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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif had a telephone call 
with British Prime Minister Boris John-
son, and they discussed bilateral rela-
tions and matters of mutual interest.
Prime Minister Johnson reiterated his 
felicitations to Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on his election and assumption 
of office and underlined UK’s desire to 
further enhance its bilateral relationship 
with Pakistan.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif extended 
felicitations to UK on platinum jubilee 
celebrations of Her Majesty The Queen’s 
coronation. Both leaders emphasized the 
importance of celebrating the 75th anni-
versary of establishment of Pakistan-UK 
diplomatic relations in a befitting man-
ner.
The prime minister stated that Pakistan 
highly valued its relations with the UK, 
which were based on historical linkag-
es and convergent interests on a broad 
range of issues. The prime minister reit-
erated Pakistan’s desire to bolster its ties 
with the UK across diverse fields, with 
a special emphasis on an enhanced trade 
and investment partnership.
Highlighting the long-standing Paki-
stan-UK ties, the prime minister appreci-
ated the positive role played by 1.6 mil-
lion Pakistani diaspora in forging closer 

links and building bridges between the 
two countries. He further emphasized 
the need to strengthen cooperation in the 
field of legal migration to fully realize 
the potential.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif under-
scored the importance of Pakistan-UK 
Enhanced Strategic Dialogue (ESD) and 
suggested to develop 10-years roadmap 
for taking relations forward in diverse 
fields. He stressed the ESD should deep-
en mutual engagement and the bilateral 
partnership should be elevated to the 
next level.
The prime minister also appreciated the 
work undertaken by the UK in promoting 
education, health and other social sectors 
in Pakistan.
In the regional context, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif underscored the impor-
tance of peace and stability in Afghani-
stan and the need to scale up efforts to 
avert the humanitarian crisis.
He added that the international commu-
nity’s constructive diplomatic and politi-
cal engagement with the Interim Afghan 
government was vital for sustainable 
peace and stability. 
He also underscored the importance of 
release of Afghanistan’s frozen assets 
to bring stability to the fledgling Afghan 
economy. (APP)

Pak-UK PMs desire to enhance ties

KYIV: Ukrainian forces were holding 
out in Sievierodonetsk on Tuesday, re-
sisting Russia’s all-out assault to capture 
a bombed-out wasteland that Moscow 
has made the principal objective of its 
invasion in recent days.
Both sides said Russian forces now con-
trolled between a third and half of the 
city. Russia’s separatist proxies acknowl-
edged that capturing it was taking longer 
than hoped, despite one of the biggest 
ground assaults of the war. Western mil-
itary analysts say Moscow has drained 
manpower and firepower from across 

the rest of the front to concentrate on 
Sievierodonetsk, hoping a massive of-
fensive on the small industrial city will 
achieve one of its stated aims, to secure 
surrounding Luhansk province for sepa-
ratist proxies. “We can say already that a 
third of Sievierodonetsk is already under 
our control,” Russia’s TASS state news 
agency quoted Leonid Pasechnik, the 
leader of the pro-Moscow Luhansk Peo-
ple’s Republic, as saying.
Fighting was raging in the city, but Rus-
sian forces were not advancing as rap-
idly as might have been hoped, he said, 

claiming that pro-Moscow forces wanted 
to “maintain the city’s infrastructure” 
and moving slowly because of caution 
around chemical factories.
The Ukrainian head of the city adminis-
tration, Oleksandr Stryuk, said the Rus-
sians now controlled half of the city.
“Unfortunately ... the city has been split 
in half. But at the same time the city still 
defends itself. It is still Ukrainian,” he 
said, advising those still trapped inside to 
stay in cellars.
Ukraine says Russia has destroyed all 
of the city’s critical infrastructure with 
unrelenting bombardment, followed by 
wave after wave of mass ground assault 
involving huge numbers of casualties.
Thousands of residents remain trapped. 
Russian forces are advancing towards 
the city centre, but slowly, regional gov-
ernor Serhiy Gaidai said.
Gaidai said there did not appear to be a 
risk of Ukrainian forces being encircled, 
though they could ultimately be forced to 
retreat across the Siverskiy Donets river 
to Lysychansk, the twin city on the op-
posite bank.
Stryuk, head of the city administration, 
said evacuating civilians was no longer 
possible. Authorities cancelled efforts to 
evacuate residents after shrapnel killed a 
French journalist on Monday. (Agencies)

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Ukrainian troops hold out as Russia assaults  
Sievierodonetsk wasteland

Ukraine convicts two Russians for shelling villages

BEIJING: Taiwan says it deployed fighter 
jets to warn off 30 warplanes sent by Chi-
na into its air defence zone.
The incident on Monday marked the big-
gest incursion since January. It came days 
after US President Joe Biden warned Chi-
na against invading Taiwan, and on the 
same day as a US official visited the is-
land to discuss security with leaders.
China has ratcheted up the frequency of 
its air missions in recent months, claiming 
they are training drills. Such moves have 

angered Taiwan and increased tensions in 
the region. China sees Taiwan as a break-
away province, which it can take by force 
if necessary.
The latest incident included 22 fighters, as 
well as electronic warfare, early warning 
and antisubmarine aircraft, Taiwan’s de-
fence ministry said. The aircraft flew in an 
area to the northeast of the Pratas Islands 
that is part of the Taiwan’s air defence 
identification zone (ADIZ), according to 
a map the ministry provided. (Agencies)

PARIS: French diplomats will go on 
strike for the first time in 20 years on 
Thursday in protest against a perceived 
lack of recognition and reforms pushed 
by the president that they say could dam-
age France’s global standing.
The action won support from 500 foreign 
ministry civil servants in a newspaper 
opinion piece and has seen widespread 
backing from senior diplomats and am-
bassadors on social media. 
The strike comes at a bad time for Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron, with France 
holding the European Union presidency 
until the end of June, as he seeks to play 
a leading role in the bloc’s response to 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine 

and looks for fresh impetus to his new 
presidential mandate.
Public sector reforms will see the dip-
lomatic career structure change, includ-
ing scrapping a special status for senior 
foreign ministry officials, meaning they 
would fall into a broader civil service 
pool.
“The reform of the senior civil service is 
the latest attack on our professions, our 
expertise, our future,” said a strike notice 
for June 2 sent by unions.
“This reform reflects an incomprehensi-
ble desire to undermine our ministry and 
risks permanently weakening our coun-
try’s ability to project and defend itself in 
the world.” (Agencies)

LONDON: A senior Russian 
lawmaker has suggested kid-
napping a Nato defence min-
ister in Ukraine and bringing 
them to Moscow for ques-
tioning about what “orders” 
the west has been giving to 
Kyiv.
Oleg Morozov, first elected 
to the Russian parliament in 
1993 and a member of the 
dominant United Russia par-
ty, said the supply of west-
ern arms to Ukraine posed 
a direct threat to Russia and 
might require Moscow to re-
view its military aims.
“You know, perhaps it is a 
fantastical plot that I have 
brewing … that in the near 
future, at some stage, a war 
minister of some Nato coun-
try will go by train to Kyiv 
to talk with (Ukrainian pres-
ident Volodymyr) Zelensky,” 
Morozov told the “60 Min-

utes” talk show on Rossiya-1 
state TV late yesterday.
“But he would not get there. 
And would wake up some-
where in Moscow,” Moro-
zov said.
“You mean we abduct them?” 
TV host Olga Skabeyeva, 
one of the most pro-Krem-
lin journalists on television, 
asked with a smile.
“Yes. And then we would 
sort out who gave which 
order for what, who is re-
sponsible for what exactly,” 
Morozov said.
“It is not such a mythical 
picture … There are new 
rules in the world now. Let 
all those war ministers gath-
ering in Kyiv think a little 
about what it would be like 
to wake up in Moscow.”
Neither Morozov nor Skabe-
yeva could be reached for 
comment. (Agencies)

Ankara and Moscow will en-
gage in talks to create a po-
tential sea corridor that will 
free up Ukrainian agricultural 
exports, as Russia’s top dip-
lomat is set to pay a visit to 
Turkey next week.
The visit will follow Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s 
talks with his Russian and 
Ukrainian counterparts, the 
latest of the efforts to un-
block shipments of Ukraine’s 
grains that have been stuck 
since Moscow invaded three 
months ago.
Accompanied by a military 
delegation, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov is set 
to visit Turkey on June 8 for 
talks on the issue of opening a 
security corridor that also in-
cludes the shipping of wheat 
in the Black Sea, Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu 
said Tuesday.

“This is the most important 
question. We are focusing 
on this. We are planning to 
establish a center in Istan-
bul to observe the corridor,” 
Çavuşoğlu told Anadolu 
Agency (AA).
In a call with Erdoğan on 
Monday, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said that Rus-
sia was ready to work with 
Ankara to free up maritime 
shipping blocked over the 
conflict.
Putin noted the “readiness of 
the Russian side to facilitate 
the unhindered sea transit of 
goods in coordination with 
Turkish partners. This also 
applies to the export of grain 
from Ukrainian ports,” ac-
cording to the Kremlin read-
out of the talks.
“During the discussion of the 
situation in Ukraine, empha-
sis was placed. (Agencies)
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exports corridor on June 8

OTTAWA: Canada’s government intro-
duced legislation Monday to implement a 
“national freeze” on the sale and purchase 
of handguns as part of a gun control pack-
age that would also limit magazine capac-
ities and ban some toys that look like guns.
The new legislation, which resurrects 
some measures that were shelved last 
year amid a national election, comes just 
a week after a gunman killed 19 children 
and two teachers in their classroom in 
Uvalde, Texas.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told report-
ers the new measures were needed as gun 
violence was increasing.
“We need only look south of the border to 
know that if we do not take action firmly 
and rapidly it gets worse and worse and 
gets more difficult to counter,” he said.
The handgun freeze would contain excep-
tions, including for elite sport shooters, 
Olympic athletes and security guards. Ca-
nadians who already own handguns would 

be allowed to keep them.
Authorities do not expect a run on hand-
guns in anticipation of the freeze, in part 
because they are so heavily regulated al-
ready, an official said in a briefing.

Canada has stronger gun legislation than 
the United States but while its gun homi-
cide rate is less than one-fifth the U.S. rate 
it is higher than that of other rich countries 
and has been rising. (Agencies)

Canada introduces law to freeze handgun sales, 
ban look-alike toys
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Emergency Phone 
Numbers

Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade 
Cantt:

091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

PESHAWAR: Blue Veins, a non-govern-
mental organization and Pakistan Educa-
tion Champion Network, organized a re-
search launching ceremony in Peshawar to 
share the findings of the research conduct-
ed on Girls’ Education, Child and Forced 
Marriages in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
According to a press release issued, the 
qualitative study highlights multi-level 
challenges associated with girls’ education 
and found child marriages and associated 
socio-economic vulnerabilities as one of 
the key contributing factors in secondary 
school dropout.
The research was conducted by Blue 
Veins and Pakistan Education Champi-
on Network in collaboration with Wom-
en Parliamentary Caucus WPC Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Child Protection and Welfare 
Commission, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Commission on the Status of Women 
KPCSW. The research aimed to focus on 
identification on the barriers to Girls’ Ed-
ucation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and how 
child and early marriages affects girls’ en-
rollment, retention, and dropout of educa-
tion especially at the secondary level.
The speakers and participants recognizing 
the efforts of Blue Veins and importance 
of research findings, called for multi-sec-
toral and strategic response to address the 

invisible underlying factors related to both 
girls’ education and the practice of child 
marriages in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Shaukat Ali Yousafzai, Minister for La-
bour, Culture, Human Rights, and Parlia-
mentary Affairs who also leads technical 
Committee on Girls’ Education and Child 
Marriage said: “The government of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa is committed to the eco-
nomic, political, and social empowerment 
of women and girls, especially those liv-
ing in marginalized settings.” “We are in 
the process to bring provincial legislation 
raising the minimum age of marriage to 18 
and curbing the issue so that girls’ enroll-
ment and retention in secondary education 
can be strengthened.
“ He added. MPA Shagufta Malik of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly said that “Im-
proving girls’ education and ending child 
marriages is a development agenda. WPC 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly is very 
much committed beyond the party lines to 
prioritize girls and women empowerment 
and protection of rights on the legislative 
agenda.” 
Dr. Riffat Sardar, Chairperson Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Commission on the Status 
of Women said that “Education has the 
potential to play a pivotal role in enabling 
countries to break out of the early mar-
riage trap. Overcoming the socio-econom-

ic barriers to increased access to education 
is critical to empower women and girls to 
lead, influence and inspire the world for 
sustainable development.” 
Muhammad Ijaz khan, Acting Chief, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child Protection 
and Welfare Commission Government 
of KP said “Investing in girls’ education 
can have a tremendous impact on reduc-
ing child marriage and therefore reducing 
poverty for families, communities, and 
the country. We are working to address 
the gendered factors that stand in the way 
of a girl’s education and discourage early 
marriage through legislative reforms to 
make empowerment a reality for millions 
of girls’ province-wide.”
While addressing the participants Sana 
Ahmad Program Coordinator Blue Veins 
shared that “Child marriage has long been 
a barrier to girls’ education. 
Early marriage puts a stop to a girl’s edu-
cation, as societal pressure does not allow 
her to attend school once married.
“We hope this research will provide valu-
able evidence-based data and recommen-
dations and serve as an important guiding 
document for all the policy stakeholders 
to reform policy-making and address the 
cross-cutting issues related to girls’ edu-
cation and child marriages.” she added. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A consultation on Voluntary 
National Review (VNR) through Peoples 
Scorecard was organized jointly by Awaz 
CDS and the Integrated Community De-
velopment Initiative at Peshawar. 
This consultation was part of the series 
of consultations that will be organized 
countrywide to gather information from 
informed civil society about the perfor-
mance of the government on achieving 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Around 25 members from civil society 
organizations participated in the consul-
tations deliberations, mostly from organi-
zations led by women, youth, transgender, 
people living with disabilities, and mi-
nority groups. The event was supported 
by Sights avers Pakistan, an international 
organization focusing on disability rights 
and making sure that people with disabil-
ities are included in education and work. 
Two representatives of Sights avers also 
participated in the consultation.
Mr. Zia Ur Rehman, CEO of Awaz CDS 
thanked and warmly welcomed the par-
ticipants and gave a detailed orientation 
about the event’s objectives and deliber-
ations. Mr. Zia informed the participants 
that AwazCDS and Pakistan Development 
Alliance (PDA), on behalf of civil society 
are in the process of developing a spot-
light report on SDGs parallel to the gov-
ernment’s official VNR report which it in-
tends to present in the high-level political 
forum at the UN. Similarly, the spotlight 
report will be developed by gathering in-
formation from people and depicting real, 
on-ground situations with regard to the 
performance and progress of Pakistan on 

SDGs at the same forum. He also apprised 
the audience that the process of data col-
lection was a two-pronged activity, an on-
line survey which has been uploaded on 
the PDA website and a series of consulta-
tions in provincial capitals and regions i.e. 
AJK and GB. He gave a quick rundown of 
the online survey and the indicators which 
would be used to assess specific goals 
CSOs are working on. He shared the link 
and requested the audience to fill up an on-
line survey as well.
The participants were divided into 4 
groups as per their area of work relevant 
to goal 4 (education), goal 5, 10 (gender 
equality, reduced inequalities), goal 13 
(climate action), and goal 16, peace justice 
and strengthening institutions.
Hour-long group work was followed by 
presentations by the group leaders who 
shared the groups’ findings, views, and 
assessments about the above SDGs dis-
cussed during the group works. Overall 
they depicted a dismal picture of the per-
formance of the government on the SDGs 
they are working on. They highlighted and 
discussed bottlenecks, lacunas, and chal-
lenges in the budgets, policies, strategies, 
and implementation. The information 
gathered in this consultation will be com-
bined with the findings of planned consul-
tations and a consolidated spotlight report 
will be developed.
Mr. Khurram Shahzad from Sights avers 
wrapped up the session and thanked ICDI 
and the participants for their time, and 
valuable input for evaluating SDGs relat-
ed to their work and for being part of the 
independent process. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Additional Assistant 
Commissioner (AAC) University Town 
Sayeda Zainab Naqvi  sealed a famous 
food outlet Jan’s Deli here at University 
Road for overcharging customers.
An official of district administration said 
that the AAC had received public com-
plaints regarding sale of edibles and oth-
er items of daily use at exorbitant prices 
at the outlet.
To verify if the complaints were true, 
she paid a surprise visit to the store and 
bought a bottle of water from there. The 
shopkeeper charged extra money for the 
bottle, upon which the AAC sealed the 
store.
She said that provision of daily use items 
to the public was the prime responsibility 
of the district government and no com-
promise would be made in that regard.
She also warned the shopkeepers to re-
frain from overcharging; otherwise, stern 
action would be taken against them. The 
government will contiunue such drives 
against unhygenic food outlets.
(APP)

Child marriages key factor in  
secondary school dropout: Research

Consultation on VNR through 
people scorecard held 

AAC seals food outlet
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PESHAWAR: An investiture ceremony 
was held at Corps Headquarters Pesha-
war to confer awards to next of kins of 
martyred personnel and serving military 
officers, the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said in a statement.
The military’s media wing said the ac-
colades were given to acknowledge the 
gallantry acts, devotion and sacrifices of 
officers and martyrs in the line of duty.
Commander Peshawar Corps Lieutenant 
General Faiz Hamid was the chief guest 

on the occasion, it added.
The ISPR added that 43 kins of Shu-
hada [martyrs] received Tamgha-e-
Basalat while Sitara-e-Imtiaz (mili-
tary) was awarded to two officers and 
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz (military) to 15 offi-
cers. Earlier this month, a similar cere-
mony of the Rawalpindi Corps was held 
at Chaklala Garrison during which offi-
cers, soldiers and the next of kin of mar-
tyred personnel were conferred various 
awards. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister, Mahmood Khan here 
said that no compromise would be made 
on peace, law and order situation in the 
province.
He said that law and order situation 
would be maintained at all costs in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.
The Chief Minister expressed these 
views while presiding over a high level 
meeting on the peace, law and order situ-
ation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Chief Minister’s special assistant, Barris-
ter Muhammad Ali Saif, Chief Secretary 
Dr Shahzad Bangash, IGP Moazam Jah 
Jah Ansari and senior officials of law en-
forcement agencies attended.
The Chief Minister directed high ups to 
make special focus on improvement of 
peace, law and order situation in Khy-
ber, North Waziristan and Bajaur tribal 
districts.
Mahmood Khan underlined the need for 

effective measures for prevention of inci-
dents of target killings and attack on se-
curity forces besides expediting actions 
against miscreants, extortionists and 
drug mafia on the basis of intelligence 
reports.
He said KP Government was with law 
enforcement agencies and all their re-
quirements would be addressed on prior-
ity basis besides provision of all needed 
resources to them. The Chief Minister 
directed preparation of employment plan 
for drugs addicts so that menace of nar-
cotics could be eliminated. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A four-day training work-
shop to impart technical knowledge on 
infection prevention, control and good 
clinical practices concluded here.
The workshop organised by Khyber 
Medical University (KMU), Peshawar in 
collaboration with the National Institute 
of Health (NIH), Islamabad, and Health 
Care Commission, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), was graced by Vice Chancellor of 
KMU Prof. Dr Zia ul Haq.
Other notable guests at the workshop 
were Col (Retd) Dr Muhammad Amjad 
Khan from the NIH together with his 
team of doctors, Chief Executive Of-
ficer KP Health Care Commission Dr 
Nadeem Akhtar, Director Public Health 
Reference Laboratory of KMU Dr Yasar 
Yousafzai, Registrar KMU Prof. Dr Mu-
hammad Saleem Gandapur, Director In-
stitute of Pathology & Diagnostic Medi-

cine of KMU Dr Asif Ali and In-charge 
Pathology Deptartment Hayatabad Med-
ical Complex Dr Shahtaj Khan.
Addressing the participants, Prof. Dr Zia 
ul Haq said that Infection Prevention and 
Control (IPC) was the main pillar of pre-
paredness and response to all infectious 
diseases.
There was a recognized need for capacity 
building of health care workers on imple-
mentation of IPC measures to ensure pa-
tient safety and quality of care, he added.
Dr Zia hoped that the training workshop 
would help the participants to improve 
their practices and skills in basic princi-
ples of IPC in order to prevent contagion 
at their workplace. He emphasized the 
importance of IPC implementation as 
one of the main indicators of quality care 
and assured that KMU would continue 
its role in arranging such courses. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Afghan artists held a protest 
in Peshawar against the highhandedness of 
the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa police and Paki-
stani authorities’ decision to deport them 
to Afghanistan, currently ruled by the con-
servative Taliban regime.
According to the artists, they were being 
“thrown to the wolves” as police were us-
ing “deportation clauses” of the Foreign-
ers Act to send them back to Afghanistan, 

where their lives were in danger.
The artists, who also recorded their pro-
test against the Afghan government’s de-
cision to ban music, said they had come 
to Pakistan to seek refuge but the “model” 
KP police had increased their suffering by 
making unnecessary arrests.The protesters 
said, “Police bring deportation charges 
against them as soon as the cops know that 
they are artists.” (Agencies)

Military awards conferred on martyrs,  
officers at Peshawar Corps

Law & order to be maintained  
at all cost in KP: CM

Workshop on infection prevention, 
clinical practices concludesAfghan artists protest against deportations 

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Assembly was informed on 
Monday that the services of around 
50,000 teachers, who were appointed on 
contract basis through National Testing 
Service (NTS), would be regularised 
soon.
Provincial Minister for Housing Dr 
Amjad Ali, while responding to a call 
attention notice of Inayatullah Khan 
of Jamaat-e-Islami, said that a summa-
ry in that regard had been prepared by 
the Law Department, which would be 
presented to the provincial cabinet for 
approval soon.
JI parliamentary leader Inayatullah 
Khan said that from 2018 onwards, 
teachers of various cadres were appoint-
ed on contract basis through NTS but 
their services had not been regularised 
yet. He said that a unanimous resolution 
had already been passed by the House 
regarding the permanent appointment of 
teachers and an adjournment motion on 
the issue was also discussed in April last 
year, but the process of teachers regular-
isation was not initiated by the provin-

cial government.
Khan asked the government to take im-
mediate notice of the issue.
Meanwhile, the House was informed 
that during the fiscal year 2021-22, the 
KP government had allocated Rs 122 
million for payment of monthly stipend 
to the medal winners of under 16 and 
under 21 games.
Responding to a question of Samar Bi-
lour of ANP, the Home Department said 
that the public safety commissions were 
fully functional in 12 districts of the 
province, however those in the remain-
ing districts were non-functional due to 
litigations and revocation of KP Ehtes-
ab Commission Act. The House referred 
the queries of Shagufta Malik of ANP 
and Mir Kalam Wazir, a privilege mo-
tion of Salahuddin of ANP and another 
of Nighat Orakzai of PPP and a call at-
tention notice of Malik Badshah Saleh 
of PMLN to committees concerned for 
further necessary deliberations.
Later, the House proceedings were ad-
journed due to lack of quorum, as point-
ed out by Fazle Hakim of PTI. (APP)

KP govt to regularize 50,000 teachers

PESHAWAR: Farmers are busy in packing plums before selling in the market at Urmar area.
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The Petrol Bomb
Despite all possible efforts to keep countrymen safe from further inflation, 
the government has finally announced an increase of Rs30 per liter in pet-
rol and diesel prices to save the country from bankruptcy. This step was 
taken because the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was reluctant to is-
sue $900m loan installment, if the new coalition government does not raise 
prices of petroleum products.
According to the government announcement, petrol has been priced at 
Rs179.86, diesel at Rs174.15, light diesel at Rs148.31 and Kerosene at 
Rs155.56 per liter from last Friday. This act will certainly reduce the bur-
den of Rs4b per day on the national economy in the form of subsidies. Ac-
cording to Finance Minister Muftah Ismail, the rise in prices of petroleum 
products is a guarantee that economy will not go bankrupt and the IMF 
program will continue as well. It is clear from the Finance Minister’s state-
ment that in view of the rising value of the dollar against the rupee and the 
rise in crude oil prices, this new government had no choice but to take such 
a step. He added that prices of petroleum products in Pakistan are still low-
er than in neighboring India and Bangladesh, where petrol is being sold at 
Rs252 and Rs205 per liter respectively. 
When Imran Khan took over as the Prime Minister in 2018, petrol was 
Rs 95.24 and diesel Rs 112.94 per liter. From that time till February 28, 
2022, petrol became more expensive by Rs 64.62 and diesel by Rs 58.79 
per liter. It is noteworthy that when Imran Khan announced a reduction 
in petrol and diesel prices, the IMF had suspended $6b package. When the 
new coalition government led by Shahbaz Sharif came to power and uncer-
tainty persisted for 45 days, the financial burden on the economy in terms 
of subsidy on petroleum was increasing. If the government had continued 
this process, loans obtained from abroad at high interest rates would have 
been ineffective. 
According to economists and government circles, including the IMF, the 
Rs30 per liter increase in the price of petroleum products is not enough and 
trend of increase in petroleum prices much continue as long as the level of 
subsidy given to people comes to zero as people of the country are currently 
getting a total of Rs86 per liter subsidy. To curb the rise in prices of petro-
leum products and its growing demand, the government has proposed to 
increase the number of weekly public holidays to three. In addition, an in-
crease of Rs 30 per liter could increase the inflation rate from 13% to 20%.
 In this scenario, it is not difficult to estimate that if the subsidy  on petro-
leum products come down to zero, will not only bring an increase in the 
price of electricity but also the level of inflation may exceed 25%. Most 
of the burden of inflation will fall on the poor people and working class. 
Therefore, the economic strategists of the government should take all pos-
sible measures to protect the low and fixed income groups from the effects 
of inflation as soon as possible.

Former Prime Minister of Pakistan Im-
ran Khan has been a strong advocate of 
establishing a trade relationship with 
Russia. In his last speech to the nation, 
a day before the vote of no-confidence 
was moved against him, he praised India 
for not bowing to the US pressure and 
buying oil from Russia at cheaper rates. 
Since the Ukraine-Russia war, the latter 
has sold oil at a discounted rate to keep 
its exchequer liquid. Pakistan, too, had 
agreed to follow suit, but the PTI gov-
ernment’s removal doused hope. Had we 
reached any such agreement, it would 
have helped us narrow down the ev-
er-increasing current account deficit. In 
addition to China and India, discount-
ed Russian barrels are going to Turkey, 
Georgia, and some African nations.
We are not sure if Imran Khan’s narra-
tive that Pakistan is towing the US line 
in not getting into a trade relationship 
with Russia holds any water. However, 
what we are sure of is that Pakistan has 
been reluctant to take a position on mat-
ters of national interest if it goes against 
our relations with the power that be. The 
Ukraine war is a recent phenomenon. 
Russian oil and gas have been attrac-
tive commodities for Pakistan for a long 
time because of their cost and terms of 
reference. We, however, have been over-
looking this opportunity despite inking 
several memorandums and initiating a 
gas pipeline project. In a country whose 
significant portion of foreign reserves is 
spent on buying oil and gas, its denial to 
look for places that sell cheaper oil and 
gas can only be termed an act that belies 
commitment to the national interest.
Recently social media have been rife 
with the misconception that Russian oil 
is denied in Pakistan because we lack 
refineries that could process Russian 
oil. Some well-established oil experts 
floated this conspiracy theory, perhaps 

to lend a cover to the new government’s 
reluctance to reach out to Russia for any 
such deal. However, in my video mes-
sage uploaded on Twitter, I broke this 
myth. I argued that Russia produces four 
oils, namely ESPO, Urals, Sokol, and 
Sakhalin. Out of these four, Pakistan’s 
refineries can process ESPO and Sakha-
lin easily.
The question is: why do we need Rus-
sian oil at all? One, it is cost-effective. 
Two, we will get rid of dependence on 
oil from the Middle East, especially Sau-
di Arabia. Three, it will strengthen the 
relationship between both the countries 
leading to more trade in energy-related 
goods.
According to Pakistan’s development 
plan for the oil and gas industry, the 
country has a total of six operational re-
fineries with a processing capacity of up 
to 19.4 million tonnes of crude oil annu-
ally. However, owing to several financial 
and technical issues, the total output of 
these refineries in the last financial year 
has been around 11.6 million tonnes. 
As a result, the local refineries can only 
meet 20 per cent of the local petroleum 
requirements; therefore, the remaining 
80 per cent is met by importing crude oil 
and refined products worth $2.22 billion, 
as reported in April.
At this point, Pakistan is fighting one of 
the most challenging battles of its histo-
ry, where both its economic and political 
landscape is in limbo. Unable to stop 
the surge in petroleum prices because of 
international price hikes and faced with 
an impending vote of no confidence, the 
PTI government in their jest to earn a 
few brownie points froze petrol and die-
sel prices from March until June 2022. 
Having known that the Ukraine-Russian 
war would keep crude prices in a vola-
tile condition, the government’s decision 
to subsidize oil and diesel was nothing 

short of shooting itself in the foot. How-
ever, one had expected the new govern-
ment to reverse the PTI decision, which 
was not to be. The PML-N government 
knew that this one-shot would further 
add to the popularity of the PTI.
Pakistan’s petroleum woes are related to 
its practice of mismanagement. We do 
not hunt for cheaper oil. We delay buy-
ing energy products, and by the time we 
are ready to bid, either the products have 
become expensive or short. We lack the 
courage to take tough decisions, like en-
forcing early closure of markets, to con-
serve energy. It has been decades since 
we last upgraded refineries, which could 
have helped us to increase local produc-
tion capacity. We have not improved or 
expanded ports so far, because of which 
cargos remain stranded for months there. 
On top of it all, the ever-widening cir-
cular debt has trapped Pakistan’s entire 
energy sector in a tumultuous web.
Government can reduce the consumption 
and import bill of petroleum products in 
several ways. I have been arguing that 
Pakistan needs to introduce ration cards; 
reduce working days to at least four days 
a week, as is being mulled; instead of 
limiting itself to selling Euro 5 RON 92 
only, Pakistan can also process RON 88 
or 90-most of the refineries do not have 
the technical support to process Euro 5 
RON 92-to increase local production, 
and last but not the least reaching out 
to Russia for cheaper oil in the national 
interest. Pakistan’s precarious economic 
condition in which the IMF has become 
an integral source of both financial relief 
and suffocation, there is hardly any harm 
in bypassing the US pressure to build 
trade ties with Russia.
—The writer is an expert in petroleum 
and energy sector and has a wide range 
of experience in international trading. 
He tweets @AhmadWaqar01.

Gender inequality is not a new issue in 
Pakistan and the devastating effects of 
climate change are worsening its im-
pacts on women. Climate change is not 
a gender-neutral phenomenon and no one 
will deny the fact that it affects all the 
segments of society. However, the recent 
analysis and research studies on climate 
change suggest that the natural events, 
leading to shifts in atmospheric patterns, 
has been proving devastating for women 
as they belong to a vulnerable and disad-
vantaged segment of the society.
Climate change puts more burden on 
women to work at par with men and ful-
fil domestic duties and earn livelihoods. 
As the depletion of resources exacerbates 
with relatively severe competition among 
people to consume them, women have to 
work intensely to satisfy the demands of 
a sustainable household. The burden of 
maintaining essential resources of util-
ity at home in the form of food items, 
like water, firewood, and livestock has 
increased upon them more than ever be-
fore. Women have to fetch water from far 
off places under scorching heat and dry 
weather with limited physical aid along-
side them. With the profound increase in 
global warming, the availability of clean 
water in certain areas of Pakistan has tru-

ly become an arduous challenge, espe-
cially in the region surrounding Thar and 
Balochistan.
It has been observed that women in such 
areas spend their entire day bringing wa-
ter home from distant places that they find 
much more time-consuming with a lot of 
physical struggles. If they invest the same 
amount of energy in doing productive 
work that can help them grow positively, 
they can make a bright future for them-
selves. A study conducted by Unicef in 
2016 revealed that women and girls glob-
ally spend 200 million hours, or 22,800 
years- every single day- collecting water. 
As the depletion of resources exacerbates 
with relatively severe competition among 
people to consume them, women have to 
work intensely to satisfy the demands of 
a sustainable household.
The impacts of climate change on the 
health of most women in Pakistan are 
also worrisome. The quality of health 
services provided to them and the number 
of hospitals present are significantly low 
as to meet the demands of individuals let 
alone women who suffer far worse than 
men due to reproductive health issues and 
other non-communicable diseases. 
The writer is a sociocultural critic with a 
focus on human rights.
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YASIN Malik disbanded the JKLF’s 
military wing in 1994 and announced 
his commitment as iconic freedom fight-
er following ideas of non-violent politi-
cal struggle to achieve independence of 
Kashmir from India.
In 1988, Yasin Malik was one of the first 
Kashmiri rebels to receive training for 
an armed rebellion against India’s rule 
that began in India-occupied Kashmir 
the next year. A special National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) court in New Delhi 
has sentenced iconic Kashmiri pro-inde-
pendence leader Yasin Malik to life im-
prisonment in “terror” funding case.
Yasin Malik, one of India-occupied 
Kashmir’s prominent pro-freedom lead-
ers, is the chief of now banned Jammu 
and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF).
The group renounced violence in 1994. 
Yasin Malik is convicted of “terrorist” 
acts, including illegally raising funds, 
membership in a terrorist organisation, 
criminal conspiracy and sedition.
It is Indian politics of revenge against 
people already suffering from de-
cades-old occupation and military con-
trol. The court prosecutor had sought the 
death penalty for Yasin Malik, who has 
pleaded guilty to all charges.
Life imprisonment given to Yasin Malik 
is unfortunate and a setback to the efforts 
for peace. This will further compound 
the uncertainties in the region and fuel 
more alienation and separatist struggle.
The People’s Alliance for Gupkar Dec-
laration (PAGD), a coalition of pro-India 

parties in the region, termed Yasin Ma-
lik’s life imprisonment very unfortunate.
The court has delivered its verdict but 
not justice. The abhorrent Indian at-
tempts seeking to defile the legitimate 
struggle of the Kashmiris for their right 
to self-determination as ‘terrorism’ only 
substantiate India’s deeply etched cre-
dentials as a serial violator of human 
rights and usurper of the fundamental 
freedoms of the Kashmiris. The internet 
service in Srinagar was suspended soon 
after the verdict was announced by the 
anti-terrorism court in New Delhi.
The agency wrongly charged Yasin with 
receiving funds from Pakistan to carry 
out terrorist activities and stone-pelting 
during the Kashmir unrest, especially 
in 2010 and 2016. Yasin Malik was ar-
rested in a “terror-funding case” short-
ly after the JKLF was banned in 2019. 
During the trial, which Yasin Malik’s 
family and lawyers termed as unfair, the 
Kashmiri leader rejected the charges and 
said that he was a freedom fighter.
India can never silence Kashmiris’ voice 
for freedom and self-determination. Pa-
kistan stands with Kashmiri brothers and 
sisters will continue. Pakistani nation 
will provide all sort of possible moral, 
diplomatic and political support in their 
legitimate struggle.
The move was followed by months of 
military and communications lockdown 
in the region and arrests of major po-
litical and rebel leaders. Yasin Malik’s 
conviction is just a politics of revenge. 

India has scrapped the special status of 
India-occupied Kashmir and unilaterally 
divided the country’s only Muslim-ma-
jority region into two federally con-
trolled territories.
Yasin Malik’s conviction and sentencing 
is not based on any incriminating evi-
dence Indian courts were presented with.
It is about two things: one, separating 
Kashmiri leaders from their people so 
that the Indian state can continue its 
settler colonial project; second, a Hindu 
nationalist spectacle meant to show Indi-
ans that Modi’s India can arbitrarily in-
flict violence against Kashmiri Muslims.
In several areas of the disputed region’s 
main city of Srinagar, shopkeepers 
downed their shutters before the pro-
nouncement of the sentencing against 
Yasin Malik. The two nuclear-armed na-
tions of Pakistan and India have fought 
two of their three full-scale wars over 
the territory. India wrongly accuses Pa-
kistan of backing the armed rebellion in 
India-occupied Kashmir. Pakistan right-
ly denies the allegation, saying it only 
offers diplomatic and moral support to 
the Kasmiris.
Originally founded in the 1970s, the 
JKLF under Malik repeatedly called 
for the independence of the entire State 
of Jammu & Kashmir from both India 
and Pakistan. It is politics of revenge 
against people already suffering from 
decades-old occupation and military 
control.

Financial burden
The new government has increased the 
price of petrol by Rs30 per litre. This is a 
sheer injustice to ordinary people. Many 
low-income households are already 
worried about arranging two meals per 
day. Instead of reducing their financial 

burden, the government is adding more 
challenges for them.
As soon as petrol prices increase, prices 
of food items also witness a significant 
hike. A price hike in petroleum products 
will also result in a sharp increase in 
travelling expenses, creating more finan-

cial challenges for a majority of people. 
The authorities concerned should pay 
attention to the problems of ordinary 
people.

Muhammad Shoaib
Quetta

Child development
As children grow older, they under-
go both physical and mental changes, 
which impact their overall development. 
Physical changes include weight and 
height while mental changes include in-
telligence and cognitive skills. Natural-
ly, not all children have the same form 
of growth or development because of 

innate tendencies as well as other social 
factors. However, some patterns or peri-
ods of development are similar for most 
children, which are crucial and must be 
paid attention to.
Motor development takes place in the 
early ages during which the child’s mus-
cles, bones, and the ability to move or 
touch are strengthened. Fine motor skills 

refer to small movements in the hands, 
feet, lips, etc. Gross motor skills include 
the motor development of muscles that 
enable babies to hold up their heads, sit 
and crawl, and eventually walk.

Urooj Sultan
Thatta
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LAHORE: World Health Organisation 
(WHO) Country Head Dr Palitha Mahi-
pala called on Commissioner Lahore Di-
vision Muhammad Usman Younis at his 
office here on Sunday.
The commissioner apprised the WHO 
chief regarding steps taken to control 
diarrhea, saying that collective efforts 
were need to prevent diarrhea and on the 
special directives of chief minister Pun-
jab, all the departments concerned were 
immediately mobilized. He said, “We 

are thankful to all the support of WHO 
in helping us providing best health facili-
ties to people.”Dr. Palitha Mahipala said, 
“I was pleasantly surprised to see timely 
and excellent response on diarrhea.” He 
added due to the strategy only 20 confirm 
cases were reported in Lahore division.
If action had not been taken in time, there 
would have been more cases, Dr. Palitha 
said and adding that WHO will establish 
eight new special diarrhea testing labora-
tories for people of Punjab. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil (PUC) observed ‘Brotherhood and 
Tolerance Day’ across the country.
PUC chairman Hafiz Tahir Mehmood 
Ashrafi, Ulema and Mashaikh of all 
schools of thought in their Friday ser-
mons shedded the light on the destruc-
tive results of hatred attitudes towards 
other Islamic brothers on the basis of 
political or religious differences.
They were of the view that internal sta-
bility could take Pakistan forward at 
par with advanced and civilized coun-
tries on the globe. Quoting the example 
of Libya, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and other 

countries which could not maintain 
their stability due to the division in their 
army and the nation, they said the same 
formula was being applied on Pakistan 
by the anti-state elements through ma-
licious campaigns in a bid to create a 
division between the national security 
institutions and nation.
They said we had to make combined 
efforts to cope with all such nefarious 
designs of the enemy.
They urged all political and religious 
parties and media to create an environ-
ment of tolerance as it was a key to sta-
bility. (APP)

QUETTA: The Department of Planning 
and Development Balochistan has giv-
en approval of authorization of highest 
ever budgetary finances Rs 105 billion 
whereas the Finance Department has 
released Rs 89 billion so far in the cur-
rent financial year in the history of the 
province.
Under the chairmanship of Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan Abdul Quddus Bizenjo, 
a review meeting regarding preparation 
of budget and Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme for the coming finan-
cial year was held here on Sunday.
The meeting was informed that despite 
the fact that the previous government 
had made unrealistic development bud-
get, the incumbent government has im-

plemented the same budget to ensure 
continuity in the smooth progress of the 
province.
However, the current government has 
balanced the disbursement of funds, 
ensured the release of substantial funds 
for development by minimizing unnec-
essary expenditures and non-develop-
ment budgets through better financial 
management to enable the progress of 
development projects.
The meeting expressed satisfaction over 
the ratio of authorization and disburse-
ment of funds and commended the per-
formance of Planning & Development 
and Finance Departments. The meeting 
has also set out the characteristics and 
priorities of the PSDP. (APP)

LAHORE: Muhammad Baligh-ur-Reh-
man was sworn in as the 39th Governor 
of the Punjab during a solemn ceremony 
at the Governor’s House here on Monday 
night.
Chief Justice Lahore High Court Mr. Jus-
tice Muhammad Ameer Bhatti adminis-
tered the oath to the incumbent Governor 
Punjab Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman.
Earlier, Punjab Chief Secretary Kamran 
Ali Afzal read out the presidential notifi-
cation of the appointment.
Chief Minister Punjab Hamza Shehbaz, 
parliamentarians, Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Punjab Rao Sardar Ali 
Khan, provincial secretaries, members 

of the civil society and a large number 
of party workers attended the ceremony.
One of the senior members of the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
Governor Punjab Muhammad Baligh-
ur-Rehman served as the Minister of 
State Federal Education and Interior and 
Narcotics Control between 2013-2017 
during premiership of Prime Minister 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.
Governor Punjab Muhammad Baligh-
ur-Rehman hails from Bahawalpur in 
Punjab. Earlier, the incumbent Governor 
Punjab Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman 
was given ‘guard of honor’, upon arrival 
to the Governor’s House. (APP)

LAHORE: As Matiari converter station 
resumed work, the Matiari to Lahore DC 
transmission project successfully com-
pleted its first maintenance operation 
since its commercial operation.
With summer fast upon us, a safe and 
successful supply of electricity matters 
more than ever.
As one of Pakistan’s electricity lifelines, 
the maintenance of the ±660 KV HVDC 
Transmission Line project was of great 
significance, China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported.
It is also the 1st time that Matiari and La-
hore converter stations, as well as 18 con-
trol towers along the 886 km long 4000 
MW ±660 kV Matiari-Lahore HVDC 
Line, stopped operation in turns and con-
ducted maintenance.
A team consisting of 120 staff from Pa-
kistan and China participated in the work 
under extreme heat, the threats of the on-
going pandemic and a tight schedule.
It was highlighted by the Ministry of 
Energy and China Electric Power Equip-
ment and Technology Co.Ltd. (CET) that 

the maintenance needs to be done in a rel-
atively short period of time.
Thanks to adequate preliminary research, 
after the Lahore converter station com-
pleted its maintenance work, the team 
quickly adjusted its working plan and 
managed to reduce the working hour at 
Matiari converter station from 8 hours to 
6 hours. The total maintenance work took 
only 13.5 hours, which means the team 
has minimized the impact on the local’s 
livelihood. “I was touched by the profes-
sionalism demonstrated by the Chinese 
workers,” a local engineer at the mega 
project told the reporter, “As record set-
ting heat blast Pakistan, Chinese workers 
had to wear thick working suits and per-
form precise operations for us under blis-
tering heat.” Since commercial operation 
of the ±660kV Matiari-Lahore HVDC 
transmission project in September, 2021, 
the project has continuously provided sta-
ble, high-quality and clean electric ener-
gy for nearly 10 million local households, 
with a cumulative transmission capacity 
of about 12billion kwh. (APP)

KARACHI: Pakistan has made a big 
jump on International Travel and Tour-
ism Development Index by moving up 
six places as per the latest report released 
by the World Economic Forum (WEF).

The 2021 edition of the Travel and Tour-
ism Development Index includes 117 
countries. The index ranks the countries 
based on the set of factors and policies 
that enable the sustainable and resilient 
development of the travel and tourism 
industry of each country.
Aftab ur Rehman Rana, Managing Di-
rector of Pakistan Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) informed that as 
per the latest edition of the internation-
al travel and tourism competitive index 
titled “Rebuilding for a Sustainable and 
Resilient Future,” Pakistan has been 
ranked 83rd, which is up from 89th place 
in the index’s previous edition of 2019. 
“Six points increase in the raking of Pa-
kistan on global travel and tourism index 

is quite a significant progress and now 
Pakistan is among the countries in the 
Asia Pacific Region that have improved 
its ranking the most since 2019”, he said.
He informed that during the last two 
years Federal and Provincial Govern-
ments have made good progress in im-
proving the performance of tourism sec-
tor in Pakistan by taking various steps to 
overall improve the condition of tourism 
services infrastructure, business environ-
ment, safety and security, health and hy-
giene, ICT readiness, and socio econom-
ic resilience and conditions. “Although 

we have made good progress but still we 
need to do a lot to further enhance the 
performance of tourism sector in Pa-
kistan in coming years which has huge 
potential to play a key role in the overall 
socio-economic development of Paki-
stan,” he added.
Overall, Japan has occupied the top spot 
on the latest edition of the index. Japan 
is followed by the USA, Spain, France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Singa-
pore and Italy which have been ranked 
in top 10 index for Travel and Tourism 
Development, respectively. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: More than 50 civil society 
organizations throughout the country will 
commemorate “World No Tobacco Day 
(WNTD)” on May 31 Tuesday to create 
awareness among smokers on the hazard-
ous effects of smoking and to pursue them 
to quit the bad habit.
The governmental, non-governmental, 
and community-based organizations, will 
arrange meetings, seminars or webinars, 
rallies and display posters and banners as 
part of their awareness campaign in differ-
ent cities and towns.
The theme for this year by the WHO is 
“Protect the environment “. Civil society 
organizations are going to highlight this 
theme as the tobacco industry’s produc-
tion life cycle is affecting the environment 
of the planet, highlighting that, throughout 
its life cycle, tobacco pollutes the planet 
and damages the health of all people and 
calling upon the government to raise tax 

on cigarettes pack as cigarettes are still 
much cheaper. Anti-tobacco activists will 
emphasise protecting earth from pollution 
of tobacco through different activities
Coalition for Tobacco Control-Pakistan 
(CTC-PAK), a coalition of more than 50 
active civil society organizations and a 
subsidiary of Society for Alternative Me-
dia and Research, is also observing the 
day in its respective work areas.
The tobacco control activists through dif-
ferent activities on the “World No Tobacco 

Day” will also emphasize protecting the 
earth from the pollution of the tobacco as 
the industry released 84,000,000 tons of 
CO2 into the air raising global tempera-
tures, saving forests from them as they 
chopped 600 billion trees and 22000 bil-
lion tons of water used to make cigarettes.
They will also demand to raise taxes on 
cigarette packs and urge the government 
to stop the tobacco industry’s interference 
in tobacco control policy issues. The ac-
tivists will also create awareness against 
the use of e-cigarettes and other tobacco 
products, which are equally harmful to 
health and the environment.
World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) is ob-
served on May 31 every year all over the 
world as a part of the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) campaign against smok-
ing. The purpose of the day is to create 
awareness against the use of tobacco and 
protect public health. (APP)

KARACHI: Charged’Affaires of the 
European Union Delegation to Pakistan 
Thomas Seiler said that GSP status be-
yond 2023 was possible for Pakistan as 
the government had ensured the EU that 
all efforts to comply with EU require-
ments would be made.
He was speaking at a Conference on “Hu-
man Rights Reforms in Sindh GSP+ and 
Beyond” organized by the Human Rights 
Department, Government of Sindh here at 
a local hotel on Monday.
Sindh Minister for Labour, Human Re-
source Saeed Ghani was the chief guest, 
while the Special Assistant to CM Sindh 
Surendar Valasai inaugurated the confer-
ence attended by human rights activists, 

officers of various departments, public 
representatives, civil society and labour 
rights activists and minorities’ representa-
tives. The conference passed a resolution 
asking the EU to continue GSP+ as it con-
tributes to trade and employment creation, 
while committing to work together to im-
prove the human rights’ situation. Thomas 
Seiler said in the next phase of the Gener-
alised System of Preference there would 
be more international conventions and 
covenants. These instruments would per-
tain to the recognition of the competence 
of the UN Human Rights Council to con-
sider complaints from individuals, abolish 
the death penalty and the requirement to 
recognize the International Criminal Court 

- ICC (for genocide, crime against human-
ity, war crimes and crimes of aggression).
“The final regulation can be expected be-
fore the end of the year,” he remarked.
Speaking on the occasion, the chief guest 
Saeed Ghani said the Sindh government 
was leading all the provinces in making 
legislation for the protection of rights of 
labour, women, minorities and people 
with disabilities.
“We consider the protection of people’s 
rights as our duty rather than an obligation 
to an international commitment,” Saeed 
Ghani said adding that the provincial gov-
ernment had made all the laws on its own 
as the Pakistan People’s Party committed 
to this cause, he remarked. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A two-day international 
conference on “Cardiovascular Diseases, 
a Threat to National Development” was 
organized by the Pakistan National Heart 
Association (PANAH) at the Armed 
Forces Institute of Cardiology (AFIC) 
Rawalpindi to discuss causes of rising 
heart diseases, suggestions for preven-
tion, awareness and the importance of 
simple lifestyle changes.
President PANAH Major General (R) 
Masood-ur-Rehman Kayani thanked the 
participants of the conference and termed 
the increase in heart diseases a matter of 
concern and appealed to authorities con-
cerned to take emergent steps to curb the 
disease rise.
While General Secretary Sanaullah 
Ghumman informed everyone about the 
aims and objectives of PANAH and the 
importance of the conference.
The participants of the conference said 
that this conference, which was orga-
nized to highlight the importance of heart 

diseases, was of very important nature.

The overall objectives of the conference 
were to bring together local and interna-
tional researchers, academics.
And policy makers on a single platform 
to help promote the importance of timely 
treatment and research and make recom-

mendations for the prevention of heart 
diseases. The importance of healthy diet 
for reducing coronary heart diseases 
(CAD) in Pakistan could be stimulated 
and the causes of diseases can be ad-
dressed.
Participants cited tobacco use as a major 
cause of heart disease.
The participants said that they were 
hopeful that the conference would help 
work together with a new determination 
to tackle the growing burden of heart dis-
eases.
On the occasion, PANAH distributed 
gifts and certificates to five young blog-
gers who have written excellent blogs on 
the harms of sugary drinks which were 
considered as a major cause of deadly 
diseases including obesity, heart, diabe-
tes and other CDs. 
Chairman Science Foundation Prof. Dr. 
Shahid Mehmood also announced a cash 
prize of Rs 10,000 for each bloggers for 
encouraging bloggers. (APP)

CHINIOT: The Chiniot Dam located on 
Chenab river about 5 km from the Chini-
ot city would be completed by December 
2022.
According to detail, the gross storage 
of Chiniot Dam has 0.90 MAF which 
will generate 80 Mega Watt (274 GWh) 
cheap and eco-friendly electricity.
The project was executed by Water and 
Power Development Authority (WAP-
DA).
The government would be provided Rs 
50 million under public sector develop-

ment programme (PSDP) whereas Rs 
96.330 million to be provided by WAP-
DA from its own resources.
The feasibility study of Chiniot Dam 
project was carried out by WAPDA and 
completed in 2019.
The PC-II proforma for Detailed Engi-
neering Design has been submitted to 
Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR) 
for consideration in forthcoming DDWP 
meeting. The DDWP has approved the 
PC-II proforma subject to certain condi-
tions. (APP)

Matiari-Lahore DC transmission project 
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MULTAN: District Administration has 
launched crackdown against marriage 
halls and sealed five halls over marriage 
act violation here. 
The Assistant Commissioners Khawa-
ja Umair and Muhammad Tariq made 
inspections at Tehsil city and Jalalpur 
Pir Wala under the directions of Deputy 
Commissioner Tahir Wattoo.
Four marriage halls were sealed in Tehsil 
city and one in Jalalpur Pir Wala while 
three persons were nabbed by teams and 
cases got registered against them. DC 
said that marriage act violation would 
not be tolerated at any cost. (APP)

Wedding halls sealed
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ISLAMABAD: NA Speaker Raja Pervez 
Ashraf has invited all the Members of 
National Assembly (MNAs) of PTI, who 
had tendered resignation from assembly 
on April 11, 2022, to verify the genuine-
ness of their resignation letters.
The National Assembly Secretariat on 
Monday sent letters to the PTI MNAs in 
this regard in pursuance of Paragraph (b) 
of Sub Rule (2) of rule 43 of the Rules 

of Procedure and Conduct of Business in 
the National Assembly, 2007. According 
to the NA Secretariat, 131 PTI members, 
who had tendered resignations, were 
invited individually for verification of 
their resignations. The verification pro-
cess would start on June 6 and continue 
till June 10. Every MNA would get five 
minutes to confirm that their resignations 
were voluntary and genuine. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Spokesperson Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs has said that Pakistan 
was committed to promotion of envi-
ronment of peace and stability in South 
Asia while preserving its capability to 
ward off aggression or adventurism in 
any form.
“It is a partner in international efforts 
to strengthen the global non-prolifer-
ation regime based on the principles of 
non-discrimination and equal security 
for all states. It adheres to the latest in-
ternational standards on export controls 
and maintains the highest standards of 
nuclear safety and security,” the spokes-
person said in a press release as the na-
tion is observing 24th anniversary of Pa-
kistan’s nuclear tests conducted in 1998 
in response to testing of nuclear weapons 
by India.
The tests not only demonstrated the 
resolve of the Pakistani nation to safe-
guard Pakistan’s territorial integrity, in-
dependence and sovereignty, but also the 
desire to preserve strategic balance in 
South Asia.
The spokesperson further said that 
threats to strategic stability in South 
Asia underscored the importance of Pa-
kistan’s proposal for Strategic Restraint 
Regime (SRR) which provides for mea-
sures for: (i) resolution of outstanding 
issues, including the core issue of Jam-
mu and Kashmir; (ii) nuclear and missile 

restraints; and (iii) conventional balance.
“In paying tribute to its scientists, engi-
neers and technicians in ensuring Paki-
stan’s security, the nation also deeply ap-
preciates the contributions of Pakistan’s 
nuclear programme to the country’s 
socio-economic development,” it was 
added.
Pakistan is employing nuclear technol-
ogy in pursuit of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), ranging from ener-
gy, water and food security, education, 
health, agriculture and industry.
Nuclear power generation as a source of 
reliable, clean and affordable alternative 
to fossil fuels constitutes an important 
element of Pakistan’s energy security 
plans.
This year, operationalization of second 
1100 MWe K-3 Nuclear Power Plant in 
Karachi marks another milestone, which 
signifies the role of nuclear science and 
technology for the socio-economic de-
velopment and welfare of the people of 
Pakistan. In the health domain, twenty 
cancer hospitals being operated across 
the country by Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission (PAEC) bear the bulk of 
cancer burden in Pakistan. In the field of 
agriculture, the contributions of nuclear 
research centers in Pakistan to the devel-
opment of high-yield climate change-re-
sistant varieties of crops has been recog-
nized internationally. (APP)

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
President Barrister Sultan Mehmood 
Chaudhry condemned the unjust sen-
tencing of Jammu and KLF chairman 
Yasin Malik by India’s Kangaroo court 
has appealed to the UN Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres to play his role in 
the early release of the Kashmiri leader.
In a letter addressed to the UN SCG, the 
AJK president while highlighting the In-
dian government’s mala fide intentions 
behind the controversial court ruling said 
that the Front chairman was neither giv-
en ample opportunity to defend his case 
in the court of law nor was he given the 
right to fair trial that happens to be a fun-
damental right of a prisoner.
He said that Malik’s conviction and sen-
tencing in a manifestly dubious and polit-
ically motivated case was a deep-rooted 
conspiracy to silence the Kashmiri leader 
who has championed the Kashmiris’ in-

alienable rights and sought a settlement 
of the Kashmir dispute through dialogue 
and diplomacy. Malik, he said, has been 
a strong proponent of Kashmiris’ right to 
self-determination, AJK President office 
said late Friday.
“Malik is being punished because of his 
political beliefs”, the letter said, adding 
that the unjust sentencing of Yasin Malik 
was tantamount to pushing Kashmiris’ 
new generation to violence.
Malik’s life sentence, he said, was a re-
flection of India’s belligerent mindset 
and antagonistic approach to crush Kash-
miris’ legitimate political demands. The 
letter further highlighted the Indian gov-
ernment’s designs to change the demo-
graphic complexion of the disputed terri-
tory. “India has issued fake domiciles to 
non-state Hindus in Occupied Kashmir 
to change the proportion of population 
in the area of Occupied Kashmir”. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Admission to 
E-Rozgaar Program to learn freelancing 
and online work continued at Govern-
ment Sadiq College Women University 
Bahawalpur (GSCWUB) here.
Lab Manager, E-Rozgar Center, Govern-
ment Sadiq College Women University 
Bahawalpur, Ms. Areeba Khan told me-
dia that E-Rozgar Center of GSCWUB 
had been providing professional training 
of digital skills and freelancing to jobless 
females. “Admissions into different de-
partments at E-Rozgar Center, GSCWUB 

continued to equip jobless persons with 
skills in different fields including E-Com-
merce, UI, UX, Technical, Content Writ-
ing, Marketing, Advertising, Designing, 
Digital and Social Media Marketing,” 
she said. She said that such professional 
training was being provided to candidates 
free of cost. The candidates can submit 
their application for admission at website 
www.erozgaar.pitb.gov.pk/apply. “Ad-
missions into different departments at 
E-Rozgar Center, GSCWUB continued to 
equip jobless persons (APP)

NA Speaker invites PTI MNAs for 
verification of resignations

Pakistan committed to promote 
peace, stability in South Asia: FO
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Admissions into E-Rozgaar scheme to 
learn freelancing continue

LAHORE: An eight-member provincial 
cabinet of Punjab was sworn in during 
a solemn ceremony at the Governor’s 
House, here on Monday night.
Governor Punjab Muhammad Baligh-
ur-Rehman administered oath to the pro-
vincial ministers. Chief Secretary Punjab 
Kamran Ali Afzal read out the notifica-
tion regarding the appointments.
The cabinet members included Rana 

Muhammad Iqbal Khan, Sardar Owais 
Khan Leghari, Malik Muhammad Ah-
mad Khan, Khawaja Salman Rafique, 
Syed Hassan Murtaza, Ataullah Tarar, 
Chaudhry Bilal Asghar and Ali Hid-
er Gillani. Their portfolios will be an-
nounced later.
Eight members were sworn in in the first 
phase of the forming the cabinet by the 
Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz. (APP)

Eight member Punjab cabinet sworn in

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has said that the global Information 
Technology business embodied huge 
opportunities for the country’s freelanc-
ers and stressed upon the enhancement 
of their skill sets to capture the huge 
global market.
In a virtual address at the ‘Freelance 
Fest’, the president said that the new 
opportunities in the IT sector were more 
rewarding than the brick-and-mortar 
business setups.
He said that there were reports about 
Pakistani freelancers grabbing the third 
global position and noted that there 
were about 3 million IT freelancers 
working in the country.
The president said that there should be 
a gradual increase in the number of IT 
freelancers each year by 100 percent as 
the global market was craving for the 
skilled people in this field.
He said Pakistan could progress in this 
sector and strengthen its revenues by 
luring foreign investment through free-
lancing in the IT sector.
He said the IT returns were immediate 
and underlined the need for mobilizing 

the human resources. The president said 
during the ‘California Gold Rush’, peo-
ple used to head towards California, US 
to try their luck. He likened the existing 
opportunities in the IT sector to that of 
the ‘gold rush’.
“It is like a gold rush for which they will 
have to improve skill sets of the peo-
ple,” he said, adding that the latest gad-
gets and tools like smartphones should 
be utilized and stressed upon making 
access of such facilities to freelancers 
easy. 
Lauding efforts of the ministry of infor-
mation and technology, he said the gov-
ernment had not imposed any tax. 
On such businesses so that the freelanc-
ers could bring the foreign investment 
and enhance their businesses and the 
national economy.
He also appreciated role of Pakistan 
Software board and suggested that it 
could bring further innovative mecha-
nisms to help people increase their free-
lancing outreach.
The president said the field could help 
create jobs opportunities for the youth 
and bolster the national economy. (APP)

MINGORA: Shahzada Miangul Adnan 
Aurangzeb a former Member National As-
sembly from Swat, died in a road accident 
on Monday. The deceased, 61, who was 
also the grandson of last ruler of the Swat 
state, was on way to Islamabad from Ab-
bottabad when his car met the fatal acci-
dent. He died on the spot.
Born in 1961, Mr Aurangzeb had an engi-
neering degree in electronics. He got elect-
ed to the National Assembly from Swat on 
a Muslim League ticket in the 1997 elec-
tions.
Mr Aurangzeb was the son of former gov-
ernor of then NWFP and Balochistan Mian 
Mangal Aurangzeb; brother of dean sur-
geon of University of Peshawar Dr Mah-
mood Aurangzeb and Justice Miangul Has-
san Aurangzeb of Islamabad High Court.
The deceased was the grandson of former 
president of Pakistan Field Marshal Mo-
hammad Ayub Khan and nephew and son-
in-law of former federal minister Gohar 
Ayub Khan. Mr Aurangzeb was known for 
his good manners, humble character and 
down-to-earth personality. The news of 

his sudden death left everyone in Swat and 
neighbouring districts shocked.
Funeral prayer for the deceased would be 
offered at Saidu Baba masjid at 11:00 am 
today. President Dr Arif Alvi expressed 
grief over the loss of former member Na-
tional Assembly Miangul Adnan Aurang-
zeb. In a tweet he said, “A very sad person-
al loss of my dear friend Miangul Adnan 
Aurangzeb Ex MNA in tragic accident.” “A 
passionate Pakistani, a scion of & an int. ex-
pert on Swat & religious tourism. A decent 
honorable man. May Allah give strength to 
the family,” he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government has is-
sued special instructions to all the national 
and provincial health authorities to remain 
on high alert for any suspected case of 
Monkeypox.
According to an official of the Ministry of 
National Health Services, the situation is 
being closely monitored by the health au-
thorities and as per reports of the National 
Institute of Health (NIH), no case of Mon-
keypox has yet been diagnosed in Pakistan.
“The information circulating on social me-
dia about the Monkeypox case in Pakistan 
is incorrect.” 
He said that health authorities concerned 
and professionals at all levels, stakehold-
ers, especially the Central Health Estab-

lishment including monitoring points of 
entry have also been asked to remain vig-
ilant.
He added timely detection and notification 
are important for prompt implementation 
of preventive measures and all public and 
private hospitals have been directed to en-
sure readiness for isolation and treatment.
The official said the Centre for Disease 
Control, NIH is monitoring the situation 
and will keep the stakeholders updated. 
A recent surge of Monkeypox disease cas-
es has been reported by the non-endemic 
countries, including the UK, Spain, and 
Canada, and a total of 92 confirmed and 
28 suspected cases have been reported till 
date, he added. (APP)
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GILGIT: Officials of Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Pakistan and Kashghar Prefecture, Xin-
jiang China on Monday agreed to form a 
bilateral working group which will con-
duct meetings regularly to address busi-
ness concerns, tariff and non-tariff issues, 
and free movement of people and goods.
This decision was made during a virtual 
bilateral trade meeting led by Chief Sec-
retary GB Muhayyudin Wani from Paki-
stan and Senior Commissioner of Kashi 
Prefecture from China Qiao Xianghua.
From the GB’s side, the deputy com-
missioner Hunza will head the working 
group as Focal Person Border Trade 
whereas the Chinese side will nominate 
an officer in the follow up meeting.
Chief Secretary GB extended invitation 
to the Chinese delegation to visit GB.
He pledged to provide land for erec-
tion of a monument representing Pa-
kistan-China friendship and offered to 
schedule events in Pakistan to highlight 
and promote the cultures of both coun-
tries.
Qiao Xianghua as a goodwill gesture 
offered pandemic control goods worth 
300,000RMB and house supply goods 
worth 100,000RMB to the GB govern-
ment through diplomatic channel.
He said China will send a team to the 
chief secretary office to discuss the is-
sues of mutual concern in person. He 
further assured to establish smooth con-
tact between Kashgar and GB and said 
that through constant communication 
both sides to resolve the issues regarding 
border trade.
It was agreed to invest on infrastructure 
for pandemic control on both sides of the 
border. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Scientists have identi-
fied a new disease in a ground-breaking 
discovery that could help patients with 
unexplained liver and kidney problems.
Researchers at Newcastle University in 
the UK have established the inherited 
condition, called TULP3-related ciliopa-
thy that causes kidney and liver failure in 
children and adults.
There are numerous reasons for kidney 
and liver organ failure, which if left 
untreated is life-threatening, but often 
patients do not get a precise diagnosis 
which can make their best course of 
treatment unclear, Medical Daily report-
ed.
Research, published in the American 
Journal of Human Genetics, has revealed 
that a faulty gene is the catalyst for in-
creased fibrosis in the liver and kidney, 
often resulting in the need for a trans-
plant.
“Our finding has a huge implication for 
better diagnosis and management of kid-
ney and liver disease in some patients,” 
said Professor John Sayer, Deputy Dean 
of Clinical Medicine at Newcastle.
“What we are now able to do is give 
some patients a precise diagnosis, which 
allows their treatment to be tailored to 
their needs for the best possible out-
come,” Sayer added.
In the study, experts reviewed clinical 
symptoms, took liver biopsies and ge-
netic sequencing from scores of patients, 
where a total of 15 patients from eight 
families were identified as having this 
new disease. (APP)

DIR LOWER: Chairman District De-
velopment and Advisory Committee 
(DDAC), Dir Lower, MPA Malik Liaqat 
Ali Khan has distributed cheques of Rs 
30000 each among the Imams (prayer 
leaders) of local mosques as monthly 
honorarium.
On the occasion, he said the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa government was providing 
monthly honorarium to Imams, terming 
it a step forward towards the welfare of 
the religious personalities. This endeavor 
has no precedent in the past, he said.
Apart from this honorarium, he said the 
KP government was converting mosques 
on solar energy to provide uninterrupted 
power supply to the faithful. All other 
needed facilities would also be provided 
to the mosques.
On the occasion, former PTI President 
Lal Qilla, Inayat Ullah, former Nazim, 
Ghuncha Gull and elders of the areas 
were also present. (APP)
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DUBAI: Israel signed a free trade agree-
ment with the UAE today, its first big 
trade accord with an Arab state and a 
move aimed at boosting trade between 
the two Middle East nations.
The pact was signed in Dubai after 
months of negotiations. “Done,” Israel’s 
ambassador to the UAE Amir Hayek said 
on Twitter, replying to another tweet he 
posted earlier saying “the UAE and Isra-
el will sign FTA in the next hour”.
President of the UAE-Israel business 
council Dorian Barak said the trade 
agreement defined tax rates, imports and 
intellectual property, which would en-
courage more Israeli companies to set up 
offices in the UAE, particularly in Dubai.
The council predicts there will be almost 
1,000 Israeli companies working in or 
through the UAE by the end of the year 
doing business with South Asia, the Far 
East and Middle East.
“The domestic market doesn’t represent 
the entirety of the opportunity. The op-
portunity is really setting up in Dubai, as 
many companies have, in order to target 
the broader region,” Barak told Reuters 
by phone.
Ahead of the signing, Israel’s economy 
ministry had said the accord would re-

move tariffs on food, agriculture, cos-
metics, medical equipment and medi-
cine.
“Together we will remove barriers and 
promote comprehensive trade and new 
technologies, which will form a solid 
foundation for our common path, will 
contribute to the well-being of citizens 
and make it easier to do business,” Is-
rael’s minister of economy and industry 
Orna Barbivai said yesterday.
The agreement has been signed amid 
escalating Israeli-Palestinian violence. 

The UAE foreign ministry yesterday 
condemned the storming of the Al Aqsa 
compound in Jerusalem by “extremist 
settlers under the protection of Israeli 
forces”.
The foreign ministry, in the written state-
ment, also asked “Israeli authorities to 
take responsibility for reducing escala-
tion and ending all attacks and practices 
that lead to the continuation of tensions 
while underscoring the need to exercise 
maximum restraint to avoid further insta-
bility”. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS:  EU leaders on Monday 
backed a ban on most Russian oil im-
ports, after a compromise deal with Hun-
gary to punish Moscow for the war in 
Ukraine.
The 27-nation bloc has spent weeks hag-
gling over a proposed total embargo on 
Russian oil but came up against stubborn 
resistance from Hungarian premier Vik-
tor Orban.
EU leaders meeting in Brussels hatched 
a compromise deal to exempt deliveries 
by pipeline from the ban, after Budapest 
warned halting supplies would wreck 
its economy. “Agreement to ban export 

of Russian oil to the EU. This imme-
diately covers more than two thirds of 
oil imports from Russia, cutting a huge 
source of financing for its war machine,” 
European Council chief Charles Michel 
tweeted during the summit.
“Maximum pressure on Russia to end the 
war.” The head of the EU’s executive, 
Ursula von der Leyen, said the move 
“will effectively cut around 90 percent of 
oil imports from Russia to the EU by the 
end of the year” as Germany and Poland 
had committed to renounce deliveries via 
a pipeline to their territory.
The wrangling over the sixth package 

of sanctions has rocked European unity 
in the face of the Kremlin’s attack on 
Ukraine after five waves of unprecedent-
ed economic punishment on Russia.
Despite the gap in the embargo left by 
Hungary’s opposition, the latest round 
of sanctions represents some of the most 
damaging measures taken by the EU so 
far.
Michel said the package also involved 
disconnecting Russia’s biggest bank 
Sberbank from the global SWIFT sys-
tem, banning three state broadcasters and 
blacklisting individuals blamed for war 
crimes. (Agencies)

UAE, Israel sign CEPA trade agreement

EU agrees ban on most Russian oil imports

ISLAMABAD: National Electric Pow-
er Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has 
decided to raise the power tariff price by 
Rs3.99 per unit under the Fuel Cost Ad-
justment (FCA) for April 2022.
NEPRA on Tuesday concluded a public 
hearing into monthly fuel cost adjustment 
(FCA) for April 2022 wherein Central 
Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA-G) has 
sought Rs4.05 per unit increase in power 
tariff for April under FCA.
Accordingly, the FCA would be applicable 
for only one month and its impact would 
be passed on to all consumers except life-
line and K-Electric. The possible impact 
has been calculated at over Rs52 billion.
The FCA for March was calculated as 
Rs2.86 per unit which was only for one 
month.
The CPPA-G maintained that the actual 
cost remained Rs 10.6641 per unit against 
the reference fuel charges of Rs6.6087 per 
unit during April.
It is pertinent to mention that a total of 
12,960.41 GWh electricity was generated 
worth Rs 132.74bn during the said period 

while 12,556.37 GWh net electricity was 
supplied to the power distribution compa-
nies (DISCOs).
Out of total generation, as many as 
18.55% of electricity was generated from 
hydel, 16.74% Coal, 12.07% furnace oil, 
9.85% local gas, 19.42% RLNG, 17.37% 
nuclear, and 3.59% Wind, as reported by 
APP.
The regulator was told that prices of coal 
and furnace oil witnessed a sharp increase 
in the international market. Less electricity 
was generated through domestic gas and 
RLNG during the said period. (Agencies)

HONG KONG CITY: Asian insurer 
FWD Group has delayed its $1 billion 
Hong Kong initial public offering (IPO) 
because of volatile financial markets, 
according to three sources with direct 
knowledge of the matter.
FWD declined to comment. The sources 
could not be named as the information 
was not yet made public.
FWD has a business presence in 10 
markets in Asia. The insurer, controlled 
by Hong Kong tycoon Richard Li, had 
planned to list in the United States last 
year to raise $2-$3 billion but switched 
back to Hong Kong after regulatory ap-
proval was delayed. However, with fi-
nancial markets roiled by Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and rising interest rates 

making investors increasingly wary of 
buying into new stock issues, the group 
has decided to delay the IPO, the sourc-
es said.The insurer raised $1.6 billion in 
two private funding rounds since Decem-
ber which reduced the amount that FWD 
planned to raise in the Hong Kong IPO, 
one source had previously told Reuters. 
After those rounds, FWD was valued at 
around $9 billion.
An IPO of $1 billion from FWD would 
have given Hong Kong’s struggling 
equity capital markets a much-needed 
boost in 2022. 
Hong Kong share sales are down 90% so 
far this year compared to 2021, the slow-
est start to the year since 2013, according 
to Refinitiv data. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan (CCP) will complete 
the legal proceedings in two major cases 
following favourable orders passed by 
the Islamabad High Court, which dis-
missed the writ petitions of the under-
takings and allowed CCP to complete the 
proceedings.
The IHC while dismissing the writ pe-
titions also imposed costs upon the pe-
titioners for filing frivolous petitions 
against the CCP, said a press release is-
sued here.
In a writ petition filed by Fauji Fertil-
izer Company Limited against the CCP 
in June 2021, the Islamabad High Court 
dismissed the petition and imposed cost 
upon Fauji Fertilizer Company.
The CCP had initiated proceedings 
against Fauji Fertilizer Company in com-
pliance with an order passed by the Com-
petition Appellate Tribunal in March 
2018 and had issued a hearing notice to 
Fauji Fertilizer Company in this regard.
However, Fauji Fertilizer Company had 
challenged the said notice before the 
Islamabad High Court. The Court, how-
ever, was not convinced by the objec-

tions raised by Fauji Fertilizer Company 
against the CCP’s notice and dismissed 
its petition while imposing costs upon it 
amounting Rs. 100,000/- in favour of the 
CCP.
In November 2021, Haier Pakistan (Pvt.) 
Ltd. had filed a writ petition against the 
CCP wherein it had challenged an enqui-
ry initiated by the CCP against it under 
Section 37 of the Competition Act 2010 
for alleged violation of Section 10 of the 
Act (deceptive marketing practices).
The Islamabad High Court after hearing 
the arguments of both sides held that it 
was not convinced by Haier Pakistan’s 
argument that the CCP’s enquiry against 
it was a ‘roving enquiry’ and was part of 
a ‘fishing expedition’ as alleged by Haier 
Pakistan.
On the contrary, the Court was of the 
view that the CCP’s enquiry was based 
on valid concerns in relation to possible 
deceptive marketing by Haier Pakistan 
through its marketing material. Conse-
quently, the Court dismissed Haier Paki-
stan’s petition and imposed a cost of Rs. 
50,000/- upon it in favour of the CCP. 
(APP)

NEW DEHLI: Indian battery recycling 
company Attero Recycling Pvt is plan-
ning to invest $1 billion over five years 
to build lithium-ion battery recycling 
plants in Europe, the US and Indonesia 
as demand for the metal surges amid the 
global shift to electric cars.
“There’s a tremendous amount of lithi-
um-ion battery waste available for us to 
recycle,” Attero Chief Executive Officer 
and Co-Founder Nitin Gupta said in an 
interview. By 2030, 2.5 million tons of 
lithium-ion batteries will reach the end of 
their life, while currently there’s only the 

capacity for 0.7 million tons of battery 
waste to be recycled. “Lithium-ion bat-
teries are becoming ubiquitous because 
they’re used in consumer electronics and 
electric vehicles,” he said.
Recycling spent batteries will be crucial 
for the supply of lithium, whose shortage 
is threatening the global switch to clean 
energy through electric vehicles. As lith-
ium supply fails to keep up with demand, 
the prices of batteries — which make up 
about 50% of an EV’s cost — are rising 
sharply. Higher battery costs may make 
electric cars unaffordable. (Agencies)

SEOUL: Automobile production in 
South Korea has retreated to the lowest 
in nearly two decades, on the struggles 
of smaller carmakers and the offshoring 
of capacity by the dominant Hyundai 
Motor group. The domestic industry pro-
duced 3.46 million vehicles in 2021, fall-
ing below 3.5 million for the first time 
in 17 years. But hopes for reversing this 
decline are blooming, starting in Busan.
The announcement on May 10 that 
China’s Geely Automobile was buying 
a 34% stake in Renault Korea Motors 
brought a sigh of relief from a staffer 
with the city of Busan, where Renault 
Korea is based.
“I welcome that the production volume 
will increase for now,” the city worker 
said. “It will lead to job retention.”
As part of the stake, the two sides will 

manufacture gasoline and hybrid vehi-
cles at the Busan plant. Renault Korea 
will release a new model in 2024.
The Geely deal brings synergies for the 
South Korean market, a Renault Korea 
executive said. French parent Renault 
Group sees the Busan plant as an export 
hub. The assembly plant opened in 1998 
under what was then known as Samsung 
Motors, realising the long-held ambition 
of Lee Kun-hee – then the chairman of 
Samsung Group – to run an auto manu-
facturer. But the operation had the mis-
fortune of starting shipments in the mid-
dle of the Asian currency crisis. Weak 
demand quickly drove Samsung Motors 
into financial trouble.
Renault bought the company in 2000, 
renaming it Renault Samsung Motors. 
(Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: The recent in-
crease in the prices of fish in Malaysia 
is inevitable due to issues plaguing the 
supply chain, according to industry 
players. 
These issues included unpredictable 
weather conditions and shortage of for-
eign workers, they said.
Chairman for the National Fishermen 
Association (NEKMAT) Abdul Ha-
mid Bahari told CNA in a phone inter-
view that the weather over the last few 
months have been unpredictable. 
Especially in the northern part of Pen-
insular Malaysia. 
“The weather recently can be extreme. 
One moment it’s hot and warm and the 
next, it’s stormy with strong winds. 
“Boats cannot operate and hence the 
fish catch has been low,” said Mr Ab-
dul Hamid, who is also director for the 
Kuala Kedah fishermen association. 

“Also, we are still coming out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and hence we 
don’t have enough foreign workers to 
help fishermen with the workload,” he 
said. 
Fish Industry General Association pres-
ident Chia Tian Hee added that many 
fishermen were not willing to risk their 
fishing vessels in unpredictable weath-
er.
He said it was extremely dangerous for 
smaller fishing vessels to be caught out 
in the open as storms could suddenly 
form without warning. 
Some boats might not be able to head 
back to the shore in time, he added. 
“At least six boats that I know of sank at 
the start of May - four boats from Tan-
jung Karang, another two from Sekin-
chan - due to large waves,” Mr Chia 
recounted. The fishermen were rescued 
by nearby ships, he added. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: In the wake of issuance 
of SRO 598(1)2022 by the Government 
of Pakistan, FBR has nominated fo-
cal persons at all International Airports 
across Pakistan to facilitate genuine 
passengers and ensure timely complaint 
redressal.
Needless to add that FBR strongly be-
lieves in taxpayers’ facilitation, ease of 
doing business and thus promoting a 
culture of tax compliance in the country. 
(APP)

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s ADY Container 
and Austria’s Rail Cargo Group will pro-
vide a single logistics product to trans-
port goods in the direction of China / 
Central Asia-Europe and back, Director 
of ADY Container, Natig Jafarov, said in 
an interview.
Both companies will provide a single lo-
gistics product to transport goods in the 
direction of China / Central Asia-Europe 
and back.
According to him, under the MoU 
signed between ADY Container and Rail 
Cargo Group, the LLC, on behalf of the 
TITR consortium, will transport cargo 
from Kapikule. 
A Bulgarian-Turkish border crossing, 
via the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway, as 
well as from the Romanian port of Con-
stanta to the Central Asian and Chinese 
borders via the Georgian ports of Poti 
and Batumi.
“In cooperation with Metrans and TE 
Bahnoperator, we will carry out cargo 
transportation via the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
line and the Konstanta-Poti / Batumi sea 
leg,” he added.
“The wagon platforms provided by Me-
trans will move from Europe up until the 
Kars station and ensure an uninterrupted 
connection with Europe. 
Concerning TE Bahnoperator, we will 
jointly focus on the China-Europe di-
rection. 
We discussed with this company the 
movement of a test train from the Chi-
nese province of Kashkar to Europe via 
a new route passing through.
The territories of Kyrgyzstan, Uzbeki-
stan, Turkmenistan, Caspian sea, Azer-
baijan, Georgia, Turkiye and further to 
Europe. (Agencies)
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per unit under FCA
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TAXES: Former WWE star Jake Atlas 
was arrested on 5/23 in Orlando, Florida, 
as first reported by PWInsider.
Atlas was reportedly charged with mis-
demeanor battery (domestic assault). 
The police report states that officers re-
sponded to a domestic violence call. The 
report states that Atlas was drinking at 
Big Daddy’s Roadhouse the night before 
and when his partner went to pick him 
up, Atlas asked his partner to stay and 
drink with him.
Per the report, the victim says that Atlas 
wanted him to go to a friend’s house to 
be intimate together but Atlas was said to 
be more upset that his partner was show-
ing “half more attention” to her than 
Atlas and that sparked an argument that 
allegedly led to Atlas becoming more 
“physically aggressive” by charging at 
the victim. The report adds that a witness 

had to step in to stop the attack and Atlas 
was convinced to come back to his place 
to “sleep it off” because he was intoxi-
cated. The report states that the victim 
left the apartment but Atlas followed and 
yelled at him and there was another at-

tempted attack with the witness trying to 
stop it again. In this case, the victim was 
left with a scratch on his forearm and his 
tank top was torn.
Atlas then allegedly was brought back to 
his apartment to get his dog. (Agencies)

WWE star Jake Atlas arrested, charged with domestic battery

LAHORE: Amid uncertain economic and 
political turmoil, the Sri Lankan cricket 
board is all set to start the Asia Cup T20 
Cricket.
The Sri-Lankan officials have set the new 
dates from August 24 to September 7, 
2022 for the mega event. They have also 
sought the agreement of participating 
countries. The 18th Asia Cup that was 
postponed twice is now to start August 
24 in Sri Lanka, with the continent’s six 
teams competing for the title. The Asia 
Cup is featuring Pakistan, India, Bangla-
desh, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, and one of 
the qualifiers. According to the sources, 
the dates have been set after request re-
ceived by the SL Board from a couple of 

participating teams including Pakistan 
on the possible clash of international 
fixtures.Pakistan are to host England for 
seven T20 Internationals in the latter part 
of September. 
It would be perfect from Pakistan’s per-
spective as the team wouod be back home 
well in time for the start of the T20 series 
against England If Asia Cup goes ahead 
on the new dates of August 24 and ends 
on September 7.
Pakistan has been awarded the hosting 
rights for the 2023 Asia Cup, which was 
initially scheduled to take place in 2022. 
A qualifier will join the top teams for the 
Asia Cup, in addition to the top five crick-
et-playing Asian countries. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan White clinched 
the trophy after defeating Pakistan Wap-
da in the rain-hit final of the All Pakistan 
Sardar Zareen Memorial Men Volleyball 
Championship played at Homa Mera, 
Rawalakot, Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
on Monday.
Chairman Pakistan Volleyball Federation 
and former Inspector General of Police 
Ch. Muhammad Yaqoob was the chief 
guest on this occasion. Secretary KP Vol-
leyball Association and former national 
team coach Khalid Waqar, office-bearers 
of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Vol-
leyball Association and large number of 
spectators were also present during the 
thrilling final hit by heavy rain and com-
pelled the organizers to make the final to 
best of three process instead of best of 
five.
Star-studded Wapda, having services of 
star national team players, failed to click 
in the first set won by Pakistan White 
team at 25-21. The set was tied at 5-5, 
6-6, 7-7, 8-8, 10-10, 14-14, 17-17, 18-
18, 19-19, 20-20 and 21-21 before White 
took the set. After conceding the set, 

Wapda staged a strong comeback and 
won the second set by 19-25. It was an 
easy victory for the Pakistan Wapda team 
against strong Pakistan White.
But later on Wapda did not continue their 
onslaught over Pakistan White team and 
failed to click again. The score of the 
third set was 25-20. In the meantime, the 
rain hit the final badly and thus it was de-
cided on best of three, giving the victory 
to Pakistan White team, leading at that 
time by 2-1.
The sitting crowds were also disappoint-
ed due to heavy rain, leaving the thrilling 
battle in favour of Pakistan White. At the 
end, Ch. Muhammad Yaqoob, the Chair-
man of the Pakistan Volleyball Federa-
tion, gave away trophies and cash prizes.
In his brief speech, he also appreciated 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Volleyball 
Association for holding the event and all 
those who have input in organizing the 
tournament in befitting manners. He also 
appreciated the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
young team for playing good games 
against tough teams and reaching the 
semi-finals. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Men and Women 
Strength Lifting Championship 2022 
will be played from June 25 at Strength 
Lifting Club Punjab Stadium, Lahore.
According to details, the entry would be 
free for all players and the categories to 
be contested in the event includes Ju-
niors, Seniors, and Masters.
Punjab Strength Lifting Association was 
the Organizing Committee of the event 

and the managers meeting of referee 
course and teams would be held on June 
25. The final entry of the teams would be 
collected till June 20. Players from all di-
visions, district gyms, clubs and schools 
and colleges of Punjab can participate in 
the championship. The highest weight-
lifter in the Strongest Junior, Senior and 
Master categories of the Championship 
would be awarded the title belt. (APP)

PARIS: World No 2 Daniil Medvedev 
and fourth ranked Stefanos Tsitsipas 
crashed out of the French Open in the 
fourth round on Monday as women’s 
top seed Iga Swiatek took her winning 
streak to 32 matches after surviving a 
huge scare.
US Open champion Medvedev was beat-
en by 20th seed Marin Cilic 6-2, 6-3, 
6-2 in just 1hr 45 min on Court Philippe 
Chatrier. Tsitsipas, the 2021 runner up 
to Novak Djokovic, was  as defeated by 
Danish teenager Holger Rune 7-5, 3-6, 
6-3, 6-4 earlier in the day.
Cilic will face Russia’s Andrey Rublev 
in his third career Roland Garros quar-
terfinal.
“It’s one of the most beautiful matches 
of my career, it was fantastic from the 
first to the last point,” said Cilic, adding 
he is playing his “best tennis in recent 
weeks”.
Medvedev had enjoyed his best run in 
Paris 12 months ago when he reached 

the quarterfinals.
He hadn’t dropped a set at this year’s 
tournament but was completely out-
played by the 33-year-old Cilic who 
broke serve five times.
Medvedev was unable to carve out a sin-
gle break point as the Croatian got the 
better of the Russian for the first time in 
four meetings. 
Rublev made the quarterfinals for the 
second time when Italian opponent Jan-
nik Sinner retired with a left knee injury 
with the Russian 1-6, 6-4, 2-0 ahead.
Rune became the first Danish man to 
reach the French Open quarterfinals 
when he shocked Tsitsipas. Rune, just 
19 and ranked 40, swept to a memorable 
win on the back of 54 winners.
With fellow 19-year-old Carlos Alcaraz 
already into the quarterfinals, it’s the 
first time two teenagers have made it 
this far in Paris since Hendrik Dreek-
man and Andrei Medvedev 28 years 
ago. (Agencies)
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- It’s a general reading which may differ 
from person to person because of time date 
and year.
ARIES: Some people build beautiful lives 
through thoughtful planning and careful 
consideration of their options. You, on the 
other hand, prefer to leave room for magic, 
for surprise. You’re happy to place your 
trust in fate, in the unpredictability of the 
universe, and your own sheer impulsive 
force of will. But lately, you’ve worried 
that none of your bold, courageous actions 
have amounted to much of anything, that 
they’ve all turned out to be false starts. But 
that’s not true. Even if they didn’t deliver 
the results you hoped for, they were useful 
practice, necessary steps in the right direc-
tion. This week, you’ll see: None of your 
efforts have been wasted.
TAURUS: More than most, you’re respon-
sive to the needs of your body: eating well, 
granting yourself moments of rest, of com-
fort. But you forget, sometimes, that you 
need mental nourishment alongside the 
physical. Your inner life — your intellectu-
al vitality, your curiosity, your sheer sense 
of wonder at how much there is to learn 
—needs to be cultivated, too. It’s easy to 
forget to tend to that part of yourself, but 
this week, it’s critical that you try. You’ll 

be amazed by how fulfilling it is to read, to 
dream, to ask questions. Your whole world 
will become brighter, more alive.
GEMINI: It’s a gift to be as curious and 
astute as you are. You understand com-
plexity and abstraction, can hold com-
peting ideas in your head at once, and 
embrace ambiguity without abandoning 
your search for truth. The only trouble 
is that you have a habit of getting lost in 
abstractions, of thinking so hard that you 
forget that you have a body, a heart, too. 
This week, let your mind soar and wander. 
Let it do what it does best. Just remember 
that you can enjoy physical pleasures, too.
CANCER: There’s value in maintaining 
a sense of perspective. You’re aware that 
your own sorrows are not the greatest in 
the universe, your own heartbreak not 
more painful than what others have expe-
rienced. But that doesn’t make them in-
significant. This week, allow yourself the 
time and space you need to heal, to grieve 
for what you’ve lost. It’s painful to be a 
person in this life, and just because others 
are experiencing suffering, that doesn’t 
mean yours should.
LEO: Much as it may frustrate you, you’re 
not going to solve any major problems on 
your own this week. You probably won’t 

be the hero, or experience moments of in-
dividual genius. Instead, you’ll get some-
thing better: the chance to think and dis-
cover in collaboration with others — to 
change them and, in turn, be changed. The 
loneliness that’s been plaguing you will 
subside, not because of some grand cou-
rageous action, but through the ordinary, 
everyday experience of connecting with 
people.
VIRGO: Recently, you’ve worried that 
your gifts are going to waste — that your 
wisdom, your skills, your courage, are all 
being devoured by the long hours spent at 
work that pays the bills. There’s certainly 

nothing wrong with doing what you have 
to in order to stay afloat, but you know in 
your heart that you have more ideas, more 
love, more energy to offer.
LIBRA: From where you stand, you’ve 
been struggling to see how our world could 
ever truly be repaired: the forces of vio-
lence are too powerful, the injustice runs 
too deep. But even if you’ve thought and 
fought and found no satisfying answers, no 
convincing reason for optimism, you have 
to keep going anyway.
SCORPIO: Honesty matters a great deal 
to you, even (maybe especially) in situ-
ations when most people would prefer 
a comforting lie. For you, false hope is 
worse than none at all. And so it’s easy 
for you to lose sight of the fact that you 
need and deserve some levity every now 
and then. This week, accept every oppor-
tunity to make your friends laugh, to walk 
outside and feel the sun on your skin, to 
simply delight in the beauty in the world.
SAGITTARIUS: Your life is meaningful, 
of course, but it doesn’t always feel that 
way to you. You worry that you’re missing 
out on some greater purpose, wasting your 
precious time here on earth. This week, 
though, pay attention and you’ll notice the 
magic, and the importance, of the every-

dayness of your life. All the little experi-
ences you have, all the tiny moments of 
connection with others, are adding up to 
something beautiful and valuable.
CAPRICORN: These days, you feel 
guilty for just about everything: for work-
ing too much, or too little, or in the wrong 
ways. For your actions, your emotions, 
your personality itself. But getting through 
the day has been hard enough lately with-
out you being this hard on yourself, too. 
You don’t believe it when your friends af-
firm that you’re doing your best.
ACQUARIUS: In such a vast and won-
drous universe full of compelling people, 
places, and ideas, you hardly find it neces-
sary to focus on your comparatively quiet 
interior life, your emotional needs. You 
prefer to direct your energies outward, and 
you can be magnanimous beyond measure 
with your attentions.
PISCES: It’ll seem to you like everyone 
you encounter this week wants to tell you 
what to do. They all have an opinion on 
the right and wrong ways to be, to dream, 
to go about changing the world. Many of 
their ideas will be smart and useful, worth 
listening to. But you cannot live out every 
possibility, or join in every good fight. Not 
in a week, not even in a lifetime.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE: JUNE 1-7, 2022

MONACO: Sergio Perez won a rain-de-
layed, crash-halted and ultimately 
nail-biting Monaco Grand Prix for Red 
Bull on Sunday to make his dream come 
true as another evaporated for Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc.
The Mexican’s teammate Max Verstap-
pen finished third to stretch his Formula 
One championship lead over Leclerc, 
who was fourth, to nine points after sev-
en of 22 races.
Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz was second, for 
the second year in succession. Leclerc 
had started on pole position but Ferrari 
were outsmarted on strategy and he was 
leapfrogged by the Red Bull drivers in 
the pitstops.
He at least ended a home jinx to become 
the first Monegasque to score in Mona-
co since Louis Chiron finished third in 
1950, the year the championship began, 
but the race had promised so much more.
The win was the third of Perez’s career 
and second for Red Bull, and it ended 
with a thrilling chase on a treacherous 
street circuit where the difference be-
tween success and failure is measured in 
millimetres. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: West Indies ex-skipper 
Darren Sammy was one of the player 
who helped revive international cricket 
in Pakistan. He was awarded Sitara-e-Pa-
kistan for his contributions in this regard.
Sammy played his first Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) match for Peshawar Zalmi 
as a skipper against Quetta Gladiators in 
the inaugural edition of the tournament 
in 2017.
On his Twitter handle, Sammy expressed 
his gratitude for receiving such an hon-
orable award. “There it is, me collect-
ing the Sitara-I-Pakistan award. Such a 
proud moment,” he wrote.
Darren Sammy is considered one of the 
most successful skippers in international 
cricket. He led his national team to two 
T20 World Cup titles, one in 2012 and 
the other in 2018.
Sammy has represented West Indies in 
38 Tests, 126 one-day internationals and 
68 T20 internationals. He has also played 
in the leagues including PSL, Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL). (Agencies)
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Luxry Apartment for sale 
in Peshawar

3 bed with 4 bathrooms, lounge , 
kitchen, store, drawing, dining,

balkony, corner flat  
with parking space

Contact: 0305-9006082
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TBILISI: The leader of Georgia’s break-
away region of South Ossetia has can-
celled plans to hold a referendum on 
joining Russia which his predecessor had 
scheduled for July 17.
South Ossetia was at the centre of the 
Russia-Georgia war in 2008 after which 
the Kremlin recognised the territory as 
an independent state and stationed mil-
itary bases there.
In a decree issued on Monday, the Mos-
cow-controlled enclave’s de facto Presi-
dent Alan Gagloev invoked “uncertainty 
of the legal consequences of the issue 
submitted to a referendum”.
The decree also stressed “the inadmissi-
bility of a unilateral decision of a refer-
endum on issues affecting the legitimate 

rights and interests of the Russian Feder-
ation”. Gagloev ordered “to hold, with-
out delay, consultations with the Russian 
side on the entire range of issues related 
to the further integration of South Osse-
tia and the Russian Federation”.
On May 13, Gagloev’s predecessor, Ana-
toly Bibilov, signed a decree on holding 
the referendum, citing the region’s “his-
toric aspiration” to join Russia, his office 
said at the time. Bibilov lost his bid for 
re-election earlier this month. Russia has 
expressed hope that Gagloev will pre-
serve “continuity” in ties with Moscow.
Tbilisi has previously denounced as 
“unacceptable” plans by South Ossetia 
to hold a referendum on joining Russia. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif departed for a three-day visit to 
Turkey over the invitation of Turkish Pres-
ident Racep Tayyip Erdogan’s.
The visit is part of the series of visits for 
the renewal of bilateral relations with 
Pakistan’s traditional trusted friends and 
brotherly countries.
A high-level delegation, including Minis-
ter for Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb and Minister of Com-
merce Naveed Qamar and key members 
of the cabinet, are accompanying PM She-
hbaz Sharif on his visit aimed at boosting 

friendly ties with Ankara.
In addition to promoting relations between 
the two countries, Marriyum Aurangzeb 
said the visit would be important for en-
hancing cooperation in investment, trade, 
health, education, culture, and other areas 
of mutual interest.
Moreover, Pak-Turkish Business Council 
will hold meetings with Turkish investors 
and businessmen. Foreign Minister Bila-
wal-Bhutto who is already in Turkey will 
join the delegation in Ankara, while busi-
ness community representatives will fly to 
Turkey on a commercial flight. (Agencies)

YANGON: Myanmar’s junta has re-
voked the licence of a publishing house 
for selling a popular foreign book on the 
military’s brutal crackdown on the Ro-
hingya minority, state media said today.
Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fled 
Buddhist-majority Myanmar during a 
military crackdown in 2017, bringing 
with them harrowing reports of murder, 
rape and arson.
In March, the US officially declared 
that the violence against the Rohingya 
amounted to genocide, saying there was 
clear evidence of an attempt to “destroy” 
the group. Lwin Oo publishing house 
had its licence revoked after it was found 
to be offering “Myanmar’s Rohingya 
Genocide” by Irish-Australian academic 
Ronan Lee for sale online, according to a 
notice in the state-backed Myanma Alinn 
newspaper. According to the author’s 
website, the book explores Rohingya 

history and identity and documents the 
historical marginalisation and abuses 
against the community.
It relies on extensive Rohingya testimo-
ny and historical research and has been 
lauded by foreign commentators on 
Myanmar and the Rohingya. Offering 
the book for sale “violated the publish-
ing and printing law”, the Myanma Alinn 
statement said, which forbids expres-
sion that can cause “racial and cultural 
violence between ethnic groups”. Lwin 
Oo’s licence to operate was withdrawn 
on May 28, the notice said.
The publisher could not be reached for 
comment. Around 900,000 Rohingya are 
currently living in the world’s largest ref-
ugee camp in neighbouring Bangladesh.
The roughly 600,000 Rohingya estimat-
ed to still live in Myanmar are widely 
seen as interlopers from Bangladesh. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: A Japanese court today or-
dered a nuclear power plant in Hokkaido 
to remain offline as requested by over 
1,000 plaintiffs due to safety concerns, 
in a rare decision issued while the oper-
ator is seeking permission from authori-
ties to restart the plant.
The Sapporo District Court ruled that 
Hokkaido Electric Power Co should not 
resume operation of all three reactors at 
its Tomari nuclear plant in the suit filed 
in November 2011.
But the court rejected that the plant be 
decommissioned as requested by some 
1,200 plaintiffs including local residents, 
in the first ruling on the scrapping of a 
nuclear power station.

All three reactors had been taken offline 
for regular inspections by May 2012 
and remain idled, with Hokkaido Elec-
tric Power undergoing screening by the 
Nuclear Regulation Authority to restart 
them under tighter rules introduced af-
ter the Fukushima crisis. In the latest in 
a series of similar suits filed since the 
nuclear crisis, the court said the power 
company has not provided evidence of 
the safety of spent nuclear fuel stored at 
the plant and the plant does not have ad-
equate protection against tsunami. It said 
that in the case of a plant accident, 44 
of the plaintiffs who live within a 30km 
radius would have their human rights 
hindered. (Agencies)

BERN: Swiss customs authorities said 
Tuesday they had discovered a nearly 
700-year-old antique Japanese samurai 
sword during a routine vehicle search, af-
ter it was smuggled into the country.
The Federal Office for Customs and Bor-
der Security said in a statement the Ka-
tana sword, dated to 1353 and valued at 
650,000 euros ($700,000), had been dis-

covered in a car with Swiss plates during 
a routine search near Zurich.
Several other objects were also found in 
the car, including an antique book, a con-
tract and the sales invoice.
The driver, accompanied by his daugh-
ter, had not registered the objects at the 
Thayngen border crossing from Germany, 
the statement said. (Agencies)

BRUSSEL: The tobacco industry is a 
far greater threat than many realise as 
it is one of the world’s biggest pollut-
ers, from leaving mountains of waste 
to driving global warming, the World 
Health Organization has warned in a 
new report.
The WHO report Tobacco: Poisoning 
Our Planet, published on Tuesday to 
coincide with World No Tobacco Day, 
outlined new findings on the extent to 
which the tobacco industry is harming 
both the environment and human health.
It found that the tobacco industry is re-
sponsible for the annual loss of eight 
million human lives, 600 million trees, 

200,000 hectares of land, 22 billion 
tonnes of water, and releases about 84 
million tonnes of CO2 into the Earth’s 
atmosphere. The report found that the 
carbon footprint from production, pro-
cessing and transporting tobacco is 
equivalent to one-fifth of the CO2 pro-
duced by the commercial airline indus-
try each year, further contributing to 
global warming. 
The findings are “quite devastating,” 
Ruediger Krech, WHO director of 
health promotion, told AFP news agen-
cy, slamming the industry as “one of 
the biggest polluters that we know of”. 
(Agencies)

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) — 
Historically skeptical about European 
Union efforts to deepen cooperation, 
Danish voters on Wednesday will 
choose whether to abandon the coun-
try’s decision three decades ago to opt 
out of the bloc’s common defense pol-
icy.
The Danish referendum comes as the 
latest example of European countries 
seeking closer defense links with al-
lies in response to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. It follows Sweden and Fin-
land’s historic bids to join NATO — 
something to be taken up at a summit 
next month.
Denmark joining the EU defense poli-
cy would have a relatively modest im-
pact on Europe’s security architecture, 
particularly compared to Sweden and 

Finland joining NATO. But Christine 
Nissen, a researcher with the Danish 
Institute for International Studies, said 
both moves are “part of the same story,” 
and would strengthen military coopera-
tion on a continent stunned by the war 
in Ukraine.
She said the main effect of abandoning 
the opt-out decision would be that Dan-
ish officials could stay in the room when 
EU colleagues discuss defense topics 
and Danish forces could take part in the 
bloc’s military operations. Denmark, a 
founding member of NATO, has stayed 
on the sidelines of EU efforts to build a 
common security and defense policy in 
parallel with the trans-Atlantic alliance. 
It was one of four opt-out moves that 
Danes insisted on before adopting the 
EU’s Maastricht Treaty. (Agencies)

LONDON: The United Kingdom has an-
nounced it will start offering work visas 
to graduates from the world’s top uni-
versities, aiming to attract the “best and 
brightest” workers.
Under the scheme announced on Mon-
day, graduates with a bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s degree from the top 50 universities 
abroad can apply for a two-year work 
visa, and those with doctorates can apply 
for a three-year visa.
They will be allowed to bring family 
members with them and be able to switch 
to longer-term employment visas, the 
government said.
Under the new scheme, applicants must 
have been awarded degrees no more than 

five years before the date of application.
Eligible universities must appear in the 
top 50 rankings of at least two of the 
following: the Times Higher Education 
world university rankings, the Academic 
Ranking of World Universities and the 
Quacquarelli Symonds world university 
rankings. The most recent list of eligible 
universities from 2021, published online 
by the UK government, comprised more 
than two dozen US universities, as well 
as institutions in Canada, Japan, Germa-
ny, China, Singapore, France and Swe-
den. The government said candidates 
must pass a security and criminality 
check, and be able to speak, read, listen. 
(Agencies)

TEHRAN: The death toll from last 
week’s collapse of a tower block in 
southwestern Iran has risen to 34, state 
media reported Tuesday, as emergency 
crews continue to comb the rubble.
A large section of the 10-storey Metropol 
building that was under construction in a 
busy street in the city of Abadan crashed 
to the ground on May 23, leading to one 
of the country’s deadliest disasters in re-
cent years.
“The total number of fatalities stands at 
34 with the discovery of another body 
this morning,” state news agency IRNA 
quoted the city’s governor Ehsan Ab-
baspour as saying.
That leaves four people unaccounted for 
from the 38 authorities had previously 
said were missing in the collapse.
Over the past week, night-time protests 
have been held in Abadan and other cit-

ies in Khuzestan province to demand 
that those responsible be prosecuted and 
punished. “Incompetent officials must be 
executed” was among the slogans chant-
ed by protesters, Iran’s Fars news agen-
cy reported. At a memorial ceremony 
in Abadan late on Sunday, hundreds of 
hecklers drowned out a speech by a local 
member of the Assembly of Experts, the 
body that selects Iran’s supreme leader. 
Others poured onto a platform used by 
state television, knocking a camera to the 
ground, the Tasnim news agency report-
ed. According to the provincial judiciary, 
13 people have been arrested in connec-
tion with the building collapse, including 
the mayor and two former mayors.
In January 2017, 22 people, including 16 
firefighters, died in a blaze that engulfed 
the 15-storey Plasco shopping centre in 
the capital Tehran. (Agencies)
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