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ISLAMABAD: Federal government 
announced a progressive and relief-ori-
ented growth budget for the fiscal year 
2022-23, with a total outlay of Rs 9.502 
trillion to stabilize the ailing economy 
and lessen the sufferings of downtrodden 
segments of the society.
Announcing the radical national devel-
opment and pro-common man initia-
tives in the National Assembly, Minister 
for Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail 
said the budget was being presented at a 
critical juncture as the previous govern-
ment had caused a huge damage to the 
economy during its three years and nine 
months tenure.
He said the government had embarked 
on introducing drastic measures in the 
Federal Budget 2022-23 to uplift and 
put the economy on sustainable growth 
trajectory.
The finance minister said out of total 
Rs 9.502 trillion budget allocations, an 
amount of Rs 2,950 billion had been al-
located for debt servicing whereas and 
Rs 800 billion would be utilized for the 
Public Sector Development Programme 
(PSDP 2022-23).
He said an amount of Rs1,523 billion had 
been proposed for defence expenditures, 
Rs 550 billion for civil administration 
and Rs 530 billion for pensions. Similar-
ly, Rs 699 billion had been proposed for 
providing targeted subsidies to the poor 
segments of society.
The finance minister said the revenue 
collection by the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) had been estimated at Rs 
7,004 billion during the fiscal year 2022-
23, out of which Rs 4,100 would be the 
provincial share.
He said the net tax revenues with the fed-
eral government had been estimated at 
Rs 4,904 billion whereas the non-tax rev-
enues were projected at Rs 2,000 billion.
The finance minister while giving details 
of budgetary estimates of the current fis-
cal year (2021-22), said the total revenue 
collection would reach Rs 6,000 billion, 

out of which share of the provinces 
would be Rs.3,512.
He said the net revenues of federal 
government would be Rs 3,803 billion 
whereas the non-tax revenues were esti-
mated at Rs 1,315 billion. The total ex-
penditures of the current fiscal year had 
been estimated at Rs 9,118 billion where-
as the PSDP expenditures would be Rs 
550 billion and around Rs 3,144 would 
be total amount of debt servicing during 
the current year.
The finance minister said out of total 
Rs 9.502 trillion budget allocations, an 
amount of Rs 2,950 billion had been al-
located for debt servicing whereas and 
Rs 800 billion would be utilized for the 
Public Sector Development Programme 
(PSDP 2022-23). 
He said an amount of Rs1,523 billion had 
been proposed for defence expenditures, 
Rs 550 billion for civil administration 
and Rs 530 billion for pensions. Similar-
ly, Rs 699 billion had been proposed for 
providing targeted subsidies to the poor 
segments of society. 
The finance minister said the revenue 
collection by the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) had been estimated at Rs 
7,004 billion during the fiscal year 2022-
23, out of which Rs 4,100 would be the 
provincial share. He said the net tax rev-
enues with the federal government had 
been estimated at Rs 4,904 billion. (APP)

Budget-2022-23

Govt unveils budget with outlay of Rs9.5tr
Subsidies on sugar, wheat flour proposed.  

Subsidies on fuel to end soon. Govt employees’ salaries 
up 15pc, pension 5pc. Opposition rejects federal budget.

KYIV: Civilians fled intense fighting in 
eastern Ukraine as Russian and Ukrainian 
forces engaged in a grinding battle of attri-
tion for key cities in the country’s industrial 
heartland.
Mostly women, children and elderly resi-
dents left on a special evacuation train that 
departed from the city of Pokrovsk and 
headed west. “We live on the front line 
now,” said Svitlana Kaplun, whose family 
fled as shelling reached their neighborhood 
in the city of Krasnohorivka. “The kids are 
worried all the time, they are afraid to sleep 
at night, so we decided to take them out.”
After a bungled attempt to overrun Kyiv, 
Ukraine’s capital, in the early days of the 
war, Russia shifted its focus to an eastern 
region of coal mines and factories known 

as the Donbas. The area borders Russia 
and has been partly controlled by Mos-
cow-backed separatists since 2014.
The fighting there has led to mounting ca-
sualties and renewed pleas from Ukraine 
to the West for more weapons. Mykhailo 
Podolyak, an adviser to Ukraine’s presi-
dent said in an interview that the daily loss 
of 100 to 200 Ukrainian soldiers is the re-
sult of a “complete lack of parity” between 
Ukraine and Russia.
He said only more advanced Western 
weaponry will turn back the Russian offen-
sive and force Moscow to the negotiating 
table. 
The Ukrainian port city of Mariupol, all but 
destroyed by weeks of shelling and now 
under Russian control, is at risk of a major 

cholera outbreak, the UK defence ministry 
says.
Much of the city’s infrastructure is dam-
aged or destroyed and water has mixed 
with sewage, according to the UN.
Cholera is usually caught by eating or 
drinking contaminated food or water and is 
closely linked to poor sanitation.  
“During the recording of criminal offences, 
it has become known that 24 more children 
died in Mariupol, Donetsk region, as a re-
sult of the indiscriminate shelling by the 
Russian military,” the office said on the 
Telegram messaging app.
Ukrainian troops “are doing everything to 
stop the offensive, as much as they possi-
bly can, as long as there are enough heavy 
weapons, modern artillery -- all that we 
have asked for and continue to ask for from 
our partners,” Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said in his nightly video ad-
dress on June 10.
Zelenskiy said “very difficult battles” were 
ongoing, including in the eastern Donbas 
region where Moscow has concentrated its 
firepower.
Zelenskiy said Russia wants to destroy ev-
ery city in the Donbas. “Every city, that’s 
not an exaggeration. Like Volnovakha, like 
Mariupol. All of these ruins of once-happy 
cities, the black traces of fires, the craters 
from explosions -- this is all that Russia 
can give to its neighbors, to Europe, to the 
world.” (Agencies)

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Civilians flee intense fighting in eastern Ukraine
Kyiv pleads for more weapons from West. Cholera outbreak kills 24 more children in Mariupol

OSLO: The Norwegian government has 
donated 22 M109 155mm tracked self-pro-
pelled howitzers to Ukraine to help the 
country repel Russian attacks.
The government said this in a press release, 
according to Ukrinform.
The donation also includes gear, spare 
parts and ammunition. Moreover, Norway 
has also trained Ukrainian soldiers on how 
to use the system.
“The Ukrainian Armed Forces depend on 
Western support and are in need of weap-
ons and equipment to withstand Russian 
attacks. Ukraine has specifically requested 
this type of weapon. The development in 
the war in Ukraine now suggests that it is 
necessary to also donate heavier artillery 
and weapons’ systems,” said Norwegian 
Minister of Defence, Bjørn Arild Gram.
According to the statement, the artillery 
pieces have been shipped from Norway. 
The Norwegian government has waited to 
publicly announce the donation for secu-
rity reasons. Future donations may not be 
announced or commented upon. 
(Agencies)

TAIPEI: The United States has approved 
a possible US$120 million (RM527 mil-
lion) sale of parts to help Taiwan main-
tain its warships, which the island’s de-
fence ministry said would help ensure 
combat readiness in the face of China’s 
“frequent activities” near the island.
The US Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency said in a statement it had deliv-
ered the required certification notifying 
Congress following State Department 
approval for the sale, which was re-
quested by Taiwan’s de facto embassy in 
Washington.
It said the sale covered unclassified spare 
and repair parts for ships and ship sys-
tems, logistical technical assistance, US 
government and contractor representa-
tive technical and logistical support.
“The proposed sale will contribute to the 

sustainment of the recipient’s surface 
vessel fleet, enhancing its ability to meet 
current and future threats,” it said in the 
Wednesday statement, adding the parts 
would be sourced from “approved US 
Navy vendors and/or US Navy stock”. 
it said. 
Taiwan’s defence ministry said the deal 
was expected to come into effect within 
one month, and expressed its thanks to 
the United States for its support in help-
ing Taiwan be able to protect itself.
“In view of the recent frequent activities 
of Chinese warships in the sea and air-
space around our country, the ship parts 
that the United States has agreed to sell 
will help maintain the proper equipment 
and consumption of our naval ships and 
meet the actual needs of combat readi-
ness tasks,” it said. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The House passed 
a wide-ranging gun control bill in re-
sponse to recent mass shootings in Buf-
falo, New York, and Uvalde, Texas, that 
would raise the age limit for purchasing 
a semiautomatic rifle and prohibit the 
sale of ammunition magazines with a 
capacity of more than 15 rounds.
The legislation passed by a mostly par-
ty-line vote of 223-204. It has almost no 
chance of becoming law as the Senate 
pursues negotiations focused on im-
proving mental health programs, bol-
stering school security and enhancing 
background checks. But the House bill 
does allow Democratic lawmakers a op-
portunity to frame for voters in Novem-
ber where they stand on policies that 
polls show are widely supported.
“We can’t save every life, but my God, 
shouldn’t we try? America, we hear 
you, and today in the House we are 
taking the action you are demanding,” 
said Representative Veronica Escobar, a 
Texas Democrat. “Take note of who is 
with you and who is not.”
The push comes after a House commit-
tee heard wrenching testimony from re-

cent shooting victims and family mem-
bers, including from Miah Cerrillo, 11, 
who covered herself with a dead class-
mate’s blood to avoid being shot at the 
Uvalde elementary school.
The cycle of mass shootings in the Unit-
ed States has rarely stirred Congress to 
act. But the shooting of 19 children and 
two teachers in Uvalde has revived ef-
forts in a way that has lawmakers from 
both parties talking about the need to 
respond. “The answer is not to destroy 
the Second Amendment, but that is 
exactly where the Democrats want to 
go,” said Representative Jim Jordan, an 
Ohio Republican.
The work to find common ground is 
mostly taking place in the Senate, 
where support from 10 Republicans 
will be needed to get a bill signed into 
law. Nearly a dozen Democratic and 
Republican senators met privately for 
an hour Wednesday in hopes of reach-
ing a framework for compromise legis-
lation by week’s end. Participants said 
more conversations were needed about 
a plan that is expected to propose mod-
est steps. (Agencies)

US approves $120m sale to maintain 
Taiwanese warships

Norway gives 22 
howitzers to Ukraine

US passes gun control bill, after NY, Texas deaths 

UNITED NATIONS: China and Russia 
took aim at the US during a landmark 
UN General Assembly session, accusing 
Washington of stoking tensions on the Ko-
rean Peninsula.
The session was held for Beijing and Mos-
cow to explain their decisions last month 
to veto a US draft resolution in the Secu-
rity Council that would have imposed new 
sanctions on North Korea.

China’s ambassador to the UN, Zhang 
Jun, hit out at Washington’s approach to 
Pyongyang, saying tension on the penin-
sula has “developed to what it is today, pri-
marily due to the flip flop of US policies”, 
before making a plea for easing sanctions 
against North Korea.
Moscow’s deputy ambassador to the UN, 
Anna Evstigneeva, also called for the sanc-
tions to be lifted. North Korea needs more 

humanitarian aid and the west should stop 
blaming Pyongyang for tensions, she said.
Speaking for the US, deputy ambassador 
Jeffrey DeLaurentis dismissed the accusa-
tions, saying the current sanctions and pro-
posals to add more are in direct response to 
North Korea’s actions.
“We seek a dialogue with Pyongyang 
without preconditions. We have passed 
this message on through private channels 
as well, including high level personal mes-
sages from senior US officials to senior 
DPRK officials,” he said, using an acro-
nym for North Korea.
Washington believes North Korea, which 
has carried out a blitz of sanctions-busting 
weapons tests this year, is poised to test a 
new nuclear weapon.
Pyongyang’s ambassador, Kim Song, jus-
tified his country’s military tests by stress-
ing that articles of the UN Charter “clear-
ly stipulate that every state has inherent 
rights of individual or collective self de-
fence”. (Agencies)

China, Russia say US stoking North Korean tensions

GENEVA: The risk of monkeypox becom-
ing established in non-endemic nations 
is real, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) warned, with more than a thousand 
cases now confirmed in such countries.
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said the UN health agency was not rec-
ommending mass vaccination against the 
virus, and added that no deaths had been 
reported so far from the outbreaks.
“The risk of monkeypox becoming estab-

lished in non-endemic countries is real,” 
Tedros told a press conference. The zoo-
notic disease is endemic in humans in nine 
African countries but outbreaks have been 
reported in the past month in several other 
states – mostly in Europe, and notably in 
Britain, Spain and Portugal.
“More than 1,000 confirmed cases of mon-
keypox have now been reported to WHO 
from 29 countries that are not endemic for 
the disease,” Tedros said. (Agencies)

Monkeypox outbreak tops 1,000 
cases, WHO warns of ‘real’ risk
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Emergency Phone 
Numbers

Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade 
Cantt:

091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

PESHAWAR: The Government of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (GoKP) issued three 
letters of intent (LOIs) to EnerTech 
Holding a State Owned Entity of Kuwait 
during a ceremony held here in the Chief 
Minister’s House.
EnerTech Holding had signed multiple 
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) 
with the GoKP at Dubai Expo 2020 in-
cluding the development and implemen-
tation of green hydrogen, urban devel-
opment, food processing and integrated 
tourism zones (ITZs).
The ceremony was held to issue LOIs on 
green hydrogen and urban development 
projects.
Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Mahmood Khan was chief guest on the 

occasion while Provincial Minister for Fi-
nance, Taimur Salim Jhagara, Special As-
sistant to KP CM on Information, Barris-
ter Muhammad Ali Saif, Special Assistant 
on Industries & Investment, Abdul Karim, 
Additional Chief Secretary Shahab Ali 
Shah, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) KP-
BOIT Hassan Daud Butt, CEO EnerTech 
Holding Abdullah Al-Mutairi, Chairman 
Pak-Kuwait Investment Company Mo-
hammad A.M. Al-Fares and other relevant 
officials attended the ceremony.
The purpose of the endures of the pro-
vincial government was the promotion 
of new avenues of renewable energy and 
alternative fuels sources and achieve sus-
tainable urban growth in the province The 
Kuwaiti company will invest $250 mil-

lion on establishing two green hydrogen 
projects on run-of-the-river hydel plants 
of Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development 
Organization (PEDO) to produce green 
hydrogen and green ammonia.
The proposed project sites include 84 
MW Matiltan hydropower project and 69 
MW Lawi hydro power project.
The company will also invest $750 mil-
lion to build a Satellite and Smart City at 
Khanpur by taking into account a range of 
aspects relevant to well-being, including 
affordability, environmental and econom-
ic impacts.
The project on completion was expect-
ed to bring huge investment and gener-
ate economic activities in the province. 
Speaking on the occasion, the chief min-
ister said that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government had signed 44 MoUs worth 
Eight billion Dollars with foreign in-
vestment companies at the recently held 
Dubai Expo 2020. He added that, in pur-
suance of MoUs, investment of Kuwait 
investment company in the province was 
laudable.
The chief minister appreciated the admin-
istration of EnerTech Holding, Kuwait 
investment company, for making huge 
investment in the province and said that 
the provincial government would extend 
all out support to the company. Kuwaiti 
investment would open new avenues of 
foreign investment, he added. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Election Com-
missioner Muhammad Farid Afridi on 
Tuesday directed all the district election 
officers to create awareness among people 
regarding functioning of the display cen-
ters across the province.
 Addressing a meeting of regional and dis-
trict election commissioners here, the KP 
Election Commissioner said complaint 
cells must completely be functionalized 
so that no one was deprived of registration 
or correction of his or her vote in elector-
al lists. The meeting, besides others, was 
also attended by Admin Provincial Elec-
tion Commissioner Muhammad Javed 
Khan, Director IMS Haider Ali, Director 
Election Khushaal Zada, Deputy Director 
Election Kashif Abbas, Deputy Director 
Admin Wazir Malik and field officers. 
Director Election Khushaal Zada gave a 
detailed briefing on electoral lists and dis-
play centers.
The KP Election Commissioner said the 
preparation of error-free electoral lists was 
the prime responsibility of the Election 
Commission. He stressed upon the field 
officers to utilize local media, FM chan-

nels and social media for sensitizing peo-
ple on the importance of their vote.
By taking civil societies and political par-
ties into confidence, he said people should 
be provided guidance on working of the 
display centers. Tentative electoral lists 
would remain on display at the centers till 
June 19, 2022. At the display centers peo-
ple could register, correct or object on any 
name in the voters’ lists, he said.
Besides, Farid said, complaint cells should 
be established for addressing complaints 
regarding the transfer of votes, correction 
and registration of new voters. He also 
stressed on keeping close contact with all 
the stakeholders in that regard and direct-
ed the officers to pay surprise visits to the 
display centers for close monitoring of 
their performance.
He also appealed to the political parties 
and civil society to actively participate in 
Election Commission’s process of prepar-
ing error-free electoral lists for ensuring 
free, fair and transparent elections, adding 
that error-free voters’ lists were prerequi-
site for strengthening the democratic pro-
cess. (APP)

Govt issues LOIs to Kuwaiti firm for energy projects

EC directs officers to spread awareness 
on functioning of display centers

PESHAWAR: A child was killed and 
eight other persons sustained injuries 
roof and wall collapse incidents caused 
by dust storm which lashed Peshawar.
According to details, several incidents of 
damage to property were reported due to 
dust storm that hit the provincial metrop-
olis with an intensity of around 76 miles 
per hour.
Roof and wall collapse incidents were re-
ported from Badabair, Kohat Road, Na-
mak Mandi, Ganj Gate, Shah Dand and 
Mohallah Kuda Dad. Rescue 1122 teams 
are busy in rescue operations in the af-
fected areas.
The windstorm of high intensity hit 
the provincial capital in the afternoon, 

smashing windowpanes and uprooting 
trees causing traffic suspension in vari-
ous areas. The child was killed and eight 
persons were injured in wall collapse 
incidents in various parts of the city, the 
rescuers said.
The wind-cum- dust storm created a pan-
ic, forcing the people to take shelter in 
the roadside building. The windstorm 
also caused power suspension and sev-
eral areas were plunged into darkness till 
late in the night. 
The billboards and window glasses were 
smashed in many areas and uprooted 
trees caused traffic suspension on Dilz-
ak and many other roads in the city and 
cantonment.

PESHAWAR: The Senate committees of 
Abdul Wali Khan University (AWKU), 
University of Buner, (UoB), Kohat 
University of Science and Technology 
(KUST) Tuesday approved annual bud-
get for the year 2022-23.
The Senate meeting chaired by pro-
vincial minister for Higher education 
Kamran Bangash and attended by Vice 
Chancellors of the universities reviewed 
ongoing development projects.
The Senate directed the universities to 
prepare financial resource plan and stra-
tegic plan in accordance with the Univer-
sity Act and present to the committees 
within three month.
The Vice-Chancellors were directed in 
the Senate sessions to include various 
suggestions, shortcomings and observa-

tions of the Senate members in the bud-
get. The Senate meeting of AWKU Mar-
dan directed the university to increase 
the size of non-teaching staff according 
to the agreed formula. The Senate meet-
ing did not approve the distribution of 
Deduction Reduction Allowance (DRA) 
to the employees of the varsity.
The meeting also decided to allow the 
Senate members to visit AWKU and give 
feedback to the university administration 
regarding development and curriculum 
programs.
The Senate meeting of the University of 
Buner decided to prepare a plan to send a 
special case to the provincial government 
for resolving financial issues. The Senate 
directed the UoB to include development 
programs and KPIS in the budget.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) Pakistan 
organized a workshop for print and elec-
tronic media journalists to sensitize them 
on Pakistan’s water security challenges.
According to a press release issued 
here, the event was organized to mark 
the World Environment Day, which is 
celebrated every year on 5 June to raise 
awareness for the conservation of planet 
earth.
The theme for this year’s World Environ-
ment Day was ‘Only One Earth’ which 
called for collective and transformative 
action on a global scale to celebrate, pro-
tect and restore the planet.
At the workshop, IWMI’s Representa-
tive for Pakistan and Central Asia Dr. 

Mohsin Hafeez gave a presentation on 
the prevailing water crisis in Pakistan 
and how it was taking toll on remote 
communities.
He said, “Pakistan’s population is in-
creasing at 2.4% annually, which is the 
highest in South Asia and is adding pres-
sure on water resources.” Similarly, the 
agriculture sector received 90% of water 
share and water demand from agriculture 
and other sectors was also increasing, he 
said, adding this was further compound-
ed by the fact that Pakistan was among 
the top 10 countries most vulnerable to 
climate change. “Our increasing depen-
dence on the Indus River for our water 
requirements has also made us vulnera-
ble to climatic shocks,” he added. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Elections for Govern-
ing Body (GB) of Pakistan Engineering 
Council (PEC) were held for the year 
2021-2024. Four candidates contested 
for one seat of GB member in the cate-
gory of Mechanical/Industrial/ Mechan-
tronics/Aerospace/Nuclear/Automobile 
Engineering.  Engr. Prof. Dr. Afzal Khan 
won the election for the category, secur-
ing 1702 votes in more than 145 polling 
stations throughout Pakistan. Prof. Dr. 
Afzal Khan is serving at the department 
of Mechanical Engineering as Faculty 
and the Provost of the University of En-
gineering and Technology, Peshawar.

PESHAWAR: People of all walks of life 
including labourers, farmers, academi-
cians, economists, tribal elders, pension-
ers and civil society here Wednesday 
highly lauded the Prime Minister’s initia-
tive of starting low-priced wheat flour for 
the masses of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Highly appreciating commencement of 
inexpensive flour to people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa from ‘Shehbaz Speed’, the 
PMLN Member Provincial Assembly, 
Ikhtiar Wali Khan said the premier She-
hbaz Sharif has won the hearts and minds 
of millions of people of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa for this landmark initiative for 
them.
He said that provision of Rs40 per kg flour 
has been started in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
on the order of the Prime Minister and 
people are getting it with ease. Wali said 
100 mobile stores have started working 

for provision of low-priced flour to res-
idents of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, adding 
KP was divided into Abbottabad and Pe-
shawar’s zones for provision of speedy 
and systematic affordable flour supply to 
people. He said the facility would be later 
extended to the whole province.
Ms Sobia Shahid, Provincial President 
PMLN Women Wing said Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif had fulfilled yet another 
promise with the people of KP. She said 
more than 50,000 bags of subsidized flour 
were sold in Abbottabad and Peshawar 
zones in two days.
In Abbottabad, she said about 22,070 flour 
bags were sold whereas more than 23,400 
were distributed in Peshawar zone. She 
said the number of mobile stores would be 
increased up to 200 by June 13 to ensure 
the facility is enjoyed by each and every 
deserving citizen.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Housing Min-
ister, Dr. Amjad Ali Tuesday during a 
monthly review meeting directed to ex-
pedite work on construction of residential 
colonies in merged districts.
The meeting was also attended by Addi-
tional Secretary Housing, Director Gen-
eral Pakistan Housing Authority and con-
cerned officials.
On the occasion, meeting was informed 
about Jarma Housing Scheme Kohat, High 
Rise flats Hayatabad, Civil Quarters Flat, 
Surezai Residencies, Peri Urban Housing 
Schemes, Merged Districts Residential 
Colonies, Hungu Township, Jalozai Hous-
ing Project, Media Colony Dangram, Ha-
valian Township and Rehman Baba Com-
plex.The meeting was told that 68 percent 
work on Jarma Housing Scheme has been 
completed and remaining work would 
complete with six months. It was told that 
work on High Rise Flats Hayatabad would 
complete in October this year. (APP)

One killed, eight injured as storm lashes Peshawar

Senate approves annual budget 2022-23 
of AWKU, UoB, KUST

Media sensitized on Pakistan’s water 
security challengesProf. Dr. Afzal Khan of UET elected as 

PEC’s GB member

People laud PM’s initiative of starting 
low-priced wheat flour

Construction work 
reviewed

PESHAWAR: The president APUBTA, 
Dr Sami ur Rahman and GS, Dr Imti-
az Ahmad attended the BPS teacher’s 
meetings at the University of Peshawar 
and with teachers of Agricultural Uni-
versity Peshawar yesterday. 
Various faculty members attended the 
meetings to make a strategy for attend-
ing the peaceful protest and sit-in in front 
of HEC on June 15. The APUBTA pres-
ident briefed the faculty about the legit-
imate fundamental rights and achieve-
ments made so far in the last two years’ 
struggles during more than 30 meetings 
with HEC. The GS discussed the agree-
ment made between APUBTA and HEC 
in presence of Deputy commissioner 
ICT Islamabad and then breaching of 
that agreement by the HEC. The faculty 

shared their sufferings and discrimina-
tion with the APUBTA leadership. 
The ASA president for agricultural uni-
versity Dr. Bashir Ahmad and Mr Arif 
Arif Khan from the University of Pesha-
war organised the meetings. 
Dr Jawad Ullah, Dr Wiqar un Nisa also 
attended the meetings as members of the 
core committee. 
The faculty members assured full sup-
port and affiliation with the association 
for achieving the longstanding funda-
mental legitimate rights as protected 
in the HEC ordinance and as notified 
by HEC as an agreement on March 10, 
2020. 
The faculty showed their grievances on 
breaching the mutually signed agree-
ment.

APUBTA held meetings at University of Peshawar 
and Agricultural University Peshawar
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Why load shedding is not ending?
The duration of load shedding has increased across the country as from 
10 to 12 hours long power outage is being carried out in rural areas. This 
prolonged load shedding has created difficulties for the people, even though 
the power outage has completely been eliminated during the PML-N’s pre-
vious government. Thus, the question is that it restarted as it has been re-
ported that in the last three years government of PTI, the power generation 
capacity has reduced by six to seven thousand megawatts. So this is a big 
question as who is responsible for this? 
When the PML-N government announced the end of load shedding in 2017, 
it was expected that the energy crisis would end for years not forever. How-
ever, it did not happen. Only three years later, a constant hours long power 
outage is hitting hard the country this time. A few questions come in mind 
that it seems that the plan through which the PML-N government stopped 
power breakdown across the country was not long-term, or it was much ex-
pensive and that’s why it was not easy for the PTI government to continue 
it. It is obvious that such decisions are made on political grounds and that 
don’t work in long term. And that’s why when the PTI government came to 
know that the PML-N government has made expensive agreements to end 
the energy crisis. Thus, it did not pay any attention to the power station, 
although it is necessary to repair the powerhouses in February and March 
before the onset of summer so that when the power consumption increases 
in April, the production capacity will not decrease. 
Political instability had arisen in the months in which the work was to take 
place. Due to the no-confidence motion, the government was focusing on 
defending power and fighting the opposition. When the new coalition gov-
ernment was formed the heat had begun, power consumption become high 
and production was low. There was not enough time to repair the closed 
powerhouses and immediately increase the power generation capacity, so 
load shedding increased. Now the PML-N led coalition government wants 
to reduce the duration of load shedding, but it is facing problems due to 
revolving loans, because power houses will not be able to increase pow-
er generation capacity unless payments are made to IPPs. Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif had announced that there would be no load shedding on 
May 1. But it is not a fact, because there is a huge gap between shortfall and 
power production and that is not easy to be met immediately

AFTER a gap of two years, the World 
Economic Forum was finally held in 
Davos from 22 to 26 May 2022. This 
year the Forum was organized under 
the theme, “History at a Turning Point: 
Government Policies and Business 
Strategies.
” For the last two years the forum was 
being held virtually-a far cry from the 
spirit of Davos which brings together 
around 3000 world leaders, politicians, 
top executives, journalists, economists 
and academics among others. It is a 
gathering of the rich and powerful where 
people network and share their ideas and 
optimism for finding new innovative 
ways for solving the world’s problems. 
The geo-political and geo-economic 
landscape of the world has dramatically 
changed during the last two years.
At the time of the last Davos summit in 
2020, the coronavirus outbreak in China 
was just a distant peril, world economy 
was buzzing and a major armed conflict 
in Europe was not on the list of major is-
sues threating the political and economic 
stability of the world. Therefore, an en-
hanced sense of anticipation surround-
ed WEF 22 as it was the first physical 
Annual Meeting since the outbreak of 
COVID-19, the war in Ukraine, meeting 
of global climate leaders since COP26, 
and growing US-China confrontation. 
The atmosphere at WEF 22 was evi-
dently different and the positivity of past 
meetings was replaced by the gloom of 
Ukraine war, persistence fear of resur-
gence of COVID-19, looming fears of 
world recession, surging inflation, tight-
ening monetary policies, dismal markets 
and crypto crash.
All these factors are perplexing investors 
and business leaders. The daily chaos of 
markets is frighteningly challenging for 
most. Against this backdrop of deepen-
ing global frictions and fractures and 
heightened fears about world economy, 
the absence of President Xi Jinping and 
President Putin was conspicuous, who 

have both attended the Davos gather-
ings in the past. Discussion, therefore, 
focused not only on who was there, but 
on who was not further solidifying fears 
that the world was receding to the poli-
tics of divisions of the cold war era.
On the political front, foreign affairs 
leaders shared their perspectives on the 
global geopolitical outlook. Participants 
emphasized that unity in the face of 
unprecedented challenges was crucial. 
Highlighting the direct consequences of 
Russia’s invasion on not just Ukraine, 
but the rest of the world too.
President of Ukraine thanked the inter-
national community for their support 
and appealed for continuous help. The 
leaders of European Union issued calls 
for continued cooperation, stressing that 
Russia should not be allowed to win this 
war. A palpable distrust of Russia and 
the underlying fear in Europe of the con-
sequences of the Ukraine war escalating 
further and affecting all of Europe was 
quite evident. Pakistan has been a per-
manent feature at the WEF right from 
its inception and has always contributed 
constructively to the discussion.
As usual Pakistan boldly put forward its 
position with the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs stating that, “the success 
of the global liberal order has been re-
specting and understanding the varying 
interests of countries. If current global 
leaders choose confrontation at this crit-
ical period over collaboration-we will 
create a much more dangerous place for 
future generations. ” She further stated 
the world had reached an inflexion point 
where every country was being asked to 
choose sides or get branded as being on 
the opposite side.
She urged the world leaders to choose 
collaboration over confrontation, follow 
a rule-based policy without cherry pick-
ing the rules and to stop weaponising the 
economic tools. Foreign Minister Bilaw-
al Bhutto shared Pakistan’s perspective 
on the economic and social impacts of 

the evolving geopolitical developments 
as well as the challenges arising from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, food and energy 
security, and climate change.
He also met his counterparts attend-
ing the annual meeting and interacted 
with the media. Some of the key take-
aways of this year’s WEF can be brief-
ly identified as follows: • Temperatures 
continuing to rise on the Ukraine war, 
dividing the world. • Deep anxiety on 
the state of global economy with econ-
omists raising concerns about inflation, 
wages and global trade affected by 
COVID pandemic and suggested ways 
to stabilize. • Investors debated the new 
investment regime, one in which rising 
interest rates, higher levels of inflation, 
fragmented de-globalization, heightened 
geopolitical risks and shifting structural 
forces, including a changing relationship 
between stocks and bonds, are creating 
the need for a new approach to building 
a resilient portfolio.
• There was also frustration about the 
need for a step increase in transition fi-
nance – both in the West and emerging 
markets. In the West, much of investors’ 
time and money has been focused on 
high growth companies enabling and 
providing solutions towards a green 
economy. • The future of globalization 
was a question that was of deep concern 
to many in the backdrop of the state of 
flux of the world politics.
The concept of the regionalization of 
globalization caught the imagination 
of many while the others questioned 
whether globalization was a thing of the 
past and may be difficult to resurrect. • 
Food and energy security and two crises 
linked to the war in Ukraine were also 
high on the agenda. Experts were of the 
opinion that that it was the first truly 
global energy crisis and warned that that 
the world faced the possibility.

—The writer is former Ambassador, 
based in Islamabad.

IT is never a formula for success in any 
field of life to leave every other thing and 
keep your eyes, hands, mind and focus on 
your target, and you will get it. No matter 
which profession and age of the life you 
belong to, you always need some energy 
injectors to keep you charged, happy and 
motivated. It is so essential to understand 
and identify these energy boosters as per 
your need which can trigger not only pos-
itive hormones but makes you ready for 
the complex and challenging jobs and 
tasks that life throws at you.
In this identification process, you will au-
tomatically be sorting out factors that are 
just creating a burden or are draining your 
energy. Especially when we are talking 
about working women with the double 
duty of home and workplace, men being 
ahead of a family struggling at different 
ends, and students carrying the load of 
expectations from everyone around must 
add such energy injectors as part of their 
life humdrum.
The human body is just a ball of energy 
that needs to be directed and manoeuvred 
to charge and keep it going. We need to 
design a day in a way that, if it has some 
energy outflows, must also possess some 
energy inflows. Me time: anything that el-
evates your mood must be added as a vital 

part of your life. It could be spending time 
with friends or loved ones, movie time, 
reading, painting, exercise, social and 
volunteer work etc.
All this reduces stress and restores ener-
gy, helps in better decision making, and 
increases creativity and better communi-
cation. Co and extra-curricular activities 
in school/colleges/universities or outside 
school are excellent energy sources for 
students.
I have seen parents stopping their chil-
dren from using gadgets and mobiles or 
scared of sending them out with friends 
but have never planned and suggest-
ed healthy activities for them. All these 
times are equally important to identify 
your area of interest to explore, discover 
further, and satisfy your craving to know 
more and more. Declutter your life: It is 
again essential to restore your energy and 
protect yourself from negative energy in-
flows, resulting in a happier life.
It involves physical, mental, and emo-
tional decluttering. Anything extra oc-
cupies space in your life, and your mind 
is consuming a great deal of your time, 
energy, and effort. It is better to identify 
them and detach yourself. 
—The writer is an educationist based in 
Islamabad.

The spirit of Davos
By Naghmana Alamgir Hashmi

Energy boosters 
By Rozina Asif
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PAKISTAN was most affected due 
to regional greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHGs). Pakistan has less than one per-
cent GHG emissions but the developed 
world has neglected the country despite 
its increased burden on natural disasters. 
Pakistan has seen as many as 152 extreme 
weather events in the past 20 years. The 
United Nations has put Pakistan among 
the top 23 most drought- hit countries and 
is among the top ten countries affected by 
climate change.
The heatwave almost all over the country 
has spiked up and gained longevity, and 
the glaciers in the north are melting rapid-
ly because of the prolonged and extreme 
temperature spike in the country. Paki-
stan has been in the grip of severe heat-
wave for the last couple of months and 
the traditionally spring months of March 
and April have been turned into the hot-
test months in most parts of the country. 
March 2022 remained the hottest record-
ed month since 1961. During the past two 
months or so, people in both India and 
Pakistan have experienced levels of heat 
higher than national and global records. 
The Meteorological Department of Paki-
stan has already hinted at the current heat-
wave persisting till June 2022. Pakistan 
thus has entered for the first time into the 
summer without any spring season and if 
adequate measures for appropriate pre-
paredness were not taken in a timely way, 
then it may occur again in the next year 
due to global warming.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has con-
stituted a Task Force on Climate Change 

in view of the country’s currently facing a 
heatwave and the melting of glaciers. The 
Task Force so formed has been tasked 
to develop a comprehensive strategy on 
priority basis to mitigate the effects of cli-
mate change in the country and to prevent 
incidents such as the glacier incident in 
Hunza.
Quite appreciably, the Prime Minister 
has directed all the concerned ministries 
and agencies concerned at the federal and 
provincial levels to take immediate mea-
sures for preventing food and water short-
ages and ensuring conservation of water 
and forests in the country.
Pakistan is the third most water-stressed 
country in the world and most unfortu-
nately its status is gradually shifting from 
water-stressed to water-scarce nation, 
which will obviously have a huge adverse 
impact on the country.
A recent glacial lake outburst flood 
(GLOF) incident occurred due to a melt-
ing glacial lake formed at Shisper Glacier 
that partially damaged the Karakoram 
Highway. According to the figures avail-
able from official sources there are 30-31 
potential lakes to outburst out of 3044 to-
tal serious glacial lakes. Shisper Glacier 
was formed in 2018 which is a surging 
glacier which was visited by some se-
nior officials in February 2021 to observe 
the situation. First warning for a GLOF 
at Shisper was received on March 16. If 
there have been no life and livestock loss-
es reported, this was mainly due to the 
early warning and preparedness by the 
agencies concerned at Gilgit-Baltistan 

and Hunza.
Federal Climate Change Minister Senator 
Sherry Rehman along with senior federal 
and provincial officials concerned as well 
as the Chairman of the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA), high-
lighted various aspects of the onrushing 
climate change, global warming and 
prevailing heatwave in most parts of the 
country while addressing a new confer-
ence some days back in Islamabad.
A Climate Change Ministry senior official 
said on the occasion that in Pakistan cli-
mate science was a matter of decades to 
come, and the scientific models predicted 
for 2030 have already started activating 
10 years prior to the projected timelines.
It is good to note that in view of prevail-
ing severe heatwave in most parts of the 
country, the Federal Climate Change 
Ministry has already established more 
than 1000 heatwave centres each in Sindh 
and Punjab provinces and the Ministry 
was also issuing advisories to the prov-
inces in this regard regularly.
Back in 2015, an extended heatwave in 
the Subcontinent had resulted in more 
than 2500 deaths in India and over 1200 
in Pakistan, mostly in Karachi. Accord-
ing to Climate Change’s 6th Assessment 
Report, cities like Karachi in Pakistan 
are most likely to experience conditions 
equivalent to the 2015 heatwave on a ba-
sis of an increase of temperature by 1.5°C 
- The writer is Lahore-based Freelance 
Journalist, Columnist and retired Dep-
uty Controller (News) , Radio Pakistan, 
Islamabad.

Soaring Inflation
Inflation continues to soar. The recent, 
weekly Sensitive Price Index (SPI) read-
ings confirm that the prices are surging 
across the board and by a lot. 
According to the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS), the inflation in the coun-
try increased to 13.8 per cent in May of 
2022 from 13.4 per cent in the previous 
month. It was the highest inflation rate 
since January of 2020.
But the people do not need these num-
bers to be reminded of the rapidly in-

creasing cost of living. 
They have to deal with this pain every 
day when they purchase groceries, fill 
up there vehicle tanks and pay their elec-
tricity, health and education bills. 
The inflation data computed by the PBS 
does not capture even a fraction of the 
pain that low -middle income house-
holds are experiencing.
Contrary to it, the government seems to 
be utterly heedless as he is enjoying all 
the perks and privileges.
These people always find refuge in never 

ending political tug of war on television 
shows. Blaming the predecessors has be-
come their favorite pastime.
They even forget the simple fact that 
they themselves are their own predeces-
sors. So, the next time when the govern-
ment functionaries open their mouth to 
speak on prices, they better first say sor-
ry to common Pakistanis reeling under 
the unbearable mass of inflation tax.

Saif Ur Rehman
Lahore.

Letters to the Editor

Heatwave hazards
By Muhammad Zahid Rifat
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ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has 
celebrated the achievements of UNO-
DC’s second phase Country Programme 
for Pakistan (2016-2021) and launched 
its third Phase 2022-25.
The UNODC Country Office Pakistan 
(COPAK) hosted Government officials, 
Diplomatic Corps, Civil Society and Pri-
vate Sector partners to the event which 
was held here, said a media release.
UNODC COPAK’s results under the 
previous Country Programme (CP-II) 
2016-2021 included support at the policy 
level, with the development, enactment, 
and approval of Bills and Acts, and as-
sistance at the technical and operation-
al level, training more than 40,000 law 
enforcement personnel through face-to-
face as well as eLearning courses, also 
providing equipment and infrastructure 

facilities to Government counterparts, 
said a press release issued here.
In addition, UNODC supported the cre-
ation of important digital platforms such 
as the Prison Management Information 
System in 65 Prisons of Sindh and Pun-
jab, and Case Management Information 
System to facilitate communication be-
tween investigation and prosecution.
At the launch, UN Resident Coordina-
tor and Humanitarian Coordinator in 
Pakistan Julien Harneis said the work 
of UNODC directly support the efforts 
of Member States related to SDG 16 
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions” 
and SDG 5 “Gender Equality” which 
was imperative for promoting rule of law, 
gender responsiveness to fighting crime, 
improve overall governance structures, 
and promote citizen-centric policies for 
sustainable growth”.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) has procured 10 loader 
rickshaws to enhance capacity of the en-
vironment wing.
The vehicles will help the department in 
quick transportation of plants and horti-
culture tools as well as timely removal of 
green waste from parks and green areas, 
said its spokesman on Friday.
The loader rickshaws were painted in 
green color representing the Clean and 
Green Islamabad theme.
He said the initiative was aimed at 
strengthening the productivity of field 
staff in public parks and also in green 

areas.
CDA Chairman Aamer Ali Ahmed ac-
corded approval to purchase 10 more 
tractors and two water bozers to uplift 
the maintenance standard of soft land-
scaping and flourish the green characters 
of the city, the spokesman informed.
It may be noted that in order to make 
the Federal capital more green and at-
tractive, the CDA environment wing had 
started planting trees on various cen-
tral highways, connecting roads, slopes 
along roads and canals, green belts and 
other parks across the city to improve the 
air quality.  (APP)

ISLAMABAD: In a UNDP-PILDAT 
Youth and Parliamentarians Dialogue 
held here on Friday, the Youth Represen-
tatives shared their policy demands with 
MPAs on the areas of Human Rights, 
Electoral Reforms, Climate Change and 
Revival of Student Unions.
Young representatives belonging to vari-
ous disciplines from Quaid-e-Azam Uni-
versity Islamabad presented their policy 
demands on the areas of Human Rights, 
Electoral Reforms, Climate Change and 
Revival of Student Unions. Notable fac-
ulty members from Quaid e Azam Uni-
versity also attended the session, said a 
press release issued here.
Ms. Shiza Fatima Khawaja, Special As-

sistant to the Prime Minister on Youth 
Affairs deeply appreciated the clarity 
with which youth representatives high-
lighted and presented the issues faced 
by youth and those close to the heart of 
youth.
She invited the members of the youth to 
come up with research and suggestions 
to further improve the policies of water 
conservation and other aspects highlight-
ed by the youth in their presentations.
In an ensuing discussion between MNAs 
and Youth on Future Engagement Plan, it 
was agreed that the SDG secretariat and 
the Prime Minister’s office will make 
themselves more accessible to the youth. 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police (CTP) 
Rawalpindi launched a drive against the 
drivers violating signals while driving.
Following the orders of Chief Traffic 
Officer Rawalpindi Naveed Irshad, in-
charge Traffic Civil Line has taken action 
against the drivers violating the signals at 
Kachehri Chowk, Jhelum Road and Mall 
Road. During the operation, 65 challans 
tickets were issued to the drivers and 8 ve-
hicles were impounded in police stations 
for violating traffic signal.

On the occasion, Chief Traffic Officer 
Rawalpindi Naveed Irshad said that 
Rawalpindi Traffic Police was making all 
out efforts to ensure safe journey of cit-
izens. 
Citizens should also abide by the traffic 
rules while driving so that accidents could 
be avoided. Action would be taken against 
them without any discrimination. CTO 
urged that the parents to come forward 
in preventing accidents and must educate 
children about traffic rules. (APP)

LAHORE: A two-day training workshop 
on ‘Mobile Journalism’ was organised by 
the Pakistan Information Centre (PIC), 
an independent body of the Press Infor-
mation Department (PID) of the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting, at the 
Lahore Press Club, on Friday.
On the first day of the workshop, journal-
ists from various newspapers, tv chan-
nels and websites of the country were 
trained on ‘Mobile Journalism’. 
Apart from Lahore, some journalists 
from other cities of the province also 
participated in the training, while women 
journalists were also part of the work-
shop.
Virtual University trainers Zeeshan Na-
zir and Azhar Samra gave useful sug-

gestions to the practising journalists and 
elaborated some technical issues to the 
participants, including video-making and 
video-editing from mobile phones.
They also highlighted the ways in which 
electronic and social media had changed 
and emphasised that ‘Mobile Journalism’ 
had assumed more importance as it ac-
credited the news coverage.
PID Director General Sajeela Naveed 
Said that the department had always 
worked for betterment of journalists and 
journalistic institutions, adding that un-
der the PIC project, training workshops 
would be organised for journalists from 
all over the province. The second phase 
of the workshop will be held on Satur-
day. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly con-
demned extra-judicial killings of ten 
more Kashmiri youth in staged “cordon-
and-search” operation in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
during the past week.
Speaking at the weekly press briefing 
here Friday, the Foreign Office Spokes-
person said Indian Occupation Forces 
had stepped up extra-judicial killings of 
Kashmiris, particularly targeting Kash-
miri youth, following the malafide con-
viction and sentencing of Hurriyat leader 
Yasin Malik in a grossly suspicious and 
contrived case.
He said, “Pakistan reiterates its call on 
the international community to hold 
India accountable for its gross and sys-
tematic violations of human rights and 
international humanitarian law in IIOJK.
Pakistan also urges the international 
community to play its role in facilitating 

a just and peaceful resolution of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir dispute in accordance 
with the relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions and the wishes of the Kash-
miri people, for durable peace and sta-
bility in South Asia.” He said Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari had 
addressed a letter to UN Secretary Gen-
eral on the worsening situation in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
particularly highlighting the case of Ya-
sin Malik.
He told that the 118th meeting of the Pa-
kistan-India Permanent Indus Commis-
sion (PIC) was held in New Delhi from 
May 30-31, 2022.
A wide range of water-related issues be-
tween Pakistan and India were discussed 
which included the advance sharing of 
flood information, the program of tours/
inspections and signing of the report of 
the Permanent Indus Commission for the 

year ending March 31, 2022.
Pakistan also highlighted its objections 
on India’s hydroelectric projects on the 
Western rivers. Both sides reiterated 
their commitment to implement the In-
dus Waters Treaty in its true spirit and 
expressed the hope that the next meeting 
of the Commission would be held at an 
early date in Pakistan, he informed.
He said Pakistan dispatched second 
tranche of 15 tons of humanitarian as-
sistance for the people of Ukraine, com-
prising medicines, blankets and ration, 
by two special C130 flights. Minister of 
State Hina Rabbani Khar handed over 
the items to the Ukrainian Ambassador 
at the airport.
Talking about visit of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif to Turkey, the spokes-
person said during the visit, six memo-
randums of understandings were signed 
between the two countries. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways said 
that it was planning to make a fresh re-
quest to China for undertaking the $US 
6.8 billion Mainline-I (ML-I) project un-
der China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).
The ML-I project involves track doubling 
and upgrades some 1872 kilometers of 
railway split into three sections, the 527 
km northern section between Peshawar, 
Rawalpindi and Lahore, 521km of track 
between Lahore and Hyderabad and 740 
km of track upgrades along Rawalpindi - 
Peshawar and Hyderabad - Multan lines, 
sources in the Ministry of Railways told 
APP on Friday.
They said the work would also include 
improvements to signaling and control 
systems. The project was part of the 
CPEC, a subsection of the Belt and Road 
Initiative.
The ML-I was the most significant one 
to revamp the major railway tracks in the 
country with a view to reviving the sag-
ging railways infrastructure and putting 

it back on track to achieve its past glory, 
they added.
Under the project, they said that the trains 
with speeds of around 120 to 160 kilo-
meter per hour would run on the track.
Currently, the trains can move at speeds 
from 65km to 105km per hour, they said.
The project, which was approved by 
the Executive Committee of Nation-
al Economic Council on August 2020, 
would be executed by financing through 
the Chinese Government Concessional 
Loan.
According to the experts that the ML-I 
was a ‘game changer’, and once com-

pleted, Peshawar and Karachi would 
become the centres of business activity 
and a source of livelihood for tens of 
thousands of people, the sources said 
and added that the project, which would 
see level crossings converted into under-
passes and flyovers, would also benefit 
the landlocked Central Asian countries 
through land route linkages.
They said that Pakistan Railways was 
expecting to transport over 20 percent 
of the country’s freight business after the 
completion of Main Line-I which would 
help the department to make profitable 
entity.  (APP)

UNODC launches 3rd phase of country 
program 2022-25

CDA procures vehicles for environment wing

UNDP-PILDAT  parliamentarians dialogue held

CTP initiate action against drivers violating 
traffic signals

Workshop on mobile journalism 
held at Lahore Press Club

Pakistan condemns killing of 10 Kashmiri youth: FO 

KARACHI: Professor Dr. Zafar Iqbal 
Shams of the Institute of Environmental 
Studies, University of Karachi, said that 
the timber mafia was minting millions of 
rupees from the trees of eucalyptus and 
conocarpus in the country.
He expressed these views while address-
ing a seminar held on the occasion of 
World Environment Day.
The event was held here at the Chemistry 
Auditorium on Friday. The departments 
of chemistry, education, and botany of the 
University of Karachi jointly organized 
the seminar and later held a plantation 
activity and a poster competition for stu-
dents at the department of botany.
Trees reduce the urban heat effect and 
also reduce ozone formation in the tropo-
sphere, besides providing shades during 
hot summer days and help in reducing 

urban noise pollution as well, said the pro-
fessor.
Moreover, he also added that the timber 
mafia deploys systematic method to chop 
down these trees and then transport its 
wood from one place to the another which 
was being traded for millions of rupees.
He regretted that no serious action was 
taken against the timber mafia who were 
indulged in relentlessly cutting down the 
trees. He said that like other plants these 
two trees also absorb carbon dioxide and 
provide oxygen without having any ad-
verse effects on the environment.
According to him, eucalyptus and cono-
carpus absorb more water as compared to 
other trees as they grow faster than other 
trees. Professor Dr Zafar Iqbal warned that 
if deforestation continues like this then we 
may face severe environmental problems.

“One of the major reasons for the rapid 
temperature rise is the relentless defor-
estation.
We should focus on planting different 
types of plants instead of the same type 
of plants as plantation of one type of trees 
could be dangerous, as diseases can rapid-
ly affect all of them.” Another speaker, Dr 
Hina Baig from the National Institute of 
Oceanography said that they were work-
ing for the elimination of marine pollution 
and need to work together for the elimina-
tion of marine pollution and protection of 
aquatic life.
“Every year millions of aquatic life die due 
to dumping of garbage. There is a need to 
raise public awareness in this regard. Peo-
ple need to understand how much damage 
is done to the garbage thrown into the sea, 
“ she added. (APP)

Timber mafia minting money deforestation: Speakers

ABBOTTABAD: While taking action 
against encroachments on drains before 
the onset of monsoon, Assistant Com-
missioner Abbottabad Saqlain Saleem 
supervised an anti-encroachment opera-
tion conducted by the Tehsil Municipal 

Administration (TMA) in UC-Mirpur 
and removed the permanent concrete 
and temporary shelters on drains from a 
large area. The assistant commissioner 
thanked residents of the area for their co-
operation in removing illegal occupation 

and encroachment on drains. He also in-
spected the ongoing drain cleaning oper-
ation and issued instructions to the staff.
Saqlain Saleem further said that district 
administration will take strict action 
against illegal encroachers. (APP)

Anti-encroachment & drain cleaning operation  
continues in Abbottabad 

PR to make request to China for undertaking ML-I project

ISLAMABAD: The Senate was informed 
that the Higher Education Commission 
(HEC) has been directed to involve exter-
nal examiners in paper setting to ensure 
transparency in the overall assessment 
process.
Responding to a question during “Ques-
tion Hour”, Minister for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional Training, Rana 
Tanveer Hussain said that he has asked 
the HEC to involve a third-party for paper 
setting to avoid any kind of discrimination 
and harassment in universities.
Replying to another question, he said 
Readers Club, run by the National Book 
Foundation, has been closed as some 
booksellers were misusing this facility. He 
said now any citizen can buy books from 
the National Book Foundation on 50 per-
cent discount.
Answering a question, Minister for Par-
liamentary Affairs, Murtaza Javed Abbasi 

said that an e-commerce and online trans-
action project is being initiated to enhance 
international competitiveness of the Paki-
stan Post.
The Senate was informed today that sev-
en more educational institutions are near 
completion in the Federal Capital and 
these will be functional from August this 
year. In a written reply, the Ministry of 
Federal Education and Professional Train-
ing said that after the completion of these 
educational institutions will accommodate 

7480 students.
It was told that a total of seventeen public 
sector universities are imparting higher 
education in Islamabad Capital Territory 
in which around six lac students are study-
ing. 
It was further informed that the Federal 
Directorate of Education has 424 educa-
tional institutions from Primary to Degree 
level and over 225,000 students are cur-
rently studying in these schools and col-
leges. (APP)

HEC directed to ensure transparency in overall  
assessment process: Senate told
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ISLAMABAD: Commander of Qatar 
Emiri Air Force Major General (Pilot) 
Jassim Mohammad Ahmed Al-Mannai 
Tuesday called on Chief of the Air Staff, 
Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber 
Sidhu, and appreciated professionalism 
of the Pakistan Air Force and acknowl-
edged its rising indigenous capacity in 
the aviation industry.
During the meeting, both the dignitaries 
discussed matters of professional and 
mutual interests, a PAF news release said. 
Air Chief Marshal Sidhu said Pakistan 
and Qatar had longstanding religious, 
cultural and historical bonds, which were 

manifested through strong ties between 
the air forces of two countries.
He said both the countries enjoyed cor-
dial relations and reiterated his resolve 
to further enhance their existing bilateral 
cooperation.
“Pakistan values its relations with Qa-
tar, which are based on convergence on 
all important issues relating to regional 
peace, security and stability,” he added.
Earlier, on his arrival at the Air Head-
quarters, a smartly turned out contingent 
of the Pakistan Air Force presented the 
guard of honour to the Qatar Emiri Air 
Force commander. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Analysts on Wednesday 
stressed to speed up the efforts for energy 
conservation measures saying that aware-
ness campaigns in this regard on national 
level would achieve significant savings on 
the energy bill.
While talking to Radio Pakistan, Energy 
Expert Dr. Gulfaraz Khan said that avoid-
ing the use of government vehicles, lights, 
and ACs in offices for two days will help 
save precious energy sources.
He appreciated the step the petrol quota 
of government functionaries has been re-
duced.
Former MD, PEPCO Tahir Basharat 
Cheema also said the use of media and 
public forums must be used to inform 

the public about the importance of ener-
gy-saving energy.
Energy Expert Dr. Noor Fatima lauded 
the policies of present government for 
taking serious steps to conserve energy.
A national-level campaign to educate 
people about the use of energy will go a 
long way in saving this precious asset, she 
stressed.
Five days working will also help bring 
down the cost of energy in public sector 
organizations, she added.
Dr. Noor said in advanced countries, the 
daylight saving strategy is used to con-
serve energy. All businesses were closed 
around 5 pm which will reduced the use 
of energy. (APP)

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir (AJK) Barrister Sultan 
Mehmood Chaudhry on Friday urged the 
Federal Government to raise the denial 
of right to fair trial to Hurriyat leader 
Yasin Malik and his unjust sentencing of 
life imprisonment by an Indian court at 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) and 
other relevant forums.
Talking to the media along with Malik’s 
wife Mushaal Hussein Mullick here at 
her residence, he said there was an urgent 
need to raise the issue at the ICJ.
“Only 22 days have left within which an 
appeal against Malik’s conviction and 
reviewing of the case could be filed in 
the International Court of Justice,” he 
added.”History will not forgive us if we 
fail to make any tangible efforts in this 
regard.” Owing to some limitations, Bar-
rister Sultan said, the AJK government 

could file an appeal in the ICJ.
“There are certain limitations for us as a 
state to approach the ICJ as it can only be 
accessed by a member state, therefore, I 
urge the Federal Government to file an 
appeal against Malik’s unjust sentenc-
ing in the International Court of Justice 
immediately.” He said besides the ICJ, 
it was high time to raise the issue more 
vigorously at the United Nations Com-
mission for Human Rights and other 
relevant bodies, as maintaining silence 
would cause an irreparable damage to the 
ongoing freedom movement in Kashmir.
Referring to his upcoming visit to the 
United Kingdom, Ireland and Brussels, 
Barrister Sultan said he would raise the 
issue of Malik’s unjust sentencing at ev-
ery forum. He would also seek legal ad-
vice from senior barristers in the UK, he 
added. (APP)

AJK President urges govt to take 
Yasin Malik’s case to ICJ

Qatar Emiri Air Force Commander 
calls on Air Chief

Analysts stress national level media 
campaign for ‘energy consumptions’

GILGIT: Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Minis-
ter Khalid Khurshid has said that gov-
ernment would take all-out measures to 
make de-worming campaign a success 
as future of the country depends on our 
children.
He said this while addressing a 
“de-worming campaign” function here 
on Tuesday organized by the Ministry of 
Planning and Development, Ministry of 
Education and Ministry of Health.
He said that all relevant departments of 
GB should cooperate in every possible 
way so that the development and health 
of the children was not affected. Khalid 
Khursheed added that If children were 
healthy and focus on education, the fu-
ture of Gilgit-Baltistan would be bright.
The chief minister directed the addition-

al chief secretary to extend the ongoing 
campaign against de-worming to all the 
districts of the province for which the 
provincial government would provide 
resources if required.
Regarding the nutrition of children, the 
provincial government was launching a 
meal program in the schools of the prov-
ince,he added.  (APP)

KARACHI: MNA and famous television 
show host Aamir Liaquat Hussain has 
passed away in Karachi, DIG East Muqud-
das Haider said on Thursday. He was 50.
The police officer said Hussain’s condi-
tion deteriorated early in the morning af-
ter which he was taken to the Aga Khan 
University Hospital, where he was later 
declared dead.
He added that preliminary reports showed 
no foul play, however, a post-mortem ex-
amination of the politician would be con-
ducted at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical 
Centre (JPMC). Later in the day, it emerged 
that Hussain’s family had refused to allow 
a post-mortem examination.
Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker 
Raja Pervaiz Ashraf adjourned the session, 
which started earlier today, till 5pm tomor-
row (Friday) after receiving news of the 
lawmaker’s death. 
Police surgeon Dr Summaiya Syed said 

Hussain’s body was brought to JPMC 
around 3:15pm. As per routine, X-rays 
were taken of the whole body and it was 
shifted to the mortuary for completing 
medico-legal formalities, she said.
“However, an autopsy could not be con-
ducted as the family refused,” the doctor 
said, adding that the family had also taken 
possession of the body.
Jamshed SP Saddam Husain said the de-
ceased lawmaker’s home had been sealed, 
adding that the police’s crime scene unit 
had examined the premises and collect-
ed evidence. He regretted that the family 
had refused to allow officials to conduct a 
post-mortem examination.
The officer said Hussain’s household staff 
had told officials that he had complained 
about feeling anxious in the morning. “He 
came out of his room and stayed outside 
for a while, and later went back inside,” the 
SP said.

However, when the staff entered the room 
later, they found Hussain’s hands and feet 
to be cold, the officer said. He joined the 
PTI in March 2018 and was elected as 
MNA from Karachi in the general elections 
held later that year. He had later fallen out 
with the party.
He had earlier been a key leader of the 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) and 
had parted ways with the party in August 
2016, saying at the time that he would be 
leaving politics. 

ISLAMABAD: Efforts on card by the 
Ministry of Federal education and Pro-
fessional Training for operating two-
way special flight between Pakistan and 
China in order to facilitate the Pakistani 
students enrolled in Chinese universities.
The relevant Chinese authorities, in that 
regard, would be requested for two-way 
operating special flight so that students 
in China could also be facilitated in com-
ing back to Pakistan, the official sources 
from the Ministry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training told APP.
In first phase, Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Training in collab-
oration with the Ministry of Affairs and 
other relevant institutions was making 
all-out efforts for the return of Pakistani 
students to China in order to continue 

their studies in Chinese universities that 
were halted due to Covid-19.
According to the sources, the initiative 
has been taken on the special directions 
of Federal Education Minister Rana Tan-
veer Hussain who took special interest 
in that regard and put the issue on top 
priority.
The authorities concerned ensured 
speedy execution of these students so 
that their educational loss can be mini-
mized on emergency basis.
In that regard, a special charter flight of 
PIA will fly on June 7th to take Pakistani 
students to Xian, China, the sources said 
adding that, the minister was informed 
that all formal approvals for a charter 
flight have been gained from the govern-
ment of China. (APP)

MURREE: Murree tourism police per-
sonnel were making all-out efforts to 
facilitate and protect tourists in Murree.
According to Superintendent of Police, 
Kohsar, Haider Ali, the tourists were 
appreciating the best service delivery of 
Murree Tourism Police.
He said that an awareness campaign was 
also being run for the awareness and 
guidance of tourists. Murree tourism po-
lice initially include 150 police officers 
and personnel, a special tourist van, 03 

specially prepared vehicles, 25 motorcy-
cles, horse riding squad.
Following the success of the pilot proj-
ect, the tourism police would also be 
launched in other tourist destinations 
of Punjab like Katas Raj, Nankana and 
Fort Monroe. For the convenience of 
tourists, the Murree tourism police had 
been launched which was performing its 
duties 24/7. In case of guidance or emer-
gency, the tourists can call Murree tour-
ism police helpline 1757. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Vice Chancellor Islamia 
University of Bahawalpur, Engr. Prof. Dr. 
Athar Mahboob on Tuesday said that the 
announcement made by the government in 
the budget to provide maximum resources 
to the field of higher education is welcom-
ing.
The Vice Chancellor expressed these views 
while talking to media. He said that the 
higher education sector has a key role to 
play in the development of the country.
Our universities play an important role in 
social and economic development. The 
provision of maximum funds for teaching 
and research is actually necessary for the 
development of the country. He said that 
the Islamia University of Bahawalpur has 
achieved a unique position on the national 
and global horizon in the last three years 

due to its excellent teaching and research 
and excellent infrastructure. At present 
more than 57 thousand students are study-
ing in the university.
Teaching and research is going on in more 
than 300 subjects. Prefer in the last admis-
sion campaign, the university received 
more than 125,000 applications and admit-
ted 13,000 students.
Admission campaign has also started this 
year and for the convenience of candidates, 
admission centers have been set up in other 
cities and towns.
The teachings could be highlighted nation-
ally and internationally. Responding to a 
question, he said that Khawaja Farid chair 
has been made active so that the teachings 
of the great Sufi poet could be highlighted 
nationally and internationally.  (APP)

Govt to make ‘de-worming campaign’ 
a success in GB: CM Khurshid

MNA Aamir Liaquat Hussain passes away in Karachi 

Efforts on to start two-way flights 
between Pak-China

Murree police making efforts to 
facilitate, protect tourists

VC IUB welcomes govt’s announcement 
to prioritize higher education

KARACHI: Advertisement policy-2022, 
formulated by Sindh Information Depart-
ment, was notified on Tuesday in official 
extra ordinary gazette by Sindh Govern-
ment Press. It will come into force with 
immediate effect, said official handout.
The main feature of this policy was in-
clusion of procedure of advertisement on 
digital and social media platforms.
This policy would repeal existing adver-
tisement policy 2015. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) while conducting two operations 
in different areas managed to recover 78 
kilogram charras besides netting three 
accused.
According to an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman, ANF Rawalpindi and ANF 
Intelligence in a joint operation con-
ducted on a tip-off near Kallar Kahar 
Interchange, Chakwal intercepted a Hino 
Truck and recovered 78 kg charras from 
its secret cavities.
ANF also arrested the truck driver name-
ly Abdul Mateen resident of Qilla Abdul-
lah.
In another operation, ANF Intelligence 
and ANF Peshawar raided near Shoba 
Bazaar, Peshawar and recovered 120 kg 
narcotics including 108 kilogram charras 
and 12 kg opium which were tactfully 
concealed in secret cavities of two vehi-
cles.
The two accused namely Zaheer Hus-
sain Shah, resident of Islamabad and 
Saeed Afsar, resident of Attock were also 
rounded up. Separate cases have been 
registered against the accused while fur-
ther investigations were under process. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) Police have arrested five 
criminals including drug peddlers from 
different areas of the city, recovered 495 
gram hashish and three bore pistols with 
ammunition from their possession, a po-
lice spokesman said on Tuesday.
He, in a news release, said two accused 
arrested by the teams of Koral and Kha-
na police stations for drug peddling were 
identified as Sohail Khaliq and Shahid 
Khan and 495 gram hashish was recov-
ered from their possession.
Likewise, the teams of Bhara Kahu and 
Koral police stations held two accused 
for possessing illegal weapons namely 
Jahid Khan and Raja Taimur and two 
30 bore pistols with ammunition were 
recovered from their possession. (APP)

SHEIKHUPURA: Four persons were 
gunned down in Kala Shah Kaku area on 
Wednesday.
According to Rescue 1122, four per-
sons were traveling to Gujranwala from 
Lahore by car when unidentified armed 
men riding a motorcycle opened indis-
criminate fire, killing all of them on the 
spot.
On getting information Rescue 1122 
and police teams reached the spot. The 
bodies were handed over to police, said 
Rescue 1122.
Meanwhile, DPO Sheikhupura Faisal 
Mukhtar Sheikh reached the spot and 
constituted teams to arrest the culprits. 
(APP)

Advertisement  
policy 2022 notified

ANF recovers 198 kg 
narcotics

Five criminals held

Four gunned down

Our Correspondent 
LAHORE: The 32nd annual URS cel-
ebrations of Hazarat Haji Mian Jee 
Sheikh Wazir Ali concluded in Lahore 
on Tuesday. 
Devotees from Pakistan and across the 
World participated and paid homage. 
The celebrations started with Asar 
prayers, followed by  Khatm-e-Quran, 
after that grave washing ritual also held. 

Floral wreath and special Chadar were 
laid on the grave offered by the devo-
tees. Maghrib prayers were held and 
after that Khatm-i-Khwajagan was also 
held followed by special Duaa for Pa-
kistan and Islamic Ummah. After Esha 
prayers, the devotees were served a din-
ner. 
The function held under the supervision 
of Sahibzada Abdullah Saeed Sb.

32nd annual URS celebrations  
conclude in Lahore 
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NEW YORK: As the cost of food soars 
around the world, the United Nations 
warns that the war in Ukraine risks ag-
gravating inflating prices and causing a 
full-on global food crisis.
The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation’s (FAO) food price index, a tool to 
measure prices of the most globally trad-
ed food staples, dipped in May for the 
second consecutive month after reaching 
a record in March, the UN agency said.
Despite the decline, the May index 
showed prices 22.8 percent higher com-
pared with a year earlier, pushed higher 

by concerns over the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine – one of the world’s major bread 
baskets.
Luca Russo, the FAO’s lead analyst for 
food crises, told Al Jazeera that as Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine sends energy 
prices higher, the cost of delivering aid 
has increased as well. 
The risk of a severe food crisis is partic-
ularly felt in the developing world, he 
warned.
Al Jazeera spoke with Russo this week 
about what worries him about the cur-
rent international response, how millions 

could face famine while there is a glob-
al surplus of food stock, and why 2023 
could be a “very, very dangerous year”.
 First of all, this is not a new crisis. The 
number of people facing severe food in-
security has grown dramatically in the 
last six years. 
The Ukraine war is the latest element in 
an extremely complex situation. The UN 
had seen a lot of progress in reducing the 
number of people facing hunger in the 
last 20 years. But there’s been a reversing 
trend in about 20, 30 countries in the last 
several years. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Infor-
mation Technology & Telecommunica-
tions Syed Aminul Haq has informed that 
a piece of land at a cost of Rs31 billion 
has been acquired from Civil Aviation 
Authority near Karachi Airport for set-
ting up an IT Park in Karachi where plots 
will be available at much lower rates 
so that maximum number of Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) associated 
with IT services could be encouraged to 
establish their businesses at the IT Park 
which will be fully equipped with state-
of-the-art infrastructure and all IT related 
facilities.
Exchanging views at a meeting during 
his visit to the Karachi Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (KCCI), the IT 
Minister said that ground breaking cer-
emony for IT Park will be staged within 
the current month and the leadership of 
Businessmen Group and Karachi Cham-
ber will be specially invited to grace the 
ceremony with their presence.
Chairman Businessmen Group Zubair 
Motiwala, Vice Chairmen BMG Anjum 
Nisar, Jawed Bilwani, General Secre-
tary BMG AQ Khalil, President KCCI 
Muhammad Idrees, Vice President Qazi 

Zahid Hussain, Former Presidents Majyd 
Aziz, Shamim Ahmed Firpo, Agha Sha-
hab Ahmed Khan and KCCI Managing 
Committee Members attended the meet-
ing.
Amin ul Haq, who was accompanied by 
Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs 
Faisal Ali Subzwari and Member Na-
tional Assembly Khalid Maqbool Sid-
diqui, further informed that although he 
intended to launch 5G technology in the 
month of December 2022 but it has been 
extended for three months to March 2023 
which will initially be launched in major 
cities of Pakistan.
He said that rigorous efforts were being 

made to improve IT exports and an am-
bitious target of US$15 billion has been 
set for IT exports in the next five years. 
“We want to bring the IT exports at par 
with textile exports and would strive re-
ally hard to leave behind the textile ex-
ports and make IT exports the leading 
exports of Pakistan”, he added.
“When I assumed charge of the Minis-
try, the IT exports were less than $1 bil-
lion which improved to US$1.4 billion 
in 2019-20 and reached US$2.1 billion 
2020-21. 
We expect IT exports to rise further and 
reach US$3 billion this year”, he said. 
(Agencies)

Ukraine war ‘aggravating’ global food crisis: UN warns

IT Park to be set up near Karachi Airport: Amin ul Haq

COLOMBO: Amid Sri Lanka’s unprec-
edented economic crisis, its President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has ordered the re-
lease of Rs 1.8 billion from COVID-19 
Healthcare and Social Security Fund for 
the import of essential medicines.
The President made this remark during 
the discussion at its official residence 
in Colombo regarding matters of urgent 
concern in the field of the health sector.
The President said that the funds which 
were given by donors to control the coro-
navirus disease can be used for health 
needs as the COVID-19 epidemic is now 
under control, Colombo Page reported 
citing President’s Media Division.
According to the release, President Ra-
japaksa pointed out the possibility of rap-
idly increasing the local pharmaceutical 
manufacturing and obtaining the neces-
sary raw materials in this regard under 
the Indian credit line.
There are 12 investors in the pharmaceu-
tical sector in Oyamaduwa and Millewa 

area in Horana. 
The production in those factories is ex-
pected to begin in the next few months 
and has the potential to produce more 
than 200 types of drugs in these regions, 
the officials said. 
Sri Lanka President further said that the 
Ministry of Samurdhi and Education is 
planning to provide nutritious meals to 
primary school children and pregnant 
mothers.
The Officials pointed out that based on 
the current progress in the health sector 
it would return to normal within the next 
three months.
Minister of Health Keheliya Rambuk-
wella, President’s Chief of Staff, Anura 
Dissanayake, Finance Secretary Mahin-
da Siriwardena, Secretary to the Ministry 
of Health S.J.S. Chandragupta, Addition-
al Secretary Saman Ratnayake and Heads 
of Line Institutions of the Ministry were 
also present at the discussion, according 
to Colombo Page. (Agencies)

CAIRO: Egypt is in discussions to im-
port wheat from India in a deal that may 
include the export of products such as 
fertilizers in return, according to Egypt’s 
Supply Minister, Aly El-Moselhy.
Media reports said that in an interview 
in Sharm El-Sheikh, Moselhy said he 
met with the Indian ambassador to Egypt 
in Cairo to discuss the potential swap 
agreement to secure 500,000 tons of 
wheat through various shipments.
As one of the world’s largest wheat im-
porters, Egypt is more at risk than most 
of shortages and could face social unrest 
as a result.
The Egyptian government has engaged 
in talks with the United Arab Emirates, 
US and western Europe in a bid to ease 
potential shortages.
Securing shipments from major produc-
er India has become more difficult since 
the government banned wheat exports in 
May in an effort to fortify the nation’s 
food security. It has since eased restric-

tions to allow suppliers to fulfill their 
contracts but the ban remains a challenge 
to securing more supplies.
Egypt buys about 11-13 million tons of 
grain from abroad. The main exporters 
to the Arab Republic are Russia and 
Ukraine. 
The volume of deliveries of Russian 
grain reached about 8.2 million tons last 
year (74.5% of all grain imports). The 
share of Ukraine is about 20%, with the 
rest imported from other states. 
However, military actions in Ukraine and 
large-scale sanctions imposed against 
Russia by the United States and the Eu-
ropean Union led to disruptions in grain 
supplies. 
Under these conditions, Cairo is forced 
to look for alternative markets, including 
non-European ones. So far, Egypt has 
identified 16 potential grain exporters, 
which include some EU countries, the 
US, Argentina, Canada and Paraguay. 
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Energy companies are 
setting up networks of electric vehicle 
charging stations that span across Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Thailand, anticipat-
ing a rapid market expansion on the back 
of economic growth.
City Energy, a gas supplier under Sin-
gapore’s state-backed conglomerate 
Keppel Corp, entered the EV charging 
market through a collaboration with Ma-
laysia’s EV Connection.
Using City Energy’s Go app, drivers can 
search for charging stations, schedule a 
recharge and make payments whether 
they are in Singapore or Malaysia. This 
is the first such cross-border app for both 
countries. City Energy will spend S$100 
million (US$72.7 million) through the 
end of the decade, starting with the in-

stallation of charging stations in 13 resi-
dential developments.
EV Connection’s network of charging 
stations, most of which will be installed 
alongside Malaysia’s North-South Ex-
pressway, is expected to grow to about 
70 by the end of the year.
Because City Energy has its roots as a 
public utility, the company monopolis-
es Singapore’s gas supply business. Al-
though the company does not release its 
earnings, business is stable, given its cus-
tomer base of over 870,000 households 
in a country of 5.5 million people. But 
amid the global shift toward decarboni-
sation, City Energy seeks to transform 
itself into an “energy as a service” com-
pany, stating with access to EV changing 
stations. (Agencies)

OSLO: At least 647 Norwegian oil 
workers plan to strike from June 12 if 
state-brokered wage mediation fails, 
putting some crude output at risk of shut-
down although gas may not be affected, 
according to labour unions.
Workers are seeking above-inflation pay 
increases and other changes to their con-
tracts but have not released details of 
their demands.
Members of the Industri Energi and Led-
erne unions plan strike action at 10 per-
manent offshore installations, including 
the Njord A, Valhall, Gudrun and sev-
eral Oseberg platforms, as well as three 
mobile service units, the unions said on 
Friday.
Lederne would initially involve 74 
mostly senior offshore workers in a 
strike, likely hitting oil production at 
the Equinor-operated Gudrun, Oseberg 

South and Oseberg East platforms, the 
union said.
Gas production should remain unaffect-
ed, however, Lederne chief Audun Ing-
vartsen told Reuters news agency.
“We will try to avoid affecting gas pro-
duction as we are mindful about the sit-
uation with gas supplies in Europe,” he 
said. “I hope we can find the best solu-
tion both for Norway and the oil com-
panies, and at the same time give some-
thing back to the workers. I hope we can 
avoid a strike.”
Lederne is negotiating on behalf of about 
1,300 union members. Gudrun produced 
45,700 barrels of oil equivalent per day 
(boed) in 2021, Oseberg East 5,600 boed 
and Oseberg South 32,000 boed, official 
data shows, about two percent of Nor-
way’s overall daily oil and gas output.
 (Agencies)

DUBAI: More than 46,000 people report-
ed losing more than $1 billion in crypto-
currency frauds since the start of 2021, the 
US Federal Trade Commission said in a 
report.
Nearly half the people who reported losing 
digital currencies in a fraud scheme said 
it started with an advertisement, a post or 
a message on a social media platform, the 
commission said. The craze for crypto-
currencies hit a fever pitch last year, with 
Bitcoin hitting a high of $69,000 in No-
vember.
Reports point to social media and crypto 
as a combustible combination for fraud, 
the agency said and added that about $575 
million of all losses related to digital cur-
rency frauds were about “bogus invest-
ment opportunities”.
Nearly four out of every $10 lost in a 
fraud originating on social media was lost 
in crypto far more than any other pay-
ment method, with Instagram, Facebook, 

WhatsApp and Telegram being the top 
social media platforms in such cases, the 
report said.The average reported loss for 
an individual was $2,600, and Bitcoin, 
Tether and Ether were the top cryptocur-
rencies that people used to pay scammers, 
the commission said.
Coinciding with the report, a milestone en-
vironmental measure designed to tap the 
brakes on the spread of fossil-fuel burning 
cryptocurrency mining operations was 
passed by the New York state legislature.
The closely watched bill imposes a two-
year moratorium on new and renewed air 
permits for fossil fuel power plants used 
for energy-intensive.
The bill, which supporters and opponents 
say is the first of its kind, now goes to 
Democratic Governor Kathy Hochul for 
consideration. The governor has said she 
wants to make sure any legislation balanc-
es economic and environmental concerns. 
(Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkey’s inflation soared in 
May to the highest since 1998 as it came 
under more pressure from the rising cost 
of food and energy, while an ultra-loose 
monetary policy contributed to currency 
weakness.
Consumer prices rose an annual 73.5 per 
cent, up from 70 per cent in April, data 
released by the state statistics agency 
on Friday showed. Turkish inflation has 
been in double digits for much of the past 
five years as authorities prioritised eco-
nomic growth and exports.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
long advocated the theory that high inter-
est rates cause inflation rather than curb 
it, pressuring the central bank to keep 
borrowing costs low in the face of risks 
to the lira and prices.
The biggest drivers of the latest surge in 

inflation were food and energy, exacer-
bated by the global rally in commodities 
and Russia’s military in Ukraine. Turkey 
is a major importer of oil.
The central bank has for now refrained 
from raising rates after ending last year 
with 500 basis points of cumulative eas-
ing.
Instead, it has promoted policies aimed 
at widening the use of the local currency 
and making available long-term invest-
ment loans.
The approach has left Turkey with the 
world’s deepest negative rates when ad-
justed for prices. 
It is also among the key reasons why the 
lira is the worst performer in emerging 
markets this year against the dollar. The 
central bank will hold its next rate-set-
ting meeting on June 23. (Agencies)

TOKYO: The Japan Tourism Agency 
is looking to beef up its efforts to bring 
wealthy foreign tourists to regional areas 
nationwide.
Expecting a full recovery in the number 
of inbound tourists — which has plunged 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic — the 
agency will select some 10 model tour-
ist sites within fiscal 2022 to help them 
establish accommodations and develop 
tourism resources to attract wealthy vis-
itors.
The agency plans to include related costs 
in its budget request for fiscal 2023, 
which will be submitted this summer.
On Wednesday, the government eased 
its stringent coronavirus border control 
measures, doubling the maximum num-
ber of people allowed into the country per 
day to around 20,000. The government is 
also set to resume letting in foreign tour-
ists with group tours from Friday.
The model sites will be selected based on 
certain conditions. For example, the sites 
need to have tourism resources recog-
nized around the world as well as a read-
iness to make improvements in order to 
meet the needs of wealthy tourists.
The agency expects to dispatch experts 
and provide subsidies to the model sites 
to support the development of these tour-
ism resources. (Agencies)

PRAGUE: An estimated 6 million refu-
gees have poured out of Ukraine as they 
flee Russia’s invasion. Their welcome in 
central Europe has been generous and 
genuine. Now some hosts are also con-
sidering potential benefits.
As it is not a direct neighbor to Ukraine, 
the Czech Republic has seen fewer ref-
ugees arrive than some nations closer. 
But while many Ukrainians who enter 
the European Union via Hungary or Ro-
mania often keep going west, a lot of the 
recent arrivals to Czechia are sticking 
around. The Czech Ministry of Interior 
said this week that about 80% of those 
who came to the country have stayed on.  
Now the Czech government hopes they 
might help ease chronic labor shortages 
there even if, at the moment, their impact 
is limited.
Czechia spent the years before the 
COVID-19 pandemic recruiting in spots 
such as Ukraine to help supplement a 
workforce struggling to keep pace with 
demand. (Agencies)

Sri Lanka to use Rs1.8b  
from Covid fund to import medicines

Egypt, India in talks on wheat-for-goods deal

Malaysia, Singapore set up network of 
EV charging stations

Norway oil, gas workers threaten strike 
over wages

Crypto scam victims have lost 
more than $1bn since 2021

Inflation in Turkey records highest 
rise since 24 years

Japan to lure 
wealthy tourists

Czech Republic eyes 
refugee labor boost
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PARIS: Rafael Nadal won a 14th French 
Open and record-extending 22nd Grand 
Slam title with a straight-sets rout of 
Casper Ruud to become the oldest male 
champion at Roland Garros.
In a disappointing final, 36-year-old Na-
dal won 6-3, 6-3, 6-0 with victory com-
ing 17 years to the day since he claimed 
his first French Open as a 19-year-old in 
2005.
Nadal won the last 11 games of the final 
and is now two Slams ahead of old rivals 
Novak Djokovic and Roger Federer with 
Sunday’s victory coming against all the 
odds.
Nadal, the oldest winner in Paris since 
a 34-year-old Andre Gimeno in 1972, 
had not been certain of taking part af-
ter a chronic left foot injury, which has 
plagued him throughout his career, flared 
up again.
He also needed the best part of a gruelling 
12 hours to see off Felix Auger-Alias-
sime, Novak Djokovic and Alexander 
Zverev in the previous three rounds.
His two-hour 18-minute win on Sunday 
took his record at the tournament to 112 

wins against just three losses and also 
put him halfway to a rare calendar men’s 
Grand Slam last achieved by Rod Laver 
in 1969.
Nadal, unbeaten in 13 previous finals in 
Paris and playing in his 30th Grand Slam 
decider, got off to a flying start against 
Ruud, the first Norwegian man to feature 
in a championship match at the majors.
He broke for 2-0 and even though he 
handed the break straight back courtesy 
of a two uncharacteristic double faults, 

he was quickly back in front again for 
3-1.
The Spaniard wrapped up the opener in 
49 minutes against his 23-year-old oppo-
nent who has trained at his academy in 
Manacor since 2018.
World number eight Ruud, the in-form 
player on clay since the start of 2020 
with 66 wins on the surface, was under 
siege again in the second set, having to 
fight off three break points in the opening 
game. (Agencies)

MANCHESTER: Manchester Thunder 
completed a perfect unbeaten season by 
winning the Superleague title, beating 
last year’s champions Loughborough 
Lightning 60-53.
Lightning struggled to recover from a 
distressing injury to shooter Ella Clark 
inside the opening two minutes. A com-
posed Thunder maintained their lead 
throughout, despite a period of Lightning 
resurgence, at the Copper Box Arena to 
claim a fourth title. Head coach Karen 
Greig said she felt “pure joy” after the 
success. 
Thunder started strongly and won back 
the ball on the first centre pass to open a 
slim early lead. 
But a serious injury to Clark meant she 
was taken off court in a wheelchair after 
an awkward fall. They were scenes all 
too familiar to Lightning, who had seen 
mid-courter Beth Cobden carried off 
with an anterior cruciate ligament injury 
in the 2018 Grand Final.
Clark’s departure affected the mood at 
the arena, but Thunder kept cool heads 
to take a 20-8 lead in the first quarter. 

Victoria Burgess, in her first season as 
Lightning head coach, was clearly emo-
tional after the game as she told how she 
tried to keep the team positive and give 
them “things to focus on” under difficult 
circumstances.
Thunder were without South African 
goal defence Shadine van der Merwe 
through injury, but youngster Millie 

Sanders held her own.
Lightning’s attack did manage to settle 
enough to prevent the score from com-
pletely blowing out before half-time. 
Their other shooter, Ugandan power-
house Mary Cholhok, was then sidelined 
with an injury in the third quarter, but 
returned a few minutes later after some 
quick medical attention. (Agencies)

DUBAI: Emirates Cricket Board, on 
Monday, has confirmed that the inaugu-
ral ILT20 League will be played between 
the window of January 6 to Febauray 12 
2023. The new League will be called “In-
ternational League T20” or “ILT20”.
Shaikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence 
and Chairman of the Emirates Cricket 
Board, said: “Emirates Cricket Board 
is delighted to welcome Reliance In-
dustries, Kolkata Knight Riders, Capri 
Global, GMR, Lancer Capital, Adani 
Sportsline, broadcaster ZEE and all oth-
er stakeholders to the newly established 
T20 League of UAE. Such illustrious, 

experienced names and entites as part-
ners bodes well for the UAE T20 League. 
Through the commitment of these part-
ners they have demonstrated confidence 
in the Emirates Cricket Board as we take 
the game into the future.
 “As we begin this long journey I am 
confident that together we will achieve 
new heights and in the process provide 
entertainment and excitement to the mil-
lions of fans around the globe who are 
waiting for the first ball of the UAE T20 
League to be bowled.
“On behalf of ECB let me assure every-
one that while being entertained on field 
with cricket, you will also be entertained 

by our traditional UAE hospitality off the 
field.”
The six-team franchise-style League will 
be played over a 34-match schedule at 
world-renowned, world-class venues of 
UAE. The tournament will also provide 
a valuable platform for Emirates Cricket 
to take developing their local talent to a 
higher level, where UAE-based players 
currently integrated in the Board’s pro-
gramme, as well as those identified by 
the High Performance Coaching and Se-
lection Committee teams, will be given 
the opportunity to train and play along-
side some of the world’s best minds of 
today’s game. (Agencies)

Nadal wins 14th French Open, 22nd Grand Slam title

NETBALL SUPER LEAGUE-2022

Manchester Thunder beat Loughborough Lightning

UAE T20 League to be held in January-February 2023

AUCKLAND: New Zealand heavy-
weight boxer Junior Fa has been stunned 
in his return to the ring, knocked out 
in the first round by 43-year-old Lucas 
Browne at Marvel Stadium in Australia.
Browne, who lost to Paul Gallen last 
year, was thought by many to be a spent 
force, and Fa was a heavy favourite to 
win his first fight since his defeat to Jo-
seph Parker 16 months ago.
Bookmakers had Browne as big as a $14-
1 underdog to beat Fa, but he made ev-
eryone look foolish – Fa most of all.
Fa barely got going, as Browne knocked 
him down early, with Fa looking shaky 
on his legs as Browne signalled for the 
referee to call the fight.
There was disbelief that the referee al-
lowed Fa to continue after the original 
knockdown.

“Extraordinary scenes, I can’t believe 
it. One right hand and it is over,” said 
former Australian boxer Barry Michael, 
who had questioned whether Browne 
was too old.
“I didn’t expect this, to be honest. Wow 
that was incredible.” “Are we still too 
old?” Browne asked, yelling out directly 
to Michael from the ring. “He came and 
have a crack at me because I thought he 
should retire but he proved me wrong,” 
Michael said.
“I just thought it was a deadset tough ask. 
But the last thing that goes with any box-
er is his power and he’s got power.”
Fa now faces a tough ask to return to be-
ing a credible force in the boxing world, 
with his record now 19-2 and his repu-
tation having taken a serious beating. 
(Agencies)

DES MOINES: Jerry Kelly birdied the 
first hole of a playoff with Kirk Triplett to 
win the PGA Tour Champions’ Principal 
Charity Classic.
Kelly hit his approach to 4 feet on the 
par-4 18th to set up the winning putt. The 
55-year-old from Wisconsin has nine 
victories on the 50-and-over tour after 
winning three times on the PGA Tour. 
He broke out of a putting slump with 

help from Steve Stricker, his Madison, 
Wisconsin, friend and neighbor who tied 
for eighth.
“It felt good all week. I just had to keep 
my patience in there. That was what sent 
me through, besides obviously Steve’s 
putting lesson again. But really is the 
patience. Because of that, because I was 
able to make some putts, that really car-
ried me through.”(Agencies)

ULAN BATOR: Mongolia is planning 
to hold an international motorsports fes-
tival entitled the “Steppe wind” on June 
11 here to promote the development of 
special interest tourism, the tourism de-
partment of the capital city said Monday.
The annual festival was canceled in 2020 
and 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.
The sixth edition is expected to take 
place under the motto “Healthy People - 

Alcohol-Free Mongolia”.
The festival is of great importance for the 
development of special interest tourism, 
promoting Mongolia internationally and 
attracting more tourists, the tourism de-
partment said in a statement.
Hundreds of motorcyclists from all 21 
provinces of Mongolia and other coun-
tries including Russia, India and Japan 
are expected to participate in the festival.
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The match between Pa-
kistan and Malaysia of the ongoing Five-
A-Side Hockey Tournament ended in a 
5-5 draw at Lausanne, Switzerland.
According to the details, for Pakistan, 
Aqeel Ahmed scored the goal in the 6th 
minute followed by Abdul Rehman in the 
7th minute of the game. In the 10th and 
13th minutes of the game, Frados scored 
two goals to level the match for Malay-
sia. Hakeemullah of Malaysia scored a 

goal in the 16th minute to give Malaysia 
a 3-2 lead which was leveled 3-3 by Pa-
kistan’s Arshad Liaquat in the 17th min-
ute of the match.
Pakistan’s captain Tazeem Al Hassan 
also scored a goal in the 17th minute 
while Hakeemullah of Malaysia scored 
a goal to level the match by 4-4 again in 
the 19th minute. In the last moments of 
the game, Arshad Liaqat scored a goal to 
give Pakistan a 5-4. (APP)

BOXING
Junior Fa knocked out by Lucas Browne

Jerry wins PGA tour champions playoff

Mongolia to hold Motor Sports festival

Pak, Malaysia hockey match ends in draw
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- It’s a general reading which may differ 
from person to person because of time date 
and year.
ARIES: Mercury harmonizes with Plu-
to and conversations about deeper truths 
flow, allowing you to see the bigger picture 
about wealth, income, and power with re-
gards to your vocation. In astrology, one’s 
vocation doesn’t need to be something that 
is accomplished as a materialistic job, but 
rather the legacy that you want to leave 
behind. 
TAURUS: You’re gaining a better under-
standing of your place in the world and 
how you fit into the overarching picture as 
Mercury, the planet of the mind, harmo-
nizes with power planet Pluto. Deep, ta-
boo conversations flow, whether with your 
shrink or with your lawyer, allowing you 
to see the bigger picture about what you 
need in order to heal and find resolve. You 
might be making peace with a secret plan 
or finding a way to overcome a fear of the 
unknown. 
GEMINI: You’re seeing deep beneath 
the surface as your planetary ruler Mer-
cury harmonizes with Pluto, the planet of 
secrets. Your vantage point is extremely 
valuable, and it might be up to you to stay 
quiet about something. But if it’s too much 

pressure to keep a secret, you know there’s 
someone you can trust with this informa-
tion to help triangulate a soothing resolu-
tion. 
CANCER: Now that Mercury is no lon-
ger retrograde, you’re recalibrating your 
goals and seeing what actually looks like 
a reasonable task that you can succeed at, 
taking it step by step. Mercury harmoniz-
es with power planet Pluto, and you can 
get a better understanding about your rela-
tionships and how they fit into your future. 
You’re seeing the bigger picture of how 
these interpersonal dynamics can influence 
you and your objectives. 
LEO: There is nothing stopping you from 
making yourself larger than life as Mer-
cury, the planet of the mind, harmonizes 
with power planet Pluto. This grandiosity 
can help you feel empowered to make big 
career moves, or maybe you’re feeling like 
these responsibilities are overwhelming! 
You are finding a way to make peace with 
your title and how you present your work 
to the public. 
VIRGO: You’re gaining a better under-
standing of what you enjoy in life as your 
planetary ruler, Mercury, harmonizes with 
power planet Pluto. There are feelings and 
memories that are buried deep, that you’re 

able to dissect and understand now. You’re 
able to see the bigger picture and step out-
side of certain fixations or hangups; it just 
requires some trust and faith. You’re OK 
with taking risks or seeing what’s out there 
as Venus meets with Uranus, the planet of 
surprises. 
LIBRA: You’re seeing deep beneath the 
surface as Mercury harmonizes with pow-
er planet Pluto, showing you the subtext 
that not everyone gets to read! You’re 
able to dig deep in your memory bank, 
and relate to others on a wavelength that 
is subliminal and transformative. Are you 
ready to let go of certain ideas about other 

people? This can only open up your heart 
for more love and stronger relationships. 
Venus, the planet of relationships, meets 
with Uranus, which might feel like you’re 
standing on shaky ground. 
SCORPIO: Conversations are far from 
superficial as messenger Mercury harmo-
nizes with power planet Pluto. You are not 
afraid to take it there! Topics that are nor-
mally considered taboo or off the table are 
worked through fearlessly, and this way 
you gain a better understanding of other 
people in your life. You might even find 
that you feel closer to others through deep, 
transformative conversations! Love planet 
Venus meets with Uranus in your chart’s 
house of partnerships, asking you to let 
other people be strange, unpredictable, or 
wild. 
SAGITTARIUS: You’re getting a better 
understanding of your relationship to work 
and money as Mercury makes its third and 
final harmonious trine to power planet 
Pluto. There can be an ability to overcome 
any sort of ideas or hangups that you have 
about finances or the material world, and 
figure out your real responsibilities to oth-
er people. Knowing what values you have 
in your work is the first step, and can make 
you confident in your presence as a strong, 

supportive team player. 
CAPRICORN: You’re seeing to the 
depths of your desires and sexuality as 
Mercury, the planet of the mind, harmo-
nizes with Pluto. This gives you a greater 
perspective of your habits in relationships, 
your insecurities, and how you want to 
connect with the collective. This knowl-
edge of your pain, or how you have been 
affected by others’ pains, can make you 
more sensitive. Empathy is everything 
when it comes to expressing yourself flu-
ently and effectively. 
ACQUARIUS: You’re gaining a deeper 
understanding of yourself as Mercury, the 
planet of the mind, harmonizes with Pluto, 
the planet of secrets. This gives you the 
space and privacy that you need in order 
to dive into your most sacred and personal 
thoughts and feelings. You’re probing the 
depths of your own brain, your patterns 
and your roots. 
PISCES: Since late April, you’ve had 
many chances to draft a map of your fu-
ture. Because Mercury was retrograde, 
many lines and directions had to be re-
drawn; we’re only human! Flexibility is a 
key component to strength and power, and 
one of Mercury’s lessons is how to be flex-
ible and adaptable. 

WEEKLY HOROSCOPE: JUNE 11-17, 2022

WEEKLY  
HOROSCOPE
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SYDNEY: The Opposition leader and 
former defence minister said on Thursday 
he had planned to buy two Virginia-class 
submarines from the United States by 
2030 and build another eight to bring the 
total fleet strength to 10.
Australia planned to acquire US nucle-
ar-powered submarines over their rival 
British vessels, the former defence minis-
ter said on Thursday, revealing usually se-
cretive deliberations on the multi-billion 
dollar deal.
Peter Dutton said he had planned to buy 
two Virginia-class submarines from the 
United States by 2030 and build another 
eight to bring the total fleet strength to 10.
The project is the centrepiece of Austra-

lian efforts to toughen its defences in the 
face of a more belligerent China under 
President Xi Jinping.
The choice of contractor - Britain or the 
US - will have a significant economic 
impact and would closely immesh the 
Australian navy with that of the winning 
nation.
Mr Dutton, who leads the opposition af-
ter his conservative coalition lost the May 
elections, said it became “obvious” to him 
as defence minister that the US subma-
rines were a better choice.
Mr Dutton’s disclosure in an article for 
The Australian appeared to be aimed at 
pushing the new government into follow-
ing his plan. (Agencies)

KABUL: Taliban authorities have intro-
duced new uniforms for its reconstitut-
ed Afghan police force, as the de facto 
government attempts to shift away from 
using its insurgent military forces to 
handle law and order.
After the withdrawal of foreign forces 
ended a 20-year war last year, the West-
ern-backed government and its security 
bodies collapsed in the face of Taliban 
military advances. World governments 
do not recognise the new Taliban set up.
The interior ministry, led by Taliban of-
ficials, announced at a press conference 
that a new uniform had been designed 
for the police force.
The main changes, observed on the new 

uniforms worn by some officers at the 
briefing, were in terms of colour, now 
dark blue instead of lighter grey-blue, 
and the replacing of Afghanistan’s 
tri-coloured republican flag with the 
Taliban’s Islamic Emirate flag on the 
sleeve.
The Taliban does not recognise the tra-
ditional republican flag, used by the 
Western-backed governments that came 
to power after foreign forces toppled the 
Taliban government in 2001.
The Taliban had also used the Islamic 
Emirate flag - white with black Arabic 
lettering displaying Islam’s main tenet 
- when they ruled from 1996 to 2001. 
(Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran disconnected some of 
the UN’s nuclear watchdog’s monitor-
ing cameras, the country’s Atomic En-
ergy Organisation said in a statement, 
after Western nations accused Tehran of 
non-cooperation.
The move was announced after a resolu-
tion submitted by Britain, France, Germa-
ny and the US to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to censure Iran, 
the first since June 2020 when a similar 
motion censuring Iran was adopted.
Iran said the disconnected cameras had 
been operating beyond the safeguard 
agreement between Tehran and the 
IAEA. “As of today, the relevant author-
ities have been instructed to cut off the 
On-Line Enrichment Monitor (OLEM) 

and the flow meter cameras of the agen-
cy,” Iran’s nuclear organisation said in a 
statement.
These cameras were operating as a 
“goodwill gesture” which was not “ap-
preciated” by the IAEA but considered an 
“obligation”, it added. 
While the statement did not specify how 
many cameras were turned off, it said 
“more than 80% of the agency’s existing 
cameras are operating according to the 
safeguard agreement, and will continue 
to operate just as before”.
Behrouz Kamalvandi, the spokesman for 
Iran’s nuclear organisation, “monitored 
the shutdown of two IAEA cameras at 
a nuclear facility”, the statement added.
(Agencies)

MADRID: A wildfire in mountains of 
southern Spain has forced the evacuation 
of more than 3,000 people from the centre 
of the town of Benahavis and injured three 
firefighters.
The blaze started on Wednesday afternoon 
on the slopes of Pujerra mountain in the 
Sierra Bermeja, above the Costa del Sol, a 
magnet for tourists on the Andalusia coast, 
Andalusia’s Wildfire Department (INFO-
CA) said on Twitter.
The 8,000-resident community of Bena-
havis and 300-resident village of Pujerra, 
west of Malaga, were most at risk, state 
broadcaster RTVE reported, citing regional 
politicians and fire brigade spokespersons.
“Sadly, we have to report that three fire-
fighters from INFOCA suffered burns of 
different kinds and one of them has 25 per-
cent of his body burned and was evacuated 
to Malaga hospital,” Andalusia’s regional 
president Juan Manuel Moreno told report-

ers.
Temperatures of more than 30C (86F), 
drought and strong winds continued to 
hamper firefighting efforts in the area on 
Thursday, RTVE said.
However, the situation was expected to im-
prove during the course of the day as winds 
drop.
About 500 members of the fire brigade, 
civil defence and the UME military emer-
gency unit were deployed, the Andalusia 
emergency services tweeted. No buildings 
have been affected, according to officials.
The affected area on the Sierra Bermeja 
mountain range was devastated by a six-
day wildfire last September that destroyed 
more than 9,000 hectares (35 square miles) 
of forest.
Back then, the authorities believed the fire 
was started the work of arsonists. Howev-
er, the perpetrators could not be identified.
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Indonesian naval officers 
have asked for US$375,000 to release a 
fuel tanker they detained last week for 
anchoring illegally in Indonesian waters 
off Singapore, two people involved in 
negotiations over the unofficial payment 
said.
The incident comes after Reuters report-
ed a dozen similar detentions last year.
In those cases, the ship owners made un-
official payments of about US$300,000 
each and the vessels detained by the In-
donesian navy east of Singapore were 

released.
The Nord Joy fuel tanker was boarded 
by armed navy personnel on May 30 
whilst anchored in Indonesian waters to 
the east of the Singapore Strait, one of 
the world’s busiest shipping lanes, the 
two security sources said.
Asked to comment on whether naval 
officers had asked for US$375,000 to 
release the Nord Joy, Indonesian navy 
spokesman Julius Widjojono said: “It is 
strictly prohibited.” He did not respond 
to requests for further details. (Agencies)

CAIRO: Algeria has suspended its 
20-year-old treaty of friendship, good 
neighborliness and cooperation with 
Spain, state media reported.
 No reason was given for the decision, 
which was taken by Algeria’s top secu-
rity council.
But tensions are simmering between 
Algiers and Madrid over recent Spanish 
comments on Western Sahara as Spain 
has shifted closer to Morocco’s position 
on the conflict there.
In April, the Algerian-backed Polisario 
Front, Western Sahara’s independence 
movement, said it was severing ties 
with Spain after Madrid backed Moroc-
co’s plan giving autonomy to the former 
Spanish colony.
Algeria is a key gas supplier to Spain, 
and is expected to review prices for any 
new gas contract with Spanish firms, a 
source familiar with the matter told Re-

uters.
The current gas contract with Spain is 
long term with prices well under the 
current market level, the same source, 
who asked not to be identified, told Re-
uters. Spain’s government said it regret-
ted Algeria’s decision and reaffirmed its 
commitment to the friendship treaty.
“The Spanish government regards Al-
geria as a friendly neighbour country 
and restates its complete readiness to 
keep and develop the special coop-
eration relationship between our two 
countries, to the benefit of the people of 
both,” a Spanish foreign ministry state-
ment said.
The Algerian statement said Spain 
was abusing its role as an “adminis-
trating power” in Western Sahara until 
the United Nations sorts out the de-
cades-old situation over the status of the 
vast, mineral-rich territory. (Agencies)

COLOMBO: Swathes of Sri Lanka were 
hit by electricity cuts on Thursday af-
ter a power sector union went on strike 
opposing new government regulations, 
compounding hardships as the country 
tackles a crippling economic crisis.
About 900 out of around 1,100 engineers 
of the state-run Ceylon Electricity Board 
(CEB), Sri Lanka’s main power compa-
ny, went on strike at midnight, stalling 
operations at eight hydropower plants 
that generate around 1,000 MW of elec-
tricity.
Sri Lanka’s 22 million people are already 
suffering the country’s most serious fi-
nancial turmoil in seven decades, with 
severe shortages of fuel, medicines and 

other essentials amid record inflation and 
a devaluation of its currency. 
In a bid to stop the CEB Engineers’ 
Union from striking, Sri Lanka’s Pres-
ident Gotabaya Rajapaksa issued a ga-
zette notification late on Wednesday de-
claring electricity supply as an essential 
service.
The legal directive makes it mandatory 
for engineers to report to work.
“President Rajapaksa called the union 
president late last night and made an ap-
peal not to let the entire grid collapse. So 
we are working to ensure hospitals and 
other essential services have power,” the 
union’s joint secretary Eranga Kudahewa 
told Reuters. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: People in Thailand can 
now grow cannabis plants at home and 
sell the crop after the nation removed 
marijuana from its banned narcotics list.
The nation is the first to advance such a 
move in South-East Asia, a region known 
for its stringent drug laws.
But recreational use is still banned, even 
though advocates say the easing effec-
tively decriminalises marijuana.
The government is hoping that devel-
oping a local cannabis trade will boost 
agriculture and tourism. It’s even giving 
away one million cannabis seedlings to 

citizens to encourage pick-up.
“It is an opportunity for people and the 
state to earn income from marijuana and 
hemp,” said Anutin Charnvirakul, depu-
ty prime minister and health minister, on 
his social media accounts last month.
He shared a photo on Facebook of a 
chicken dish cooked with cannabis.
Adding that anyone could sell the dish 
if they followed the rules - the main 
one being that products must contain 
less than 0.2% of tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), the compound that gives users 
that “high” feeling. (Agencies)

Australia plans to buy US nuclear submarines

Taliban unveils new uniforms for police force

Iran disconnects some IAEA cameras at 
nuclear sites

Thousands evacuated as wildfire rages 
in Spain

Indonesian navy demand US$375,000  
to release tanker

Over Western Sahara dispute
Algeria suspends friendship treaty with Spain

Sri Lanka hit by power cuts after  
union goes on strike

Thailand legalises cannabis trade,  
bans recreational use

HONG KONG: Torrential rains in south-
ern China have killed at least 25 peo-
ple, impacted millions of residents and 
caused billions of yuan in economic loss-
es, as the country grapples with increas-
ingly devastating flood seasons fueled by 
climate change.
In recent weeks, heavy rainfall has trig-
gered severe flooding and landslides in 
large swathes of southern China, damag-
ing homes, crops and roads.
In Hunan province, 10 people have been 
killed this month and three remain miss-
ing, with 286,000 people evacuated and 
a total of 1.79 million residents affect-
ed, officials said at a news conference 
Wednesday.
More than 2,700 houses have collapsed 
or suffered severe damage, and 96,160 
hectares of crops have been destroyed 

-- heavy losses for a province that serves 
as a major rice-producing hub for China. 
Direct economic losses are estimated at 
more than 4 billion yuan ($600 million), 
according to officials.
Flooding and landslides caused by tor-
rential rains have killed 10 people in Hu-
nan province this month.
Late last month, flooding and landslides 
killed eight people in coastal Fujian 
province, five people in southwestern 
Yunnan province, and two children who 
were swept away by torrents in Guangxi 
province.
Chinese authorities are on high alert for 
this year’s flood season, which started 
this month, after the deaths of 398 people 
in devastating floods caused by unprece-
dented rainfall in central Henan province 
last summer. (Agencies)

Torrential rains kill 25 people in China

Luxry Apartment for sale 
in Peshawar

3 bed with 4 bathrooms, lounge , 
kitchen, store, drawing, dining,

balkony, corner flat  
with parking space

Contact: 0305-9006082


