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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s State Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs Hina Rab-
bani Khar will present the country’s 
progress at a plenary meeting of the 
global anti-money laundering watch-
dog, the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), in Germany this week.
Hina Rabbani Khar, who is also the 
Chair of Pakistan’s National FATF 
Coordination Committee, will lead 
the Pakistan delegation at the FATF 
plenary meeting being held in Berlin, 
Germany from June 14-17.
During the meeting, Pakistan’s prog-
ress under the 2018 and 2021 FATF 
action plans will be discussed. The 
plenary will review the recommen-
dations of FATF’s International Co-
operation Review Group (ICRG). The 
minister will also hold meetings with 
the incoming and outgoing FATF of-
ficials and heads of delegations of 
FATF member states to apprise them 
of the tremendous progress made by 
Pakistan in completing both FATF 
action plans.
Pakistan was placed on the FATF 
grey list in June 2018 and was urged 
to strengthen anti-money launder-
ing and increase the fight against fi-

nancing terror. Since then, Pakistan 
enacted several laws against money 
laundering and terror financing and 
initiated several legislative amend-
ments to comply with FATF criteria 
under the Imran Khan government.
Pakistani officials remain confident 
that the global money-laundering 
watchdog will remove the country 
from its grey after complying with 
all of the FATF recommendations. 
Hammad Azhar, who had been over-
seeing the implantation of FATF-re-
lated legislation in Pakistan until 
April 2022, has expressed hopes that 
the country’s persistent efforts from 
2018 to 2022 will be “acknowledged 
by FATF” and prove to be successful 
in getting the country off the grey 
list.
“Pakistan has already been rated 
as compliant on 32 out of 34 action 
items. The report regarding the last 
2 action items was submitted in April 
and covers the compliance period 
from Oct 21 till March 22,” Hammad 
Azhar said in a tweet. “It’s been a 
difficult journey but our teams dis-
played exceptional professionalism. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US expressed 
concern about China’s alignment 
with Russia, warning that nations 
that side with president Vladimir 
Putin on Ukraine will be “on the 
wrong side of history”.
“China claims to be neutral, but its 
behaviour makes clear that it is still 
investing in close ties to Russia,” a 
US state department spokesman 
said. The statement came hours 
after president Xi Jinping assured 
Putin of Beijing’s support for Mos-
cow’s “sovereignty and security” 
during a call between the two lead-
ers yesterday.
China has refused to condemn Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine and has 
been accused of providing diplo-
matic cover for Russia by blasting 
western sanctions and arms sales to 
Kyiv. The state department spokes-

man said Washington was “monitor-
ing China’s activity closely”.
“But in other key respects, China 
has already made a choice,” the 
statement continued. More than 
three months into the invasion, 
“China is still standing by Russia. 
It is still echoing Russian propa-
ganda around the world. It is still 
shielding Russia in international 
organisations … and it is still deny-
ing Russia’s atrocities in Ukraine by 
suggesting instead that they were 
staged”, it said.
“Nations that side with Vladimir Pu-
tin will inevitably find themselves 
on the wrong side of history … this 
is not a moment for equivocation or 
hiding or waiting to see what hap-
pens next. It is already clear what is 
happening,” the statement conclud-
ed. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif said that China and Paki-
stan are good friends and partners 
and the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor is a manifestation of mutu-
al benefit and win-win cooperation 
between the two countries.
In an interview with Chinese me-
dia CGTN, Prime Minister said that 
the Pakistani government attaches 
great importance to the project and 

hopes to benefit further the people 
of the two countries and the region.
He said the project is also facing 
some problems, Pakistan is willing 
to use the Pakistan speed to elimi-
nate bottlenecks and strengthen co-
operation.
The Prime Minister said the CPEC 
meets the pressing requirements of 
Pakistan and has brought benefits 
to the Pakistani people. (Agencies)

Pakistan likely to exit FATF grey list
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KYIV: Russian forces are using “all 
available firepower” to pound the key 
target of Severodonetsk and neigh-
boring Lysychansk as well as Bilo-
horivka, a settlement to the west of 
the twin cities that are separated by 
the Siverskyi Donets river.
In the latest military update from 
Ukraine’s armed forces, spokesman 
Oleksandr Shtupun said that “the 
Russian occupiers continue to fire on 
the units of our troops with all avail-
able firepower.” “The enemy does not 
stop trying to establish full control 
over the city of Severodonetsk” he 
said, adding that “the fighting contin-
ues.”
Russian forces have been throw-
ing everything they can at seizing 

Severodonetsk, which was the last 
major Ukrainian-held city in the Lu-
hansk province. Around 80% of the 
city was in Russian hands yesterday, 
with fierce street battles taking place 
for, as President Zelenskyy put it ear-
lier this week, “every meter of the 
city.”
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy has said he is grateful for a 
new $1 billion support package from 
the Biden administration as Russia 
presses home its advantage in east-
ern Ukraine.
“We are defending Donbas,” he said, 
saying that the Ukrainian army had 
proved itself “despite the significant 
advantage of the Russian army in the 
number of soldiers and equipment.”

“Of course, we will do our best to out-
match their advantages for now. Ev-
ery day I fight for Ukraine to get the 
necessary weapons and equipment,” 
Zelenskyy said last night.
Meanwhile, fighting in the Donbas is 
relentless, with Russian forces report-
edly using “all available firepower” to 
pound the key target of Severodo-
netsk and the surrounding area.
The German leader, now in the cap-
ital, Kyiv, pledges enduring support 
for Ukraine, along with Draghi and 
Macron. “We want to show not only 
solidarity, but also assure that the 
help that we’re organising – finan-
cial, humanitarian, but also, when it 
comes to weapons – will continue,” 
Scholz told Bild daily. “And that we 
will continue it as long as it is neces-
sary for Ukraine’s fight” against Mos-
cow, he said.
The chancellor added that EU sanc-
tions imposed on Russia “contribute 
to the chance that Russia will aban-
don its plan and withdraw its troops – 
because that’s the goal” Thousands of 
civilians are trapped in the Ukrainian 
city of Severodonetsk with essential 
supplies running out, the United Na-
tions is warning. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia overtook Saudi 
Arabia to become India’s second-larg-
est supplier of crude oil last month, 
Reuters reported, citing unnamed 
trade sources.
The average daily rate of Russian oil 
exports to India stood at 819,000 bar-
rels, according to the data that these 
sources shared, which compared 
with a meager 277,000 barrels daily 
in April.
According to a report by a Finnish 
environmental agency, Indian buyers 
now account for 18 percent of Rus-
sian crude oil exports. What is more 
interesting, however, is that some of 
the fuel Indian refiners produce using 
Russian crude is then exported, with 
some of it eventually ending up in the 
United States. “We can see crude oil 

shipments going into refineries that 
take Russian oil, and then we can see 
where the stuff goes that they pro-
duce,” said Lauri Myllyvirta, lead an-
alyst at the Helsinki-based Centre for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air, 
which authored the report.
Russian crude has been trading at a 

steep discount reaching $30 to Brent 
since the start of the war in Ukraine, 
which has made it especially attrac-
tive for large importers such as India 
and China.
Both countries have substantially 
increased their intake of Russian oil 
over the last three months, with Kpler 
reporting that so far this year, India 
has imported five times the amount of 
all the Russian crude it bought in the 
whole of 2021. Imports of Russian oil 
since the start of 2022 have totaled 60 
million barrels versus 12 million bar-
rels for the entirety of 2021.
Reportedly, the subcontinent is cur-
rently looking to secure six-month 
supply contracts with Rosneft right 
now, despite warnings from the Unit-
ed States to stop buying. (Agencies)

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Russian forces using all available firepower  
to capture Severodonetsk

Luhansk region under attack from nine directions. Thousands of civilians trapped. 
Macron, Draghi, Scholz are in Kyiv

WASHINGTON: Unit-
ed States is sending $1 
billion more in military 
aid to Ukraine, Washing-
ton’s 12th and biggest 
tranche yet of weaponry 
and equipment intended 
to confront Russia’s slow 
but relentless advance on 
Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region.
National Security Council 
spokesperson John Kir-
by told reporters at the 
White House on Wednes-
day that the aid includes 
$350 million of equipment 
coming directly from the 
U.S. military, including 
18 high-powered mobile 
long-range howitzers, 
36,000 rounds of ammu-
nition and 18 tactical vehi-
cles to tow the howitzers, 
along with additional am-
munition and other equip-
ment.
Kirby said the remaining 
$650 million in aid, in-
cluding coastal defense 

systems, radios, night 
vision devices and other 
equipment, will be pur-
chased by the Pentagon 
from weapons manufac-
turers through a funding 
mechanism known as the 
Ukraine Security Assis-
tance Initiative.
Kirby said the United 
States has provided more 
than $914 million in hu-
manitarian assistance to 
Ukraine since the begin-
ning of the invasion on 
Feb. 24, including an ad-
ditional $225 million an-
nounced Wednesday by 
President Joe Biden. The 
president said in a state-
ment the new money will 
fund safe drinking water, 
critical medical supplies 
and health care, food, 
shelter, and cash for fam-
ilies to purchase essential 
items. “The bravery, resil-
ience, and determination 
of the Ukrainian people 
continues. (Agencies)

TBILISI: When Russia sent 
troops into Ukraine in late 
February, Georgian law-
maker Aleko Elisashvili 
did not hesitate to rush to 
the country’s defence, and 
within days was fighting in 
the battle for Irpin.
For the 44-year-old father-
of-two, the war in Ukraine 
is about more than just de-
fending one country from 
Russian aggression.
“We are fighting alongside 
Ukrainians against our 
common enemy – (Russian 
president Vladimir) Putin’s 
imperialism,” Elisashvi-
li told AFP in his office in 
Georgia’s parliament, a 
Ukrainian flag hanging be-
hind him. “The likelihood 
of Russia attacking Georgia 
again is very high … that’s 
why it’s even more import-
ant to us that Russia be 
defeated in Ukraine, that’s 
why so many Georgians are 
now fighting there.”
Hundreds of Georgians 

like Elisashvili have gone 
to Ukraine to fight in vol-
unteer units such as the 
Ukrainian Foreign Legion 
and the Georgian Legion, 
which are integrated into 
the military.
Their enthusiasm for the 
fight is hardly surprising, 
given Georgia’s long and 
difficult history with Russia 
and the pro-western aspira-
tions it shares with Ukraine. 
The South Caucasus coun-
try was annexed by Russia 
twice in its history – in 1801 
and 1921 – and last saw 
Moscow’s troops invade its 
territory in August 2008.
The five-day war in 2008, 
which claimed some 700 
lives and ended with an 
EU-mediated truce, left 
Georgia partitioned after 
Russia recognised two sep-
aratist regions, Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia, as in-
dependent states and sta-
tioned military bases there.
 (Agencies)
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2 City

Emergency Phone 
Numbers

Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade 
Cantt:

091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117
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PESHAWAR: A vendor selling fresh chilled lemonade drink during hot weather at Khyber Bazaar. 
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Trend of organic food on rise in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Unaware of the severe heat wave in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Zakir Khan, 
a poor fruit-seller was using a hand 
fan to dry his perspiration while sit-
ting in front of his wicker basket full 
of locally grown organic bananas.
Sitting on a footpath in fruits and 
vegetable market in Pabbi bazaar, 
Nowshera in scorching heat amid 
shouts of low prices by the shop-
keepers, Zakir Khan, who cleaned 
his sweaty face and arms with a 
white shawl, has started earning sub-
stantial profits for his eight-member 
family after growing trend towards 
use of organic food among people of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
“My sons collect bananas from dif-
ferent villages, farms and load them 
to his Qingqi rickshaw for sale in 
the Pabbi fruit market in Nowshera 
district,” Zakir, who was associated 

with organic food business for the 
last five years, told APP. He said, 
“These days, most people prefer 
to buy the fruits that come directly 
from trees or fields instead of buy-
ing non-organic fruits, which often 
processed through the use of differ-
ent chemicals and sprays of pesti-
cides.”
“Prior to 2017, I was associated with 
non-organic fruits and later shifted 
to organic business keeping in view 
its high profit margin,” he said, add-
ing that one dozen organic bananas 
was being sold for Rs 150 to Rs 180 
against Rs 100 to Rs 120 non-organ-
ic in the local market as consumers’ 
response to the former was encour-
aging due to its high nutritional val-
ue. “Despite COVID-19 pandemic, I 
continued my business and now was 
able to engage two more labourers 

to purchase organic bananas to 
meet customers’ demands.” He said 
that people of all age groups includ-
ing women, senior citizens and chil-
dren were taking keen interest in 
organic fruits and “we are tirelessly 
working to meet market demand.”
“In summer, I am selling organic 
fruits like bananas, peaches, cher-
ries, jaman, mangoes and grapes, 
while in winter investment is made 
in walnuts, pine nuts, apples and 
oranges due to their organic nature 
and high profits value,” he said, add-
ing that he was planning to export 
the organic products to Afghanistan 
and Central Asian Republics if fi-
nancial support was provided by the 
KP government.
Dr Fazal Wahab, Director Agricul-
ture Research merged tribal dis-
tricts, said that northern Punjab, KP, 
eastern Balcohstain, Azad Kashmir, 
Sindh and Gilgit Baltistan were suit-
able for organic food farming. He 
said that the climate of KP was the 
most suitable for organic farming, 
especially that of Malakand, Hazara 
divisions and merged tribal districts 
of Kurram, South Wazirisrtan and 
North Waziristan. He said that Paki-
stan’s fertile soil was most suited for 
production of different varieties of 
organic fruits and vegetables. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government has launched 
‘Education Cards’ on the same pat-
tern as ‘Health Cards.’ The Educa-
tion Cards will enable deserving 
students from all over the province 
to study at top higher education in-
stitutes in the country.
The initiative was unveiled by the 
provincial Finance and Health Min-
ister, Taimur Khan Jhagra, on Mon-
day while presenting the annual 
provincial budget for FY 2022-23.
During the budget speech, Jhagra 
said that Rs. 1 billion has been al-
located for the Education Cards, 
adding that instead of building uni-
versities in the province, the talent-
ed students will be able to study on 
scholarships in top national insti-
tutes.
The KP government has allocat-

ed Rs. 1 billion for hiring teachers 
through local parent-teacher coun-
cils. Rs. 1 billion have been allocated 
for operating evening shift schools.
The provincial government has al-
located Rs. 2.4 billion for providing 
stipends to female students. 
Rs. 2 billion have been allocated for 
the procurement of furniture for 
schools and colleges. 
Last year, the KP government allo-
cated Rs. 3 billion for the same pur-
pose. 
Rs. 900 million have been allocated 
for providing scholarships to school 
children.
KP has also become the first prov-
ince to adopt inclusive education by 
merging special education with the 
Education Department to bring dif-
ferently-abled individuals into the 
educational mainstream. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A well-known aca-
demician Col. Siddiqullah (Retd) 
joined as the Director, BRAINS In-
stitute, Peshawar. He owns a vast ex-
perience of successful management 
of multiple projects in NADRA Pa-
kistan, National Telecommunication 
Corporation (NTC) and KP Infor-
mation Technology Board (KPITB). 
Col. Siddiqullah (Retd) also served a 
Regional Director of NUML Univer-
sity, Peshawar. He brings a versatile 
experience of educational manage-
ment and corporate governance to 
alleviate and promote the academic 
and operations of BRAINS Institute, 
Peshawar.
A special ceremony was organised 
to welcome and orient the new Di-
rector- BRAINS Institute, Peshawar. 
All senior management and core 
staff of BRAINS Institute participat-
ed in the ceremony. Mr. Zafar Ullah 
Khan, Rector, BRAINS Institute for-
mally welcomed +the new Director 
and extended good wishes for his 
new role to lead the academics and 
operations of BRAINS Institute, Pe-
shawar. “Having such a high relevant 
profession, we hope that the new Di-
rector will further expand and scale 

up the academic and non-academic 
operations of BRAINS Institute, Pe-
shawar. Possessing affiliations with 
reputed national and international 
institutions, BRAINS Institute will 
soon be the first choice of students 
to build their career in fast growing 
world of science and technology”, 
termed by Zafar Ullah Khan, Rector, 
BRAINS Institute.
BRAINS Institute Peshawar is a 
premier Degree Awarding Insti-
tute (DAI), which is recognised 
by the Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) and chartered by                                             
the Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. 
The Institute offers different educa-
tional programs in the disciplines of 
Information Technology, Manage-
ment Sciences and Engineering & 
Technology. 
The BRAINS Institute, Peshawar 
started functioning in 1993 and has 
rapidly grown into a dynamic seat of 
learning in all major disciplines of 
knowledge. The BRAINS Institute 
has partnerships with BISP, KP-TEV-
TA, NAVTTC, PCB and other presti-
gious national governmental sector 
organizations. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Police has decided to purchase 
drones to enhance patrolling and to 
conduct aerial surveillance of tar-
geted venues.
In a press statement issued by Cen-
tral Police Office, the step has been 
taken as part of measures to intro-
duce modern policing. The estimat-
ed cost of the project was Rs 50 Mil-
lion under which drones, cameras 
and copters would be purchased.
The policemen would be provided 
necessary training to operate the 
most modern drone system.

In the first phase, the drones for ae-
rial surveillance would be used at 
Mardan, Bannu, D I Khan, Abbot-
tabad, Swat and Kohat districts and 
later the facility would be extended 
to other parts of the province after 
monitoring the results.
The police department needed he-
licopters for aerial surveillance 
during peaceful observance of Ashu-
ra and other important religious and 
national events. After installation 
of drones, KP police would be in a 
better position to enhance security 
measures. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Minister for Irrigation Arshad Ayub 
Khan has said that with the comple-
tion of construction of protective 
embankments in Swat, the damage 
caused by floods would be reduced.
He said”Work is underway to build 
high-quality safety embankments to 
prevent obstruction and minimize 
damage.” 
He expressed these views on the oc-
casion of a detailed visit to the Swat 
district, said an official handout is-
sued here on Friday.
He said “In order to utilize thou-
sands of acres of barren lands, it is 
necessary to further strengthen the 
irrigation system. 
He said that he is visiting Malakand 
and Swat districts with the purpose 
to know the ground realities and to 
further improve the system.” 
Earlier, Provincial Minister for Irri-
gation Arshad Ayub Khan arrived in 
Swat on the second day of his visit 
to the Malakand Division.

He appreciated the quality of work 
on this occasion.
The Provincial Minister also in-
spected Shahmezai Head Canal and 
Head Reach where SE Irrigation 
Wasim Khan gave a detailed brief-
ing on the project.
Chief Engineer North Ishaq Khan 
and Engineer Bakhtiar Khan were 
also present on the occasion.
The Provincial Minister reviewed 
the construction work of flood pro-
tection embankments in Bahrain 
and Kalam and expressed satisfac-
tion over the quality of work.
The Provincial Minister for Irri-
gation visited Mangalore Bypass 
and Swat Irrigation Office at Saidu 
Sharif. During his visit to the office, 
SE Irrigation Wasim Khan briefed 
the provincial minister about the of-
fice matters. 
He said “In order to utilize thou-
sands of acres of barren lands, it is 
necessary to further strengthen the 
irrigation system. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The District admin-
istration on Tuesday removed en-
croachments from footpaths and 
roads at board Bazaar.
On the directives of the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Peshawar, Shafiul-
lah Khan, the Additional Assistant 
Commissioner (AAC), Syeda Zainab 
Naqvi along with Demolishing Su-
perintendent, Capital Metropolitan, 
Sajid Khan and Traffic Police carried 
out anti-encroachment operation 
against display of goods outside the 

shops and encroachment mafia at 
Board Bazaar.
A heavy contingent of police was 
deployed to avoid any unpleasant 
incident. During operation goods 
displayed outside the shops on foot-
paths were taken into official custo-
dy.
Further, DC Peshawar had directed 
all concerned officials to conduct an-
ti-encroachment operation at Board 
Bazaar on daily basis and sending 
the violators behind the bars. (APP)

PESHAWAR: On the recommenda-
tions of the District Price Review 
Committee and consultation with 
Nanbai Association Peshawar, Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Peshawar 
has notified Rs.15/- rate for 135 
grams roti/naan.
As per notification issued here on 
Wednesday, the rates notified are 
liable to be implemented forthwith 
and all nanbais (tandoor wala) have 
been directed to exhibit the notified 
price list at their shops.
The rate will be applicable for the 
entire district Peshawar, including 
areas of cantonment, Hayatabad 
and Hassan Khel Sub-Division.
No exception to this rate/weight is 
allowed.
All nanbais have been directed to 
place digital weighing machines in 
their tandoors at conspicuous plac-
es to enable users to test/weigh the 
naan. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Board of Gover-
nors (BoG) Institute of Management 
Sciences (IMS), chaired by acting 
governor, Mushtaq Ahmad Ghani 
Tuesday approved budget of the in-
stitute for financial year 2022-23.
On the occasion, acting director IMS 
informed the meeting about various 
aspects of the budget and its aims 
and objectives. The meeting was also 
attended by provincial minister for 
Higher Education, Kamran Bangash.
The BoG also constituted a commit-
tee for inclusion of suggestions pro-
posed by finance department, higher 

education commission and represen-
tatives of IMS.
The meeting directed to ensure 
compatibility in CP fund of IMS and 
provincial government rules besides 
enhancing research and consultancy 
plan to increase resources and im-
proving method of budget prepara-
tion.
Acting governor directed all the uni-
versities including IMS to upload in-
formation on website and take steps 
to improve their resources. He also 
appreciated performance of IMS.  
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa government has decided 
to construct four new medical col-
leges and four medical teaching in-
stitutions for provision of better pro-
fessional education in the province.
Officials of KP Health Department 
told APP on Tuesday that the medi-
cal colleges would be constructed at 
Dir, Buner, Charsadda and Haripur 
districts, with one in each district.

Likewise, four new medical teach-
ing institutions (MTIs) would be 
established at Fountain House Pe-
shawar, Kohat Institute of Medical 
and Dental Sciences, District Head-
quarters Hospital (DHQ) Charsadda 
and Women and Children Hospital 
Charsadda, as part of one of the MTI. 
Moreover, a District Headquarters 
hospital would also be constructed 
at Haripur, they added. (APP)

KP launches education cards  
for talented students

BRAINS Institute, Peshawar gets new  
‘Director, Academics & Operations’

KP police to purchase drones  
for patrolling, aerial surveillance

Protective embankments to reduce 
floods’ damages: Arshad Ayub

Board Bazaar cleared from encroachments

New rate for 135 gram 
Roti/Naan notified

IMS BoG approves 2022-23 budget

Four Medical colleges, four MTIs  
to be constructed in KP
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KP budget
KP increased funds allocation for health, education and energy sec-
tors in the budget for the fiscal year 2022-23. It is a good omen that 
government is focusing on sectors that would have far-reaching 
positive effects in the future.
More, in the budget speech that more recruitments have also pro-
posed in the health department, while 63,000 contract employees 
have made permanent include 675 ad hoc doctors. In the prevailing 
situation, it is termed a balanced budget as the KP also announced 
16pc increase in government employees salaries and 5pc raise in 
pension. Reforms of the KP government in the health sector are 
praiseworthy. However, it is to be brought in the notice of the gov-
ernment to give attention to improve municipal services, electricity 
and gas supply, clean drinking water or traffic management. The 
KP budget for the new financial year includes various projects, ini-
tiatives and some welfare measures as well as proposals which will 
have a direct negative impact on the common man. It is futile to 
expect any relief from the government in the current difficult situa-
tion. Instead of focusing on measures, it was easy to shift the entire 
burden to the people, while the problem is that there is no serious 
effort to reduce government spending and austerity nor is the Chief 
Minister, Cabinet or members of the Provincial Assembly willing to 
sacrifice their privileges even if it is a superficial measure.

THE energy crisis in the country has 
been gradually increasing and now 
the country’s economy is in serious 
crisis reached the brink of collapse 
while the current coalition govern-
ment has been helpless in resolving 
public issues since its inception.
When coalition parties came to pow-
er, the impression was formed in 
public circles that opposition leaders 
united against the PTI government 
would have a solid and workable for-
mula for solving problems of general 
public. 
In this situation, the coalition gov-
ernment has merely two options: to 
leave power and go to the polls or to 
make difficult decisions to get the 
country’s economy back on its feet.
It is clear that the ruling coalition, af-
ter lengthy consultations, has decid-
ed to fulfill the constitutional term of 
the assemblies and retain its power 
while contemplating IMF terms.
The government allies think that 
the economy will recover by hurting 
people, but is the economy anything 

other than the economic condition 
of the people?
This is the case with the capitalist 
system, in which the economy is a 
separate entity from the people.
The first and foremost goal of this 
system is the interest of three trillion 
rupees, which is to be paid by inter-
national institutions and banks, in-
cluding the IMF to get more interest 
bearing loans.
There is no doubt that present gov-
ernment is taking difficult decisions.
These decisions are not difficult in 
the sense that it is painful for the rul-
ers to impose a burden on the peo-
ple, but in the sense that they want 
their continuity from one and a half 
years of power by winning the next 
election.
Public grief and anger can be an ob-
stacle in its path. On the other hand, 
the agenda of the IMF is also being 
implemented.
Do rulers have the courage to im-
plement difficult decisions in the 
interest of the people? while capital-

ists can make a difficult decision to 
end hundreds of billions of rupees 
in subsidies. Muftah Ismail’s state-
ment that Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif cried while signing the sum-
mary of increase in prices of petro-
leum products was nothing but a 
flop spectacle, also show that if they 
have decided against their follow-
ers, which they will never do that, 
because it will take away the power 
and the real tears will flow from the 
eyes which will be visible not only to 
Muftah Ismail but to all.
This ruling class has never fall-
en prey to the spirit of patriotism 
against its own interests. There are 
mediocre and poor classes who have 
a vested interest in this country, but 
there is no one to cure them.
People are asking where the elec-
tricity has gone, when the inflation 
will be eradicated but there is no re-
sponse from the rulers?

—The writer is a contributing col-
umnist, based in Lahore.

The great spontaneous Muslim up-
rising across the length and breadth 
of India, is the best thing that has 
happened to India, in a longtime. 
This uprising, ignited by the remarks 
of Nupur Sharma (BJP spokesper-
son) against the Holy Prophet ( 
PBUH), is actually a reaction to a 
long stretch of brutality perpetrated 
by the fascist Hindu Supremacist, 
Modi Regime, against the minori-
ties, especially the Muslims. 
The pent up anger and frustration 
of Muslims, finally burst out into 
the open, resulting in this beautiful 
mammoth uprising all across India. 
Before this uprising in India, there 
had been a worldwide reaction to 
the insulting remarks against Proph-
et Mohammad ( PBUH ) by Nupur 
Sharma, in the Arab and other Mus-
lim countries including Pakistan, 
among the people and even at the 
official level, with some countries 
lodging formal complaints to the In-
dian government. This was certainly 
an important factor that encouraged 
the Indian Muslims to pick up the 
courage for the uprising.
This uprising is bound to have a 
ripple effect all across India, and 
seriously challenge the current In-
dian ideology of “Hindutva” or Hin-
du Supremacy and their dream of 

“Akhand Bharat” or “Greater India”, 
that is, establishing their Regional 
Hegemony. 
It is bound to give a boost to all the 
struggles of ethnic and religious mi-
norities, and the lower Hindu castes 
(“the untouchables” ) in India. The 
Independence movements in Naga-
land and others, and the demand 
of a separate homeland Khalistan, 
by Sikhs, are bound to get great en-
couragement. Above all, the Kash-
miris’ struggle for self determina-
tion will be greatly strengthened. 
The reason for this optimism is that 
Muslims are the largest minority in 
India, over 200 million strong; but 
for various reasons, had stayed quite 
passive their response to the aggres-
sive, and oppressive policies and 
behavior of the Modi Regime. There 
have been reports of lynchings and 
other insults, with the state appara-
tus complicit with the perpetrators. 
So, the waking up of this “sleeping 
giant”, the Indian Muslim popula-
tion, and their transformation into a 
formidable fighting force, will act as 
a very strong ally to all struggles of 
all the oppressed in India. There are 
bound to be long term ramifications 
of this new transformation, and un-
intended consequences for India, in 
the not too distant future.

After the budget!
By Attiya Munawer

Modi’s India: 
The great spontaneous Muslim uprising

By Wg Cdr (R) Zarar S. Sheikh
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The knowledge we gather through 
experience develops and enhanc-
es our character. Knowledge is ac-
quired through planning, thinking, 
doing, reading, conversing, observ-
ing, and writing. Our character is 
uplifted when we pursue tasks that 
increase knowledge. This is why 
children should be encouraged to 
talk, read, write, and make deci-
sions. The character is crafted and 
garnered when the child is given the 
room to experience life and learn 
from mistakes. Parents and teachers 
should keep an eye on the child’s ac-
tivities at home and at school, how-
ever, without limiting the child’s vi-
sion to completing tasks.
Becoming disciplined, for example, 
is a character trait taught to children 
through trial and error. Observation 
is considered to be an effective tool 
used by children to absorb good 
habits they observe in elders. 
If a child’s parents and teachers 
have a habit of effectively managing 
time, the child will likely pursue and 
display the same. The households 
where time management is not giv-
en importance are the ones where 
children also grow up without know-

ing the importance of utilising time.
Knowledge is also acquired through 
observation. A child may observe 
someone draw on paper and may 
follow the same which develops his/
her drawing skills. Some children 
eat the way their elders eat or talk 
the way they see their elders do. 
Elders, therefore, need to explain 
to the child the behaviours that are 
deemed to be inappropriate. Once 
knowledge is acquired by a child or a 
youth, they embed it into their char-
acter—either consciously or uncon-
sciously. For example, some children 
prefer to dress up only because they 
have been observing their parents or 
elders do the same. Some children 
are good at speaking from an early 
age for they have parents, teachers, 
friends, or siblings who are good at 
the same skills.
Character is also developed by pur-
suing the habit of reading and con-
versing. Children must foster think-
ing and curiosity. 
The more they think and question, 
the more information they will be 
exposed to through reading or con-
versing. The knowledge that is ac-
quired and the character that is de-

veloped give the child and the youth 
the direction to take action and 
make worthwhile decisions.
These decisions can include saving 
monthly pocket money, keeping 
their room organised, being disci-
plined, having a focus on studies, and 
the list goes on. Once a child creates 
such habits, they remain with them 
as they grow old. This guides them 
to take meaningful action. They also 
focus on the tasks they need to com-
plete apart from their studies.
This may include establishing their 
online business, organising webi-
nars and physical events, being an 
active student in their school/col-
lege, and taking ownership of the 
tasks they are assigned at home or 
school/college. They eventually be-
come logical, rational, and mature 
specialists in their chosen field once 
they leave university and step into 
the professional world. Parents and 
teachers must not induce the child to 
follow the rules. They must become 
role models who inspire children to 
follow in their footsteps to become a 
success and carve their own destiny. 
Only then can we develop visionar-
ies.

Grappling the Islamophobia
The recent blasphemous remarks 
reflect growing Islamophobia under 
Modi regime. Needless to say, from 
legitimized destruction of Babri 
masjid in India to the terrorist mass 
shooting at Christchurch mosque 
in New Zealand, Muslims are con-
stantly being oppressed, targeted 
and subjugated worldwide. 
However, India’s hijab controversy 
cannot be seen in isolation. It is part 
and parcel of the anti-Muslim rhet-
oric that the chauvinist BJP govern-
ment has been pushing since Nar-
endra Modi took power. 
Discriminatory citizenship laws, the 
lynching of Muslims on suspicions 
of consuming or transporting beef, 

and bans on communal prayers are 
all part of this sinister anti-Muslim 
action that the BJP has been push-
ing. Islamophobia has emerged as 
the most threatened phenomenon 
in recent years. 
According to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, the number of an-
ti-Muslim hate crime incidents has 
increased to 257 yearly.   
Thankfully, Muslims have a unani-
mous platform in the form of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Council (OIC). 
That is to say, the organization can 
play a pivotal role in overcoming 
the challenge of Islamophobia. 
In the recent past, the efforts of the 
OIC to convince the United Nations 
about Islamophobia and acknowl-
edge the 15th March as an interna-

tional day against the phenomenon 
are symbolic. However, the Muslim 
world must react proactively to mis-
conceptions and stereotypes that 
breed Islamophobia. 
Moreover, the platform of the Unit-
ed Nations and foreign policy are 
valuable tools in fighting the threat. 
The organization comprises more 
than fifty countries and a plethora 
of financial and human resources to 
combat this threat. 
Likewise, awareness campaigns, 
documentaries, and films can play 
an influential role in diminishing 
the Islamophobic thoughts of peo-
ple worldwide.
Saif Ur Rehman
Lahore.

Planted!!
We are good to plant newspaper 
stories for our own vested interests 
after what all trees were planted for 
the good of the society are altogeth-
er destroyed. 
As if the recent raging forest fire 
across the entire KPK forests was 
not enough, this is the latest news 
planted in the newspaper against 
a century old tree in the middle of 
the provincial capital of Peshawar 

located in front of the Iranian Con-
sulate that is blamed to be a hurdle 
and threat to traffic. 
It would be a shame for the Pesha-
war Development Authority, the lo-
cal administration, PTI Politicians 
and the civil society to let this news 
become the source of excuse to 
chop this oxygen factory to pieces 
to help the carbon emitting ones 
flourish in the city that is denying 
the residents of Peshawar their last 

breathing space, ‘before the city is 
turned into another archaeological 
site of the lost civilisation. 
I wonder if a simple white wash of 
the trunk of this historical tree will 
not be enough to help it survive 
when road detours   made to save 
shrines and medians made to divide 
busy lanes are the practises, our 
traffic engineers follow across the 
length and breath of the country.
Asim Effendi

Difficult life
We may think that people are some-
how managing to survive in these 
times of rising inflation, but the 
truth is that each day is getting 
worse than the previous one for a 
majority of people who now have 

to think twice before buying basic 
items. People from lower-income 
households cannot even buy food 
for their families.
The government must take imme-
diate steps to reduce the prices of 
essential items. 
Economic difficulties lead to an in-

creased crime rate. 
People are already unable to ex-
ercise restraint; if the situation re-
mains unchanged, they will take the 
law in their hands and will not be 
afraid of any consequences.
Sana Khadim
Sukkur

Letters to the Editor

Knowledge, character, action
By Muhammad Omar Iftikhar

Friday 17 June 2022



Follow us @     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail@gmail.com     www.thekhybermail.com

4 National
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Friday 17 June 2022

US embassy launches academy  
for women entrepreneurs-2022

President for providing special computers  
to help impart IT skills to DAPs

ISLAMABAD: US Embassy Islam-
abad’s Counselor for Commercial 
Affairs John Coronado on Saturday 
congratulated more than 115 Paki-
stani women entrepreneurs on their 
selection to the academy for Women 
Entrepreneurs (AWE) 2022 in a vir-
tual launch event on June 11.
 This U.S. training program supports 
women worldwide in building their 
own businesses. Its launch in Paki-
stan is part of the 75th anniversary 
celebrations of U.S.-Pakistan bilat-
eral relations and an ongoing effort 
to empower Pakistani women to re-
alize their economic potential and in-
crease prosperity for all Pakistanis. 

During his remarks, Coronado spoke 
about the need to support women en-
trepreneurs: “When women are eco-
nomically empowered, they reinvest 
in their families and communities, 
strengthening the social fabric and 
improving education and skill levels 
of the workforce.? This multiplier ef-
fect spurs economic growth and en-
hances stability.
“ With mentoring and guidance from 
established Pakistani entrepreneurs, 
the AWE participants will under-
take a three month, rigorous online 
training program developed by Ari-
zona State University’s Thunderbird 
school of Global Management and 

American natural resource company 
Freeport McMoran. 
Through AWE, participants learn 
core business skills and will meet 
weekly to discuss the material with 
experienced local mentors and U.S. 
experts. 
AWE is designed to cultivate entre-
preneurial know-how, help women 
entrepreneurs connect with funding 
opportunities, enhance opportunities 
for business expansion, and increase 
the likelihood of entrepreneurial suc-
cess. 
Four of the U.S. Mission to Pakistan’s 
Lincoln Corners in Multan, Muzaf-
farabad, Khairpur, and Peshawar 
will lead AWE Pakistan 2022, with 
support from the Pakistan American 
Cultural Center and the DOVE Foun-
dation. Lincoln Corners in Peshawar, 
Lahore, Rawalpindi, and Larkana 
took part in AWE Pakistan 2021. To-
ward the end of their AWE journey, 
participants will have the opportuni-
ty to compete for seed funding from 
the U.S. Mission to Pakistan to fur-
ther grow or establish their enter-
prises. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi 
on Monday emphasized the need for 
the provision of specialized comput-
ers and software capable of helping 
visually and hearing-impaired stu-
dents in order to impart digital and 
IT skills to help them earn handsome 
income.
He was talking to differently-abled 
female students of the National Spe-
cial Education Complex, Khuzdar, 
Balochistan here at the Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr.
The President keenly listened to the 
views and aspirations of the differ-
ently-abled students and on their 
demand advised the provincial au-
thorities to take all necessary steps 
needed to upgrade the school to the 

secondary level, improve and mod-
ernize its curriculum and equip the 
school with modern-day teaching 
techniques so that its students could 
continue their education.
He also advised the local public 
representatives, private NGOs and 
relevant Federal and provincial de-
partments to join hands and extend 
all necessary assistance to equip the 
school with modern-day teaching 
aids for imparting quality and mar-
ket-oriented skills to the students in 
order to make them useful and pro-
ductive citizens.
The president called upon the gov-
ernment as well as the private sector 
to take necessary measures to im-
prove the ease of access for differ-

ently-abled persons (DAPs) to public 
buildings, hospitals, recreational fa-
cilities, public transport, streets and 
roads. He stressed that the govern-
ment and civil society should work 
closely to ensure effective inclusive-
ness of DAPs in society through suit-
able education, skill development, 
training and placement at appropri-
ate positions in both public and pri-
vate sectors.
The president said the “ICT Rights of 
Persons with Disability Act”, passed 
in 2020, binds the government to 
ensure that every DAP shall have a 
right to be respected and to lead a 
decent life with equal opportunities 
to participate in educational, social, 
economic, cultural and all other ac-
tivities in the society without any dis-
crimination.
The students are visiting Islamabad 
as part of their educational activi-
ties. The National Special Educa-
tion Complex, Khuzdar was the only 
educational institute for disabled 
students in the southern region of 
Balochistan where 160 male and fe-
male students were enrolled in pri-
mary-level education and skill devel-
opment programs. (APP)

Argentinian CJS calls on  
CJCSC General Nadeem

AJK cabinet asks federal govt  
to reverse its budget cut

Negligence intolerable in public 
welfare projects: DC

Digitalization of Parliament vital 
to productivity: NA Speaker

RAWALPINDI: Chief of The Joint 
Staff of the Argentina Armed Forces, 
Teniente General Juan Martin Paleo 
on Tuesday, who is on official visit to 
Pakistan, called on Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) 
General Nadeem Raza here at Joint 
Staff Headquarters.
During the meeting matters of bilat-
eral defence cooperation including 
security, military exchanges, training 
and prevailing regional environment 
were discussed, said an Inter Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) news 
release.
Chief of the Joint Staff of the Argenti-

na said that these mutually beneficial 
interactions have deepened the bilat-
eral defence relationship, strength-
ened the cooperation and enhanced 
mutual understanding between the 
two armies.
CJCSC General Nadeem reaffirmed 
the strong and long-standing bilater-
al defence relationship between Ar-
gentine and Pakistan.
Earlier upon arrival at Joint Staff 
Headquarters, Teniente General 
Juan Martin Paleo was presented 
Guard of Honour by a smartly turned 
out contingent of Pakistan Armed 
Forces. (APP)

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Jammu & 
Kashmir (AJK) Cabinet on Sunday 
asked the Federal government its de-
cision of slashing the state’s develop-
ment budget cut, otherwise, it would 
not announce the next fiscal year’s 
bidget.
The AJK cabinet took this decision to 
the effect in a meeting chaired by the 
AJK Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer 
Illyas , an official press release said.
The meeting was specially attended 
by acting President / Speaker AJK 
Legislative Assembly Chaudhry An-
war-ul-Haq.
Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer Ilyas 
Khan said the federal government 
was imposing cuts on budgets of 
Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan.
“Azad Kashmir is the base camp of 

Kashmir’s liberation struggle and in 
view of its great importance especial-
ly in terms of defence the region can-
not afford budgetary cuts”, he said.
The PM maintained that the cen-
tral government would be informed 
about the region’s sensitive nature 
and situation arising out of budget 
cuts.
Acting President Chaudhry Anwar-
ul-Haq said that budgetary cuts 
would have a negative impact on the 
region.
A committee headed by Mir Akbar 
was constituted to hold dialogue with 
opposition parties on the matter.
A social media committee headed by 
Ms Taqdis Gilani and media commit-
tee headed by Finance Minister Ma-
jid Khan were also formed. (APP)

TANK: Deputy Commissioner, Ha-
meedullah Khattak on Monday paid 
a surprise visit to Tank-Pezzo road 
for physical inspection of ongoing 
work under M&R funds.
After inspection on spot, he ex-
pressed displeasure over the sub-
standard work being carried on the 
highway and issued immediate ac-
tion orders to XEN C&W.
Tanks to the newly appointed Dep-
uty Commissioner Hameedullah 
Khattak for taking steps in the public 
interest that were appreciated widely 
in public circles. Whether it was wa-
ter shortage or electricity load shed-

ding and cleanup drive, the role of 
Deputy Commissioner has been very 
important.
On the special directives of provin-
cial government, the district admin-
istration of Tank is taking practical 
steps to resolve the problems of the 
citizens. In a statement, the DC said 
that the main objective of the district 
administration was to ensure the 
provision of basic amenities to uplift 
the living standard of the common 
man. He further said that public ser-
vice was one of his top duties and the 
doors of his office were always open 
for the general public. (APP)

Inter-provincial migration, refusal 
major cause of polio cases

Number of cinema houses  
reduced to 135 in Pakistan

Teachers for  
regularization

Exhibition held

Three days workshop for Punjab 
Institute of Cardiology concluded

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Health, Abdul Qadir Patel Monday 
said that government was commit-
ted to eradicate polio from Pakistan, 
however, refusal of Polio drops to 
kids and inter-provincial migration 
were the basic challenges to elimi-
nate this crippling virus.
Talking to a private news channel, 
he said that Pakistan and Afghani-
stan are the only remaining coun-
tries in the world with circulating 
wild polio-virus, adding, govern-
ment had established state of art 
Polio center to review the current 
situation. He said that due to refus-
al around eighth case of polio was 
reported this year, adding, all eight 
cases have been reported in North 

Waziristan, where parents in the 
region often refuse to get their chil-
dren inoculated.
Patel said eradication of Polio virus 
was still a challenge due to evolving 
situation in Afghanistan, however, 
efforts are underway to stop trans-
mission of virus through intensi-
fied and coordinated efforts under 
the federal government’s national 
emergency action plan. 
He said cooperation of all stake-
holders are necessary and govern-
ment would chalk out a strict strat-
egy to control the virus, adding, a 
strong awareness drive would also 
be launched to change the mind sets 
of people living in far flung areas of 
the country. (APP)

HYDERABAD: As many as 846 pop-
ular cinema halls have been demol-
ished in various parts of country in-
cluding Hyderabad during the last 3 
decades.
According to a report of Pakistan 
Film data base, the number of cine-
ma halls in Pakistan have reached to 
135 which was 981 in last 3 decades.
In Sindh including Karachi division, 
there were almost 257 cinemas, out 
of which 218 cinema halls were 
demolished while only 39 cinema 
houses were in running condition.
In Punjab there were almost 611 cin-
ema halls including Lahore but now 
90 cinema houses were exists in the 
province, In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
there were 68 cinema halls but now 

number of packed houses reduced 
to 06 only.
In Baluchistan there were around 24 
cinema halls in last 3 decades but 
there are only 3 cinemas.
In Gilgit Baltistan and Azad Kash-
mir no cinema house exists at pres-
ent. The cinemas in Hyderabad 
whose buildings demolished includ-
ed Rahat, Nishat, Shalimar, Odeon, 
Qaiser, Shams, Hill top, Firdous, 
Elite, Capri, Bombino, Venus, Koh-e-
Noor,Chandni, New Majestic, Noor 
Mahal, Chiragh Mahal, Shaheen 
and Sangeet, Pakistan and Marvi of 
Hyderabad, however only two cin-
emas Bombino and Shahab are in 
running condition and screens mov-
ies. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Like other parts of 
the province, the elementary school 
teachers of Hazara division on Sat-
urday staged a protest and demand-
ed to regularize their services imme-
diately.
According to the details, the dai-
ly wage teachers of elementary 
schools are demanding increase in 
their fix salaries each of Rs.
21000 per month besides other facil-
ities at par with regular teachers.
They claim that elementary girls’ 
school teachers were giving the best 
results to the government across the 
province.
The government should take se-
riously their demands and take 
practical steps for meeting their 
expenditures in the light of current 
inflation, they said. They demanded 
of the provincial government to reg-
ularize their services immediately. 
(APP)

SARGODHA: An art exhibition, 
titled ‘Rang-e- Miras’ (Colours of 
Inheritance) was organised by the 
Department of Art and Design, Sar-
godha University, here on Monday.
The exhibition was inaugurated by 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Saleem Mazhar, while Dean 
Faculty of Arts and Law Prof. Dr. 
Ghulam Abbas Gondal participated 
in the exhibition as the guest of hon-
our. (APP)

LAHORE: A three-day training 
workshop organised by the Punjab 
Healthcare Commission (PHC) for 
the senior clinical, administrative 
and nursing staff of the Punjab In-
stitute of Cardiology (PIC) was con-
cluded here on Saturday.
The workshop was held on the im-
plementation of the minimum ser-
vice standards (MSDS) and ‘Car-
diac Cath-Lab Standards and Best 
Practice Guidelines’. In the conclud-
ing session, Chief Executive Officer 
PHC Dr Muhammad Saqib Aziz em-
phasised abiding by the profession-

al ethics, sustained implementation 
of the MSDS, and ensuring creden-
tialing of the expert interventional 
cardiologists in accordance with the 
Cath lab standards enforced by the 
PHC. Director Clinical Governance 
and Organizational Standards Dr 
Mushtaq Ahmed Salariya, Addition-
al Director PHC Dr Rehan Saeed 
and Deputy Director PHC Dr Imtiaz 
Ali conducted the training.
The set of standards, pertaining 
to ten functional areas falling un-
der patient care and organisational 
management. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National As-
sembly Raja Pervez Ashraf on Mon-
day said that digitalization of Parlia-
ment would make it more effective 
and productive to deal with daily 
matters of legislation.
He said that introducing Google of-
fice, in the National Assembly’s Sec-
retariat, would make Parliament of 
Pakistan first paperless legislature in 
the South Asia.
He expressed these views during his 
meeting regarding “Digital Innova-
tion Hub” with the CEO Tech Valley 
and Representatives of Google team 
from different countries, said a news 
release. Raja Pervez Ashraf also held 

that the digitalization and Google of-
fice would transform the ambience 
of Parliament.
He also instructed to complete the 
project of Parliament’s digitalization 
at the earliest .
He said that adopting artificial intel-
ligence based information technolo-
gy would make the staff of assembly 
more productive.
CEO Tech Valley Umer Farooq 
briefed the participants that in entire 
South Asia, Pakistan’s parliament is 
credited to adopt digitalization.
He also apprised that the Tech valley 
was a google partner for digitaliza-
tion of Parliamen. (APP)
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Balochistan govt takes measure 
to eliminate child labour

COMSATS University Attock campus 
arranged Entrepreneirial Expo 2022

APUBTA delegation met Ahsan Iqbal

Rs3.27m scholarship distributed 
among 111 minority students

MWMC resolves 629 online complaints

KDA allows catching trout fish 
through permit by using fishing rod

Monsoon rains 
from end of this 
month: DG Met 

Dead body found 

QUETTA: The Balochistan govern-
ment has taken several measures to 
eliminate child labour in the prov-
ince and ensured education to every 
child upto16 years of age.
The provincial government would 
initiate action to end underage la-
bour and the government would 
ensure strict implementation of law 
in that regard, an official of Baloch-
istan.
He said strict action against the vi-
olators of child rights would be tak-
en.
He said the labour department offi-
cials in collaboration with the police 
were already raiding workplaces, 
such as markets, workshops, fac-
tories and mines, and taking action 
against the owners if any child was 
found working there.
The official said they would also 
launch an awareness campaign 
across the province to sensitize the 
parents to send their children to 

schools instead of making them to 
work at a tender age.
According to All Pakistan Labour 
Federation President Sultan Mu-
hammad, over 15,000 underage 
children in Balochistan were work-
ing at the construction sites, coalm-
ines, garbage collection, and auto-
mobiles workshops.
They were either orphans and be-
longed to the poor families, who 
were compelled to work to support 
their elders, he added.
He said the provincial government 
should pay attention to the issue 
and try to get them enrolled in edu-
cational institutions instead of doing 
jobs. Sultan suggested that the gov-
ernment should devise a social se-
curity programme to provide finan-
cial assistance to the poor so that 
they send their children to schools. 
He said underage labour affected 
the children mentally, physically 
and socially. (APP)

ATTOCK: Young Entreprineurial 
Society (YES) COMSATS univer-
sity Islamabad  Attock Campus 
arranged one day Entrepreneirial 
Expo 2022 in the supervision of En-
trepreneurial Advisor Dr.Syed Asim 
Shah where, 43 young entrepre-
neurs pitched their business ideas 
to panel guests from Tazeen group 
of companies, SCCI. Zakori group 
of industries, Mughal steel, SBWU, 

TIE islamabad and SMEDA KP. Di-
rector Campus Dr M.Junaid Mughal  
apprised panel members mentoring 
efforts on the ocassion.
The panels members appreciated 
univesity liasioning efforts with 
industry mentors and assured full 
support in future.  
At the end souvenirs were distrib-
uted among students and mentors. 
(PR)

ISLAMABAD: All Pakistan Univer-
sities BPS Teachers Association 
(APUBTA) Dr Sami ur Rahman, GS 
Dr Hidayat Ullah Khan and Prof Dr 
Muhammad Asif yesterday had a 
detailed meeting with the Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal. 
The president briefed him about 
the violation of HEC ordinance for 
promotion of BPS teachers and its 
consequences on the higher edu-
cation. The Minister noticed the 
discrimination and deprivation and 
assured that he will talk to the Ed-
ucation Minister and other officials 

for resolving the issues of universi-
ties teachers on priority. 
The GS added that HEC had made an 
agreement with APUBTA on March 
10, but unfortunately breached the 
same and failed to resolve the issues 
by the mid of May. So the APUB-
TA is going for symbolic protest in 
countrywide universities on June 15 
for noticing the discrimination by 
the HEC.
The Miniter Mr. Ahsan Iqbal assured 
that he will play his positive role for 
granting the legitimate rights as per 
HEC ordinance. (PR)

FAISALABAD: Chairman Standing 
Committee for Minorities Affairs & 
Human Rights Khalil Tahir Sindhu 
Saturday distributed educational 
scholarships worth Rs.3.27 million 
among 111 minority students of 
Faisalabad division.
In this connection, a ceremony was 
held at Metropolitan Corporation 
Hall Faisalabad where Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Lt. (retd) Sohail 
Ashraf, MPA Sheikh Ejaz Ahmad 
and others were also present.
The Standing Committee chairman 
said that the government was com-

mitted to providing equal educa-
tional opportunities to all segments 
of society.
Scholarships were also being pro-
vided to talented and deserving stu-
dents belonging to minorities, he 
added.
He provided scholarship of Rs. 
75,000 to 5 matric-level students, Rs. 
769,000 to 38 intermediate-level stu-
dents, Rs. 1.2 million to 40 students 
of graduation level, Rs. 385,000 to 
11 students of master degree level 
and Rs. 850,000 to 17 students of 
professional education. (APP)

MULTAN: Multan Waste Manage-
ment Company (MWMC) received 
645 online complaints about clean-
liness during the last month of May 
out of which 629 have been resolved 
so far while work continued to re-
solve the pending complaints.
Use of digital technology increas-
ing day by day in the urban areas 
as it was being used to registration 
of complaint s with visiting offices. 
The MWMC launched the online 
complaint registration service in or-

der to resolve public complaints at 
the earliest.
The department have received 408 
complaints through helpline 1139, 
134 through Prime Minister Portal, 
51 through “Khidmat Aap ki Dehleez 
Par” application, three trough Chief 
Minister Directive, nine through 
CM Portal, two through Provincial 
to Ombudsman’s Office, six through 
Deputy Commissioner Office Com-
plaints Cell and 32 through Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram. (APP)

NARAN: Kaghan Development Au-
thority (KDA) after a ban of two 
years on the catching of German 
Trout fish in River Kunhar at the 
tourist destination Naran Valley 
granted permission to catch trout 
through a permit by using a fishing 
rod. 
Tourist Sikandar Khan got first per-
mit by paying 10000 rupees.
According to details two years ago, 
catching the rare German brown 
trout fish in the Kunhar River was 
banned for conservation, following 
the strict measures taken by the 
KDA
Keeping in view of the tourist’s in-
terest, a limited number of trout 
fishing through fishing rod were al-
lowed in River Kunhar under the su-
pervision of River Rangers through 

a permit.
While addressing the ceremony, 
Chairman KDA Dr. Aimal Zaman 
Khan said that Naran Valley has 
been blessed with beautiful weather 
and scenic snow-capped mountains.
The rare German brown trout fish 
in the waters of the river Kunhar 
is a great gift to the nature and its 
protection is our prime responsibil-
ity, we are taking measures to pre-
serve the rare species and increase 
its population in the River Kunhar, 
adding he said.
Dr. Aimal Zaman said that KDA is 
working on the promotion of tour-
ism in the area and creating oppor-
tunities for tourists to participate 
in positive and healthy activities 
through Destination Trout Trophy 
Fishing Scheme.  (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Director General Pa-
kistan Meteorological Department 
Mehar Sahibzada Khan on Thursday 
predicted that the monsoon rains sys-
tem is expected to enter from the end 
of June across the country whereas 
pre-monsoon rains would start from 
next couple of days and will provide 
respite to the residents from the heat-
wave.
In an exclusive talk with ptv news he 
said that monsoon rains will bring 
down the temperature and provide 
relief to people from the heatwave 
that has gripped the region for the 
last few weeks.
He said that isolated pre-monsoon 
rains have already started which 
would further increase in next couple 
of days and weekend would be more 
relaxed and pleasant.
DG said that pre monsoon rains would 
hopefully continue from Thursday 
(today) to Tuesday while mainly part-
ly cloudy weather with rain-wind and 
thunderstorm is expected in upper 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, upper Pun-
jab, Islamabad, Potohar region, Gilg-
it-Baltistan and Kashmir during next 
twelve hours. Replying to a question, 
he said pleasant weather with mon-
soon rains will add more charm on 
the upcoming annual Eid festivity. 
Replying to a question, he said pleas-
ant weather with monsoon rains. 
(APP)

FAISALABAD, (UrduPoint / Paki-
stan Point News - 16th Jun, 2022 ) 
:The body of an old man was found 
from a deserted place in Millat Town 
police station on Thursday.
A police spokesman said some pass-
ersby informed the police and Res-
cue 1122 about the body lying at a 
deserted place near Express Way 
Chak No198-RB Munnianwala.
On information, the Rescue 1122 
shifted the body to a mortuary for 
postmortem whilethe police started 
investigation. (APP)

US Ambassador visits Karachi, calls for strengthening 
bilateral trade, relationship 

Quake hit schools to be completed in three months: Yousuf 

KARACHI: U.S. Ambassador Donald 
Blome in his visit to Karachi under-
scored the need for strong bilateral 
ties between Pakistan and the United 
States, and to further strengthen ro-
bust economic partnership in bilater-
al trade.
During his visit, on Wednesday, Am-
bassador Blome met with financial 
and business leaders, representatives 
of the American Business Council 
and the Pakistan Business Council, 
textile and energy executives, and 
business journalists.
“I am glad to be here in Karachi, a 
city of tremendous energy and diver-
sity,” said Ambassador Blome.
“I look forward to visiting often to 
strengthen U.S-Pakistan partner-
ships in trade, investment, educa-
tion, energy, health, security, and 
other mutually beneficial priorities,” 
the ambassador added.
A highlight of Ambassador Blome’s 
time in Karachi was striking the 
opening gong at the pakistan stock 
exchange (PSX), accompanied by 
psx Chairperson Dr. Shamshad 
Akhtar, Managing Director Farrukh 

Khan, and representatives from U.S. 
companies listed on the stock ex-
change.
Speaking at the event, Ambassador 
Blome stated, “It is a pleasure to visit 
PSX for the gong ceremony. My visit 
symbolizes the United States’ strong 
economic partnership with Paki-
stan and our commitment that our 
ties will continue to flourish.” In his 
meetings with industry leaders, the 
American Business Council, and the 
Pakistan Business Council, Ambas-
sador Blome discussed how the Unit-
ed States and Pakistan can continue 
to work together to facilitate broad-
based, equitable, and sustainable 
economic growth for both nations.
He also met with energy executives 
to discuss how the U.S. government, 
U.S. companies, and their local part-
ners were contributing to the devel-
opment of Pakistan’s energy supply. 
He then met with textile and apparel 
business leaders to discuss opportu-
nities in one of the leading sectors of 
U.S.-Pakistan trade.
“As the United States and Pakistan 
commemorate 75 years of partner-

ship, I want our robust economic 
relationship to be front and center,” 
said Ambassador Blome.
Noting that bilateral trade reached 
nearly $9 billion in 2021, the Ambas-
sador further stated, “It is a relation-
ship worth highlighting and is bigger 
and more important than ever.” The 
United States is Pakistan’s largest 
export market and one of the largest 
sources of foreign investment.
 U.S. companies and their local af-
filiates are among Pakistan’s larg-
est employers, with roughly 80 U.S. 
companies directly employing more 
than 120,000 Pakistanis. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Chief Engineer East 
Communication and Works (C&W) 
Syed Yousuf Shah on Wednesday 
said that the construction of gov-
ernment educational institutions af-
fected by the earthquake in Hazara 
Division will be completed within a 
period of three months.
He expressed these views while 
talking to the media.
Syed Yousuf Shah further said that 
after the Suo moto notice by the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) 
they had increased the pace of work 
while the provincial government 
had also provided all the resources 
for the availability of funds.
Earlier, the construction of earth-
quake-affected schools was ham-

pered by a lack of funds in 2015, 
now the provincial government is 
also providing funds for the imme-
diate completion of these projects, 
adding he said.
Giving the details of schools being 
completed after the earthquake 
Syed Yousuf Shah said that out of 
540 damaged schools in Hazara di-
vision construction of 313 schools 
including 50 schools in districts 
Abbottabad, Mansehra, Batgram, 
Torgarh, Kohistan and Shangal had 
been completed.
The Chief Engineer C&W said that 
work on other projects including 
colleges, government offices, PCC 
road is in full swing under the su-
pervision of C&W, Highway and 

Building XEN in Abbottabad, Har-
ipur with a cost of over Rs. 19.85 
billion rupees while developmental 
schemes in the upper districts of 
Hazara division including Kolai Pa-
lis, Battagram and Kohistan Upper 
are also under progress.
While giving detail on the projects 
in the Hazara division he said that 
the workload has been reduced in 
C&W by separating the highway 
and building works administrative-
ly, and work is underway on 20 ma-
jor road schemes for which a fund 
of Rs 4. 
10 billion has been allocated out of 
which Rs. 540 million rupees has 
been spent this year, adding he said. 
(APP)
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SOEL: South Korea’s truckers be-
gan returning to work and factories 
resumed deliveries of goods from 
cars to steel after a weeklong strike, 
yet a return to normality still faces 
hurdles.  
Companies including top steelmak-
er Posco immediately began deliv-
eries of goods that had been piling 
up at warehouses, though several 
petrochemical firms including LG 
Chem Ltd. said production will nor-
malize more gradually. And while 
road transport is being restored, the 
backlog of containers at ports may 
take a while longer to clear.
More significantly, despite the 

agreement reached late Tuesday, 
the union and government officials 
still need to iron out major issues. 
A spokesman for the union said it’s 
prepared to hold another round of 
strikes if details of the settlement 
aren’t adopted more permanently.
The agreement came after produc-
tion of Korea’s main exports was 
significantly curtailed, raising con-
cerns that a prolonged strike would 
force more severe shutdowns. South 
Korea’s economy was at risk with 
the trade ministry estimating that 
key industries have seen production 
disruptions worth about 1.6 trillion 
won ($1.2 billion). (Agencies)
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Pak-UK trade volume to be doubled by 2025: HC

Bill Gates dismisses cryptocurrencies and NFTs as shams

ISLAMABAD: British High Com-
missioner to Pakistan, Dr Chris-
tian Turner said that bilateral trade 
with Pakistan would be double by 
next year 2025 and in this regard a 
consensus between the two govern-
ments was in the making.
The United Kingdom (UK) is Paki-
stan’s third largest global trade part-
ner, with Pakistan’s exports reaching 
$2.1billion at the end of last fiscal 
year, British High Commissioner 
said while talking to APP at the birth-
day ceremony of Queen Elizabeth-II 
here Sunday.
The British High Commissioner said 
that Pakistan was an important eco-
nomic and trading partner of UK and 

both the countries had decades long 
relationship.
He said that the UK Embassy in Is-
lamabad was always facilitating vi-
sas and other immigration issues 
and last year, the UK issued a record 
number of visas to Pakistanis.
He said that the visa process was 
being made easier for the business 
community and people, which would 
enhance bilateral economic ties and 
people-to-people contacts. Dr. Chris-
tian Turner said that the diplomatic 
and economic relations between the 
two countries spanned over 74 years 
in which the relations between the 
two countries became stronger and 
more fruitful with each passing year.
He said that the 1.6 million Pakistani 
expatriates living in UK are major 
source of strengthening relation-
ship between the people of both the 
countries. Pakistanis living in UK are 
playing vital role in the economic, 
trade, diplomatic and social activities 
of the two countries, he expressed.
The High Commissioner said that 

around 100,000 British citizens were 
living in Pakistan, who belonged to 
different sector including trade. 
Over 50 percent of the total popula-
tion of Pakistan comprising of youth 
which is exceptional in the world, 
he said and added that such a large 
number of young population had 
great potential for Pakistan which 
would play important role in the lo-
cal economy in future.
He said that the United Kingdom 
would extend full cooperation to Pa-
kistan in education and other fields 
with regard to youth.
The High Commissioner said that 
the educated and skilled youth 
would play their dynamic role in the 
economic development of Pakistan 
and strengthening Pakistan-UK re-
lations.
Dr.Christian Turner said that the 
relations between Pakistan and the 
United Kingdom had become enthu-
siastic with historical and cultural 
ties, which were getting stronger day 
by day. (APP)

CALIFORNIA: Billionaire Microsoft 
co-founder Bill Gates dismissed 
cryptocurrency projects such as 
non-fungible tokens (NFTs) as 
shams “based on the greater-fool 
theory” at a climate conference on 
Tuesday, reviving past criticism of 
digital assets.
“Obviously, expensive digital imag-
es of monkeys are going to improve 
the world immensely,” Mr Gates 
said sarcastically while speaking at 
the event in Berkeley, California. He 
is neither long nor short on the asset 
class, he said.
It is not the first time Mr Gates, who 
is also the co-chairman of the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, has crit-
icised cryptocurrencies.
He sparred with billionaire Tesla 
chief executive Elon Musk last year 
over whether Bitcoin was too risky 

for retail investors and the environ-
mental harm of mining coins.
Mr Gates, the world’s fourth-rich-
est person with a net worth of $113 
billion, according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index, was speaking at 
the climate event as the founder of 
Breakthrough Energy Ventures, the 
climate-focused fund he began in 
2015.
He also noted the difficulty of re-
cruiting Silicon Valley engineers to 
work in industries such as chemi-
cals and steel production that are in 
need of lower greenhouse gas emis-
sions.
Bitcoin fell by more than 15 per cent 
on Monday and by another 5.4 per 
cent on Tuesday, part of a broader 
cryptocurrency sell-off fuelled by 
higher-than-forecast US inflation 
and the halt of withdrawals by the 

lending platform Celsius.
The digital token is currently trading 
8.52 per cent lower at $20,909.11 as 
of 9.27am UAE time on Wednesday. 
Popular NFT collections, including 
the celebrity-favoured Bored Ape 
Yacht Club (BAYC), are also being 
hit hard.
Mr Gates also defended digital 
banking efforts he has supported 
through his philanthropic founda-
tions, which he described as “hun-
dreds of times more efficient” than 
cryptocurrencies. (Agencies)

10 shiploads of edible oil from  
Indonesia, Malaysia to arrive Pakistan

Italy to invest €1.5m for olive cultivation 
in Pakistan: Italian Envoy

Azerbaijani gas to be pumped to Bulgaria

Tehran, Ashgabat explore avenues  
of mutual economic co-op

Oil giant BP buys into $36b Australian 
renewables project

WTO to discuss 
tariffs on $26.7tn

Korean truckers return to work as 
strike ends but hurdles remain

ISLAMABAD: Ten shiploads of edi-
ble oil from Indonesia and Malaysia 
will arrive Pakistan in the next two 
weeks as the major development 
was achieved after Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif held a 
telephonic conversation with Indo-
nesian President Joko Widodo on 
June 10.
Upon the direction of the prime 
minister, a Pakistani delegation held 
successful negotiation with the Indo-
nesian ministry of trade for the im-
port of edible oil. Minister for Com-
merce and Production Syed Murtaza 
Mahmood met his Indonesian coun-
terpart, PM Office Media Wing said 

in a press release on Tuesday.
The visiting delegation also included 
Pakistan Vanaspati Manufacturers 
Association chairman Tariqullah 
Sufi and member Rashid Jan Mu-
hammad.
Today, a shipload of 30,000 metric 
tons edible oil would sail for Paki-
stan.
A total of 0.25 million metric tons of 
edible oil is being supplied to Paki-
stan from the brotherly country In-
donesia.
The Indonesian side on the request 
of the Pakistani delegation swiftly 
acted upon all the relevant issues. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Italy 
to Pakistan Andreas Ferrarese on 
Tuesday said that Italy was investing 
in a project worth €1.5 million for 
olive cultivation and growth in Paki-
stan.
The Ambassador said that Italy had 
always played a vital role in helping 
Pakistan to develop olive cultivation 
and technical expertise.
The “Olive Culture” project worth 
€1.5 million shall be executed in 
26 months in suitable areas by CI-
HEAM Bari in cooperation with the 
Ministry of National Food Security 
and Research (MNFS&R) through 
the Pakistan Oilseed Department. It 
represents a continuum with all the 
work done by Italy in the past, with 
a holistic approach encompassing all 
stages and stakeholders.
The Ambassador hosted an event to 
highlight Italy’s contribution to the 
promotion of Olive and Olive Oil and 

its Value Chain in Pakistan, through 
the technical support of the Italian 
Agency for Development Coopera-
tion – AICS in Pakistan.
He said that Pakistan had a lot of 
potential for olives and the country 
could earn foreign exchange by in-
creasing olive production and using 
it for commercial purposes.
He further said that fair trade was 
going on between the two countries 
at present. Pakistan’s overall exports 
to Italy were worth $ 763 million, 
its overall imports from the country 
were worth $754 million.
Andreas Ferrarese said that Italian 
olives were the best in the world in 
terms of quality.
Pakistan could import olives from It-
aly which were very good for human 
health, he said.
He said that the Pakistani business 
community in Italy could play a very 
important role in that regard. (APP)

BAKU: Bulgarian Prime Minister 
Kiril Petkov has said that his country 
is expecting Azerbaijani gas supplies 
via the new Bulgarian-Greek gas 
pipeline to start in July, Azernews 
reports, citing day.az.
“Our next big victory, which I hope 
we will achieve in July, will be the 
launch of a gas pipeline with Greece 
through which Azerbaijani gas will 
be pumped,” he said.
The prime minister added that this 
week he will also visit Baku to con-
firm the volume of gas deliveries.
“We’ll have a billion cubic meters 
of gas, which will be supplied very 
soon. 
I expect that in July and August one 
billion cubic meters of gas will be 
supplied to Bulgaria at a price that 
is currently several times lower than 
the market one,” he said.
Moreover, Petkov stated that nego-

tiations on a long-term contract for 
the supply of U.S. liquefied gas are 
continuing.
“We have not finalized the issue of 
American gas. We keep thinking 
what are the best long-term con-
tracts out there. We are trying to 
create a mix of liquefied and Azer-
baijani gas so that the average price 
is more favorable than that of Gaz-
prom so that we can be sure that the 
Bulgarian economy will remain com-
petitive and diversified,” he added. 
Azerbaijan and Bulgaria agreed to 
supply 1 billion cubic meters of gas 
per year through the Interconnector 
Greece-Bulgaria in 2021. 
However, because the IGB is still 
under construction, Azerbaijani gas 
is delivered to Bulgaria via the Ku-
lata-Sidirokastro interconnection 
point. Currently, the country receives 
only one-third of this volume. (APP)

TEHRAN: A high-ranking Turkmen 
delegation headed by Deputy Chair-
man of the Cabinet of Ministers of 
Turkmenistan Atdayev Batyr Ta-
ganovich attended a meeting with 
Iranian Industry, Mining, and Trade 
Minister Reza Fatemi-Amin to dis-
cuss ways of expanding trade ties.
In this meeting, held on Tuesday, 
the two sides stressed the need for 
the establishment of a Tehran-Ash-
gabat trade center, the portal of 
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO) reported.
The attendees also emphasized sup-
porting the businessmen of the two 
countries in order to facilitate and 
accelerate trade relations and decid-
ed to form a working group to draw 
a one-year roadmap for future coop-

eration.
Welcoming the Turkmen side’s pro-
posal for establishing a joint busi-
ness center, Fatemi-Amin said: “We 
have established business centers in 
16 countries and this is a good way to 
expand economic relations.”
 He also stressed the need to define 
an action plan for the two countries’ 
trade activities to determine products 
and goods for import and export.
Taganovich for his part called on the 
Iranian government to hold joint ex-
hibitions with Turkmen companies.
The official also suggested that an 
agreement be signed to increase 
trade relations between the two 
countries. He also called for the de-
velopment of border markets.(Agen-
cies)

SYDNEY: Fossil fuel giant BP re-
vealed Wednesday it was taking a 
40.5 percent stake in an Australian 
energy project being billed as one of 
the world’s largest renewable power 
stations.
BP said it would operate the $36 bil-
lion “Asian Renewable Energy Hub”, 
an array of solar and wind facilities 
sprawled over 6,500 square kilome-
tres (2,509 square miles) of Austra-
lia’s sparsely populated west coast.
The project is expected to have a 
generating capacity of 26 gigawatts, 
exceeding China’s vast Three Gorg-
es hydroelectric dam — which is by 
some measures the world’s largest 
existing power station.
It would also produce 1.6 million 
tonnes of green hydrogen each year, 

with plans to export much of this to 
major Asia-Pacific markets such as 
Japan and South Korea.
The hub was first proposed in 2014 
as a large-scale wind and solar re-
newable energy project, and has 
been slowly going through the pro-
cess of site surveys and approvals 
ever since.
The arrival of a major player like BP 
— and the election of a new pro-re-
newables Australian government — 
is likely to give the project a shot in 
the arm.
Anja-Isabel Dotzenrath, BP’s exec-
utive vice president of gas and low 
carbon energy, said the company be-
lieved that “Australia has the poten-
tial to be a powerhouse in the global 
energy transition”. (APP)

LONDON: For the past quarter-cen-
tury, the digital economy has been 
exempt from the kind of tariffs that 
apply to trade in physical goods.
That era may come to a screech-
ing halt this week as a handful of 
nations threaten to scrap an inter-
national ban on digital duties in a 
game-changing bid to draw more 
revenue from the global e-commerce 
market that the UN has estimated at 
$26.7 trillion.
If governments fail to re-authorise 
the World Trade Organisation’s 
e-commerce moratorium, it could 
open a regulatory can of worms 
and increase consumer prices for 
cross-border Amazon purchases, 
Netflix movies, Apple music and 
Sony PlayStation games.
“Absent decisive action in the com-
ing days, trade diplomats may inad-
vertently ‘break the internet’ as we 
know it today,” International Cham-
ber of Commerce Secretary General 
John Denton wrote in a Hill opinion 
piece published last week.
The WTO’s e-commerce agen-
da dates back to 1998, when na-
tions agreed to avoid taxing the 
then-fledgling market for digital 
trade. WTO members have period-
ically renewed that ban at their bi-
ennial ministerial meetings and are 
considering whether to do so again 
at this week’s gathering of ministers 
in Geneva.But some nations such as 
India and South Africa argue that 
the growth of the internet justifies 
a rethink about whether the WTO’s 
e-commerce moratorium remains 
in their economic interests. In 2020, 
they introduced a paper that said 
the moratorium prevents developing 
countries from gaining tariff revenue 
from transformative technologies 
like 3D printing, big-data analytics 
and artificial intelligence.
While nations could draw some-
where between $280 million and 
$8.2 billion in annual customs rev-
enue, new digital tariffs would also 
harm global growth by reducing 
economic output and productivity, 
according. (APP)
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- It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.
ARIES: This week is all about giving 
a voice to your thoughts. Whether 
it’s a brand new idea or a flash of 
inspiration, or even if it’s an emo-
tion that’s been uncharacteristically 
pent up for a while – express it with 
all your heart. At the end of the day, 
our thoughts create our reality. 
TAURUS: This is a week where 
you have to use every trick up your 
sleeve, every tool in your arsenal, 
and every talent and skill you’ve 
been born with or learned in the 
past. No, this isn’t about being over-
worked. This is about finding cre-
ative solutions to everything that 
‘The Universe’ throws your way, 
in a way that’s wholesome and 
self-sufficient.
GEMINI: This is a week for you to 
allow yourself to have some fun 
without any traces of guilt, shame, 
or even the need to lie about or hide 
it from others. ‘The Universe’ wants 
you to let your hair down, and gal-
lop away into the night, dance mer-
rily under the fireworks, and not 

have a care in the world, nor worry 
about the consequences the next 
morning brings.
CANCER: This week is all about 
finding the things that make life 
wholesome and meaningful and ap-
preciating them for what they are. 
This is a time for you to learn to 
see the beauty in everything that’s 
around you.
LEO: This week may bring about 
the temptation to charge full speed 
ahead, especially with your words. 
However, ‘The Universe’ advises 
you to be cautious while doing so. 
Not only because you never know 
how your words may affect people, 
but you also never know who is ac-
tually listening.
VIRGO: Sometimes, it’s okay to 
just pause for a moment, and take 
a breather. 
Beyond just all the crazy things 
that are happening around you, 
the stuff that’s also happening with 
your mind and your heart, can be 
incredibly overwhelming – phys-
ically, mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually. Hence, you should not 
feel guilty at all about just taking 

a much-needed and well-deserved 
break.
LIBRA: If life is an eternal balanc-
ing act, then it’s time that you find 
the beauty in both sides of the spec-
trum that tip things over. This way, 
at least you’ll be able to turn this 
balancing act into a joyful dance, 
which will not only be a lot of fun, 
but you’ll be able to dazzle the 
world – as they think, “I don’t know 
how they do that!”
SCORPIO: This is a powerful week 
for you to embody the overall 
theme of – ‘refreshing’. It can be as 

simple as increasing your water in-
take – because let’s face it, in this 
heat, a cool glass of water can be 
incredibly refreshing. 
SAGITTARIUS: This week, ‘The 
Universe’ wants you to be honest 
about how you truly feel. Sure, it 
may help to rant and rave about all 
the things that are troubling you at 
the present, but it’s important to 
understand that sometimes we use 
that as a way to cover up something 
that’s far deeper and perhaps even 
far darker than what we are willing 
to face at the moment.
CAPRICORN: This is a week for 
you to discover your light. This is 
a powerful time for you to not just 
see, but also understand, acknowl-
edge, and appreciate your true 
worth, and value yourself for all 
that you are. You’ve spent far too 
much time short-changing yourself 
and believing yourself unworthy of 
good things.
ACQUARIUS: Now is a powerful 
time to build your connection with 
a special someone in your life. It 
can be a romantic partner, your 
marital spouse, or perhaps even a 

close friend, or a member of your 
family. This is a week where, ‘The 
Universe’ wants you to focus on 
that special someone – especially 
if they have been feeling neglected 
off late. 
Take some time to rediscover who 
they are, and why you loved them 
in the first place. Appreciate their 
growth – where they came from to 
where they are now – and the im-
mense strength and courage it took 
them to take such a journey.
PISCES: Sometimes, we have no 
other option than to be brave and 
face our fears. No matter how much 
we try to delay the process, no mat-
ter how much time we spend con-
templating our next move at life’s 
crossroads. 
Eventually, we have to make the 
move and go on forth. We can either 
do it by our own free will, or ‘The 
Universe’ will subtly pull strings be-
hind the curtain, and cause events 
to happen around us that force us 
to make a move. The difference 
between the two is that the former 
makes us stronger, and gives us a 
chance to master our destiny.
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Pakistan gets fourth position, 
overtaking India in ICC ranking

Serena Williams to make  
Wimbledon comeback

Australia qualify for FIFA World after beating Peru

Prochazka beats Teixeira to claim UFC 275  
light heavyweight title

Pak Golf Federation announces 2022-23 calendar

ISLAMABAD: The Competition 
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) will 
complete the legal proceedings in 
two major cases following favour-
able orders passed by the Islamabad 
High Court, which dismissed the writ 
petitions of the undertakings and al-
lowed CCP to complete the proceed-
ings.
The IHC while dismissing the writ 
petitions also imposed costs upon 
the petitioners for filing frivolous pe-
titions against the CCP, said a press 
release issued here.
In a writ petition filed by Fauji Fer-
tilizer Company Limited against the 
CCP in June 2021, the Islamabad 
High Court dismissed the petition 
and imposed cost upon Fauji Fertil-
izer Company.
The CCP had initiated proceedings 
against Fauji Fertilizer Company in 
compliance with an order passed 
by the Competition Appellate Tri-
bunal in March 2018 and had issued 
a hearing notice to Fauji Fertilizer 
Company in this regard. However, 
Fauji Fertilizer Company had chal-
lenged the said notice before the 
Islamabad High Court. The Court, 

however, was not convinced by the 
objections raised by Fauji Fertilizer 
Company against the CCP’s notice 
and dismissed its petition while im-
posing costs upon it amounting Rs. 
100,000/- in favour of the CCP.
In November 2021, Haier Pakistan 
(Pvt.) Ltd. had filed a writ petition 
against the CCP wherein it had chal-
lenged an enquiry initiated by the 
CCP against it under Section 37 of 
the Competition Act 2010 for alleged 
violation of Section 10 of the Act (de-
ceptive marketing practices). The 
Islamabad High Court after hearing 
the arguments of both sides held that 
it was not convinced by Haier Paki-
stan’s argument that the CCP’s en-
quiry against it was a ‘roving enquiry’ 
and was part of a ‘fishing expedition’ 
as alleged by Haier Pakistan.
On the contrary, the Court was of 
the view that the CCP’s enquiry was 
based on valid concerns in relation to 
possible deceptive marketing by Hai-
er Pakistan through its marketing 
material. Consequently, the Court 
dismissed Haier Pakistan’s petition 
and imposed a cost of Rs. 50,000/- 
upon it in favour of the CCP. (APP)

NEW YORK: Tennis star Serena Wil-
liams will return to Wimbledon after 
a 12-month long break since her last 
competitive appearance
Tournament organisers have con-
firmed on Tuesday (14 June) that 
the former World number one was 
awarded one of seven wild cards for 
the singles competition.
The 40-year-old has not played since 
injuring her leg in the opening round 
of last year’s tournament.
“SW and SW19, It’s a date. 2022. See 
you there,” she wrote on Instagram 
alongside a picture of a pair of train-
ers on grass.
To date, the American has won seven 
singles titles at the All-England Lawn 
Tennis Club.
Williams is currently ranked number 
1,208 and was not featured on the 
original entry list for the tournament.
Ahead of her return to Wimbledon, 
Williams will kick off her 2022 sea-
son with an appearance at the LTA 

Rothesay International Competition 
in Eastbourne next week. She will 
pair up with Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur in 
the doubles event. 
But Williams, who has also won the 
doubles title with elder sister Venus 
six times, looks set for a surprise 
return to action after posting on In-
stagram: “SW and SW19. It’s a date. 
2022 See you there.”
Intriguingly, the 40-year-old also 
tagged Eastbourne – where there is a 
WTA event in the week before Wim-
bledon – in the social media post.
Whether Williams plays singles or 
the less physically challenging dou-
bles, remains to be seen.
She could have entered using a pro-
tected ranking reserved for players 
who have been sidelined through a 
long-term injury but did not do so 
and will therefore need a wild card.
The initial batch of wild cards for 
singles and doubles could be an-
nounced on Tuesday. (Agencies)

DOHA: Australia will be playing at 
the Qatar 2022 FIFA football World 
Cup, after beating Peru in their inter-
continental playoff. 
Awer Mabil scored the crucial pen-
alty shootout goal in a victory that 
came down to the last shot at the 

Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in the Qatari 
city of Al Rayyan, to the west of the 
capital, Doha.
After 90 minutes of regular time and 
an addition 30 mins of extra time, 
the score remained 0-0, forcing the 
shootout. Australia kicked first with 

Martin Boyle’s shot being stopped, 
while Gianluca Lapadula’s found the 
net. Both Aaron Mooy and Alexan-
der Callens made their shots, leaving 
it 2-1 Peru after two rounds.
In the third round, Craig Goodwin 
scored, while Luis Advincula missed. 
With Ajdin Hrustic and Renato Tapia 
both scoring in the fourth round, it 
was tied up going to the fifth.
Jamie Maclearen and Edison Flores 
scored in the fifth round, forcing a 
sixth - and what ended up being de-
cisive - round.
Mabil shot first, putting the pressure 
on Alex Valera, who had to score to 
keep Peru’s hopes alive. But Austra-
lian keeper Andrew Redmayne got 
the save and secured his team’s tick-
et to Qatar.
Costa Rica and New Zealand will go 
head-to-head on Tuesday at the same 
venue in Qatar with the last qualify-
ing spot at stake. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Jiri Prochazka has beat-
en Glover Teixeira with a rear-naked 
choke in the fifth round at the Ulti-
mate Fighting Championship (UFC) 
275 to win the light heavyweight title.
Prochazka submitted Teixeira at 4:32 
in the final round, putting an end to 
a gruelling and thrilling title bout on 

Saturday night in Singapore.
Prochazka survived nearly five 
rounds of consistent punishment 
from the 42-year-old Teixeira, who 
became a first-time UFC champion 
at 205 pounds (93kg) late last year.
After a back-and-forth fight that 
left both men cut and bleeding, the 

Czech challenger got into position 
to execute a choke that ended one 
of the most compelling title bouts in 
recent UFC history.
It was Prochazka’s first victory by 
submission in UFC and his first since 
2014. He has won 13 straight bouts. 
Teixeira won the belt at UFC 267 last 
October, defeating Jan Blachowicz.
“It was a true war,” Prochazka said. 
“Glover is a true warrior. And I like 
that.”
Teixeira (33-8) was up 39-37 on two 
scorecards heading into the fourth 
round, which means the Brazilian 
champion almost certainly would 
have won a decision if he had avoid-
ed a submission in the final minute.
Both fighters landed big shots from 
the opening round, and Teixeira ap-
peared to turn the bout in his favour 
when he hurt Prochazka in the sec-
ond round, eventually landing an 
elbow that opened a big cut above 
Prochazka’s left eye. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The Pakistan Golf Feder-
ation (PGF) announced activity cal-
endar for the next twelve months 
stretching over the period July 2022 
to June 2023. 
This activity calendar is of para-
mount importance for the top tier 
professionals, the second tier pro-
fessionals, the senior professionals 
and the junior professionals whose 
livelihood is contingent upon active 
participation in the open golf cham-
pionships, which will fetch them re-
warding prize money benefits. 
Other principal stakeholders are the 
amateurs including women who are 
in the limelight for enthusiasm, zeal-
ousness and motivated attachment 
to the game. 
And there are some cardinal and 
indispensable stakeholders like 

the golf clubs, the sponsors and al-
lied benefactors who have to pro-
gramme, plan and prepare ahead 
to ensure successful holding of golf 
championships so that participating 
performers feel facilitated by golf 
course playing conditions and allied 
arrangements.
Over the years, one of the prima-
ry cities of golfing activity is Kara-
chi, which rightfully boasts of golf 
courses like Karachi Golf Club Golf 
Course, DHA Golf Course, Arabian 
Sea Golf Club Golf Course, Airmen 
Golf Club Golf Course. 
City of Lahore is famous for the 
Gymkhana Golf Course, Lahore 
Garrison Golf Course, Royal Palm 
Golf Course, PAF Skyview Golf 
Course and Defence Raya Golf 
Course. While cities of Rawalpindi, 

Islamabad and Peshawar have a golf 
course each. 
And the exhilarating news for this 
year is that the city of Multan has 
emerged as a fascinating golfing 
destination with the emergence of 
the Nick Fado designed Rumanza 
Golf Course, the first signature golf 
course of Pakistan. 
Total number of tournaments for the 
year are 60 and these comprise of 26 
Open Golf Championships that offer 
a record breaking prize money of Rs 
120 million. 
As for the amateur events these also 
add upto a total of 26 and another 
noteworthy and remarkable develop-
ment for ladies golf is that eight ex-
clusive ladies golf tournaments are 
earmarked for their engagements. 
(Agencies)
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North Korea expands restoration 
at nuke test site

German company unveils KF-51 
high-tech tank for launching drones

Swedish, Finnish responses fail to 
fulfill expectations: Turkish FM

Israel hopes Biden trip helps  
improve ties with Saudi Arabia

Japan, Australia vow to deepen  
defense ties amid Indo-Pacific tension

WHO to make monkeypox  
name change to combat stigma

UK to cancel deportation flight to 
Rwanda after EU court ruling

India, ASEAN seek to boost ties amid 
US-China rivalry

SEOUL: North Korea appears to be 
expanding restoration work at its 
nuclear test site to include a second 
tunnel, a US-based think tank said 
today, as South Korean and US of-
ficials say a new nuclear test could 
happen any day.
Work and preparations at Tunnel 
No 3 at the Punggye-ri nuclear test 
facility are apparently now complete 
and ready for a possible nuclear 
test, the Centre for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies said in a report, 
citing commercial satellite imagery.
For the first time, analysts spotted 
new construction activity at Tunnel 
No 4 as well, “strongly suggesting 
an effort to reenable it for potential 
future testing”, the report added.
Outside of Tunnel No 3, images 
showed a retaining wall and some 
minor landscaping with small trees 
or bushes, likely in anticipation of 
a visit by senior officials, the report 
said. North Korea conducted six un-
derground nuclear tests at the site 

from 2006 to 2017.
The two tunnels were never pre-
viously used for nuclear tests, and 
their entrances were demolished in 
2018 when North Korea declared a 
self-imposed moratorium on testing 
nuclear weapons and its interconti-
nental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).
Leader Kim Jong-un has said he is 
no longer bound by that moratorium 
because of a lack of reciprocal steps 
by the US during denuclearisation 
talks, and Pyongyang resumed test-
ing ICBMs this year. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany has unveiled its 
first new tank in 40 years, which it 
claims will be a game changer on the 
modern battlefield.
The KF-51 tracked vehicle, also 
known as the Panther, created a stir 
when it was revealed on the first day 
the Eurosatory arms fair being host-
ed in Paris this week.
Dusseldorf-based manufacturer Rhe-
inmetall says the high-tech design 
will set new standards in “lethality, 
protection, reconnaissance, network-
ing and mobility”.
The design is a major upgrade on 
Germany’s older Leopard 2 tank — 
itself modelled on the US-Army’s 
M1 Abrams — which first came into 

service with the German army in the 
early 1980s.
With an operational weight of just 59 
tonnes, the lightweight tank is highly 
mobile and has a maximum operat-
ing range of about 500 kilometres.
The tank uses a rapid-fire 130mm 
smoothbore gun as its main arma-
ment. Rheinmetall claims the gun 
has a “50 per cent longer kill range” 
than the older 120mm gun, which it 
replaces. The KF-51 also includes a 
12.7mm coaxial machinegun which 
complements the main weapon and 
can deal with threats from drones and 
lighter-armoured targets. A second 
7.62mm machinegun can be remotely 
operated from inside. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter Mevlut Cavushoglu said that the 
documents sent regarding Sweden 
and Finland’s NATO bids do not ful-
fill the Turkish government’s expec-
tations, Trend reports citing Daily 
Sabah.
Cavushoglu’s statements came at 
a joint news conference with his 
Norwegian and Irish counterparts 
following meetings in the Turkish 
capital Ankara. Besides the Nordic 
bids to enter the 30-nation alliance, 
the ministers also exchanged views 

on bilateral ties, the war in Ukraine, 
and the humanitarian situation in 
northern Syria.
The top Turkish diplomat said Fin-
land and Sweden’s responses did 
not address Turk’s concerns, and 
Ankara has briefed both Stockholm 
and Helsinki, and NATO about the 
shortcomings.
Sweden and Finland formally ap-
plied to join NATO on May 18, a 
decision spurred by Russia’s war on 
Ukraine, which began on Feb. 24. 
(Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israel’s foreign min-
ister has said that his country was 
looking to US President Joe Biden’s 
Middle East trip next month to help 
improve relations with Saudi Ara-
bia, a country with which it does not 
have official ties.
“The fact that the president’s going 
to fly directly from here to Saudi 
Arabia is probably signifying that 
there is a linkage between the visit 
and the ability to improve relations,” 
Yair Lapid said at a news conference 
in Jerusalem.
 “There is a list of target countries: 
Saudi is first among them,” along 
with other nations such as Indone-
sia, he told reporters. Asked wheth-
er there would be an Israeli official 
on the plane to the kingdom, Lapid 
said he did not know. But he joked 
that, “Air Force One is a big plane, 
maybe we’ll hide someone in a bath-

room.”
On Tuesday, the White House con-
firmed Biden’s first trip to the Mid-
dle East next month during which 
he will visit Israel and the West 
Bank, followed by a trip to Saudi 
Arabia – a country he had previously 
called a “pariah” state.
The US president is also expected to 
meet Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman (MBS) in an about-
turn for Biden, who was critical of 
the Saudi crown prince who has 
been linked to the killing of journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi in Istanbul, but 
denies any involvement.
Israeli leaders have long said they 
want to improve relations with Arab 
countries, which have called for Is-
rael’s complete withdrawal from 
the Palestinian territories occupied 
after 1967 in exchange for the nor-
malisation of ties. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan and Australia vowed 
to strengthen their defense ties to 
boost regional peace and order amid 
tensions sparked by growing Chi-
nese assertiveness in the Indo-Pacif-
ic regions.
Australian Defense Minister Rich-
ard Marles and his Japanese coun-
terpart, Nobuo Kishi, told reporters 
in Tokyo that the two strategic part-
ners would increase interoperability 
between their defense forces.
“We agreed to deepen our practical 
defense engagement as we prepare 
to implement the reciprocal access 
agreement,” Marles said.
He said Japan and Australia would 
“step up the sophistication” of their 
joint exercises and activities.
The two ministers pledged to broad-
en region-wide cooperation to main-
tain and strengthen the rules-based 
order in the Indo-Pacific as China 
seeks to expand its economic and 

military interests.
Marles said it was evident that the 
region was facing the most complex 
strategic conditions since World 
War II.
His visit to Japan is his first since 
becoming Australia’s defense chief 
earlier this month after Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese assumed 
the office late last month.
Marles doubles as deputy prime 
minister.
In January, Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida and then Austra-
lian Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
signed a bilateral reciprocal access 
agreement to facilitate the deploy-
ment of troops in each other’s coun-
tries for joint drills and relief oper-
ations.
Minister Kishi said Japan and Aus-
tralia had a great responsibility for 
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacif-
ic region. (Agencies)

WASHINTON: The World Health Or-
ganisation announced on Wednes-
day that it will rename monkeypox 
to avoid stigma and discrimination 
as the virus has regained a global 
prevalence with a rise in cases this 
spring.
About 30 scientists wrote a letter to 
the agency requesting that it change 
its use of “monkeypox” and refer-
ences to the “West African clade 
and the Congo Basin (Central Afri-
can) clade”, saying that adjustments 
would minimise discrimination and 
racism.
WHO Director General Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus said that the 
agency will make the name change 
as soon as possible.
“The WHO is working with partners 
and experts from around the world 
on changing the name of monkey-

pox virus, its clades and the disease 
it causes,” he said at a press brief-
ing.
Similar name changes were request-
ed and made early in the coronavi-
rus pandemic, when scientists advo-
cated avoiding using terms such as 
“the China virus” or other anti-Asian 
phrases for Covid-19.
The agency also stopped labelling 
Covid-19 variants from the coun-
try or region where they were first 
identified, instead using the Greek 
alphabet to name them.
The virus currently known as mon-
keypox was thusly named after 
it was discovered in two separate 
groups of monkeys used for re-
search in 1958. The first human case 
of monkeypox was recorded in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
in 1970. (Agencies)

LONDON: A first flight carrying 
asylum seekers to Rwanda as part 
of a controversial UK policy was 
cancelled on Tuesday in an embar-
rassing blow to Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson’s government.
The number of those due to be put 
on the flight had dwindled from an 
original 130 to seven on Tuesday and 
finally none thanks to a last-minute 
ruling from the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR).
British Home Secretary Priti Pa-
tel said she was disappointed that 
“legal challenge and last-minute 
claims” meant the plane did not take 
off but vowed to pursue the heavily 
criticised policy.
“We will not be deterred,” she said 
in a statement.
“Our legal team are reviewing ev-
ery decision made on this flight and 
preparation for the next flight be-
gins now.”
The grounding was thanks to an 

ECHR ruling that at least one of the 
asylum seekers should stay in Brit-
ain as there were no guarantees for 
his legal future in Rwanda.
Patel called the ECHR intervention 
“very surprising” and vowed that 
“many of those removed from this 
flight will be placed on the next”.
The flight cancellation is an em-
barrassment for Johnson’s Conser-
vative government, after Foreign 
Secretary Liz Truss insisted the Ki-
gali-bound plane would leave, no 
matter how many people were on 
board.
“There will be people on the flights 
and if they’re not on this flight, they 
will be on the next flight,” Truss told 
Sky News earlier Tuesday.
The ECHR issued an urgent interim 
measure to prevent the deportation 
of an Iraqi man booked on the flight 
as he may have been tortured and 
his asylum application was not com-
pleted. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: A special meeting be-
tween India and Southeast Asian 
foreign ministers opened Thursday 
with co-chairs India and Singapore 
calling for strengthening ties amid 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and a 
heightened rivalry between the Unit-
ed States and China that threatens 
peace and stability in the region.
India’s External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar said India and the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
face geopolitical headwinds from 
the war in Ukraine and its knock-on 
effects on food and energy security 
as well as fertilizer and commodities 
prices and logistics and supply chain 
disruptions. “India fully supports a 
strong, unified, prosperous ASEAN 
whose centrality in the Indo-Pacific 
is fully recognized,” he said.
Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian 
Balakrishnan said Russia’s actions 
have “upended the international sys-

tem of rules and norms.”
Balakrishnan added that the rivalry 
between the US and China has direct 
implications for all of Asia.
“These developments, if unchecked, 
can threaten the sole system of peace 
and stability which we have depend-
ed on for the basis of our growth and 
development and prosperity over 
many decades,” he said.
The two-day meeting marks the 30th 
anniversary of India’s dialogue rela-
tions with the 10-member regional 
bloc that includes Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philip-
pines, Singapore, Thailand, Myan-
mar and Vietnam.
Jaishankar emphasized the need for 
strengthening land and sea connec-
tivity with ASEAN member states. 
The upgrade of the India-Myan-
mar-Thailand highway is part of the 
ASEAN-India Connectivity initiative.
(Agencies)


