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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has signed 
a RMB 15 billion ($2.3 billion) loan 
facility agreement with a Chinese 
consortium of banks which is ex-
pected to aid the depleting foreign 
exchange reserves and depreciation 
of the local currency.
Finance Minister Miftah Ismail an-
nounced the development on his 
Twitter handle, revealing that the 
inflows are expected within a cou-
ple of days.
“We thank the Chinese government 
for facilitating this transaction,” he 
said. The agreement with Chinese 
banks is expected to bolster the 
country’s reserves and enable it to 
make import payments while lend-
ing some support to the rupee as 
well which has lost over 34% since 
the start of the outgoing fiscal year 
2021-22.  The development comes 
as a massive relief to economic poli-

cymakers after foreign exchange re-
serves held by the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) fell below $9 billion as 
of June 10, with the level staying at 
less than six weeks of import cover.
FM Bilawal thanks China Taking to 
his Twitter, Federal Minister for For-
eign Affairs Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
also acknowledged China for its 
support.  (APP)

YOGYAKARTA: The global food cri-
sis sparked by the war in Ukraine 
will kill millions by leaving the hun-
griest more vulnerable to infectious 
diseases, potentially triggering the 
world’s next health catastrophe, the 
head of a major aid organisation has 
warned.
A Russian naval blockade of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports has 
stopped grain shipments from the 
world’s fourth-largest exporter of 
wheat and corn, raising the spectre 
of shortages and hunger in low-in-
come countries.
The knock-on effects of the food 
shortages mean many will die not 
only of starvation but from having 
weaker defences against infectious 

diseases due to bad nutrition, Pe-
ter Sands, executive director of the 
Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria told AFP this 
week.
“I think we’ve probably already be-
gun our next health crisis. It’s not a 
new pathogen but it means people 
who are poorly nourished will be 
more vulnerable to the existing dis-
eases,” he said in an interview on 
the sidelines of a G20 health minis-
ter meeting in the Indonesian city of 
Yogyakarta. “I think the combined 
impact of infectious diseases, food 
shortages and the energy crisis … 
we can be talking about millions 
of extra deaths because of this,” he 
said. (Agencies)

GENEVA: A type of poliovirus de-
rived from vaccines has been de-
tected in London sewage samples, 
the World Health Organisation and 
British health officials said, adding 
that more analysis was underway.
No human cases of polio have been 
found in Britain, where the crip-
pling disease was fully eradicated 
two decades ago. The WHO said in 
a statement that “type 2 vaccine-de-
rived poliovirus (VDPV2)” had been 
found in environmental samples in 
the British capital.
“It is important to note that the virus 
has been isolated from environmen-
tal samples only,” it said, stressing 
that “no associated cases of paralysis 
have been detected.” But it warned, 

“any form of poliovirus anywhere is 
a threat to children everywhere.” A 
massive global effort has in recent 
decades come close to wiping out 
polio, a crippling and potentially fa-
tal viral disease that mainly affects 
children under the age of five.
Over the past four months, the 
UKHSA has found the polio virus in 
samples collected from the Beckton 
sewage works, which serves a pop-
ulation of four million in north and 
east London.
Scientists believe the virus origi-
nated from someone who was im-
munised abroad with the live oral 
polio vaccine, which hasn’t been 
used in the UK since 2004. (Agen-
cies)

ANKARA: Saudi Arabia’s crown 
prince has visited Turkey for the 
first time since the 2018 murder of 
the journalist Jamal Khashoggi in its 
Istanbul consulate. President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan embraced Moham-
med bin Salman before they held 
talks aimed at repairing a deep rift. Mr 
Erdogan once indirectly accused the 
prince of ordering Saudi agents to kill 
Khashoggi. He denied any involve-

ment. Turkey is currently seeking 
trade, investment and assistance to 
help it deal with a worsening econom-
ic crisis. Saudi Arabia and Türkiye 
have agreed to enhance their bilateral 
relations in diverse fields. The agree-
ment to this effect was reached during 
the meeting between Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman and 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan in Ankara. (Agencies)
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SHARAN: A powerful earthquake 
has killed at least 1,000 people and 
injured 1,500 in eastern Afghani-
stan, an official of the ruling Taliban 
said. The Taliban appealed for inter-
national help for the rescue effort 
as pictures showed landslides and 
ruined mud-built homes in the prov-
ince of Paktika.
The quake struck shortly as people 
slept. Hundreds of houses were de-
stroyed by the magnitude 6.1 event, 
which occurred at a depth of 51km 
(32 miles). It is the deadliest earth-
quake to strike Afghanistan in two 
decades and a major challenge for 
the Taliban, the Islamist movement 
which regained power last year af-
ter the Western-backed government 
collapsed.
The earthquake struck about 44km 
from the city of Khost and tremors 
were felt as far away as Pakistan 
and India. Witnesses reported feel-
ing the quake in both Afghanistan’s 
capital, Kabul, and Pakistan’s cap-
ital, Islamabad. Taliban officials 
asked the UN to “support them in 
terms of assessing the needs and 

responding to those affected”, Sam 
Mort from Unicef’s Kabul unit said. 
The UK’s special representative to 
Afghanistan, Nigel Casey, said the 
UK was in touch with the UN and 
was “ready to contribute to the in-
ternational response”. Earthquakes 
tend to cause significant damage 
in Afghanistan, where dwellings in 
many rural areas are unstable or 
poorly built.
Speaking to Reuters news agency, 
locals described horrific scenes of 
death and destruction in the after-
math of the late-night earthquake. 
“The kids and I screamed,” said 
Fatima. “One of our rooms was de-
stroyed. Our neighbours screamed 
and we saw everyone’s rooms.”
“It destroyed the houses of our 
neighbours,” Faisal said. “When we 
arrived there were many dead and 
wounded. They sent us to the hos-
pital. I also saw many dead bodies.” 
“Every street you go, you hear peo-
ple mourning the deaths of their be-
loved ones,” a journalist in Paktika 
province.
Local farmer Alem Wafa cried as he 

told the media that official rescue 
teams had yet to reach the remote 
village of Gyan - one of the worst 
hit. “There are no official aid work-
ers, but people from neighbouring 
cities and villages came here to res-
cue people,” he said. “I arrived this 
morning, and I - myself - found 40 
dead bodies.” Most of the dead, he 
said, were “very young children”. 
The local hospital just did not have 
the capacity to deal with such a di-
saster, the farmer added.
“People are digging grave after 
grave,” said Mohammad Amin Hu-
zaifa, head of the Information and 
Culture Department in hard-hit Pa-
ktika, adding that at least 1,000 peo-
ple had died in that province alone. 
He said more than 1,500 people 
were injured, many critically.
UNHCR and other UN agencies 
have deployed staff to the most af-
fected areas in Pakitika and Khost 
provinces from its field office in 
Gardez. Currently, the focus is on 
search and rescue operations to 
find survivors. There are fears that 
more lives could be lost if survivors 
are not reached urgently in remote 
parts of the country. 
Pope Francis offered prayers for 
the victims of a deadly earthquake 
in Afghanistan that the country’s 
supreme leader said had killed at 
least 1000 people and injured hun-
dreds more. “I express my closeness 
with the injured and those who were 
affected by the earthquake,” the 
85-year-old pontiff said at the end of 
his weekly audience at the Vatican.
(Agencies)

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping has said that “collective pol-
itics”, “block confrontation” and 
military alliances would only lead 
to “war and conflict”, urging the in-
ternational community to treat the 
US-led criticism as veiled criticism. 
Resist hegemony practices. 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), which Beijing has long 
accused of fueling Russia’s attack 
on Ukraine.
“The tragedies of the past tell us that 
hegemony, group politics and fac-
tional confrontation bring no peace 
or security; they only lead to war 

and conflict,” Xi said. 
Xi appeared to use his keynote 
speech at the opening ceremony of 
the BRICS trade forum on Wednes-
day to reiterate China’s criticism of 
NATO and Russia’s support – with-
out mentioning any directly. China 

has refused to publicly condemn 
Moscow for attacking Ukraine or 
call it an invasion since the begin-
ning of the war. Leaders of the Group 
of Seven (G7) nations will meet next 
week in Germany to discuss how to 
proceed with sanctions against Rus-
sia. The BRICS summit takes place 
as Russian troops continue to pum-
mel eastern Ukraine after invading 
the country four months ago. Chi-
na and India have both ramped up 
crude oil imports from Russia, help-
ing to offset losses from Western 
nations scaling back Russian energy 
purchases. (Agencies)

Deadly earthquake kills over 1,000 people in Afghanistan
Over 1500 injured. Death tool expected to rise, as many still trapped under the rubble. 
Taliban appeal for aid. Pakistan dispatches relief goods. Pope offers prayers for victims.

Group politics will only lead to war, warns Chinese President

KYIV: President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said Mos-
cow’s massive air and ar-
tillery attacks were aimed 
at destroying the entire 
Donbas region and urged 
Ukraine’s allies to acceler-
ate the shipment of heavy 
weapons to match Russia 
on the battlefield.
He hailed the European 
Union’s expected offer of 
candidate status for his 
battle-weary nation, as 
Russian forces pounded 
Ukraine’s second-biggest 
city Kharkiv and the east-
ern Donbas region.
European leaders will 
formally set Ukraine on 
the long road to EU mem-
bership at a summit in 
Brussels on Thursday. 
Though mainly symbolic, 
the move will help lift na-
tional morale at a very dif-

ficult time in a four-month 
conflict that has killed 
thousands, displaced mil-
lions and flattened towns 
and cities.
The war has also had a 
massive impact on the 
global economy and Eu-
ropean security arrange-
ments, driving up gas, oil 
and food prices, pushing 
the EU to reduce its heavy 
reliance on Russian en-
ergy and prompting Fin-
land and Sweden to seek 
NATO membership.
The EU will temporarily 
shift back to coal to cope 
with dwindling Russian 
gas flows without derail-
ing longer-term climate 
goals, an EU official said 
on Wednesday, as a tight 
gas market and soaring 
prices set off a race for al-
ternative fuels. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Leaders 
from the Group of Seven 
rich democracies and the 
Nato alliance will work to 
increase pressure on Russia 
over its war in Ukraine next 
week, while underscoring 
their continued concerns 
about China, senior US of-
ficials said.
President Joe Biden leaves 
Saturday to meet with oth-
er G7 leaders in southern 
Germany before heading 
to Madrid for a summit 
where Nato is expected to 
announce plans to expand 
its forces in eastern Europe 
and Washington will lay out 
steps to strength European 
security.
Inclusion, for the first time, 
of leaders from Australia, 
Japan, South Korea and 
New Zealand in the Nato 
summit was aimed at show-
ing that the war in Ukraine 

has not detracted from 
Western nations’ focus on 
China, the officials said.
G7 leaders, meeting at 
an alpine castle an hour 
south of Munich on June 
26-28, are also expected 
to address China’s “coer-
cive economic practices,” 
which have become even 
more aggressive in recent 
years, one of the officials 
said. “Russia’s war against 
Ukraine has galvanized our 
partnerships around the 
world,” a second official 
said. “It’s also showing how 
Ukraine is not causing us 
to take our eye off the ball 
on China. In fact, quite the 
opposite.”
In fact, a new strategic con-
cept to be endorsed by Nato 
leaders when they meet in 
Madrid June 29-30 will ad-
dress threats posed by Rus-
sia. Agencies)

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

Ukraine calls for EU membership, 
heavy arms, as Russia pounds cities

G7, Nato to add pressure on Russia, 
keep an eye on China

https://www.facebook.com/thekhybermail
https://twitter.com/thekhybermail
https://www.instagram.com/thekhybermail/
https://www.thekhybermail.com/
http://www.thekhybermail.com                               


Follow us @     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail@gmail.com     www.thekhybermail.com

2 City

Emergency Phone 
Numbers

Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade 
Cantt:

091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117
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PESHAWAR: People taking keen interest to buy DC fans at Gur Mandi due to load shedding 
crisis in the city. APP photo
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Peshawar: The oldest living city of South Asia

PESHAWAR: Known as the oldest 
living city in South Asia with a doc-
umented history of 2,500 years old, 
Peshawar carries a unique distinc-
tion of being a custodian of eight to 
ten ancient civilizations including 
Gandhara, making it a centre of 
attraction for foreign and domestic 
tourists due to its unique archaeo-
logical sites and glorious history.
Famous for ancient Balahisar Fort 
and Qissa Khwani Bazaar, Pesha-
war was officially declared by the 
Archaeology Department as the 
‘Oldest Living City’ in South Asia 
with its history goes back to 539BC. 
Director Archaeology and Muse-
ums, Dr. Abdul Samad Khan told 
APP that recent Gor Kathri’s scien-
tific excavation has disclosed that 
Peshawar was the oldest living city 
in South Asia inhabited by the hu-
mans with diversified culture, lan-
guage and architecture.
He said Gor Khatri excavation, ar-
chitectural designs, food and lan-
guages have revealed that eight to 
ten ancient civilizations existed in 
Peshawar. The excavation at Gor 
Khatri, which continued for several 
years and published in British Jour-
nal ‘Current World Archaeology’ 
titled `The deepest and biggest ex-
cavation in the world’ has revealed 
20 layers that provide a complete 
profile of the Peshawar city rang-
ing from British down to pre-Indo-
Greek era.
The excavation discovered that Pe-
shawar was a province of Persian 
Alchamenian Empire in four to six 
century BC and later came under 
the influence of Mauryans, Greeks, 
Scythians, Kushans, Sasanians, 
White Huns, Ghaznavis, Slave Dy-
nasty, Ghoris, Suri Afghans, Mu-
ghals, Durrani, Sikhs and the Brit-

ish before the creation of Pakistan.
Conquered by Greeks and ruled 
by Buddhists, Peshawar had wit-
nessed rebuilding by Brahmins, 
invaded by Ghaznavis, captured 
by Mughals, over run by Sikhs and 
annexed by British in succession. 
Despite witnessing the onslaught 
of worriers, kings and invaders that 
marched from Afghanistan, Central 
Asian Republics to the Subconti-
nent through historic Khyber Pass, 
Dr Samad said that Peshawar’s re-
mained intact and a centre of attrac-
tions for tourists and traders since 
its establishment.
“Qissa Khwani Bazaar remained 
centre of attractions for internation-
al traders and merchants, who of-
ten stayed here to enjoy its famous 
Chappli Kabab and others delicious 
cuisine with traditional Qehwa and 
exchanged stories about each oth-
ers’ culture, food, art and music 
before departing to Central Asian 
Republics (CARs) and Subcontinent 
for trade.”
During stay at Qissa Khwani, he 
said the international traders had 
got a unique opportunity to ex-
plore almost all the historical sites 
and buildings of Peshawar like 
Sethi House, Balahisar Fort, Ghan-
ta Ghar, Chowk-e-Yadgar, Mohabat 
Khan Mosque and Peshawar Muse-
um. Terming Peshawar Museum is 
one the world’s largest museums of 
Gandhara art, Dr Abdul Samad said 
that conservation of its British era’s 
building was almost completed with 
an estimated cost of Rs. 20 million 
which would soon be opened for the 
general public.
“The museum currently houses 
4,0,000 rare antiquities and artifacts 
besides complete life story of Lord 
Bhudda, attracting Bhuddists and 

monks from across the world.”
He said conservation work of the 
historical building of Mohabat 
Khan Mosque has been completed 
and efforts are underway to reno-
vate it in original shape, adding that 
40 percent work on its ceiling and 
minarets besides adjoining portions 
were also completed. The archae-
ology guru said that Rs 87 million 
were approved for conservation of 
Mohabat Khan Mosque and the KP 
Chief Minister had already passed 
directives to allocate more funds for 
completion of the mega project.
Dr Abdul Samad said that 42 en-
croached shops and adjacent plaza 
have affected building of the histor-
ical mosque and negotiations were 
underway to convince the traders 
and shopkeepers to remove these 
shops. Bakhat Muhammad, Assis-
tant Director Research, Director-
ate of Archaeology and Museums 
said that around 3,000 historical 
sites were existed in Peshawar, 
Charssadda, Swabi, Nowshera and 
Mardan districts including 1,840 
ancient buildings in Peshawar. 
Besides Gor Khatri, he said Dalazak 
Tomb, Kotla Mohsin Khan, Sakhi 
Mahuddin tombs, Chacha Younas 
monument were declared protected 
sites while Sakhi Shah Mardan Vil-
la, Bejo tomb, Qissa Khwani, Lady 
Reading Hospital and others as non 
protected. 
He said British era Sethi House 
Peshawar, a historical building of 
the British era carrying a unique 
architectural value and eye-catch-
ing wood craftsmanship, was pur-
chased by the KP Government and 
was converted into a full-fledged 
museum. 
Inspired by Muslims and vernacular 
architecture of Bokhara Uzbakistan, 
he said Sethi family associated with 
international trade had constructed 
the masterpiece in 1886 after mi-
grating from Punjab to Peshawar 
in early 19th century at Mohallah 
Sethian where about seven Havelis 
were built in almost the same style, 
signifying their aestheticism.
“I have heard a lot about the wood 
craftsmanship of Sethi House and 
found it correct today after visit-
ing the architectural wood wonder 
of Peshawar,” said Engr Khushal 
Khan, a resident of Dir Lower while 
talking to the news agency. (APP)

PESHAWAR: An online petition has 
been launched for mustering public 
support in favor of a thorough probe 
by an independent commission into 
recent incidents of fires in different 
forests of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Titled as “Eco-Terrorism (forest fire) 
in KP Pakistan should be investigat-
ed by Independent Commission,” 
the collective petition has been 
launched by a group of nine organi-
zations. 
These organizations included Sar-
had Conservation Network (SCN), 
Peshawar Clean Air Alliance, Insti-
tute of Architects of Pakistan, Kar-
wan Tehreek, Hayatabad Citizens 
Forum, Clean and Green Peshawar, 
Usmnia Welfare Trust and Pesha-
war Youth Organization.
The petition was launched on Sun-
day (June 19) and signed by around 
225 citizens so far.
“The sudden and simultaneous fires 
ironically ignited in the previous 
month and on the World Environ-
ment Day particularly, the UN theme 
for 2022 being “Only One Planet” is 
a stark wake up call & symbolic of 
eco-terrorism,” reads the content of 

the petition.
“Pakistan forest reserves are already 
under stress owing to demographic 
explosion and climate change. Al-
ready ranked as the top high risk 
nation in the region, the loss of huge 
forest tracts and fragile ecosystems 
is an example of existential threat to 
Pakistan’s future,” it added.
“The unseen sinister and criminal 
hands causing “environmental ter-
rorism” must be exposed, appre-
hended, punished and made exam-
ples for posterity and ensuring the 
rule of law,” the petition stressed.
“The numbers of fires simultane-
ously, in different regions are not 
incidental, nor the deaths of neither 
innocent souls nor injuries to the 
brave fire fighters and forest offi-
cers is a routine affair to be forgiv-
en,” comments Mansoor Ahmad of 
Institute of Architects of Pakistan.
In the petition, a request is made 
to Peshawar High Court to kindly 
take a suo moto action and make 
accountable the KP government for 
failing to preempt this historic fire 
and total lack of preparedness to 
take timely measures. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The budget of 22 uni-
versities out of the total of 32 pub-
lic sector universities of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, has been approved 
for the fiscal year 2022-23 while 
the budget of the remaining 10 uni-
versities would also be approved 
by the end of June.
The budget has been approved in 
the meeting held in the Governor 
House, chaired by acting Governor 
Mushtaq Ahmad Ghani and Pro-
vincial Minister for Higher Educa-
tion Kamran Bangash.
Due to various reasons, the budget 
of most public sector universities 
could not be approved before the 
beginning of next fiscal year due to 
which the universities had to face 
severe financial crisis and finan-
cial disorder.
In this regard, former Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Shah Far-
man, on the advice of his team, 
for the first time in June 2021 ap-
proved the budget for the fiscal 
year 2021-22 for all public sector 

universities to end this false tradi-
tion and eliminate financial disor-
der.
Following the same procedure this 
year, acting Governor Mushtaq 
Ahmad Ghani, issued special in-
structions to all public sector uni-
versities to prepare budgets and 
present in their respective Senate 
which would be implemented. 
Like last year, this year too, all 
the universities are being given 
the best guidance and instruc-
tions regarding the budget, due 
to which the financial discipline 
of the universities has improved 
considerably, as evidenced by the 
fact that most of the universities 
are approving the budget surplus 
till now.
In light of the guidelines issued 
this year, most of the universities 
have also set up various funds to 
avoid financial deficit and unfavor-
able conditions which have proved 
to be useful for financially stabiliz-
ing the universities. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Chief Secretary Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Dr. Shahzad Ban-
gash on Monday chaired a meeting to 
review the implementation progress 
on the Dengue Action Plan 2022.
The meeting was attended by the of-
ficials of the departments concerned.
The Chief Secretary emphasized the 
need for stronger coordination and 
closer cooperation among the rele-
vant authorities to ensure effective 
measures for Dengue prevention and 
control.

The meeting was told that the Health 
Department in collaboration with all 
the district administrations would en-
sure timely measures to control den-
gue.
The Chief Secretary was informed 
that KP government would ensure co-
ordinated and effective measures for 
the prevention of Dengue.
Meanwhile, Chief Secretary also di-
rected local government department 
to improve sanitation system to con-
trol dengue spread.  (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Urban Mobility Author-
ity (KPUMA) on Monday notified 
a slight increase in fares of Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) for the next 
financial year 2022-23, the spokes-
man of TransPeshawar, Sadaf Ka-
mil said.
The initial fare has been increased 
up to five rupees that would be 
enforced by July 1st a notification 
said adding that no increase in Zu 
Card and single ticket has been 
made. The new minimum fare has 
been fixed at Rs. 15 from Rs10.

The spokesman said the increase 
has been made in view of current 
price-hikes in petroleum prices 
adding that the service did not 
even increase its fares during 
Covid-19 situation.
He said at the time when the final 
BRT fare list was issued, the price 
of diesel was Rs.104 which has 
now been increased to Rs.264 with 
an increase of Rs.160.
TransPeshawar was providing safe 
and environmentally-friendly trav-
el facilities to people with minimal 
fares, he concluded. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber College of 
Dentistry Peshawar in collabora-
tion with Khyber Medical Univer-
sity (KMU) Peshawar organized a 
one-day symposium on oral cancer 
aimed at highlighting the oral can-
cer project by the Department of 
Oral Pathology and Maxillofacial 
Surgery.
The organizers of this joint project 
were Associate Professor Dr. Samri-
na Muhammad, Oral Pathology De-
partment and Prof. Dr. Muslim Khan 
Oral and Maxillofacial Department.
In her opening remarks, Dr. Samri-
na Muhammad welcomed the par-
ticipants and highlighted the joint 
venture.
While addressing at the symposium, 
Associate Professor Dr. Asif Ali Di-
rector IPDM, Khyber Medical Uni-
versity, introduced the Oral Cancer 
Project and explained the role of 

biomarkers in oral cancer.
In his presentation, he explained in 
detail the various techniques used 
in the research of oral cancer and 
described the methods of the diag-
nostic, prognostic, and predictive 
modalities of oral squamous cell 
carcinoma.
The symposium served as a plat-
form to bridge the gap between the 
pathologist and the surgical aspects 
of oral cancer.
Prof. Dr. Muslim Khan in his short 
address from the meeting covered 
the surgical aspects of the oral can-
cer project.
It covers the various treatments and 
the role of surgery in the manage-
ment of oral cancer. He emphasized 
the role of the tumor board in the 
management of oral cancer and the 
role of team approach in the man-
agement of this serious tumor. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Revenue Authority (KPRA) has suc-
cessfully installed Restaurant In-
voice Monitoring System (RIMS) in 
149 restaurants to avoid tax theft.
The revenue from these restaurants 
in Peshawar, Bannu, Abbottabad 
and Mardan have increased from 
RS.229 million during financial year 
2020-21 to Rs. 314 million in 2021-
22.
Out of these 145 restaurants, a total 
of 59 restaurants paid no taxes last 
year and this year they have con-
tributed around RS 16 million to the 
overall collection.
Finance Minister Taimur Khan 

Jhagra said that KPRA’s registration 
base has been continuously increas-
ing, adding an economy that was 
completely undocumented outside 
the corporate sector is now being 
brought into the tax net.
He also appreciated the outgoing 
DG KPRA Fayaz Ali Shah and other 
officials , who in two years has dou-
bled KPRA’s revenue from RS.10 bil-
lion to RS.30 billion.
Taimur Jhagra said that a success-
ful performance incentive program, 
customer survey, dynamic policy 
and granular review of individu-
al sectors have resuited in growth 
across the board. (APP)

Online petition launched to muster  
public support to probe into forest fires

Governor inks budget of 22 universities

CS chairs on dengue action plan 2022

BRT increases Rs5 in fares

Symposium on oral cancer held  
at Khyber College of Dentistry

Rs314m revenue collected  
after installation of RIMS
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Exiting FATF grey list
Pakistan has implemented all points of the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF). And that’s why the FATF officials have given a green 
signal to exit Pakistan from the grey list. This development took 
place at the task force’s meeting held recently in Germany. It was 
expected that Pakistan would be removed from the grey list after 
the demands were met but this decision has not been made yet. We 
will have to wait till October 2022. 
There is a strong possibility that Pakistan will be removed from 
the grey list in October but until the final decision, we must not be 
fully confident because the countries that want Pakistan to remain 
on the grey list will do their best to achieve their nefarious aims. 
In this connection, Minister of State for External Affairs Hina Rab-
bani Khar has pointed out that it is time to get out of the grey list. 
The process has begun, so it would be premature to celebrate the 
possible FATF decision. We are one step away from getting out of 
the grey list, so be careful, he said. She is absolutely right that it 
is too early to celebrate it, as when a country is removed from the 
grey list, the technical team visits that country before taking the 
final decision. The government should not give up. The best is to be 
cautious until the process of removing Pakistan from the grey list 
is completed. Because we have already waited for a long time and 
cannot wait anymore.

DESPITE completion of 34 points ac-
tion plan, Pakistan will remain in the 
Grey List of Financial Action Task 
Forces (FATF) till October 2022.
This was announced by President of 
FATF, Dr Marcus Pleyer at the end 
of its Plenary on June 17, 2022. This 
Plenary of the FATF lasted for four 
days of hybrid meetings at Berlin, 
Germany.
During the meeting, FATF appreciat-
ed Pakistan for implementing the or-
ganisation’s action plans (34 points) 
which is an indication that Pakistan 
is moving closer to exit from Grey 
List of FATF.
As per President of FATF, an onsite 
inspection by FATF would be car-
ried out before October 2022 which 
would follow the formal announce-
ment about Pakistani status.
It is worth mentioning that, Paki-
stani economy and its international 
standing has suffered a lot in last 
four years while it remained in the 
grey list of FATF.
As per estimates of Tabadlab, a Paki-
stani-based independent think-tank, 
Pakistani economy has suffered over 
$38bn ever since it was placed under 
the grey list of FATF in 2018.
It is to be noted that, Pakistan was 
placed in the grey list of FATF once 
India initiated a move against Paki-
stan which was reinforced by Unit-
ed States and Great Britain in June 
2018.
It was a well-orchestrated planning 
against Pakistan for coercing it 
for not submitting to the demands 
put-forward by Washington and 
New Delhi.
These funny justifications of the 
planners while forcing FATF to place 
Pakistan in the grey list included 
that, there were ‘strategic deficien-
cies’ in its AML and CFT regimes.
The unholy nexus of Washington 
and New Delhi later included Brit-
ain, some EU countries and so-
called friends of Pakistan from Mus-
lim states of Middle East to support 
this biased decision of FATF.
Initially starting from few demands, 
this exploiting inter-governmental 
structure (FATF) put forth 27-points 
for implementation in one year.
The list was increased to 34 points 
by June 2021.Analysing these points 
and the action plan of FATF, one gets 
the impression that; it was totally 
discriminatory in nature and coer-

cive in its objectivity.
Despite that, Pakistan made all-out 
efforts to implement these actions in 
last three years.
In the implementation of this action 
plan, Pakistan had to take some de-
cisions which were quite unpopular 
and infuriated its masses.
But each time FATF would point-out 
shortcomings in these clearly im-
plemented actions and demanded 
more.
In its meeting concluded on October 
22, 2021, FATF demanded “Pakistan 
had to complete two concurrent ac-
tion plans with a total of 34 items out 
of which it has addressed or largely 
addressed 30 items.”
In last four years FATF members 
have been very discriminatory to-
wards Pakistan with clear and de-
liberate efforts to keep Pakistan in 
its Grey List despite; it completed 
and strictly acted upon all its action 
plans.
In its plenary session of June 2021, 
FATF placed Pakistan in its in-
creased monitoring, which amount-
ed to charge-sheeting Pakistan while 
demanding completion of six more 
points.
This list was in addition to the earli-
er one which included twenty-seven 
points.Upon completing 26 points 
out of 27 points in June 2021, the 
new list was added to 34 points with 
two concurrent lists.
In its discriminatory treatment, 
FATF has restricted the financial 
space for Pakistan under the cover 
of Terror Financing (TF).
This was amply clear from its warn-
ings to Pakistan in its February and 
June 2020 sessions.
During these sessions, FATF warned 
Pakistan that, “[if] significant and 
sustainable progress especially in 
prosecuting and penalising TF (ter-
ror financing) not made by the next 
plenary, the FATF will take action” 
against Pakistan.
The new list of six points was all 
about the terror financing, a never 
ending phenomenon.Indeed, Paki-
stan is has been a victim of terror-
ism which funded by some of the 
key international actors with vested 
interests.
These states are simultaneously in-
volved in two activities; financing 
terror in Pakistan and influence the 
FATF for organizational coercion 

against Pakistan.
With respect to terror financing, the 
member states of FATF know that, 
Pakistan has given unprecedented 
sacrifices in the process of defeating 
the terrorism.
Unfortunately this terrorism was 
largely funding from the members 
states of FATF. No country can match 
the achievements of Pakistan in the 
field of combating the terrorism.
Through hundreds of military oper-
ations and country-wide intelligence 
surveillances, Pakistani armed forc-
es defeated the terrorist out-fits and 
their abettors and financers.
The TTP and many other terrorist 
outfits in Pakistan were trained, fi-
nanced and abated by a spying net-
works of India and former Afghan 
Government (RAW and NDS) with 
support of former occupiers and 
global financial and strategic play-
ers.
In last two decades, all terrorist ac-
tivities in Pakistan were sponsored 
and controlled from across the Pa-
kistani borders especially from Af-
ghan soil.
On its part, Pakistan physically de-
feated the terrorism, blocked the 
financial chain of terrorists and 
brought peace in the region.
It was unjustified demands from 
FATF once Pakistan was blamed 
for the ‘strategic deficiencies’ in it-
sAML and CFT regimes; indeed, it 
was nothing more exploitation and 
financial bullying of Pakistan by 
member states of FATF.
Alongside FATF, Pakistan has been 
pressurised by IMF for the fulfil-
ment of its own agenda; yet another 
format of financial exploitation of 
Pakistan.
This agenda is all about economic 
collapse of Pakistan for creating a 
domestic chaos and external debt-
trap. Both these agendas are work-
ing side by side; supplementing and 
augmenting each other to econom-
ically devastate Pakistan until it to-
tally submit to western and Indian 
demands.
The Pakistani leadership and its 
strategic planners must realise this 
international trap and work out a 
plan for honourable exit of the state 
from all international pressure re-
gimes while pursuing the national 
interests of Pakistan rather personal 
agendas of few individuals.

Human induced climate change is 
an almost ubiquitously accepted fact 
by overwhelming majority of scien-
tists in the world. Some scientists 
have gone so far as to call it an exis-
tential threat to life on Earth, includ-
ing human life. 
Even for common people, there is 
ample and growing evidence of this 
crisis, as it impacts their lives in a 
profound and unmistakable way. 
This global warming has led to in-
crease in hurricanes, floods, ris-
ing temperatures, landslides, fires, 
melting of the glaciers and so on. 
And every year, they are occurring 
more frequently and with greater in-
tensity. All this is disrupting human 
life in a major way, especially in the 
third world. It has resulted in death 
and destruction, and at least at the 
present, there seems to be no end 
in sight. People have been forced to 
migrate to distant lands, often risk-
ing their lives.. This is bound to get 
worse, unless a determined global 
action is taken to turn this around 
and start healing the Earth towards 
normalcy, as it existed in pre-indus-
trial era.
 The main “ culprit “ that is respon-
sible for this crisis is the use of fos-
sil fuel by humans. The world has 
become so dependent on fossil fuel 
that, as an example, the US uses al-
most 20 million barrels of fuel per 
day! Everything from a motor bike 
to airplanes, to spacecraft, use this 
fuel. And the cumulative effect of 
many decades of use, has led to con-
tinuous rise in the amount of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere, 
which inherently traps heat, leading 
to increase in temperatures across 
the globe. According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), the amount of CO2 

in the atmosphere has topped 420 
parts per million (ppm) in May 2022, 
the highest in human history.
 This year, the heat waves across the 
world are reported to be reaching 
new heights.. Pakistan and India, 
which are among the worst coun-
tries hit by global warning, are ex-
periencing a severe heat wave in 
many parts, which started in March. 
In the month of May in Pakistan, 
Jacobabad recorded 51 oC (123 oF). 
In the US, 1/3rd of the country has 
been under some form of heat advi-
sory during June. Europe, especial-
ly France and Spain, are also in the 
grip of an intense heat wave with 
sweltering temperatures. In Spain, 
Toledo Province recorded a tem-
perature of 43 oC (109 oF) on June 
15, which is unprecedented in this 
month..
The world leaders have been con-
cerned about this serious global is-
sue.  They have been coordinating 
and laying down ground rules to 
slowly move away from fossil fuel 
and replace it with clean energy. 
Some actions have also been under-
taken to at least mitigate, if not com-
pletely eliminate, CO2 emissions 
that impact global warming. Among 
one such major gathering of world 
leaders,, a non-binding deal called 
The Paris Accord, was signed. But 
so far, it is difficult to say if coun-
tries, especially those responsible 
for major pollution, have achieved 
much success.
 I believe, considering the scale and 
magnitude, and the significance of 
this problem, world leaders need to 
show determination and strong po-
litical will to undertake difficult, but 
necessary actions to save the planet. 
The earlier the better. We owe this to 
our future generations.

FATF’s grey list & Pakistan 
By  Dr Muhammad Khan

Global Warming: 
The climate crisis & heatwave

By Zarar Sheikh
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Right direction
Short-term measures that the pro-
vincial and federal governments 
have taken to deal with electricity 
loadshedding seem sensible. 
It is unfortunate that the previous 
regime did not show any serious-

ness in building hydel- and indig-
enous coal-based power plants to 
produce cheap and surplus electric-
ity for the country. 
The government needs to pay atten-
tion to power-generation projects 
utilising indigenous resources as 
the economy cannot be flourished 

without the uninterrupted supply of 
energy. 
Politics of confrontation is poison-
ous for the country and should be 
abandoned by political parties.

Engr Asim Nawab
Islamabad.

Severe crisis
Pakistan is facing a severe econom-
ic crisis. Rising inflation is making 
the lives of ordinary people misera-
ble. The rapid increase in the prices 
of petrol and diesel has become a 
routine. 
With the increase in the prices of 
petrol and diesel, there has been an 

increase in transport fares which is 
causing a lot of problems for those 
who have to travel long distances 
for work. 
The current inflation will pave the 
way for the PTI government to win 
the upcoming election by a two-
third majority. 
The question is: what should be 

done to put the country on the path 
of economic stability? One thinks 
that all political parties should sign 
the charter of economy for the eco-
nomic survival and stability of the 
country. 

Khushal Khan 
Peshawar

A capitalist world
Unbridled capitalism results in 
war, monopolies, sharp inequali-
ties and the unjust distribution of 
wealth. Capitalism as an economic 
and political system is not old as it 
emerged after the Industrial Rev-
olution in the 18th century. Since 
then, this system has been under 
constant crises. 
The developed world’s economy 
heavily depends on resources from 

the developing and underdeveloped 
world, resulting in the dependency 
of developing countries on first-
world companies for economic and 
political stability. 
This relationship helps the rich get 
richer while simultaneously ensur-
ing that some parts of the world 
remain under extreme poverty. 
Dominant global powers cannot 
sustain their political and economic 
stability without crises in the Global 

South, and the latter cannot sustain 
its system without aid and support 
from the developed world.
We need a major shift in the world 
economic and political order if we 
wish to lead a peaceful and prosper-
ous life on the earth. This will only 
come true if we strive for an alter-
native to the existing system.
 
Anwar Sayab Khan 
Bannu

Palatial houses
This refers to the article ‘Dead capi-
tal’ (June 20) by Azwar Muhammad 
Aslam. His proposal for high-rise 
buildings in city centres instead of 
single-storey houses in places like 
G-6/1, Islamabad, is not tenable. 
It may be desirable to consider 
whether to have single- or dou-
ble-storey houses or high-rise 
buildings while building a new resi-
dential town or developing an area, 

but it is not advisable to demolish 
existing houses and shops and build 
high-rise buildings. 
Unlike Hong Kong and Japan, Paki-
stan does not have a scarcity of land 
to justify high-rise buildings. Also, 
our people do not like to live in pi-
geon holes and prefer a small two-
room house with an open courtyard.
It is a misconception that high-rise 
buildings will save land space. 
Every resident of an apartment will 

need parking space for cars and 
motorcycles. 
More open space will be required 
for parks and playgrounds for chil-
dren and adults. 
High-rise buildings in city centres 
with no factories or other avenues 
of employment in the vicinity will 
create urban slums.

Abdul Majeed 
Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

Thursday 22 June 2022

https://www.facebook.com/thekhybermail
https://twitter.com/thekhybermail
https://www.instagram.com/thekhybermail/
https://www.thekhybermail.com/


Follow us @     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail@gmail.com     www.thekhybermail.com

4 National
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Thursday 22 June 2022

President directs Pakistan Post to refund erroneous 
deduction made from a retiree

Cabinet approves issuance of Ijara Sukuk bonds

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Tuesday directed the Pakistan 
Post Office Department to refund 
the pension amount of Rs 502,272 
that was wrongly deducted from the 
service dues of a retired employee in 
March 2020.
The president termed the act of Paki-
stan Post as “maladministration” on 
its part. 
The president gave these directions 
while rejecting a representation of 
the Pakistan Post Office Department 
against a decision of the Wafaqi 
Mohtasib ordering the Agency to re-
fund the deducted amount from the 
pension dues and report compliance 
within 45 days.  

The president in his decision held 
that the pensioner’s hard-earned in-
come constitutes a fundamental right 
to livelihood under Article 9 of the 
Constitution of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan 1973 and depriving him 
even a part of this amount, cannot be 
countenanced except in accordance 
with the law. 
He observed that the Pensions Act 
1871 envisaged that no pension shall 
be liable to seizure, attachment or se-
questration, and the department had 
unjustifiably recovered an amount of 
Rs.502,272/- from the complainant. 
As per details, the complainant ap-
proached the Wafaqi Mohtasib claim-
ing that the amount of Rs.502,272 

had been unjustly deducted by the 
Agency from his service dues. 
The Mohtasib in its decision an-
nounced on April 2021 referred the 
case back to Pakistan Post Office 
Department to provide relief to the 
complainant within 45 days.
 Instead of implementing the deci-
sion, the Pakistan Post Office De-
partment filed a representation with 
the President against the decision of 
the Mohtasib. 
The president in his order upheld the 
decision of the Wafaqi Mohtasib and 
directed the Pakistan Post to refund 
the amount along with the applicable 
bank interest rate within 30 days of 
the order. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Cabinet 
on Tuesday approved issuance of 
the Ijara Sukuk bonds in the do-
mestic and international markets to 
support the government’s budget-
ary position and promote Islamic 
banking industry in the country.
Addressing a press conference af-
ter the cabinet meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
here, Minister for Planning, Devel-
opment and Special Initiatives Pro-
fessor Ahsan Iqbal said the infor-
mation regarding assets and other 
details about the programme would 
be available on the website of Fi-
nance Division soon.
Flanked by PM’s Advisor on Kash-
mir Affairs Qamar Zaman Kaira, he 
said the cabinet also discussed the 
matter of shortage of edible oil in 

the country and acknowledged the 
efforts of minister for industries 
and his team for setting sail an ed-
ible oil ship from Indonesia for Pa-
kistan.
He said the prime minister thanked 
the Indonesian president, and con-
gratulated the industries minister, 
who went to Indonesia himself and 
talked to the Indonesian president 
in that regard.
As regards the Financial Action 

Task Force (FATF), Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and 
Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs Hina Rabbani Khar briefed the 
cabinet that Pakistan had met all 
the requirements of the FATF and 
hoped that soon after the visit of 
FATF team to Pakistan, the country 
would be out of the grey list.
The cabinet observed that after 
coming out of the grey list, interna-
tional trade and other restrictions 
would be completely eased out and 
Pakistan would be able to expand 
its trade across the world.
It was informed that in 2019, the 
army chief had formed a core cell, 
which played a vital role in coordi-
nating the institutional and ministe-
rial efforts to complete the FATF’s 
action plans. (APP)

PM thanks overseas Pakistanis as 
Roshan Digital deposits cross $4.5b

450 Sikh pilgrims arrive in to observe 
death anniversary of Ranjit Singh

Monsoon may cause widespread 
rainfall from June 29: DG Met

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Wednesday thanked 
the overseas Pakistanis for sending 
$57 million in a day that helped the 
Roshan Digital Accounts cross $4.5 
billion in total deposits.
“Happy that yesterday State Bank re-
ceived $57 million, the largest inflow 
in a day ever,” he said in a tweet.
The prime minister thanked the over-
seas Pakistanis for reposing trust in 
their motherland.
He expressed full support and pa-
tronage to the Roshan Digital Ac-
count scheme.
“Our government stands firmly be-
hind the Roshan Digital Account 
scheme,” he said.
PM Sharif termed overseas Paki-
stanis an asset to the country, who al-

ways contributed positively towards 
strengthening the national economy.
“We assure to come up to your ex-
pectations after overcoming the eco-
nomic crisis,” he said.
He said the government was taking 
steps for providing facilitation to the 
expatriates. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A group of 450 Sikh 
pilgrims has arrived in Pakistan 
from India to observe the 183rd 
death anniversary of the first ruler 
of the Sikh Empire Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh.
According to Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the Evacuee Trust Property 
board (ETPB), which looks after 
the holy places of minorities in Pa-
kistan and Pakistan Gurdwara Sikh 
Prabandhak Committee officials 
received the Sikh pilgrims at the 
Wagah Border. “Some 450 Indian 
Sikhs arrived here via Wagah Bor-
der from India to attend festivities 
in connection with the death anni-
versary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh at 
Gurdwara Dera Sahib Lahore. 
The main event will be held at Dera 
Sahib on June 29,” ETPB spokesper-

son Amir Hashmi told the media. 
He said that a langar (lunch) was 
served to all visiting Sikh pilgrims 
at Wagah before their departure for 
Gurdwara Janamasthan Nankana 
Sahib, some 80 kms from Lahore.
During their stay, the pilgrims 
would also visit the Kartarpur Sahib 
Gurdwara. 
Hashmi said that the Pakistan gov-
ernment had issued visas to 500 In-
dian Sikhs. However, 450 turned up, 
he said. Maharaja Ranjit Singh was 
the founder of the Sikh Empire, who 
ruled the northwest Indian subcon-
tinent in the early half of the 19th 
century. The issuance of visas to 
Indian Sikhs is covered under the 
framework of Pakistan-India Proto-
col on Visits to Religious Shrines of 
1974. (APP)

Punjab emergency service-1122 
to train Baluchistan rescuers

AIOU to explore cooperation  
opportunities with Saudi Arabia

Rain emergency 
cell sets up

Two found dead 
in private school

Week-long nutrition awareness 
camp for pilgrims concludes

Abbottabad distt admin issues  
revised fares list for local transport

LAHORE: Punjab Emergency Ser-
vices Director General Dr Rizwan 
Naseer on Tuesday ensured all pos-
sible support for the training of Bal-
uchistan rescuers as per directions 
of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
During the visit of Director General 
PDMA Baluchistan Naseer Ahmad 
Nasir to Rescue Headquarters & 
Emergency Services Academy, they 
discussed in detail the nature of 
emergencies in Baluchistan and the 
specialized rescue training required 
for Baluchistan rescuers.
Dr Rizwan Naseer briefed the DG 
PDMA Baluchistan about the work-
ing and ongoing training at the 
Emergency Services academy of 
all provinces of Pakistan. He said 
the province of Punjab was already 
providing support to all provinces of 
Pakistan through Emergency Ser-
vices Academy and imparting train-

ing of emergency services personnel 
to provide the basic right to timely 
emergency care to all citizens with-
out discrimination.
The DG also briefed that the Acade-
my had already provided training to 
322 emergency medical technicians 
of medical emergency response cen-
ters project of Baluchistan to deal 
with emergencies on main highways 
of Baluchistan.
He said keeping into consideration 
the ongoing extensive load of train-
ing of Punjab and other provinces at 
the Emergency Services Academy, 
the request for training of Baluch-
istan staff would be entertained in 
the August or September 2022.
Earlier, Dr Farhan Khalid Registrar 
Academy along with senior officers 
of Emergency Services Academy 
welcomed the DG PDMA Baluch-
istan.  (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chancellor Alla-
ma Iqbal Open University (AIOU), 
Professor Dr. Zia Ul-Qayyum will 
soon visit Saudi Arabia to explore 
and examine the possibilities of 
collaboration with the Saudi online 
education system as per the instruc-
tions of the Federal Ministry of Edu-
cation and Vocational Training.
This visit will be part of AIOU’s ef-
forts to establish and promote joint 
ventures with other countries for 
imparting quality education to the 
people of Pakistan.
Federal Minister for Education, 
Rana Tanveer Hussain was of the 
view that the online education sys-
tem has become very popular all 
over the world during the COVID-19.
He said that Saudi Arabia has es-

tablished a state of the art online 
system for education with 20 TV 
channels.
A delegation of AIOU will visit Sau-
di Arabia to examine their educa-
tion system to improve the facilities 
here at AlOU.
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Zia Ul-Qa-
yyum said that after the approval 
of the Pakistan Electronic Media 
Regulatory Authority (PEMRA), the 
university has expedited the work of 
setting up the “Education Television 
Channel”.
The university has already launched 
a ‘Web TV’ facility to provide multi-
media support to its more than 1.2 
million students across the country, 
which is running very successfully.
 (APP)

HYDERABAD: The management of 
Sindh Building Control Authority 
(SBCA) Hyderabad Region has set 
up the rain emergency cell here in 
its office at Civic Centre in order to 
meet eventualities if any during ex-
pected pre-monsoon heavy rainfall 
in Hyderabad.
The rain emergency cell will work 
round the clock with contact tele-
phone number 022-9200217, the 
SBCA spokesman informed here on 
Tuesday advising the residents of 
dangerous buildings to vacate their 
residences.
The management of SBCA Hyder-
abad Region has already issued no-
tices to residents of the dangerous 
declared buildings and asked the 
concerned staff to take action over 
the complaints in this regard, the 
spokesman said and advised the 
residents of the houses situated at 
the outer wall of Pacca Qila to shift 
safer places along with their family 
members before start of expected 
heavy rains.(APP)

KASUR: Two persons, a security 
guard and a woman, were found 
dead in a private school in Khara 
Chungi area, here in A-division po-
lice limits.
Police said on Wednesday that un-
identified armed men shot dead a 
guard and woman in the said school.
On getting information, police 
reached the spot and took the bod-
ies into its custody, besides recover-
ing crime weapon,a pistol, from the 
spot. 
The guard was identified as Ali 
Shan (24) r/o Sheikh Ammad vil-
lage, while the identification of 22 
year old woman was being ascer-
tained, said the police.
Meanwhile, DPO Kasur ,Sohaib 
Ashraf took notice of the incident 
and reached the spot along with SP 
investigation Abdul Wahab. Punjab 
forensic team was collecting evi-
dence from the crime scene.
Concerned police launched investi-
gation into the crime incident.
Meanwhile, DPO Kasur ,Sohaib 
Ashraf took notice of the incident 
and reached the spot along with SP 
investigation Abdul Wahab. (APP)

LAHORE: A seven-day nutrition 
awareness camp concluded at Haji 
Camp in which the Punjab Food 
Authority (PFA) gave dietary guide-
lines to pilgrims after their medical 
examination and nutrition counsel-
ling.
PFA Director General Shoaib Khan 
Jadoon Tuesday visited the camp to 
review arrangements for pilgrims.
It was pertinent to mention here that 
the camp was set up for two-day 
which was extended to seven days 
on the request of pilgrims.
On this occasion, pilgrims appreci-
ated the food authority for setting 
up a week-long camp.
The PFA teams conducted screened 
tests free for blood pressure, weight, 
height and body mass index.

A team of the PFA nutrition experts 
provided free consultancy to pil-
grims regarding balanced diet while 
diet charts, booklets and pamphlets 
were also distributed among them.
Shoaib Jadoon said the purpose of 
camp was to raise awareness about 
the choice of nutritious food to 
maintain good health during Hajj. 
He urged pilgrims to use maximum 
nutritious fruits, vegetables and wa-
ter during Hajj.
For more information on healthy 
and nutritious foods, watch “Ghiza 
Ki Baat” programme onthe Face-
book page of PFA every Wednesday 
and Thursday, he added.
Haji Camp Coordinator Ahmed Ali 
admired the PFA for organising the 
camp for pilgrims.  (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: After a successful 
negotiation between Suzuki van as-
sociation with Deputy Commissioner 
Abbottabad and district administra-
tion with the consultation of the Re-
gional Transport Authority (RTA) on 
Wednesday issued a revised fare list 
for districts where local and intercity 
fares have been increased. In the wake 
of the petroleum and Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG) price hike district 

administration with the consultation 
of RTA decided to increase the fares 
of local and intercity routes as well. 
According to the revised fare list, 
from Abbottabad to Supply, Mandian, 
Nawanshahr, Dobhattar, Kakul Main 
Gate, Muslim Abad and Banda Amlok 
new fare would be Rs30 while from 
Nawanshahr Banni to Ayub Medical 
Complex (AMC) new fare would also 
be Rs30. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Most parts of the 
country including Federal capital 
are expected to receive monsoon 
rains from June 29, Pakistan Meteo-
rological Department (PMD) Direc-
tor General Mehar Sahibzada Khan 
said on Wednesday.
Heavy rainfall during monsoon may 
trigger flash flooding in hilly and ur-
ban areas, he said while speaking to 
ptv news.
He said that the National and Pro-
vincial Disaster Management Au-
thorities following the Pakistan Me-
teorological Department’s weather 
alerts of torrential rains have issued 
directives to the departments con-
cerned to scale up disaster man-
agement activities to cope with the 
impending risk of flooding in urban 
areas. All federal and provincial 

disaster management authorities 
asked to take precautionary mea-
sures to deal with the possible cat-
astrophic effects of the expected 
monsoon rains, he said.
Replying to a question, he said the 
monsoon rains would bring down 
the temperature in cities at night, 
adding that the pre-monsoon rains 
with strong winds has turned the 
weather pleasant in Islamabad and 
brought the temperature consider-
ably down.
He also warned that heavy mon-
soon rains might generate flash ur-
ban flooding in big cities of Lahore, 
Gujranwala and Faisalabad, adding 
that the authority was also put on 
high alert to deal with any emer-
gency and flash flood in Nallah Lai 
during monsoon season. (APP)
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Pakistan, IMF reach deal  
for release of US $1b tranche

Education deptt, EMA asked to ensure 
quality education in schools

EU’s monitoring mission arrives in to 
assess GSP+ implementation status

Anti-polio drive in Khyber on June 27

PTA conducts QoS survey in Punjab, 
Sindh, KPK, Balochistan, AJ&K

Sellers, buyers of sacrificial animals  
to be provided security: SSP

Two women injured

Admin completes 
desilting of rainwater 

nullahs

Nano exhibition held

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
reached a deal for the release of a 
US$1 billion tranche, the officials of 
the Finance Ministry confirmed on 
Wednesday.
The IMF nodded in affirmative to 
the budgetary adjustments for the 
next fiscal year.
The Finance Ministry officials said 
that the Fund agreed to the budget-
ary estimates set for the next fiscal 
year as well as the economic poli-
cies of the country.
They said the Fund would release a 

handout confirming the staff level 
deal between the both sides.
Just two days ago, Finance Minister 
Miftah Ismail had said that the deal 
would be finalized with IMF in a day 
or so .
Miftah had held talks with the Fund.
Pakistani rupee was continuously 
falling down due to the uncertain 
situation because the deal had got-
ten delay because of the differences 
between the government and the 
Fund over budgetary adjustments. 
The IMF had demanded further in-
crease in the oil prices.
On Tuesday, the officials in the Fi-
nance Ministry said that that a brief-
ing was expected tonight in which 
the officials of the Fund would be 
informed about the actions taken 
by the government for revival of the 
economy.
The IMF would be informed that 
the subsidy on POL prices had also 
been taken back by government, the 
sources said, citing the officials in 
the ministry. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Tariq Salam 
Marwat on Tuesday said that the 
Education Department and Educa-
tion Monitoring Authority (EMA) 
should play their role to ensure the 
provision of quality education and 
conducive learning environment for 
children in all schools across the 
district.
He was chairing a meeting of the 
District Steering Committee. The 
DC further said that with regard to 
the provision of water and other fa-
cilities in schools, the Department 
of Education should ensure facilities 
through PTC funds and conditional 
grants.
He said that the provision of qual-
ity education and services to the 
children was the top priority of the 
district administration; the assistant 
commissioner Abbottabad would 
inspect the schools with regard to 
the land demarcation and ensure a 
solution to the issue. The meeting 
was also briefed by DMO Educa-

tion Monitoring Authority Ansar 
Mahmood about the performance 
of May 2022 and the performance of 
the previous steering committee and 
the implementation of the minutes.
The DC Abbottabad issued instruc-
tions to the Education Department 
for the provision of facilities in 
schools, he also directed to ensure 
strict action against staff absent 
from duty and other violations.
He also issued instructions to the 
DEOs and DMOs regarding the im-
provement of schools and monitor-
ing systems while the EMA and Ed-
ucation Department were directed 
to repair and upgrade buildings of 
different schools.
The meeting was attended by ADC 
Finance and Planning Abbas Afridi, 
DMO Education Monitoring Author-
ity Ansar Mahmood, AC Abbottabad 
Saqlain Saleem, AAC-1 Ali Sher, 
AAC-3 Shirk Yar Khan Toro, repre-
sentative district education office, 
district accounts office and SDO 
CNW. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A European Union 
(EU) monitoring mission compris-
ing officials from the European 
External Action Service (EEAS) 
arrived in Pakistan on Wednesday 
to assess the effective implemen-
tation of 27 international conven-
tions to which Pakistan is a signa-
tory.
The delegation also includes the 
European Commission’s Director-
ates-General for Trade and Em-
ployment, Social Affairs, and In-
clusion, said a statement issued by 
the EU’s mission in Pakistan.
The GSP+ (Generalized Scheme 
of Preferences Plus) provides 
wide-ranging tariff preferences for 
imports to the EU from vulnerable 
developing countries to support 
poverty eradication, sustainable 
development, and their participa-
tion in the global economy and re-
inforce good governance.
Eligible countries like Pakistan can 
export goods to the EU market at 
zero duties for 66% of tariff lines. 
This preferential status is condi-
tional on GSP+ countries demon-
strating tangible progress on the 
implementation of 27 international 
conventions on human and labor 
rights, environmental protection, 
climate change, and good gover-

nance. 
Executive Vice-President and 
Commissioner for Trade Valdis 
Dombrovskis in 2021 “For five de-
cades, the EU GSP has supported 
vulnerable countries to grow sus-
tainably by giving them preferen-
tial access to the EU market. 
It has also helped beneficiary 
countries to diversify their econ-
omies and create jobs. It has also 
galvanized beneficiary countries 
into improving human and labor 
rights, the environment, and good 
governance”. 
Vice President Josep Borrell Fon-
telles said, “The GSP scheme is all 
about the EU’s and Pakistan’s joint 
commitment to sustainable devel-
opment.
“ According to the statement, 
GSP+ has been very beneficial 
for Pakistani businesses, increas-
ing their exports to the EU market 
by 65% since the country joined 
GSP+ in 2014. The European Sin-
gle Market, with over 440 million 
consumers, is Pakistan’s most im-
portant destination. 
Pakistan exports worth EUR 5.4 
billion (approx. PKR 1.2 trillion), 
including garments, bed linen, ter-
ry towels, hosiery, leather, sports, 
and surgical goods. (APP)

KHYBER: A seven-day anti-polio 
campaign is going to start on June 
27 in district Khyber in which more 
than 231,000 children below the age 
of five years will be administered 
anti-polio drops.
About 967 polio teams have been 
constituted, which will visit door to 
door to ensure administering an-
ti-polio drops to the children.
In this connection, a meeting was 
held under the chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner Shah Fahad 
in the office of Deputy Commission-
er regarding anti-polio campaign. 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(General) Noor Wali Khan, District 
Health Officer Dr. Zafar Ali Khan 
and other concerned stakeholders 

the meeting.
A comprehensive briefing was giv-
en on the polio campaign , security 
arrangements and awareness cam-
paign to make the anti-polio drive 
successful.
The meeting was informed that po-
lice and Frontier Corps will provide 
security to polio teams.
Deputy Commissioner has given a 
special task to concerned officials to 
persuade parents who are reluctant 
to give anti-polio drops due to mis-
conception.
The district administration of Khy-
ber has appealed to the people to 
get their children vaccinated against 
polio so that their children can avoid 
permanent disability for life. (APP)

SLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) has carried 
out an independent Quality of Ser-
vice (QoS) Survey in 15 cities and 
8 Motorways/Highways/Inter City 
Roads of Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Balochistan and Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJ&K) in 
order to measure the performance 
and quality of Cellular Mobile Op-
erators’ (CMOs) services being pro-
vided to their customers.
During the survey, the licensed KPIs 
of voice, network coverage, SMS 

and mobile broadband and data 
were checked using state of the 
art automated QoS Monitoring and 
benchmarking tools, said a news 
release issued here on Wednesday. 
The drive test teams selected survey 
routes in such a manner to cover 
main roads, service roads and the 
majority of sectors, colonies in areas 
being survey. Based upon the com-
pliance level of each KPI against 
threshold defined in the respec-
tive licenses and QoS Regulations, 
(APP)

FAISALABAD: Senior Superinten-
dent Police (SSP) Punjab highway 
Patrol Faisalabad region Mirza An-
jum Kamal directed for taking mea-
sures to provide security to sellers as 
well as buyers of sacrificial animals 
on the occasion of Eid-ul-Adha.
During his surprise visit to pa-
trolling post Jasuana bungalow here 
on Wednesday, he said that neces-
sary steps should be taken to control 
theft incidents of sacrificial animals.
He said that national highways 
would be made safe and sound for 
passengers as crime incidents on 
national highways would not be tol-
erated at any cost.  
He directed the officers to remain 

vigilant during patrol duty and keep 
a vigil eye on anti-social elements 
and black spots besides updating 
details of proclaimed offenders.
Earlier, the SSP checked attendance 
of staff, discipline, and cleanliness 
of weapons and police posts and 
the situation of crimes in the region. 
SSP also directed for making strict 
security arrangements of worship 
places in beat areas.
He asked the people to contact pa-
trol police help line 1124 or emer-
gency help line 15 in case of animal 
theft and any other emergency.  He 
also appreciated the best perform-
ers by awarding them certificates 
and prizes. (APP)

FAISALABAD: A woman and her 
daughter were injured in a roof col-
lapse incident in the area of Saddar 
Sammundri police station.
Rescue 1122 spokesman said on 
Wednesday that the dilapidated roof 
of the house of one Shehbaz caved 
in due to heavy rain in Chak No.
469-GB.Consequently, Tanveer Bibi 
(50) wife of Shahbaz and her daugh-
ter Shabana (18) received injuries.
The victims were shifted to Sam-
mundri Tehsil Headquarters (THQ) 
hospital where their condition was 
stated stable. (APP)

TANK: In order to cope with any 
emergency situation during recent 
rains, the district administration 
Tank on Wednesday completed 
cleaning and desilting of rainwater 
nullahs and drains.
On the directive of Deputy Com-
missioner Hameedullah Khattak, 
the cleanup operation was in full 
swing across the city and in addition 
the nullahs and drains were also 
cleaned to ensure smooth flow of 
rainwater.
In his remarks, the DC said that the 
initiative was aimed to cope with 
the emergency situation and avoid 
losses to the properties of residents 
during the recent pre-monsoon 
rains.
On the special instructions of Dep-
uty Commissioner, under the super-
vision of Additional Assistant Com-
missioner Shaukat Iqbal cleanup 
work had been carried out to reopen 
the closed rain gutters.
Hameedullah Khattak said that the 
district administration was using 
all its resources and mobilised all 
its staff and machinery for this pur-
pose. (APP)

HYDERABAD: Shaheed Allah 
Buksh Soomro (SABS) University 
of Art, Design and Heritages Jams-
horo organized three day Nano 
Exhibition title “Branding the local 
precuts” at varsity campus from 
Wednesday.
According to university spokesman, 
a group of 20 students of the De-
partment of Communication Design 
under supervision of faculty mem-
ber Muhammad Zaman Bhutto dis-
played their own created brands in 
the exhibition which inaugurated by 
the Vice Chancellor SABS Universi-
ty Prof. Dr. Bhai Khan Shar.
Besides others, the Vice Chancellor 
Shah Abdul Latif University Khair-
pur Mir’s Prof. Dr. Khalil Ahmed 
Ibupoto also paid visit to the exhi-
bition. The idea behind organizing 
such activity is to introduce innova-
tive and latest branding trends for 
products available in market. The 
students designed logos, packaging 
and branded the products such as: 
pizza, kites, match box. (APP)

Pakistan condemns extra-judicial killing of four 
Kashmiris in occupied valley

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly 
condemns the extra-judicial killing 
of four more Kashmiris in fresh acts 
of state-sponsored terrorism by In-
dian occupation forces in Pulwama 
and Baramulla districts of Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK), said a statement by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
Since India’s illegal and unilater-
al actions of 5 August 2019, more 
than 636 Kashmiris have embraced 
martyrdom in fake ‘encounters’ and 
so-called ‘cordon-and-search op-
erations’, the statement added and 
recalled that this year alone, 113 
extra-judicial killings of Kashmiris 
have been recorded.
The intensified military crackdown 
and the rising numbers of extra-ju-
dicial killings in IIOJK are part of 
the extremist anti-Muslim designs 
of the “Hindutva” inspired BJP-RSS 
combined.
Ironically, Kashmiri youth have 
been a specific target of the 900,000 
strong Indian military occupation 
force stationed in the IIOJK.

“India must realize that the use of 
brutal force against the Kashmiri 
people, extra-judicial killings, cus-
todial torture & deaths, forced dis-
appearances, incarceration of Kash-
miri leadership & youth and other 
methods of subjugation have failed 
in the past and will not succeed in 
the future.”
MoFA said in the statement that 
through a dossier unveiled last year, 
Pakistan has provided to the world, 

incontrovertible evidence of the 
gross and systemic oppression and 
human rights violations by the Indi-
an occupation forces in the IIOJK.
Pakistan reiterated its call for an in-
vestigation of extra-judicial killings 
in IIOJK by establishing an indepen-
dent inquiry commission as recom-
mended by the office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights (OHCHR) in its Kashmir 
reports of 2018 and 2019. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A vehicle passing through rain water accumulated on road during rain that 
experienced the Federal Capital. APP photo.
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KARACHI: Pakistan has found a 
new market for its cement exports 
in the United State as exports to Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh fell in the 
first ten months of the current fis-
cal year, while exports to Sri Lanka 
have registered a drop since April.
The DG Khan Cement Company, 
also known as DG Cement, an-
nounced on Monday that it has won 
a contract to supply 0.6 million met-
ric tons of cement per annum to an 
American group and if everything 
goes as expected the volume could 
double soon.
DG Khan Cement Director-Mar-
keting Fared Fazal, KPT Chairman 
Syed Syedain Raza Zaidi and others 
held a press conference at a Karachi 

hotel.
They said the United States has 
emerged as a new market for Paki-
stani cement exports.
Fazal said that it was the first time 
in history that a Pakistani company 
was exporting construction material 
to the United State and the first con-
signment was already being shipped 
from Karachi port as they spoke.
Pakistani cement will arrive in 
Houston in 42 days, he said adding 
that all the procedures had been 
duly followed for the export.
Fazal said that India and Bangladesh 
were two major importers of Paki-
stani cement in the past but India 
has almost suspended the imports 
due to political tensions. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The oil tankers owners 
have demanded a 100% increase in 
their fares for transporting petro-
leum products across the country.
The Oil Tankers and Contractor As-
sociation (OTCA), the body repre-
senting oil tanker owners, said on 
Monday and also issued a three-day 
ultimatum to the government.
In a statement, the OTCA said that 
its demands should be fulfilled with-

in three days otherwise tanker own-
ers would stop supplying furnace oil 
to power plants, and consequently 
power outages will increase in the 
country. They said if the authorities 
fail to listen to them, they will give 
a call for a strike across the country.
The demand comes after the gov-
ernment increased petrol and diesel 
prices three times in as many weeks.
(Agencies)
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Thai oil refiners under heat as  
Bangkok seeks profit-sharing

BANGKOK: Shares in six major 
Thai oil refiners are still under pres-
sure days after the government said 
it was in talks with them for a prof-
it-sharing system to help boost the 
State Oil Fund so that it can contin-
ue to provide subsidies to consum-
ers at a time of spiraling inflation.
Energy Minister Supattanapong 
Punmeechaow said on June 13 that 
the government was in talks with oil 
refiners to help build up that fund, 
which has racked up almost 100 bil-
lion baht ($2.8 billion) in debt.

The government has not finalized 
how much it will ask the oil com-
panies to contribute. National Eco-
nomic and Social Development 
Council chief Danucha Pichayanan 
on Thursday said the system would 
pump 7 billion to 8.5 billion baht 
into state coffers per month for the 
next three months, for a total of up 
to 25.5 billion baht ($722 million). 
But Energy Ministry sources have 
separately told Nikkei Asia that the 
government was only asking for 1 
billion baht per month.

Thailand is not alone in making oil 
companies cooperate on taming 
a rising cost of living. In late May, 
the U.K. decided to impose a wind-
fall tax on oil and gas giants, at the 
rate of 25% of their profits. The tax 
will be phased out when global com-
modity prices settle down.
Shares in Thai Oil, PTTGC, IRPC, 
Bangchak, Esso and Star Petroleum 
Refining have tumbled 10% to 18% 
since Supattanapong’s announce-
ment.
“The falling value of share prices of 
the six companies is worth a total 
66 billion baht as of June 17. That 
is much more than the profit mar-
gin the government expected to cut 
from the refineries,” said an analyst 
at Kasikorn Research Center.
The State Oil Fund was set up de-
cades ago as a mechanism to con-
trol oil prices. Sources at the En-
ergy Ministry said the government 
wants to keep the price of diesel at 
its current cap of 35 baht per liter. 
This compares with a global average 
price of 66 baht per liter from early 
March to the middle of this month, 
according to Globalpetrolprices.
com. (Agencies)

Sri Lanka is no longer able to buy oil: PM

UK house prices leap 12.4% to hit an 
average £281,000

Emirates Development Bank to boost 
lending to $1.36bn by end of 2022

SBP links economic growth with  
external buffers, policy continuation

Qatar Airways to restructure flight 
schedules during Fifa World Cup

Canada is banning 
single-use plastics

Saudi businessmen 
visit LCCI

Pakistan finds cement market in US as 
exports to Afghanistan, Bangladesh fall

Oil tanker owners demand 100%  
increase in fares

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s prime 
minister says its debt-laden econ-
omy has “collapsed” after months 
of shortages of food, fuel and elec-
tricity, with the South Asian island 
nation unable to even purchase im-
ported oil.
“We are now facing a far more se-
rious situation beyond the mere 
shortages of fuel, gas, electricity and 
food. Our economy has completely 
collapsed. That is the most serious 
issue before us today,” Prime Minis-
ter Ranil Wickremesinghe told Par-
liament.
Mr Wickremesinghe is also the fi-
nance minister tasked with stabilis-
ing the economy, which is struggling 
under the weight of heavy debts, 
lost tourism revenue, surging com-
modity costs and other effects of the 
coronavirus-induced slowdown.

“Currently, the Ceylon Petroleum 
Corporation is $700 million in debt,” 
he told politicians.
“As a result, no country or organisa-
tion in the world is willing to provide 
fuel to us. They are even reluctant to 
provide fuel for cash.”
Mr Wickremesinghe said the govern-
ment had failed to act in time to turn 
the situation around, as Sri Lanka’s 
foreign reserves dwindled. (Agen-
cies)

LONDON: Average house prices in 
the UK increased by 12.4 per cent 
over the year to April, the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) said.
That was up from an increase of 9.7 
per cent in March 2022.
The average UK house price was 
£281,000 ($344,919) in April, which 
is £31,000 higher than in April 2021.
The figures come as the country 
wrestles with a cost of living crisis, 
growing inflation — currently stand-
ing at 9.1 per cent — and the threat 
of major strikes. The country has 
already been brought to a standstill 
this week by the biggest rail strike in 
a generation.
Some property professionals pointed 
to more recent figures indicating a 
softening in the housing market.
They also highlighted a nervousness 
about taking on debt when it is un-

clear when the living costs surge will 
start to level out.
Chris Jenkins, prices statistician for 
the ONS, said: “While annual growth 
nudged up again in April, this was 
mainly due to falls seen at this time 
last year from changes in the previ-
ous stamp duty holiday.” 
Wales and Scotland saw the highest 
growth with London growing the 
slowest.
Average house prices increased over 
the year in England to £299,000 (11.9 
per cent), in Wales to £212,000 (16.2 
per cent), in Scotland to £188,000 
(16.2 per cent), and in Northern Ire-
land to £165,000 (10.4 per cent).
Mr Jenkins added: “Rental prices 
continue to grow steadily overall. 
However, while still lagging other na-
tions and regions, growth in London 
continues to pick up.” (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Emirates Develop-
ment Bank, the state-owned lender 
focused on financing companies in 
key industrial sectors, aims to boost 
its funding to Dh5 billion ($1.36bn) 
by the end of this year from about 
Dh2bn it has lent so far, chief exec-
utive Ahmed Al Naqbi said.
The Abu Dhabi-based lender plans 
to top the Dh5bn financing level next 
year and in 2024, as it presses for-
ward towards its target of Dh30bn in 
total funding before the end of 2025, 
Mr Al Naqbi told The National on 
Tuesday.
“Since the relaunch of our strategy 
… we’re right around the Dh2bn 
mark of financing of the approved 
loans that we have,” he said on the 
sidelines of Make it in the Emirates 
forum in Abu Dhabi.
“Now this year alone, we plan on 
approving a total of approximately 
Dh5bn [in funding]. We have about 
Dh3bn [more] to go before the year 
end … and that’s what we’re going to 
be giving out.”

The lender aims to reach about 20 
per cent of its overall funding target 
before the end of this year and Mr 
Al Naqbi expects EDB financing ac-
tivity to pick up pace further in 2023 
and in 2024.
“Next year, you can expect that 
there’ll be a small increase. How 
much we expect we haven’t decided 
… but we do expect a small increase 
for 2023 and then similarly in 2024,” 
he said.
The planned funding is purely from 
the bank’s own balance sheet. Lend-
ing support and credit guarantees it 
offers through commercial banking 
channels will be on top of that, he 
said. (Agencies)

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
has said that the economy posted 
tremendous growth in FY-2021 and 
FY-22. However, the central bank 
also cautioned that in the future, 
the economic stability will depend 
on successfully navigating external 
challenges like balance of payment 
and policy continuation.
The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
has issued the Financial Stability 
Review (FSR) for CY21. The review 
presents the performance and risk 
assessment of various segments of 
the financial sector including banks, 
non-bank financial institutions, fi-
nancial markets, financial market 
infrastructures and non-financial 
corporates.
The report added that in the future, 
the economic stability would rely 
upon “strength of external buffers,” 
policy continuity, and global com-
modity price.
The banking sector will successful-

ly sustain the “adverse economic 
shocks” in the next three years.
“Amid the dynamic and challenging 
environment both at domestic and 
global fronts, SBP, will continue to 
undertake initiatives … and remains 
vigilant to the emerging risks.”
The report said the global economic 
recovery post Covid-19 continued in 
2021 on the back of strong response 
to the pandemic and extensive vacci-
nation drives. 
“However, supply chain disruptions 
fueled inflationary pressures and the 
recurring waves of new COVID-19 
variants continued to pose challeng-
es to the global economic activity and 
financial markets,” the report added.
The review highlights that the do-
mestic economy navigated through 
two COVID-19 waves during CY21 
without significant impact due to ef-
fective management of the pandem-
ic, which facilitated a strong revival 
in economic activity. (Agencies)

DOHA: Qatar Airways will restruc-
ture its flight schedule temporarily 
to handle a surge in passenger traf-
fic expected during the Fifa World 
Cup in Doha later this year.
The airline will restructure flight 
arrival and departure schedules to 
deal with the “huge rush” of travel-
lers it anticipates during the football 
tournament, group chief executive 
Akbar Al Baker said in Doha on 
Tuesday.
“We have to withdraw from many 
destinations in order to relieve ca-
pacity and make room for others 
[airlines] also to come to Doha and 
utilise the slots, which otherwise 
would be nearly impossible to sus-
tain, and this would happen during 
just the 30-day period,” he said 
during a closing press conference 

at the annual meeting of the Inter-
national Air Transport Association 
(Iata).
The airline will also call on partners 
in which it holds minority stakes to 
operate some flights on its behalf, 
he said. Qatar Airways is the larg-
est single shareholder in British 
Airways owner IAG and has also 
acquired shares in Hong Kong’s 
Cathay Pacific, China Southern Air-
lines and Chile-based Latam Air-
lines. 
Earlier, Qatar Airways announced 
that it had entered into partnerships 
with fellow GCC airlines to launch 
daily services for Fifa World Cup 
ticket holders.
The sporting event will take place 
from November 21 to December 18.  
(Agencies)

OTTAWA: Canada is banning the 
manufacture and import of sin-
gle-use plastics by the end of the 
year, the government announced on 
Monday, in a major effort to combat 
plastic waste and address climate 
change.
The ban will cover items like 
checkout bags, cutlery, straws, and 
food-service ware made from or 
containing plastics that are hard to 
recycle, with a few exceptions for 
medical reasons. It will come into 
effect in December 2022, and the 
sale of those items will be prohibit-
ed as of December 2023 to provide 
businesses in Canada enough time 
to transition and to deplete existing 
stocks, the government said.
Single-use plastics make up most of 
the plastic waste found on Canadian 
shorelines. Up to 15 billion plastic 
checkout bags are used each year 
and approximately 16 million straws 
are used every day, according to gov-
ernment data.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who 
vowed in 2019 to phase out plastics, 
said the ban will eliminate more than 
1.3 million tons of plastic waste over 
the next decade — the equivalent of 
1 million garbage bags of trash. “We 
promised to ban harmful single-use 
plastics, and we’re keeping that 
promise,” Trudeau wrote in a tweet 
on Monday. (Agencies)

LAHORE: A high-level delegation 
of Saudi businessmen and investors 
visited the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry to explore new av-
enues for joint ventures and invest-
ment opportunities in Pakistan.
LCCI President Mian Nauman 
Kabir, along with Senior Vice Pres-
ident Mian Rehman Aziz Chan and 
Vice President Haris Ateeq, warm-
ly welcomed the delegation and 
presented the address of welcome. 
Fahad Al Bash was leading the del-
egation while Commercial Attaché, 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia Mubsher 
Alshehry and LCCI Executive Com-
mittee Members also spoke on the 
occasion. Saudi delegation, having 
members from construction, infra-
structure, energy, tourism, and phar-
maceuticals, also held B2B meetings 
with the LCCI members to pave way 
for new business ventures in various 
sectors of economy.
The head of the delegation Fahad Al 
Bash on the occasion said that Saudi 
businessmen aimed to explore trade 
and investment opportunities in Pa-
kistan. He said that there is a huge 
support from both the governments 
for the business communities to 
work and there is a lot of potential 
in the economies to tap into for both 
countries. (APP)
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- It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.
ARIES: Let yourself fall into a rab-
bit hole this week, Aries. As you 
seek to nurture yourself with wis-
dom and adventure, making some 
adjustments to your routine could 
help open you up to an exciting 
new world of knowledge. It’s also a 
great time to create your own fun 
at home.  
TAURUS: Conversations with fami-
ly will be the focus this week, Tau-
rus. Seize the opportunity to recon-
nect with loved ones and enjoy each 
other’s company as you reminisce 
about your shared past. You could 
set out to learn something about 
your family history or perhaps even 
arrange a reunion. Meanwhile, no 
matter your relationship status, 
you’ll want to give the object of 
your affection your full attention. 
If you’re single, you could enjoy a 
little mystery while attracting an 
enchanting stranger.  
GEMINI: Consider all the possi-
bilities, Gemini. You may find that 
you’re feeling extra hopeful this 

week, especially when it comes to 
matters of the heart. Single Gemi-
nis will have the chance to fill their 
social calendars — and perhaps 
meet a few potential love interests 
in the process. 
CANCER: Your sensitivity is an 
asset not a weakness, Cancer. So 
if you’re feeling like you need to 
retreat from the world, take a mo-
ment to recuperate in solitude this 
week. You’re stronger than you give 
yourself credit for; you just need to 
learn to lean on your intuition a lit-
tle more. 
LEO: Now is the time for intro-
spection and self-forgiveness, Leo. 
You’re feeling contemplative this 
week, and may be called to cleanse 
your emotional world and reflect 
on your connection to all things 
spiritual. A puzzling problem at 
work could help get the wheels in 
your mind turning as well, with po-
tentially groundbreaking solutions 
emerging from unusual places at 
home.  
VIRGO: Pivotal conversations re-
garding your career await this 
week, Virgo. If you’ve been working 

hard to achieve a professional goal, 
connecting with your loved ones 
could be just the thing that helps 
you open up and unwind so you can 
make positive steps.
LIBRA: Allow yourself to be vulner-
able and you could be pleasantly 
surprised, Libra. Opening up about 
your inner world or even talking 
about your faith could help you 
build new friendships with people 
who share your perspectives. If a 
project at work has been lingering, 
you may finally be able to wrap it 
up with a bow this week.  

SCORPIO: Your mind craves stimu-
lation, Scorpio. Keep it satisfied and 
sharp by investing time in learning 
skills that could fuel your profes-
sional progress. 
SAGITTARIUS: Let your passion 
be heard, Sagittarius — just make 
sure you find the right way to share 
your ideas with the world. If you 
focus on consistently opening new 
dialogues, you could gain fresh in-
sights and make some friends as 
you go. This week, you may also 
find yourself adopting a new atti-
tude toward change, allowing you 
to adjust more easily in turbulent 
times. 
CAPRICORN: Try not to put so 
much pressure on yourself and 
those you care about, Capricorn. 
You may be tempted to look for 
hidden meaning in messages this 
week, but if you can learn to let 
go of what you can’t control, you’ll 
be on the right path to achieving 
self-love. With relationships on the 
brain, you’ll also gain a better un-
derstanding of the balance of giving 
and receiving within some of yours.  
ACQUARIUS: It’s OK to let some 

things slide, Aquarius. The high 
standards you hold yourself to are 
commendable, but they can also be 
detrimental to your mental health. 
It’s impossible for you to accom-
plish every goal you set for yourself 
this week, so take a break and al-
low yourself to live in the here and 
now. You’ll be able to refocus your 
energy and prioritize with wisdom 
as your health and work zone ig-
nites in the sky.  
PISCES: People notice your pas-
sionate spirit, Pisces. Opening up a 
conversation about what drives you 
could help you create some exciting 
connections this week. Use the op-
portunity to foster new friendships 
with people who share your inter-
ests, and you could be on the way 
to forging a new partnership or cir-
cle of colleagues. Meanwhile, if you 
find yourself reaching a creative 
block, don’t fret. Try to leave your 
work-brain behind and reconnect 
with your playful side as you invite 
your inner artist to shine. There are 
tons of thrilling possibilities before 
you. Use your keen mind to map 
out your options.
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Mountaineer Stefi to climb K2, 
Broad Peak without oxygen mask

KP All Pakistan junior Squash 
C’ship begins in city

Badminton summer camp enters 
final phase in Abbottabad

Justis defeats Joe in thrilling heavyweight blockbuster

Jabeur beats Gauff to seal place in Berlin Open final

England’s Fitzpatrick wins after tense battle

Golden State Warriors clinch fourth NBA title

KARACHI: Andorra’s mountain-
eer Stefi Troguet reached Skardu 
to climb the world’s second-highest 
peak K2 and Broad Peak without ox-
ygen mask. 
According to the details, Troguet, 
who belongs to a small country in 
Europe, has planned to climb the 
mountains without oxygen mask. 
On her arrival in Skardu, she met late 
Pakistani mountaineer Mohammad 
Ali Sadpara’s family. She mourned 
the loss of one of the greatest Paki-

stani mountaineers. 
Sajid Sadpara, son of the late moun-
taineer, will accompany Troguet on 
her journey to Broad Peak and then 
K2. The team has departed for the 
base camp from Skardu.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
All Pakistan Junior Squash Champi-
onship got underway here at Qamar 
Zaman Squash Complex on Tuesday.
Secretary sports Muhammad Tahir 
Orakzai was chief guest on this oc-
casion who formally inaugurated 
the Championship. Director General 
Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Khalid 
Khan, former British Open Cham-
pion Qamar Zaman, Secretary KP 
Squash Association Mansoor Zaman, 
coaches Muhammad Waseem, Mun-
awar Zaman, Tahir Iqbal, Alam Zaib, 
Niamat Ullah, Director Blue Tone 
Squash academy Wazir Gul, officials 
were also present.
A total of 120 players from all over 
Pakistan are participating in the 
event. Director Operations Aziz 
Ullah Jan, Administrator Qayyum 
Sports Complex Jaffar Shah were 
also present. Out of 120 players who 
are taking part in this competition, 
64 players are from the U17 category 
and 56 players from the U19 catego-
ry.
This Championship will last for five 

days and the final will be played on 
June 25, 2022.
Speaking to the media Secretary 
Sports and Culture Tahir Khan Or-
akzai appreciated the efforts for 
arranging such a healthy activity 
and also appreciated Qamar Zaman 
for working hard for the revival of 
squash in KP. First Qualifying Round 
results: All the matches decided in 
straight sets (3-0).
Yaseen Khattak (Wapda) beat Tayy-
ab Talib (PB) Malik Azaan (KP) beat 
M Saif (PB) Hamza Irfan (KP) beat 
Nabeel Ahmad (KP) Mehran Ahmed 
(KP) beat Habib Zeb (KP) Omer Ar-
shad (PB) beat Abdul Muqeet (KP) 
Taimoor Khan (KP) beat Mustafa 
Asghar (PB) Junaid Khan (PB) beat 
Faizan Fayyaz (KP) Nawab Shah 
(KP) beat Haseeb Mehboob (PB) 
Arsh Ijaz (KP) beat Shayyan Ad-
nan (KP) Hashir Kifyat (KP) beat 
Shayyan (KP) M Abbas (KP) (Beat) 
Talha Iqbal (KP) Talha Bin Zubair 
(PB) (Bye)Shahzad (KP) beat Abbas 
Ayaz (KP)Abdullah Sadiq (Sindh) 
beat Roman Alam (KP) (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: The 15-day Bad-
minton Summer Training Camp is 
in full swing in Abbottabad in col-
laboration with Directorate General 
Sports, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
District Administration Abbottabad 
and District Badminton Association 
Abbottabad here at indoor hall on 
Tuesday.
Director Development Saleem Raza 
and Tehsil Chairman Malik Junaid 
Tanoli also paid their visit to the 
camp currently in progress under 
two international coaches Muham-
mad Nadeem Khan and Hayatullah, 
both qualified international coaches 
from Malaysia.
A good number of kids of different 
ages including U11, U12, U13, U15, 
U16 and U17 are part of the camps 
which are in progress in two differ-
ent sessions � morning and evening. 
In the morning there are more con-
centration on physical training and 
in the even the camp trainees have 

to go through rigorous drills at the 
net, courts and game training, Mu-
hammad Nadeem, who also coach 
national team players, told APP on 
phone.
He said they held such training 
camps in Swat and now Abbottabad 
and have planned more in other di-
visional headquarters to search out 
new talent and ensure them due op-
portunities of international coach-
ing at the door steps so that they 
could be able to shine at national 
and international levels.
He said they are imparting basics of 
badminton while the main focus is 
on physical strength that is lacking 
in our players mostly, Hayat Ullah, a 
qualified physical trainer, said.
Training Badminton Basic Skills and 
Matches were organized and special 
tips were given in practical. Nadeem 
said that by organizing sports, youth 
are attracted towards positive activ-
ities by avoiding many evils. (APP)

FLORIDA: Justis Huni has claimed a 
big win over Joe Goodall in an enter-
taining heavyweight blockbuster in 
Brisbane on Wednesday night.
The 23-year-old improved to 6-0 as a 
professional with a unanimous deci-
sion victory (100-90, 98-92, 98-93) in 
the action-packed affair.
As expected, Goodall was in Huni’s 
face all night but the Brisbane prod-

uct’s handspeed and boxing skills 
were too much for his opponent.
Huni’s team flagged the possibility of 
Goodall making things ugly and that 
was the case at times as the referee 
preferred to let them fight out of the 
clinch more often than not, making 
for a messy affair.
Despite the roughhousing from 
Goodall’s end, Huni was still able to 

land shots as the Kevin Barry-trained 
29-year-old came in and out of range.
Goodall had some bright moments 
but Huni by far got the better of the 
majority of exchanges, finding joy 
with a range of punches - left hooks 
to the body drew regular winces 
from the crowd.
Huni’s shots began to tell on Good-
all’s face through the middle rounds 
as swelling appeared, particularly 
around his left eye.
An accidental head clash cut Huni in 
the ninth round, although given the 
Goodall’s persistent pressure and 
Huni’s willingness to trade with him 
in the pocket, it was almost a sur-
prise it didn’t happen earlier.
While Huni wasn’t able to completely 
silence his doubters who believe he 
doesn’t have the power to reach the 
top of the division, he showed plenty 
of his growth and development since 
his last outing 12 months ago. (Agen-
cies)

BERLIN: Top seed Ons Jabeur will 
face Olympic champion Belinda 
Bencic in the Berlin Open final after 
the Tunisian saw off American teen-
ager Coco Gauff in straight sets on 
Saturday.

After grinding out a win when the 
first set went to a tie breaker, Jabeur 
kept Gauff under pressure, break-
ing the teenager three times before 
converting her second match point.
It brought to an end the 18-year-

old’s best run yet in a grass-court 
tournament. 
“You have to be this good to beat 
Coco, you know. She’s a great play-
er,” Jabeur said after the 7-6, 6-2 
win.
Jabuer also insisted she had “no ex-
pectations” of her first grass tour-
nament of the season while paying 
tribute to the Tunisian fans. “Ev-
erywhere I go they’re always here, 
they’re chanting all the time, it’s 
amazing,” she added.
Jabeur will play her fourth final in 
a season where she has reached a 
career-high ranking of fourth in the 
world and became the first African 
and first Arab player to win a WTA 
1000 event at last month’s Madrid 
Open. (Agencies)

BROOKLINE: England’s Matt Fitz-
patrick produced a moment of mag-
ic on his way to claiming his first 
major title and a historic double in 
the 122nd US Open at Brookline.
A shot behind playing partner Will 
Zalatoris with six holes to play, Fitz-
patrick sank a 15-metre putt for 
birdie across the 13th green to draw 
level and briefly moved two shots 
clear with another on the 15th.
World number one Scottie Scheffler 
closed to within one with a birdie on 
the 17th and Zalatoris did likewise 

on the 16th, but the American ago-
nisingly missed from four metres for 
another on the 18th to force a play-
off.
The victory means Fitzpatrick joins 
18-time major winner Jack Nicklaus 
as the only players to win the US 
Amateur and US Open on the same 
course, with Nicklaus doing so at 
Pebble Beach in 1961 and 1972.
With his brother Alex on the bag, 
Fitzpatrick won the US Amateur at 
Brookline in 2013, the same year 
Justin Rose became the last English-

man to win the US Open at Merion.
For the second major in succession, 
Fitzpatrick, 27, contested the clos-
ing round from the final group. 
Having partnered Mito Pereira in 
the US PGA at Southern Hills last 
month.
On that occasion a closing 73 meant 
he missed out on the play-off be-
tween Zalatoris and Justin Thomas 
by two shots. 
With Thomas securing his sec-
ond US PGA title in the three-hole 
shootout. (Agencies)

BOSTON: The Golden State War-
riors Thursday defeated the Bos-
ton Celtics to win their fourth NBA 
championship in the last eight years 
at TD Garden.
In game six, the Warriors triumphed 
103-90, clinching the series 4-2.
They are also the first team to move 
from the league’s weakest team to 

a title in two years, having finished 
2019-20 with a dismal 15-50 record.
For the first time, Stephen Curry, 
who was twice the most valuable 
player during the regular season, 
was named NBA Finals MVP.
The 34-year-old point guard aver-
aged 31.2 points per game in the 
six games, including 34 points, sev-

en assists, and seven rebounds in 
Thursday’s win. 
Golden State won the NBA title for 
the first time in four years, with 
Andrew Wiggins scoring 18 points 
and Jordan Poole 15 points. They 
also won the title in 2015, 2017, and 
2018, but lost in the finals in 2016 
and 2019 before missing. (Agencies)
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Russian FM Lavrov to discuss  
Karabakh tensions with Azerbaijan

Monkeypox vaccine maker Bavarian 
ready to meet demand

Indonesia to build new capital city 
by spending $34b 

US to increase defence spending by $37B

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka plans donor conference 
with China, India and Japan

Kuwait targets dozens of media outlets 
amid political tensions

Syria capital airport to resume flights 
after Israeli strike

By-polls pose fresh threat to Boris Johnson

BAKU: Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov will visit Baku this 
week to discuss tensions between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia over the 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, Rus-
sia’s RIA news agency said.
The dispute over Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, a mountainous territory in-
side Azerbaijan controlled since the 
1990s by ethnic Armenians support-
ed by Yerevan, flared in 2020 into a 
six-week war in which Azeri troops 
regained swathes of territory.
Although Russia brokered a cease-
fire and both nations agreed to work 
on a peace plan, the two periodical-
ly accuse each other of firing shells 
across the border, RIA noted.
Lavrov will be in Baku on Thursday 
and Friday to meet President Ilham 
Aliyev and Foreign Minister Jeyhun 
Bayramov.
“The meetings will be devoted, ac-
cording to the Russian foreign min-
istry, to the implementation of the 
2020 trilateral agreements between 

Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan on 
cessation of hostilities,” RIA said.
Delegations from Armenia and 
Azerbaijan met on their interna-
tional border on May 24 in a cho-
reographed step towards ending the 
30-year dispute. 
The peace plan has sparked some-
times violent protests in Armenia 
fueled by opposition claims that 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
was making too many concessions. 
(Agencies)

COPENHAGEN: As the lone lab-
oratory manufacturing a licensed 
vaccine against monkeypox, Dan-
ish company Bavarian Nordic has 
seen its order book fill up as the 
usually rare disease spreads around 
the world.
“The approval we got in 2019, when 
we only sold maybe a few hundred 
doses, all of a sudden became very, 
very relevant for international 
health,” the company’s vice presi-
dent Rolf Sass Sorensen says with 
a smile at the biotech company’s 
headquarters in Copenhagen’s har-
bour.
Bavarian Nordic was caught by 
surprise by the disease’s sudden 
spread earlier this year to dozens of 
countries outside West and Central 
Africa where it had previously been 
generally confined.
But Sorensen says he is confident 
the company can meet global de-
mand even though it only has one 
production facility.“With the cur-

rent demand we can easily supply 
the global market. We have a cou-
ple of million doses in bulk that we 
can put into vials and make sure 
that the current outbreak is han-
dled,” he told AFP in an interview.
Bavarian Nordic has an annual pro-
duction capacity of 30 million vac-
cine doses.
The Danish company’s smallpox 
vaccine, marketed as Imvanex in 
Europe, Jynneos in the US and Im-
vamune in Canada, is a third-gen-
eration serum (a live vaccine that 
does not replicate in the human 
body).
It has been licensed in Europe since 
2013. It was designed against small-
pox in adults, a disease considered 
eradicated some 40 years ago, and 
requires two doses for inoculation. 
According to Sorensen, the vaccine 
is in stock “in many countries” and 
can also be used against monkey-
pox, both before and after exposure 
to the virus. (Agencies)

JAKARTA: Indonesia plans to move 
its capital to East Kalimantan, from 
Jakarta, to bring more wealth and 
development outside of the wealthi-
est island of Java. Indonesia will start 
construction of government build-
ings at its new capital in August, 
as President Joko Widodo pushes 
ahead with his $34 billion ambition 
to build the city from scratch.
The Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Basuki Hadimuljono told 
Jokowi as the president visited the 
site where the state palace would be 
built. The government will also start 
developing infrastructure at Nusan-
tara, as the capital will be known, 
including water systems, sanitation 

and toll roads, the minister said.
Indonesia plans to move its capital 
to East Kalimantan, from Jakarta, to 
bring more wealth and development 
outside of the wealthiest island of 
Java. Nusantara is being planned as 
an environmentally-friendly city that 
will use entirely renewable energy, 
despite criticism that its construction 
could threaten one of the world’s 
oldest rainforests.
“What is most important is that we 
want to be Indonesia-centric, not Ja-
va-centric,” Jokowi said on Wednes-
day. “When we draw a line from west 
to east and north to south, the center 
point is this East Kalimantan prov-
ince.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US House of 
Representatives Armed Services 
Committee has backed a proposal 
to increase spending for the Depart-
ment of Defense by $37 billion on 
top of the record $773 billion pro-
posed by President Joe Biden.
The vote paved the way for a Pen-
tagon budget of at least $810 billion 
next year after the Senate Armed 
Services Committee already backed 
a $45-billion increase in its version 
of the bill.
The two chambers will decide the 
ultimate level when they meet in 
conference on the bill at an unde-
cided date.
The vote in favor of the $37-billion 
amendment to the annual National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
was 42-17, as more than a dozen 
Democrats joined Republicans in fa-
vor of higher spending. The amend-
ment included $2.5 billion to help 

pay higher fuel costs, $550 million 
for Ukraine, funding for five ships, 
eight Boeing Co-made F-18 Super 
Hornet fighter jets, five Lockheed 
Martin Co-made C-130 Hercules 
planes, and about $1 billion for four 
Patriot missile units.
Speaking of the current internation-
al situation including the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict and North 
Korean (DPRK) missile tests, Dem-
ocratic Representative Jared Golden 
said in a statement after the vote 
that the additional funding is neces-
sary to meet the security challenges 
of our time, The Hill reported.  
Biden requested a record peacetime 
national defense budget of $813 bil-
lion which earmarked $773 billion 
for the Pentagon. About $40 billion 
of Biden’s national defense budget 
is set aside for other national secu-
rity-related programs at the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. (Agencies)

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will call 
China, India and Japan to a donor 
conference to drum up more for-
eign assistance to find a way out of 
its worsening economic crisis, the 
prime minister said, amid ongoing 
talks with the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF).
The island nation of 22 million peo-
ple is struggling with its worst finan-
cial crisis in seven decades, unable to 
import essentials including food, fuel 
and medicines because of a severe 
shortage of foreign exchange.
The dearth of basic necessities and 
spiralling inflation has stroked pub-
lic unrest, pushing Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe’s government 
to redouble efforts to bring in assis-
tance from the likes of the IMF and 
friendly countries.
“We need the support of India, Japan 
and China who have been historic 
allies. We plan to convene a donor 
conference with the involvement of 
these countries to find solutions for 

Sri Lanka’s crisis,” Wickremesinghe 
told parliament.
“We will also seek help from the US,” 
he said.
A high-level delegation from India 
will arrive on Thursday for talks on 
additional support from New Delhi, 
and a team from the US Treasury 
will visit next week, Wickremesing-
he said. India has so far provided 
around $3 billion worth of assis-
tance, including a $400 million swap 
and credit lines totalling $1.5 billion.
China, which has traditionally jos-
tled with New Delhi for influence 
over the Indian Ocean island, is con-
sidering an appeal from Sri Lanka to 
renegotiate the terms of a yuan-de-
nominated swap worth $1.5 billion to 
fund essential imports.
Negotiations with an IMF team, 
which arrived in Sri Lanka’s com-
mercial capital Colombo this week, 
have made progress, with a staff-lev-
el agreement with the lender likely 
by the end of the month. (Agencies)

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait announced 
the withdrawal of licences and legal 
action against dozens of media out-
lets amid political tensions that saw 
the country’s parliament dissolved.
“The licences of 90 online news sites 
have been withdrawn and 73 media 
outlets have been referred to the 
state prosecution over the past two 
weeks due to violations of the law,” 
the information ministry said.
The outlets were targeted for alleged 
violations including “spreading false 
news”, an official said on condition 
of anonymity as he was not autho-
rised to comment on the subject.
Also Wednesday, Kuwait’s crown 
prince said that parliament would 
be dissolved and called for new elec-
tions within months as disputes es-
calate between the legislature and 
cabinet.

Kuwait enjoys relative press freedom 
compared to other Arab countries, 
with around 530 licensed news web-
sites, but has seen occasional media 
crackdowns.
The latest move aims to “prevent the 
violation of laws regulating (the me-
dia) or degeneration into media cha-
os”, the information ministry said on 
Twitter.
Kuwait has been shaken by disputes 
between lawmakers and successive 
governments dominated by the rul-
ing Al-Sabah family for more than a 
decade, with parliaments and cabi-
nets frequently dissolved.
Wednesday’s political moves came 
as 21 opposition MPs were on strike 
in the parliament headquarters over 
delays to legislative sessions and the 
failure to form a new government.
(Agencies)

DAMASCUS: The international 
airport in Syria’s capital will re-
sume flights after nearly two weeks 
following an Israeli airstrike that 
caused serious damage to the facili-
ty, state TV reported.
The outlet quoted the Transporta-
tion Ministry as saying that flights 
will resume at Damascus Interna-
tional Airport on Thursday adding 
that all companies “should schedule 
their arriving and departing flights 
as of this date.”
The June 10 Israeli airstrike caused 
significant damage to infrastructure 
and runways and rendered the main 
runway unserviceable.
Work has been ongoing since then 
to repair the damage and flights 
have been mostly diverted to the in-
ternational airport in the northern 
city of Aleppo, Syria’s largest city.
Israel’s military has declined to 
comment on the Damascus airport 
airstrike. The facility is located just 

south of the capital, where Syrian 
opposition activists say Iran-backed 
militiamen are active and have arms 
depots.
Israel has staged hundreds of strikes 
on targets in Syria over the years but 
rarely acknowledges or discusses 
such operations. The airport strike 
marked a major escalation in Isra-
el’s campaign, further ratcheting up 
tensions between Israel on one side 
and Iran and its Lebanese ally Hez-
bollah on the other.
Israel says it targets bases of Iran-al-
lied militias, such as Hezbollah, 
which has fighters deployed in Syr-
ia fighting on the side of President 
Bashar Assad’s government forces 
and ships arms believed to be bound 
for the militias.
On Tuesday, a flight by private Syri-
an airline Cham Wings landed at an 
airport used by Russia’s military in 
the coastal province of Latakia in 
western Syria. (Agencies)

LONDON: Voters head to the polls 
today in two closely watched UK 
by-elections that risk renewing pres-
sure on beleaguered prime minister 
Boris Johnson following months of 
scandals and setbacks.
His ruling Conservatives are tipped 
to lose both contests, for the par-
liamentary seats of Tiverton and 
Honiton in southwest England and 
Wakefield in the north, after both 
Tory MPs resigned in disgrace.
Tiverton and Honiton’s MP Neil 
Parish quit after admitting watching 
pornography on his phone in the 
House of Commons, while Wake-
field’s Imran Ahmad Khan was 
jailed for sexually assaulting a teen-
age boy. The votes come just weeks 
after Johnson narrowly survived an 
attempt by his own lawmakers to 
oust him as party leader and prime 
minister. The June 6 vote among 
Conservative MPs saw more than 
40% of the parliamentary party des-
ert him, leaving him severely weak-

ened and struggling to reset his tur-
bulent tenure in power.
Johnson has spent months fighting 
for his survival after a series of con-
troversies including the “Partygate” 
saga led many Tories to question 
whether he should remain as leader.
Various opinion polls have shown 
the public think he lied about Covid 
lockdown-breaking events at Down-
ing Street and should resign.
Even before the controversy erupt-
ed last December, the 58-year-old 
Brexit architect saw the loss of two 
once-safe seats in by-elections last 
year. He then scored dismally in 
May’s local elections. Agencies)
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