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LAHORE: The ruling alliance on 
Tuesday has disposed of all specu-
lations regarding the possible disso-
lution of the government following 
PTI’s landslide triumph in the Pun-
jab by-elections, and unanimously 
decided to complete the term of the 
assemblies, and not to hold early 
general elections.
The decision was made in a meet-
ing held under the chairmanship 
of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
in Lahore on Tuesday, which was 
attended by the PDM leaders and 
allied partners to discuss the post 
Punjab by-polls situation and future 
strategies.
Party sources privy to the matter 
said that during the meeting a con-
sensus has been reached that pres-
ent assemblies will complete their 
terms and the government will not 
announce the early general elec-
tions under any pressure from Im-
ran khan.

The PDM leadership strongly con-
demned Imran Khan’s criticism 
of the institutions and  decided to 
make efforts to save the chief min-
istership in Punjab, said the sources.
The top leadership of the ruling alli-
ance, including JUI-F chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman, PPP leader Asif Ali 
Zardari, MQM-P’s Khalid Maqbool 
Siddiqui and Wasim Akhtar, feder-
al minister Tariq Bashir Cheema 
from the PML-Q (Shujaat group), 
Mian Iftikhar Hussain of the ANP, 
Shah Owais Noorani of Jamiat 
Ulema-i-Pakistan, Jamhoori Watan 
Party’s Shahzain Bugti, Punjab CM 
Hamza Shehbaz, PML-N federal 
ministers Marriyum Aurangzeb, 
Fahd Hussain, Azam Nazir Tarar 
and Saad Rafique, and former Na-
tional Assembly speaker Sardar 
Ayaz Sadiq, attended the meeting 
hosted by Prime Minister Shar-
if at his Model Town residence.  
(Agencies)

KARACHI: The US dollar on 
Wednesday showed no respite to 
the local currency and continued its 
upward trend to reach Rs226, an all-
time high record.
According to details, the dollar was 
being traded around Rs226 against 
the PKR on the third day of the week 
as compared to the previous close of 
221.99. A day earlier, the dollar also 
gained a whopping Rs6.79 in the in-
terbank amid political uncertainty 
in the country.
In the last three trading sessions, 
the local currency has lost over Rs14 
against the greenback.
In last three trading sessions, the 
local currency has lost over Rs14 

against the greenback.  Earlier, 
during intraday trading, the US dol-
lar for the first time, broke past the 
Rs220 psychological barrier after 
negative change in credit ratings 
from both Moody’s and Fitch.
During intraday trading of the US 
dollar in the interbank on Tuesday, 
the dollar became dearer by Rs5.8 to 
climb to an unprecedented height of 
Rs221. 
It peaked at Rs224 before it closed 
lower at the end of the day.
This came a day after the US dol-
lar had reached an all-time high of 
Rs215.20 in interbank trading as per 
data released by the State Bank of 
Pakistan. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has report-
ed 7 deaths in the last 24 hours by 
novel coronavirus as the number of 
confirmed positive cases has surged 
to 1,547,795. The nationwide tally of 
fatalities has jumped to 30,452 on 
Wednesday.
According to the latest figures by 
the National Institute of Health 
(NIH), at least 592 persons were 
tested positive for COVID-19 across 
the country in the past 24 hours.
Pakistan has conducted 21,264 tests 
in the past 24 hours out of which 592 
persons were tested positive for the 

disease. The COVID Positivity Ratio 
was recorded at 2.78 percent.
 Meanwhile, as compared to the pre-
vious day’s record of zero deaths, 
during the last 24 hours, seven more 
deaths were reported which brings 
up the death toll to 30,452 since the 
start of the pandemic, showed NIH 
data. During the last 24 hours, a 
slight increase was reported in the 
list of COVID-19 patients admitted 
to intensive-care units (ICU). As 
per NIH, 174 patients are still be-
ing treated in hospitals around the 
country. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office 
has rebutted the recent PTI claim 
that a diplomatic communication in 
the form of a cypher and received 
from the Washington embassy of 
Pakistan was kept away from then-
Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
then-Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi.
The FO spokesperson responded to 
media questions over four months 
after the cypher was received in 
March. The spokesperson termed as 
“entirely baseless the claim that the 

Cypher Communication received 
from the Embassy in Washington 
was ‘hidden’ from the Foreign Min-
ister or Prime Minister.” 
“Such a question simply does not 
arise. The Foreign Office operates 
on professional basis and it would 
be detrimental to cast aspersions on 
its working,” the spokesperson said. 
The media questions were based on 
PTI claims that authorities allegedly 
hid the cypher from the then govern-
ment until it learnt from Washington 
about its existence. (Agencies)

Govt to complete its term, vows 
ruling alliance 

Dollar reaches all-time high of Rs226

Corona claims seven more lives in Pakistan

FO denies ‘cipher’ was hidden from ex-FM, PM

TEHRAN: Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin held meetings Tuesday 
in Iran, seeking to deepen ties with 
regional heavyweights as part of 
Moscow’s challenge to the United 
States and Europe amid its grinding 
campaign in Ukraine.
In only his second trip abroad since 
Russian tanks rolled into its neigh-
bor in February, Putin met Iran’s 
President Ebrahim Raisi and Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on pressing issues facing the region, 
including the conflict in Syria and a 
UN-backed proposal to resume ex-
ports of Ukrainian grain to ease the 
global food crisis.
As the West heaps sanctions on Rus-
sia and the costly campaign drags 

on, Putin is seeking to bolster ties 
with Tehran, a fellow target of se-
vere US sanctions and a potential 
military and trade partner. In recent 
weeks, Russian officials visited an 
airfield in central Iran at least twice 
to review Tehran’s weapons-capable 
drones for possible use in Ukraine, 
the White House has alleged.
Iran rolled out a long red carpet for 
Putin at Tehran’s Mehrabad airport, 
where Iranian Oil Minister Javad 
Owji greeted him warmly before he 
was whisked into his presidential 
convoy to the city.
But perhaps most crucially, the Teh-
ran trip offers Putin a chance for a 
high-stakes meeting with Erdogan, 
who has sought to help broker talks 

on a peaceful settlement of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, as well as help 
negotiations to unblock Ukrainian 
grain through the Black Sea. Tur-
key, a NATO member, has found 
itself opposite Russia in bloody con-
flicts in Syria and Libya. It has even 
sold lethal drones that Ukrainian 
forces have used to attack Russian 
troops. But Turkey hasn’t imposed 
sanctions on the Kremlin, making it 
a sorely needed partner for Moscow. 
Grappling with runaway inflation 
and a rapidly depreciating currency, 
Turkey also relies on the Russian 
market.
Speaking to Erdogan at the start of 
their meeting, Putin thanked him 
for his mediation to help “move for-
ward” a deal on Ukrainian grain ex-
ports. “Not all the issues have been 
resolved yet, but it’s good that there 
has been some progress,” Putin add-
ed.
Erdogan praised what he described 
as Russia’s “very, very positive ap-
proach” during last week’s grain 
talks in Istanbul. He voiced hope a 
deal will be made, and “the result 
that will emerge will have a positive 
impact on the whole world.”(Agen-
cies)

LONDON: Britain recorded its high-
est ever temperature of 40C on Tues-
day as a heatwave gripping Europe 
intensified, scorching fields and 
damaging airport runways and train 
tracks.
The Met Office said the provisional 
record, which still needs to be con-
firmed, was recorded at 12.50 pm 
(1150 GMT) at London’s Heathrow 
Airport, surpassing the previous re-
cord of 38.7C recorded in 2019.
Train routes were cancelled, normally 
busy city centres appeared quiet and 
zoos struggled to keep their animals 

cool. At Farnborough, the world’s 
joint-biggest air show, executives 
sheltered from the sun while in one 
hall without air conditioning some at-
tendees sprayed each other with mist.
In shops, ice creams and cold drinks 
were selling out while fans, hoses 
and air conditioning units were in de-
mand. Such was the heat that Lord’s 
cricket ground said members no lon-
ger needed to wear a jacket, a day 
after the House of Commons said the 
same.Britain, which can struggle to 
maintain key transport 
services in extreme heat or the snow, 

has been put on a state of national 
emergency over the unprecedented 
temperatures. Transport minister 
Grant Shapps said it would be many 
years before Britain could fully up-
grade its infrastructure to cope with 
higher temperatures, after at least 
two runways showed signs of damage 
and some train tracks buckled.
“We’ve seen a considerable amount 
of travel disruption,” he told the BBC. 
“Infrastructure, much of which was 
built from the Victorian times, just 
wasn’t built to withstand this type of 
temperature.”(Agencies)

Putin, Raisi, Erdogan discuss  
changing regional situation in Tehran

BEIJING: The US is a 
“maker of security risks” 
in the Taiwan Strait with 
its frequent provocations 
there, China’s military said 
today after another US 
warship sailed through the 
sensitive waterway.
The US Navy’s 7th Fleet 
said the destroyer USS 
Benfold conducted a “rou-
tine” Taiwan Strait transit 
through international wa-
ters “in accordance with 
international law”.
The US has been carrying 
out such voyages about 
once a month, angering 
China, which views them 
as a sign of support for 
Taiwan, the democrati-
cally governed island that 
Beijing views as Chinese 
territory. The People’s Lib-
eration Army’s Eastern 
Theatre Command said in 
a statement that its forc-
es had followed the ship 
throughout and “warned” 
it. “The frequent provoca-
tions and showing off by 
the US fully demonstrate 
that the US is a destroyer 
of peace and stability in the 
Taiwan Strait and a mak-
er of security risks in the 

Taiwan Strait,” it said in a 
statement.“Theatre forces 
remain on high alert at all 
times and resolutely de-
fend national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.”
The US Navy said the ship 
“transited through a corri-
dor in the Strait that is be-
yond the territorial sea of 
any coastal State”.
“The ship’s transit through 
the Taiwan Strait demon-
strates the US’ commit-
ment to a free and open 
Indo-Pacific.”
Taiwan’s defence minis-
try said the US ship sailed 
north through the strait, 
and that the situation in the 
waterway was “as normal”.
The Benfold has been op-
erating in the disputed 
South China Sea, where it 
has carried out two “free-
dom of navigation oper-
ations” in the past week.  
Monday marked the sixth 
anniversary of a ruling by 
an international tribunal 
that invalidated China’s 
sweeping claims to the 
South China Sea, a conduit 
for about $3 trillion worth 
of ship-borne trade each 
year. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian forc-
es are keeping up their 
bombardment of cities 
across Ukraine, with in-
tense shelling of Sumy in 
the north, cluster bombs 
targeting Mykolaiv and a 
missile strike in Odesa in 
the south.
After failing to capture the 
capital Kyiv at the outset of 
the invasion on February 
24, Russia has shifted to a 
campaign of devastating 
bombardments to cement 
and extend its control of 
Ukraine’s south and east.
Ukraine said Russian 
forces have intensified 
long-distance strikes on 
targets far from the front, 
killing large numbers of 
civilians. Moscow says it is 
hitting military targets.
Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskiy said Rus-
sia had fired more than 
3,000 cruise missiles and 
uncountable artillery shells 
during the five-month con-
flict.
Over the weekend, Zelens-
kiy suspended the coun-
try’s security chief and top 
prosecutor, saying they 
failed to purge Russian 
spies from their organisa-
tions. Despite his disclo-
sure of Russian penetration 
of the SBU, US officials on 
Monday said Washington 
would continue sharing in-
telligence that US officials 
have said Kyiv uses to re-
spond to Moscow’s attacks.
This week could be pivot-
al for European countries 
concerned about the im-
pact of war and sanctions 
on gas supplies. (Agencies) 

China says US is ‘maker of security 
risks’ after Taiwan Strait sailing

Britain boils in record temperature of 40C
Heatwave melts runway of British military base

Russia strikes cities across Ukraine
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2 City

Emergency Phone 
Numbers

Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade 
Cantt:

091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117
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PESHAWAR: Youngster diving in the Canal to get some relief from extreme hot weather at 
Gulbahar area in the city. APP Photo
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CM Mahmood Khan directs to expedite  
recruitment of lecturers in govt colleges

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan 
on Tuesday directed the authori-
ties concerned to expedite recruit-
ment of lecturers through Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Public Service Com-
mission to remove the shortage of 
teaching staff in government col-
leges.
Presiding over the provincial cabi-
net meeting at Civil Secretariat, the 
Chief Minister said that mechanism 
should also be devised to appoint 
teaching staff on temporary basis on 
reasonable remunerations to meet 
the purpose.
He further directed to open all new-
ly-established government colleges 
for teaching as soon as possible. 
Besides the cabinet members, the 
meeting was attended by the Pro-
vincial Chief Secretary, Additional 
Chief Secretary, Senior Member 
Board of Revenue (SMBR) and Ad-
ministrative Secretaries of various 
government departments.
Mahmood Khan directed that funds 
should be released for the construc-
tion of roads and other ongoing de-
velopment projects in the merged 
districts to complete these public 
welfare-oriented schemes within 

stipulated time.
The Chief Minister directed all the 
government departments to imme-
diately implement decision with 
regard to increasing the minimum 
monthly wages up to Rs26, 000 and 
warned that no leniency would be 
tolerated in this regard.
The cabinet approved the appoint-
ment of Syeda Rabia Sultana to fill 
the casual vacancy of Independent 
Director in Water & Sanitation Ser-
vices Company (WSSC) Abbotta-
bad. Similarly, the cabinet also ap-
proved the name of Rehan Yousaf 
for appointment as Chief Executive 
Officer, Water & Sanitation Services 
Company (WSSC) Abbottabad.
The KP cabinet also granted approv-
al to transfer 08-kanal and 10-marla 
state land situated at Kalaya district 
Orakzai, which is the property of 

the District Administration, in the 
name of Home & Tribal Affairs De-
partment for the establishment of 
District Police Officer (DPO) office, 
CTD office and Special Branch of-
fice at Kalaya.
Furthermore, the cabinet accorded 
approval for availing Project Read-
iness Financing (PRF) Loan for 
ADB-assisted ADP scheme ‘Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Water Resources De-
velopment Project.’ Similarly, the 
cabinet approved the transfer of 
02 kanal state land located in C&W 
Colony at Tehsil Batkhela, District 
Malakand, owned by the C&W De-
partment, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
in the name of Emergency Rescue 
Services (Rescue-1122) Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, for establishing Res-
cue-1122 station there.
The cabinet also approved in prin-
ciple to hand over C&W Rest House 
Naran to Kaghan Development Au-
thority and Shagai Rest House Saidu 
Sharif to Upper Swat Development 
Authority for office use with certain 
necessary conditions. Similarly, the 
cabinet accorded approval to amend 
the law to revise the tender rates in 
the face of changes in the ratio of 
Tobacco Recovery Cess. (APP)

PESHAWAR Opening ceremony 
of the project “Sharing Knowledge 
and Strengthening University Part-
nerships in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Phase-2 was held at IMSciences . 
Dr. Muhammad Mohsin Khan, Di-
rector IMSciences, inaugurated the 
session and welcomed the VC’s of 7 
different universities of KP.  
The objective of the project is to 
build the capacity of the partnering 
universities in the areas of teaching, 
curriculum review and research de-
velopment. 
Twenty-eight (28) faculty members 
of 7 different Universities of KP (i.e; 

Hazra University - Manshera, Uni-
versity of Buner, SBB Women Uni-
versity - Peshawar, Brains Institute 
Peshawar, University of Swat, SBBU 
Sheringal Dir, and IQRA National 
University – Peshawar) are par-
ticipating in the program and will 
receive online and in person train-
ing from local trainers and trainers 
from abroad. This training is a spon-
sored project of the USEFP and US 
Mission.  IMSciences is performing 
a pivotal role in the development of 
the faculty members of universities 
with the help of University of Ken-
tucky U.S. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Director General Audit 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Asrarul Haq 
on Tuesday called on Acting Gov-
ernor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mush-
taq Ahmed Ghani here at Governor 
House and presented the Annual Au-
dit Report 2021-22.
He told the Acting Governor that the 
audit report was prepared as per the 
guidelines of the Public Accounts 
Committee and the Infographic ver-
sion of the report was especially pre-
pared for providing well-researched 
information to any institution or me-
dia.
He urged the Acting Governor to 
make public the performance of PAC 
and the audit report in a press con-
ference.
Mushtaq Ghani appreciated the per-
formance of Director General Audit 
especially the initiative of preparing 
a special info-graphic version of the 
report along with the audit report. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A fresh spell of rains 
is starting in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
today (Wednesday) and authori-
ties concerned have been directed 
to take precautionary measures 
against possible floods.
A spokesman for PDMA said that 
the spell of rains will continue till 
July 28. The spokesman asked tour-
ists to take care while information 
about any emergency situation can 
be communicated to the PDMA via 
their number 1700. According to the 
MET office, during the influence of 
the weather system heavy rains with 
winder and thundershowers would 
occur in Swat, Mansehra, Kohistan, 

Abbottabad, Haripur, Peshawar, 
Mardan, Swabi, Nowshera, Kurram 
and Kohat with occasional gaps.
Similarly, rains, wind and thunder-
showers with isolated heavy falls are 
expected in Bannu, Lakki Marwat 
and Dera Ismail Khan from Wednes-
day to July 26 with occasional gaps.
It warned that the heavy rains 
could generate urban flooding in 
Nowshera, Mardan, Abbottabad, 
Mansehra and Dir and advised the 
concerned authorities to remain al-
ter and take necessary precaution-
ary measures during the forecast 
period to avoid any loss of human 
lives or properties. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Crackdown against 
power pilferers and direct connec-
tions remained in full swing in dis-
trict Peshawar on Tuesday.
The campaign has been launched on 
the directives of Commissioner Pe-
shawar Division, Riaz Khan Mehsud 
and Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pe-
shawar, Shafiullah Khan.
In this connection the officers of 

district administration along with 
the authorities of Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) carried 
out a joint operation against pow-
er pilferers in Shahi Bagh, Dalazak 
Road, Pahari Pura, Landi Arbab, 
Kotla Mohsin Khan, Wazir Bagh, Ya-
katoot, Bela Baramad Khel, Niami, 
Banda Payan, Shagai Bala, Circular 
Road and other localities. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Assembly was informed 
that the provincial government has 
started work on establishment of 
the Education City project in Bar-
wand area of South Waziristan at a 
cost of Rs2500 million.
Minister for Higher Education Kam-
ran Bangash while responding to a 
question of Nighat Orakzai of PPP, 
said that the project with modern 
architecture and international stan-
dards would have all kinds of facil-
ities including educational institu-
tions as well as residential facilities, 
playgrounds, amusement parks, sci-
ence and technology parks, sports 
complexes and hostels on the land 
of 7000 kanal.
He said, “The government is estab-
lishing a university in North Wa-
ziristan at a cost of Rs4 billion under 
Federal Annual Developmental Pro-
gramme and Rs100 million has been 

allocated this year and it feasibility 
report has been prepared.”
He said that the establishment of 
Bajaur University has been included 
in ADP for fiscal year 2022-23.
Kamran Bangash, while respond-
ing to a question of Baseerat Bibi of 
BAP, said,
 “There are a total 44 colleges in 
merged districts including 15 for 
girls and 23 for boys and six Com-
merce Colleges.”
He informed the House that 10 oth-
er colleges were under construction, 
adding that task has been given to 
deputy commissioners to select 
places for construction of 12 more 
colleges in merged districts. The 
questions of Ahmad Kundi of PPP 
and Humera Khatoon of JI regard-
ing energy and power department, 
Shagufta Malik of PPP regarding 
education were referred to commit-
tees concerned. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Minister Labour, 
Shaukat Yousafzai on Tuesday in-
formed Khyber Pakhtunkhwa As-
sembly that provincial government 
is enacting new legislation for the 
protection and welfare of children.
Speaking at the floor of the assem-
bly on the recent incidents of killing 
of minor girls in Peshawar, it was 
the provincial government’s respon-
sibility to improve the child protec-
tion mechanism and introduce laws, 
rules and regulations to protect 
children from violence, abuse and 
exploitation.

He said that police was using mod-
ern technology and CCTV cameras 
to reach criminals involved in these 
heinous crimes.
He informed that so far profiling of 
159 suspects arrested in the murder 
of a girl Mahnoor was completed.
He said that CCTV footages from 
surrounding areas Railway Colo-
ny were been seen to trace clues 
of crime. The minister assured that 
criminals involved in the series of 
girls murder would be arrested soon 
as police have gathered some evi-
dences to reach culprits. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Minister Local Gov-
ernment and Rural Development 
Faisal Amin Khan on Tuesday said 
the medical facilities for residents 
of Dera Ismail Khan and adjoining 
districts including the newly merged 
areas had been improved in MTI hos-
pital, D.I Khan.
Talking about improving various ser-
vices and facilities at MTI hospital, 
he said that on the directive of Chief 
Minister Mahmood Khan, a complete 
pre and post neurosurgery setup, 
which was lacking in entire South 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, had been set-
up along with designated psychiatric 
facilities, complete solarization of In-

tensive Care Unit of Cardiology, Sur-
gery and Medicine section. 
He said that upgraded with enhanced 
capacity, a research section had been 
set up for improvement and en-
hancement of women and paediatric 
ward, besides establishment of NICU 
for children and installation of mod-
ern 32 CT scans.
MTI hospital was one of the 14 hos-
pitals offering SehatCard, Ehsaas 
Tahafuz programme facilities, he 
added. Regional blood centre, D.I 
Khan for South KP with project staff 
regularization would be put up in 
next assembly session for approval, 
(APP)

KP Assembly passes bill to impose  
ban on plastic products

Director IMSciences inaugurates phase-2 
of sharing knowledge, strengthening  

university partnerships project

DG meets Governor Fresh spell of rains from today: PDMA

Crackdown launched against power pilferers

Work starts on ‘education city’ in SW: PA told

Govt enacting legalisation for protection 
of children: Shaukat Yousafzai

Medical facilities improved at MTI hospital 
D.I. Khan, says Faisal Amin

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly on Tuesday passed KP 
Environmental Protection (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022 to impose ban on 
plastic products and regulate such 
products in order to make them en-
vironmentally friendly.
The bill was moved by Minister for 
Environment Ishtiaq Urmar where-
in a ban was imposed on the man-
ufacturing, import, sale, purchase, 
storage, distribution, supply, trans-
portation and usage of plastic bags 
and flat plastic bags.
He said that the existing stock of 
banned plastic products should be 
disposed of by the manufacturer, 
wholesale dealer and retailer, within 
a period of six month after the com-
mencement of the Act.
The violators would be punished 
with a penalty up to Rs500,000.
The KP Universities Amendment 
Bill, 2022 was also tabled in the 
House to establish the University of 
Shangla. The bill was moved by KP 
Minister for Higher Education Kam-
ran Khan Bangash.
Meanwhile, two bills were tabled in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly on 
Tuesday to regularise the services of 
more than 34,000 teachers and 700 

doctors soon.
The bills were moved by Minister 
for Elementary and Secondary Ed-
ucation Shahram Khan Tarakai and 
Minister for Health Taimur Salim 
Jhagra respectively in the House 
chaired by panel of the chairman 
Idrees Khattak.
Shahram Tarakai moved the KP 
Teachers Regularisation Bill, 2022 
and said that the provincial govern-
ment was taking measures to pro-
vide all kinds of facilities to teachers 
and to provide best learning oppor-
tunities to students.
The bill was moved to regularise 
services of 34,296 teachers of dif-
ferent cadres from appointed from 
2018 to 2020.
Similarly, Minister for Health 
Taimur Salim Jhagra moved Doc-
tors Regularisation Bill, 2022 to reg-
ularise services of 700 doctors who 
were recruited from 2020 to 2021 for 
COVID pandemic. The Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Assembly unanimous-
ly passed a resolution to hold PMS 
examinations in November instead 
of September due to scorching heat 
and load-shedding.
The resolution was moved by Asia 
Khattak MPA of PTI. (APP)

https://www.facebook.com/thekhybermail
https://twitter.com/thekhybermail
https://www.instagram.com/thekhybermail/
https://www.thekhybermail.com/


Follow us @     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail@gmail.com     www.thekhybermail.com

3 Editorial & Opinion

Editor-in-Chief: Rizwan Inayat

Editor: Omer Rizwan

First Floor, Town Hieghts, Old Bara Road, University Town Peshawar
Website: www.thekhybermail.com 
E-mail: khybermail@gmail.com

Phone: 091-7081579

PTI’s victory in Punjab 
The victory of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) after a tough com-
petition from Muslim League (N) in the by-elections on 20 seats 
of the provincial assembly in Punjab has changed the direction of 
the country’s politics once again.  The defeat of the PML-N reflects 
change of its government and it is apparently only a matter of a 
few days, due to which the coalition government in the federation 
is also in trouble. Punjab was considered the stronghold of PML-N 
and it was widely expected that it would get enough seats in the 
by-elections to keep Hamza Shehbaz’s government running. But, 
PTI has won 15 out of 20 seats, paving the way for its ally Chaudhry 
Pervaiz Elahi to become the next Chief Minister. Three out of four 
seats in Lahore were won by PTI. 
The vice president of Muslim League-N, Maryam Nawaz, who was 
the head of the party’s election campaign, showed great courage 
and accepted the defeat, which means that the throne of Punjab 
is going to be handed over to PTI. Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if has also admitted that PML-N had to see this day due to these 
tough and difficult decisions, as a result of which the inflation has 
increased many times compared to the previous government and 
the common man is disappointed much more. Then Imran Khan 
created such a political narrative and ran a hectic campaign that the 
voters continued to gravitate towards him. However, it is reassuring 
for the PML-N that all these seats were won by the PTI in the 2018 
elections, out of which it snatched four. This unexpected victory of 
PTI may pave the way for fresh elections in the country, which is the 
prime demand of the PTI.  
Imran Khan has also reiterated the demand for new elections un-
der the reliable Election Commission after the results. However, his 
party’s victory in the by-elections has boosted public confidence 
in the credibility of the current Election Commission. Not only the 
Election Commission, there is no room to raise a finger even if the 
establishment is “neutral” in the real sense. In this regard, all the al-
legations and concerns of Imran Khan turned out to be wrong. With 
the change of government in Punjab, it may become difficult to con-
tinue the coalition government in the center. If a new government 
comes as result of new elections, political instability and economic 
crisis will welcome that new government.

The title is inspired by the phrase 
coined by Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov and quoted by 
Ambassador Riaz Khokhar at a 
seminar on the Ukraine war organ-
ised by the Centre for Aerospace & 
Security Studies (CASS) on July 6, 
2022. The war in Europe between 
Russia and Ukraine has entered its 
fifth month since a full-scale offen-
sive was launched by Russian land 
forces on February 24, 2022. Like so 
many wars, which begin as a result 
of miscalculation, or the exuberance 
of leadership without due consider-
ation, this war is no different. Nei-
ther in its nature nor its character. It 
is intense, destructive, and without a 
visible end.
Without going into the background 
of the Russia-Ukraine war, because 
a lot has already been written on the 
subject since its beginning, this arti-
cle is aimed at suggesting a way for-
ward to initiate processes that may 
increase the probabilities of its logi-
cal culmination. 
At the outset, Russia must announce 
a ceasefire on all fronts to reduce 
further destruction and loss of lives 
on both sides, particularly Ukraini-
ans. Concurrently, NATO must stop 
its military consignments to Ukraine 
that is fuelling the fire in this unnec-
essary war. 
In fact, most wars are unnecessary, 
but this one was absolutely unwar-
ranted. The world has, at large, still 
not recovered from the ramifications 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
most developing countries are still 
grappling with supply chain disrup-
tions with regard to energy and food 
consignments. At this stage, two of 

the world’s largest energy and food 
suppliers, Russia and Ukraine, are 
engaged in a devastating war which 
has, in fact, adversely impacted 
all the energy and food importing 
states. 
Not only have the prices of energy 
and food commodities skyrocketed, 
but availability is also getting ques-
tionable for cash-starved countries. 
Sri Lanka is just one such state, 
whereas Pakistan is also not far 
from hitting that road.
At the recent CASS seminar, Ambas-
sador Riaz Khokhar raised a very 
pertinent question of whether Rus-
sia would ever vacate the captured 
areas in the Donbas and Luhansk 
regions since they are inhabited by 
ethnic Russians. 
It is in this context that an “iron cur-
tain” may return to Europe between 
Russia and Ukraine. 
However, this author is of the view 
that the Cold War’s iron curtain en-
sured that the two superpowers did 
not fight directly with each other, 
primarily due to the establishment 
of Mutually Assured Destruction 
(MAD). 
Whereas, the “new iron curtain,” if 
it gets drawn in the eastern half of 
the vast territory of Ukraine, may 
not be able to guarantee any war 
between Russia and NATO in the fu-
ture. Therefore, US-led NATO must 
assure Russia that Ukraine would 
not be made part of NATO under 
any circumstances, even if Ukraine 
becomes a part of the European 
Union, as suggested by Ambassador 
Khokhar, and gets a Marshall Plan 
for its reconstruction.
For the same purpose, it is incum-

bent upon US-led NATO to withdraw 
all its defensive but highly sophisti-
cated weapon systems provided to 
Ukraine to defend itself against the 
Russian offensive. On part of Rus-
sia, Putin must remain cautious of 
mission creep and must not violate 
Chinese sage Sun Tzu’s landmark 
dictum that protracted wars are 
counterproductive for the offensive 
elements. Russia may have achieved 
its politico-military objectives par-
tially and may be willing to continue 
its war for another two months to 
slice as much Ukrainian territory as 
possible. 
However, it would soon realise that 
going into the Ukrainian heartland 
beyond the areas inhabited by ethnic 
Russians would become improbable 
to hold without serious repercus-
sions. 
Putin must not ignore deep so-
cio-cultural and family ties with the 
Ukrainians, and therefore, must 
bring this war to an end as soon as 
its security parameters are achieved.
Wars do not resolve disputes perma-
nently but rather sow the seeds for 
the next war. 
Recounting Sun Tzu’s precepts that 
a stronger power must aim to win 
the war without fighting, or at best 
win the war in the minimum possi-
ble time, protracted wars would al-
ways favour the defender because it 
would find many sympathisers and 
supporters to defend its territory. 
Moreover, the people would soon get 
alienated from offensive forces and 
take up arms to engage the enemy 
alongside their regular forces, which 
could be extremely harmful to the 
occupying forces.

The world celebrated a Population 
Day on July 11 to enlighten the im-
mense need to limit human popu-
lation so that the conditions of the 
earth’s environment and resources 
improve. The day was first observed 
in 1990 by more than 90 countries. 
The world population soared by a 
billion in merely thirteen years from 
four billion in 1974. It jumped to 
seven billion in 2011, and is project-
ed to reach eight billion by the end 
of this year. Food scarcity, housing, 
health, hygiene, social and econom-
ic facilities are becoming a lot more 
challenging, particularly in devel-
oping countries.
Another graver aspect of this pop-
ulation explosion is disprop\ortion-
ate effects. Countries like Pakistan 
have it tougher due to high popula-
tions whereas Japan and Italy have 
a declining birth rate. Pakistan’s has 
experienced a quite rapid rise as its 
population has exploded almost 
seven times from 33 million in 1950, 
making it the fifth most populous 
country of the world, trailing be-
hind China, India, USA and Indone-
sia. Its present population exceeds 
economic and industrial giants like 
Japan, Russia, South Korea.
Pakistan, primarily being an agri-
cultural country and net exporter 
of produce like wheat and cotton, is 
now forced to import even its basic 
food commodities like wheat, puls-
es and oils. Last year, it imported 
wheat worth over a billion dollar 
and became its 13th largest import-
er in the world. 
It suffers from serious food insecu-

rities affecting about 37% of its pop-
ulation and is ranked as 92in the 
Global Hunger Index comparing 
116 countries. The lack of health, 
hygiene, housing and sanitation 
facilities have similarly become 
yet another challenge. Its Human 
Development Index (HDI) demon-
strates the standard of living condi-
tions like income, education, food, 
health, life span of the population 
of a country is lower than 153 coun-
tries of the world. The ranking, in 
access and provision of health care 
facilities, interestingly is also the 
same.
Overpopulation also hampers the 
care, education and grooming of 
children and the youth which is a 
critical prerequisite for creating 
competitive human resource capital 
that is capable. 
Almost one out of five children do 
not go to school and the illiterate 
and unskilled labour mostly moves 
to larger cities worsening the urban 
environment. Many big cities and 
towns have ghettoes with dismal 
living conditions. Karachi, the larg-
est city, has about 500 such settle-
ments sequestered in and around 
it followed by about 300 in Lahore 
and over 50 in Islamabad. Kara-
chi is also the only mega city of its 
size in the world that lacks a public 
mass transport networks or an effi-
cient drainage system.
Even some coastal areas have also 
been reclaimed for housing sectors. 
The growing pressure on land for 
housing and cultivations has cre-
ated many critical environmental 

problems like deforestation, ero-
sion and desertification, leading to 
quite serious climatic swings. Its 
deforestation rate at 5.77%, is the 
second largest in Asia and abysmal-
ly below the minimum 25% land un-
der forests stipulations. 
It is the fifth most vulnerable coun-
try to weather, climate and environ-
mental vagaries. Many areas are 
being quite mercilessly buffeted 
with stormy rains and subsequent 
floods. The glaciers melting in its 
mountains have created about three 
thousand lakes and 33 of them are 
feared to cause quite feral floods af-
fecting several million inhabitants 
around them.
Such mounting dangers and dev-
astation evidently make it impera-
tive to understand and rationalise 
the factors to regulate the exces-
sive population. Improvements in 
health, diagnostic, treatment and 
life-saving facilities that reduce 
mortality rates are more advanced, 
accessible and they have enabled 
family planning. Some factors like 
polygamy and early marriages need 
proper education and social awak-
ening. 
A larger percentage of the younger 
population, higher fertility rates and 
a preference for boys often leads to 
higher birth rates and larger fami-
lies. Some religious circles are also 
quite antagonistic to planned fam-
ilies that have become an impera-
tive reality of the circumstances. A 
lack of female education and their 
empowerment also undermines the 
trend for planned families.

Every year, Kashmiris living on both 
sides of the Line of Control (LoC) 
and their Pakistani brethren and 
rest of the world observe July 19 as 
the Day of Kashmir’s Accession to 
Pakistan. On this very day in 1947, 
the historical resolution was adopt-
ed by the All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference in Abi Guzar, 
Srinagar with 59 prominent leaders 
in attendance.
The resolution was unanimously 
adopted, indicating that existing 
religious, geographical, cultural, 
economic ties and the aspirations of 
millions of Kashmiri Muslims war-
rant accession of the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K) with Pakistan.
During the partition of the sub-con-
tinent, the people of the J&K which 
comprised Muslim majority decid-
ed to join Pakistan according to 
the British-led formula. But, Dogra 
Raja, Sir Hari Singh, a Hindu who 
was ruling over the J&K in conniv-
ance with the Indian Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Governor 
General Lord Mountbatten joined 
India.
The design to forcibly wrest Kash-
mir began to unfold on August 16, 
1947, with the announcement of the 
Radcliffe Boundary Award. It gave 

the Gurdaspur District—a majority 
Muslim area to India to provide a 
land route to the Indian armed forc-
es to move into Kashmir. There was 
a rebellion in the state forces against 
the Maharaja and were joined by 
Pathan tribesmen. Lord Mountbat-
ten ordered armed forces to land in 
Srinagar. However, Indian forces in-
vaded Srinagar on October 27, 1947 
and forcibly occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir in utter violation of the par-
tition plan and against the wishes of 
the Kashmiri people.
When Pakistan responded militari-
ly against the Indian aggression, on 
December 31, 1947, India made an 
appeal to the UN Security Council to 
intervene and a ceasefire ultimately 
came into effect on January 01, 1949, 
following UN resolutions calling for 
a plebiscite in Kashmir. The Security 
Council’s resolution 47 of April 21, 
1948 promised a plebiscite under 
UN auspices to enable the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir to determine 
whether they wish to join Pakistan 
or India. On February 5, 1964, India 
backed out of its promise of holding 
a plebiscite. Instead, in March 1965, 
the Indian Parliament declared 
Kashmir an integral part of the In-
dian union.

New iron curtain between Russia and Ukraine 
By Dr Zia Ul Haque Shamsi

World Population Day 
By Elf Habib

Accession to Pakistan Day
By Sajjad Shaukat
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The news political scenario 
After watching the results of the 
by-elections today, I can quite confi-
dently say : Rest In Peace, Pakistan 
Muslim League (N). 
Whatever may happen from here on, 
the era of the Sharif Family Mafia 
has been dealt a death blow, and in 
my opinion, they will not be able to 
recover from this. 
Why do I say that? Well, lets look at 
the whole scenario. Traditionally, for 
over three decades, Central Punjab 
has been considered the strong hold 

of the N- League, with Lahore as their 
base. In addition, in this election, all 
the 11 or so political parties in PDM 
were supporting the candidates of 
N-League. 
The Prime Minister Shahbaz Shar-
if belongs to N-League and his son 
Hamza Sharif is the Custodion of 
the Province of Punjab, so the whole 
State and Provincial government ma-
chinery was at their disposal.  
They have not simply failed to win a 
majority of votes, they have suffered 
a crushing defeat. And since Punjab 
is the largest Province in terms of 

population, almost 180 million out 
of a total Pakistan’s estimated popu-
lation of 220 million, this has always 
given them a big leverage at the fed-
eral level. 
But today, the so called “Takht-e-La-
hore” (the Lahore Throne), seems 
to have met its Waterloo. Without a 
shadow of doubt, today belongs to 
none other than Imran Khan, and his 
party PTI (Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf).

Wg Cdr (R) Zarar Sheikh
Lahore

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: The administrator 
of the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID), Samantha 
Power on Tuesday appreciated Pa-
kistan’s government’s strategic and 
targeted response to Covid-19.
In a virtual meeting held between 
USAID Head and Minister for 
Health Abdul Qadir Patel, she 
praised Pakistan’s response in man-
aging the Covid situation.
The meeting was specifically meant 
to appreciate Pakistan’s overall re-
sponse to Covid and its progress on 
vaccination.
She said that despite being a devel-
oping country, Pakistan has faced 
the pandemic boldly through a coor-
dinated mechanism.
She said that Pakistan rolled out the 
Covid vaccination successfully tar-
geting vulnerable populations first. 
Overall coverage of 87 percent plus 
of the eligible above 12 years of age 
population is a remarkable achieve-
ment, she added. Abdul Qadir Patel 
appreciated US support throughout 
the pandemic in terms of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE), venti-
lators, oxygen, and vaccination.
He said the Pak-US partnership was 

imperative for improving the health 
status of the people of Pakistan.
He said the government of Pakistan 
is committed to vaccinate 70% of its 
overall population, which will be 
achieved soon.
He said US support for paediatric 
vaccination will help in protect-
ing children 5-11 years of age and 
added that joint efforts are needed 
to strengthen the border health ser-
vices in Pakistan as well.
He said Pakistan was looking for-
ward to a bilateral health dialogue 
scheduled next week adding inter-
action will open a new era of mutu-
al cooperation in the health sector. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Tuesday said Pakistan stands in 
solidarity with the brave Kashmi-
ri people in their historic and con-
tinuing struggle to materialize their 
dream to accede to Pakistan despite 
facing brutal atrocities, discrimi-
nation and injustice at the hands 
of heavily armed Indian occupying 
troops.
In his message on the Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Accession to Pakistan 
Day marked on July 19, he said, 
“We mark this day to renew our 
support for the Kashmiri people in 
their struggle for the achievement of 
their right to self-determination and 
to translate the idea of accession of 
the entire Jammu and Kashmir state 
to Pakistan under the spirit of the 
historic resolution passed on this 
day in 1947.”
President Alvi said Pakistan reit-
erated its commitment to uphold 
the fundamental human rights of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir 

and pay homage to Kashmiris’ just 
struggle spanning more than seven 
decades.
“We will continue to provide our po-
litical, moral and diplomatic support 
to Kashmiris for their inherent right 
to self-determination through a free 
and impartial plebiscite in Jammu 
and Kashmir,” he said. He said, “We 
remind the world community to use 
their influence to reverse India’s il-
legal and unilateral actions of scrap-
ing Article 35A. (APP)
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Pakistan’s population to double in next 30 years  
burdening its resources: Turner

Work on Reko Diq copper-gold mine  
to start in August: CM Bizenjo

Energy Crisis: Sindh govt directs  
to close markets by 9pm

Pak-China Research Centre  
to be set up at Swat University

ISLAMABAD: British High Com-
missioner on Tuesday observed that 
Pakistan’s population was going to 
double in the next 30 years putting 
a huge burden on its resources that 
demanded proper response to ad-

dress the pressing issue.
The British envoy made these re-
marks during a ceremony to com-
memorate the World Population 
Day, a collaborative event was con-
ducted here in a joint effort of the 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) Pakistan, British High 
Commission, Ministry of National 
Health Services, Regulations & Co-
ordination (NHSRC), and Popula-
tion Programme Wing (PPW), the 
event revolved around the theme”A 
world of 8 billion. 
Towards a resilient future for all – 
Harnessing opportunities and en-
suring rights and choices for all,” a 
news release said.
While addressing the event, British 
High Commissioner, Christian Turn-

er said, “The business-as-usual ap-
proach needs to stop.
It is important to talk about family 
planning. The UK is the largest do-
nor on Family Planning in Pakistan 
and has been supporting the country 
since 2012. Delivering Accelerated 
Family Planning in Pakistan (DAF-
PAK) is a £90 million programme 
that has so far reached 7 million 
family planning users mostly from 
marginalised communities. 
The UK remains committed to sup-
port Pakistan.” While addressing 
the World Population Day event via 
a video testimonial, President Dr 
Arif Alvi expressed concern over the 
constant population growth and the 
meager resources available in Paki-
stan. (APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister (CM) Mir Abdul Qudoos Bi-
zenjo has announced that the fea-
sibility process for the Reko Diq 
project will start from August 14 
as he addressed a press conference 
with Canada-based Barrick Gold 
Corporation CEO Mark Bristow in 
Quetta.
He said Reko Diq is a project for the 
betterment of the people of Baloch-
istan and Pakistan and added that 
nothing about the new agreement 
with the company has been kept se-
cret.
CM Bizenjo said all political leaders 
and elected representatives of the 
province knew what was there in 
the agreement.
He said that as per the agreement, 

the Balochistan government will 
reap the dividends, royalties and 
other benefits of its 25% ownership 
without having to contribute finan-
cially to the construction and opera-
tion of the mine.
The chief minister said Balochistan 
government and people were ready 
to protect Reko Diq project and add-
ed that tensions and rebellion in the 
province had other causes.
He assured that the investor would 
not face any problem. 
Bizenjo said that the federal govern-
ment will invest Rs200 billion in the 
project on behalf of the provincial 
government.
He said that the investing company 
will provide vocational training and 
jobs to the locals while it will also 

provide necessities to the people of 
the area.
On the occasion, Barrick Gold Cor-
poration CEO Mark Bristow said 
that they faced difficulties initially, 
but talks were the solution to every 
problem.
CEO said that all stakeholders 
have something in the new agree-
ment which was better than the one 
signed in 2012.
He said that the Reko Diq project 
is an example for those who chose 
fight over talks.
He said that after legislation by the 
Parliament and endorsement from 
the Supreme Court, the feasibility 
process will start as all parties have 
concurred with the basic structure 
of the agreement. (APP)

KARACHI: The Sindh Home Depart-
ment notified new timings for mar-
kets and other commercial centers, 
directing markets to close at 9pm.
In the notification issued by Sindh 
Home Secretary Dr Saeed Ahmed 
Mangnejo on Tuesday, the decision 
to curb market activities was taken 
in light of decisions of the feder-
al cabinet to conserve power and 
to prevent the adverse impacts of 
the anticipated energy crisis in the 
country due to incremental intensifi-
cation of the shortfall between sup-
ply and demand of the electricity, 
the government had decided to curb 
all such activities which are a drain 
on power resources.
In light of this, and per powers un-
der Section 144 of the Criminal Pro-

cedure Code (CrPC) and Section 
14(3) and Section 16 of the National 
Disaster Management Authority Act 
2010, the government directed all 
markets, bazaars, shops (wholesale 
or retail), super and departmental 
stores and shopping malls to close 
by 9 pm.
The markets were also directed to 
remain completely closed for one 
day of the week (either Friday or 
Sunday).
Moreover, all marriage halls, ban-
quets and marriage functions were 
directed to close by 10:30 pm.
All hotels, restaurants, coffee shops, 
cafes, clubs, gyms, cinemas, the-
atres, circuses and other places of 
amusement and entertainment were 
directed to close by 11:30 pm. (APP)

SWAT: The Government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has allocated 
funds for the establishment of the 
Pak-China Research Centre of Eco-
nomic Development (PCRCED) at 
the University of Swat, according to 
a report published by Gwadar Pro on 
Tuesday.
With an estimated cost of Rs 
1,230.540 million, the project will be 
completed in five years. In its budget 
for the fiscal year 2022-2023, KP has 
allocated Rs 56.420 million, while the 
balance will be released in the com-
ing years.
The proposed Pak-China Research 
Centre will facilitate the study and 
research on diverse arts, cultures, 
history, and politics of China and the 
Swat valley. 
Through exchange programs, the 
Center can further enhance peo-
ple-to-people contact between Swat 
valley and the Xinjiang Uygur Auton-
omous Region of China. 
They already have centuries-old cul-
tural and business ties, as geograph-
ically Swat valley and Xinjiang are 
not far from each other — only Gilg-
it-Baltistan lies between them.
“PCRCED will serve as a think tank 
and research center for research 
studies on matters of mutual interest 
between Pakistan and China,” the 

University of Swat Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Dr. Hassan Sher told Gwa-
dar Pro, adding that the Center is ex-
pected to “contribute immensely to 
the students, people of the areas and 
the country”.
According to the Vice-Chancellor, the 
University of Swat is located on the 
main route of China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), which is a 
flagship project of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), thus increasing the 
value of the proposed institute. 
“The Center will also develop a mech-
anism to prepare graduates to fully 
exploit opportunities arising out of 
CPEC and related projects,” he said.
In the context of the “Pakistan Vision 
2025” which emphasizes indigenous 
resources for economic develop-
ment, Dr. Hassan Sher said that the 
Center would use local resources for 
the development of the local commu-
nity and Pakistan as a whole.  
Even as an idea, PCRCED is creat-
ing enthusiasm among the people of 
Swat. Once operational, it will not 
only help the development of Swat 
and neighboring areas, but also will 
give youth the great opportunity of 
working, earning, and remaining in 
their ancestral areas rather than un-
dertaking internal or external migra-
tion. (Agencies)

Pakistan stands with Kashmiris’ struggle 
for self-determination: President

USAID chief praises Pakistan’s response 
to Covid-19

61 dengue suspects registered  
at Rawalpindi hospitals

PS inaugurated at Sur Gher, Jandola

Two killed

Woman electrocuted

World Hepatitis Day 
on July 28

RAWALPINDI: As many as 61 den-
gue fever suspects were brought to 
the district’s health facilities during 
the last 24 hours and provided with 
the necessary treatment.
District Coordinator of Epidemics 
Prevention and Control (DCEPC), 
Dr Sajjad Mehmood, Tuesday said 
that District Headquarters Hospital 
had listed 20 suspects, Holy Fami-
ly Hospital 17, Tehsil Headquarters 
Hospital(THQ) Gujjar Khan seven, 
while five of each suspect were reg-
istered with THQ hospitals Taxila 
and Kotli Sattian.
Similarly, the health officer added 
that THQ hospital Murree had re-
corded four, and one suspect was 

registered at THQ Kalar Syedan, 
Wah General Hospital and Benazir 
Bhutto Hospital.
Dr Sajjad informed that during the 
last 24 hours, 41 FIRs had been reg-
istered while notices were issued to 
77, challaned 14, sealed seven prem-
ises and a fine of Rs 41,000 imposed 
against the violation of dengue 
SOPs. The health officer urged the 
residents to use a mosquito net or 
repellants like mats and coils.
He called upon the residents to keep 
an eye on junkyards, schools and 
under-construction buildings and to 
remove water after rain to prevent 
the spread of dengue larvae breed-
ing. (APP)

TANK: District Police Officer(DPO) 
Waqar Ahmed Khan on Wednesday 
inaugurated a police station at Sur 
Gher, Jandola Sub division by cut-
ting a ribbon.
The DPO also planted a sapling to 
mark the launch of a tree planta-
tion campaign during the ceremony 
where Deputy Superintendent of 
Police (DSP) subdivision Jandola 
Alamgir Khan and Station House 
Officer(SHO) Sur Gher police sta-
tion Ishaq Khan, other high officials 
of police and elders of the area were 
in attendance. 
Speaking on the occasion, the DPO 
said that the police station had been 
inaugurated in line with directives 
of Inspector General of Police, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Moazzam Jah An-
sari and Regional Police Officer(R-
PO) Shaukat Abbasi.
He said that district police were 

committed to protecting the lives 
and properties of the residents and 
in this regard all available resources 
were being utilized.
Moreover, he said that focus was be-
ing given to the security of the new-
ly merged areas to ensure a condu-
cive atmosphere and give impetus to 
the ongoing prosperity and develop-
ment-oriented measures in the area. 
The participants also offered special 
prayers for prosperity, progress, and 
stability of the country.
Later, the DPO visited several police 
posts where he reviewed various 
matters pertaining to security, clean-
liness and record maintenance.
 He also issued directives the police 
personnel deputed to keep eye on 
the anti-social elements and take 
stern action against the menace of 
smuggling and narcotics business. 
(APP)

SARGODHA: Two persons were 
gunned down over an old enmity, in 
the jurisdiction of Bhera Police sta-
tion.
Police said on Wednesday the in-
cident took place in Chawa village 
of Tehsil Bhera where Imran along 
with his accomplices allegedly shot 
dead Asad (25) and his friend Rab-
nawaz (26) over a litigation of mur-
der case and fled the scene.
The bodies were handed over to the 
heirs after postmortem.
A case has been registered against 
the accused. (APP)

KASUR: A woman died of electro-
cution near Ganda Singhwala on 
Wednesday.
According to police, Haleema Bibi 
(54), wife of Salamat Ali, resident 
of Kamalpura was switching on a 
water pump at her home when she 
received fatal an electric shock and 
died on the spot.
Meanwhile, two bodies were recov-
ered from various parts of the dis-
trict.
On information, Pattoki city police 
recovered a body identified as Sal-
eem (44), resident of Wah Aadhan, 
from Pattoki railway station and 
shifted it to THQ hospital Pattoki.
Sadr police Kasur recovered a body 
of 70-year-old man from Khem Karn 
road. The body has yet to be iden-
tified. The police have shifted the 
body to DHQ hospital, Kasur. Police 
were investigating. (APP)

SARGODHA: World Hepatitis Day 
will be observed here on July 28 like 
all over the country.
Various seminars and awareness 
walks will be organized across the 
district by the Health department as 
well as private organizations.
Pakistan Medical Association Presi-
dent Dr Sikandar Warriach said that 
World Hepatitis Day is observed ev-
ery year, aims to raise global aware-
ness of hepatitis a group of infec-
tious diseases known as hepatitis A, 
B, C, D, and E and encourage pre-
vention, diagnosis and treatment. 
(APP)
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Indian oppression has failed to stop 
Kashmiris’ resistance: PM

Pak removed from US trafficking watch list

Tourist protection squad to be deployed 
in Murree coming winter season

Over 12.3 mln children received polio 
vaccines in 68 districts

PTA formulates cyber security framework21 food points fined

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Tuesday said the In-
dian oppressive state apparatus had 
failed to stop the journey of resis-
tance, sacrifice, and defiance.
“The Kashmir’s Accession to Paki-
stan Day is a reflection of Kashmiris’ 
pledge to continue their struggle till 
the idea of accession becomes a 
reality,” he said in his message on 
Kashmir Accession to Pakistan Day.
Kashmiris across the globe are 
marking the Kashmir Accession to 
Pakistan on July 19 as a resolution 
for accession was passed on this his-
toric day in Srinagar.
The prime minister paid tribute to 
the persistent struggle of Kashmiris.
“We salute Kashmiris’ courage,” he 
said. PM Sharif said after the pas-
sage of the resolution for accession 
to Pakistan, the people of Azad 

Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan fought 
a big struggle for freedom. 
“The struggle and sacrifices of 
Kashmiris initiated in 1947 still con-
tinue and the 0.9 million Indian oc-
cupational troops have not succeed-
ed in bringing down the passion of 
Kashmiris,” he said.
He said Kashmiris from generation 
to generation had been rendering 
immense sacrifices to get their right 
to self-determination. (APP)

LAHORE: The United States has 
removed Pakistan from its human 
trafficking watch list, upgrading Is-
lamabad to ‘Tier Two’ in their ‘Traf-
ficking in Persons (TIP)’ Report 
2022.
The move comes even as the United 
States noted that Pakistan did not 
fully meet minimum standards for 
the elimination of human trafficking 
while it remains a source and a des-
tination for trafficked individuals.
This was detailed as the US State 
Department on Tuesday released its 
annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 
Report for 2022. Pakistan had been 
removed from Tier Two and placed 
on the ‘Tier Two Watch List’ in 2020 
after it failed to satisfy tough ques-
tions from the US State Department 
on demonstrating the country’s ef-
forts to curb human trafficking for 
financial and sexual exploitation.
Pakistan remained on the watch list 
for 2021 as well until it was removed 
this year. Before 2020, Pakistan had 
remained on the Tier Two Watch 
List for three consecutive years 
from 2015.

“The government demonstrated 
overall increasing efforts compared 
with the previous reporting period, 
considering the impact of the novel 
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, if 
any, on its anti-trafficking capacity; 
therefore Pakistan was upgraded to 
Tier two,” the report read.
The report pointed to improved ef-
forts on the investigations, prose-
cutions, and conviction front as the 
major contributors to Pakistan’s re-
moval from the watch list.
TIP report further noted increased 
investigations and prosecutions un-
der the Prevention of Trafficking in 
Persons Act (PTPA) 2018 as a con-
tributing factor to its removal from 
the list.
Apart from improved action at 
the federal level, the report noted 
that provincial departments also 
enhanced their implementation 
of standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) on victim identification and 
referral apart from training more 
stakeholders. The government 
demonstrated its seriousness in 
curbing trafficking. (APP)

MURREE: In the wake of recur-
rent brawl incidents with visitors in 
Murree over the last few years and 
blizzard tragedy resulting in deaths 
of around two dozen tourists, the 
Tourism Development Corporation 
of Punjab (TDCP) has constituted a 
special force.
The unit – comprising young men 
and women – will not just guide and 
help the tourists but also protect 
them to prevent any untoward inci-
dent like Murree blizzard tragedy.
The squad will initially have 106 
members who will assume duties on 
August 13 with deployment in Hill 
Station Murree.
They will operate round the clock in 

shifts to ensure maximum service to 
the tourists.
The administration said the squad 
will be expanded, and its members 
will be deployed on different tourist 
spots across Punjab.
Punjab Rescue 1122 Director Gener-
al (DG), while addressing the squad 
members, said that it was their duty 
to serve the guests visiting Pakistan 
while recalling that serving people 
in difficult times was part of their 
oath.
He said that training to deal with 
emergency situations would help in 
prevention of untoward incident in 
bad or extreme weather condition. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The second Sub-Na-
tional Immunization Days (SNIDs) 
campaign of the year 2022 reached 
to more than 12.3 million children 
under the age of five.
The campaign was launched on 
June 27, covering 68 districts in all 
four provinces of the country. 
Over 100,000 trained and dedicated 
polio workers were engaged in the 
vaccination drive to inoculate the 
targeted children at their doorstep.
Dr. Shahzad Baig, Coordinator of 
the National Emergency Opera-
tions Centre, Polio Eradication Ini-
tiative (PEI), expressed satisfaction 
over the successful conclusion of 
the immunization campaign.
He congratulated federal and pro-
vincial government leadership, 
frontline workers, parents, and 
caregivers, for playing an instru-
mental role in vaccinating eligible 
children during the campaign.
“The programme has completed 
the June campaign across the coun-
try with an overall coverage of 98% 
of the target. 

However, despite significant efforts 
of the involved authorities, families 
still feel reluctant amidst different 
perceptions of getting their chil-
dren inoculated.”
“We will continue using targeted 
and focused campaigns as the op-
portunity to stop the virus circu-
lation once and for ever,” Dr Baig 
said.
He said”Repeated polio vaccination 
campaigns are imperative for build-
ing immunity among children and 
preventing possible death or life-
long paralysis.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) has formu-
lated a “cyber security framework” 
through extensive consultation and 
deliberation with Telecom Industry 
and leading cyber security experts.
The framework was based on Criti-
cal Telecom Data and Infrastructure 
Security Regulation (CTDISR) by 
PTA and defines the obligation for 
auditors and PTA’s licensees.
It provides guidance to the audi-
tors for performing gap assessment 
in the light of PTA’s cyber security 

regulations including interpretation 
and expectations against each secu-
rity control where necessary.
As part of the framework, a matu-
rity model has also been devised, 
whereby the controls have been 
classified on the basis of their critica
lly. It is pertinent to highlight that 
International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) gives significance to 
the cyber security framework of 
each member state while calculat-
ing Global Cyber Security Index 
(GCI). (APP)

SARGODHA: Punjab Food Authori-
ty (PFA) on Wednesday imposed fine 
on 21 food points and five milk carry-
ing vehicles over violating authority’s 
rules.
According to PFA officials, on the 
direction of PFA deputy director 
Sargodha Shahbaz Sarwar, a team 
conducted raids at Al Sattar Shan-
wari, Bismillah Hotel, Alshafi Dairy, 
Shalimar Sweets & Bakers, Sunrise 
Bakery, Madni Foods, Jehanzaib Gro-
cery Store, Chaudhry Superstore, Saif 
Foods, Kamran Traders, Muhammad 
Yar Milk collection centre etc and 
imposed fine of Rs 226,000 on them. 
Meanwhile, five vehicles carrying 
adulterated milk were fined of Rs 
12,000 during an inspection by the 
food safety teams.
The teams also got registered cas-
es against owners of two production 
units in police stations concerned.
Notices were served to 117 owners of 
food points for selling sub-standarda-
nd hygienic foods.  Meanwhile two 
persons were gunned down over an 
old enmity, in the jurisdiction of Bhera 
Police station. Police said on Wednes-
day the incident took place in Chawa 
village of Tehsil Bhera where Imran 
along with his accomplices alleged-
ly shot dead Asad (25) and his friend 
Rabnawaz (26) over a litigation of 
murder case and fled the scene. (APP)

Google expands Android Earthquake Alerts  
System to Pakistan

NDMA warns against more rains this week 

Urban flooding possible in Islamabad, Peshawar, Lahore

Peshawar’s BRT wins ‘Best Smart Ticketing  
Programme’ award for 2022

ISLAMABAD: Google, a major 
search engine, on Tuesday an-
nounced to expand its “Android 
Earthquake Alerts System” to Pa-
kistan to enable the users to detect 
seismic activities in their respective 
areas.
“Today, Google is launching An-
droid Earthquake Alerts System 
in Pakistan. Android Earthquake 
Alerts System is a no-cost, helpful 
Android feature that detects earth-
quakes around the world and alerts 
people,” said a news statement.
The system uses accelerometers in 
active android smart phones to de-
tect seismic activities. It alerts peo-
ple in two ways � via search and di-
rectly on the android mobile device 
itself.

“The system provides near-instant 
information to Google Search. 
When people look up “earthquake” 
or “earthquake near me,” they will 
find relevant results, along with 
helpful resources on what to do af-
ter an earthquake. Users who do not 
wish to receive these alerts can turn 
this off in device settings.” 
It was noted that Pakistan had expe-
rienced several earthquakes in the 
past especially in the northern and 
western parts of the country. With 
the expansion of this earthquake 
alerts system, Android users in Pa-
kistan may receive automatic early 
warning alerts that would help them 
be prepared for an emergency. 
On mobile devices, the Android 
Earthquake Alerts System displays 

two types of alerts, depending on 
the magnitude and intensity of the 
earthquake. “Be Aware” alerts peo-
ple when earthquakes with a mag-
nitude of 4.5 occur, or an intensity 
level of 3 or 4 on the MMI scale. The 
notification is sent along with the 
distance of the earthquake’s epicen-
ter. The alert uses the phone’s cur-
rent volume, vibration, and “Do Not 
Disturb settings”. (APP)

KARACHI: More monsoon rains are 
expected across the country, as the 
Met Office on Tuesday predicted 
that another strong weather system 
will reach over the country.
It said that the new weather system 
will be active initially over the coun-
try’s upper and central parts. It will 
make its presence felt in other parts 
of the country from Thursday.
Therefore, many parts of the coun-
try will witness rains with winds 
and thundershowers, and scattered 
heavy rainfalls, said the Met Office. 
It also advised the authorities to re-
main vigilant to meet any eventual-
ity.
The areas in and around Rawal-
pindi, Murree, Attock, Chakwal, 
Jhelum, Sialkot, Narowal, Lahore, 
Gujranwala, Gujrat, Sheikhupu-

ra, Faisalabad, Jhang, Mianwali, 
Khushab, Sargodha, Hafizabad 
and M.B. Din are expected to re-
ceive rain-wind-thundershowers 
with scattered heavy rainfalls from 
Wednesday (today) to next Tuesday, 
said the Met Office in a statement.
Similarly, Swat, Mansehra, Ko-
histan, Abbottabad, Haripur, Pe-
shawar, Mardan, Swabi, Nowshera, 
Kurram and Kohat, besides Azad 
Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and Islam-
abad may see rainy spells with occa-
sional gaps until Tuesday.
Rain-wind-thundershowers with 
isolated heavy rainfalls may also be 
seen in Bannu, Lakki Marwat, D.I. 
Khan, Sahiwal, Okara, Bhakkar, 
Layyah, Multan, Khanewal, Pakpat-
tan, Vehari, Rajanpur, Dera Ghazi 
Khan, Bahawalpur, Bahawalnagar, 

Rahimyar Khan and Khanpur.
The new weather system is likely 
to produce heavy rains in Karachi, 
Hyderabad, Thatta, Badin, Shaheed 
Benazirabad, Jamshoro, Mirpur-
khas, Dadu, Umerkot, Jacobabad, 
Larkana and Sukkur and other dis-
tricts of Sindh from July 24 to July 
26.
Rain-wind-thundershowers with a 
few heavy falls may also be experi-
enced in Zhob, Ziarat, Barkhan, Lo-
ralai, Bolan, Kohlu, Kalat, Khuzdar, 
Lasbela, Naseerabad, Jaffarabad 
and Sibi from July 22.
The expected heavy rains may gen-
erate urban flooding in Rawalpindi, 
Islamabad, Peshawar, Nowshera, 
Mardan, Faisalabad, Lahore and 
Gujranwala from Wednesday to Sat-
urday. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s (KP) prized Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) Peshawar has won the 
“Best Smart Ticketing Programme” 
award for 2022 by Transport Tick-
eting Global. 
The award recognizes BRT’s op-
erator Zu Peshawar’s efforts to 
improve the lives of many people 
through innovative solutions. This 
is the second award in a year that 
Peshawar BRT has won.
In February, the BRT had received 
the Gold Standard Service award 
from the Technical Committee of 
the BRT Standards in ‘environ-
ment-friendly services’ to the people 
of the provincial capital.
According to the criteria for 
award, the network to which the 
programme applies should serve 

200,000 or more daily journeys. 
The award takes into account user 
adoption, duration, sustainability, 
and any other factors that make the 
project stand out.
The winners were announced 
during the 10th annual awards cer-
emony which took place in London. 
The Best Ticketing Programme 
award recognises a public transport 
authority and their technology part-
ner that have launched a successful 
smart ticketing programme in the 
last 2 years.
The KP government where the PTI 
has been in power since 2013 had 
started work on BRT in October 
2017 and claimed it would go op-
erational in one year. However, the 
project was hit by a number of mis-
management and delays and finally 

former Prime Minister Imran Khan 
launched it on August 13, 2020. 
The BRT was inaugurated by then 
Chief Minister of the province Per-
vaiz Khattak in 2020 after a delay of 
around three years.
TransPeshawar won among a group 
of finalists which included JakLing-
ko, Thales, and Jatelindo Perkasa 
Abadi (Indonesia), MetroRio (Bra-
zil), The South Australian Public 
Transport Authority (SAPTA).(APP)

ISLAMABAD: An attractive view of clouds hovering over Federal Capital. APP photo.
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LONDON: Global tokenised pay-
ment transactions are expected to in-
crease 47 per cent to more than one 
trillion by 2026 from this year, as the 
e-commerce industry’s adoption of 
secure “one-click” transactions and 
Internet of Things (IoT) solutions 
continues to grow, according to Juni-
per Research.
About 680 billion transactions are 
expected in 2022, as quick transac-
tion solutions such as click-to-pay 
and auto-filling of checkout details, 
continue to grow, a study by the UK-
based company said.
Tokenisation is the process of replac-
ing things with high value, such as 
bank cards and account details, with 
alternative codes called “tokens” 
that have low or no intrinsic value.

This boosts security by removing the 
most valuable data that cyber crimi-
nals can steal during the transaction 
process. 
“Protecting payment data is integral 
to the security of the payments eco-
system. In an increasingly intercon-
nected world, with a growing num-
ber of payment options, the need for 
strong security solutions is clear,” 
Juniper said.
Card networks are encouraging 
the mass adoption of tokenisation 
to also improve payment approval 
rates, it said.
“With so many payment methods 
now in use, the need to ensure that 
consumer data is protected across 
all channels is only growing.”  
(Agencies)
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Pak underscores its commitment to IMF program

UAE, France sign two major energy agreements

WASHINGTON: Pakistan has un-
derscored its continued commit-
ment with the IMF program.
The commitment was expressed by 
Minister for Planning and Develop-
ment Ahsan Iqbal during a meeting 
with IMF’s Deputy Managing Direc-
tor Antoniettee M Sayeh in Wash-

ington.
Ahsan Iqbal said the government 
took difficult decisions as its priority 
is the economic stability of Pakistan 
and lead it to socio-economic devel-
opment.
The Minister expressed confidence 
that the IMF will give early approv-

al to the Staff Agreement.  He also 
sought the IMF’s assistance to the 
country’s agriculture sector espe-
cially to mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change.
The IMF’s Deputy Managing Direc-
tor assured that the international 
lender will continue to play its role 
to assist Pakistan in stabilizing its 
economy. 
“Pakistan is at a challenging eco-
nomic juncture. A difficult external 
environment combined with pro-
cyclical domestic policies fueled 
domestic demand to unsustainable 
levels. The resultant economic over-
heating led to large fiscal and exter-
nal deficits in FY22, contributed to 
rising inflation, and eroded reserve 
buffers.
“To stabilize the economy and 
bring policy actions in line with the 
IMF-supported program, while pro-
tecting the vulnerable, policy priori-
ties include. (Agencies)

PARIS: President Sheikh Mohamed 
and French leader Emmanuel Ma-
cron have witnessed the signing of 
two major energy agreements in 
Paris.
The first is a comprehensive strate-
gic energy partnership between the 
UAE and France, and the second is 
a strategic partnership agreement 
between Adnoc and TotalEnergies.
The CSEP focuses on enhancing en-
ergy security, affordability and de-
carbonisation, and progressive cli-

mate action before Cop28, which is 
set to take place in the UAE in 2023, 
state news agency Wam reported.
The landmark partnership builds on 
the strong, close and long-standing 
relations between both countries 
and leverages the UAE’s position as 
a responsible and reliable supplier 
of energy.
The UAE holds the sixth-largest 
crude oil reserves in the world and 
is committed to enabling global en-
ergy security. Through a balanced 

and pragmatic approach to the en-
ergy transition, the UAE is expand-
ing its crude oil production capacity 
to five million barrels per day, while 
increasing its global renewable en-
ergy capacity from 23 gigawatts to 
more than 100GW by 2030.
The Emirates is also investing more 
than $50 billion in clean energy 
projects in six continents, includ-
ing in 27 climate vulnerable island 
nations, through Masdar, the Abu 
Dhabi Future Energy Company, and 
other UAE platforms.
The agreement was signed by Dr 
Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Minister of 
Industry and Advanced Technology, 
managing director and group chief 
executive of Adnoc, and chairman 
of Masdar; Bruno Le Maire, French 
Minister of Economy, Finance, and 
Industrial and Digital Sovereign-
ty; and Agnes Pannier-Runacher, 
French Minister of Energy Transi-
tion. (Agencies)

Norwegian envoy underscores need 
for deepening trade ties

US to build talent pipeline for 700,000 
cybersecurity jobs: White House

Uber to pay $2.2m to disabled riders

Tesla EV sales gaining momentum in Australia

China, EU to talk trade amid tensions 
over Ukraine, Xinjiang

HBL wins “Best Bank in Pakistan 2022” 
award by Euromoney

LSMI production 
increases 7.1pc

Global tokenised payment transactions 
to surpass 1tn by 2026

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Nor-
way to Pakistan, Per Albert Ilsaas 
here on Tuesday said that Pakistan 
and Norway were enjoying excel-
lent relations, which needed to be 
further promoted, especially on eco-
nomic fronts.
The ambassador was talking to Fed-
eral Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue, Miftah Ismail during a call on 
meeting, according to press state-
ment issued by finance ministry.
The federal minister exchanged 
views on matters of mutual interest 
and highlighted Pakistan’s friendly 
relations with Norway. He said both 
the countries enjoy admirable bilat-
eral relations.

The minister shared about the eco-
nomic policies and priorities of the 
present government for sustainable 
and inclusive growth.
He extended full support and coop-
eration of the present government 
to enhance the economic relations 
between both the countries, the 
statement added. (APP)

WASHINGTON: The White House 
is convening a cyber workforce 
summit on July 19 in a bid to fill 
about 700,000 open cybersecurity 
positions, according to a release.
“With approximately 700,000 cy-
bersecurity positions open, America 
faces a national security challenge 
that must be tackled aggressively,” 
the release stated.
Led by National Cyber Director 
Chris Inglis, the National Cyber 
Workforce and Education Summit 
will bring senior Federal officials, 
such as Secretary of Commerce 

Gina M. Raimondo, Secretary of 
Homeland Security Alejandro N. 
Mayorkas, and Director of the Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency Jen Easterly, together 
with private sector executives, aca-
demics, and other thought leaders.
Participants will discuss how to im-
prove cybersecurity awareness, ed-
ucation, and training, including op-
portunities to build a talent pipeline 
through community colleges, regis-
tered apprenticeships, and non-tra-
ditional pathways that do not re-
quire a four-year degree. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Uber has agreed 
to pay more than $2m (£1.68m) to 
settle claims brought by the US gov-
ernment that its wait time fees dis-
criminated against customers with 
disabilities.
The firm also agreed to waive 
charges for disabled users in the 
future. More than 1,000 people had 
complained about the fees, which of-
ten kick in if it takes more than two 
minutes to get into the car.
Uber said its policy was to refund 
wait fees for disabled riders. In re-
solving the lawsuit, the ride-hailing 
company denied wrongdoing. 
“It has long been our policy to refund 
wait time fees for riders with a dis-
ability when they alerted us that they 
were charged,” the company said, 
adding that it had made changes be-
fore the lawsuit to have disabled rid-
ers’ wait time fees waived automati-

cally when Uber is notified that they 
were charged. 
Uber started charging wait time fees 
in some cities in 2016, eventually 
expanding the practice, according 
to the lawsuit, which the US Depart-
ment of Justice filed in November.  
The average fee was less than 60 
cents, the company said at the time.
Under the terms of the deal, Uber 
agreed to pay more than $1.7m to 
about 1,000 riders who complained, 
as well as $500,000 more to some 
people identified by the Department 
of Justice. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Tesla’s electric vehi-
cle (EV) sales are rapidly picking up 
off a low base in Australia and are 
set to catch up with sales of its Pow-
erwall home batteries in the coun-
try, Chair Robyn Denholm said on 
Tuesday (Jul 18).
“We now have more than 26,500 
Teslas on Australian roads, and 
the momentum is there,” Denholm 
said at the Australian Clean Ener-
gy Summit in Sydney.  “I personally 
wouldn’t be surprised if we double 
that number by the end of the year,” 
she said.
Australia makes up about one per 
cent of Tesla EV’s on the road, which 

totalled 2.5 million globally at the 
end of the first quarter of 2022. EVs 
make up just two per cent of new car 
sales in Australia.
“Australia is in a very unique position 
from an energy perspective, in that 
we have more Powerwalls installed 
in Australia than we do have Teslas 
on the road,” Denholm said.
Home batteries are popular in Aus-
tralia to go along with rooftop solar, 
in a country that has the highest per 
capita rooftop solar uptake globally.
The biggest obstacle to more rap-
id uptake of EVs is the lack of fast 
charging stations, Denholm said. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China and the European 
Union will hold high-level talks on 
the economy and trade amid ten-
sions over the war in Ukraine, the 
treatment of ethnic minority Mus-
lims in Xinjiang and an unratified 
investment deal.
Valdis Dombrovskis, executive vice 
president of the EU Commission, 
and Chinese Vice Premier Liu He 
will co-chair the virtual meeting 
involving economic officials from 
each side on Tuesday afternoon, 
Beijing time.
“I look forward to co-chairing this 
important event together with China 
Vice-Premier Liu He,” Dombrovskis 
said on his Twitter account on 
Monday. The dialogue comes after 

months of failed efforts to set a date 
for talks after the tense EU-China 
summit in April, during which the 
sides failed to agree on a joint state-
ment amid divisions over the war in 
Ukraine and human rights concerns.
EU High Representative Josep Bor-
rell described the April summit as a 
“dialogue of the deaf” after Europe-
an officials failed to secure reassur-
ances that Beijing would not offer 
practical support to Russia as it wag-
es war in Ukraine. 
China has criticised Western sanc-
tions against Moscow and promised 
to push for peace in “its own way”.  
In May, the European Parliament 
voted to “freeze” a sweeping invest-
ment deal with China. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Euromoney awards HBL 
the accolade of Best Bank in Paki-
stan 2022. The Bank has also won 
the Asiamoney award for Best Do-
mestic Bank in Pakistan 2022.
These two awards are the most pres-
tigious recognition in the banking 
industry, globally.
HBL is proud to serve its valued cli-
ents who have made these wins pos-
sible. These wins are a tribute to our 
millions of clients’ continued trust 
and confidence in HBL.
The Euromoney citation for HBL 
acknowledges that “HBL enjoyed its 
strongest-ever performance in 2021, 
and, by extension, the strongest 
performance in Pakistan. Its Rs62 
billion ($351.2 million at the time) 
consolidated pre-tax profit for the 
year represented 17% year-on-year 
growth.”
The citation went on to note that 
HBL’s growth in Pakistan is based on 
various factors including, “a vibrant 
year in consumer banking, digital 
momentum, record volumes in cash 
management, and a 20% growth in 

the farmer financing portfolio.
Highlighting HBL’s effort towards Is-
lamic finance, the citation mentions 
the Bank’s commitment towards the 
business as it showed great prog-
ress. The citation remarked, “HBL is 
also the only Pakistani bank among 
the signatories of the Green Invest-
ment Principles, China, and in 2021 
extended its existing commitment to 
stop financing coal to industries that 
contribute to deforestation.”
Euromoney and Asiamoney are 
global English-language publica-
tions focused on business and fi-
nance. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The overall output of 
Large Scale Manufacturing Indus-
tries (LSMI) during 11 months of 
fiscal year 2021-22 witnessed about 
7.1 percent growth as compared to 
the production of the corresponding 
period last year.
The LSMI output increased by 9.9 
percent during the month of May, 
2022 as compared to the same month 
of last year, meanwhile, it grew by 
0.04 percent as compared with April 
2022, according to the the provision-
al quantum indices of LSMI released 
by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
The data was compiled for May 2022 
with base year 2005-06, on the ba-
sis of latest figures supplied by the 
source agencies, it added.
During the period from July-May, 
2021-22, the output of industries 
including textile increased by 2 per-
cent, food, beverages and tobacco 
15.4 percent, coke and petroleum 
products 1.3 percent as compared 
to the corresponding period of last 
year. Meanwhile, the pharmaceuti-
cals production during the period 
under review grew by 13.3 percent, 
chemicals 9.3, automobiles 25.5 per-
cent, whereas, output of iron and 
steel products increased by 21.7 per-
cent.
The other LSMI which observed 
positive growth during the period 
under review included fertilizers by 
2.7 percent, leather products 2.3 per-
cent, paper, board 8.9 percent while 
wood 125 percent.
The sectors showing decline during 
July-May 2021-22 as compared to 
the corresponding period of last year 
included non-metallic mineral prod-
ucts 3.8 percent, electronics 7.6 per-
cent, engineering products 5.7 per-
cent, whereas the output of rubber 
products decreased by 17.3 percent. 
Meanwhile, the pharmaceuticals 
production during the period under 
review grew by 13.3 percent, chem-
icals 9.3, automobiles 25.5 percent, 
whereas, output of iron and steel 
products increased by 21.7 percent. 
(APP)
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- It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.
ARIES: These days, it’s clearer 
than ever how important your re-
lationships are, and not only with 
romantic partners. Friends, neigh-
bors, co-workers, even casual ac-
quaintances in your community — 
these are the people who care for 
you, who keep you safe, who make 
your days fun and interesting. Just 
be careful this week of developing 
unrealistic expectations. 
TAURUS: Once in a while, you’re 
gripped with the fear that, deep 
down in your core, you are boring, 
and you begin to lose patience with 
yourself. This is a matter of per-
spective. You’ve focused on all that 
seems dullest and most ordinary 
about you and lost sight of all the 
ways you’re unique and fascinating 
and lovable.    
GEMINI: After enough time spent 
analyzing your life, your relation-
ships, your true desires, you reach 
a point of diminishing returns. 
Self-reflection is necessary, but 
eventually you have to take the next 

step. This week, if you find yourself 
thinking in circles, consider that 
you need a break from reflection 
and that it’s time to use what you’ve 
learned to finally take action.   
CANCER: Too often, people act 
as if a hunger for attention were 
shameful or immature and should 
be suppressed. But the need to be 
seen and acknowledged — to have 
your presence recognized in this 
lonely, confusing world — is thor-
oughly human. You don’t have to 
make yourself small or invisible or 
deny yourself.  
LEO: It’s frustrating to feel you can’t 
express your full self. Maybe you’ve 
been weighed down by grief or anx-
iety, hemmed in by all the demands 
on your time, or surrounded by peo-
ple who don’t get you. Whatever the 
cause, you’ve felt stifled. This week 
offers the possibility of relief.   
VIRGO: As a rule, you take care to 
be realistic with yourself and others 
about your capabilities. You’ve seen 
what a disaster it can be when peo-
ple promise more than they can de-
liver or overcommit and then burn 
out. Your conscientiousness is ad-

mirable, but this week, remember 
that there’s a difference between 
blithe overconfidence and healthy 
risk-taking. 
LIBRA: You have an extraordinary 
ability to set people at ease. You 
know how to act and what to say to 
ensure that those around you feel 
comfortable, that nobody feels out 
of place or uncertain. Sometimes, 
though, it’s impossible to be true 
to yourself and your convictions, or 
to make progress toward your am-
bitions, without creating inconve-
nience or discomfort for somebody. 

SCORPIO: If your efforts haven’t 
panned out the way you hoped, it’s 
easy to tell yourself you didn’t work 
hard enough. Instead, this week, 
consider that you’ve been playing 
with an outdated set of guidelines, 
following the wrong instructions, 
or using a deck that was stacked 
against you from the start. The 
world is changing fast, and the old 
rules don’t apply. It’s stressful to try 
to move forward without a proven 
plan in place. 
SAGITTARIUS: Even the most un-
remarkable lives hold great value; 
you don’t have to go down in his-
tory as a hero or achieve an un-
precedented feat to live a life that’s 
wonderful, fulfilling, or purposeful. 
In the grand scheme of things, it’s 
enough to care for those around 
you, to live each day as well as you 
can. Nevertheless, this week, your 
heart might yearn for something 
grand, something more. You don’t 
have to be ambitious, but it’s also 
not too late to be. 
CAPRICORN: It can be difficult for 
you to accept kindness that’s of-
fered freely or relationships that de-

velop too easily, that don’t require 
constant maintenance. You look for 
the catch, the ulterior motive. And 
you aren’t wrong to be on guard. 
You’ve experienced too much heart-
break to take everyone you meet at 
their word.    
ACQUARIUS: When people behave 
cruelly, they come up with all kinds 
of excuses to justify themselves. 
They can talk themselves into be-
lieving their actions were correct, 
unavoidable, maybe noble — even 
when that’s clearly not the case. 
And while you know better than 
to believe them, you might still be 
tempted to argue, to tire yourself 
out trying to prove you’re worthy of 
respect. 
PISCES: You can picture, in vivid 
detail, the way you want to live, the 
way you sense you were meant to 
live. But the world makes it so diffi-
cult to focus fully on your purpose. 
Your energy is limited, and there 
are always other tasks demanding 
your attention, other people who 
need your care. You feel guilty for 
not doing more with your time on 
Earth.
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South Korea, Australia, Indonesia, 
Qatar seek 2023 Asian Cup

World Athletics Championship

Ethiopia’s Gebreslase wins World 
Women’s Marathon

Asia Cup likely to be 
shifted to UAE

Irfan’s 53rd Guinness 
World record approved

Traditional Games concluded in Dir 

Philipsen wins Tour de France stage 15

Volkanovski targets winner  
Oliveira-Makhachev at UFC 280

Shafique’s 160 runs lead Pakistan  
to historic win in 1st Test against Sri-Lanka

SEOUL: South Korea, Australia, In-
donesia and Qatar have submitted 
Expressions of Interest to replace 
China as hosts of next year’s Asian 
Cup, the Asian Football Confedera-
tion said on Monday.
The deadline for the four associa-
tions to submit their bid documents 
has been set for Aug. 31, and the 
AFC’s executive committee will an-
nounce the new host on Oct. 17, it 
said.
China was due to host the 24-team 
event, scheduled for next June and 
July, but the country’s efforts to fol-
low a zero-COVID-19 policy result-
ed in it being moved.
South Korea won the inaugural 
Asian Cup in 1956 and retained the 
trophy as hosts four years later, the 
only time for it to stage the finals. 
The country has not staged a major 
tournament since co-hosting the 
World Cup with Japan in 2002.
Australia, Asian Cup winners in 
2015, has a busy 2023 planned as 
co-hosts of the Women’s World Cup 
with New Zealand. That tournament 

starts in a year.
Football Australia chief executive 
James Johnson said earlier this 
month the governing body had 
consulted with the AFC to consider 
moving the Asian Cup to later in the 
calendar to avoid a clash with the 
World Cup.
Qatar will stage the men’s World 
Cup from Nov. 21 to Dec. 18. It has 
hosted the Asian Cup twice, in 1988 
and 2011, and won the tournament 
in 2019.
Indonesia was one of four co-hosts 
of the 2007 Asian Cup and exited in 
the group stage, its best finish in the 
tournament. (Agencies)

EUGENE: Ethiopia’s Gotytom Geb-
reslase cut loose in the latter stages 
to claim gold in the women’s mar-
athon at the World Athletics Cham-
pionships in Eugene, Oregon, on 
Monday.
Gebreslase, who won the 2021 
Berlin Marathon on her debut and 
finished third in this year’s Tokyo 
Marathon, kicked with 2km to go, 
winning in a championships record 
of 2hr 18min 11sec. Judith Jeptum 
Korir of Kenya claimed silver in a 
personal best of 2:18.20.
Kenyan-born Israeli Lonah Chemtai 
Salpeter claimed bronze in 2:20.18.
Gebreslase said Korir had asked her 
to pass after leading for a large peri-
od of the race.
“But I stayed patient,” she said. “To-
wards 40km, I felt strong and decid-
ed to leave.” It was a second mara-
thon title for an Ethiopian runner in 

Eugene after Tamirat Tola won the 
men’s marathon on Sunday.
“Tola’s win yesterday motivated me 
a lot today,” Gebreslase said. “I did 
not know I was the first Ethiopian 
woman to win (the world title since 
2015). “I plan to prepare well and 
defend my title in Budapest” at next 
year’s world championships. Korir 
admitted that it was “not easy to run 
with the fast Ethiopians”. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The 2022 Asia Cup, 
which would likely see Pakistan 
and India facing each other twice 
in league phase of the tournament, 
was expected to be shifted out from 
Sri Lanka, to Dubai and Sharjah.
Even though Sri Lanka has success-
fully hosted a full tour of Austra-
lia and was currently hosting Test 
against Pakistan without any major 
hassles.
Sri Lanka Cricket would remain the 
official host of the Asia Cup, but the 
tournament, was set to be played 
in Dubai and Sharjah to be played 
from August 27 and September 11. 
The decision was taken at an Asian 
Cricket Council (ACC) meeting this 
week. 
Up until last week, Sri Lanka Crick-
et was “very confident” of hosting 
the Asia Cup despite the country’s 
deepening economic and political 
crisis. With food supplies drying up, 
fuel supply being cut to private ve-
hicles, and severe daily power out-
ages. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s acclaimed 
martial artist Irfan Mehsood has 
added another feather to his cap af-
ter his 53rd Guinness World Record 
was approved of the most jump 
squats carrying a 60lb pack in one 
minute.
“I broke the previous record of 40 
jump squats by doing 54 in one min-
ute carrying a 60lb pack. I’m the 
first player to break this record,” he 
told APP on Tuesday.
Irfan, who attempted the record 
in Dera Ismail Khan in March this 
year, holds 28 Guinness World Re-
cords in the most push-ups catego-
ry and was also the record holder in 
Most Jumping Jacks category at the 
world level. He said he was also the 
only athlete to break world records 
using 80 to 100 Pounds weight.
“I’m the only Pakistani athlete to 
break most of India’s world re-
cords. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The competitions of 
the ongoing Traditional Games con-
cluded in Dir Lower amidst great 
enthusiasm witnessed among all the 
participating players from all across 
the district.
Deputy Director Operation Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Jamshed Baloch, Re-
gional Sports Officer Malakand Re-
gion Kashif Farhan, District Sports 
Officer Ibrar Khan, District Sports 
President Dir Lower Malik Shah Na-
seem Khan, General Secretary Mus-
lim Khan, President of Badminton, 
and other personalities were also 
present.
In the Musical Chair competition 
Anita took first position and Ro-
shan and Gul Rukh took second and 
third respectively, Habib in Kharkai, 
Adenzai in Gulli Danda and Tamer-
garh won first place in the volleyball 
competition. 
The team of Och won the trophy 
after defeating Balambat in the Ka-

baddi competition, Tamargarh Teh-
sil Club won the first position in Tug 
of War and Samar Bagh Tehsil took 
second position. 
In the competitions Timargarah A 
team won ‘Afan in Balori compe-
titions, In Chandru competitions, 
Alina Bibi and Mersalin won against 
Sara and Lubna.
According to Deputy Director 
Sports Operations Jamshed Baloch, 
in the light of the instructions of 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan and 
provincial minister Muhammad Atif 
Khan, secretary sports Tahir Or-
akzai, DG Sports Khalid Khan and 
Director Operation Aziz Jan have 
taken all out efforts for ensuring 
healthy activities for the youth of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Director Operations Azizullah 
Jan said that currently Traditional 
Games continued in all districts and 
the final phase of the Games would 
be organized in Peshawar. (APP)

CARCASSONNE: Belgian Jasper 
Philipsen claimed his maiden victo-
ry on the Tour de France when he 
won a bunch sprint in the 15th stage 
as overall leader Jonas Vingegaard 
suffered a bad day today.
Alpecin-Deceuninck rider Philipsen 
timed his effort to perfection to beat 
compatriot Wout van Aert and Dane 
Mads Pedersen, who were second 
and third respectively.
Vingegaard retained the yellow jer-
sey but hit the deck and lost two 
of his Jumbo-Visma team mates as 
Steven Kruijswijk crashed out and 
Primoz Roglic did not take the start 
of the 202.5-km ride from Rodez af-
ter failing to recover from injuries.  
With temperature above 40 degrees 

Celsius, organisers sprayed parts of 
the road with water to cool down the 
melting tar before the riders passed.
Nils Politt and Mikkel Honore built 
up an advantage of about 2:30 over 
the peloton while Michael Morkov 
was dropped early on and suffered 
an ordeal alone at the back. (Agen-
cies)

ABU DHABI: Alexander Volkanovski 
is targeting the winner of the light-
weight title fight between Charles Ol-
iveira and Islam Makhachev in Abu 
Dhabi as he sets his sights on becom-
ing a two-division UFC champion.
The featherweight belt-holder, for 
many the best pound-for-pound 
fighter in the sport at present, is 
seeking to move up to 155lbs having 
earlier this month dominated regu-
lar 145lb-rival Max Holloway at UFC 
276. The unanimous decision victo-
ry, a fourth successive title defence, 
lifted Volkanovski’s professional win 
streak to 22, leaving him looking to 
lightweight for his next challenge. 
The Australian will therefore be pay-
ing close attention to the UFC’s return 
to Abu Dhabi in three months, after 
the promotion confirmed on Satur-

day that Oliveira and Makhachev will 
top the card at UFC 280 in a clash for 
the vacant lightweight title. 
The event takes place at Etihad 
Arena on October 22. Speaking to 
The MMA Hour late on Monday, 
Volkanovski said he wanted a light-
weight title shot early next year as 
he recovers from a broken hand sus-
tained against Holloway. (Agencies)

GALLE: A tense final morning, in 
which Pakistan had 120 to get with 
seven wickets in hand, began with 
the closest call. Mohammad Rizwan, 
coming forward to a Prabath Jayasur-
iya delivery, saw the ball slip between 
bat and pad before passing within a 
couple of centimetres of the off bail.
There were plenty of other moments 
to fray Pakistani nerves. In the third 
over, Abdullah Shafique was hit on 
the back leg by Jayasuriya, raising a 
voracious lbw appeal. Sri Lanka re-
viewed the not-out decision, but the 
ball was shown to be climbing over 
the stumps. Several overs later, once 
Pakistan had whittled the require-

ment down to double figures, another 
Jayasuriya ball that passed Rizwan’s 
outside edge prompted another big 
appeal, and another burned review. 
When he was on 128, Shafique 
thought a ball that erupted from a 
length and beat the keeper had gone 

towards the boundary, and began to 
take off for a run, before hastily turn-
ing back. Had Dhananjaya de Sil-
va, who had caught that ball at slip, 
connected with his shy at the stumps, 
Shafique would have been out.
And then there was the rain. A large 
black cloud parked itself over the sta-
dium when Pakistan had about 25 to 
get. Not willing to let his almost 400-
ball innings end in a rain-affected 
draw, Shafique came down the pitch 
and tried to launch Dhananjaya de 
Silva over deep midwicket, and only 
ended up skying it to Kasun Rajitha, 
who came in a few metres off the 
boundary and dropped it. (APP)
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Japan to hold state funeral for ex-PM Abe

NZ launches new investor migrant visa Azerbaijan starts return  
of people to recaptured areas

Implementation of IMF agreement must 
for reviving economy: Miftah

LGBT ‘propaganda’  
faces complete ban in Russia

Australians urged to work from home, 
Omicron wave swamps hospitals

Albania, North Macedonia finally start 
EU membership talks

US House passes bill to protect  
same-sex marriage

Wildfire rages near Athens;  
homes damaged, hospital evacuated

TOKYO: Japan plans a state funeral 
on Sept 27 for former prime minister 
Shinzo Abe who was shot to death 
at a campaign rally this month, a 
government official and leading rul-
ing party source said on Wednesday.
An official decision will be made at 
a cabinet meeting on Friday, they 
added.
The site will be the Nippon Bu-
dokan, an arena originally built for 
the 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games that 
has since been a popular venue for 
sports events and concerts as well 
as the site for a memorial service 
for World War Two dead held every 
year on Aug 15.
Japanese prime minister Fumio 
Kishida said last week that Abe, 

67, would be given a state funer-
al in recognition of being Japan’s 
longest-serving prime minister as 
well as his contributions to Japan 
and the world. The last such state 
funeral for a former prime minister, 
in which the government bears full 
costs for the ceremony, was held in 
1967 for ex-premier Shigeru Yoshi-
da. (Agencies)

WELLINGTON: The New Zealand 
government said on Wednesday 
that it had created a new investor 
migrant visa to attract experienced, 
high-value investors to invest in do-
mestic businesses.
The new Active Investor Plus visa 
will replace the old investment visa 
categories and would require mi-
grants to make investments in New 
Zealand businesses, Economic and 
Regional development minister Stu-
art Nash said in a statement.
He said the old visas had often re-
sulted in migrants investing in 
shares and bonds rather than direct-
ly into New Zealand companies.
“We want to encourage active in-
vestment into New Zealand, which 
generates more high-skilled jobs 

and economic growth compared to 
passive investment,” Nash said.
Eligibility criteria for the new visa 
includes a minimum NZ$5 million 
(US$3.1 million) investment and 
only 50% of that can be invested 
in listed equities. The visa cate-
gory will open on 19 Sept, 2022.  
(Agencies)

ZANGILAN: Azerbaijan on Tues-
day began the process of returning 
its people to land recaptured from 
Armenian separatists in what Baku 
calls “The Great Return” follow-
ing a 2020 war over disputed Na-
gorno-Karabakh.
The oil-rich country has vowed to 
repopulate lands recaptured in the 
six-week war with its arch-foe and 
Caucasus neighbor Armenia that 
killed more than 6,500 people two 
years ago.
President Ilham Aliyev had for years 
promised to retake lands lost in the 
1990s, and the first returns marked 
a symbolic moment for Azerbaijan.
An official said almost 60 people 
moved back to a village they had 
had to flee in 1993, when ethnic 
Armenian separatists broke away 
from Baku, triggering a conflict that 
claimed around 30,000 lives. 

Hundreds of thousands of Azerbai-
janis quit the area during the fight-
ing.
“Fifty-eight people returned to the 
district of Zangilan” recaptured by 
Baku in October 2020, Vahid Haji-
yev, special presidential representa-
tive in the region, told reporters.
More than 30,000 ethnic Azerbai-
janis fled Zangilan, near the Iranian 
border, in 1993. “At this stage, a total 
of 41 families will return” over the 
next five days to the newly rebuilt 
village of Agally in Zangilan, Haji-
yev said.
The government has pledged to pro-
vide jobs for the returnees, Hajiyev 
said. It has already built dozens of 
houses in Agally equipped with so-
lar batteries, a brand-new school 
and a kindergarten, he added. “Over 
the next months the village will be 
fully repopulated.” (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance 
Miftah Ismail has said implementa-
tion of the IMF agreement was must 
for reviving the economy.
The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) government had saved 
the country from default and it was 
bound to fulfill the conditions under 
the soft agreement inked with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
he said during an informal talk with 
media.
It is vital for the government to com-
plete five year parliamentary tenure 
in order to boost the economy and 
streamline the system, he added.
Replying to a question about rupee 
depreciation, he said some economic 
sectors including exports and remit-
tances were showing positive indica-
tions for the last few months. Efforts 

were being made to curtail imports 
and increase exports, he added. To 
another question about oil products, 
the minister said that a friendly coun-
try was trying to support Pakistan in 
that regard. To a query, he said that 
a temporary set up could not address 
the challenges confronting the na-
tion. The PML-N government was 
fully capable to steer the country out 
of crises and the party would win the 
next elections on the basis of perfor-
mance, he added. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: A new bill compares the 
promotion of “non-traditional sexu-
al relations” with war propaganda 
and inciting national, racial, or re-
ligious hatred
The promotion of LGBT relations 
could be permanently banned in 
Russia under a bill introduced to 
the State Duma on Monday, which 
likens such messaging to war pro-
paganda and incitement of hatred.
Currently, LGBT ‘propaganda’ in 
Russia is only banned when direct-
ed at children, but some politicians 
have been calling for harsher re-
strictions and punishments for the 
“denial of family values” and “pro-
paganda of non-traditional sexual 
relations.” In an explanatory note 

attached to the bill, the authors 
argue that LGBT ‘propaganda’ has 
become widespread in Russia and 
is being promoted through the me-
dia, public events, streaming ser-
vices, and the depiction of such re-
lationships in films.
“In Russia, at the legislative level, it 
is not allowed to promote suicide, 
drugs, extremism, and criminal 
behavior, as they are considered 
negative and socially dangerous 
phenomena. At the same time, for-
mally, until now, there is no ban on 
propaganda of the denial of family 
values and non-traditional sexual 
relations, including with the use of 
film distribution,” the note reads. 
(Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australians admitted to 
hospitals from Covid-19 neared re-
cord levels today as authorities urged 
businesses to let staff work from 
home and recommended people wear 
masks indoors and get booster shots 
urgently amid a major outbreak.
Australia is in the grip of a third Omi-
cron wave driven by the highly trans-
missible new subvariants, BA.4 and 
BA.5, with more than 300,000 cases 
recorded over the past seven days, 
even as authorities flagged the actual 
numbers could be double. Tuesday’s 
50,000 cases was the highest in two 
months.
“We need to do some things different-

ly at least for a short period of time,” 
Australia’s chief medical officer Paul 
Kelly told ABC Radio today, as he pre-
dicted the number of people ending 
up in hospitals will soon hit an all-
time high. 
“We know that working from home 
is a very key component of stopping 
what we call macro spreading.”About 
5,300 Australians are currently in 
hospital with Covid-19, not far off 
the record 5,390 recorded in Janu-
ary during the BA.1 outbreak, official 
data showed. Numbers in the states of 
Queensland, Tasmania and Western 
Australia are already at their highest 
since the pandemic began. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Albania and North 
Macedonia began membership talks 
with the European Union on Tues-
day, overcoming a series of obsta-
cles thrown up by EU governments 
despite an original promise to begin 
negotiations in mid-2018.
The start of formal negotiations to 
allow the two Balkan countries to 
eventually join the world’s largest 
trading bloc are a breakthrough but 
have revealed the EU’s lack of appe-
tite for further enlargement, partic-
ularly in northern Europe.
“You have shown strategic patience, 
in abundance,” European com-

mission president Ursula von der 
Leyen told the leaders of Albania 
and North Macedonia in Brussels 
alongside the Czech prime minister, 
whose country holds the six-month 
presidency of the EU. 
Despite a recommendation by the 
EU’s executive commission for the 
two countries to start talks four 
years ago, first the German and 
Dutch parliaments, then France’s 
president and then Bulgaria’s gov-
ernment each took their turn to 
hold up the process with differ-
ent demands of the two hopefuls.  
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US House of 
Representatives passed a bill yester-
day that would provide federal pro-
tection for same-sex marriage amid 
fears that the Supreme Court could 
roll back recognition of such unions.
The Respect for Marriage Act was 
approved in the Democratic-con-
trolled chamber by a vote of 267 to 
157, but its prospects are uncertain 
in the Senate.
47 Republican lawmakers joined 
Democrats in voting for the bill, 
which was met with scattered ap-
plause on the House floor when it 
passed.
Democrats have 50 seats in the 
100-member Senate and 10 Republi-

can votes would be needed to bring 
the measure to the floor. The Re-
spect for Marriage Act would force 
US states to recognise a valid mar-
riage performed in another state, 
providing protection for not only 
same-sex unions but also interracial 
marriages. 
The bill repeals the 1996 Defense 
of Marriage Act that defined a mar-
riage as a union between one man 
and one woman.
The Supreme Court, in a 5-4 ruling, 
struck down part of the Defense of 
Marriage Act, which denied fed-
eral benefits to married same-sex 
couples, in 2013 but the law had re-
mained on the books. (Agencies)

ATHENS: A wildfire fuelled by gale-
force winds raged in the mountain-
ous region of Penteli near Athens on 
Wednesday morning, burning homes 
and prompting authorities to order the 
evacuation of at least nine areas and a 
hospital.
Thick clouds of smoke darkened the 
sky over Mount Penteli where the fire 
broke out around 1430 GMT on Tues-
day, some 27 km (16 miles) north of 
central Athens. There were no reports 
of injuries, the fire brigade said.
About 485 firefighters and 120 fire 
engines were deployed to try to tame 
the blaze, which was burning on sev-

eral fronts. More than seven helicop-
ters and planes were dumping water 
on the flames, though they had halted 
operations during the night for safety 
reasons.
“It was a difficult night,” said Fire De-
partment spokesperson Yiannis Ar-
topios in a televised statement, adding 
that the wind speed exceeded 80 kilo-
metres (50 miles)per hour.
“Due to the intensity and speed of the 
winds, the fire constantly changed di-
rection throughout the night, which 
made fighting it, in the middle of the 
night, even more difficult,” he said. 
(Agencies)

East Timor hopes to join Asean  
under Indonesia presidency next year

BOGOR: East Timor President Jose 
Ramos-Horta said on Tuesday during 
a visit to Indonesia that he hoped to 
boost trade ties between the coun-
tries and seal a decades-long bid by 
his nation to join Asean next year.
Ramos-Horta met his counterpart 
Joko Widodo on his first state visit to 
neighbouring Indonesia since he was 
elected in April for a second stint as 
president. He previously served as 
president of East Timor, which is 
also known as Timor Leste, between 
2007 and 2012. “Timor Leste as part 
of Southeast Asia has fulfilled many 

of the requirements necessary for a 
functioning economy and democra-
cy so… will be a productive member 
of Asean,” he said, noting he hoped 
his young country could join the 
group when Indonesia takes over the 
presidency next year.  (Agencies)
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