
Follow us @     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail@gmail.com     www.thekhybermail.com

About Khyber Mail The Khyber mail was first published in Peshawar, Pakistan in 1932. A newspaper in English by the eminent journalist Sheikh Sana Ullah. From 1932 to 1989 it has survived as leading 
English newspaper in the region by the sons of Sana Ullah i.e. Sheikh Zaka Ullah, Sheikh Inayat Ullah and Sheikh Saleem Ullah. 
The publication was shut down in 1989 due to various reasons. The current owner Rizwan Inayat son of Sheikh Inayat Ullah and grandson of Sheikh Sana Ullah, has restarted the family heritage but meeting with 
the requirement of the century, by giving the readers current happenings around the world with one touch anywhere any time and updating the reader to pace up with the world.

Editor: Omer Rizwan

www.thekhybermail.com

Chief Editor: Rizwan Inayat
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Test Print, Vol 9, No 7 - Thursday 4 August 2022Pages 8

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment on Wednesday decided to 
move Supreme Court SC for dis-
qualification of former prime min-
ister and PTI chief Imran Khan and 
ban on his party.
The decision was taken in a meeting 
of law experts headed by Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad. 
The meeting was also attended by 
the leaders of the coalition parties.
The Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) on Tuesday announced 
the much-awaited verdict in the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) prohib-
ited funding case.
The ECP bench in its reserved ver-
dict said prohibited funding against 
PTI has been proven.
ECP, in its unanimous verdict, ruled 

that the party received funds from 
business tycoon Arif Naqvi and 
from 34 foreign nationals. It went on 
to say that the party had taken own-
ership of eight accounts and kept 16 
hidden.
Unknown accounts have also come 
to light, said the commission in its 
verdict, adding that hiding accounts 
is a “violation” of Article 17 of the 
Constitution.
The electoral watchdog also de-
cided to issue a show-cause no-
tice to the PTI to explain why the 
commission should not seize the 
funds it received. The commis-
sion also said that PTI chief Imran 
Khan had submitted a “misdec-
laration” with the commission. .  
(Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa on 
Wednesday met the families of army 
officers martyred in a helicopter 
crash in Balochistan.
According to Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), General Bajwa 
met with the families of Lt Gen 
Sarfraz Ali and Brigadier Muham-
mad Khalid who were onboard the 
army aviation army helicopter that 
crashed during a flood relief oper-
ation in Lasbela district of Baloch-
istan.
The army chief also met the family 
members of Lt Col Laiq Baig Mirza 
who was kidnapped and martyred 
by terrorists in Ziarat last month.
COAS Bajwa also attended the fu-
neral prayers of Lt Gen Sarfaraz Ali 
in Quetta. Acting Governor Baloch-
istan Jan Muhammad Jamali, Chief 
Minister Quddus Bizenjo, provincial 
ministers, civil and senior military 
officials, and relatives of the mar-
tyrs attended the funeral.
The funeral prayers of Lt General 
Sarfraz, Major General Amjad and 
Brigadier Khalid will also be offered 
in Rawalpindi after which they will 
be laid to rest.
The funeral prayers of other Paki-
stan Army soldiers martyred in a he-
licopter crash were offered in their 
native towns, and participated by 
the senior military officials, civilians 
and their relatives.

The Namaz-e-Janaza of Major Talha 
Shaheed was offered in Rawalpindi. 
Chief of General Staff Lieutenant 
General Azhar Abbas, Commander 
Rawalpindi Corps Lieutenant Gen-
eral Sahir Shamshad Mirza, senior 
serving and retired military officials, 
relatives of the Shaheed and people 
from all walks of life attended the 
prayer.
Major Talha was buried with full 
military honour as a Pakistan Army 
contingent presented guard of hon-
our. Lt Gen Mirza presented the Na-
tional Flag to his father and also laid 
a wreath on his grave.
The funeral prayer of Naik Mudas-
sar Fayyaz was offered in Shakar-
garh, Narowal. The General Offi-
cer Commanding Sialkot Garrison, 
senior military and civil officials 
including district police officer and 
deputy commissioner attended the 
funeral.
A Pakistan Army contingent pre-
sented guard of honour to the Sha-
heed, while the National Flag was 
presented to his family and a wreath 
were laid on his grave.
The Namaz-e-Janaza of Shaheed 
Major Saeed was held in Larkana. 
The Commander Logistics Pannu 
Aqil Garrison, serving senior offi-
cers, soldiers, relatives, and a large 
number of people attended the 
prayer. The National Flag was also 
presented to his father. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan witnessed 
a slight soar in the Covid-19 cases 
in the past 24 hours with 9 deaths 
and a positivity ratio jumping up to 
3.85%, data shared by the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) revealed.
As per details, 20,949 tests were 
conducted in the last 24 hours out 
of which 806 came out positive with 
9 deaths.
On the other hand, 160 patients are 
in critical care at different medical 
facilities across the country.
Meanwhile in Karachi, 176 new 

infected were reported and 12 pa-
tients are on ventilators.
As per statistics, 73 patients suc-
cumbed to Covid-19 in Sindh during 
the past month (July). The weekly 
rate of corona cases in Karachi is 
2.09%. 
Overall, the weekly rate of Corona in 
Sindh is 1.95%. On the other hand, 
Covid-19 cases have been further 
reported in Balochistan, with the 
deadly virus spreading at a rate of 
2.65 percent. The coronavirus ratio 
in Quetta is the highest. (Agencies)
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disqualification, ban on PTI
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of helicopter crash martyrs

Covid-19: Pakistan reports 9 deaths

TAIPEI: US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi landed in Taiwan defying a 
string of increasingly stark warnings 
and threats from China that have 
sent tensions between the world s 
two superpowers soaring.
Pelosi, second in line to the presi-
dency, is the highest-profile elected 
US official to visit Taiwan in 25 years 
and Beijing has made clear that it re-
gards her presence as a major prov-
ocation, setting the region on edge.
Live broadcasts showed the 82-year-
old lawmaker, who flew on a US mil-
itary aircraft, being greeted at Taipei 
s Songshan Airport by foreign min-
ister Joseph Wu.
“Our delegation s visit to Taiwan hon-
ors America s unwavering commit-
ment to supporting Taiwan s vibrant 
democracy,” she said in a statement 
upon her arrival, adding that her vis-
it “in no way contradicts” US policy 
towards Taipei and Beijing. Taiwan 
said the trip displayed “rock solid” 
support from Washington. Reaction 
from Beijing was swift with US Am-
bassador Nicholas Burns summoned 
by the Foreign Ministry late Tuesday 

and warned that Washington “shall 
pay the price” for Pelosi s visit. “The 

move is extremely egregious in na-

ture and the consequences are ex-
tremely serious,” China s Vice For-
eign Minister Xie Feng was quoted 
as saying by the state news agency 
Xinhua. “China will not sit idly by.”
Pelosi is currently on a tour of Asia 
and while neither she nor her office 
confirmed the Taipei visit in ad-
vance, multiple US and Taiwanese 
media outlets reported it was on the 
cards -- triggering days of mounting 
anger from Beijing.
China s military said it was on 
“high alert” and would “launch a 
series of targeted military actions 
in response” to the visit. It prompt-
ly announced plans for a series of 
military exercises in waters around 
the island to begin on Wednesday, 
including “long-range live ammuni-
tion shooting” in the Taiwan Strait.
“Those who play with fire will per-
ish by it,” Beijing s foreign ministry 
added. 
Taiwan s defence ministry said more 
than 21 Chinese military aircraft had 
flown on Tuesday into Taiwan s air 
defence identification.
China summoned the US ambas-
sador in Beijing Tuesday to rebuke 
him over House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi s “egregious” trip to Taiwan, 
state media reported.
Vice Foreign Minister Xie Feng 
voiced “strong protests” over Pelosi 
s visit to the democratic self-govern-
ing island, which China considers 
part of its territory, during his talk 
with Ambassador Nicholas Burns. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden 
plans to sign a second executive or-
der today meant to address the re-
cent Supreme Court decision to end 
the nationwide constitutional right to 
abortion, as he faces pressure from 
fellow Democrats to be more forceful 
on the issue.
The order, like his first one, is ex-
pected to have limited impact, as US 
states enact a wave of laws restricting 
abortion, access to medication and 

funding for such services.
Last month, Biden said the court was 

“out of control” after ruling in June 
to overturn Roe v Wade, ending a 
half-century of protections for wom-
en’s reproductive rights. His first or-
der in early July directed the federal 
government’s health department to 
expand access to medication abortion 
and ensure that women who travel 
for abortions are protected. The latest 
action builds on those measures, and 
like the first one remains vague about 
how it can be achieved. (Agencies)

Pelosi lands in Taiwan, defying China threats
China summons US ambassador over Pelosi’s Taiwan trip

MOSCOW: Russia said it 
had destroyed a depot of 
foreign arms near the city 
of Lviv, in a rare strike on 
western Ukraine.
“Air-launched high-preci-
sion long-range missiles 
near the city of Radekhiv in 
Lviv region destroyed a stor-
age base with foreign-made 
weapons and ammunition 
delivered to the Kyiv regime 
from Poland,” the defence 
ministry said in a statement.
The statement did not spec-
ify what types of weapons 
were destroyed in the at-
tack on Radekhiv, some 
60km northeast of the re-
gional capital Lviv. The min-

istry said it also destroyed 
four warehouses con-
taining rockets, artillery 
weapons and ammunition 
in the southern region of 
Mykolaiv and the eastern 
region of Donetsk. Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin sent 
troops into Ukraine on Feb 
24, sparking a conflict that 
has killed thousands, dis-
placed millions and fuelled 
fears of a global food crisis 
over blocked grain exports. 
After abandoning efforts to 
take Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, 
Russian troops have instead 
focused on capturing the 
eastern region of Donbas. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China insisted 
today its military exercises 
around the Taiwan Strait 
were “necessary and just” 
in the wake of US House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit 
to the self-ruled island.
“The Chinese military’s 
conducting of military exer-
cises in the sea near China’s 
Taiwan are a necessary and 
just measure to resolutely 
protect national sovereign-
ty,” foreign ministry spokes-
man Hua Chunying told a 
regular briefing.
“In the current struggle sur-
rounding Pelosi’s Taiwan 
visit, the US are the provo-
cateurs, China is the victim. 

The joint provocation by the 
US and Taiwan came first, 
China’s just defence came 
after,” she added.
China’s leaders have ex-
pressed fury at Pelosi’s 
Taiwan visit, painting it 
as threatening the fragile 
cross-strait status quo.
In response, China has an-
nounced a series of live-fire 
military exercises around 
Taiwan, with the Eastern 
Theatre Command saying 
that “joint naval and air ex-
ercises will be conducted in 
the northern, southwestern, 
and southeastern sea and 
airspaces” of the island. 
(Agencies)

Moscow destroys foreign arms 
depot in Ukraine

Islamabad reaffirms 
‘One-China’ policy 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednes-
day reaffirmed its strong commit-
ment to ‘One-China’ policy and 
expressed firm support to China’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.
“Pakistan is deeply concerned over 
the evolving situation in the Taiwan 
Strait, which has serious implica-
tions for regional peace and stabili-
ty,” the Foreign Office said in a state-
ment.
The FO said the world was already 
reeling through a critical security 
situation due to the Ukraine conflict, 
with destabilizing implications for 
international food and energy secu-
rity.
“The world cannot afford another 
crisis that has negative consequenc-
es for global peace, security and 
economy,” it said. (Agencies)

Biden to sign new order to protect abortion rights

China says drills near Taiwan Strait 
‘necessary and just’
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2 City

Emergency Phone 
Numbers

Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade 
Cantt:

091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

-Your Source for Alternate News-

PESHAWAR: A beautiful view of cloudscape during monsoon spell in the Provincial Capital. 
APP Photo
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KP increases compensation amount  
for flood & calamity hit victims

Staff Report
PESHAWAR: The Chief Minister 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood 
Khan on Tuesday directed the con-
cerned authorities to initiate full-
fledged anti-encroachments drive 
in the flood affected districts of the 
province and open all the blocked 
roads immediately to provide re-
lief to the masses. He issued these 
directives while chairing a meeting 
of the provincial cabinet held here, 
which besides the cabinet members 
was also attended by the Provincial 
Chief Secretary, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Senior Member Board of 
Revenue and Administrative Secre-
taries of various Government De-
partments.
Provincial Minister for Labour & 
Culture, Shaukat Ali Yousafzai 
while briefing media persons about 
the decisions of the cabinet meet-
ing at ITLA’A Cell informed that the 
cabinet also approved enhancing 
compensation for the heirs of those 
lost their lives in the natural disas-
ters from Rs.0.3 million to Rs.0.8 
million and the compensation for 
damaged houses from Rs.0.1 million 
to Rs.0.4 million. 
The cabinet, he said, appreciated the 
services of the Districts Administra-

tion, Rescue-1122 and other public 
institutions for initiating quick relief 
activities during the floods. The La-
bour Minister further informed that 
the Chief Minister has directed for 
opening Rescue-1122 stations in the 
mines-rich districts throughout the 
province so as to ensure initiating 
prompt relief activities and safe-
guard the lives of the mine workers 
during emergencies. 
He further said that the cabinet also 
approved the continuation of subsi-
dy on Atta and the masses will now 
get the subsidized Atta throughout 
the year. 
The government, he said, is spend-
ing Rs.35 billion as subsidy on Atta. 
Sufficient stock of Atta is available 
in the province at the current mo-
ment and more than 2 lac bags of 

Atta, weighing 10 and 20 Kg, is be-
ing provided to the masses on daily 
basis. This quota, he said, will be en-
hanced upto 2.5 lacs daily by 15th of 
the current month. 
The provincial cabinet, he further 
said, also discussed the Admission 
Policy/Criteria for reserved seats in 
Medical/Dental colleges for Erst-
while FATA candidates in various in-
stitutes across the country as per di-
rection of the Peshawar High Court, 
Peshawar and decided to maintain 
the status quo for the time being. 
Shaukat Yousafzai further informed 
that the cabinet also approved the 
extension of tenure of three mem-
bers of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Child Protection & Welfare Com-
mission for the second consecutive 
term. 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly on Tuesday offered Fate-
ha for the departed souls of Pakistan 
Army officials martyred in Helicop-
ter crash in Balochistan.
Soon after recitation from the Holy 
Quran, Nighat Orakzai of PPP told 
panel of the Chairman, Idrees Khat-
tak about the tragic Pakistan Army 
Helicopter incident in Balochistan.
The chair asked the Abdus Salam 
MPA of PTI to offer Fateha for the 
departed soul of the martyred Army 
Officials. 
The Pakistan Army helicopter that 
had gone missing last evening in 
Balochistan crashed, leaving six 
military personnel martyred, the In-
ter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
said on Tuesday. 
Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali, 
who was commandant at the Com-

mand & Staff College in Quetta, 
had been commissioned in six Azad 
Kashmir regiments in March 1989 
and served the Pakistan Army for 33 
years. 
The Director-General Pakistan 
Coast Guard Major General Amjad 
Hanif had been commissioned in 19 
Azad Kashmir regiments in April 
1994 and served for 29 years in the 
Pakistan Army.
Commander Engineers 12 Corps 
Brigadier Muhammad Khalid had 
been commissioned in the 20 Engi-
neer Battalion in 1994 and served 
for 29 years in the Pakistan Army. 
Major Saeed Ahmed was the pi-
lot while Major Muhammad Talha 
Manan was the co-pilot. Naik Mu-
dassir Fayyaz, the chief of the crew, 
was also on board and embraced 
martyrdom. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Commissioner Pe-
shawar Division, Riaz Khan Mehsud 
on Tuesday sealed Daweoo Bus Ter-
minal for running old and substan-
dard passenger buses.
He also constituted a committee to 
control traffic flow on Charsadda 
Road and also sought recommen-
dations about shifting of Charsadda 
Bus Stand to New General Bus Ter-
minal.
He issued these directives while 
chairing a meeting as a Chairman 
Regional Transport Authority (RTA) 
that was attended by Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner Dr. Ehteshamul 
Haq, Secretary RTA Akbar Iftikhar, 
Assistant Commissioner Obaid Dog-
ar and all the concerned officials.
The new committee consisting of 
Secretary RTA, AC City and Deputy 
Director Terminal. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The United Nations 
Populations Fund (UNFPA) has ex-
pressed willingness to support Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa police efforts for 
safety of marginalized segments in 
the society.
The UNFPA Deputy Representa-
tive Maskey Latika and AIG Gen-
der Equality Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Ayesha Gul on Tuesday discussed 
collaborations to support KP police 
EHM App through training of per-
sonnel, better response mechanism 
and inter-departmental referral 
pathways.
The KP police has launched ‘EHM’ 
(Emergency Helpline for Mar-
ginalized Segments) for safety of 

segments including women, trans-
genders, minorities and different-
ly abled people. AIG Ayesha Gul 
briefed the (UNFPA) about the steps 
taken for safety of women, children 
and transgender by the KP govern-
ment including legislation.
She said that KP police has intro-
duced mobile application named 
“EHM” which aimed to modernize 
the policing system by providing 
prompt response and security to 
masses.
She said that EHM is a mobile appli-
cation which will help in filing and 
resolution of complaints regarding 
violence faced by the marginalized 
segments of the society. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
government received 62 new buses 
for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) from 
China.
Provincial Minister for Transport, 
Shah Muhammad said that 62 new 
buses for BRT had arrived Port Qa-
sim Karachi from China and remain-
ing 24 would be delivered soon.
In an official announcement, the 
minister informed that now total 
number of buses in BRT system 
would reach 220.
Earlier in the day, Chief Minister 
Mamoud Khan also directed the 
quarters concerned for necessary 
steps to make all the feed routes of 
BRT functional at the earliest.
He directed that relevant entities 
would have to fulfill their respective 

responsibilities well in time for this 
purpose. 
The Chief Minister maintained said 
that the provincial government was 
making all out efforts to facilitate 
the citizens, adding that BRT service 
would be extended to remaining ar-
eas of Peshawar in order to connect 
them with the city.
He underlined that extension of 
BRT to more areas was necessary to 
reduce the environmental pollution 
in the city and the provincial gov-
ernment required financial resourc-
es for the purpose.
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment has announced six new feeder 
routes and 86 buses for the BRT ser-
vice with an estimated cost of Rs 1 
(one) billion. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) Minister for Science and In-
formation Technology Atif Khan on 
Tuesday said that as a step towards 
digital transformation, ‘KP Super 
App’ would be launched soon for pro-
vision of official services and other 
information.
Presiding over a briefing on ‘KP Su-
per App’ here on Tuesday, he said that 
people would open their account on 
the app to get easy access to all de-
partmental services and information.
“Instead of using various apps, the 
people of the province will now get 

access to all services through this one 
app”, he said.
The provincial minister said that 
digitization would not only ensure 
transparency, but would also provide 
people a timely access to essential 
services.
He was given detailed briefing re-
garding various specialties and func-
tions of the app and informed that 
work on the app had been completed.
The minister was told that people 
could also use the app to deposit their 
college fees and make other pay-
ments. (APP)

PESHAWAR: For putting an end to 
the seven decades long negligence, 
the merged areas of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (the erstwhile FATA) have 
witnessed substantial development 
works under the Federal government’s 
public sector development program 
(PSDP) to facilitate over five million 
tribal people.
Expediting pace on infrastructure, 
digitization, education, health and oth-
er socioeconomic projects after suc-
cessful completion of KP-Fata merg-
er process, the Federal government 
has approved Khyber Pass Economic 
Corridor (KPEC) project to accelerate 
pace of economic development and 
bolster industrialization in the once 
hitherto neglected tribal region.
Following abolishment of draconian 
frontier crimes regulations (FCRs), 
granting of constitutional rights, ex-
tension of local government, police 
and judicial systems; the government 
has also approved KPEC to link Pe-

shawar with Torkhum Khyber tribal 
district. The construction of 47.5 ki-
lometer four lane expressway would 
connect Pakistan with Afghanistan 
and Central Asian Republics (CARs) 
, making positive economic impact 
on merged areas. “KPEC, a three year 
project for which the Federal Govern-
ment would provide USD 385.6 mil-
lion with KP government’s share of 
USD 75 million would be completed 
by 2025,” Fayaz Ahmad, Director Co-
ordination, National Highway Author-
ity (NHA) KP told APP.
He said the loan agreement was 
signed with the World Bank for con-
struction of KPEC, adding the ex-
pressway would start from Tarnab Pe-
shawar and will bypass Peshawar City, 
Cantonment and onwards connect 
Jamrud, Landi Kotal and Torkhum of 
Khyber tribal district. It would have 22 
bridges and flyovers, 139 culverts and 
two major interchanges and service 
areas besides others facilities.(APP)

Sherpao suggests grand dialogue  
to ease political situation

1185 schools to start double-shift  
classes from new academic year

KP Assembly offered fateha for  
Army officials martyred in chopper crash

Commissioner seals 
Daewoo bus terminal

UNFPA to support police EHM App

62 new BRT buses arrive from China

Govt to launch ‘Super App’  
for official services in the province

Uplift projects put merged areas  
on road to progress, prosperity 

Staff Report
PESHAWAR: Chief of Qaumi Watan 
Party (QWP), Aftab Ahmad Khan 
Sherpao while showing concern 
over current political state of affairs, 
suggested a grand dialogue for all 
political parties to ease the situation.
Talking to media persons, Aftab 
Sherpao said if a grand dialogue 
among political entities was not 
held, it would be harmful for the 
country and its economy. Suggest-
ing two resolutions to end wran-
gling between the political parties, 
Sherpao said in politics the doors of 
negotiations and dialogue were nev-
er kept closed.
He said if Hasina Wajid and Khaleda 
Zia could sit on one table in Bangla-
desh for the sake of their country 
then why the government and oppo-
sition in Pakistan cannot have rec-
onciliation dialogue.
He said the political mercury which 
has touched the new heights of con-
frontation needed to be brought 
down through talks.
The confronting politics, he said, 
have also badly hit the country’s 
economy that was a matter of great 
concern and must be understood 

by the politicians. The only way out 
from the current political situation 
was the grand dialogue and charter 
of economy between political enti-
ties; he said and added that other-
wise everyone would bear the brunt 
of the situation.
Sherpao maintained that in interna-
tional politics, political parties from 
different schools of thought and de-
spite having severe differences sit 
together for their country’s security.
In politics, Sherpao said, flexibility 
and logic both were necessary for 
moving forward.
The best forum for mutual consulta-
tions among politicians was the par-
liament but unfortunately the PTI 
has already tendered resignations 
from this platform. 

PESHAWAR: Department of Pri-
mary and Secondary Education, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has directed 
1,185 schools to operate on dou-
ble-shift system, which will formally 
begin from the new academic year.
According to official sources, letters 
have already been issued in this re-
gard to the education officers con-
cerned.
They said that the plan was being 
considered for the last one year to 
cater to the increasing load of stu-

dents. In the first phase, a list of dou-
ble-shift schools was prepared, and 
in the second phase more schools 
were added to the list.
The nomination of teachers for the 
purpose had also been made. Un-
der the plan, those teachers who 
worked both shifts would be paid 
additional amount. 
Moreover, new appointments of 
teachers and assistant staff would 
also be made on contract basis, the 
sources said. (APP)
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National Economy and Army Chief 
Pakistan Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa’s contact with 
the US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman to help Paki-
stan in the early provision of a loan from the International Mon-
etary Fund so that to stabilize the national economy. Mr. Bajwa’s 
approach in this regard is highly appreciated with a purpose to put 
Pakistan’s economy on right track, which is impossible just because 
of the IMF support.
In this conversation, the Army Chief appealed to the White House 
to put pressure on the IMF to release the installment of 1.2 billion 
dollars immediately. This contact between the Army Chief and the 
US Deputy Secretary of State took place at the beginning of this 
week. The background of this issue is that the IMF had given staff 
level approval with Pakistan on July 13 to provide the loan, but the 
loan was to be implemented after the final decision of the Executive 
Board. There will be no meeting of the IMF Board due to the vaca-
tion of the next three weeks. 
On the other hand, an official of the IMF said on the condition of 
anonymity that no firm date has been fixed for the announcement 
of loan approval for Pakistan. However, time is of great importance 
for Pakistan because of the prevailing uncertainty, the rupee is fall-
ing rapidly against the dollar and the foreign exchange reserves 
are less than 9 billion dollars. Inconsistency in strategy is the result 
of the global epidemic of Corona and other reasons.  The issue of 
starting the recovery of the economy is related to the delivery of 
the IMF package because only after that financial support can be 
received from other financial institutions and friendly countries. 
The PTI government signed an agreement with the IMF on very 
strict terms. Instead of fulfilling these conditions, which the previ-
ous government didn’t meet and due to which progress was stalled. 
After assuming power, the current coalition government has staked 
its political popularity and made tough economic decisions in the 
form of sharp increases in the prices of electricity, gas, petrol and 
various types of taxes to fulfill these conditions.  As a result, infla-
tion, which was already made people lives miserable, has become 
completely unbearable.

The images of toddlers dying in 
flood, dozens of dead bodies in mud, 
and thousands of people stuck in 
flood with no shelter, food to eat and 
water to drink. Many hard questions 
arise regarding seriousness of polit-
ical leadership and those in power 
for last so many years.
This political class always uses Balu-
chistan’s and Southern Punjab elect-
ed members for their purpose and 
in returns they got huge amount in 
term of developmental funds which 
are never used for the development 
of common people.
People of such areas are living very 
miserable life. History will never for-
get when it writes about the misery 
of common people, especially during 
natural calamities.
According to reports, more than a 
hundred people died and a similar 
number are injured whereas thou-
sands have been displaced due to 
flash floods and torrential rains.
A hundred thousand livestock and 
houses have completely vanished. 
Flash floods have damaged many 
connected bridges and about 220 
roads are completely damaged.
One of the main reasons behind 
these heavy monsoons which is 
75% more than seasonal is because 
climatic change that we are facing 
nowadays. Pakistan is home to a 
variety of geographical landscapes 
which are prone to face different 
types of climatic change challenges 
and impacts. Pakistan ranked 5th 
among those countries that are the 
most affected due to extreme weath-
er events in the past few decades.
Extreme heat waves during past 
days rank Pakistan as the most vul-
nerable country on Global Climate 
Risk Index. 
It is estimated that Pakistan has lost 
$4 billion and more than 10,000 lives 
due to direct environmental change 
in the last decade. No doubt climate 
is continuously playing its part, the 

pattern of monsoon has shifted to 
heavy rainfall within a very short 
period. Which leads to urban flood-
ing in big cities. Unlike the other ar-
eas of Pakistan, Baluchistan is most 
affected and deprived province in 
terms of climatic change.
Baluchistan experiences more ex-
treme weather conditions both in 
terms of economic losses as well as 
fatalities. Increased intensity and 
frequency of events including ex-
treme droughts, erratic monsoon, 
flash floods, high temperature, and 
extreme heat waves in the semi-ar-
id and arid region of Baluchistan 
reduced its agricultural production 
and livestock.
Despite of higher production capaci-
ty and fertile land, a larger portion of 
land cannot be cultivated due to wa-
ter scarcity. The agricultural land of 
Baluchistan is more fertile than the 
land in Sindh in terms of production, 
the only problem is the availability 
of water and the lack of an efficient 
canal system in Baluchistan.
During the Ayub Khan regime, agri-
culture was boosted up with large ir-
rigation systems and dams but Balu-
chistan was ignored despite of more 
cultivated land and deprived people, 
the fruit of the green revolution of 
the Ayub Khan regime was never 
ripped by the Baloch people. The 
people of Baluchistan are the most 
ignored people of Pakistan in every 
walk of life. Baluchistan grabs atten-
tion only when the ruling elite class 
of the country or the feudal class 
needs them for their own interest. 
Due to a lack of interest in the local 
population, the poverty rate raised 
more than 47%, and after this deadly 
flood, it will add more numbers to it.
We are very much interested in 44% 
of country land, 750 km of coastal 
line, Gwadar port, minerals, Reko 
Diq , hydrocarbon deposits, and the 
CPEC but whenever the deprived 
people are not politically beneficial 

to our powerful circles, they are left 
like this mate. Baluchistan, the re-
source-rich province of Pakistan, 
and Southern Panjab need emer-
gency relief operations followed by 
a sufficient package in order to save 
the life of thousands of people.
The people of Baluchistan and south-
ern Punjab need two-fold solutions, 
for instant, they need emergency 
rescue operations from government 
and international donor agencies.
People need to move forward like 
in the 2010 heavy flood by donat-
ing tents, medicines, blankets, and 
eatables in order to rehabilitate the 
people.
In the long term, these floods and 
droughts will happen frequently ac-
cording to projected climatic condi-
tions faced by the country. By 2060, 
the temperature will be increased 
up to 1.4°–3.7°C, which will lead to 
uncertain precipitation ranging from 
a decrease by 20% to an increase by 
more than 40%, which indicates the 
extreme weather output in terms 
of drought as well as heavy rainfall 
and flood, so adopting reconstruc-
tion and recovery strategy should be 
followed by government and donor 
agencies to intensify development 
work. Dams are useful in order to 
store the excess amount of water ev-
ery year due to rain this water can 
be utilized during drought seasons.
NDMA should focus on precaution-
ary measures rather than relief work 
after every calamity which leads to 
the loss of hundreds of innocent 
lives and the loss of billions of ru-
pees. Every calamity exposed bad, 
ill-prepared infrastructure, and the 
incapability of disaster management 
authorities. People of Baluchistan 
and Southern Punjab are equal Paki-
stani citizens as any other Pakistani 
is, for God’s sake do something real 
for them before it’s too late.
—The writer is contributing colum-
nist based in Hyderabad.

Salt has always been an important 
condiment since the beginning of 
time.Not only does it add flavour 
and taste to food but it also contrib-
utes to maintaining balance in the 
human body. But we know that any-
thing consumed in excess is almost 
always bad for the body. 
The same goes for sodium. Too 
much sodium in the diet can lead to 
high blood pressure, heart disease 
and strokes. It is for this reason that 
the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has stated that the average 
human adult should consume less 
than 2300 milligrams of sodium per 
day, which is equal to about a tea-
spoon of salt. South Asia is known 
the world over for its unique cuisine 
and like most South Asian nations; 
Pakistani food is heavily laden with 
salt and spices.
This high intake of salt not only 
results in the body retaining water 
but also gives the feeling of being 
bloated. Further, high sodium con-
sumption also results in high blood 
pressure long-term, which is the 
main risk factor for stroke and var-
ious cardiovascular disorders and 
heart diseases.
Consuming too much salt can also 
bring on swelling in different parts 
of the body caused by excessive flu-
ids in the body’s tissues which are 

known as edema. It is believed to be 
a sign of the fact that you are con-
suming too much salt. Excess salt 
in the body also leaves one feeling 
thirsty most of the time.
This happens because foods with 
high sodium content cause an 
imbalance in your body’s fluids, 
and only high-water consumption 
makes up for this.
Excessive intake of salt results in 
sweating and further leads to de-
hydration. Hence to keep the body 
calm and control water loss, one 
should avoid excessive salt intake, 
especially during hot summers in 
Pakistan. 
It is thus important to introduce 
long-term measures to lower salt 
intake nationwide. In the given sce-
nario, the Monosodium Glutamate 
(MSG), commonly referred to as 
the Chinese salt, may rightly serve 
the purpose.
Containing a meagre amount of 
sodium, MSG, by all means, and 
measures are the best alternative 
that can replace the traditional ta-
ble salt in all its uses. Primarily a 
sodium salt of glutamic acid, MSG 
is similar to traditional white salt in 
its appearance and is mostly used 
as a seasoning or as a flavouring 
agent to impart umami – a unique, 
savoury taste – adding to a wide 
range of foods and dishes.

It contains 12 percent sodium while 
table salt contains 39 percent of so-
dium by weight. When compared 
with table salt, MSG contains about 
one-third of the sodium and is thus 
considered the best alternative to 
salt.
Though there has been fear-mon-
gering that MSG is not good for 
health, the FDA considers MSG safe 
for regular consumption. Even in-
ternational organizations like WHO 
and FAO have declared it fit for 
consumption. You will be surprised 
to know that MSG is already found 
in all types of processed and pack-
aged foods, such as packet noodles, 
potato chips, cookies, vegetables, 
and canned soups, apart from be-
ing present naturally in foods such 
as tomatoes, mushrooms, cheese 
among other foods.
More than a replacement for salt in 
the diet, using MSG has its unique 
health benefits too, because MSG, 
unlike table salt, is not used in a 
high quantity and is added to food 
in quite smaller amounts.
Since salt is the most common food 
additive used in food preparation, 
making a paradigm shift to MSG 
could be the best way to protect our 
health in the long run in Pakistan.

— The writer is contributing colum-
nist, based in Karachi.

After COVID-19, countries of the 
whole world have suffered the 
loss of life and money. After the 
first wave of COVID-19, countries 
around the world imposed strict 
restrictions on people going out, 
after which transport, flights, and 
businesses around the world were 
stopped. Due to the shutdown of 
transport, the consumption of oil 
has also decreased to a consider-
able extent, and the price of oil has 
come down.
After the COVID-19 subsided, peo-
ple started moving out of the cities 
to the suburbs as transport resumed 
around the world and suddenly oil 
prices skyrocketed. There are var-
ious reasons for the rapid increase 
in oil prices in the world. Among 
them, one of the reasons is that 
after COVID-19, transport was re-
stored in the world, and the second 
reason is that the United States has 
imposed restrictions on the imports 
of oil-producing countries like Rus-
sia, Iran, and Venezuela. 
Russia is the world’s third-largest 
oil-producing country, which sup-
plies oil to around 40 to 50 percent 
of the world’s countries. During the 
war between Russia and Ukraine, 
many countries in America and Eu-
rope boycotted the purchase of oil 
from Russia and imposed restric-
tions on it. Following that, Russian 
oil imports into the international 
market ceased. This is why the de-
mand for oil has increased globally. 
Economically, when the demand 
for something increases, its price 
also increases. 
This is the reason why oil prices 
are increasing day by day in dif-
ferent countries around the world. 
In addition, Iran is the world’s sev-
enth oil-producing country, which 
has also been banned from buying 
oil by the government of former 
US President Donald Trump since 
2018. due to which oil prices in the 
world have increased. In the 1960s, 

Venezuela became the third largest 
oil producer in the world, after the 
United States and the Soviet Union, 
and the first in North Africa, pro-
ducing 3,410,921 barrels of oil per 
day. At that time, he was export-
ing oil to almost 50% of European 
countries. After 2011, government 
crises started in that country, due to 
which the country was divided into 
two governments. After 2019, all 
the companies and institutions in-
vesting in that country have left it, 
which has reduced the production 
of oil in that country.
In addition, this country does not 
have its own equipment, nor its 
own machinery, nor does it have 
any technology with which it can 
produce oil. While in the country 
of Venezuela, President John has 
the support of the United States 
and European countries because 
he is ruling on the instructions of 
the United States, which means 
the United States has placed a kind 
hand on him. This is also the reason 
why global oil prices are increasing 
day by day. In addition, many coun-
tries around the world are increas-
ing oil prices to meet the demand 
of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). which includes our country, 
so it can also be the reason for in-
creasing oil prices. One of the rea-
sons for the rise in global oil prices 
is that, according to the report, the 
number of registered vehicles in Pa-
kistan is updated every year, reach-
ing an all-time high of 6,628,063 
after December 2021.
Thus, Pakistan consumes approxi-
mately 55 million barrels of oil per 
day, which ranks 33rd in the world. 
In addition to this, the oil mafia has 
complete control over the oil com-
panies at the global level, which, in 
order to fulfil their interests, puts 
severe pressure on the govern-
ments and increases the prices of 
petroleum under the guise of differ-
ent governments.

Managing natural calamities
By Fayyaz Salih Hussain

Rethinking salt consumption in Pakistan 
By M Omar IftikharNeed to control petrol prices
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Domestic water wastage
One of the main reasons for water 
wastage in domestic homes is car 
washing and house driveway wash-
ing. Using buckets is harder there-
fore people prefer to use a hose pipe 
which results in water wastage.
An easy solution would be to use 
pressure washers which use less 
water under pressure to do more 
cleaning with less work. Therefore 
pressure washers are the preferred 
method to clean cars and driveways 

and even solar panels but they can 
cost ten or thirty thousand rupees. 
The Government of Pakistan can 
help convert all the domestic homes 
to start using pressure washers to 
help reduce water wastage. 
They should ask the banks to pro-
vide pressure washers to customers 
on fixed monthly instalments. The 
banks should also declare a fixed 
profit and a fixed cost for each trans-
action. These should be paid by the 
Government each month while the 

customer would only pay the cost of 
the pressure washer. Local Govern-
ments of regions facing water short-
ages should also consider a similar 
scheme with a local bank.
This way all the domestic users will 
start using pressure washers to clean 
their cars, solar panels and driveways 
resulting in water saving and improv-
ing the quality of life of Pakistanis.

Shahryar Khan. Baseer P. Engr,
Peshawar
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ISLAMABAD:Acting Country Pub-
lic Affairs Officer of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Islamabad Aaron Tarver 
concluded the 3-day OPEN Alumni 
Conference 2022 with more than 
500 English language professionals 
from across Pakistan. The confer-
ence theme, “Fostering Intercultural 
Competence (ICC) in the EFL Class-
room,” promoted ICC as an essential 
aspect of English language teaching 
and learning. It was offered in a hy-
brid mode with 60 alumni partici-
pating in person in Islamabad and 
others joining virtually.
The conference offered 25 interac-
tive sessions, led by English Lan-
guage Specialist from the United 
States Dr. Lynn Zimmerman and 
Pakistani English language teach-
ing experts, enabling participants to 
learn different tools and techniques 
to instill intercultural knowledge, at-
titudes, skills, and awareness in the 
English language teaching context.
Addressing the conference attend-
ees, Tarver recognized the incred-

ible work of the Pakistani English 
teaching community and acknowl-
edged their enthusiasm, motivation, 
and perseverance towards their own 
professional growth, which has mo-
tivated the United States to provide 
$24 million to fund English lan-
guage programs.
“This event is another opportunity 
for the United States and Pakistan 
to celebrate 75 years of diplomatic 
relations, but more importantly to 
celebrate 75 years of friendship,” 
said Mr. Tarver to the OPEN Alumni. 
“We are collaborating closely on 
many valuable projects across the 
spectrum supporting Pakistan’s 
goals to be a more prosperous and 
healthier nation though trade and 
investment, entrepreneurship sup-
port, and long-standing support in 
public health, including providing 
over 60 million COVID vaccine dos-
es, and of course, education. You 
and your students are the exciting 
next chapter of that relationship,” 
he said. (APP)

ISLAMBAD: National Assembly’s 
Standing Committee on Law and 
Justice has approved the Nation-
al Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
Amendment Bill 2022.
According to the newly approved 
bill, the anti-graft watchdog can-
not investigate corruption cases 
amounting to less than Rs 50 mil-
lion.
The amended bill also states that 
NAB cannot notify and summon any 
person until concrete evidence is 
available.
The NAB bill has also made it clear 
that it will now be mandatory to 
share details of the case in the no-
tice, whereas the accused person 
cannot be sentenced in absence.
The tenure of the NAB prosecutor 

general will be extendable, but can 
only be approved by the President 
or the federal government.
On the occasion, State Minister for 
Law Shahdat Awan said NAB will 
should only get involved with mega 
corruption cases. 
“They will now be only able to in-
vestigate cases worth more than Rs 
50 million.”
He added that in order to reopen an 
old case, new evidence will have to 
be submitted to court.
Awan concluded that currently, ev-
ery bank alerts NAB when more 
than Rs 2 million are withdrawn 
from any individual’s account. 
“However, the amendment bill has 
raised the new limit to Rs 5 million.” 
(APP)
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Pakistan Independence Day preparations 
start in AJK with fabulous zest

PHF members reach out 19.9m people, 
initiate Rs25b humanitarian projects

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu & Kashmir 
has kicked off brisk preparations to 
celebrate 75th Independence Day of 
Pakistan on August 14 with tradition-
al zeal and fervor across the State.
Elaborated programs are being 
chalked out to celebrate the day un-
der the auspices of various social, 
political and public representative 
organizations including the foras of 
the workers of Pakistan movement 
and Kashmir Freedom movement in 
different parts of the district.In AJK 
capital city, major national flag hoist-
ing ceremony will be held at the Pres-
ident House where AJK President 
Barister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry 
will hoist the national flags of Paki-
stan and AJK.
In Mirpur all necessary arrange-
ments are being made to celebrate 
the day throughout the district with 

traditional zeal and fervour.
National flag hoisting ceremonies 
under the auspices of private and 
public sector organizations will be 
the hallmark of the day when nation-
al flags of Pakistan and AJK will be 
hoisted. In Mirpur, the major national 
flag hoisting ceremony will be host-
ed at Mirpur Municipal Corporation 
lawn on August 14 morning where 
the national flags of Pakistan and 
AJK will be hoisted to mark the day.
Moreover, a grand seminar will be 
held under the auspices of Mirpur 
University of Science & Technology 
Mirpur in its main city campus on 
August 14 morning.
Besides hoisting of Pakistan and AJK 
flags on all private and public sector 
buildings, colorful lights will be illu-
minated on all buildings as a sign of 
jubilation to observe the day. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Human-
itarian Forum (PHF) member organ-
isations have reached out 19.9 mil-
lion people through multiple human 
development initiatives worth Rs. 25 
billion implemented in various areas 
across the country.
Appreciating the significant contribu-
tion of international non-governmen-
tal organisations (INGOs) towards 
humanity and development, the gov-
ernment and civil society represen-
tative expressed that the role of civil 
society and development and human-
itarian agencies was highly crucial to 
bring transformational change at the 
societal level.
These views were expressed at the 
annual showcasing event of the Paki-
stan Humanitarian Forum (PHF) on 
the work of PHF member organiza-
tions which was accomplished in year 
2021, a news release said.
Director General, Federal Directorate 
of Immunization Dr Soofia Younas 
stressed on the joint efforts at all lev-

els to meet the desired outcomes of 
development and humanitarian goal 
in the country. 
She further highlighted the impor-
tance of investing in the overall health 
with special focus on mother child 
health and immunization of children 
for a healthy and prosperous future.
Head of Office Pakistan & Iran, Eu-
ropean Commission Humanitarian 
Aid Office ECHO, Taheeni Thamman-
nagoda said that organizations were 
aligning their programme with devel-
opment and humanitarian needs in 
the country. 
She highlighted their role in providing 
humanitarian relief such as food and 
nutrition, shelter, health care, water 
and sanitation and education in emer-
gencies.
A five-year strategic plan of PHF was 
also shared at the ceremony to better 
educate audience at large about fu-
ture plans to contribute towards de-
velopment and humanitarian sector 
of Pakistan.(APP)

NAB barred from investigating cases 
worth less than Rs50m

US embassy organizes 3-day conference 
for 500 English language professionals

PRC starts relief operations  
in flood hit areas of Sindh, Balochistan

Special ceremonies held to commemorate 
sacrifices of policemen

Tree plantation 
drive kicked off

ANF recovers  
44 Kg Morphine

3 medical stores 
sealed

KARACHI: Pakistan Red Crescent 
(PRC) Sindh branch, following 
heavy monsoon rains and flood sit-
uation, dispatched relief items to 
affected districts of Sindh and de-
ployed its technical teams to install 
water purification plants in Baloch-
istan.
According to a press release issued 
here on Monday PRC Sindh in an 
emergency meeting chaired by pro-
vincial secretary, Kanwar Waseem, 
decided to immediately send relief 
items to the areas affected by heavy 
rains and floods.
Kanwar informed the meeting that 
a large number of relief items were 

being dispatched to Thatta, Badin, 
and Dadu.
The relief items included stoves, hy-
giene kits for children and women, 
mosquito nets, kitchen sets, jerry 
cans, tarpaulin sheets, hurricane 
lamps, shelter tool kits, blankets, 
jackets, water filter, shawls and 
buckets etc, he added.
PRC-Sindh was also sending a 
technical team of volunteers to the 
district of Jhal Magsi to help the 
Balochistan Red Crescent to install 
a water purification plant, which 
will provide the flood-affected peo-
ple with thousands of litres of clean 
drinking water on daily basis. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Special cer-
emonies with laying floral wreaths 
and presenting salutes at graves of 
martyred policemen are taking place 
in the district in connection with Po-
lice Martyrs’ Day to pay homage to 
the fallen heroes of police force.
In this regard, Quran Khawani is be-
ing offered for the eternal peace of 
the departed souls. 
Besides, blood donation camps are 
being held where a large number of 
policemen are donating blood.
The Police Martyers’ Day was ob-
served on the death anniversary of 
former additional inspector general 
of police Safwat Ghayur, who was 
martyred in a suicide attack on his 
car in Peshawar Saddar on August 
4, 2010.
The district police spokesman said 
that these ceremonies were being 

organized on the directives of Re-
gional Police Officer(RPO) Shaukat 
Abbas and District Police Officer(D-
PO) Captain (retd) Najam Hassnain 
Liaquat.
In line with directives of Inspector 
General of Police(IGP) Moazzam 
Jah Ansari Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to 
pay tributes to the martyred police 
personnel who sacrificed their lives 
for the sake of peace in the area.
He said that floral wreaths were be-
ing laid and salutes were being pre-
sented at headquarters’ areas under 
the leadership of DSP Syed Asghar 
Ali Shah.
Quoting the senior police officials, 
he said the force was proud of its 
Shuhada and Ghazis and added that 
it was because of their sacrifices 
that peace prevailed in the country.
(APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner 
Maisam Abbas formally inaugurat-
ed the tree plantation campaign by 
planting saplings in the lawn of DC 
complex office here on Tuesday.
Speaking on the occasion,the DC 
directed to plant saplings in all gov-
ernment offices, educational insti-
tutions and hospitals to spread the 
scope of the plantation in all four 
tehsils and to made the campaign 
successful.
He said that plantations were im-
perative to counter environmental 
pollution and to protect the future 
generation and the environment 
from the adverse effects of climate 
change.
Deputy Commissioner said that sap-
lings planted in the rainy season 
accelerates their natural growth, 
therefore,it was the responsibility 
of every individual to plant at least 
two trees in greater national inter-
est”, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Revenue Syed Musa 
Ali Bukhari was also present on this 
occasion.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Quetta and ANF Intelligence 
in an operation managed to recover 
44 kg morphine.
According to an ANF Headquarters’ 
spokesman, ANF Quetta and ANF 
Intelligence conducted a raid near 
Western bypass and managed to re-
cover 44 kg morphine loaded on a 
motorcycle.
The spokesman said that ANF Quet-
ta and ANF Intelligence acting on a 
tip-off were chasing a motorcycle 
while the motorcyclist left the bike 
unattended near Western bypass 
and managed to escape from the 
scene.(APP)

SARGODHA: Three medical stores 
were sealed for selling substandard 
and unregistered medicines in the 
district on Monday.
According to an official, a team 
headed by Deputy Drug Controller 
Shahpur Faheem Zia, conducted 
raids at medical stores in Jhawari-
yan and sealed Aslam Medical Store, 
Khan Medical Store and Awais Med-
ical Store for selling substandard 
and unregistered medicines. (APP)

Archeological wonders, Gandhara civilization’s remains 
attract foreign tourists to Swat

MINGORA: Known as the land of 
Gandhara civilization and archeo-
logical wonders, Swat — previous 
known as Uddiyana Kingdom where 
every stupa and carved stone has its 
own story — attracts domestic and 
foreign tourists in droves every year.
Besides the mesmerizing natural 
beauty, cultural heritage, and prim-
itive architecture, Swat’s unique 
features, including snowfall, riv-
ers, birds chanting valleys, skiing, 
trout fish and lakes, draw tourists, 
monks and Buddhists from across 
the world to explore.
Swat museum, Mehmood Ghaznavi 
mosque Odigram, Obaghat and rock 
carvings of Khazana Ghat Charai 
Madyan, Gogdara and Saidu stupa, 
Panr Jambil Khwar, Ram Throne, 
Jehanabad Buddha statue, Tokar 
Dara Najigram stupa and monaster-
ies of Butkara-I and II are the most 
frequented tourist sites.
Tourists are being seen in large 
number at historic Amlok Dara, 
Shingardar and Gumbatona stupas 
besides Ghaligay Buddha statue and 
archaeological remains of Shahkot 
Pass Elephant Paw, Queen’s Throne 
and Nemogram stupa.
To explore Swat’s archaeological 
treasures, a 20-member delegation 
of Thailand, led by the celebrated 
Thai monk Arayawangso, had re-
cently visited Swat museum, Saidu 
stupa and Butkara Buddhists site 
along with his 20 disciples.
Late Prince of Swat, Miangul Ad-
nan Aurangzeb had invited Aray-

awangso two years ago to visit the 
archaeological rich Swat valley. 
Arayawangso has written a detailed 
book on significance and placement 
of Ghandhara in Buddhist world, 
calling it the land of wisdom and 
enlightenment. With his disciples, 
Arayawangso visited different her-
itage Buddhist sites where he paid 
his respects. Praising rich and 
multi-cultural heritage of Pakistan, 
he encouraged people to visit Swat 
to promote religious tourism and 
lauded the untiring efforts of the 
KP government and Directorate of 
Archeology & Museums, KP for pre-
serving and maintaining these sites.
A 2000-year-old Buddhist site of 
Kushan era is also attracting tour-
ists, Buddhists and monks every 
year. As the biggest complex of its 
kind in the region, the Buddhist 
site at Aabba Sahib Cheena village 
at Najigram, some 25 kilometers 
from Mingora city, has a historic 

stupa with two minarets and clay 
pots which take tourists to the past 
history. “Swat is a home to Gandara 
and many others civilization and its 
archaeological treasures are beyond 
one’s imagination besides its glori-
ous history,” Mian Wahab Shah, se-
nior curator archeology and muse-
ums department told APP.
He said a visitor could not remain 
unimpressed after visiting artifacts 
and statutes-rich Swat museum 
located on Mingora-Saidu Sharif 
Road where Lord Buddha statute 
takes tourists and archeologists to 
ancient past.
Wahab said excavation on this Bud-
dhist site started by Italian experts 
in 1930 and later stopped mainly due 
to lack of resources. However, work 
on it was resumed again in 1955 by 
another Italian mission, declaring it 
a large size Bhuddist site with his-
tory dates back to some 2000 years 
old, he added. (APP)
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World’s “Indigenous People Day” 
to be marked on Aug 9

Dutch envoy pays farewell call to COAS

109,970 electricity connections pending 
in country: NA told

“Sab Say Pehlay Pakistan” flag rally held

NHC directs NHA to extend  
all possible assistance to the provinces

Killer arrested

Two children  
fainted in pond

11 food outlets fined

ISLAMABAD: International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous People will 
be marked on August 9 (Tuesday) 
across the globe to promote and 
protect the rights of the world’s in-
digenous population.
This event also recognizes the 
achievements and contributions 
that indigenous people make to im-
prove world issues such as environ-
mental protection.
Indigenous cultures across the plan-
et are recognized on International 
Day of the World’s Indigenous Peo-
ple.
People from different nations are 
encouraged to participate in observ-
ing the day to spread the UN’s mes-
sage on indigenous peoples. Activi-
ties may include educational forums 
and classroom activities to gain an 
appreciation and a better under-
standing of indigenous peoples.
Events may include messages from 

the UN secretary general and other 
key leaders, performances by indig-
enous artists, and panel discussions 
on reconciliation.
The International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous People is celebrated on 
August 9 each year to recognize the 
first UN Working Group on Indige-
nous Populations meeting in Gene-
va in 1982.
On December 23, 1994, the UN 
General Assembly decided that the 
International Day of the World’s In-
digenous People should be observed 
on August 9 annually during the In-
ternational Decade of the World’s 
Indigenous People.
In 2004 the assembly proclaimed the 
Second International Decade of the 
World’s Indigenous People (2005-
2014). The assembly also decided to 
continue observing the Internation-
al Day of Indigenous People annual-
ly during the second decade. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of the 
Netherlands Wouter Plomp on Mon-
day paid a farewell call to Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa here at General Head-
quarters (GHQ) and appreciated Pa-
kistan’s role for regional stability.
During the meeting, matters of mu-
tual interests, regional security sit-
uation and bilateral cooperation in 
various fields were discussed, an In-
ter Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
news release said.
The COAS said that Pakistan valued 

its relations with the Netherlands 
and earnestly looked forward to en-
hance mutually beneficial multi-do-
main relations based on common 
interests.
He also thanked the visiting digni-
tary for his services and appreciat-
ed his contributions for fostering 
strong ties between the two coun-
tries.
The visiting dignitary ensured to 
play his role for further improve-
ment in diplomatic cooperation with 
Pakistan at all levels. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly was told on Monday that some 
109,970 new electricity connections 
were pending across the country due 
to spread of pandemic (Covid-19) 
and volatile economic crunch.
In a written reply to the question of 
MNA Syed Agha Rafiullah, Minister 
for Power Division Khurram Dasta-
gir Khan said the firms were not par-
ticipating in the tenders of meters/
cables and transformers floated by 
electricity distribution companies 
(DISCOs).
As many as 12,485 connections were 
pending in Lahore Electric Supply 

Company (LESCO), 200 in Gujran-
wala Electric Power Company (GE-
PCO), 28 in Faisalabad Electric Sup-
ply Company, (FESCO) and 11,788 in 
Islamabad Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO).
Similarly, around 79,807 connections 
were pending in Multan Electric 
Power Company (MEPCO), 2,580 in 
Peshawar Electric Supply Company 
(PESCO), 58 in Tribal Electric Sup-
ply Company (TESCO), 1,508 in Hy-
derabad Electric Supply Company 
(HESCO), 462 in SEPCO and 1,054 
in Quetta Electric Supply Company 
(QESCO). (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Punjab Arts Council 
Rawalpindi on Monday organized 
the “Pakistan First” artist flag rally 
in connection with the Diamond Ju-
bilee celebrations of Pakistan.
The rally started from Benazir Bhu-
tto Road and culminated at PAC, 
led by Director Arts Council Waqar 
Ahmed.
Dozens of artists, including Anjum 
Khabibi, Yar Muhammad Khan, 
Raja Abdul Sattar, Arshad Khan, 
and Anjum Abbasi, participated in 
the rally. On this occasion, artists, 
citizens and students of the Arts 
Council sang national songs. The 
rally participants carried the Paki-
stan flag and chanted slogans Pa-

kistan Zindabad. Addressing the 
participants, Director of Arts Coun-
cil Waqar Ahmed said there was no 
substitute for freedom worldwide.
“We should be grateful to Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Alla-
ma Iqbal, and other heroes of the 
Pakistan movement due to their 
sacrifices; we are enjoying liberty 
today,” he added.
He said that Allama Iqbal dreamed 
of an independent Islamic state 
in the subcontinent, and Quaid-e-
Azam made it possible with utmost 
dedication and hard work.
He added that Pakistan would soon 
emerge as a major economic power 
in the world. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Highway 
Council - supreme body of National 
Highway Authority (NHA) - directed 
it to extend all possible assistance to 
the provinces and their departments 
engaged in relief and rescue opera-
tions during recent rains and floods 
throughout the country.
Federal Minister for Communications 
and Postal Services Asad Mahmood 
presided over the meeting of National 
Highway Council held here on Mon-
day, said a press release issued here.
The minister said, “Human life is the 
most precious and it will be a source 
of pride for us, if the construction ma-
chinery, vehicles and other available 
resources of the NHA are utilised to 
facilitate the floods-affected people 
on humanitarian grounds.” The res-
cue and relief operations would con-
tinue till normalcy was restored, he 
added.
The meeting was aimed to seek ways 
and means to further accelerate the 
relief and rescue operations being 
undertaken in affected parts of the 
country by the ministry and NHA. All 
the resources of the National High-
way Authority should be utilized to 

facilitate the people in distress, it was 
decided.
Besides, on the recommendations of 
the NHA Executive board, the Na-
tional Highway Council reviewed fi-
nancial and administrative affairs of 
the authority and took decisions re-
garding emergency situation caused 
by floods.
The National Highway Council 
accorded approval for necessary 
amendments in rules and regulation 
for extending support by NHA to the 
provincial departments, working for 
relief of flood affectees.
It is worth mentioning that the en-
gineers of the NHA stopped flood 
waters by placing embankment in 
Tank region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
which saved thousands of people. 
The minister commended the con-
struction experts and engineers of 
the authority for taking timely action.
The meeting accorded approval for 
the regularization of contact employ-
ees as per the orders of the Supreme 
Court. Their regularization will not 
affect the privilege and promotion of 
the regular employees of the authori-
ty. (APP)

KOHAT: Kohat Police have arrested a 
person allegedly involved in killing of 
two innocent sisters in Behzadabad 
area, police sources said here on Tues-
day.
The accused identified as Samiullah 
alias Samu had allegedly shot dead 
two of his nieces named Halimah (7) 
and Ayesha (9) over a family dispute.
The deceased sisters belonged to Ab-
dul Rehman Banda, Hangu Road and 
were living with their mother in Be-
hzadabad near New Tablighi Center. 
The father of the girls, Mustafa Kamal 
was living with his first wife in Kalu 
Chinnabanda.
Spokesman for Kohat police said the 
accused has confessed the killing of 
both the innocent sisters. 
The local public has expressed satis-
faction over the arrest of the killer and 
lauded the professional role of the po-
lice.(APP)

SIALKOT: Two children fainted while 
bathing in a pond near Noor Mas-
jid,village Mundaiky Goraya, tehsil 
Daska here on Tuesday.
Rescue 1122 spokesperson said the 
children - Faizan (11) and Rasib 
(11),were shifted to Daska hospital af-
ter providing first aid. (APP)

SARGODHA: Punjab Food Author-
ity (PFA) on Tuesday imposed fine 
on 11 food points and seven milk 
carrying vehicles over violating au-
thority’s rules in the division.
According to PFA officials,the food 
safety teams conducted raids at 
2 grocery stores, 3 dairy shops,2 
sweets shops, 2 hotels,1 water plant 
and 1 ice factory in the division 
and imposed fine of Rs 122,000 on 
them.
For poor cleanliness arrangements, 
incomplete medical certificate, 
sub-standard milk storage and not 
following previous notices.
Meanwhile, seven vehicles carrying 
adulterated milk were fined of Rs 
39,000 during an inspection by the 
food safety teams in the division.
The teams also disposed of 250-liter 
milk.
Besides, recovered 7-kg sweets, 
4-kg tea leaflet(patti) while notices 
were served to 97 owners of food 
points for selling sub-standard and 
hygienic foods. (APP)

PPP won’t leave people alone in troubles: Bilawal

‘AJK uplift hinges on tourism, IT, 
hydel power generation’

KARACHI: Chairman Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) and Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has said 
that PPP was the party of common 
people, and it will not leave the peo-
ple alone in times of trouble.
President PPP Sindh chapter Nis-
ar Ahmad Khuhro and Sindh Chief 
Minister Murad Ali Shah along with 
other party leaders called on Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari at in Bi-
lawal House here on Monday.
Faryal Talpur, the Central President 
of PPP Women Wing and Member of 
Sindh Assembly was also present on 
the occasion of the meeting.
During the meeting, Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari was briefed 
by the representatives of the Sindh 

government on post-monsoon rains 
situation and the provincial govern-
ment’s initiatives to cope with the 
situation.
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
said that during the recent record 
rains, the efforts of the representa-
tives of the Sindh government and 
PPP leaders to solve the problems 
by staying among the people is com-
mendable. 
He said that the Federal government 
is playing its due role to assist the 
people across the country who are 
facing natural calamities.
PPP Sindh General Secretary Waqar 
Mehdi, PPP Karachi Division Pres-
ident Saeed Ghani, Provincial In-
formation Minister Sharjeel Inam 

Memon, Provincial Minister Sajid 
Jokhio, Karachi Division General 
Secretary Javed Naguri, Karachi 
Administrator Murtaza Wahab, Ka-
rachi Water & Sewerage board Vice 
Chairman Najmi Alam, Nauman 
Shaikh, Salman Abdullah Murad, 
Karmullah Wakasi, Khalil Hot and 
other party leaders were also pres-
ent. (APP)

MUZZAFFARABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan has said 
that the development and prosperity 
of the region was hinged on IT, tour-
ism and hydroelectric power gener-
ation.
“The stronger these three sectors 
are, the more fruits will be available 
to the common man”, the PM said 
adding that there was a dire need 
to adopt an out of the ordinary and 
non-traditional approach to move 
forward in these three areas.
“The tourism authority can only be 
opposed by those who are against 
the development and prosperity of 
the state”, he said, highlighting that 
were some elements who do not 
want to see the region developed.
“All that they want is to keep peo-
ple under their influence and pro-
vide benefits to their relatives and 
family”, the AJK PM said. “They 
fail to realize the fact that time has 
changed and people have reject-
ed those who play petty politics to 
serve their vested interests.”

PM Ilyas further said “Successors 
of Imran Khan have been elected to 
serve the state, we have been elect-
ed to power, the PTI won’t indulge in 
traditional politics nor will it disap-
point the people.”
By activating the tourism authority, 
the AJK prime minister said that the 
state would be recognized world-
wide and tourist from across the 
globe would visit the beautiful val-
leys of Azad Kashmir. “Local people 
would also get the same opportunity 
in the tourism sector.”
“Those who are making hue and 
cry over the formation of the tour-
ism authority should go ahead and 
participate in this sector”, he said. 
(APP)

LARKANA: Relief team is unloading food items and relief stuff from a boat for flood  
affected people in the flood hit Katcha area of Qubo Saeed Khan from PDMA Sindh (APP).

Pakistan to mark “Youm-e-Istehsal” to show solidarity 
with IIOJK people

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will ob-
serve Youm-e-Istehsal on August 5 
(Thursday) to mark the third year of 
Indian military siege of Indian Ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK).
And denounce illegal, immoral and 
unconstitutional step to strip IIOJK 
of its special status.
According to Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the government has planned 
a series of activities including sem-
inars and conferences 
To mark the Youm-e-Istehsal and 
express solidarity with the op-
pressed Kashmiri people while ral-
lies in their support would be staged 
across the country with vibrant par-
ticipation of people from all walks 
of life.

The whole nation will give a mes-
sage to their Kashmiri brethren that 
the people of Pakistan would always 
stand with them in their just strug-
gle for right to independence and 
against the atrocities committed by 
the Indian forces.
Kashmiri people on both sides of 
the Line of Control and all over the 
world will also observe Youm-e-Iste-
hsal to condemn unconstitutional 
steps taken by India on August 5, 
2019.
The activists of all the political 
parties of the country will record 
protest over Indian state terror-
ism meted out against innocent 
and unarmed people of IIOJK 
through rallies and other activities.  
The civil society organizations will 

also arrange seminars and other 
programmes to highlight gross hu-
man rights violations against the 
Kashmiri people.
One minute silence is to be observed 
across the country. Traffic will be 
halted for one minute and sirens 
will be played. 
The print media, Radio Pakistan 
and television channels will play 
Pakistan and AJK national anthems 
immediately after one minute of si-
lence.
Meanwhile, posters and billboards 
will be displayed at the main roads 
of Islamabad and other provincial 
capitals to highlight the plight of 
the Kashmiri people and expose the 
atrocities being committed by the 
occupation forces in IIOJK. (APP)
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WASHINGTON: The US Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
said on Monday it had charged 11 
people for their roles in creating and 
promoting a fraudulent crypto pyr-
amid and Ponzi scheme that raised 
more than $300 million from retail 
investors worldwide, including in 
the US.
Those charged include the four 
founders of the scheme called For-
sage who were last known to be liv-
ing in Russia, the Republic of Geor-
gia and Indonesia, the SEC said in a 
statement. 
The charged individuals could not 
immediately be reached for com-
ment. The SEC complaint states that 
the scheme’s website, launched in 
January 2020, allowed millions of 
retail investors to enter into transac-
tions via smart contracts.
The site allegedly allowed investors 
to earn profits by recruiting others, 
operating as a pyramid scheme for 
more than two years, the SEC said. 
Forsage also reportedly used assets 

from new investors to pay earlier in-
vestors in a typical Ponzi structure, 
the SEC complaint added. “Forsage 
is a fraudulent pyramid scheme 
launched on a massive scale and ag-
gressively marketed to investors,” 
said Carolyn Welshhans, acting 
chief of the SEC’s Crypto Assets and 
Cyber unit. “Fraudsters cannot cir-
cumvent the federal securities laws 
by focusing their schemes on smart 
contracts and blockchains.”
Without admitting or denying the al-
legations, two of the accused agreed 
to settle the charges and one of them 
agreed to pay penalties, the SEC 
said. (Agencies)
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OPEC+ meeting to test Biden’s Saudi oil entreaty

Pak earns $500m from travel services export in 11 months

RIYADH: The OPEC+ group of ma-
jor oil exporters meets Wednesday 
to discuss its output strategy after 
US President Joe Biden lobbied 
Saudi Arabia to boost production to 
tame energy-fuelled inflation.
The cartel led by Saudi Arabia and 
Russia has resisted US pressure to 
ramp up production significantly 
so far after Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine sent oil prices soaring.

After cutting production in 2020 in 
response to falling prices during the 
Covid pandemic, OPEC+ began to 
modestly raise production last year 
and has renewed the policy every 
month.
Its output is supposed to have re-
turned to pre-Covid levels — but 
only on paper as members of the 
23-nation group have struggled to 
meet their quotas.
Craig Erlam, analyst at OANDA 
trading platform, said the OPEC+ 
meeting will show whether “Presi-
dent Biden has any influence in the 
cartel at all”.
Biden made a trip to Saudi Arabia in 
July in part to convince the kingdom 
to loosen the production taps to sta-
bilise the market and curb rampant 
inflation.
The US president met with Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
Biden said after his meetings with 
Saudi officials that he was “doing all 

I can” to increase the oil supply.
“Saudi Arabia and its allies will 
have to decide whether to heed Joe 
Biden’s request and raise produc-
tion or show solidarity towards Rus-
sia by staying put,” said Tamas Var-
ga, analyst at oil broker PVM.
Stephen Innes, managing partner 
at SPI Asset Management, said 
OPEC+ is “unlikely to announce a 
significant production increase giv-
en growing recession fears” and a 
drop in oil prices since early June.
After reaching close to $140 per 
barrel in early March, crude prices 
have slid further this week following 
weak economic data from China, 
the world’s biggest importer of oil.
The main contracts, Brent and WTI, 
are now trading below $100 per bar-
rel.
“The noticeable price slide since 
yesterday (Monday) could make 
OPEC+ more cautious,” Commerz-
bank said in a note. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan earned US 
$500.031 million by exporting dif-
ferent travel services in various 
countries during the eleven months 
of the fiscal year 2021-22.
This shows the growth of 8.94 per-
cent as compared to the US $458.980 
million same services were provided 
during the corresponding period of 
the last fiscal year 2020-21, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported.
During the month under review, the 
personal travel services climbed by 

8.85 percent, from the US $457.030 
million last year to the US $497.491 
million during July-May 2021-22.
Among these personal services, 
the exports of health-related ex-
penditure rose by 80 percent while 
the education-related expenditure 
dropped by 4.51 percent.
In addition, the other personal ser-
vices witnessed an increase of 8.89 
percent.
Meanwhile, the exports of business 
services also surge by 30.26 percent, 

from the US $ 1.950 million to the 
US $ 2.540 million, the PBS data re-
vealed.
It is pertinent to mention here that 
the exports of services from the 
country witnessed an increase of 
17.71 percent during the eleven 
months of fiscal year (2021-22) as 
compared to the corresponding pe-
riod of last year, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported.
The exports of services during Ju-
ly-May (2021-22) were recorded at 
$6318.11 million against the exports 
of $5367.36 million in July-May 
(2020-21).
The exports of business services 
also surge by 30.26 percent, from 
the US $ 1.950 million to the US $ 
2.540 million, the PBS data revealed.
The imports also rose by 35.49 per-
cent by growing from $7590.19 mil-
lion last year to $10284.29 million 
during the period under review. 
(Agencies)

Pakistan’s exports to China  
likely to touch $4b mark this year

PKR sees massive recovery  
of over Rs10 in intraday trade

Toyota-Panasonic battery  
venture gains US lithium supply

SECP launches WeChat service  
to facilitate Chinese investors

UAE Central Bank issues new  
anti-money laundering guidelines

Wheat stock 
stands at 8.6mt

US SEC charges 11 in $300m  
crypto pyramid scheme

BEIJING: Pakistan’s exports to Chi-
na have registered 11% increase in 
the first half of this year and with 
this momentum it is likely to reach 
$4 billion by the end of this year.
Pakistan’s export to China crossed 
$1.918 billion in the first half of this 
year, up 10.97 percent from $1.728 
billion in the same period of the 
previous year, which continue to in-
crease on yearly basis, shows the of-
ficial data from the General Admin-
istration of Customs of the People’s 
Republic of China (GACC).
According to State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP), Pakistan exported 
goods worth $2.78 billion during the 
twelve months of fiscal year 2021-22 
against the exports of $2.04 billion 
during last year, showing an in-
crease of 36.08 percent.
According to sources, despite the 
epidemic of COVID-19, bilateral 
trade has increased significantly.
In the first half of this year, the total 
volume of trade between China and 
Pakistan increased nearly 15 per-
cent amounting to $ 14.39 billion as 
compared with the same period in 
2021 which was $12.55 billion due 
to COVID-19.

Compared with data of the first half 
of 2021, this year Pakistan’s exports 
to China in January increased by 
17.80% amounting to $382.22 mil-
lion; in February it was up by near-
ly 30% crossing $287.65 million; in 
March it increased 7.23% amount-
ing to $367.71 million; COVID-19 
impacted Pakistan’s exports in April 
causing a decrease of 21.15% stand-
ing at $283.53 million; 
in May it increased nearly 3% reach-
ing $280.97 million while in June it 
increased by nearly 54% crossing 
$316.36 million.
An economic expert said that China 
has opened up its market for Paki-
stani goods. The two countries can 
benefit from long-term relation-
ships and Pakistani traders can ex-
port more goods to China which is 
the second largest economy in the 
world. (APP)

KARACHI: Maintaining its upward 
momentum, the Pakistani rupee 
(PKR) on Wednesday recorded mas-
sive gains of over ten rupees against 
the greenback in the intraday trade 
at around 12:50 pm in the interbank 
ass the trades being reported at PKR 
228 per USD. 
The rupee was quoted at PKR 
232/233.50 while in the open mar-
ket, the local unit is being traded at 
228/231 per USD.
This remarkable recovery is primar-
ily attributed to the improved eco-
nomic fundamentals as the import 
bill in July 2022 has been reduced to 
$4.86 billion, down by 38.31% MoM, 
compared to $7.88bn in the previ-
ous month.  While compared to the 
corresponding month the previous 
year, the imports showed a decline 
of 12.81% from $5.57bn reported in 
July 2021, the latest data issued by 

the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS).
Accordingly, the trade deficit for the 
outgoing month narrowed to $2.64bn 
compared to a deficit of $4.96bn in 
the preceding month, witnessing a 
slump of 46.77% MoM. 
Federal Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Miftah Ismail stated on 
Monday, “Government’s efforts to 
reduce imports have now finally 
started showing results and the gov-
ernment is keen to work on making 
the economic crisis less”. (Agencies)

NAGOYA: An electric vehicle bat-
tery venture owned by Toyota Motor 
and Panasonic Holdings has struck 
a deal to access lithium from a U.S. 
mine held by Australian company 
ioneer, the commodities supplier 
said Monday.
Ioneer plans to start production of 
lithium from the Rhyolite Ridge 
project in Nevada in 2025.
Under the agreement, the Toyo-
ta-Panasonic venture Prime Plan-
et Energy & Solutions will receive 
4,000 tonnes of lithium carbonate 
annually over five years.
The growing global production of 
EVs has intensified competition for 
lithium.
Supply constraints have kept prices 
of the key battery-making material 

near the highs attained early this 
year.
Lithium carbonate is an increasing-
ly vital resource for the auto indus-
try.   © Reuters
The agreement “provides PPES a 
first step in securing a U.S. supply 
of lithium, one of the most import-
ant parts for corresponding with 
the fast-growing electrified vehicle 
industry,” said Hiroaki Koda, presi-
dent of Prime Planet Energy & Solu-
tions, in a statement.
Elsewhere in the Japanese automak-
er’s group, trading house Toyota 
Tsusho controls an interest in an Ar-
gentinian salt lake that can produce 
17,500 tonnes of lithium carbonate 
a year. Toyota Tsusho plans to more 
than double the output. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) becomes the first-ever regula-
tory body and public sector organiza-
tion to enable WeChat service.
The WeChat service will help the Chi-
nese investors in making informed in-
vestment decisions and easily incorpo-
rate companies in Pakistan.
Through WeChat, users can instantly 
get information from SECP personnel 
regarding name availability and com-
pany incorporation in Mandarin lan-
guage, said a press release issued here.
This initiative is part of SECP’s ongo-
ing efforts to build a culture of digita-
lization and enhance user experience. 
The use of WeChat is already prevalent 
in jurisdictions including Singapore, 
Malaysia and it is paving its way into 

Europe and South America. With Chi-
na becoming a global financial power-
house, it is more important than ever to 
enable communication with Chinese 
investors as it is one of Pakistan’s top 
trading partners.
SECP’s WeChat Service will enable us-
ers to exchange messages, documents, 
images and payments for complete 
support and solution. The service can 
be accessed at any time, on the stated 
number “03069365625” or WeChat ID 
“SECPAK’’. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The Central Bank of the 
UAE issued new guidelines to help 
licensed financial institutions (LFIs) 
to combat money laundering and 
terrorism financing on risks related 
to payments.
LFIs, including lenders, are obliged 
to develop internal policies, controls 
and procedures to manage risks 
linked to money laundering and the 
financing of terrorism, the banking 
regulator said in a statement on 
Monday.
The regulator requires LFIs, within 
one month, to demonstrate compli-
ance with its requirements.
The guidance will assist LFIs in un-
derstanding risks and the effective 
implementation of their statutory 
anti-money laundering and combat-
ing the financing of terrorism (AML/

CFT) obligations, the Central Bank 
said.
It also takes Financial Action Task 
Force standards into account.
“We are committed to implement-
ing high regulatory control over 
LFIs and their payment operations, 
including products, services and ex-
posure,” said Khaled Balama, gover-
nor of the Central Bank of the UAE.
“The new guidance ensures that all 
LFIs in the UAE understand their 
AML/CFT responsibilities and have 
compliance programmes to mitigate 
payment-related risks.”
The guidelines also require LFIs to 
conduct a regular risk assessment to 
cover all the payment products, ser-
vices, relationships and exposure to 
domestic and foreign payment sec-
tor participants. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The strategic wheat 
reserves of the country by the first 
week of current month (August) 
were recorded at over 8.618 million 
metric tons that were sufficient to 
tackle with the domestic staple food 
requirements.
Out of the total available wheat 
stocks, the government had procured 
over 6.587 million metric, besides 
the carry forward reserves stood at 
over 2.030 million metric tons, said 
Food Security Commissioner in the 
Ministry of National Food Security 
and Research Dr Imtiaz Ali Gopang.
Talking to APP here on Wednesday, 
he said that food year starts from 
May 1st to April 30, every year, 
adding that during this period the 
government releases average about 
46,300 metric tons per-day in order 
to keep local demand and supply 
at smooth for ensuring provision of 
flour at sustainable in open market 
across the country.
These traditional releases include 
25,000 metric tons by Punjab, 10,000 
metric tons by Sindh, 5,000 metric 
tons by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
1,000 metric tons by Balochistan, he 
added.
Meanwhile, the Pakistan Agriculture 
Storage and Services Corporation 
(PASSCO) release 5,300 metric tons 
form its own stocks to further sup-
plement the supply of the commod-
ity in local markets to maintain the 
prices of wheat and its produces, he 
added.
He informed that local wheat output 
during last season was recorded at 
26.39 million metric tons as against 
the set targets of 28.887 million 
metric tons, registering short fall 
of about 8.6 percent, adding that to 
bridge the gap the Economic Coordi-
nation Committee of the Cabinet had 
allowed to import about 3.0 million 
metric tons.
Dr Imtiaz further informed till date 
public sector has released about 
18,800 metric tons of the commodity, 
where as private sector released over 
20,701 metric tons. (APP)

https://www.facebook.com/thekhybermail
https://twitter.com/thekhybermail
https://www.instagram.com/thekhybermail/
https://www.thekhybermail.com/


Follow us @     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail     thekhybermail@gmail.com     www.thekhybermail.com

7 Sports
-Your Source for Alternate News-

- It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.
ARIES: You may be walking on un-
stable ground, thanks to the fact 
that Mars—your planetary ruler—
is joining forces with unpredict-
able Uranus on August 1. Chances 
are, you’re learning how to let go 
of what you used to rely on, know-
ing you’re ready to take the train-
ing wheels off and take a risk. You 
don’t need to know where you’re 
going next, just that you’re going. 
TAURUS: By the end of this week, 
you might feel like a totally dif-
ferent person! After all, Mars will 
join forces with Uranus in Taurus 
on August 1, which is shaking up 
your whole sense of self. If your 
ego is bruised, that’s only because 
you don’t feel true to yourself. It’s 
time to own who you are, no mat-
ter what anyone thinks.    
GEMINI: You’ve got a lot on your 
mind this week, Gemini. After all, 
on August 1, Mars will join forces 
with Uranus in your 12th house of 
spirituality and subconscious. You 
may find that repressed memo-

ries are resurfacing with intensity, 
prompting you to dive into intro-
spection and walk away with some 
game-changing revelations.   
CANCER: You’re spearheading so 
much change this week, Cancer! In 
fact, as Mars joins forces with Ura-
nus in your 11th house of hopes 
and dreams, you’re ready to take a 
big risk if it means bringing your 
vision to life. Tap into your revo-
lutionary side; the part of you that 
believes in a better world. You’re 
going places (and you’re taking 
people with you).  
LEO: You’re making waves in 
your career this week, Leo. In fact, 
you’ve *been* making waves, and 
on August 1, Mars will join forces 
with Uranus in your professional 
10th house, pushing you down a 
different path. Feel free to take a 
sharp turn in another direction! It 
takes guts to correct course, even 
if that means throwing everything 
out and starting over.   
VIRGO: You’re causing a ruckus 
this week and you don’t care who 
knows it! On August 1, Mars will 
join forces with Uranus in your 

ninth house of spontaneity and 
wisdom, encouraging you to try 
something totally different; some-
thing that expands your horizons 
and shows you a new reality. Just 
remember to make your next move 
with intention. 
LIBRA: You’re going through a 
deep and spiritual transformation 
right now, Libra. And on August 
1, that transformation could really 
be heating up as Mars joins forces 
with Uranus in your eighth house 
of give and take. It’s time to re-
define your boundaries firmly, es-

pecially if people try to cross you 
when you’re not paying attention. 
SCORPIO: Your relationship may 
be taking a drastic turn as this 
week begins, Scorpio. After all, on 
August 1, Mars—your ruling plan-
et—will join forces with Uranus 
in your seventh house of partner-
ships, which may be encouraging 
you to prioritize independence 
over codependence. Remember—
you can’t rely on someone else to 
make you happy; not when you 
have the power to make yourself 
even happier. 
SAGITTARIUS: Prepare for un-
expected detours as this week be-
gins. On August 1, Mars will join 
forces with Uranus in your sixth 
house of work and routine, which 
could cause major interruptions 
that throw you off course! Just be-
cause things aren’t going accord-
ing to plan doesn’t mean it won’t 
go well. Instead of freaking out, 
look at these detours as opportuni-
ties to try something different. 
CAPRICORN: You’re on the verge 
of an incredible artistic break-
through, Capricorn! After all, on 

August 1, Mars will join forces 
with Uranus in your fifth house of 
self-expression, prompting you to 
throw out the rulebook and color 
outside the lines. Don’t focus so 
much on how well your art will be 
received. Instead, focus on how 
much fun you’re having! If you’re 
not having fun, your art won’t be 
fun.    
ACQUARIUS: You’re bound to ex-
perience shakeups on the home-
front this week, Aquarius. After 
all, on August 1, Mars will join 
forces with Uranus in your fourth 
house of family and roots, which 
could lead to unexpected changes 
in your personal life. You may even 
be ready to move to a new place, 
because you’re ready to build the 
home that *you* want to live in.. 
PISCES: Be careful what you say 
this week, Pisces. After all, on Au-
gust 1, Mars will join forces with 
Uranus in your third house of com-
munication, which could encour-
age you to say the wrong thing at 
the worst possible time. Remem-
ber, you can always say more, but 
you can never say less!.
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Formula 1: Fernando Alonso to 
join Aston Martin next season

Pak boxer forced 
to miss CWG 2022

PCB announces schedule  
of England T20 series

Women sports to be promoted  
for national uplift: SAPM

Gilgit warriors won 5th edition  
of Zalmi Madrasa League

Arshad Nadeem directly qualifies 
for final in Commonwealth Games

England beat Germany 2-1 to win Euro 2022

MADRID: Fernando Alonso, a two-
time champion, will begin racing for 
Aston Martin in 2023 under a multi-
year contract.
Sebastian Vettel will be replaced by 
the 41-year-old Spaniard, who has 
competed for Alpine since 2021 if the 
German announces his retirement 
at the end of the current campaign. 
Alonso, who won the F1 champion-
ship in 2005 and 2006, made a come-
back to the sport in 2021 after com-
peting elsewhere for two years.
“I still have the hunger and ambition 
to fight to be at the front,” Alonso 
said. “Aston Martin is clearly applying 
the energy and commitment to win, 
and it is, therefore, one of the most 
exciting teams in F1 today. 
No one in F1 today is demonstrating 
a greater vision and absolute commit-
ment to winning, and that makes it 
a really exciting opportunity for me. 
I want to be part of an organisation 
that is committed to learn, develop 
and succeed,” he added.
This unexpected move is a setback 
for Alpine, as Alonso has been out-

performing teammate Estasban Ocon 
this year while trailing the French-
man in the championship due to a 
string of mechanical issues. 
Although Aston Martin wanted Alon-
so to join the team and had given him 
a contract for the following year, they 
had also held informal exploratory 
talks with Vettel in case the four-time 
champion decided to leave.
Aston Martin moved swiftly after Vet-
tel announced his choice.
Lance Stroll, Stroll’s son, will be Alon-
so’s teammate in 2023. (Agencies)

BIRMINGHAM: Pakistani boxer Zo-
haib Rasheed’s dream to feature in 
the ongoing Commonwealth Games 
were shattered due to an error by 
the management in the draw of 
the competition, it was revealed on 
Tuesday.
According to sources, the matter 
surfaced three days back when Zo-
haib’s name was missing from the 
draws of the competition.
The organization committee has ad-
mitted the mistake when Pakistan 
Boxing Federation (PBF) raised its 
concerns on the issue.
However, according to the sources 
the mistake was not rectified, and 
prior to the event, the organising 
committee told PBF that the pugilist 
could not chip in contest.
“This is extremely frustrating and 
disappointing. It is mental tor-
ture for the player who has been 
in doubt for three days as a result 
of someone else’s error,” PBF sec-
retary Nasir Tung stated. “They’ve 
done injustice to our player and we 
will not keep quiet on this issue.” He 
said the PBF Pakistan would write 
to the International Boxing Associa-
tion (IBA) and the CWG Federation 
and also seek compensation from 
the organizers. (Agencies)

LAHORE: England will play seven 
T20Is from September 20 to October 
2 in Karachi and Lahore — their first 
visit to the country in 17 years — the 
Pakistan Cricket Board announced 
Tuesday.
The National Stadium Karachi will 
host the matches on September 20, 
22, 23 and 25, before the action will 
shift to the cricket headquarters 
at the Gaddafi Stadium, where the 
remaining three matches will be 
played on September 28 and 30, and 
October 2.
All matches will start at 7:30PST.
The seven T20Is will be part of the 
first leg of England’s tour of Paki-
stan and they will return after the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Australia 
2022 for three Tests in December.
The T20I series against the sec-
ond-ranked side will launch Paki-
stan’s bumper international season.

Schedule of T20Is:
Tuesday, 20 Sep — 1st T20I, Karachi
Thursday, 22 Sep — 2nd T20I, Kara-
chi Friday, 23 Sep — 3rd T20I, Ka-
rachi
Sunday, 25 Sep — 4th T20I, Karachi
Wednesday, 28 Sep — 5th T20I, 
Lahore Friday, 30 Sep — 6th T20I, 
Lahore Sunday, 2 Oct — 7th T20I, 
Lahore
Following the September and De-
cember matches against England, 
Pakistan will host New Zealand 
twice — first for two Tests and three 
ODIs in December and January and 
then in April for five ODIs and five 
T20Is — West Indies for three T20Is 
in late January and finally the 50-
over ACC Asia Cup.
A complete schedule of the England 
Test series, as well as the New Zea-
land and the West Indies series, will 
be announced in due course. (APP)

LAHORE: Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister on Youth Affairs 
Shaza Fatima Khawaja has stressed 
the need for collective efforts and 
support to promote women sports 
with an aim to refine their abilities.
Addressing a ceremony at lahore 
college for women university (lcwu) 
regarding ‘talent hunt youth sports 
women hockey league’ under prime 
minister’s youth programme, she 
said that women were playing their 
role in almost every sector of life so 
it was needed to provide them better 
environment and platform.
The sapm said that prime minister’s 
youth programme was launched 
in 2013 by the then prime minister 
nawaz sharif, under which various 
initiatives including laptop scheme, 
internship & scholarship pro-
grammes, youth loan scheme and 
a number of others were launched, 
adding that prime minister muham-
mad shehbaz sharif after coming 
into power, had issued directions to 

restore prime minister’s youth pro-
gramme.
Shaza fatima said that efforts were 
on to revive departmental sports 
as it could play a significant role in 
the provision of financial benefits 
to players besides enable them to 
continuously improvise their game 
skills.
She urged the teachers, coaches 
and parents to encourage their fe-
male children as well for taking part 
in sports activities as sports could 
teach discipline, unity and commit-
ment towards accomplishment of 
task. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Gilgit Warriors won the 
fifth edition of Zalmi Madrasa League 
organized by Peshawar Zalmi and 
Zalmi Foundation at the most beau-
tiful place of Gilgit-Baltistan. In the 
final, Gilgit Warriors defeated Skardu 
Tigers by 35 runs. 
Batting first, Gilgit Warriors scored 
150 runs for the loss of wickets in eight 
overs. 
In response, Skardu’s team could not 
chase down the target and Gilgit War-

riors won the trophy of the fifth edition 
of Zalmi Madrasa League.
Chief Secretary Mehiduddin Wani and 
Provincial Sports Minister Raja Nasir 
Ali Khan distributed the prizes.
Javed Afridi, chairman of Peshawar 
Zalmi and Zalmi Foundation, express 
happiness on successful 5th edition of 
the Zalmi Madrasa League.
He said Madrasa League has high-
lighted the positive image of Pakistan’s 
Madaris in the whole world. (APP)

KARACHI: Pakistan’s Olympian Jav-
elin Thrower Arshad Nadeem has 
directly qualified for the final in Com-
monwealth Games 2022. 
According to the sources, Common-
wealth Games’ management has 
waved qualification round due to less 
entries in the Javelin Throw event. 
The participants have been told to pre-
pare for final event directly on August 
7. The start list of the event will be fi-
nalized soon. 
India’s Neeraj Chopra, who won Sil-
ver in World Athletics Championship 

last month, was ruled out of Common-
wealth Games 2022 due to injury. Pa-
kistan’s Arshad finished fifth in that 
event. (APP)

LONDON: An extra-time strike from 
forward Chloe Kelly gave England a 
2-1 win over Germany in the Wom-
en’s European Championship final 
to claim their first-ever major title in 
front of a record crowd on home soil.
Substitute Kelly reacted quickest to 
a loose ball from a corner in the sec-
ond period of extra time on Sunday to 
give her side the win and avenge their 
defeat by Germany in the 2009 Euro 
final in Helsinki, Finland.
England coach Sarina Wiegman be-
came the first manager to win the Eu-
ros with two different nations, having 
led her native Netherlands to the title 
in 2017. 
“I just can’t stop crying. We talk, we 
talk and we talk and we have finally 
done it. You know what, the kids are 
alright. This is the proudest moment 
of my life,” England captain Leah Wil-
liamson said pitchside.
“Listen, the legacy of this tournament 
is the change in society. The legacy of 
this team is winners and that is the 
journey. I love every single one of you, 
I’m so proud to be English. I’m trying 
so hard not to swear.”After the final 

whistle, the England players danced 
and the crowd sang their anthem, 
Sweet Caroline. The good-natured 
atmosphere inside the stadium on 
Sunday drew contrasts with the vio-
lent scenes when the England men’s 
team lost its European Championship 
final to Italy at the same stadium a 
year ago.
“I always believed I’d be here, but to 
be here and score the winner, wow. 
These girls are amazing,” said Kelly, 
who returned from a serious knee in-
jury in April. “This is amazing, I just 

want to celebrate now.”
It was a historic night for England, 
who opened the scoring in the 62nd 
minute through forward Ella Toone in 
front of a sold-out crowd at Wembley 
Stadium. 
The 87,192 attendance was a record 
for a Union of European Football As-
sociations (UEFA) tournament, men’s 
or women’s, underlining the growth 
of women’s football in Europe since 
the last time England and Germany 
played for a continental title 13 years 
ago. (Agencies)
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Help Afghan refugees with housing,  
UK minister urges local councils

Britain’s conservative party voting for 
next PM delayed after hacking alert

Two killed over Karabakh  
as warring sides claim violations

First grain ship out of Ukraine  
cleared to sail to Lebanon

Conjoined twins separated  
with help of VR in Brazil

Sri Lanka proposes plan to rebuild 
bankrupt economy by 2048

India to begin retiring aging MiG-21 
after series of crashes

Russia’s space agency to launch  
satellite into orbit for Iran

Australian motorcycle gang boss  
extradited from Turkey

LONDON: The British refugees 
minister has urged local councils 
across the country to help rehouse 
the 10,500 Afghans who are current-
ly living in hotels that are costing 
taxpayers millions of dollars every 
week.
Lord Harrington, a Conservative 
peer, told councils that the govern-
ment had fewer than 100 appropri-
ate properties available in June, but 
expected more than 500 arrivals 
each month as the country’s reloca-
tion scheme continues to operate.
Several Afghans told the BBC that 
living in hotels had prevented them 

from settling in their new country.
“I know this is costing the British 
people but for what?” an Afghan 
refugee said to the BBC’s Newsnight 
program.
The refugee, Mohammad, contin-
ued: “I want to settle and integrate 
but how can I when we are living in 
a hotel for months and months? I 
can’t start my life properly.”
Mohammad, who is in his 40s, had 
supported the British Army during 
its operations in Afghanistan. He 
fled with his wife and two children 
to Britain last year after Kabul was 
overrun by the Taliban. (Agencies)

LONDON: Voting by Britain’s Con-
servative Party members to pick 
the next prime minister has been 
delayed after the GCHQ spy agen-
cy warned that cyber hackers could 
change ballots, The Telegraph re-
ported on Tuesday.
There was no specific threat from 
a hostile state, and the advice was 
more general and about the voting 
process and its vulnerabilities, re-
port added.
As a result of the concerns, the Con-
servative Party has been forced to 
abandon plans to allow members to 
change their vote for the next leader 
later in the contest, according to the 
Telegraph.

Postal ballots are also yet to be is-
sued to the around 160,000 par-
ty members who have now been 
warned they could arrive as late as 
Aug. 11, the report added. The bal-
lots were earlier due to be sent out 
from Monday, The Telegraph re-
ported.
Former Finance Minister Rishi Su-
nak and Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
are competing in the leadership con-
test to succeed Boris Johnson as the 
next British prime minister.
Truss leads in opinion polls among 
Conservative Party members, who 
will decide who becomes the next 
prime minister on Sept. 5 after weeks 
of voting. (Agencies)

BAKU: Two soldiers were killed 
Wednesday over the breakaway re-
gion of Nagorno-Karabakh as the 
two warring sides accused each oth-
er of cease-fire violations.
Arch enemies Armenia and Azerbai-
jan fought two wars — in 2020 and 
in the 1990s — over Azerbaijan’s 
Armenian-populated region of Na-
gorno-Karabakh.
Armenia ceded swathes of territory 
it had controlled for decades, and 
Russia deployed some 2,000 peace-
keepers to oversee the fragile truce, 
but tensions persist despite a cease-
fire agreement.
On Wednesday, the Azerbaijani de-
fense ministry said Karabakh troops 
targeted Azerbaijani army positions 
in the district of Lachin, which is 

under the supervision of the Rus-
sian peacekeeping force, killing an 
Azerbaijani conscript.
The foreign ministry in Baku said 
that the “bloody incident” demon-
strated that Armenia did not respect 
the cease-fire agreement.
“All responsibility for the incident in 
Azerbaijan lies with military and po-
litical leadership of Armenia, which 
has not yet withdrawn its illegal 
armed formations from the territory 
of the neighboring state,” the foreign 
ministry said in a statement.
The army of the breakaway statelet 
accused Azerbaijan of violating a 
cease-fire Wednesday morning and 
killing one soldier and wounding an-
other eight at the line of contact later 
in the day. (Agencies)

ANKARA: The first grain ship to de-
part Ukraine since Russia invaded 
has arrived in Turkish waters and 
completed inspections, Ankara says.
Carrying 26,000 tonnes of corn, the 
Razoni was inspected by officials 
from Russia, Ukraine, Turkey and 
the UN.
It is unclear how quickly the ship 
will be able to sail onwards to Leba-
non, its final destination.
Russia has been blockading 
Ukraine’s ports since it invaded in 
February, intensifying global food 

shortages. Under the terms of a deal 
brokered by Turkey and the UN last 
month, both sides have agreed ship-
ments can resume.
Ukraine said its naval vessels will 
guide cargo ships through waters 
which have been mined.
In his usual evening address on 
Tuesday, President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky said he wanted to see grain 
exports become regular again.
“Our goal now is to have regulari-
ty: so that when one ship leaves the 
port, there are other ships as well 
- both those loading and those ap-
proaching the port,” he said.
In addition to easing food shortages 
elsewhere, he hoped exports would 
encourage Ukrainian farmers to 
sow seeds for next season.
“This is a matter of food security for 
our country as well - we are now en-
suring next year.” (Agencies)

BRASÍLIA: Conjoined twins born in 
Brazil with a fused head and brain 
have been separated in what doctors 
described as the most complex sur-
gery of its kind, which they prepared 
for using virtual reality (VR).
Arthur and Bernardo Lima were 
born in 2018 in the state of Roraima 
in northern Brazil as craniopagus 
twins, an extremely rare condition 
in which the siblings are fused at the 
cranium.
Joined at the top of the head for near-
ly four years – most of that spent in 
a hospital room outfitted with a cus-
tom bed – the brothers are now able 
to look each other in the face for the 
first time, after a series of nine oper-
ations culminating in a marathon 23-
hour surgery to separate them.
London-based medical charity Gemi-
ni Untwined, which helped carry out 
the procedure, described it as the 

“most challenging and complex sep-
aration to date”, given that the boys 
shared several vital veins.
“It was the most difficult, complex, 
challenging surgery of my career,” 
said neurosurgeon Gabriel Mufarrej 
of the Paulo Niemeyer State Brain 
Institute (IECPN) in Rio de Janeiro, 
where the procedure was performed. 
“No one believed it was possible at 
first. Saving them both was a historic 
accomplishment. (Agencies)

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s president 
announced on Wednesday a national 
policy to rebuild the bankrupt econo-
my by 2048, at a time when rampant 
food inflation and chronic shortages 
are making daily life a battle for mil-
lions of the country’s citizens.
The south Asian nation is bankrupt 
and in April suspended repayments 
on its $51 billion foreign loans, as 
the inflation rate continued to soar. 
It surged to a record 60.8 percent in 
July, with a 90.9 percent climb in food 
inflation, according to government 
data.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe, 73, 
announced the plan in his first poli-
cy statement since taking office last 
month, after his predecessor, Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, fled the country and 
then quit following mass protests over 
the worst economic meltdown since 
the 22 million-populated nation’s in-
dependence from Britain 1948.
As he announced his Cabinet’s eco-
nomic policy, Wickremesinghe said 
Sri Lanka was facing an “unprece-
dented situation” unlike anything in 
recent history and was “in great dan-
ger”. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: The Indian Air Force 
(IAF) will retire all its MiG-21 Bison 
fighter jets by 2025, according to In-
dia’s press.
Another squadron of MiG-21s will 
be retired in September 2022, while 
three further squadrons will be re-
tired in 2023, 2024 and 2025, leading 
to the jet being completely phased out 
of service.
The news was announced by several 
Indian news outlets, including The 
Hindu and ANI News, referring to 
unnamed sources within the coun-
try’s military.
The statement follows yet another 
MiG-21 crash, which took place on 
July 30 and claimed the lives of two 

pilots. According to Business Stan-
dard, IAF currently operates between 
64 and 72 MiG-21s, at least some of 
which are two-seater trainer variants.
The ageing aircraft became known for 
its numerous technical issues, which 
has resulted in a series of crashes that 
appear to be increasing. 
Indian press has reported that six 
MiG-21s crashed during the last 20 
months, resulting in the deaths of five 
pilots.
The IAF began retired its first MiG-21s 
in 2013, however, the process took lon-
ger than expected due to delays with 
its replacement, India’s domestically 
manufactured HAL Tejas fighter jet.  
(Agencies)

TEHRAN: Following Iran’s repeated 
failures to get a satellite into orbit, 
Russia’s State Space Corporation 
Roscosmos says it will launch one 
on behalf of the Islamic Republic 
into space.
Roscosmos said on Wednesday 
that the spacecraft, a remote sens-
ing satellite called “Khayyam” after 
Persian polymath Omar Khayyam 
(1048 – 1131), will be sent into orbit 
by a Soyuz rocket.
“We plan to launch a Soyuz-2.1b 
rocket, equipped with a Fregat up-
per stage, from the Baikonur Cos-
modrome [a spaceport in south-
ern Kazakhstan leased to Russia] 

on August 9, 2022; it will take the 
Khayyam remote earth probing 
spacecraft into the orbit under an 
order of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,” the company said, highlight-
ing that the spacecraft was designed 
and produced by Roscosmos enter-
prises. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: The boss of one of Austra-
lia’s biggest motorcycle gangs has been 
extradited from Turkey to face criminal 
charges in his home country.
Mark Buddle head of the Comancheros 
and sometimes described as Australia’s 
most wanted man was taken into cus-
tody at Darwin Airport on Wednesday.
He will face charges of importing drugs 
- allegations he is yet to respond to. Mr 
Buddle fled to the Middle East in 2016 
after he was named as a person of in-
terest in a murder investigation. The 
37-year-old spent time in Dubai before 
settling in northern Cyprus, which does 
not have an extradition treaty with Aus-
tralia, according to local media. He was 
expelled from the Turkish-controlled 

territory in early July because his pres-
ence was “inconvenient in terms of 
public peace and security”, the interior 
ministry said. 
From there he went to Turkey, which 
does have an extradition treaty. Buddle 
is accused of importing cocaine with a 
street value of A$40m ($27m, £22m) 
into Melbourne in 2021. (Agencies)

84 nabbed after gang rape in South Africa
CAPE TOWN: More than 80 peo-
ple arrested following a gang rape 
of eight South African women ap-
peared before a court on Monday 
as the police minister described the 
assault as the “shame of the nation”.
A gang of gunmen forced their way 
into a music video shoot near a mine 
dump in Krugersdorp, a small town 
west of Johannesburg, on Thursday.
Eight young women from the cast 
were raped in an incident that 
shocked the country, which has one 
of the highest crime rates in the 
world. “What happened in Krugers-
dorp is just a shame of the nation,” 
Police Minister Bheki Cele told a 

press briefing on Monday, adding 
some of the victims would suffer 
long-term consequences.
“Some of those destructions are per-
manent with those kids.”
The gang attacked the crew and cast 
while they were offloading equip-
ment and preparing the set, accord-
ing to police.
Police have blamed illegal immi-
grants working in mines – known 
locally as Zama Zama – and arrested 
84 people during a swoop in the area.
Two more suspects were killed in a 
shootout with police and a third was 
wounded and taken to a local hospi-
tal, police said. (Agencies)
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