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In Toshakhana reference

Imran Khan disqualified

— PTI workers stage protests against ECP’s verdict, burnt tyres,blocked roads, chanted slogans against ECP
— Rangers, FC personnel deployed in Red Zone amid PTI protests.— Will challenge the verdict in [HC: Asad Umar.
— Rana Sanaullah calls on PML-N supporters to come out in solidarity with ECP

ISLAMABAD: Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on Friday disqual-
ified Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan in Toshakha-
na case. A four-member bench
headed by Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja
announced the unanimous decision.
In the decision, it has been said that
Imran Khan is no longer a member
of the National Assembly, adding that
he submitted a false affidavit and has
been involved in corrupt practices.
The electoral watchdog declared Im-
ran Khan’s National Assembly seat
as vacant. ECP further added that
Imran Khan is no longer ‘Sadiq and
Amin’ and legal action should be ini-
tiated against him. On September 19,
the ECP had reserved its verdict in
the Toshakhana case moved by Paki-
stan Democratic Movement (PDM),
seeking disqualification of Imran
Khan for alleged foul play related to
Toshakhana gifts. Barrister Ali Za-
far and Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
represented the PTI chairman as de-
fence lawyers in the case hearing. A
five-member ECP bench headed by
the CEC heard arguments before re-
serving its decision. The Toshakhana
case was brought before the electoral
watchdog last year after the Pakistan
Information Commission (PIC) had
accepted an application on the matter
and had directed the Cabinet Divi-
sion to provide information about the
gifts received by then-prime minister
Imran Khan from foreign dignitaries.

PTI) supporters poured onto streets
across the country after the party’s
chairman and former prime minister,
Imran Khan has been disqualified
by the Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) in the Toshakhana case.
The PTI workers reacted to disqual-
ification by blocking the main roads
across the country to express their
sympathy with the former premier.
On the other side, on getting the call
of the protest, the PTI leadership in
Peshawar closed the Peshawar mo-
torway (M-1)., while the PTI workers
have blocked Zero Point Highway
from Faizabad. The PTI supporters in
Lahore, also started to stage protest.
The PTI supporters also started to
protest in Karachi, Multan, Gujran-
wala, Rahim Yar Khan, Sahiwal and
other cities of the country. ormer
planning minister and Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Asad Umar
said on Friday that the party will
challenge the Election Commission
of Pakistan’s (ECP) verdict in the Is-
lamabad High Court “as soon as we
receive the written order.” Speaking
to media outside Bani Gala in Islam-

Johnson,Sunak lead race to become UK’s next PM

LONDON: Boris Johnson and former
finance minister Rishi Sunak were
leading the potential contenders to
replace British prime minister Liz
Truss today, with candidates canvass-
ing support to become Conservative
Party leader in a fast-tracked contest.
After Truss quit yesterday, ending her
six weeks in power, those who want
to replace her were trying to find the
100 votes from Conservative lawmak-
ers needed to run in a contest which
the party hopes will reset its ailing
fortunes. With the Conservatives all
but facing a wipe out in the next na-
tional election according to opinion
polls, the race is on to become the
fifth British premier in six years. The
winner will be announced on either
Monday or Friday next week. In what

would be an extraordinary comeback,
Johnson, who was ousted by lawmak-
ers just over three months ago, was
running high up the ranks alongside
Sunak to be crowned the next prime
minister. “I think he’s got that proven
track record to turn around things.
He can turn it around again. And I'm
sure my colleagues hear that message
loud and clear,” Conservative law-
maker Paul Bristow said of Johnson
on LBC radio. (Agencies)

"Turkey has never used chemical weapons: Erdogan

ISTANBUL: President Tayyip Er-
dogan said Turkey’s armed forces
have never used chemical weapons
and that legal action would be taken
against those who make such allega-
tions, broadcaster NTV reported on
Friday. Media close to the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) militant group
published videos this week which it
said showed chemical weapons being
used by the Turkish army against the
PKK in northern Iraq. “Our armed
forces have not resorted to using
chemical weapons to this day,” NTV

quoted Erdogan as telling reporters
on his plane returning from a trip to
Azerbaijan. The defence ministry and
top officials on Thursday also denied
the armed forces had used chemical
weapons in their operations against
Kurdish militants. Turkish prosecu-
tors on Thursday opened an inves-
tigation into the head of the Turkish
Medical Association, Sebnem Korur
Fincanci, after she said on television
that footage indicated the use of tox-
ic gases and called for an indepen-
dent investigation. (APP)

abad, he said that the party will file a
petition latest by tonight. “The verdict
will be challenged in court. We are
just waiting for the written order,” he
told media persons. Interior Minis-
ter Rana Sanaullah on Friday called
on Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) associations and parliamen-
tarians to come out to express soli-
darity with the members of Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) who
disqualified former premier Imran
Khan in the Toshakhana case, Aaj
News reported. Addressing a press
conference in Islamabad, Sanaullah
said the ECP members have done
a favour by “throwing Khan out of
national politics.” “He [Imran Khan]
who used to call all his political op-
ponents ‘thieves’ has been declared a
‘certified thief’ himself. He is such a
petty thief that he sells out state gifts,”
the minister said. Sanaullah said that
he was disappointed by the number
of people who came out to protest
against Imran Khan’s disqualifica-
tion, saying his self-proclaimed pop-
ularity among the masses was badly
exposed. (Agencies)

US, Japan to conduct
een Sword’
major military drill
TOKYO: Japan and the US will con-
duct a joint military exercise from
Nov 10, the Japanese Defence Min-
istry said today, as countries in the
region and beyond are increasingly
wary of China’s growing military
might and assertiveness. The drill,
dubbed Keen Sword, takes place bi-
ennially around Japan. Some 36,000
personnel, 30 vessels, and 370 air-
craft from Japan’s self-defence forc-
es and the US military will partici-
pate in this year’s exercise, which
will run till Nov 19. “By demonstrat-
ing Japan’s and the United States’
strong will and coordination, we aim
to contribute to defending Japan and
securing peace and safety of the re-
gion,” Japanese defence minister Ya-
sukazu Hamada told reporters. Be-
sides the two Pacific allies, Canada
will be dispatching two vessels, while
Australia and Britain will each send
one warship to the drill, the ministry
said. Locations of the field training
include Japan’s southwestern islands
including Tokunoshima, which is
closer to Taipei than to Tokyo. At a
Communist Party meeting that start-
ed on Sunday, Chinese president Xi
Jinping called for accelerating Chi-
na’s plans to build a world-class mil-
itary and said his country would nev-
er renounce the right to use force to
resolve the Taiwan issue. (Agencies)

Indonesia says child deaths from acute kidney injury rise to 133

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s health minister
said on Friday that the number of chil-
dren who had died from acute kidney
injury (AKI) rose to 133 from the pre-
viously reported 99. The deaths were
among a total of 241 cases in 22 prov-
inces, Budi Gunadi Sadikin said, add-
ing that most patients were children
under the age of five. Budi on Thurs-

day said some medicinal syrups avail-
able in Indonesia contained ethylene
glycol and diethylene glycol, ingredi-
ents that have been linked to fatal AKI
in children. Indonesia has temporarily
banned sales and prescription of all
syrup-based medications and formed
an expert team comprised of local
health and paediatrics officials and

World Health Organization (WHO)
representatives to look into the AKI
spike among children. The country’s
food and drug agency has also named
five locally-made products which con-
tained excessive levels of ethylene
glycol and has ordered the producers
to pull them out of circulation and de-
stroy all remaining batches. (Agencies)
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In Toshakhana reference

ECP did justice: PM Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz says the Election Commission
of Pakistan has done justice in the
Toshakhana reference case. In a
tweet on Friday, he said the nation
witnessed that Prime Minister’s of-
fice was used for personal income
through corrupt practices.

Shehbaz Sharif said so-called hon-
est and righteous has badly ex-
posed. He said Imran Khan should
surrender before the law instead
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of fighting with law, firing bullets,
and going for hooliganism through
armed gangs. He said nobody is
above the law. (APP)

COAS Bajwa says he is retiring in ﬁve weeks

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa says he is retiring in five weeks
and will not be seeking an exten-
sion, Geo News reported, citing
sources. The sources quoted the
COAS as saying that the Pakistan
Army will play no role in Pakistani
politics. Earlier, at a recent luncheon
attended by the COAS at the Paki-
stan Embassy in Washington during
his US trip, he had said the armed
forces have distanced themselves
from politics and want to stay out of
it in future as well. Gen Bajwa also
reiterated his resolve to leave after

the completlon of his term as the
army chief this November. “There
could be no diplomacy without a
strong economy,” said the army
chief adding that the nation could
not achieve its targets without a
strong economy. (Agencies)

FATF removes Pakistan from grey list’

PARIS: Pakistan has been removed
from an international grey list that
warrants increased surveillance
for terrorism financing, the head of
the international money laundering
watchdog which makes the list said
on Friday. The decision was taken
at the end of a two-day meeting in
Paris, Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) president T Raja Kumar told
a news conference. “Pakistan had ad-
dressed technical deficiencies to meet
the commitments of its action plans
regarding strategic deficiencies that

the FATF identified in June 2018 and
June 2021,” Kumar said in a summa-
ry speech. In a meeting in June, the
FATF had said it was keeping Paki-
stan on the so-called “grey list”, but
said it might be removed after an on-
site visit to verify progress. (Agencies)

Russian,US defense chiefs discuss Ukraine
Destroyed foreign-made-weapons depot
in Kherson region, says Russia
— Ukrainian forces shelling kill four
— Iran calls on its citizens to refrain from traveling from Ukraine.
— Zelensky calls on the West to warn Russia to spare dam.

— Turkish President says Putin ‘is now more open for discussions’.
— Putin fires rifle on visit to mobilized troops

KYIV/WASHINGTON/MOSCOW:

Ukrainian forces shelled a civilian riv-
er crossing in the former Ukrainian
city of Kherson, Kkilling at least four
people, local officials said. The attack
came while civilians were being moved
from the right bank of the Dnepr River,
following an order issued earlier this
week. Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelensky called on the West to warn
Russia not to blow up a huge dam
that would flood a swath of southern
UKkraine, as his forces prepare to push
Moscow’s troops from Kherson in one
of the war’s most important battles.
In a television address, Zelensky said
Russian forces had planted explosives
inside the huge Nova Kakhovka dam,
which holds back an enormous reser-
voir that dominates much of southern
Ukraine, and were planning to blow it
up to cover their retreat. The United
States said that Iranian military train-
ers had been sent to Crimea to assist
Russian forces using Iranian-made
drones to attack targets in Ukraine,
adding a new international element to
a war that has already worsened some
geopolitical tensions. Iran advised
its citizens on Friday not to travel to
Ukraine and urged Iranians already
there to leave. Due to the escalation of
military conflicts and the increase in
insecurity in Ukraine, all Iranian na-
tionals are strongly advised to refrain
from traveling to this country, Iran’s

department of consular affairs said.
Meanwhile, President Erdogan has
said Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin is now more open for discussions
than he was in the beginning and said
he plans to hold telephone talks with
both the Russian and Ukrainian coun-
terparts. “There is a hope. We strive
to continue the peace talks by bring-
ing the two leaders together. Because
there are serious losses on both sides. I
believe that peace has no losers.” Rus-
sian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu
and US Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin have discussed pressing issues
of international security, including
UkKkraine, the Russian Defense Minis-
try said in a statement on Friday. “On
October 21, 2022, Defense Minister of
the Russian Federation Army General
Sergey Shoigu and US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin held talks on the
phone. They touched upon pressing
issues of international security, includ-
ing the situation in Ukraine,” the state-
ment says. Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Defense Minister Sergey
Shoigu visited training grounds in the
western Ryazan Region on Thursday,
to witness first hand the preparation
of mobilized troops. Putin and Shoigu
were shown standard equipment is-
sued to the conscripts, including uni-
forms, helmets and body armor, as
well as the army-issued autumn and
winter boots. (Agencies)
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KP CM claims govt writ is in place not only in

- Staff Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has
reiterated his commitment not to
compromise on law & order in the
province and made it clear that peace
and the writ of the government is in
place not only in Swat but all over
the province. He stated that everyone
should stay satisfied to this effect; his
physical presence amongst people in
the far-flung hilly terrain of District
Swat is evidence enough that peace
and tranquility prevails in the area.
Addressing locals and media per-
sons at Gabin Jabba during his visit
to district swat on Friday, Chief Min-
ister Mahmood khan said that peace
has been hard earned involving long

Awareness drive
on child labour urged

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner
Abbottabad Tariq Salam Marwat here
on Friday said that we were taking
measures for the protection of child
labour, eradication of bonded labour
and human trafficking. He expressed
these views while chairing a meeting
regarding District Vigilance Commit-
tee (DVC) at his office. The meeting
discussed issues related to the imple-
mentation of the decisions taken in
the previous meeting and the steps to
be taken. (APP)

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate | 24K Gold | 22K Gold | 21K Gold | 18K Gold
Per Tola Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Gold 135800 | 124482 | 118825 | 101850
Per 10 Rs. Rs. Rs.

Gr;m 1 16;00 106;91 10153)38 Rs. 87375
Per Gram | ps 11650 | Rs. 10679 | Rs.10194 | Rs.8738
Gold

Per Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Ounce 330300 | 302773 | 289013 | 247725

FOREX RATES

Currency Buying | Selling
US Dollar 222.7 224.9
ChinaYuan 30.60 30.87
Japanese Yen 1.1 1.17

Saudi Riyal 59.1 59.7

U.A.E Dirham 61.2 61.9

UK Pound 249.5 252

Euro 217.6 219.8

Australian Dollar 139.61 141.21

Canadian Dollar 161.05 162.4

Emergency Numbers

Organization Phone No

Rescue 1122 HQrs | 091-2264224-25

Rescue 1122 0937-9230770

Mardan
Fire Brigade Cantt: | 091-9212534
Fire Brigade City | 091-2566666

Police Emergency |091-9212222

Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 091-2210836
Ambulance
Emergency 091-2590846
Ambulance

Civil Defence, 091-9212176

Peshawar

Lady Reading 091-9211430

Hospital
HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8

Irnam Hospital 091-9216115

Mission Hospital | 091-2212371

Al-Khidmat
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation |091-9212771-4

Hospital

Frontier 091-5703463
Foundation Blood

Services

Hamza 091-5841632
Foundation,

Peshawar

Sui Gas, Peshawar | 091-9213016

Wapda Complaint | 091-9212041

Peshawar

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351

Airport Inquiry 114

Railway Inquiry 117

R

Swat but whole province

struggle and multiple sacrifices ren-
dered by security personnel and citi-
zens. He made it clear that we would
not allow anyone to sabotage this
peace or to politicize it under any
circumstances. The Chief Minister
regretted that he was criticized with-
out any reason, but it should be clear
to all that Mahmood Khan will never

Khoer Mal

compromise on the peace and secu-
rity of his people. He categorically
stated that maintaining peace and
harmony across the province has
been the top most priority of his gov-
ernment since the day one. Touching
upon the self-centered policies of
the incumbent federal government,
the chief minister said that multi-
ple issues have surfaced ever since
the imported govt came into power
and they have been involved in im-
moral politics at the cost of nation-
al interests; these people don’t have
any concern for the country and the
nation; they have come into power
through conspiracies with the only
aim to protect their wealth obtained
by loot and plunder in the past.

EC working in constitutional ambit,
fully authorized to decide case: Asfandyar

PESHAWAR: Central President
Awami National Party (ANP), As-
fandyar Wali Khan Friday said that
Election Commission (EC) had a
constitution right to decide a case
adhering to its working ambit and
doors of courts were open if some-
one had any objection on verdict
against Imran Khan in Tosha Kha-
na case. In a statement issued from
Bacha Khan Markaz here, the
ANP chief said everyone was free
to choose its course and could ap-

proach courts in case of any objec-
tion relating to EC verdict in Tosha
Khana case.

He said PTI leadership had a con-
stitutional right to pursue its case
in the courts. He said that a verdict
could not be declared wrong or right
on basis of personal interests and
added at the critical juncture, the
country could not afford new crisis.
He urged the people to follow the
norms of decency and mutual toler-
ance in politics. (APP)

Unity will helpful Pakistan as key to success:Mushtaq

PESHAWAR: Acting Governor Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa and Speaker of
Provincial Assembly Mushtaq Ahmed
Ghani Friday has said that all institu-
tions needed to be on the same page
to make Pakistan prosperous and sta-
ble. “Unity is the key to the success
and prosperity of the country,” he
expressed these views while speak-
ing at the Peshawar High Court Bar
Abbottabad Bench. The acting gov-
ernor said that If the country will be
politically, administratively and eco-

nomically secure, its fruits will reach
the people in the form of prosperity
and if the country defaults then every-
one will be affected. Mushtaq Ahmed
Ghani also presented a check of Rs.
3 million rupees grant to the High
Court Bar from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government. He said that whenever
there is a moment of decision in the
history of nations, lawyers used to
provide guidance. it is necessary to
look into the past and make decisions
about the future, he said. (APP)

8540 motorists fined for violating no-parking zones

PESHAWAR: City Traffic Police
(CTP) has challan 8540 motorists
for violation of no-parking zones
during the last month in the city. On
the directives of the Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO), Abbas Majeed Khan
Marwat, the City Traffic Police under
the supervision of SP Headquarters,
Raheem Hussain carried out an op-
eration against the parking of motor-
cars and motorcycles in no-parking
zones, said a press release issued
here on Friday. During the opera-
tion, hundreds of vehicles were lifted

through fork-lifters and impounded
in the traffic police terminal while
the owners of hundreds of vehicles
were fined on the spot. Fine amount-
ing to thousands of rupees imposed
on violators has been deposited in
the provincial exchequer. Out of the
total 8540 vehicles, 1120 were mo-
torcyclists. SP Traffic Headquarters,
Raheem Hussain has urged people to
avoid parking vehicles in no-parking
zones, saying such acts cause a traf-
fic jams and create problems for the
general public. (APP)

Commissioner for removal of illegal speed breakers

PESHAWAR: Commissioner Pesha-
war Division, Riaz Khan Mehsud
Friday directed the district admin-
istration to remove illegal speed
breakers and oversize billboards
from roadsides. Chairing a meeting
of deputy commissioners to discuss
performance, he also directed dis-
trict administrations to constitute
special squad and remove all illegal-

ly constructed speed breakers that
were posing threat to human lives
besides hindering smooth flow of
traffic. He also directed conducting
of raids on patwar houses, action
against hoarders and measures to
control dengue. The commissioner
also directed deputy commissioners
to hold regular open katcheries for
public facilitation. (APP)
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Imran found guilty of corrupt practice
in Toshakhan case by ECP: Latif Afridi

PESHAWAR: Former President
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) and Peshawar High Court
Bar Association (PHCBA) Abdul La-
tif Afridi Advocate here on Friday
said that Pakistan Tahrik e Insaf
Chairman Imran Khan was found
guilty of corrupt practice in Tosha
Khana case by a five member larger
bench of the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) in its unanimous
decision today. Talking to APP, he
said that Imran Khan had failed to
mention Tosha Khana’s gifts in his
nomination forms. He said gifts re-
ceived by Imran Khan in the capacity
of the Prime Minister should have
been deposited in Tosha Khan rath-
er than kept in personal possession.
The constitutional expert said that
Imran Khan had lost the National As-
sembly’s seat after the ECP verdict in

the Tosha Khan case. Afridi said Im-
ran Khan had raised slogans against
corruption to get cheap popularity
but today, he was proved guilty of
corrupt practice in the Tosha Khana
case and all his anti-corruption state-
ments were proved wrong today. Fol-
lowing the disqualification of Imran
Khan, he said that PTI was likely to
split into different groups as there
was no leader in PTI who was more
popular in masses than Imran. As a
result, electables would resign from
PTI and join other political parties
ahead of general elections. Awami
National Party leader and former
provincial minister Wajid Ali Khan
said that Imran Khan was first de-
clared a certified liar in the PTI for-
eign funding case and now found
guilty of corrupt practice in the To-
sha Khan case. (APP)

Improving Nigeria-Pak bilateral trade,
economic relations need of time says diplomate

— Staff Report

PESHAWAR: Nigerian High Com-
missioner in Pakistan, Mr Moham-
mad Bello Abiyo said prospects
are very high to further improve
bilateral economic and trade coop-
eration between Nigeria and Paki-
stan, however, he underscored the
need of removing bottlenecks in
enhancing present bilateral trade
volume between the countries. Mr
Abiyo was addressing members of
Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and
Industry during a meeting, chaired
by the chamber’s senior vice presi-
dent Shahid Hussain here at SCCI’s
house on Friday. Ejaz Khan Afridi,
vice president of the chamber, for-
mer senior vice president Imran
Khan, former vice president Abdul

Jalil Jan, executive members Lala
Badshah, Munawar Khurshid, Ka-
shif Amin, Javed Ahmad Khan, and
Ihsanullah, Shams Rahim, Rashid
Igbal Siddique, Naeem Qasmi, Za-
hoor Khan, Aftab Igbal, Waris Khan
Afridi, Faiz Rasool, Wagar Ahmad,
Ayub Sethi, Ishtiagq Muhammad
along with traders, industrialists,
importers and expoerters were
present in a large number. The Ni-
gerian High Commissioner who
was accompanied by Chairman of
the SCCI Standing Committee on
Education, Saboor Sethi visited the
chamber house during his address
to members of the business com-
munity said Nigeria and Pakistan
have cordially enjoyed political and
diplomatic relationship.

Mayor assured cooperation to farmers
of Mashookagar,Uch canal

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar City,
Haji Zabair Ali assured farmers
of Mashookagar and Uch Canal of
resolution their problems and said
that they would be provided need-
ed help to get irrigation water. He
was talking to a delegation of farm-
ers belonging to suburban areas of
Peshawar including Mashookagar
and Uch Canal here on Friday. Del-
egation informed mayor about their
issued and said that thousands of
acres of land have been left barren
due to unavailability of irrigation

water, adding that situation is neg-
atively impacting production and fi-
nancial position of farmers. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Haji Zubair
said that problems faced by farm-
ers would be resolved on priority
basis. He also contacted irrigation
authorities and apprised them about
problems of farmers due to unavail-
ability of water. He assured them co-
operation in resolution of problems
and said that their concerns would
be conveyed to concerned authori-
ties at the earliest. (APP)

PPP KP announces Ulema-Mashaikh Wing

PESHAWAR: Provincial presi-
dent of Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Najmuddin Khan on Friday
announced the cabinet of Ulema-
Mashaikh Wing of the party for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to a press release is-
sued here on Friday, the cab-
inet has been formed after
consultation  with President
Ulema-Mashaikh KP Pir Aftab
Utmanzai and general secretary
Abbas Ali Shah. Other members
of the cabinet included Maula-

na Mufti Abdul Jabbar (SVP),
Maulana Khayyam Khalid (VP),
Qari Abdul Majeed (VP), Haji
Nawazish Ali (Deputy General
Secretary), Mufti Pir Imdadullah
(Deputy General Secretary), Haji
Qari Qasim Ali Shah (Secretary
Information), Sajid Painda Khel
(Deputy Information Secretary),
Pir Mohammad Igbal (Joint Sec-
retary), Hafiz Salman (Finance
Secretary) and Hafiz Mohammad
Bilal as Office Secretary respec-
tively. (APP)

Polio eradication: A long way to achieve target

PESHAWAR: Being pushed on a
wheelchair by his father, Abid Khan
used to visit playground near his
home on a daily basis to watch chil-
dren playing different games to get
amused but he could not play by
himself as he fell prey to polio virus
in his childhood and paralyzed for
life. Whenever football or cricket
balls come close to the wheelchair
of Abid, a resident of village Dheri
Ishaq in Nowshera district, he unin-
tentionally tries to catch it but some-
times falls from in this effort and his
father support him to settle down
again in his chair. Sadden for his
son, Abid’s father Jamsheed Khan
said that he feels so sorry for his
30-year-old son because he could
not play like a normal child and al-
ways looks for others’ support. “Po-
lio virus affected my son at age of
three-year, when he took him to doc-
tor due to high fever, vomiting and
constant pain where he was diag-
nosed with polio, he recalled. “The
doctor said Abid could not walk for
entire life as both of his legs were
affected by polio virus,” the sadden
father said, adding he had been

For latest news visit our website www.thekhybermail.com

practicing to bring his son to the
playground for the last 25 years on
his request by leaving work in fields
ahead of time. Like Abid, polio virus
continued attacking the under five
years children in the country where
20 kids were paralyzed this year for
entire life. According to Emergency
Operation Centre (EOC), KP Health
Department, all these 20 positive
cases were detected in KP’s south-
ern districts including 17 in North
Waziristan, two in Lakki Marwat and
one in South Waziristan. As many as
139 cases were reported during 2011
in Pakistan including 23 from KP, 33
from Sindh, 73 from Balochistan,
one in Giligt Baltistan (GB) and nine
in Punjab. In 2012, polio cases were
slashed to 38 including 27 in KP,
four each in Sindh and Balochistan,
one from GB, and two from Islam-
abad. Further reduction in cases had
been witnessed during 2013 with 28
cases in Pakistan including 11 from
KP, 10 from Sindh and seven from
Punjab. The country had witnessed
a sharp increase in polio cases in
2014 after deduction of 127 cases in-
cluding 68 from KP, 30 from Sindh,

Follow us @ 0 O ©

22 from Balochistan and seven from
Punjab. In 2015, a total of 38 cases
were detected in the country includ-
ing 17 in KP, 12 in Sindh, seven in
Balochistan and only two from Pun-
jab. As many as 18 cases reported
including eight each from KP and
Sindh and two from Balochsitan in
2016. One case was detected in KP,
two in Sindh, three in Balochistan
and one each from GB and Punjab
during 2017. Likewise, two cases de-
tected in KP, one in Sindh and three
in Balochistan during 2018. Howev-
er, significant increase in polio cases
were witnessed in the country with
record 134 cases including 80 in KP,
30 in Sindh, 12 each in Balochistan
and Punjab during 2019. As many
as 82 cases reported in Pakistan
including 20 in KP, 22 in Sindh, 26
in Balochistan and 14 in Punjab in
2020. Once in spotlight in world for
being a country of polio virus res-
ervoir following reports of about
20,000 cases per year in early 1990,
there was a great hope that Pakistan
was going to be declared a polio
free country after a report of one
case from Balochistan on January
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27, 2021. However, the report of 20
cases this year from KP had showed
that wild polio virus (WPV-I) was
still circulating in Lakki Marwat and
Waziristan districts and its eradica-
tion was imperative to save children
from permanent disabilities. Senior
children specialist, Government
Satellite Hospital Pabbi Nowshera,
Dr Riaz Khan said polio was highly
contagious disease that mostly in-
vades the nervous system of malnu-
trition children and spreads through
feco-oral route. Talking to APP, he
said one in 200 infections leads to
permanent paralysis and its victim
even can’t move parts of his body
and even caused death. He said over
100 million children were immu-
nized every year before their first
birthday and about 24 million under
one-year age i.e. 20 percent were
deprived of vaccine due to various
reasons including refusal. Terming
anti-polio vaccine is safe option,
he said the vaccines prevent two
to three million deaths every year
and can save additional two million
children subject to improvement of
global coverage. (APP)
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PM For Climate Justice

In the context of devastation caused by climate change in Pa-
kistan, PM Shehbaz Sharif has said that “we want climate jus-
tice, not compensation”, In other words, he wants to make it
clear to the world that Pakistan is under threat from climate
change effects in the future as this change is going to take
place just because of much carbon emission globally. The UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres, seems to be so sensitive
in this regard that in his address to the UNGA 77th session,
he mentioned that he himself saw one-third of Pakistan sub-
merged in floods, and carbon emitting countries are clearly
behind this happening here, Pakistani must be helped to over-
come this big challenge. Similarly, PM Shehbaz made it clear
in an interview with a British newspaper that we do not use
the word compensation. But we are only demanding climate
justice because we are aware of the destruction caused by cli-
mate change, saying another country may become victim to
this change tomorrow and we do not want that to happen in
future. The PM added that Pakistan is not trying to resched-
ule its external debt, but it needs money for major projects
like reconstruction of roads, bridges and other infrastructure
in flood-affected areas, as floods caused a loss of US$30 bil-
lion, for which the support of the international community
is required. We are in a state of war. What we received after
the flood is far less than what we need. The PM’s speech ex-
pressed concern that serious problems may arise if there is
political instability. In the first week of this month, the UN
issued a new appeal for aid to Pakistan, in which the esti-
mate of the required aid was increased from US$18 million
to US$81 million. However, the verbal promises made by var-
ious countries have not been fulfilled so far, as more tents,
medicine, and food needed to help the families displaced by
flood. Unfortunately, the gap between demand and received
aid is widening over time. Pakistan will seek additional funds
from wherever possible. The French President has promised
to host a donors’ conference to increase financial aid to Paki-
stan, which is likely to be held in Paris in November. It should
be expected that Pakistan will get some more external support
as a result of this conference. It should be kept in mind that
the help of others cannot be the means of a country’s com-
plete recovery from the crisis. It is important to rely on hard
work, determination and strength to overcome the difficulties.

Foreign Policy Blues
— By Hassan Khan

It’s been over six months since the
unceremonious ouster of the Imran
Khan-led government, which re-
mains adamant that it was removed
under directions from the DC Belt-
way. Contrary to this, it seems that
local power politics, stemming from
historical tendencies, had a prima-
ry role as pointed out in an earlier
piece of mine. One cannot deny that
Khan’s popularity has skyrocket-
ed to unprecedented levels, which
were previously witnessed during
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s era. Tapping
into populism and religion, having
concise public messaging, and a tat-
tered economic outlook with a set of
opponents whose politics is marred
by tainted history has come down as
a blessing for Khan and his allies.

Sections of the primary ruling party,
in frustration, are implying a defeat-
ist attitude which brings us to the
key point: Are general elections on
cards soon? Some say they’ll be held
in due course’ while others think
they’re just ‘around the corner’ giv-
en Khan'’s intention to surround the
capital in a matter of weeks subject
to an election date announcement.
Nevertheless, if he does return to
power, what kind of direction would
Pakistan’s foreign policy take? Khan
often boasts about an ‘independent’
foreign policy but what exactly does
it entail? Islamabad’s balancing of
its relations with Western and East-
ern allies has remained a key hall-
mark in diplomacy. Khan gradually
adopted a tone that damaged rela-
tions with the West and some Mid-
dle Eastern powers while diplomats
were forced to step in for firefight-
ing purposes. Of course, the United
States (under the Democrats), was

also not too keen to maintain cor-
dial ties with Khan owing to several
underlying factors pertaining to re-
gional security. This itself remained
a key cause of frostiness on both
sides. On the ground, the way Khan
(in opposition) has tapped into an-
ti-Americanism, the public is wary of
America’s role. This sort of rhetoric
by Khan and his party is unfruitful
and they need to realise sooner than
later if willing to have stable ties
with Washington in the future. Ap-
parently, some lobbying channels
are open between his party and DC’s
Beltway which should steer towards
a positive trajectory. Although Presi-
dent Biden’s recent ‘out of the blue’
remarks on the country’s nuclear
weapons and ‘cohesion’ were played
down by the State Department after
the summoning of the US Ambassa-
dor Donald Blome and issuance of a
strong démarche by Islamabad, this
kind of statements from the US side
is exactly the reason for mistrust to
sustain in Islamabad regardless of
who’s in power. Foreign Minister Bil-
awal Bhutto Zardari may be from the
millennial generation but his role in
repairing ties with the West is note-
worthy. His focus on trade-oriented
ties with Washington via several in-
teractions with Secretary of State
Antony Blinken is a commendable
step. Ties with other key Western
capitals such as Paris are back on
track as well under the foreign min-
ister’s watch with outgoing Foreign
Office Spokesperson Asim Iftikhar
Ahmed designated as the new am-
bassador after the post fell vacant in
the summer of 2020.

Courtesy Daily Times
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The brewing crisis in education

The state-run school in the subur-
ban Australian town where I was at-
tending a yearlong training course
had asked parents of aspiring stu-
dents, especially the international
students, to meet the teaching staff.
Our concerns were addressed and
queries answered. The school had
no uniform; however, kids were en-
couraged to wear a loose track-suit
that could be acquired new or sec-
ond-hand from the local store. All
three kids were to pay an annual
fee of fifty Australian dollars. Kids
were not required to buy textbooks,
notebooks and other items, as these
were school-supplied. They were
not given any home work. Teacher
would explain the lesson using one
set of textbooks, kept in his/her cus-
tody, on the white board. Students
would thereafter do their exercise
on loose sheets of paper, which
would subsequently be filed in their
respective subject folders, and left
in their lockers. Each class would
have a games’ period. Small kids
were expected to play in the sand,
kept purposefully in the school
yard. I tried adopting the above
model while commanding the Hy-
derabad Division in the Army-run
school in Badin for one year; and
in spite of parents’ initial reserva-
tions, the results were good. Kids
unencumbered with heavier school
bags, stressful school routine, tiring
homework and a daunting learning
environment did well comparative-
ly. The same was suggested to the
KP government, but generally such
suggestions hit at privileges, vested
interests and never see the light of
the day for ‘other’ reasons. One is
aghast at seeing the school kids of
these times. The little souls have
no time to play. Over-ambitious
school syllabi, teachers with most-
ly perfunctory skills and interests,
and the consequent compulsion
of attending the evening ‘tuition
academies’ have literally made life
miserable for children all across the
country. In one of the biggest rack-
ets of our times, the same teach-
ers who would not satiate a kid’s
knowledge curiosity in the class-
room would be more diligent in
these tuition academies. Kids run
in between rigorous school routine
and longer commute to the evening
academies; and hardly have time to
play or enjoy themselves. On week-
ends, these exhausted souls over-
sleep, get on with their cell phones
or prepare a project. Over-ambi-
tious parents, mostly compensating
for their own failures in life, over-

Pakistan will attend the UN Climate
Conference (COP27) at Sharm
El Sheikh (November 6-18) in a
highly visible manner. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif will co- chair,
along with the Egyptian President
and Norwegian Prime Minister, the
deliberations of heads of state and
government on key climate-related
issues at the high-level segment of
the conference.

Equally important is Pakistan’s po-
sition as current chair and spokes-
person of G77 and China, the larg-
est group of developing countries
numbering more than 135 belong-
ing to different regions. Pakistan’s
record as chair of G77 and China
on two previous occasions has been
stellar. A handful of Pakistani diplo-

Use wisely

We live in an era where smart-
phones seem to be much more
precious than people’s lives. In this
era of technological advancement,
humanity is gradually losing its es-
sence of productivity and creativi-

Public transport

Islamabad is the capital of Paki-
stan, and the city is deprived of a
comfortable public transportation
system. Public wagons are in a di-
lapidate condition; their seats are
uncomfortable and it is torture

Follow us @ 0 O ©

— By Inam Ul Haque

burden kids with academic rigours.
They would demand flawless ac-
ademic performance, perpetually
pester kids for more marks, and en-
courage them to compete headlong
in a vicious pseudo-academic envi-
ronment. The emphasis has shifted
to getting more marks, rather than
getting educated. Schools and tui-
tion academies are all excessively
commercialised and geared to max-
imise their profits in an unholy alli-
ance with the relevant industry and
official mafias. Where is this obses-
sion with more marks taking us?
Anybody’s guess. A recent interac-
tion with some instructors at one
of the Military academies revealed
that our youngsters have weaker
bones. If the tougher physical stan-
dards required of the Military are
so inadequate, one can conjecture
the overall physical standards of
our society. Kids’ over-indulgence
in social media has hit the remain-
ing nails in the gloom-box of con-
temporary education. Although one
can still see some outdoor sports in
rural Pakistan between late-after-
noon and evening; cities are mostly
dead zones due to lack of adequate
facilities. Plato, in his famous ‘The-
ory of Education’, considers educa-
tion a means to achieve individual
and social justice. He considers
that individual justice can be at-
tained once individuals nurture
their abilities fully. Justice to him is
akin to excellence, which is virtue.
Plato groups knowledge develop-
ment into three tiers: self-knowl-
edge, knowledge of one’s job, and
knowledge about ‘the Idea of the
Good’. According to Plato, the main
function of education is ‘not to put
knowledge into the soul’, but to ex-
ploit the latent individual and group
talents by correctly directing these
towards right objects. He advocates
equal educational opportunities as
basis of social justice and does not
support commercialisation of edu-
cation. The great sage ‘was against
the practice of buying knowledge’,
which he considered a ‘heinous
crime’. In elementary education,
emphasising grooming of children
in healthy environment, implanting
‘truth and goodness’, Plato initial-
ly recommends teaching literature
(mostly story-telling), and poetry.
His second suggestion is music,
and third arts. Following a 10-year
phasing, he emphasises physical
education mostly for the first 10
years, implying a gymnasium and a
playground in each school. Exam-
ination at age 20 was to filter those

Pakistan at COP27

— By Shafgat Kakakhel

mats, led by the legendary Jamshed
Marker, successfully navigated the
complex negotiations in the run-
up to the UN Conference on En-
vironment and Development, aka
the Earth Summit, held in Rio in
June 1992, ensuring the adoption
of the UN Climate Convention. At
COP13 held in Bali (Indonesia) in
2007, Ambassador Munir Akram,
then, as now, chairing the G77 and
China, salvaged the conference by
securing at the last-minute con-
sensus on compromise wording
on the vexed question of carbon
reduction obligation of developing
countries demanded by developed
countries. The compromise made
carbon reduction commitments of
developing countries contingent on

Letters to the Editor

ty. Hours are wasted on mindless
scrolling. We need to realize why
such technology was introduced.
The idea was to connect people
with a sea of knowledge and infor-
mation.

But we are unfortunately stuck in

to sit on them for short journeys.
These vehicles are unfit and should
not be used as public transport.

There are some allegations of wrong-
doings in the relevant department
which issues licences for unfit vehi-
cles. It is time the higher authorities
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continuing education from those
forming part of workforce . Those
passing were to continue education
for another 10 years, studying apart
from body and mind, subjects like
mathematics, astronomy, geome-
try and dialectics. He also recom-
mends history, science and moral
education. Plato believed knowl-
edge acquired under compulsion
is transitory. Exam at the age of
30, much harder, served as elim-
ination test. Elimination at each
stage filled occupational ranks.
Qualified students were to receive
another 5-year advanced education
in dialectics. Those passing had to
study another 15 years for practical
experience in dialectics. And at the
mature age of 50, those qualifying
were to be entrusted with the ulti-
mate task of governance.

The above discourse identifies two
correctable errors in our educa-
tional philosophy — the neglect
of education’s true purpose i.e.
individual and societal improve-
ment through excellence; and our
obsession with form and format
through misplaced diligence that
takes fun out of the whole pro-
cess, contributing to weak bodies
and weaker minds. West generally
validates the consequences of new
social normals much before us. So,
a recent study (Richard V Reeves’s
new book, Of Boys and Men) finds
‘men are struggling’, in the US and
worldwide. They are struggling in
the classroom. They are struggling
in the workplace (around 10 million
American men are out of labour
force). Men are also struggling
physically, as close to 75% cases
in the ‘deaths of despair’ category
(suicide, drug overdoses, etc) are
men. Over-competition is respon-
sible for student-suicides in Korea
and Japan before the yearly entry
level exams.

It is about time the whole gamut
of education and social upbringing
was looked into. Pressure needs to
be taken off our kids allowing them
more leisure time. Competition be
weaned away from obsession with
marks and jobs, towards social har-
mony, maturity and perfection. Syl-
labi need to orient towards individ-
ual and group well-being. Imparting
education should come back to its
noble moorings of knowledge dis-
semination and grooming of the
soul, rather than greed and mon-
ey-making. The system needs an
urgent reboot — now.

Courtesy The Express Tribune

the quantum of financial and ca-
pacity-building support received by
them from the developed countries
thereby reconciling the interests of
both categories of countries.

The challenges facing the Sharm El
Sheikh climate conference are dire.
Global carbon emissions and de-
forestation, the two main drivers
of climate change, have never been
higher. The world’s temperature
has already increased by more than
1.1 degrees Celsius and climate ex-
perts say that in a business as usual
scenario it is likely to touch 1.5 C
within a few years, the guardrail set
in the Paris Agreement before the
planet becomes too hot for humans
and other species!

Courtesy The News

reels and clickbaits, resulting in an
endless waste of time and energy.
People need to get themselves out
of this abyss.

— Ahmad Sardar
Gujranwala

looked into these allegations. Such
bus owners are also guilty of over-
stuffing their vehicles and overcharg-
ing fares is common.

— Shakir H Shamim
Islamabad
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President for accelerating efforts to improve Pak-Japan relations

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
on Friday stressed the need to accel-
erate efforts to further improve the
existing bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Japan, particularly fo-
cusing on economic, business ties
and human resource development
initiatives. The president said these
remarks while talking to Pakistan’s
Ambassador-designate to Japan,
Raza Bashir Tarar, who called on
him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. The president
appreciated Japan’s continuous sup-
port to Pakistan on the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF) platform and

ask the envoy to convey his grati-
tude to the Government of Japan for
its decision to suspend debt repay-
ments due from Pakistan under the
Debt Service Suspension Initiative.
He said that bilateral trade between
the two countries stood at around
US$ 2.56 billion, which needed to
be improved with a greater focus
on exports of Pakistani goods and
products to Japan. While appreciat-
ing the development cooperation of
the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) with Pakistan, he
directed the Ambassador-designate

Pak to participate film festival of Turkiye: Marriyu

ISTANBUL: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Marriyum Au-
rangzeb announced on Friday that
Pakistan would participate in the
upcoming film festival of Turkiye to
showcase its best talent in the film in-
dustry. She made the announcement
in a meeting with a delegation of the
Turkish film industry. The minister
was informed that the date of the
film festival would be decided in a
meeting being held next week in Tur-
kiye in that regard. Marriyum said
three new Pakistani movies could be
screened at the film festival. During
the meeting, both sides agreed to
promote bilateral cooperation in the
drama and film industry, and setting

-

. - "

up a film processing lab in Pakistan
on modern lines. The Turkish film
industry representatives said the
best companies of the Netherlands
and France based in their country
could provide technical support in
establishing the film processing lab
in Pakistan. (APP)

KS-relief extends relief to flood victims

ISLAMABAD: The King Salman Hu-
manitarian Aid and Relief Center (KS-
relief) continued its relief activities in
Pakistan and distributed relief goods
in flood-hit areas. To help the affect-
ed people cope with the devastation,
Saudi Arabia’s KSrelief has been busy
providing emergency relief assistance
in the flood-hit areas of Pakistan. KS-
relief extends different land opera-
tions, including the provision and dis-
tribution of (50,000 Food Packages),
(50,000 Mosquito Nets) and (5,000
Tents). These items were procured
from Pakistan for humanitarian distri-
bution in flood-affected areas across

Pakistan to meet the basic needs of
the affected people in those areas, said
a press release issued by Saudi Arabia
Embassy on Friday. These 50,000-
food packages comprise all necessary
essential food items, each package
weighing 62 kg, 40 kg of flour, 5 Li-
ters of cooking oil, 5 kg of Sugar, 5 kg
of Rice, 5 kg of yellow split pea (Daal
Chana), 2 kg of dates and a packet of
energy biscuits for children]. These
food packages are sufficient for the
family for a whole month. The distri-
bution process of these packages is in
full swing and will complete soon, it
added. (APP)

NA passes resolution; demanding commission
into blatant human right violations in lIOJK

ISLAMABAD: The National As-
sembly Friday passed a resolution
unanimously to demand the forma-
tion of a Commission of Inquiry for
investigation into blatant human
rights violations in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. The
resolution moved by Maulana Abdul
Akbar Chitrali strongly denounced
Indian state terrorism and violation
of international laws and human

rights in the IIOJK. The resolution
also rejected Indian illegal steps in
IIOJK. Expressing solidarity with
the Kashmiri brothers and sisters,
the resolution reaffirmed Pakistan’s
moral, political and diplomatic sup-
port to the Kashmiri people in their
legitimate struggle for the right to
self-determination enshrined in the
United Nations Security Council
Resolutions. (APP)

French ambassador visits CUI
to bolster academic exchanges

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador  of
France to Pakistan Nicholas Galey
in meeting with the Rector COM-
SATS University Islamabad Prof.
Dr. Muhammad T. Afzal held here
Friday explored possibilities of bol-
stering exchange between the CUI
and universities in France as well
as strengthening the engagements
with the French Embassy. The am-
bassador was accompanied by the
French Counsellor for Cultural Af-
fairs, Mounir Slimani and French
Scientific and Higher Education
Attach Sabine Vermillard during his

visit to CUL It is worth mentioning
that this was the maiden visit of
the incumbent French Ambassa-
dor to any university in Pakistan.
Prof. Afzal along with officials, stu-
dents and French alumni working
at CUI welcomed the Ambassador
on campus. Nicholas Galey was
apprised about the engagements of
COMSATS University with French
universities including University of
Nice, Sophia Antipolis, University of
Cote d’Azur, school of Engineering
and Chamber of Commerce in Paris.
(APP)

[HC seeks details of FIRs against PTI lawmakers

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High
Court IHC) on Friday sought de-
tails of all FIRs registered across the
country against PTI’s MNAs includ-
ing Chaudhry Fawad Hussain with
regard to Saudi Arabia incident.
Chief Justice Athar Minallah heard
the case regarding the above matter.
PTI’s lawyer Faisal Chaudhry Advo-
cate adopted the stance that any ar-
rested member of Parliament would
have permission to attend the as-
sembly session. Sher Afzal Murawat
Advocate said that no Parliamentar-
ian could be arrested without the
permission of the Speaker National
Assembly.

The Chief Justice remarked that
these are very appropriate rules.
After the amendments in the rules
now no constituency would be left
without the representation in the
House, he said. The court said that it

was expecting that the rules would
be implemented in letter and spirit.
The Chief Justice inquired that how
the Federal government could stop
the practice of registration of cases
on political grounds.

Justice Athar Minallah observed
that allegations of disrespecting
religion were leveled against Mir
Shakil ur Rehman and cases were
also registered against him. Similar-
ly, how many cases were registered
against MNA Ali Wazir, he asked
and remarked that the Parliamen-
tarians should raise voice against
this practice.

The Chief Justice inquired from
the Secretary Interior that why the
details of FIRs against lawmakers
couldn’t be produced yet. He re-
marked that the petitioners were
MNAs until acceptance of their res-
ignations. (APP)
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to make efforts to take the bilater-
al relationship to a new and higher
level of cooperation. He said that
the avenues should be explored for
creating cooperation between Japa-
nese educational institutions and in-
dustry for the provision of services
of Pakistani IT human resources on-
line to Japan and seeking Japanese
assistance for online training to our
human resources in the fields of IT,
digital technologies, artificial intel-
ligence and other skills, which are
needed by the industrial sector of
Japan. (APP)

Swati’s post arrest
bail approved

ISLAMABAD: An Islamabad court
on Friday approved the post-arrest
bail of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Senator Azam Swati who was
arrested for tweeting against the
army chief and state institutions.
Special Judge Central Raja Asif an-
nounced the verdict that the court
had reserved on Thursday. The
bail has been approved against the
surety bond worth Rsl million. The
senator has also been ordered to
surrender his passport. During the
hearing on Thursday, the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) prosecutor
raised an objection to the jurisdic-
tion of the court in the case. He said
the case must be moved to a sessions
court from the special court. The
prosecutor said that the PTI senator
leveled allegations against the army
chief on the acquittal of suspects,
adding that the army chief was not
linked with the case in any way. He
said that the suspect stated against
the army chief and institutions on
a public platform. The defendant’s
lawyer Babar Awan argued that
Swati used his constitutional right
to freedom of expression. He asked
if Swati’s statement incited mutiny
in the armed forces. (APP)

PNCA to hold
puppet show in Isb

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National
Council of Arts (PNCA) will organ-
ise a ‘Puppet Show’ featuring folk
dances, stories and skits for chil-
dren on Saturday at 4 p.m. at gallery
12, PNCA. The purpose of show was
to create awareness among commu-
nity regarding rights and responsi-
bilities of children and parents, help
and support poor children and their
families by providing equal opportu-
nities for quality education of girls
and boys, PNCA spokesman told
APP. He said the show was aimed at
highlighting the importance of pro-
vision of nutrition, clean water and
clean environment for the healthy
growth of children. Likewise, it also
aimed at educating children on the
danger of drugs, and how parents
could protect their children from
falling prey to such evil temptations.
The shows were important for cre-
ating awareness among children on
how they could protect themselves
from sexual and physical abuse, and
laborious work, he added. Such pub-
lic messages, he said, would be pre-
sented through the stories of ‘Mee-
na Ki Kahani’ (Meena’s story) and
“Roshan Mustaqgbil.” ‘Meena ki Ka-
hani’ is a story of a village child girl
who despite her desire to acquire
education and go to school like her
brother was denied so. Somehow, at
a later stage her parents realize im-
portance of education for girls and
allow her go to school. (APP)

11 accused arrested by
district city police

KARACHTI: District City Police Kara-
chi arrested seven wanted drug deal-
ers and four motorcycle lifters while
conducting various operations here.
Over three kilograms of hashish, and
two allegedly stolen motorcycles were
recovered from the accused, said a
police spokesperson on Friday. The al-
leged drug dealers were arrested from
the limits of Kharadar, Kalakot, Na-
pier, Chakiwara and Methadar while
motorcycle lifters were from the area
police station Kalakot. The accused
are identified as Zafar Ali, Kashif, Ali
Ahmed, Muhammad Arshad, Shafig-
ur-Rehman, Abdul Hameed, Mubash-
er, Saeed-ur-Rehman, Anwar Hayat,
Naz and Abdul Wahab. (APP)
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PDM hails ECP decision disqualifying Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD: The political lead-
ers from ruling coalition Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM) while
hailing Election Commission of Pa-
kistan‘'s (ECP) decision in Tosha
Khana case disqualifying former
Prime Minister Imran Khan Friday
said that former prime minister had
initiated politics of disqualification
and allegations and himself was
proved guilty of theft.

Talking to media persons after an-
nouncement of judgment in front
of ECP, Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) leader Barrister
Mohsin Shahnawaz Ranjha said
Khan had initiated politics of al-

legations and now was himself a
proven thief resulting in disqualifi-
cation from politics and still would
have to be accountable for 2018
onward filled returns before ECP.
The PML-N leader further said that
Imran Khan was declared guilty of
corrupt practices because he had
sold gifts he acquired for pennies
from Tosha Khana and made the
nation fool by labeling allegations
of corruption against his opponents.
Speaking on the occasion, Jamiat-e-
Ulema (F) leader, Maulana Salahud-
din Ayubi said that today was a day
of happiness for Pakistan and its
people. (APP)

PTI rejects Imran’s disqualification

ISLAMABAD: After the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) an-
nounced the disqualification of for-
mer Prime Minister Imran Khan, the
leadership of his party Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) has rejected the
verdict and said that the people of
Pakistan are with Imran Khan. While
talking to media, PTI leader Shah
Mehmood Qureshi said, “Today we
all say that we do not accept the
minus one” decision. Qureshi add-
ed that people of Pakistan are with
Imran Khan as the masses had re-
jected the current rulers on July 17.
He said that the rulers are mistaken

that if they can run the democracy
with the PTI Chairman. Former In-
formation Minister Fawad Chaudhry
said that this is a wrong decision,
ECP cannot de-seat Imran Khan. PTI
leader Asad Umar said that the party
will take this to the High Court and
this verdict will not even stand for a
few hours. While Shahbaz Gill add-
ed that this verdict has been written
by Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) supremo Nawaz Sharif. He
said that this verdict has been signed
by the “personal servant” of Nawaz
Sharif and people reject this verdict.
(APP)

Caught red handed
Bilawal calls out Imran Khan after ECP verdict

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty (PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari while reacting on the verdict
of Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) against Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman and former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, said that Imran
Khan has been caught red handed.
Taking to Twitter, Foreign Minister
Bilawal said, “Election commission
of Pakistan has found Imran Khan

guilty of corrupt practices. He now
stands disqualified.” While calling out
the PTI Chairman, he added, “He who
would spread lies about alleged cor-
ruption of his political opponents has
been caught red handed.” Earlier, a
four-member bench headed by Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Sikan-
dar Sultan Raja announced the unani-
mous decision, in which the PTI chair-
man has been disqualified. (APP)

ECP decision reflect Imran Khan pushed
country to verge of bankruptcy: Wasay

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Housing
and Works Maulana Abdul Wasay
Friday said that today’s decision of
the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) had proved that Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chief Imran Khan
played a major role in pushing the
country to the verge of bankruptcy.
Talking to the media persons here, he
termed Imran Khan as Pakistan’s first
certified liar and thief, who was dis-

qualified by the ECP with irrefutable
evidence of theft. The minister said
Imran Khan and his wife (Bushra Bibi)
looted the national exchequer during
the last four years. Abdul Wasay said
that it was the big theft from the Tosha
Khana and the punishment should not
end only with disqualification. The PTI
chief should be arrested and brought
before the law and the looted money
should be recovered, he added. (APP)

Maryam welcomes ECP verdict

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) Vice Presi-
dent Maryam Nawaz on Friday hailed
the verdict of Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) against Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan Niazi in the “Tosha Khana” ref-
erence. Maryam Nawaz, speaking to
media persons outside her residence
in London, said Imran Khan had
been leveling baseless allegations
against his political opponents and

today he himself was disqualified on
the charges of corruption and theft
for five years. Imran Khan, she said,
was Pakistan’s “first declared thief”
and criminal proceedings against
him should immediately be initiated
as directed by the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP). The proverb
‘as you sow, so shall you reap’ exactly
depicted the situation being faced by
Imran Khan today, Maryam added.
(APP)

DFC delegation calls on Khurram Dastgir

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of United
States’ International Development
Finance Corporation (DFC) headed
by Chief Climate Officer, Jake Levine
called on Minister for Power Division
Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan here on
Friday. The minister apprised the
delegation about the solar projects of
the present government, said a press
release issued here. The future poli-
cy outlook is based on the plans that
all new electricity generation would
be based on indigenous resourc-
es, he remarked. He said the policy

aimed to reduce the import of fuel
and conservation of energy. The del-
egation appreciated the solar policy
and declared it a win-win for climate
considerations and soaring energy
prices. The DFC will continue its
engagement with Pakistan in renew-
able energy sector. Naz El-Khatib,
deputy chief of staff policy was also
part of the delegation. DFC has an
investment portfolio of $ 450 million
in Pakistan. A considerable portion
of the investment is being made in
renewables energy. (APP)

Paradigm shift at policy level required
to ensure national food security: Speakers

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a collab-
orative one-day seminar on “Water
Scarcity, a Non-Conventional Se-
curity Threat” said that a paradigm
shift at policy level is need of the
time to ensure national food securi-
ty through water security. The sem-
inar was arranged by Islamabad
Policy Research Institute (IPRI) and
Pakistan Council of Research in Wa-
ter Resources (PCRWR) here. The
objective of the seminar was to dis-
cuss and chalk out some strategy for

thekhybermail

sustainable water resource manage-
ment in Pakistan. About 40 water
professionals, experts, academicians
and policy makers from various Fed-
eral and provincial stakeholder orga-
nizations participated in the event.
In his opening remarks, Chairman,
PCRWR Dr. Muhammad Ashraf
briefed about water resources situa-
tion in Pakistan. He emphasized that
water security is directly connected
with food security as well as with na-
tional security. (APP)
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Fazal congratulates nation on closure of Imran Khan's political chapter

ISLAMABAD: Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam (JUI-F) Chief Maulana Fazal-
ur-Rehman Friday congratulated
the nation on the closure of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chief
Imran Khan’s political chapter as
he had been disqualified on the
charges of misdeclaration in the
Toshakhana case by the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP).
Talking to media persons after the
ECP’s verdict against the PTI chief,
he observed Imran Khan was an

unnecessary element of the coun-
try’s politics and he was installed in
the politics by the external forces.
He said Imran Khan was not a re-
liable person as he kept on chang-
ing his statements time and again.
“Imran Khan calls other people
thieves but he himself has looted
money from all over the world in-
cluding America, Israel, and India.
Today, his theft has been captured
and Pakistan will get rid of such
elements in the future,” he added.

Superintendent central jail Haripur organizes
weekly parade to resolve the issues of inmates

HARIPUR: Superintendent Central
Jail Haripur (CJH) Umair Khan on
Friday organized a weekly parade
to listen the grievances of the jail
inmates and assured them to solve
their issues as soon as possible.
Most of the problems presented by
the prisoners were related to their
transfer to the jails of their na-
tive areas for which the necessary
transfer roll would be sent to the
Inspectorate Peshawar. Apart from
this, the medical problems were

registered by the medical staff while
the rest of the issues and overall
condition were found satisfactory.
Umair Khan said all the resources
were being utilized for the welfare
of the prisoners and to make the
inmates a useful citizens after their
release, all possible steps would be
taken to solve their problems. On
the occasion, Assistant Superinten-
dent Muqaddis Khan Jadoon, Waqas
Khan, Line Officer Saud Khan and
other staff were also present. (APP)

Senate contributes Rs 17.95m to PM’s flood fund

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani called on
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mu-
hammad Shahbaz Sharif on Friday
at Prime Minister’s Office. Chairman
Senate handed over a cheque amount-
ing to Rs. 11 million as a contribution
towards Prime Ministers Flood Relief
Fund, 2022. In addition to 11 million,
Chairman and Deputy Chairman Sen-

ate contributed two months’ salary
and the staff of the Senate Secretariat
contributed two and three days’ sal-
ary which turns to an amount of Rs.
6.95 million and already contributed
to Prime Ministers Flood Relief Fund,
2022 through AGPR, said a press re-
leaseThe aggregate contribution from
the Senate of Pakistan, thus, amounts
to Rs. 17.95 million. (APP)

Ceremony held to pay tributes to polio workers

QUETTA: A ceremony in connection
with the World Polio Day was held
at Balochistan University of Infor-
mation Technology Engineering and
Management Sciences on Friday to
pay tributes to the polio heroes of
the province. Chief Secretary Baloch-
istan Abdul Aziz Ageeli was the chief
guest of the event while Coordinator
of Emergency Operation Center Ba-
lochistan Syed Zaid Shah, DG Health
Dr. Noor Qazi, MPA Nasrullah Zairay,
EPI Coordinator Dr. Akhtar Buledi,
Maulana Anwar Haqqgani, R. Dr. At-

ta-ul-Rehman, civil society represen-
tatives, scholars and journalists were
also present. Chief Secretary Baloch-
istan Abdul Aziz Ageeli while address-
ing the gathering said that the time to
rid the country of polio virus was near
and the day was not far when Paki-
stan would join the polio-free coun-
tries. “Unfortunately, poliovirus still
exists in Pakistan and Afghanistan,”
he said adding that polio workers in
the entire country, including Baloch-
istan, had made sacrifices and their
services were commendable. (APP)

PTI MNA, his guard along with weapon
arrested from red zone

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saaf (PTI) MNA Saleh Muhammad
Khan and his guard were arrested in
Islamabad on Friday after the guard
reportedly fired a shot outside the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). Tense scenes were witnessed
outside the ECP building after the
electoral watchdog disqualified PTI
chairman and former prime minister
Imran Khan as it announced its ver-
dict in the Toshakhana (gift deposito-
ry) reference. As soon as the verdict
was announced, PTI supporters and
party workers began protesting over
the decision and workers present out-

side the ECP office shouted slogans in
support of Imran Khan. Islamabad po-
lice reportedly detained firearms from
a Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa policeman
who was later reported to be the guard
of PTI MNA Saleh. As the weapon
was being recovered a shot was fired.
The capital police claims the shot was
fired by the K-P policeman who was
arrested. The police later also arrest-
ed MNA Saleh. Minister for Interior
Rana Sanaullah said that the person-
nel of law enforcement agencies could
not come into Red Zone with weapons
and this matter was being investigat-
ed. (APP)

Court indicts accused in transgender acid attack case

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court
(ATC) on Friday indicted two ac-
cused in transgender acid attack
case. ATC Judge Abher Gul Khan
conducted the case proceedings,
wherein the police produced the
accused - Hamza Saleem and So-
hail - amid strict security. The court
framed charges against the accused.
However, the accused pleaded ‘not
guilty’ and opted to contest the trial.

The court directed the prosecution
to produce its witnesses on the next
date of hearing and adjourned the
matter till Nov 12. The Racecourse
police had filed a challan against
the accused, wherein they were de-
clared guilty of throwing acid on a
transgender. The victim was waiting
for a rickshaw near Basti Sayadan
Shah when the accused threw acid
on her face and fled. (APP)

FUUAST organizes seminar on World Food Day

KARACHI: Federal urdu Univer-
sity of Arts, Science and Tech-
nology (FUUAST) Department of
Chemistry organized a seminar on
food quality, safety and research
and development on the occasion
of “World Food Day”. Acting Vice
Chancellor FUUAST Professor Dr.
Muhammad Ziauddin participated
in the seminar, said a statement
on Friday. On this occasion, Acting
Registrar of FUUAST, Professor
Dr. Zareena Ali told the students
that excessive use of pesticides in
plants is polluting our daily food.
She said that the students should
improve their academic standards
with honesty and punctuality in

practical life. Head of the Chemis-
try Department Prof. Dr. Abdul Ma-
jeed said that the chemicals used to
preserve food are becoming harm-
ful to health day by day. Speaker
Azeem Dilawar informed the stu-
dents about the preservation of
food grains and its quality control
while Dr. Saharish Zuberi shared
details with the students regard-
ing the testing of food grains and
its method. In addition to FUUAST,
the students of Sindh Madras-
sa-tul-Islam and Dr. Hashim Zuberi
participated in the seminar. At the
end of the ceremony, certificates
and bouquets were presented to
the guests. (APP)
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Fazal categorically warned the ele-
ments backing Imran Khan in a bid
to create anarchy in the country to
be dealt with an iron hand. He pro-
posed that the PTI workers should
not create hurdles for the people
adding that the JUI-F had carried
out many a millions march, but did
not disturb the social and commer-
cial life of the people. He said the
reaction, shown on the disqualifi-
cation of Imran Khan by his unruly
party workers. (APP)

AL to hold
literature conference

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Academy of
Letters (PAL) has planned to orga-
nize a 3-day conference of Kid’s lit-
erature from October 31 here at its
academy’s hall, said Doctor Sadia
Kamal, a member. The conference
titled as “Bachu ka Adab, Mazi, Hal
aur Mustagbil” (Kid’s literature in
the contest of past, present and fu-
ture), will be attended by eminent
writers and scholars from all over
the country, she added. (APP)

Vote awareness program
held in Nawabshah

HYDERABAD: In order to create
awareness among girls and boys
students about the importance and
entry of votes, Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan conducts awareness
programs at different educational
institutions throughout the country.
In this regard District Election Com-
missioner Shaheed Benazirabad or-
ganized an awareness programme
about importance of vote and its en-
try at Government Boys High School
Landhi. Addressing the participants,
District Election Commissioner Per-
vez Ahmed Kalwar said that such
awareness programs for girl and
boys students were being organized
on the directives of Election Com-
mission of Pakistan. He said that
the objective of the program was
to provide information to general
public about the entry of vote, any
alteration or correction. He said for
the purpose a ‘One Window Service
Center’ was established at the office
of District Election Commissioner.
He said that citizens can ensure the
entry of family vote and any changes
in permanent of present address on
National Identity Card. (APP)

IGP directs not to
allow roads closure

LAHORE: Inspector General Police
Punjab Faisal Shahkar on Friday
directed the RPOs and DPOs not to
allow bloackage of roads in various
cities across the province. IG Pun-
jab while issuing the directive said
that special measures should be tak-
en to save people traveling on the
main highways, especially families,
while the motorway and inter-dis-
trict roads should not be allowed to
be blocked for traffic, he added. IG
Punjab directed to take special mea-
sures to ensure the flow of traffic for
ambulances and roads adjacent to
hospitals. He emphasised upon field
police officers, Traffic Police and
Punjab Highway Patrol toarrange
special measures so that the citizens
do not face any problem. (APP)

Jashn-e-Multan today

MULTAN: Multan festival will be
started with colorful traditional
sports and cultural activities from
today Oct-22 (Saturday). All the
preparations have been complet-
ed at Government Servant Housing
Colony for Jashan-e- Multan event.
Cleanliness of all the routes leading
to the venue of Jashan-e- Multan
has been completed. Route from
Chungi No. 9, Busan Road, Syedan-
wala Bypass to Matti Tal Chowk and
route from Chowk Kumharnwala
to Jashan-e- Multan via MA Jinnah
Road have been decorated. Similarly,
route from Nishtar Chowk to Sewra
Chowk, Awan Chowk to Northern
Bypass has also been beautified.
Under the directions of CEO Mul-
tan Waste Management Company
Muhammad Farooq Dogar, special
cleanliness squad and workers from
other sectors of the city were active
to beautify the city. Sweeping, scrap-
ing and waste lifting work. (APP)
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Hina Khar discusses ties with French minister

PARIS: Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar met
here on Friday with Thierry Pflimlin,
President France-Pakistan business
Council and Franois Bitouzet, Man-
aging Director VivaTech. Khar deliv-
ered a talk at Paris school of Interna-
tional Affairs, Sciences Po University
and met a delegation of Association of
Grandes Ecoles and Campus France.
In her meeting with Thierry Pflim-
lin, who is also CEO TOTAL Global
Services, trade and economic rela-
tions between Pakistan and France
as well as investment opportunities

in Pakistan came under discussion.
During the meeting with Minister
of State Franois Bitouzet, they dis-
cussed developing linkages between
startup sectors of both the countries,
and participation of Pakistan in next
year’s Vivatech event. The talk to the
students of Paris School of Interna-
tional Affairs, Sciences Po University
was on the topic “Pakistan and the
Emerging World Order”, which was
followed by a Q&A session. She also
exchanged views with the faculty of
the university on education coopera-
tion. (APP)

AJK PM hails SDF assistance for development

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Jammu
and Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas Khan said that the
Central Development Working Par-
ty (CDWP) had approved mega de-
velopment projects worth billions
of rupees with assistance from the
Saudi Development Fund (SDF).
Addressing a press conference here
on Friday, the PM while giving de-
tails of the projects said that under
the SDF Rs. 11.2743 billion had been
earmarked for 48 MW Shounter hy-
dropower project, 6.614 billion for

22 MW Jagran IV hydropower proj-
ect, while 12 billion rupees had been
sanctioned for the construction of
3.7KM tunnel from Kamsar to Ka-
hori and 0.6 km long Chilpani tunnel
on Muzaffarabad-Athmugam Road.
These mega development projects,
he said, would prove to be significant
milestones in the region’s develop-
ment history. The provision of Saudi
funds at this difficult time, he said,
was no less than a breath of fresh
air for the people of Azad Kashmir.
(APP)

Ration bags distributed among 12,500 flood
affected families: Sharjeel

KARACHI: Sindh Information Minis-
ter Sharjeel Inam Memon on Friday
said that relief activities in flood af-
fected areas of the province were still
underway and ration bags were pro-
vided to 12,500 more families during
the last 24 hours. The minister in a
statement issued here said that 1,310
tents, 800 mosquito nets and 394
plastic tarpaulins were also distribut-
ed among the flood stricken families.
Giving district wise details of distri-
bution of ration bags he informed
that 2,000 families in district Jaco-

babad, 4,000 in Qamber Shahdad-
kot and Shaheed Benazirabad each,
1,500 in Naushehro Feroze and 250
families in district Umerkot received
ration bags during last 24 hours.
Sharjeel Memon said that since start
of relief operations in Sindh, a total of
1,879,095 ration bags, 628,786 tents,
542,830 plastic tarpaulins, 804,811
litres of mineral water and 182,023
cauldrons of cooked food besides
other necessary items had been pro-
vided to the flood affected population
across the province. (APP)

Annual Urs celebrations
of Hazrat Miran Hussan Zanjani begin

LAHORE: The 1014th three-day an-
nual urs celebrations of Hazrat Miran
Hussain Zanjani began at his Astana
here on Friday. Director General Re-
ligious Affairs Dr Tahir Raza Bokhari
inaugurated while performing tradi-
tional chadar on the grave. Auqaf of-
ficers, ulema Mashiekh and a large
number of devotees were present on
the occasion. They offered special

dua for the development, progress
and stability of the country. Auqaf de-
partment has allocated special grant
for the holding urs celebrations. Re-
nowned gawal and Naat Khawan
will recite religious poetry during
the urs days. Augaf department and
local police have made foolproof se-
curity arrangement for thesecurity of
the visitors. (APP)

Court adjourns hearing of
Rawalpindi Ring Road scam till Oct 28

LAHORE: An anti-corruption court
on Friday adjourned the hearing
of Rawalpindi Ring Road scam till
October 28. Anti-Corruption Court
Judge Mushtaq Elahi conducted
the case proceedings, wherein for-
mer commissioner of Rawalpindi
Capt (retd) Muhammad Mahmood
and two other accused appeared
and got their attendance marked.
Three witnesses appeared before
the court, during the proceedings,
and got recorded their statements
in the presence of defence coun-
sel, who also cross-examined them.
Subsequently, the court adjourned

further proceedings till October 28
and summoned more witnesses on
the next date of hearing. The court
had indicted the former commis-
sion and two others in the matter.
The ACE Punjab had registered a
case against the accused for their
alleged involvement in the ring road
scam after a detailed inquiry. It was
alleged that the accused were guilty
of corruption and they misuse their
authority. They illegally changed
the design of the project to add new
interchanges and the length of the
road was increased from 22 kms to
68 kms. (APP)

IUB to hold ‘Khawaja Farid’ conference on Oct 25

BAHAWALPUR: Islamia Univer-
sity Bahawalpur (IUB) will orga-
nize ‘Khawaja Farid’ conference on
October, 25 to aware the students
about the philosophy of the famous
Sufi poet and scholar to build their
character. Khawaja Ghulam Far-
id was a 19th century Sufi saint of
Bahawalpur region whose mystic
poems and religious teachings are
much revered internationally. The
University’s Khawaja Farid chair is
working for promoting his poetry

and philosophy and had conduct-
ed many gatherings so for to dis-
seminate his message to public at
large. The National level conference
will be attended by academia and
scholars from all over the country.
Dr. Sadia Kamal a senior journalist
and Ph.D on Khawaja Farid, said
that the conference would be ben-
eficial to highlight the philosophy
and message of the great Sufi poet
for establishing a peaceful society in
the country. (APP)

CPO holds 1st online open court

FAISALABAD: City Police Officer
(CPO) Omar Saeed Malik organized
first online open court here on Fri-
day to hear public complaints against
the police department. During court,
Ghulam Fatima complained that the
police was reluctant to lodge case
on her complaint. Therefore, the
CPO issued orders and immediately
got her case registered. Similarly, a
social activist Muhammad Ramzan
complained that there were rampant
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criminal activities in his locality and
nearby areas and a police post in the
area of Garh police station was re-
quired on urged basis. Therefore, the
CPO directed the SP Sadar to visit
area of Garh police station and sub-
mit a comprehensive report for es-
tablishment of police post to control
criminal activities completely. Mean-
while, the CPO also censured DSP
(Circle) Tandlianwala over delay in
the investigation of a case. (APP)
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ADB approves $1.5b for Pakistan
social protection, food security

ISLAMABAD: The Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) on Friday ap-
proved $1.5 billion in financing to
help the Government of Pakistan
provide social protection, promote
food security, and support employ-
ment for its people amid devastating
floods and global supply chain dis-
ruptions. The loan that is expected
to release by next week, is provid-
ed under ADB’s Building Resilience
with Active Countercyclical Expen-
ditures (BRACE) Program. The loan
would help fund the government’s
$2.3 billion countercyclical devel-
opment expenditure program de-
signed to cushion the impacts of ex-
ternal shocks, including the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, a press release
issued by the ADB said. Meanwhile
Minister for Finance and Revenue
Ishaq Dar said on his twitter han-

dle “AlhamdoLilah! Asian Develop-
ment Bank’s Board has approved
today BRACE facility of US Dollars
1.5 Billion for Pakistan. Agreement
signing and release of funds in the
week beginning Monday 24th Oct
2022”. “Pakistan’s recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic has been
impeded by external shocks,” said
ADB Director General for Central
and West Asia Yevgeniy Zhukov.
“Increasing business costs and ris-
ing living expenses are affecting
millions of Pakistanis, especially
the poor and vulnerable. ADB’s
program will help the government
manage the impacts of high prices,
increasing food insecurity, slowing
business activity, and reducing in-
come for vulnerable groups, many
of whom are also reeling from the
devastating floods.” (APP)

India fines Google US$162m
for abuse of Android platform

NEW DELHI: India’s competition
regulator on Thursday ordered Al-
phabet’s Google to change its ap-
proach to its Android platform and
fined the US tech company 13.38
billion rupees (US$161.95 million)
for anti-competitive practices. The
Competition Commission of India
(CCI) said Google leveraged its
dominant position in markets such
as online search and app store for
Android, to protect the position of
its apps like Chrome and YouTube
in mobile web browsers and online
video hosting. CCI also restricted
Google from certain revenue-shar-
ing agreements with smartphone
makers, noting that such practices
helped Google to secure exclusivity
for its search services “to the total
exclusion of competitors”. Google

declined to comment on the order.
“Markets should be allowed to com-
pete on merits and the onus is on
the dominant players (in the pres-
ent case, Google) that its conduct
does not impinge this competition
on merits,” CCI said in a statement.
The US company is facing a series
of antitrust cases and the tightening
of existing tech-sector regulations
in India. (Agencies)

UK shoppers cut their spending, government
borrows more than expected

LONDON: British shoppers reined
in their spending more sharply than
expected in September as they felt
the hit from rising prices, and a one-
off bank holiday to mark the funeral
of Queen Elizabeth also weighed on
retail sales figures for the month.
Separate official data showed Brit-
ain’s borrowing grew by more than
expected, underscoring the chal-
lenge facing new finance minister
Jeremy Hunt and whoever succeeds
Liz Truss as prime minister next
week. Sales volumes fell by 1.4%

from August - almost three times the
0.5% fall in a Reuters poll of econ-
omists. Over the three months to
September, sales were down 2.0%,
the biggest fall since the first three
months to September 2021. Sterling
fell against the US dollar after the
data was published, dropping from
just over $1.12 to as low at $1.175.
Consumers have been reining in
their spending with inflation hitting
10%, adding to the strains on the
economy which is expected to go
into recession soon. (Agencies)

Indonesia to strike green energy deal
with rich nations at G20 summit

KUALA LUMPUR: Indonesia is on
track to secure a clean energy part-
nership with rich countries when it
hosts a Group of Twenty major econ-
omies (G20) summit in November,
obtaining international funding to cut
its reliance on coal power and to im-
plement a green and fair transition,
energy analysts said. The multi-bil-
lion-dollar agreement is expected to
help Indonesia retire coal-fired plants
early and ramp up investment in re-
newables, backed by wealthy nations,
development and private banks, and
philanthropists. Fabby Tumiwa, head
of the Indonesia-based Institute for
Essential Services Reform, an energy
and environmental think tank, said

the deal would be unveiled at the Bali
gathering of leaders of the world’s
top 20 economies from Nov. 15-16. It
has the potential to be “a big win for
the presidency” of Indonesia’s Joko
Widodo, while serving as an example
to other G20 and coal-producing na-
tions that are planning a shift to clean-
er energy, such as India and China, he
added. At last year’s COP26 climate
summit, the United States, Britain,
France, Germany and the European
Union offered an $8.5-billion package
to help South Africa achieve a “just
energy transition” away from coal,
but progress has been slow due to dis-
agreements over the type of funding
and how to deploy it.(Agencies)

Dollar continues wmmng streak agamst PKR

KARACHI: The US dollar continues
to gain ground against the Pakistani
rupee on Friday after a recent ap-
preciation. According to details, the
local currency depreciated by 10
paisa against the greenback which
is being traded at Rs221.5. It may be
recalled that at the close of business
last week, the value of the dollar in-
creased marginally in the interbank
market and the dollar rose by 5 pai-

sa to close at Rs218.43 palsa while
in the open market it had risen by
Rs4 to close at Rs226. (Agencies)

Adidas shoes going unsold as demand weakens

BERLIN: Adidas AG warned that un-
sold goods are piling up as consumer
demand weakens across China and
western markets, prompting a fresh
profit warning from the sneaker mak-
er. The German company lowered
its forecast for this year’s operating
margin to 4% from 7%. Full-year rev-
enue will grow at a mid-single-digit
rather than mid to high-single-digit

rate, Adidas also said. The company’s
shares fell 6.6% in pre-market Frank-
furt trading and are down by more
than half this year. Shares of rival
Puma SE fell 5.2%. The warning ex-
tends a run of bad news from Adidas
as chief executive officer Kasper Ror-
sted prepares to step down in 2023
after a tumultuous six-year tenure.
(Agencies)
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Dubai Islamic Bank
sets up green financing
framework

DUBALI: Dubai Islamic Bank is plan-
ning to finance environmental and
social projects under a new Sustain-
able Finance Framework published
on Friday. The framework will al-
low the lender to issue green and
sustainability-linked Islamic bonds
and loans to fund projects in renew-
able energy, clean transport, green
buildings and wastewater manage-
ment as well as support job creation
and affordable housing, a statement
said. Investor demand for ESG-
linked financing has surged and in-
terest has picked up in the Gulf and
wider Middle East, with increasing
opportunities to invest in projects
linked to sustainability and energy
transition. The next two major cli-
mate change conferences, COP27
and COP28, will be held in Egypt
and the United Arab Emirates re-
spectively. Issuance of green bonds
also allows borrowers from the re-
gion to diversify their investor base.
(Agencies)

China iPhone production
‘normal’ despite Covid curbs

BEIJING: Taiwan’s Foxconn said on
Friday that production at its major
China iPhone factory remains nor-
mal despite ongoing Covid restric-
tions. The electronics manufacturer
said Covid curbs have had “little
impact” on business at its Zhengzou
plant, in China’s Henan province.
The Zhengzhou campus, which as-
sembles Apple Inc’s iPhone and
has about 300,000 workers, banned
all dining in the plant and required
workers to take their meals back to
their dormitories on Wednesday, a
notice posted on the factory’s offi-
cial WeChat account showed. The
new measures follow Zhengzhou’s
latest outbreak recording a total of
196 Covid cases since October 8,
and come as Foxconn’s factory is
ramping up production of the latest
iPhone 14 models. Apple did not im-
mediately respond to a Reuters re-
quest for comment. (Agencies)

Footwear exports
increase 27.07pc in Q1 FY23

ISLAMABAD: The footwear exports
witnessed an increase of 27.07 per-
cent during the first quarter of fis-
cal year (2022-23) as compared to
the exports of corresponding period
of the last year. Pakistan exported
footwear worth US $48.972 million
during July-September (2022-23)
against the exports of $38.540 mil-
lion during July-September (2021-
22), showing growth of 27.07 per-
cent, according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS). In terms
of quantity, the exports of footwear
also increased by 68.86 percent by
going up from 4,052 thousand pairs
to 6,842 thousand pairs, according
to the data. Among the footwear
products, the exports of leather
footwear rose by 28.68 percent as
it surged from $32.185 million last
year to $41.417 million during the
current year. The canvas footwear
exports of the country stood at $
0.250 million during the current
year against $ 0.023 million during
last year, showing an increase of
987.33 percent. (APP)

Asian fast-food giant
Jollibee eyes doubling
sales in 5 years

MANILA: Jollibee Foods aims to dou-
ble its business in the next five years
by aggressively growing in the US
and China, the company’s president
and CEO told Nikkei Asia, as the
Philippine fast-food group famous
for its Chickenjoy and Jolly Spaghet-
ti plots a post-pandemic expansion.
Ernesto Tanmantiong said in an in-
terview that one of Asia’s most fa-
mous restaurant chains planned to
have 10,000 branches in its network
by 2027 compared with close to 6,300
as of end-June. The plan would come
on top of further acquisitions that the
company might make, Tanmantiong
said. Over the past five years, Jol-
libee has taken over foreign chains
such as Smashburger and The Cof-
fee Bean and Tea Leaf in the US, and
the Milksha bubble tea brand in Tai-
wan. (Agencies)
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Oil falls as rate hike talk offsets fading
China demand hopes

LONDON: Oil slipped on Friday
and was heading for a second week-
ly decline as investors weighed the
impact of sharp interest rate rises
on energy consumption, offsetting
hopes of higher Chinese demand
and output cuts by OPEC and its
allies. To fight inflation, the US
Federal Reserve is trying to slow
the economy and will keep raising
its short-term rate target, Federal
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia Pres-
ident Patrick Harker said on Thurs-

day. Brent crude slipped $1.16, or
1.3%, to $91.22 a barrel by 0821
GMT. US West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude was down by 74 cents,
or 0.9%, to $83.77. “With several
key Fed members taking turns at
the hawk’s pulpit this week argu-
ing for even higher interest rates, it
blunted optimism from China’s re-
duced quarantine hopes,” Stephen
Innes, managing director at SPI
Asset Management said in a note.
(Agencies)

Pfizer expects to hike US Covid vaccine
price to $110-$130 per dose

NEW YORK: Pfizer Inc. expects to
roughly quadruple the price of its
COVID-19 vaccine to about $110 to
$130 per dose after the United States
government’s current purchase pro-
gram expires, Pfizer executive Ange-
la Lukin said on Thursday. Ms. Lukin
said she expects the vaccine — cur-
rently provided for free to all by the
government — will be made avail-
able at no cost to people who have
private insurance or government
paid insurance. Reuters earlier on
Thursday reported that Wall Street
was expecting such price hikes due
to weak demand for coronavirus

disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccines,
which meant vaccine makers would
need to hike prices to meet reve-
nue forecasts for 2023 and beyond.
The US government currently pays
around $30 per dose to Pfizer and
German partner BioNTech SE. In
2023, the market is expected to move
to private insurance after the US
public health emergency expires.
“We are confident that the US price
point of the COVID-19 vaccine re-
flects its overall cost effectiveness
and ensures the price will not be a
barrier for access for patients,” Ms.
Lukin said. (Agencies)

Azerbaijan,Moldova ink MoU on labor,
employment,social protection

BAKU: Azerbaijan and Moldova have
signed a memorandum of under-
standing on cooperation in the labor,
employment, and social protection
sectors, Azernews reports. The mem-
orandum was signed by Azerbaijani
Labour and Social Security Minister
Sahil Babayev and Moldovan Labour
and Social Protection Minister Mar-
cel Spatar. The document envisages
the implementation of preventive
measures to ensure safe and healthy
working conditions in the work-
place, improvement of control over
compliance with relevant legislation

and the requirements of labor legis-
lation in this field, employment and
social protection of the population,
organization of vocational training
for the unemployed and job seekers,
expanding employment opportuni-
ties for vulnerable groups, etc. Af-
ter the signing of the document, the
ministers expressed confidence that
the newly signed memorandum will
play an important role in the devel-
opment of cooperation between the
two countries in the labor, employ-
ment, and social protection sectors.
(Agencies)

CAA officials brief EASA for revival
of PIA flights to Europe

KARACHI: The Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA) officials briefed the
European Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) for the revival of Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA) flights
to Europe, ARY News reported, cit-
ing sources. EASA is responsible for
ensuring safety and environmental
protection in air transport in Eu-
rope. Sources say CAA officials had
an eight-hour-long online season
with the EASA officials in which
they answered the regulator’s que-
ries. The Civil Aviation Authority
officials briefed the EASA about
licensing, registration, oversight
and other departments. The Euro-
pean regulator will visit Pakistan if
it is satisfied with the arrangements
made by the CAA for the revival of
PIA flights to the region, the source
said. Read more: UK denies to lift
ban on PIA flights Earlier, the Unit-

o SAA

ed Kingdom (UK) refused to lift the
ban on Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) flights, expressing its
safety reservations to the country’s
Civil Aviation Authority. Sources
privy to the development said the
Air Safety Unit of the British De-
partment of Transport (DfT) had
written a letter to the CAA to con-
vey its concerns over the measures
it had taken for flight dependability.
The letter was received by CAA on
September 8, 2022. (Agencies)

Toyota to cut production target over chips issue

TOKYO: Japan’s Toyota Motor Corp
will likely lower its production target
for vehicles in this financial year due
to the scarcity of microchips, the car-
maker said on Friday. Toyota’s exist-
ing forecast is for 9.7 million vehicles
to be produced by March 2023, with
a revised figure to be released once
it has examined the impact on pro-
duction. Toyota has slashed its global
production target for the last finan-
cial year three times, from 9.3 mil-
lion in May 2021 to 8.5 million this

February, ultimately producing about
8.6 million vehicles. The automak-
er said it planned to turn out about
800,000 vehicles worldwide next
month, or about 100,000 short of the
average monthly production plan for
September to November released
on September 22. The firm will also
suspend 11 production lines at eight
domestic factories next month, af-
fecting the output of a wide variety of
vehicles including the Corolla, RAV4
and Yaris, it added. (Agencies)

Russian rouble firms towards 61 vs dollar
on tax payments support

MOSCOW: The rouble traded near
61 to the dollar on Friday and
strengthened against the euro and
yuan, supported by a favourable
month-end tax period as geopol-
itics continued to hold sway over
Russian markets. At 0753 GMT, the
rouble was 0.1% stronger against
the dollar at 61.31, having opened
at 61.1125, its strongest point since
Oct. 10. It had gained 0.6% to trade
at 60.22 versus the euro and firmed
0.5% against the yuan to 8.40, ear-
lier clipping a more than two-week
high. “The Russian currency contin-

thekhybermail

ues to consolidate on the back of the
tax period,” Veles Capital said in a
note. The rouble is buttressed by a
month-end tax period that usually
sees export-focused firms convert
foreign exchange revenues into rou-
bles to pay domestic tax liabilities.
The ever-present threat of more
Western sanctions over Moscow’s
actions in Ukraine continues to
hang over Russian markets, which
remain susceptible to wild bouts of
volatility. Investors are also looking
ahead to next week’s central bank
rate decision. (Agencies)
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Fury, Chisora to square off in trilogy

LONDON: Tyson Fury and Derek
Chisora will square off on the 3rd
of December in their trilogy bout
at London’s Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium. Fury will make his third
defence of the WBC heavyweight
title against a foe he has previous-
ly defeated twice. In their fights
against the Britons in 2014 and
2011, Fury easily prevailed. Nego-
tiations between Fury’s camp and
Joshua’s camp to fight in December
fell through. While the 38-year-old
Chisora is nearing the twilight of
his career and has suffered three
losses in his past four fights, the

R

fight

world champion is unbeaten in 32
contests. In addition, British heavy-
weight Daniel Dubois will compete
on the card to defend his WBA “Reg-
ular” championship against South
African heavyweight Kevin Lerena.
(Agencies)

Aaron-Wooi Yik sail into Denmark Open

KUALA LUMPUR: World champi-
ons Aaron Chia and Soh Wooi Yik
continued their brilliant run to ad-
vance to the quarterfinals of the
Denmark Open in Odense today.
The top national pair took 31 min-
utes to dispose of French duo of
Lucas Corvee and Ronan Labar 21-
13, 21-18 in a match held at Jyske
Bank Arena. Aaron-Wooi Yik who
are ranked fourth in the world, will
meet Indian pair R Satwiksairaj and
Chirag Shetty, the tournament’s sev-
en seeds, tomorrow. Also qualifying
for the quarterfinals is men’s singles
shuttler Lee Zii Jia who crushed
Kanta Tsuneyama of Japan 21-5, 21-

Azarenka reaches Guadalajara Open quarterfinal

MINSK: Belarus’ world number 37
Victoria Azarenka has secured her
third victory at the ongoing Guadala-
jara Open tournament ousting world
number 15 Madison Keys of the United
States, 6-4, 6-7 (4-7), 6-1, to reach the
quarterfinal, BelTA has learned. The
Belarusian will next face world num-
ber 7 Coco Gauff of the United States.
Earlier, Victoria Azarenka defeated
Russia’s world number 130 Elina Ava-
nesyan, 6-4, 6-2, and world number 8
Paula Badosa of Spain, who was forced
to retire after the first set. In the doubles

19 in the second round today. The
world No 3 faces Indonesian Jona-
tan Christie next.

Meanwhile, national mixed doubles
pair Goh Soon Huat and Shevon
Jemie Lai caused an upset by beat-
ing compatriots Tan Kian Meng and
Lai Pei Jing 18-21, 24-22, 22-20. The
duo, ranked 13th in the world, will
take on second seeds Yuta Wata-
nabe and Arisa Higashino of Japan
next in the last eight. But top wom-
en’s doubles team of Pearly Tan and
M Thinaah were eliminated by tour-
nament top seeds Chen Qingchen
and Jia Yifan of China 21-18, 20-22,
21-17. (Agencies)

round of Last 16 Belarus’ Aliaksandra

Sasnovich and Lin Zhu of China lost to
the U.S. pair Coco Gauff and Jessica
Pegula, 6-7 (1-7), 5-7. In the opener the
Belarusian-Chinese duo beat Sophie
Chang of the United States and Indone-
sia’s Aldila Sutjiadi, 7-5, 6-2.(Agencies)
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Kenya’s Kipserem
banned for three-year

NAIROBI: A third pacemaker who
was part of Eliud Kipchoge’s team
in running the marathon below two
hours has been banned for doping.
The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU)
handed Marius Kipserem of Kenya a
three-year ban after prohibited sub-
stance recombinant erythropoietin
(EPO) was found in a sample pro-
vided by the athlete in August. Ken-
yans Philemon Kacheran and Justus
Kimutai are the other two pacemak-
ers who were banned earlier. Accord-
ing to AIU, Kipserem denied doping
charges twice before finally admit-
ting to doing so October. The two-
time Rotterdam marathon winner’s
ban was backdated to September 22,
when he was provisionally suspend-
ed. (Agencies)

AstroTurfs to be installed
in Hockey Grounds

ISLAMABAD: Artificial turfs have
been laid in the hockey grounds of
Islamabad and Quetta, while work
is in progress to install the same in
Peshawar, Abbottabad, Faisalabad,
Muzaffarabad and Wah Canton-
ment. The initiative was aimed at
reviving hockey in the country. This
was disclosed by an official, who
told APP on Thursday that the gov-
ernment was taking measures for
the promotion of sports in the coun-
try. “It is introducing a new gover-
nance system and national sports
policy for the overhauling of sports
structure,” he added. “The federal
government through the Pakistan
Sports board (PSB) provides ad-
ministrative, technical and financial
support to promote various sports,
including hockey,” he said. With
respect to the revival of hockey,
the government was taking several
steps for the improvement of perfor-
mance and international ranking of
the national team, and a overhaul of
the domestic hockey structure, the
official mentioned. (APP)

Verstappen focusing on the job as F1 spending row builds

AUSTIN: Double Formula One
world champion Max Verstappen
said he was just focusing on his job
as rivals called on Thursday (Oct
20) for the governing FIA to come
down hard on his Red Bull team
for breaching last year’s spending
rules. Red Bull can seal their first
constructors’ world championship
since 2013 at the US Grand Prix on
Sunday but the achievement risks
being overshadowed by the cost cap
row. The governing FIA said on Oct
10 that Red Bull were guilty of a “mi-

nor overspend” last year, but gave
no details. Media reports have indi-
cated the team were US$1.8 million
over the US$145 million cap, with
McLaren boss Zak Brown saying
this week that any team in breach
were effectively cheating. The situa-
tion has become a major test for the
FIA and the cap, which was intro-
duced last year but risks being un-
dermined if not effectively enforced.
“Nothing has been confirmed yet
but as a team we know what we
have to deal with and I think we

were very clear with what we think
was correct,” Verstappen told Sky
Sports television at the Circuit of the
Americas. Verstappen, who won his
second title a day before the breach
was confirmed, suggested rivals
who questioned Red Bull’s perfor-
mance were reacting to the team’s
success. “They try to slow us down
in any way possible. That’s how F1
works ... everyone is at the end of
the day a bit hypocritical. I'm fine
with that. We just have to focus on
our job,” he said. (Agencies)

NBA star Kevin Durant buys a professional pickleball team

NEW YORK: Basketball star Kevin
Durant is purchasing a Major League
Pickleball expansion team as the up-
start sport expands and attracts new
investors. Thirty Five Ventures, the
investment firm run by Durant and
Rich Kleiman, will own and operate
a team full-time, running personnel,
merchandise, sponsorships and mar-
keting. The squad is set to first com-
pete in the 2023 season. Financial
terms weren’t disclosed. The surging

popularity of pickleball, a paddle
sport in which players hit a ball back
and forth over a net on a much small-
er court than in tennis, has been a
boon for MLP, a new professional
league that debuted last year. In re-
cent months, the league has lured
many new backers to join its owner-
ship ranks. NBA stars LeBron James,
Draymond Green and Kevin Love are
now co-owners of a pickleball team,
and hedge fund Knighthead Capital

Winter Olympics

Management leads a new owner-
ship group that includes quarterback
Tom Brady and former world No.
1 tennis player Kim Clijsters. Du-
rant’s venture firm has investments
in other sports as well, including the
National Women’s Soccer League’s
Gotham FC, New York esports or-
ganization Andbox, the Athletes Un-
limited network of women'’s leagues
and the Premier Lacrosse League.
(Agencies)

Two billion people watched 2022 Games, says [0OC

BEIJING: Just over two billion people
watched the 2022 Winter Olympics
in Beijing, according to the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee. Indepen-
dent research conducted for the I0OC
found that was a 5% increase on the
audience for the 2018 Games. The
total minutes watched - 713 billion -
were 18% up on Pyeongchang 2018.
Those figures include “linear TV and

PARIS: Great Britain won three gold
medals on the opening day of the Pa-
ra-cycling Track World Champion-
ships in France. Kadeena Cox took
gold in the Women’s C4 500m time
trial and Fin Graham won the Men’s
C3 15km scratch race final. Britain
then landed mixed tandem team
sprint gold - with Libby Clegg piloted
by Georgia Holt and James Ball pi-
loted by Steffan Lloyd. These are the

digital platforms” - with the evidence
showing more people watched the
events online than ever before. The
IOC said: “In addition to the signifi-
cant increases in digital viewing and
consumption of broadcast cover-
age, the Olympics web and app plat-
forms reached 68 million unique us-
ers during Beijing 2022 - more than
double the reach achieved during the

_Para-cycling Track World C’ships
Great Britain win three golds on first day
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first worlds since the Covid-19 pan-
demic and are taking place in Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines. Paralympic
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Olympic Winter Games Pyeongchang
2018. “Almost half of the Beijing 2022
viewers surveyed said they wanted to
watch more coverage of the Olympic
Games in the future. This appetite is
particularly strong amongst the youth
demographic.” The BBC was one of
the I0C’s media rights partners for
the Games, which was held from 4-20
February. (Agencies)

gold medallist Cox said: “It’s been
three and a half years since I was last
world champion. I've been injured.
I've missed a lot of training. To come
out and take the win was quite nice.
“I surprised myself today. I always
turn up on race day but I didn’t ex-
pect to go so quickly. Actually a little
bit of training and I might be in world
record shape soon which is scary.”
(Agencies)
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Ronaldo not in Man Utd squad for Chelsea trip

LONDON: Manchester United for-
ward Cristiano Ronaldo will not be
in their squad for Saturday’s Pre-
mier League game at Chelsea, the
club said in a statement yesterday.
Ronaldo, an unused substitute in
Wednesday’s 2-0 win over Totten-
ham Hotspur, walked down the
tunnel with a few minutes of the
match remaining after being left
on the bench again by manager
Erik ten Hag. “Cristiano Ronaldo
will not be part of the Manchester
United squad for this Saturday’s
Premier League game against Chel-
sea,” United said. “The rest of the
squad is fully focused on preparing
for that fixture.”
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The 37-year-old Portugal interna-
tional scored 24 goals in all com-
petitions for United last season but
has started only two league games
this campaign. United are fifth in
the league on 19 points, one be-
hind fourth-placed Chelsea after 10
games. (Agencies)

Sohail, Akhter shine in Punjab Open Golf

LAHORE: On the first day of the four
days 41st Punjab Open Golf Champi-
onship 2022 in progress here at the
18 holes, par 72 PAF Skyview Golf
Course, the first day was committed
for the Senior Professionals Event
and Junior Professionals competi-
tion. And at the end of the first days
18 holes round, the senior profes-
sional who outshone his rival golfing
mates was Mohammad Akhtar of
Islamabad Golf Club. Akhter may be
categorized as a senior professional,
yet he exhibited good command over

his shot making and allied aspects
of his game like chipping, putting,
bunker shots and approach shots to
the green and this command result-
ed in compiling a score of gross 70,
two under par for the first round ef-
fort which is remarkable going for a
senior golf professional .”I am very
pleased with the way I met the golf
course challenges and hope to fin-
ish off as the best one in the second
round on Friday, as this competition
for seniors is over two rounds and 36
holes”. (Agencies)

FIFA Women's World Cup welcomed to New Zealand

AUCKLAND: The FIFA Women’s
World Cup 2023™ was officially
welcomed to Aotearoa New Zea-
land today with a powhiri in Tamaki
Makaurau, Auckland ahead of the
Draw. Representatives from FIFA
and the 39 qualified teams for the
tournament and Play-Off Tourna-
ment were amongst the manuhiri
at the powhiri, led by Ngati Whatua
Orakei at Karanga Plaza. The Min-
istry of Business, Innovation and
Employment’s spokesperson for the
FIFA Women’s World Cup, Deputy
Secretary, Chris Bunny says host-
ing the Draw in Tamaki Makaurau,
Auckland presented a unique oppor-
tunity to formally welcome the tour-
nament to Aotearoa New Zealand.
“The Draw is the main event in the
build up to the FIFA Women’s World

DAILY HOROSCOPE:

- It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because
of time date and year.

— ARIES: The more others tell you it’s
time to cut your losses and give up on
something you’ve been working on
the more determined you must be to
see it through to the end. If you hold
out just a little longer you will see sig-
nificant progress.
- TAURUS: Don’t worry if you are
forced to accept a supporting role to-
day because it could actually work in
your favor. If you let others put them-
selves at the head of a joint enterprise
it will be they who have to take the
flak if it goes wrong.
— GEMINI: Avoid taking on new duties
and responsibilities today, no matter
how tempting it may be to show what
you can do. The Sun’s change of signs
at the weekend will add to your work-
load and you will need all your energy
to deal with that alone.
— CANCER: You have so much to look
forward to now but you still seem to
be holding back from stepping out
into the world and looking for ad-
venture. The good news is that by the
start of next week your attitude will
be much more positive.

— LEO: TIf there is something you

desperately need to tell a friend or

loved one you are advised to do so
right now. The Sun is coming to the
end of its journey through the com-
munications area of your chart, so get
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Cup and is an internationally signifi-
cant event in its own right, with mil-
lions watching on around the world,”
says Chris. “We wanted to use this
opportunity to put our best foot for-
ward and show FIFA, the teams and
the rest of the world what they can
expect of us as co-host of next year’s
tournament.” The FIFA Women’s
World Cup is the largest women’s
sporting event on the planet, cap-
tivating an audience of more than
one billion people across the globe
and next year’s event will be the
biggest yet, with 32 teams compet-
ing for the first time. New Zealand
Story Group CEO David Downs says
there will be widespread benefits for
Aotearoa New Zealand from hosting
an event of this size and significance.
(Agencies)
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it off your chest while you can.

- VIRGO: Money matters have tak-
en up a lot of your time in recent
weeks but soon you will have less
to worry about financially. The more
loose ends you can tie up today the
more fun you will have when the Sun
changes signs this weekend.

- LIBRA: You have achieved so much
in recent weeks and the results of
your creativity will continue to have
a positive effect through to the end of
the year. Soon though you will need
to pay more attention to your cash-
flow situation. Money is important
too.

- SCORPIO: You must make sure
you have a clear idea of what your
long-term ambitions are going to be.
The Sun moves into your sign at the
weekend and a new solar year for you
gets underway. You cannot afford to
be vague about your aims.

— SAGITTARIUS: Try not to be too
chatty over the next 24 hours. The
planets warn if you let slip any per-
sonal information you could find it
being used against you at a later date.
Someone you thought was a friend
could turn out to be a rival in disguise.
— CAPRICORN: You may not be re-
bellious by nature but you have your
moments and one such moment will
make itself felt today. Speak up and
let people in positions of power know
why you don't agree with what they
are doing. Be a catalyst for change.

— ACQUARIUS: Make the most of the
Sun’s final two days in the most ad-
venturous area of your chart to start
something new and exciting. Come
Monday morning you will most likely
find yourself snowed under with new
responsibilities, so have fun while
you can.

- PISCES: You must get your finan-
cial affairs in order over the next
24 hours. If you need to cut costs or
make savings now is the time to get
serious about it. The longer you put it
off the harder it will be to make ends
meet later on.
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Spain scraps 33 titles handed out by dictator Franco to family and aides

MADRID: Spain abolished 33 aris-
tocratic titles handed out by dictator
Francisco Franco and his successor
to loyal lieutenants and family on Fri-
day as a new “Democratic Memory”
law took effect. The measure affects
two of Franco’s grandchildren, as
well as the descendants of several of
his top generals, ministers and other
high-ranking officials. Franco ruled
Spain from 1939 to 1975 after lead-
ing a military coup against the Sec-
ond Republic’s elected leftist Popular

Hungarians join teachers’
revolt over humiliating’ pay

BUDAPEST: Hungary’s failing
schools are becoming the focus of
swelling protests, with pupils and
parents backing teachers sacked for
rebelling over “humiliating” low pay
and years of government neglect.
With supermarket cashiers paid
more than most teachers, thousands
have joined the protests since the be-
ginning of September, with human
chains formed around schools across
the country. Last Friday students
burned letters threatening teachers
with dismissal near the interior min-
istry, which has been put in charge of
education by nationalist premier Vik-
tor Orban, who restricted the right
to strike in February. Another mass
protest is planned for Sunday. Bu-
dapest high school teacher Katalin
Torley was sacked along with four
of her colleagues last month for re-
fusing to teach classes in protest at
low pay and severe restrictions on
the curriculum, which critics say is
biased toward Orban’s conservative
and nativist agenda. Torley, who has
taught French for 23 years, told AFP
her sacking had been “very painful
teaching is the most important activ-
ity of my life. I am very attached to
the pupils”. (Agencies)

Front government, which resulted in
athree-year civil war that cost 500,000
lives. The law, which recently cleared
its final parliamentary hurdle in the
upper house, equates “glorifying per-
petrators of crimes against humanity”
with humiliating the Franco regime’s
victims and strikes out titles that exalt
the civil war and military dictatorship.
While most titles were granted by
Franco himself as a reward for loyalty,
five people affected by the law were
ennobled by his successor as head of

state, former King Juan Carlos I, in
the first months of his reign follow-
ing Franco’s death. Francisco Franco
Martinez-Bordiu, the autocrat’s eldest
male grandchild who inherited the
lordship of Meiras from Franco’s wid-
ow, Carmen Polo, described abolition
of the title as “nonsense without any
practical effects” in a July interview
with newspaper El Independiente.
“I will continue to be Lord of Meiras
even if the government doesn’t recog-
nise it,” he said. (Agencies)

US college creates video game
to boost earthquake preparedness

NEW YORK: The Big One is com-
ing. Would you know what to do
if an earthquake hit? A new video
game, released ahead of International
ShakeOut Day on Oct 20, can help get
you ready for an earthquake or other
natural disaster. Concerned that peo-
ple in the Pacific Northwest are un-
derprepared for earthquakes, a team
of researchers at Lewis & Clark Col-
lege in Oregon brainstormed an alter-
native form of media to target young
adults, who they found are often ex-
cluded from messaging campaigns.
Cascadia 9.0 is designed to make
earthquake preparation more enjoy-

able. The game’s name comes from
the Cascadia Subduction Zone, a 600-
mile fault off the Pacific coastline,
which has the potential to produce
a magnitude 9.0 earthquake. Inside
the game, the player navigates urgent
situations while travelling through
a demolished city to find their dog,
Tsu, who got loose after a massive
earthquake. Along the way, the player
must address the lack of clean drink-
ing water, aftershocks and gas leaks.
Initial results have shown gaming
participants felt more confident about
coping with some key earthquake-re-
lated challenges. (Agencies)
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Cholera outbreak hits
Syrian refugees camps

QUB ELIAS: Syrian refugees in dis-
placement camps are falling victim
to a cholera outbreak in Lebanon,
already suffering from an economic
meltdown that has slashed access to
clean water and strained hospitals.
Lebanon recorded its first cholera
case in early October -- signalling
the return of the bacteria for the first
time in 30 years. It now counts at
least 220 cases and five deaths. Ac-
cording to the World Health Organi-
zation, Lebanon is the latest phase
of a rampaging outbreak that began
in Afghanistan in June - then spread
to Pakistan, Iran, Iraq and Syria. In
Syria itself more than 13,000 sus-
pected cases have been reported,
including 60 deaths, according to
the Syria office of Doctors Without
Borders (MSF). Cholera is typically
spread through contaminated water,
food or sewage. It can cause severe
diarrhoea and dehydration — which
can kill if left untreated. Most chol-
era cases in Lebanon have been in
the camps, among the roughly 1 mil-
lion Syrians who have taken refuge
over the past decade from the con-
flict in their homeland, according
to caretaker Health Minister Firass
Abiad. (Agencies)

Indonesia demands skull,jewellery back from the Netherlands

AMSTERDAM: The Indonesian gov-
ernment is demanding artworks,
natural historical objects, and com-
plete collections back from the Neth-
erlands. A Dutch newspaper has
reported that a list has been sent to
the Education, Culture, and Science
Ministry in July. The objects on the
list have been designated as looted
art by Indonesia, thus the country is
now demanding them be returned.
It is not only individual masterpieces
involved in the petition, but also en-

France to double police presence on streets by 2027

PARIS: France’s Interior Minis-
ter Gérald Darmanin said Friday
that the government plans to dou-
ble police presence on the streets
across the country by 2027. “Under
the leadership of the President of
the Republic (Emmanuel Macron)
and the Prime Minister (Elisabeth
Borne), we have taken resolute
measures against crime,” he said in
a Twitter message in which he indi-
cated that the presence of the Police
and the Gendarmerie on French
streets and public transport will be
increased. Thus, he explained that
about 8,500 positions will be creat-
ed and recalled that robberies with

Rolls-Royce enters electric

LONDON: Rolls-Royce, the iconic lux-
ury car maker, has accelerated into the
electric age with the unveiling of the
first non-petrol car in the company’s
120-year history. The first models of
the all-electric Spectre, which has been
years in the design, planning and testing
stages, will be delivered to well-heeled
customers toward the end of next year.
The car will have a price tag in the
$350,000 range, but customization and
special features could double the cost.
Unveiling the car at the Rolls-Royce

Rohingya refugees face
backlash in Bangladesh

KUTUPALONG: Rohingya refugee
Noor Kamal found a sympathetic
welcome in Bangladesh when he
fled the soldiers rampaging through
his village. But five years later,
the hostility he now faces has left
him pondering a dangerous return
home. Much has changed in the
time since he and 750,000 other
members of the stateless Muslim
minority group escaped neighbor-
ing Myanmar, the survivors of a
horrific crackdown now subject to
a United Nations genocide probe.
Back then, thousands of Bangla-
deshis, outraged by the anti-Muslim
violence across the border, trekked
across the country to distribute food
and medicine to the shell-shocked
arrivals. But public attitudes have
hardened after years of fruitless ef-
forts to negotiate a safe return for
the Rohingya, with media outlets
and politicians regularly condemn-
ing refugees as drug runners and
terror threats. (Agencies)

violence have decreased by 21 per-
cent compared to September 2021,
while violence in public transport
has decreased by about 20 percent
compared to the previous year. “I
would like to point out the obvious,
when a gendarme or a police officer
asks a vehicle to stop, it should be
done. My first trip as minister was to
bury gendarme Mélanie Lemee, hit
by a driver in Lot-et-Garonne,” he
lamented. The budget of France’s
Interior Ministry has risen this year
to more than 21 billion euros, so
10,000 jobs have been created for
police and gendarmes, according to
government data. (Agencies)

headquarters in Goodwood, UK, Tor-
sten Miiller-Otvés, the chief executive
officer; said: “Spectre is not only an his-
toric moment for Rolls-Royce, but also
an historic moment for electrification
with Spectre, the marque confirms that

tire collections, such as the Dubois
collection that is exhibited in Leiden’s
Naturalis Museum. The collection
consists of about 40,000 fossils. The
masterpiece is a skull of the so-called
Java man.L, excavated in 1891 by the
Dutch researcher Eugéne Dubois.
The skull was of crucial scientific im-
portance in researching human evolu-
tion. Indonesia also wants the reins of
Diponegoro’s horse sent back to the
country. Diponegoro led a Javanese
revolt against Dutch colonial rule.

The Lombok Treasure is also on the
list. According to the Rijksmuseum,
most of it was returned in 1977 but
Indonesia says the museum in Leiden
still holds precious stones and gold
and silver jewellery. A commission
will determine whether the items on
the list are defined as looted objects.
The ministry has confirmed that it has
received a request for restitution from
Indonesia. An independent committee
will now review the list of requests.
(Agencies)

Swedish PM to visit Turkey to unblock NATO bid

BRUSSELS: Sweden’s new Prime Min-
ister Ulf Kristersson said Thursday he
was ready to head to Ankara to urge
Turkey to back bids by Sweden and
Finland to join the NATO alliance.

“I have already sent a signal to the
Turkish government that we are pre-
pared to go to Ankara immediately,“
Kristersson said, as he arrived for an
EU leaders’ summit three days after
taking office. “I will do that as soon as
it is suitable for them as well of course,
so I'm very prepared for that.” Kris-
tersson said he aimed to show Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
that Sweden and Finland “actually do
what we promised” to fulfil a deal with

age with unveiling of Spectre model

the technology has reached a standard
that can contain the Rolls-Royce experi-
ence.” Miiller-Otv0s reaffirmed the com-
pany’s commitment to go fully electric
by 2030 across all its car models, while
continuing to sell petrol-fueled cars in
the immediate future. The move to elec-
tric vehicles, or EV, by Rolls-Royce will
add to the competition by global car
manufacturers to ditch the petrol-fueled
internal combustion engine under pres-
sure from environmental regulators.

(Agencies)

Rightist Meloni set to become Italy’s first wormnan PM

ROME: Rightist leader Giorgia Meloni
is this afternoon expected to be asked
to form Italy’s new government and be-
come the country’s first woman prime
minister, after she was summoned for
talks by the president. Meloni, whose
Brothers of Italy party won an election
last month at the head of a coalition in-
cluding Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia
and Matteo Salvini’s League, is due at
the Quirinale palace in Rome at 2.30pm,
President Sergio Mattarella’s office said
in a statement. “We are ready to form

a government as quickly as possible,”
Meloni said earlier today after an initial
meeting between the coalition partners
and Mattarella. The new government
could be sworn in over the weekend
and will be Italy’s most right-wing ad-
ministration since World War II. It will
also be Italy’s 68th government since
1946 and faces daunting challenges,
including a looming recession and ris-
ing energy bills, as well as presenting a
united front in its response to the war in
Ukraine. (Agencies)

UK opposition MP resigns over sexual misconduct case

LONDON: British lawmaker Chris-
tian Matheson resigned today af-
ter an independent panel said he
breached parliament’s sexual mis-
conduct policy for making “unwanted
and unwelcome” advances towards a
junior staff member. The House of
Commons’ Independent Expert Pan-
el (IEP) said the complaint was made
in May 2021 by a young woman from
Matheson’s parliamentary team, who

For latest news visit our website www.thekhybermail.com

alleged he had behaved inappropri-
ately towards her on a number of
occasions, each involving sexual mis-
conduct. The report said Matheson,
who belonged to the opposition La-
bour Party, accepted he had blurred
the boundaries between employer
and employee and been too ‘father-
ly’ and ‘friendly’, but that he denied
that he was sexually motivated at any
time. (Agencies)

Ankara to clear their path into NATO.
Sweden and Finland earlier this year
tore up their long-standing policies of
non-alignment in the face of Russia’s
war on Ukraine and launched their
bids to join the US-led military alliance.
The move has received strong backing
from the vast majority of the alliance’s
members but Erdogan has stalled the
process over accusations the Nordic
neighbours are havens for Kurdish mil-
itants hostile to Ankara. Twenty-eight
of NATO’s 30 allies have so far ratified
the accession of Finland and Sweden
-- leaving only Turkey and Hungary to
sign off before they officially join the

group. (Agencies)

India tests nextgeneration
Agniprime ballistic missile
NEW DELHI: India successfully test-
fired the next-generation Agni-Prime
ballistic missile. The missile was test
fired from a mobile launcher from
the APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the
coast of Odisha. India successfully
test-fired the next-generation Ag-
ni-Prime ballistic missile on Octo-
ber 21, 2022. The missile was test
fired from a mobile launcher from
the APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the
coast of Odisha. The strike range of
the solid-fuelled canisterised missile
is between 1,000 to 2,000 km and it
has passed all mission parameters
during the test. Its navigation was
tracked and examined by radars
and telemetry equipment positioned

along several points. (Agencies)

Hundreds demonstrate
in [ran’s Zahedan city

TEHRAN: Hundreds of demonstra-
tors took to the streets of the south-
eastern Iranian city of Zahedan,
three weeks after dozens were killed
in “Bloody Friday” protests, online
videos showed. “Death to the dic-
tator,” the protesters, mostly young
men, chanted Friday in reference to
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei out-
side a police station, in footage wide-
ly shared on social media. Iranian
security forces Killed at least 93 peo-
ple who had gathered at the same lo-
cation on September 30, Oslo-based
group Iran Human Rights said. Za-
hedan, the capital of Sistan-Baluch-
istan province, is one of the few Sun-
ni-majority cities in predominantly
Shia Iran. (Agencies)
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