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TEHRAN: An Iranian hermit nick-
named the “world’s dirtiest man” for 
not taking a shower for more than 
half a century has died at the healthy 
old age of 94, state media has report-
ed. Irna news agency reported that 
“Amou Haji”, an endearing nickname 
for an elderly person, died on Sunday 
in the village of Dejgah in the south-
ern province of Fars. Haji, covered 
in soot and living in a cinder-block 
shack, was reported by local media 
not to have bathed with water or 
soap in more than 60 years. Villagers 
said he had experienced “emotional 
setbacks in his youth” that led him 
to refuse to wash. In 2014, the Teh-
ran Times reported that Haji would 
eat roadkill, smoke a pipe filled with 
animal excrement, and believed that 
cleanliness would make him ill. Pho-
tos showed him smoking multiple 
cigarettes at once. But a few months 
ago, villagers had persuaded him to 
wash for the first time, Irna report-
ed. After Haji’s death, the unofficial 
record could go to an Indian man 
who also had not bathed for much of 
his life. In 2009 the Hindustan Times 
reported that Kailash “Kalau” Singh, 
from a village outside the holy city of 
Varanasi, had not washed for more 
than 30 years in an attempt to help 
end “all the problems confronting 
the nation”. (Agencies)
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MOSCOW/KIEV: At least seven ci-
vilians have been killed and three in-
jured in the Ukraine city of Bakhmut 
in the eastern Donetsk region, the re-
gional governor said Tuesday. Three 
bodies of civilians killed earlier were 
also discovered in two places in the 
region, which has been at the centre 
of intense fighting with the Russian 
army for months, Governor Pavlo 
Kyrylenko said on Telegram. The 
Ukrainian army said Russian troops 
were on the offensive in the Donetsk 
region towards the cities of Bakhmut 
and Avdiivka. Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky on 
Tuesday asked the international com-
munity to cover an expected budget 
deficit of $38 billion next year for his 
war-torn country, with Moscow’s in-
vasion also badly hitting the economy. 
Fatal Russian shelling meanwhile was 
pummelling the eastern Donbas city 
of Bakhmut, where journalists saw 
smoke rising from fierce battles be-
tween Moscow’s forces and Ukraine’s 
army trying to keep them at bay. Rus-
sia sustained drone attacks represent 
a new low point in its war against 
Ukraine but are also a sign of Mos-
cow’s desperation, German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz said at a conference on 
Tuesday to plan for Ukraine’s recon-
struction. “This conference is about 
creating a Marshall Plan for the 21st 

century,” he said, opening the Ber-
lin conference. “The commitment to 
Ukraine as an EU member is one of 
the most consequential geopolitical 
decisions of our time.” Rebuffed by 
Western countries, Russia has doubled 
down on its claim that Kyiv is prepar-
ing to use a “dirty bomb” in Ukraine 
and said it would bring the issue to 
the UN Security Council today. Russia 
sent a letter on its claims about Kyiv 
to the United Nations late last night, 
and diplomats said Moscow planned 
to raise the issue with the Security 
Council at a closed meeting the follow-
ing day. “We will regard the use of the 
dirty bomb by the Kyiv regime as an 
act of nuclear terrorism,” Russia’s UN 
Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia wrote 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres and the Security Council in the 

letter. The US is considering sending 
older HAWK air defence equipment 
from storage to Ukraine to help it de-
fend against Russian drone and cruise 
missile attacks, two US officials told 
Reuters. The HAWK interceptor mis-
siles would be an upgrade to the Sting-
er missile systems – a smaller, shorter 
range air defence system – that the US 
has already sent to blunt Russia’s inva-
sion. The Polish government has pro-
posed an amendment to a special act 
on assistance for Ukrainian citizens, 
tightening the rules making them 
cover some of their own costs media 
reported. Ukrainian refugees that 
came to Poland after the armed con-
flict broke out in Ukraine will now be 
obliged to obtain a national identifica-
tion number. “We cannot finance the 
refugees’ residence indefinitely,” Dep-

uty Interior Minister of Poland Paweł 
Szefernaker told FM radio. Iran reject-
ed US allegations that Iranian military 
personnel are on the ground in Rus-
sian-occupied Crimea to help Moscow 
carry out drone attacks in Ukraine. 
“We strongly reject this news,” Iran’s 
foreign ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanani told reporters, when asked 
about the White House claim. White 
House national security spokesman 
John Kirby said that Iranian forces are 
“on the ground in Crimea” to assist 
Russia in its operations. Italy’s new 
government will not cede to “black-
mail” from Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni 
said on Tuesday, acknowledging that 
the country faced some of the toughest 
challenges since World War II.  Strik-
ing a combative tone in her maiden 
speech to parliament, Meloni, Italy’s 
first woman prime minister, said that 
Putin’s blackmailing on energy would 
not solve the problem, it would exac-
erbate it by opening the way to further 
demands and blackmail,” Meloni said. 
Russia said on Tuesday it sees no rea-
son to expect relations with Britain to 
improve under new Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak. “At the moment we see no 
grounds for hope that there will be any 
positive changes in the foreseeable 
future,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters. (Agencies)

Moscow takes ‘dirty bomb’ claim to UN

Russian shelling kills seven in Ukraine’s Bakhmut city
– Zelensky asks donors for $38 bn as Russia shells Bakhmut.’ 

– German Scholz says drone attacks on Ukraine are sign of Russia’s desperation
– US considers HAWK air defence equipment for Ukraine.   – Poland to tighten Ukrainian refugee residency laws.

– Iran denies personnel in Crimea helping Russia carry out drone attacks in Ukraine.
– New Italian PM Meloni sees tough times, backs Ukraine.  – No hope for positive shift in ties with Britain under PM Sunak: Kremlin

TOKYO: The United 
States will make full 
use of its military capa-
bilities, “including nu-
clear, conventional and 
missile defense,” to 
defend its allies Japan 
and South Korea, U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of 
State Wendy Sherman 
said Tuesday as she 
warned North Korea 
against escalating its 
provocations. Sherman 
said North Korea’s re-
peated firings of bal-
listic missiles and ar-
tillery in recent weeks 
were provocative mili-
tary actions. North Ko-
rea has described them 
as practice runs for the 
use of tactical nucle-

ar weapons. “This is 
deeply irresponsible, 
dangerous, and de-
stabilizing,” Sherman 
said in talks in Tokyo 
with South Korean 
First Vice Foreign Min-
ister Cho Hyungdong. 
The two officials met 
ahead of a three-way 
meeting with their 
Japanese counterpart 
on Wednesday. It will 
be second in-person 
meeting of the three 
officials since conser-
vative South Korean 
President Yoon Suk 
Yeol took office in May, 
signaling an improve-
ment in difficult ties 
between Japan and 
South Korea. A year 

ago, Japanese and 
South Korean vice min-
isters declined to par-
ticipate in a joint news 
conference after three-
way talks in Washing-
ton, leaving Sherman 
to make a solo media 
appearance. Sher-
man said North Korea 
needs to understand 
that the U.S. commit-
ment to the security of 
South Korea and Ja-
pan is “ironclad.” “And 
we will use the full 
range of U.S. defense 
capabilities to defend 
our allies, including 
nuclear, conventional 
and missile defense 
capabilities,” she said. 
(Agencies)

BARCELONA: More 
than 29,000 people 
have died on migration 
journeys to Europe 
since 2019, with 5,000 
perishing in the last 
two years, the Inter-
national Organization 
for Migration said in a 
report issued Tuesday.
The Missing Migrants 
Project of the UN 
agency warned of “in-
creasing numbers of 
deaths seen on routes 
across the Mediterra-
nean, on land borders 
to Europe and within 
the continent.” Ac-
cording to its report, 
the deadliest migra-
tion route continues to 
be the Central Medi-
terranean, where 2,836 

migrants and refugees 
have died since Janu-
ary 2021 attempting to 
reach Italy or Malta by 
crossing mainly from 
Libya and Tunisia. The 
second deadliest is the 
Atlantic route from 
West Africa to Spain’s 
Canary Islands, where 
more than 1,500 
deaths were record-
ed since 2021. But the 
project’s researchers 
acknowledged their 
tally was likely an un-
dercount given the 
difficulty of collecting 
and confirming infor-
mation on “invisible 
shipwrecks” — boats 
that vanish at sea with-
out witnesses. Rising 
numbers of deaths 

also were observed in 
other areas that bor-
der Europe, as well as 
in Greece, the West-
ern Balkans and the 
English Channel, ac-
cording to the report.
Many of the deaths 
“could have been pre-
vented by prompt and 
effective assistance to 
migrants in distress,” 
IOM’s Missing Mi-
grants Project said in 
a statement.  For the 
first time, the project 
released statistics on 
deaths related to so-
called pushbacks, or 
forced expulsions, by 
European authorities. 
It counted 252 deaths 
based on reports from 
survivors. (Agencies)

US vows military defense of allies against N. Korea

More than 29,000 migrants to Europe died since 2014

RAWALPINDI: German Ambassa-
dor Alfred Grannas called on Army 
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa in 
Rawalpindi on Tuesday. During the 
meeting, matters of mutual interest, 
overall regional situation, and bi-
lateral cooperation in various fields 
were discussed. General Bajwa said 
Pakistan attaches great importance 
to its relations with Germany. He 
congratulated the dignitary on as-
suming the office of Ambassador 

and expressed hope that relations 
between the two countries will fur-
ther prosper. The visiting dignitary 
expressed his grief over the devasta-
tion caused by floods in Pakistan and 
offered sincere condolence to the 
families of the victims. He also appre-
ciated Pakistan’s continuous efforts 
for regional stability and pledged to 
play his role for further improvement 
in diplomatic cooperation with Paki-
stan at all levels. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has emphasised on invest-
ing in the solar, wind and hydel en-
ergy sector to avoid pollution and 
improve air quality for the whole 
world. Addressing Future Invest-
ment Initiative Summit in Riyadh on 
Tuesday, he said Pakistan is ready 
to reach out to potential investors 
to grab the future for its coming 
generations. He said technology 
has transformed every sector and 

it can cut through social, cultural 
and financial barriers and empower 
those who are equipped to leverage 
it.  He said young women and men 
are crafting their careers through 
means of modern technology. The 
Prime Minister also proposed Future 
Investment Initiative to establish a 
satellite centre in one of Pakistan’s 
leading universities to explore rap-
idly growing Pakistani market and 
spur innovation. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD/PESHAWAR: The 
General Headquarters (GHQ) on 
Tuesday asked the government to 
constitute a high-level panel to look 
into the killing of senior journalist 
Arshad Sharif by Kenyan law en-
forcement officials. The Kenyan 
authorities said was a “mistaken 
identity” shooting on the outskirts 
of the Kenyan capital Nairobi.  The 
military, in a letter to the govern-
ment, requested the formation of an 
inquiry commission for a detailed 
investigation into the killing of Shar-
if by Kenya police. The letter also 
requests legal proceedings against 
those who are casting aspersions/
accusations as per the constitution of 
Pakistan.  Meanwhile, PTI Chairman 

and former premier Imran Khan on 
Tuesday expressed his views over 
the brutal assassination of noted 
journalist Arshad Sharif, terming his 
murder as ‘target killing’. Address-
ing his speech at the lawyers’ con-
vention, the former premier said, “In 
the field of journalism, I respected 
Arshad Sharif more than any oth-
er journalists as he [Arshad Sharif] 
always used to stand by the side of 
truth and uprightness. Arshad Sharif 
was habitual of not sparing the ma-
fias.” “Arshad Sharif received death 
threats from the unnamed num-
bers. I got information that Arshad 
Sharif is about to get murdered so 
I asked Arshad to leave the country.   
(Agencies)

COAS, German envoy discuss ties, regional security

PM calls for investing in solar, wind, hydel energy

Imran claims Arshad Sharif killed in targeted attack

Army asks govt to form inquiry commission 

Rishi Sunak takes charge 
as first Indian-origin  

UK PM

LONDON: Rishi Sunak on Tues-
day took charge as Britain’s first In-
dian-origin Prime Minister with a 
promise to put the crisis-hit country’s 
needs “above politics” and “fix the 
mistakes” made by his predecessor, 
a day after he was elected the leader 
of the Conservative Party in a historic 
leadership run. The 42-year-old in-
vestment banker-turned politician is 
the youngest British prime minister 
in 210 years. He is also Britain’s first 
Hindu Prime Minister. In his first ad-
dress at the doorstep of 10 Downing 
Street in London after meeting King 
Charles III at Buckingham Palace, the 
new Prime Minister said that he takes 
over at a time when the UK is facing a 
“profound economic crisis” as it deals 
with the aftermath of COVID and the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict. Sunak was 
selected as leader of the governing 
Conservative Party on Monday as 
it tries to stabilize the economy, and 
its own plunging popularity, after the 
brief, disastrous term of Liz Truss. 
Truss departed after making a public 
statement outside 10 Downing St., 
seven weeks to the day after she was 
appointed prime minister by Queen 
Elizabeth II, who died two days later. 
Truss offered a defense of her low-tax 
economic vision and her brief term in 
office before being driven from the 
prime minister’s official residence for 
the last time. (Agencies)

‘World’s dirtiest man’ 
dies in Iran at 94
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PDMA, PRCS distribute relief items  
worth Rs 35m among flood victims

Mainly dry weather to prevail in most KP

Samar denounces KP govt for not paying salaries to WSSP staff

85pc children with blood cancer  
curable if treated early, says expert 

Wapda issues position of rivers’ inflows

PESHAWAR: Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority KP (PDMA) 
and Pakistan Red Crescent Society 
(PRCS) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Tuesday launched a relief operation 
and distributed relief items worth 
more than Rs 35 million to 250 
flood-hit families in the Lower Ko-
histan district. 
The relief operation was conducted 
in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
before the onset of winter. In the 
first phase, they distributed relief 
items worth more than Rs 35 mil-
lion to 250 flood-affected families 
in the Lower Kohistan district while 

planning to distribute more with the 
support of other movement part-
ners soon. 
The distributed relief package in-
cluded 250 tents, 500 hygiene kit 
bags, 250 kids’ bags containing 
coloured books, colours, etc., 500 
plastic containers, 750 blankets, 
500 high-thermal blankets to be 
used during extreme winter, 1,250 
toothbrushes, 1250 high-quality 
toothpaste, 499 pillows, and 2,500 
soaps, besides warm clothes, socks, 
combs, slippers, diapers for chil-
dren, and other important items 
that will be needed by the victims in 
winter. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Tuesday predicted that mainly dry 
weather was expected in most dis-
tricts of the province during the 
next 24 hours. 
It said the weather would remain 
cold in hilly areas, however, part-
ly cloudy with isolated rain is ex-
pected in Chitral, Upper Dir, Swat, 
Kohistan, Shangla and Mansehra 
districts. During the last 24 hours, 
the weather remained mainly dry 
in most districts of the province 
while cold weather prevailed in 

hilly areas. The maximum and 
minimum temperatures recorded 
at different stations of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa were as Peshawar City 
30/13, Peshawar A/P 30/13, Chitral 
24/06, Timergara 29/11, Dir 25/04, 
Kalam 21/01, Drosh 27/09, Saidu 
Sharif 27/07, Pattan 31/12, Malam 
Jaba 15/08, Takht Bhai 30/12, Kakul 
30/12, Balakot 26/08, Parachinar 
28/09, Bannu 32/13, Cherat 24/12, 
D.I. Khan 34/17, Risalpur 30/13 and 
Kohat 30/15. The lowest tempera-
ture recorded in the province was 
01 C in Kalam. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Spokesperson Awami 
National Party (ANP), Samar Bilour 
on Tuesday said the incompetent 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government 
has even politicized the department 
of Water and Sanitation Services 
Peshawar (WSSP) as its 2,400 em-
ployees were still waiting for their 
salaries. In a statement issued from 
Bacha Khan Markaz here, she said it 
was not just the issue of WSSP em-
ployees but the lives of 2,400 families 

that had been put in misery. She said 
at the time the WSSP was working 
in only 52 to 60 union councils of the 
district due to the non-availability 
of funds and salaries. She demand-
ed that an urgent and transparent 
inquiry may be conducted into the 
Rs 4 billion funds of the WSSP. She 
questioned where all these funds 
were being spent. The salary of the 
CEO WSSP, who was nowadays in 
Canada, was higher than the Chief 

Minister. Bilour said the tall claims 
of the PTI government were only 
limited to social media as the ground 
realities were quite different. The 
factual situation, she said, was that 
the KP government has no money 
to pay salaries to the WSSP employ-
ees. She cautioned that not only the 
WSSP staff but the employees of 
other departments in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa may also not receive their 
next salary on time. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Terming blood cancer 
a curable disease, Senior Paediat-
ric Oncologist Dr Riaz Khan here 
on Tuesday said that 85 percent of 
children with blood cancer could 
be cured if the fatal disease was 
detected and treated at an early 
stage. Talking to APP, he said that 
September was observed as “Blood 
and Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month” in the world including Paki-
stan in which information about its 
causes, treatment and prevention 

was disseminated through different 
stakeholders and communication 
channels to eradicate it. Medical-
ly known as “Leukemia”, he said 
blood cancer can affect people of 
all ages but “most of its victims 
were children under 18 years,” add-
ing the fatal ailment first destroys 
blood cells and later key organs 
that prove fatal in the last stages 
of its detection. He said annually 
8,000 to 10,000 children become its 
victims in Pakistan. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Water and Power De-
velopment Authority (WAPDA) is-
sued position of the river inflows 
and outflows at Tarbela, Mangla 
and Chashma along with the res-
ervoirs levels and the barrages on 
Tuesday morning. According to a 
spokesman of the authority, the in-
flows and outflows in Indus river 
at Tarbela was 33,400 cusecs and 
40,000 cusecs respectively, whereas 
in Kabul river inflows and outflows 
at Nowshera were 9,700 cusecs and 
9,700 cusecs while at Khairabad 

Bridge, its inflows was 15,800 cu-
secs and outflows was 15,800. Simi-
larly, in Jehlum River at Mangla, in-
flow was 11,500 cusecs and outflow 
was 35,000 cusecs while in Chenab 
inflows and outflows at Marala were 
12,400 and 4,800 cusecs respective-
ly. In Jinnah Barrage, inflows was 
55,100 and outflows was 49,100 
cusecs, whereas in Chashma in-
flows and outflows were 45,900 and 
47,000 cusecs while in Taunsa in-
flows and outflows were 47,900 and 
43,300 cusecs respectively. (APP)

Project to remove illegal structures around Masjid Mohabat Khan  
put into cold storage

PESHAWAR: The project to remove 
all encroachments around the his-
torical Masjid Mohabat Khan and 
the reconstruction of Masjid Speen 
Jumat have been put into cold stor-
age, inflicting substantial economic 
losses on the Aukaf Department. 
An official of the Aukaf Department 
told APP on Tuesday that the proj-
ect prepared by the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government to restore the 
historical status of Masjid Mohabat 
Khan was facing unnecessary delay 
as the encroachments had not been 
removed yet. He said the district 
administration Peshawar had been 

tasked to vacate all the illegal con-
structions around the Mughal era 
mosque located near Ghanta Ghar 
Peshawar, but there was no progress 
yet. The official further said the dis-
trict administration had yet to com-
plete an investigation and compile a 
report about the status of the new-
ly constructed shopping plaza near 
the mosque to determine whether it 
was constructed on land owned by 
the Aukaf Department or not. “The 
encroachments affected the build-
ing of Masjid Mohabat Khan, which 
once attracted a large number of 
tourists due to its unique and histor-

ical architectural design,” he said. 
Likewise, the project of reconstruc-
tion of Masjid Speen Jumat near Ha-
yat Shaheed Teaching Hospital was 
also delayed as practical work had 
not started yet, despite clear direc-
tion of the Commissioner Peshawar, 
the official said. “It has been decid-
ed to first shift 600 students of the 
adjacent seminary of the mosque to 
a rented building before initiation 
of construction work. “The delay 
in these projects had caused losses 
of over Rs 4,000,000 during the last 
10 months to the department,” he 
claimed. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 220.8 223 

China Yuan 30.62 30.87

Japanese Yen 1.03 1.09

Saudi Riyal 58.5 59.1

U.A.E Dirham 61.5 62.1

UK Pound 250 253

Euro 218 220

Australian Dollar 139.05 140.3

Canadian Dollar 160.83 162.18

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
136300 

Rs. 
124941 

Rs. 
119263 

Rs. 
102225

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
116900 

Rs. 
107158 

Rs. 
102288 

Rs.  
87675

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
11690 

Rs.  
10716 

Rs.  
10229 

Rs.  
8768

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
331400 

Rs. 
303781 

Rs. 
289975 

Rs. 
248550

KP cabinet expresses concern over non-provision of Rs.10b  
by center for flood affectees

– Staff Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Cabinet in a meeting held here on 
Tuesday with Chief Minister Mahmood 
Khan in the chair expressed concern 
over the non-provision of Rs. 10 bil-
lion announced by the Federal Gov-
ernment for rehabilitation of the flood 
affectees and resolved that all political 
and legal options would be utilized for 
getting the Provincial rights. In case 
the same are not provided, the matter 
will be taken to the court to get justice. 
To reduce flood damages in future, the 
Chief Minister directed the concerned 
authorities to conduct a survey for 
the establishment of a dam on River 

Swat as this will not only help gener-
ate cheap electricity and contribute to-
wards bringing the barren lands under 
cultivation but will also minimize the 
chances of flood damages. The meet-
ing besides the cabinet members was 
also attended by the Provincial Chief 
Secretary, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Senior Member Board of Revenue and 
Administrative Secretaries of various 
government departments. Special As-
sistant to Chief Minister Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa on Information & PRs Barris-
ter Muhammad Ali Saif while briefing 
media persons about the decisions of 
the cabinet meeting at ITLA’A Cell in-
formed that the Chief Minister directed 

the relevant authorities to complete the 
ongoing survey for the losses incurred 
by the flood effectees on emergency 
basis so as to ensure the rehabilitation 
and early return of the affectees to their 
houses. The cabinet, he said, was in-
formed on this occasion that Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is the only province that 
started the payment of compensation 
to the flood-stricken people and the 
payment process will be completed 
with the completion of the survey. The 
cabinet, he said, also felicitated Mr. 
Babar Saleem on assuming the charge 
of the portfolio of the Advisor to Chief 
Minister on Home and Tribal Affairs 
Department.

35 dental surgeons  
posted

Two killed

Speech competition  
on polio day held

Moot on emerging trend 
in food safety held

Youth kills father, brother

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Health Department on Tuesday de-
cided to appoint dental surgeons on 
35 vacant posts throughout the prov-
ince. According to the spokesman 
of the Directorate General Health 
Services office, these doctors would 
soon be recruited through KP Pub-
lic Service Commission. He said the 
total approved posts of dental sur-
geons were 489 out of which only 35 
posts were laying vacant in the prov-
ince. He said the requisition for the 
appointment of 35 dental surgeons 
has been sent to KP Public Service 
Commission and the recruitment 
process would soon be started after 
the completion of formalities. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Two persons were 
killed when armed assailants 
opened firing at them in Pirsaddi 
area of Takht Bhai tehsil in Mar-
dan district on Tuesday. Police said 
the victims were identified as Latif 
(40) and Jameel (35) and their bod-
ies were shifted to the Rural Health 
Clinic (RHC) Shergarh. Motive be-
hind the killing was yet to be as-
certained, police said adding that a 
case has been registered and search 
for the accused has been initiated.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Department of Health, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in collabora-
tion with Khyber Medical College 
(KMC) and partners on Tuesday 
organized a speech competition on 
polio awareness at KMC to mark 
world polio day. Deputy Coordina-
tor EOC Zeeshan Khan, in his open-
ing note, said that students are the 
torchbearers of the future and have 
an important role in shaping public 
thinking, an edge that can be used 
for removing misconceptions about 
anti-polio vaccine efficacy and the 
need for repeated vaccination for 
eradication of polio virus from the 
last endemic region. “I am grateful 
to the organizers for giving me this 
opportunity to be part of this august 
gathering that underline the need 
for trusted voices in favour of essen-
tial immunization including polio 
vaccination” he said, adding that we 
have covered a long distance in our 
journey towards polio eradication. 
We are closer than ever to stamping 
out the virus from Pakistan, he said.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
food Safety and Halal Food Authori-
ty is holding a two-day international 
conference on Emerging Trends in 
Food Safety and Nutrition and Food 
Safety and Nutrition Expoo2022 on 
October 26 at PCSIR Laboratories 
here. KP Minister for Food Atif Khan 
would be the chief guest of the inau-
gural ceremony, while Secretary Food 
Mushtaq Ahmad, Chairman Supreme 
Council PSFST and ex-VC University 
of Gambia Prof Dr Faqir Muhammad 
Anjum, Chairman PCSIR Dr Syed 
Hussain Abdi would attend the event. 
The other participants would include 
VC Women University Swabi Prof Dr 
Shahana Urood Kazmi, FAO repre-
sentative Florence Rolle, Pro VC Agri-
culture University Peshawar Dr Said 
Wahab. (APP)

PESHAWAR: An enraged youth shot 
dead his father and brother over do-
mestic issue in Shabqadar Tehsil of 
Charsadda district on Tuesday. 
Police said that a bitter argument 
took place between a man and 
his two sons on Katurai Road in 
Shabqadar Tehsil, after which one 
of the sons shot dead his father and 
brother. The bodies of the father and 
son, who were cart sellers by pro-
fession, were sent to Tehsil Head-
quarters Hospital Shabqadar for 
post-mortem. (APP)

Mayor rejects designs of commercial, residential buildings  

Development work on Balakot Hydropower project to start this year

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar Zubair 
Ali on Tuesday rejected all the maps 
of commercial buildings falls in the 
jurisdiction of Director East due to ab-
sence of the architect from the meet-
ing. Presiding over a meeting of BCA 
here, the Mayor expressed concern 
over the absence of the architect and 
directed the officials concerned to en-
sure presence of architect in the meet-

ing before getting approval of differ-
ent commercial designs. He said that 
irregular construction would not be 
allowed in the provincial capital and 
directed the concerned department to 
take legal action against buildings be-
ing constructed against the approved 
designs. The meeting was attended by 
Director Capital Metropolitan Arshad 
Ali Zubair, Director East Syed Waqas 

Ali Shah, Director Administration Mu-
hammad Owais Khan, Director State 
Management Mian Anis ur Rehman, 
Xen Hidayatullah, Rehman Khattak, 
Chief Building Inspector Adnan Khan 
and others. On this occasion Chief 
Building Inspector Adnan presented 
18 residential and 8 commercial maps 
which were rejected by the Mayor. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Construction work on 
Balakot Hydro-power Project, the 
largest hydropower project of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa on Kunhar River will be 
started this year in District Mansehra. 
The project on completion will gener-
ate 300MW of electricity. The project 
will be completed with the joint finan-
cial support of Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and Asia Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB). Chief Exec-

utive Officer (CEO) Provincial Energy 
Development Organization (PEDO) 
Engineer Naeem Khan expressed 
these views in an extraordinary meet-
ing held at the Balakot site with the 
team members of the Chinese con-
struction company Gazoba and the 
Turkish consultant company Dolsar 
working on the project, said an offi-
cial handout issued here on Tuesday. 
Deputy Commissioner Mansehra, 

Director of the project and other con-
cerned officials were also present in 
the meeting. During the meeting, im-
portant decisions were also made for 
initiating practical work on the project 
by completing the security of foreign 
engineers from Chinese and Turkish 
companies working on the project. 
CEO Engineer Naeem Khan said that 
this project is a flagship project of the 
current provincial government. (APP)
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Chinese President Xi Jinping has been elected as the Secre-
tary General of the Communist Party for the third time. He 
became the most influential ruler of China after Mao Zedong. 
The constitution was changed to elect him as the General Sec-
retary of the Communist Party. Approximately 2,300 members 
of the Central Committee of China Communist Party declared 
Xi Jinping as indispensable for the country. Prime Minister of 
Pakistan Shehbaz Sharif sent a message of congratulations to 
him on being elected as president for the third time. Chinese 
President Xi Jinping assumed power in 2012. Under his rule, 
China moved towards stronger governance and a crackdown 
launched against critics, influential billionaires and industri-
alists. In some circles, Xi Jinping is considered to be an even 
more uncompromising man than Mao Zedong, the founder 
of the Communist revolution in China and the former rul-
ing chairman. During his reign, China emerged as a strong 
country economically and developed its trade on a solid ba-
sis on a global scale. Now, Xi Jinpingh would be the Presi-
dent of China for the third time, who during his two earlier 
terms established excellent relations with other countries. He 
also improved Pak-China friendship further. And that’s why 
CPEC was given much importance to strengthen the strategic 
partnership of China and Pakistan further for development. 
The CPEC is giving a new dimension and vision to rekindle 
China-Pakistan relations. Indeed, under the CPEC project, 
Gwadar port, energy, roads, agriculture, communication sys-
tem, industrial zones and water projects would be developed 
and all these projects are need of the day. Recently, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping expressed his desire to establish a very 
high-level strategic relationship with China-Pakistan, which 
he wants to bring forward by creating a new model for the 
whole world. There is no doubt that under his leadership, Pa-
kistan-China ideal relations will be stronger and deeper and 
the CPEC project will open more doors for development and 
prosperity in the region. China has always helped Pakistan at 
any critical time and that’s why Pakistan and China proved to 
be time tested friends.

 Xi Jinping 3rd Term

The simple-sounding OPEC is an 
intergovernmental organisation 
consisting of some of the world’s 
largest oil-producing nations. 
Launched in 1961 by the Republic 
of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and Venezuela, OPEC has been in-
strumental in playing its role in the 
global supply of oil and gas. Howev-
er, the world does not see OPEC in 
the same light. Recently, OPEC has 
been increasingly seen or promoted 
as a global cartel manipulating oil 
prices. However, a cartel is merely 
a group of producers of a particular 
commodity or service that formally 
agree to limit supply to manipulate 
prices. This group of otherwise in-
dependent players, countries in the 
case of OPEC, act as if they were 
a single producer, cornering the 
market for their product or service 
to establish prices without the dan-
ger of competition. So what has 
changed to cause this significant 
shift in the western perspective 
about OPEC, and what are the real 
implications of this global oil econ-
omy on a country like Pakistan? It 
all began with the OPEC announc-
ing to reduce the oil output by 2 
million barrels per day in a world 
post-Ukraine-Russia conflict. While 
the US and European saw it as an 
effort to sabotage their efforts to 
restrict and contain Russia through 
sanctions, the OPEC countries 
merely portrayed it as an economic 
decision. The Biden Administration 
even pleaded to the OPEC countries 
to delay their decision by a month 
or post the US mid-term elections. 
The reason sighted was a sudden 
spike in inflation in the country. 
However, OPEC’s disagreement is 
what has truly shaken the long-last-
ing friendship between the US and 
Saudi Arab. What followed was a 
string of heated statements by US 
President Biden, which was once 
again calmly shrugged off by the 

Saudi representatives as a pre-elec-
tion gimmick. Many may not have 
looked at the situation closely 
enough, but I believe this will not 
be an isolated incident. In May, the 
US Senate Committee passed the 
NOPEC Bill. However, to become 
law, it still needs to go through 
the full Senate and House and 
be signed by the President. Now, 
the probability of NOPEC, being 
passed, is becoming a real possibil-
ity, especially if seen in the light of 
the current scenario. The measure’s 
purpose is to relieve oil prices from 
the control of a few countries by 
subjecting OPEC states to antitrust 
laws. If enacted, the law would strip 
OPEC members and their oil firms 
of protection and sue them for con-
spiring to raise prices. If passed, 
this will send a massive shock wave 
across the oil-producing countries. 
Amongst other options is “an im-
mediate freeze” on the diplomat-
ic relations between the US and 
Saudi Arabia, putting an end to the 
US protection of the Gulf states, 
including bringing an end to arms 
sales beyond what is needed to de-
fend US personnel. What stops the 
superpower from taking the step is 
the fact that the United States is the 
world’s greatest exporter of arma-
ments, with foreign military sales 
averaging over $47 billion in the 
fiscal year 2021. According to 2021 
research by the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute, 
Saudi Arabia accounts for 24% of 
all US weaponry sales. 
I have always maintained a consis-
tent stance on the Biden Adminis-
tration as the “return on Obama 
Doctrine.” There are stark similar-
ities in the Foreign Policy of the two 
administrations. Obama’s Foreign 
Policy was a “tragedy” – it failed to 
break free from the US liberal he-
gemony and worked as an exten-
sion of Bush’s “war on terror.” His 

misreading of the Arab Spring, his 
disastrous intervention in Biden’s 
Foreign Policy is not far from the 
44th US President and is unfavour-
able to Pakistan, China, and third-
world countries at large. The latest 
National Security document did not 
mention Pakistan, while China has 
been described as “America’s most 
consequential geopolitical chal-
lenge.” Biden’s reaction and read-
ing of the oil-producing countries 
seem to be inciting war globally & 
modern colonialism in the name 
of democracy. More worrying is 
Biden’s Statement, “it’s time for the 
US to rethink its relationship with 
Saudi Arabia.” Ali Shihabi, a Saudi 
author and analyst, responded to 
the entire situation, “This whole cir-
cus is just convincing Saudi policy-
makers that they can no longer rely 
primarily on the US… The era of 
putting all its eggs in the US basket 
is over for the kingdom.” In this era 
of global connectivity and interde-
pendence, where countries should 
strive for diplomatic success, the 
US seems to be walking backwards. 
As British statesman, Lord Palmer-
ston once said: “We have no eternal 
allies, and we have no perpetual en-
emies. Our interests are eternal and 
perpetual, and those interests it is 
our duty to follow.” Banking on the 
seventy-year relationship with Sau-
di Arabia may not be an option for 
the US, but hoping to improve re-
lations on a diplomatic front could 
achieve wonders. Because today, 
more than ever, world leaders need 
to promote neo-trade liberalisation, 
peace, more diplomatic activism, 
and improved relations with South 
East Asia and China. Libya and his 
inept interference in Yemen and 
Syria are notable foreign policy 
failures.

Courtesy Daily Times

Decades ago, it was not unusual in 
Pakistani TV audience behaviour pat-
terns, for the entertainment-hungry 
countrymen eagerly to await the last 
episode of a serial. Streets wer ede-
serted for something big. Lately the 
scriptwriter was allowed his indepen-
dence by the director and the story 
used to conclude on logical grounds 
and a sensible trajectory. Recently, 
the pushes for advertising space have 
made the director and the scriptwrit-
er mere pawns in the hands of the 
advertising executives. Changes in 
the last episode of any high-grossing 
drama serial are the norm of the time. 
As the article goes into print, the 
establishment, like an advertise-
ment-hungry media production 
company, too has made major 
changes in the final episode. Imran 
Khan has been disqualified in the 
famous Toshakhana reference, con-
sequently debarred from being an 
elected representative as well as not 
allowed to lead his political group in 
Parliament or any other such forum. 
The last episode, it seems, has be-
come more exciting and a photo fin-
ish, like in an action-thriller movie, 
cannot be ruled out. That surprise 
development, when rumour mills 
were already abuzz with some sort 
of settlement between the establish-
ment and the biggest opposition to 
its policies, has sent shock across 
the country; where everyone seems 
to be bracing for unrest, strife and 
consequently a further slowdown in 
economic activity. Taking a page out 
of the advertising imperatives, the 
directors and the actors who keep 
the public busy with their entertain-
ment on the national political scene 
too have found a way to conclude 
the longest grossing drama serial 
of Pakistan recent political history 
‘the revolution in the making” is 
through a predictable timeline. As 

unconfirmed news streams in or is 
deliberately leaked through various 
media, Pakistan might be heading 
for early polls. As the narrative be-
ing injected into the minds builds 
up, all will be allowed to have their 
way in the next elections. A few 
more might be disqualified. They 
will include political exiles, former 
prime ministers as well as leaders of 
the revolution. Whosoever wins the 
race or is tipped, as a dark horse will 
be given the reins of the country to 
once again try to steer the economy 
out of the quagmire, the country out 
of its diplomatic isolation and prob-
ably the polity out of its uncertainty.
Here many players who will be ap-
pearing in the final episode of the 
serial will be observed somersault-
ing or u-turning their stated stanc-
es. For the leaders of the revolution, 
it can be a complete turn-around 
and business as usual, as there is 
never a last word in politics. The 
establishment which gave a shock 
treatment to Khan today, might well 
be again talking to him the day after 
tomorrow. Many jilted supporters 
who risked their lives, careers and 
other aspects of life to stand with 
the calls of revolution will be and 
should be justified in asking the rev-
olutionary brigade where was that 
Azadi, where was the Mossadegh 
coup and where is the much-await-
ed revolution; waiting in the wings 
to capture the symbols of power?
For the other side, from the tra-
ditional businesses and religious 
backgrounds, steering the country 
in the mould of the religio-politi-
cal right wing, will be the priority. 
These forces cultivated during the 
Zia years and probably the oldest 
establishment drones will be laying 
their claim to the throne of power in 
Islamabad.
Courtesy Pakistan Today
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The Economy of Oil
— By Dr Hasnain Javed

More Strife
— By Naqi Akbar

End the war
More than seven months have 
passed since the Russian military 
action in Ukraine. What motivat-
ed Russia to launch its attack on 
Ukraine was Nato’s expansion to-
wards Russia. Now, it is fighting 

against Nato and the West; Ukraine 
is just a battleground. This war has 
caused more losses to the West as 
most countries have now begun to 
suffer an acute recession, the ris-
ing inflation and massive oil prices. 
World leaders should wake up and 

resolve this conflict. This war has 
full potential to turn into another 
nuclear apocalypse in the future.

– Sajid Ali Naich
Khairpur Nathan Shah

Time for action
In Pakistan, street crimes are in-
creasing day by day. The reason 
behind street crimes is unemploy-
ment. The worsening situation of 
law and order should be a wakeup 

call for our law-enforcement agen-
cies. In order to overcome street 
crimes, the government should pro-
vide sufficient employment oppor-
tunities to people and take proper 
measures to deal with the law and 

order situation. It should play its 
role wisely to make our country a 
safe place to live.

– Fatima Jabeen
Karachi

Letters to the Editor

In the case of Pakistan, the possibil-
ity of climate-destabilisation is very 
much the reality. The message is 
quite obvious; the harms have begun 
and will eventually become more 
widespread with the passage of time. 
Consider the recent floods, where 
one-third of the country was flooded 
with at least 33 million people being 
displaced, and over a thousand oth-
ers losing their lives. Make no mis-
take, the net result of this climate cri-
sis which has resulted in eight weeks 
of torrential rains is nothing short of 
an apocalyptic event. It catapulted a 
nation of 220 million people into a 
humanitarian crisis, a food crisis, an 
economic crisis, a health crisis and an 
education crisis. Much worse is how 
survivors now continue to face fresh 
fears; with an impending malaria 
and dengue epidemic on the rise, 
loss of crops, and a rapid increase 
in starvation. Having destroyed an 
estimated $10 billion of the country’s 
economy, these floods are a wake-
up call for the world’s most densely 
populated region. While, the United 
States and several other nations con-
tinue to pledge their humanitarian 
assistance, these pledges fall short of 
what is actually needed to overcome 
the scale of this atrocious calamity. 
Despite promising to alleviate harm 
caused to the most vulnerable re-
gions of the global south, the world’s 

largest carbon emitters have col-
lectively failed to embrace loss and 
damage efforts while simultaneously 
falling short on mitigation and adap-
tation strategies. Though this is not 
new. As the colonial tradition of ex-
tracting resources from the south to 
enrich the north and releasing large 
amounts of greenhouse gases into 
the atmosphere has put some of the 
world’s most vulnerable populations 
on the front lines of the impacts of 
climate change. The IPCC report, re-
leased earlier this year, clearly states 
that vulnerability to climate impacts 
differs between regions and is driven 
by patterns of intersecting socioeco-
nomic development, unsustainable 
sea and land use, injustice, margin-
alisation, historical and persistent 
patterns of inequality such as colo-
nialism, and governance. Historian 
David Gilmartin outlined the exten-
sive environmental changes, which 
during the colonial era occurred 
in the Indus Basin, the very heart-
land of today’s Pakistan as “one of 
the world’s greatest environmental 
transformations in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries”. Particular-
ly, he notes that the areas of western 
Punjab that today provide the heart-
lands of Pakistani agriculture, which 
were established during the colonial 
era to meet the rising demands of 
agriculture, “were not settled, even 

at the height of the Mughal Empire”. 
It is therefore unsurprising that, de-
spite its large historical culpability, 
the government of the United King-
dom’s response to Pakistan has been 
to champion charity over justice. It 
has recently offered to match pub-
lic donations and gift a paltry £26.5 
million in total, extremely inade-
quate considering Pakistan’s loss 
and damage are estimated to be at 
least $10 billion. And, this very fail-
ure to fund a loss and damage mech-
anism has been viewed by many as 
a “gaping hole” in the international 
legal governance structure of cli-
mate change. Considering how the 
United States, which is responsible 
for a quarter of historical emissions, 
sit still continues to reap benefits of 
this unabashed exploitation, raking 
in insurmountable wealth and power 
while, its emissions cause a distress-
ing $2 trillion worth of damage on 
developing countries like Pakistan, 
where the floods are a direct result 
of melting glaciers. And as glaciers 
melt, not only are ecosystems and 
industries annihilated, but an im-
portant source of freshwater also 
disappears. Not to forget with fossil 
fuels continuing to burn, it is only a 
matter of time before disaster strikes 
the rest of the world.

Courtesy The Nation

Climate justice
— By Fizza Ali
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OIC ministers call for joint action to combat 
Islamophobia, disinformation

Two-day Women Gala to begin on Nov 12

PBM supports 314 children get cochlear implants

Rana Tanveer for completion of ongoing projects

Kids mental, physical growth discussed

WHO to provide 2.5m anti-Malaria doses: Buledi

COMSATS University awards 1243 degrees

ISLAMABAD: The Republic of Tür-
kiye hosted the twelfth Session of 
the Islamic Conference of Informa-
tion Ministers (ICIM) in Istanbul, 
on 21-22 October, with the theme of 
“Combating Disinformation and Is-
lamophobia in the Post-Truth Era”. 
Federal Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting, Marriyum Au-
rangzeb, leading the Pakistan del-
egation, highlighted the role of me-
dia in addressing major challenges 
faced by the OIC Member States 
including climate change that had 
recently caused unprecedented 
floods in Pakistan. She urged the 
media to play its role in urgent, uni-

fied and decisive action in the form 
of climate financing for building 
resilience in vulnerable developing 
countries, says a press release. Pay-
ing tribute to the steadfastness of 
the Kashmiri and Palestinian peo-
ple, the Minister called upon the 
media to show their sufferings at 
the hands of the Indian and Israe-
li occupation forces after visiting 
the occupied territories. She also 
suggested the establishment of an 
inter-sessional Working Group on 
disinformation, misinformation 
and islamophobia for sharing best 
practices and experiences in the 
OIC geography. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A two-day Islam-
abad Women Gala would be orga-
nized at F-9 Park from November 
12-13 where handicrafts, jewellery, 
dresses, home decor items and oth-
er accessories would be displayed. 
Talking to APP, organizer of the 
event Shehla Muhammad Ali said 
that the gala was being organized 
with the cooperation of Islamabad 
Capital Administration and a pri-
vate organization ‘Let’s Grow To-
gether.’ “The purpose is to provide 
a platform to women entrepreneurs 
to show their talent,” she added. She 
said that it would be a family event 
where elders would find food and 

crafts, while children would enjoy 
kid’s arena, face painting, games 
and jumping castle. The organizer 
mentioned that 140 stalls were avail-
able for women on a first come first 
serve basis, adding that all of them 
had been booked, which showed 
the abilities and potential of wom-
en entrepreneurs. Responding to a 
question, Shehla said that a table 
stall was booked for Rs 10,000 while 
the fee for a full stall was Rs 16,000. 
“The small products like jewellery 
can be displayed on one table while 
home decor and stall of dresses re-
quire complete stall with the racks”, 
she added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A total of 314 deserv-
ing deaf and mute children have 
successfully been provided cochlear 
implants, under public private part-
nership, enabling them to have hap-
py and independent lives in time to 
come, Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Manag-
ing Director Amir Fida Paracha said 
on Tuesday. Talking to APP, he said 
nearly 5,000 deaf children of poor 
families in Pakistan under age of 5 
year were unable to get the treat-
ment due to financial constraints. 
The PBM has registered 2,393 chil-
dren for providing cochlear implant 

surgeries, but due to insufficient 
fiscal resources, PBM can not enter-
tain the entire children sans public 
private partnership. The managing 
director emphasized that philan-
thropists and other donor agencies 
should make as many contributions 
as possible towards social welfare 
activities. Paracha is in Vienna on a 
special invitation by a cochlear im-
plant manufacturing company, to 
persuade the company to provide 
cochlear implant to PBM on cheap-
er rates for the children of destitute 
families in Pakistan. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Education and Professional Train-
ing Rana Tanveer Hussain Tuesday 
directed the authorities concerned 
to expedite the completion of on-
going projects under the Pakistan 
National Commission for UNESCO 
(PNCU). The direction was giv-
en during a briefing given to the 
minister by senior officials of the 
education ministry on the working 
of PNCU , said a press release is-
sued here. He was informed about 
the on-going projects that include 
UNESCO emergency funding pro-

gram - finalized with Government 
of GB in October 2022 for rehabil-
itation of damaged schools in Di-
amer district, Malala Funds - Trust 
for Girls’ Right to Education Pro-
gram in Pakistan, “Rehabilitation of 
Street Children through Football” 
ICESCO, Training of non-formal 
basic education community schools 
teachers, ICESCO and WASH Pro-
gram awareness of cleanliness in 
school children, health hygiene, 
ICESCO. The senior officials of the 
ministry also attended the meeting. 
(APP)

MULTAN: Children Complex held 
7th annual scientific symposium 
workshop on “Developmental 
Assessment” about kids mental 
and physical growth in different 
phases. The workshop was con-
ducted by Department of Devel-
opmental, Behavioral Pediatrics 
under the supervision of Dean 
Children Complex, Dr Kashif 

Chishti. Dr Ehsan ullah and Dr 
Irum Afzal delivered lectures on 
different diseases of the kids ow-
ing to improper metal and physical 
growth. 
The event was attended by faculty 
members, PGR’s and medical offi-
cers of the hospital.Through vid-
eos both the medics explained dif-
ferent phases of the growth. (APP)

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary 
Science and IT, Law and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Dr. Rubaba Khan Bule-
di on Tuesday said that 2.5 million 
anti-malaria doses donated by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
for flood-hit areas will be received 
in a week. 
“There is an alarming surge in the 
cases of malaria in Balochistan 
mainly in the flood hit-areas,” she 
said during a meeting with WHO 
Balochistan chief Dr Asfandyar Shi-

rani here at her office. While laud-
ing the WHO role in Balohcistan Dr. 
Rubaba said that the support of the 
World Health Organization in the 
flood-affected areas was of signifi-
cant importance. On the reports of 
non-availability of malaria drugs 
from most areas of flood-affected 
districts, the World Health Organi-
zation has expressed its determina-
tion to supply drugs for the treat-
ment of malaria according to the 
needs. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: The COMSATS 
University Abbottabad, in its con-
vocation on Tuesday, awarded de-
grees to 1,243 graduates, includ-
ing 26 PhDs. A total of 48 students 
were awarded medals for excellent 
academic performance throughout 
their stay in the university. COM-
SATS University Islamabad Rector 

Professor Dr Muhammad Tabasim 
Afzal, while addressing the cer-
emony as chief guest, congratu-
lated the graduating students and 
thanked the Managing Director of 
COMSATS University Abbottabad 
campus Prof. Dr Muhammad Maruf 
Shah for holding such a remarkable 
ceremony. (APP)

Kashmiris scripting new history 
 of resistance, bravery: speakers

Cop shot dead in attack on polio team in Pishin

Haripur pape convict sent to jail for 20 years

Republic day of Kazakhstan celebrated

289 new dengue cases reported in Punjab

ECP announces elections schedule  
for LG reserved seats in Balochistan

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a sem-
inar organized by the Kashmir In-
stitute of International Relations 
(KIIR) on Tuesday paying tributes 
to Kashmiris for their decades-long 
struggle said that Kashmiris have 
been scripting a new history of re-
sistance that will continue to in-
spire those who believe in freedom, 
justice and equality. The seminar 
held to mark Kashmiris’ resilience 
against 75 years of India’s illegal 
occupation was attended and ad-
dressed by Kashmiri leaders hailing 
from both sides of the line of control 
including KIIR chairman Altaf Hus-
sain Wani, Sardar Atique Ahmed 

Khan Former AJK Prime Minister. 
Ms. Massrat Zahra MNA , Shah 
Ghulam Qadir President PMLN 
AJK, Ambassador Mumtaz Zahra 
Bloch , Ershad Madmood , executive 
Director CPDR, Mrs Shamim Shwal 
senior APHC leader, Youth Activist 
Shahzad Khan, patriot Singer Zu-
haib Zaman and others, said a press 
release here Tuesday. Addressing 
the seminar speakers said, “Over 
the past 75 years, the people of the 
Indian-occupied territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir have been braving the 
brunt of repression at the hands of 
Indian army backed by draconian 
laws”. (APP)

QUETTA: A cop was shot dead on 
Tuesday in an attack on polio team 
in Pishin district of Balochistan, po-
lice confirmed. The incident took 
place at Killi Mirzai near Killi Trat 
Teh. According to details, unknown 
persons opened fire at polio team, 
killing police Head Constable Mu-

hammad Hashim on the spot. The 
victim was resident of Killi Pankai, 
Tehsil Barshor. The polio team re-
mained safe in the incident. The 
body was shifted to DHQ Hospital, 
Pishin and then shifted to the Civ-
il Hospital, Quetta for postmortem. 
(APP)

HARIPUR: District and Session 
Judge Haripur Asghar Ali Tuesday 
sent a convicted to jail for 20 years 
after he was proven guilty of rap-
ing a 9-year-old girl at Haripur and 
a fine of one million has also been 
imposed on him. According to the 
verdict, the convicted Sohail was 
sentenced to 20 years of jail and 
imposed one million rupees fine in 
two cases where in the first case un-
der section 377/B the accused was 

awarded 15 years of jail and one 
million rupees fine while in the sec-
ond case under section 53 of Child 
Protection Act the accused was sen-
tenced 5 years jail. After the court 
verdict, the plaintiff’s lawyer and 
PPP leader Gulnaz Rasheed Advo-
cate while talking to the media said 
that the court’s decision against a 
heinous crime of child abuse would 
play a vital role in the protection of 
our children and save society. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The embassy of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan here on Tues-
day organized a diplomatic reception 
to celebrate the “Republic Day of Ka-
zakhstan.” In his welcoming speech, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan to Pakistan, Yerzhan Kis-
tafin, highlighted the importance of 
the 30th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. The ambassador 
also spoke about the history of the 
Republic Day of Kazakhstan and the 
President of the Republic of Kazakh-

stan, K. Tokayev’s initiatives. At the 
ceremony, Chief guest, Minister of 
State for Petroleum Musadik Malik, 
said Pakistan and Kazakhstan en-
joyed brotherly relations. There were 
tremendous opportunities that stand 
untapped, he said, adding both the 
countries were working to enhance 
trade volume and people-to-people 
exchanges. He also emphasized the 
importance of relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Pakistan and the need 
for further progressive development. 
(APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Primary and Sec-
ondary Healthcare Department 
(P&SHD) Secretary Irshad Ahmad 
said that 289 new dengue cases were 
reported in Punjab during the last 
24 hours. In a statement issued here 
on Tuesday, he said that 142 den-
gue cases were reported in Lahore, 
48 in Multan , 40 in Rawalpindi, 29 
in Gujranwala, six in Kasur, four in 
Sargodha, three each in Attock and 
Nankana Sahib, two each in Muzaf-
fargarh, Bahawalpur and Bahawal-

nagar, one each in Pakpattan, Khu-
shab, Rajanpur, Dera Ghazi Khan, 
Sahiwal, Chakwal, Khanewal, and 
Sialkot. He said that a total of 13, 455 
dengue virus cases had been report-
ed so far during the current year. He 
added that no death was reported 
during the last 24 hours whereas 16 
people died of the virus in the cur-
rent year so far. The P&SHD secre-
tary said that 1,045 patients were un-
der treatment in different hospitals 
of the province. (APP)

QUETTA: The Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday an-
nounced the elections schedule for 
the reserved seats of the local gov-
ernment in Balochistan. “The polling 
for the reserved seats in 32 districts 
of Balochistan will be held on De-
cember 14,” said the ECP Baloch-
istan Spokesman, Naeem Ahmed. 
He said that the ECP was all set to 
hold polls for the reserved seats in-
cluding women, peasants, workers 
and minorities in all Union Councils, 
Municipal Corporations and Munic-
ipal Committees of 32 districts of 
the province, except District Quetta, 
Lasbela, Hub and Municipal Com-
mittee Harmzai in District Pishin. 

As per the schedule, nomination pa-
pers will be received from the can-
didates from November 7-9, and the 
preliminary list of candidates will 
be released on November 10. The 
nomination papers of the candidates 
will be scrutinized from November 
11-14. “Appeals against acceptance 
or rejection of nomination papers 
by the returning officers can be filed 
from November 15-17,” he further 
said, adding that on which the appel-
late authority would make decisions 
by November 22, following which 
the candidates would be allotted the 
election symbols. The final list of 
candidates will be released on No-
vember 25. (Agencies)

Two pickpockets 
women caught

Robbers loot house

Body found

4-day Baba Farid  
free eye camps held

31 criminals held

Two crushed to death

FAISALABAD: Two pickpockets 
women were caught red handed 
from Allied hospital by the security 
staff here on Tuesday. A spokesper-
son to the hospital Dr Ammad Ayyub 
said that the women were involved 
in depriving several citizens of 
their valuables including cash, cell 
phones.The accused women were 
handed over to police concerned. 
Police recovered blades from them 
and launched investigation.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Three robbers 
looted cash worth hundreds of 
thousands of rupees with jewelry 
after leaving a household woman 
critically injured when she put up 
resistance, police said. Robbery oc-
curred in broad daylight at 11.00 am 
on Tuesday. As per the detail, three 
armed robbers broke into the home 
of Irfan Bhutta, located in the subur-
ban area of the city. They took away 
cash reportedly worth one million 
rupees with gold ornaments. In the 
meantime, they hit a woman named 
Razia Bibi, 30, with the butt of a 
pistol when she tried to resist while 
putting off her earrings.(APP)

SARGODHA: The body of a man was 
found from limits of Sajid Shaheed 
Police here on Tuesday. According to 
police, the man was tortured to death 
by unidentified accused and threw 
thebody near Chungi No 9. Police 
started investigation after shifting 
the body to the District Headquarters 
Hospital. (APP)

KARACHI: Haji Razzak Janoo Me-
morial Trust organized Baba Far-
id free laser eye surgery camps in 
collaboration with Pakistan Navy 
at Gwadar and Ormara for 2 days 
at each site from October 20 to 24. 
Federal Minister for education, 
Rana Tanveer Hussain, Commander 
Coast Rear Admiral Javed Iqbal and 
COMWEST, Rear Admiral Imtiaz 
Ali also visited the camps. During 
these camps 800 patients were giv-
en free treatment in OPDs, whereas 
192 latest surgeries were done by 
prominent eye surgeons of Paki-
stan. (APP)

MULTAN: Police claimed on Tues-
day to have arrested 31 criminals 
besides recovering drugs and ille-
gal weapons from their possession 
during separate raids conducted 
across the district in the last 24 
hours. In line with special directives 
of the City Police Officer (CPO) 
Khurram Shahzad Haider, the po-
lice launched a crackdown against 
criminals and arrested a notorious 
proclaimed offender wanted by po-
lice in different cases. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Two persons 
were crushed to death while an-
other sustained serious injuries 
in a collision between tractor-trol-
ley and motorcycle-rickshaw near 
Khanpur Baga Sher at Muzaffar-
garh-Jhangroad on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to Rescue-1122 sources, 
receiving information through the 
emergency helpline 1122 about 
the collision of a speeding trac-
tor-trolley and motorcycle-rick-
shaw, the rescue department dis-
patched two ambulances to the 
site. (APP)

South Korean companies donate $800,000 to flood victims
ISLAMABAD: The Korea Water Re-
sources Corporation (K-Water) do-
nated one hundred thousand dollars 
to Pakistan to support the ongoing 
flood relief efforts, making the total 
contribution of Korea’s private sec-
tor to $800,000. After the donation 
of the Korean companies, South Ko-
rea’s total contributions increased 
to $ 2.8 million. A handing-over cer-
emony for this donation was held 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MOFA) and attended by the Am-

bassador of the Republic of Korea, 
Suh Sangpyo, the Representative/
Chief Executive Officer of Star Hy-
dro K-Water Pakistan, Bong Rok Oh, 
the Director General (EAP) Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Aamer Ahmed 
Atozai, and senior officials of the 
concerned authorities. On this occa-
sion, ambassador Suh Sangpyo stat-
ed that the government companies 
and the people of Korea have always 
stood by the people of Pakistan. He 
added that the donations from the 

Korean government have exceeded 
two million dollars, and the dona-
tions from private sector and NGOs 
were also exceeding eight hundred 
thousand dollars, bringing the to-
tal contributions by Korea to over 
2.8 million dollars. The DG (EAP) 
Aamer Ahmed Atozai expressed his 
gratitude to the ambassador and the 
representative of K-Water for the 
generous donation and that this do-
nation will bring much needed relief 
to the flood affectees. (Agecncies)
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High level judicial commission to probe Arshad Sharif ‘s killing: PM
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday said that 
a high level judicial commission 
would be formed to hold a “trans-
parent”  investigation into the kill-
ing of senior journalist Arshad 
Sharif. The prime minister, in a 
video message from Saudi Arabia 
where he is visiting to attend Fu-
ture Investment Initiaitve Summit, 
said the government would request 
the Islamabad High Court to desig-
nate a judge for the purpose.  The 

matter for the formation of a judi-
cial commission would also be ta-
bled before the federal cabinet for 
endorsement, he added.  The prime 
minister calling the murder of Ar-
shad Sharif “highly condemnable” 
assured that the facts of the probe 
would be brought to the nation. He 
said prior to his departure to Saudi 
Arabia, he had telephoned Kenyan 
President William Rotu and had 
urged him to hold fair investigation 
besides playing his role for swift re-

patriation of deceased journalist’s 
body. The prime minister said the 
Kenyan president had expressed 
his grief over the tragic incidnet 
and assured his all out support in 
this regard. Later in a tweet, the 
prime minister said, “I have decid-
ed to form a Judicial Commission 
to hold an inquiry into the killing 
of journalist Arshad Sharif in order 
to determine the facts of the tragic 
incident in a transparent & conclu-
sive manner.” (APP)

ANF arrests three  
drug peddlers

Musical night held

Seven arrested

3 members  
gang nabbed

IGP inaugurates  
police vision project

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) Tuesday recovered 780 
grams of Ice and 84 kg of hashish 
after arresting three drug peddlers 
in two different operations. Accord-
ing to an ANF spokesperson, ice 
was recovered from Saifullah, a res-
ident of Sialkot, at Lahore Interna-
tional Airport. He was proceeding to 
Jeddah by flight number PA-472. In 
another operation, he said the force 
arrested two suspects namely Khair 
Muhammad from Jhang and Imran 
from Quetta, near Highway Gadani 
and Lasbela, and recovered hashish 
from their car.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: A musical night was 
organized at the Punjab Arts Coun-
cil (PAC) to entrain the residents of 
the twin cities here. Director of Arts 
Council Waqar Ahmed and Drama 
Writer Naheed Manzoor were the 
chief guests at the event. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Naheed said 
that Pakistani singers have given 
Pakistan a cultural identity abroad 
through their classical music. 
Ahmed said PAC always provided a 
platform for new talent, adding, stu-
dents of the arts council were pro-
moting the name of the institution 
across the country. (APP)

SARGODHA: The police on Tues-
day arrested seven drug pushers 
and recovered narcotics from their 
possession during a crackdown. A 
police spokesman said Sadar police 
arrested Muhammad Usman, Mu-
hammad Shoaib Faisal and Abdul 
Manan with hashish. Meanwhile, 
Sillanwali police arrested Aslam, 
Abdul Rehman and Muhammad 
Noumanbesides recovering liquor. 
Police registered separate cases 
against the accused. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The police arrested 
three members gang who shot dead 
man during robbery in the jurisdic-
tion of Wah Cantt police station, in-
formed police spokesman here on 
Tuesday. The police also recovered 
weapons used in the crime and 2 
mobile phones from their posses-
sion. The arrested accused were 
identified as Shehzad Akhtar, Tau-
qeer and Nadeem Akhtar. The ac-
cused entered the house two weeks 
ago and shouted at the family to 
open the door from the window. Af-
ter breaking the door, the accused 
snatched gold ornaments, cash and 
mobile phones. After hearing the 
noise, Ijaz Umar Khan owner of the 
house was shot and killed by the ac-
cused. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Inspector General Pun-
jab Police Faisal Shahkar inaugurated 
a police vision project here on Tues-
day. Under this project, all sections 
of the Faisalabad police and police 
divisions have been digitalized. This 
project will be extended to other dis-
tricts of the Punjab province. Regional 
Police Officer Dr Moeen Masood, City 
Police Officer Umar Saeed Malik, and 
heads of different departments were 
present on the occasion. The IG Police 
also visited different sections of the 
police project including police martyrs 
gallery, Incharge room, monitoring 
room, conference room. He appreci-
ated the police vision project and said 
that it would be linked to police head-
quarters. (APP)

Sh Rashid calls out Bilawal for speaking 
against state institutions

Kashmir solution must for regional peace: Speakers

ECP moves SC against suspension of  
show-cause notice to Imran Khan

DC for assigning medical specialist,  
cardiologist for Timergara jail inmates

19 Killed, 1,169 injured in 1,107 accidents in Punjab

Education department, EMA to play role  
in quality education: Tariq Marwat

HTVs not allowed to enter city  
during restricted hours

President launches commercial helicopter 
flight service in AJK to promote tourism

Pakistan envoy, Canadian minister discuss 
strengthening bilateral partnership

Targeting $100b exports in 5 years vital  
to address financing issues: Ahsan Iqbal

Women in Nuclear Science & Technology  
honoured at PNS special session

Over 0.4m children to get anti-polio drops: DC

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim 
League Pakistan (AMLP) leader 
Sheikh Rashid on Tuesday called out 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chair-
man and Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zaradari for speaking against 
the state institutions. Taking to Twit-
ter, he said that speaking against the 
state institutions in presence of min-
isters is questionable. He said that 

politics is filled with people who are 
just greedy for power. Former Inte-
rior Minister Rashid went on to say 
that justice has been ignored when 
criminal laws are made. He said that 
no help will be given on these re-
quested foreign visits. He said that 
foreign exchange reserves are de-
creasing rapidly while false hopes of 
investments are useless. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a Grand 
National Dialogue meeting urged 
on Tuesday that without a solution 
to the longstanding Kashmir dispute 
there will be no peace and develop-
ment in the region. The discussion 
was organised by the India Study 
Center (ISC) at the Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies Islamabad. The key-
note speaker for the discussion was 

Ambassador Aziz Ahmed Khan. Fol-
lowing his remarks, a lively discus-
sion was held regarding the topic. 
Participating discussants included 
Altaf Hussain Wani, Chairman of the 
Kashmir Institute of International 
Relations, and Dr. Asma Shakir Kha-
waja, Executive Director of Centre 
for International Strategic Studies, 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on Tues-
day challenged the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) verdict to suspend the 
show-cause notice against Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman 
Imran Khan in the Supreme Court 
(SC). ECP challenged the interim 
order to suspend the show cause 
notice issued to Imran Khan in 
connection with the proceedings of 
the derogatory remarks against the 
electoral watchdog. In the petition 
filed in the Supreme Court, it has 
been said that the Election Commis-
sion is a constitutional body, which 

has issued notices to Imran Khan 
and PTI leaders Asad Umar and 
Fawad Chaudhary as per the law. 
The show cause notices were issued 
after not getting a satisfactory re-
sponse from the three persons, it 
said. It was further stated that Sec-
tion 10 of the Election Act is not con-
flicting with Articles 175 and 204.An 
attempt was made to reduce the au-
thority of the Election Commission 
by the interim order of the Lahore 
High Court (LHC). ECP requested in 
the petition that the interim order of 
September 21 of LHC be annulled. 
(Agencies)

DIR LOWER: Deputy Commissioner 
Zubair Khan Niazi here on Tuesday 
presided over an oversight commit-
tee meeting at District Jail Timerga-
rah and inquired about routine med-
ical examination of the prisoners. 
The meeting was held at district Jail 
Timergara where Superintendent of 
Jail, Amin Shoaib briefed the DC re-
garding different services for the in-
mates. The DC directed deployment 

of a medical specialist, dental sur-
geon, cardiologist and a psychologist 
for providing healthcare services to 
the inmates. He also directed to hire 
the services of a religious scholar 
and a motivational speaker to teach 
morality to the prisoners. On the oc-
casion, the DC listened to the prob-
lems being faced by the inmates and 
released thirteen prisoners involved 
in crimes of minor nature. (APP)

LAHORE: At least 19 people were 
killed while 1,169 others sustained 
injuries in 1,107 road traffic acci-
dents in Punjab during the last 24 
hours. Out of the total injured, 637 
people were seriously injured who 
were shifted to different hospitals, 
whereas, 532 minor injured vic-
tims were treated at the incident 
site by rescue medical teams, said a 
spokesperson for Rescue 1122 here 
on Tuesday. The analysis showed 
that 569 drivers, 37 underage driv-
ers, 120 pedestrians, and 499 pas-

sengers were among the victims of 
these road accidents. The statistics 
showed that 292 accidents were re-
ported in Lahore which affected 308 
people placing the provincial capi-
tal at top of the list followed by 81 
Gujranwala in with 70 victims and 
at third Multan with 76 accidents 
and 86 victims. As many as, 987 mo-
torcycles, 71 rickshaws, 118 cars, 
26 vans, 12 buses, 29 trucks and 
102 other vehicles and slow-mov-
ing carts were involved in aforesaid 
road accidents. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Tariq Salam 
Marwat on Tuesday urged to ensure 
quality education in all schools and 
guarantee a better environment 
for education. He expressed these 
views while presiding over a meet-
ing of the District Steering Com-
mittee of the Education Depart-
ment. DMO Education Monitoring 
Authority (EMA) Tehmas Khan 
reviewed the performance of the 
previous Steering Committee and 
the implementation of the minutes 
and briefed the meeting. The DC 
directed the Education Department 
regarding the provision of facilities 
in schools. He issued instructions 

to DEO males and females regard-
ing the improvement of education 
and the provision of basic essential 
facilities in schools. 
He further said in the absence 
from duty department should take 
action against teachers of BPS 16 
and above scale, regarding the pro-
vision of clean drinking water and 
other facilities in all schools, the 
Department of Education should 
ensure through PTC funds and con-
ditional grants. The provision of 
quality education and facilities to 
the children is the first priority of 
the district administration and all 
possible support will be provided in 
this regard. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Chief Traffic Officer 
(CTO), Rawalpindi, Naveed Irshad on 
Tuesday said that the entry of heavy 
traffic vehicles (HTVs) in the city 
during restricted hours was complete-
ly banned in order to prevent accidents 
and improve the integrated traffic 
system. The CTO said that the HTVs 
caused massive traffic jams and would 
not be allowed to enter the city during 
day time. Strict action would be taken 
against every vehicle causing obstruc-
tion to the flow of traffic, he added. 

He urged the road users, particularly 
public transport drivers to follow traf-
fic rules, adding that an awareness 
campaign was started to acquaint peo-
ple with traffic laws, while inculcating 
better traffic sense among them. “The 
Traffic education Wing has been mak-
ing efforts to create awareness so that 
road journeys be made safe,” the CTO 
added. He said the police was making 
efforts to maintain traffic discipline on 
highways and involving the communi-
ty in curbing traffic violations. (APP)

BAGH: President Dr Arif Alvi on 
Tuesday launched the commercial 
helicopter flight operations of Kash-
mir Air in Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) as part of an effort to 
promote tourism in the region. The 
president, addressing the launching 
ceremony of Kashmir Air, at Bagh, 
said the AJK was blessed with im-
mense natural beauty and tourism 
potential, and the private sector 
should come forward to develop 
AJK’s tourism sector to realize its 
fullest potential. Kashmir Air is a 
private company that is going to 
start commercial helicopter flights 

to AJK and northern areas of Paki-
stan for the transportation of tour-
ists. During his day-long stay in the 
AJK, the president launched the 
helicopter flight service, visited a 
newly established high-end private 
school, and the flagship campus of a 
healthcare Information Technology 
company at Bagh, and was briefed 
on the establishment of a hospital at 
Abbaspur. The president urged the 
AJK government to promote sus-
tainable and environment-friend-
ly tourism, besides evolving tour-
ism-friendly policies for facilitating 
private-sector investment. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan High Com-
missioner to Canada Zaheer A. Jan-
jua on Tuesday met the Canadian 
Minister of Housing, Diversity and 
Inclusion Ahmed Hussen and dis-
cussed the issues of mutual interest. 
The Canadian minister called the 
meeting with the high commission-
er as a productive discussion during 
which many ways were discussed to 

strengthen Canada and Pakistan’s 
friendship and people-to-people ties 
between both countries. High Com-
missioner Zaheer Janjua thanked the 
Canadian minister for receiving him 
in his office and for subsequent pro-
ductive discussion between them for 
further strengthening what he called 
multidimensional partnership be-
tween Pakistan and Canada. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister of Planning, 
Development, and Special Mea-
sures, Professor Ahsan Iqbal on 
Tuesday said that there is a need to 
increase domestic exports from $30 
billion to $100 billion in the next 
five years to cope with the external 
financial needs of the country. He 
said the annual funding require-
ments for Pakistan’s development 
programme were over Rs 1900 
billion, however the government 
could manage to set aside only Rs 
700 billion for the current financial 
year due to financial constraints in 
the ongoing fiscal year.The Feder-
al Minister expressed these views 
while briefing a meeting of the Na-
tional Assembly Standing Commit-
tee on Planning presided over by 
Khalid Magsi. The minister said that 
the PML-N government gave Vision 

2010 and then Vision 2025 during 
its tenure, but the previous govern-
ment failed to approve the five-year 
plan. He further said that the for-
mer government kept calling every-
one thieves, and it angered China 
by accusing the friendly country 
of expensive projects. “We are now 
restoring China’s confidence, and 
the government is all set to hold 
11th meeting of Pakistan-China 
Joint Coordination Committee on 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).” Ahsan Iqbal added that 
the whole government was running 
on borrowing as the tax and non-
tax revenues of the federal govern-
ment would be Rs 9000 billion this 
year, out of which Rs 4000 billion 
would go to the provinces, and Rs 
4000 billion would be spent on pay-
ing debts. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Women in the field 
of Nuclear Science and Technol-
ogy were honoured during a spe-
cial session ‘Women in Nuclear 
(WiN) Pakistan’ on the second day 
of three-day conference ‘Applica-
tions of Nuclear Techniques for 
Sustainable Socioeconomic De-
velopment’, being held here. The 
session, organized by the Pakistan 
Nuclear Society (PNS) on Tuesday, 
aimed at empowering the women 
scientists in the field of nuclear sci-
ence and technology by celebrating 
their achievements. Addressing the 
event, the chief guest, Ex-Director 

of CTC Naseem Bhatti lauded the 
role of women in the field of nucle-
ar science and technology saying 
that the field had a lot of opportuni-
ties for women which needed to be 
explored, especially by the future 
generations. She said that the field 
of nuclear science and technology 
was once considered a no go area 
for women, “but now a lot of wom-
en are exploring this field due to 
the vast exposure.” Earlier in her 
welcome address, Dr Ismat Fati-
ma from Pakistan Nuclear Society 
highlighted the role of WIN forum. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Over 400,000 chil-
dren under the age of five would 
receive anti-polio drops during the 
week-long drive commenced on the 
other day, deputy commissioner, Is-
lamabad Irfan Nawaz Memon said 
on Tuesday. “Multiple teams are 
deployed at toll plazas, bus stands, 
hospitals, schools, parks and oth-
er areas so that no child would be 
missed during the immunization 
campaign,” he told APP, adding 
that all-out efforts would be made 
to achieve the set target. Similarly, 
teams were visiting door-to-door to 
administer anti-polio drops to the 
children. The performance of teams 
were being monitored on daily basis 
to make the campaign successful. “If 

a child miss vaccine during first day 
it was marked and kept on priority 
for the very next day,” he elaborat-
ed. The additional deputy commis-
sioner and assistant commission-
ers, he said were paying visits to 
high risk areas to guide the field 
staff to ensure coverage of refusal 
cases on priority. He said the assis-
tant commissioners were tasked to 
inspect the performance of polio 
workers and effective coordination 
with health teams participating in 
the drive in their respective juris-
dictions. He appealed to parents to 
cooperate with the teams in admin-
istering drops to their children for 
their healthy life and for making 
Pakistan a polio-free country. (APP)
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Pakistan’s Fly Jinnah to start operations by Nov 1 

Egypt to develop new currency indicator to wean people off US dollar

FBR sets new tax collection record

Rain, sunshine boosts Ivory Coast’s main cocoa crop Japan plans Silicon Valley support centre for startups

HSBC says pre-tax profit fell to US$3.1b in Q3

ISLAMABAD: Just days after re-
ceiving its air operator’s certificate 
and operating license, Fly Jinnah 
has confirmed its initial domestic 
network and rolled out its launch 
plans. Starting 1 November, the 
airline will commence scheduled 
passenger services from its Kara-
chi base to each of Lahore, Quet-
ta, Peshawar, and Islamabad. The 
startup, a joint venture between the 
Lakson Group and Air Arabia (G9, 
Sharjah), is using three A320-200s 
sourced from Air Arabia. According 

to a statement issued by Fly Jinnah, 
twice-daily flights between Karachi 
and Islamabad, Karachi and La-
hore, and daily flights between Ka-
rachi and Peshawar will commence 
on 1 November, while four times 
a week roundtrip flights between 
Karachi and Quetta will start on 2 
November. (Agencies)

CAIRO: Egypt will develop a new 
currency indicator partly to wean 
people off the idea that the Egyptian 
pound should be pegged to the US 
dollar, the new central bank governor 
said on Sunday. Hassan Abdalla, ap-
pointed in August, told an economic 
conference that the central bank was 
also working to introduce currency 
hedging and had already finished 
futures contracts as it revamps its 

currency trading system. The indi-
cator would be based on a basket of 
several currencies and possibly gold, 
he said. “It is for the sake of the idea 
of pegging — and I’m not talking 
about the price, I’m speaking about 
the idea,” he said. “America is not my 
major trading partner. I don’t know 
why people are always fixated on the 
dollar. “Part of our success will be in 
changing the culture and idea that 

we are pegged. We want to be seen 
against every currency.” The Egyp-
tian pound had been virtually fixed at 
about 15.70 pounds against the dol-
lar for 18 months before the Ukraine 
crisis triggered a flight of billions of 
dollars out of Egyptian treasuries in a 
matter of weeks, prompting the cen-
tral bank to devalue the currency in 
March and let it gradually weaken 
since then. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) attained a new record 
by collecting Rs2 trillion in revenue col-
lection. Chairman FBR Asim Ahmed 
while appreciating the performance 
of FBR, expressed optimism that the 
institution will achieve the tax targets 
set for the current FY-2022-23. The tax 

collection target is set at Rs7.4 trillion 
by the government in the budget for the 
current financial year (2022-23). The 
FBR crossed the revenue collection fig-
ure of Rs2 trillion, a month earlier than 
last year, said Ahmed. Last year, the 
FBR reached the tax collection target of 
Rs2,000 billion in November. (Agencies)

ABIDJAN: A mix of above-average 
rainfall and sunshine in most of Ivo-
ry Coast’s cocoa-growing regions 
last week is expected to boost yields 
as harvests pick up for the Octo-
ber-to-March main crop, farmers 
said on Monday. The world’s top co-
coa producer is nearing the end of its 
rainy season, which runs from April 
to mid-November. Several farmers 
across the country said harvests were 
picking up and that plenty of beans 
had started leaving the bush. Many 
trees had well-formed pods that will 
be harvested in January, they added. 
This rainy season’s last downpours, 
broken up with sunny spells, will help 

boost small pods for February and 
March harvests. “Everywhere, farm-
ers in villages are drying many cocoa 
beans. The quality is good because of 
the sun,” said Arsene Tano, who farms 
near the central region of Yamoussou-
kro, where 68.8 millimetres (mm) of 
rain fell last week, 46.5 mm above the 
five-year average. (Agencies)

TOKYO: The Japanese government 
will open an office in Silicon Valley 
to lend a hand to fledgling compa-
nies started by Japanese entrepre-
neurs. The new centre will offer sup-
port to businesses looking to expand 
abroad and serve as a hub for talent 
networks. The government also en-
visions venture capital firms and for-
eign companies using the facility to 
connect with Japanese startups. Of-
fices may be established later in other 
cities as well. Such programmes are 
becoming more common in other 
countries. South Korea, for example, 
has four facilities in locations includ-
ing Silicon Valley and Washington, 

offering talent training programmes 
and venues for dialogue with poten-
tial investors. In addition to the new 
centre, Tokyo will expand a plan to 
send 1,000 entrepreneurs abroad 
within five years. Possibilities include 
sending participants to Silicon Valley 
and other destinations, such as New 
York, Boston, Singapore or Israel, 
based on their plans. The programme 
will be opened up to university and 
technical college students. Japan is 
also preparing a new subsidy for pro-
grammes that provide technical and 
business guidance from experts in IT 
fields, such as professors and compa-
ny leaders. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: HSBC on Tues-
day said pre-tax profit slipped in 
the third quarter of this year, with 
the bank citing an impairment on 
the planned disposal of its retail 
banking operations in France. The 
Asia-focused lending giant said pre-
tax profit fell by US$2.3 billion to 
US$3.1 billion while reported reve-
nue dipped 3% to US$11.6 billion. In 
a statement to the Hong Kong stock 
exchange, HSBC said it was look-
ing to sell its French retail arm “as 
part of our actions to simplify our 
operations in continental Europe”. 
“Upon classification to held for 
sale, we recognised an impairment 

of US$2.4 billion,” the bank added, 
saying it hoped the sale would go 
through in the second half of 2023. 
The statement added the bank was 
also “exploring the potential sale” of 
its Canadian division. The earnings 
report also detailed the tough glob-
al economic climate international 
banks are facing. (Agencies)

EU deal to see NatWest 
launch UK FinTech business

Turkey expects delay in 
Russian gas payments

LONDON: NatWest is to launch a 
banking-as-a-service business into 
the UK market as part of a strate-
gic partnership with Poland-based 
Vodeno Group. The partnership 
will enable businesses to embed 
financial services products such 
as payments, deposits, point-of-
sale credit and merchant cash ad-
vances directly in their ecosystem 
by leveraging the Vodeno Group’s 
BaaS technology, and NatWest 
Group’s banking technology and 
UK banking licences. NatWest 
Group has committed £115 million 
to establish the new UK entity. The 
high street bank will own 82% of 
that business, with Vodeno Tech-
Co holding the remaining minority 
interest. NatWest will additional-
ly invest £50m to take a minority 
interest – initially a 9.9% holding, 
increasing to 18% subject to cer-
tain conditions and approvals be-
ing met – in Vodeno Limited, which 
owns 100% of Vodeno TechCo and 
Aion Bank. Vodeno Group is ma-
jority owned by private equity gi-
ant Warburg Pincus.  “As a leading 
supporter of UK business, we are 
committed to investing in digital 
transformation to provide a sim-
pler and better banking experience 
for our customers,” said NatWest 
Group chief executive Alison Rose. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Turkish Minister of Fi-
nance and Treasury Nureddin Ne-
bati told the Financial Times that 
Ankara was expecting “good news” 
about a requested delay in some 
payments for Russian gas and the 
possibility of discounts on it. 
Ankara is seeking a decrease in 
Russian gas prices, given high vol-
umes of blue fuel it imports from 
the country, Nebati was cited as 
saying by the media outlet. Accord-
ing to the minister, Turkey has also 
asked Russian energy giant Gaz-
prom to delay payments for gas. 
(Agencies)

Oil gains as US dollar eases though demand fears linger
TOKYO: Oil prices rose on Tuesday 
as the US dollar eases against major 
peers but gains were limited by wor-
ries of slowing global fuel demand 
growth amid bearish economic data 
from key oil-importing economies 
such as China. International bench-
mark Brent crude futures gained 27 
cents to $93.53 per barrel by 0415 
GMT, after falling 0.3% in the previous 
session. U.S. West Texas Intermediate 
crude futures for December delivery 

rose 36 cents to $84.94 per barrel, af-
ter a previous decline of 0.6%. The U.S. 
dollar index edged lower in early trade, 

making dollar-denominated oil less ex-
pensive for other currency holders and 
helping push prices higher. However, 
signs of uncertain economic activity 
in the United States and China, the 
world’s two biggest oil consumers, lim-
ited the increase. “The intraday price 
swings aside, Brent and WTI futures 
are stuck in a relatively narrow band 
since Thursday,” said Vandana Hari, 
founder of oil market analysis provider 
Vanda Insights. (Agencies)

Australia asks its biggest investors to help fix housing crisis

Toyota scrambles for EV reboot with eye on Tesla

SYDNEY: Australia’s government is 
seeking to partner with the nation’s 
A$3.3 trillion (US$2.1 trillion) pen-
sions industry and other institution-
al investors to build more affordable 
rental housing. The government will 
spend A$350 million on helping to 
build 10,000 homes over five years 
from 2024, according to a statement 
released ahead of Tuesday’s federal 
budget. The funding aims to incen-
tivise some of the nation’s largest in-
vestors to back the projects by cov-
ering the gap between market and 
subsidised rents. “Relative to com-
parable countries, Australia has a 
low level of institutional investment 

in housing,” the government said in 
its National Housing Accord policy 
document. “At the same time, we 
have the world’s third largest pool 
of capital in our superannuation 
system, which is hungry for invest-
ments that will deliver stable returns 
over the long term for the benefit of 
members.” Sky-rocketing rents in 
one of the world’s frothiest housing 
markets mean many Australians are 
struggling to find somewhere suit-
able to live. Government data shows 
the national vacancy rate is at a re-
cord low of 0.9%, while advertised 
rents in capital cities soared 10.2% 
in the year through September. The 

government’s proposal defines af-
fordable housing as properties that 
are provided at below-market rent to 
qualifying tenants. It’s secured sup-
port from state and territory govern-
ments, according to the statement. 
The policy document said zoning, 
planning and land release would 
be “expedited” in locations around 
train stations and near education 
and training facilities, with reforms 
to make housing supply “more re-
sponsive to demand” over time. The 
plan “will align for the first time the 
efforts of all levels of government, 
institutional investors and the con-
struction sector. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Toyota (7203.T) is con-
sidering a reboot of its electric-car 
strategy to better compete in a 
booming market it has been slow 
to enter, and has halted some work 
on existing EV projects, four people 
with knowledge of the still-develop-
ing plans said. The proposals under 
review, if adopted, would amount to 
a dramatic shift for Toyota and re-
write the $38-billion EV rollout plan 
the Japanese automaker announced 
last year to better compete with the 
likes of Tesla (TSLA.O). A work-
ing group within Toyota has been 
charged with outlining plans by ear-
ly next year for improvements to its 

existing EV platform or for a new ar-
chitecture, the four individuals said. 
In the meantime, Toyota has sus-
pended work on some of the 30 EV 
projects announced in December, 
which according to the sources and 
a document reviewed by Reuters in-
clude the Toyota Compact Cruiser 
crossover and the battery-electric 
Crown. Toyota said it was commit-
ted to carbon neutrality but declined 
to comment on specific initiatives. 
“In order to achieve carbon neutral-
ity, Toyota’s own technology – as 
well as the work we are doing with 
a range of partners and suppliers 
– is essential,” the company said 

in response to questions from Re-
uters. The four sources declined to 
be identified because the plans have 
not been made public. The revamp 
under consideration could slow the 
rollout of EVs already on the draw-
ing board. But it would also give 
Toyota a chance to compete with a 
more efficient manufacturing pro-
cess, as industry-wide EV sales run 
past Toyota’s earlier projections. In 
addition, it would address criticism 
by green investors and environmen-
tal groups who argue that Toyota, 
once a darling of environmentalists, 
has been too slow to embrace EVs. 
(Agencies)

Novartis net profit down in Q3 amid restructuring

Belarus, Ethiopia discuss trade, economic cooperation
Rupee continues upward momentum against US dollar

 Iran, Turkey agree on new deals around gas shipments
ANKARA: National Iranian Gas Com-
pany (NIGC) has agreed on addition-
al deals with Turkey’s state-owned 
BOTAS Petroleum Pipeline Corpora-
tion on gas shipment to the regional 
nation, as stated by a senior represen-
tative with NIGC. National Iranian 
Gas Company Dispatching Director 
Mohammadreza Jolaei stated that 
some expert-level gatherings have 
been hosted among the two compa-
nies and new deals have been agreed 
on. As said by Jolaei, with the deals 

and coordination established among 
Iranian and Turkish gas representa-
tives, every technical, operational as 
well as executive procedures for ship-
ping Iranian gas to neighboring Tur-
key are going to be concluded within 
the upcoming six months. The stated 
procedures involve functioning strat-
egies, repairs and maintenance ser-
vices, cathodic protection, coverage 
of gas pipelines among Iran and Tur-
key, as well as renovation of Bazargan 
Station. (Agencies)

ZURICH: Swiss pharmaceutical gi-
ant Novartis on Tuesday reported 
a sharp drop in net profits in the 
third quarter, weighed down by the 
cost of restructuring. Novartis in 
a statement reported a 43 percent 
fall in third-quarter net profits to 
nearly $1.6 billion. Turnover fell by 
four percent to $12.5 billion on the 
strength of the US dollar but rose 
by four percent in local currency, 

it said. The company in April an-
nounced a major reorganisation, 
notably by merging its pharmaceu-
tical and oncology divisions and 
separating its generic medicine 
branch, Sandoz. That division faced 
fierce price competition in the third 
quarter, particularly in the United 
States, but its turnover climbed 
by four percent in local currency. 
(Agencies)

MINSK: Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Belarus to 
Kenya with concurrent accreditation 
to Ethiopia Pavel Vzyatkin met with 
Kassahun Gofe Balami, Minister of 
State for Foreign Trade of Ethiopia, 
on 24 October, BelTA learned from 
the Belarusian embassy. The parties 
discussed the state of mutual trade, 
and also promising areas and joint ini-

tiatives for the Belarusian-Ethiopian 
trade and economic cooperation. They 
also discussed the developmnet of the 
legal framework for the economic co-
operation between the two countries. 
A business forum has been launched 
in Addis Ababa. The forum is attended 
by Belarusian companies representing 
various sectors of the economy and 
educational institutions. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The Pakistani rupee con-
tinued its winning streak against the 
US dollar as the local unit gained 
91 paisas against the greenback in 
the interbank market on Tuesday, 
ARY News reported. According to 
the Forex Association of Pakistan 
(FAP), the greenback lost 91 paisas 
against the local currency in the in-
terbank market and currently trad-
ing at Rs220. The dollar is being 
sold between Rs226 to 229 in the 

open market, the forex dealers said. 
On Monday, the Pakistani rupee 
closed at Rs220.41, the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) said. (Agencies)

Apple issues new App 
store rules for crypto,  

NFT payments
NEW YORK: Apple Inc. updated its 
App Store guidelines Monday with 
new and clearer language explain-
ing its policy toward cryptocurren-
cy trading and non-fungible tokens. 
The Cupertino, California-based 
company has no issue with crypto 
exchanges or any other apps that 
allow the trading of digital tokens 
and currencies -- provided those ex-
changes have the requisite regional 
licenses to operate where the app 
is distributed. But in order for apps 
to sell NFTs and related services, 
they’ll have to go through Apple’s in-
app purchase systems and “may not 
include buttons, external links, or 
other calls to action that direct cus-
tomers to purchasing mechanisms 
other than in-app purchase.” The 
fight to funnel payments through 
Apple’s own payment system, justi-
fied by the iPhone. (Agencies)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

7Sports
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Wednesday 26 October 2022

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: What looks like bad news 
as the day begins will look like good 
news as the day ends, so stay positive 
and refuse to be swayed by the nega-
tive things that other people tell you. 
They have an agenda and want to 
make you fear the worst.
– TAURUS: If you want friends and 
loved ones to understand where you 
are coming from today you will have 
to spell it out for them in plain and 
simple language. Forget about trying 
to appeal to their emotions, every-
thing you say must sound reasonable 
and rational.
– GEMINI: If you want to get ahead 
on the work front you could not pick 
a batter day to let employers and se-
nior colleagues know who you are and 
what you can do. Don’t be too smart 
about it though – they’ll appreciate 
hard work more than intelligence.
– CANCER: This is potentially one of 
the best days of the year for you as a 
solar eclipse in the most creative area 
of your chart makes everything seem 
easy. Also, if you desire to change di-
rection professionally then now is the 
time to stop planning and start doing.
– LEO: Are other people talking about 
you behind your back? Maybe. Are 
they hoping you will make a mistake 
that they can take advantage of? Prob-
ably. Will you allow that to happen? Of 

course not. You’re a Leo and Leos al-
ways find ways to win.
– VIRGO: You may find it hard to be-
lieve that so many things are going 
well for you now but today’s solar 
eclipse suggests you are among the fa-
vored few both at home and at work. 
What would you do if you knew you 
could not fail? Do it now.
– LIBRA: Avoid trivial issues and 
avoid the kind of trivial people who 
take up a lot of your time for no rea-
son and no benefit to you personally. 
Finance-wise this is a great time to get 
more from your money. Make it work 
for you, not other people.  
– SCORPIO: Today’s solar eclipse in 
your sign will make you irresistible 
to some people and insufferable to 
others. As far as you are concerned 
you are on the side of the angels in 
everything you say and do – and your 
self-belief will make it a fact.
– SAGITTARIUS: Don’t delegate im-
portant tasks to other people – if you 
want them done right you must do 
them yourself. Ignore that nagging 
voice in the back of your mind that 
says you don’t have what it takes, be-
cause you have more talent than all 
the other signs added together.
– Capricorn: You need to get over the 
idea that someone you thought you 
could trust has betrayed you in some 
way. Not only is it untrue but if you 
waste your energy on negative feel-
ings you could miss out on an oppor-
tunity to do something wonderful.
– ACQUARIUS: A little bit of effort 
will go a very long way today, thanks 
to the influence of a solar eclipse in 
the career area of your chart. Never 
doubt that you are as good as the next 
guy and better than most. You DO 
have what it takes.
– PISCES: You don’t have to give up 
something of value in order to get 
something even more valuable to 
come into your life. Today’s hugely 
beneficial solar eclipse means you can 
have your cake and eat it over the next 
24 hours – in thick slices too!
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PTV launches App  
for T20 World Cup 

Filipino athlete misses  
2nd Guinness record

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Televi-
sion (PTV) has soft-launched its 
official over-the-top (OTT) Plat-
form known as “PTVFLIX.” OTT 
is a media service that is offered 
directly to viewers over the inter-
net. PTVFLIX has been developed 
by Z2C Limited, a Karachi-based 
communications company that 
aims to monetize entertainment, 
social, sports, and commerce. For 
the time being, PTVFLIX will only 
stream the matches of the ongoing 
T20 World Cup 2022 in HD quality. 
The application will target areas 
other than sports in the coming 
future. As for the sign-up experi-
ence, it is a pretty straightforward 
process. Where the user experi-
ence is concerned, the application 
offers an immersive experience as 
the video quality is HD and there 
are no ads and charges, although 
for the time being. (Agencies)

MANILA: Filipino athlete Ryan Alonzo 
has set a second Guinness World Re-
cord in the high-intensity activity of 
jump rope, the organisation said in Oc-
tober. Nicknamed “Skipman”, the 35-
year old completed 3,731 consecutive 
crossovers, which are done by cross-
ing the arms in and out while skipping 
over the rope as it goes around the 
body. The previous record was 2,405 
consecutive crossovers. Alonzo’s ear-
lier record was set in 2021, when he 
performed 40,980 double-under skips 
in 12 hours. That involves the rope 
passing around the body twice in a 
single jump. Endurance was a com-
mon factor in setting the two records, 
he said, crediting previous marathon 
training with helping him prepare 
both physically and mentally. Jump 
rope, or skipping, is usually used as 
a warm-up for other sports but some 
athletes around the world engage in 
the activity competitively. (Agencies)

Stage set for Arabian 
Gulf Cup draw

DOHA: Asian champions Qatar will 
know their group opponents at next 
year’s 25th Arabian Gulf Cup as 
stage is set for tournament’s draw to 
take place in Basra, Iraq today. The 
eight participating teams will be di-
vided into two groups for the Janu-
ary 6 to 19, 2023 tournament, with 
hosts Iraq and defending champions 
Bahrain leading the two pots in the 
draw. The other competing teams 
include Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman, 
Yemen and Kuwait. Qatar Football 
Association (QFA) President Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al 
Thani, who also heads the Arab Gulf 
Cup Football Federation (AGCFF) 
reached Basra yesterday and was 
received by Iraq’s Minister of Youth 
and Sports Adnan Dirjal and Gover-
nor of Basra Asaad Abdulameer Al 
Eidani. With organisers announcing 
the readiness to hold the draw cere-
mony. (Agencies)

Malaysia’s Lim targets top-25  
in Asia-Pacific Amateur Golf C’ship

Argentina’s ‘first fan’ reached Qatar six months early

Ukrainian gymnasts welcomed to Japan for training

Jake Paul vows to knock out Anderson Silva

Norway earns gold at World Shooting C’ship

UAE Badminton Federation signs cooperation agreement

Nadal to return at Paris Masters, says coach

CHONBURI: Malaysia’s Marcus Lim 
is targeting a top-25 finish in his sec-
ond appearance in the Asia-Pacific 
Amateur Championship (AAC) this 
week at Amata Spring Country Club. 
Going into the 13th edition of the 
AAC, the United States-based golfer 
looks to be in excellent form and has 
put together a string of good results 
over the past six months, including 
three wins on the Malaysian amateur 
circuit. Playing for the Sacred Heart 

University (SHU) ‘Pioneers’ golf 
team, Lim has also notched up six 
straight top-eight finishes on the U.S. 
collegiate circuit including victories in 
the Ryan T. Lee Memorial Collegiate 
in September and the Columbia Au-
tumn Invitational earlier this month. 
The AAC was created in 2009 as a 
joint initiative to develop the game by 
the Asia-Pacific Golf Confederation 
(APGC), the Masters Tournament 
and The R&A. (Agencies)

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina s self-
styled “first fan” Marcelo Martinez is 
so keen to see Lionel Messi and team 
mates at the World Cup that he ar-
rived in Qatar six months early. The 
first travelling Argentinian fan - and 
possibly the first visiting fan full stop 
- flew into Doha on May 3 with his 
blue-and-white wig, and has been 
having a blast ever since. “Wonder-
ful things have been happening,” 
said the 54-year-old lawyer, who has 
found plenty of Qataris and expatri-
ates sporting Argentina shirts. “They 
all love Messi and Argentina here.” 
Martinez hopes Messi will finally lift 
the trophy at his fifth and final World 

Cup finals after winning so many 
other accolades in the game. Mar-
tinez, having plenty of time on his 
hands, was able to serenade Argen-
tina s Angel Di Maria and Leandro 
Paredes when they visited Doha with 
Paris St Germain earlier this year. “I 
was in the door of the hotel waiting 
for them, with my Argentinian flag 
and wig. Someone came along and 
asked me what I was doing, took my 
number then offered me his house 
for two months, which ended up be-
ing three,” he said. “I didn t have to 
do anything, just look after his pets 
while he was travelling to Argenti-
na.” (Agencies)

TOKYO: The Japanese Gymnastics 
Association (JGA) has welcomed 
a 29-strong delegation from the 
Ukrainian Gymnastics Federation 
for a training camp in Takasaki. 
The delegation included 17 athletes, 
eight coaches and four support staff 
and the visit coincided with the coun-
try’s participation in the Aeon Cup 
in Tokyo. The 17-day camp includ-
ed training at the Takasaki Arena, a 
performance presentation from the 
Ukrainian team, and a joint training 
session with the Japanese national 
team that was open to the public and 
attended by 300 spectators. “I would 
like to express my sincere gratitude 
to Takasaki City for its cooperation 
to host the Ukraine rhythmic gym-
nastics team,” said JGA President 

Tadashi Fujita. Ukrainian governing 
bodies continue to receive support 
from the international community 
as the war with Russia, supported 
by Belarus, shows no sign of slowing 
down. The International Gymnastics 
Federation (FIG) Congress is now 
due to take place from November 11 
to 12 in Istanbul after being moved 
away from Sandefjord because of 
Norway’s refusal to host delegates 
from Russia and Belarus. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Jake Paul has vowed 
to knock out Anderson Silva once 
more in style, claiming that it will 
be the “knockout of the year” for 
boxing. When Tyron Woodley was 
knocked out in the sixth round of 
their rematch in December follow-

ing a lacklustre first encounter, the 
YouTuber-turned-boxer gave many 
fans what they considered to be the 
best stoppage of the year. Paul and 
his team are renowned for their in-
depth video research of opponents, 
and in a recently leaked training 
camp film from Showtime’s All 
Access series, he can be seen re-
peatedly viewing Silva vs. Chavez 
Jr. As Paul runs on a treadmill, he 
talks about what they saw in the 
performance with coaches Danny 
Smith and BJ Flores. “Knockout 
of the year incoming,” Paul can be 
heard saying in part of the footage. 
(Agencies)

OSLO: Norway’s Jenny Stene, who 
earned silver in the women’s 50 me-
tres rifle three positions event at the 
World Shooting Championships in 
Cairo, went one better today in the 
mixed team version of the discipline. 
At the International Shooting Sport 
Federation flagship event Stene, who 
earned her country a Paris 2024 quo-
ta spot in taking second place behind 
China’s Miao Wanru in the individual 
event, teamed up successfully with 
Simon Claussen.  As Norway 2 they 
defeated the Denmark 2 pairing of 
Stephanie Grundsoee and Steffen Ol-

sen 17-9 in the final. The bronze-med-
al match was won 16-0 by the Ger-
many 1 pairing of David Koenders 
and Anna Janssen, who overpowered 
their Switzerland 2 challengers Jan 
Lochbiler and Franziska Stark. China 
maintained their high level of success 
by taking gold in the 25m rapid fire 
pistol men’s team event, with Tokyo 
2020 individual bronze medallist Li 
Yuehong, Lu Zhiming and Zhang 
Jueming beating Ukraine’s trio of 
Maksym Horodynets, Pavlo Korosty-
lov and Denys Kushnirov 16-6 in the 
final. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Badminton Federation has 
signed cooperation agreements 
with strategic partners at an event in 
Dubai. The Sheikh Mana Bin Hash-
er Al Maktoum Medical Complex 
was announced as the federation’s 
medical partner, while the Xtra 
Sports Academy was announced as 
the organisation’s academy partner. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Sheikh Mana Bin Hasher Al 
Maktoum Medical Complex Dr Mo-
hamed Al-Masry said: “Through this 
association, we will be providing 
medical check-up, rehabilitation, 
medical intervention, pre-identifica-
tion, and assessment etc to the play-
ers before and during competitions. 
(Agencies)

PARIS: Rafa Nadal will return to com-
petition at next week’s Paris Masters 
before taking his place at the sea-
son-ending ATP Finals, coach Car-
los Moya said. Nadal has struggled 
with injuries this year, capturing his 
14th French Open title while playing 
with pain-killing injections to deal 
with a chronic foot injury and pulling 
out of Wimbledon due to an abdom-
inal problem. Following his defeat 
to Frances Tiafoe at the US Open in 
September he said he needed to “fix 
things” and was unsure about when 

he would play again. The Spaniard, 
who has won a men’s record 22 
Grand Slam titles, partnered Roger 
Federer in a doubles match at the La-
ver Cup last month before pulling out 
of the tournament. He also took time 
off for the birth of his first child with 
wife Mery Perello on October 8. Moya 
confirmed that Nadal would use the 
Masters 1000 event in Bercy, which 
the world number two has never won, 
as part of his preparations for the 
ATP’s finale in Turin from November 
13-20. (Agencies)

 Italy women’s Rugby World Cup forward banned 12 weeks for biting 

Captain Hazard ready to take Belgium all the way in football

WELLINGTON: Italian women’s 
rugby player Sara Tounesi has been 
suspended for 12 matches for biting 
an opponent during a World Cup 
match against Japan. Lock Tounesi 
appeared before a judicial committee 
on Monday charged with the offence 
which occurred during a match 
against Japan in Auckland last week-
end. Italy won the contest 21-8. The 
verdict was announced on Tuesday. 
The independent disciplinary com-
mittee was chaired by Christopher 
Quinlan, who was joined by judicial 
officer Brenda Heather-Latu of Sa-
moa and former All Blacks scrum-

half Ofisa Tonu’u. The committee 
said they had considered all of the 
evidence including from the victim, 

the player (Tounesi) and the video 
footage of the incident. “The com-
mittee concluded that the player bit 
a Japanese player which offence 
merited a red card and accordingly 
upheld the citing complaint. “The 
committee decided that the appro-
priate entry point was mid-range (18 
matches) but having regard to her 
mitigation, reduced the sanction to 
12 matches.” Tounesi will miss Ita-
ly’s first-ever World Cup quarter-fi-
nal against France on Saturday. The 
remainder of her suspension will be 
determined by the Italian team’s fu-
ture schedule. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Belgium skipper Eden 
Hazard said his country need to win 
the World Cup in Qatar to justify the  
golden generation  tag they have car-
ried for the past 10 years as they look 
to deliver the country s first major 
trophy. The 31-year-old Real Madrid 
forward has captained Belgium since 
2015 and will participate in his third 
World Cup, hoping to go further than 
their third place at Russia 2018. “I 
have to set the bar high. I’m going to 

try to do better than in 2018. It’ll be 
tough because that was already pretty 
good,” Hazard told the FIFA website. 
“I’m fortunate to be the captain of a 
great team and a big footballing na-
tion, and so we owe it to ourselves to 
have high expectations.” A generation 
of top players representing some of 
Europe s biggest clubs like Hazard, 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois, Kevin 
De Bruyne and Romelu Lukaku have 
given hope to a nation of almost 12 

million people that they can win a ma-
jor trophy at last. “There’s always talk 
of the ‘golden generation’ but there’s 
some truth to it. We’ve spent almost 10 
years together. Now we’ve got young 
players starting to come through,” 
Hazard said. “Of course, we’ve got an 
incredible generation of players, but 
we still haven’t won anything. If we 
really want to earn that  golden gener-
ation  nickname, I think that’s the one 
thing we still need to do. (Agencies)

‘I am not retired’ Serena Williams says
NEW YORK: Serena Williams on 
Monday (Oct 24) said she has not re-
tired from tennis and that the chances 
of her returning are “very high” after 
she previously indicated that she 
would step away from the sport after 
last month s US Open. “I am not re-
tired,” Williams said at a conference 
in San Francisco while promoting her 
investment company, Serena Ven-
tures. “The chances (of a return) are 
very high. You can come to my house, 
I have a court.” Williams, 41, said she 
was “evolving away from tennis” in an 
essay in August and, while she did not 
confirm the US Open as her farewell 

event, she was given lavish tributes 
before each match in New York and 
waved an emotional goodbye after 
losing in the third round. The 23-time 
Grand Slam champion, who took the 
tennis world by storm as a teenager 
and is considered by many the great-
est of all time, said not preparing for a 
tournament after the US Open did not 
feel natural to her. “I still haven t really 
thought about (retirement),” Williams 
said. “But I did wake up the other day 
and go on the court and (considered) 
for the first time in my life that I m not 
playing for a competition, and it felt 
really weird. (Agencies)
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TEHRAN: A new music video aired 
by Iranian state-run TV threatened 
Israel and Azerbaijan with “destruc-
tion” after Iran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) held mili-
tary exercises along the country’s 
border with Azerbaijan. “Israel … 
don’t stray too far from your path, 
don’t dig your own grave with your 
own hands … Iran declares this so 
that Azerbaijan knows and under-

stands … anyone who looks at Iran 
the wrong way must be destroyed,” 
according to the lyrics of the song, 
which was aired by Iran’s Azeri-lan-
guage Sahar TV. The music video 
included footage from military drills 
the IRGC held last week in Iran’s 
northwest along the border with 
Azerbaijan. Iran and Azerbaijan 
share a border of around 700 kilo-
meters (430 miles). Iran is wary of 

Azerbaijan’s relations with Israel, a 
major supplier of arms to Baku. Teh-
ran is also wary over nationalists in 
Turkey and Azerbaijan fanning sep-
aratist tendencies among its size-
able ethnic Azeri population. Azeris 
are the largest minority group in 
Iran, with millions living in a region 
in northwestern Iran that shares the 
same name as the independent state 
of Azerbaijan. (Agencies)

Iran state TV song threatens Israel, Azerbaijan with ‘destruction’ US school shooting 
leaves three dead

Swedish archaeologists 
find 17th-century warship

Biden to get updated 
Covid booster shot

Israeli police kill six 
Palestinians

30 killed in violence  
in Papua New Guinea

16 dead as cyclone  
hits Bangladesh

Berlin-Paris ties under strain 
as EU faces harsh tests

Amnesty urges ICC probe of 
possible Gaza war crimes

ST. LOUIS: A 19-year-old gunman 
opened fire at a secondary school in 
St. Louis, Missouri, killing two peo-
ple and injuring seven others, before 
officers fatally shot the suspect, the 
city’s police commissioner said. No 
motive for the gun violence was im-
mediately apparent, but Police Com-
missioner Mike Sack told an early 
evening news conference the assail-
ant may have suffered from mental 
illness. Students fleeing from the 
Central Visual and Performing Arts 
High School as police arrived on the 
scene told officers the shooter was 
armed with a rifle, Mr Sack said. Po-
lice exchanged gunfire with the sus-
pect after storming the school, and 
he was shot dead, ending the assault 
about 15 minutes after the first calls 
for help came in at about 9.10am, 
the commissioner said. The suspect 
was identified as 19-year-old Or-
lando Harris, who graduated from 
the secondary school last year and 
had no previous criminal history, Mr 
Sack told reporters. (Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Swedish maritime 
archaeologists have discovered the 
long-lost sister ship of the 17th-cen-
tury warship Vasa, which sank on 
its maiden voyage, the Swedish Mu-
seum of Wrecks has said. Launched 
in 1629, Äpplet (the Apple) was 
built by the same shipbuilder as 
the famed 69-metre Vasa, which 
was carrying 64 cannons when it 
sank on its maiden voyage outside 
Beckholmen, in the capital, Stock-
holm. “Our pulses raced when we 
saw how similar the wreck was to 
Vasa,” said Jim Hansson, a mari-
time archaeologist at the museum. 
Hansson said the construction and 
the dimensions seemed “very famil-
iar”, raising hopes it could be one 
of Vasa’s sister ships. While parts 
of the vessel’s sides had fallen off, 
the hull was preserved up to the 
lower gundeck, and the parts that 
had dropped showed gunports on 
two levels. The huge shipwreck was 
discovered in December 2021 in a 
strait off the island of Vaxholm, just 
outside Stockholm, according to the 
museum. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: President Joe 
Biden will get an updated Covid-19 
vaccine booster shot on Tuesday 
and urge more Americans to fol-
low his example ahead of winter. 
Biden, 79, contracted the corona-
virus three months ago with mild 
symptoms and already received a 
second booster for the vaccine at 
the end of March. His updated shot, 
set to be given in front of journal-
ists at the White House, targets two 
subvariants of the virus. Officials 
said Biden will also announce ef-
forts to get more Americans boosted 
with the new version of the vaccine 
ahead of major holiday travel peri-
ods at Thanksgiving and the end 
of the year. “While Covid-19 is not 
the disruptive force it was when the 
president took office, the virus con-
tinues to evolve. Covid-19, flu, and 
other respiratory illnesses spread 
more quickly in the winter, as people 
gather indoors,” the White House 
said in a statement. (Agencies)

WEST BANK: Six Palestinians were 
killed and nearly 20 others injured 
early Tuesday in sweeping raids by 
Israeli forces in the occupied West 
Bank, the Palestinian Health Minis-
try said. Israeli Prime Minister Yair 
Lapid said that Wadih Al Houh, a 
leader of a new coalition of Pales-
tinian fighters dubbed “The Lions’ 
Den”, had been among those killed 
in the northern West Bank city of 
Nablus. The Palestinian health min-
istry initially reported three dead 
and 19 wounded, three of them se-
riously, shot “by Israeli fire in Nab-
lus”. Later statements said that two 
more Palestinians had died in Nab-
lus, while another Palestinian was 
also killed in overnight clashes near 
Ramallah.(Agencies)

PORT MORESBY: Thirty people have 
been killed and several more have 
been injured in a wave of intercom-
munal violence on Papua New Guin-
ea’s remote Trobriand Islands, po-
lice said today. The long-simmering 
dispute between two local football 
teams on sparsely policed Kiriwina 
Island first flared earlier this year 
in the wake of the country’s gener-
al election, provincial police com-
mander Peter Barkie told AFP. When 
residents of three villages stormed a 
government office yesterday, police 
and “even church elders could not 
contain the fight and we recorded 30 
deaths and several many injured”, he 
said. Barkie said things “got out of 
hand” after the recent “destruction 
of food gardens”. (Agencies)

DHAKA: At least 16 people died 
after a cyclone slammed into Ban-
gladesh, forcing the evacuation of 
about a million people from their 
homes, officials said Tuesday. 
Around 10 million people were with-
out power in 15 coastal districts, 
while schools were shut across 
southern and southwestern regions. 
Cyclones the equivalent of hurri-
canes in the Atlantic or typhoons 
in the Pacific are a regular menace 
but scientists say climate change is 
likely making them more intense 
and frequent. Cyclone Sitrang made 
landfall in southern Bangladesh late 
Monday but authorities managed to 
get about a million people to safety 
before the monster weather system 
hit. (Agencies)

PARIS: Signs are growing that the 
crucial partnership between Ger-
many and France is stumbling, ex-
perts say, just as Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and soaring energy costs 
place extreme stress on the EU. 
Amid disagreements over energy, 
foreign policy, arms procurement 
and more, a joint cabinet meeting 
has been pushed back to January, 
while a parliamentary gathering of 
French, German and Polish MPs 
was cancelled at the weekend. 
There have always been “difficult 
moments” in the relationship, said 
France’s former ambassador to Chi-
na, Britain and Russia, Sylvie Ber-
mann. “But we’re clearly in a period 
of crisis, and the Franco-German 
relationship seems more strained 
than ever,” she said. It did not help 
that the Ukraine war erupted when 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz had 
barely taken office, with insiders 
saying French President Emmanu-
el Macron’s relationship with him 
is nothing like as warm as with for-
mer chancellor Angela Merkel, with 
whom he exchanged text messages 
daily. (Agencies)

LONDON: Amnesty International 
on Tuesday called for an Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) probe 
into possible war crimes committed 
in August by both Israeli forces and 
Palestinian fighters during deadly 
fighting in Gaza. 
Thirty-one civilians were among 
the 49 Palestinians killed in the Is-
raeli-blockaded Gaza Strip during 
the three-day conflict, the global 
rights group said in a new report. 
The London-based organisation 
pressed the ICC to “urgently in-
vestigate any apparent war crimes 
committed during the August 2022 
Israeli offensive” in the Palestinian 
enclave. (Agencies)

Taiwan helps Haiti get bullet-proof police vests

11 die in Uganda blind school fire

Australia ups budget for defence,  
Pacific diplomacy spending

Malaysia’s deportation of Myanmar refugees 
violates international law - UN

S. Korea’s opposition boycotts president’s speech

Türkiye police raid pro-Kurdish news outlets, 
detain journalists

TAIPEI: Taiwan is helping Haiti buy 
bullet-proof vests and other personal 
protective equipment from Taiwan-
ese manufacturers, the island’s for-
eign ministry said today, as security 
in the Caribbean country worsens. 
Haiti is facing acute fuel shortages 
due to a blockade by a coalition of 
gangs demanding the resignation 
of Prime Minister Ariel Henry, with 

economic activity coming to a halt 
and many hospitals forced to close. 
Haiti is one of only 14 countries to 
maintain formal diplomatic ties with 
Chinese-claimed Taiwan. Taiwan’s 
foreign ministry said the government 
was helping the Haitian government 
buy personal protective equipment 
such as bullet-proof vests from Tai-
wanese manufacturers. (Agencies)

KAMPALA: At least eleven students 
died and six others were in critical 
condition after a fire in a school for 
the blind in central Uganda, police 
said on Tuesday. The fire broke out 
around 1 a.m. at the Salaama School 
for the Blind in Mukono, about 30 
km east of the capital Kampala, and 

the cause is so far unknown, police 
said in a statement. Deadly school 
blazes, which often tear through dor-
mitories, are relatively common in 
Uganda and often blamed on faulty 
wiring, although authorities say 
some have been started deliberately. 
(Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australia today pledged 
increased defence spending and ef-
forts to firm up diplomatic ties with 
neighbouring Southeast Asian and 
Pacific nations as it seeks to count-
er China’s growing economic and 
strategic influence in the region. 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s 
first budget since his centre-left 
Labor government was elected in 
May lifts funding for defence by 
8% in the fiscal year ending June 
2023 and to more than 2% of gross 
domestic product through to mid-

2026. Additionally, the government 
included a previously announced 
AU$1.4 billion in overseas assis-
tance, which features AU$900 mil-
lion for Pacific Island nations and 
AU$470 million for Southeast Asia. 
Concerned about China’s grow-
ing influence among Pacific Island 
nations, Canberra has sought to 
improve relations with its smaller 
neighbours, many of whom have 
criticised Australia’s past lack of 
action around climate change and 
rising sea levels. (Agencies)

GENEVA: The U.N. refugee agency 
(UNHCR) urged Malaysia on Tues-
day to stop deporting refugees back 
to Myanmar, saying it had received 
reports of hundreds of such cases 
over the past two months. The de-
portations, which included former 
navy officers seeking asylum, ex-
pose those sent away to danger and 
are a violation of the international 
law on non-refoulement, according 
to UNHCR, referring to a law that 
protects refugees or asylum seekers 
from being deported. “In the last two 
months alone, hundreds of Myanmar 
nationals are reported to have been 
sent back against their will by the 

authorities,” UNHCR spokesperson 
Shabia Mantoo told a Geneva press 
briefing. “People cannot be returned 
to places where they face threats to 
their life and liberty and face harm 
and danger.” The latest incident in-
volving an asylum seeker being sent 
back to conflict-torn Myanmar oc-
curred on Oct. 21, Mantoo added, 
despite intervention by the UNHCR 
with authorities. She had no further 
information on what happened to the 
deportees upon arrival. Myanmar’s 
junta spokesman and Malaysia’s 
home and foreign ministries did not 
immediately respond to requests for 
comment. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korea’s opposition 
lawmakers boycotted President 
Yoon Suk-yeol’s first budget speech 
to parliament today to protest 
against a criminal probe surround-
ing the opposition leader, in an esca-
lating battle of wills that could com-
plicate deliberations. Yoon mapped 
out details of the 639 trillion Korean 
won (US$445 billion) proposal for 
next year to a half-empty Nation-
al Assembly hall that was missing 
members of the Democratic Par-
ty, which holds a majority in the 
300-strong parliament. Yoon’s con-
servative government will need the 
Democrats’ support to fund spend-
ing on a post-coronavirus recovery 

and a more aggressive response to 
North Korea’s evolving nuclear and 
missile threats, with a budget dead-
line looming on Dec 2. Yoon has 
already been weakened politically 
by a series of gaffes and controver-
sies, which overshadowed his first 
major overseas tour last month and 
have knocked his approval ratings 
lower, inviting scathing criticism 
from some lawmakers within his 
own People Power Party. The op-
position’s ire was piqued on Mon-
day when prosecutors raided its 
headquarters in Seoul as part of a 
long-running investigation into sus-
pected corruption involving proper-
ty deals. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkish police on Tues-
day searched the premises of several 
pro-Kurdish media outlets and raided 
journalists’ houses in Istanbul and oth-
er cities including in the Kurdish-ma-
jority southeast – a move blasted by 
rights advocates as censorship. Police 
rounded up 10 journalists in Istanbul, 
the capital Ankara as well as other 
cities including in Diyarbakir in the 
southeast, the Turkish Journalists 
Union (TGS) tweeted, without provid-
ing any reason for the detentions. Sev-
en of the detained journalists work for 
the pro-Kurdish Mezopotamya news 
agency and three for the JINNEWS, 

according to the union. Mezopotamya 
confirmed the arrests of its journalists 
including editor-in-chief Diren Yurt-
sever. Turkey’s parliament this month 
approved a tough pre-election law that 
could see reporters and social media 
users jailed for up to three years for 
spreading “fake news”. The new mea-
sures on the media come before a 
general election that President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan enters trailing in the 
polls. “At a time when the censorship 
law came into effect, many journalists’ 
homes were raided and the journalists 
were detained during the dawn opera-
tions,” the TGS said. (Agencies)

WhatsApp back online 
after worldwide outage

LONDON: The messaging platform 
WhatsApp has come back online 
after an outage that affected us-
ers around the world. Meta, which 
owns WhatsApp, said the problem 
had been fixed but did not give a 
reason for the disruption. People 
trying to send and receive messag-
es on WhatsApp, which has about 
two billion users globally, began 
reporting issues just before 08:00 
BST. More than 12,000 reports 
were posted within half an hour, 
according to the service status web-
site Down Detector. However, by 
about 10:00 BST service seemed 
to be returning for many users. In 
a statement Meta said the problem 
had been resolved. “We know peo-
ple had trouble sending messages 
on WhatsApp today,” the statement 
said. “We have fixed the issue and 
apologise for any inconvenience.” 
As WhatsApp experienced diffi-
culties many people complained 
on social media that they could not 
send or receive messages. Users 
who tried to use the app on Tues-
day morning were faced with a 
“connecting” message. The outage 
is likely have caused significant 
disruption. The app, which offers 
end-to-end encryption for messag-
es, is a popular method of group 
communication for social, work 
and parenting activities. It has even 
been used, controversially, by gov-
ernment ministers. According to 
internet monitoring organisation 
NetBlocks the outage affected us-
ers both in the UK and around the 
world. (Agencies)


