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KIEV: After Russia declared it had 
withdrawn from Kherson, joyful 
residents greeted Ukrainian sol-
diers. Video showed civilians rais-
ing Ukraine’s flag and chanting as 
Kyiv’s troops arrived. Some sung 
patriotic songs all night around a 
campfire. Russia’s February assault 
took just Kherson. The retreat is 
one of its largest war setbacks. Mos-
cow said 30,000 people and 5,000 
pieces of military equipment were 
removed. White House dubbed it 
a “amazing win,” while Zelensky 
called it “historic.” Ukraine’s for-
eign minister warned “conflict con-
tinues.” “We’re winning fights on 
the ground, but the war continues,” 
Dmytro Kuleba stated in Cambodia. 
Friday evening, Ukrainian troops 
advanced to the western bank of 
the Dnipro. Images showed the 
Antonivsky Bridge partially fallen. 
Unknown harm inflicted. Russian 
troops who took Kherson are re-
portedly moving east. A Kherson 
resident recalled his “overwhelm-
ing” emotions as people sang and 
danced.  “Everyone wanted to em-
brace” the Ukrainian troops, he 
said. The city changed hands after a 
recent Ukrainian counteroffensive 
in which 41 localities near Kher-

son were regained. President Zel-
ensky claimed Kherson residents 
“were waiting” and “never gave up 
on Ukraine”  The White House to-
day hailed what it said appeared to 
be an “extraordinary victory” for 
Ukraine in recapturing the city of 
Kherson from Russian occupiers. 
“It does look as though the Ukrai-
nians have just won an extraordi-
nary victory where the one regional 
capital that Russia had seized in this 
war is now back under a Ukrainian 
flag and that is quite a remarkable 
thing,” National Security Advis-
er Jake Sullivan told reporters. 
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba pressed Southeast Asian 
countries for political and material 
support in his county’s fight against 
Russia, while accusing Moscow on 
Saturday of playing “hunger games” 
with the world by holding up ship-
ments of Ukrainian grain and oth-
er agricultural products. Kuleba 
told reporters on the sidelines of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations summit that with a deal al-
lowing Ukraine to export grain and 
fertilizer due to expire Nov. 19, the 
world needed to pressure Russia 
not to object to its extension, say-
ing Ukrainian products were criti-

cal in Africa and Asia. Meanwhile, 
Turkey is committed to seeking a 
peace dialogue between Russia and 
Ukraine, President Tayyip Erdogan 
said on Saturday, Turkish media 
reported. “We are working on how 
to create a peace corridor here, like 
we had the grain corridor,” Erdogan 
was quoted as telling reporters on a 
flight from Uzbekistan, while prais-
ing Russia’s resistance to pressure 
from the United States and its allies. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has backed a fundrais-
ing campaign to help Ukraine build 
a naval drone fleet to protect cities 
against Russian missiles launched 
from warships on the Black Sea. 
He said Ukraine needed 100 drones 
operating from the sea, each of 
which costs 10 million hryvnias 
(around $274,000). Moscow’s “stra-
tegic failure” in the city of Kherson 
will sow doubt among the Russian 
public about the point of the war in 
Ukraine, British defence secretary 
Ben Wallace said today. “Russia’s 
announced withdrawal from Kher-
son marks another strategic failure 
for them. In February, Russia failed 
to take any of its major objectives 
except Kherson,” Wallace said in a 
statement. (Agencies)

– Turkey’s Erdogan seeks Ukraine peace talks –

Kiev celebrates regaining Kherson
– White House hails Ukraine’s ‘extraordinary victory’ in Kherson.
– Ukraine FM says Moscow playing ‘hunger games’ with world.
– Kiev seeks naval drones to counter Russian attacks from sea.

– UK hails Russia’s ‘strategic failure’ in Ukraine.

PHNOM PENH: US President Joe 
Biden landed in Asia on Saturday 
vowing to urge Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping to rein in North Korea when 
they hold their first face-to-face 
meeting at next week’s G20 summit. 
Biden touched down in Phnom Penh 
for meetings with Southeast Asian 
leaders ahead of his encounter with 
his Chinese counterpart on Monday 
in Bali. The meeting between the 

two superpowers comes after a re-
cord-breaking spate of missile tests 
by North Korea sent fears soaring 
that the reclusive state would soon 
conduct its seventh nuclear test. In 
Monday’s meeting on the sidelines 
of the G20 summit, Biden will tell Xi 
that China -- Pyongyang’s biggest 
ally -- has “an interest in playing 
a constructive role in restraining 
North Korea’s worst tendencies”, 
US National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan told reporters. Biden will 
also tell Xi that if North Korea’s 
missile and nuclear build-up “keeps 
going down this road, it will simply 
mean further enhanced American 
military and security presence in the 
region”. (Agencies)

LONDON: British prime minister Rishi 
Sunak faced new questions today over 
his choice of senior officials after his 
number two was accused of behaving 
aggressively towards staff. The contro-
versy over Dominic Raab, who is depu-
ty prime minister and justice secretary, 
came after fellow Sunak ally Gavin Wil-
liamson was forced out of the new gov-
ernment because of alleged bullying. 
Raab, Sunak’s most vocal supporter in 
the summer Conservative leadership 

race against Liz Truss, was brought 
back into the cabinet when Truss was 
forced out as prime minister after just 
six weeks. Sunak restored him to his 
previous role of justice secretary, where 
he had presided over a “culture of 
fear”, according to the Guardian news-
paper. Some 15 senior civil servants at 
the ministry were offered a “route out” 
to different government jobs if they felt 
unable to serve under Raab because of 
his past behaviour, it said. (Agencies)

The Pakistani trade mission has 
asked the Russian Trade Ministry to 
introduce a currency swap arrange-
ment to strengthen economic ties 
between the two countries, the mis-
sion’s head, Muhammad Shaukat 
Hayat, said on Friday. “I have initi-
ated a proposal to sign a pact on a 
currency swap and sent an official 
letter to the respective ministry. Now 
the ball is in Russia’s court. We are 
waiting for a response. It can be any 
mechanism – trading in rubles or 
barter trade,” he said. 
Russia and its trading partners have 
been expanding the share of national 

currencies in mutual settlements in a 
bid to move away from the US dollar 
and euro. In recent years, Moscow 
has been steadily pursuing a policy 
of de-dollarization of foreign trade 
and is negotiating moving to the lo-
cal currencies for settlements with 
India, China, Iran, and Turkey.

In October, Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin said that the reign of the 
dollar as the world’s currency for 
trade was under threat and predict-
ed that settlements in national cur-
rencies would gain momentum and 
gradually become dominant across 
the globe. (Agencies)

Biden to press Xi on North Korea in G20 talks

PM extends stay in London due to ill health

Delay is expected in next round of Pak IMF talks

US Senate race neck-and-neck,  
as Trump prepares presidential bid

Cruise ship with 800 Covid cases docs in Sydney

Sunak in new controversy over cabinet picks

Pakistan keen to trade in national currencies with Russia – official

LONDON: Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif extended his stay in London 
as his hectic schedule took a toll 
on his health, family sources said. 
The premier, who arrived in Lon-
don a few days ago after attending 
the COP27 meeting in Egypt, was 
scheduled to leave for Pakistan on 
Friday, but postponed his departure 
by one day. PM Shahbaz developed 
a fever before leaving for the airport 
on Saturday and his family advised 
him not to travel, so he extended his 
stay for a second time, sources close 
to the Sharif family said. Family 
sources further said that the young-
er Sharif could stay in London for 
two more days. It should be noted 
that PM Shahbaz held several meet-
ings with PML-N supremo and his 
elder brother Nawaz Sharif during 
his stay in London. The meetings 
were mostly focused on the coun-

try’s politics and the appointment of 
a new army chief. Earlier on Friday, 
in a setback, PM Shahbaz’s request 
for an indefinite adjournment in 
the Daily Mail defamation case has 
been denied by a court in the United 
Kingdom. Justice Matthew Nicklin 
heard the case, according to British 
media, which also reported that the 
court denied more time to the ap-
plicant, PM Shahbaz, whose hands 
are full with the PTI’s long march. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The talks between 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and Pakistan could not be-
gin from the 15th of current month, 
quoting sources media reported on 
Saturday. Sources privy to the de-
velopment said that the talks sched-
uled to begin in the third week of 
November will be further delayed 
and a new date will be fixed. The 
IMF wants from Pakistan a com-
plete compliance of the set targets 
before the next round of the dia-
logue, sources said. “The country 
could not attain the targets of sur-
plus from the provinces and the pri-
mary balance due to floods,’ sourc-

es said. “The lender also wants an 
upward target of taxes revenue 
from the FBR,” according to sourc-
es. State Minister for Finance Ay-
isha Ghous Pasha has said that the 
IMF was informed about hike in 
expenditures due to unprecedented 
flooding in the country. “The emer-
gency and available resources were 
utilized to tackle the flood situa-
tion,” state minister said. Pakistan 
will also demand additional funds 
from the IMF,” minister said. The 
monetary fund has asked for a re-
port with regard to the targets that 
could not be achieved due to floods, 
sources added. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: President Joe 
Biden’s Democrats edged closer to 
retaining control of the US Senate, 
as Donald Trump prepared to de-
clare his bid for the White House in 
2024. Democratic senator Mark Kel-
ly won re-election in Arizona, three 
television networks projected. His 
victory will give Democrats 49 Sen-
ate seats, one short of securing a 
majority, with Nevada still counting 
votes and Georgia’s contest headed 
to a Dec 6 runoff. Blake Masters, 
Kelly’s Republican opponent in Ar-
izona, did not immediately concede 
defeat, and late on Friday Trump 
claimed the result was “a scam and 
voter fraud”. President Joe Biden 
phoned Kelly to congratulate him 
on his win, the White House said. 
Trump will announce next week 
that he is taking another shot at the 

presidency in 2024, his longtime 
advisor Jason Miller said Friday. 
The divisive former president, who 
will be 78 when the next election is 
held, has been hinting at another 
presidential run while campaigning 
for Republican candidates ahead 
of this week’s midterm elections, 
and said he will make a “very big 
announcement” on Tuesday. “Presi-
dent Trump is going to announce on 
Tuesday that he is running for presi-
dent,” Miller told former Trump aide 
Steve Bannon on his popular “War 
Room” podcast. Trump’s candidacy 
would be his third shot at the presi-
dency, including his loss to Biden in 
2020. After that defeat, he promoted 
baseless claims of fraud, including 
those that led to an unprecedented 
riot at the US Capitol in Washing-
ton. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Majestic Princess 
cruise ship with about 800 passen-
gers infected with Covid-19 has 
docked in Sydney Harbour, Sputnik 
quoted the ABC broadcaster report 
on Saturday. According to the report, 
Australian health authorities are 
working with the operators of the 
cruise ship with 3,300 passengers 
and 1,000 crew aboard as it is at the 
highest coronavirus alert possible for 
those on board. Many people have 
already disembarked from the ship 
after testing negative for Covid-19, 
the report said. Marguerite Fitzger-
ald, the president of cruise operator 
Carnival Australia, said that there 
were some 800 people infected with 
coronavirus aboard the ship. “This 
is a 12-day voyage and we started 
to see elevated cases about halfway 
through... Reflective of the increase 
in community transmissions, we too 
have seen more guests test positive 

for Covid-19 on the current voyage 
of Majestic Princess. This is a result 
of mass testing of our 3,300 guests,“ 
Fitzgerald said, as quoted by the 
broadcaster. She added that the ma-
jority of passengers were mild or as-
ymptomatic and had been isolating 
in their rooms during the trip. Austra-
lia is experiencing another surge in 
Covid-19 cases, with a 47.3 per cent 
increase in coronavirus incidence 
compared to last week, according to 
the Department of Health and Aged 
Care. Last week, Australia recorded 
54,661 new cases, with an average of 
7,809 cases per day (Agencies)

Saudi Crown Prince  
postponed Pakistan’s visit

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Crown Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman’s Paki-
stan visit has been postponed. The 
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister was expected to visit Pa-
kistan later this month. During the 
visit Pakistan hoped to get a $4.2 
billion bailout package, and nu-
merous Pakistan-Saudi petroleum 
agreements are being finalised for 
signing. The Saudi Kingdom will 
also assist in the establishment of 
a modern oil refinery in Gwadar 
at a cost of 10 billion dollars while 
the Chinese companies will run 
the refinery’s operations after the 
completion of the project. Sources 
added that further deterioration in 
the existing political situation may 
hinder Muhammad Bin Salman’s 
visit. The Saudi Prince wants 
to work on projects which were 
worth $10 billion. (Agencies)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 225.5 227.75

China Yuan 30.61 30.86

Japanese Yen 1.5 1.55

Saudi Riyal 62.5 63.1

U.A.E Dirham 64.7 65.3

UK Pound 274 276.7

Euro 239 241.4

Australian Dollar 142.9 144.15

Canadian Dollar 164.77 166.12

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
145200 

Rs. 
133099 

Rs. 
127050 

Rs. 
108900

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
124500 

Rs. 
114124 

Rs. 
108938 

Rs.  
93375

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12450 

Rs.  
11412 

Rs.  
10894 

Rs.  
9338

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
353000 

Rs. 
323581 

Rs. 
308875 

Rs. 
264750

Long march will be last nail in the coffin of imported govt, claims Mehmood

Aftab Sherpao questions logic behind  
PTI’s long march towards Islamabad

PESHAWAR:Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
real independence march will prove 
to be the  that came into power un-
der the regime change conspiracy. 
He added that people from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa will participate in 
great numbers to achieve real free-
dom because the imported govern-
ment is serving alien interests and 
has brought the country’s economy 
to the brink of collapse. In a state-
ment issued from Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat, Mahmood Khan said 
that the preparations for the real in-
dependence march are in full swing 
and people are committed to rid the 
country from the clutches of corrupt 
politicians and their flawed policies 
that have resulted in unprecedented 
inflation, rupee depreciation and in-
creasing unemployment. The life of 
common citizens has become miser-
able and the imported government 
has failed badly in providing relief 
to the public in these testing times. 
He made it clear that the only way 
out from this crisis is free and fair 
elections in the country, adding that 
as long as this corrupt conglomerate 
stays in power, the country’s econ-
omy will continue to decline. The 
Chief Minister clarified that the con-
glomerate of 14 political parties in 
the shape of PDM has failed to de-

liver and access to basic amenities 
has become a challenge for the ma-
jority of Pakistanis. All component 
parties of the PDM have united with 
the sole purpose of serving alien in-
terests and remaining in power to 
loot the nation’s wealth. They are 
yet to present any policy for the wel-
fare and economic wellbeing of or-
dinary citizens. The Chief Minister 
said that the previous federal gov-
ernment, under the dynamic leader-
ship of PTI chairman Imran Khan, 
put the sinking economy on track 
for improvement and took practi-
cal steps to restore national pres-
tige and identity at international 
level. Despite daunting challenges, 
including the COVID 19 pandem-
ic that hit global economics badly, 
Pakistan’s economy performed well 
because of the political stature and 
sincere leadership of Imran Khan. 
However, the corrupt politicians re-
sorted to a regime change conspira-
cy to topple a democratically elected 

government. Component parties of 
PDM used COVID -19 and the in-
ternational recession as an excuse 
and held multiple protests against 
inflation during the tenure of PTI 
led Federal government to mislead 
masses. “It is ironic that these po-
litical parties are completely silent 
now, despite the fact that inflation 
has increased many folds during 
the past six months; even essential 
commodities have reached beyond 
the purchasing capacity of common 
man,” Mahmood Khan remarked. 
Mahmood Khan said that the clear 
success of PTI in the recent by-elec-
tions across the country has proved 
that Imran Khan is the only leader 
that enjoys the trust and confidence 
of people at large. Holding free and 
fair elections will prove that the pub-
lic stand by Imran Khan and is the 
only political figure that represents 
the federation and is capable of pull-
ing the country out of the prevailing 
political and economic crisis. 

Fact-finding body to check  
illegal recruitment in health department

DC for inspection fruits, vegetable on daily basis

One more person died of dengue in KP, 
death toll increases to 18

Cloudy, rain-wind-thunderstorm forecast for KP

Committee to probe illegal appointments

Mentors invited for women online  
digital internship program

Reduction in medical colleges entrance test fee  
will help poor students: Kamran

PESHAWAR: A fact-finding com-
mittee has been formed to inves-
tigate the alleged illegal recruit-
ment and their adjustment in the 
reserved seats for women in the 
Health Department, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. The committee will probe 
the alleged illegal and non-reserved 
recruitment in DH Office, Mardan. 
Dr. Saeed Rahman of Grade 19 of 
Health Management Cadre has 
been appointed as the convener of 
the committee while Deputy Direc-
tor of Finance Department FMIU 
Shahabuddin has been nominated 
as a member of the committee. The 
fact finding inquiry committee is 

constituted to probe into the mat-
ters of illegal appointment of Class-
IV and their subsequent adjust-
ment against gender specific posts 
(LHWs) etc at DHO Office, Mar-
dan. The committee comprising Dr. 
Saeed Ur Rehman, Management 
Cadre would act as Convener with 
members including Shahab Ud 
Din, Deputy Director (FMIU). The 
committee constituted by Secretary 
Health, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 
directed to submit a detailed report, 
if any, regarding the illegal appoint-
ment, to be submitted in three-
days, said the notification issued 
here Saturday. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District Administra-
tion Peshawar has decided to in-
spect vegetable and fruit markets, 
its quality and rates on a daily ba-
sis in the morning. The decision in 
this connection was taken on Satur-
day in a meeting headed by Deputy 
Commissioner Shafiullah Khan with 
Additional Assistant Commissioner 
Sheba Gul and other relevant offi-
cials were also present. He directed 
the officials to conduct inspections 

on a daily basis and also supervised 
the bidding process in the vegeta-
ble and fruit market. He issued the 
official price list under his supervi-
sion after the bidding as well. The 
purpose of monitoring the bidding 
process was to control the artificial 
high prices, said Deputy Commis-
sioner Shafiullah Khan. The deputy 
commissioner directed the adminis-
trative officers to strictly implement 
the official price list. (APP)

PESHAWAR: One more person died 
of dengue in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and with this number of deaths has 
increased to 18, an official of the 
Health Department, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa told media men here on 
Saturday. The patient who died of 
dengue belongs to Peshawar, the 
official of the Health Department, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa informed. He 
disclosed that 136 new cases of den-
gue have been reported in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and the number has 
reached 20940. He said only in Pesha-

war 84 cases of dengue have been re-
ported and with this, the number has 
become 8833. However, the situation 
in other districts including 16 new 
cases of dengue has been reported in 
Mardan wherein the number has in-
creased to 3913, 19 cases of dengue 
have been reported in Bannu and 
16 in Swabi. In 24 hours, he said, 6 
dengue patients were admitted to the 
hospitals of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and so far a total of 45 patients are 
currently under treatment for the 
Dengue virus. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Regional Meteoro-
logical Department Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa on Saturday forecast 
mostly cloudy, cold weather and 
scattered rain-wind-thunderstorm 
in most districts of the province 
for the next 24 hours. Scattered 
rain-wind-thunderstorm (snow-
fall over high mountains) is ex-
pected over Chitral, Lower and 
Upper Dir, Malakand, Swat, Bun-

er, Shangla, Kohistan, Battagram, 
Torghar, Mansehra, Abbottabad, 
Bajaur, Khyber and Kurram districts 
while isolated rain-wind-thunder-
storm is expected over Peshawar, 
Charsadda, Nowshera, Mardan, 
Swabi, Mohmand, Orakzai, Ko-
hat, Karak, Bannu, Lakki Marwat, 
D.I.Khan, Tank, North and South 
Waziristan districts during evening 
and night. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Health Depart-
ment Khyber Pakhtunkhwa consti-
tuted an inquiry committee to probe 
the matter of “illegal appointments” 
of Class-IV and their subsequent 
adjustments against gender specific 
posts at District Health Office, Mar-
dan. In a notification issued by Sec-
retary Health KP, here, on Saturday 

stated that Provincial Coordinator 
Lady Health Workers, Dr Saeedur 
Rehman, and Deputy Director Fi-
nancial Management Information 
Unit (FMIU) Finance Department, 
Shahabud Din would act as mem-
bers of the committee. The commit-
tee has been directed to submit its 
report within three days. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Code for Pakistan 
a non-profit organization here on 
Saturday invited women mentors 
for six-month online Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Women Civic Digital 
internship program designed to 
up-skill fresh graduates with tech-
nology skills and prepare them to 
explore a career within engineering, 
information technology and soft-
ware development. In a statement, 
women interns accepted into the 

program would get an opportuni-
ty to work on citizen facing digital 
services to improve citizen engage-
ment, automate government pro-
cesses, and create innovation in 
public service delivery. These digital 
services would help solve problems 
in various public domains, such as 
economic development, healthcare, 
open data, citizen engagement, 
transportation, education and more. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Reduction in the 
entrance fee for the Medical Col-
lege admission would help poor 
students, Provincial Minister for 
Higher education Kamran Ban-
gash told journalists here on Sat-
urday. He said for the encourage-
ment of the students and to reduce 
the burden of fee on parents of 
poor students, the Department of 
Higher Education of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa took revolutionary mea-
sures by reducing the Entrance 
Fee from Rs. 6000 to Rs. 1000 
only. “Now the fee charged for the 
Medical Colleges Entrance Test 
has been drastically reduced,” 
Kamran Khan Bangash said. Pa-

kistan Medical Commission had 
collected Rs 6000 for the Medical 
Colleges Entrance Test. “But now, 
after the decision was taken to re-
duce the fee, Rs. 5000 would be 
returned to each of the candidates 
appearing in the Entrance Test for 
Medical College admission, Min-
ister for Higher Education, KP 
Kamran Bangash added. The re-
maining amount will be returned 
to the candidate by Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Medical University, Kam-
ran Bangash said. The Entrance 
Test for medical colleges is being 
held in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
November 13. A total of 46000 
students are giving medical test 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and more 
than 28000 students are giving en-
trance test in Peshawar, Kamran 
Bangash said, adding, in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, the Medical Col-
leges entrance test organized by 
Educational Testing and Evalua-
tion Agency (ETEA), Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa will be conducted at 7 
places. Kamran Bangash disclosed 
that Medical Colleges Entrance 
Test duration will consist of 210 
minutes and the paper of the can-
didate appearing for the test will 
consist of 200 MCQs wherein the 
candidate will be provided a scan 
copy of the original answer sheet 
instead of a carbon copy. (APP)

– Staff Report
PESHAWAR: Reiterating the stance 
of the Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) regarding the holding 
of the next general election, Qau-
mi Watan Party (QWP) Chairman 
Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao Sat-
urday questioned the logic behind 
holding the long march towards 
Islamabad by the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI). “What does 
the PTI want to achieve through 
this march? If they want elections, 
these would be held after this gov-
ernment completes the remaining 
tenure,” he declared while speak-
ing at a press conference in Tangi 
tehsil in Charsadda. Aftab Sherpao 
elaborated that there was a proce-
dure written in the constitution to 
remove a government so the PTI 
should better follow it instead of 
creating anarchy by holding the 
so-called long march. On this oc-
casion, PTI workers, including 
tehsil council member Musarrat 
Bibi, Alamzeb Khan, Meraj Khan 
and others announced joining the 
QWP along with their family mem-
bers. The QWP leader said the PTI 
chairman was trying to make the 
appointment of the army chief 
controversial. He said that Imran 
Khan wanted to bring his “own 
man” as the army chief.  He urged 
the collation government to build 
a narrative in order to counter Im-
ran Khan’s propaganda and tell the 

nation about his nefarious designs. 
Aftab Sherpao said the country 
could not afford the politics of con-
frontation as the people were fac-
ing unemployment and skyrocket-
ing inflation, adding that it was the 
previous PTI government, which 
left the economy in a bad shape. 
The QWP leader believed that the 
economy could not be revived until 
political stability was achieved. He 
maintained the PDM candidates 
lost the recent by-elections mainly 
because of the government’s fail-
ure to overcome the rising infla-
tion. 
“There has been a sense of re-
sentment among the people about 
the skyrocketing inflation,” he re-
marked, asking the government to 
provide relief to the have-nots He 
criticized the PTI-led provincial 
government for blocking roads, 
saying it created problems for 
transporters, students and traders. 
The QWP leader said Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa produced surplus gas and 
electricity, but its residents faced 
long hours of outages, which was 
highly condemnable act. About 
the PTI government’s claim that it 
had not received the arrears of the 
net hydel profit from the centre, 
he said the PDM government was 
formed six months back. He said 
KP did not receive the net hydel 
profit even during the Imran Khan 
government.

Cattle vaccinated  
in Orakzai

PESHAWAR: The Livestock De-
partment district Orakzai on 
Saturday observed Livestock 
Field Day to vaccinate cattle and 
provide treatment to cattle in 
the district. On the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner Orakzai 
Adnan Farid Afridi, the Day was 
observed in Balandar, Dana Khu-
la, Ublan and Spin Dara area to 
vaccinate cattle and save it from 
skin diseases. It is worth men-
tioning here that the DC had 
taken notice of the skin disease 
during an open court in Dana 
Khula area in which people had 
demanded treatment of their cat-
tle. (APP)

DC for expediting computerization 
of land record process

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commis-
sioner Fazal Akbar on Saturday 
has directed the authorities con-
cerned to expedite the comput-
erization of land record process. 
He was chairing a meeting on the 
process of land records’ comput-
erization which was attended by 
the deputy director database, all 
revenue officers, Girdawar circles 

and Supervisor System Ltd. The 
pending issues in notified ‘mou-
zas maps’ were discussed in the 
meeting. 
The deputy commissioner issued 
strict directions to all tehsildars 
and naib tehsildars to resolve all 
pending issues immediately and 
speed up the computerization pro-
cess. (APP)
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Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa has started farewell 
meetings by visiting various formations before his retirement. 
As per ISPR, Army Chief has visited Peshawar, Multan, Si-
alkot and Mangala Garrisons, he met officers and soldiers and 
also addressed them, appreciated the formations for excellent 
performance during various operations, training and natural 
calamities. He advised the soldiers that whatever the circum-
stances may be, they should continue to serve the nation with 
the same spirit and determination. This kind of farewell meet-
ing of the retiring army chief is part of the army traditions. 
Every army chief has to visit various formations before his re-
tirement. Heated debates are on, where the Army Chief would 
or not take another extension. However, it is a fact that DG 
ISPR Babar Iftikhar had made it clear several times General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa wouldn’t want extension. So, in this con-
text, after the Army Chief’s visits to formations and farewell 
meetings, thus, rumors of another extension are far behind 
the truth. Upon his retirement, the government would now 
start consultations with concerned quarters on appointing 
a new army chief.  This announcement will be made by PM 
Shahbaz Sharif and that’s why he had held several meetings 
with Nawaz Sharif in London. The PM will return and would 
also take allied parties into confidence. Then, a summary con-
taining the list of senior generals for appointing a new army 
chief would be sent to the PM by the defense ministry soon. 
The top most priority of the new Army Chief must be to pro-
tect the country’s borders, eliminate terrorism and assist the 
government in restoring law and order. Involving the army in 
politics in any way or by any means is considered as hostility 
to the country. Those people, institutions, parties or organi-
zations that follow the agenda of fighting or weakening the 
army cannot be tolerated in any way. Unfortunately, top lead-
ership of the PTI is deliberately walking on such a path which 
is regrettable and condemnable. Politicians should settle all 
their issues within the Parliament. One should not look to the 
army or any other institution. For the survival of democracy, 
all political parties and institutions have to play their role to 
strengthen the parliament instead of inviting the army to play 
a political role.

Army Chief’s Farewell Meetings 

THE United Nations Climate sum-
mits are held annually to concur 
on the steps the world bellwethers 
can take to inhibit the ascension in 
earth’s temperature. COP stands for 
the conference for parties. Parties are 
the countries that are attending the 
conference. The earth’s temperature 
has 1.1 Celsius and peregrinating to-
wards 1.5 Celsius.If the temperature 
reaches 1.5 Celsius, it will have an 
immensely colossal impact on every 
aspect of human life. In 2014, 194 
countries signed the Paris Climate 
Agreement to constrain the tempera-
ture to under 1.5 Celsius. This year’s 
COP27 conference is consequential 
in many ways because countries 
such as Pakistan faced massive cli-
mate-induced disasters which have 
decimated the economy, people, and 
infrastructure.
The world facing an energy crisis 
due to the Ukraine crisis.In this sit-
uation, the goal of circumscribing 
temperature under 1.5 Celsius seems 
unattainable.
Countries that pledged to inhibit their 
emission did not follow it.In fact, the 
world has already become 1.2 Cel-
sius sultrier than the pre-industrial 
level. Furthermore, the impact of 
Greenhouse gases remains for a long 
time.Consequently, it seems infeasi-
ble to procure the goal of constrain-
ing the temperature under 1.5 Cel-
sius. This goal of cutting emissions 
doesn’t seem facile and needs mas-
sive investment. According to one 
estimate, the world will require one 
trillion dollars invested annually to 
procure the Paris Climate Agreement 
goal. To procure the goal of the Paris 
Climate Agreement, utilizing nuclear 
power is very eminent. Inter-Govern-
mental Panel on Climate Change in 
its reports verbalized using proven 
technology to achieve the purpose 
of limiting temperatures under 1.5 
Celsius. Nuclear Energy is the only 
puissance source that can perpetuate 
energy without disruption. It is the 

most cleanly proven source of power 
the world has right now.
The US and France are getting 20 
percent and 70 percent of their ener-
gy from nuclear power, respectively. 
Scientists at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology experimented on 
1000 scenarios that can be acclimat-
ed to provide clean energy to the US.
The purest and most reliable source 
of potency was nuclear technology. 
Furthermore, nuclear power plants 
need less space than wind and solar 
power plants, and they engender en-
ergy more efficiently than solar and 
wind power plants. However, nuclear 
power has so many stigmas affixed 
to them. Due to accidents such as 
Three Miles Islands, Chornobyl, and 
Fukushima, the world bellwethers 
are reluctant to utilize the full pow-
er of nuclear weapons. In addition, 
these accidents can transpire; how-
ever, the focus should be on finding 
the solution to these quandaries, not 
consummately ignoring its efficacy.
In addition, if we study the death 
caused per unit of electricity, nuclear 
technology just causes 0.007 deaths 
compared to 24.6 of coal, 18.4 of 
oil, 4.6 of biomass, and 2.8 of gas. If 
the world leaders do not adopt the 
proven nuclear technology out of 
trepidation contingency to abbrevi-
ate greenhouse gas emissions, more 
people would die, especially in poor 
countries. Incipient research from 
Climate Impact Lab illustrated that 
people in low-income countries will 
become victim of climate change 
more than more affluent countries. 
According to their recent report, 
even if countries meet their Pairs 
Climate Agreement Pledges, in the 
cities like Faisalabad in Pakistan, 
the yearly all-cause death rate could 
increment by 67 deaths per 100,000. 
Furthermore, the world will always 
need more electricity in the future 
because temperatures will increase 
due to climate change.
In this scenario, people will be stuck 

in a cyclic process in which they 
will utilize more electricity to keep 
themselves cool, which will further 
deteriorate the climate if we do not 
find a way to provide electricity from 
immaculate nuclear resources. Ergo, 
world leaders and companies need 
to find a solution to the quanda-
ries cognate to nuclear technology. 
Companies like Terra power are en-
deavouring to build next generation 
nuclear reactors. Utilizing the super 
computer simulation, they produced 
a model of a nuclear reactor that en-
genders less atomic waste and can 
additionally work on the waste of 
other nuclear reactors.
Furthermore, they build it under-
ground, which can avert it from at-
tacks, and radioactive material is 
stored in pins that expand if it over-
heats, which slow downs nuclear 
reaction. These innovative solutions 
are the desideratum of the hour, and 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty also 
emphasizes the use of placid nucle-
ar technology; however, this seems 
arduous in the current multi-spec-
trum geopolitical environment. The 
Russia-Ukraine war will also impact 
the development of nuclear power 
reactors. Russia is developing more 
nuclear reactors worldwide and Chi-
na is leading the way after it. Due to 
the current geopolitical competition, 
the US would not optate Russia and 
China to build nuclear reactors and 
develop a cognition of dependency 
on other countries.
Furthermore, significant powers 
must cooperate with each other for 
the peaceful spread of nuclear weap-
ons. In conclusion, the world will fail 
to achieve the target of circumscrib-
ing temperature under 1.5 Celsius, 
which will have devastating conse-
quences for the developing world. 
However, adopting nuclear technolo-
gy still presents countries with hope 
if major powers decide to cooperate.
- Courtesy:
Pakistan Observer
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COP27 covered in clouds of failure
— By Zohaib Altaf

The creation of a state and establish-
ment of a political system is the out-
come of the decades-long struggle, 
deliberations, and traditions of a na-
tion and political leadership. Pakistan 
is not the outcome of any abrupt de-
cision or miracle. It came into being, 
survived, and flourished on the world 
map due to the struggle of our forefa-
thers, the vision of political and mili-
tary leaders, and the collective effort 
of the nation. Pakistan cannot give in 
to social media wars coupled with po-
litical expediency. All political philos-
ophies revolve around two things, the 
security of the state and the welfare of 
its citizens. There is no third purpose 
of any state. The ongoing political in-
stability in Pakistan is a serious issue 
detrimental to the state’s integrity. 
The institution responsible for the 
defence of the country is facing pro-
paganda at the hands of its political 
leadership and citizens are exposed 
to severe inflation thus the state and 
its citizens are vulnerable. The Paki-
stani nation and its armed forces are 
resilient and capable to thwart any 
misadventure from outside, but inter-
nal unrest is hazardous due to many 
reasons. Public opinion is the founda-
tion of a strong nation-state. Without 
public support, no state or its institu-
tion can survive for a longer duration. 
The digital world has created a new 
kind of threat for countries. Any state 
can influence the public mind of an 
adversary. It can exploit the existing 
fissures of any other nation without 
even crossing the border. Pakistan 
is presently susceptible to the virtual 
threat which demands a fair assess-
ment and remedial measures by all 
stakeholders and even the public. 
Probably, it is the first time that a 
threat has erupted in the public do-
main thus it requires public involve-

ment and participation to counter the 
threat. The public needs to be aware 
of propaganda unleashed against the 
state and its institutions. It requires a 
rationale in public understanding and 
remedial measures of sources that 
are feeding the wrong information 
to the nation, may it be computers or 
human beings. It is no exaggeration 
that the evaluation of the threat level 
is high because the educated class has 
also been trapped in the propaganda. 
This mistrust of the public in state 
institutions and more trust in forces 
of coercion is driving an extreme im-
balance between state and security 
needs. We need to evaluate the infor-
mation pattern, content creation, and 
dissemination. Content appearing on 
social media is an extension of politi-
cal communication being established 
by the political leadership. Additional 
content being created on social me-
dia in various forms evokes hatred, 
disharmony, impatience, and anger 
among the masses. Agenda setting 
study of mass communication has 
established that media agenda and 
public agenda have strong salience. 
An individual makes their opinion 
based upon information reaching 
him/ her via tv, newspapers, and 
digital platforms. Political commu-
nication is the most effective way of 
persuasion, and it is because of that, 
that political leaders rely on political 
rhetoric and assertions. The criticism 
of the military establishment is an 
extension of the same strategy. This 
criticism aims for two objectives; to 
strengthen the confirmation bias of 
the masses which has already been 
manufactured through propaganda 
by social media and second, to bring 
military institutions under pressure 
for vested interests. 
- Courtesy: The Nation

True information: A right
— By Dr Atique Ur Rehman 

Sui gas load shedding
As per the media, it has been decid-
ed that Sui gas load shedding will be 
started soon in this winter season. 
Pakistan could not discover new gas 
reservoirs for its industrial, commer-
cial and domestic usage. The gov-
ernment also could not import LNG 
according to the need of the country 

during this winter season, so there 
is now just one option left i.e Sui 
gas load management. It has been 
decided that Sui gas will be provid-
ed in the houses only 3 times a day. 
It is also expected that the price of 
gas will also be increased soon. In 
many areas of the country Sui gas 
load shedding has been started in 

the month of November 2022. Offi-
cially Sui gas load shedding will be 
started from the month of Decem-
ber 2022. It is also expected that this 
year gas load-shedding will also be 
implemented in the commercial and 
industrial sectors.
Syed Mubashir Hussain Zaidi
- Karachi.

Letters to the Editor

It is for the first time in the history 
of Pakistan that the appointment of 
a new COAS has been made con-
troversial. The architect of this con-
troversy is the PTI chairman and 
former prime minister, Imran Khan, 
who maintains that since the politi-
cal future of the country and its di-
rection would be determined by this 
appointment, the incumbent gov-
ernment, which allegedly comprises 
the most corrupt elements and has 
been foisted on the country through 
foreign sponsored conspiracy, does 
not have the right to appoint the 
new COAS. The demand is that it 
should be left to the future govern-
ment formed on the basis of imme-
diate elections, which, according to 
his contention, would prove to be a 
panacea for all the problems faced 
by the country. Before looking at the 
veracity of the demand made by him 
and his contention that the incum-
bent government could not appoint 
the new COAS, it is imperative first 
to have a look at the constitutional 
provision regarding the appoint-
ment of COAS and the practice that 
has been followed in this regard 
over the years. Article 243(3) stip-
ulates, “The President on advice of 
the Prime Minister appoint Chair-
man Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chief 
of the Army Staff, the Chief of the 
Naval Staff and the Chief of the Air 
Staff.” The incumbent COAS Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa was given 
three years extension in his tenure 
from November 2019 to November 
2022 as a result of a consensus be-
tween the PTI government and the 
opposition to amend the Army Act 
1952 to make legal provisions for 

according extension to him. Conse-
quently, Army Amendment Act 2022 
was passed by adding a new chap-
ter to the Army Act 1952. Clause 8a 
of the inserted chapter stipulated, 
“Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in this Act or any other law 
for the time being in force, President 
on the advice of the Prime Minister 
may reappoint the COAS for an ad-
ditional tenure of three years(3) or 
extend the tenure of Chief of Army 
Staff up to three (3) years on terms 
and conditions determined by Presi-
dent on the advice of the Prime Min-
ister in the national security inter-
ests or other exigencies from time 
to time.” As is evident, according to 
the constitution and both Acts, it is 
the constitutional and legal prerog-
ative of the incumbent Prime Min-
ister to make the choice regarding 
the appointment of a new COAS 
or extending his tenure. The Presi-
dent approves the appointment and 
terms and conditions of his appoint-
ment on the advice of the Prime 
Minister. The process for the ap-
pointment of the new COAS starts 
in GHQ. The names of three to four 
generals are sent to the Prime Min-
ister through the ministry of defence 
without making any formal recom-
mendation. It is, and has been, the 
prerogative of the incumbent Prime 
Minister to pick any one of them. 
The outgoing COAS is also taken 
into confidence. In view of the fore-
going, the demand by Imran Khan 
regarding the appointment of a new 
COAS is wrong, both legally and 
constitutionally.
When Imran contends that the cor-
rupt elements do not have the right 

to appoint COAS, he conveniently 
forgets that he also does not mor-
ally stand on a higher pedestal to 
accuse others of corruption. He 
formed a government with the help 
of those elements whom he used to 
call the most corrupt in the country 
and whom he regarded as anti-state 
before they joined him in the coa-
lition government that he headed. 
There is also a slew of corruption 
cases pending against PTI stalwarts, 
which were swept under the carpet 
by the former chairman of NAB. A 
number of corruption cases against 
him are now also under investiga-
tion. So, if one accepts Imran’s logic 
of corrupt elements not having the 
right to appoint COAS, then he also 
did not have the right to give an ex-
tension to General Bajwa. There-
fore, his argument on the issue is 
also flawed and illogical. He also 
overlooks the fact that the parties 
of the PDM secured far more votes 
than his party in the 2018 elections, 
and not recognizing their legitima-
cy was an insult to the genius of the 
people who elected them. Since they 
came to the assemblies through a 
constitutional and legal process, 
Imran is nobody to challenge their 
credentials and the right to run the 
affairs of the state. The PDM formed 
the government after ousting Imran 
Khan through a constitutional pro-
cess. Imran tried unconstitutional 
methods to scuttle the no-confi-
dence motion and had it rejected 
by the Deputy Speaker. Then, he 
had the assemblies dissolved by the 
President and announced new elec-
tions. 
Courtesy: Daily Times Tribune

A Flawed Demang
— By Malik Muhammad Ashraf
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EC all set to hold free, fair LB elections  
in AJK on Nov 27 : Sulehria

Former husband awarded death sentence 
in Wajiha Swati murder case

Pakistan, Hungary sign bilateral agreement 
on defence cooperation

Samina Alvi visits special education,  
training center

AJK approves more constructions of SDMA units

Pakistan third largest country  
with 33M diabetic persons

DPO Dera holds open  court, listens public’s problems

Surveillance against dengue larvae
continue in Kasur 

Khan’s long march only to get NRO type  
concession in Toshakhana case: PML-N leader 

 Ahsan says PM will appoint new COAS on merit

Imran compromised national interests 
for personal political gains: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD: Chief Election Com-
missioner Justice (R) Abdul Rashid 
Sulehria Saturday said that the Elec-
tion commission with strict security 
measures is all set to hold free and 
fair local government elections in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir on No-
vember 27. In an interview with PTV, 
he said that all arrangements have 
been completed to ensure impartial 
local bodies polls aimed at shifting 
the power to the people at the grass-
roots level, adding, AJK’s progress 
is directly linked with the local gov-
ernment elections. Sulehria further 
expressed his hope that the electoral 
exercise at the grass-root level would 
positively change the social, political 
and economic structure of AJK, add-
ing, all political parties should come 

together to formulate long-term pol-
icies in the public interest. Election 
Commission of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK) has issued the sched-
ule of local bodies elections, which 
will be held after 31 years, he said, 
adding, the total number of regis-
tered voters are 29,50,000. Reply-
ing to a question, he said more than 
11,000 candidates including females 
are participating in LB polls in AJK. 
To another question related to de-
mands for teachers’ duties in elec-
tions, he made it clear that teachers 
are respectable to us and no such de-
mands were coming from their side 
yet, adding, there is no change in the 
local government election procedure 
and they will be conducted on the 
same pattern. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: A local court on Sat-
urday awarded death sentence to 
primary accused Rizwan Habib in 
the murder case of Pakistani-Amer-
ican Wajiha Swati. The addition-
al district and sessions court an-
nounced the verdict with four senior 
officials of the United States (US) 
Embassy and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) team present in 
the court. The verdict maintained 
that an American woman was called 
to Pakistan and killed on the pretext 

of settling a property dispute worth 
billions of rupees. The main cul-
prit, Swati’s former husband, was 
sentenced to ten years in prison on 
charges of kidnapping sentenced to 
death on charges of murder and has 
a fine of Rs500,000. Rizwan’s father 
Haritullah was sentenced to seven 
years in prison for desecrating the 
corpse and was fined Rs100,000. Za-
hid and Rashida, the other accused, 
were acquitted due to a lack of evi-
dence.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of De-
fence of Hungary and the Minis-
try of Defence of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan have signed a 
bilateral agreement on Defence 
cooperation that would provide 
solid legal framework for en-
hancing defence cooperation be-
tween the Armed Forces of both 
the countries. The agreement 
has been signed during the visit 
of Secretary Defence Lieutenant 
General (R) Hamood Uz Zaman 
Khan on the invitation of State 
Secretary for Defence Policy and 
Defence Development ,Ministry 
of Defence, Hungary, Dr.Gaspar 
Maroth, whereas Lt General (R) 
Hamood uz Zaman Khan was also 
flanked by Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Defence Rear Admiral 
Faisal Amin who had visited Bu-
dapest from November 10-11, said 

a news release received here on 
Saturday. In a ceremony arranged 
at Ministry of Defence, Hungary, 
the State Secretary and Secretary 
Defence signed the “Agreement 
between the Ministry of Defence 
of Hungary and the Ministry of 
Defence of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan on Defence cooper-
ation”. During the meeting, both 
sides exchanged views on region-
al and global security and matters 
of mutual interest, particularly in 
defence collaboration. The dead-
ly flood situation in Pakistan also 
came under discussion. The Sec-
retary Defence Pakistan thanked 
the Hungarian State Secretary for 
arranging the bilateral meeting. 
At the end, it was mutually agreed 
to conduct such visits for promo-
tion of defence ties between both 
countries.(APP)

LAHORE: First Lady Samina Alvi 
visited the Special education and 
Training Center (SETC) for special 
children at Johar Town on Saturday 
and reviewed facilities being pro-
vided to them. She visited various 
sections of the institute, including 
classrooms, play area, assignment 
hall, Khaadi workshop and princi-
pal office, and met with students. 
She reviewed various stalls set up 
by special children to show their 
handmade crafts and appreciated 
their works especially the painting 

of a student. She suggested the in-
stitute’s administration that these 
creative handicrafts of students 
should be displayed in markets for 
sale to get revenue for welfare of 
children. The mentally-challenged 
children organized a special per-
formance whereas another team 
presented parade on arrival of the 
guest. Earlier, the administration 
briefed the first lady about working 
and initiatives taken foreducation 
and training of special children.
(APP)

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas Khan on Saturday directed 
the State Disaster Management 
Authority (SDMA) to create the 
units at the Tehsil HQ level, be-
sides installing emergency aid 
equipment there. “All the SDMA 
centers should be furnished with 
all required facilities, including a 

doctor with a stock of medicines. 
“The centers should remain in 
constant touch with Civil Defence, 
Health Department and Rescue 
1122,” the prime minister said 
while according formal approval 
of the construction of SDMA units 
in Tehsil Hari Gahl, Rera, Birpani, 
Dhirkot, Thorar, Jandathi and Tain 
Bazar. (APP)

MULTAN: Additional Secretary Prima-
ry and Secretary Healthcare Asim Raza 
said on Saturday that Pakistan was the 
third largest country with 33 million di-
abetic population and the health com-
plications were increasing continuous-
ly. He was addressing a ceremony at 
Bahauddin Zakariya University on the 
occasion of screening camp on diabe-
tes and blood pressure. Both, the diabe-
tes and blood pressure are increasing 
among youth and there was a dire need 
to create awareness among youth, 
he stated. About 27 percent of people 
ranging from 20 year old to 79 year old 

are suffering from diabetes. According 
to the National Survey of Pakistan, 18. 
9 percent persons above 15 year old 
are also patients of blood pressure. The 
only way to avoid the health compli-
cations was change in lifestyle. Gov-
ernment established clinics at tehsil 
and district level wherein citizens are 
availing timely treatment, free of cost. 
Vice Chancellor Bahauddin Zakariya 
University Dr Mansoor Akbar Kundi 
also spoke and expressed concern on 
the rising ratio of diabetes and blood 
pressure. He also stressed on change in 
lifestyle and use of healthy food. (APP)

D.I.KHAN: District Police Officer 
(DPO) Muhammad Shoaib Khan 
held an open court at his office and 
listened to the complaints and prob-
lems of people regarding police. 
According to police spokesman, the 
newly appointed DPO has started 
holding open court on daily basis to 
directly listen the issues and com-
plaints of the people. During the 
open court, the district police chief 
listened to the problems of the peo-
ple directly and issued necessary 

orders to the officers concerned for 
their solution on the spot. On this oc-
casion, the DPO said that keeping in 
view the wider public interest, they 
are holding open meetings among 
the people. Their aim is to hear the 
problems of the people directly and 
address their grievances immedi-
ately. He said it would also help to 
further improve the relations be-
tween police and the citizens and the 
crimes would be eradicated with the 
help of common people. (Agencies)

KASUR: The surveillance against 
dengue larvae was going on effec-
tively as 579 indoor and outdoor 
teams checked 98,365 premises in 
the district during the last week. 
This was disclosed in a meeting 
held here on Saturday with Deputy 
Commissioner Fiaz Ahmed Mohal. 
The meeting was told that fisheries 
department released 70,000 fish (a 
specific species which eats dengue 
larvae) in 85 ponds in the district 
during the same period. Deputy 
Commissioner Fiaz Mohal direct-
ed the officers concerned to carry 
on anti-dengue activities effectively 
and be activated dormant cells. He 

also directed the assistant commis-
sioners to pay surprise visits for 
checking anti-dengue teams. He 
also stressed the need for organiz-
ing awareness seminars regarding 
prevention of dengue virus. Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Reve-
nue Maham Asif Malik, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner General, 
CEO Health Dr Azhar Abbas Naqvi, 
CEO Eduction, DHO Dr Abdul Qa-
dir, Deputy Director Local Govern-
ment Muhammad Umer, DHQ hos-
pital MS Dr Laeeq Chaudhry and 
other officials from health depart-
ment attended the meeting.
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-N Senior leader Khail Das 
Kohistani on Saturday said that Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s Chairman 
Imran Khan was delaying his long-
march only to get National Rec-
onciliation Ordinance (NRO) type 
concession in the Toshakhana case. 
Talking to ptv news channel, he said 
that political stability in the country 
was vital for its prosperity and prog-
ress, adding, Niazi had damaged the 
country’s interests and was playing 
sinister games to achieve his politi-
cal motives.
He further said that PTI leadership 
was “using unfair tactics” only to in-
fluence public, adding, Khan’s party 
propaganda, based on personal in-
terest, had reached its logical end. 
Khail Das alleged that Pakistan Teh-

reek-e-Insaf leaders were targeting 
state institutions to promote agen-
da of foreign powers, adding, Khan 
was giving anti-state statements in 
frustration and nation knew well its 
reason. Imran Khan through long-
march wants to create chaos in the 
country, he said, adding, we will 
not allow this to happen in future. 
Replying to a question, he said that 
coalition government will not allow 
Imran Khan to use undemocratic tac-
tics and will stop this ‘bloody march’ 
by every constitutional method. “PTI 
delaying his so-called long march to 
sabotage government negotiations 
with neighbour countries”, he add-
ed. To another query, he replied that 
PTI chairman was using the death of 
journalist to gain a political advan-
tage. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Minister for Planning 
and Development Ahsan Iqbal 
says Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif will appoint a new Army 
Chief on merit. Talking to a pri-
vate television channel, he said 
the Army Chief ’s appointment 
will be made on a professional ba-
sis and following the procedure as 
prescribed in the Constitution. 
Ahsan Iqbal said PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan is doing politics on 

selection of new army chief and 
trying to make the process con-
troversial. He said in the history 
of Pakistan, there is not a single 
example of any politician who 
tried to drag security institutions 
into politics. The minister said the 
government is focusing on relief 
and rehabilitation work in flood 
affected areas but Imran Khan 
is playing politics on non-issues. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Saturday that 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan compro-
mised national interests for person-
al political gains. In a statement, she 
said Imran Khan who was a foreign 
agent made mockery of himself, the 
country and the nation. The minis-
ter said now all the antics of Imran 
Khan had been exposed, who she 
opined had been running a show 
since the 2014 sit-in. Castigating 
Imran Khan, she said four years of 
PTI rule was a classic example of 

inefficiency, incompetence and lies. 
Imran Khan destroyed employment 
opportunities and caused infla-
tion as PTI would be remembered 
for four years of loot and plunder 
in the country. Referring to Tosha 
Khana, she said gifted watches and 
necklaces were looted. She said 
Imran abused opponents, ran dirty 
campaigns against martyrs and in-
stigated a revolt against national 
institutions. The minister said the 
time had come to stop Imran’s dirty 
drama targeting opponents and in-
stitutions. (APP)

Two arrested,  
3,000 kites recovered

Three robbers held

8 drug dealers caught

Indian soldier  
commits suicide

Motorcyclist dies

FAISALABAD: Mansoorabad police 
on Saturday claimed to have arrest-
ed two accused  and recovered more 
than 3,000 kites from their posses-
sion.  A police spokesman said police 
conducted a raid at Chuta Mannan-
wala and nabbed  Rashid and Adnan 
while selling kites.. The police also 
recovered more than 3000 kites and 
other items. (APP)

KASUR: Police claimed on Satur-
day to have arrested three robbers 
of a gang and recovered Rs 150,000 
in cash, a mobile phone and illegal 
weapons from their possession. On 
the direction of DPO Kasur Syed 
Imran Karamat Bukhari, Pattoki 
Sadr police traced and arrested the 
three-member gang identified as 
Fiaz aka Fiaji by using modern tech-
nology. During preliminary investi-
gation, the outlaws have confessed 
of committing seven incidents of 
robbery in various parts of the dis-
trict. Further investigation was un-
derway. (APP)

D.I.KHAN: The district police and 
Narcotics Eradication Team (NET) 
have arrested eight drug dealers and 
recovered over 3 kilograms of nar-
cotics from their possession during 
ongoing operations to curb narcotics 
across the district here on Saturday. 
According to the police spokesman, 
the police teams along with the NET 
team conducted an operation against 
narcotics in various areas following 
the directions of the newly appoint-
ed District Police Officer (DPO) 
Muhammad Shoaib Khan. The Yar-
ik Police SHO Asmat Ullah Khan, 
Paharpur Police SHO Zafar Abbas, 
Cantt Police SHO Gulsher Khan and 
City Police SHO Khanzada Khan 
while taking action in their respec-
tive areas arrested eight drug deal-
ers. The police collectively recovered 
over 1.5-kilogram of hashish, one-ki-
logram of heroin and 500 grams of 
Ice drug. The police registered sepa-
rate cases and started further formal-
ities. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: In Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK), an Indian soldier has committed 
suicide in Ganderbal district on ear-
ly Saturday morning. According to 
Kashmir Media Service, the soldier 
of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) end-
ed his life by shooting himself with 
his service rifle in Dignibal area of 
the district. This incident raised the 
number of such deaths amongst In-
dian troops and police personnel in 
the occupied territory to 559 since 
January 2007 till date.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: A motorcyclist 
was crushed under a speeding oil 
tanker, reportedly when the victim 
tried overtaking the vehicle near 
Shehar Sultan on Saturday. Accord-
ing to Rescue officials, a 20-year-old 
youth namely Muhammad Aqib s/o 
Saeed Ahmad resident of Shehar 
Sultan was going somewhere riding 
on a motorbike. The oil tanker ran 
over a motorcyclist in Shehar Sul-
tan. As a result, he succumbed to his 
injuries on the spot. (APP)

President emphasizes over promotion of tax culture in Pakistan

Kundi urges big polluter to help Pakistan in climate related calamities

LAHORE:President Dr Arif Alvi has 
underscored the need to promote 
tax culture to strengthen economy 
of the country. Addressing a semi-
nar regarding awareness amongst 
tax payers at Governors House in 
Lahore on Saturday, he said the 

tax collection is very important to 
run the government properly. He 
said that society cannot progress 
in which women do not take part 
actively. He said that measures are 
needed to address women harass-
ment issue. A day earlier, FBR asked 

the Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (LCCI) to encourage 
traders to file their tax returns. The 
Tax collecting body expressed seri-
ous concerns over low tax submis-
sion this year as compared to the 
previous year’s. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister (SAPM) of 
Pakistan for Poverty Alleviation 
and Social Safety Faisal Karim 
Kundi has urged the big polluter 
to help Pakistan during climate re-
lated calamities. He was address-
ing the WBG Pavilion Event at 
the COP-27 conference in Sharm 

El-Sheikh, Egypt, said a news re-
lease. Addressing the occasion, the 
SAPM said that Pakistan has gone 
through one of the worst natural 
calamities in the form of floods 
and more than 40% of the country 
and crop fields were submerged 
under flood water. Kundi informed 
the forum that people in the flood 

affected areas are living under the 
open sky as all houses and their 
villages have been devastated by 
floods. He noted that such ruins 
were the result of climate change 
and global warming, therefore, it is 
the responsibility of big polluters 
to help Pakistan in these testing 
times. (Agencies)
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Politics today

Azadi March continues as Sharifs deliberate over army chief in London
LAHORE: As political news continues 
to flow in from all sides, here are all of 
today’s major developments. The story 
will be updated as the day goes along 
and more news comes in. PTI’s long 
march to continue on to Islamabad to-
day PTI’s ‘Haqeeqi Azadi March’ is set 
to resume its slow approach towards 
the capital on the third day of its re-
sumption today. The march is moving 
in two different segments. The first, 

being led by Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
started from Wazirabad on Thursday, 
where it had halted after the assassi-
nation attempt on Imran Khan. This 
part of the march reached GTS Chowk 
in Gujrat on Friday, and is set to con-
tinue on the GT road from Lalamusa 
onwards today (Saturday). Before set-
ting off to lead the march on its third 
day, Shah Mahmood Qureshi said that 
the only way to end the impasse is a 

fresh election. A second part of the 
march, led by Asad Umar, started its 
journey from Toba Tek Singh on Fri-
day and will continue on to Jhang to-
day, meeting processions of workers 
throughout the route. Imran Khan is 
expected to address the march around 
4pm via video link. The WT20 final be-
tween Pakistan and England will also 
be screened in the march on Sunday. 
(APP)

Aerial firing claims life

25 more dengue  
patients reported

Three books approved

CM grieved over  
DC demise

MULTAN: A youth was shot dead 
when the victim sustained a bullet 
injury due to aerial firing during a 
wedding ceremony in the Latifabad 
area at Bosan road last night. Ac-
cording to Rescue officials, the vic-
tim a 20-year-old youth namely Mu-
hammad Shan s/o Manzoor Ahmad 
was attending a marriage ceremony 
and suddenly received a bullet in-
jury into the chest while aerial fir-
ing during a wedding ceremony. As 
a result, he died on the spot. The 
body of the deceased was shifted 
to Nishtar hospital for autopsy. Po-
lice concerned reached the spot and 
started legal action into the incident.
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: As many as 25 more 
patients tested positive for the den-
gue virus in the Rawalpindi district 
during the last 24 hours, raising the 
tally of confirmed cases to 4,599. 
District Coordinator Epidemics 
Prevention and Control(DCEPC), 
Dr Sajjad Mehmood, Saturday said 
that 80 patients were admitted to 
the city’s allied hospitals, including 
39 to the Benazir Bhutto Hospital(B-
BH), 31 to the District Headquarters 
Hospital and ten to the Holy Family 
Hospital(HFH). He informed that 
out of the total admitted patients, 53 
tested positive, with 41 belonging to 
Rawalpindi. The health officer add-
ed one patient was in a critical po-
sition at BBH. Giving details of the 
punitive actions, the health officer 
said that the district administration, 
in collaboration with allied depart-
ments, had registered 3,036 FIRs, 
sealed 680 premises, issued Chal-
lans to 7,868, notices to 14,213 and 
a fine of Rs 10,744,118 imposed on 
violations of anti-dengue SOPs from 
January 1 to date in various areas of 
the district.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Three books in the 
category of Urdu, English and Pa-
kistani Languages were approved 
for the “National Presidential Iqbal 
Award” to be given by Iqbal acad-
emy Pakistan. Sources in the Min-
istry of National Heritage and Cul-
ture Division told on Saturday that 
President Dr. Arif Alvi approved 
Dr. Abdul Khaliq’s book on Allama 
Iqbal in English language titled “Al-
lama Iqbal on ego and some relat-
ed concepts” for award for the year 
2015-2020. The urdu book on Alla-
ma Iqbal, titled “Iqbal and Germa-
ny” by Muhammad Ikram Chaghtai 
has been approved for the year 2020 
while in Pakistani languages cate-
gory, Ghous Bakhsh Sabir’s book 
on Allama Iqbal in Balochi language 
titled “Shagrab-Shaar, Hakeem-
ul-Umat Allama Muhammad Iqbal 
Shah Zant wa Shahshanab Zand-
wazam” for the year 2015-2020 was 
also approved for the award. (APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Abdul Qudus Bizenjo has 
expressed grief and sorrow over the 
demise of Acting Deputy Commis-
sioner Loralai Jameel Ahmed Rand. 
The acting deputy commissioner had 
passed away in a traffic accident on 
Benazir Flyover Spiny Road, Quetta. 
The chief minister in his condolence 
message, issued on Saturday, said that 
the deceased was an intelligent and 
hardworking government officer. He 
expressed his deep condolences and 
sympathy to the bereaved family and 
prayed may Allah Almighty grant the 
deceased high place in heaven and 
patience to the bereaved family. (APP)

Baku to enhance bilateral trade with Pakistan: Envoy

Awareness walk held on world Pneumonia day

Training course for health experts concludes

Urs of Baba Moj Darya & Baba Shah Chiriag begin

SBP to withdraw appeal against FSCI banking verdict

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azer-
baijan Khazar Farhadov on Satur-
day said Pakistan, Azerbaijan and 
Turkey have good potential to de-
velop an economic block to achieve 
better outcomes for their respective 
economies. He said that Azerbaijan 
was keen to enhance bilateral trade 
with Pakistan, which would be very 
beneficial for both countries.
He said that Azerbaijan and Turkey 
were collaborating in a variety of 
economic fields and their bilater-
al trade was in billions. Therefore, 
Azerbaijan wants to develop sim-
ilar kinds of trade ties with Paki-
stan to complement the economy 
of each other, he added. Address-
ing the business community during 
his visit to Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI), the 

envoy said that Azerbaijan’s econ-
omy had been on a steady growth 
trajectory and had positioned itself 
as a strategic transport hub be-
tween Europe and Asia. Therefore, 
close cooperation of Pakistan with 
Azerbaijan would open up new ave-
nues for Pakistan to promote trade 
ties with Central Asia. He said that 
many Pakistani products including 
pharmaceutical products, textiles, 
optic and medical equipment, rice 
and fruits can find a good market 
in Azerbaijan. Similarly, Azerbaijan 
can export many products to Paki-
stan including tomato, hazelnuts, 
strawberries and other fruits, ber-
ries, vegetables, fruit juices, sauc-
es and other preserves, cotton and 
cotton yarn, polymers and black 
fermented tea. (APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Minister For Pri-
mary And Secondary Healthcare 
Dr Akhtar Malik urged parents to 
ensure vaccination of Pneumonia 
in time to save their children from 
the disease. He was talking to the 
media while leading an awareness 
walk on the World Pneumonia Day 
organized by the Punjab Director-
ate General Health Services here 
on Saturday. The minister said that 
Pneumonia is a dangerous disease 
for children and elderly people. 

He said children below the age of 
five years could be protected from 
Pneumonia by vaccinating timely, 
adding that the Pneumonia vaccine 
was available at all health facilities 
in the province. He said such walks 
were organized to create awareness 
among the masses for the diseases. 
Punjab Director General Health Dr 
Shahid Magsi, Chief Executive Of-
ficer Health Dr ShoaibGormani and 
other senior health officers also 
participated in the walk.(APP)

LAHORE: A one-month training 
course for the second batch of health 
experts about Minimum Service 
Delivery Standards (MSDS) under 
an agreement between the Institute 
of Public Health (IPH) and Punjab 
Healthcare Commission (PHC) con-
cluded here on Saturday. Health 
managers, professionals, lab tech-
nologists of public and private sector 
hospital and clinics completed the 
training at the institute while certif-
icates were also distributed among 
the participants. Addressing the 
ceremony, Dean IPH Dr Zarfashan 
Tahir said performance of hospitals 

would surely improve as a result of 
the full implementation of the mini-
mum service delivery standards for-
mulated by the Punjab Healthcare 
Commission, to improve the quality 
of healthcare and diagnosis in hospi-
tals, private clinics and laboratories. 
Speaking at the certificate distribu-
tion ceremony, CEO PHC Dr Saqib 
Aziz and Director Clinical Gover-
nance Dr Mushtaq Salarya said the 
commission had taken strict steps to 
improve the medical sector and en-
sure quality medical and diagnostic 
facilities in hospitals and laborato-
ries for the public. (APP)

LAHORE: The urs celebrations of 
Hazrat Syed Muhammad Baba Moj 
Darya Bokhari and Hazrat Syed 
Abdul Razaq popularly known as 
Hazrat Baba Shah Chirag started 
here on Saturday. Director Admin-
istration Auqaf Punjab Muham-
mad Akbar inaugurated the urs 
celebrations while performing tra-
ditional Chadars on the graves of 
the saints. The auqaf officials and 
a large number of devotees were 

present on the occasion. They also 
offered special Dua for progress, 
development and stability of the 
country. The auqaf department 
had allocated special grant of Rs 
96,000 for free food and other ar-
rangements. Spiritual Mahafil will 
continue during urs days which 
will conclude on Monday. The 
auqaf department and police had 
made foolproof security arrange-
mentsfor the visitors.(APP)

KARACHI: The central bank on 
Saturday filed in the Supreme 
Court an application to withdraw 
its applications against the verdict 
of the Federal Sharia Court direct-
ing to make the banking system 
in the country Islamic within five 
years. Filed through Syed Rafaqat 
Hussain Shah, the application to 
withdraw the Civil Sharia Appeal 
read that no date had been fixed 
for hearing the appeal; “That the 

applicant seeks the kind indul-
gence of this court for withdrawal 
of the titled CMA unconditionally.” 
He went on to pray: “The forego-
ing, it is most respectfully prayed 
that the titled CMA may kindly be 
disposed of as withdrawn.” “Any 
other order deemed to be just and 
fair may also kindly be passed.” 
The appeals were filed against two 
separate appeals pending before 
the apex court.(Agencies)

Police arrest 13 drug pushers,  
recover 754 liters liquor

BAHAWALPUR: The district police 
have arrested thirteen alleged drug 
pushers and recovered 754 litres of 
liquor from their possession during 
raids in different areas of the dis-
trict. A spokesman for Bahawalpur 
police said that acting on a tip-off, 
police teams of police stations in-
cluding PS Sadar, PS Baghdadul Ja-
did, PS Dera Nawab, PS Uch Sharif, 
PS Dhor Kot, PS Noshahra Jadid, PS 
Chani Goth, PS Khairpur Tamewali 

and PS Hasilpur conducted raids at 
dens located within their jurisdic-
tion and arrested 13 alleged drug 
pushers. The police recovered 754 
litres of locally made liquor from the 
possession of the accused. The ac-
cused were identified as Maqsood, 
Tariq, Iqbal, Kamran, Israr, Riaz, 
Amir, Sadique, Khan, Azhar, Insha 
and others. The police have lodged 
separate cases against the suspects. 
Further probe was underway. (APP)

PBF calls for effective planning to cope up 
the challenges of climate change

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan business 
Forum (PBF) has called for effec-
tive planning to cope up the future 
challenges of the climate changes 
which it said had placed Pakistan 
at the crossroads with the fact of 
encompassing the third biggest ice 
mass of the world and simultane-
ously, confronting the sharply surg-
ing temperatures of the region. Dr 
Urwa Elahi, additional secretary 
general of case studies and research 
unit of PBF, has noted that the im-
pressions were severe in Pakistan 
where around 30 million people are 
affected and potential damage was 
consistently on the rise. “High tem-
peratures warming the Arabian Sea 
coupled with the weather warping 
effects of la Nina brought deadly pre-
cipitations in Pakistan where glacial 
melt further added to the misery,” 
she noted. Quoting Federal Minister 
for Climate Change Senator Sherry 
Rehman, she further elaborated that 
a one-third of the country was under 
water, presenting a sight of an ocean 

with rare or no patches of land, after 
the recent floods. “A sight of plight 
indeed as the people, livestock and 
the infrastructure have drowned 
under 10 or more feet of water,” 
she quoted. She further pointed out 
even more unfortunate was the fact 
that the torrential rains system and 
the potential floods risk was quite 
persistent threatening what is left as 
refuge and said Extreme floods are 
followed by extreme droughts as 
water tends to flow into sea during 
flood than leaching into the soil 
ironically inducing a water short-
age. She further noted that with a 
hastily estimated $30 billion loss to 
economy the terror of this deadly 
flood was yet unfolding in the other 
dependent sectors including food, 
agriculture to health and infrastruc-
ture. The human security index hit 
lowest in the wake of natural disas-
ter across the state that simultane-
ously opened multiple fronts, for the 
government, requiring immediate 
attention. (APP)

Concrete measures under way to make  
Gilgit plastic free; chief secretary GB

Jaffar Express to restart operation from 20th

CM orders to improve civic facilities in city

GILGIT: Concrete measures are un-
der way to make district Gilgit plas-
tic free, said Chief Secretary Gilgit 
Baltistan Muhiudeen Wani in an offi-
cial statement to media here Sunday. 
He said that under his instructions, 
a meeting with GB traders Associa-
tion and Plastic Bags Importers As-
sociation was held under Commis-
sioner Gilgit which was attended by 
DC Gilgit and Director GB EPA. He 
said that the traders were convinced 
to stock out existing polythene bags 

and not to import anymore in Gilg-
it. He said that the traders would be 
given advantage by providing them 
business of alternatives like biode-
gradable bags, cloth and paper bags. 
The Chief Secretary said that aware-
ness campaign would be launched by 
Monday, adding that officials would 
arrange meetings with superstore 
and other stakeholders and owners 
to convince them to keep cloth and 
paper bags of their stores with green 
branding. (Agencies)

FAISALABAD: The Pakistan Railways 
has decided to restore Jaffar Express 
train (Peshawar-Quetta) upto Mach 
railway station from November 20. 
The decision was taken in a meeting 
presided over by PR Minister Khawa-
ja Saad Rafique at the PR Headquar-
ters here on Saturday. It was decided 
that passengers from Mach to Quetta 
would be transported by buses under 
security of the Balochistan govern-
ment. The Railways had especially 
constructed seven new washrooms 

and two power generators had been 
installed at Mach Railway Station to 
facilitate passengers. The minister 
directed the administration to install 
new benches and additional water 
coolers besides security of passengers. 
The minister appreciated the Division-
al Superintendent Quetta for complet-
ing 50 per cent Hirok bridge on a war 
footing. It was decided that sugges-
tions would be sought from the cham-
ber of commerce to increase revenue 
at Quetta-Taftan section. (APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi said that the 
Lahorites would be provided excellent 
basic facilities and expressed his re-
solve that all possible resources would 
be provided to improve civic facilities 
in the Lahore Development Authority 
(LDA) schemes. He was chairing the 
sixth meeting of the LDA governing 
body here on Saturday in which the 
Water and Sanitation Agency (Wasa) 
had been directed to improve its per-
formance. He said the Wasa would 
have to keep itself abreast of the lat-
est requirements by shunning its tra-
ditional manner in order to timely 
resolve problems of the citizens. He 
vowed to transform the Wasa so as to 
make it a public service institution in a 
true sense. The chief minister said that 

provision of clean water and making 
betterment in the sewerage system 
was a fundamental right of people. 
He warned that no negligence would 
be tolerated in the provision of clean 
water and in the installation of sew-
erage pipelines. He stopped the Wasa 
from collecting sewerage charges 
from mosques and accorded approv-
al to make necessary amendments in 
the rules and regulations for the con-
struction of new schools. Approval 
was granted to make amendments in 
the rules for the legal advisors, consul-
tants in the Wasa and in the Law firm. 
He directed to settle the issue relating 
to the allowance of LDA engineers 
and accorded approval to upgrade the 
posts of tube well operators during the 
meeting. (APP)

Rickshaw union takes out rally to  
pay tribute to services of Pak army

VEHARI:Ittehad Rickshaw Union 
(IRU) arranged a rally to express 
solidarity and paid rich tribute to 
the Pakistan army, here on Satur-
day. The rally commenced from 
V-Chowk and culminated at Quaid-
e-Azam Chowk. Led by the patron-
in-chief of Ittehad Rickshaw Union, 
the rally was attended by hundreds 
of people. The participants were 
carrying banners and placards in-

scribed with slogans in support of 
the services of the Pakistan army. 
Rana Fakhar ul islam addressing 
the rally criticized the politicians 
who were dragging the institution 
into politics. He stated that the 
whole nation was standing by the 
prestigious institution. He lauded 
the role and services of the armed 
forces for the cause of dear home-
land. (APP)

DC visits water supply scheme at Rohri canal
NAWABSHAH: Deputy Commission-
er Shehryar Gul Memon visited Mega 
Water Supply Scheme at Main Rohri 
Canal and inspected the water supply 
process here on Saturday. During the 
visit, DC instructed respective officials 
to ensure the supply of potable water 
to citizens while its supply time shall 
also be increased. Later DC also visited 
Muzzammil Town, saline drain passing 
from near Veterinary University and 

other nearby areas. DC took view of 
the draining of flood rain water from 
villages and agriculture lands to saline 
drain. He instructed related officials to 
ensure drain out all rain water from ag-
riculture lands and villages at all cost in 
order to provide relief to area residents. 
DC assured growers and area residents 
that district administration was taking 
all possible measures to drain out rain 
water at the earliest. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

6 Business
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Sunday 13 November 2022

UN, Russia Grain, Fertiliser Exports Talks End Without Breakthrough 

 US sets conditions for India to keep buying Russian oil

Geneva: United Nations chiefs 
held talks with Russian officials 
Friday on the Black Sea agree-
ments on exporting grain and fer-
tilisers, eight days before one of 
the deals is set to expire. The dis-
cussions took place behind closed 
doors at the UN Palais des Na-
tions headquarters in Geneva and 
wrapped up mid-afternoon. “The 
discussions updated on progress 
made in facilitating the unimpeded 
export of food and fertilisers, in-
cluding ammonia, originating from 
the Russian Federation to global 
markets,” said a UN statement. 
The meeting between UN human-
itarian chief Martin Griffiths, UN 

trade and development agency 
head Rebeca Grynspan and a Rus-
sian delegation led by deputy for-
eign minister Sergei Vershinin also 
focused on “steps taken to facili-
tate payments, shipping insurance, 
and access to EU ports for grains 
and fertiliser”. “The world cannot 
afford to let global fertiliser acces-
sibility problems become a global 
food shortage,” the statement said. 
The UN also managed to unblock 
a shipment of 20,000 tons of fer-
tiliser in the Netherlands, stuck in 
the Dutch port of Rotterdam due to 
EU-imposed sanctions on certain 
individuals and goods. The ship-
ment will head for Malawi in the 

coming days under the auspices of 
the UN’s World Food Programme, 
according to the Netherlands’ 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “The 
fertiliser in question was frozen 
because a sanctioned individual 
is involved with the Russian com-
pany that owns it,” it said, without 
naming the individual or company 
involved. “The decision to release 
the fertiliser was made on the un-
derstanding that the UN would 
ensure that it is delivered to the 
agreed location (Malawi) and that 
the Russian company and sanc-
tioned individual will earn nothing 
from the transaction,” the Hague 
said. (Agencies)

Washington has given its blessing 
for India to keep buying as much 
Russian oil as it wishes, even at 
prices exceeding those set by the 
G7-imposed cap mechanism – but 
only if it refrains from using West-
ern insurance, finance and maritime 
services to fulfill the transactions. 
Russian crude “is going to be selling 
at bargain prices, and we’re happy 
to have India get that bargain or 
Africa or China,” US Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen told Reuters in 
New Delhi, where she met with Indi-
an Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman on Friday. Yellen argued that 
once the European Union halts all 
seaborne imports of Russian oil 

next month, Moscow will be forced 
to accept the capped price or signif-
icant discounts from market rates. 
“Russia is going to find it very dif-
ficult to continue shipping as much 
oil as they have done when the EU 
stops buying Russian oil,” Yellen 
said, adding “They’re going to be 
heavily in search of buyers, and 
many buyers are reliant on West-
ern services.” Sanctions will limit 
the availability of those services to 
buyers that abide by the price cap. 
The mechanism will give India and 
other countries that operate outside 
the cap greater leverage to push 
down the prices they pay for oil, Yel-
len explained. The goal is to keep 

Russian oil on the market while 
punishing Moscow for its military 
offensive in Ukraine and drastically 
reducing its energy revenues. Rus-
sian officials have said the country 
won’t sell oil or other commodities 
at capped prices. Last month a US 
Treasury official estimated that as 
much as 90% of Russian oil would 
continue to flow to buyers outside 
the cap mechanism. The world’s 
third-largest oil importer, India has 
ramped up purchases of Russian 
crude this year, and in October Mos-
cow overtook Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
to become New Delhi’s largest oil 
supplier, according to energy cargo 
tracker Vortexa. (Agencies)

Alibaba keeps Singles 
Day sales tally under 
wraps for first time

BEIJING: Chinese e-commerce gi-
ant Alibaba has not released full 
sales figures for its annual Singles 
Day event for the first time ever, as 
a cooling economy dampened de-
mand. Launched in 2009, Singles 
Day is the world’s largest shopping 
festival, dwarfing similar US events 
such as Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday in terms of sales.  Aliba-
ba’s sales last year hit 540.3 billion 
yuan ($76.1-billion), and many were 
watching to see if the company and 
other retailers taking part could 
combine for a record one trillion 
yuan in sales. In a statement Sat-
urday, Alibaba said results for this 
year’s event were “in line with last 
year’s... despite macro challenges 
and Covid-related impact,” with-
out offering details. Some 290,000 
brands participated in 2022, it add-
ed, with merchants offering varying 
levels of discounts starting as early 
as late October. Research firm Syn-
tun a day earlier estimated that plat-
forms including Alibaba and JD.com 
had reached a combined 262 bil-
lion yuan between 8pm Thursday 
and 2pm Friday. Once a festival of 
frenzied consumption led by Aliba-
ba’s effervescent founder Jack Ma, 
Singles Day has been more mut-
ed in recent years amid a Beijing 
crackdown on online platforms and 
waning state media coverage. Con-
sumers are also tightening their 
belts as Beijing persists with a ze-
ro-Covid strategy that has led to 
widespread pay cuts and disrupted 
supply chains. Conceived by Aliba-
ba, the event’s title riffs on a tongue-
in-cheek celebration of singlehood 
inspired by the four ones -- “11/11” 
-- that denote its date of November 
11. Alibaba is scheduled to report its 
earnings to stakeholders next week. 
(Agencies).

Musk takes on thrash metal drummer in 
US$56bil fight

Thai crocodile farmers want trade restrictions relaxed

Ireland’s financial blind spot hit by mass tech job cuts 

PSX announces to list GCIL in Chemical Sector

SBP introduces whistle blowing forum to discourage 
unauthorised Forex activities

Saudi Arabia approves framework for renewable 
energy systems for self-use

WILMINGTON: Elon Musk has taken 
on Detroit’s automakers, short-sellers 
and securities regulators. Next week, 
the Tesla chief executive is set to square 
off in court against an unlikely foe – a 
thrash metal drummer who hopes to 
strip Musk of his US$56 billion pay. The 
trial will pit the world’s richest person 
against one of the electric carmaker’s 
smallest investors, Richard Tornetta, 
who held just nine shares when he sued 
in 2018. Tornetta sued Musk and the 
Tesla board on behalf of the company 
in what is known as a shareholder de-
rivative lawsuit. If successful, Musk’s 
2018 package of stock grants will be 
rescinded, benefiting Tesla. Tornetta is 
not seeking damages for himself. His-
torically, cases brought by investors 
with a near-meaningless economic 
stake in the litigation have been criti-
cised by business groups as “nuisance 

suits”. Such lawsuits often end quickly 
in a non-monetary settlement and a 
payment to the attorneys representing 
the plaintiff. “This case looks different,” 
said Jessica Erickson, a professor at 
University of Richmond School of Law 
who has specialised in shareholder lit-
igation. Tornetta’s case survived a mo-
tion to dismiss in 2019 and is heading to 
a week-long trial beginning on Monday 
in Wilmington, Delaware that will fea-
ture live testimony from Musk, who last 
month bought Twitter for US$44 bil-
lion. The pay package was widely crit-
icised and California’s teachers retire-
ment system known as CalSTRS was 
among the investors who voted against 
it. Legal experts said such large share-
holders are unlikely to sue because it 
might invite blowback from Musk and 
cut off access to management. CalSTRS 
declined to comment. (Agencies)

SRI RACHA: Crocodile farmers in 
Thailand are suggesting a novel ap-
proach to saving the country’s dwin-
dling number of endangered wild 
crocodiles. They want to relax regula-
tions on cross-border trade of the rep-
tiles and their parts to boost demand 
for products made from ones raised 
in captivity. With only about 100 Sia-
mese crocodiles estimated to be living 
in the wild in Thailand, the species is 
technically teetering on local extinc-
tion. Crocodile farmers, meanwhile, 
are raising millions of the animals in 
captivity, but also not faring so well. 
The coronavirus pandemic devastated 
sales of their products due to an almost 
complete halt in the lucrative market 
of visiting tourists. In response, Thai-
land’s crocodile industry, whose $200 
million in annual sales plunged nearly 
90% during the pandemic, is promot-
ing a two-track solution it hopes can 
benefit itself as well as the reptile spe-
cies. In addition to seeking a relaxation 
of tight regulations on international 
trade of their products, they are spear-
heading an effort to restock Siamese 
crocodiles in the wild. Although the 
industry had its roots in the capture of 
wild crocodiles, breeders and traders 
argue that a successful and well-reg-
ulated farming business can help re-
build the wild crocodile population. 

Advocates of easing trade rules believe 
the successful breeding of Siamese 
crocodiles on farms means it’s no lon-
ger cost effective to hunt them in the 
wild, and a thriving commercial indus-
try will help fund conservation proj-
ects Thailand will propose a relaxation 
of the rules on the trade in Siamese 
crocodiles at next week’s meeting in 
Panama of the 184-nation CITES, the 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora. The Thai proposal seeks to 
change the current listing of Siamese 
crocodiles from Appendix I, a cate-
gory with extremely strict trade rules 
for species under threat, to Appendix 
II, with more relaxed rules that place 
less regulatory burden on buyers who 
import the products. Yosapong Tem-
siripong, the head of the Thai Croc-
odile Farm Association and owner 
of the Sriracha Moda Farm, said this 
would help revive the battered indus-
try, allowing easier export of meat to 
countries such as China and, more im-
portantly, crocodile skins to big over-
seas fashion brands for handbags and 
shoes. Relaxed rules would help Thai-
land compete with the United States, 
Zimbabwe and Australia, which are 
major exporters of crocodile species 
that are not in the category of most en-
dangered. (Agencies)

DUBLIN: The wave of job cuts across 
the technology industry is a particular 
concern for Ireland and its finances, 
thanks to its huge exposure to tax 
revenue from multinational corpora-
tions.
The announcement from Meta Plat-
forms Inc that it is cutting 13% of its 
workforce — which would equate to 
about 350 roles in Ireland — followed 
news of huge reductions at Stripe Inc 
and Twitter Inc. That is hundreds of 
jobs lost or at risk within days, with 
more expected. “There will be fur-
ther lay-offs in other companies in 
the coming weeks,” Deputy Prime 
Minister Leo Varadkar told Ireland’s 
Parliament on Thursday. While the 
government does not have any de-
tails, “it’s likely to happen”, he said. 
While the technology sector is a big 

employer in Ireland, the country’s 
exposure runs far deeper. Companies 
account for about a quarter of tax 
revenue, and it is heavily concentrat-
ed among a handful of big tech and 
pharmaceutical firms. More than half 
of corporate tax receipts come from 
just 10 businesses, according to De-
partment of Finance analysis. It is a 
reliance that the department has de-
scribed as a “blind spot”, noting that 
it can be a volatile income source. 
Total corporate tax receipts jumped 
30% to €15.3 billion (RM73.01 billion) 
in 2021 and the government expects 
them to reach €22 billion-€23 billion 
in 2023. As a revenue stream, it is 
“getting to the point where it’s fright-
ening”, Alan Barrett, director of Ire-
land’s Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI), (Agencies)

November: The Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) announced the listing 
of Ghani Chemical Industries Lim-
ited (GCIL) on Nov 14, 2022 in the 
chemical sector, notice issued by 
PSX on Friday showed. The Compa-
ny is being listed on the Exchange 
pursuant to the Scheme of Arrange-
ment for merger of G3 Technologies 
Limited (GTECH) with and into 
GCIL sanctioned by the Lahore High 
Court vide order dated October 11, 
2022. Furthermore, as per the swap 
ratio disclosed in the Scheme, the 
shareholders of GTECH will be al-
lotted 0.3 share of GCIL against 1 
share of GTECH. The Audited Ac-
counts for the year ended June 30, 
2022 and the 1st Quarter Accounts 
for the period ended September 30, 
2022 of GCIL have been dissemi-
nated through PUCARS on Nov 2, 
2022. The following information is 
being provided:
1) Trading in the shares of the com-
pany will commence on the Ex-

change’s Main Board from Nov 14, 
2022 and shall be settled on T+2 ba-
sis. The first settlement date will be 
Nov 16, 2022.
2) The Market Lot of the company 
will be 500 shares of Rs10 each.
3) The shares of the company have 
already been declared an eligible 
security by the Central Depository 
Company of Pakistan and all the 
transactions shall be settled through 
the National Clearing Company of 
Pakistan Limited (NCCPL). 
NCCPL has assigned GCIL to the 
Company as their Company Code 
/ Security Symbol.4) The Opening 
Price of the shares of the Company 
will be Rs37.55 per share, as de-
termined by the Auditors of GCIL 
which has already been disseminat-
ed through PUCARS on October 20, 
2022.
5) The Company will be quoted in 
the chemical sector in the daily quo-
tation.
(Agencies)

KARACHI: State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) introduced, on Friday, a ‘Whis-
tle Blowing Forum’ for identification 
of unauthorised foreign exchange 
activities for promoting an environ-
ment of accountability and integrity. 
Public, at large, may use the dedicat-
ed email address- WhistleBlowing.
FX@sbp.org.pk- to report to SBP 
any unauthorised foreign exchange 
activity, said a statement issued 
here. The email may also be used 
to report if any exchange company 
refrained from providing system 
generated receipt of the currency 
exchange transaction. The central 
bank urged the public to be judicious 
in reporting any unauthorised for-
eign exchange activity and provide 
facts and as much specific infor-
mation and particulars as possible 
to examine the matter thoroughly. 
“They are also expected to refrain 
from rumour mongering, specula-
tion, false and frivolous allegations 
or accusations,” the SBP spokesper-
son said adding that identity of the 

complainant would be kept confi-
dential however the disclosure of 
identity for utilising the forum was 
voluntary. The SBP also introduced 
another email address, facilitation.
fx@sbp.org.pk, to receive public 
concerns if any person faced any is-
sue in dealing with exchange com-
panies including sale/purchase of 
foreign currency notes by ECs, is-
suing receipts which are not system 
generated, charging exorbitantly 
high exchange rate over those dis-
played on the notice board, denial of 
genuine requests of the customer for 
provision of foreign currencies, etc. 
The SBP regulates foreign exchange 
business in the country under For-
eign Exchange Regulation Act, 1947 
and under the Act central bank has 
authorised twenty six exchange 
companies of “A” category and twen-
ty exchange companies of “B” cat-
egory to deal in foreign exchange 
business including sale purchase of 
foreign currency notes. (APP)

RIYADH: Chaired by Minister of En-
ergy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, the 
Board of Directors of the Water and 
Electricity Regulatory Authority has 
approved the regulatory framework for 
renewable energy systems for self-con-
sumption. The move reflects the energy 
system’s efforts to develop regulations 
that contribute to achieving the goals of 
the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 in the use of 
renewable energy. The approval, after 
the completion of organizational and 
technical arrangements with various 
relevant authorities, aimed at contrib-
uting to the diversification of electri-
cal energy sources and supporting the 

strategic plans of the energy system in 
the Kingdom, including reducing emis-
sions and reaching the optimal energy 
mix. The decision will enable consum-
ers to install renewable energy systems 
for self-use, expanding beneficiaries 
of renewable energy technologies and 
diversifying energy sources to achieve 
the optimal mix of electrical energy 
production. Those wishing to build and 
operate renewable energy generation 
systems for self-use can contact the 
electric service provider for further de-
tails. The regulations can also be found 
by visiting the authority’s website 
(www.wera.gov.sa).  (Agencies)

Disney+ gains 12m subscribers, losses accumulate
WASHINGTON - The Disney+ 
streaming service saw its subscriber 
ranks jump by 12 million users com-
pared to June as the home to “Obi-Wan 
Kenobi” and “Black Panther” contin-
ued to defy a souring economy. The 
gain beat analyst expectations, but 
the California-based group’s stream-
ing services, which include Disney+, 
ESPN+ and Hulu, more than doubled 
their year-to-year operating losses to 
$1.47-billion for the July to Septem-

ber period, the results said. The num-
ber of people subscribing to Disney+ 
reached 164.2 million people, more 
than the 161 million estimated by 
Factset, a data company. But this was 
offset by the high financial loss for 
Disney’s flagship streaming service 
which is facing a wall of rivals, includ-
ing industry leader Netflix and its 223 
million subscribers worldwide.
Walt Disney Co. CEO Bob Chapek said 
that building the streaming business 

had required “significant investment,” 
and that the service was now suffer-
ing “peak operating losses, which we 
expect to decline going forward.” Dis-
ney+, fast on the heels of Netflix, is 
about to launch a cheaper but ad-sup-
ported subscription offering to attract 
even more viewers but also diversify 
its revenue stream. Disney’s version 
will launch on December 8 for $7.99 
a month, while its basic ad-free sub-
scription jumps to $10.99. (Agencies)
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France beat Canada to claim women’s Rugby 
World Cup bronze

Rain rocks Nedbank Golf Challenge

Swiss beat Canada to reach BJK Cup semi-finals

NHL, NHLPA delay World Cup of Hockey by one 
year to February 2025

Belarus, Russia sign program of cooperation 
in sport for 2023-2024

Leclerc qualifies 10th after Ferrari tyre blunder

Canada draw 2-2 with Bahrain

AUCKLAND: France ran in five tries 
to thrash Canada 36-0 in the wom-
en’s World Cup third-place playoff 
at Eden Park today and secure the 
bronze medal for the seventh time 
in nine editions of the tournament. 
Winger Marine Menager scored two 
tries and lock Madoussou Fall, out-
standing scrumhalf Pauline Bour-
don and prop Annaelle Deshaye 
also crossed as France ruthlessly 
took apart the 2014 runners-up. De-
nied a place in their first final after 
Caroline Drouin missed a late pen-
alty against New Zealand last week, 
France kept the Canadians shackled 
with brutal defence even when Ga-
brielle Vernier was sent to the sin 

bin in the second half. There was 
also some French flair to go with the 
forward power and Bourdon’s try 
came after centre Vernier had sliced 
through the Canadian defence, 
while Menager’s first resulted from 
a flurry of passes down the blind-
side. (Agencies)

JOHANNESBURG: The weather had 
the final say on day two of the Nedbank 
Golf Challenge with play suspended 
due to lightning and a waterlogged 
golf course. Play was first suspended at 
11:49 because of a thunderstorm, and it 
wasn’t able to resume as the Gary Play-
er Country Club was soaked by consis-

tent rain throughout the afternoon. The 
second round is set resume on Satur-
day morning, with the third round to 
follow after its completion. New Zea-
lander Ryan Fox and England’s Luke 
Donald are currently tied for the lead 
on eight under par through three holes 
of their second rounds. (Agencies)

GLASGOW: Switzerland booked their 
place in the last four of the Billie Jean 
King Cup Finals as Viktorija Golubic 
and Belinda Bencic claimed singles 
victories against Canada on Friday. 
Golubic hit back to beat former U.S. 
Open champion Bianca Andreescu 
2-6 6-3 6-4 before Bencic beat Leylah 
Fernandez 6-0 7-5 to give last year 
s runners-up an unassailable lead. 
Switzerland will top Group A and will 
face a semi-final against either the 
Czech Republic or the United States 
who face off in a Group D decider lat-
er in Glasgow.Friday s clash between 
the Swiss and the Canadians was ef-
fectively a group decider after both 

teams beat Italy. Golubic replaced Jil 
Teichmann and initially the switch ap-
peared to be backfiring for the Swiss 
as Andreescu ran away with the open-
ing set. But errors began creeping 
into the Andreescu game and Golubic 
raised her level to take full advantage, 
taking the second set and moving 5-2 
in front in the decider. Andreescu did 
manage to recover one break of serve 
after a medical timeout but Golubic 
sealed victory. Bencic then came out 
all guns blazing against Fernandez to 
race through the opening set, but the 
Canadian dug deep in an absorbing 
second set before Bencic wrapped up 
victory. (Agencies)

Russia’s war in Ukraine has derailed 
plans to hold a World Cup of Hock-
ey this winter. The NHL and NHL 
Players’ Association on Friday aban-
doned plans to stage a World Cup in 
February 2024 as they had hoped, 
saying in a joint statement ̀ `iit is not 
feasible’’ in the current environment. 
There is uncertainty about what to 
do with players from Russia since 
the country’s invasion of Ukraine 
earlier this year and the ongoing 
war there. Some countries did not 
want Russians to participate, even if 
under a different name and without 
national team uniforms as was done 
at recent Olympics as a punishment 
for state-sponsored doping. Players 
want the best in the world to take 
part -- a group that would include a 

number of Russians -- and that creat-
ed an impasse with time running out 
to pull a World Cup together. ``The 
conflict in the Ukraine makes it dif-
ficult to deal with the Russian is-
sue, and we’ve certainly heard from 
some of the participating countries 
or countries who would participate 
would have objections to Russian 
participation in the World Cup,’’ 
Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said 
last month. ``Obviously (it is) some-
thing that’s relevant and we’d take 
into consideration in connection 
with making decisions.’’ The league 
and union said they hope to stage 
the event in February 2025 and will 
continue to plan for that. The delay 
buys the league and players time to 
figure things out. (Agencies)

MINSK: The Belarusian Sport and 
Tourism Ministry and the Minis-
try of Sport of the Russian Federa-
tion signed a cooperation program 
for 2023-2024 during a joint board 
meeting in Smolensk, Russia, BelTA 
learned from the press service of the 
Sport and Tourism Ministry. The par-
ties reviewed the status of the calen-
dar plan for joint sports events and a 
program to harmonize cooperation 
between Belarus and Russia in the 
field of physical education and sport. 
Following the joint meeting, the min-
istries signed a program of coopera-

tion in the field of physical education 
and sport for 2023-2024. “In the face 
of restrictions from international or-
ganizations, we managed to attract a 
large number of athletes from many 
countries to participate in competi-
tions on the territory of the Union 
State. Russia and Belarus have exten-
sive experience in holding all kinds of 
sports and business events. With in-
teraction between the ministries well 
established, we propose to focus on 
interregional ties. There is a proposal 
to hold the second CIS Games in an 
open format. (Agencies)

SAO PAULO: Ferrari added another 
blunder to a season’s list of errors 
on Friday when they sent Charles 
Leclerc into a pole position shootout 
in Brazil with different tyres to every-
one else. The gamble on the weather 
backfired and the unhappy Mone-
gasque qualified 10th for Saturday’s 
Sao Paulo sprint race after red flags 
and rain at Interlagos left him with 
no lap time on the board from the 
final phase. “Am I the only one on 
inters?” Leclerc asked over the team 
radio during his first lap out of the 
pits when he realised everyone else 

was on soft slick tyres rather than the 
slower damp track option. “There’s 
no rain,” he added. The Ferrari driver 
was then forced to pit again but Mer-
cedes’ George Russell slid into the 
gravel and triggered red flags to halt 
the session. The rain then came down 
more heavily, denying him the chance 
of a flying lap. Leclerc, who is battling 
Red Bull’s Sergio Perez for second 
place in a championship already won 
by Max Verstappen, will start along-
side the Mexican on Saturday in a 
100km race that determines Sunday’s 
main grand prix grid. (Agencies)

MANAMA: Canada came from 
behind to grab a 2-2 draw with 
Bahrain in a friendly match in Ma-
nama on Friday, giving players a 
final chance to impress coach John 
Herdman before he names his Qa-
tar World Cup squad. Herdman is 
set to announce his selection on 
Sunday, a day before the Nov. 14 
FIFA deadline. Canada, ranked 
41st in the world, fielded a team 
of mostly Major League Soccer 
players against the 85th-ranked 
Bahrain and looked far off their 
best, needing an 81st minute goal 
from Lucas Cavallini to escape 
with a draw at Al-Khalifa Stadium. 
Canada were quickly out in front 
with Ismael Kone scoring in the 
sixth minute when he split a pair 
of Bahrain defenders and broke 
in alone then struck a rocket to 

the top left corner. But Mahdi Hu-
maidan equalised for Bahrain sev-
en minutes later and Abdulla Yusuf 
scored from the penalty spot after 
the break to put the hosts up 2-1. 
Injury concerns continued to pile 
up for the Canadians who are back 
in the World Cup for the first time 
since 1986. Centre back Doneil 
Henry picked up an injury during 
the warmup and was replaced in 
the starting lineup by Joel Water-
man. Already ruled out of Qatar 
are defender Scott Kennedy with 
a shoulder injury and goalkeeper 
Maxime Crepeau, who broke a leg 
last Saturday during the MLS Cup. 
Canada are also keeping a close 
eye on Alphonso Davies after the 
Bayern Munich left back sustained 
a hamstring injury in Bundesliga 
action last weekend. (Agencies)

Brazil tops US 94-79 in World Cup basketball qualifying

Coca-Cola to host FIFA Fan Festival in Riyadh

WASHINGTON: USA Basketball 
still has some work to do before 
clinching a berth in next year’s 
World Cup. Bruno Caboclo scored 
24 points, Georghino De Paula add-
ed 18 and Brazil greatly improved 
its chances of making the 32-team 
World Cup field by beating the US 
94-79 in a qualifying game on Fri-
day. The US would have wrapped 

up a World Cup spot with a win. The 
Americans now will have to wait un-
til at least Monday, when they play 
host to Colombia. “You have to give 
them credit,” US coach Jim Boylen 
said. “They played well, they exe-
cuted well and their size and phys-
icality bothered us. We’ve got to 
learn from this moment.”
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Thousands of football 
fans in Saudi Arabia and the re-
gion will be able to watch adren-
aline-pumping World Cup games 
at a special Coca-Cola FIFA Fan 
Festival in Riyadh. The venue at 
Prince Faisal bin Fahad Olym-
pic Complex can accommodate 
3,500 fans for live broadcasts on 
a huge state-of-the-art screen 

with purpose-built stadium-style 
seating. In addition, there will be 
various entertainment activities, 
including performances by local 
musicians. “We’re incredibly ex-
cited to partner with Coca-Cola 
to bring the electric atmosphere 
of the FIFA World Cup directly to 
football fans in Riyadh,” said FIFA 
Chief Business Officer Romy Gai. 

“This high-energy event will com-
bine the best of football, music 
and culture, creating memorable 
moments and unforgettable ex-
periences for fans beyond Qatar.” 
With the Saudi national team tak-
ing part in the World Cup, excite-
ment levels are high across the 
Kingdom as the days count down 
to the big kickoff. (Agencies)

3rd Women Boxing 
C’ship in Quetta

Iranian archer apologises

F1 Azerbaijan  
date may change

QUETTA: Under the aegis of Ba-
lochistan sports and Youth Affairs 
Department and Balochistan Box-
ing Association 39th Men’s and 3rd 
Women’s National Championship 
is going to be held in Quetta from 
November 24 to 29, 2022. “More 
than three hundred men and wom-
en athletes and officials from vari-
ous departments including Paki-
stan Army, WAPDA Pakistan Navy, 
Pakistan Police will participate in 
the first Boxing National Champi-
onship to be held in Balochistan,” 
a handout issued here said. All the 
championship matches will be held 
at PSB Hall Ayub Sports Complex. 
The teams will arrive in Quetta on 
November 23 while the closing cer-
emony will be held on November 29.
The handout further noted that the 
players will be provided with the 
best residential transportation and 
other facilities during the champion-
ship. It merits mentioning here that 
the National Boxing Championship 
is going to be organized for the first 
time in Balochistan. It is hoped that 
this National Boxing Championship 
will be a milestone in Balochistan 
and Pakistan. (Agencies)

DUBAI: An Iranian archer has said 
she did not notice her hijab falling 
from her head during an awards 
ceremony in Tehran, after a video 
appeared to show her allowing the 
headscarf to drop in what was wide-
ly assumed to be a show of support 
for nationwide protests. In a vid-
eo posted on Instagram, Parmida 
Ghasemi said she had not noticed 
the hijab falling “due to wind and a 
lot of stress”. “This led to reactions 
which caused some misunderstand-
ings. My family and I have not, nor 
have ever had, any problem with 
the hijab. I wanted to apologise to 
the people, officials and my team-
mates,” she said, wearing a head-
scarf in the video. Iran has been 
by swept protests since 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini died in the custody of 
morality police nearly two months 
ago after being detained for “inap-
propriate attire”. (Agencies)

BAKU: The date of the Formula 1 
Azerbaijan Grand Prix can change 
due to doubts over the possibility 
of holding the Chinese Grand Prix, 
Report informs, citing Torcedores.
com. It is not excluded that the 
Grand Prix held at the Shanghai 
circuit will be postponed due to the 
situation related to the coronavirus 
pandemic in the country. If this hap-
pens, there will be a 4-week break 
between the races before and af-
ter the Chinese Grand Prix. This 
does not benefit the organizers.  
(Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: You never like to admit, not 
even to yourself, that you could be 
wrong about what you believe but 
what occurs this weekend could cast 
doubts on some of the conclusions 
you have reached about life. Don’t let 
your ego stop you investigating fur-
ther.
– TAURUS: You could fall out with a 
friend this weekend but if you do it 
should be easy enough to patch things 
up again later on. Try not to get emo-
tional about issues that need to be 
handled in a rational manner, because 
nothing good will come of it.
– GEMINI: A method or routine you 
have grown comfortable with over the 
years may have to be changed this 
weekend. The simple fact is there are 
a number of better ways you could be 
arranging your life, so give it some 
thought then do what has to be done.
– CANCER: You would do well over 
the next 48 hours to resist the urge to 
give voice to your feelings, especially 
if some of those feelings are anything 
but positive. Do you need to tell cer-
tain people what you really think of 
them? Of course not.
– LEO: You may be forced to cut back 
on your plans over the next few days 
but later on you will look back and 
recognize it was the right thing to do. 
The simple fact is not even a Leo can 

have things their own way all the time.
– VIRGO: Try not to give away infor-
mation that others might be able to 
use against you. It may not bother you 
what the world knows about your do-
ings but further down the line it could 
cause a few problems. It may be better 
to say nothing at all.
– LIBRA: Don’t rush into making a de-
cision about your financial situation, 
because it could easily be the wrong 
decision. The sense of urgency you 
feel has nothing to do with your own 
needs and everything to do with what 
other people think they can squeeze 
out of you.
– SCORPIO: Steer clear of situations 
where you are the one who has to 
make decisions that affect not only 
yourself but other people too. You may 
be overflowing with self-belief but it 
may not be matched by an ability to 
see clearly, so be careful.
– SAGITTARIUS: Cosmic activity in 
the most sensitive area of your chart 
makes it seem as if you have lost your 
way a bit in recent weeks but nothing 
bad is likely to come of it. It won’t be 
long before you are calling the shots 
again, so be patient.
– CAPRICORN: The quicker you want 
things to happen this weekend the 
more those you live and work with will 
make a point of moving at a slower 
pace. Maybe you should take the hint 
and recognize that they don’t want to 
function at such a frantic level.
– ACQUARIUS: You will have to deal 
with people in positions of authority 
over the next 48 hours and it is of the 
utmost priority that you put across 
your ideas to them in simple words 
and phrases. Just because they are 
powerful doesn’t mean they are smart!
– PISCES: As usual you are doing too 
many things for other people and not 
enough things for yourself. Forget 
about work and just have fun with 
your friends this weekend, and do so 
without your usual guilty conscience. 
You’ve more than earned some down 
time.
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Iran wins eighth men’s title at Sitting Volleyball World C’ships
TEHRAN: Iran’s men’s team claimed 
the title of the 2022 Sitting Volley-
ball World Championships in Sara-
jevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina Fri-
day night. Team Melli defeated host 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in straight 
sets (26-24, 32-30, 25-12). Defending 
champion Iran faced the home na-
tion in the men’s final, but stopped 

the crowd at Hotel Hills Arena from 
having much to cheer. This is Iran’s 
record eighth world title. Between 
them, Iran and Bosnia and Herze-
govina have won every world title 
since 1990. Brazil earned the men’s 
bronze medal, beating Egypt 25-21, 
20-25, 25-23, 26-24.
In the women’s final, Brazil won the 

world title with a hard-fought win 
over fellow first-time finalist Can-
ada 3-2 (25-23, 18-25, 21-25, 25-17, 
15-6). The US won the bronze-med-
al match against Slovenia 25-8, 25-
14, 25-10. Both new world champi-
ons also qualify for the Paris 2024 
Paralympics as a result of their vic-
tories. (Agencies)
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Slovenia to elect liberal lawyer as 1st female president 

Bolivia announces census in 2024 as protests hit 3-week mark

LJUBLJANA: Liberal candidate  
Natasa Pirc Musar appears poised 
to win a presidential election run-
off in Slovenia on Sunday, which 
would make her the small, central 
European country’s first female 
head of state. All opinion polls sug-
gest that the 54-year-old human 
rights advocate and lawyer has 
a wide lead going into the runoff 
against center-right former Foreign 
Minister Anze Logar.  Since none 
of the seven contenders who com-
peted in the first round managed 
to gather more than 50 percent of 
the ballots and claim outright vic-
tory, Logar and Pirc Musar went 
forward to a runoff.  While Logar 

led after the first round of voters, 
analysts in Slovenia have predicted 
the tables will be turned in runoff 

as centrist and liberal voters rally 
behind Pirc Musar. The winner will 
succeed President Borut Pahor, a 
centrist politician who sought to 
bridge Slovenia’s left-right political 
divide during his decade in office. 
Having served two five-year terms, 
Pahor was ineligible to seek a third. 
While the presidency is largely 
ceremonial in Slovenia, the head 
of state still is seen as a person of 
authority in the Alpine country of 
2 million people. Presidents nomi-
nate prime ministers and members 
of the constitutional court, who are 
then elected in parliament, and ap-
points members of the anti-corrup-
tion commission. (Agencies)

LA PAZ: Bolivia will hold its first 
census in more than a decade in 
2024, President Luis Arce said in 
a midnight speech today, sched-
uling it a year later than demand-
ed by the opposition, as protests 
crippling part of the nation hit the 
three-week mark. The largest city 
of Santa Cruz, a relatively wealthy 
farming hub and opposition bas-
tion, has ground to a halt in recent 
days amid a general strike demand-
ing that the census be held next 
year, before elections due in 2025. 

In an apparent bid to calm the wa-
ters, Arce said the census would be 
held on March 23, 2024, or three 
months before a previous govern-
ment deadline. “We have a respon-
sibility to carry out a quality census 
in which everyone participates,” 
Arce said. “We call for the return 
of calm, peace and normality in 
the department of Santa Cruz.” On 
Friday, protesters had clashed with 
government-aligned groups, with 
television showing images of alter-
cations featuring Molotov cocktails, 

motorcycles, firecrackers, stones 
and sticks. The three weeks of pro-
tests have killed four and injured 
more than 170, the government 
said. It has blamed the surge of vio-
lence on Santa Cruz governor Luis 
Fernando Camacho, who began the 
strike on Oct 22, along with other 
opposition groups. The strike has 
worsened food shortages and sent 
already high prices soaring, cost-
ing about US$700 million, economy 
minister Marcelo Montenegro said. 
(Agencies)

UK, France to strike migrants deal on Monday

Bahrain heads to polls without opposition candidates

Jailed hunger striker’s sister appeals to Egypt’s president

Climate activists take to trees to save German village

19 killed after minibus falls into canal in Egypt

Sweden to spurn nuclear weapons as NATO member

China says only ‘refining’ 
Covid rules

Turkey appoints new envoy 
to Israel after four-year gap

BEIJING: China’s top health officials 
say that a sweeping overhaul to its 
zero-Covid playbook was a refine-
ment of rules and not a relaxation of 
controls, dismissing interpretations 
that the changes were. Brandishing 
data that showed cutting centralised 
quarantine for travellers and close 
contacts to five days would still catch 
the vast majority of Covid infections, 
the officials said a strict attitude. The 
changes, which include reining in 
mass testing and banning local offi-
cials from over-zealous lockdowns, 
come from “a better understanding 
of the virus, and better research and 
development of vaccines”,. Still, offi-
cials did not rule out a further easing 
of the rules. When asked about one 
day shuttering centralised quarantine 
camps, Wang Liping, a researcher at 
the Chinese Center for Disease Con-
trol and. The messaging came as a 
clear riposte to market euphoria over 
the 20 new measures to guide Covid 
control, the announcement of which 
sent Chinese shares surging on Friday 
as investors cheered a potential. Nev-
ertheless, change has come quickly 
on the ground across China as cities 
reduced mass Covid testing and re-
leased people from quarantine camps 
according to the new guidelines, even 
as the national caseload. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkey has appointed an 
ambassador to Israel after a gap of four 
years in the latest step towards normal-
ising ties with the Jewish state. Sakir 
Ozkan Torunlar, a veteran diplomat who 
had served as Turkey’s consul general 
in Jerusalem between 2010 and 2014, 
was named to the post in a presidential 
decree late Friday, Turkish media re-
ported. Ankara withdrew its ambassa-
dor to Israel in May 2018 and threw out 
the Israeli envoy over the Israeli army’s 
killing of dozens of Palestinians. Israel 
riposted by sending back the Turkish 
consul in Jerusalem. (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain and France are set 
to agree a deal possibly as soon as 
Monday to ramp up their joint efforts 
to stop illegal migrants from making 
perilous crossings of the English 
Channel, a British newspaper report-
ed on Saturday. The agreement will 
significantly increase the 200 French 
officers and volunteers who operate 
on Channel beaches and France will 
aim for a “much higher” proportion 
of migrants to be prevented from 
leaving, the Telegraph newspaper 
said. France will agree to a joint con-
trol centre where British immigra-
tion officials will be stationed, it said. 

On Friday, British foreign minister 
James Cleverly and French coun-
terpart Catherine Colonna issued a 
statement stressing the “urgency of 
tackling all forms of illegal migra-
tion.” British officials have said a 
deal is close. British and French gov-
ernment officials declined to com-
ment on the reports on Saturday. The 
Express newspaper said a deal could 
be signed in the next week and was 
likely include more British drones to 
detect migrants hiding in sand dunes 
before they attempt the dangerous 
crossings often in flimsy dinghies. 
(Agencies)

MANAMA: Bahrainis head to the 
polls Saturday but despite a record 
number of people vying for seats, a 
ban on opposition candidates means 
it will bring no meaningful change, 
rights groups said.  More than 330 
candidates, including a record 73 
women, are competing to join the 40-
seat council of representatives -- the 
lower house of parliament that ad-
vises King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa, 
who has ruled since his father died in 
March 1999.  This is up from the 293 
people -- including 41 women -- that 
ran for parliament in the last election 
in 2018. But the country, ruled by a 

Sunni dynasty, has barred its two 
main opposition groups from field-
ing candidates -- the Shiite Al-We-
faq and secular Waad parties which 
were dissolved in 2016 and 2017. 
“This election will not introduce 
any change,” said Ali Abdulemam, 
a UK-based Bahraini human rights 
activist. “Without the opposition we 
will not have a healthy country,” he 
told AFP.  The restrictions have ignit-
ed calls for a boycott of Saturday’s 
elections which come more than a 
decade after a 2011 crackdown on 
Shiite-led protesters demanding po-
litical reforms. (Agencies)

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: A sister of 
jailed hunger striker Alaa Abd el-Fat-
tah said she has appealed directly to 
Egypt’s president for an amnesty for 
her brother, whose protest has over-
shadowed a global climate summit in 
Egypt this week. Mona Seif resubmit-
ted a request for clemency which she 
first made in June, along with a per-
sonal plea to Egypt’s president Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi, she said in a post on 
social media platform late on Friday. 
Sisi met US president Joe Biden at 
the COP27 climate summit in the Red 
Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh on Fri-
day. Without naming Abd el-Fattah, 
the White House said Biden raised 
human rights during their talks. Sisi 
said he told Biden that Egypt has 
launched a national strategy for hu-

man rights and a national dialogue. 
Abd el-Fattah, a prominent blogger 
and activist who has been in deten-
tion for much of the last decade, has 
been on hunger strike since April 2. 
He said he would stop drinking water 
on Sunday, to coincide with the open-
ing of the climate talks. British prime 
minister Rishi Sunak and other Euro-
pean leaders said they raised the case 
of Abd el-Fattah, an Egyptian-British 
national, when they attended the 
summit. Abd el-Fattah’s mother, who 
has been making daily visits to the 
prison northwest of Cairo where he 
is being held, has received no news 
from her son but said prison officials 
told her on Thursday that medical in-
tervention was made for his health. 
(Agencies)

LÜETZERATH: After the last farm-
er packed up and left in October, 
climate activists are the only people 
left in the village of Luetzerath, Ger-
many, which sits above a rich vein 
of coal In huts perched six meters 
(19 feet) above ground in the trees, 
the young campaigners say they can 
hold out against the authorities if 
they try to clear them out. They are 
there in an effort to stop the village 
being bulldozed to allow the exten-
sion of a neighboring open-air coal 
mine. They do not know when the 
police might come to force them out, 
but with Germany in need of more 
coal, most think it will be soon.Eu-
rope’s largest economy has restart-
ed part of its mothballed inventory 
of coal power plants to relieve the 
pressure on gas-powered facilities, 

following a cut to supplies from Rus-
sia in the wake of the invasion of 
Ukraine. Several thousand protest-
ers are expected to descend Satur-
day on Luetzerath, now a symbol of 
the resistance to fossil fuels, to urge 
more action from participants in the 
COP27 conference in Egypt. “We do 
not know when the evacuation is 
planned,” says Alma, a French ac-
tivist who uses a pseudonym. “It’s a 
question of responsibility, one that is 
difficult to take for the authorities be-
cause it’s a huge operation, for which 
thousands of police officers need to 
be mobilized over several weeks,” 
she says. After studying, Alma decid-
ed to go full time as an activist and 
was one of the first to set up the ac-
tivist camp in Luetzerath two years 
ago. (Agencies)

LÜETZERATH: At least 19 people 
died and six were injured when a 
minibus plunged into an irrigation 
canal in Egypt’s northern Dakahlia 
province on Saturday. The Health 
Ministry said the minibus veered off 
a highway into Al Rayah Al Tawfiki 
Canal in the town of Aga. Eighteen 
ambulances were sent to the site 
and at least 19 bodies were retrieved 
from the water. Six people were res-
cued and a search was under way 
for more victims. Witnesses said 
the driver lost control of the vehicle, 
causing the minibus to plunge into 

the canal. Road accidents kill thou-
sands every year in Egypt, a country 
that is home to 103 million people 
and has a poor transport safety re-
cord, chiefly because of speeding, 
bad roads and poor enforcement of 
traffic laws. Last month, 10 people 
died and nine were injured when 
a minibus collided with a lorry in 
Egypt’s Nile Delta. An entire fam-
ily and three sisters were among 
the dead. The collision occurred on 
a motorway connecting Dakahlia 
with Gamasa, a popular beach town. 
(Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Sweden plans to 
declare nuclear weapons cannot 
be stationed on its territory when 
the country joins the NATO mili-
tary alliance, following in the foot-
steps of its Nordic neighbors, the 
Swedish foreign minister told local 
news agency TT on Friday. Swe-
den and Finland applied to join 
NATO earlier this year in a move 
triggered by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. So far, the application 
has been ratified by 28 of NATO‘s 
30 countries. Sweden’s supreme 
commander raised eyebrows this 
month when he recommended that 

the government should not insert 
any red lines in the final negoti-
ations with NATO, such as bans 
against permanent alliance bases 
or nuclear weapons on Swedish 
soil. However, Foreign Minister To-
bias Billstrom said Sweden would 
join Denmark and Norway in uni-
laterally declaring that it would 
not allow nuclear weapons in Swe-
den. “It is still the long-term Mod-
erate Party position,” he told TT. 
“We have never intended to change 
the conditions for the application 
submitted by the previous govern-
ment,” he said. (Agencies)

NASA sticks to plan to launch Moon rocket on Nov 16
Merritt Island: NASA said it plans 
to attempt its long-delayed un-
crewed mission to the Moon as 
scheduled next Wednesday, after 
inspections revealed only minor 
damage from Hurricane Nicole’s 
passage through Florida. Jim Free, 
a senior official at the US space 
agency, told journalists there was 
“nothing preventing” a launch on 
that date, and said that Nasa teams 
had managed to access the launch 
pad on Thursday. The launch of the 
heavy lift rocket, the most powerful 
ever built by contractors for Nasa, 
is now due to take place at 1.04am 

local time (0604 GMT) on Wednes-
day, with a possible launch window 
of two hours. The uncrewed mis-
sion, dubbed Artemis 1, will bring 
the United States a step closer to 

returning astronauts to the Moon 
five decades after humans last 
walked on the lunar surface. The 
rocket will propel the empty Orion 
crew capsule to the Moon, without 
landing on its surface. If the launch 
takes place as planned, the mission 
will last 25-and-a-half days before 
the capsule returns on December 
11 with splashdown in the Pacif-
ic Ocean. However, the US space 
agency has “some work to do” be-
fore the launch, said Free, such 
as powering up the vehicle and 
carrying out some technical tests.  
(Agencies)


