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KIEV/MOSCOW: By a majority of 
votes, the UN General Assembly has 
adopted a resolution that would oblige 
Russia to compensate losses inflicted 
on Ukraine during the conflict and 
has recognized the need to create a 
special “international mechanism” 
that would allow it to do so. The res-
olution was supported by 94 coun-
tries in the 193-member world body 
vote on Monday. Some 73 more states 
abstained, while 14 countries voted 
against. Among others, those voting 
against the resolution included Russia 
itself, as well as China, Iran, and Syria. 
Meanwhile, the conflict in Ukraine is a 
hybrid war, in which Russia is essen-
tially facing Western nations, which 
triggered the crisis in the first place, 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov has said. He gave the assessment 
on Tuesday on the sidelines of the 
summit of G20 leaders in Indonesia. 
The minister, who heads the Rus-
sian delegation, said that the US and 
its allies were pushing to include the 
Ukraine issue in the final declaration, 
which participants are set to sign on 
Wednesday. US President Joe Biden 
and his Turkish counterpart Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday discussed 
a deadly bombing in Istanbul and in-
ternational efforts to export Ukrainian 
grain, the White House said. The two 
leaders talked on the margins of the 
G20 summit in Bali, Indonesia, touch-
ing on several of the issues at the heart 
of the close, but often contentious 
US-Turkish relationship. In a readout, 
the White House said Biden expressed 
“deep condolences” for the deaths of 
six people in a bomb attack in a busy 
street in Istanbul on Sunday, under-
lining that “we stand with our NATO 
ally.” Kyiv welcomed reported Chinese 
comments criticizing threats to use 
nuclear weapons as G20 leaders met 
in Indonesia on Tuesday, with Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine in the spotlight. 
US President Joe Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping “underscored 
their opposition to the use or threat of 
use of nuclear weapons in Ukraine,” 
the White House said in a readout of 
a meeting in Indonesia between the 
two leaders on the eve of the summit. 
Now is the time to end Russia’s “de-
structive” war and “save thousands 
of lives”, Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky told the G20 summit in 
Bali via video address on Tuesday. “I 
am convinced now is the time when 
the Russian destructive war must and 
can be stopped,” he said, according 
to a speech obtained by AFP. “It will 
save thousands of lives.” Wearing his 
now-familiar army green T-shirt and 
speaking in Ukrainian, Zelensky ad-
dressed leaders including China’s Xi 
Jinping and US President Joe Biden. 
Russian Ambassador to the United 
States Anatoly Antonov will meet with 
White House officials on Tuesday to 
discuss the treatment of Russians 
who are in US prisons, the Russian 
embassy said on Tuesday. “It seems 
to me that the American authorities 
could do more, at least help people 
who find themselves in such difficult 
conditions, both with food and medi-
cal care,” Antonov was cited as saying 
on the embassy’s Telegram messaging 
app. US and Russian spy chiefs have 
met face-to-face to discuss Moscow’s 
nuclear threat in Ukraine and Ameri-
can prisoners held “unjustly” by Rus-
sia. The discussions between CIA Di-
rector William Burns and his Russian 
counterpart Sergei Naryshkin took 
place the Turkish capital, Ankara. The 
Kremlin said the talks came as “an ini-
tiative of the American side”. It marks 
the highest-level public meeting be-
tween officials since Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. The White House said Mr 
Burns - who was the US ambassador 

to Russia between 2005 and 2008 and 
speaks Russian - was not negotiating 
the end of the war. French President 
Emmanuel Macron has urged China’s 
Xi Jinping to bring Russia to the nego-
tiating table over the war in Ukraine, 
officials said after the pair met on the 
sidelines of the G20 summit in Indone-
sia. Macron met with his counterpart 
Xi Jinping for around one hour on 
Tuesday ahead of the opening of the 
international G20 summit in Bali. After 
they shook hands, Macron is reported 
to have said that France and China 
must “unite forces to respond... to in-
ternational crises like Russia’s war in 
Ukraine”. The US is looking into a pos-
sible modification of its state-of-the-art 
drones so that they could be sent to 
Ukraine, CNN reported on Monday, 
citing sources. Earlier, US media re-
ported that Washington had refused 
to provide Kiev with this type of un-
manned ariel vehicle (UAV) over tech-
nological security concerns as well as 
fears that the move could escalate the 
conflict. According to two officials in-
terviewed by the outlet, Washington is 
exploring whether it could refurbish 
Gray Eagle MQ-1C UAVs to lower the 
odds that any sensitive technology gets 
into the ‘wrong hands.’ Should these 
concerns be addressed, the chances 
of Ukraine eventually receiving these 
drones will become significantly high-
er, the report says. Ukrainian concerns 
that the US could push Kiev into seek-
ing a peace settlement with Moscow 
were fueled by recent comments by 
General Mark Milley, the chairman of 
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, who said 
Ukraine could not achieve a military 
victory while noting that winter may 
present an opportunity for diplomatic 
engagement. “When there’s an oppor-
tunity to negotiate, when peace can be 
achieved, seize it. Seize the moment,” 
he stated. (Agencies)

– Biden, Erdogan discuss Ukraine grain exports. – US’s comments on peace talks angered Ukraine.

UN calls on Russia to pay Ukraine reparations
– Conflict in Ukraine is hybrid war: Lavrov. – Ukraine hails China’s opposition to nuclear threats.

– Russian envoy to meet WH officials on imprisoned Russians. 
– France urges China to bring Russia to negotiating table.  

– US, Russian spy chiefs meet face-to-face. – Zelensky tells G20 ‘now is the time’ to end Russia’s war. 
– US mulls ‘neutering’ of drones for Ukraine –CNN

BALI: US President Joe Biden said 
he told his Chinese counterpart Xi 
Jinping on Monday that the United 
States would enhance its security 
position in Asia if Beijing is unable 
to rein in North Korea’s weapons 
development programs. Biden told 
a news conference after his first 
face-to-face talks with Xi since tak-
ing power that they had blunt talks 
over a wide array of issues that are 
contributing to the worst US-Chi-
nese ties in decades. In a statement 
after their meeting, Xi called Taiwan 

the “first red line” that must not be 
crossed in US-China relations, Chi-
nese state media said. Biden said he 
sought to assure Xi that US policy 

on Taiwan has not changed, seek-
ing to lower tensions over the self-
ruled island. “I do not think there’s 
any imminent attempt on the part of 
China to invade Taiwan,” he told re-
porters. He said if Beijing is not able 
to rein in North Korea, the United 
States would move to further pro-
tect US allies in the region. The two 
sides had set up a mechanism for 
more frequent communications and 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
will travel to China to follow-up on 
discussions, he said. (Agencies)

FRANKFURT: German authorities 
are stepping up preparations for 
emergency cash deliveries in case of 
a blackout to keep the economy run-
ning, four people involved said, as 
the nation braces for possible power 
cuts arising from the war in Ukraine. 
The plans include the Bundesbank, 
Germany’s central bank, hoarding 
extra billions to cope with a surge in 
demand, and possible limits on with-
drawals, one of the people said. Of-
ficials and banks are also looking at 
distribution, discussing for example 
priority fuel access for cash trans-
porters, said others, commenting on 
preparations that accelerated in re-
cent weeks after Russia throttled gas 
supplies. The planning discussions 
involve the central bank, its financial 

market regulator BaFin, and multiple 
financial industry associations, said 
the people, some of whom spoke on 
condition of anonymity about plans 
that are private and in flux. Although 
German authorities have publicly 
played down the likelihood of a black-
out, the discussions show both how 
seriously they take the threat and how 
they struggle to prepare for potential 
crippling power outages caused by 
soaring energy costs or even sabo-
tage. They also underscore the widen-
ing ramifications of the Ukraine war 
for Germany, which has for decades 
relied on affordable Russian energy 
and now faces double-digit inflation 
and a threat of disruption from fuel 
and energy shortages. Access to cash 
is of special concern for Germans, 

who value the security and anonymity 
it offers, and who tend to use it more 
than other Europeans, with some still 
hoarding Deutschmarks replaced by 
euros more than two decades ago. 
Roughly 60% of everyday purchases 
are paid in cash, according to a re-
cent Bundesbank study that found 
Germans, on average, withdrew more 
than 6,600 euros annually chiefly 
from cash machines. A parliamen-
tary report a decade ago warned of 
“discontent” and “aggressive alterca-
tions” in case citizens were unable to 
get their hands on cash in a blackout. 
There was a rush for cash at the be-
ginning of the pandemic in March 
2020, when Germans withdrew 20 
billion more euros than they deposit-
ed. (Agencies)

PM Shehbaz tests positive for Covid-19

Institutions must work within domain - Bilawal

Majority of G20 states condemn Ukraine war

Rishi Sunak says UK could send weapons to Taiwan

Germany steps up emergency cash plans to cope in blackout

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb on Tuesday said that 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has 
tested positive for Covid-19. Taking 
to Twitter, the federal minister wrote 
that PM Shehbaz Sharif has tested 
positive for coronavirus. She added 
that the PM was unwell for two days 
and his test for the virus has been con-
ducted today (Tuesday) on the advice 
of the doctor. She further requested 
the public and the workers to pray 
for the speedy recovery of the Prime 
Minister. On Monday, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz returned home after an ex-
tended trip of London. PM Shehbaz 
Sharif went to Egypt to attend the 
climate change conference (COP) 
and after that he flied to London. In 

London, PM Shehbaz met the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
supremo Nawaz Sharif and discussed 
the political situation and other issues 
of Pakistan. It is pertinent to mention 
here that PM Shehbaz Sharif went at 
the airport on Sunday to return home, 
but he left for home after his health 
deteriorated. He has contracted the 
virus once before. (APP)

KARACHI: Each institution must 
function within not only in their 
constitutional domain but with the 
primary focus on their objective on 
their national goal, Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto said as the coun-
try deals with several challenges 
from political instability to climate 
change. “For example, I am a poli-
tician, I am a parliamentarian and I 
represent my constituency in parlia-
ment. My job is to be answerable to 
parliament, to be present in parlia-
ment and rather than lashing it out at 
my political opponents on the streets 
or in the public arena,” he said at the 
International Defence Exhibition 
and Seminar (IDEAS) on Tuesday. 
The foreign minister inaugurated the 
eleventh edition of the biennial ex-
hibition. Bilawal’s comments came 
as PTI chief Imran Khan has been 
criticising the state institutions in his 
speeches at the ‘Azadi March’. The 
former prime minister, who survived 
an apparent assassination attempt, 
has accused Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, Interior Minister Rana 

Sanaullah, and a senior military of-
ficer of the attempt on his life. The 
PML-N bigwigs’ prolonged meeting 
in London to discuss the political 
situation, including the “appoint-
ment of the next army chief”, has 
given air to rumours at a time when 
the PTI was on the streets. The next 
COAS is to take office on November 
29, when the incumbent General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa, hangs it up. Such 
developments have shifted the focus 
from devastating floods to politics. 
At least 33 million people were dis-
placed due to rains triggered floods 
since mid-June. It killed more than 
1,700 people, with Sindh reporting 
the most deaths. “We have created 
this forum where all people of Paki-
stan can be represented where ex-
change of ideas, and debates should 
lead to the addressing of issues of 
national importance through con-
sensus so we can move beyond our 
consistent state of flux and focus on 
the priorities of our nation,” Bilawal 
said while highlighting the impor-
tance of parliament. (Agencies)

NUSA DUA: A majority of the 
Group of Twenty (G20) member 
countries firmly condemn the war 
in Ukraine and highlight its devas-
tating consequences for humanity 
and the global economy, according 
to a draft of the joint declaration 
that is expected to be approved 
at the leaders’ summit being held 
in Bali. The text, ahead of its for-
mal adoption by the G20 leaders, 
includes a mention of the war in 
Ukraine, contrary to what was 
expected due to Moscow’s firm 
opposition to such a reference of 
the conflict it initiated against the 
neighboring country. The document 
highlights the immense human suf-
fering and the problems that the 
war is causing on a global scale in 
terms of energy supply, food securi-
ty and risks for financial instability, 
although it also echoes the varying 
positions among the 20 countries. 
The joint statement admits that 
there were other views on the situ-
ation in Ukraine during the discus-
sions in Bali and acknowledges that 
the G20 is not the most appropriate 
forum to resolve such security mat-
ters. The statement, which must 
still be agreed upon by the G20 
leaders between the sessions on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, is in line 
with what was advanced by repre-
sentatives of the European Union 
and the United States, who call for 
a clear and firm condemnation of 
Moscow in this platform. European 
Council President Charles Michel 
said Tuesday that the final text on 
which the G20 delegations are still 
working is going “in the right direc-

tion” to condemn the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine despite the mem-
bers’ differing positions. “The fact 
that we arrive at an agreement…on 
a statement is an achievement in its 
own right,” Michel said at a press 
conference shortly before the start 
of the G20 summit, which he de-
scribed as “one of the most difficult 
one(s) that there has ever been.” 
No ministerial meeting of the G20 
since Russia invaded Ukraine in 
February has achieved a consen-
sus document due to the differ-
ences between the members when 
it comes to including references 
to the conflict and in what terms 
to do so. Russia officially refers to 
its invasion of Ukraine as a “spe-
cial military operation,” making its 
mention as a “war” in multilateral 
statements difficult. For this rea-
son, some G20 members put on the 
table more ambiguous terms such 
as “armed conflict”, which the ma-
jority of countries rejected outright, 
according to Western diplomatic 
sources. (Agencies)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 225.6 227.75

China Yuan 31.13 31.38

Japanese Yen 1.55 1.6

Saudi Riyal 62.6 63.2

U.A.E Dirham 64.8 65.4

UK Pound 275.3 278

Euro 241.5 244.5

Australian Dollar 148.31 149.56

Canadian Dollar 166.62 167.97

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
146900

Rs. 
134657

Rs. 
128538

Rs. 
110175

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
125900

Rs. 
115407

Rs. 
110163

Rs. 94425

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12590 Rs. 11541 Rs. 11016 Rs. 9443

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
356900

Rs. 
327156

Rs. 
312288

Rs. 
267675

Mahmood Khan accuses federal govt of creating financial instability in province

PHC issues stay order on KP govt decision  
of handing over bus stands, roads to PDA 

QWP terms PTI chief’s u-turn a confession to crime

News linking Peshawar Zoo’s animal adoption  
campaign with financial crisis rejected 

– Staff Report
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan 
has stated that the imported fed-
eral cabinet is involved in creating 
financial instability in the province 
by withholding the budgeted share 
to pave way for Governor’s Rule, 
adding that a democratically elect-
ed government was toppled under 
the regime change conspiracy and 
internationally recognized thieves 
and corrupt politicians were placed 
into power. The Chief Minister made 
it clear that the incumbent imported 
cabinet is unrepresentative of Paki-
stanis and has been placed in pow-
er to serve alien interests. He clari-
fied that the time for the “Do more” 
narrative has come to an end and 
Pakistani citizens now demand re-
lations with the international com-
munity on an equality basis. While 
addressing a huge public gathering 
on the true independence march in 
District Upper Dir, Mahmood Khan 
clarified that Chairman PTI Imran 
Khan is working to achieve true 
independence in the country and 
for the purpose, he even faced an 
assassination attempt. He clarified 
that corrupt political rulers of the 
country want to remove Imran Khan 
from the political landscape, by any 
means possible, to pave the way for 
serving alien interests and continu-

ing their corrupt practices. During 
his day-long visit to District Upper 
Dir, the Chief Minister also inaugu-
rated various developmental proj-
ects and also held the groundbreak-
ing of various others. According to 
details, the Chief Minister inaugu-
rated Rescue 1122   building in An-
kar, that has been completed at an 
estimated cost of Rs 53.56 Million. 
Similarly, the Chief Minister held 
groundbreaking for the Cadet Col-
lege which will be established over 
an area of 514 Kanals of land and 
will house 600 students. The project 
will be completed at an estimated 
cost of Rs 3.6 Billion. Groundbreak-
ing for the 44 km Patrak to Thal 
Kumrat road was also held in addi-
tion to construction, rehabilitation 
and widening of over 30 km of link 
roads at various spots in District Up-
per Dir. The Chief Minister reiterat-
ed that the provincial government, 
despite various attempts by the im-

ported federal cabinet to halt the de-
velopmental activities, will continue 
its developmental agenda and will 
utilize every political, constitutional 
and legal means to get the due share 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.   
He clarified that Chairman PTI Im-
ran Khan is fighting for the future 
of our country and the people of 
Pakistan support him completely in 
his struggle. He stated that people 
from all over Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
would participate with full strength 
and zeal in the true independence 
march to root out corrupt politi-
cians from the political landscape 
of Pakistan. While addressing the 
public gathering at District Upper 
Dir Chowk, Mahmood Khan made 
it clear that the developmental pol-
icies and reforms of the provincial 
government, during the last four 
years, have started yielding positive 
results and the province has been 
set on track for development.

RTI Commission, Khawando Khor  
ink MoU for women rights

Livestock employees of NMD to be regularized

Dry, cold weather to prevail in KP

Power suspension for Peshawar, Haripur notified 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Right to Information (RTI) Commis-
sion and Khawando Khor, a local 
Non Governmental Organization 
here Tuesday signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) to 
appraise people about the rights of 
women. 
The MoU also aimed to develop liai-
son between two organizations and 
inform public about the benefits of 
Right to Information Act. Address-

ing the event, Chief Commissioner 
RTI Commission, Farah Hamid ap-
preciated the efforts of Khawando 
Khor and stressed to aware citizens 
of KP specially women about RTI 
Act. 
Director Khawando Khor, Maryam 
Bibi also vowed to take steps for 
awareness of women about benefits 
of RTI Act. She also highlighted role 
of RTI commissioner for welfare of 
women living in KP. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The provincial gov-
ernment has decided to phase-wise 
regularise the services of contract 
employees of different departments 
including the employees of the Live-
stock and Dairy Development De-
partment of erstwhile FATA associ-
ated with four ongoing projects. 
The document of the act to regula-
rise these employees was also sub-
mitted in the provincial assembly 
session for approval the other day. 
According to the official sources, 
under the declaration of the docu-
ment, the employees of Livestock 

and Dairy Development of four 
projects including the Integrated 
Livestock Development Merged 
Districts would be regularised in a 
phase-wise manner. 
After the approval of the proposed 
law, a scrutiny committee under the 
headship of the Secretary will de-
cide the eligibility and the time of 
the regularization of the contract 
employees. 
After completion of the scrutiny 
procedure, notification regarding 
the regularization of the contract 
employees would be released. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteo-
rological Center Peshawar on Tues-
day said that mainly cold and dry 
weather is expected in most districts 
of the province and very cold in the 
hilly areas during the next 24 hours. 
It said shallow fog in isolated places 
is likely to occur over Swabi, Mar-
dan, Nowshera, Charsadda, Pesha-
war, and D.I Khan districts during 
late night and morning hours. Shal-
low fog is also likely to occur over 
Peshawar to Swabi Motorway and 
national highways. During the last 
24 hours cold and partly cloudy 
weather occurred over most dis-
tricts of the province, however, rain 
occurred in a number of places in 
the province. Rain recorded at dif-
ferent stations of the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa was as Balakot 26mm, 
Pattan 15mm, Kakul 14mm, Land-

ikotal 13mm, Pashat Bajaur 10mm, 
Dir 05mm, Tirah-Khyber, Mamad 
Gut and Malam Jabba (each) 06mm, 
Cherat 05mm, Saidu Sharif and Bun-
er (each) 04mm, Mir Khani 03mm, 
Kalam 02mm, Chitral, Timergara, 
Takht Bhai and Mohmand Dam 
(each) 01mm. Snowfall recorded in 
Kalam was 01 inch. The maximum 
and minimum temperatures record-
ed at different stations of the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar 
City 18/08, Chitral 09/01, Timergara 
16/07, Dir 10/01, Mirkhani 16/03, 
Kalam 04/-6, Drosh 12/03, Saidu 
Sharif 11/04, Pattan 09/06, Malam 
Jabba 03/-02, Takht Bhai 18/07, Ka-
kul 09/02, Balakot 19/08, Parachinar 
09/04, Bannu 20/08, Cherat 15/05 
and D.I. Khan 21/11. The lowest 
temperature recorded in the prov-
ince was -06 C in Kalam.

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) on Tues-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from132 KV Jamrud Grid Sta-
tion on 16th, 19th and 23rd November 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. affecting 
the consumers of 11 KV Hayatabad 
1,2,3,4,5, New Hayatabad, Health 
Care Hospital , Health Excellence 
North West Hospital, Kidney Cen-
ter, RMI, Gulabad, PITC, Mohmand 
Steel, Northern Bottling, Hayatabad 
Surgical Hospital, Peshawar General 
Health Net Hospital and Shahkas 1 
feeders. It said that power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
Hayatabad Phase 7 Grid Station on 
16th, 19th and 23rd November from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of 11 KV University Campus, 
Canal Town, Malakandher, Engi-
neering , Regi, Gul Abad, Taj Abad, 
Agriculture, MeraAchini, HMC, Ring 

Road, Danish Abad, Gharib Abad, Ra-
hat Abad 1, CMB, Abdara, Achini 1,2, 
Rahat Abad 2, Sufaiddheri, Old Bara 
Road, JAF, academy Town Circular 
Road, , DHA, HBK, AchiniMera feed-
ers will face inconvenience. The pow-
er supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Sakhi Chashma Grid Station 
on 16th, 21st and 26th November 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. resultant-
ly consumers of 11 KV Nishat 1,2, 
PirBala 1,2, Industrial, Chagharmati, 
Pajagai, Benazir Woman University, 
Nishat Old, Nishat New, Haryana 1,2, 
feeders will face inconvenience. The 
power supply will remain suspended 
from 132 KV Dalazak Grid Station on 
16th, 21st and 23rd November from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of 11KV Muhammad Zai, Gu-
luzai, Gulbela 1,2, OPF, Pakhagulam, 
Wadpaga 1,2, Gulabad, Lucky Star, 
Doran Pur, BRT, Jinnah College feed-
ers will face inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A two-member bench 
of Peshawar High Court (PHC) com-
prising Justice Rooh Ul Amin and 
Justice Shakoor on Tuesday issued 
stay order on a writ petition of Mayor 
Peshawar Zubair Ali against decision 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment of handing over bus stands and 
major roads of the city to Peshawar 
Development Authority (PDA) from 
Provincial Metropolitan government. 
PHC after initial hearing on the writ 
petition of Mayor Peshawar, United 
Municipal Workers’ Union and All 
Pakistan Local government work-
ers’ federation accepted the petition 
and issued stay order on the decision 

of the provincial government. It is 
to mention here that the provincial 
government in an unprecedented 
move placed all new and old bus ter-
minals and major roads which were 
being run by the provincial metro-
politan government, under PDA and 
deprived of the later from a major 
chunk of revenue. The decision of 
KP government not only affected the 
local government but also deprived 
hundreds of its employees from sal-
aries and pensions. Senior Advocate 
Qazi Jawad Ehsan appeared before 
the two-member bench on behalf of 
Mayor Peshawar Zubair Ali and oth-
ers. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Qoumi Watan Party 
(QWP) Provincial Vice Chairman 
Dr Faiza Rasheed has termed the 
‘U-turn’ of PTI chief Imran Khan Ni-
azi from the foreign conspiracy nar-
rative a confession to the crime. In 
a statement issued here on Tuesday, 
she said that Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) and security insti-
tutions were reiterating that no exter-
nal or internal conspiracy motivated 
the no-confidence motion against 

Imran Niazi, and were attributing it 
to his own misdeeds. She said when 
PTI chief and his cronies realised that 
they were going to be thrown out of 
the government through the consti-
tutional way, they staged a nefari-
ous drama to defame the nation and 
the country. She termed PTI chief’s 
U-turn a confession to the crime and 
demanded of all patriotic forces to 
take notice of such negative tactics of 
Imran Niazi. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The administration of 
Peshawar zoo has strongly reject-
ed news report circulating in press 
and social media giving an impres-
sion that one of the country’s largest 
zoo has announced animal adoption 
campaign because of its inability in 
feeding animals due to financial con-
straints. “We strongly reject this news 
report badly impacting our `animal 
adoption strategy’ which was sole-
ly aimed at conservation of animals 
through spreading awareness about 
different species and through promo-
tion of attachment with nature,” said 
Muhammad Niaz, Director Peshawar 
Zoo. Talking to APP here on Tuesday, 
Niaz said animal adoption policy by 
zoos in an international practice ad-
opted in different countries with aim 
at better care of different species by 
providing animal lovers an opportuni-
ty of adopting animal of their choice. 
Under the policy, animal lovers are 
attracted towards Peshawar zoo for 
adoption of different animals and 
birds and make a contribution in its 
protection and conservation on annu-
al basis. 
The scheme also allows animal lovers 
to fulfill their habit of rearing bird or 
animal of their choice which they can-
not keep in their home due to short-
age of space or lack of resources, he 
added. “The adoption policy does not 
allows people to take adopted animal 
or bird to their home, but they can 
name the selected policy specie with 
name of their choice and will make an 

annual contribution in its protection 
and conservation, Niaz explained. 
The policy has been wrongly present-
ed in press and social media, creating 
an impression that Peshawar zoo has 
become short of funds and is not even 
able to feed 89 species of animals and 
birds, he lamented. Niaz clarified that 
Peshawar zoo is not short of funds 
and resources to feed all the wild spe-
cies and the policy was introduced for 
improving care of different animals, 
birds and reptiles. Animal lovers can 
adopt the animal of their choice, visit 
the zoo for observing its care and can 
contribute in its feed and for provision 
of other facilities, Niaz added. There 
are different packages for adoption 
of wild species including Bronze, Sil-
ver, Gold and Diamond under which 
selected specie will be named after 
the contribution through affixing of 
name plate on the enclosure for a se-
lected period of time. Niaz urged peo-
ple to take benefit from the adoption 
campaign announced by Peshawar 
Zoo and make contribution in protec-
tion of different species besides creat-
ing awareness about its conservation. 
(APP)

Ex-professor govt college 
Peshsawar Nisar Khan 

laid to rest

Police raid to arrest me 
foiled by supporters: 

Buland

Professor (R) Nisar Khan of 
Lund Khwar (Government Col-
lege Peshawar) died the other 
day. His Namaz e Janaza was of-
fered in Peshawar & laid to rest 
at Defence Colony Qabristan. 
His Soyem will be held on Wednes-
day(Today) at his house, street No 
8, Shami Road Peshawar. He was 
cousin of Mr Qamar Zaman Advo-
cate (Ex President, Takhtbhai Bar 
Association). (PR)

PESHAWAR: The differences be-
tween provincial education minis-
ter, Shahram Khan Tarakai and his 
uncle, Buland Iqbal Tarakai have 
reached the next level as according 
to the latter, police raided his hujra in 
an attempt to arrest him. Talking to 
the media, Buland Iqbal Tarakai said 
resistance by his supporters barred 
police from arresting him; however, 
the sanctity of his hujra was under-
mined by the police. Iqbal further al-
leged that police tore his clothes and 
baton-charged his supporters. He 
alleged that all this was done with 
the consent of the former speak-
er National Assembly, Asad Qaisar 
and Shahram Tarakai. Iqbal said we 
wanted to carry out a peaceful march 
however some elements were afraid 
of the march and wanted to restrain 
us from our constitutional rights. Bu-
land Iqbal has demanded of the IGP 
KP to take notice of the incident say-
ing that he would approach the court 
for legal action against Asad Qaisar 
and Shahram Tarakai. (APP)
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President Arif Alvi tried to find a way for the elections through 
negotiations, but failed to make it possible so far. This he ut-
tered in media talks. He, however did not answer questions re-
garding the Army Chief appointment, just said that there is no 
condition of consultation in the Constitution, adding no harm 
if consultation is done. He said that it is better if elections are 
announced soon. President Alvi certainly tried to remove ex-
isting political differences within the parties, as the prevailing 
situation was badly affecting institutions. And that’s he tried 
to improve relations between Imran Khan and the establish-
ment, calling Imran Khan his old friend and leader but deny-
ing that he does everything on his advice. There is no doubt 
that the situation on the political front is tense, matters are 
being complicated with each passing day. In the past, back-
door diplomacy channels used to get to consensus, unfortu-
nately, this time this toll doesn’t work too. PTI resigned from 
the National Assembly, which is considered an unfortunate 
act, if Imran Khan was present in the NA many issues could 
have been resolved amicably by having fruitful discussion 
on various controversial issues including the use of electron-
ic voting machines, but unfortunately this could not happen. 
Imran Khan’s demand of holding elections before scheduled 
time is unacceptable to the ruling alliance. In the existing sit-
uation, PTI is gaining popularity day by day by its narrative 
and Imran Khan wants to take full advantage of it, while the 
government is well aware that making unpopular decisions 
causes inflation and adds woes to common people. So holding 
elections now would end the PDM defeat. The coalition gov-
ernment should worry about the upcoming elections, it should 
take all the steps it deems necessary to strengthen its credibil-
ity. President Arif Alvi has expressed his desire to resolve the 
issues through dialogue, this is welcomed. He should continue 
to strive for it with sincerity. Marching on the streets, block-
ing Islamabad and propagandizing against each other are not 
likely to achieve the desired results.

President Wishes

Democracy claims no perfection. 
Nor is it the ideal state since that, 
Plato held, is rule by the most able, 
the philosopher kings. But man be-
ing predisposed to aggression, pow-
er and avarice, there is little guaran-
tee against the guardian becoming 
another Caligula. But Montesque 
solved the riddle. Rather than aspir-
ing for the unachievable, he posited 
two practical political objectives:
Firstly, introducing controls over the 
exercise of unbridled power so that 
society does not descend into intol-
erable authoritarian despotism, the 
worst form of government where 
life, freedom, honour and property 
are in constant peril. This requires 
absence of authority in one or a 
few hands besides ensuring fixed 
job tenures. Secondly, to devise a 
political system which keeps the 
worst drives of human nature under 
control converting them, through a 
combination of a law- based polity, 
acculturation and education, into 
channels that lead to improvement 
of the human condition, both indi-
vidual as well as social. Thus Aris-
totle, Locke and Montesque averred 
that democracy approximates to the 
best of disagreeable forms of gov-
ernment — an unworthy descrip-
tion, yet mundane and realistic. De-
mocracy, left untrammeled, passes 
the test of time. The challenge is 
how to improve a polity through 
institutional checks and balances 
and the rule of not men but laws. 
Democracies that today are held up 
as paradigms of law abiding, devel-
oped societies, did not evolve sud-
denly nor was basic human nature 
any different in those societies from 
that common among all mankind. It 
was through gradual accretions to 
the size of the economic surpluses, a 
bitter struggle, often involving revo-
lutions and beheading of monarchs, 
for a voice and place in the power 
structure by the lower and middle 
classes, the evolution of strong in-
stitutional checks and balances on 
concentration of power, the growth 
of a law-based polity that penalised 
all and sundry for malfeasances, 
that has led to the emergence of 
modern advanced democracy. Hop-
ing for a utopian state, in the rough 
and shove of everyday life of human 
ambition for material gain and pow-
er, particularly after the population, 
the knowledge and scientific revo-
lutions, rule by one or few is rarely 
not prone to absolutism descending 
into despotism which is only a notch 
better than animal existence. But 

democracy, being rule by the com-
monality, is not immune to vagaries 
of emotions humans are prone to: 
aggression born of the drive to sur-
vival, fear, avarice, libido, acquisi-
tiveness of wealth and power. How 
best to keep such natural instincts 
in check while preventing autocra-
cy from evolving needs a political 
system that spreads power among 
three arms of the state: the execu-
tive, legislature and judiciary to cre-
ate a system of checks and balanc-
es preventing governance turning 
absolutist. The press is the modern 
day fourth estate. And secondly, but 
equally importantly, is not allowing 
the state to be run on the discretion 
or caprice of one person, to function 
strictly according to laws equal-
ly applied to all its citizenery. De-
mocracy is thus essentially a rule- 
based system of government that 
attempts to reduce to the minimum 
the element of the human whim 
from politics, making it subservi-
ent to impartial laws. Two ques-
tions are often raised or discussed 
in our context. One, the suitability 
of parliamentary democracy as a 
system of government for Pakistan 
given that not much progress has 
been made, in the economic, mate-
rial or social fields over the years, 
when such democratic dispensation 
prevailed, although much compro-
mised by non-democratic forces. 
And two, that democracy provided 
avenues for the inexperienced and 
urban parvenus and uninitiated ru-
ral wealthy, steeped in the ethos of a 
typical rentier absenteeism, during 
both military and civil regimes, 
taking part in politics not so much 
for public service as political and 
personal aggrandizement. In rural 
Pakistan landlordism and political 
status is used for dispensing state 
services like electricity or gas or 
road connections, building support 
through patronage, nepotism and 
corruption. Democracy envisions 
dispersal of power among various 
state arms. It presupposes exercise 
of authority through societal and 
political consensus and compromis-
es rather than exclusive uni- cen-
tric decision-making. In a federal 
Pakistan with cultural, historical 
and lingual diversities processing 
varied regional perspectives and 
aspirations, the need for a balance 
between an effective Centre and 
strong regional autonomy is self-ev-
ident. The 1973 Constitution, which 
has held together, over fifty years, 
the four provinces in a mutually 

agreed bond, holds legitimacy since 
it partakes of these very essential 
features. The civilian politicians, 
though much maligned, yet this one 
historic achievement places them 
on a much higher pedestal than all 
military governments, in keeping 
the federation legitimately together. 
Ignoring these prerogatives of con-
sensual national life and democra-
cy led us to break up as a country. 
That democratic norms have not 
matured is explicable by compari-
son to our neighbours. In the quest 
for an enforced unity, opportunity 
was not afforded to sustained, un-
managed civilian and party political 
growth. Nor was education given 
priority. Political instability, mainly 
occasioned by political manipula-
tions, led to hamstringing econom-
ic development. Economic growth 
was socially lopsided, tilted towards 
rentierism and elite capture. These 
widened economic gulfs creating 
breeding grounds of alienation and 
emotionally inspired explosive pop-
ulist politics that is today proving a 
danger to freedoms and democra-
cy. The virus of political, financial 
and economic corruption or gain 
through wrongful use of power is 
not confined to any single country, 
region or continent. Instances of 
misuse of power span Mesopotamia, 
the Chinese and Greeco-Roman ci-
vilisations, Islamic Caliphates, the 
Mughal era and East India Com-
pany. The Mughal Jagirdari system 
created order yet spewed a political 
culture of status feeding on forced 
extractivism and pernicious patron-
age that choked merit and effort. 
During much of pre-modern Britain 
instances of sale of posts of judges, 
levy of arbitrary personal taxes and 
creation of pocket burrows were 
not uncommon. The US witnessed 
its corrupt Tammany Affair, gerry-
mandering, the prohibition period 
and present day corporate party 
fundings. China, India, Asia and Af-
rica suffer from varying degrees of 
corruption. Yet economic growth in 
many of these countries continues 
unabated. More and not less rule 
bound democracy, as an antidote to 
corruption, proves more rather than 
less effective although the record of 
corruption by military generals is 
no more reputable. In rule of law, 
education, periodic peaceful chang-
es of government and absence of 
extra democratic engineering lies 
our future. Democracy is imperfect 
yet inevitable.
Courtesy The Express Tribune
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Democracy — imperfect yet inevitable
— By Sahibzada Riaz Noor

The other day at a gathering, an ac-
quaintance was complaining about 
her daughters’ predicament while 
they tried to cope with the challenge 
of having to study primary-school 
Islamic Studies (Islamyat) in Urdu. 
She was agitated because with 
their ineptitude in Urdu (a common 
enough failing among the newer 
generations), she felt it grossly un-
fair to expect her daughters to study 
another subject via that medium, es-
pecially when they had been forced 
to make the switch from English to 
Urdu overnight. Some explanation 
is in order. In the upper tier of pri-
vate schools, up until the implemen-
tation of the Single National Curric-
ulum (SNC) last year, Urdu had long 
been relegated to the status of a 
mere language, which nobody took 
very seriously. English was the sole 
medium of instruction for all oth-
er subjects. To the perturbation of 
many parents (including the afore-
mentioned lady), the SNC had in-
sisted that Islamic Studies be taught 
in Urdu. While I am not privy to the 
thought process behind the decision, 
it is hard to differ with their conclu-
sion. The broader SNC debate is a 
complicated one and I do not pro-
pose to deal with it here. Neither 
do I intend in any way to defend all 
the Islamic Studies course contents. 
They are far from ideal, and there is 
a lot of room for improvement. Also, 
our ministries and departments are 
hardly renowned for meticulous 
homework behind their decisions 
and smooth implementation of the 
same; and I certainly hold no brief 
for any of them. For the purpose of 
this article therefore, I will be con-
tent to focus on the narrower ques-
tion of the medium of instruction 
for Islamic Studies. I am inclined to 
think that in the long haul the SNC 
may have done the students a big 
favour, if only their parents find it 
in themselves to be willing to put 

in some effort. I told the lady so 
much. I added that instead of feel-
ing frustrated, she should utilize this 
opportunity to help her daughters 
develop the requisite competence in 
Urdu, which happens to be one of 
the languages most suitable to learn 
about Islam. Because with that com-
petence in place, it can realistically 
be hoped that should they decide to 
delve deeper into their religion at a 
later stage of life, at least language 
will not get in the way. True, many 
children are likely to find the task 
impossible at first. It will certain-
ly be challenging for their parents 
too, but surely not harder than the 
challenge faced by those expats who 
fight gamely to teach their children 
their mother-tongue against all odds. 
Languages are strange creatures. 
While it is true that no field of inqui-
ry is confined to any one language 
or a set of languages; it so happens 
that certain languages come to be 
associated with certain fields on ac-
count of having become the vehicle 
for most of the representative work 
done in those fields. Science, for 
example, in our times is so inextri-
cably linked with English that igno-
rance of English makes the quest of 
keeping abreast of scientific devel-
opments much harder than it needs 
to be. (Till some centuries ago, Latin 
used to enjoy this status.) Similarly, 
on account of the quality of work 
on Islam done, and continuing to be 
done, in Arabic, Urdu and Persian; 
one will be indifferent to these lan-
guages to one’s own detriment. The 
untranslatability of the Quran is an 
extensive theme comprising multi-
ple aspects. What is directly relevant 
to the discussion at hand is that no 
English word conveys the subtleties 
of many of the key Quranic terms: 
‘rasool’, ‘salaat’, ‘zakaat’, ‘kitaab’, 
‘hikmah’, ‘kaafir’, ‘khair’ and ‘shar’, 
to name a few.
Courtesy Pakistan Today

Urdu
— By Hasan Aftab Saeed

How to solve inflation
KKH and Skardu Road is the 8th 
wonder of the world. The road is built 
at river line above 3000 up most dan-
gerous. They don’t have any facilities 
like health work shops and light. The 
children and women face a very em-
barrassing and ugly situation. Due to 
the wid ening of the road, the accident 

ra tio may increase.
A sum of Rs52 billion was spent on 
Skardu road but the blind cor ners 
were not removed proper ly. The qual-
ity of work compared to KKH is quite 
low. The work is sublet and no proper 
supervision of FWO was seen there. 
The em bankments are hallowed-filled 
with sand without concrete and steel. 

The blind corners are a risk to life. 
The is a need for strict su pervision to 
ensure quality work. The inclusion of 
5 tunnels ap proved in PC 1 was not 
built which could have reduced the 
dis tance of 40 kilometres.

Shakir H Shamim
- Islamabad.

Pathetic conditions of KKH and Skardu Road

The Police Service of Paki stan 
(PSP) is a federal ap pointment 
that is carried out through the Fed-
eral Pub lic Service Commission 
(FPSC). Officers of this service are 
then as signed to the provinc es for 
the maintenance of law and order. 
As a colonial arm of con trol, the 
force was not created to serve. Un-
der the PSP officers, the rank and 
file of the force are recruited by the 
department itself. Police sta tions 
are controlled by the Sta tion House 
Officers (SHOs) who at one time 
lived in-house, but not anymore. 
FIRs (First Intelli gence Reports) 
and other com plaints are lodged 
with the area stations. The SHOs 
enjoy unlim ited powers which, de-
spite sev eral reviews and reform 
recom mendations, have never been 
curtailed in the last 75 years. In the 
famous Cornelius Commis sion Re-
port, the unlimited au thority of the 
SHOs was covered at length for a 
transition from a colonial to a dem-

ocratic state-order law enforcement 
agency. Unfortunately, the coercive 
ap proach prevails till today, call ing 
for major reforms. To make matters 
worse, mili tary dictators relied on 
force to extend their support which 
did not exist in the public. The 
po lice became a mistress of pow-
er brokers which started to work 
against the interests of the public. 
It was ‘Madre Millat’ Fatima Jinnah 
who first chal lenged the coercive 
state appa ratus of the dictatorial re-
gime in the presidential elections of 
1965, followed by students in 1968 
when the usurper started to cele-
brate his decade of prog ress. By 
March 1969, he was gone to be re-
placed by his ap pointed Army Chief 
Agha Mu hammad Yayha Khan. Af-
ter the elections in 1970 followed by 
the break-up of Jinnah’s Paki stan 
in 1971, Zulfiqar Ali Bhut to (ZAB) 
came into power in the Western 
Wing. In his open ing speech, ZAB 
warned the po lice force to behave 

and give up their coercion methods, 
which had left marks on his back. 
In stead of reforms to serve in a 
democratic set-up, the police decid-
ed to go on strike in Pun jab and KP 
(NWFP then). The two young gov-
ernors (Khar and Sherpao) reject-
ed their blackmail and threatened 
them with mass dismissals. The 
Awa mi Hukumat as it was called, 
in troduced reforms to control the 
police, and PSP was restored to a 
great extent. With the return of 
the third usurper in July 1977, the 
coer cive force was restored. To re-
store PSP a major purge is re quired 
starting from the Police Act of 1861 
that remains in vogue today in the 
Islamic Re public of Pakistan. The 
police cannot refuse to register an 
FIR. It can then investigate and re-
move names of individuals falsely 
accused. It’s a constitu tional guar-
antee that cannot be overruled. 

Courtesy The Nation

Police reform
— By Dr Farid A Malik
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Kaira Criticizes Imran’s Govt For
Compromising Foreign Policy

CTD Arrests Terrorist Of Proscribed Nationalist Outfit 

“Green Kissan” Convention

SC issues notices to Imran Khan, 
others in ECP contempt case

Farewell ceremony held in honor  
of retired police officer 

Country can’t afford 
political unrest: MNA

IGP Orders Revamping Of CIA Islamabad 

HEC Seeks Applications From
Academia-industry For Technology Development Fund

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to Prime 
Minister on Kashmir Affairs and 
Gilgit Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira 
Tuesday lashed out at Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI)’ Chairman Imran 
Khan for ruining Pakistan’s foreign 
policy in his previous tenure and 
isolating the country on the inter-
national stage. Talking to a private 
news channel he said that Khan the 
former prime minister who ruled 
Pakistan since 2018 had done noth-
ing for the country in both domestic 
and foreign affairs, adding, he has 
damaged Pakistan’s relations with 
the United States for no reason, 
however, now Pakistani government 
was trying its best to restore its re-
lations with the United States. The 
minister said Khan always played 

with the destiny and dignity of the 
country and nation by pointing fin-
gers at the world’s superpower with 
whom Pakistan had a 70-year rela-
tionship. “Khan only wants power, 
he said, adding, his party leaders 
are scared of his confused policies”. 
Replying to a question, he said the 
appointment of the next army chief 
would be held as per the procedure 
laid out in the constitution and with 
the consultation of allied parties 
and we are standing with the gov-
ernment’s decision. He criticized 
that it was quite surprising that a 
person, who destroyed the country 
during his four-year rule, now con-
sidered himself a savior and wants 
every decision according to his 
wish. (APP)

KARACHI: The Sindh Counter Terror-
ism Department (CTD) Karachi with 
the help of a Federal intelligence agency 
on Tuesday arrested an alleged terrorist 
affiliated with a proscribed nationalist 
outfit from Korangi area and recovered 
arms from his possession. According to 
spokesman for CTD, the accused iden-
tified as Rustam Ali Shar was arrested 

from Mehran Town, who was a master 
mind of banned Sindh Revolutionary 
Army (SRA). A 30 bore pistol along 
with live five rounds were also recov-
ered from his possession. During initial 
interrogation, he revealed that he was 
in touch with the SRA chief Zulfiqar 
Khaskeli who was in Germany.Further 
investigations were underway. (APP)

SARGODHA: Chief Scientist Ayub 
Agricultural Research Institute Fais-
alabad, Muhammad Nawaz has 
urged the farmers to adopt modern 
techniques of cultivation in order to 
achieve optimum yield of wheat. He 
was addressing the Green Kissan con-
vention held here for the awareness 
of wheat growers on Tuesday. “Wheat 
was cultivated on 1.7 million acres last 
year in Sargodha division from which 
28 mounds per acre wheat average 
was obtained, while the average pro-
duction of wheat was 30 maunds per 
acre in Punjab”. Director Agriculture 
Extension Sargodha Shahid Hussain, 
Chief Scientist, Wheat Institute Dr. 
Javed Akhtar, Director Agriculture Ex-
tension Sahiwal division Chaudhary 
Shehbaz Akhtar, Deputy director agri-
culture Information Punjab Naveed Is-
mat Kahlo, agronomist ,and a number 
of farmers attended the convention. 
Muhammad Nawaz Mekan urged the 
farmers to cultivate maximum area for 
wheat in Sargodha division as a na-
tional duty and avoid burning paddy 
residues where its harvesting was in 
progress. He highlighted that agricul-
tural scientists were discovering new 

varieties of wheat to withstand climate 
change so as to increase the average 
produce in the province.
Director Agriculture Extension Sar-
godha Shahid Hussain in his address 
said that timely cultivation of wheat 
on maximum area was being ensured 
by encouraging farmers. “This year 
we have been given a target of 1.8 
million acres for wheat cultivation. 
Media vans are also being used along 
with print and electronic media to in-
form farmers about modern produc-
tion technology”,he said. He said that 
subsidies were also being provided to 
wheat farmers on approved varieties 
of seeds, herbicides and modern ma-
chinery. Director Agriculture further 
said that in order to increase wheat 
produce the Punjab government en-
sured supply of 9 million bags of 15 
new varieties to the farmers, while 
a special subsidy of Rs 1200 per bag 
had also been provided to farmers to 
reduce cultivation cost per acre. Chief 
Scientist Wheat Institute, Dr Javed 
Akhtar said, “It is necessary to achieve 
wheat target of 36 maunds per acre by 
2030 and farmers should cultivate it on 
maximum area ‘’ (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday issued notices to Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman and 
former Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
Asad Umar and Fawad Chaudhry in 
the contempt of Election Commission 
case. A three-member SC bench com-
prising Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandi-
al, Justice Ayesha A Malik and Justice 
Athar Minallah heard the case filed by 
the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) to transfer all its contempt cas-
es against PTI leaders from different 
high courts to a single one. During the 
course of proceedings, the bench re-
marked that the Election Commission 
requested to transfer the cases pend-
ing in different high courts to one high 
court. The Election Commission was 
of the opinion that they should pre-
pare for local and general elections or 
had to fight cases in different courts, it 
added. The Chief Justice said that the 
Election Commission also presented 
a judicial precedent of merging cases 
with the order of the Supreme Court. 
The Election Commission is relying on 
Article 186A, he added. He asked was 
there an example of the decision of the 
Supreme Court to merge the cases of 
different high courts? The ECP coun-
sel responded that the Supreme Court 
ordered consolidation of income tax 
cases pending in various high courts in 
1999. Upon this, the Chief Justice said 
that clubbing of cases pending in dif-
ferent high courts must have the same 
point of law.
He asked who were the petitioners 
in contempt of Election Commission 
cases in the high courts? The coun-
sel replied that Imran Khan, Fawad 
Chaudhry and Asad Umar had filed 
cases against the Election Commission 
in the different high courts. Justice 

Ayesha A Malik said that the Supreme 
Court in the PEMRA cases had de-
clared that the high court cases would 
continue and would not be clubbed. 
Justice Athar Minallah said that the 
Supreme Court had clubbed all the 
cases of the high courts in Hajj assis-
tants case. The ECP counsel said that 
the cases of the same nature would 
have conflicting judgments in different 
high courts. Justice Ayesha said that 
the apex court would decide when the 
conflicting decisions challenged before 
the Supreme Court. The Chief Justice 
asked under which constitutional au-
thority did the Supreme Court order 
clubbing of cases pending in the dif-
ferent high courts? The counsel said 
that the injunctions of the high courts 
in the contempt of Election Commis-
sion case had also been challenged in 
the Supreme Court. The court directed 
that the ECP petitions against the in-
junction of the high courts should also 
be fixed with this case. Subsequently, 
hearing of the case was adjourned for 
two weeks. The ECP in its petition had 
stated that it had issued contempt notic-
es to PTI chairman Imran Khan as well 
as other party leaders including Asad 
Umar, Fawad Chaudhry in the months 
of August and September. However, 
these notices were challenged in high 
courts. The ECP noted that under Sec-
tion 10 of the Election Act, 2017, it had 
the authority to initiate contempt pro-
ceedings being a constitutional body. 
The commission further stated that 
Imran and Fawad had challenged the 
contempt notices before the Lahore 
High Court’s Rawalpindi bench while 
Asad Umar had challenged it before 
the Sindh High Court. Another one 
was challenged before the Islamabad 
High Court. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: A farewell ceremony 
was held in honor of SP Abid Abbas 
Shah, at the Central Police Office who 
was retired after serving in the Punjab 
Police for 34 years. Acting IG Punjab 
Kunwar Shahrukh appreciated the 
services of SP Abid Abbas Shah for 
the police department. He said that du-
tiful and capable officers are valuable 
assets of the police department who 
dedicate their lives to law enforcement 
even after retirement. SP Abid Abbas 

Shah rendered his entire service with 
full responsibility, hard work and gave 
practical proof of his professional 
abilities by fulfilling every responsi-
bility assigned by the department, he 
added. Kunwar Shahrukh presented 
commemorative shield to retired SP 
Abid Abbas Shah on completion of his 
professional services. SP Abid Abbas 
Shah was currently serving as SP In-
ternal Accountability Branch Rawal-
pindi Region. (APP)

ISLAMABAD,: Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar 
Nasir Khan has ordered to revamp 
of the Crime Investigation Agency 
(CIA) of Islamabad police to ensure 
the speedy disposal of cases pro-
fessionally and purely on merit. Ac-
cording to the police source, the IGP 
directed that the investigation of cas-
es with the investigation wing and 
homicide unit should be completed 
at the earliest and their challans to 
be submitted to relevant courts at 
the earliest. He said that the Islam-
abad police chief has also directed 
all investigation officers to continue 
to probe the cases along with the 
law and order duties. He also or-
dered the investigation officers to 
improve their performance and no 
laxity would be tolerated in this re-

gard. He said that investigation of 
the cases may be changed twice. For 
the first time, the investigation of the 
case would be changed by the board 
headed by SSP Investigation, while 
the board under the supervision of 
AIG Investigation will have the au-
thority to change the investigation 
a second time if the complainant is 
not satisfied with it. In addition, the 
source said that Anti Car Lifting 
Cell (ACLC) has been also directed 
to take strict measures to tackle car 
theft crime in the city and ensure 
the arrest of the culprits involved in 
it. The IGP Islamabad said that the 
revamping of the CIA would help in 
carrying out a quality investigation 
into cases and bring the entire inves-
tigation process to par with interna-
tional standards. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher education 
Commission (HEC) has announced 
4th call for proposals for Technolo-
gy Development Fund (TDF) from 
academia & industry to strengthen 
linkages in Pakistan for inclusion, 
adoption and promotion of newly 
developed technologies and support 
viable commercial ideas. According 
to official sources in HEC, the objec-
tive of the initiative is the venture pro-
posals invited from match-made aca-
demia & industry, with the mission to 
solve a current industrial, economic, 
or technological problem having a so-
cio-economic impact, value creation, 
innovation, import-substitution and 
indigenization. HEC has announced 
the joint proposals from academia-in-
dustry initiated by Higher Education-
al Institutions through ORIC/Direc-
torate of Research must reach HEC, 
no later than December 20, 2022. As 
per HEC, financial support up to 14 
million PKRs will be provided to the 
successful proposals. HEC uplifted 
Made in Pakistan ambition through 
Technology Development Fund with 
over 150 products licensed to partner 
industries. As per eligibility criteria, 
the faculty members of public & pri-
vate sector Higher Education Insti-
tutions with relevant commercializa-
tion partners from industry/ investor/ 
private/ public sector R&D institutes/ 
Spin-offs / Start-ups at leading Incu-
bation Centres or Accelerators, are 
eligible to apply for the proposals. 
However, the preference will be given 
to the proposals having strong indus-
trial collaboration with financial and 
technical commitment. The aim of 
Higher Education Commission�is “to 
facilitate institutions of higher learn-
ing to serve as engines for socio-eco-
nomic development of Pakistan,” as 
stated in its�mission statement. Along 
these lines, HEC took the initiative to 
finance proposals of completed in-
terdisciplinary applied research for 
prototype development and industrial 
value addition for tech based product 
or process�development. In this way, 
HEC envisages helping the produc-
tive minds of Pakistan to impact the 
economy through the development 
of new and emerging technologies, 
the sources informed. This initiative, 
the sources said, enabled the research 

ecosystem lied with HEIs/ Universities 
to be available for the industry with 
financial and technical assistance (IP, 
Licensing, and Commercialization) 
through academic scientists for the 
solution of indigenous industrial prob-
lems. This program has already fund-
ed 200 joint academia-industry proj-
ects and over 160 licensed to industry 
for mass scaling and commercializa-
tion. A good number of such projects 
have already started yielding revenue 
and which is shared with all stake-
holders, they added.  Considering the 
facts above, Planning Commission/ 
CDWP approved the project’s en-
hanced scope to give the 4th Call for 
proposals. Hence, Ph.D. Faculty Mem-
bers (who have ready research, lab 
scale, or pre-prototype) should sub-
mit the proposals with the consortia 
of industry and academic partners in 
the following thematic areas; Climate 
Change and its impact on the socio-
economics of Pakistan (Agriculture, 
food Security, Urban Development, 
Pollution, Floods, Biodiversity Con-
servation, etc.) The other areas are 
Telecommunication, Information and 
Technology/Computers (applications 
in Govt. services, health, textile, agri-
culture & dairy, etc.) Engineering Sci-
ences, Micro Electronics, Water, Pow-
er, Energy, and Fleet Management, 
Biotechnology and Allied fields (in 
Health, Agriculture, Textile, Leather 
& Dairy, etc.), Material Sciences/Man-
Made Material (Nanotechnology), Ro-
botics, Defense, and Military needs, 
and any other applied discipline 
which is inductive or conducive to 
the success of products developed or 
upscale the process of industrial level 
manufacturing. The proposed funded 
projects would be expected to develop 
a product or service which would pos-
itively impact, inter alia, the economy, 
solve a current problem, meet a mar-
ket need, utilize local raw materials, 
move current products up the value 
chain, create large scale employment, 
and generate the revenue. The pro-
posals need to be academia-industry 
joint multi-disciplinary and multi-in-
stitutional leading to products or ser-
vices which solve a current problem 
of industry/society or identify a new 
opportunity of business that leads to 
positive cash-flows. (APP)

Rs10,533 Million Toll 
Revenue Collected In 

Four Months 

President wishes PM 
an early recovery from 

coronavirus

Asif Zardari Prays For 
Speedy Recovery Of 
PM Shahbaz Sharif 

Six wireless sets  
recovered from passenger

ISLAMABAD: The authorities con-
cerned have collected an amount of 
Rs10,533.67 million as toll revenue 
from April 11 to July 2022. 
“The authorities have collected 
Rs10,533.67 million from the toll 
taxes of Highways and Motorways 
from April 11 to July 2022,” an offi-
cial told APP. He said an amount of 
Rs1,949.42 million was earned from 
toll taxes on Highways and Motor-
ways from April 11 to 30, after the 
coalition government took over. 
“Rs 2,896.22, Rs 2,898.57 and Rs 
2,789.46 million, toll revenue was 
earned in months of May, June and 
July, respectively,” he said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Tuesday expressed good 
wishes for the health of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif after he tested 
positive for coronavirus. The presi-
dent prayed for the early recovery 
of PM Shehbaz Sharif and also em-
phasized taking good care during 
the phase of illness, the President’s 
House said. (APP)

KARACHI: Former President and 
Pakistan People’s Party Parliamen-
tarians (PPPP), Asif Ali Zardari has 
prayed for the quick recovery of the 
Prime Minister Mian Shahbaz Shar-
if. According to a Spokesman for 
the Bilawal house here on Tuesday, 
the former president hoped, ‘The 
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif after 
speedy recovery will serve the coun-
try and the nation as well. (APP)

KOHAT: On the special instructions 
of District Police Officer, Shafiullah 
Khan, operations against anti-so-
cial elements continued in the dis-
trict with targets achieved on many 
fronts. SHO police station Ali Zai, 
along with a police team during snap 
checking at Khwaja Ali Baba, Lower 
Kurram recovered six wireless sets 
from a passenger, said Kohat police 
spokesman on Tuesday. The passen-
ger was offloaded from the coach 
and sent to police lockup after reg-
istration of a case against him. (APP)

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N) leader and Mem-
ber National Assembly (MNA) 
Waheed Aalam Khan said on Tues-
day that the country was passing 
through a critical stage of econom-
ic revival and it could not afford 
political unrest. 
Talking to APP here, he said the 
previous government pushed Pa-
kistan into economic turmoil. He 
said that the PMLN-led coalition 
government was working day and 
night to bring prosperity in the 
country and increase livelihood 
earning opportunities for people, 
especially those belonging to low-
er and middle income groups. 
He said the constitution of Paki-
stan did not allow politics of an-
archy. The MNA said that some 
elements wanted to cross every 
limit for their vested political in-
terests. However, he warned that 
peace-loving people of Pakistan 
would not allow such elements to 
succeed. (APP)

LG Polls: Scrutiny Of Nomination Papers Begins In Islamabad 
ISLAMABAD: The scrutiny of 
nomination papers for the local 
government polls in Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) began on 
Tuesday which will continue till 
Friday, (November 18). Accord-
ing to Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP), as many as 3,866 
candidates have filed nomination 
papers for the upcoming local gov-
ernment elections in the Federal 
capital scheduled to take place on 

December 31. According to details, 
537 individuals have filed nomina-
tion papers for chairman and vice 
chairman for the total of 101 union 
councils while 1,945 have submit-
ted nominations for 606 general 
seats including 546 aspirants for 
202 reserve seats for women, 344 
submitted their papers for 101 
seats reserved for youth, and 348 
for 101 reserved seats for labours, 
peasants and 146 for 101 seats 

for non-Muslims. Last date for 
withdrawal of nomination papers 
will be Nov 30, while final lists of 
candidates would be displayed on 
Dec 1. Polling will be held on Dec 
31. A total of 984,477 voters will 
cast their votes for the elections 
of chairman, vice chairman, coun-
cillors and lady councillors in 101 
union councils in the federal capi-
tal. They include 518,193 male and 
466,284 female voters. (APP)
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Life expectancy declines to 65 years in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: Life expectancy—av-
erage number of years that a person 
is expected to live—has witnessed 
slight decline in Pakistan and has 
been calculated at 65 years, ac-
cording to Pakistan Demographic 
Survey (PDS) 2020 released by Pa-
kistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
here. The figures depict decline in 
life expectancy when compared to 
Pakistan Maternal Mortality Survey 
(PMMS)-2019 which had placed it 
at 65.4 years. According to the sur-
vey, female life expectancy is high-
er than male life expectancy as it is 
64.5 years for males and 65.5 years 
for females. Females have low-
er death rates than the males for 
most ages specially a slight bump 
in mortality of men aged 25-29 can 
be seen which may be because of 
increased risky behavior and subse-
quent deaths due to accidents. The 
survey notes Sex and Age Specific 
Death Rate shows that after age 1, 
the mortality rate falls gradually, 
attaining minimum risk at age 10 
the mortality rate is very low during 
childhood, then increases exponen-
tially from age 30. The life expectan-
cy has increased for age 1-4 both for 
males and females i.e. 70.6 and 72 
respectively and 71.3 overall. The 
survey indicated that infant mortali-

ty rate was declining in Pakistan, as 
it was 62 in Pakistan Demographic 
and Health Survey (PDHS) 2017-
18, 60 in Pakistan Standard of Liv-
ing Standards Measurement Survey 
(PSLM) 2018-19, and now it is 56 for 
PDS-2020 but it is still higher. The 
probability of dying between birth 
and first birthday is much higher in 
rural areas 59 as compare to urban 
areas 50 due to better Neo- Natal 
and Post-Natal facilities. Male Infant 
Mortality Rate is 58 which is higher 
than female Infant Mortality Rate 
55 in all areas. The Crude Death 
Rate i.e number of deaths during 
a year per 1000 persons has been 
calculated at 6.7 whereas the Infant 
Mortality Rate i.e number of deaths 
of infants under age 1 per 1000 live 
births in a given year is 56. Accord-
ing to the survey, the Rate of Natural 
Increase i.e difference between the 
Crude Birth Rate and Crude Death 
Rate has been recorded at 2. The 
survey calculated the Total Fertility 
Rate that is mean number of chil-

dren a woman have by age 50 at 3.7. 
It is pertinent to mention here that 
PDS 2020 is the twentieth round of 
a series of surveys, initiated in 1984. 
The current round of PDS was start-
ed after a gap of 13 years, which 
provides the detailed information 
on various demographic indicators 
for the year 2018-2020 at National 
level with Urban-Rural breakdown. 
The field activities of the twentieth 
round were carried out from April 
28 2021 to October 15, 2021. For 
the first time data collection was 
Tablet based i.e., data was collected 
through Electronic Devices. For this 
purpose, software for data collec-
tion, real time monitoring and on-
line editing was developed by Data 
Processing Centre, of PBS. Accord-
ing to the survey, available results 
for PDS 2020 were compared with 
relevant indicators of PDHS 2017-
18 and PSLM 2018-19. Majority of 
the indictors from two surveys show 
close proximity thus increasing 
credibility of PDS. (APP)

Multan children complex 
holds awareness walk on 

smog prevention 

Police arrest fake MNA 

873 special children 
screened at health camps 

MULTAN: Doctors and paramedical 
staff of Multan Children Complex 
organized a walk to create aware-
ness about preventive measures 
against smog here on Tuesday. In 
line with special directives of the 
provincial government, the doctors, 
nurses and paramedical staff of the 
hospital participated in the walk 
organized with the vision to create 
awareness about preventive mea-
sures against smog. While address-
ing the participants of the walk, 
Dean of the Multan Children Com-
plex Prof. Muhammad Kashif Chisti 
said that smog affects breathing and 
causes eye-related issues. Environ-
mental pollution and less rain from 
October to February were one of 
the major causes of smog, he men-
tioned. He urged masses to wear 
face masks and close the windows 
and doors of their homes. High-
lighting more preventive measures, 
Prof. Chisti said that houses must 
be cleaned using wet cloths and 
stressed people should wash their 
eyes during travelling. (APP)

BUREWALA: Local police arrested 
an imposter who introduced him-
self as Member National Assem-
bly (MNA) and tried to influence a 
case, here on Tuesday. According 
to police sources, an alleged outlaw 
namely Shoukat Baloch resident 
of 231/EB (Burewala) telephoned 
SHO Gaggu Mandi Riaz Sial and 
introduced himself as MNA Mansib 
Dogar. The alleged outlaw ordered 
the SHO to release an alleged out-
law. After suspicion, the SHO ver-
ified the number. The number was 
registered with the name of Shoukat 
Baloch resident of 231/EB. The po-
lice arrested the alleged outlaw and 
started an investigation. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: As many as 873 spe-
cial children with disabilities have 
been screened for various diseases 
enrolled at 12 special education cen-
tres in the district. District Health 
Coordinator Dr Waqar Ahemd told 
APP that the district health authori-
ty in collaboration with Special Ed-
ucation Department and UNICEF 
had launched the first phase of the 
screening drive for special children 
on October 18. He said around 873 
children had been screened out of 
the total 1783 children so far, while 
the remaining children enrolled at 
the special education centres at Dol-
tala, Gujar Khan, Taxila, and Tehsil 
Rawalpindi would be covered in the 
next few days. Dr Waqar informed 
that free of cost vision, hearing, 
physical, and psychological tests 
were being carried out at the special 
camps. (APP)

Winter Delights In Demand After Rain Showers 

Model town case: LHC dissolves lager bench
against formation of second JIT

Imran Khan’s sons return to London from Lahore

ISLAMABAD: The demand of tradi-
tional winter delights sparked as the 
mercury dropped due to the recent 
short spell of rains in the twin cit-
ies and snowfall in the northern ar-
eas of the country. The people have 
started enjoying the traditional local 
winter items like Doodh Jalebi, “Ga-
jar ka Halwa”, chicken corn soup, 
Kashmiri tea, fried fish, “Samosa”, 
“Pakora”, hot coffee, and other 
items which are high in demand par-
ticularly nowadays. Scores of tem-
porary stalls have also been set up 
by vendors where winter food items 
are being sold. The demand of fish 
has increased manifold and fish out-
lets in different areas were crowded 
with customers. Men, women, and 
children come to these outlets to 
beat the cold with fried fish which is 
their favorite dish of everyone but it 
becomes more popular in the winter 
season. The winter food stalls are 

doing good business due to the ris-
ing demand for the foods, the own-
ers of these shops claimed. Large 
platters of “halwas” adorned with 
silver bark and crushed nuts can 
be seen in eateries in markets with 
some having decorated their display 
windows with the traditional winter 
delights and others displaying their 
wares out on the street. According to 
the owner of a sweet shop, Salman 
Rana, during the winter, “Doodh 
jalebi” and “Rasmalai” are also fa-
vorite winter delights. Besides, fried 
food like “Pakoras”, “Samosas” and 
vegetable rolls are also high in de-
mand nowadays. A customer at the 
shop, Abdullah Jan, said “I love the 
winters for two reasons: traditional 
sweets like “Daal “and “Gajar hal-
wa and bonfire parties”. It became 
difficult to avoid having halwas in 
the winter, said Shahzaib Hassan, 
another customer. (APP)

LAHORE: Federal Minister Khawa-
ja Saad Rafique has said that the 
cypher has been proved to be a lie, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Im-
ran Khan himself withdrew from 
the narrative of American conspir-
acy. Taking to Twitter, Saad said 
that PTI Chairman Khan’s claim of 
“absolutely not” was turned out to 
be wrong. While he added that Im-
ran Khan hired lobbyist firms for 
lobbying from America. “ Imran 
Khan considered it a mistake to go 
to Russia during the war, foreign 

funding and theft of Toshakhana 
was caught, how much will Imran 
Khan steal and for how long,” he 
questioned. The federal minister 
said that Imran Khan’s false state-
ments and foolish steps just for the 
sake of power have pushed the state 
of Pakistan into global isolation, the 
countries cooperating with Pakistan 
have been pushed away one by one. 
He said that the coalition govern-
ment is working day and night for 
this damage control. (News Agen-
cies)

LAHORE: A larger bench in the La-
hore High Court (LHC) was dissolved 
against the formation of the second 
Joint Investigation Team (JIT) for 
the Model Town case on Tuesday. A 
five-member bench headed by Chief 
Justice Lahore High Court Muham-
mad Ameer Bhatti heard the case on 
Tuesday. Bench member Justice Ali 
Zia Bajwa said that he cannot join 
the bench on the basis of personal 
reasons and excused himself from 
the hearing. During the hearing, pe-
titioner Khurram Rafiq requested to 
adjourn the hearing to appoint a new 
counsel. The petitioner said that time 
should be given to replace Azam Na-
zeer Tarar with a new lawyer. Fur-
thermore, Advocate General Punjab 

Ahmad Awais and Pakistan Awami 
Tehreek (PAT) lawyer Azhar Sid-
dique Advocate also appeared before 
the court. Azhar Siddique argued 
that one of the judges on the bench 
has been a lawyer in this case. On 
which, the Chief Justice remarked 
that this matter is in the knowledge 
of the court and a new bench will be 
constituted before the next hearing.
Later, the court adjourned the further 
hearing of the case till November 29.
It is pertinent to mention here that 
the petitioner has challenged the 
formation of the second JIT on the 
Model Town tragedy, while the main 
petition has been filed by police of-
ficers Rizwan Qadir and Khurram 
Rafiq. (APP)

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan’s sons 
Qasim and Suleman Khan have left 
from Zaman Park, Lahore to Lon-
don on Tuesday. 
Qasim and Suleman, who came to 
Pakistan to visit their father Im-
ran Khan, left for London from 
the Zaman Park. Strict security ar-
rangements were made at the time 
of their departure from PTI Chair-

man’s residence. Imran Khan’s sons 
arrived Lahore on last Thursday. 
Both of them spent time with their 
father. 
Chairman Imran Khan had limited 
his political engagements due to 
the arrival of his sons. They came 
to visit their father after an attempt 
was made to assassinate him during 
PTI’s long march to Islamabad. 
(Agencies)

Celebrations mark 30 years of 
DAFI scholarship programme in Pakistan

ECP reserves verdict on plea against delay  
of LG polls in Karachi

KARACHI: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday 
reserved its verdict after hearing the 
petitions on the local government 
elections in Karachi. A five-mem-
ber bench headed by Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Sikandar Sultan 
Raja heard the case. “The election 
commission did its utmost effort 
for holding local government elec-
tions in Karachi, there are also some 
ground realities,” the ECP said in 
a statement. The commission will 
soon announce its reserved deci-
sion, a decision that could come 
into force, the election body said in 
its statement. Earlier, Joint Secre-
tary Interior Ministry Muhammad 
Ramzan Malik told the ECP panel 
headed by the CEC that the ministry 
could not provide civil armed forces 
due to the prevailing situation. “Ex-
plain in a sentence what you want 
to say,” CEC Sikandar said. “Forces 
are busy, could not be provided for 
election,” interior ministry official 
said. Sindh government also ex-
pressed inability to hold elections 

currently. “It is our responsibility to 
hold elections, you have taken this 
power from us,” CEC remarked. 
“Under which rule you have amend-
ed the local government law,” ECP 
member Ikramullah Khan asked. 
Provincial governments not intend-
ing to hold local government elec-
tions, CEC said. “We have to hold 
elections in Punjab and Sindh, the 
elections could not be held on the 
basis of what you are telling us,” 
CEC said. Administrator Karachi 
Murtaza Wahab said that the first 
phase of the local polls in Sindh 
have been completed, “while in Ka-
rachi we are ready to hold elections 
in two phases”. “Local councils’ 
elections have twice postponed due 
to floods,” Wahab said. “Floodwater 
still standing at 25 to 30 pct area,” 
he said. “Yesterday you stated that 
you are prepared for holding elec-
tions,” CEC commented. “Sindh 
government is ready for holding lo-
cal government elections, but secu-
rity is necessary,” the administrator 
replied. (Agencies)

Imran himself pulled back from 
US conspiracy narrative: Saad Rafique

ISLAMABAD:United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
and Inspire Pakistan on Tuesday cele-
brated 30 years of the DAFI known by its 
acronym (Albert Einstein German Aca-
demic Refugee Initiative) scholarship 
programme for refugees in Islamabad. 
The Albert Einstein German Academic 
Refugee Initiative (DAFI) scholarship 
programme has transformed the lives 
of over 2,800 refugee students across 
Pakistan since 1992, and over 21,500 
learners around the world. The Ger-
man-backed programme provides 
scholarship opportunities for third lev-
el undergraduate students, majoring in 
fields including medicine, engineering, 
social and behaviour sciences, busi-
ness administration, mathematics and 
computer sciences. The DAFI schol-
arship programme contributes to the 
promotion of self-reliance of refugees 
by equipping them with the necessary 
skills, knowledge and professional 
qualifications for future employment. 
The programme is aimed at the devel-
opment of highly qualified and skilled 
human resources that can play a vital 
role not only in Pakistan but also for 
the reconstruction of their country 
of origin. “By investing in education, 
students will contribute to the econo-
my of their host country and support 
their communities once they return 
to rebuild their lives,” underscored 
UNHCR Representative to Pakistan, 
Noriko Yoshida. “By enabling refugees 
to fulfil their potential, the scholarship 
programme has a transformative effect 
and changes their lives forever.”
The scholarships are awarded on a 
competitive basis with regard to mer-
it, excellence and financial need. The 
programme grants scholarships to de-
serving young refugees enrolled in rec-

ognised universities, colleges and poly-
technics in Pakistan. In 2022, half of 
the 175 scholarships were awarded to 
women, compared to a quarter previ-
ously. This increase followed intensive 
outreach efforts to refugee communi-
ties and awareness raising on women’s 
higher-level education opportunities 
and support available. In addition, a 
new two-year DAFI Bridge programme 
for science and technology aimed at 
women studying at higher secondary 
level was launched. “Education does 
more than teach academic skills – it 
provides students with a safe place to 
grow and learn life skills, such as co-
operation, responsibility, and respect,” 
noted Qaiser M. Siddiqui, CEO of In-
spire Pakistan, which is implementing 
the DAFI programme. Joining the cele-
brations was Ambassador of Germany 
to Pakistan, H.E. Alfred Grannas, Chief 
Commissioner, Saleem Khan, Commis-
sionerate of Afghan refugees (CCAR), 
as well as members of the international 
community.
Noting that the funding for the schol-
arship programme illustrates the com-
mitment of Germany to supporting ref-
ugees and host communities, scholars 
were eager to convey their appreciation 
to Ambassador Grannas as well as to 
the Government of Pakistan and third 
level institutions across the country for 
the opportunity to continue their stud-
ies to third level. “DAFI has opened so 
many doors to me and many others,” 
concluded Marwah Sadat, a DAFI 
scholar and host for the event. “Thanks 
to the financial support of the scholar-
ship programme, I could focus on my 
studies and achieve my dreams,” not-
ed the bachelor’s graduate in Media 
Studies from Iqra National University, 
Peshawar. (APP)

IPRI’s two-day ‘Margalla Dialogue’
to start on wednesday

ISLAMABAD: A two-day ‘Margalla 
Dialogue’ will be kicked off at a pri-
vate hotel to push forward Pakistan’s 
narrative on key issues through dia-
logue on critical national, regional 
and global issues on November 16 
(Wednesday). According to a state-
ment issued here on Tuesday, Is-
lamabad Policy Research Institute 
(IPRI) will hold its third ‘Margalla 
Dialogue’ on November 16 and 17 
where scholars, academia and ex-
perts of international fame will have 
an interactive and policy-driven 
discussion. The dialogue will be ex-

panded into four further forums to 
have a balance in different themes. 
On day one, ‘Forum A’ will discuss 
the impact of competition between 
great powers on the developing 
world, meanwhile, ‘Forum B’ will 
hold discussion on the process of 
economic decision-making during 
the global crisis. On the second day, 
‘Forum C’ will discuss the impact of 
technology on reshaping the future 
of humanity and ‘Forum D’ will dis-
cuss the future vision for a stable, 
prosperous, and inclusive Pakistan. 
(APP)
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IMF’s Georgieva urges G20 leaders to ‘allow trade to do its job’

Dollar rebounds as Fed officials say hikes to continue; yen slumps

NUSA DUA: International Mon-
etary Fund Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva warned G20 
leaders on Tuesday against allow-
ing trade protectionism to “take 
root” and said fragmentation of 
the world economy into geopoliti-
cal blocs would significantly hurt 
growth. In prepared remarks de-
livered at the G20 leaders summit, 
Georgieva said that 345 million peo-

ple in the world were now suffer-
ing from a food crisis as a result of 

Russia’s war in Ukraine, high infla-
tion and climate disasters. She said 
G20 countries should “allow trade 
to do its job.” “Removing barriers, 
especially for food and fertilizers, 
can go a long way to counter the 
suffering of hundreds of millions of 
people,” Georgieva said. “We must 
not allow protectionism to take root 
and the world to drift into separate 
blocs. (Agencies)

TOKYO: The U.S. dollar climbed 
versus the yen and stayed firm 
against other major peers on Tues-
day as more Federal Reserve offi-
cials made the case for even tighter 
U.S. monetary policy. The green-
back edged up against sterling and 
hovered more than 1 percent above 
its two-month trough to the euro 
after Fed Vice Chair Lael Brainard 
on Monday echoed weekend com-
ments by Fed Governor Christo-

pher Waller that interest rates need 
to keep rising to battle inflation, al-
though potentially at a slower pace. 
The dollar index, which measures 
the currency against six counter-
parts including the yen, euro and 
sterling, edged 0.03 percent high-
er to 107.00 early in the Asian day. 
The index held onto gains made on 
Monday when it rebounded from 
a three-month low of 106.27 hit 
on Friday. The index tumbled 3.9 

percent last week, its worst perfor-
mance since March 2020, after U.S. 
consumer prices rose less than ex-
pected, stoking speculation a peak 
in rates might be close. Money mar-
kets are currently pricing in an 89 
percent probability that the Federal 
Open Market Committee (FOMC) 
will slow the pace of hikes to a half 
point at its next meeting on Dec. 14, 
against 11 percent odds for another 
75 basis point increase. (Agencies)

US dollar strengthens  
against Pak Rupee

ECC approves  
Kissan Package 2022

UK removes Pakistan 
from third countries list

KARACHI: The Pakistani rupee saw 
a decline of 62 paisas in its value to 
settle at Rs222.31 against the US 
dollar during early trading in the 
interbank market on Tuesday. The 
streak of depreciation for the rupee 
began on Friday when its value ex-
tended losses by 22 paisas to close 
at Rs221.64. On Monday, the rupee 
saw its worth going down by anoth-
er five paisas as a single US dollar 
was being traded for Rs221.69 in 
the interbank market. The delay 
in the next round of negotiations 
with International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the rescheduling of 
Saudi Crown Prince Muhammad 
Bin Salman’s tour to Pakistan has 
caused uncertainty in the market.  
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Economic Co-
ordination Committee (ECC) of the 
Cabinet approved the Kissan pack-
age proposed by the Ministry of Na-
tional Food Security and Research. 
Minister for Finance Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar presided over 
the meeting of the Economic Coor-
dination Committee in Islamabad 
where he gave approval to several 
summaries including approval of 
the Kissan package. The package 
includes enhancement of agricul-
ture loan disbursement from 1,419 
billion to 1,802 billion, reduction 
in DAP price from 13,750 rupees 
to 11,250 rupees per bag and inter-
est-free loans to convert three lac 
tube wells to solar. Ministry of En-
ergy, Petroleum Division submitted 
a summary on High-Speed Diesel/
Gas Oil premium and shared that 
the demand for HSD has been sub-
stantially increased due to ongoing 
sowing season and rehabilitation ef-
forts after the floods in the country. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The United Kingdom 
has officially removed Pakistan 
from its list of “High Risk Third 
Countries”, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Bilawal Bhutto informed via 
Twitter on Monday. While sharing 
the official document, the minister 
said that this removal is due to Pa-
kistan’s early completion of the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force’s (FATF) 
action plans.  “The amendment re-
moves Pakistan from the list in ac-
cordance with the decision taken 
by the Financial Action Taskforce 
(FATF) on 21 October 2022,” Stat-
utory Instrument released by the 
Foreign, Commonwealth & Devel-
opment Office (FCDO) read.   The 
FCDO recognizes the progress Pa-
kistan has made to improve money 
laundering and terrorist financing 
controls, it added. (Agencies)

Oil prices slip on OPEC cut in demand forecast

Thailand eases rules for foreign exchange operators

Singapore’s Sea slashed 7,000 jobs in six months 

EIB to fund $1.5ln water projects in Egypt

Russian rouble holds near 60 to the dollar,  
with G20 in focus

Slovakia’s InoBat plans electric vehicle battery 
factory in Serbia

SINGAPORE: Oil prices extended 
losses in early Asian trade on Tues-
day after OPEC cut its 2022 glob-
al demand forecast, while rising 
COVID-19 case numbers in China 
clouded the outlook for fuel con-
sumption in the world’s top crude 
importing nation. Brent crude 
futures fell 39 cents, or 0.4%, to 
$92.75 a barrel by 0133 GMT after 
settling down 3% on Monday. U.S. 
West Texas Intermediate crude was 
at $85.31 a barrel, down 56 cents, 
or 0.7%, after tumbling 3.5% in the 
previous session. The Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) cut its 2022 global oil 
demand growth forecast for a fifth 

time since April, citing mounting 
economic challenges including high 
inflation and rising interest rates. 
This comes after the International 
Monetary Fund said on Sunday that 
the global economic outlook has 
become gloomier than projected 
last month, citing a steady wors-
ening in purchasing manager sur-
veys in recent months. Meanwhile, 
though investors cheered China’s 
announcements last week that it 
would lessen the impact of a strict 
zero-COVID policy to spur econom-
ic activity and energy demand, ANZ 
analysts said surging case numbers 
continue to be a key downside risk.
(APP)

BANGKOK: Thailand will give 
foreign exchange service provid-
ers more flexibility in business to 
encourage innovation and new 
technologies, the Bank of Thai-
land (BOT) said in a statement on 
Tuesday. The revision of foreign ex-
change regulations, which govern 
commercial banks, money chang-
ers and transfer agents, also allows 
for new types of services and pro-
motes competition, said assistant 
governor Alisara Mahasandana. 
The new measures include allow-
ing companies to register products 

in the central bank’s ‘sandbox’ test-
ing scheme for new technologies, 
and a simplified licensing regime. 
The regulations are part of Bank of 
Thailand’s FX ecosystem develop-
ment plan to lower service cost and 
improve access for retail custom-
ers, she added. Thailand’s central 
bank has been pushing for more 
innovation and technologies in fi-
nancial services. Earlier this year 
it said it would allow commercial 
banks to invest more in fintech and 
was working out rules on virtual 
banks.(APP)

KUALA LUMPUR: Sea Ltd has cut 
about 7,000 jobs, or roughly 10% 
of its workforce, in the past six 
months as it fights to stem balloon-
ing losses and win back investors, 
according to a person familiar with 
the matter. Among the latest reduc-
tions is about 100 positions at Sea’s 
e-commerce arm Shopee, and those 
affected started to receive notices 
on Monday, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. The newest 
cuts are a part of several waves of 
layoffs since June. The gaming and 
online-retail giant has lost almost 
90% of its value since a peak last 
year on questions about its mon-
ey-making prospects in an era of 
rising interest rates and intensify-
ing competition. The company has 
slashed jobs, shuttered its e-com-
merce operations in some Euro-
pean and Latin American markets 

and said it would reduce expenses 
to cope. Sea is scheduled to report 
quarterly results on Tuesday, with 
analysts estimating widening losses 
and the slowest year-on-year reve-
nue growth since 2017. The latest 
cuts span recruitment, employee 
relationship management, training 
and other human resources func-
tions in Singapore and China, the 
people said, asking not to be named 
discussing internal actions. The In-
formation earlier reported the ex-
tent of Sea’s recent layoffs. Affect-
ed staff include those supporting 
hiring and training across Shopee 
and its digital financial services 
arm SeaMoney, which oversees 
payment product ShopeePay, the 
people said. Managers have also 
been told to recruit more prudently 
as the company braces for an eco-
nomic downturn. (APP)

CAIRO: The European Investment 
Bank (EIB) is planning to offer 
$1.5 billion to Egypt to fund proj-
ects which are mostly focused on 
water treatment, Asharq Business 
reported on November 13th, citing 
the bank’s Vice President, Gelsomi-
na Vigliotti. The bank collaborates 
with the Egyptian government to 
link water, food, and energy proj-
ects in order to actualize a strate-
gy that is considerate of climate 
change in several aspects pertain-
ing to the economy and the impact 
on the population, Vigliotti added 

in an interview on the sidelines of 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP27). Vigliotti not-
ed that the bank would also work 
with Egypt in the transport and 
energy sectors, given their associa-
tion with carbon dioxide emissions. 
She revealed that EIB worked in 
water desalination projects in other 
countries in the region, including 
Jordon’s Amman-Aqaba line, which 
is a major desalination project ex-
ecuted in partnership with inter-
national partners and the private 
sector.(APP)

MOSCOW: The Russian rouble was 
holding above 60 to the U.S. dollar 
on Tuesday as Moscow-based an-
alysts said they were focused on 
the start of the G20 summit in Bali, 
China’s zero-COVID policy and 
global oil prices. By 0715 GMT the 
rouble was 0.25% stronger against 
the dollar at 60.41 and down 0.1% 
versus the euro at 62.33 . Western 
leaders are expected to scold Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
in Indonesia over Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and use the opportunity 
to press the likes of China and In-
dia to take a tougher stance against 

Moscow. The Russian currency has 
advanced slightly in recent sessions 
and analysts said the rouble could 
start to test the 60 mark against the 
U.S. dollar in the coming days, sup-
ported by a month-end tax period 
in which companies convert for-
eign currency earnings into roubles 
to cover domestic liabilities. Brent 
crude oil, a global benchmark for 
Russia’s main export, was up 0.16% 
at $93.29 a barrel. Any easing of 
Beijing’s strict anti-COVID policies, 
meanwhile, could provide a fillip 
to a key trading partner for Russia. 
(APP)

BRATISLAVA: Electric vehicle (EV) 
battery technology company InoBat 
has signed a declaration of intent 
with the Serbian government on 
the construction of a major new EV 
battery factory.  The new gigafac-
tory will help to meet the growing 
demand for electric car batteries in 
Europe. Serbia is an increasingly 
important destination for manu-
facturing auto components. InoBat 

said in a press release on Novem-
ber 14 that the Serbian government 
will provide “financial and materi-
al support”. It did not disclose the 
size of the support, but according 
to Reuters it will provide funding of 
up to €419mn including grants and 
tax incentives. Marian Bocek, CEO 
of InoBat, commented that the Ser-
bian government had been “excep-
tional partners”. (APP)

Global banks cut China jobs as HSBC eyes expansion

Credit Suisse to sell securitized products to Apollo

Japan has fallen behind global competition in chipmaking

Wheat drops on rising odds of Ukraine  
export deal extension, corn down

US says six airlines issue $622m in refunds

BEIJING: Global banks may cut 10 
percent of China investment bank-
ers in 2023 as they recalibrate their 
plans to conquer the Chinese finan-
cial market, according to sources. 
At the same time, HSBC (0005) said 
it will expand its private banking in 
the country. In public, executives say 
they are in for the long-haul, but be-
hind the scenes, banks such as Gold-
man Sachs Group and UBS have 
jettisoned China-focused investment 
bankers. An estimated 10 to 20 per-
cent of high-level bankers are likely 
to be paid no bonus this year and 

more than half are in for a record 
drop - which may lead to major staff 
exits. One source said banks are 
considering to narrow the pay gap 
among bankers to reduce job cuts, 
as deals may bounce back in the sec-
ond half of next year. Other sources 
predict that 10 to 15 percent of the 
staff - likely those ranked nearer 
the bottom - will quit because of the 
near-zero bonus pool. Meanwhile, 
HSBC said it will continue to expand 
its private banking business in the 
mainland and plans to open centers 
in four cities within two years. (APP)

ZURICH: Credit Suisse has entered 
into definitive agreement to sell a 
significant part of its Securitized 
Products Group and other related fi-
nancing businesses to Apollo Global 
Management, the Swiss bank said 
on Tuesday. The transaction and sale 
of other portfolio assets to third-par-
ty investors was expected to reduce 
SPG assets from US$75 billion to 
around US$20 billion through a se-
ries of transactions expected to be 
completed by mid-2023, it said with-
out giving a sale price. The sale of 

the Securitized Products Group, al-
ready flagged by the bank, is part of 
Credit Suisse’s larger restructuring 
plan that it hopes will de-risk the in-
vestment bank and release capital to 
invest in the bank’s core businesses. 
Credit Suisse last month announced 
it plans to raise four billion Swiss 
francs (US$4.24 billion) from inves-
tors, cut thousands of jobs and shift 
its focus even more from investment 
banking towards rich clients as the 
bank attempts to put years of scan-
dals behind it. (APP)

TOKYO: Japan has fallen 10 years 
behind the global competition, in-
cluding the US, South Korea, Tai-
wan and some European nations. 
Canada-based electronics industry 
magazine Eletronic Products & Tech-
nology on Monday (Nov 14) cited 
the Japanese Ministry of Economy 
Trade and Industry as saying that 
the country was investing almost half 
a billion dollars to beef up semicon-
ductor development and production 
in a ‘last chance’ attempt to keep 
its position as a major player on the 
global technology stage. The minis-
try said the new company Rapidus, 
which means ‘quick’ in Latin, will 
work on developing next-generation, 

or “post-5G”, semiconductors. It said 
these advanced chips will allow for 
smart gadgets and smart cities with 
high-speed sensors and transmission. 
The components have to be extreme-
ly thin, a fraction of a hair’s breadth. 
The US$490 million effort will involve 
working closely with major Japan ally 
the US to bring together ‘the best and 
the brightest’ from both nations, the 
ministry said. The report added that 
the ministry had acknowledged that 
Japan had fallen 10 years behind the 
global competition, including the US, 
South Korea, Taiwan and some Euro-
pean nations. Now was “Japan’s last 
chance” to remain a player in the sec-
tor, it said. (APP)

SINGAPORE: Chicago wheat futures 
slid on Tuesday, falling for the first 
time in three sessions, weighed down 
by rising expectations that an export 
corridor deal for Ukrainian grains 
would be renewed. Corn ticked lower, 
while soybeans firmed. “Market sen-
timent got a material, but ultimately 
brief, lift when Saudi Arabia bought a 
lot more milling wheat at tender than 
they originally planned,” said Tobin 
Gorey, director of agricultural strat-
egy at the Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia. “The renewal, or otherwise, 
of Ukraine’s Black Sea grain corridor 
this week remains the elephant in the 
room that is tempering activity. We 

expect the corridor will, ultimately, 
be renewed. But, like most, we are 
wary of what kind of disruptive skul-
duggery Russia’s president might 
think of.“ The most-active wheat con-
tract on the Chicago Board of Trade 
(CBOT) fell 0.1% to $8.17-3/4 a bush-
el, as of 0258 GMT. Corn lost 0.2% to 
$6.56-1/4 a bushel and soybeans add-
ed 0.2% to $14.42-3/4 a bushel. The 
Kremlin said on Monday that talks 
with the United Nations last week on 
a deal safeguarding the shipment of 
grain from Ukrainian ports had been 
“fairly constructive”, raising hopes 
that it can be rolled over smoothly. 
(APP)

WASHINGTON: The U.S. Trans-
portation Department said Mon-
day that six airlines were slapped 
with $7.25 million in penalties and 
agreed to issue $622 million in pas-
senger refunds as the agency vows 
to aggressively enforce consumer 
protections. The actions helped 
ensure the carriers paid required 

refunds “to hundreds of thou-
sands of passengers who had their 
flights canceled or significantly 
changed,” Transportation Secre-
tary Pete Buttigieg told reporters. 
“It shouldn’t take enforcement ac-
tion from (USDOT) to get airlines 
to pay the funds that they’re re-
quired to pay.”(APP)
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Pak hockey team improves international ranking

Sports court opens case on Russian skater

Former world No. 5 Low ready to roar in Lion City

Arab golfers gaining global momentum  
after encouraging International Series Egypt

Philippine to host VNL men’s games anew next year

Browns reeling, at loss to explain terrible trip to Miami

KARACHI: The Pakistan hockey 
team was successful in improv-
ing its international rankings after 
bagging a bronze medal during the 
recently-concluded Sultan Azlan 
Shah Cup in Ipoh, Malaysia. In 
the FIH men’s rankings, Pakistan 
moved up one position to 17th at 
the expense of Japan, who they 
defeated 5-3 in the bronze medal 
match, who slip down one place 
to 18th. Meanwhile, Australia re-
main at the top of the men’s rank-
ings with 3052 points. It must be 
noted that Pakistan won a medal 
at the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup for 

the first time in 11 years. Pakistan 
had finished on the fourth position 
on the points table, with one win in 
five games. “The young Pakistan 
players surprised everyone during 
the tournament,” Pakistan captain 
Umer Bhutta said after arriving 
back home on November 12. “We 
want to save Pakistan hockey. The 
federal government should help 
us,” he pleaded. Pakistan’s next as-
signment is the FIH Nations Cup in 
South Africa, which starts later this 
month, however the Pakistan Hock-
ey Federation requires funds to par-
ticipate in the event. (Agencies)

GENEVA: The Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS) said Monday it 
has taken up the case against Rus-
sian figure skater Kamila Valieva 
over her alleged use of a banned 
substance before the Beijing 2022 
Winter Games. CAS acted on an 
appeal by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA), which accused 
the Russian Anti-Doping Agency 
(RUSADA) of delaying a ruling in 
its Valieva investigation. “The CAS 
arbitration proceedings have com-
menced,” the international tribunal 
based in the Swiss city of Lausanne 
said in a statement about Valieva. 
At the Winter Games in February, 
Valieva, then 15, became the first 
female skater to land a quadruple 
jump in Olympic competition, help-
ing the Russian team secure gold 
in the team event. It later emerged 
she had tested positive before the 

Games for trimetazidine, a drug 
used to treat angina but which is 
banned for athletes because it can 
boost endurance. The urine sample 
was taken from Valieva on Decem-
ber 25 at the 2021 Russian Nation-
al Figure Skating Championships. 
RUSADA opened an investigation 
into Valieva, but WADA appealed 
referring it to CAS “as no decision 
was issued by RUSADA within the 
time limit set by WADA”, the Laus-
anne court said. Last month, WADA 
warned RUSADA to speed up its in-
vestigation into Valieva. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Former world 
No. 5 Low Wee Wern (pic) will final-
ly make an emotional return to com-
petition at the Singapore Open after 
her fourth knee surgery 13 months 
ago. Wee Wern, whose career was 
disrupted by knee injuries that start-
ed about eight years ago, had to un-
dergo a surgery last year after brief 
comeback to Professional Squash 
Association (PSA) world tour, which 
put her career under threat. The 
Singapore Open which begins today 
will see Wee Wern, ranked 444th in 
the world, play world No. 22 Nadine 
Shahin of Egypt and irrespective of 
the outcome of the match, squash 
fans and well wishers would be de-

lighted with Wee Wern’s remarkable 
return. Her long-time coach Aaron 
Soyza said her fighting qualities 
and determination are exemplary 
for younger generation of squash 
players. “Wee Wern had undergone 
three surgeries on her left knee 
and the fourth on her right knee 
last year. Any player from Malaysia 
would have given up long ago but 
she decided to fight back and play 
professional squash again,” said 
Aaron. “The latest corrective sur-
gery had forced to change her foot-
work where her knee position would 
be in a little awkward angle but she 
has still managed to adjust and had 
continued her recovery. (Agencies)

CAIRO: The future looks bright for 
golf in the Arab world after three 
players from the region finished in 
the top 40 of the International Series 
Egypt, as a strong contingent of 17 
players from nine different coun-
tries teed off at the flagship Asian 
Tour event. Andy Ogletree of the 
US secured his maiden title in the 
professional game on Sunday, win-
ning the $1.5 million event at Madi-
naty Golf Club in Cairo. He fired an 
eight-under-par 62 to finish with a 
total of 23 under, and won by four 
shots from Austria’s Bernd Wies-
berger, who returned a 63. Korean 
Jeunghun Wang (64) and American 

Sihwan Kim (65) tied for third, sev-
en behind the winner. The result saw 
Kim return to the top of the Asian 
Tour Order of Merit list. And it was 
an encouraging showing for the best 
of the Arab golfers. Jordan’s Sher-
go Kurdi was highest placed of the 
regional representation in Cairo on 
T27 with a seven-under total thanks 
to three superb under par rounds 
and a level par second round. That 
put the 19-year-old, who featured in 
the LIV Golf Invitational series last 
season, one ahead of amateur Mo-
roccan El Mehdi Fakori (T33) with 
Ayoub Lguirati (T37) a shot further 
back. (Agencies)

MANILA: Volleyball Nations 
League (VNL) men’s competition 
is set to return in the Philippines 
next year on July 4 to 9 with eight 
teams seeing action. After suc-
cessfully hosting the men’s and 
women’s tournaments, the VNL 
announced its return to the coun-
try in 2023 with the Week 3 of the 
men’s tournament staging in Pasay 
City. Crowd-favorite Japan is set to 
play again on Philippine soil with 
China, Slovenia, Brazil, Poland, It-

aly, the Netherlands, and Canada. 
Yuki Ishikawa , Tatsunori Otsuka, 
Yuji Nishida, and Ran Takahashi 
competed in front of Filipino fans 
last June at Smart Araneta Colise-
um, where champion France also 
played. The country also hosted the 
women’s edition, which includes 
powerhouse teams United States 
and Japan. The Philippine Nation-
al Volleyball Federation will only 
bring the world-class men’s compe-
tition next year. (Agencies)

CLEVELAND: The Cleveland Browns 
followed their bye by taking a second 
straight week off. Unable to build any 
momentum from their best perfor-
mance this season, they returned from 
the break only to get busted up Sunday 
by the Miami Dolphins, who unleashed 
a 39-17 thrashing that raised more 
questions about the Browns’ effort, per-
sonnel, schemes and future. There are 
problems everywhere, but especially for 
a defense that was supposed to be the 

team’s strength and has turned out to 
be a glaring weakness. One of the NFL’s 
top-rated passing teams, the Dolphins 
came in ranked 28th in rushing and 
ran it down Cleveland’s throat, rolling 
up 195 yards. The Browns struggled to 
get off blocks, missed tackles and were 
thoroughly overmatched from the start. 
Myles Garrett, Jadeveon Clowney and 
the rest of Cleveland’s defensive front 
barely put a hand on Miami quarterback 
Tua Tagovailoa. (Agencies)

Bale says he is 100pc ready to lead Wales at World Cup

Masood blames himself, Shadab after T20 World Cup final loss

Djokovic downs Tsitsipas, Rublev overcomes Medvedev at ATP Finals

Alvarez seeking “Revenge” against Bivol next May

CARDIFF: Wales captain Gareth 
Bale says he is 100% fit to play 
for his country at their first World 
Cup since 1958. The 33-year-old is 
Wales’ all-time top scorer with 40 
goals in 108 games but has strug-
gled with injuries this season. Wales 
kick off their campaign against the 
US next Monday and also face Iran 
and England in Group B. “I’m fully 
fit and ready to go. If I need to play 
three 90s (minutes), I’ll play three 
90s,” Bale told a news conference 
yesterday. “It’s been difficult, men-
tally more than anything. I guess 

for everybody, the last three or four 
weeks, it’s been difficult, even hear-
ing stories of players going down 
and knowing they’re going to miss 
the World Cup. “Speaking to a few 
of the boys, even for them having 
to play this weekend was tough 

mentally, and we’re just praying 
not to have an injury at all because 
it’s such a big occasion.” Bale said 
Wales were determined to speak 
out about human rights and LGBT 
issues surrounding the World Cup. 
Qatar has come under intense pres-
sure over its treatment of foreign 
workers and restrictive social laws, 
leading many participating teams 
to raise concerns. The country has 
denied claims that workers were 
exploited. “Of course, for us as foot-
ballers, it’s been a difficult subject to 
talk about,” he said. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan batter Shan 
Masood blamed himself and Shadab 
Khan for the loss against England in 
the final of the T20 World Cup 2022 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
on Sunday. Pakistan were handed a 
five-wicket loss by the Poms in the 
final, thanks to a brilliant bowling 
performance from Sam Curran and 
Adil Rashid and a crucial half-century 
from all-rounder Ben Stokes. Opting 
to field first, England restricted Pa-
kistan to a meagre 137 runs before 
chasing down the target in 19 overs 

to become the champions of the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup. Masood felt 
Shadab and himself were to blame 
for the innings’ collapse. “When 
Babar and I were batting, we built a 
very good platform and then lost two 
wickets. We recovered that with Sha-
dab and myself and then I don’t think 
we finished well and I think me and 
Shadab hold ourselves accountable 
for not staying there,” Masood told 
ESPNcricinfo. “There were stages, es-
pecially with the bat where we could 
have finished the innings really well. 

Personally, I take the blame for it. I 
thought that we were aiming for 170 
and having looked at how the innings 
ended, maybe we could have used a 
batsman staying until the end and get-
ting us to 155-160 which looked very 
good on a pitch that did something.” 
The left-handed batter also heaped 
praise on Pakistan’s bowling line-up 
but accepted that his side gave away 
runs early in the innings. “At the end 
in that crucial period where we lost 
Shaheen, we could have done with 
his two overs at the end. (Agencies)

TURIN: Novak Djokovic continued 
his dominance over Stefanos Tsitsip-
as with a 6-4, 7-6(4) win after Andrey 
Rublev battled back to defeat fellow 
Russian Daniil Medvedev 6-7(7), 6-3, 
7-6(7) in group stage play at the ATP 
Finals in Turin yesterday. Djokovic’s 
outstanding serving, mighty fore-
hand and all-court defence delivered 

him a ninth straight win over Tsitsip-
as in their Red Group match. Djokov-
ic broke the Greek in the opening 
game and rode that advantage to cap-
ture the first set in a match that came 
just two weeks after the Serbian beat 
Tsitsipas at the Paris Masters, a tour-
nament that is also played on indoor 
hard courts. Tsitsipas finally got his 

lone look at a break point opportuni-
ty while leading 2-1 in the second set 
but Djokovic crushed an overhead to 
erase the danger. Tsitsipas showed 
signs of life in the tiebreak when he 
battle back from 5-1 down to get to 
5-4 but Djokovic pounded two pre-
cise serves to reach the finish line. 
(Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: Canelo Alvarez will 
be out revenge against Dmitry Bivol 
next match in a rematch. The Mex-
ican superstar revealed on Monday 
that his surgically repaired left wrist 
is healing, and he believes he’ll be 
ready to fight in May. Canelo (58-
2-2, 39 KOs) is planning on making 
adjustments to his game so that he 
can avenge his loss to WBA light 
heavyweight champion Bivol (21-0, 
11 KOs) from last May and become 

a two-time 175-lb champ. Even with 
the adjustments Canelo makes in his 
game, it’s still impossible for him to 
match Bivol’s output. Canelo lacks 

the cardio to throw a lot of punches 
the way Bivol does, and if he tries, 
he’ll gas and be easy prey. Bivol’s 
combination punching will be a prob-
lem for Canelo because used to fac-
ing fighters that throw single shots 
like Gennadiy Golovkin. Bivol is a 
different type of fighter that hadn’t 
dealt with during his career until last 
May. Alvarez attributes his loss to 
Bivol due to injuries and a game plan 
that didn’t work. (Agencies)

Embiid’s 59 points  
leave Jazz reeling

Women’s football  
squad gets a leg up

FLORIDA: Joel Embiid scored 59 
points to carry the Philadelphia 
76ers to a 105-98 victory over Utah, 
just one of two 50-point performanc-
es that lit up the NBA night. Cleve-
land guard Darius Garland scored 27 
of his 51 points in the fourth quar-
ter, but his heroics weren’t enough 
to prevent the Cavaliers from sur-
rendering their first defeat on their 
home floor, 129-124 to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. Embiid added 11 re-
bounds and eight assists along with 
seven blocked shots, just a day after 
he scored 42 points in a victory over 
the Atlanta Hawks. “I’ve never seen 
a more dominating performance, 
when you combine defense and of-
fense,” 76ers coach Doc Rivers said. 
With the Jazz pressing late, Embiid 
scored 26 of Philadelphia’s 27 points 
in the fourth quarter. His fadeaway 
jump shot with a minute left put Phil-
adelphia up 103-98. (Agencies)

PETALING JAYA: The appoint-
ment of Soleen Al-Zou’bi as the 
new head coach of the National 
women’s squad (Malayan Tigress) 
is part of a plan to further devel-
op the women’s football scene in 
the country. Al-Zou’bi is expected 
to join the Football Association of 
Malaysia (FAM) at its headquarters 
in Kelana Jaya on Dec 1. Current-
ly attached to the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) as the head of 
the Women’s Football Unit and as-
sistant technical director, she will 
be the first foreign coach to lead 
the team. FAM Women’s Football 
Committee chairman Datuk Suraya 
Yaacob said the presence of Al-
Zou’bi as head coach would be the 
catalyst to promote more women in 
the sports ecosystem. “Her appoint-
ment would give national players 
the exposure they need to polish 
their skills. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Try not to let your emotions 
get the better of you today. You may 
think you are completely in control 
of your feelings but the planets warn 
that isn’t necessarily the case. There 
is no telling what damage might be 
done if you go on an emotional ram-
page.
– TAURUS: You seem to be in one of 
those moods when you just can’t sit 
still. It’s because deep down you rec-
ognize that if you don’t get out into 
the world and meet as many new peo-
ple as you possibly can a glorious op-
portunity to shine could pass you by.
– GEMINI: You must be clear in your 
mind what it is you are proposing to 
do. Only then will you be able to com-
municate your vision to family and 
friends and, more importantly, to peo-
ple in positions of power. They can 
help you realize your dream.
– CANCER: With both the Sun and 
Venus working hard in the most dy-
namic area of your chart today you 
won’t hold back for even a moment. 
You know you have what it takes to 
create something special and are not 
about to let the opportunity go beg-
ging.
– LEO: You are under no illusions 
about what needs to be done and how 
much time and effort it is going to 
take. But that’s okay because as one 

of the zodiac’s fixed signs once you 
commit to a project you go all the 
way. It’s win or bust today!
– VIRGO: You will do something to-
day that gets heads turning in your 
direction and gets more than a few 
tongues wagging as well, and you will 
love being the center of attention. Just 
be careful you don’t let all that praise 
and applause go to your head.
– LIBRA: As your ruler Venus is 
linked with luck planet Jupiter today 
you can expect good fortune of some 
sort to come your way. However, as 
Jupiter is going through its retrograde 
phase you must lock in your gains, or 
risk losing them again just as easily.
– SCORPIO: It is of the utmost impor-
tance that you demand only the best 
today, of yourself and of other people. 
According to the planets you may 
have to do nothing more strenuous 
than click your fingers to get what it 
is you desire. Yes, it’s really that good.
– SAGITTARIUS: The pressure is on 
now but nothing will occur that you 
cannot handle, so believe that you 
are up to the task you’ve been given 
and make the best possible job of it. 
In a matter of days, maybe just hours, 
important people will be singing your 
praises.
– CAPRICORN: So many things are 
changing in your world at the mo-
ment that it’s no surprise you are a 
bit concerned. The good news is that 
no matter how many more upheavals 
take place you personally have noth-
ing to fear. You will in fact gain from 
the changes.
– ACQUARIUS: There is no limit to 
how much progress you can make 
now, both in your private life and in 
your career, so push yourself hard to-
day and get the rewards you deserve. 
And laugh at those who say you’ve 
been “lucky” – they’re losers one and 
all.
– PISCES: Your confidence is on a 
high at the moment and you are be-
ginning to believe that all things are 
possible.
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 UK to join project helping swift military movements across Europe 

 Japan to reopen to cruise ships after 2 1/2-year ban

US to spend $66m on new facilities at Philippines military bases

BRUSSELS: European Union de-
fence ministers paved the way on 
Tuesday for Britain to join an EU 
project aimed at facilitating the swift 
movement of troops and military 
equipment across Europe, as war 
rages in Ukraine for a ninth month. 
Britain, which formally left the EU 
in 2020, four years after voting in a 
referendum to leave the bloc, has 
long been sceptical about moves 
towards greater European military 
integration, fearing this could un-
dermine NATO. But non-European 
NATO allies the United States and 
Canada have also signed up to the 
EU’s “Military Mobility” project, 

part of its enhanced defence coop-
eration (PESCO). It aims to simpli-
fy and standardise procedures for 
military personnel and equipment 
as they cross borders by road, rail, 
sea or air. Military experts have long 
complained that red tape is hamper-
ing the swift movement of personnel 
and equipment that would be crucial 
if NATO allies had to send reinforce-
ments to eastern Europe in the case 
of a conflict. “Russia’s war against 
Ukraine has further demonstrated 
that being able to move troops and 
military equipment swiftly across 
Europe and beyond is essential for 
our security,” EU foreign policy 

chief Josep Borrell said in a state-
ment. “After the U.S., Canada and 
Norway joined last year, the UK’s 
participation is yet another proof of 
the importance of this project,” he 
said. “Ensuring fast movement and 
secure transport of armed forces is 
crucial to improve the EU and NA-
TO’s ability to respond to crises, in 
particular now as we provide urgent 
military support to Ukraine.” Britain 
is one of the most vocal critics of 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. It has 
so far committed 3.8 billion pounds 
($4.5 billion) in military and eco-
nomic aid to Ukraine since the war 
began in February. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan will lift a more than 2 1/2-
year ban on international cruise ships 
that was imposed following a deadly 
coronavirus outbreak on the cruise ship 
Diamond Princess at the beginning of 
the pandemic, transport officials said 
Tuesday. The Transport Ministry said 
cruise ship operators and port authori-
ties’ associations have adopted anti-vi-
rus guidelines and that Japan is now 
ready to resume its international cruise 
operations while receiving foreign ships 
at its ports. Japan has barred interna-
tional cruise ships since March 2020, 
after the outbreak on the Diamond 
Princess forced 3,711 passengers and 
crew members to quarantine on board 
for two weeks, during which 13 people 
died and more than 700 others were in-
fected. Japan chose to isolate the crew 

and passengers while keeping them on 
board as a way of border control, but 
was also criticized for turning the ship 
into a virus incubator. Cruise ship oper-
ators are expected to discuss with local 
authorities further details about their 
port entry plans. Japan’s resumption of 
international cruise liners comes more 
than a year after they returned to the 
United States and Europe. Under the 
new guidelines, all crew members must 
have three received three coronavirus 
vaccine shots while most passengers 
must be vaccinated at least twice. The 
guideline also calls for thorough ven-
tilation, distancing and disinfecting of 
common areas. Japan, after much delay 
compared to many other countries, re-
opened its borders to individual foreign 
tourists in October  (Agencies)

MANILA: The Philippines on Tuesday 
said defence ally the United States 
had agreed to spend $66.5 million 
to start building training and ware-
house facilities at three of its military 
bases, under a 2014 joint security 
deal. Construction of the projects in 
three of five Philippine sites outlined 
under the Enhanced Defense Coop-
eration Agreement (EDCA) will start 
next year, the Department of Defense 
said in a statement. “The department 

is committed to accelerate the imple-
mentation of the EDCA by conclud-
ing infrastructure enhancement and 
repair projects, developing new infra-
structure projects at existing EDCA 
locations,” it said. The Philippines 
has long been a staunch U.S. ally and 
the EDCA is widely seen as import-
ant for both sides, worried by China’s 
increasingly assertive pursuit of its 
territorial claims in the South China 
Sea. (Agencies)

Hundreds protest  
China Covid lockdowns

Canada arrests EV battery 
researcher for spying China

Trump fights Twitter ban  
at US appeals court

Israel won’t aid US probe  
on reporter’s death

BEIJING: Protesters in southern Chi-
na clashed with police in a rare dis-
play of public opposition to anti-Covid 
measures, videos posted online 
showed, after lockdowns in the area 
were extended over a surge in infec-
tions. Videos circulating on social me-
dia since Monday night and verified 
by AFP showed hundreds taking to 
the street in the industrial metropolis 
of Guangzhou, some tearing down 
cordons intended to keep locked-
down residents from leaving their 
homes. A few scuffled with officials in 
hazmat suits. “No more testing,“ pro-
testers chanted, with some throwing 
debris at police. Another video shows 
a man trying to swim across a water-
way that separates the affected dis-
trict of Haizhu from the neighbouring 
area, with passers-by suggesting the 
man was trying to escape the lock-
down. The district of more than 1.8 
million residents has been the source 
of the bulk of Guangzhou’s Covid-19 
cases. Officials announced the first 
snap lockdown there in late October, 
targeting dozens of residential neigh-
bourhoods. (Agencies)

MONTREAL: Canadian federal police 
on Monday arrested a former electric 
vehicle battery researcher at public 
utility Hydro-Quebec on charges of 
espionage for allegedly sending trade 
secrets to China. The man, who was 
recently fired by the utility, was taken 
into custody at his home in Candiac, a 
suburb of Montreal, by the Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police national secu-
rity squad. Yuesheng Wang, 35, faces 
charges under the Criminal Code and 
the Security of Information Act for 
having “allegedly obtained trade se-
crets to benefit the People’s Republic 
of China, to the detriment of Canada’s 
economic interests,” said a statement. 
“This is the first time this charge has 
been laid in Canada,” RCMP Inspec-
tor David Beaudoin said in relation 
to the espionage charge under the 
Security of Information Act. While 
employed by Hydro-Quebec, Wang 
allegedly used his position to conduct 
reasearch for a Chinese university, 
Beaudoin told a news conference. 
Wang, said Beaudoin, published ac-
ademic papers and filed patents “in 
association with this foreign actor,” 
using Hydro-Quebec information 
without its knowledge or approval. 
The RCMP had started an investiga-
tion after receiving a complaint in Au-
gust from Hydro-Quebec. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Former US presi-
dent Donald Trump yesterday asked 
a US appeals court to revive his law-
suit against Twitter Inc challenging 
his permanent suspension from 
the platform after his supporters 
attacked the US Capitol on Jan 6, 
2021. Lawyers for Trump, a Repub-
lican, told the San Francisco-based 
9th US Circuit Court of Appeals in 
a filing that the ban from Twitter 
marked “overtly partisan censor-
ship” and was “contrary to First 
Amendment principles deeply root-
ed in American history and law.”  
His lawsuit seeks compensatory and 
punitive damages and a court order 
requiring Twitter to “immediately 
reinstate” his account that was per-
manently suspended on Jan 8, 2021.
Trump has vowed to keep posting to 
his own Truth Social media platform. 
Twitter’s new owner, billionaire Elon 
Musk, has said that he would rein-
state Trump’s account. A spokesper-
son for Trump did not immediately 
respond to a message seeking com-
ment, and a Twitter spokesperson 
did not immediately reply. A lawyer 
for Trump, John Coale in Washing-
ton, told Reuters yesterday, “We want 
him to have the right to get back on” 
to Twitter. (Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israel will not co-
operate with any “external investi-
gation” into the death of journalist 
Shireen Abu Aqla. Defence Minister 
Benny Gantz said it was “a mistake” 
for US authorities to open an inves-
tigation into the killing. The Pales-
tinian-American correspondent was 
shot in the head while covering a 
raid in the occupied West Bank in 
May. Eyewitness said she was shot 
by Israeli troops, while an Israeli 
official said there was a “high prob-
ability” she was killed by one of its 
soldiers. On Monday, US media out-
let Axios reported that the US Jus-
tice Department had informed Isra-
el’s Justice Ministry that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had 
opened an investigation into her 
death. Mr Gantz said that the Israel 
Defence Forces (IDF) has conduct-
ed a “professional, independent in-
vestigation” that had been shared 
with US authorities, adding that he 
had told American officials that “we 
stand by the IDF’s soldiers, that we 
will not cooperate with an external 
investigation, and will not enable 
intervention to internal investiga-
tions”. Ms Abu Aqla - one of the 
most recognisable faces of journal-
ism in the Arab world. (Agencies)
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Australians rescued from rooftops  
as torrential rain ravages rural towns

Iranians strike to mark 2019 protests in fresh revolt

Nigeria’s ancient Benin Bronze treasures go digital

SYDNEY: Hundreds of residents in 
flood-ravaged Australia’s southeast 
were rescued by helicopter and boat 
after rivers rose rapidly today, cut-
ting off entire towns and inundat-
ing houses, highways, bridges and 
farms. Emergency crews deployed 
more than a dozen helicopters to 
rescue trapped people from roof-
tops in the worst-hit towns in New 
South Wales (NSW) state, officials 
said. More than 200 flood rescue op-
erations were conducted in the state 
over the past 24 hours to Tuesday 
morning, while 24 emergency warn-
ings remained. NSW Rural Fire Ser-
vice said their helicopters saved 67 

people, with some clinging to trees 
and on rooftops. A faster-than-ex-
pected rise in floodwaters forced of-
ficials to bring forward by two hours 
evacuation orders for Forbes, where 
the rural wheatbelt town’s 8,000 resi-
dents are battling their second major 
flooding in as many weeks. “They 
can’t believe this could happen twice 
in such a short period of time,” May-
or Phyllis Miller told ABC television. 
“I’m an optimist in my life but this 
is really heartbreaking.” About 600 
properties in Forbes are likely to get 
inundated with the Lachlan River set 
to match levels hit during the floods 
in 1952, officials said. (Agencies)

DUBAI: Iranians went on strike in 
several cities today to commemorate 
the 2019 protests over fuel prices, a 
display of dissent that was crushed 
by security forces in one of the 
bloodiest crackdowns in the history 
of the Islamic Republic. The move 
will add to pressure on Iran’s cler-
ical rulers, who have been battling 
two months of nationwide protests 
triggered by the death of 22-year-
old Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini in 
the custody of the morality police. In 
2019, Reuters reported 1,500 people 
were killed in that wave of unrest, 
including at least 17 teenagers and 
about 400 women as well as some 
members of the security forces and 

police. In the latest protests, the 
rights activist HRANA news agency 
said 344 people have been killed, in-
cluding 52 minors. The news agen-
cy also reported 40 members of the 
security forces being killed, in addi-
tion to 15,820 people being arrested. 
The demonstrations have turned 
into a legitimacy crisis for the cleri-
cal establishment, in power for more 
than four decades. Videos shared 
on social media showed strikes and 
gatherings. Footage shared by the 
activist 1500tasvir Twitter account 
showed closed shops in the Tehran 
Bazaar, with people gathering there 
to shout anti-government slogans. 
(Agencies)

LAGOS: Nigeria’s famed Benin 
bronzes artefacts stolen during 
British colonial rule and scattered 
across the globe -- have a new on-
line archive that aims to become 
a digital record of the treasures. 
Thousands of 16th to 18th century 
metal plaques, sculptures and ob-
jects were looted from the ancient 
Kingdom of Benin and ended up 
in museums and with art collectors 
across the US and Europe. Many ex-
perts hail them as the zenith of Afri-
can art. As Nigeria negotiates their 
return, “Digital Benin” (https://digi-

talbenin.org/) provides a centralised 
hub of images and descriptions of 
more than 5,000 artefacts held in 
131 institutions around the world. 

“It is unique, new possibility to see 
all the objects together and to com-
pare them,” Barbara Plankensteiner, 
director of Germany’s MARKK mu-
seum and one of the project’s found-
ers, told AFP. “It is really helpful for 
research for Nigerian scholars to be 
able to access knowledge they had 
not been able to before.” The proj-
ect, which began planning and re-
search two years ago, was launched 
at an official event at the weekend 
in Benin City, in southern Nigeria’s 
Edo State, the heart of the former 
Benin Kingdom. (Agencies)

Fire breaks out at Iraq’s 
Baghdad airport

BAGHDAD: Civil defense forces 
were fighting a fire that broke out 
in the departure hall of Iraq’s Bagh-
dad international airport, state 
news agency (INA) reported on 
Tuesday.
The cause of the fire was not imme-
diately clear. (Agencies)

US Army awards
Lockheed $500M deal to 

replenish rockets stockpile
WASHINGTON: The U.S. Army 
has awarded Lockheed Martin a 
deal worth $521 million to replen-
ish U.S. stocks of Guided Multiple 
Launch Rocket Systems, which 
were supplied to Ukraine to beat 
back Russia’s invasion.
The service on Oct. 21 and Nov. 2 
issued contracts funded by Con-
gress’ supplemental appropriation 
to support Ukraine. (Agencies)


