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KIEV/MOSCOW/WARSAW: Russia tar-
geted Ukrainian energy infrastructure 
in a “massive” missile attack. The attack 
came less than a day after Ukrainian 
President Vladimir Zelensky set con-
ditions for peace talks with Russia that 
Moscow called “unrealistic and inade-
quate.” The Russian forces “launched 
85 missile strikes at Ukraine,” Zelensky 
said in an emergency address on Tues-
day evening. His office called the situa-
tion in the wake of the attack “critical,” 
adding that most strikes targeted facili-
ties in the center and north of Ukraine.
The situation in Kiev is particularly 
hard, according to the deputy head of 
the presidential administration, Kirill 
Timoshenko. The Ukrainian energy 
providers had resorted to emergency 
power cuts to avoid energy system fail-
ures, he added. Up to nine Ukrainian 
regions were targeted in the attack, 
according to the authorities. Ukraine’s 
neighbor Moldova was also affected by 
the strike. Disruptions at the Ukrainian 
power plants led to a power-line discon-
nection in Moldova, causing “massive 
power outages across the country,” the 
nation’s deputy prime minister Andrei 
Spinu said on Telegram. 
About ten million Ukrainians have been 
left without electricity due to a Russian 
missile barrage, President Vladimir 
Zelensky said on Wednesday. In recent 
weeks, Moscow has been targeting the 
Ukrainian power grid after Moscow ac-
cused Kiev of staging ‘sabotage’ attacks 
on its critical infrastructure. Zelensky 
stated that many Ukrainian cities are 
experiencing power outages, with Kiev, 
Kharkov, Zhytomyr, and Lviv Regions 
affected the most. “About ten million 
Ukrainians are without electricity,” he 
said. The Ukrainian President also not-
ed internet connection and communi-
cation issues across the entire country. 
Moreover, due to Russian strikes several 
nuclear units have been automatically 
shut down at two nuclear power plants, 
Zelensky claimed, without providing 
any more details.
A missile that hit Poland was probably a 
stray fired by Ukraine’s air defenses and 
not a Russian strike, Poland and NATO 

said on Wednesday, easing global con-
cern that the war in Ukraine could spill 
across the border. Nevertheless, NA-
TO’s chief said that Moscow, not Kyiv 
was ultimately to blame, for starting the 
war in the first place and launching the 
attack that triggered Ukraine’s defens-
es. NATO Secretary General Jens Stol-
tenberg told reporters on Wednesday 
that the alliance sees “no indication” that 
Russia is preparing “offensive military 
actions” against it. While Kiev accused 
Russia of launching a missile strike on 
Poland, Stoltenberg said the missile was 
likely Ukrainian. Speaking after a meet-
ing of NATO’s North Atlantic Council, 
Stoltenberg said the explosion that 
killed two people near the Polish village 
of Przewowdow on Tuesday “was likely 
caused by a Ukrainian air defense mis-
sile.” “We have no indication that Russia 
is preparing offensive military actions 
against NATO,” he added. The explo-
sion was instantly blamed on Russia by 
Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky, 
who called it a “Russian attack on the 
collective security” of NATO, of which 
Poland is a member.
Germany and its NATO partners have 
no plans to try and close off Ukrainian 
airspace in the wake of a deadly mis-
sile blast in a village near the Po-
land-Ukraine border, Berlin said on 
Wednesday. Speaking to reporters, 
spokesman Wolfgang Buchner noted 
that such a move could trigger a direct 
clash between Russia and NATO forces. 
“Together with all our allies we agreed 
that we want to avoid a further escala-
tion of this war in Ukraine,” he said. 
Christian Thiels, Germany’s defense 
ministry spokesman, said Berlin had 
proposed to help Poland to patrol its air-
space. According to the official, German 
Eurofighter jets could be deployed as 
early as “tomorrow.”
Former Russian president Dmitry Med-
vedev has warned that the missile explo-
sion which killed two people in Poland 
has brought the West closer to World 
War III. The incident “proves just one 
thing: waging a hybrid war against Rus-
sia, the West moves closer to the World 
War”, the ex-president, who is now the 

deputy chair of Russia’s Security Coun-
cil, wrote on Twitter on Wednesday. He 
also put the words “missile strike” in 
quotation marks. Medvedev’s words 
were echoed by Russia’s deputy repre-
sentative to the UN, Dmitry Polyansky, 
who claimed there was “an obvious at-
tempt to provoke a direct military con-
frontation between NATO and Russia, 
with all the ensuing consequences for 
the whole world.”
A drone has struck an oil terminal in 
Russia’s Oryol Region, some 200km 
(124 miles) from the Ukrainian border, 
according to local Governor Andrey 
Klychkov. The region is not adjacent to 
Ukraine, but borders Kursk and Bry-
ansk where officials reported multiple 
Ukrainian attacks after Russia launched 
its military operation.
The recent unannounced meeting of 
top Russian and US spies in Ankara 
was meant to maintain dialogue be-
tween two powers, US National Se-
curity Council spokesman John Kirby 
told US media on Tuesday. Speaking 
to Bloomberg, Kirby was asked to com-
ment on the talks in Türkiye’s capital, 
which involved Sergey Naryshkin, di-
rector of Russia’s Foreign Intelligence 
Service (SVR), and CIA Director Bill 
Burns. “This was really about keeping 
the channels of communication with 
Russia open on issues that affect both 
our security’s futures,” the official said, 
adding that Burns’ sit-down with Nary-
shkin was “all about routine channels of 
communication” that Washington has 
with Moscow at various levels. Kirby 
noted that in recent weeks US Secretary 
of Defense Lloyd Austin and the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark 
Milley spoke with their respective Rus-
sian counterparts. By doing so, the US is 
“making sure that… there won’t be any 
miscalculations,” the official said. Kirby 
noted that in recent weeks US Secretary 
of Defense Lloyd Austin and the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark 
Milley spoke with their respective Rus-
sian counterparts. By doing so, the US 
is “making sure that… there won’t be 
any miscalculations,” the official said. 
(Agencies)

– Poland says was hit by Ukraine stray missile, easing concern of escalation

BULLSEYE! Russian missiles destroy 
Ukraine’s energy network

– Ten million Ukrainians without power – Zelensky – ‘No indication’ that Russia plans to attack NATO 
 – No-fly zone over Ukraine not on the table – Germany,  – Drone strikes Russian oil depot 

– Poland missile incident is step towards World War III – Medvedev 
– US  reveals details of high-profile US-Russia talks

Dubai: A “projectile” has hit a tank-
er carrying gas oil off the coast of 
Oman, the Singapore-based shipping 
company that operates the vessel said 
Wednesday. The Pacific Zircon was 
“hit by a projectile approximately 150 
miles off the coast of Oman ... on 15 
November,” the Eastern Pacific Ship-
ping company said in a statement, 
adding that there were no reports of 

casualties or any leakage of the cargo. 
“There is some minor damage to the 
vessel’s hull but no spillage of cargo 
or water ingress,” it said. The Bah-
rain-based United States Fifth Fleet 
said it was “aware of the incident”.
UK Maritime Trade Operations, a 
British monitor, also said it knew of 
the incident. It was not immediately 
clear who launched the projectile. 

Heightened tensions between arch 
foes Washington and Tehran in re-
cent years have involved attacks on 
tankers in Gulf waters that are vital to 
world fuel supplies. The area has also 
seen naval incidents between the two 
countries, including in August, when 
Washington said it prevented an Ira-
nian ship from capturing a US mari-
time drone in the Gulf. (APP)

Sharm el Sheikh: Moscow’s revenues 
from fossil fuel exports fell in October 
to their lowest levels since the Ukraine 
invasion, but Turkey has become a 
new route for Russian oil supplies to 
the EU, a think tank said Wednesday. 
Russia collected an estimated 21 bil-
lion euros ($21.7 billion) in fossil fuel 
exports last month, a seven percent 
drop from September, according to the 
Finland-based Centre for Research on 
Energy and Clean Air (CREA). “Would 
that be possible if Russians did not 
have access to finance? Everybody can 
understand, ‘no’,” said Oleg Usten-
ko, economic adviser to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky. “It is 
ridiculous that they are still receiving 

almost 700 million (euros) a day from 
their fossil fuels,” he added, speaking 
by video link during a presentation of 
the report at COP27 in Egypt. Revenue 
from exports to the European Union 
fell by 14 percent to 7.5 billion euros, 
below pre-war levels. The EU will ban 
most imports of Russian crude oil next 
month. Refined oil products from Rus-
sia will be prohibited from February. 
The 27-nation bloc has also placed an 
embargo on Russia coal. While it has 
not banned natural gas imports from 
Russia, Moscow has slashed supplies 
to the EU. “A new route for Russian oil 
to the EU is emerging through Turki-
ye, a growing destination for Russian 
crude oil,” CREA said, referring to Tur-

key. Ankara has increased imports of 
Russian crude since the Ukraine inva-
sion started in late February, the think 
tank said. The oil is then processed 
in Turkey, whose exports of refined 
oil products to the EU and the United 
States jumped by 85 percent in Sep-
tember-October compared to the Ju-
ly-August period, CREA said. “Turkish 
refiners are therefore providing an out-
let for Russia’s oil exports, by refining 
products for markets that are either 
not willing to import Russian crude 
oil directly or don’t have the refining 
capacity to process it,” it said. “As the 
EU bans crude oil imports from Russia 
on 5 December, this loophole could be-
come important,” CREA added. (APP)

Iran releases Greek tankers seized in May

US judge throws out policy used  
to block migrant entry

UNICEF launches world’s first child-focused 
climate risk financing initiative

‘Projectile’ hits tanker off Oman coast: shipping company

Turkey becomes new route for Russian oil to EU: think tank
ATHENS: Iran has released two 
Greek-flagged tankers that it seized 
in the Gulf in May, the Greek shipping 
ministry said on Wednesday, ending 
a months-long diplomatic impasse 
which has strained relations between 
Athens and Tehran. Iran detained the 
tankers in response to the confisca-
tion of oil by the United States from an 
Iranian-flagged tanker off the Greek 
coast, fuelling bilateral tensions amid 
a broader deterioration in relations 
between Iran and the West. “The final 
agreement was reached today in Teh-
ran,” the ministry said in a statement, 
confirming an earlier Reuters report 
of a deal. Ship tracking data showed 
the vessels, Delta Poseidon and Pru-
dent Warrior, were underway from 

Iran. Delta Tankers confirmed in a 
statement that its vessel was released 
on Wednesday and said the tanker 
was sailing to the United Arab Emir-
ates port of Fujairah for inspections 
before returning to Greece, its orig-
inal destination. “This is very good 
news and we are grateful to all those 
involved with securing this release. 
The crew are well and pleased to be 
on their way after many months,” the 
company said. The Prudent Warrior’s 
destination was listed as the United 
Arab Emirates port of Khor Fakkan, 
according to Eikon data. Polembros 
shipping, which manages the vessel, 
has said that 17 out of 24 Greek and 
Filipino crew members have been re-
placed. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: A federal judge 
ruled Tuesday that the US govern-
ment could not use so-called Title 42 
Covid-19 controls to block the entry of 
asylum-seeking migrants. Judge Em-
met Sullivan said Title 42, which has 
been used to expel hundreds of thou-
sands of border crossers since March 
2020, was an “arbitrary and capri-
cious” policy that violated government 
procedures. The ruling leaves the gov-
ernment with few tools to block the 
entry of migrants at the southern bor-
der with Mexico, most of whom ask 
for asylum. More than 200,000 have 
been interdicted each month this year, 
with many if not most being rebuffed 
by the rule. Sullivan also ordered that 
the government could not seek a stay 
on his ruling to block its implementa-
tion, meaning authorities will have to 
appeal it to a higher court if they want 
it to stay in place. The ruling was on 
a lawsuit brought in January by the 

American Civil Liberties Union, which 
accuse the Department of Homeland 
Security and Border Patrol of “sum-
mary expulsion” of vulnerable families 
seeking asylum who showed no signs 
of Covid infection. “This is a huge 
victory and one that literally has life-
and-death stakes,” said ACLU attor-
ney Lee Gelernt, who led the lawsuit. 
“We have said all along that using Title 
42 against asylum seekers was inhu-
mane and driven purely by politics. 
Hopefully this ruling will end this hor-
rific policy once and for all,” he said 
in a statement. The ruling came six 
months after a Louisiana judge ruled 
in a separate suit that the adminis-
tration of President Joe Biden, which 
inherited the Title 42 policy from his 
predecessor Donald Trump, could not 
drop the policy. The judge in that case 
said ending the use of the Title 42 rule 
would violate official government pro-
cedures. (APP)

NEW YORK: The United Na-
tions’ Children’s Fund, UNICEF, 
on Wednesday launched a new 
child-focused initiative designed 
to increase countries’ disaster pre-
paredness and better cope with fu-
ture climate calamities. “We know 
more climate disasters are in the 
making. We just do not know where 
or when they will hit”, Karin Hul-
shof, UNICEF Deputy Executive 
Director for Partnerships, said. The 
‘Today and Tomorrow’ initiative, for 
the first time, combines funding for 
immediate resilience and risk pre-
vention programmes for children 
today, with risk transfer finance 
provided by the insurance market 
to help cope with future cyclones. 
“The risks of climate change are no 
longer hypothetical. They are here. 
And even while we work to build 
communities’ resilience against cli-
mate disasters, we have to become 
much better in pre-empting risks for 
our children”, she added. Youth are 
a critically vulnerable population 
who are among the most affected by 
extreme weather events, UNICEF 
said. Last year, UNICEF’s Children’s 

Climate Risk Index estimated that 
400 million children are currently at 
high exposure to cyclones. During 
the initial three-year pilot, the ini-
tiative will focus on Bangladesh, 
Comoros, Haiti, Fiji, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Solomon Islands, and 
Vanuatu. To move forward, UNICEF 
is raising $30 million for the proj-
ect and calling for additional pri-
vate and public partners to join the 
agency in closing the intensifying 
humanitarian financing gap for di-
saster protection for children and 
youth. Although extreme weather 
damage perpetuates and deepens 
inequality and poverty across gener-
ations, existing risk transfer mecha-
nisms do not meet the specific needs 
of hundreds of millions of children 
and youth. ‘Today and Tomorrow 
‘is the first pre-arranged and event-
based climate disaster risk financing 
mechanism that specifically targets 
the “child protection gap”, with full 
support for the future, as secured by 
the governments of Germany and 
the United Kingdom under the new-
ly launched G7-V20 Global Shield 
against Climate Risks. (APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 225.4 227.65

China Yuan 31.44 31.69

Japanese Yen 1.55 1.6

Saudi Riyal 62.5 63.1

U.A.E Dirham 64.4 65

UK Pound 276.3 279

Euro 242.5 245

Australian Dollar 150.18 151.43

Canadian Dollar 166.79 168.14

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
146900 

Rs. 
134657 

Rs. 
128538 

Rs. 
110175

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
126000 

Rs. 
115499 

Rs. 
110250 

Rs.  
94500

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12600 

Rs.  
11550 

Rs.  
11025 

Rs.  
9450

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
357200 

Rs. 
327431 

Rs. 
312550 

Rs. 
267900

CM inaugurates development projects in Bajaur

Pakistan’s first energy booster juice of fresh fruits launched to improve immunity

CM condemns loss of policemen in Lakki attack

Cold weather continues to loom in most KP

USAID KPRM hands over 30KW solar energy 
system to KPRA

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood Khan on 
Wednesday inaugurated 18 develop-
ment projects worth billions of ru-
pees that include construction and 
upgradation of schools and roads 
network in Bajaur district and to fa-
cilitate local population. During his 
visit, he  laid the foundation stone 
of construction of 52.5 kms of link 
roads at six different places. To pro-
vide best education facilities to the 
youth of the areas and on demand 
of the local people, Mahmood Khan 
also inaugurated 12 primary schools 

in Bajaur district, besides  up-gra-
dation of six primary schools, 17 
middle schools and 17 high schools. 
Chief Minister while speaking on 

the occasion said that steps were 
being taken on emergency basis to 
provide quality educational oppor-
tunities in merged districts. He also  
inaugurated the newly constructed 
hockey turf, football ground and 
hostel at Sports Complex Khar. 
Later, he also inaugurated the Ma-
mond Sports Stadium. He said”KP 
government top priority is to ensure  
healthy environment  to youth and 
providing them best sporting facili-
ties.” Chief Minister also inaugurat-
ed  Rescue 1122 building at Bajaur 
Nawagai. (APP)

PESHAWAR, Nov 16 (APP):Iftekhar 
Ahmed and Company, one of Paki-
stan’s leading exporter of fresh fruits 
and value-added products, has an-
nounced launching of country’s first 
instant energy booster juice prepared 
from pure pulp of apple, beetroot 
and carrot to make human immune 
strong by providing rich nutrition 
along with the elimination of toxins 
from the body.  “The energy drink has 
been introduced under the brand of 
`Fruit Nation’ with title ̀ ABC Juice’ to 
promote health and nutrition by pro-
viding premium quality juices, nec-
tar, fruit drinks and food products,” 
Waheed Ahmed, Director Iftekhar 
Ahmad & Company (IAC) informed 

here Wednesday.  Talking to APP, 
Waheed Ahmad who is also patron in 
chief of Pakistan Fruits and Vegetable 
Importers and Exporters Association 
(PFVA), said that IAC is among the 
200 companies in the world that has 
supply of fresh fruits and vegetables 
from its own gardens, state of the 
art processing, facility and food and 
beverages consumer products.  “The 
IAC has been in the business for 62 
years and made an investment of US 
dollar 10 million to export  company’s 
brands to more than 25 countries be-
sides manufacturing and exporting 
mango pulp, apple concentrate and 
other fruit pulp,” Waheed apprised 
APP.  He said that some specific juic-

es and nectars introduced under the 
Fruit Nation brand were free from 
sugar and artificial food colors, while 
natural food colors had been used in 
other juices, nectars and fruit drinks.  
All juices, nectars and fruit drinks are 
made from natural sweeteners and 
locally grown fruit pulp and no pre-
servatives are used to ensure health 
of the consumers. All the flavors are 
developed as a result of intensive 
research on taste and quality in the 
company’s own state-of-the-art R&D 
laboratory. Waheed Ahmed said that 
in the next four years, Fruit Nation 
would be among the top five brands 
in the country and was enthusiastical-
ly working to achieve this goal. (APP)

U.S. Government and Shaheed Benazir Bhutto 
Women University Renew Lincoln Corner to 

Celebrate International Education and Global 
Entrepreneurship Week 

PESHAWAR: U.S. Mission to Paki-
stan Minister Counselor for Public 
Diplomacy William Ostick travelled to 
Peshawar to kick-off International Ed-
ucation and Global Entrepreneurship 
Week. During a capstone event for In-
ternational Education Week, Minister 
Counselor Ostick signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the Vice 
Chancellor of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto 
Women University Dr. Safia Ahmed 
to renew the partnership for the Elea-
nor Roosevelt Corner Peshawar.  This 
Corner is one of 18 American Spaces 
in Pakistan, providing platforms to Pa-
kistani students to explore American 
study resources and connect with U.S. 
experts.

During the ceremony, Minister Coun-
selor Ostick stated, “As we celebrate 
International Education Week, I am 
honored to be here renewing our 
Memorandum of Understanding to 
continue the Eleanor Roosevelt Cor-
ner Peshawar for an additional three 
years.  Women’s education is vital for 
the future of Pakistan, and institutions 
like this one are incredibly important 
in achieving our shared goals of pro-
viding life-changing education to Pa-
kistani women.  This year marks our 
75th anniversary of U.S.-Pakistan bi-
lateral relations, and educational ties 
have always been a cornerstone of our 
relationship.”
On November 15, Minister Counsel-
or Ostick also met with Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa’s Minister of Labour and 
Culture Shaukat Ali Yousafzai to dis-
cuss U.S.-Pakistan cooperation to pre-
serve Pakistan’s rich cultural heritage.
Celebrating Global Entrepreneurship 
Week, Minister Counselor Ostick vis-
ited the Institute of Management Sci-
ences (IM Sciences) to inaugurate a 
“Creators’ Studio” at the Lincoln Cor-

ner located in the central library.
The fully equipped state-of-the-art stu-
dio will help students and tech entre-
preneurs to explore audio visual tech-
nology, learn digital skills, and develop 
content. 

Further highlighting entrepreneurship 
activities in the province, the Minister 
Counselor also visited the National 
Incubation Center in Peshawar to in-
augurate a three-day hackathon titled 
ClimACT, along with the Project Di-
rector Asim Ishaq Khan.

ClimACT is funded by a U.S. Mission 
alumni small grant to find innovative 
solutions for the climate crisis and 
related challenges in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.  Under the grant, National 
Incubation Center mentors will train a 
group of startups to refine their busi-
ness ideas to address the climate crisis.  
The grant will contribute to the new 
U.S.-Pakistan Green Alliance, which 
will support Pakistan as it strength-
ens climate resilience, pursues energy 
transformation, and fosters inclusive 
economic growth. For the past 22 
years, the U.S. Department of State 
and the U.S. Department of Education 
have celebrated International Educa-
tion Week every November to promote 
the benefits of international education 
and exchange programs.  The same 
week in November also marks Global 
Entrepreneurship Week which spot-
lights thriving entrepreneurial ecosys-
tems across the globe. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood Khan 
on Wednesday strongly condemned 
the attack on a police mobile van 
that resulted in martyrdom of six 
policemen in Lakki Marwat dis-
trict and sought a report from the 
Inspector General of Police (IGP), 
Muazzam Jah Ansari in that regard. 
In his condemnation message, the 
Chief Minister said it was a tragic 
and condemnable incident in which 
“our six policemen were martyred”. 
Mahmood Khan said the KP police 
had rendered matchless sacrific-

es for the cause of the nation and 
such cowardice attacks “will not 
deter their resolve to fight the men-
ace of terrorism on our soil”. The 
Chief Minister also prayed for eter-
nal peace to the departed souls and 
courage for the bereaved families to 
bear the irreparable loss with forti-
tude. It merits a mention here that 
six police officials were martyred 
when their vehicle was attacked 
by terrorists in Lachai Jangal near 
Wanda Shopkhel in Kurram Par 
Landeva area in Lakki Marwat dis-
trict on Wednesday morning. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Wednes-
day predicted that mainly cold and dry 
weather was expected in most districts 
of the province, while very cold in the 
hilly areas during the next 24 hours. It 
said that shallow fog in isolated places 
is likely to occur over Swabi, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Charsadda, Peshawar and 
D.I Khan districts during late night 
and morning hours. Shallow fog is 
also likely to occur over Peshawar to 
Swabi Motorway and national high-
ways. During the last 24 hours, cold 
and partly cloudy weather occurred 

over most districts of the province, 
however light rain occurred in Bajaur 
and Khyber districts. The maximum 
and minimum temperatures record-
ed at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar City 
23/07 , Chitral 16/01, Timergara 20/07, 
Dir 17/03,  Mirkhani 19/02, Kalam 09/-
4, Drosh 14/02, Saidu Sharif 18/07, 
Pattan 20/07, Malam Jabba 08/00, 
Takht Bhai 23/07, Kakul 14/03, Balakot 
17/06, Parachinar 16/03, Bannu 25/08 , 
Cherat 12/04 and D.I. Khan 26/11. The 
lowest temperature recorded in the 
province was -04°C in Kalam. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The USAID-funded 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Mo-
bilization Activity on Wednesday 
handed over 30 Kilowatts Solar en-
ergy system to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Revenue Authority (KPRA) to over-
come its power outages issues in 
its South Region Office. A proper 
handover ceremony was held at the 
KPRA head office on Wednesday in 
which the USAID-KPRM Chief of 
Party, Temur Aziz handed over the 
system to KPRA Director Adminis-
tration and HR Mr. Aftab Ali Ghazi.
The 30 Kilowatts solar energy sys-
tem has been installed at the KPRA’s 
regional office located in Bannu with 
the financial and technical assis-
tance of USAID-KPRM. Speaking at 
the occasion, KPRA Director Admin-
istration and HR Mr. Aftab Ali Ghazi 
thanked USAID KPRM for assisting 

KPRA in overcoming power issue of 
the KPRA’s South Region.
 “We needed the solar energy system 
for our regional office Bannu for un-
interrupted power supply during of-
fice hours.” “The system will not only 
be helpful in overcoming of power is-
sue in our regional office Bannu but 
will also help KPRA in facilitating the 
taxpayers who visit the office,” Mr. 
Aftab said adding”They are thankful 
to USAID KPRM for handing over 
the Solar Energy System to them.” 
USAID-KPRM Chief of Party in his 
statement said”They are committed 
to assist KPRA in overcoming their 
issues to facilitate the taxpayers.” 
“KPRM has been working with the 
KPRA for taxpayers’ facilitation and 
for tax acculturation in the prov-
ince,” he said  “They will continue to 
support KPRA,” he added. (APP)

Two die, four injured in trucks collision

Explanation sought from UET Prof. over social 
media criticism on Minister HED

PESHAWAR, Nov 16 (APP):At least 
two people were killed and four others 
injured when two trucks collided head 
on near Zangali police station in Matani 
area here on Wednesday. Police said the 
road mishap occurred on main Kohat 
Road where two trucks collided head 
on as one of the trucks was overtaking 

another vehicle near Zangali police sta-
tion. Police said two people whose iden-
tity could not be ascertained were killed 
on the scene while four others injured. 
The disaster team and three ambulanc-
es of Rescue 1122 reached the scene 
and shifted the dead and injured to City 
Hospital Kohat Road. (APP)

PESHAWAR: University of Engineer-
ing and Technology (UET) Peshawar 
on Wednesday served second expla-
nation notice to Associate Professor 
Dr Sajjad Wali Khan (BPS-20) De-
partment of Civil Engineering over 
alleged taunting remarks on Twitter 
against Minister for Higher Educa-
tion Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Kamran 
Khan Bangash. The letter issued here 
said that the remarks of the professor 
were defamatory against the Minister 

who was also the Pro-VC of the uni-
versity. Despite denial of the professor 
about his defamatory remarks against 
the Minister, the UET Establishment 
asked the professor to re-submit his 
reply within seven days of the notice. 
It is to mention here that the Associ-
ate Professor allegedly tweeted to KP 
Minister that, “Your attention is more 
towards establishment of new uni-
versity for political gains rather than 
quality of education. (APP)

Nasreen urges maximum registration of women voters
PESHAWAR: Leader of Jamiat Ulema 
e Islam (JUI) Nasreen has said that 
shortcomings in registration of wom-
en voters was a matter of concern 
and urged upon the NADRA to play 
role in issuance of CNIC to the wom-
en. She was addressing a seminar at 
Yusufabad held under the aegis of 
Association for Creation of Employ-
ment here. The seminar beside others 
was also attended by officials from 
the Election Commission, Education 
Committee and local voters including 
women. Nasreen said women face 

various problems during applying 
for a CNIC and that was why most 
of the women voters could not reg-
ister themselves as a voter. She said 
the maximum registration of women 
voters would further expand the po-
litical sphere of our society. She said 
the NADRA office has agreed to offer 
a mobile van for provision of CNIC 
to the women and their registrations 
as voters so that they could also add 
their important share in political pro-
cess and country’s development as 
well. (APP)

3rd Phase of Narcotics Free Peshawar campaign to 
begin next year

PESHAWAR: Third phase of Nar-
cotics Free Peshawar campaign will 
begin from January 15, 2023. In a 
press release issued here on Wednes-
day, a spokesman of the Commis-
sion Peshawar Office told that the 
number of drug addicts admitted to 

rehabilitation centres in Peshawar 
had surpassed 1280 and the facilities 
have no more space for others. The 
spokesman has urged the people to 
contact the Control Room’s telephone 
No.091-9214029 for admission of 
drug addicts for rehabilitation. (APP)

IGP takes strict notice of police target killing in 
Lakki; pays visit to crime scene

PESHAWAR):Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mau-
zam Jah Insari on Wednesday took 
strong notice of target killing of six po-
lice officials in district Lakki Marwat 
and paid an emergency visit to crime 
scene. He paid tribute to bravery and 
dedication of martyred police officials 
and said that their sacrifices along with 
dedication to duty and bravery were 
an example for all police officials and 
officers to follow. The police chief paid 
salute to sacrifices of martyred police 

officials and assured that the culprits 
behind the heinous crime would be 
brought to justice. The sacrifices of 
the martyred would not go in vain, he 
asserted. The IGP said that such cow-
ardly act could not shake the resolve 
of KP police to wipe out extremism in 
all its forms and manifestations. He 
directed concerned police officials to 
arrest the culprits behind the crime, 
adding that war against terrorism and 
extremism would continue till elimina-
tion of last terrorist. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

-Your Source for Alternate News-
3Editorial & Opinion Thursday 17 November 2022

Consul General of China Zhao Shiren has said that four more 
corridors are being added to the Pakistan-China Economic 
Corridor. This development is the result of the recent visit of 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to China, where he attend-
ed the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of China. He 
termed the first visit of Shehbaz Sharif’s very constructive and 
successful, due to which four new corridors including digital, 
industry, green energy and health were added to the CPEC.
It was also decided that now the speed of CPEC projects will 
be accelerated. The Chinese Consul General said that he 
would not blame anyone for the delay of the CPEC project 
in the previous regime. Though the CPEC is in the interest of 
both Pakistan and China, however, Pakistan is more benefited 
from it. In this context, the Chinese Consul General empha-
sized on the Pakistanis that since they are the drivers in this 
project, they should work diligently to make these projects 
successful. China is ready to provide all assistance to these 
projects. Pakistan is also worth considering that it should be 
the commitment of every political party to keep Pakistan on 
the way of development and for this, all national political par-
ties should have the mission of successfully completing CPEC. 
The CPEC must be included in their election manifesto. It 
should be clear that some elements made nefarious attempts 
to end game-changer projects like CPEC for their political 
purposes, which caused irreparable damage to the country. 
However, the current government is taking keen interest in 
completion of these projects and that’s why China too added 
four new corridors.

CPEC: Four new corridors

Amid the sensation of late news 
about Russia-US secret talks in An-
kara on Monday by a private agency 
Kommersant, the UN General As-
sembly approved a resolution calling 
for Russia to be held accountable for 
violating international law by in-
vading Ukraine. The resolution has 
asked Russia to pay reparations for 
widespread damage to the country 
and Ukrainians killed and injured 
during the war. The vote in the 
193-member world body was 94-14 
with 73 abstentions. It was close to 
the lowest level of support received 
by any of the five Ukraine-related 
resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly since Russia’s February 
24 invasion of its smaller neigh-
bour. The resolution recognises the 
need to establish “an international 
mechanism for reparation for dam-
age, loss or injury” arising from 
Russia’s “wrongful acts” against 
Ukraine. It recommends that the 
assembly’s member nations, in co-
operation with Ukraine, create “an 
international register” to document 
claims and information on damage, 
loss or injury to Ukrainians and the 
government caused by Russia. Be-
fore the vote, Ukraine’s Ambassa-
dor to the UN Sergiy Kyslytsya told 
the assembly that “Russia has tried 
its best to destroy Ukraine in a very 
literal sense.” Russia’s bombing and 
shelling of cities and villages, “tar-
geting everything from plants and 
factories to residential buildings, 
schools, hospitals and kindergar-
tens” as well as roads, bridges, rail-
ways and almost half of Ukraine’s 
power grid and utilities in the last 
month alone. He also cited accounts 
of atrocities committed by Russians 
in the territory it occupied. Russia’s 
Ambassador to UN Vassily Nebenzia 
urged assembly members to vote 
against the resolution, calling it “an 
attempt to legalise something that 
from the view of existing interna-
tional law cannot be legalised. It is 
“legally null and void.” He accused 
the West of “doing everything it can 
to provide a veneer of legitimacy” 
to start spending frozen or actually 
“stolen Russian assets amounting 
to billions of dollars.” The West is 
seeking a General Assembly deci-

sion “as a screen to hide this open 
robbery” whose “beneficiaries will 
end up being the Western military 
corporations.” The UNGA decision 
is not unexpected. The US bloc is 
the largest in the UN General As-
sembly, and certainly powerful too. 
It includes the NATO and EU mem-
bers and some of their non-member 
strategic partners. Might is always 
right even if irrational. The glob-
al power dynamics are run by the 
largest bloc within the US political 
arena with the support of like-mind-
ed from some other mighty nations. 
All the war merchants. The Ukraine 
war is the result of the malicious 
fiddling the US bloc war merchants 
had in the Black Sea for more than a 
decade. Falsely dreams have ruined 
the prosperous realities in Ukraine. 
The nations have to pay the heavy 
cost of their leaders’ lust and un-
wise geopolitical decisions. Ukraine 
and the entire world are suffering 
from the comedian-actor’s lust and 
lack of political wisdom that finally 
opened the doors to devastation in 
Ukraine. The war merchants shall 
be celebrating the UNGA resolution, 
and preparing their plans to eat up 
the frozen Russian assets amounting 
to billions of dollars. It cost the US 
less than $20 billion in military ship-
ments to Ukraine since August 2021 
– just after the hasty withdrawal of 
their troops from Afghanistan. NA-
TO’s accumulated military aid has 
similar statistics. Over the past six 
months, the EU has provided over €3 
billion to Ukraine through the EPF 
for arms and equipment, signalling 
a more muscular EU foreign policy 
featuring the unprecedented pro-
vision of direct military assistance. 
In addition to a separate €1.2 bil-
lion loan, for a total of €4.2 billion. 
European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen announced in 
early October this year that the EU 
is set to provide Ukraine with up to 
€18 billion in financial assistance 
throughout 2023 to cover the basic 
budgetary needs of the war-torn 
country. Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said earlier that 
his country will need around $55 
billion to sustain next year’s budget 
deficit and repair damaged infra-

structure.  The UNGA resolution is 
likely to increase tension and insta-
bility in the entire world. Already a 
consistently increasing trust deficit 
in the UN system that is only based 
on head counts, not logical and ra-
tional arguments. Sixteen countries 
and the Palestinians echoed Russia, 
saying in a joint statement that the 
resolution didn’t have “sufficient le-
gal basis.” Its signatories, including 
China, Iran, Angola and Venezuela, 
said countries suffering from for-
eign interference, colonialism, slav-
ery, oppression, unilateral sanctions 
“and other internationally wrongful 
acts, also deserve the right to rem-
edy, reparation and justice, which 
should be addressed through sound 
legal processes.” Russia’s veto 
power in the 15-member Security 
Council has blocked the UN’s most 
powerful body from taking any ac-
tion since President Vladimir Putin 
ordered the “Special Military Opera-
tion.” But there are no vetoes in the 
General Assembly, which previously 
adopted four resolutions criticising 
Russia’s “invasion.” Unlike the UN 
Security Council resolutions, Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions are not 
legally binding, but they do reflect 
world opinion and have demon-
strated widespread opposition to 
Russia’s military action. On the 
other hand, to further enhance the 
Ukrainian agenda in Europe amid 
Europeans’ growing fatigue with 
the armed conflict in Ukraine, Kyiv 
is said to be preparing for another 
cynical provocation against Russia. 
An informed source has reported 
that Kyiv is to dig up cemeteries and 
pass off the people buried there as 
“victims of Russian aggression” to 
discredit Russia globally. Reportedly, 
the Kyiv authorities have exhumed 
bodies from the local cemetery in 
Izyum in the Kharkiv region, which 
had spontaneously emerged during 
the spring hostilities near the town. 
Russia has also repeatedly blamed 
Ukraine for not taking back the re-
mains of AFU servicemen. Strange 
and stingy state of affairs to have 
more aid and sympathies.

Courtesy Daily Times
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Ukraine War Reparations
— By Munir Ahmed

Imran Khan wants to nominate 
high-profile figures — the Prime 
Minister, the Interior Minister and 
the DG-C — in the FIR of the at-
tempt on his life in Wazirabad. This 
has triggered an emotive debate on 
the issue wherein legal aspects are 
being ignored completely. As a mat-
ter of fact, a pure professional issue 
has been turned into political con-
troversy, as a result of which an FIR 
of the incident could not be regis-
tered at all for four days. It is not out 
of place to mention that under Sec-
tion 154 CrPC 1898 “every informa-
tion relating to the commission of a 
cognizable offence, if given orally to 
an officer-in-charge of a police sta-
tion, shall be reduced to writing by 
him or under his direction and be 
read over to the informant: and ev-
ery such information, whether giv-
en in writing or reduced to writing 
as aforesaid, shall be signed by the 
person giving it, and the substance 
thereof shall be entered in a book 
to be kept by such officer in such 
form as the Provincial Government 
may prescribe in this behalf.” The 
superior courts have held that FIR is 
not a substantive piece of evidence 
and can only be used to corroborate 
or contradict its maker, but at the 
same time its importance cannot 
be ignored because it depicts the 
initial version set up by the prosecu-
tion as also reported in 2003 PCrLJ 
1778 and PLJ 2003 CrC (Qta) 1029 
(DB). Under the above mentioned 
provision of law and judgment of 
superior courts, an officer in charge 
of a police station is bound to reg-
ister a cognizable offence instantly 
without hedge and haw. The officer 
in charge and the whole hierarchy 
by ignoring, refusing or delaying 
to register an FIR of the bid to as-
sassinate Imran Khan had not only 
committed criminal negligence but 
also ceased to act efficient — a mis-
conduct under the Efficiency and 
Discipline Rules, therefore liable 
to be proceeded upon. The FIR, an 
important piece of investigation, 
sets the whole machinery of crim-
inal justice into motion. However, 
in that high-profile case, where a 
former PM had been attacked, and 
where one person was killed and 

several others injured, the system 
remained at a halt. A complainant 
has a legal right to charge any per-
son at the initial stage of the report, 
as nobody is above the law or en-
joys immunity from being charged 
in an FIR. The Supreme Court has, 
in numerous cases, declared this to 
be the right of the complainant. It is 
not known under what authority of 
law, the police in Wazirabad (Punjab 
Police) was reluctant to file Imran 
Khan’s report. Though a sub-inspec-
tor has registered an FIR on his own, 
the investigating officer is under an 
obligation to record the statements 
of the legal heirs of the deceased, 
injured persons and others present 
on the scene. The investigator can-
not refuse to record the statement 
of Imran Khan and others, while 
charging any person over the crime. 
Substantial material evidence has 
to be brought on file to connect the 
planners with the offence. The deni-
al of the FIR has once again brought 
to the fore the negation of the rule 
of law in the country. However, one 
can see a silver lining emerging in 
the wake of this incident, as there 
exists a strong political will for en-
forcement of citizens’ rights. And 
this will of the people is the real 
strength of a political system. In de-
veloped democracies, political lead-
ers are cautious even in their private 
lives and abide by the law for fear of 
public backlash in case of violation. 
A case in point is the resignation 
of British PM Boris Johnson under 
public pressure for allowing a par-
ty at 10 Downing Street in violation 
of Covid rules. In contrast, the issue 
of Imran Khan’s FIR has had an ef-
fect not only on the whole political 
system but also the psyche of the 
nation. Imran Khan has vowed to 
continue his fight for “real freedom” 
until his last breath as thousands of 
his supporters joined the PTI’s long 
march on Islamabad, demanding 
snap elections. The government, 
on the other hand, is utilising all 
resources to frustrate the protest 
march. The situation threatens to 
add to the political chaos to the ex-
tent of breakdown.

Courtesy The Express Tribune

Politics of FIR and rule of law
— By Dr Syed Akhtar Ali Shah 

Rot at the top
Despite the loud and clear verdict of 
the Supreme Court that the non-pay-
ment of salaries is a violation of the 
constitution, this practice is still quite 
prevalent in the civil service. It is of-
ten the law-abiding and hardworking 

officers who are targeted by arro-
gant superiors who pay no heed to 
any laws or guidelines whatsoever. 
Is there anyone willing to take action 
against these rotten, self-anointed 
Pharaohs plaguing our civil service? 
If no action is taken against them 

their lack of regard for laws and rules 
will only grow, leading to more mis-
conduct. Eventually, this may lead our 
civil service into ruin.

Hashim Abro
- Islamabad.

Letter to the Editor

Taking a step back is not always a 
step in the backward direction but 
sometimes it can be a step in the 
right direction. A step in the right 
direction does not always mean a 
step in the forward direction. Given 
the conditions and circumstances, a 
backward step could be a life-sav-
ing step– a positive step and a step 
in the right direction. For example, 
a person moving towards a destina-
tion is about to be hit by a car on 
the road but suddenly he realizes 
the situation, analyzes the threat 
and takes a step or two back, and 
saves his life. He might have taken 
backward steps but only to save 
his life to move again. The same 
person could have miscalculated 
the gravity of the threat and con-
tinued moving and got hit by the 
car. He might have lost his life or 
could have damaged his chances 
of moving again on his feet toward 
the destination. This applies to all 
life events, circumstances, and sit-
uations. Every individual, group, 
or community wants to go after 
targets, achieve goals and succeed 
in life by taking the right steps. For 
them, the right step is a step for-
ward. In doing so, they forget the 
importance and need of stopping, 
taking a step back, and then start-
ing again. In our pursuit of goals 
and targets, we get so anxious and 

overcommitted that we forget the 
power of thinking and taking the 
right step at the right time. Paki-
stan is going through a severe in-
stability crisis for the previous six 
or seven months. And the crisis has 
only grown with time. The dilemma 
of all the stakeholders involved is 
that none of them is taking a step 
back and the worst part is that they 
are not thinking about it. This is 
when miscalculations happen and 
result in bigger losses. Amid as 
for the intensity and gravity of the 
matter, a stage was reached where 
it would have been considered a 
defeat for the side who would have 
acceded to the demand of others. 
Not taking into account the im-
portance and need of that decision 
for the state. The Long March, that 
was temporarily discontinued after 
the assassination attempt on Im-
ran Khan, began on November 10. 
Meanwhile, the time in between 
presented a small opportunity to all 
the stakeholders to find a solution 
to the current conundrum. It would 
have been a win-win situation for 
all as no one would have lost. Had 
the solution been sorted out, it 
would have given rise to a sigh of 
relief from the people of Pakistan. 
The current turmoil is far more se-
vere and tense than the earlier ones 
with a lot at stake for Pakistan and 

its people. The situation can get out 
of hand very quickly because PTI 
supporters are more agitated and 
charged than ever after the life-at-
tempt on Imran khan and the gov-
ernment is not willing to take a step 
back either. The solution to even 
the most difficult problems can be 
found on the table. But, for that, at 
least all the stakeholders need to sit 
and try to find a solution. The fun-
damental changes in any working 
system can be brought peacefully 
and efficiently by finding discrep-
ancies and analyzing them, explor-
ing the benefits of changes, and 
the agreement of all the parties in-
volved for the changes. It can only 
happen with the realization of the 
need for change. The question of 
modifications and amendments in 
the running of democracy in Paki-
stan can only be addressed if there 
is a realization among the stake-
holders that evolution and change 
are necessary. Unless that happens 
every attempt is bound to fail. And 
this transition should be peaceful 
as it does not require any violence. 
In fact, anarchy and violence can be 
prevented in the future if there is an 
agreement among the stakeholders 
for the changes.

Courtesy Pakistan Today

A step back
— By Muhammad Ali Alvi
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Sino-Pakistan to continue cooperation 
in disaster preparedness

FESCO issues shutdown program

Ghazi Ilm Din seminar to be held at DBA on Nov 19

Awareness session on 
‘Workplace Harassment’ 

held

EPA to hold public hearing on Bhara Kahu bypass project

Tareen, Guliyev discuss areas of mutual cooperation
at IDEAS 2022 sidelines

BEIJING: China Meteorological Ad-
ministration (CMA) will continue to 
cooperate with Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD) on disaster pre-
paredness, providing flood prevention 
suggestions, said a source from CMA. 
Gao Ge, meteorological disaster risk 
management expert from CMA, is a 
member of the Chinese government’s 
expert team sent to Pakistan to conduct 
post-disaster assessment from October 
11 to 21. Together with other experts, 
the experienced expert provided ref-
erence for grasping the extremity of 
precipitation and also carried out com-
prehensive judgment of major rainfall 
processes in monsoon rainy season 
and analysis of rainfall in the process, 
and provided science-based reference 
for diagnosing flood causes and de-
gree, China Economic Net (CEN) re-
ported. The expert team has conduct-
ed consultations with departments in 
Pakistan including the National Disas-
ter Management Authority (NDMA). 
The expert team travelled to Sindh, 
the most affected area in Pakistan, to 
conduct detailed research. With coun-
terparts of Pakistan, the expert team 
has exchanged views in post-disaster 
reconstruction and flood control and 
disaster mitigation and proposed sug-
gestions on disaster-hit region recon-
struction in the near term and medium 
and long term to ramp up flood control 
and disaster reduction capacity. Since 
mid-June 2022, Pakistan has been 

drenched by extreme monsoon rains 
that have led to the country’s worst 
flooding in a decade. From October 
11 to 21, a Chinese government ex-
pert team organized by the Ministry of 
Emergency Response visited Pakistan 
to conduct post-disaster assessment 
after flooding.The expert team is com-
prised of 11 experts from agencies of 
meteorology, hydrology, disaster relief, 
disaster condition assessment, flood 
prevention and control, etc. The ex-
pert team has done research and car-
ried out in-depth exchanges to assist 
flood control. As per CMA, it has been 
paying close attention to the monsoon 
floods in Pakistan since June and col-
laborating with PMD in meteorologi-
cal satellite monitoring (in particular 
FY-3 and FY-4 satellites) and remote 
sensing for flood monitoring and 
analysis, meteorological information 
application, weather forecast, etc. On 
CMA’s World Meteorological Centre 
Beijing website, PMD’s user account 
is tailored with global model products 
in real time for reference, assisting the 
weather service for disaster response. 
Besides, the CMA Cast system in Pa-
kistan has been upgraded with new 
equipment and up-to-date application 
platforms. “CMA will further reinforce 
cooperation with PMD and conduct 
technical exchanges to jointly build up 
the capacity of disaster preparedness 
and response to climate change,” said 
CMA. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad Electric 
Supply Company (FESCO) issued 
shutdown program for Thursday due 
to necessary repair, maintenance 
and expansion of electricity lines.Ac-
cording to the program issued by the 
company here on Wednesday, power 
supply from Saeed Abad, new Jinnah 
Colony, Rasoolpura, Sadar Bazaar, 
Qaim Sain, Raja Chowk, Munir Abad, 
Iqbal Town, Ali Road, Ejaz Town and 
Qudrat Abad feeders linked with 132-
KV University grid station and Burj 
feeder attached with 132-KV Millat 
Road grid station will remain sus-
pended from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. while 
Jame Abad, Anayat Ali Shah, Bukha-
rian and Naushair feeders connected 
with 132-KV Bhowana grid station, 

AZ Apparel, K&M, Dhanola Indus-
trial, Sajjad Estate and new Dry Port 
feeders originating from 132-KV 
Millat Road grid station, Makkoa-
na feeder linked with 132-KV Scarp 
Colony grid station, Agri University, 
State Bank, Iqbal Stadium, Cardiol-
ogy-II and City feeders attached with 
132-KV University grid station will ob-
serve shutdown from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Thursday (November 17). Similar-
ly, electricity supply from all feeders 
connected with 132-KV First Treat 
grid station will remain suspended 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. whereas 
Khai and Kot Fazil feeders originating 
from 132-KV Garh Fateh grid station 
will observe load shedding from 9:30 
a.m. 1:30 p.m. on November 17. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Ghazi Ilm Din semi-
nar would be organized at District Bar 
Association (DBA) Faisalabad here on 
Saturday, November 19. DBA spokes-
man said here on Wednesday that DBA 
President Bilal Ashraf Basra Advocate 
would preside over the event that would 

commence at 11 a.m. while prominent 
religious scholar Justice (retd) Nazir 
Ahmad Ghazi would be the chief guest.  
President Lahore High Court Bar Asso-
ciation Akbar Ali Dogar will be guest of 
honor,whereas a large number of law-
yers would participate. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) 
will hold public hearing of the envi-
ronmental impact assessment (EIA) 
report for the project construction of 
Bhara Kahu Bypass intended to pro-
vide safe traffic and mobility to the 
residents of the Federal Capital. The 
Bypass would be constructed at Bhara 
Kahu on National Highway N-75 that 
links Islamabad, Satra Mile, Lower 
Topa, and Kohala which was 8.6 kilo-
meters (km) from zero point. The in-
tersection would commence near Jal-
ani Town, Bhara Kahu and end point 
was at near Qaziabad. The project 
would comprise of Bhara Kahu By-
pass Road of 4km length which will 
be a Grade Road meaning the mea-
surement of the road’s inclination and 
slope. It will also have a signage or 
drainage, two underpasses on Shah 
Dara Road and Kiani Road respective-
ly, and elevated highway with ramps, 
said the EIA Reported submitted at 
the Pak-EPA.The Capital Development 

Authority (CDA) is the project propo-
nent undertaking the initiative to con-
struct Bhara Kahu Bypass as part of 
its traffic improvement in the Federal 
Capital. The project has been planned 
to facilitate the commutters particular-
ly the local community of Bhara Kahu, 
nearby vicinity sectors and also travel-
lers heading from Islamabad to Mur-
ree by maintaining the regular flow of 
traffic to avoid traffic congestion and 
reduce environmental pollution by lim-
iting vehicular emissions in peak hours 
traffic stagnation. The EIA Report as 
per the Pakistan Environmental Pro-
tection Act (PEPA 1997) provisions is 
held as a mandatory instrument to be 
conducted before any development 
project is being launched in the Federal 
Capital’s territory. The Report provides 
a detailed information on the current 
environmental conditions, description 
of the project, analysis of the impacts 
and suggested mitigation measures to 
be implemented during the execution 
of the proposed project.  (APP)

KARACHI: Minister for Defence Pro-
duction, Muhammad Israr Tareen 
on Wednesday had a call-on meeting 
with the Minister of Defence Indus-
try of Azerbaijan Madat Guliyev on 
the sidelines of the International De-
fence Exhibition and Seminar (IDEAS 
2022) here and discussed areas of 
mutual cooperation. On arrival, the 
minister welcomed the dignitary in 
IDEAS 2022, said a news release 
here received. Tareen said Pakistan 
and Azerbaijan enjoyed cordial and 
brotherly relations. While mention-

ing deep-rooted mutual relations, the 
Minister reassured the visiting dig-
nitary of  Pakistan’s whole-hearted 
support to defend the sovereignty and 
defence of Azerbaijan. Federal Minis-
ter for Defence Production mentioned 
that there were areas of joint venture 
to enhance mutual cooperation in de-
fence production. Israr Tareen empha-
sized the importance of collaboration 
between the two countries. He offered 
to utilize the potential of Pakistan’s de-
fence industries to further strengthen 
defence ties. (APP)

MWMC launches grand 
cleanliness operation

Dengue awareness
drive directed

MULTAN: Multan Waste Manage-
ment Company (MWMC) on Wednes-
day carried out a grand cleanliness 
operation in walled city area and 
ensured exemplary cleanliness in all 
bazaars and streets of the historic city. 
A cleanliness operation was launched 
in Bohar Gate, Haram Gate, ,Kalay 
Mandi Bazar,Shah Gardez, Alang Lo-
hari Gate and Durkhananwala and 
Ansariwala towns and all garbage 
and debris have been removed. In 
addition to the concerned workers 
of walled city, the special cleanliness 
squad also participated in the  oper-
ation. The regular cleanliness opera-
tion was also underway at 68 union 
councils of the city. On the other 
hand, fog lights have been installed 
on the mechanical sweepers to avert 
any untoward incident due to fog in 
the early hours. Meanwhile, CEO 
MWMC Muhammad Farooq Dogar 
visited the walled city and inspected 
cleanliness in markets and streets 
and talked to citizens. He said the 
cleanliness of residential areas was 
among the priorities of the company 
as providing  healthy environment 
to the citizens was responsibility of 
the government. Mr Dogar said”City 
roads and highways were the beauty 
of the city and their cleanliness is also 
important because clean markets and 
roads create a good impression on the 
people coming from other cities. “ He 
stated”Separate workforce will be es-
tablished for residential and commer-
cial areas after recruitment of new 
workers.” The sector officers were 
also accompanied by the CEO. (APP)

SIALKOT: Assistant Commissioner 
Human Resource Isma Khalil direct-
ed officials of various departments to 
start a campaign to raise awareness 
among people regarding the dengue 
virus. She stated this while address-
ing a meeting of District Emergency 
Response Committee for Anti-Den-
gue on Wednesday. She said dengue 
surveillance should be enhanced and 
the environment and industries de-
partment should inspect factories and 
workshops besides reviewing mea-
sures to eliminate dengue. (APP)

SIALKOT: Women Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Sialkot (WCCIS) 
conducted an awareness session on 
‘Workplace Harassment’ in collabora-
tion with GIZ at Awan Sports Industries. 
The session was focused on making the 
labor workforce aware of their rights, 
laws, methods of submitting criminal 
complaint and all the matters related to 
the workplace harassment. Addressing 
the participants, Gender Trainer and 
Reintegration Advisor from GIZ Usa-
ma Faheem elaborated all these points 
in detail and conducted various activ-
ities. President WCCIS Mariam Nou-
man, Uzma Zaka, Executive Commit-
tee Members, Omaima Alvi, Secretary 
General, Rehana Kausar, Director Awan 
Sports, Shaheena Awan, Director Awan 
Sports and the labor force of Awan 
sports attended the session. (APP)

Recent floods cause Rs 1.383 bln damages to QESCO’s infrastructure
ISLAMABAD: The recent cata-
strophic floods have caused an es-
timated Rs 1.383 billion damages to 
the transmission network and infra-
structure of Quetta Electric Supply 
Company (QESCO).The said esti-
mated damages were based on the 
survey of affected areas, told official 
sources to APP here Wednesday.They 

said that power supply to approxi-
mately 95 per cent affected areas has 
already been been restored. Rehabil-
itation work of remaining area of 11 
kV Hanna Urak feeder, which was 
completely washed out, was partially 
restored and leftover work was un-
der process, they said. They said that 
Board of Directors (BoDs) of QESCO 

has also approved the estimate and 
was in process for request to the fed-
eral government for grant. They said 
QESCO has started rehabilitation of 
transmission and distribution Net-
work on war-footing. All material 
available in stock has been utilized 
for emergency rehabilitation works, 
they said. (APP)

Work on sewerage, expansion of 14 roads costing
Rs 550 mln begins

MUZAFFARGARH: The work on 
sewerage lines and expansion of 14 
roads, costing Rs 550 million, began 
in Dera Ghazi Khan city. MPA Hanif 
Patafi and Commissioner Liaquat Ali 
Chathha officially inaugurated the 
work by laying the foundation stone 
of Waqar Canteen Disposal here on 
Wednesday.  “The sewerage lines are 
replaced after 30 years,” said Hanif 
Pataf, adding Rs 140 million would be 
spent on the for that purpose, how-

ever, the remaining funds would be 
utilized on the expansion of roads.  
Commissioner Chathha remarked 
that solving sewerage problems was 
the main priority to facilitate the cit-
izens. It would also help in the early 
disposal of rainwater, he added. “All 
the schemes are being completed un-
der the Department of Public Health.” 
Director Development Rana Ubaid 
ur Rasheed and some other officers 
were also present. (APP)

Balochistan fisheries dept detains illegal trawler
QUETTA: The Jiwani patrolling team 
of the Fisheries department of Ba-
lochistan on Wednesday detained a 
trawler and arrested 17 people on sus-
picion of illegal fishing in the coastal 
belt of the province. While talking to 
the newsmen, Director General Fish-
eries Saifullah Khaitran said that strict 
action will be taken against those in 
violation of laws fishing in the coast-

al belt.  “As many as 17 people have 
been detained during the action of the 
fisheries department,” he said, adding 
that the patrolling team is working day 
and night within its scope to keep eye 
on the illegal fishing. Reiterating the 
government’s resolve against the ille-
gal trawlers, he said those involved in 
illegal fishing and in violation of laws 
would be taken to task. (APP)

Ayaz lauds WB for country’s socio-economic uplift
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq here 
on Wednesday appreciated the World 
Bank (WB) for its decades-long assis-
tance, which he said had played and 
would continue to play a vital role in the 
socio-economic uplift of Pakistan. The 
minister was talking to Regional Direc-
tor for the WB South Asia, Sustainable 
Development (SD), John A. Roome and 
Country Director WB, Najy Benhassine 
who called on him here. Ayaz Sadiq 
appreciated WB for being one of the 
major development partners that ex-
tended substantial financial support of 
US$ 31.1 billion to Pakistan since the 
1950s.  He also expressed gratitude to 

the World Bank for its flood relief assis-
tance to Pakistan. “We are well-support-
ed by the World Bank’s team.’’ said the 
Minister and highlighting that bank’s 
interventions cover all major sectors of 
the economy including infrastructure, 
agriculture, rural and urban develop-
ment, human capital, social service as 
well as economic growth. The minister 
said the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
has now changed its role from just a 
facilitator in the signing of agreements 
to ensuring monitoring and fund utiliza-
tion of projects in the most optimal way. 
He apprised the Regional Director that 
the Ministry was monitoring the proj-
ects. (Agencies)

Renovated Islamabad Museum to inaugurate tomorrow

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Prime Min-
ister for Political and Public Affairs 
and National Heritage and Culture, 
Engr Amir Muqam, will inaugurate 
renovated Islamabad Museum here on 
November 17. The inauguration will 
be followed by introductory briefing 
of organization while PM’s aide will 
also chair an important meeting at 
Department of Archeology and Muse-
um (DOAM), said a statement issued 
here. The Islamabad Museum is the 
entity of the Federal Department of 
Archaeology and Museums, National 
Heritage and Culture Division. The 
Museum was established in Septem-
ber, 2002. In the Museum, an effort 
has been made to delineate the saga of 
evolution of cultures and civilizations 
in Pakistan through display of arti-
facts, and works of arts. The Museum 
covers the history of Pakistan through 
the artifacts displayed in chronological 
order, incorporating one of the earliest 
man-made tool, dating back to 2 mil-
lion years, collected from Soan Valley, 
nine thousands years old objects from 
Mehrgarh (Balochistan), artifacts of 

world celebrated Indus valley civiliza-
tion and statutory of Gandhara Civi-
lization. The antiquity representing 
Kot Digi, Gandhara Grave Culture. 
Bhanbhore, Thatta and other regional 
cultures spell out the story of evolution 
of man. Other objects in interests are 
Astrolabe, Miniature Paintings Man-
uscripts and works of art of Mughal 
period, early Muslim pottery, Chinese 
ware and illustrations of historical 
monuments of Pakistan. The museum 
has gone through renovation to extend 
the splendid attractive and informative 
display. As many as 46 artifacts confis-
cated in the USA have been repatriat-
ed to Pakistan and are displayed in the 
museum. New artifacts from reserve 
collection of Islamabad museum have 
also been displayed in the museum. 
Recent renovation and extension of 
museum has made great impact on 
the visitors, researchers, students and 
heritage professional that are eagerly 
waiting for formal inauguration of the 
museum. This new extension of islam-
abad museum will open new vistas for 
cultural heritage visitors. (APP)

Filling stations’ owners 
warned against overcharging
D.I.KHAN: Assistant Commissioner 
Paroa Tehsil Kiramatullah on Wednes-
day paid a surprise visit to several fill-
ing stations to check prices and gauge 
for the provision of petroleum prod-
ucts to consumers. During the visit 
he also inspected availability of stock 
of petroleum products and warned 
owners of the filling stations that strict 
action would be taken against them if 
they were found involved in creating 
artificial crisis of petroleum products 
in the market. (APP)

Punjab’s biggest winter family festival to begin on Thursday
LAHORE: Senior Minister Mian Aslam 
Iqbal has said that Punjab’s biggest 
winter family festival is being held in 
Jilani Park after 15 years and its open-
ing will be held on Thursday (Nov 17). 
The festival will continue for a month 
while children, women and citizens 
will enjoy the  event which contains 
the best food courts and restaurants 
for the traditional cuisine of Lahore.
Aslam Iqbal said this while address-

ing a press conference regarding the 
winter family festival at Jilani Park on 
Wednesday. Commissioner Muham-
mad Amir Jan, CCPO Ghulam Mah-
mood Dogar and DG PHA Zeeshan 
Javed were also present. The senior 
minister said that 20 to 25 thousand 
people would participate in the festival 
daily and the number of participants 
may increase to one lakh on week-
ends. (APP)
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Pakistan needs updated maritime policy to promote untapped ‘blue economy’
ISLAMABAD: The country possessed 
immense potential in the blue econo-
my owing to its untapped marine and 
fisheries reserves which demanded 
the need for an updated maritime pol-
icy, and vision to cope with challeng-
es and promote the sector to expand 
and uplift the national economy. The 
experts made these remarks during a 
webinar titled “New Technology for 
Greener Shipping” organized here 
by the National Institute of Maritime 
Affairs (NIMA) following the launch-
ing ceremony of the special edition 
of “Economic Affairs” magazine on 
World Maritime Theme Day 2022.
Speaking on the occasion, Vice Admi-
ral (R) Abdul Aleem said Pakistan had 
unparallel resources in marine life, 
but unfortunately the country was lag-
ging behind developed countries due 
to a lack of technology, comprehen-
sive maritime policy and vision. “We 
have not given enough importance 
to the shipping industry as Pakistan 
had 70 ships five decades ago, that 
reduced to merely 13 ships in 2022 
which covers only ten per cent sea-
borne trade of the country,” he added. 

He said that Pakistan had over 1,000 
kilometres (km) long coastline which 
could attract thousands of tourists 
and become a tourism magnet of the 
region like the Maldives with shining 
gold-like sand dunes and unique coral 
reefs that were of exotic nature. Azhar 
Ahmad, Professor at Bahria Universi-
ty, said that the media should play its 
role to highlight the importance and 
challenges of the blue economy as Pa-
kistan had immense resources in the 
sector which were still untapped and 
demanding exploration. Highlighting 
the impediments of the blue econo-
my in Pakistan, he said sea blindness 
was a common phenomenon in devel-
oping nations including Pakistan as 
the sector had been neglected in the 
country due to land oriented mindset 
and understanding of the actual po-
tential. Former Ambassador Naghma-
na Hashmi said that China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) had a ma-
jor connection with Pakistani marine 
life as the country carried out 91% of 
its trade through the sea. Therefore, 
it was high time to hold conferences, 
media campaigns, road shows and 

academic activities to underscore the 
potential of the blue economy in the 
country. “Our interest in the maritime 
industry has reduced over the years 
due to strings of reason, but institutes 
like NIMA are playing an instrumen-
tal and remarkable role to revive one 
of the game changer agents of Paki-
stan’s economy,” she added. Chief 
Executive Officer, Engro Vopak Is-
mail Mahmud on the occasion briefed 
the forum that Engro terminals were 
working on the “Mangrove Ecosystem 
Restoration project” to conserve the 
lifesaving forests of the coasts around 
the delta area surrounding Port Qasim 
Karachi. On the community interven-
tion front, he said the Engro devel-
oped a sustainable coasts program in 
partnership with WWF-Pakistan and 
was actively engaging the local fisher-
men in the vicinity of its Terminal at 
Port Qasim. In 2021, there were about 
450 beneficiaries near Ibrahim Hy-
deri and the Terminal vicinity, where 
they were given long-line fishing gear, 
toolkits and training by WWF experts 
on sustainable livelihood practices in 
fishing.  (Agencies)

SP conducts surprise visit 
to Rawat Police station, 46 
professional beggars held

DC visits Pakistan Sweet 
Home Nawabshah

RAWALPINDI: Superintendent of 
Police SP Saddar Nabeel Ahmed 
conducted a surprise visit to Rawat 
police station to check the quali-
ty of public service delivery in the 
police station. According to a po-
lice spokesman, SP reviewed the 
police station building, front desk, 
records, and lock up to ensure the 
provision of all possible resources 
to the police station. The SP also 
reviewed the facilities being provid-
ed to the public and directed that 
merit and justice be provided to the 
people. Furthermore, SP directed 
the officials to make the surround-
ings clean. He made it clear that 
strict action would be taken against 
the officials who were found neg-
ligent in performing their duties. 
Meanwhile, Rawalpindi Police, in 
its crackdown against profession-
al beggars, arrested 46 beggars to 
discourage the menace of begging 
and avoid the risk of road accidents. 
Beggar squads, along with their re-
spective teams, took action against 
professional beggars, and detained 
them in different police stations of 
Rawalpindi city, said the Rawalpindi 
Police spokesperson. (Agencies)

HYDERABAD: Deputy Commission-
er Shehryar Gul Memon here on 
Wednesday visited Pakistan Sweet 
Home Nawabshah being run with 
the support of Pakistan Baitul Mal 
and met with children.During his 
visit, he said that Pakistan Baitul Mal 
was doing a commendable job by 
supporting orphan children. The DC 
assured that the district administra-
tion would provide all possible help 
for the welfare of orphan children 
adding that these were also our own 
children. The DC appealed to philan-
thropists to extend their cooperation 
and support to this and other institu-
tions working for the betterment and 
welfare of the public so that these 
orphan children could also get equal 
status in society. (Agencies)

Wheat stocks stood over 6.445 million tons

Commission on missing persons, 
students’ grievances visits UoB

ISLAMABAD: The strategic wheat 
stocks of the country during current 
week recorded over 6.445 million 
tons, which were sufficient to fulfill 
the domestic requirements as well 
as keeping the demand and sup-
ply smooth, besides ensuring price 
stability of the commodity in local 
markets. The total availability of the 
grains during the period under review 
were registered over 9.250 million 
tons as so far the government had 
released about 4.204 million tons to 
local flour mills in order to provide 
wheat flour and its other by products 
in  local  markets on affordable rates, 
said Food Security Commissioner in 
the Ministry of National Food Secu-
rity and Research Imtiaz Ali Gopang. 
Talking to APP here on Wednesday, 

he said that local carry forward stocks 
of grains during current week record-
ed at  1,831,019 metric tons, adding 
that over 6,614,103 metric tons of 
wheat procured during last season to 
maintain the strategic reserves in the 
country. Meanwhile, the government 
had also imported about 805,444 met-
ric tons of wheat in order to bridge 
the shortfall and ensure sufficient 
supply of the commodity during the 
season to provide wheat and its by 
products on sustainable rates for lo-
cal consumptions, he added. He said 
that private sector had also procured 
over 3.837 million tons of wheat and 
out of the procured commodity about 
2.868 million tons grinded and about 
969,076 metric tons of wheat avail-
able in private stocks. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Commissioner Rawal-
pindi Division Saqib Manan here on 
Wednesday reviewed Murree Emer-
gency plan finalized for snowfall sea-
son. According to a commissioner’s 
office spokesperson, the meeting was 
attended by Deputy Commission-
er Murree, DC Rawalpindi, Station 
Commander Murree and other offi-
cers of the departments concerned. 
The meeting reviewed all the arrange-
ments finalized by the administration 
for the snowfall season to ensure the 
protection of the tourists in Murree. 
Saqib Manan directed the authori-
ties to ensure strict implementation 
of the decision of the High Court re-
garding Murree tragic incident. All 
the departments concerned should 
fulfil their responsibilities with dedi-
cation and commitment while imple-
menting Murree emergency plan, the 
Commissioner added. A maximum of 
8,000 vehicles should be allowed entry 
into Murree according to the traffic 
plan finalized for the winter season, 
Saqib Manan said adding, other en-
try routes of Murree like ‘Kohala and 
Barrian’ should also be monitored. He 
instructed the officers that special fo-
cus should also be given to the conve-
nience and ease of the local residents 
while finalizing the arrangements. All 
snow removal machinery should be 

kept operational besides arranging 
salt sprinkler machines and ensuring 
attendance of the required number 
and staff, the commissioner said. Me-
teorological Department should send 
timely forecasts to all the departments 
concerned and all the departments 
should also develop close coordi-
nation with each other to give quick 
responses in case of any emergency, 
he added. Saqib Manan directed that 
there should be warning boards for 
the convenience of the tourists at sev-
eral points besides arrangements to 
display up-to-date information. The 
spokesperson informed that on the 
special directives of the Commission-
er, a control room had also been es-
tablished in Jinnah Hall Murree and 
the tourists in case of any emergency 
can contact the control room on 051-
9269015, 051-9269016, 051-9269018. 
The representatives of all the depart-
ments concerned would remain pres-
ent in the control room which would 
work round the clock under the su-
pervision of Assistant Commissioner, 
Murree. Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Murree Ahmed Hassan Ran-
jha informed that Murree District 
Administration had set up special fa-
cilitation centers at 13 sensitive points 
for tourist assistance and emergency 
response. (APP)

QUETTA: A commission formed on 
the directives of Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) to explore the grievances of Ba-
loch students on Wednesday visited 
University of Balochistan (UoB). The 
commission, headed by its convener 
Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal, head of 
Balochistan National Party, called on 
students and officials at the Universi-
ty. Talking to media, Member National 
Assembly (MNA) Sardar Akhtar Men-
gal said that the complaint of missing 
persons and Balochistan students’ 
grievances were serious issues. “Com-
mission established in the light of the 

orders of the IHC in September and 
held its seven meetings so far.” “We 
are  visiting Balochistan for two days 
and this commission will compile a 
fact-based report after interacting with 
various stakeholders and submit it to 
the IHC.” He further hoped that it will 
be the first step to solve this problem 
of the missing persons and students. 
Senator Kamran Murtaza Advocate, 
Afrasiab Khattak and others were also 
present. Earlier, students and teachers 
informed the commission about their 
various grievances, complaints and 
suggestions. (APP)

FDI apprises minister of issues faced by
women and children in flood-hit areas

Pakistan, Malta agree to revive Joint Technical Commission
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Malta 
have reaffirmed their commitment to 
enhance trade and economic ties and 
to revive Pakistan-Malta Joint Tech-
nical Commission. This was agreed 
during the second round of Bilateral 
Political Consultations (BPC) between 
Pakistan and Republic of Malta held 
virtually on Tuesday. Pakistan side was 
led by Mohammad Kamran Akhtar, 
Additional Secretary (Policy Planning 
and Arms Control) while the Maltese 
side was led by Ambassador Fiona 
Formosa, Director-General (Political 
External Relations and European Af-
fairs).The entire spectrum of bilateral 
relations as well as multilateral issues 
were discussed during the meeting. 
Both sides underscored the need to 
expand bilateral ties in all fields of im-
portance. They also agreed to explore 
opportunities for cooperation in infor-
mation technology, pharmaceuticals, 

health and startups sectors. Both sides 
expressed satisfaction over coopera-
tion at various international forums, 
especially at the United Nations and 
the Commonwealth. They also ex-
changed views on issues of regional 
and global importance, including Jam-
mu and Kashmir dispute, Afghanistan, 
Palestine, Ukraine, counter terror-
ism, United Nations Security Council 
reforms and climate change.While 
thanking the Maltese government for 
its support tothe flood victims in Paki-
stan, the Additional Secretary briefed 
the Maltese side on the efforts being 
made by Pakistan for the rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction work in the 
flood affected areas. He stressed that 
the international community should 
play its role to ensure climate justice.
Both sides also agreed to hold bilateral 
political consultations at regular inter-
vals. (APP)

Commissioner reviews Murree emergency plan 
finalized for snowfall season

QUETTA: Balochistan Revenue Min-
ister Mir Sikandar Khan Umrani said 
the history’s biggest disaster caused 
great loss to the livelihoods of local 
people including agriculture and live-
stock increasing financial issues to 
manifold. He expressed these views 
while talking to Uzma Yaqoob, Execu-
tive Director of Forum for Dignity Ini-
tiatives Pakistan, who met him here 
Wednesday. FDI head Uzma Yaqoob, 
while discussing problems faced by 
the women and children in the flood 
affected areas, public health and the 
economic situation of women, pre-
sented suggestions for rehabilitation. 
The Revenue Minister on the occa-
sion said that if the available resourc-
es of the Balochistan government 
should be utilized for rehabilitation, 
even it will take two decades to re-
pair the damage caused by the floods. 
“For rehabilitation and compensation 
of the flood-hit people at least fifty bil-
lion rupees will be required,” Despite 

this, it is not possible to solve the ag-
ricultural disaster, the international 
organizations have to move forward 
in the rehabilitation issues. 
He noted that women and children 
have been severely affected by the 
floods and rains. However, the gov-
ernment has been using all available 
resources since day one. “After the re-
lief activities, the rehabilitation phase 
is a huge challenge,” he said adding 
that the size of the flood was so large 
that the available resources of the 
government were too meager to meet 
the requirement.
The international welfare organiza-
tions including the United Nations 
member countries have to play their 
role, he added. While appreciating 
the measures taken by the FDI, the 
minister expressed the hope that the 
process of supporting the non-gov-
ernmental organizations in rehabil-
itation issues would be made more 
effective. (Agencies)

CAS attends inaugural ceremony
of defence exhibition IDEAS-2022

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Air Staff 
(CAS), Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmed Baber Sidhu attended the 
inaugural ceremony of the 11th Edi-
tion of the International Defence Ex-
hibition and Seminar (IDEAS 2022) 
commenced at the Karachi Expo 
Centre.  The CAS also visited Paki-
stan Air Force (PAF) stalls and re-
viewed the most advanced technolo-
gies displayed by Pakistan Air Force 
at its pavilion, a PAF news release 
said. Speaking at the occasion, the 
Air Chief said, “PAF is committed 
to developing the most innovative 
technologies in the country, so as to 
provide the most modern, effective 
and impregnable aerial defence of 
Pakistan.” 
The CAS further highlighted a 
comprehensive plan for the growth 
of in-country capabilities in the 
well-established as well as emerg-
ing and disruptive technologies in 
Aerospace, Cyber, IT, Artificial In-
telligence and Quantum Computing 
domains. He also shared the details 

of PAF’s flagship project National 
Aerospace Science and Technology 
Park (NASTP), being spearheaded 
by the PAF as a project of strategic 
national importance. The NASTP 
project as per CAS’s vision and his 
own initiative has materialized in re-
cord time. Sharing his overall vision 
for NASTP, the Air Chief said that 
“the National Aerospace Science 
and Technology Park will become 
one of the best Aerospace, Cyber 
& IT Clusters in the world and will 
transform the national landscape 
with design, R&D and innovation 
centers for emerging and disrup-
tive technologies to foster research, 
innovation and development in avi-
ation, space, IT and cyber technol-
ogies in order to accrue maximum 
social, economic, security and sci-
entific dividends for the country.” 
During these four days events, Paki-
stan Air Force is showcasing its ad-
vanced Aerospace, Avionics, Cyber 
Space and other related technolo-
gies at its pavilion. (APP)

Healthcare facilities  
inspected at BHU Ranwal

TANK: Additional Assistant Com-
missioner Jamshad Alam Khan on 
Wednesday paid a visit to a health 
facility at Ranwal and inspected 
healthcare facilities for the people 
of the area. 
During the visit, the AAC checked 
attendance of staff and availability 
of medicines in the Basic Health 
Unit (BHU) and said that the dis-
trict administration was commit-
ted to providing healthcare facili-
ties to dwellers of the Ranwal area 
at their doorsteps. 
He visited different sections in the 
BHU where he was briefed about  
relevant matters by the staff on 
duty. He directed the staff con-
cerned to ensure their presence on 
daily basis in order to provide best 
healthcare facilities to people in a 
smooth manner. (APP)

Cheque distribution ceremony of Baba Guru Nanak 
Scholarship Program held

LAHORE: A cheque distribution cer-
emony of Baba Guru Nanak Schol-
arship Program 2022-23 was held 
which would benefit 100 students of 
Hindu and Sikh community under the 
auspices of the Evacuee Trust Prop-
erty Board (ETPB). ETPB Chairman 
Habib ur Rehman Gilani  and other 
board members gave cheques to the 
students who had come from all over 
the country. It could be stated here 
that the Board had approved increas-
ing the number of students from 50 

to 100 under which the candidates 
were selected on the merit policy. 
The board chairman told media that 
students will be given Rs 10,000  per 
month as scholarship, while initial-
ly a cheque of Rs 30,000 per person 
was given. Hindu, Sikh community 
persons, board members, Secretary 
PMEIF Rana Muhammad Arif, Zee-
shan Gursi and other officers were 
present on the occasion.The students 
expressed appreciation on the steps 
taken for their academic needs. (APP)

Drone crashes into Orange Line train station
LAHORE: A drone crashed into the 
Orange Line train station Ali Town, 
here on Wednesday. According to 
the police, the drone fell in the bus 
washing area. The police said it was 
being ascertained from which direc-

tion the drone came to train station 
area. On getting information, the 
bomb disposal, forensic team and 
related authorities reached the spot 
and took the drone parts into custo-
dy. (APP)

PUC repose full confidence in Ashrafi as chairman
ISLAMABAD: The Central Execu-
tive and Advisory Body of Pakistan 
Ulema Council (PUC) on Wednesday 
re-elected Hafiz Muhammad Tahir 
Mahmood Ashrafi as chairman and 
Maulana Asad Zakaria Qasmi as its 
central secretary general. The body 
also decided to organize the council 
in all areas across the country and 

‘Pakistan Stability Conferences’ and 
seminars all over the country. The 
meeting was attended by the Ulema, 
Mashaykh and important office 
bearers of the council from all over 
the country. Ashrafi who is also the 
Prime Minister’s Special Represen-
tative for Interfaith Harmony and 
Middle East. (APP)
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Asian stocks mostly down as Ukraine fears offset inflation hopes

Over 1,800 5G industrial Internet projects under construction in China: report

Hong Kong: Asian stocks mostly fell 
Wednesday as another positive US 
inflation report that fanned hopes 
of a slowdown in the Fed’s rate hike 
campaign was offset by fresh geo-
political concerns over Ukraine and 
profit-taking. World markets have ral-
lied since last week after data showed 
US consumer prices rose much less 
than expected in October, suggesting 
months of monetary tightening by 
the Federal Reserve was kicking in. 

The news was followed Tuesday by a 
below-forecast reading on wholesale 
prices, providing extra room for the 
central bank to take its foot off the 
pedal when raising borrowing costs 
and possibly easing pressure on the 
economy. Still, central banks’ tough 
battle against inflation was high-
lighted Wednesday by data showing 
UK prices rose more than 11 per-
cent last month, a fresh four-decade 
high. The optimism had been fur-

ther enhanced by China’s pledge to 
provide much-needed support to the 
country’s beleaguered property sec-
tor as well as ease some of the strict 
Covid-19 restrictions that have played 
a major role in dragging the economy 
down. However, the positive mood 
that had flowed through markets was 
dealt a blow after Poland said a mis-
sile -- “most probably Russian-made” 
-- had struck a village in the country’s 
east, killing two people. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: More than 1,800 5G in-
dustrial Internet projects were under 
construction in China in 2021, accord-
ing to a report on China’s Internet de-
velopment. The 1,800-plus projects 
covered more than 20 key sectors of 
China’s national economy such as 
iron and steel and electric power, said 

the report released at the 2022 China 
Internet Conference which kicked off 
on Tuesday in Shenzhen, south Chi-
na’s Guangdong Province. By 2021, 
there were more than 100 influential 
industrial Internet platforms in Chi-
na, connecting with over 76 million 
devices, ecns.cn reported. The value 

of China’s digital economy reached 
45.5 trillion yuan (about 6.46 trillion 
U.S. dollars) in 2021, ranking second 
in the world, and the country had 
built the world’s largest 5G network 
with more than 1.42 million 5G base 
stations in operation by the end of last 
year, according to the report. (APP)

Bahrain two main  
indexes end trading with 

different directions

Rupee loses 50 paisa 
against dollar

Gold rates up by
Rs 1,850 per tola

Tokyo stocks down after 
muted US gains

BAHRAIN: Bahrain General Index 
closed trading today at 1,865.80 
points, losing 0.41 points over the 
previous closing rate.The Bahrain Is-
lamic Index closed at 659.85 points, 
losing 0.52 points from its previous 
closing rate. The volume of traded 
shares amounted to 2,247,689, with 
a total value of 1,067,907 Bahraini 
dinars, through 72 deals. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Rupee on 
Wednesday depreciated by 50 paisa 
against the US dollar in the inter-
bank trading to close at Rs 222.41 
against the previous day’s closing 
of Rs 221.91. According to the Forex 
Association of Pakistan (FAP), the 
buying and selling rates of the US 
dollar in the open market were re-
corded at Rs 225.4 and Rs 227.65 
respectively. The price of the Euro 
against the rupee increased by 56 
paisa to close at Rs 231.41 against 
the previous close of Rs 230.85.  The 
Japanese Yen remained unchanged 
to close at Rs 1.59, whereas an in-
crease of Rs 1.91 was witnessed 
in the exchange rate of the Brit-
ish Pound, which was traded at Rs 
264.34 as compared to its last day’s 
closing of Rs 262.43. The exchange 
rates of the Emirates Dirham and 
Saudi Riyal increased by 16 paisa 
and 12 paisa to close at Rs 60.55 and 
Rs 59.15 respectively.

ISLAMABAD: The price of 24 karat 
per tola gold witnessed an increase 
of Rs 1,850 on Wednesday as it was 
sold at Rs 158,850 against its sale 
at Rs157,000 the previous day. The 
price of 10 gram 24 karat also in-
creased by Rs 1,586 and was sold 
at Rs 136,188 against Rs 134,602, 
whereas that of 10 gram 22 karat 
went up to Rs 124,839 against its 
sale at Rs 123,385, All Sindh Sarafa 
Jewellers Association reported. The 
price of per tola and ten-gram silver 
remained constant at Rs1690 and 
Rs 1,448.90 respectively. The price 
of gold in the international market 
increased by $7 and was traded at 
$1782 against its sale at $1,775 the 
previous day, the association report-
ed. (APP)

TOKYO: Tokyo stocks fell on 
Wednesday after rallies on Wall 
Street were curbed by geopolitical 
risks linked to the war in Ukraine.                    
The benchmark Nikkei 225 index 
was down 0.69 percent, or 194.32 
points, at 27,795.85 in morning 
trade, while the broader Topix 
index lost 0.64 percent, or 12.65 
points, to 1,951.57. “Japanese 
shares are seen moving in a narrow 
range after the US Dow made only 
small gains,” said Monex senior 
market analyst Toshiyuki Kanaya-
ma. Hopes for slower interest rate 
hikes by the US Federal Reserve 
were offset by geopolitical jitters 
sparked by headlines saying Rus-
sian-made missiles had landed in 
Poland, Kanayama added. (APP)

U.S. dollar ticks down

Tokyo’s Nikkei index ends higher

Pakistani bankers, traders participate in Wenzhou Fair

47 students trained under HEC-Huawei  
‘Seeds for Future’ Programme

Shipping activity at Port Qasim

NEW YORK: The U.S. dollar fell in 
late trading on Tuesday. The dollar 
index, which measures the green-

back against six major peers, de-
creased 0.24 percent to 106.4070 at 
3:00 p.m. (2000 GMT). (APP)

Tokyo: Tokyo’s key Nikkei index 
rebounded from earlier losses to 
end higher on Wednesday, with in-
vestors somewhat reassured after 
Washington said it was “unlikely” 
a missile that hit Poland was fired 
from Russia. The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index closed up 0.14 percent, 
or 38.13 points, at 28,028.30, while 
the broader Topix index edged 
down 0.05 percent, or 0.93 points, to 
1,963.29. The dollar fetched 139.75 
yen, against 139.16 yen in New York 
late Tuesday. News that a possible 
Russian missile had landed in a vil-
lage in NATO-member Poland, kill-
ing two people, spooked investors in 
Tokyo initially, prompting sell-offs 
in the morning. But later US Pres-
ident Joe Biden, when asked if the 

missile had been fired from Russia, 
said that scenario was “unlikely”. 
“Biden saying the missile’s origin 
was unconfirmed helped ease in-
vestors’ fears,” Toshikazu Horiuchi 
of IwaiCosmo Securities told AFP. 
“Excessive vigilance around (the 
situation near the Ukraine border) 
has subsided for now in Japan,” he 
said. SoftBank Group jumped 2.94 
percent to 6,328 yen, while Uniqlo 
operator Fast Retailing added 0.36 
percent to 83,350 yen. Meanwhile, 
Toyota dipped 0.10 percent to 1,996 
yen. The auto giant on Wednesday 
unveiled the “fifth generation” of its 
popular Prius model, credited for 
pioneering the hybrid vehicle mar-
ket. Sony Group lost 1.72 percent to 
11,390 yen. (APP)

BEIJING: The representative of the 
National Bank of Pakistan and a large 
number of Pakistan traders and busi-
nessmen participated in Wenzhou 
International Pump and Valve Fair 
held in Zhejiang province of China. 
Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin 
ul Haque addressed the audience via 
a video message at the opening cer-
emony. Chief Representative, Nation-
al Bank of Pakistan (NBP), Shaikh 
Muhammad Shariq introduced the 
organizing committee of the relevant 
officials of the Embassy of Pakistan. 
He also held meetings with different 
companies and discussed the poten-
tial cooperation opportunities of in-
vestment and trade between pump, 
valve and pipe industry of China 
and Pakistan. The fair based on the 
theme of high-end, intelligent, green 
and internationalization, fully inte-
grates with the resources of Wenzhou 
pump and valve industry chain, and 
accelerates the industrial transforma-
tion and upgrading. The exhibition 
provides an important platform for 
“going out and introducing”, helping 
enterprises to accelerate the develop-
ment of overseas markets and seek 
new development opportunities on 
a global scale. Wenzhou pump and 
valve industry, as the second largest 

output value of industry in Wenzhou, 
has nearly RMB 100 billion of annual 
industry. Wenzhou valve industry, in 
particular, accounts for 28% of Chi-
na’s valve industry, of which the total 
value of exports or purchases exceeds 
USD 2 billion. There are numerous 
Wenzhou valve manufacturers with 
large scale, some of whose registered 
capital and output value are over 
RMB 100 million. Many enterpris-
es cooperate with large state-owned 
enterprises like CNPC, Sinopec and 
CNOOC and large overseas engineer-
ing projects. Besides, Wenzhou owns 
the best stainless steel industrial base 
in China. It has the most competitive 
valve and pipe products in sanitary 
level in China in pharmaceutical, 
food and beverage and biotechnology 
industry. Numerous large enterprise 
clusters and outward-looking invest-
ment base make pump and valve in-
dustry become a very promising in-
vestment sector. The first exhibition 
of its kind drew a lot of attention and 
interest from the industry as more 
than 500 enterprises from the indus-
try participated in the exhibition. The 
high-quality pump and valve were 
displayed through over 1000 booths 
set up overt the area coving 30,000 sq 
meters. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: As many as 47 Pa-
kistani students have completed 
an eight-day virtual training under 
Seeds for the Future Programme 
2022, which was also attended by 
teams from other countries includ-
ing Italy and Croatia. According to 
a press release issued on Wednes-
day, team Brainiacs from Pakistan 
won award for the best group proj-
ect, Tech4good. Huawei Technolo-
gies (Pvt.) Ltd. Pakistan and Higher 
Education Commission (HEC), Pa-
kistan annually offer the training 
programme on Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) 
for undergraduate students of Pa-
kistani universities majoring in ICT 
fields. Under the programme, 130 
students were selected from the uni-

versities of Pakistan in the last seven 
years and 55 of them were sent to 
China for two weeks training on cul-
ture and advanced ICT skills. Since 
the outbreak of COVID-19, the train-
ing has been continuing online. This 
year, the Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) selected 47 students from 
different universities across Pakistan 
to be part of the virtual training pro-
gramme by Huawei. The training 
programme offered undergraduate 
students a rich experience involving 
technology courses (including 5G, 
Cloud, AI etc.), leadership course, 
Chinese culture experiences, live vis-
it of tech exhibition hall, participation 
in “Tech4Good” group project and 
culture exchanges with outstanding 
peers from around the world. (APP)

KARACHI: Shipping activities report-
ed at the Port on Tuesday,where six 
ships namely, Cape Kortia, Maersk 
Seletar, CNC Dream, Napa Spirit, 
Fuwairit and FSM carrying Contain-
ers, Palm oil, Chemicals, LNG and 
LPG, berthed at Qasim International 
Container, Multi Purpose Terminal, 
Engro Vopak Terminal, Pakistan 
Gasport Terminal and SSGC LPG 
Terminal respectively. Meanwhile 
two more ships, Ocean Fleet and Al-
Rayyan carrying Steel coil and LNG 
also arrived at outer anchorage of the 
port during the same day. A total of 
09 ships were engaged at PQA berths 
during the last 24 hours, out of them 
a containers ship ‘Maersk Seletar’ 
left the Port on Wednesday morn-
ing, while 03 more ships, Aligote, 
IVS Pinehurst and Ami are expect-
ed to sail on today in the afternoon.                        
A Cargo volume of 207,801 tonnes, 
comprising 182,046 tonnes imports 
cargo and 25,755 tonnes export car-
go, including containerized cargo 

carried in 5,106` Containers (3,591 
TEUs Imports and 1,515 TEUs ex-
port) was handled at the port during 
last 24 hours. There are 05 ships at 
Outer Anchorage of Port Qasim, 
out of them, 04 ships, Al-Rayyan, 
Ocean Fleet, Chemroad Jupitor and 
EM Astoria & 03 more ships, MSC 
Area III, Bangkok Bridge and Clea-
rocean Marvel carrying LNG, Steel 
coil, Palm oil, Containers and Gas oil 
are expected to take berths at EETL, 
MW-2, LCT, QICT and FOTCO on 
Wednesday,and two more containers 
ships, OOCL Washington and MSC 
Caledonia II are due to arrive at Port 
Qasim on Thursday. (APP)

UK inflation accelerates to 41-year peak

BEL unit starts production in FIEDMC

WB to provide financial support for Pakistan to 
provide subsidized urea

Action on banks to be taken by end month:  
NA body told

London: British inflation has ac-
celerated to the highest level for 
41 years, driven by soaring energy, 
food and transport prices in a wors-
ening cost-of-living crisis, official 
data showed Wednesday. The Con-
sumer Prices Index hit 11.1 percent 
in October, reaching the highest lev-
el since 1981, the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) said in a statement. 
That compared with 10.1 percent 
in September, which matched the 
level in July and was the highest in 
40 years. Domestic fuel bills rock-
eted further despite the UK gov-
ernment’s energy price freeze as 
the market faced fresh fallout from 
key producer Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. The October figure beat 
market expectations of 10.7 percent 
and was higher than the Bank of En-
gland’s forecast peak. “Rising gas 
and electricity prices drove headline 
inflation to its highest level for over 
40 years, despite the Energy Price 
Guarantee,” said ONS chief econ-
omist Grant Fitzner. Over the last 
year, gas prices have leapt by 130 
percent and electricity prices by 66 
percent, according to the ONSFood 
prices and transport costs also pro-
pelled inflation higher. Runaway 
inflation comes despite Britain’s en-
ergy support, which sought to limit 
annual energy bills at an average of 
£2,500 per year. (APP)

FAISALABAD: A Faisalabad unit of 
Bahawalpur Engineering Ltd (BEL) 
has started production of bicycles 
in addition to manufacturing parts 
for automobiles, including copper 
wire with corrugated pipes. The unit 
was using the latest and modern 
technology to reduce carbon emis-
sion, said Dr 
Khurram Tariq, the President of the 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (FCCI). Inaugurating the 
unit in the FIEDMC, he welcomed 
the BEL and said that it would play 
a major role in early colonization of 
industrial estates in addition to cre-
ating new job opportunities. He said 
the FCCI had 8,000 members be-

longing to almost all segments of the 
economy. He also appreciated the 
industrial estate developed by FIED-
MC and said that M3 and Allama 
Iqbal Industrial Estates had been de-
veloped on modern lines. “These in-
dustrial estates offer globally compli-
ant facilities while the price of land 
is comparatively cheaper than other 
estates”, he said and added that it 
was attracting maximum industrial-
ists for their future investment. He 
said that the manufacturing of parts 
of automobiles would also help Pa-
kistan to save precious foreign ex-
change. He assured full cooperation 
from the FCCI to the management of 
the BEL (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Regional Director 
World Bank for Sustainable Devel-
opment John A Roome, here, on 
Wednesday said that the bank will 
provide financial support to floods 
and rains affected farmers of Paki-
stan by providing them subsidized 
urea. The regional director WB met 
with Minister for National Food Se-
curity and Research Tariq Bashir and 
apprised him about the bank’s board 
meeting in December. He said the 
World Bank would provide financial 
support of $1.3 billion to Pakistan for 
emergency, agriculture and housing 
relief, said a press release. Speaking 
on the occasion, Tariq Bashir Chee-
ma said that floods and rains had 

resulted in the colossal losses of the 
farming community and government 
was trying to provide relief and as-
sistance to the poor farmers for their 
rehabilitation. While appreciating the 
support extended by World Bank for 
flood relief and rehabilitation of the 
affected farmers, he said that the nat-
ural calamity was unforeseen and the 
affected farmers need a helping hand 
to recover and return to normal. Tariq 
Bashir emphasized on enhancing 
coordination among federal govern-
ment, provincial governments, World 
Bank and other stakeholders to pro-
vide relief and help the needy on most 
urgent basis to revive agricultural in 
flood hit areas in the country. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Standing Committee on Finance 
and Revenue was informed here on 
Wednesday that the actions against 
eight banks involved in overcharging 
on opening of Letters of Credit (LC) 
would be taken by the end of current 
month. While briefing the Committee, 
Deputy Governor State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP), Dr. Inayat Hussain said 
that in light of inspection findings, 
SBP is also in process of completing 
the enforcement action against the 
concerned banks. The Committee met 
under the Chairmanship of Qaiser 
Ahmed Sheikh and discussed various 
issues pertaining to the Ministry and 
its attached departments. The Chair-
man of the Committee said that now 
the monitoring process of the Central 
Bank has been tightened and no com-
plaints have been received yet. Inayat 
said the shortage of dollars in the mar-
ket is due to the gap between import 

and export and foreign exchange is 
also required for balance of payment. 
He highlighted that the shortage oc-
curs when Dollar inflow is less than the 
outflow. These are the reasons for the 
increase in the rate of the Dollar and 
the depreciation of the rupee, he add-
ed. MNA Sabir Hussain Kaim Khani 
said that National Bank of Pakistan 
(NBP) was also responsible for the de-
valuation of the rupee and increase in 
the rate of Dollar. He questioned how 
will we stop others when a government 
bank does this. The Chairman of the 
Committee said that Banks were still 
saying that they don’t have Dollars and 
market confidence was affected due to 
fluctuations in the value of the rupee, 
Dollar is worth Rs 222 in the market 
and there is a difference of 15 rupees 
in the interbank and open market, he 
added. Governor State Bank should 
should come to respond to this, Barjees 
Tahir said. (APP)
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Gymkhana Club hosts dinner to
Irish women cricket team

Passport, Hayya card compulsory for those willing  
to attend FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

ITF Pakistan J7 World Juniors Tennis C’ships continues

Babar Azam climbs to 3rd spot in ICC T20I Rankings

No January signings for Barca due  
to financial fair play, says Laporta

Hazara girls upset Peshawar to win KP  
inter-college games badminton title

PESHAWAR: Hazara girls upset strong 
Peshawar team in the final of the In-
ter-College Games Girls Badminton 
while strong Peshawar girls lifted the 
volleyball trophy after defeating strong 
Bannu in the five-set final played at 
Abdul Wali Khan Sports Complex 
Charsadda on Wednesday. Director Fe-
male Games Miss Rashida Ghaznavi 
was the chief guest on this occasion. 
District Sports Officer Tehseen Ullah, 
Games Organizing Secretary Syed Jaf-
far Shah, Deputy Director HED Arshad 

Hussain, Miss Nousheen, Miss Bushra, 
players and officials were also present 
and witnessed the badminton and vol-
leyball finals played at Abdul Wali Khan 
Sports Complex. Directorate General 
Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa along 
with Higher Education Department 
(HED), KP is organizing the Inter-Col-
lege Games wherein the 300 girls are 
taking part in Volleyball, Cricket and 
Badminton and the 405 male are taking 
part in Football, Volleyball and Cricket 
being played on different venues. (APP)

France captain Lloris will not wear anti-discrimination armband at World Cup

Caudrelier blows away race record as tragedy mars Route du Rhum finish

Ruthless Djokovic crushes Rublev to reach last 4 in Turin

Ex-Norway international footballer Carew jailed for tax evasion

DOHA: France skipper Hugo Lloris 
has confirmed that he will not join oth-
er European national team captains in 
wearing an anti-discrimination arm-
band during the World Cup in Qatar. 
Lloris had previously refused to say if 
he would participate in the initiative 
to support the season-long OneLove 
campaign to promote inclusion, which 
features an armband with a multi-co-
loured heart. “I have been quite clear 
about this and I don’t want to add any-
thing else,” Lloris said in an interview 
with AFP. He said he wanted to “show 

respect” to host nation Qatar, whose 
treatment of migrant workers as well 
as women and the LGBTQ community 
have come under the spotlight in the 
build-up to the tournament. “When 

we welcome foreign visitors to France 
we often would like them to respect 
our rules and our culture. I will do 
the same when I go to Qatar,” he said.                    
His comments echoed those made by 
French Football Federation President 
Noel Le Graet, who has opposed the 
initiative. Lloris was missing due to in-
jury when Manchester United defend-
er Raphael Varane wore the multi-co-
loured armband in a UEFA Nations 
League match against Denmark in 
September. At the time, Varane called 
it “an honour”. (APP)

POINTEÀPITRE: Charles Caudre-
lier won the Route du Rhum on 
Wednesday, smashing the record in 
the transatlantic race when he sailed 
his maxi trimaran Edmond de Roth-
schild across the line in Guadeloupe. 
The finish was marred by tragedy. 
Two people died as a boat chartered 
by race organisers and which was 
following Caudrelier capsized off 
the coast of Guadeloupe, the pub-
lic prosecutor of Pointe-a-Pitre told 

AFP. The prosecutor, Patrick Des-
jardins, said a judicial investigation 
has been opened for manslaughter. 
According to local media, a dozen 
people were aboard the boat which 
was part of the flotilla accompanying 
Caudrelier to the finish line. The lo-
cal fire department said the French 
National Sea Rescue Society rescued 
the survivors. Caudrelier, a 48-year-
old French sailor became the first 
competitor to finish in less than sev-

en days when he completed the 12th 
edition in 6 days and 19 hours at 
05:02 local time. He was almost a day 
faster than the time set by compatri-
ot Francis Joyon who won in 7 days 
14 hours and 21 minutes in 2018. 
“I’m not even tired surprisingly,” said 
Caudrelier after docking. “The race 
was exhausting, but I did well to find 
my rhythm. I wanted to win this race 
so badly. “I had never been able to do 
it. It was a huge frustration.” (APP)

TURIN: Novak Djokovic booked his 
place in the last four of the ATP Fi-
nals with a crushing 6-4, 6-1 defeat 
of Russian Andrey Rublev at the Tu-
rin showpiece today. After the first 
nine games went with serve, Djokov-
ic switched on the afterburners to 
outclass Rublev. Rublev, who like 
Djokovic had won his opening match 

at the year-ender, capitulated when 
serving to stay in the opener, losing 
the set as Djokovic thumped a back-
hand return winner. The second set 
was a non-event as five-time champi-
on Djokovic roared to victory in little 
more than an hour. Later in the Red 
Group, Russia’s Daniil Medvedev 
takes on Greek Stefanos Tsitsipas. “I 

played one of my best matches of the 
year,” Djokovic, who was watched for 
the first time by both his children Ste-
fan and Tara, said on court. “I found 
the right attitude and the right game 
and once I won the first set his energy 
went down. “In the second set I just 
wanted to use that momentum and it 
was a flawless second set.” (Agencies)

OSLO: Former Premier League and Nor-
way striker John Carew was Wednesday 
sentenced to 14 months in prison for tax 
evasion and ordered to pay a fine by Os-
lo’s district court. The 43-year-old was 
found guilty of failing to report taxable 
income of 12.8 million kroner ($1.29 
million) and assets of 307 million kroner 
($31 million) during 2014-2019. In addi-
tion to the jail sentence, he was ordered 
to pay a fine of 540,000 kroner ($54,370).                    
Carew, who played for Aston Villa, Va-
lencia and Lyon among other European 
clubs, had pleaded guilty to the charges.                    
He had told Norwegian tax authorities 

that he was living in Britain during the 
period in question and was therefore not 
required to pay tax in the Scandinavian 
country. But during the trial prosecutors 
provided evidence, including credit card 
slips, that showed he was in Norway 

more than 183 days a year during that 
period, which technically made him a 
resident of Norway and therefore sub-
ject to pay tax. He told the court that he 
had simply been following the advice of 
his former agent. “The court has con-
cluded that he acted with gross negli-
gence, but not with intent,” his lawyer 
Berit Reiss-Andersen said in a state-
ment. “We have argued this all along, 
and Carew has made it clear that he 
wanted to set things straight.” She add-
ed she and Carew would read through 
the court’s ruling in detail before decid-
ing whether to appeal. (APP)

Bangladesh U-19 beats 
Pak by five wickets in 

first T-20 match
MULTAN: Bangladesh U-19 defeat-
ed Pakistan U-19 team by 5 wickets 
in the first T20 match.The two match 
series between Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh Under-19 teams has started 
at Multan Cricket Stadium here on 
Wednesday. In the first match, Ban-
gladesh achieved the target of 144 
runs in 19.3 overs for the loss of 5 
wickets as Shihab James played an 
unbeaten innings of 41 runs for Ban-
gladesh, Mahfuzur Rahman Rabby 
38, Jishan Alam 24.  Muhammad Ash-
iqur Rahman Shibli scored 16 runs 
and Ahrar Amin scored 13 runs  Mu-
hammad Zeeshan from Pakistan took 
two wickets, Arafat Minhas bagged 
one wicket while two players run out. 
Earlier, Bangladesh won the toss and 
invited Pakistan to bat. (APP)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: The Sun in Scorpio at this 
time of year can make things look 
worse than they are, so don’t get up-
tight if certain issues seem to be get-
ting on top of you. In a matter of days 
your luck will change and you will be 
back in control again.
– TAURUS: You may want to bring 
some kind of feud to an end but the 
planets warn it won’t happen unless 
you make the first move. Even if you 
genuinely believe you are the injured 
party it will pay you to extend a hand 
in reconciliation today.
– GEMINI: You have been rather sen-
sitive to criticism of late but as the 
cosmic picture is changing again you 
should find it easier to ignore other 
people’s negative comments. Don’t 
take what they say too seriously, and 
don’t take yourself too seriously either.
– CANCER: You have rarely been so 
popular, both in your private life and in 
your career, and if you are smart you 
will be making the most of it. A more 
challenging phase will begin quite 
soon, so have fun while you can and 
help others have fun as well.
– LEO: You like it when people praise 
you to the skies but even you can see 
that a certain individual is going too 
far and making you out to be some 
sort of god. Obviously they are after 
something, so take their hero worship 

with a large pinch of salt.
– VIRGO: If your social scene is boring 
you then do something about it. No 
one is forcing you to stay in the same 
old place surrounded by the same old 
faces, so get out and about and find 
new ways to have fun with a new 
group of people.
– LIBRA: You cannot yet see the whole 
picture concerning a money matter 
or business issue, so don’t make any 
hasty decisions. Today’s Sun-Mars 
link is a potentially reckless influ-
ence which could lead to losses that 
don’t have to happen. You have been 
warned.
– SCORPIO: Let those you care about 
know how much you love them today 
but don’t go overboard or they might 
think you have taken leave of your 
senses. Scorpio is such a self-con-
trolled sign that others can feel uneasy 
when you get overly emotional.
– SAGITTARIUS: If other people want 
to cut corners and break rules that’s up 
to them but you must not follow their 
example. Don’t worry if their tactics 
seem to give them an unfair advantage 
– your honesty will see to it that you 
beat them in the end.
– CAPRICORN: You may have serious 
differences with an employer or a col-
league but you can and you must find 
ways to heal the rift so you can work 
together successfully. Remember, you 
don’t have to like them to be part of the 
same effective team.
– ACQUARIUS: Do your utmost to 
steer clear of people who rub you up 
the wrong way over the next 24 hours. 
One particular individual, who is so 
full of their own self-importance that 
you probably can’t stand the sight of 
them, must be avoided at all costs.
– PISCES: You may be in a friendly 
mood and willing to chat with all sorts 
of people – even strangers – but be 
careful what you reveal about your-
self. One small and seemingly unim-
portant personal detail could, in a ri-
val’s hands, cause you a great deal of 
trouble.
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GHS Tangi No.1 Charsadda 
win Regional Inter-Schools 

Tug of War title
PESHAWAR: Government High School 
Tangi No.1 Charsadda clinched the tro-
phy after defeating Government Higher 
Secondary School Peshawar Cantt No.2 
in the final of the Regional Inter-School 
Tug-of-War competition played here on 
Wednesday. President Schools Officers 
Association Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sami-
ullah Khalil distributed prizes among the 
players. He was accompanied by Mish-
war Khan, Naveed Khan General Secre-
tary Games, Kaleemullah Mehsud SIPE, 
Muhammad Ilyas IPE, Zahoor Ahmed 
IPE, Provincial Tug of War Association 
President Taj Muhammad, Technical Of-
ficials Ijaz Muhammad, Ali, Ikramullah, 
Uzair Muhammad and other personali-
ties including Ikram were also present. 
Under the auspices of the Provincial Tug 
of War Association, in the first semi-final 
of the Regional Inter Higher Secondary 
Schools Tug of War competition, Gov-
ernment High Secondary School No. 2 
Peshawar Cantt defeated Government 
Higher Secondary School Ghazi Beg 
Mohmand by 2-0 (APP)

LAHORE: The Gymkhana Cricket Club 
hosted a dinner to the visiting Irish wom-
en cricket at the pool-side of the historic 
Gymkhana Club on late Tuesday night. 
Chairman Gymkhana Club Mian Mis-
bah-ur-Rehman welcomed the guests 
to the iconic club and briefed the guests 
on the historicity of the club.The guests 
were overawed to know the fact that 
the Lahore Gymkhana Cricket Ground 
was established way back in 1880 while 
international cricket began in the year 
1922. They were informed that Gym-
khana C.C is country’s most picturesque 

cricket ground.About the Gymkhana 
Club, he said it is a place of excellence, 
nestled in the heart of the city, and at-
tracts elite of the society including lead-
ers of the corporate world, the literati, 
renowned journalists, celebrated artists, 
members of the judiciary, agriculturists, 
diplomats and government functionar-
ies. Irish women cricket captain Laura 
Delany, Pakistan captain Bismah Ma-
roof, Head Pakistan Women Cricket Ta-
nia Mallick thanked the Gymkhana C.C 
and club management for a sumptuous 
dinner and hospitality. (APP)

RIYADH: The General Directorate 
of Passports on Wednesday stressed 
that those willing to attend FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 must have a 
passport registered at Hayya plat-
form and a Hayya card. The direc-
torate also stressed that passengers 
are required to have a valid passport 

for at least three months for Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) citizens 
and six months for other countries, 
with having a valid Hayya card be-
fore travelling, noting that the na-
tional ID card is not accredited for 
citizens to travel to Qatar during the 
World Cup. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The ITF Pakistan 
J7 World Juniors Tennis Champi-
onships leg-2 continued here at 
the PTF-SDA Tennis Complex on 
Wednesday.  Tariq Mahmood Mur-
taza President-Islamabad Tennis 
Association (ITA) and Chairman 
Rawalpindi Development Author-
ity (RDA) was the chief guest at 
the opening ceremony, which was 
attended by a large number of par-
ticipants and tennis lovers. He in-
teracted with the players, their par-
ents and the coaches.  He welcomed 
the participants from abroad and 
also showed satisfaction over the 
arrangements which were in place 
for the conduct of the event includ-
ing the provision of security by Is-

lamabad Police.  In Boys Singles 
2nd Round, Imran Khatibev (UZB) 
beqt Penn Charusorn (THA) 7-5,3-0-
Retd; Zaidh Zihar (SRI) beat Aryan 
Giri (NEP) 7-5,7-6(2); Bugra Ozkoc 
(TUR) beat Bilal Asim(PAK) 6-2,1-
6,6-3; Amir Asylkozhaev (RUS) beat 
Matthew Goh (MAS) 6-1,6-4; Sami 
Zeb Khan(PAK) beat Ibrahim Furkan 
Deniz(TUR) 6-2,6-3.  In Girls Sin-
gles 2nd Round, Melissa Jangarash-
va (KAZ) beat Natalia Zaman (PAK) 
6-2,6-0; Polina Kaibekova(RUS) beat 
Fatima Ali Raja6-0,6-0; Deren Ozel 
(TUR) beqt Soha Ali (PAK) 6-0,6-0; 
Zainab Ali Naqvi (PAK) beat Thani-
ya Sarai (IND) 6-2,6-0; Lia Belibova 
(MDA) beat Madina Omarova(KAZ) 
6-4,7-5. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Skipper 
Babar Azam has climbed up to No 
3, in the MRF Tyres ICC Men’s T20I 
Batting Rankings after the conclu-
sion of the T20 World Cup. The Pa-
kistan skipper scored a match-win-
ning fifty in the semi-final against 
New Zealand, gaining one spot to 
climb up to No 3 in the rankings, 
said a press release. South Africa 
batter Rossouw also jumped up to 
seventh after New Zealand’s Glenn 
Phillips dropped to the eighth spot. 
Rossouw had scored a magnificent 
century against Bangladesh in the 
T20 World Cup. Other batters in 
the top five other than Suryakumar 
and Babar are Mohammad Rizwan, 
Devon Conway and Aiden Markram. 
Both Rizwan and Markram have 
managed to hold on to their sec-
ond and fifth positions respectively, 
whereas Conway dropped down to 
fourth after losing his third position 
in the rankings to Babar. Meanwhile, 
India middle-order batter Suryaku-
mar Yadav retained his position at 

the top of the T20I Batting Rankings. 
Suryakumar became the No.1 T20I 
batter after a superb showing in the 
Super 12 stage of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup, where he smashed three 
fifties in just five innings. That per-
formance helped him to achieve a 
career-best rating of 869 points. Al-
though his rating dropped to 859 af-
ter his dismissal for 14 in the semi-fi-
nal against England, his position 
has remained undisturbed as other 
batters in his vicinity failed to pro-
duce any eye-catching performanc-
es. Suryakumar Yadav unleashes his 
full repertoire of shots as he finishes 
the India innings off in style. (APP)

BARCELONA: Barcelona president 
Joan Laporta said yesterday that the 
club may not be able to sign players 
in the January transfer window due to 
LaLiga’s financial fair play rules. Bar-
ca’s accounts are “healthy” again, La-
porta said, with an expected income 
this season of €1.23 billion (US$1.27 
billion) and a budgeted profit of €274 
million. “We had to make some levers, 
which were economic operations that 
saved the club from ruin, and now 
the club is in economic recovery,” 
Laporta told Spanish news agency 
EFE. “But despite that, according to 

the rules of financial fair play of the 
Spanish league, we cannot sign. “Us 
and some other LaLiga clubs are also 
trying to convince LaLiga to be more 
flexible, and allow us other types of 
interpretations that can make Barce-
lona even stronger,” he said. Barce-
lona recorded a profit of €98 million 
for the 2021-22 financial year, it said 
in September. To offset losses and 
comply with LaLiga’s financial fair 
play rules, the club sold 25% of their 
domestic television rights and a 49% 
stake in Barca Studios for more than 
€700 million. (Agencies)
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Imran Khan must face transparent probe for selling Toshakhana gift: Asif

Court orders re-run of chaotic 2021 Berlin election

Azerbaijan rejects French Senate resolution on sanctions against Baku

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Defence 
Khawaja Muhammad Asif on Wednes-
day said that the former prime minister 
must face a transparent probe for selling 
the Toshakhana gift of an expensive 
wrist watch gifted by the royal highness 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Ad-
dressing a live media talk here, the De-
fence Minister said his news conference 
intended to narrate the facts before the 
nation to provide the background for the 
recent scandal of Imran Khan. Khawaja 
said Imran Khan did huge mudslinging 
and vandalization of his political rivals 
during his tenure. He added that a letter 
pertaining to £190 million was presented 
in Khan’s cabinet that he secretly gave 

to Malik Riaz’s Bahria Foundation. “This 
is not new as Imran Khan’s dishonesty 
continued to reveal after his ouster from 
power. He orchestrated hoax narrative of 
foreign conspiracy and backed out from 
his own statements.” The way Khan per-
petrated false narrative and sold the pre-
cious gifts received from the dignitaries 
of a friendly country had damaged the 
honour and integrity of the county, he 
added. “We are not in a sound state in-
ternally due to our weak economy and 
owing to which it has reflection on our 
external relations as well”, he added. 
The Defence Minister alleged that Im-
ran Khan wanted Pakistan to go default 
and targeted army and its top official for 

satiating his personal whims. On one 
hand, he said Khan was following his 
so-called style of intimidation and on the 
other he was pleading behind the doors 
to the Army Chief for his help during his 
meeting arranged by the President. He 
accused that Khan had done financial 
misappropriation and was disqualified 
by the Election Commission of Paki-
stan which was all matter of record.  He 
pointed out that previous day scandal of 
selling toshakhana watches had two im-
portant things as the dates were manip-
ulated on which the wrist watches were 
sold in the market. The law was also ma-
nipulated to buy the toshakhana gifts on 
20% value. (APP)

BERLIN: A German court on Wednes-
day threw out the results of Berlin’s state 
election 14 months ago and ordered a 
re-run due to “systematic faults” in how 
the vote was carried out. In a ruling with 
national implications, Berlin’s consti-
tutional court found that the German 
capital, which is one of the country’s 16 
federal states, had failed to meet basic 
democratic standards with the Septem-
ber 26, 2021 ballot. “The linked elections 
for the state legislature and the (12) dis-
trict councils for the entire constituency 
have been declared null and void,” the 
court’s chief justice, Ludgera Selting, 
said. The exceedingly rare move means 
that nearly 2.5 million eligible voters 

will be called back to the polls, possibly 
shifting majorities after a very narrow 
win for centre-left Social Democrat 
(SPD) Mayor Franziska Giffey. Any up-
set could also shift the balance of power 
in the Bundesrat, the upper house of the 
federal parliament, which represents 
the regional states. Giffey, who leads a 
fractious coalition between the SPD, the 
Greens and the far-left Die Linke, called 
the court’s order “a difficult and chal-
lenging situation, particularly in the cur-
rent crisis” with soaring energy prices 
in the wake of the Ukraine war. Berlin’s 
chief voting officer set the new election 
date for February 12, 2023, which Giffey 
pledged would go off “smoothly”. (APP)

ISTANBUL: Azerbaijan on Wednes-
day rebuffed a French Senate reso-
lution calling for sanctions against 
Baku and its withdrawal from ter-
ritory liberated from Armenian oc-
cupation in 2020. The resolution 
was “completely far from the truth, 
reflects false and slanderous provi-
sions, and having the character of 
open provocation, serves to under-
mine the process of normalization 
of relations between Azerbaijan and 

Armenia,” said a statement from the 
Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry. While 
noting that the resolution was not 

legally binding, the ministry said it 
once again demonstrated the “bi-
ased and one-sided political position 
of France as a country that has de-
clared its intention to contribute to 
the normalization process. “In gen-
eral, all the far-fetched claims men-
tioned in the resolution are another 
indicator of the ignorance of its au-
thors about the historical facts and 
the current situation in the region.” 
(APP)

WFP says its first aid  
convoy since Ethiopia 

peace deal enters Tigray

Trump launches 2024 
White House bid

Joint sitting of parliament 
put off again until Dec 20

Land allotted for new  
police station in Islamabad

JICA to assist NTDC  
in strengthening of 

transmission system

French MPs mull  
banning bullfighting

Addis Ababa: The World Food Pro-
gramme said its first aid convoy 
since the signing of a landmark 
peace deal between Ethiopia’s gov-
ernment and Tigrayan rebels had 
arrived in the war-torn Tigray re-
gion on Wednesday. The restoration 
of aid deliveries to Tigray was a 
key part of the agreement signed in 
South Africa to silence the guns in 
the two-year conflict that has killed 
untold numbers of people and un-
leashed a humanitarian crisis in 
northern Ethiopia. “@WFP convoy 
just entered North West #Tigray via 
#Gondar corridor for the first time,” 
the UN agency said on Twitter, with 
a spokeswoman telling AFP it was 
the first to arrive in the region since 
the November 2 ceasefire agree-
ment. The WFP announcement 
followed the arrival on Tuesday of 
a medical aid convoy from the In-
ternational Committee of the Red 
Cross, the first ICRC trucks to arrive 
in Tigray since the deal between 
the Ethiopian government and the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF). (Agencies)

PALM BEACH: Donald Trump 
pulled the trigger on a third White 
House run on Tuesday, setting the 
stage for a bruising Republican nom-
ination battle after a poor midterm 
election showing by his hand-picked 
candidates weakened his grip on the 
party. “America’s comeback starts 
right now,” the 76-year-old former 
president told hundreds of support-
ers gathered in an ornate American 
flag-draped ballroom at his palatial 
Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida. 
“I am tonight announcing my can-
didacy for president of the United 
States,” said Trump, who filed his 
official 2024 paperwork with the US 
election authority moments before 
making his public announcement. 
Trump’s unusually early entry into 
the White House race is being seen 
in Washington as an attempt to 
get the jump on other Republicans 
seeking to be the party flag-bearer 
-- and to stave off potential criminal 
charges. Republicans are licking 
their wounds after disappointing 
midterms, widely blamed on the un-
derperformance of Trump-anointed 
candidates, and some are openly 
asking whether Trump -- with his 
divisive brand of politics and mess 
of legal woes -- is the right person 
to carry the party colors next time 
around. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf on 
Wednesday again put off the joint 
sitting of parliament till December 
20 (Tuesday) at 4 pm. The joint sit-
ting scheduled to be held earlier on 
November 18, will now be held on 
December 20. The NA speaker re-
scheduled the session in exercise of 
powers conferred by proviso to Rule 
4 of the Parliament (Joint Sittings) 
Rules 1973. Rule 4 of the Parliament 
(Joint Sittings) Rules 1973, states: 
“The speaker shall determine when 
a joint sitting shall be adjourned 
sine die or to a particular day, or to 
an hour of the same day: provided 
that the speaker may, if he thinks fit, 
call a joint sitting before the date or 
time to which it has been adjourned 
or at any time after the joint sitting 
has been adjourned sine die.” The 
present National Assembly had 
come into existence following the 
2018 general elections. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) on Wednesday has 
allotted 16 kanals of land for Bani 
Gala police station in Islamabad 
which would assist to ensure effec-
tive policing in the area and provide 
prompt relief to citizens. Following 
special interest of Federal Minister 
for Interior Rana Sanaullah Khan, a 
total of 16 kanals of land has been 
allotted for the Bani Gala police sta-
tion. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Japan Internation-
al Cooperation Agency (JICA) on 
Wednesday said that necessary 
technical support would be extend-
ed to National Transmission and 
Desptach Company (NTDC) for 
planning a new system diagram, 
preparation of training scenarios 
for enhanced simulator training 
and provision of countermeasures 
for blackouts and brownouts in the 
Power system.  The assurance was 
given by the JICA representatives 
at the 2nd high-level meeting of 
the Joint Coordination Committee 
(JCC) held at the NTDC Headquar-
ters, said a press release. The meet-
ing was attended by senior officer of 
the Power Division Islamabad, Joint 
Secretary Ministry of Finance & 
EAD Islamabad, Representatives of 
the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) headquarters Tokyo, 
the Chief Representative Pakistan 
Office, the Project Manager (Mr. 
Yoshida AEC Japan) and his team. 
The Managing Director NTDC Engr. 
Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan con-
vened the meeting along with his 
team. The first meeting of the same 
committee was held on December 
8, 2021.  MD NTDC, Engr. Dr. Rana 
Abdul Jabbar Khan said that with 
the passage of time, new technolo-
gies are emerging in the power sec-
tor. Resultantly, training and equip-
ment for strengthening the grid 
systems and operations and main-
tenance also require contemporary 
practices. (APP)

PARIS: French MPs are set to begin 
debating a ban on bullfighting on 
Wednesday, with a vote due later this 
month that has enraged lovers of the 
blood sport in the south of the country. 
The issue has split the ruling coalition 
of President Emmanuel Macron and 
the biggest opposition party, the far-
right National Rally, which is led by 
animal-lover Marine Le Pen. Despite 
having widespread public support, 
most observers expect the bid to fail 
as a majority of MPs fear a backlash in 
rural areas and bullfighting heartlands 
where the practice is a cherished cul-
tural tradition. “I think the majority of 
French people share the view that bull-
fights are immoral, a spectacle that no 
longer has its place in the 21st century,” 
the left-wing opposition MP behind the 
attempt to ban it, Aymeric Caron, told 
AFP earlier this year. A poll by the Ifop 
survey group earlier this year backs 
Caron’s claim, with 77 percent of re-
spondents approving of a ban, up from 
50 percent in 2007. MPs will begin dis-
cussing draft legislation during a hear-
ing of the parliament’s law commission 
on Wednesday. A full vote is scheduled 
for November 24, which would be the 
first time the national assembly has 
pondered outlawing a tradition that 
was idolised by artists from Ernest 
Hemingway to Pablo Picasso. (APP)
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Australia joins offshore wind alliance with  
ambition to become “renewable energy superpower”

Pressed by climate vulnerable nations, EU 
tweaks emissions goal

17 brands of mineral water unsafe  
for human consumption: PCRWR

CANBERRA: The Australian gov-
ernment has announced it will sign 
up for an international commitment 
to build more offshore wind proj-
ects.     In a speech to the 27th ses-
sion of the Conference of the Par-
ties (COP27) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) -- also known as 
COP27 -- in Egypt, Climate Change 
Minister Chris Bowen announced 
Australia will join the Global Off-
shore Wind Alliance (GOWA). The 
alliance aims to increase the glob-
al capacity of offshore wind power 

generation from about 60 gigawatts 
(GW) currently to 380 GW by 2030. 
Australia has no operational off-
shore wind projects but Bowen said 
it was an exciting opportunity as the 
country aims to become a “renew-
able energy superpower” under the 
Labor government. “Offshore wind 
offers exciting possibilities for Aus-
tralia’s energy system and will play 
a pivotal role in our transition to a 
clean energy future and our ambi-
tion to become a renewable energy 
superpower,” he said on Tuesday 
night. (APP)

SHARM EL SHEIKH: Developing 
nations admonished rich polluters 
for falling short on efforts to help 
them cope with global warming at 
UN climate talks Tuesday, as the 
EU vowed to speed its emissions re-
ductions. The COP27 conference in 
Egypt has been dominated by calls 
for wealthy nations to fulfil pledg-
es to fund the green transitions of 
poorer countries least responsible 
for global emissions, help build their 
resilience, and compensate them for 
climate-linked losses. At a wrap-up 
meeting for Tuesday’s negotiations, 
Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh 
Shoukry, the COP27 president, said 
technical sticking points were ham-
pering progress towards higher-lev-

el political negotiations on a range 
of issues. “Progress has been made, 
but certainly more remains to be 
done if we are to achieve the robust 
outcomes that will drive ambitious, 
and inclusive climate action,” he 
told delegates. The meeting comes 
as global CO2 emissions are poised 
to reach an all-time high this year, 
making the aspirational goal of 
limiting warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius compared to preindustrial 
levels ever more elusive. European 
Commission Vice President Frans 
Timmermans told delegates that the 
European Union would outperform 
its original plan to reduce its green-
house gas emissions by 55 percent 
by 2030. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Council 
of Research in Water Resources 
(PCRWR) in its first quarterly bot-
tled water quality monitoring report 
for the current fiscal year 2022-23 
issued here on Wednesday declared 
17 brands as unsafe for human con-
sumption due to microbial, chemi-
cal or both types of contamination. 
For the quarter of the year 2022 
(July to September),165 samples 
of mineral/bottled water brands 
were collected from 20 cities. A 
comparison of test results with the 
bottled water quality standards of 
the Pakistan Standards & Quali-
ty Control Authority (PSQCA) has 

revealed that 17 brands were un-
safe for human consumption. Nine 
brands (Andani Premium Drinking 
Water, Indus, Barsay, Best Natural, 
Faris, Nest Pure Live, Volvo, Eltsen, 
Dhoom) were found to be unsafe 
due to the presence of higher lev-
els of sodium. Two brands (Pure 
Handsome Water, Aqua one) were 
found unsafe due to the presence 
of high level of Potassium than 
the permissible limit, while, seven 
brands (Nayab Pure Life, Indus, 
ECO, NEO, Blue plus, Aqua Bello, 
Freshino) were found microbiolog-
ically contaminated and thus were 
unsafe for drinking purpose. (APP)


