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KIEV/MOSCOW/WASHINGTON:
Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky 
could be “lying on purpose to get us into 
a war,” Fox News host Tucker Carlson 
declared on Wednesday night. Zelen-
sky’s refusal to admit that a Ukrainian 
missile caused a fatal explosion in Po-
land makes him “not worth supporting,” 
The Ukrainian leader’s insistence that a 
Russian missile hit Poland “could get mil-
lions” killed, the Fox News host said. Zel-
ensky “was commanding the US to lead 
the Third World War immediately” after 
the blast, Carlson told his viewers. “The 
only problem is that it was completely 
and utterly wrong.” The Ukrainian lead-
er described the explosion, which killed 
two people, as a Russian attack on NATO 
territory and called on the West to put 
Russia “in its place” in response. Anony-
mous US intelligence officials seconded 
his claims in statements to the press.
The situation is “ridiculous,” Kiev’s lead-
ership is destroying confidence, a bloc 
official claims. Kiev has been accused 
of “openly lying” about a missile that hit 
Poland, the Financial Times reported on 
Thursday citing an unnamed diplomat 
from a NATO country. Ukraine rushed to 
pin the blame on Moscow, while the Rus-
sian Ministry of Defense stated that foot-
age from the site showed “elements of a 
missile from an S-300 air defense system 
used by the Air Force of Ukraine.”
President Vladimir Zelensky has toned 
down his claims that a Russian missile 

was responsible for the deaths of two 
people in a Polish village near the border 
with Ukraine. “I don’t know what hap-
pened this time. We do not know for a 
100%,” Zelensky conceded on Thursday. 
He was responding to a question about 
the incident during a panel discussion 
at the Bloomberg New Economy forum 
in Singapore, which he attended via vid-
eolink. “But I am sure that there was a 
Russian missile and I am sure we were 
launching air defense missiles,” he add-
ed. The incident happened on Tuesday 
evening, as Russia was hitting targets in 
Ukraine with a barrage of missiles. Zel-
ensky declared that the projectile was 
Russian and that its landing on Polish 
territory was an attack on NATO’s col-
lective security, urging retaliation.
Russia’s embassy in Poland was attacked 
by unknown culprits last week, the For-
eign Ministry’s deputy spokesman said 
on Thursday, adding that Moscow de-
mands that Poland open an investiga-
tion into the matter. Speaking at a reg-
ular briefing, Deputy Spokesman Ivan 
Nechaev revealed that “on the night of 
November 11 to November 12 unknown 
individuals attempted to attack our diplo-
matic mission in Warsaw twice.” Accord-
ing to Nechaev, they threw flares and 
bottles with flammable liquid over the 
embassy’s fence.
Russia’s strategic goals are out of reach, 
but its forces still hold one-fifth of the 
country, says US Joint Chiefs chairman. 

Ukraine’s string of recent battlefield suc-
cesses won’t bring a pure military victory 
“anytime soon,” but has established fa-
vorable conditions for negotiating with 
Russia, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said Wednesday. “A Ukrainian 
military victory—defined as kicking the 
Russians out of all of Ukraine to include 
what they define, well, what they claim, 
is Crimea—the probability of that hap-
pening anytime soon is not high,” Gen. 
Mark Milley told reporters at the Penta-
gon.
Vladimir Zelensky says he would agree 
to negotiations with Russia if they are 
conducted in a “public format” Ukrain-
President Zelensky has acknowledged 
that Kiev’s foreign backers have been 
speaking to him about the possibility of 
peace talks with Moscow.
Ukraine wants to make a spectacle out 
of peace negotiations, instead of earnest-
ly pursuing a diplomatic resolution to the 
conflict, Russian news agency RIA No-
vosti reported on Thursday, citing a Mos-
cow source. “Russia has not changed 
the position that it is open to negotia-
tions – unlike Kiev, which first requested 
[negotiations], then abandoned them, 
and now is ready to renew them but is 
putting forward inappropriate precondi-
tions,” the source was quoted as saying. 
“Kiev’s new idea of ‘public’ negotiations, 
which is an attempt to turn diplomacy 
into a TV show, proves the unserious-
ness of its intentions.” (Agencies)

–  Ukraine lied to NATO over missile strike – FT

Zelensky ‘lying’ to drag US into WW3 – US Media
–  Zelensky backtracks on missile claims – Russian Embassy in Warsaw attacked 

 – Ukrainian Military Victory Isn’t Near, But It’s a Good Time for Negotiations – Pentagon
 – Ukraine confirms signals from West on peace talks  

– Russia believes Ukraine is making a mockery of peace talks 

BANGKOK: French President Em-
manuel Macron said Thursday that an 
offer to cooperate with Australia on 
submarines still stood, after a bitter 
row over a cancelled contract last year 
threatened to torpedo relations. Ma-
cron was left furious when Australia’s 
previous prime minister Scott Mor-
rison abruptly tore up a contract for 
France to build a dozen diesel-pow-
ered submarines and announced a 

deal to buy US or British nuclear-pow-
ered subs. The row derailed relations 
and threatened to sink an EU-Austra-
lia trade agreement, but the two sides 
have made up since Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese took power in Can-
berra. The delivery of the new nuclear 
submarines could take years, poten-
tially leaving Australia short of capac-
ity at a time when China is increasing 
its assertiveness in the region. Speak-

ing in Bangkok a day after meeting 
Albanese on the sidelines of a G20 
summit in Indonesia, Macron said 
the French offer “remains on the ta-
ble”. He said France would not supply 
nuclear submarines to foreign coun-
tries, so the offer related only to con-
ventional vessels. He added it would 
guarantee Canberra’s “freedom and 
sovereignty”, noting that construction 
would be in Australia. (APP)

SEOUL: North Korea fired a short-
range ballistic missile on Thursday, 
Seoul’s military said, the latest in a 
record blitz of launches as Pyong-
yang warned of a “fiercer” military 
response to the United States and its 
allies. Washington has been seeking 
to boost regional security cooperation 
and ramp up joint military drills in 
response to increasing provocations 
from the nuclear-armed North, which 
views all such moves as evidence of 
US aggression. US President Joe 
Biden discussed North Korea’s re-
cent missile tests with Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping earlier this week, 
and also spoke with leaders from 
Tokyo and Seoul, as fears grow that 

the reclusive regime will soon carry 
out its seventh nuclear test. Washing-
ton’s moves to bolster its “extended 
deterrence” and stage joint exercises 
with regional security allies are “fool-
ish acts”, North Korea’s minister of 
foreign affairs, Choe Son Hui, said 
Thursday in a statement carried by 
state news agency KCNA. The more 
Washington boosts security coop-
eration with Tokyo and Seoul, “the 
fiercer the DPRK’s military counter-
action will be”, Choe said, referring 
to the North by its official name of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said the military had “detected 
around 10:48 am (0148 GMT) one 

short-range ballistic missile fired 
from the Wonsan area in Kangwon 
province”. The missile flew approxi-
mately 240 km (150 miles) at an alti-
tude of 47 km and speed of Mach 4, 
the military said.  “South Korea and 
the US reaffirmed their strong joint 
defense posture through joint mis-
sile defense drill conducted today,” it 
said, referring to a planned exercise. 
Japan also confirmed North Korea 
had fired a missile, with the prime 
minister’s office saying Pyongyang’s 
actions “including repeated launch-
es of ballistic missiles threaten the 
peace and safety of our country and 
the regional and international com-
munities”.  (APP)

Climate change fuelled rains behind deadly Nigeria floods

Pakistan’s annual GDP can fall 18-20% by 2050 
due to climate change risks: WB

Republicans take control of US House, 
Congress split: projections

Macron says Australia submarine cooperation offer ‘on the table

N. Korea fires missile hours after warning of ‘fiercer’ response

Paris: Heavy rains behind floods 
that killed over 600 people in Nigeria 
this year were about 80 times likelier 
because of human-induced climate 
change, scientists reported Wednes-
day. The floods mainly struck Nigeria 
but also Niger, Chad and neighbouring 
countries, displacing over 1.4 million 
people and devastating homes and 
farmland in a region already vulner-
able to food insecurity. Researchers 
from the World Weather Attribution 
(WWA) consortium said in a study 

that the floods -- among the deadliest 
on record in the region -- were directly 
linked to human activity that is exacer-
bating climate change. They matched 
long-term data on climate -- which 
shows the planet has warmed by about 
1.2 degrees Celsius (2.2 degrees Fahr-
enheit) since 1800 as carbon emissions 
have risen -- against weather events. 
The heavy rainfall that sparked the 
floods was 80 times likelier because of 
“human-caused climate change,” ac-
cording to their findings. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s annual Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) is at risk of 
falling by 18 to 20 percent by 2050 due 
to the combined risks from the inten-
sification of climate change and envi-
ronmental degradation in the country 
if the climate change issues are left un-
addressed.  “The combined risks from 
the intensification of climate change 
and environmental degradation, unless 
addressed, will further aggravate Pa-
kistan’s economic fragility; and could 
ultimately reduce annual GDP by 18 to 
20 percent per year by 2050, based on 
the optimistic and pessimistic scenari-
os”, a report recently published by the 
World Bank said.  Between 6.5 and 9.0 
percent of GDP will likely be lost due 
to climate change (in the optimistic 
and pessimistic scenarios, respective-
ly) as increased floods and heatwaves 
reduce agriculture and livestock yields, 
destroy infrastructure, sap labour pro-
ductivity, and undermine health, the 

report further said. Additionally, water 
shortages in agriculture could reduce 
GDP by more than 4.6 percent, and 
air pollution could impose a loss of 6.5 
percent of GDP per year.  The use of 
water for non-agricultural purposes is 
likely to increase significantly with cli-
mate change. Under a high-growth (4.9 
percent per year) and high-warming 
(3°C by 2047) scenario, water demand 
is projected to increase by almost 60 
percent, with the highest rates of the 
increase coming from the domestic 
and industrial sectors, the report said.  
It added that climate warming will 
account for up to 15 percent of this 
increase in demand. This heightened 
demand will result in unintended con-
sequences that deprive downstream 
areas of water rights. The competition 
among sectors will necessitate in-
ter-sectoral tradeoffs that will likely be 
made at the expense of water for agri-
culture. (Agencies)

Washington: Republicans on Wednes-
day took control of the US House of 
Representatives from Democrats, 
networks said, narrowly securing a 
legislative base to oppose President 
Joe Biden’s agenda for the final two 
years of his term -- and leaving power 
in Congress split. The slim Republi-
can majority in the lower house of 
the US legislature will be far smaller 
than the party had been banking on, 
and Republicans also failed to take 
control of the Senate in a historically 
weak performance in the November 
8 midterm elections. NBC and CNN 
projected the victory for Republi-
cans with at least 218 seats in the 
435-member House of Representa-
tives -- the magic number needed to 
take control. This came a week after 
millions of Americans went to the 
polls for the midterms, which typical-
ly deliver a rejection of the party in 
the White House. Biden congratulat-
ed top House Republican Kevin Mc-
Carthy “on Republicans winning the 
House majority” and added that he 
was “ready to work with House Re-
publicans to deliver results for work-
ing families.” Last week’s vote, he 

said, was “a strong rejection of elec-
tion deniers, political violence and 
intimidation” and demonstrated “the 
strength and resilience of American 
democracy.” Tweeting soon after the 
projection was called, McCarthy said 
that “Americans are ready for a new 
direction, and House Republicans are 
ready to deliver.” The news came one 
day after former president Donald 
Trump -- who loomed large during the 
election cycle, and whose endorse-
ment appears to have doomed some 
of his party’s candidates -- announced 
a new run for the White House. With 
inflation surging and Biden’s popular-
ity ratings cratering, Republicans had 
hoped to see a “red wave” wash over 
America, giving them control of both 
houses and hence an effective block 
over most of Biden’s legislative plans. 
But instead, Democratic voters -- gal-
vanized by the Supreme Court’s over-
turning of abortion rights and wary 
of Trump-endorsed candidates who 
openly rejected the result of the 2020 
presidential election -- turned out in 
force and Republicans lost ground 
with candidates rejected by moderate 
voters as too extreme. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A road transport 
agreement has been signed between 
Pakistan and Russia to pave way for 
promoting commercial and public re-
lations between both countries. Fed-
eral Minister for Communications 
and Postal Services Maulana Asad 
Mahmood had an important meeting 
with Russian Transport Minister Vita-
ly Savelyev in which an international 
road transport agreement was signed. 
On the occasion, the Minister said 
Russia was a resource-rich and tech-
nologically advanced country. “This 
agreement will pave way for establish-
ing commercial and public relations 
between the two countries. The agree-

ment will provide a framework for the 
movement of passengers and goods 
trade between the two countries,” he 
said. He said it would make travel and 
delivery of goods easy between Pa-
kistan and Russia. “Pakistan exports 
fruits, garments, surgical instruments, 
leather and agricultural products to 
Russia. On the other hand, Russia 

is the fourth largest LNG exporting 
country in the world and has offered 
to sell LNG to Pakistan at a lower price 
than other countries,” he said. He was 
of the view that this agreement be-
tween Pakistan and Russian was need 
of the hour. It may be mentioned that 
through this agreement, transport op-
erations would be carried out on basis 
of road transport permits, which will 
be provided free of cost to the trans-
porters by the competent authorities of 
both countries. A joint working group 
would be formed soon to streamline 
the operational rules and regulations 
and to examine issues related to its 
implementation. (APP)

Pakistan, Russia sign road transport agreement
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KP CM lays foundation stone of Swat Motorway Phase-II

Imran Khan used KP’s helicopter like Chanchi rickshaw: PMLN leader

MRI machine inaugurated in PIC

ANP submits adjournment motion on
PTI govt’s poor policies

CM Mahmood lays foundation stones
of different projects at Malakand

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan on 
Thursday laid the foundation stone 
of 80 kilometers long Swat Motor-
way Phase-II starting from Chakda-
ra to Fatehpur. This motorway will 
be completed at a cost of Rs36.404 
billion and the project would be 
constructed by December 2024. The 
chief minister was told that it will 

consist nine interchanges and eight 
bridges on River Swat besides inter-
linking with different highways of 
Malakand Division. Mahmood Khan 
said it was mega road communi-
cation project that would benefit a 
large number of people. He said it 
was a gift of the provincial govern-
ment for the people of KP especially 
Malakand division and Swat. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Muslim 
League-N Khyber Pakthunkhwa spokes-
man and Member Provincial Assembly, 
Ikhtair Wali Khan has said that Pakistan 
Tahrik e Insaf chairman Imran Khan 
had used the Khyber Pakthunkhwa 
government’s helicopter like a ‘Chan-
chi’ rickshaw and the ruling party in the 
province was trying to protect the illegal 
expenses through bringing an amend-
ment in laws. Talking to reporters, he 
claimed that PTI has brought a bill in 
KP Assembly to protect the illegal use 
of KP Government’s helicopter during 
2008-2022 by Imran Khan. He further 

claimed that the bill was an attempt to 
waive off about Rs 5,000 million expens-
es’ incurred to the government’s kitty 
due to illegal use of the official helicop-
ter by the PTI Chief for personal gains 
during the said period. He maintained 
that the opposition parties in KP assem-
bly would oppose such a person-specific 
bill and hinted to challenge it in court of 
law and would approach NAB.  Ikhtair 
Wali said that social media influencers 
were recruited by the PTI government to 
promote Imran Khan’s personal agenda, 
adding Rs 35,000 per month was being 
paid to each social media influencer 

from the tax payers money despite the 
fragile economy of the province. The 
PML-N leader said that Imran Khan had 
himself negated his so-called slogans of 
the ‘imported government and regime 
change’ during a recent interview to a 
foreign journal and asked him to ten-
der an apology to the nation for his false 
claims. He said the former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan had made attempts to 
create a dent in Pakistan relations with 
the United States but failed to do so. He 
said Imran Khan has become a security 
risk and that Pakistan and the PTI Chair-
man can’t go together any more. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Minister for 
Health, Taimur Salim Jhagra Thursday 
inaugurated Magnetic Resonance Imag-
ing (MRI) machine at Peshawar Institute 
of Cardiology (PIC) and said the state-of-

the-art machine would further improve 
healthcare delivery system in the hospi-
tal.  He said PIC has achieved a prom-
inent position among ten best hospitals 
of the country due to provision of facil-

ities and availability of best machines 
and equipment.  He said so far 20,000 
patients suffering from cardiac ailments 
have been provided free treatment in the 
hospital in last two years. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood Khan on 
Wednesday strongly condemned the 
attack on a police mobile van that re-
sulted in martyrdom of six policemen 
in Lakki Marwat district and sought a 
report from the Inspector General of 
Police (IGP), Muazzam Jah Ansari in 
that regard. In his condemnation mes-
sage, the Chief Minister said it was a 
tragic and condemnable incident in 
which “our six policemen were mar-
tyred”. Mahmood Khan said the KP 
police had rendered matchless sacri-

fices for the cause of the nation and 
such cowardice attacks “will not de-
ter their resolve to fight the menace 
of terrorism on our soil”. The Chief 
Minister also prayed for eternal peace 
to the departed souls and courage for 
the bereaved families to bear the irrep-
arable loss with fortitude. It merits a 
mention here that six police officials 
were martyred when their vehicle was 
attacked by terrorists in Lachai Jangal 
near Wanda Shopkhel in Kurram Par 
Landeva area in Lakki Marwat district 
on Wednesday morning. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan on 
Thursday laid the foundation stone of 
Burns and Trauma Centre at District 
Headquarter Hospital Batkhela in 
Malakand district. It would be com-
pleted at a cost of Rs1.4 billion and it 

will have the capacity to treat 1,177 
patients per month. The Chief Min-
ister also laid foundation stones of 
blood disorder and cardiology treat-
ment centres besides a Govt degree 
college and a public library in Batkhe-
la. (Agencies)

RPO Malakand directs crackdown against criminals

RPO visits martyred ASI’s home

PESHAWAR: Regional Police Offi-
cer (RPO) Malakand Sajjad Khan 
on Thursday directed tightening 
the noose around criminals and 
anti-social elements, allowing no 
one to pollute the peaceful envi-
ronment. He has further directed 
the police officials to perform their 
duties in a professional manner for 
maintenance of law and order, and 
protection of lives and properties of 
the people. He was addressing the 

officers of district police Dir Lower 
and Station House Officers (SHOs) 
during his visit to the district on 
Thursday. On arrival in Dir Lower, 
he was accorded a warm welcome 
by District Police Officer (DPO) 
Ikramullah Khan while in Police 
Lines, a smart contingent of police 
presented guard of honour to him. 
He also offered Fateha at the mon-
ument of police martyrs and laid a 
wreath there. (Agencies)

LAKKI MARWAT: Regional police 
officer (RPO) Bannu Region Syed 
Ashfaq Anwar on Thursday visit-
ed the bereaved family of Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector (ASI) Alam Din 
who embraced martyrdom during 
an armed attack on mobile-van of 
Lakki Marwat Police the other day. 
RPO Syed Ashfaq Anwar visited 
Abakhel, the hometown of the mar-
tyred ASI where he offered Fateha 
and condolence to the bereaved 
family members. 
The senior police official assured 
the family members of the mar-

tyred Alam Din that the sacrifices 
rendered by the jawans of the de-
partment would not go in vain. He 
maintained the bereaved families 
would not be left alone, adding,  all-
out efforts would be made for the 
welfare of the families whose loved 
ones offered sacrifices in the line of 
duty. 
The RPO, while expressing his 
pride over the chain of sacrifices 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police, 
affirmed commitment to combat 
terrorism in all its forms and mani-
festation. (APP)

E-stamp papers launched in Lakki Marwat 
LAKKI MARWAT:Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner Tariqullah Khan 
on Thursday formally launched the 
issuance of e-stamp papers in the 
district. Speaking on the occasion 
the ADC said that the issuance of 
e-stamp papers was a revolutionary 
step towards e-governance in line 
with the vision of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government to ensure qual-
ity and instant service delivery for 
the masses while upholding trans-
parency and merit in departments. 
He said the initiative would help put 

an end to the unethical practice of 
issuing stamp papers on back dates 
besides minimising land-related dis-
putes. He said it would ensure trans-
parency in the sale and purchase 
of properties by setting the exact 
market value of the property and 
preventing tax evasion and fraud. 
Tariqullah Khan said that e-stamp 
papers could also be verified online 
and added residents of Lakki Mar-
wat could download them from the 
website; www.estamp.kp.gov.kp.
(Agencies)

Trucks head on collision claims lives of two persons

Unknown gunmen shot two persons dead

Account opening of flood affectees in progress

KP CM inaugurates Rescue-1122 station

Death anniversary Senator Haji Adeel on Nov 18

Sports gala to be organized for youth soon: Mayor

Kohat Police arrest most-wanted PO

PESHAWAR: Two persons died and 
another two injured when trucks 
coming from opposite direction col-
lided head on at Mathani area here on 
Thursday, police said. The tragic inci-
dent occurred at Zangali village near 
Kohat Road due to wrong overtaking 

by the drivers. As result of which Umar 
Gul (30) and Javed Khan (36) died on 
the spot while Jamil Khan and another 
person sustained critical injuries. The 
injured were shifted to Lady Reading 
Hospital. Police have registered the 
case and started investigation. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Unknown gunmen 
shot two people dead in Gulo Baha-
ra locality of Suleman Khel in the 
jurisdiction of Police Station Badh-
ber, said a police spokesman on 
Thursday.  The bodies of both de-

ceased killed mercilessly have been 
shifted to City Morgue under the 
supervision of police through Edhi 
Ambulance.  The identity of both 
deceased couldn’t be ascertained. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: On the directives of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment, the teams of Bank of Khyber 
(BOK) are busy in the process of 
opening flood victims’ accounts.  
According to an official handout 
issued here on Thursday, Assistant 
Commissioner (AC) Tank Aminul-
lah visited the District Secretariat 

and reviewed the accounts open-
ing process and also supervised 
the biometric verification.  The as-
sistant commissioner was told that 
the biometric verification process 
of 243 flood affectees would be 
completed today and then cheque 
books would be handed over to 
them. (APP)

DIR LOWER: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan on 
Thursday formally inaugurated 
Rescue 1122 Tehsil Adenzai Sta-
tion here to provide emergency 
services to local people.  Accord-
ing to a statement issued here by 
Rescue-1122 Lower Dir, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Emergency Service 
Rescue 1122 provided services in 
more than 11 thousand emergen-
cies since the beginning of regular 
operational services in Lower Dir.  
Deputy Commissioner Dir Lower 
Zubair Niazi in a briefing said that 

the Rescue 1122 station in Tehsil 
Adenzai would be constructed at 
a cost of 74 million. KP CM, MPA 
Humayun Khan, MPA Malik Shafi-
ullah and MNA Mehboob Shah in-
augurated the Rescue 1122 Station 
Tehsil Adenzai.  District Emergency 
Officer Abrar Ali was also present 
on the occasion.  On the occasion, 
the CM said”Rescue 1122 is cur-
rently providing the best emergen-
cy services on the front line against 
any emergency across the province 
besides imparting basic life and fire 
safety training to the public.” (APP) 

PESHAWAR: 6th death anniversary 
of veteran politician Haji Mohammad 
Adeel is being commemorated to-
day (Friday).  Late Haji Mohammad 
Adeel, a Hindko speaker, was from a 
family of anti-imperialists, the son of 
Hakeem Abdul Jalil (Hakeem Sahib 
an active member of Non-Violence 
and Khudai Khidmatgar Movements 
against the British Empire in the 
Sub-Continent and was the president 
of All India National Congress Com-
mittee Peshawar District. He was a 
close colleague of Bacha Khan and 

Mahatama Gandhi and Member of 
Central working committee of Con-
gress.  Haji Mohammad Adeel begun 
his political career from the platform 
of National Awami Party (ANP) and 
later associated with Awami Nation-
al Party (ANP) for several decades.  
During his political career, he served 
as finance minister and deputy 
speaker of the provincial assembly 
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. He was 
elected as member of the provincial 
assembly in consecutive elections of 
1990, 1993 and 1997.  He had also 
represented Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
in the National Finance Commission 
of Pakistan and also member of the 
standing committees on Interior, De-
fence, Defence Production, Textile 
Industry, Information and Broad-
casting and Functional Committee 
on Problems of Less Developed Ar-
eas. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar, Haji 
Zubair Ali on Thursday inaugurat-
ed the Leeds College T20 Cricket 
Tournament here at the Gymkhana 
Cricket Ground.  Speaking on the 
occasion, he said, soon a sports gala 
would be organized for the youth, 
and it will be sponsored at the offi-
cial level. Mayor Peshawar cut the 
cake and inaugurated the cricket 
league by wearing regular crick-
et shorts.  Haji Zubair Ali said that 
sports activities should be organized 
for the youth very soon so that the 
young generation can be saved from 
bad activities. “We will be able to 
work in which we have allocated a 
budget for sports, we will bring for-

ward the talent of the young gener-
ation and provide them all kinds of 
facilities,” he added.  He said that 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has produced 
famous players in sports including 
Jahangir Khan, Jansher Khan, Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Imran Sr. Iftikhar 
and scores of other games who and 
other players highlighted the coun-
try.  They said that equipment will 
be provided for cricket, hockey, table 
tennis, squash and other sports, and 
a room will be built in the gymkhana 
in which free facilities will be pro-
vided to the players. Haji Zubair Ali 
inspected the gymkhana ground and 
issued orders for supply of lighting, 
pitch cover, furniture there etc. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District Police Kohat 
have arrested a most-wanted pro-
claimed offender (PO), Sher Moham-
mad alias Gul Sher during an intelli-
gence-based operation.  The PO was 
wanted to police in connection with 
terrorism-related cases including at-
tacks on security forces, possession 
of explosive material, kidnapping, 
extortion, murder/attempted murders 
and other dozens of heinous crimes, 
said a press release issued here on 
Thursday.  The arrested proclaimed 
offender had unleashed a reign of 
terror in Tough locality of the district 
and shot two women dead in their 
house on Eid-ul-Azha Day.  The PO 
was operating a gang of inter-district 
criminals involved in lawlessness in-

cidents in Kohat, Karak, Hangu and 
other districts. His links with banned 
organizations are also being investi-
gated.  In a press briefing regarding 
the arrest, Superintendent of Police 
(SP), Operation (Kohat), Bilal Ah-
mad said that on the directives of the 
District Police Officer (DPO) Kohat 
Shafiullah Gandapur, a crackdown 
against proclaimed offenders and 
anti-social elements was continuing 
in the district.  He said that an intelli-
gence-based operation joint operation 
of the Police and Elite Force was car-
ried out in Talab Banda, a suburban 
locality of Kohat city during which the 
most-wanted proclaimed offender, 
Sher Mohammad alias Gul Sher was 
arrested after some resistance. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 227.25 229.5

China Yuan 31.32 31.57

Japanese Yen 1.6 1.64

Saudi Riyal 62.6 63.2

U.A.E Dirham 64.7 65.3

UK Pound 279.2 282

Euro 243.5 246

Australian Dollar 149.49 150.74

Canadian Dollar 166.47 167.82

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
147600 

Rs. 
135299 

Rs. 
129150 

Rs. 
110700

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
126600 

Rs. 
116049 

Rs. 
110775 

Rs.  
94950

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12660 

Rs.  
11605 

Rs.  
11078 

Rs.  
9495

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
358900 

Rs. 
328989 

Rs. 
314038 

Rs. 
269175
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Rulers and dignitaries get gifts from host countries whenever 
they go on foreign visits, and those gifts are, as per law, de-
posited in Toshakhana. However, if a person wants to use the 
received gifts for his personal use, as per the law, he can do 
so by depositing the specified value in the government trea-
sury. Every ruler in the past has benefited from this option in 
the past. Chairman PTI and ex-premier Imran Khan has also 
received expensive gifts from heads of several countries that 
also included a set of valuable watches and a ring by the Sau-
di Crown Prince. Imran Khan allegedly bought these gifts by 
paying 20percent and later sold them at higher rates abroad. 
He neither DECLARED them in his assets with the Election 
Commission nor the FBR. Thus, the ECP took the action and 
declared Imran Khan’s action as against the rules and also 
ordered the government to register a criminal case against 
him. However, Imran Khan and other leaders of his party 
continued to say that they had taken the said gifts by paying 
the price according to the law, but they could not present any 
concrete evidence in this regard. Now, Umar Farooq, a busi-
nessman from Dubai who bought the above-mentioned gifts, 
has revealed to the media that in 2019, Imran Khan’s advisor 
for accountability Shehzad Akbar and Farah, a close friend of 
Imran Khan’s wife came to his office in Dubai with gifts which 
he bought by paying $2 million dollars. According to Umar Fa-
rooq, the actual value of these gifts was one crore two million 
dollars i.e. one billion 70 crore rupees. It will be difficult for 
Imran Khan to defend himself after the revelation of the real 
buyer of these gifts.  Actually this incident has defamed Imran 
Khan’s position as well as Pakistan’s reputation abroad. Thus, 
it is necessary to get access to the real facts by conducting 
a comprehensive investigation and then in the light of these 
facts, action should be taken according to the law.

Toshakhana case requires comprehensive probe

WHILE looking through the Global 
Trustworthiness Index 2022 I re-
called two instances of early 1990s 
related to my friends. One of those 
friends was doing house job after 
completing MBBS, once he said that 
being a doctor entails a great deal of 
responsibility because people share 
such a personal detail with doctors 
which I sometimes wonder that 
probably it may not be possible to 
share such information even with 
your spouse. Then he stressed that 
besides professional competence 
there should be significant emphasis 
on moral development of doctors to 
cope with exposure to sensitivities 
of medical treatment. One day when 
we met to our other friend, in a hos-
pital where he was pursuing a course 
of medical technician, we found him 
quite furious; upon inquiry he named 
a doctor and said I simply can’t tol-
erate the doctor here because today 
when the doctor was examining a 
young lady he was extending his 
access where it wasn’t required. In 
the report 59% respondents rated 
doctors as trustworthy, which means 
doctors survived the test of credibil-
ity overtimes and proved to be the 
guardian of personal information of 
their patients/clients. Report further 
suggests, “While 57% say the same 
about scientists, with teachers in 
third place at 52%. As in previous 
years, politicians are considered the 
least trustworthy with just twelve per 
cent considering them trusted. They 
are followed by government minis-
ters (16%) and advertising execu-
tives (18%). ” Clergy as a profession 
stands at number eleven earning 
trustworthiness of 26% respondents 
and remained forth for untrustwor-
thiness by 40% of respondents. A 
few weeks back in a meeting in my 
office I commented on a picture of 
two renowned religious scholars of 
Pakistan, one of those pursued ca-
reers in judiciary & education and 
has recently been ranked among top 
ten most influential Muslims global-
ly while other is in politics. My guest 
a family member of former respond-
ed to my skepticism of both being 
together and said actually in politics 
it is always about negotiating posi-
tions, exerting pressures, manipula-
tions, slogans and exaggerated pro-

jections which attract attention of 
potential constituencies; therefore, 
people find space to malign a reli-
gious political leader. But this report 
equally undermines religious lead-
ers if not exactly Muslim religious 
leaders; however, trustworthiness of 
religious leadership remained under 
scrutiny in numerous countries and 
certainly needs attention to restore 
their respect. Demonstrating trust-
worthiness is critical to our success. 
When people know they can count 
on you to do what you say you will 
do, it builds trust, leading to better 
outcomes. It is more important than 
ever to demonstrate trustworthiness 
in today’s environment. Why? Be-
cause flood of information and dom-
inating social media led overarching 
cynicism in human society. However, 
an absence of trust can turn partners 
into opponents, making it hard to 
get things done. Trust is one of the 
most critical things in human rela-
tions. When we trust someone, we 
are willing to put our confidence in 
them, allowing us to cooperate and 
collaborate. When we trust some-
one, we are also more likely to share 
information with them for effective 
and efficient procedures. Converse-
ly, lack of trust impedes progress, 
eliminates confidence on institu-
tions and peoples both leading to 
unrest and chaos in a society. It is 
because of this reason that some in-
stitutions such as judiciary and po-
lice are required to earn maximum 
trust of the public to maintain peace 
and harmony. But surprisingly both 
of these institutions have failed to re-
cord sufficient trust of public even in 
countries such as United States, Italy 
and Japan. According to the website 
of Merrimack College, “In many pro-
fessions, it’s easy to overstate the im-
portance of the job. But in the case 
of our educators, it’s more likely that 
people will underestimate the impor-
tance of teachers in our society. For 
those who have dedicated their lives 
to teaching others, it’s good to reflect 
on the vital importance well-educat-
ed, quality teachers play in shaping 
the world around us. Taking on the 
task of shaping young minds is a big 
responsibility. To say that teachers 
can change lives is not an exagger-
ation. The truth is, outside of their 

own home, one of the biggest role 
models in a young person’s life is 
standing at the front of the class-
room. Teachers are people to look 
up to and emulate. Nearly everyone 
has a teacher (in many cases, quite a 
few teachers) who they admired and 
who provided them with an example 
of how to conduct themselves. ” It 
was indeed pleasant to see teachers 
at number three in the index. To-
gether with doctors and scientists 
top three slots clearly indicate where 
societies are successful in delivering 
the promise. It is all about dedica-
tion and commitment which earns 
trust of the society. There is no space 
for manipulations, exaggerations 
and complacence to earn respect 
and trust of masses as it is evident 
that advertising executives, business 
leaders and civil servants are at the 
bottom in terms of trustworthiness 
and also occupy top upper slots for 
untrustworthiness. It emphasizes 
the need for relevant education-
al and training programs for these 
professions to inculcate conscien-
tiousness among those who aspire 
to pursue their careers in these ar-
eas. Defence forces are among top 
five professions to secure maximum 
trustworthiness of their people little 
more than ordinary men/women. It 
means discipline facilitates people 
to deliver duties responsibly ac-
cording to common expectations. 
However, interesting observation is 
to note trustworthiness for ordinary 
men/women. All these professions 
emerge from respective communi-
ties; people from the society chose 
these professions and perform given 
duties. Then what happens when we 
join these occupations and start los-
ing trust of others. Is it the environ-
ment of that particular profession? 
Is it about surrounding forces which 
compel nonconformities? Or is it the 
self-interest which deviate innate 
tendencies?
Wh is the reason but results suggest 
it is not the usual environment which 
is to blame but the specific settings 
of these professions which need at-
tention to earn trustworthiness of 
relevant societies.

Courtesy Pakistan Observer
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     Trustworthiness index
— By Dr Abdus Sattar Abbasi

Following the Bharatiya Jana ta 
Party’s (BJP) decision to unilat-
erally revoke Kashmir’s semi-au-
tonomous status in August 2019, 
Pakistan downgrad ed diplomat-
ic ties with In dia and suspended 
bilater al trade. However, despite 
tensions, both sides quiet ly en-
gaged in backdoor di plomacy at 
the National Se curity Advisors’ 
level, which paved the way for the 
resto ration of the Line of Control 
(LOC) ceasefire in February 2021. 
Since its restoration, the LOC truce 
has held and the ceasefire viola-
tions have de clined from 5,100 
in 2020 to zero in 2021. Likewise, 
the backchannel ef forts to restore 
bilateral trade also made head-
way. In March 2021, Im ran Khan’s 
government agreed to re sume the 
import of cotton and sug ar from 
India but then backtracked fearing 
public backlash. When Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif was sworn in 
after Khan’s removal in a parlia-
mentary vote of no-confidence in 
April, he ex pressed the desire of 
forging “per manent peace” with 
India. Indi an Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi was one of the first 
leaders to felic itate Sharif on be-
coming the prime minister. Sepa-
rately, Pakistan’s For eign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto was also willing to 
engage so long as In dia showed 
“sincerity of purpose.” However, 
the Indo-Pak backchannel has hit a 
dead-end for two reasons. First, the 
Pakistan Army’s ongoing leader-
ship transition, prevailing po litical 
uncertainty in the country, and 
general elections which are due in 
2023. Second, both sides are un-
willing to show flexibility in their 
maximalist positions. For instance, 
Pakistan wants India to take some 
steps to reverse the August 2019 
ac tions in Kashmir, while Delhi 
wants Islamabad to resume trade 
first. India also tried to further 
harden its position on Kashmir by 
planning the September 2023 G20 
Summit in Srinagar but then back-

tracked due to the unwillingness of 
some foreign leaders to participate. 
The Indian move did not go down 
well with Pak istan. The resultant 
friction prevent ed the Indian and 
Pakistani foreign ministers from 
interacting with each other on the 
sidelines of the Shang hai Cooper-
ation Organization sum mit held in 
Tashkent in September. Though 
the India-Pakistan back channel 
negotiations have hit a dead end, 
Track-II diplomacy between both 
sides is continuing. In 2022, retired 
Indian and Pakistani diplo mats, 
former security personnel, and in-
telligence officials met four times 
for Track-II talks in Bangkok, Mus-
cat, and London. The last round 
of the India-Pakistan Track-II was 
held in Oman on September 17-18 
where delegates from both sides 
participat ed in the South Asia Se-
curity Con ference. The event was 
co-organ ised by the Internation-
al Institute of Strategic Studies 
(IISS), London, and the Near East 
South Asia Centre of the National 
Defence University, US. During the 
conference’s various “off the re-
cord” sessions held behind closed 
doors, both sides engaged in ex-
tensive discussions on terrorism, 
Kashmir, and the normalisation 
of trade. However, the main focus 
of the conference was exploring 
the possi bility of resuming the In-
do-Pak talks. Indian External Af-
fairs Ministry’s Spokesperson for 
Pakistan, Afghan istan, and Iran JP 
Singh, and two former intelligence 
officials partic ipated in the South 
Asia Security Conference. From 
Pakistan, former foreign secretary 
Jalil Abbas Jilani, the special repre-
sentative for Af ghanistan Muham-
mad Sadiq Khan, and Brigadier 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhatti, the director of 
strategic communication in the In-
ter-Services Intelligence participat-
ed in the conference. 

Courtesy The Nation

A road to nowhere?
— By Dr Ameena Tanvir

Old and forgotten
I would like to draw attention to the 
plight of government pensioners 
who have been retired for 25 years 
or more. The salaries at that time 
were quite low and consequently, the 
pensions were meagre. Now, every 
time there is an increase in pension 
announced by the government, both 
old and new pensioners get the same 

percentage increase, which is quite 
unfair. As per the last increase, of 10 
per cent, pensioners who have been 
retired for 25 years or more got an 
increase of rupees four to seven thou-
sand. Meanwhile, the recently retired 
would have gotten an increase of two 
to seven times that amount. There-
fore, I request that the government 
address the genuine grievances of 

old pensioners. These senior citizens, 
who gave their youth and middle age, 
the most valuable part of their life, to 
the country are being crushed by in-
flation. They are struggling to survive 
and no one in power seems to care..

– Sqn Ldr(r) Tarique M Malak
– Rawalpindi

Letter to the Editor

Freedom of expression is a funda-
mental human right, besides a fun-
damental human faculty to subsist 
in the world. Freedom of expression 
comes with four dimensions. The 
first dimension is that freedom of ex-
pression gives liberty, though under 
certain reasonable restraints, to ex-
press oneself by speaking or writing. 
The availability of freedom of expres-
sion nudges one to create an idea or 
hold an opinion to express without 
any coercion. Only can expressed 
views be shared. Views that remain 
unexpressed are unshared, depriv-
ing others of the opportunity to dis-
cern. Creation, expression and shar-
ing of views embody a democratic 
society, the progress of which hinges 
on the ability of its members to ques-
tion prevailing norms and traditions. 
Dynamism comes with change. For 
instance, to write a column and com-
ment on a news article is freedom of 
expression. Conversely, not question-
ing makes society stagnant. Interest-
ingly, eastern societies like Pakistan 
are ever ready to seek benefits from 
the west, but they themselves tend 
not to be dynamic. The reason is that 
rendering a society destitute of new-
ness keeps the society conserved. 
The same factor makes society pan-

der to the dictates of monopolies. 
The second dimension is that free-
dom of expression entails the right 
to be heard and the conjoined right 
to participate in the debate. That is, 
the right to know and reach the truth 
is a significant part of the freedom 
of expression. In this dimension, 
those in power may see their power 
challenged. In developing countries 
such as Pakistan, it is still difficult 
to decide what one should say and 
what not. To meet the challenges of 
the given complex world, the free 
exchange of ideas and information 
is vital to reach plausible potential 
solutions. It is equally implausible 
to accept that certain views are in-
describable or that certain forms 
of power are unchallengeable. The 
“sacred cows” phenomenon offers 
a major impediment. Nevertheless, 
the religious domain is changing. 
Modernism has swallowed funda-
mental Islamism. Rigid norms are 
also ceding space to inventiveness. 
One reason for the transformation 
could be that the world is in a state of 
flux. Globalization has eroded local 
norms, nationalistic boundaries and 
ideological precincts. For instance, 
the rise of a non-white to the position 
of the Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom (UK) is a lesson to learn 
about the transformation. What was 
prohibited in the past is permissible 
now. The UK had been left behind 
after the coloured Barack Obama’s 
rise to the Presidency in the United 
States in 2009. Two major democra-
cies have shown that they have been 
transformed and that a similar future 
of accommodation waits for human-
ity. The third dimension is the right 
to seek out information in order to 
express it. Without collecting infor-
mation, one cannot express it. This 
is true, especially for journalists. In 
a developing country like Pakistan, 
journalists remain cautious of their 
safety in case they seek informa-
tion that the state authorities tend 
to withhold. For instance, Pakistan 
failed to predict its economic melt-
down. Years ago, ideology was ev-
erything, and then came the turn of 
politics. Now, the economy is every-
thing. Frequent changes in the office 
of the Finance Minister since 2018 
articulate what crisis has engulfed 
Pakistan. In reality, the Finance Min-
ister is running the country. The rest 
falls in line.

Courtesy Daily Times

Freedom of Expression: Dimensions
— By Dr Qaisar Rashid
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Need stressed to curb smuggling, illicit trade in 
counterfeit products

Senate Committee meets at PIM

Crackdown launched against 
substandard, spurious medicines in Tank

Four petrol pumps sealed

Muqam inaugurates Islamabad’s renovated museum

ISLAMABAD: The Federation of Pa-
kistan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry’s United Business Group 
(UBG) Thursday demanded the gov-
ernment that smuggling and illicit 
trade in counterfeit products needs 
to be curbed without further delay 
to protect the organised industry and 
consumers. Talking to a delegation 
of industrialists and traders led by 
Chaudhary Ghulam Mujtaba MD Vi-
tal Tea, UBG Chairman Shahzad Ali 
Malik said every country in the world 
is grappling with the issue of paral-
lel economy and Pakistan is not all 
alone in this scenario. He said there 
is no right way of accurately mea-
suring the undocumented part of the 
economy.
Hence, the size of Pakistan’s shadow 
economy is estimated to be in range 
of 30-50pc of the nation’s total re-
ported GDP by various studies using 
different methodologies. He said the 
shadow or informal economy refers 
to economic activities taking place 
outside the tax and regulatory sys-
tem, and may or may not have any 
backward or forward linkages with 
the organised sector. He said the 
problem with Pakistan is that the 
size of the unreported economy has 
grown so high that it is now bearing 
down on formal sectors, penalising 
taxpayers, undermining tax collec-
tion, intensifying market distortions 
and creating an uneven field for 

organised businesses. He said the 
existence of unregulated economic 
activities across almost every seg-
ment of business underlines poor 
governance, weak tax administra-
tion, corruption and lack of political 
will to take action against of shadow 
economy mafia. Leader of the dele-
gation Chaudhary Ghulam Mujtaba 
said the size of unregulated econo-
my was not the single issue Pakistan 
was currently dealing with. He said 
black economy, smuggled and coun-
terfeit products are now snatching a 
bigger market slice from the organ-
ised sector, besides fostering further 
growth in illicit trade at the expense 
of consumers and industry. He said 
this is in addition to the government 
forfeiting large revenues through un-
collected taxes that could have been 
used to build economic and social 
infrastructure to boost productivity, 
generate employment opportunities 
and create surplus for exports.
He said it is, indeed hard to docu-
ment every unregulated sector, how-
ever many informal micro and small 
businesses linked to organised sec-
tors will always exist and continue 
to indirectly contribute to economic 
growth, therefore they need not to 
regulated vigorously but unchecked 
smuggling and illicit trade must be 
curbed without any further delay to 
strengthen the national economy, he 
concluded. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Chairperson of Senate 
Standing Committee on Industries and 
Production Khalida Ateeb on Thursday 
presided over a meeting at the Paki-
stan Institute of Management (PIM). 
The meeting was attended by other 
members of the Committee while the 
Senator Saifullah Niazi participated in 
the meeting through webcam.  Execu-
tive Director PIM Muhammad Syed Ul 
Haque briefed the Senate body in de-
tail about the functioning, performance 
and challenges being faced by the in-
stitution. He informed the Committee 
that the institute had been imparting 
management training, management 
education and management consult-
ing. About the financial affairs of the in-
stitute, the ED informed that although 

the PIM was government funded how-
ever the institute was now covering 
60% of its expenses from its own gen-
erated revenue. He said the institute 
introduced 13 new training programs 
during the year 2021-2022. About 265 
training programs were carried out 
which were participated by 2498 can-
didates during the year 2021-2022, 
he told. The Senate body members 
stressed upon increasing the market-
ing of trainings being imparted by the 
PIM. The Executive Director PIM said 
the institute could perform better if it be 
made an independent body through an 
Act. He apprised the Senate body that 
PIM required approval from HEC for 
degree awarding charter and space for 
its regional office in Islamabad. (APP)

TANK,: The district health department 
has launched a crackdown against 
spurious, substandard and unregis-
tered medicines in the city. In this re-
gard, Drug Inspector Rehmat Shah, 
in line with the directions of the Dep-
uty Commissioner, on Thursday visit-
ed around 20 medical stores on Dera 
Ismail Khan road and opposite to 
District Headquarters Hospital and is-
sued show cause notices to three med-
ical stores for not abiding by relevant 
laws. During the visit, he examined 
the quality of medicines and collected 
nine samples for re-analysis in a testing 

laboratory. Two cases were also sent to 
the Provincial Quality Control Board 
(PQCB) for further action. He checked 
narcotic registers for controlled drugs 
and issued instructions for maintain-
ing it properly and asked them not to 
dispense the controlled drugs without 
the prescription of a registered medical 
practitioner. The Drug Inspector also 
directed the retailers to ensure pur-
chasing of medicines from authorized 
distributors and added action against 
violation of drug rules, sale of expired 
and substandard drugs would continue 
indiscriminately. (APP)

ISLAMABAD :Adviser to Prime Minis-
ter for Political, Public Affairs, Nation-
al Heritage and Culture, Engr Amir 
Muqam here on Thursday inaugurated 
the recently renovated Islamabad Mu-
seum that serves visitors, researchers, 
students and heritage professionals. 
The inauguration was followed by 
introductory briefing of organization 
while PM’s aide also chaired an im-
portant meeting at Department of 
Archeology and Museum (DOAM). 
PM’s aide on the occasion said the new 
extension of Islamabad Museum will 
open new vistas for cultural heritage 
visitors. A total of 46 artifacts confis-
cated in the USA have been repatri-
ated to Pakistan and are displayed in 
the museum. The new artifacts from 
reserve collection of Islamabad mu-
seum have also been displayed in the 
museum while the new artifacts from 
reserve collection of Islamabad mu-
seum have also been displayed in the 
museum. This recent renovation and 
extension of museum has made great 
impact on the visitors, researchers, 
students and heritage professionals 
and preserving the history has always 
been priority of the world nations and 

in this regard Museums play vital role.  
Adviser to Prime Minister said that Is-
lamabad museum is home to cultural 
heritage and encompass the entire his-
tory from old age to later Mughal pe-
riod. In Islamabad, an effort has been 
made to delineate the saga of evolution 
of cultures and civilizations in Pakistan 
through display of artifacts and works 
of arts. The Museum covers the history 
of Pakistan through artifacts displayed 
in chronological order, incorporating 
one of the earliest man-made tool, 
dating back to 2 million years, collect-
ed from Soan Valley, nine thousands 
years old objects from Mehrgarh (Bal-
uchistan), artifacts of world celebrated 
Indus valley civilization and statutory 
of Gandhara Civilization. He said the 
Islamabad Museum has been reno-
vated to extend the splendid attractive 
and informative display of the museum 
and the Heritage division has taken 
strong and result-oriented initiatives to 
reactivate all the departments working 
under it. Federal Secretary National 
Heritage and Culture Fareena Mazhar, 
Director General DOAM and other se-
nior officials were also present on the 
occasion. (APP)

BISE Faisalabad
announces Inter part-I result

State-land worth 
Rs.3 mln recovered

FAISALABAD: Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary Education, Faisalabad 
announced Intermediate part-I Annu-
al Examination result 2022 here on 
Thursday. A ceremony was held at 
Commissioner office presided over 
by Chairman/Commissioner Muham-
mad Shahid Niaz while Secretary 
board Dr Saleem Tiqi Shah, control-
ler examinations Dr Muhammad Ja-
far Ali and others concerned officials 
were present on the occasion. The 
Commissioner uploaded the result 
on website www.bisefsd.edu.pk by 
pressing a button at 10 a.m. As many 
as 51,657 students out of total 112,614 
were declared pass. The successful 
rate of the students  recorded 45.87 
percent. The students can check their 
result through the website or by send-
ing their roll numbers through SMS 
800240. (Agencies)

SARGODHA: Anti Corruption Es-
tablishment (ACE) on Thursday re-
trieved state land worth Rs 3 million 
from illegal occupants. ACE spokes-
man said here on Thursday that on 
the direction of Regional Director 
ACE, Asma Ejaz Cheema, Assistant 
Director Investigation Tasawer Abbas 
Bossal  along with the team conduct-
ed raid at Chak 142-NB and  retrieved 
the land worth Rs. 3 million from the 
squatters. Further investigation was 
under way. (APP)

SARGODHA: In a crackdown against 
illegal petrol agencies, a team of civil 
defence on Thursday sealed four pet-
rol agencies in the city. Civil Defence 
Officer Saira Rafique Khan along 
with his team visited Lahore road, 
Pull Laksian, Tehri, 87 chak and cho-
ki Bhagat area and sealed four petrol 
agencies and one LPG shop for sell-
ing petrol on higher rates. (APP)

Pakistan possesses potentials to enhance trade with ASEAN countries: Meher Kashif
ISLAMABAD: Federal Tax Ombuds-
man’s Coordinator Meher Kashif 
Younis on Thursday said Pakistan has 
huge potential to enhance its volume 
of trade with the Association of South 
East Asian Nation (ASEAN).Talking 
to a delegation of industrialists and 
traders led by Mian Zeeshan Elahi, 
he said today  the trade volume of 

ASEAN countries has exceeded $3.3 
trillion, which is likely to improve 
further in the near future, he said 
adding that Pakistan’s trade volume 
with ASEAN countries is $11 billion, 
which is much less than its current 
potential. He said China is already 
working closely with ASEAN neigh-
bors to resolve problems and improve 

the efficiency of trading, particularly 
with the development of the digital 
economy. He said the practical appli-
cation of this cooperative approach is 
also seen in the framework provided 
by the Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership(RECP) agreement 
which unites the region in the world’s 
largest trade agreement. (APP)

10-day festival ‘Women Move Mountains’ 
will start from Dec 1

ISLAMABAD: A 10-day Pakistan 
Mountain Festival will start here from 
December 1 with the theme of “Women 
Move Mountains” at Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA), said a joint 
press briefing here on Thursday. It is a 
public advocacy event by DEVCOM-Pa-
kistan that is largest festival promoting 
mountains and its people. Mountain 
heritage and culture has been vanishing 
due to urbanisation and climate impact, 
said Munir Ahmed, CEO, DEVCOM-Pa-
kistan. Women are important for craft 
management, its branding and pack-
aging and this year, we will focus on 
this, he said. Fareena Mazhar, Secretary 
National Heritage and Culture Division 
said that mountain festival is an im-
portant tool to educate people towards 
climate change and the threats to envi-
ronment. Pakistan is badly affected by 

climate change and its cultural heritage 
is also being affected and it is the time 
to think about it. Abdul Sattar Khokhar, 
Senior Joint Secretary, National Heri-
tage and Culture Division said our rich 
cultural heritage belongs to mountains 
including Kalasha culture that high-
lights mountain women empowerment. 
Director General, PNCA, Ayub Jamali 
said PNCA organizes and supports var-
ious activities to promote cultural heri-
tage, tourism, environment and other is-
sues for creating awareness among the 
young generation. The event is being 
organized by Development Commu-
nications Network, Devcom-Pakistan 
in collaboration with PNCA,  National 
Heritage and Culture Division, Pakistan 
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and 
National Rural Support Program (APP)

Blind murder resolved: police arrested real brother

DC Abbottabad chairs
district steering committee meeting

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commission-
er Abbottabad Tariq Salam Marwat 
on Thursday said that Improving the 
health sector and providing better 
health facilities to the masses was the 
top priority of the district administra-
tion and all resources would be uti-
lized in this regard.  These views were 
expressed by Deputy Commissioner 
Abbottabad Tariq Salam Marwat while 
chairing the District Steering Com-
mittee meeting here at his office. In a 
meeting, Divisional Monitoring Offi-
cer Syed Sohaib Shah gave a detailed 
briefing regarding the performance of 
the health department and the imple-
mentation of the decisions taken in the 
previous meeting.He stressed on the 
permanent basis deployment of staff 

at all primary health centers and RHCs 
in Abbottabad’s tourist area Galiyat, 
alongwith the supply of medicines, so 
that health facilities were available to 
the citizens in any untoward situation. 
Tariq Salam Marwat emphasized mea-
sures to complete the staffing of DHQ, 
Primary Health Center, and RHC, 
eliminate general duties and provide 
convenience and best medical services 
to the citizens and expressed hope 
that the health department would per-
form well. Apart from this, he direct-
ed regarding the supply of medicines, 
attendance of staff should be ensured 
in Haveliyan, Nathiagali, all RHCs in-
cluding DHQ and best facilities should 
be provided to patients, and tourists 
coming to the streets. (APP)

IRSA releases  
94,000 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD :Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Thursday released 
94,000 cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 63,300 cusecs.
According to the data released by 
IRSA, water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1518.87 feet and 
was 120.87 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,398 feet. Wwater inflow and 
outflow in the dam was recorded as 
26,700 cusecs while outflow as 48,000 
cusecs. The water level in River Jhe-
lum at Mangla Dam was 1145.55 feet, 
which was 95.55 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water was recorded 13,600 
cusecs and 23,000 cusecs respectively. 
The release of water at Kalabagh, 
Taunsa , Guddu and Sukkur was re-
corded 58,500, 39,100, 33,900 and 
13,100 cusecs respectively. Similarly, 
from River Kabul, a total of 13,100 
cusecs of water released at Nowshera 
and 3,800 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (Agencies)

Shifting heavy traffic to Lyari Expressway to resolve 
city’s traffic problems by half: Murtaza Wahab

Nearly 4.4m SIMS involved in illegal grey traffic blocked

KARACHI: Administrator Karachi Bar-
rister Murtaza Wahab on Thursday 
said that half the traffic problems of the 
city would be addressed by shifting the 
heavy traffic to Lyari Expressway. “Re-
ducing traffic pressure on major roads 
and arteries is a top priority of the pro-
vincial and city administrations. Improv-
ing infrastructure of the city will main-
tain traffic flow. Efforts will be made 
to provide 1,000 acres of land near the 
Northern Bypass for truck stands,” he 
said views while talking to a delegation 
of Karachi Goods Carrier Association at 

his office here, according to a statement. 
The delegation, headed by President 
of Karachi Goods Carrier Association 
Noor Khan Niazi, called on Murtaza 
Wahab  and discussed other transport 
issues, including the Mauripur Truck 
Stand. General Secretary of the associ-
ation Ghulam Mohammad Afridi and 
relevant officers of KMC were also pres-
ent on the occasion. Murtaza said that 
he agreed in principle with transferring 
heavy traffic from other roads of the city 
to Lyari Expressway as this move was in 
the wider interest of the city. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA), in 
its efforts to eradicate menace of 
illegal grey trafficking, has identi-
fied a total of 4,395,566 Subscriber 
Identification Modules (SIMS) and 
subsequently blocked them in last 
three years (2020-2022)  with the 
resolve to curb illegal grey telepho-
ny, Minister for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication 

Syed Amin-ul-Haq told National 
Assembly. In a written reply to the 
question of Moulana Abdul Akbar 
Chitrali, said the  respective Cellu-
lar Mobile Operators (CMOs) were 
fined Rs 150 million  due to irreg-
ularities. The SIMS were blocked 
to safeguard potential losses. No 
CMO itself has been identified in 
using such SIMs for grey traffic ter-
mination. (APP)

KHANEWAL: Police claimed to have 
resolved mystery of blind murder case 
after arresting real brother of the slain 
through investigation. According to 
DPO Naeem Azeez Sindhu, accused 
confessed his crime before the investi-
gation team. Talking to journalists, he 
said police registered a murder case of 
local citizen, Muhammad Usman and 
issued necessary guidelines for the ar-
rest of the killer. A special investigative 
team headed by SDPO Sadar Circle 
was constituted to hold the killer at ear-

liest. DPO said the police was informed 
about the missing of the slain by his 
brothers. Next day, police found body 
in beheaded position. The team started 
collecting evidence after registering FIR 
with City Police Station on the report 
of the victim’s brothers. During close 
investigation, it was discovered that 
Muhammad Imran and Muhammad 
Sufian, killed their real brothers Mu-
hammad Usman. DPO said the accused 
won’t be spared from punishment and 
dealt with iron hands. (APP) AC Quetta seals  

five milk shops
QUETTA: Assistant Commissioner 
(AC) Quetta City took action against 
profiteers and sealed 5 milks shops and 
later, sent 5 shopkeepers to jail after ar-
resting them at Faqir Muhammad Road 
area of Quetta. Assistant Commission-
er, Atta-ul-Manium said that no com-
promise would be made on the official 
price list under any circumstances. He 
said that on the instructions of Deputy 
Commissioner Mir Shahak Baloch, ac-
tion would be continued against those 
who sell expensive milk. He said that 
action would be taken against dairy 
farms in the second phase in order to 
ensure control price list in the area to 
facilitate the public. (APP)
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Sehar Khan expresses gratitude as ‘Farq’ gets nod of approval
ISLAMABAD: Budding Pakistani ac-
tress Sehar Khan extended overwhelm-
ing gratitude at the brilliant response 
and appreciation she has received 
for her ongoing drama serial ‘Farq’. 
Starting her acting career from drama 
serial ‘Sanwari’, the diva managed to 
garb audience attention for all the right 
reasons. After ‘Sanwari’, Khan landed 
many back-to-back hit projects and 
wowed fans with her charismatic per-
sonality and phenomenal acting skills. 
Recently, Khan took to her social media 
handle and shared few of her adorable 

clicks while thanking audience for lov-
ing her on-going serial ‘Farq’. “Grateful 
and thankful to all of you for showering 
so much love on our Farq” Khan cap-
tioned. The starlet also spilled the beans 
on what’s next in much-talked-about 

tale “Keep showing love, there is so 
much more to come in the upcoming 
episodes” Furthermore, the veteran ac-
tor Faysal Quraishi also took to his offi-
cial Instagram account and dropped the 
gripping poster showing the current re-
cord breaking TRP of much-loved seri-
al. On the professional front, Quraishi is 
all set for his production and directorial 
debut in upcoming films ‘Money Back 
Guarantee’ and ‘Sorry: A Love Story’ 
while Khan was last seen in blockbust-
er drama serial ‘Zakham’ alongside 
Aagha Ali. (Agencies)

15 held on illegal fishing 
in Balochistan

53 flour mills served 
show-cause notices

QUETTA: The Fisheries Department 
of Balochistan on Thursday detained 
another trawler arresting 15 people 
on suspicion of illegal fishing in the 
coastal belt of the province. Director 
General Fisheries Saifullah Khaitran 
told newsmen that as many as 15 
people have been detained during the 
action of the fisheries department. 
“The patrolling team is working day 
and night within its ambit to keep eye 
on the illegal fishing,” he said and 
stressed that those involved in ille-
gal fishing would not be spared. The 
Fisheries department is committed to 
safeguarding its coast from the mafia 
involved in illegal fishing. (Agencies)

MULTAN: The district food authori-
ty served show-cause notices to the 
owners of 53 mills during an inspec-
tion of  the 70 flour mills in fortnight, 
Deputy Director Food Asif Raza said.
A total amount of Rs. 936,015 was 
recovered in the wake of fine from 
the said flour mills with wheat quota 
of the eight ones suspended in first 
fifteen days of the current month, it 
was claimed. As many as two FIRs 
were registered for embezzlement 
in flour quota with Rs. 915,000 fine 
imposed as well. Asif Raza said there 
was no shortage of flour while its 
abundant stock was present in the 
division. (Agencies)

People with disabilities ‘indispensable part’ of society: DC

Wildlife painting exhibition starts tomorrow

SUKKUR: People with disabilities are 
a pivotal part of society, said Depu-
ty Commissioner Sukkur, Shehzad 
Thaheem on Thursday. He was ad-
dressing an awareness walk held in 
connection with the International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities. The 
DC said that Special Education Cen-
tres of Sukkur were giving various 

services, including pick and drop fa-
cility, uniform, books and a monthly 
stipend to persons with disabilities.  
He urged people to send children 
with disabilities to special education 
centers rather than keeping them at 
home so that they could work side by 
side with other members of society 
and lead a purposeful life. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Thursday dismissed a petition against 
former prime minister and chairman 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Imran 
Khan’s long march towards Islamabad. 
A three-member SC bench headed by 
Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial and 
comprising Justice Ayesha A Malik and 
Justice Athar Minallah heard the peti-
tion of former president of the Supreme 
Court Bar Association Kamran Murta-
za against PTI’s long march. During the 
course of proceedings, Kamran Mur-
taza argued that according to Fawad 
Chaudhry, the long march would reach 
Islamabad on Friday or Saturday and 
this could affect normal life in the fed-
eral capital. Long march was the right 
of PTI but the rights of common man 
should not be affected, he added. Jus-
tice Ayesha Malik inquired whether 
the government had made any mech-
anism to regulate the protests. Justice 
Athar Minallah remarked that it was 
a matter for the executive and advised 
the petitioner to approach them. He 
said that the judiciary could intervene 
only in exceptional circumstances. He 
asked why should the court interfere 
when the administration could control 
the situation? Senator Kamran Murta-
za said that the matter had gone too far 
as one person was killed in PTI’s long 
march. Justice Ayesha Malik inquired 
that PTI’s long march has been going 
on for a long time, had he approached 
the administration? She asked what 
was haste in the case of long march 
and what was the negligence of the 
administration? Senator Kamran Mur-
taza said that an entire province had 
been paralyzed due to the long march. 
Justice Athar Minallah said that if 
someone violated the laws, the execu-
tive had wide powers. He asked would 
not the administration and parliament 
be weakened by the intervention of the 

judiciary? Justice Ayesha Malik asked 
the petitioner to mobilize the adminis-
tration to play its role. Every day there 
were protests in many places includ-
ing Parliament in Islamabad, she said 
and asked had he ever approached 
the courts against other protests? She 
asked why the intervention of the court 
was required only in the long march of 
a particular political party. Chief Justice 
Umar Ata Bandial said that the peti-
tioner had mentioned past violations in 
the application. The Long March was 
a political issue that could be solved 
politically, he added. He said that inter-
ference in such issues created a strange 
situation for the court. Addressing the 
petitioner, the Chief Justice said that he 
(Kamran) had mentioned an audio in 
his application which mentioned bring-
ing weapons. Audio was true or false 
but it could disturb the law and order 
situation, he added.  He asked did the 
people in the long march of May 25 had 
weapons? The right to protest was not 
unlimited but subject to constitutional 
limits, he added. The Chief Justice said 
that the request for H-9 ground was giv-
en for PTI’s May 25 long march. When 
the administration refused to give H-9 
ground, the Supreme Court intervened, 
he added.  He observed that despite the 
allocation of the H-9 ground, the crowd 
went to D-Chowk. Addressing the pe-
titioner, the Chief Justice said that he 
wanted the Supreme Court to play the 
role of Deputy Commissioner. Appar-
ently, the court’s intervention in the 
case of Long March would be prema-
ture, he added. Senator Kamran Mur-
taza said that it seemed that the admin-
istration could not control the situation. 
Justice Athar Minallah while talking 
to Kamran Murtaza said that he was a 
senator and he should strengthen the 
parliament but he had approached the 
court on the basis of assumption. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: An exhibition of paint-
ings featuring wildlife and gems of 
nature by artists Ahsan Qureshi and 
Kamran Qureshi will open here on 
November 18 at Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA). The three-
day show aims to generate collective 
actions to conserve nature where the 
existence of humans is dependent on 
wellbeing of all other living things. Both 
the artists are brothers who spent their 
lives chasing wild game set in pristine 
wilderness that taught them to appre-
ciate the flawless design and harmony 

of all creation, said the organizers. “We 
have used many a canvas to express 
ourselves, sometimes by portraying 
the nature, sometimes by being part of 
it. We are self-taught weekend artists. 
Both of us share a passion for conser-
vation of nature. Our artwork aim to 
showcase gems of nature in their nat-
ural habitats and at their best. We hope 
to inspire people around us so that we 
take collective actions to restore the 
balance of nature before it is too late,” 
said Kamran Qureshi while talking to 
reporters (APP. 

Show-cause notices issued to 
MS Wah and Taxila hospitals over negligence

SC dismisses petition against PTI’s long march

RAWALPINDI :Provincial Health 
Minister Dr Akhtar Malik paid a 
surprise visit to Wah Cantt General 
Hospital and Tehsil Headquarters 
Hospital Taxila late Wednesday night 
and ordered the concerned to issue 
show-cause notices to both Medical 
Superintendents (MS) of the hos-
pitals over negligence in duties and 
poor performance. According to a 
release issued here Thursday, the 
Minister checked the attendance reg-
ister of both hospitals and suspended 
doctors, pharmacists, and adminis-
trative officers of the Taxila hospital 
over absent from duty. He interacted 

with the patients admitted to the hos-
pitals and inquired about the avail-
ability of the medicine and treatment 
facilities. The Minister said that pro-
viding the best healthcare facilities 
to the province’s residents was the 
priority of the Punjab government, 
and no compromise would be made. 
Akhtar also warned that he would 
continue to pay surprise visits to dif-
ferent provincial hospitals and take 
stern action over those not perform-
ing duties. DMS Taxila Hospital Dr 
Nabila Kashif and Dr Asif Hameed 
were also instructed to report to the 
Health Department. (APP)

SSP holds ‘Khuli Kutchery’ 
to address citizens’ complaints

RAWALPINDI: Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Operations 
Rawalpindi Waseem Riaz Khan un-
der the Punjab government’s open 
door policy held a ‘Khuli Kutchery’ 
here on Thursday in Police Lines 
Headquarters to address complaints 
of the citizens. According to a Po-
lice spokesman, the SSP issued di-
rectives to the officers concerned 
to take action and submit detailed 
reports on the complaints submit-
ted by the citizens in ‘Khuli Kutch-
ery’. Assistant Sub-Inspector, Kalar 
Syedan was charge-sheeted on the 
poor investigation in a case and two 
constables, Raza Shah and Akash 
were suspended on corruption 
complaints. The SSP also issued 
the order to charge-sheet a Traffic 
Warden Inspector Abdul Waheed on 
a charge of misbehaving with a citi-

zen. He directed the Stations House 
Officers of the police stations to re-
main present for at least three hours 
from 3 pm to 6 pm in their respec-
tive police stations to hear public 
complaints. 
The SSP said that negligence on part 
of the officials concerned would not 
be tolerated.  He informed that the 
‘Khuli Kutcheries’ were being held 
to provide the citizens immediate 
relief and address their complaints 
besides, it also helped improve stan-
dards of policing.  He issued orders 
to the officers to complete inquiries 
and send reports within the given 
time frame. All-out efforts were be-
ing made to ensure the dispensation 
of speedy justice purely on merit 
to the people and improve service 
delivery standards in the district. 
(APP)

Train driver died after 
cardiac arrest

MULTAN: Train driver died due to 
cardiac arrest at local Khyber Mail 
staying at cantonment railways sta-
tion, an official of Railways said. The 
deceased Shahid Latif moved from 
Lahore to Multan by Khyber Mail Ex-
press. Today, he was found dead at 8 
a.m at drivers running room attached 
with the train. His body was forward-
ed to native town, Lahore on direction 
of DS Railways local Division, Hamad 
Hassan Mirza by ambulance. (APP)

Rs 12.2 bln aid being given to 55,400 flood victims: CM
LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi on Thurs-
day said that a total of Rs 12.20 bil-
lion in aid was being given to 55,400 
flood victims. The government was 
giving 2.8 lakh rupees each to the 
owners of 47,500 mud houses and 4 
lakh rupees each to the owners of 8 
thousand concrete houses, he added. 
Addressing the ceremony of distrib-
uting relief funds to the flood victims, 
the CM said that valuable work had 
been done by armed forces, Akhuwat 

and NGOs for the victims. “I went to 
different areas of DG Khan to assess 
the situation”, he said and added that 
thousands of houses and schools 
were washed away by the floods. He 
also commended the efforts of offi-
cers who lend a helping hand and 
noted that Sania Nishtar developed a 
wonderful distribution system in two 
months. The transparency of the aid 
program was unprecedented as the 
record was available on the PDMA 
system, he added. (APP)

Balochistan govt installs air quality monitoring stations
QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
ernment has installed Air Quality 
Monitoring Stations (AQMS) in the 
province to analyze air quality on reg-
ular basis. Parliamentary Secretary 
for Environment Mahjabeen Sher-
an inaugurated the newly installed 
technology here on Tuesday. The 
provincial government had planned 
to install 10 AQMS in the border ar-
eas with an estimated cost of Rs 100 
million, an official of the Balochistan 
government told APP. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
already advertised to appoint techni-
cal staff to run the technology to mon-
itor the compliance of environmental 
laws at development and industrial 
sites. The government is taking steps 
to ensure the installation of all AQMS 

at the earliest and within the ap-
proved funds to protect the environ-
ment and curb air pollution. He said 
the AQMS would be installed at var-
ious sites, including Taftan, Chaman, 
Gwadar, Khuzdar, Hub, Loralai and 
other locations. The official said that 
all available resources would be uti-
lized to protect the natural resources 
which were necessary for preserving 
green environment. The government 
had given approval for the establish-
ment of the province’s first-ever en-
vironmental laboratory in Lasbela to 
ensure the protection of environment 
and marine life. The environmental 
research laboratory will help identify 
and contain the toxic contaminants 
affecting the quality of water, soil, and 
air in the province. (APP)

RBISE announces HSSC 
Part-I Exam 2022 results

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Board of 
Intermediate and Secondary Educa-
tion (RBISE) on Thursday announced 
the result of the Higher Secondary 
School Certificate (HSSC) annual ex-
amination Part-I, 2022. According to 
RBISE Chairman Muhammad Adnan 
Khan, out of a total 74,537 enrolled 
candidates 72,281, including 41,386 
female and 30,895 male students, ap-
peared in the examination. A total of 
66,119 were regular while 6,162 were 
private students. Assistant Controller 
Conduct, Assistant Controller Secre-
cy and several other members of their 
teams were also present on the occa-
sion. Controller Examinations RBISE, 
Mehmood Awan informed that a total 
of 23,695 candidates remained suc-
cessful with 32.78 being the overall 
pass percentage. A total of 48,391 
candidates failed the exams while 
2242 remained absent, he said. (APP)

Airports must not be constructed on political motives : Saad
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Civil Aviation 
and Railways Khawaja Saad Rafique on 
Thursday said that the airports must not 
be constructed in the country on political 
grounds as such adventures had subse-
quently proved burden on national kitty. 
Answering the questions of members of 
National Assembly (MNAs) in the Lower 
House of the Parliament, during question 
hour, he said from out of 47 airports, 17 
was non functional in the country due to 
their inability to generate revenues due to 

low percentage of passengers.  The field 
planning of non functional airports was 
not made on commercial basis, he said 
adding that a plan was being devised to 
start the services of 70 seat planes after 
getting them on lease for making non 
functional airports as viable and function-
al. With the induction of 70 seat planes, 
non functional airports could attract 
passengers, he added. He said he had 
devised a plan to make Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA) as profitable. This 

was not possible in four to six months 
period, however continuity of policies 
could ensure making the national carri-
er as profitable, he added. Saad Rafique 
said the government was planning to 
officially designate Sukkur and Dera Is-
mael Khan airports as international air-
ports for earning reasonable profits. A 
new airport would be constructed Dera 
Ismael Khan. The runway of Quetta air-
port was also being upgraded,he added. 
(Agencies)

International Education Expo to be held on Nov 20
ISLAMABAD: An international edu-
cation expo will be held on November 
20 (Sunday) at the private hotel where 
students will find opportunities to study 
abroad in top-ranked universities in-
cluding Australia, Canada UK, USA 
and Germany. According to the orga-
nizers, students interested in studying 
abroad would meet the staff for one on 
one sessions to explore study options 
and find eligibility. The students will 
get an opportunity to meet with expert 
counsellors and official representatives 
of foreign universities and get details 

about admissions, scholarships, and 
visa information for the upcoming 
2022 intakes. In the complementary 
study fair, students would be able to 
select the courses and would get on-
the-spot admissions and scholarship 
assessments. Students would also be 
able to compare, explore and apply to 
top-ranked universities’ groups such as 
Russel Group, G8, Ivy League, U15, or 
TU9. Organizers have encouraged also 
participation of the parents in this fair 
to help their kids in taking this import-
ant decision in their careers. (APP)

Covid-19 infection may reactivate
several latent viruses in body: Study

ISLAMABAD: Covid-19 can reacti-
vate several latent viruses lurking 
in the body’s cells following previ-
ous infections, particularly in peo-
ple with chronic fatigue syndrome, 
according to a study. The findings, 
published in the journal Frontiers 
in Immunology, contribute to our 
understanding of the causes of my-
algic encephalomyelitis/chronic fa-
tigue syndrome, also known as ME/
CFS, and prospects of reaching a 
diagnosis. 
Severe, long-term fatigue, post-ex-
ertional malaise, pain and sleep 
problems are characteristic signs 
of the disease. The causes of the 
condition are not known with cer-
tainty, although it has been es-

tablished that the onset in most 
cases follows a viral or bacterial 
infection. “Our study now shows 
that objective measurements are 
available that show physiological 
differences in the body’s reaction 
to viruses between ME patients 
and healthy controls,” said Anders 
Rosen, professor at Linkoping Uni-
versity, Sweden, and leader of the 
study. The extensive spread of the 
SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus during 
the Covid-19 pandemic gave re-
searchers a unique opportunity to 
study what happens in people with 
ME/CFS during a mild virus infec-
tion and compare this with what 
happens in healthy controls, Med-
ical Daily reported. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

6 Business
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Friday 18 November 2022

Asian markets sink as rate hike woes return to the fore

Tokyo’s Nikkei index closes lower after US losses

HONG KONG: Trading was subdued 
in Asia on Thursday as the optimism 
that characterised recent sessions was 
dealt a blow by data showing a resil-
ience among US consumers that gives 
the Federal Reserve room to keep hik-
ing interest rates. Two reports show-
ing inflation easing in the world’s top 
economy provided a springboard for 
world markets over much of the past 
week as investors took the readings 
to mean almost a year of monetary 

tightening was finally kicking in. But 
on Wednesday the commerce depart-
ment said retail sales jumped far more 
than expected last month, suggesting 
Americans are still able to weather 
the higher inflation and interest rate 
environment. That was compounded 
by comments from a top Fed official 
that she did not see the bank stopping 
hiking and indicating she was willing 
to push borrowing costs above five 
percent, from the current 3.75-4.0 

percent. San Francisco Fed President 
Mary Daly told CNBC: “Somewhere 
between 4.75 and 5.25 seems a rea-
sonable place to think about as we 
go into the next meeting. “And so that 
does put it in the line of sight that we 
would get to a point where we would 
raise and hold.” “Pausing is off the ta-
ble right now, it’s not even part of the 
discussion. Right now the discussion 
is, rightly, in slowing the pace,” she 
added. (APP)

Tokyo: Tokyo’s key Nikkei index 
closed lower on Thursday after Wall 
Street shares slumped as a major US 
retailer warned of a weak holiday sea-
son. The benchmark Nikkei 225 index 
dipped 0.35 percent, or 97.73 points, to 
27,930.57, but the broader Topix index 
edged up 0.15 percent, or 2.99 points, 
to end at 1,966.28. US shares closed 
lower overnight as Target’s weak out-
look for the holiday season sparked 
fresh concern about the retail indus-
try. The Dow Jones Industrial Average 

dipped 0.1 percent while the broad-
based S&P 500 lost 0.8 percent. The 
tech-rich Nasdaq Composite Index 
fell 1.5 percent. “Target is concerned 
about a weakening consumer and the 
big profit miss is a bad sign heading 
into the key holiday period,” said Ed-
ward Moya, senior market analyst at 
OANDA. After a glum start triggered 
by US falls, trade in Tokyo was “mixed, 
as there were no fresh market-moving 
events”, Mizuho Securities said. The 
dollar changed hands at 139.48 yen in 

Asian trade, down from 139.54 yen on 
Wednesday in New York. Chip-related 
shares were lower, with semiconduc-
tor-making equipment manufacturer 
Tokyo Electron dropping 2.43 percent 
to 45,270 yen. Chip-testing equipment 
maker Advantest tumbled 3.14 percent 
to 8,940 yen. Industrial robot maker 
Fanuc lost 1.10 percent to 20,670 yen.
Fast Retailing was down 1.07 percent 
at 82,460 yen, while East Japan Rail-
way ended up 2.93 percent at 7,858 
yen. (APP)

Mawani Wins Deal of 
the Year at the Maritime 
Standard Awards 2022

Govt to provide soon 
5-G services in country: 

Usama Qadri

RIYADH: The Saudi Ports Authority 
(Mawani) has won an award at the 
ninth edition of the Maritime Stan-
dard Awards, an annual industry event 
that felicitates top performers in the 
shipping, ports, and related sectors 
spanning the Middle East and the In-
dian Subcontinent. The award crowns 
Mawani’s efforts in revolutionizing 
the Saudi maritime ecosystem and 
facilitating global trade while it also 
acknowledges the par-excellence per-
formance of Saudi ports in establishing 
world-class facilities that boast efficient 
operations and deliver top tier services 
to importers, exporters, and shipping 
agents. The maritime sector regulator 
has won the Deal of the Year category 
during the ceremony held in Dubai, 
UAE under the patronage of HH Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Presi-
dent of the Dubai Civil Aviation Author-
ity, Chairman of Dubai Airports, and 
Second Vice Chairman of the Dubai 
Executive Council. As Mawani had 
previously signed several agreements 
to establish 7 logistics parks with an 
investment value exceeding SAR2 bil-
lion, which will provide more than 6000 
direct and indirect job opportunities 
during the first phase, in partnership 
with local and international compa-
nies including: Maersk, LogiPoint, DP 
World, Bahri, Abyat, and Globe Group, 
in addition to the agreement signed 
with CMA CGM, for which Mawani 
won the Deal of the Year award. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Information Technology and 
Telecommunication Usman Qadri on 
Thursday said that the government 
was making all-out efforts to launch 
5-G services in the country as soon as 
possible to facilitate the masses with 
modern internet facility.  Speaking 
on the National Assembly floor, he 
said that the ministry has published 
draft policy guidelines for 5G on 15th 
December, 2021 and published on 
its website.  He said that based on 
the same, all stakeholders were con-
sulted by the Ministry and PTA for 
market readiness in relation to 5G 
adoption in the country.  The author-
ity will require approximately 8 to 10 
months of times after issuance of the 
Policy directive by the Government 
of Pakistan to complete the process 
of 5G launch in the country, he add-
ed.  Moreover, he said, business case 
for the launch of 5G relates more to 
demand and supply of the spectrum. 
Additionally, necessary frameworks 
for the capabilities of 5G services 
like infrastructure sharing, spectrum 
sharing and spectrum re-farming are 
under process and its completion is 
necessary before the launch of 5G 
spectrum. (APP)

Pak forex increases to $13.79602 bn

Shipping Activity at Port Qasim

Ignite participates in IDEAS 2022

LSM witnesses nominal growth in September

Pak- Kazakhstan agrees to sign
transit trade agreement: Ambassador Yerzhan

KARACHI: Total liquid foreign reserves 
of the country stand at $ 13.79602 billion, 
says State Bank of Pakistan. SBP’s week-
ly statement issued here on Thursday 

said that on Nov. 11, the foreign reserves 
holding with SBP were $ 7,959.5m. The 
net foreign reserves held by commercial 
banks amounted  $ 5,836.7 million. (APP)

KARACHI: Seven ships namely, EM 
Astoria,MSC Area III, Bangkok Bridge, 
Chemroad Jupiter, Ocean Fleet, Al-
Rayyan and Clearocean Marvel carry-
ing Containers, Palm oil, Steel coil, LNG 
and Gasoline, berthed at Qasim Interna-
tional Container, Liquid Cargo Terminal, 
Multi Purpose Terminal, Engro Elengy 
Terminal and FOTCO Oil Terminal re-
spectively. Meanwhile four more ships, 
OOCL Washington, Chemroute Sky, 
Southern Anooa and Golden Ambro-
sia carrying Containers, Phosphoric 
Acid and Palm oil also arrived at outer 
anchorage of the port during the last 24 
hour.  A total of 10 ships were engaged at 
PQA berths during the last 24 hours, out 
of them 04 ships,MSC Area III, Bangkok 
Bridge,EM Astoria and Cape Kortia left 

the Port on Thursday morning, while 02 
more ships, Fuwairit and CNC Dream 
are expected to sail on today in the af-
ternoon. A Cargo volume of 163,128 
tonnes, comprising 113,947 tonnes im-
ports cargo and 49,181 tonnes export 
cargo, including containerized cargo 
carried in 4,178  ̀ Containers (1,285 
TEUs Imports and 2,893 TEUs export) 
was handled at the port during last 24 
hours. There are 06 ships at Outer An-
chorage of Port Qasim, out of them, 03 
ships, OOCL Washington, Chemroute 
Sky and Golden Ambrosia carrying 
Containers, Phosphoric Acid and Palm 
oil are expected to take berths at QICT, 
EVTL and MW-1 on Thursday and RDO 
Concord is due to arrive at Port Qasim 
on Friday. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ignite National Tech-
nology Fund, a public sector compa-
ny, with the Ministry of Information 
Technology and Telecommunication 
participated at the 11th Edition of the 
International Defence Exhibition and 
Seminar, “IDEAS 2022” at the Kara-
chi Expo Centre. Two startups with 
defence-related products from Nation-
al Incubation Center Karachi and two 
Ignite-funded projects were showcased 
at the event, said a news release. IDEAS 
(International Defense Exhibition & 
Seminar), being a hallmark of the de-
fence industry, is the largest Expo in 
Pakistan with hundreds of local exhib-
itors and over 300 high-profile foreign 
delegates from over 35 countries vis-
iting this year’s event. This event was 
highlighted by a conference which pro-
vided an ideal opportunity to promote 
the technological potential of Pakistan.  
Ignite’s stall showcasing defence-relat-
ed startups and funded projects attract-
ed the attention of many visitors. The 
startups from Ignite’s National Incuba-
tion Center Karachi included Bioniks, 
a startup providing best, cost-effective 
and highly trustable artificial limbs in 
Pakistan, and VTOL Dynamics, a start-
up providing drone-based solutions 
for inspection, mapping, surveying, 
surveillance and agriculture.  Funded 

projects included 5G SDR; a flexible 
solution for tactical communications 
(5G air-interface testbed: development 
of waveform and IP components) from 
CASE Institute of Technology, and 
Multimodal sensing enabled real-time 
intelligent wireless camera networks 
for secure spaces from Al-Khwarizmi 
Institute of Computer Science (KICS) 
at University of Engineering & Tech-
nology (UET) Lahore. Speaking on the 
occasion, Nadeem Nasir, Manager of 
Communication at Ignite said, “Ignite 
has been providing both local and in-
ternational networking events to our 
startups to pitch their business ideas 
and products to local and internation-
al customers and investors. IDEAS 
provide an opportunity to our defense 
related startups and projects to demo 
their products to visitors and potential 
customers. Ignite has launched its 8th 
incubation center in aerospace tech-
nologies recently and startups from 
the incubator will exhibit at next year’s 
IDEAS.”  Ignite is spearheading tech 
entrepreneurship in Pakistan having 
established a network of seven nation-
al incubation centers in Islamabad, 
Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar, Quetta, 
Hyderabad, and Faisalabad so far with 
more incubation centers to be launched 
by next year.  (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The production of 
Large-Scale Manufacturing Indus-
tries (LSMI) witnessed nominal 
growth of 0.01 per cent on year-on-
year (YoY) basis during the month 
of September 2022 as compared to 
the same month of last year. Ac-
cording to data released by the Pa-
kistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
here, the LSMI index went slightly 
up from 115.01points in September 
2021 to 115.02 points in September 
2022. On a month-on-month basis 
(MoM), the industry grew by 0.1 
per cent during the month under 
review as compared to 114.9 points 
during August 2022. However, over-
all the Large-Scale Manufacturing 
Sector has shown a decline of 0.4% 
during July-September (2022-23) 

as compared with the same period 
of last year. The LSMI during the 
first quarter of the current fiscal 
year was recorded at 113.4 points 
as compared to 113.8 points during 
July-September (2021-22). 
The main contributors towards 
overall negative growth of 0.4% 
were, garments (5.0%), petroleum 
products (1.4%), cement (1.4%), 
pharmaceuticals (1.8%), iron & steel 
products (0.2%) and automobiles 
(1.5). The major sectors that showed 
positive growth during July-Septem-
ber (2022-23) included beverages 
(0.2%), wearing apparel (5%), leath-
er products (0.1%), paper and board 
(0.6%), chemicals (0.3%), iron and 
steel products (0.2%) and furniture 
(1.9%).(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ka-
zakhstan to Pakistan Yerzhan Kis-
tafin said a transit trade agreement 
between Pakistan and Kazakhstan 
is expected to be signed soon to 
accelerate the bilateral trade. Am-
bassador as Chief Guest in a sem-
inar organized by ‘Pakistan in the 
World’ in collaboration with the 
Centre of Pakistan and Internation-
al Relations (COPAIR), said that air, 
railway and road links are very im-
portant for regional economic con-
nectivity, for which a lot of progress 
has been made in both countries. 
The Ambassador said that Kazakh-
stan’s national airline SCAT will 
start its operations to major cities of 
Pakistan including Islamabad and 
Karachi from January 2023, said a 
news release. The Ambassador of 
Kazakhstan said that direct flights 
between the two countries will 
strengthen mutual economic and 
trade relations, along with the pos-
sibility of improvement in bilateral 

tourism. The Ambassador said that 
the President of Kazakhstan Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev will soon visit Paki-
stan and it will be very important in 
developing close relations between 
the two countries. 
On the occasion, he said that the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry 
of Kazakhstan likely to visit Paki-
stan in December and he will also 
discuss mutual trade and Prefer-
ential Trade Agreement (PTA) be-
tween the two countries. He said 
that the Joint Working Group is al-
ready working for the improvement 
of economic relations and regional 
economic integration in Pakistan 
and Kazakhstan, which is an excel-
lent forum for mutual discussions.
Yerzhan Kistafin said that the Ka-
zakhstan region believes in region-
al connectivity, and in this regard, 
mutual economic integration of the 
South and Central Asian regions 
will lead to prosperity in the region.  
(Agencies)

Rupee extends losses against dollar

Pakistan has taken steps to improve business 
environment: Amb. Masood Khan

Baghdad airport hit by second fire in three days

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Rupee on 
Thursday depreciated by 25 paisa 
against the US dollar in the inter-
bank trading to close at Rs 222.66 
against the previous day’s closing of 
Rs 222.41. According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP), the buy-
ing and selling rates of the US dollar 
in the open market were recorded at 
Rs 227.25 and Rs 229.5 respectively. 
The price of the Euro against the ru-
pee decreased by 25 paisa to close at 

Rs 231.16 against the previous close 
of Rs 231.41. The Japanese Yen re-
mained unchanged to close at Rs 
1.59, whereas an increase of Rs 1.06 
was witnessed in the exchange rate of 
the British Pound, which was traded 
at Rs 265.40 as compared to its last 
day’s closing of Rs 264.34. The ex-
change rates of the Emirates Dirham 
and Saudi Riyal increased by 07 paisa 
and 09 paisa to close at Rs 60.62 and 
Rs 59.24 respectively. (APP)

WASHINGTON: Pakistan has taken a 
number of steps to enhance the ease of 
doing business, Ambassador Masood 
Khan has told Pakistani-American 
businessmen in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, urging them to become part of the 
country’s economic transformation. 
“Pakistan is an ideal destination for 
U.S. investors and businesses due to its 
unique geo-economic position and im-
pressive demographic cohorts”,  he said 
at a meeting with the Board of Direc-
tors of the Pakistan-American Cham-
ber of Commerce (PACC) on Wednes-
day. The event was also attended by a 
select group of businessmen working 
in textile, banking, logistics, solar and 
Fintech sectors as well as healthcare 
professionals. Speaking to the partic-
ipants, the Pakistani envoy appreciat-
ed the work done by the Chamber to 
promote trade and investment ties be-
tween Pakistan and the U.S. While bi-
lateral trade between the two countries 
jumped from US$ 8.5 to 12 billion last 
year, there was potential to increase it 

further by enhancing economic coop-
eration in targeted areas such as tech-
nology, IT tourism, extractive industry, 
oil and gas exploration, manufacturing, 
healthcare and agriculture. The Am-
bassador also underscored the need 
for growing trade ties with the State of 
California, which has a GDP of US$ 3.5 
trillion.  Pakistan and California were 
important trade partners. In the past 
year, Pakistan’s exports to California 
were US$ 457 million, whereas Paki-
stan’s imports were US$ 138 million, 
with a surplus of US$ 319 million in 
Pakistan’s favor. The overall volume of 
trade between Pakistan and California 
was US$ 600 million, which was signif-
icant but needed to be scaled up given 
growing investment in IT and services 
sectors.  Despite being a big market, 
he said, Pakistan’s economy was un-
dervalued and underestimated. Eighty 
U.S. companies and enterprises were 
successfully doing business in Pakistan 
for decades and making substantial 
profits. (APP)

BAGHDAD: Iraq opened an investi-
gation Thursday after a second fire 
broke out at Baghdad airport with-
in three days, prompting the prime 
minister to sack three airport offi-
cials. There were no casualties in 

the latest blaze, which damaged sev-
eral airline offices in the two-storey 
Nineveh Terminal. Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani travelled 
to the airport to be briefed on a probe 
launched following the fire, his office 

said. He relieved of their duties the 
heads of the Civil Aviation Authority 
and of Baghdad International Air-
port and the chief of airport security, 
according to a press release from his 
office. (Agencies)

Eurozone annual inflation hit record 10.6 percent in Oct
ANKARA: Euro area annual consumer 
inflation hit a record high of 10.6% in 
October, below forecasts, according to 
Euro stat data released Thursday. The 
figure was up from 9.9% in Septem-
ber and 4.1% in October 2021, Euro 
stat said.Provisional data had project-
ed a 10.7% annual hike in consumer 
prices for the month. The rise mainly 
stemmed from higher prices for ener-
gy, up 41.5% year-on-year in October. 
Food, alcohol and tobacco followed 

with a 13.1% jump from a year ago. EU 
annual inflation came in at 11.5% in 
October, up from 10.9% in September.
The highest annual rates were seen 
in Estonia (22.5%), Lithuania (22.1%), 
and Hungary (21.9%), while the low-
est were seen in France (7.1%), Spain 
(7.3%), and Malta (7.4%). On a month-
ly basis, the euro zone’s consumer 
price index rose 1.5% in October.En-
ergy prices posted a month-on-month 
rise of 6.2% in October. (APP)

UK austerity budget stings markets
LONDON: A British austerity budget 
hit the pound and gilts on Thursday, 
with stocks suffering worldwide on 
the glum economic outlook and the 
prospect of painfully high interest 
rates to curb inflation. Britain unveiled 
a painful budget with £55 billion ($65 
billion) of tax hikes and spending cuts 
despite confirming its economy was 
already in recession. Finance minister 
Jeremy Hunt said the measures were 
needed to bring financial stability after 
recent turmoil in the markets, insisting 
they would alleviate rather than aggra-
vate the downturn. But the measures 
didn’t reassure British markets, with 

the pound falling and government bor-
rowing costs rising. Losses on London 
stocks deepened, before later easing. 
CMC Markets analyst Michael Hew-
son said upheaval in markets in Sep-
tember over the profligate fiscal poli-
cies of the previous government had 
largely subsided, meaning a budget 
that makes Britain a worse place to do 
business was no longer necessary. “To-
day’s budget should have walked the 
line between pushing inflation lower, 
without completely crushing demand 
in the economy with too many tax ris-
es, and spending cuts,” Hewson said in 
a note to investors. (APP)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: Mind planet Mercury joins 
values planet Venus in one of the best 
areas of your chart today and it won’t 
be long before you notice a serious 
uptick in your fortunes. You’ve had 
no time for adventure of late but you’ll 
have plenty of time now.
– TAURUS: You may be tempted to tell 
friends and family members what they 
want to hear today but if you do they 
won’t be able to see where they have 
been making mistakes. Be honest with 
them, even if you know they won’t 
thank you for it.
– GEMINI: If you have fallen out with 
someone over the past few weeks then 
the entry of Mercury, your ruler, into 
the partnership area of your chart to-
day will help you patch things up. You 
will know just what to say to put re-
cent misunderstandings behind you.
– CANCER: The more others tell you 
that you need to work harder and 
move faster today the more you must 
do the opposite. They don’t want you 
doing more for your own benefit, they 
want you doing more because it helps 
them. Don’t fall for it.
– LEO: Don’t waste your precious time 
on activities that mean nothing to you 
personally and on people who will 
never be true friends. Be ruthless and 
let them know you will be going your 
own way and doing your own thing to-

day – and they’re not invited.
– VIRGO: Like it or not you will have 
to back down in some sort of dispute 
over the next 24 hours. You may be 
in the right but those you are arguing 
with have the power to make life un-
comfortable for you, so let them win 
… for now.
– LIBRA: With both Venus and Mer-
cury now moving through the most 
outgoing area of your chart you won’t 
let anyone hold you back. You are de-
termined to go your own way and do 
your own thing and those who try to 
stop you are sure to regret it!
– SCORPIO: It is of the utmost impor-
tance that you stay calm and approach 
life with a positive outlook today. As 
the comic picture begins to change 
so challenges of one stripe or another 
are sure to arise, but you have what it 
takes to be on the winning side.
– SAGITTARIUS: Identify what mat-
ters most to you today and focus on 
that one thing to the exclusion of ev-
erything else. With Mercury moving 
into your sign you will know without 
a shadow of a doubt what needs to be 
done. More importantly, you will get 
on and do it.
– CAPRICORN: Cosmic activity in the 
most sensitive area of your chart is 
beginning to build, so you will prob-
ably be more subdued than usual. 
That’s actually no bad thing as it will 
do you good to take stock of your life. 
Thought is just as important as action.
– ACQUARIUS: You have never been 
afraid to speak your mind and be-
tween now and the weekend everyone 
around you is going to know exactly 
what you think and why you think it. 
They may not like what you have to 
say but they will respect your right to 
say it.
– PISCES: Cosmic activity in the career 
area of your chart makes this the per-
fect time to approach your employers 
and let them know you are in the mar-
ket for something better. Make sure 
you drive a hard bargain – talent like 
yours deserves to be paid top dollar.
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Mick Schumacher to leave Haas at end of F1 season

ATP Tour announce record prize money increase

Australia vs England: Hosts ease to six-wicket win  
in ODI opener despite Dawid Malan century

Ronda Rousey to defend her Smackdown title at 
WWE Survivor Series Wargames

Warriors drop to 6-9 despite 50 from Curry,  
Kerr says ‘I’ve failed’

Danes feel World Cup protests have changed Qatari attitudes

Wimbledon relaxes all-white kit rule for female players after fresh 
criticism from Billie Jean King and Judy Murray

UAE jiu-jitsu clubs dominate in masters’ division at Abu Dhabi 
world professional championships

Macron says ‘must not politicise sport’ ahead of Qatar World Cup

AL RAYYAN: Danish football’s protest 
against Qatar’s human rights record 
has delivered results, with conditions 
for migrant workers improving be-
cause of the international focus, Dan-
ish Football Association chief Jakob 
Jensen said today. Denmark has been 
vocal in highlighting alleged abuse of 
workers’ rights in Qatar ahead of their 
participation in the World Cup, pre-
viously protesting with messages on 
their training kit and now blackening 
their team badge on their kit for the 
tournament. The Danish players are 
also travelling without their families 

to the tournament in Qatar, which 
gets underway on Sunday. “I think 
we’ve been able to make an impact 
on Qatar. It’s been done by very many 
actors, not just the associations, but 
also organisations and international 

governments,” Jensen, the chief exec-
utive of the football association, told 
Reuters. “I think one has to be hon-
est that there have been quite many 
improvements within Qatar legisla-
tion, and Amnesty International also 
reported that thousands of migrant 
workers actually have improved their 
conditions.” “But I think it’s also fair 
to say we’re still pushing for more.” 
Labour rights campaigners say Qatar 
has failed workers by falling short on 
reform commitments it made in order 
to become the first Arab country to 
host the tournament. (Agencies)

LONDON: Wimbledon banned play-
ers from wearing non-white under-
wear in 2014 as part of its clothing 
policy. The all-white policy has been 
criticised by the likes of Billie Jean 
King and Judy Murray, saying it can 
cause “fear” in players on their pe-
riod. Wimbledon have traditionally 
banned all players from wearing 
coloured underwear since 2014 as 
part of their all-white policy. How-
ever, after fresh criticism from Bil-
lie Jean King and Judy Murray, the 

rules have been changed to allow fe-
male players to wear dark-coloured 
undershorts. Sally Bolton, Chief 

Executive of the All England Club, 
said: “We are committed to support-
ing the players and listening to their 
feedback as to how they can per-
form at their best. “From next year, 
women and girls competing at The 
Championships will have the option 
of wearing coloured under shorts if 
they choose. It is our hope that this 
rule adjustment will help players fo-
cus purely on their performance by 
relieving a potential source of anxi-
ety.” (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: The Abu Dhabi World 
Professional Jiu-Jitsu Championships 
on Wednesday saw the competitions 
for the masters’ division take place at 
the Jiu-Jitsu Arena in Zayed Sports 
City, with the UAE’s Commando Group 
asserting its dominance by taking the 

top spot. Athletes over the age of 30 
took part in the blue, purple, brown 
and black belt categories on the fifth 
and sixth days of the nine-day jiu-jitsu 
carnival. After two days of intense ac-
tion, the Commando Group took the 
lead while AFNT finished in second, 

followed by Kazakhstan National Team 
in third. The contests were attended by 
Abdul Moneim Al-Hashemi, chairman 
of the UAE Jiu-Jitsu Federation, presi-
dent of the Jiu-Jitsu Asian Union, and 
senior vice president of the Jiu-Jitsu In-
ternational Federation. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: French president Em-
manuel Macron today waded into 
the controversy around Qatar’s 
hosting of the World Cup, insisting 
sport should not be politicised. “I 
think we must not politicise sport,” 
said Macron, whose national team 
are defending the title they won in 
Russia in 2018. The 2022 World Cup, 
which kicks off on Sunday, has been 
dogged by controversy, including 
over Qatar’s alleged human rights 
abuses, suppression of dissent, 

mistreatment of foreign workers 
and persecution of LGBTQ people. 
“These questions must be addressed 
when hosting the event is decided,” 
he told reporters in Bangkok, where 
he is attending a summit of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum. French football captain Hugo 
Lloris has said he will not join oth-
er European captains in wearing an 
anti-discrimination armband during 
the tournament, saying he wanted 
to “show respect” to Qatar, where 

homosexuality is illegal. Macron, 
who will go to Qatar if France reach 
the semifinals, said it was “a very 
bad idea to politicise sport”, noting 
that France will host the Olympic 
Games in 2024. The president trav-
elled to Russia in 2018 to see Lloris 
lift France’s second World Cup title 
with a 4-2 win in the final over Croa-
tia. France begin their defence of the 
World Cup trophy against Australia 
on Tuesday before also playing Den-
mark and Tunisia. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Mick Schumacher, 
son of Ferrari great and seven-time 
world champion Michael, will be 
without a full-time Formula drive 
next season after the US-owned 
Haas team announced his depar-
ture today. The 23-year-old German 
is expected to be replaced by older 
compatriot Nico Hulkenberg along-
side Danish driver Kevin Magnus-
sen. Schumacher made his debut 
with Haas last season after winning 
the 2020 Formula 2 title but was out 
of contract after this weekend’s fi-
nal race at Abu Dhabi’s Yas Marina. 

A member of Ferrari’s young driver 
academy, Schumacher was involved 
in costly crashes early in the sea-
son but has also scored his first F1 
points this year with a best finish of 
sixth. He is 16th in the overall stand-
ings with 12 points. 
Haas team boss Guenther Steiner 
thanked Schumacher and wished 
him well. “Mick’s pedigree in the 
junior categories was well known 
and he has continued to grow and 
develop as a driver in his time with 
the Haas F1 team,” Steiner said in a 
statement. (Agencies)

LONDON: Men’s tennis governing 
body ATP today announced a re-
cord increase of US$37.5 million in 
prize money to US$217.9 million for 
the 2023 season. The overall prize 
money pot was for both the ATP and 
Challenger Tours, with ATP Tour 
players collectively taking home an 
additional US$18.6 million of on-site 
prize money from next year, the ATP 
said in a statement. Earlier this year, 
the ATP had announced that purs-
es on the Challenger Tour would 
receive a significant boost. “The 
record increase also includes a sig-
nificant uplift on the ATP Challeng-
er Tour, which will see on-site prize 
money grow by 75%, from US$12.1 
million to US$21.1 million,” the ATP 
said. In June, the men’s governing 
body said players and tournaments 
will share profits 50-50 from 2023 as 
part of its OneVision plan – primar-
ily aimed at boosting revenue from 
media and television rights. Today 
it said “a revised bonus pool struc-
ture introduced through OneVision, 
ATP’s strategic plan, is set to deliv-

er bonus pools of US$21.3 million 
in 2023, a US$9.8 million increase 
on 2022, to an expanded group of 
top-performing players”. The ATP 
had also announced that their flag-
ship Masters 1000 tournaments in 
Madrid, Rome and Shanghai will be 
held over 12 days and with bigger 
draw sizes from 2023. “Our players 
are world class athletes and it’s our 
priority to ensure they’re compen-
sated accordingly,” ATP chairman 
Andrea Gaudenzi said in the state-
ment. “These record increases in 
2023 are a strong statement for the 
ATP Tour and highlights our com-
mitment to raising the bar in ten-
nis.” (Agencies)

England’s reign as double white-
ball champions began in defeat as 
Australia eased to a six-wicket win 
in the opening one-day internation-
al in Adelaide. Dawid Malan fired a 
tremendous 134 from 128 deliveries 
to help a much-changed England 
post 287-9 from their 50 overs, 
having slumped to 66-4 after being 
put into bat by the hosts. Australia 
made a blistering start to their re-
ply, with top-scorer David Warner 
(86) and Travis Head (69) putting 
on a 147-run opening-wicket part-
nership inside the first 20 overs of 
their innings. David Willey (2-51) 
was the pick of the English bowlers 
and removed Warner and Marnus 
Labuschagne in successive overs, 
although an unbeaten 80 from Steve 

Smith saw Australia comfortably 
chase down their victory target of 
288 with 19 balls to spare. England 
made eight changes from the side 
that won the T20 World Cup final, 
including an ODI debut for Lan-
cashire’s Luke Wood, with Phil Salt, 
captain Jos Buttler and Chris Jordan 
the only players to retain their spots 
from Sunday’s five-wicket win over 
Pakistan. (Agencies)

RIYADH: This year’s Survivor Se-
ries will take on a new twist as 
stakes are raised with the debut of 
WarGames on the main roster. Set 
to take place on Saturday, Nov. 26, 
the new premium live event named 
Survivor Series WarGames will 
feature a men’s and women’s War-
Games match as two teams of five 
Superstars step into a steel cage to 
claim the win. The women’s match 

will see RAW Champion Bianca 
Belair team up with Alexa Bliss, 
Asuka, Mia Yim, and a yet-to-be-
announced final partner to take on 
Bayley and her Damage CTRL en-
tourage consisting of Rhea Ripley, 
Nikki Cross, and WWE Women’s 
Tag Team Champions Dakota Kai 
and Iyo Sky. Meanwhile, the Smack-
Down Women’s Championship will 
be put on the line as Shotzi aims to 
dethrone and pry the belt from the 
current title holder, Ronda Rousey. 
To earn her opportunity against The 
Baddest Woman on the Planet, Shot-
zi won a hard-fought match, besting 
Liv Morgan, Raquel Rodriguez, Son-
ya Deville, Lacey Evans, and Xia Li 
in a frenetic Six-Pack Challenge. 
(Agencies)

The one thing going right for the 
Golden State Warriors wasn’t 
enough to lift them over the Phoenix 
Suns on Wednesday night. Steph 
Curry scored 50 points for the 11th 
time in his career but the Warriors 
still lost, 130-119. It was the biggest 
defeat for the team since a 14-point 
loss to the Detroit Pistons on Oct. 
30 and dropped Golden State to 6-9 
on the year. Outside of Curry, the 
Warriors were ineffective on offense 
and defense. Non-Curry players hit 
just 24-of-63 shots, including only 
10-of-33 from 3-point range. And 
defensively, the Warriors allowed 
the Suns to hit 44-of-86 shots and 

21-of-40 3-pointers. It was an over-
all abysmal performance, and head 
coach Steve Kerr took it as an af-
front to their team chemistry and his 
ability as a leader. The Warriors are 
coming off their fourth title since 
2014 but entered this season with 
a lot of off-court concerns. Namely, 
the impending contracts of Dray-
mond Green, Jordan Poole, Andrew 
Wiggins and Klay Thompson. Green 
reportedly wanted a max contract 
sooner rather than later, but the 
Warriors paid the younger Poole 
and Wiggins first. That all happened 
after Green punched Poole during a 
practice scuffle. (Agencies)

Iran’s World Cup winger 
says focus on playing, not 

political issues

‘You’re going to come 
back’, Hamilton tells  

retiring Vettel

AL RAYYAN: Iranian soccer player 
Alireza Jahanbakhsh said on Thurs-
day that the focus of the team at the 
World Cup in Qatar was resolutely 
on the competition and not on polit-
ical issues related to the nationwide 
protests in his country. Several Irani-
an sportsmen and women have used 
international competition to indicate 
their support for the protests that have 
rocked the country since the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini in the custo-
dy of the morality police in September. 
Jahanbakhsh said the team would de-
cide among themselves whether they 
would sing the national anthem before 
matches but “had never made a big 
deal out of it”, adding that goal celebra-
tions were a personal matter for each 
player. Clearly primed to talk about 
the issue, Jahanbakhsh switched from 
Farsi to English before opening with 
the suggestion that the questioning 
was an attempt to distract the Iranians 
before their first match against En-
gland on Monday. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Seven-times world 
champion Lewis Hamilton said on 
Thursday that he expected his old 
rival Sebastian Vettel to make a For-
mula One comeback. The 35-year-
old four-times champion is bowing 
out of the sport after the Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix on Sunday but Hamilton 
believes the 53-time grand prix race 
winner will find the lure of F1 hard 
to resist. (Agencies)
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JICA provides 12,500 wheat seed bags to farmers of Balochistan

S.Africa’s ghost hunters look for clues in hollow rooms

Planned oil refinery in Gwadar to open new chapter of development

 ISLAMABAD: Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) Pakistan 
office provided 12,500 certified wheat 
seed bags to flood-affected farmers of 
five districts Nasirabad, Jaffarabad, 
Soubatpur, Jal Magsi and Kacchi in 
Balochistan Province. The Japanese 
assistance enables 2,500 floods af-
fected farmers’ families to cultivate 
wheat crops on their 12,500 acres of 
land during this Rabi season which 
will ultimately ensure food security 
through the availability of sufficient 
wheat yield in the next harvesting 
season, said a news release. This year 
intense rainfall in the monsoon sea-
son caused severe flooding across Pa-
kistan and impacted a large number 
of people and households including 
deaths of people, damage to infra-

structure, destruction of agricultural 
areas and pushing millions of people 
into poverty and hunger.  As per Rap-
id Need Assessment (RNA) conduct-
ed by Government and FAO Pakistan, 
in Balochistan province, 4,972 km2 
of agricultural area (1,228,531 acres, 
15 per cent of the total agriculture 
area in Balochistan) has been inun-
dated and Nasirabad Division is the 
severely affected districts.  Further-
more, Post Disaster Need Assessment 
(PDNA) report on Pakistan flood 
2022 also emphasized for immediate 
needs by ensuring preparedness for 
the incoming Rabi season through 
land clearance and land preparation, 
and the distribution of agricultural 
inputs (seeds and fertilizers) to small 
and medium agriculture farmers. At 

the request of the Government of Ba-
lochistan, The Government of Japan 
and the JICA Pakistan office decided 
to extend the critical support to en-
sure food security in flood-affected 
areas in Balochistan province. Mr. 
Yasumitsu Kinoshita, JICA Pakistan 
office and Mr. Abdul Wahab Kakhar, 
Director General, Directorate of Ag-
riculture Extension, Government of 
Balochistan signed Minutes of Meet-
ing on the additional assistance for 
support for livelihood improvement 
of agriculture farmers affected by 
flood 2022 in the selected districts of 
Balochistan province under JICA’s 
ongoing technical cooperation proj-
ect “The Project for Capacity Devel-
opment of Agriculture Extension Ser-
vices in Balochistan Province”. (APP)

PRETORIA: Shortly after nightfall, 
flashlight in hand, Rivas Bright knocks 
twice on the broken window of an 
abandoned building in Pretoria, South 
Africa. “Still!” he tells his fellow ghost 
hunters. They hold their breath, wait-
ing for a response from the shadows. 
It’s been around two years since Bright, 
39, set up “The Upsidedown” a group 
of paranormal enthusiasts hunting 
ghosts in a bid to prove they are real. 
It’s a daunting task, given spirits are 
proverbially evasive. “It’s a broken sci-
ence,” Nigel Mullinder, 29, a member of 
the team who during the day works at a 
casino, says of the study of paranormal 
events, which has drawn the interest of 
researchers and parapsychologists but 
produced little hard evidence. Bright 
and his team of “sceptical believers” 
-- five men and two women -- have 
turned to tech to solve the mystery. 
Armed with an arsenal of tools includ-
ing infrared cameras, motion and heat 
detectors, radios, and a self-developed 
app to uncover paranormal activity, 
they scout haunted buildings looking 
for clues in cavernous hallways and 
rusting stairwells. “(We) need a set of 
evidence that would allow us to prove 
that it’s not just the wind (blowing) 

through the window or a door closing 
because of some sorts of vibrations,” 
says Mullinder. Tonight they have come 
to an abandoned building within the 
campus of one of South Africa’s larg-
est universities, which asked not to be 
named. Night guards here have been 
spooked by creepy noises. Lucy Tsoeu, 
46, says slamming doors and the clack-
ing of a typewriter at night have led 
her to believe a ghost is hanging about. 
Her colleague Mpho Mthombeni, 30, 
says he has heard toilets flush and felt 
a strange presence when there was no 
one about. “What can I do? Do I pray, 
or shall I speak louder to scare them 
away?” asks Tsoeu. “Maybe they’ll be 
able to cool them down,” she says of 
the ghost hunters, half worried and half 
excited. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Gwadar, the engine room 
of the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), is set to be the recip-
ient of a $4.5 billion oil refinery as a 
Chinese firm has laid down a plan to 
build an oil refinery with an annual 
processing capacity of 8 million tons, 
according to the press release of the 
firm, the East Sea Group.  The Chi-
nese entry came at a time when un-
certainty was brewing about the fate 
of oil refinery in Gwadar after interna-
tional players dragged their feet and 
went indecisive on the offer of estab-
lishing oil refinery in Gwadar.  With 
the matter remaining in limbo trigger-
ing ominous susceptibility on future 
of Gwadar development, the Chinese 
enterprise’s engagement to build oil 

refinery in Gwadar Free Zone area 
phase II has reinvigorated the morale 
of the CPEC.    East Sea Group CEO 
Fang Yulong, who is also Senior Vice 
President of Pakistan-China Joint 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PCJCCI), created a pleasant ripple 
while breaking the news to launch 
mega project of building “Gwadar Pe-
troleum Storage and Transportation 
Trading Centre” during the briefing 

at Think Tank Session at the PCICCI 
secretariat, Global Times reported.  
East Sea Group has sent a letter of 
intent to the authorities through Chi-
na Overseas Ports Holding Company 
Pakistan Ltd, the operator of Gwa-
dar Free Zone, saying it was ready 
to invest around $4.5 billion to set up 
oil refinery in phases.  According to 
sources familiar with the matter, the 
proposal revealed that the refinery 
will provide a substantial storage ca-
pacity to Pakistan, enabling it to main-
tain reserves for longer time and save 
foreign exchange. The multi-billion 
dollar project, upon implementation, 
will provide an impetus to further in-
vestment in the petrochemical indus-
try in Gwadar. (APP)

SATRC exemplary 
platform of sub-regional 

digital cooperation, mutu-
al assistance: Amir Azeem

South African defence 
force chief calls on CJCSC

113 racers register for 7th 
Thal Jeep Rally

IUB becomes first  
energy efficient university

British, Australian and 
Japanese prisoners 

freed by Myanmar junta

CDA issues final  
notice to Swati’s wife

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
Maj General Amir Azeem Bajwa (R) 
has said that the South Asian Tele-
communication Regulators’ Council 
(SATRC) is an exemplary platform of 
sub-regional digital cooperation and 
mutual assistance. He said this while 
attending the 25th anniversary of the 
SATRC held in Tehran. Speaking at the 
occasion, Chairman PTA congratulated 
the members and APT leadership for 
the outstanding achievements of the 
council over the last two and a half de-
cades. The forum has imparted collec-
tive knowledge and regulatory experi-
ence of nine South Asian countries in a 
structured and efficient manner for the 
past 25 years. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Chief of South Afri-
can National Defence Force, General 
Rudzani Maphwanya who is on offi-
cial visit to Pakistan, called on Chair-
man Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
(CJCSC), General Nadeem Raza here 
at Joint Staff Headquarters.  During 
the meeting, both sides deliberated 
upon various areas of interest, bilateral 
cooperation including security, count-
er-terrorism and prevailing regional en-
vironment, an Inter Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) news release said.  The 
dignitaries dilated upon measures to 
enhance the level and scope of military 
engagements between both countries 
and reaffirmed to continue to forge 
deeper ties.  The CJCSC said that Paki-
stan was keen to expand its existing bi-
lateral military to military cooperation 
with South Africa. (Agencies)

MULTAN: As many as 113 racers in-
cluding four females have got them-
selves registered in the 7th Thal Jeep 
Rally, said officials of Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation of Punjab (TDCP).  
They informed that the drivers, racers 
and their colleagues attended the Nav-
igators conference on Thursday. The 
four-day 7th Thal Jeep Rally organized 
by TDCP has officially started today 
and the racers from different cities 
of the country have reached the Thal 
desert and Multan, they stated.  On 
opening day, technical examination of 
vehicles, tagging and medical check-
up of drivers and their navigators were 
also conducted.  According to TDCP 
officials, registration of 113 racers was 
completed while 106  drivers participat-
ed last year. Four female racers were 
also participating in the Rally this year. 
Last year the number of women racers 
was seven. A large number of people 
were present in Changa Manga dune 
and nearby areas. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: The Islamia Universi-
ty of Bahawalpur has become the first 
university in the country where energy 
from different sources would be inte-
grated and used efficiently under an 
integrated smart power management 
system.  In this regard, Vice Chancellor 
Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob formal-
ly inaugurated the Integrated Smart 
Power Management System. Through 
this system, under the latest monitor-
ing system, the energy obtained from 
different sources will be used effective-
ly with the help of the data obtained 
from the computerized system and the 
wastage of energy can be prevented.  
He said”In our institutions, energy con-
sumption statistics are usually collect-
ed through manual sources which are 
not reliable, and cannot collect data on 
electricity wastage and proper use of 
energy resources at the national level.”  
(APP)

BANGKOK: A former British en-
voy, an Australian economic adviser 
and a Japanese journalist arrived in 
Thailand late Thursday after being 
freed by Myanmar in an amnesty in-
volving almost 6,000 prisoners. For-
mer British ambassador Vicky Bow-
man, Australian economic adviser 
Sean Turnell and Japanese journal-
ist Toru Kubota touched down in 
Bangkok just after 7 pm (1200 
GMT), according to an AFP reporter 
on their flight.Bowman, who wore a 
traditional Burmese dress, did not 
comment as she was escorted by 
British embassy staff through the 
airport to a connecting flight.Kubota 
wore a T-shirt and waved to fellow 
passengers but did not respond to 
a request for comment. But anoth-
er prisoner freed in the amnesty, 
US-Myanmar citizen Kyaw Htay 
Oo, told AFP he was “very happy”. 
The freed prisoners on the flight 
looked in good health, the AFP re-
porter said. A total of 5,774 prison-
ers were due to be released to mark 
Myanmar’s national day, “including 
some 600 women”, the junta said in 
a statement Thursday. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) has issued 
a final notice to wife of PTI Senator 
Azam Swati, against “unauthorized / 
illegal construction” at her agro-farm.  
Ms Swati is the owner of plot number 
71 in Orchard Scheme, Murree Road, 
Islamabad.  The CDA in its notice, is-
sued by its building control section, 
said that final seven days were being 
given to remove violations from the 
farm house.  It recalled that a show-
cause notice had been issued on Nov 
4, calling for removal of various vio-
lations including “unauthorized / il-
legal construction in basement in the 
right side setback, unauthorised and 
illegal construction at ground floor 
in right side of setback, unauthorised 
construction of basement beyond the 
plinth level and guard room beyond 
the plot line”.  The CDA said that re-
sponse and reply from the allottee are 
awaited.  It said the CDA would take 
action for removal of the above-men-
tioned violations “forcefully” at the 
risk and cost of allottee if the viola-
tions were not removed in the final 
seven days.  It further said that plen-
ty would also be imposed in case of 
non-compliance with in the stipulated 
time and then the property would be 
sealed off until compliance and re-
moval of violations. (APP)
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Brazil’s president, world leaders bolster 
UN climate talks

PAF aircraft’s cynosure attracts visitors at IDEAS 2022

SHARM EL SHEIKH: UN climate 
talks got a boost Wednesday after 
Brazilian president-elect Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva vowed to fight Ama-
zon deforestation and global leaders 
reaffirmed key pledges. While G20 
leaders meeting in Indonesia issued 
a final communique committing to 
pursue the more ambitious limits on 
global heating, action on the side-
lines of fraught COP27 negotiations 
in Egypt generated momentum at the 
UN climate conference. Lula kicked 
off COP27 events Wednesday with a 
call to host the 2025 climate talks in 
the Amazon region, in his first inter-
national trip since defeating outgoing 
far-right President Jair Bolsonaro, 
who presided over years of rampant 

Amazon deforestation. “I am here to 
say to all of you that Brazil is back in 
the world,” said Lula as he received 
a jubilant welcome from hundreds of 
people at an Amazon region pavilion 
in the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-
Sheikh.
“We will put up a very strong fight 
against illegal deforestation,” he said, 
announcing the creation of an Indige-
nous people’s ministry to protect the 
vast region’s vulnerable communities. 
“There is no climate security for the 
world without a protected Amazon,” 
Lula said later in a speech. Lula ar-
rived in Egypt on Tuesday and went 
straight into climate diplomacy, with 
meetings with US envoy John Kerry 
and China’s Xie Zhenhua. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The 11th edition of the 
International Defence Exhibition and 
Seminar, IDEAS 2022 was in full swing, 
at Karachi Expo Center whereas the 
3rd day of the event was marked with 
special interest of visitors in the stat-
ic displays of ‘Pride of Pakistan’ JF-17 
Thunder and Super Muhshak Trainer 
Aircraft. A keen interest was shown by 
the foreign delegates and the military of-
ficials in the aircraft displayed at PAF’s 
pavilion in the event. Whereas, the on-
lookers, delegates and foreign digni-

taries were thoroughly briefed about 
the technical specifications of the air-
craft, with a complete overview of their 
countless adjectives. The most modern 
aircraft at the display gathered appreci-
ation for their cutting edge design and 
innovative technical features, a Paki-
stan Air Force (PAF) news release here 
received said.  The National Aerospace 
Science and Technology Park (NASTP), 
being a project of National significance, 
remained the most appreciated and ad-
mired project at the event. (APP)


