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KIEV/MOSCOW/ANKARA: The West 
is using Ukraine to wage a war against 
Russia and has gone so far as to sabo-
tage Turkish diplomacy that sought to 
negotiate an end to it, the deputy leader 
of Türkiye’s ruling AKP party, Numan 
Kurtulmus, told CNN Turk on Friday.  
“This war is not between Russia and 
Ukraine, it is a war between Russia and 
the West,” Kurtulmus told the outlet, add-
ing that “the US and some countries in 
Europe” are prolonging the conflict by 
supporting Ukraine. Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan is talking to both 
Moscow and Kiev, said Kurtulmus, and 
in March managed to organize negotia-
tions in Istanbul that looked promising. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
his Ukrainian counterpart, Vladimir Zel-
ensky, “were going to sign” a deal, but 
“someone didn’t want” that to happen. 
According to Ukrainian media, Kiev re-
ceived a message in April that the West 
was not interested in peace with Russia, 
which encouraged Zelensky to break off 
the talks. The messenger was reportedly 
none other than the UK prime minister 
at the time, Boris Johnson.
- Georgia could have been turned into 
a “shooting range” if opposition lead-
ers had managed to take control of the 
country, Prime Minister Irakli Garibash-
vili claims. He said Kiev had tried to pres-
sure Tbilisi into joining the conflict with 
Russia. In an address to parliament on 
Friday, Garibashvili said that Ukrainian 
attempts to open a “second front” against 
Russia in Georgia were “not an interpre-
tation, and not a legend,” but a “direct 

quote” from what was said at a press 
conference. Tbilisi has so far refrained 
from taking part in the Western sanc-
tions imposed on Russia over its military 
operation in Ukraine, and Garibashvili 
stated in April that his country would not 
join the fighting, as it would run counter 
to Georgia’s national interests.
- The Russian Defense Ministry has ac-
cused Ukrainian forces of committing 
a war crime after a video that surfaced 
on social media on Friday appears to 
show captured Russian servicemen hav-
ing been killed. The footage depicts sol-
diers dressed in Russian uniforms first 
surrender to troops in uniforms bearing 
Ukrainian insignia before being shown 
lying on the ground, presumably dead. 
The ministry described the video as ev-
idence of “a deliberate and methodical 
murder” of over ten Russian servicemen 

at the hands of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, who “shot them straight in their 
heads.” Such actions prove the “barbaric 
nature” of the government in Kiev led by 
President Vladimir Zelensky, as well as 
“all those, who defend and support it,” 
the ministry said.
- Ukraine said Friday that almost half 
of its power infrastructure was in need 
of repair after weeks of Russian attacks 
that have disrupted electricity supplies 
to millions as temperatures plunge. The 
assessment by Prime Minister Denys 
Shmygal of the widespread damage 
to Ukraine’s grid comes after weeks of 
sustained Russian attacks on Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure. “On November 15 
alone, Russia fired about 100 missiles at 
Ukrainian cities. Nearly half of our ener-
gy system has been disabled,” Shmygal 
said, appealing to European allies for 
support.
- The Polish authorities will not ask 
Ukraine to co-host the investigation of 
the fatal missile strike in Poland’s south-
east. Warsaw believes the strike was 
most likely caused by Ukrainian air de-
fense attempting to intercept a missile 
fired by Russia, according to a senior Pol-
ish official. “The information we have re-
ceived from the Ukrainian side is of very 
significant importance to us. However, it 
is certain that Ukraine, just like any oth-
er country, will not be the co-host of the 
investigation, because this is our, Polish 
investigation,” Paweł Soloch, an adviser 
to Polish President Andrzej Duda, told 
local broadcaster Radio Plus in an inter-
view. (Agencies)

Seoul: North Korea fired an interconti-
nental ballistic missile on Friday in one 
of its most powerful ever tests, with 
Japan saying the weapon may have 
had the range to hit the United States 
mainland. The missile was believed 
to have landed in Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ), Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said as he blasted the 
launch as “absolutely unacceptable”. 
The launch is Pyongyang’s second in 

two days and part of a record-break-
ing blitz in recent weeks, which North 
Korea -- and some allies including 
Moscow -- blame on the US boosting 
regional security cooperation, includ-
ing joint military exercises. The mis-
sile flew 1,000 km (621 miles) at an 
altitude of 6,100 km, South Korea’s 
military said, only slightly less than 
the ICBM Pyongyang fired on March 
24, which appeared to be the North’s 

most powerful such test yet US Vice 
President Kamala Harris convened a 
meeting on the sidelines of an Asia-Pa-
cific summit in Bangkok to discuss the 
launch with regional leaders. North 
Korea has fired scores of ballistic mis-
siles this year -- far more than any oth-
er year on record -- and recent launch-
es have been increasingly provocative, 
including firing a missile over Japan 
last month, (APP)

MOSCOW: The energy trade between 
Russia and China has been steadily 
growing and is up 64% in monetary 
terms so far this year, Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Aleksandr Novak told 
the Rossiya 24 TV channel on Friday. 
His comments followed a meeting of 
the intergovernmental Russian-Chi-
nese commission on energy coopera-
tion. “China is our strategic partner in 
the Asia-Pacific region and generally in 
trade,” he said, noting that in physical 
terms the increase was about 10% in 
supplies of oil, gas, coal, and electricity. 
The deputy PM explained that the two 
countries aim to further develop trade 

relations, and in particular are work-
ing on expanding the share of national 
currencies in energy transactions. “We 
are switching to settlements in rubles 

and yuan for the energy resources sup-
plied,” Novak said. In recent years, 
Russia and China have been ramping 
up the use of domestic currencies in 
mutual settlements in an attempt to 
move away from the US dollar and 
euro. Moscow has been steadily pur-
suing a policy of de-dollarization of 
its foreign trade and has in particular 
increased use of the yuan. In addition 
to the Chinese currency’s more fre-
quent use in trade settlements, some 
Russian companies have begun issu-
ing yuan-denominated bonds, while 
a number of banks are offering de-
posits in the currency. (Agencies)

Mongolia imposes quarantine in 7 provinces 
due to sheep, goat plague

Saudi Arabia launches digital platform 
‘Nusuk’ for pilgrims

Iran bans import of French automobiles amid 
growing tensions

North Korea fires ICBM, lands near Japan

Russia and China to abandon dollar in energy trade – Moscow

ULAN BATOR: Mongolia has im-
posed a quarantine regime in seven 
provinces for an indefinite period due 
to an outbreak of a highly contagious 
animal disease affecting sheep and 
goats. “As of today, the outbreak of 
highly infectious animal diseases is 
relatively calm in our country,” said 
Khayangaa Bolorchuluun, minister 
of food, agriculture and light indus-
try, while introducing the country’s 
winter preparations during a meeting 

of the parliament session on Friday. 
Due to the outbreak of Peste des Pe-
tits Ruminants (PPR), also known as 
sheep and goat plague, a total of 22 
locations in 15 soums (administrative 
subdivisions) of seven provinces have 
been quarantined, said the minister. 
The livestock sector is a main pillar of 
the Mongolian economy with around 
70 million heads of livestock in the 
country with a population of around 
3.4 million. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia’s minister 
of Hajj and Umrah Tawfiq Al-Rabiah 
has announced the official launch of 
the online platform ‘Nusuk’ for pil-
grims. He said that the platform, Nu-
suk, offers more than 100 services that 
help enrich the experience of pilgrims 
visiting Saudi Arabia, as part of the 
goals of Vision 2030. Al-Rabiah said 
that Nusuk offers 75 services to busi-
nesses and 45 for individuals. He add-
ed that it will help more than 30 million 
people, in cooperation with more than 
10,000 entities in the business sector 
and 25 government agencies. He said 
that Nusuk was part of the Vision 2030 
Pilgrim Experience Program, which is 
being run in cooperation with the Min-
istry of Tourism and the Saudi Tour-
ism Authority. Al-Rabiah said that the 
platform aimed to introduce pilgrims 
to all stages of performing Umrah and 
to the historical areas and religious 
sites in Makkah and Madinah, Arab 

news reported . He said Nusuk was a 
reliable platform providing integrat-
ed services with full transparency. It 
offers a planning gateway and  intro-
duces health services, regulations and 
procedures and guidance for pilgrims. 
The minister made his announcement 
during the Digital Government Con-
ference, which brings together busi-
nesses, specialists and officials to dis-
cuss progress and challenges, review 
future direction and discuss invest-
ment opportunities. Ahmed Saleh Hal-
abi, a Hajj and Umrah services adviser,  
said that Nusuk showed pilgrims what 
was available in Saudi Arabia and had 
done away with an old system where 
many pilgrims would arrive in Mak-
kah and Madinah to perform their rit-
uals, then leave without experiencing 
anything else. Halabi said that Nusuk 
introduced pilgrims to monuments 
and facilities they can visit while in 
Saudi Arabia. (APP)

TEHRAN: Iran has imposed a ban on 
the import of French automobiles due 
to “unprofessional behaviour” of the 
country, the Industry, Mine and Trade 
has announced, Anadolu News Agen-
cy reports. Omid Qalibaf, a Ministry 
spokesman, said in a statement that 
the government has not issued any 
fresh license for importing French 
cars “over the past few months”, un-
derlining growing bilateral tensions. 
“Due to the unprofessional behaviour 
of the French in the past years, we no 
longer allow registering orders and 
importing Renault, Peugeot, Citroen 
and other French car manufactur-
ers’ products,” the spokesman was 
quoted as saying by local media. He 
asserted that the focus of Iran’s au-
tomobile industry is now on “non-
French products,” primarily from 
Japan, China, South Korea and some 

European countries. “Iran will not 
allow them (French) to put pressure 
on its automobile industry and mar-
ket with sanctions,” Qalibaf added, 
linking the decision to sanctions on 
Tehran. Tensions between Tehran 
and Paris have heightened in recent 
months following sweeping protests 
in Iran over the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini in the custody of the 
country’s morality police. France has 
been one of the European countries 
to strongly criticise what it has called 
the “crackdown on protests,” with 
the European Union imposing a slew 
of sanctions on Iranian officials and 
entities. French President, Emmanu-
el Macron, last week met a group of 
Iranian dissidents and vowed support 
for the “revolution” in the Islamic Re-
public, which prompted a sharp reac-
tion from Tehran. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: The Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation leaders’ meeting 
started in Bangkok on Friday with a 
call from the host, Thailand, to join 
hands in pursuing sustainable growth 
and development amid economic 
and social challenges from COVID 
and climate change, and geopolitical 
tensions. Leaders and heads of state 
from the 21 member economies of 
the Pacific Rim have come to the Thai 
capital for a meeting taking place on 
Nov. 18-19. Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman is also attend-
ing the summit as a special guest of 
Thailand. The APEC is an inter-gov-
ernmental forum that aims at free 

trade and economic cooperation 
among countries around the rim of 
the Pacific Ocean. It was established 
in 1989 in response to the growing 
interdependence of Asia-Pacific econ-
omies and the emergence of regional 
economic blocs such as the European 
Union and the North American Free 
Trade Area. APEC’s 21 members 
are referred to as “economies.” Each 
must be an independent economic 
entity, rather than a sovereign state. 
The forum’s cooperative processes 
are mainly concerned with trade, and 
members engage with each other as 
economic entities. APEC’s member 
economies are home to more than 

2.9 billion people and make up over 
60 percent of global GDP. The or-
ganization is significant in terms of 
its size and composition. It gathers 
the top leaders of the world. The 21 
include the US, China, and Russia. 
There is also Japan, South Korea, 
and most of the countries of the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations. 
The APEC members are Canada, the 
United States, Chile, Mexico, Peru, 
Australia, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Thailand, Singapore, Brunei 
Darussalam, Malaysia, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, South Korea, 
Japan, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
and Russia. (Agencies)

What is APEC ?

UN calls for more funds to maintain lifesaving 
response for Pakistan’s flood-hit people

UNITED NATIONS :The United Na-
tions is calling for additional fund-
ing to meet the urgent needs of the 
flood-affected people in Pakistan, 
UN Deputy Spokesperson Farhan 
Aziz Haq said Friday, noting that 
the organization’s  $816 million hu-
manitarian appeal is only 21 percent 
funded. “More than three months 
since the devastating floods began, 
the catastrophe is far from over,” he 
told reporters at the regular noon 
briefing at UN Headquarters in New 
York. “We are calling for additional 
funding to maintain the lifesaving 
response,” Farhan Haq said in an 
update on the country’s flood situ-
ation. The climate-induced floods 
have affected 33 million people and 
caused destruction across the econ-
omy -- the agricultural, health and 
education sectors, with more than 
five million people remaining dis-
placed. The spokesperson said that 

food and livelihoods assistance had 
reached 4.1 million people, while 1.5 
million people received emergency 
shelter kits, blankets, bedding and 
kitchen sets. “Our partners have 
provided health assistance to 1.5 
million people, while more than 1.7 
million people have received clean 
water,” he said. Access to clean wa-
ter, sanitation and hygiene remain 
challenging, with the flooding and 
standing water having led to a rise 
in water and vector-borne diseases, 
the spokesperson said. Millions of 
people face increased food insecuri-
ty as families are returning home to 
destroyed houses, ruined crops, and 
dead livestock. “As winter begins to 
set in, with snow already affecting 
some areas, people affected by the 
floods are even more vulnerable and 
many need adequate shelter, food 
and winterization support,” Farhan 
Haq added. (APP)

– Poland will not invite Ukraine to co-host missile strike investigation –

Ukraine is ‘war between West and Russia’ – Turkish official
–  Kiev tried to pressure Russia’s neighbor into opening ‘second front’ 

 – Moscow accuses Ukrainian soldiers of killing POW’S
 – Ukraine says ‘nearly half’ of energy grid battered by Russia   
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KP CM performed the inaugural and groundbreaking ceremonies of various projects. 

Peshawar to be made city of flowers: Mayor

All 306 candidates failed in written test for 65 vacancies of Sub Inspectors

DC visits ALP training session 
of primary school teachers

DC inspects prices, quality of food items in Sasta Bazar

PESHWAR: As an integrated effort to-
wards effectively implementing the uni-
form development policy and welfare 
strategy of the provincial government, 
chief minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Mahmood khan, this week, inaugu-
rated a number of development proj-
ects worth billions of rupees that have 
been completed recently at the differ-
ent parts of the province. Similarly, he 
performed the formal groundbreaking 

of more than 35 new development proj-
ects in various sectors which would be 
completed at an estimated cost of Rs 
57 billion. Addressing the inaugural 
and groundbreaking ceremonies of the 
projects, the chief minister said that 
his government is going all out to ma-
terialize it’s policy regarding uniform 
development in the province. Despite 
multiple challenges including the Co-
rona pandemic, recent flood situation 

and most recently the fiscal constraints 
created by the imported federal cabinet, 
the provincial government has not com-
promised its development strategy. He 
reiterated that his government is fully 
committed and on the way to ensure 
immediate operationalization of newly 
completed projects for the convenience 
of general public as well as to complete 
the ongoing development projects with-
in the stipulated time frame.  (PR)

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar Zubair 
Ali on Friday reiterated the resolve to 
make Peshawar the city of flowers and 
address all the issues including traffic 
problems through the involvement of 
stakeholders. Addressing the members 
of traders and business community, he 
said a 25-member committee compris-
ing representatives of traders, health, 
education, police, PESCO, SNGPL 
and line departments would suggest 
measures to resolve the most issue on 

priority basis. He said a delegation of 
experts in traffic management from 
Punjab was invited to provide solution 
to traffic issues in Peshawar and a re-
port to this effect would receive in two-
day and it would be implemented to 
improve the traffic problems. The may-
or assured that the problems of shops 
in Namak Mandi would be resolve till 
December 6 and the agreement final-
ized with the traders would be imple-
mented in letter and spirit. He further 

said that in consultation with traders a 
plan would be chalked out for removal 
of encroachment within the city and a 
red line would be demarcated in front 
of every shop so that the shopkeeper 
may not violate its boundaries, while 
all the shops would be registered with 
the capital metropolitan government. 
The mayor invited suggestions from 
traders and other stakeholders to 
make Peshawar the most beautiful city 
of the country. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Public Service Commission (KPPSC) 
has announced results of exams of 
Sub Inspectors and Inspectors being 
held under quota of fast promotions 
in August, 2022. According to KPPSC, 
fifteen candidates passed written ex-

amination among 44 that applied for 
the 50 posts of Inspectors. Results of 
two candidates are withheld due to 
petition filed in Peshawar High Court 
regarding qualification criteria. Not a 
single candidate passed written exam-
ination for 65 advertised posts of Sub 

Inspector. The results of failed and 
successful candidates are displayed on 
website of the commission. It is worth 
mentioning that commission received 
379 and 306 applications for posts of 
Inspectors and Sub Inspectors respec-
tively. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Torghar, Anwar Zaib Khan on 
Friday visited Homework Assign-
ment and Assessment Techniques 
training session of the Alternative 
Learning Program (ALP) of prima-
ry school teachers is underway in 
Town Municipal Hall Torghar. On 
the occasion, Deputy Commissioner 
was briefed about the aims and ob-
jectives of the training session and 
newly established centers of Alter-

native Learning Training Programs. 
He was told that 21 primary schools 
and 12 middle schools have been 
established under the program. He 
was told that so far 400 girl students 
have passed middle grade from 
these schools. Deputy Commission-
er appreciated the efforts of made 
for the facilitation of students under 
the program and hoped that it would 
promote education in Torghar and its 
far-flung areas. (Agencies)

KOHAT: Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Kohat, Furqan Ashraf on Friday visited 
Sasta Bazar Kohat and inspected prices 
and quality of edible items. He visited 
various sections of sasta bazaar to in-
spect quality and prices of edibles and 
listened to the problems of consumers. 
He also directed to follow government 
approved price list and ensure quality 

of items being sold in the bazaar. Lat-
er, he visited ongoing constructions 
schemes initiated by Town Municipal 
Administration and warned strict ac-
tions against those found guilty of ig-
noring their responsibilities. He also 
urged people to inform authorities 
about any irregularity in ongoing de-
velopmental projects. (APP)

WSSC establishes centre 
for converting garbage into fertilizer

PESHAWAR: Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), Water Supply and Sanitation 
Company (WSSC) Mardan, Engineer 
Ameer Khan has said that the company 
has set up an integrated resource recov-
ery centre for converting garbage into 
chemical fertilizer. He was addressing 
an awareness seminar on the supply of 
clean drinking water and cleanliness in 
Mardan on Friday. The well-attended 
seminar was organised under the aus-
pices of WSSC Mardan in collaboration 
with UNICEF and saw the participa-
tion of people from various schools of 
thought. The CEO WSSC further said 
that a water treatment plant was being 
established with financial assistance 

from the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB). Addressing the seminar, Chair-
man, Board of Director WSSC Mardan, 
Prof. Dr Fazal Qadir said that the vehi-
cles of the company were collecting 
garbage from 68% of localities of the 
city and 5,000 consumers of 10 urban 
union councils were being supplied 
clean water three times a day. In his 
address, Manager (Wash Programme) 
UNICEF, Mohammad Shoaib said that 
the agency was ready to provide “all 
kinds of assistance” for the protection 
of water supply. He urged all individu-
als of the society to play their due role 
in the better utilization and ensuring 
protection of water. (APP)

Polling for CB Risalpur general seat on Dec.4
PESHAWAR: Polling for vacant Gen-
eral Councilor seat in Risalpur Canton-
ment Board will be held on December 
4, 2022, said a press release issued here 
by the Provincial Election Commission-
er (PEC) on Friday. According to the fi-

nal list of candidates, three candidates 
running for the seat have been issued 
election symbols. The candidates in-
cluded Asif Iqbal of PTI, Tariq Iqbal of 
ANP and Zar Hayat is contesting on the 
ticket of PML-N. (APP)

CTO directs stern action against violators
of no-parking zones

International Workshop on “Sustainable and Green 
Energy Development” Concludes at UET Peshawar 

Getting rid of narcotics need of hour: Ziaullah Bangash

KPCSW organizes training on anti-rape act 2021

PESHAWAR: Chief Traffic Officer 
(CTO) Abbas Majeed Marwat has 
directed traffic police authorities to 
take stern action against violators of 
no-parking zones and ensure parking 
facilities in all plazas. He issued these 
directives during his early morning 
visit across the city along with traf-
fic police officers to review the traf-
fic management. The CTO directed 
the traffic police officers to utilize all 
of their capabilities for improving in 
the traffic flow in the city, saying no 
negligence would be tolerated in that 
regard. He highlighted that an opera-
tion against the encroachment mafia 
was continuing under the auspices 
of traffic police to ensure the smooth 

flow of traffic and minimise the ago-
nies of the people. He directed traffic 
police to evacuate footpaths from the 
occupation of the encroachment ma-
fia and provide pedestrians with hur-
dle-free movement on them “without 
showing leniency to anyone”. More-
over, Marwat instructed City Traffic 
Police to continue imparting aware-
ness regarding traffic laws and erad-
ication of encroachments, saying the 
campaign was “bearing positive re-
sults”. He also requested the trading 
community for extending full cooper-
ation in the eradication of encroach-
ments to ensure smooth traffic flow 
on city roads and better traffic man-
agement. (APP)

- Staff Repoter:
Peshawar: A One-day International 
Workshop on “Sustainable and Green 
Energy Development” was organized 
by the Department of Civil Engineer-
ing, UET Peshawar in collaboration 
with Universite’ Le Havre Normandie, 
France was held on 17 November 
2022 at UET Peshawar. The aim of the 
workshop was to provide a platform 
for an open discussion among nation-
al, and international researchers and 
students on sustainable and green en-
ergy development, finding solutions 
for minimizing the impact of climate 
change and beneficial reuse of waste 
material in a sustainable and environ-
mentally friendly manner. The chief 
guest of the workshop was Prof. Dr. If-
tikhar Hussain, Vice Chancellor, UET 
Peshawar while the keynote speakers 
included Dr. Ahmed Benamar, Uni-
versite’ Le Havre Normandie, France, 
Dr. Hussein Kanbar, Universite’ Le 
Havre Normandie, France, Dr. Arju-
mand Nizami, HELVETAS Swiss In-
terco-operation, Pakistan, Dr. Jawad 
Ali HELVETAS Germany and Prof. Dr. 
Irshad Ahmad, Chairman Department 
of Civil Engineering, UET Peshawar. 
The vice chancellor UET Peshawar, 
Prof Dr. Iftikhar Hussain welcomed 
the participants from abroad and Pa-
kistan. He urged academia need to put 
concerted efforts into addressing cli-
mate change issues and find out sus-
tainable solutions. He further elaborat-
ed on the recent devastating floods as 
a wake-up call for all, and it demands 

serious action from all the stakehold-
ers. The speakers of the workshop 
called out for widespread sensitization 
on climate change and its drastic ef-
fects on human society through public 
awareness and advocacy. Dr. Arjuman 
Nizami Country Director, Helvetas, 
Swiss Cooperation said, the think 
tanks need to address the challenges 
of climate change effects and offer 
new frameworks and solutions for 
integration at the policymaking level. 
Dr. Ahmed Benamar from University 
of Lehavre France explained the treat-
ment process of dredged sediments 
for safe dumping and potential use in 
construction i.e ground improvement. 
Dr. Hussein Kanbar from the Univer-
sity of Lehavre France also mentioned 
the importance of pre-treated dredged 
sediments, and their useful and eco-
nomical usage for agriculture purpos-
es. Dr. Irshad Ahmad, Chairman Civil 
Engineering Department, UET Pesha-
war, Pakistan concluded the workshop 
proceedings by mentioning the impor-
tance of utilization of waste materials 
like waste tires, waste glass, plastic, 
rubber, etc., for economical, sustain-
able, and environmentally friendly 
construction. Dr. Irshad thanked all 
the distinguished national/internation-
al keynote speakers and participants 
for attending the workshop. Dr. Irshad 
vowed to fulfill the responsibility of 
spreading awareness about climate 
change realization, the development 
of sustainable and green construction 
processes.

KOHAT: Chairman District Devel-
opment and Advisory Committee 
(DDAC), Kohat, Ziaullah Bangash 
on Friday said the use of narcotics 
causes mental and psychological ail-
ments in its users and getting rid of 
such ill habits was the need of the 
hour. He was addressing an anti-nar-
cotics seminar at District Council 
Hall, KDA here wherein DC Kohat, 
Furqan Ashraf, DPO Shafiullah Khan 
Gandapur, medical and psychological 
experts, Ulema and a large number of 
students were present. Ziaullah Ban-
gash said we should take guidance 

from the teachings of our religion to 
abandon the curse of narcotics to lead 
a healthy and happy life. Without the 
elimination of narcotics, he said the 
dream of establishing a peaceful and 
healthy society would not be materi-
alized. To achieve the target of a nar-
cotics free society, he said all we need 
to do is to work together and help the 
law enforcement agencies in elimi-
nating this nuisance from our land. 
He also appreciated those who ar-
ranged the seminar and said such ef-
forts were necessary to cope with the 
increasing trend of narcotics. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A five days Training of 
Trainers (ToT) on Anti Rape Act 2021 
and Gender based Violence (GBV) was 
organized by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Commission on the Status of Women 
KPCSW here Friday. It was supported 
by Global Affairs Canada funded proj-
ect WEPP- Cowater and was held here 
for Police department of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. It was the first ever ToT on 
Anti-Rape Act 2021 in Pakistan which 
was attended by police instructors 
from  Police Training Centers across 
the province. AIG Police (Training) 
Dr. Quraish Khan, was chief guest of 
the concluding ceremony, says a press 
release. Cowater International Team 
Leader, Ms. Shabina Gulzar, Gender 
Advisor Ms. Zuhra Luqman and Di-
rector Programs KPCSW Ms. Amna 
Durrani were among the speakers. The 
participants were made aware of the 

different levels of investigation, rights 
of the victim, duties and responsibilities 
of the police, the health department, 
the community and other stakeholders 
in providing justice to the victims under 
the Act.  The trainers also made the 
participants do group work and sever-
al role plays were conducted to make 
the training more effective and result 
oriented.  AIG Police expressed his 
satisfaction on the participants learn-
ing form the training and showed his 
commitment that these training would 
be roll out in training centers at district 
level in order to engage the police staff 
across districts of KP to have broader 
impact and strengthen the department 
more. The ceremony ended with certifi-
cate distribution to the participants and 
shield of appreciation was presented to 
AIG Police for his contribution towards 
making this training a success. (APP)

RPO for reviewing strategy to combat terrorism
D.I.KHAN: Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Muhammad Saleem Mar-
wat on Friday hinted at reviewing 
strategy to combat terrorism in the 
area in the wake of  growing terror 
activities in the region. ”We have 
been in touch with military officials 
and other law enforcing agencies 
to adopt an offensive approach to 
tackle scourage of terrorism and 
you would see concrete results of 
the new startgey within days to 
come,” he stated while interacting 
with local media persons here at 
Ejaz Shaheed Police lines.  The RPO 
underlined that there were particu-
lar groups such as women, children, 
minorities; who for many reasons 
were weak and vulnerable to abuse 

of human rights, social and cultural 
rights. He added that such segments 
of the society always stood in need 
of support and protection on the ut-
most. He added that district police 
officers (DPOs) should personally 
get involved with the multiple griev-
ances lodged by women, national 
minorities, children, indigenous 
people, disabled persons and other 
vulnerable segments of the society 
to ensure better and speedy deal, he 
said. The RPO said that the main fo-
cus of the police was occupied with 
the menace of terrorism, adding, 
for this reason the  department was 
working on the strengthening of ex-
isting check posts of the region to 
cope with this brewing issue. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 227.75 229.95

China Yuan 31.09 31.34

Japanese Yen 1.6 1.64

Saudi Riyal 62.5 63.1

U.A.E Dirham 64.5 65.1

UK Pound 279 281.5

Euro 244 246.25

Australian Dollar 148.26 149.51

Canadian Dollar 166.66 168.01

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
146500 

Rs. 
134291 

Rs. 
128188 

Rs. 
109875

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
125600 

Rs. 
115132 

Rs. 
109900 

Rs.  
94200

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12560 

Rs.  
11513 

Rs.  
10990 

Rs.  
9420

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
356100 

Rs. 
326423 

Rs. 
311588 

Rs. 
267075
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PTI chief Imran Khan has said that his party has now taken a 
hands-off approach to the appointment of the next army chief, 
we take a “step back” on the matter, saying no army chief will 
ever go against the institution, state or the people.
Khan added that let the government do what it wants. Nawaz 
Sharif wants to appoint an army chief who will protect his 
interests. No army chief will go against the nation’s interests,” 
the PTI chief said commenting on the matter in conversation 
with senior journalists recently. The way PTI has adopted poli-
ticking the appointment of the Army Chief was not commend-
able at all. The parameters for the appointment of Army Chief 
are defined in the Constitution that itself allows the Prime 
Minister to nominate anyone from the seniority list as the 
Army Chief. However, this time, when the date of appointing 
next COAS is nearing, Imran Khan has tried his level best to 
make this important appointment controversial and certainly 
anti-national interest elements took advantage and pitted the 
army and the people against each other. In this regard, so-
cial media is still misbehaving against the military institution, 
which is regrettable. Moreover, the PTI damaged the prestige 
of the institution by making baseless accusations against the 
military leadership and officers for the sake of personal inter-
ests, which indicated that under a specific agenda, national 
institutions, especially military, were time and again targeted. 
This kind of negative propaganda against Pakistan damaged 
the reputation of Pakistan around the world. And that’s why 
at one stage DG ISPR and ISI chief had to appear on TV to re-
fute the allegations of PTI on solid grounds. Imran’s decision 
to withdraw from his stand on appointment of army chief is 
welcomed. No politics should be played on the appointment 
of the army chief. Imran Khan should now leave the politics of 
anarchy and come towards positive politics. This is better for 
him and his party. Imran took another U-turn, but this time, it 
was a positive one.

Imran steps back on next COAS appointment

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif paid his first official visit 
to China on November 1-2 during 
which he reaffirmed his govern-
ment’s willingness to commit to 
high quality development of BRI and 
highlighted the salience of CPEC, a 
flagship project under BRI, to Pa-
kistan’s economic and social devel-
opment. In April 2015, President Xi 
Jinping of China had paid a state vis-
it to Pakistan, during which the two 
countries agreed to upgrade bilateral 
relations to an all-weather strategic 
cooperative partnership. CPEC, en-
tering the fast-track, attaches great-
er importance to the development of 
this relationship and the building of 
a closer China-Pakistan community 
with a shared future in the new era. 
On economic front, CPEC gives a 
strong boost to Pakistan’s growth. 
Over the past eight years, CPEC has 
brought $25.4 billion of investment 
to Pakistan. In particular, a series of 
power generation and transmission 
projects have greatly relaxed the 
shortage of power supply in Paki-
stan. Meanwhile, the completion of 
Karakoram Highway Upgrading and 
Peshawar-Karachi Highway has en-
larged the major road capacity in Pa-
kistan. These projects help Pakistan 
erase its long-existing constraints 
of energy and transportation on 
economic growth. On social front, 
CPEC also benefits Pakistani people, 
having already created more than 
70,000 jobs in Pakistan and will cre-
ate another 500,000 jobs directly or 
indirectly in the next 5 to 7 years. A 
series of social welfare projects have 
been completed, directly serving 
the local community’s interests in 
terms of water, medical care, educa-
tion and professional skills training. 
Even during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
there was no halt to the construction 
of CPEC projects, no job cut for Pa-
kistani staff and no withdrawal of 
the Chinese engineers and workers. 

On the basis of a successful Phase 
I, CPEC has stepped toward a new 
stage of high-quality development 
focusing on industrial cooperation, 
agriculture and social improve-
ment. Meanwhile, a series of Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ), including 
Rashakai and Dhabeji, has been 
launched and injects impetus for the 
next stage of industrialisation in Pa-
kistan. During PM Shehbaz’s recent 
visit to China, in line with the lead-
ership’s consensus to accelerate co-
operation in the areas of agriculture, 
mining, IT, socio-economic devel-
opment under CPEC, the two sides 
agreed to further build on the health, 
industry, digital and green corridors 
launched earlier this year and carry 
out relevant cooperation. CPEC’s 
story is embedded within deep-root-
ed strategic convergence between 
China and Pakistan. “As a project 
of national importance, CPEC en-
joys national consensus.” From the 
perspective of international strategy 
and foreign policy, China upholds 
the neighbouring diplomacy of “am-
ity, sincerity, mutual benefit and in-
clusiveness”, stressing “good-neigh-
bourly friendship”. China pursues 
shared development and common 
security with Pakistan as her strate-
gic goal in South Asia. CPEC, guided 
by the principles of extensive consul-
tation, joint contribution and shared 
benefits, advocates an open, inclu-
sive and shared development. China 
and Pakistan have set up a working 
group for international cooperation 
and coordination under the Joint 
Coordination Committee of CPEC, 
in order to facilitate third-party’s 
engagement with CPEC projects. 
Therefore, CPEC plays no role in 
the “camp politics” as someone’s 
concern. From security perspective, 
China promotes collective security 
through shared development with 
her neighbouring countries. CPEC is 
such a key enabler. From economic 

perspective, CPEC’s efforts on in-
dustry, agriculture and social wel-
fare in Phase 2 matches Pakistan’s 
need for sustainable development. 
CPEC’s success also proves itself 
by no mean a geo-strategic tool, 
but reflects the high-level strategic 
consensus and mutual trust. CPEC 
does not try to export any ideology 
or development model. China has 
always been supporting Pakistan 
in formulating and implementing 
policies in accordance with its own 
conditions and in pursuing its own 
development path independently. 
Also China has no preference on 
any certain political faction, social 
group or geographic region in Paki-
stan for bilateral cooperation. CPEC 
is not a gift as subsidy for any stra-
tegic intention, but an economic co-
operation project based on various 
formats, including investment and 
financing, government loans and 
non-reimbursable aid. Meanwhile, 
CPEC does not impose any political 
conditions such as structural reform 
agenda or fiscal constraint on Paki-
stan, while it operates under Paki-
stan’s existing social and economic 
conditions in accordance with the 
principle of extensive consultation, 
joint contribution and shared ben-
efits. Furthermore, CPEC reflects 
the need for both China and Paki-
stan to enhance bilateral relations 
from the political and defence fields 
to the economic front rather than 
an attempt to lock down each oth-
er’s geo-strategy options. Through 
collective efforts over eight years, 
CPEC has injected momentum to 
Pakistan’s prosperity and regional 
connectivity; gained more positive 
response in both countries and the 
region; and will play an increasing 
constructive and responsible role as 
a game-changer for China and Paki-
stan, for the region and beyond.

Courtesy The Express Tribune
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CPEC: A game-changer in the changing world
— By Dr Wang Xu 

The Constitution and the laws pro-
mulgated by the parliament define 
the contours of the system of gover-
nance and the powers and the role 
of the state institutions in promot-
ing the interests of the state. Their 
sanctity is beyond reproach. States 
progress regarding the achievement 
of their national goals when all the 
state institutions and the stakehold-
ers in the system of governance 
strictly adhere to the constitution 
and the laws of the land. Any devi-
ation from them creates chaos and 
anarchy jeopardising the state in-
terest and consequently adding to 
the sufferings of the masses. Un-
fortunately, our history provides a 
testimony of wilful defiance of the 
constitution and laws by the ruling 
elite to promote their vested inter-
ests or the struggle to clinch power 
by all means fair or unfair. Conse-
quently, the country finds itself at 
a crossroads. It has endured sever-
al self-inflicted tragedies including 
the dismemberment of the country 
since independence. Although mil-
itary dictators are also responsible 
for the detours that the country took 
from the objectives of independence 
and the vision bequeathed by the 
founding father regarding the path 
the country had to traverse but in 
my view, the politicians who enjoyed 
power stints in between the military 
rules share the major blame for it. 
They never made any sincere effort 
to do away with the archaic colonial 
system of governance which has in-
built avenues of corruption and pro-
motes power politics sans law and 
morality. Regrettably, they are still 
refusing to learn from history and 
taking corrective measures to put 
the country back on the rails. The 
current political crisis in the coun-
try is surely a sequel to the same 
mindset of grabbing political power 
by hook or crook at the cost of na-
tional interests where the good of 
the masses finds no place. The onus 

for fomenting this crisis lies on Im-
ran Khan. No person in his mind can 
deny the reality that he is a leader in 
his own right enjoying considerable 
following in the country. But the 
narrative he is trying to propagate 
is based on falsehood. His narra-
tive of the US conspiracy to remove 
him from power in connivance with 
PDM leaders and establishment has 
been nullified by none other than the 
man himself by telling the financial 
times that he no more blames the 
US for the conspiracy. He adopted 
a similar approach regarding his al-
legations of 35 punctures but when 
the judicial commission dismissed 
his contention about rigging, he told 
a private TV channel that it was a 
political talk and someone had told 
him about it. He kept the country on 
tenterhooks then and now is doing 
the same. Imran must realise that 
popularity cannot give legitimacy 
to falsehood and transform it into 
truth. The fact is that he has been 
ousted from power through consti-
tutional means but he tried to scuttle 
that move through unconstitution-
al actions in connivance with the 
deputy speaker and the President 
which were declared so by the apex 
court. There is no political, legal, or 
constitutional justification for his 
campaign against the sitting gov-
ernment—for which he is relying on 
the proven concocted and false nar-
ratives—and demand for immediate 
elections. The apex courts rightly 
advised him to go back to the assem-
bly and resolve political issues there 
which was a proper forum for them. 
Elections under the same system 
will not resolve the political issues 
confronting the country or foment-
ed by PTI. Almost all elections in the 
past have been made controversial 
and the political feuds emanating 
from them have even led to the de-
railment of the system.

Courtesy The Nation

The art of the possible
— By Malik Muhammad Ashraf 

No end in sight
As winter sets in, people across the 
country are bracing themselves for 
massive loadshedding of gas, es-
pecially the household consumers. 
According to reports, the Petroleum 
Division has told parliament that it 
will try its best to supply household 
consumers with three hours of gas in 

the morning, two hours in the after-
noon and three hours in the evening. 
The government, yet again, has failed 
to ensure that we have enough gas to 
meet our needs. This is a story that 
is repeated almost every winter. To 
top it all off, earlier this year, Ogra al-
lowed a colossal 45 per cent increase 
in the gas tariff. As the prices of every 

essential item continue climbing ever 
higher, the burden of the masses gets 
heavier and heavier. With little chance 
of the Rupee recovering its lost value, 
any hope of a respite is fading.

– Hussain Siddiqui
– Islamabad

Letter to the Editor

Pakistan’s major cities contain one of 
the most complicated infrastructures 
of electricity around the world, which 
can partially be attributed to the hap-
hazard, unplanned, and mushroom-
ing housing societies in metropolis-
es. To make the situation worst, it 
is indeed, an extreme challenge for 
power utilities to ensure the supply 
of electricity to the customers, main-
ly in the rainy season, which comes 
with the sacrifice of the precious lives 
of the technical team members every 
year. According to the State of Indus-
try Report 2022 released by NEPRA, 
196 people, mostly workers of power 
distribution companies, have sac-
rificed their lives in the line of duty 
across Pakistan. The technical staff 
assumes high-risk responsibilities at 
the time of extreme weather condi-
tions, such as torrential rains. These 
unsung heroes lose their lives to fix 
the issues of their customers. Be-
sides the deaths of technical work-
ers, citizens in many cities fell victim 
to electrocution due to widespread 
illegal connections, which turn out 
to be deadly connections for users 
of hooks (Kundas) or illegal con-
nections by its users or unfortunate 
passersby in the area. Stranded rain-
water in many areas, including posh 
localities, shanty towns, and crowded 
bazaars and commercial buildings in 
metropolises, also cost precious lives 
due to electrocution. The regulator 
had been very strict with DISCOs on 
deaths caused by electrocution. It im-
posed penalties of around Rs 270.5 
million on various DISCOs in FY22.  
Peshawar witnessed the worst situ-
ation of fatalities as 39 people were 

victims of electrification in the finan-
cial year 2021-22, which showed a 
69 per cent increase in deaths. Be-
sides, the number of fatalities grew 
by 22 per cent in Islamabad and 77 
per cent in Faisalabad from FY21 
to FY22. Surprisingly, In Karachi, 
the number of deaths has reduced 
by 33 per cent in the financial year 
2021-22 as compared to the fatalities 
reported in the previous year despite 
downpours measured record in-
crease amid the intensity and period. 
One of the ways to reduce fatal inci-
dents is to take extraordinary mea-
sures, including fresh investments 
for revamping the infrastructure. 
For instance, K-Electric has rebuilt 
elevated power-supplying stations 
and rolled out aerial bundle cables, 
which ultimately reduced the num-
ber of casualties. Customers in many 
areas continue to receive electricity 
during moderate-intensity rains in 
the monsoon season due to this re-
vamped infrastructure, which usual-
ly did not happen in the commercial 
capital as the DISCO usually did pre-
ventive power load-shed in the rainy 
season. Moreover, the company also 
provided training to nearly 100 fe-
male volunteers under its CSR Proj-
ect Roshni Baji with one of the aims 
to educate electricity users residing 
in different areas about preventing 
themselves from electric shocks 
mainly while using their home appli-
ances in the rainy season. According 
to the NEPRA report, KE investment 
in various projects, including infra-
structure, surged to Rs. 12.28 billion 
in FY22 as compared to Rs.6.98 bil-
lion investment reported in FY12; 

showing a whopping growth of 75 
per cent on a year-on-year basis. The 
number of fatalities due to electrocu-
tion is reported every year with varied 
numbers. However, the prevention of 
such incidents could also be made 
possible through the awareness of 
customers and the promotion of 
preventive measures in society. The 
incidents of electrocution can’t be re-
duced to zero by any power utility if 
theft of electricity continues through 
hooks or Kundas in residential and 
commercial areas. Related factors 
include the structure of residential 
societies and commercial places in 
Pakistan, which cost the lives of in-
dividuals. The use of substandard 
equipment and wired connectivity 
by the customers also cause the loss 
to public and private properties and 
may also result in fatal electrocution. 
The widespread part of electricity 
infrastructure, poles, are being used 
by cable tv and internet providers, 
which creates problems for DISCOs. 
These wires are a potential source of 
painful electrocution. It is high time 
to realise that safety is not the sole 
responsibility of electricity providers 
but it is, in fact, the responsibility of 
every stakeholder, including custom-
ers and the government, to ensure 
that citizen lives are protected in 
every circumstance, and they have 
to play their due role accordingly. 
In this regard, massive awareness 
and ongoing training are required to 
address the issue of electrocution in 
every city and area, either through 
mass media or through direct visits.

Courtesy Daily Times

In the Line of Duty
— By Muhammad Yasir
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Int’l education week celebrations highlight 
multi-faceted benefits of US Higher Education

GB government launches Taleem Finance’ scheme to 
support brilliant students in top universities

Ethiopian envoy pays tribute to Quaid-e-Azam

Parliamentary Secretary 
for effective measures to 

control drugs use

Karandaaz leads conversation on 
climate-smart housing in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. Mission in Pa-
kistan and Education USA celebrated 
International Education Week (IEW), 
November 14-18, with a series of in-per-
son, hybrid, and virtual events that un-
derscored the advantages of U.S. higher 
education. Geared towards students, 
parents, and school counselors, these 
activities focused on the unparalleled in-
ternational student experience and the 
wealth of quality programs and oppor-
tunities available in the United States. 
“Both the United States and Pakistan 
place a high value on educational ex-
changes and know the impact a first-rate 
education can make to an individual, a 
community, and a nation. Each year the 
U.S. government sends approximately 
800 Pakistanis to the United States to 
study, including fully-funded fellow-
ships for 100 Master’s and 50 PhD can-
didates through our flagship Fulbright 
Program,” said Jacqueline Deley, Acting 
Country Public Affairs Officer. “These 
educational opportunities at top-quality 
U.S. academic institutions represent an 
important investment in Pakistan’s fu-
ture and are emblematic of the value the 
United States places on our partnership 
and friendship with Pakistan. Upon 
their return, these students are poised 
to succeed in their chosen professional 
fields and make meaningful contribu-
tions to Pakistan and the world.”  This 
year’s celebrations commenced with a 
hybrid High Achievers’ and Counselors’ 
Recognition Ceremony to honor excep-

tional students and recognize the efforts 
of dedicated counselors from local high 
schools across Pakistan. Many U.S. 
higher education institutions participat-
ed by pre-screening student profiles and 
encouraging these potential applicants 
to apply during the next admissions 
cycle. “Higher education in the United 
States is not just about a rigorous aca-
demic experience; it is also about per-
sonal growth spurred on by being in a 
culturally diverse environment. With 
over 4,000 options to choose from, 
finding a ‘best fit’ school is no easy feat 
– EducationUSA advisers and counsel-
ors in Pakistan are doing a great job of 
helping strong students identify institu-
tions where they can truly thrive,” said 
USEFP Executive Director Rita Akhtar. 
“Once in the USA, these students find 
themselves in the unique position of be-
ing able to share stories about Pakistan’s 
rich culture and heritage with people 
from around the world. IEW activities, 
driven by the multi-faceted benefits of 
U.S. higher education, strengthen our 
commitment to educational exchange 
between both countries.” Other events 
included a networking tea for coun-
selors at the U.S. Consulate General in 
Karachi, a panel discussion between 
students in Pakistan and those already 
studying at various universities in the 
United States, and science and recita-
tion activities aimed at building confi-
dence as students begin to think about 
the future. (Agencies)

GILGIT: In many countries 
around the world, the expenses 
associated with higher educa-
tion leave many deserving bright 
minds deprived of this right, Pa-
kistan is no exception, said Chief 
Secretary Gilgit Baltistan Muhi-
udeen Wani. He said “As Chief 
Secretary I am also Chairperson 
of Karakoram Cooperative Bank 
Limited and we have come up 
with ‘Taleem Finance’ scheme to 
abate this deprivation.”
He said the students from Gilgit 
Baltistan securing admission in 
Top 15 Universities of Pakistan 
would be provided with 100 per-
cent loan covering all the fees 

and stipends associated with 
their Higher Education Degree, 
said an official statement on Fri-
day.  CS GB said the recovery 
would only take place after 5 
years of completion of their stud-
ies.  He said,”We have already 
taken a step towards it by provid-
ing ‘Taleem Finance’ to a young 
girl who got admission in NUST.”
He said now, higher education 
would not just be an illusive 
dream for the youth of the re-
gion, they will not have to sacri-
fice their aspirations of growth 
and development adding that we 
would provide them with a path 
towards it. (APP)

KARACHI: Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary Jemal 
Beker Abdula on Friday paid tribute 
to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah during his visit to the mausoleum. 
He laid floral wreath at the mausole-
um and offered Fateha for him. In his 
comments in the visitor’s notebook, 

he said “It is a great honour for me to 
visit mausoleum of Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah for paying my re-
spects to him. Ethiopia shares Quaid-
e-Azam’s vision for peaceful, prosper 
and inclusive Pakistan. Salute to him 
for creating a wonderful resilient na-
tion.” (APP)

11 dead, 1,249 injured in 
1,200 accidents in Punjab
LAHORE: At least 11 people were 
killed and 1,249 injured in 1,200 ac-
cidents in Punjab during the last 24 
hours. According to the Rescue 1122,  
626 drivers, 43 underage drivers, 165 
pedestrians and 469 passengers were 
among the victims of the road traffic 
crashes. The statistics showed that 
292 accidents were reported in La-
hore which affected 296 people plac-
ing the provincial capital top of the 
list followed by 103 Faisalabad in with 
98 victims and third Multan with 81 
accidents and 78 victims. According 
to data, 1,056 motorcycles, 73 rick-
shaws, 119 cars, 21 vans, 16 buses, 
28 trucks and 113 other vehicles 
besides slow-moving carts were in-
volved in the accidents.

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secretary 
Industries and Production Division, Dr. 
Syeda Shahida Rehmani showed great 
concern over increasing use of drugs 
among Pakistani youth. She expressed 
her deep concerns during a meeting 
with Federal Minister for Narcotics 
Control Nawabzada Shazain Bugti 
here on other day, said a press release 
issued here on Friday. She urged the 
Ministry of Narcotics Control to take 
effective measures for the prevention of 
use of the drugs in the country. The fed-
eral minister appraised the delegation 
regarding different legislation the Min-
istry is working for preventative mea-
sures. Referring to recently launch of 
the National Drug Use Survey Pakistan 
2022-24, the minister said it will help to 
take stock of the drug abuse situation 
in the country and facilitate chalking 
out strategies to effectively combat the 
challenges of drug abuse. (APP)

Balochistan govt to ensure provision of 20 kg flour bag for Rs 1,470
QUETTA: Balochistan government is 
taking measures to ensure provision 
of 20 kilogram bag of flour for Rs 1,470 
to provide relief to the people of flood 
affected areas. The provincial govern-
ment has decided to provide subsidy on 
flour and other food items which would 
be given to each district to provide max-
imum relief to the people, an official of 

the Balochistan government has said. 
He said that the goal of the provincial 
government was to serve the masses 
and to provide them maximum facili-
ties, besides ensuring quick rehabilita-
tion process in all flood-affected parts of 
the province. The Balochistan govern-
ment has also initiated a programme to 
provide wheat seeds for the cultivation 

of Rabi crop to around 100,000 farmers 
in the province. It has released Rs 2.20 
billion for the provision of wheat seeds 
free of charge to the farmers of the 
flood-affected areas. The government 
had procured around 381,000 bags of 
50 kilogram wheat to ensure free of 
charge distribution of seeds for the cur-
rent season, he said. (Agencies)

NA speaker terms children as prosperous,  
democratic future of Pakistan

136 new dengue cases reported in Punjab
LAHORE: About 136 cases of dengue 
virus were reported in Punjab on Fri-
day whereas no death was reported 
during the last 24 hours. According 
to the Health Department, a total of 
17,874 dengue virus cases had been 
reported so far during the current year 
while 41 people died of the disease 
and 749 patients were under treatment 
in different hospitals of the province. 
The Punjab Primary and Secondary 
Healthcare Department reported 33 
cases of dengue in Lahore with the 
highest number in the province while 
17 cases were reported in Multan, 24 
in Rawalpindi, 20 in Gujranwala, one 

each in Nankana Sahib, Sialkot, Chak-
wal, Muzaffargarh, Attock, Jhelum and 
Okara, 20 in Faisalabad, four each in 
Sargodha and Kasur, two each in Gu-
jrat and Vehari and three more cases 
were reported in Sahiwal during the 
last 24 hours. All suspected cases of 
dengue were kept under surveillance 
and their tests were being conducted.
The anti-dengue squad killed dengue 
larvae at 1,894 places in the province 
during surveillance. The squad con-
ducted surveillance at 456,916 indoor 
and 116,279 outdoor places to detect 
dengue larvae during the last 24 hours 
in different places. (APP)

KDA pays Rs 210 mln as 
LPR dues to 350 ex-staffers
KARACHI: Karachi Development 
Authority (KDA) has disbursed Rs 
210 million to over 350 retired em-
ployees under the head of Leave 
Preparatory to Retirement (LPR) 
dues, said Member Finance KDA 
Syed Shujaat Hussain. Shujaat in-
formed this in a meeting with a del-
egation of high officials here, said 
a KDA spokesperson on Friday. He 
said that the payments of LRP dues 
were ensured on the special instruc-
tions of DG KDA Syed Muhammad 
Ali Shah. Shujaat said that the KDA 
was taking all possible measures 
for the welfare of its officers and 
employees. He assured that the pen-
sions were being paid to the retired 
employees on time and due to the 
positive steps taken by DG KDA, the 
process of disbursing salaries to the 
officers and employees every month 
had been ensured. He said that the 
DG KDA was taking personal inter-
est in providing medical facilities to 
the KDA staffers. 
Meanwhile, DG KDA Syed Muham-
mad Ali Shah said that the officers 
and employees were the “backbone 
of the organization” and they had 
played a key role in its [KDA’s] suc-
cess. (Agencies)

PM to appoint new COAS as per law:  
Asif Ali Zardari

SCCI organises seminar on ‘Iqbal’s message for all of us’

KARACHI: Former President and Pres-
ident of Pakistan People’s Party Par-
liamentarians (PPPP) Asif Ali Zardari 
has said that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif will appoint the new Chief of the 
Army Staff (COAS) in line with the law 
and the Constitution. According to the 
spokesman for the Bilawal house, here, 
on Friday, Asif Ali Zardari said that 

“they strongly believe in the system of 
promotion in the Pakistan Army”. He 
said that all the “three-star generals are 
equal and they are fully able to lead the 
Pakistan Army”. He was of the view 
that the matter of new COAS appoint-
ment must not be “politicized” at any 
cost, which could cause “damage to the 
institution”. (APP)

SIALKOT: A seminar on ‘Iqbal’s mes-
sage for all of us’ was organised by 
the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (SCCI) under Allama 
Iqbal Council here on Friday. For-
mer inspector general of police (IGP) 
Punjab Zulfiqar Ahmed Cheema, 
speaking at the seminar, said that 
the Poet of the East Allama Iqbal is 
the benefactor of the Islamic world. 
“God had blessed him with amazing 

talents, and the case of Islam and 
the concept of Pakistan presented 
by Allama Iqbal could not be done 
by anyone else,” he added. Former 
IGP said the great poet was born in 
Sialkot, which was a source of pride 
for all people living in the area, es-
pecially the residents of Sialkot. Zu-
lfiqar Cheema said the whole world 
respects Allama Iqbal and in Iran, he 
has been given special status. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
(NA) Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf on 
Friday termed the children as prosper-
ous and democratic future of Pakistan. 
Welcoming the children of various 
government schools of the federal cap-
ital in the Parliament House visiting 
gallery to mark the World Children’s 
Day which falls on November 20 ev-
ery year, the speaker said the NA had 
always remained energized in reach-
ing out these young-minds in order to 
inculcate the spirit of democracy, tol-
erance and peace. He said the future 

of a prosperous Pakistan was lying in 
their hands suggesting to observe and 
learn the democratic norms and prac-
tice them in their everyday life. He also 
wished a bright future to the children 
who were invited by the Parliamenta-
ry Caucus on Child Rights Convener 
Mehnaz Akbar Aziz. Later on, the 
Convener Mehnaz presented a resolu-
tion in the house after seeking permis-
sion to suspend the rules of business 
which was unanimously passed by the 
legislators in the best interest of Chil-
dren’s future. (APP)

Student died, 
two injured in 

road side accident
ISLAMABAD: A student died and 
his two brothers received serious 
head injuries in a roadside accident 
on Friday in Sarjani, Baba mor area 
of Karachi. According to details, all 
three were brothers and going to 
school when an over speed dumper 
crushed the bike.  The rescue teams 
rushed on the spot and the injured 
were shifted to a nearby hospital. 
The driver was arrested and the 
dumper was also taken into police 
custody.  (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Karandaaz Pakistan 
held a webinar to launch its latest study 
on the potential of Climate-Smart, 
Low-Income Housing in Pakistan. In-
dustry leaders and stakeholders came 
together to deliberate on the hous-
ing needs in Pakistan and the impact 
green initiatives can have in meeting 
the needs of populations especially 
vulnerable to the impact of climate 
change.  Between 2000 and 2019, Paki-
stan was found to rank eighth amongst 
the top ten countries most vulnera-
ble to the negative impacts of climate 
change. This vulnerability became 
starkly evident Earlier this year, as 
one-third of the country was flooded as 
a result of unprecedented rainfall and 
glacier melt. As estimated by Karan-
daaz, over 33 million people were 
displaced, and one-seventh lost their 
homes due to the floods of 2022. With 
an ever-increasing frequency of severe 
climate-related events, depleting ener-
gy resources, and a population growth 
rate that far outpaces the provision of 
housing, this webinar was arranged as 
a platform to bring together a wide set 
of stakeholders, including architects, 
urban planners, financiers and fund-
ing providers, etc. to discuss Pakistan’s 
housing needs. Arif Hasan, one of Pa-
kistan’s most reputable architects and 
urban planners stated that “The most 
obvious climate change event in Paki-
stan has been the recent flooding. The 
main cause was consistent rain and 
though we cannot do anything about 
rain changing its course, lessons can 
be learned. A key factor that amplified 
the impact of the floods and contribut-
ed to the damage caused, was the fact 

that flood waters could not be drained 
out. Roads without culverts in them; 
canals, headworks, barrages that have 
not been desilted; and saim naalis that 
have been clogged with vegetation 
led to entire villages being wiped out. 
Therefore, a very important aspect in 
the rural areas will be the choice of a 
location for reconstruction. It has to be 
in a location where this is a disposal 
point for water, and any hindrances to 
reach the disposal point need to be re-
moved. Another important issue in re-
construction is the high cost involved 
in building conventional housing such 
as that of cement and steel. So, afford-
able alternatives become pertinent.  
Subsidies cannot be provided to in-
dividuals but should be available for 
the supply of these materials in flood 
effected areas”. Dr Shamshad Akhtar, 
Chairperson Karandaaz said, “The 
housing deficit in Pakistan is approxi-
mately 12 million homes and the esti-
mated market size for affordable hous-
ing was reported to be USD 165 billion 
in 2020. This is expected to grow to 
USD 537 billion by 2050. There is am-
ple opportunity for green builders and 
government to intervene to develop 
the climate-smart housing value chain 
and encourage further sector activity 
as it has important ramifications - the 
economy benefits from reduced car-
bon emissions, the units are cheaper 
to build and buy and the recurring and 
maintenance costs are lower than that 
of a traditional home. To this end, it is 
very encouraging to see the presence 
of builders that have come up with 
creative solutions for green housing 
units”. (Agencies)

Motorway Police foils robbery bid
ISLAMABAD: The timely action of 
Motorway Police has foiled a rob-
bery bid from occurring at Motor-
way (M-1). According to Spokes-
person Motorway Police, two armed 
suspects were hiding in bushes near 
Barhama Bahtar for the purpose of 
robbery. As soon as they saw the 

motorway police, the accused tried 
to escape and as a result a suspect 
was arrested. The motorcycle of the 
accused parked outside the security 
fence was also seized. The accused 
was then handed over to Police Sta-
tion Saddar Hasan Abdal for further 
investigation (Agencies)

Federal government assures provision of security 
force at LG polls in AJK: Sardar Tanveer Ilyas

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minister 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas Khan on Friday said 
that the Local Government elec-
tions would be held as per schedule 
on November 27 and the federal 
government would provide required 
security personnel to maintain law 
and order. Talking to journalists at 
a wedding ceremony here Friday, 
he said that the people were happy 
to see that the elections were being 
held after a break of more than three 
decades, adding that he was opti-
mistic that the federal government 
would respect the wishes of the 
people of the state and provide the 

required security. He said that the 
the government was committed to 
fulfill the commitments it had made 
with the people of the liberated 
territory during election campaign 
including holding of Local Bodies’ 
elections.The Prime Minister said, 
“We have taken a clear position, we 
have also told the federal govern-
ment that the government will fulfill 
its responsibilities in this regard”. 
He said that the decision to hold the 
polls as per schedule had generated 
a lot of optimism amongst the peo-
ple especially the youth who were 
actively participating in the election 
campaigns. (APP)

DC, Director GDA visit Nathiagali, review measures
NATHIAGALI: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Abbottabad Tariq Salam Mar-
wat and Director Galyat Development 
Authority (GDA) Ishtiaq Ahmed along 
with officers concerned Friday visited 
the Nathiagali and reviewed the mea-
sures taken for snowfall. To provide fa-
cilities to the tourists and locals during 

the snowfall, he inspected the control 
room, condition of snow clearing ma-
chinery and rescue points established 
under the Winter Contingency Plan.He  
was briefed on the measures taken by 
the GDA and other allied departments 
and the contingency plan on behalf of 
the Director of Admin GDA. (APP)
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President for creating awareness on initiatives for women empowerment
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
Friday underlined the need for a com-
prehensive awareness campaign with 
the involvement of all relevant stake-
holders to inform and educate female 
population of the country regarding 
steps taken by the government for the 
empowerment of women and to urge 
them to fully utilize and profit from 
these initiatives He made these re-
marks during a meeting with a delega-
tion of the Women Business Network 
here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr. During the 
meeting, the president said that mul-
tiple products targeting women had 
been launched, which include open-
ing bank accounts online without re-
quiring women to visit bank branches 
and fulfilling cumbersome processes, 
Property Rights acts, which have made 
it mandatory for giving the inheritance 
to the women. “Females are also being 
offered loans on easy terms and con-
ditions”, he added. The President said 
that BISP and Ehsaas programs were 
extremely effective and were playing a 
pivotal role in maintaining data of the 
women population, providing them 
with financial stipends, helping them to 

open bank accounts and creating a dig-
ital communication network to com-
municate with the women of Pakistan 
through digital, SMS and other such 
services. He said that although there 
was a pressing need for taking more 
steps for empowering women both 
economically and financially and to 
encourage women to profit and benefit 
from the laws, programs and initiatives 
already in the field of empowerment of 
women. The president expressed his 
deep concerns that although the banks 
had been offering preferred loans to 
women, however, only 2 to 5% of loans 
were being availed. 
He called upon all the women’s net-
works and other relevant organiza-
tions in private and government sec-
tors to take decisive action and roll out 
advocacy and awareness programs to 
advise the women to fully utilize these 
loans, which he said would play a piv-
otal role in their empowerment.
The president said that if Pakistan was 
to make progress, it needed to ensure 
that its women population was in-
volved in the active economic stream, 
was empowered financially and eco-

nomically and equipped with educa-
tion and marketable skills through the 
existing skilled-based institutions and 
also benefiting from the free of cost 
training and education and programs 
offered online.
He said that women parliamentarians, 
Chambers of Commerce, NGOs and 
advocacy groups should join hands 
to develop a comprehensive strategy 
to reach out to women at the grass-
roots level and equip them with the 
information and education for their 
self-empowerment. The president said 
that there was also a need to develop a 
comprehensive strategy and advocacy 
campaign to bring women into the for-
mal structure and elevate them to de-
cision-making positions, which would 
encourage other women to follow suit.
He said that the women and youth 
bulge of the country were two great 
assets, which need to be fully equipped 
and geared to contribute their pivotal 
role in the progress and development 
of the country. The president appreci-
ated that women were entering into 
professional education in reasonable 
numbers. (APP)

Grade 11 sub engineers of 
Hazara region promoted 

to grade 16
ABBOTTABAD: On the recommenda-
tions of the Departmental Promotion 
Committee provincial government of 
KPK, Friday notified the promotion 
of grade 11 sub-engineers of Tehsil 
Municipal Administrations (TMAs) of 
Hazara division to grade 16. According 
to the notification the sub-engineers 
of TMA Abbottabad, Mansehra, Har-
ipur, Lower Tanawal, Ghazi, Manseh-
ra, Battagram, Baffa, Lora and others 
were promoted to grade 16. Sub En-
gineer Abdul Qadeer of TMA Abbotta-
bad, Azhar Jalee from Mansehra, Mu-
hammad Firdous, Muhammad Abid, 
Waseem Khan, Ahsan Shafique from 
Haripur, Haseeb Akram from Ghazi, 
Akhtar Hussain, Asad Jamal from 
Mansehra, Naeem Akhtar from Batt-
agram, Mazhar Yar Khan from Baffa 
and Muhammad Shahzeb from Lower 
Tanawal were promoted from grade 
11 to grade16. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bil-
awal Bhutto Zardari on Friday said 
Pakistan would not take a solo flight 
to recognize the interim government 
of Afghanistan and stressed reviewing 
the country’s counter-terrorism policy 
to prevent the resurgence of militan-
cy. At a press conference held on the 
six months of the government’s for-
eign policy, he called the need for an 
“in-camera review” to reform the ap-
proach on counter-terrorism in a bid 
to prevent the factors that gave rise 
to militancy in the past Asked if peace 
in Afghanistan meant countering the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), he 
said it was important to internally re-
view the policy. “Never think that the 
matter of TTP is as black-and-white 
as either it would be war or negotia-
tions with them,” he said, highlight-
ing that Pakistan in recent years had 
undergone a successful journey to 
eliminate terrorism and extremism 
from its soil. However, he said, “There 
is nothing wrong with reexamining 
the approach on counter-terrorism 
viz-a-viz developments in the region”. 
“When we came to power, we decided 
to engage with Afghan authorities re-
gardless of our differences for greater 
national interest. We won’t take a solo 
flight on the matter of recognition of 
the Afghan government,” he said. On 
closure of Chaman border, he said 
terrorist attacks on Pakistan’s securi-
ty forces from the Afghan side led to 
closure of the border and urged the 
Afghan government to take measures 
not to let their country’s soil used 
against its neighbour. He said peace in 
Afghanistan was crucial for Pakistan 
and the region, and urged the interna-
tional community to get engaged with 
the interim government of Afghan-
istan to avert a humanitarian crisis. 
He also called upon the authorities in 
Afghanistan to fulfill the pledges, es-
pecially related to human rights and 
women’s education. He mentioned 
that the nation’s whole-hearted sup-
port helped ending terrorism from 
the tribal areas including North Wa-
ziristan. Bilawal said the coalition 
government had put in good efforts to 
restore the foreign policy objectives by 
holding ‘meaningful’ high-level diplo-
matic engagements. He mentioned 
that the country’s foreign policy was 
on positive trajectory to help achieve 
the goals of development by address-
ing important issues including count-
er-terrorism, security and economic 
cooperation. He said the government’s 
focus was to prioritize the national in-
terest and emphasized maintaining a 
balanced relationship and a positive 
outreach with all countries including 
the United States and China. He said 
the relations between Pakistan and 
the U.S. had been “de-hyphenated”. 
The foreign minister said persistent 
implementation of both action plans 
mainly countering money-laundering 
and terror-financing would remain 

high on the government’s agenda. He 
mentioned that due to GSP Plus, the 
country’s export outlook witnessed an 
exponential growth of 80 percent in 
recent times. The foreign minister said 
Pakistan was actively pursuing the ac-
tivities at various international forums 
including the United Nations, Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO), 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), Conference of 
Parties (COP27) and G-77 etc. Asked 
about the change in stance of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan re-
garding the ‘U.S. cipher conspiracy, he 
said, “We welcome the latest U-turn 
of Mr. Khan on leaving the American 
conspiracy behind”. He stressed that 
there had never been a conspiracy by 
the United States as was earlier stat-
ed by Imran Khan. He said Pakistan 
and the U.S. enjoyed historic relation-
ship in the interest of their people. He 
termed current political climate in the 
country ‘a storm in the teacup’, regret-
ting the apathy of Imran Khan in the 
midst of several challenges faced by 
the country.
The foreign minister emphasized fo-
cusing on ‘trade instead of aid’ with 
other countries to put the country on 
path of economic stability. He regret-
ted that wrongdoings of the past re-
sulted in agricultural and educational 
crisis in the country. Bilawal said Pa-
kistan wanted a peaceful engagement 
with all neighbouring countries to en-
sure regional development and pros-
perity.
However, he pointed out the involve-
ment of a neighbouring country in 
carrying out nefarious activities of 
terrorism in Balochistan. Regarding 
climate disaster affecting Pakistan, he 
stressed continued support at nation-
al and international level to minimize 
the catastrophic impact on economy. 
On Pak-Iran gas pipeline, he empha-
sized resolution of issues and hurdles 
through the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) so as to get max-
imum benefit from the development 
project. He called for dialogue and 
diplomacy to address the common 
challenges of the world. Terming the 
killing of senior journalist Arshad 
Sharif a ‘traumatic incident’, he said 
serious efforts were being made with 
regard to proper conclusion of the 
case. He said Pakistan People’s Party 
always stressed prioritizing the issues 
pertaining to the citizens of Pakistan 
and rising above the politics in their 
interest. (APP)

Two health screening camps set-up in Multan

Review of counter-terror policy in need amid 
‘war or talks’ scenario with TTP: FM

MULTAN: Secretary Primary and 
Secondary Healthcare South Pun-
jab, Muhammad Iqbal, said that the  
health screening camps have been set 
up in Multan on the special directions 
of provincial health minister Punjab 
Dr. Akhtar Malik. He expressed these 
views during visit to health screening 
camp and also reviewed the screening 
process at various counters. He said 
that free screening facilities would 
be available to hundreds of people 
against various diseases besides this 
people will also get full awareness 
about preventive measures of various 
diseases. On this occasion, Program 
Director Punjab Hepatitis Control 

Program Dr. Shahid Hussain Magsi 
and Chief Executive Officer District 
Health Authority Multan Dr. Ghu-
lam Yasin Saber while giving briefing 
said that three-day health screen-
ing camps have been set up at Dera 
MUhammadi and 9-Kassi areas. The 
screening camps will continue till 
Sunday, November 20. They further 
informed that the free screening fa-
cilities of hepatitis B and C, malaria, 
TB, HIV-AIDS, diabetes, high blood 
pressure, respiratory diseases, men-
tal problems, breast cancer, cervical 
cancer and children facing malnutri-
tion issues were being provided in the 
screening camps. (APP)

Govt to provide legal cover to 
street vendor program:Faisal Kundi

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister for Poverty Alleviation 
and Social Safety, Mr. Faisal Karim 
Kundi Friday announced that the pres-
ent government will provide legal status 
to the street vendors program. He was 
presiding over a briefing on providing 
an enabling environment for street 
vending. Mr. Zia Banday, senior fellow 
Pakistan Institute for Development 
Economics (PIDE) and focal person of 
street vendors’ program, gave a detailed 
presentation on the ongoing program 
in Islamabad, its challenges and future 
roadmap. The meeting was attended 
by Mr. Nadeem Afzal Chan, Former 
PPP MNA and high officials of the min-
istry along with representative street 
vendors. Faisal Kundi said that street 
vendors are an important part of soci-
ety and by recognizing them through 
legislation and regulations we can build 

our economy. Zia Banday apprised 
Faisal Karim Kundi about the challeng-
es faced by street vendors. The previous 
government didn’t provide legal status 
to Rehri Ban project due to which such 
a useful scheme had to face a closure 
in the initial stages, said Faisal Karim 
Kundi. The present government will 
provide legal status to the project, he 
added.  Street vendors discussed their 
fears and expectations of the vendor’s 
community with Faisal Karim Kundi. 
Kundi assured them full support for the 
welfare of street vendors. He said that 
vendors will only welcome this project 
if legal grounds are provided to the 
project. This project must be extended 
to the provincial level, he added. It was 
elaborated in the meeting that in com-
parison to other developing countries, 
street vendors remained a much ne-
glected segment in Pakistan. (APP)

PFA discards expired
bakery products

LAHORE: The Punjab Food Author-
ity (PFA) discarded a huge quantity 
of expired bakery products and loose 
colours during a raid on a famous 
confectionary unit in Gulberg area on 
Friday. A PFA enforcement team took 
action against the bakery shop due to 
non-compliance with the authority in-
structions, poor cleanliness arrange-
ments and preserved expired food at 
the surface of the floor in the process-
ing area. PFA Director General Mu-
dassar Riaz Malik said that dairy and 
frozen meat products were stored to-
gether against the rules of the Punjab 
Pure Food Regulations. Apart from 
that, workers of the shop did not have 
medical and training certificates.
He said that the PFA would not com-
promise on the quality of food and 
take strict action against the violators 
as per law. (APP)

USC decreases price of edible oil, ghee
ISLAMABAD: The Spokesperson 
of Utility Store Corporation (USC) 
here on Friday informed that the 
corporation has drastically reduced 
the prices of ghee and cooking oil 
with immediate effect. The price of 
Habib Banaspati has been reduced 
by Rs.34 per kg, while the price of 
Habib cooking oil has been reduced 
by Rs.36 per kg, according to USC 
press release. Similarly, the price 
of Eva ghee gremium brand has 
reduced by Rs 39 per kg, while the 
price of Soya Supreme ghee premi-
um  has reduced by Rs 25 per kg, the 
price of Soya Supreme cooking oil 1 

liter has reduced by Rs 7, he added. 
It should be noted that the special 
subsidy available on flour, sugar and 
ghee has also extended by the feder-
al government at all stores across the 
country under the Prime Minister’s 
Relief Package. The corporation 
has recently launched SMS service 
5566 for transparent and innovative 
procurement of subsidized items, 
therefore providing consumers with 
quality and affordable items in a 
better way. The federal government 
is also taking more steps to provide 
affordable and quality food items to 
the masses.  (Agencies)

Sec Housing South for timely completion 
of ongoing projects

MULTAN: Secretary Housing South 
Punjab, Muhammad Asif Chaudhary, 
directed officials concerned to com-
plete the ongoing uplift projects as 
early as possible to facilitate the mass-
es. He expressed these views while 
presiding over a meeting to review the 
annual development projects 2022-23 
here on Friday. PHA, WASA, and MDA 
officials gave a briefing to Secretary 
Housing. Muhammad Asif Chaudhry 
ordered to complete the ongoing de-
velopment projects at BCG chowk 
soon to provide relief to the public. 
Slowness in the projects will not be 
tolerated and utilize funds properly. 

He also directed WASA to complete 
projects timely and also resolved the 
hurdles in the schemes. Instructions 
have been issued to XENs of Taunsa, 
DG Khan and Muzaffargarh for com-
pleting the schemes at the earliest.  He 
suggested a coordinated strategy to 
complete the schemes in the flood 
affected areas and there would be no 
compromise on the quality of work. 
Expressing anger on WASA, directed 
officials to complete the projects on 
war footing basis. DG MDA Qaiser 
Saleem, Deputy Secretary Zahid Iqbal 
and heads of other departments were 
also present on this occasion.(APP)

IESCO issues power 
suspension programme

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (IESCO) on Friday issued 
a power suspension programme for 
Saturday for various areas of its region 
due to necessary maintenance and rou-
tine development work. According to 
IESCO Spokesman, the power supply 
of different feeders and grid stations 
would remain suspended for the period 
from 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM, Shahdara, 
T&T, Tallaght City, Westridge, Raja-
habad, Golra, Dhok Chowdhury, New 
Race Course, Charing Cross, Modern 
Flour Mill, Shams Colony, Radio Pak, 
Ameer. Hamza, Modern Flour Mill, 
NRC, Zircon Heights, Shahigan, Adiala 
Jail, Shahpur, Khasala Feeders, Islam-
abad Circle, Shikar Padian, Pak China, 
G-6, CDA Flats, Burma, Scheme II-, 
Smalley Dam, Khanna Dock, Margalla 
Tower, -10/3, H-8/2, NDC II-, PHA, F-11 
Tower, T&T, Company Bagh, Kohala, 
Kotli Sattian, Shahdara, Rawalpin-
di Circle , 4th Road, Effendi Colony, 
Shaheed Muhammad Deen, Al Noor 
Colony, Khanna II-, Zafarul Haq, Com-
mittee Chowk, Iqbal Road 2-, Arya Mo-
halla, DHQ.  (APP)

Lahore police distribute Rs 480.784m 
assistance among cops, families

LAHORE: The Lahore Police have dis-
tributed Rs 480.784 million financial 
assistance among police personnel 
and their family members so far. Cap-
ital City Police Officer Lahore Ghulam 
Mahmood Dogar said on Friday, “Wel-
fare of police officers, officials and their 
family members, particularly heirs of 
police martyrs, is our top priority.” The 
welfare eye wing at Capital City Po-
lice Headquarters had been providing 
online services and focal persons had 
been deputed in all divisional offices to 
assist and guide police employees and 

their families regarding their different 
financial matters.  A spokesman for the 
Police Department said more than Rs 
259.7 million were distributed among 
133 police employees and their family 
members this year as financial assis-
tance. An amount of Rs 20.3 million 
was distributed for children of Lahore 
police personnel as scholarship grant 
this year. As per policy, an amount of 
Rs 27 million  was spent on purchase 
of two houses for the heirs of martyred 
police officials, who had sacrificed their 
lives in the line of duty. (Agencies)

Senate Committee members visits KTDMC
KARACHI: The members of the Sen-
ate Standing Committee on Industries 
and Production led by its Chairperson 
Khalida Ateeb here on Friday visited 
the Karachi Tools Dyes and Moulds 
Centre (KTDMC). During its visit, 
the members of the Committee were 
briefed that the KTDMC was one of 
the fastest growing dies and moulds 
manufacturing set-up in the country 
and its moulds were being used in CD-
70 and CD-125 moulds.  The members 
asked about whether KTDMC was 
making moulds locally or importing 
material from abroad, to which CEO 
of KTDMC Mansoor Ahmed told that 
previously its raw material was used 
to be imported but now, KTDMC was 
producing it locally. The Committee 
acknowledged the efforts of team into 

making it a self-sustainable entity. The 
Committee was apprised that KTDMC 
was also setting up a sheet metal plant 
to further diversify its product range. 
Moreover, it was in the development 
phase of plastic moulds with KIA and 
Lucky motors. Further, the committee 
asked about different training pro-
grams to which KTDMC mentioned 
that we have specialized courses for 
all types of personals and the target 
was training of about 300 students per 
year so that professionals add value to 
the overall industry. The Committee 
appreciated the efforts of KTDMC of 
locally providing texturing and other 
moulds and dies services to different 
industries in Pakistan which was add-
ing to employment opportunities and 
GDP  growth. (Agencies)
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SECP releases Annual Report for FY 2021-22

Asian markets mixed as caution over rate outlook dulls sentiment

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pakistan (SECP) 
has released its annual report for the 
fiscal year 2021-22. The Report caused 
under section 25 of the SECP Act 1997 
comprises details of Commission activ-
ities and financial statements for fiscal 
year 2021-22, said a press release issued 
here. SECP Chairman Aamir Khan has 
expressed his satisfaction that the Com-
mission has achieved significant prog-
ress in multiple areas including trans-

parent and fair enforcement, promoting 
ease of doing business, supporting in-
novation and entrepreneurship, finan-
cial inclusion and market development. 
Aamir Khan, in his message published 
in the report, said that in pursuit of de-
velopmental reforms “the over-arching 
enablers were identified as promoting 
digitalisation, simplifying regulatory 
structure, reducing cost of compliance 
and invigorating the exchange of ideas 
and concepts with market participants 

and stakeholders”. In FY 2021-22, build-
ing on the initiatives of the previous fis-
cal year of establishment of a dedicated 
supervision division and a dedicated 
adjudication division, the SECP has con-
cluded 579 cases through orders impos-
ing penalties amounting to Rs77 million 
on listed companies and licenced entities 
on account of violation of relevant laws. 
Likewise, 85,519 orders were issued to 
unlisted companies imposing penalties 
amounting to Rs4,701 million. (APP)

Hong Kong: Asian markets were 
mixed Friday as caution permeated 
trading floors and investors tried to 
gauge the outlook for Federal Reserve 
monetary policy after several officials 
tried to temper optimism over signs 
that inflation is slowing. While the 
week has been broadly positive for 
equities following softer-than-expect-
ed US consumer and wholesale price 
figures, a strong reading on retail 
sales and jobless claims showed plen-
ty of resilience to higher interest rates. 

With that in mind, St Louis Fed Pres-
ident James Bullard warned more 
hikes were needed to bring inflation 
down from four-decade highs, adding 
that they might need to go as high as 
seven percent. That was followed by 
Minneapolis Fed boss Neel Kaskari 
saying he had not witnessed much ev-
idence that underlying demand was 
cooling and did not want to forecast 
when the tightening would end. The 
comments came after a similar mes-
sage from other policymakers, who 

have sought to calm markets, which 
soared in the wake of last Thursday’s 
consumer prices reading. They also 
fuelled fears among traders that the 
sharp tightening campaign -- includ-
ing four straight bumper 0.75-point 
increases in a row -- would tip the 
world’s top economy into recession. 
On Wednesday, Kansas City Fed chief 
Esther George said it was unclear 
how the bank can douse inflation 
“without having some real slowing” 
or even a contraction. (APP)

PSX loses 89 points

RCCI fears closure of 
30,000 poultry farms 

over delayed clearance

ISLAMABAD: The 100-index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) lost 
89.48 points on Friday, depicting a 
slight negative change of 0.21 per-
cent, closing at 42,730.24 against 
42,819.72 points on the previous 
day. A total of 189,283,798 shares 
were traded during the day as com-
pared to 181,226,661 shares the 
previous day, whereas the price 
of shares stood at Rs5.060 billion 
against Rs6.159 billion on the last 
trading day. As many as 334 com-
panies transacted their shares in the 
stock market, 121of them record-
ed gains and 186 sustained losses, 
whereas the share price of 27 com-
panies remained unchanged.The 
three top-trading companies were 
Unity Foods Limited with 58,795,455 
shares at Rs16.72 per share, World-
Call Telecom with 14,851,768 shares 
at Rs1.45 per share, and Hascol Pet-
rol with 9,850,000 shares at Rs7.88 
per share.Sapphire Fiber witnessed 
a maximum increase of Rs 76.69 
per share price, closing at Rs1,230, 
whereas the runner-up was Premi-
um Textile with a Rs46.65 rise in its 
per share price to Rs668.75. Allawa-
saya Textile witnessed a maximum 
decrease of Rs182.41 per share clos-
ing at Rs2,249.77 followed by Reli-
ance Cotton with a Rs47.30 decline 
to close at Rs625.91. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (RCCI) has cautioned the gov-
ernment that due to the non-avail-
ability of soybean meal, there was 
fear of scarcity of chicken, meat 
and food security across the coun-
try. In a statement issued here on 
Friday, RCCI President Saqib Rafiq 
said that 130,000 tonnes of soybeans 
worth 22 billion rupees were in the 
open at the port. Due to the lack 
of timely clearance, there is a fear 
of shutting down of around 30,000 
poultry farms while more than 300 
feed mills would be directly affected, 
and the investment of about 1200 
billion would be halted in this sector. 
He said that the poultry industry ac-
counts for 50 percent of the meat de-
mand in the country and more than 
1.5 million people were employed in 
this industry. The non-availability of 
soybean meal across the country has 
started to have an impact, increasing 
the price of chicken and making it 
unaffordable for the common man, 
Saqib added. He informed that Soy-
bean meal was the main ingredient 
of any feed, and without it, the pro-
duction of feed was impossible. The 
President alerted that poultry, fish 
and dairy farmers would be ruined 
due to the unavailability of feed. 
Saqib Rafiq further added that in 
the next two weeks, not only would 
chickens and eggs be unavailable in 
the country, but there would also be 
a shortage of milk and meat. He de-
manded that authorities realize the 
seriousness of the issue and imme-
diately release the soybean seed at 
the port to avoid food security in the 
country. (APP)

SBP suspends authorization of two exchange cos.

US home sales drop for record ninth straight month 

SEDF,  IZP sign agreement to provide credit guarantee

Egg shortage lays UK low

KARACHI: State Bank of Pakistan has 
suspended the authorization of Orient 
Exchange Company-B (Pvt.) Limited 
and Best Way Exchange Company-B 
(Pvt.) Limited Serious violations of reg-
ulatory instructions by the companies 
forced the Central Bank for the suspen-
sion which will be effective for next three 
months, said SBP news release on Fri-

day. SBP has advised both the companies 
to strengthen their internal control func-
tions and submit to it a report of correc-
tive measures to be taken in this regard.  
Both Exchange Companies, their Head 
Offices, all branches/outlets have been 
restricted from undertaking any kind of 
business activity during the suspension 
period. (APP)

MANILA: The Philippines’ overall 
balance of payments (BOP) posted a 
surplus of 711 million U.S. dollars in 
October, albeit lower than the 1.1 bil-
lion dollars recorded a year earlier, the 
Philippine central bank said Friday. The 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) said 
the BOP surplus in October reduced the 
cumulative BOP deficit in January-Oc-
tober 2022 to 7.1 billion dollars from a 
deficit of 7.8 billion dollars in the first 
three quarters of the year. “The BOP 
surplus in October 2022 reflected in-

flows arising mainly from the nation-
al government’s net foreign currency 
deposits with the BSP,” the BSP said.
Meanwhile, the current year-to-date 
BOP level, which is a reversal from the 
476 million dollar surplus recorded in 
the same period a year ago, reflected the 
widening trade in goods deficit as goods 
imports continued to surpass goods ex-
ports on the back of the ongoing surge 
in international commodity prices and 
resumption in domestic economic activ-
ities. (Agencies)

Washington: US existing home sales 
slid for a record ninth straight month 
in October, industry data showed Fri-
day, as rising mortgage rates squeeze 
affordability. Inflation in the United 
States has soared to the highest levels 
in recent decades, leading the Federal 
Reserve to embark on an aggressive 
campaign to cool the world’s biggest 
economy. Those rapid interest rate 
hikes have boosted borrowing costs, 
with immediate impacts on the key 
housing market, which has exploded in 
recent years amid the pandemic. Sales 
of all types of homes and condos slid 
5.9 percent last month compared to 
September, the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR) said in its latest report.
This marks the ninth straight month of 
declines, the longest string in figures 

dating back to 1999. The sales pace 
slowed to an annual rate of 4.4 mil-
lion, seasonally adjusted, 28.4 percent 
below October 2021. “More potential 
homebuyers were squeezed out from 
qualifying for a mortgage in Octo-
ber as mortgage rates climbed,” NAR 
chief economist Lawrence Yun said.
The median home price was $379,100 
last month, down from a record high 
in June but still well above the same 
period a year ago as prices rose in all 
regions. Yun said the impact is greater 
in expensive areas and in markets that 
saw significant home price gains in re-
cent years.“Looking at October of 2019, 
pre-Covid, and the latest figure, home 
prices are up a whopping 40 percent, 
and that’s really hurting affordability,” 
he told reporters on Friday. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Sindh Enterprise Devel-
opment Fund (SEDF) and InfraZamin 
Pakistan (IZP) signed an agreement for 
Institutional Collaboration to provide 
Credit Guarantee Facility for Projects in 
Sindh. The Agreement aims at fostering 
economic development through pro-
visions of Credit Guarantee facility for 
innovative projects in Sindh, said a com-
muniqué here on Friday.  The agree-
ment signing ceremony was chaired by 
Syed Qassim Naveed Qamar, Special 
Assistant to CM Sindh for Investment 
and PPP Projects. Mr. Khizar Pervaiz, 
CEO-SEDF and Ms. Maheen Rehman, 
CEO-IZP signed the Agreement. SEDF 
has been established by the government 
of Sindh with a vision to encourage in-
vestments in various sectors of the econ-
omy to inculcate entrepreneurial ability 
and provide a major push to the wider 
economy.  It aims to promote opportuni-
ties in Agri value chains, Mining & Min-

eral Processing, Horticulture & Floricul-
ture, Green Energy and Innovation & 
Technology for multiple economic ben-
efits on growth, intermediary services 
and productivity. It seeks to introduce 
interventions to improve efficiency and 
profitability through various initiatives 
of technical assistance and mark-up 
subsidies. While, Infra Zamin is an inno-
vative credit enhancement Guarantee 
Company, conceived and designed to 
issue guarantees for promoting private 
sector projects.
It provides guarantee solutions for in-
frastructure projects in Pakistan and is 
an initiative of the Private Infrastructure 
Development Group (PIDG). Under the 
said agreement, IZP will provide Credit 
Guarantee to banks to facilitate project 
financing, whereas SEDF will provide 
mark-up subsidy on loans extended by 
the Banks to develop financing facilities 
for Projects in Sindh. (APP)

London: A “full English breakfast” is 
not full without eggs. Whether fried 
or scrambled, they round out the cal-
orific mainstay of traditional British 
cafes. But on top of inflationary pres-
sures which have sent the price of in-
gredients soaring -- including bacon, 
sausages and baked beans -- Britain 
is also contending with a devastating 
outbreak of avian influenza. The result 
is a shortage of eggs, which has forced 
two cut-price supermarket chains -- 
Asda and Lidl -- to start rationing how 
many boxes customers can buy. Gursel 
Kirik, who serves up fried breakfasts 
in his “greasy spoon” cafe in central 
London, said a crate of 360 eggs cost 
him £20 ($24) to buy wholesale three 
months ago. Now it sets him back £68. 
“Everything is up -- the energy bills, 
the goods we purchase. Every week 
it goes up so we’re really struggling,” 
Kirik, 51, told AFP, blaming Brexit 
for contributing to his woes. “We can 
stay open for four or five months for 

sure because we know we’ll be able to 
pay our bills, but after that, I’m really 
worried we’ll be forced to close down.” 
The UK government on Thursday un-
veiled a painful new round of austerity 
as it battles to bring down borrowing 
and curtail inflation on the back of 
Russia’s war in Ukraine. Demand for 
eggs had gone up this year as Britons 
sought out cheaper sources of protein 
to offset soaring meat prices.  Then 
the bird flu outbreak worsened ev-
erything. Since November 7, the gov-
ernment has required all poultry and 
captive birds in England to be kept in-
doors. That has limited the production 
of eggs, on top of mass culls of chick-
ens in areas where the influenza has 
been detected. The JD Wetherspoon 
pub chain this week began substitut-
ing hash browns for eggs in its full En-
glish breakfasts. A third of UK chicken 
farmers have already scaled back pro-
duction of eggs, according to industry 
groups. (APP)

China step up rural employment support policy

Gwadar, Chabahar ports to boost Pak-Iran trade:
Iranian consul general

BEIJING: China on Friday released a 
guideline to bolster employment and 
entrepreneurship prospects of rural mi-
grant workers, as well as rural residents 
that have newly shaken off poverty. The 
country will ensure full implementation of 
supportive measures in this regard, such 
as deferring social insurance premium 
payments and providing social insurance 
subsidies for migrant workers, according 
to the guideline issued by five state organs 
including the Ministry of Human Resourc-

es and Social Security and the National 
Development and Reform Commission. 
Such support will prioritize industries that 
are major recipients of migrant workers, 
including the construction, manufactur-
ing and service industries, the guideline 
said.While encouraging migrant workers 
to seek jobs near their homes, the guide-
line also said that the country would expe-
dite the development of rural sectors with 
local features and promote work-relief 
programs. (APP)

LAHORE: Consul General of Iran in 
Lahore Reza Nezari has said that Gwa-
dar and Chabahar are two ambitious 
ports which will further boost trade re-
lations between Pakistan and Iran. The 
Iranian consul general expressed these 
views during his visit to Pakistan-Chi-
na Joint Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (PCJCCI) offices. Moazzam 
Ali Ghurki, President PCJCCI, SM 
Naveed, Chairman Special Economic 
Zones Authority (SEZA), Hamza Kha-
lid, Vice President PCJCCI, Salahuddin 
Hanif, Secretary General PCJCCI, Ali 

Raza Rizvi, Chairman Standing Com-
mittee on Diplomatic and Governmen-
tal Relations, welcomed Reza Nezari, 
along with other executive members of 
the PCJCCI. The consul general appre-
ciated working of the PCJCCI related 
to regional connectivity and bilateral 
trade. He also praised various initia-
tives of the chamber including Pak-Chi-
na Knowledge Portal, China-Way mag-
azine, Chinese language courses and 
Pak-China Technology Gateway and 
another initiative of Pak-China Food 
and Cultural Analogue 2022. (APP)

Gold rates decrease by Rs 400 per tola
ISLAMABAD: The price of 24 karat 
per tola gold witnessed a decrease 
of Rs400 on Friday as it was sold at 
Rs158,000 against its sale at Rs158,400 
the previous day. The price of 10 gram 
24 karat also decreased by Rs342 
and was sold at Rs135,460 against 
Rs135,820, whereas that of 10 gram 22 
karat went down to Rs124,171 against 

its sale at Rs124,486, All Sindh Sarafa 
Jewellers Association reported. The 
price of per tola and ten-gram silver 
remained constant at Rs1690 and 
Rs1,448.90 respectively. The price of 
gold in the international market de-
creased by $5 and was traded at $1761 
against its sale at $1766 the previous 
day, the association reported. (APP)

Twitter exodus begins after 
Musk ‘hardcore’ ultimatum

San Francisco: Employee departures 
multiplied at Twitter on Thursday after 
an ultimatum from new owner Elon 
Musk, who demanded staff choose 
between being “extremely hardcore” 
and working long hours, or losing their 
jobs. “I may be #exceptional, but gosh 
darn it, I’m just not #hardcore,” tweet-
ed one former employee, Andrea Horst, 
whose LinkedIn profile still reads “Sup-
ply Chain & Capacity Management 
(Survivor) @Twitter.” She added the 
hashtag “#lovewhereyouworked,” as 
did many other employees announc-
ing their choice. Musk, also the CEO 

of Tesla and SpaceX, has come under 
fire for radical changes at the social 
media company, which he bought for 
$44 billion late last month. He had al-
ready fired half of the company’s 7,500 
staff, scrapped a work-from-home pol-
icy and imposed long hours, all while 
his attempts to overhaul Twitter have 
faced chaos and delays. His stumbling 
attempts to revamp user verification 
with a controversial subscription ser-
vice have led to a slew of fake accounts 
and pranks, and prompted major ad-
vertisers to step away from the plat-
form. (Agencies)

Philippines posts 711 mln USD 
balance of payments surplus in October

World stocks rally but oil prices tumble
London: Global main stock markets 
rallied Friday as investors fished for 
bargain shares and shrugged off 
losses elsewhere, but oil prices fell 
as concerns over the global econo-
my persist.London stocks were lift-
ed by official data showing UK retail 
sales rose 0.6 percent in October, re-
bounding from a 1.5-percent slump 
in September. The news boosted the 
pound, which had fallen the previ-
ous day on a harsh government bud-
get and confirmation Britain was in 
recession. London stocks gained 0.6 
percent, while Frankfurt and Paris 
jumped 1.1 and 1.0 percent in val-
ue respectively. The pound also re-
bounded after a sharp fall against 
the dollar Thursday. But others cau-
tioned against getting too excited by 

the UK retail data since the country 
is in the grip of a worsening cost-of-
living crisis.
“It is not the start of a promising 
trend,” said Craig Erlam at OANDA 
online trading platform. The Dow 
Jones was also up 0.7 percent af-
ter opening in New York buoyed by 
earnings reports from retail compa-
nies including Gap and Foot Locker. 
But with worries about the world’s 
economy and rising coronavirus 
cases in China, the price of the main 
US crude oil contract, WTI, fell Fri-
day below $80 per barrel for the first 
time since the end of September. 
The main international oil contract, 
Brent crude, also tumbled by near-
ly four percent Friday around 1430 
GMT. (APP)

India ask for tougher oversight of digital currencies
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has called for tighter regulation of digi-
tal currencies in order to prevent them 
from being used to finance terrorist 
groups. Speaking at the No Money 
for Terror Ministerial Conference on 
Counter-Terrorism Financing in New 
Delhi on Friday, Modi warned that 
“private currencies” presented a major 
security risk. “New kinds of technology 

are being used for terror funding and 
recruitment,” he said, explaining that 
“challenges from the dark net, private 
currencies and more are emerging” 
and “there is a need for a uniform un-
derstanding for new finance technolo-
gies.” “From a uniform understanding, 
a unified system of checks and balanc-
es and regulation can emerge,” Modi 
continued. (Agencies)
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Australia fined for maintaining slow over-rate

Pak-Kazak pair lifts ITF World Juniors title

Women’s ski season opens with
Shiffrin-Vlhova slalom duel

PCB CEO thanks Ireland women and Bangladesh U19

Saad Baig captain’s knock 
helps Pakistan level T20 series

World Cup chiefs ban beer sales

FIFA World Cup 2022 to kick off with 
Qatar vs. Ecuador match on Sunday

Khabib’s cousin chases history in world title fight

Verstappen tops Abu Dhabi practice, Ricciardo set for Red Bull role

Doha: World Cup chiefs on Friday 
banned beer sales around stadiums in 
a stunning u-turn just two days before 
kickoff as Cristiano Ronaldo prepared 
to jet in to Qatar. Alcohol is largely 
prohibited in the Islamic nation but 
the organisers sparked anger from 
fans with their dramatic decision. 
Football’s world governing body FIFA 
said beer would not be sold to fans 
around any of the eight World Cup 
stadiums following discussions with 
the hosts. “A decision has been made 
to focus the sale of alcoholic beverag-
es on the FIFA Fan Festival, other fan 

destinations and licensed venues, re-
moving sales points of beer from Qa-
tar’s FIFA World Cup 2022 stadium 
perimeters,” FIFA said in a statement.
Dozens of Budweiser beer tents had 
already been set up at grounds ahead 
of the first game on Sunday between 
Qatar and Ecuador. The host nation 
has predicted that more than one mil-
lion fans will visit the country for the 
29-day tournament and FIFA has had 
a longstanding sponsorship deal with 
Budweiser, which is owned by drinks 
giant AB InBev. Beer will remain 
available in VIP suites in stadiums, 

in some fan zones and in some ho-
tel and restaurant bars. The Football 
Supporters’ Association, which rep-
resents fans from England and Wales, 
criticized the move, saying it was 
symptomatic of a “total lack of com-
munication” with supporters from the 
organizers. “If they can change their 
minds on this at a moment’s notice, 
with no explanation, supporters will 
have understandable concerns about 
whether they will fulfil other promis-
es relating to accommodation, trans-
port or cultural issues,” it said in a 
statement. (APP)

The biggest tournament in football will 
begin on Sunday as host, Qatar, will 
play the opening match against Ecua-
dor, Anadolu News Agency reports. 
The opener of the 29-day tournament 
will start at 1600 GMT at the 60,000-ca-
pacity Al Bayt Stadium in the city of Al 
Khor, 35 kilometres (21.7 miles) north 
of Doha. Ecuador’s national team has 
played three FIFA tournaments, but Qa-
tar is making its debut because the host country qualifies automatically. While 

Ecuador will be expecting goals from 
their scorers, Enner Valencia, Moises 
Caicedo and Pervis Estupinan, Al-Sadd 
winger, Akram Afif, and Al-Duhail 
forward, Almoez Ali, will be Qatar’s 
trump cards in the World Cup. Qatar is 
placed in Group A with Ecuador, Sene-
gal and the Netherlands. The event will 
conclude with the final match at the 
80,000-capacity Lusail Iconic Stadium 
on 18 December. (Agencies)

The undefeated Usman Nurmagome-
dov will hope to live up to his family’s 
proud combat sports tradition when 
he takes on Brazilian veteran Patricky 
‘Pitbull’ Freire in his maiden light-
weight world title fight at Bellator 288 
at Chicago’s Wintrust Arena on Friday 
night. Usman, the cousin of MMA icon 
and former UFC lightweight champion 
Khabib, has been picture perfect up to 

this point in his career, defeating all 15 
of his opponents – with each of the last 
three not even lasting long enough to 
see the end of the first round. But this 
is to be expected for a fighter with Us-
man’s combat pedigree. The Dagestani, 
who is just 24, has long been heralded as 
a future world champion, in part down 
to his upbringing where he was among 
the conveyor belt of talent to have been 

trained by his late uncle, Abdulmanap 
Nurmagomedov. But unlike Khabib, 
and even Islam Makhachev whose 
recent UFC title win Usman will look 
to mirror on Friday, Usman emerged 
from a different – but equally effective – 
combat sports lineage. His early forays 
into athletics saw him train in freestyle 
wrestling, but Usman’s path diverged 
slightly afterwards . (Agencies)

Abu Dhabi, Nov 18 (AFP/APP):Max 
Verstappen set the pace for Red Bull 
ahead of Mercedes’ George Russell 
in Friday’s second practice for this 
weekend’s season-ending Abu Dha-
bi Grand Prix.The two-time world 
champion had missed the earlier 
opening session, but bounced back in 
typical form, showing total commit-
ment and pace to beat Russell, who 
claimed his maiden victory in Brazil 
last weekend, by 0.341 seconds. Fer-
rari’s Charles Leclerc was third ahead 

of seven-time champion Lewis Ham-
ilton of Mercedes, Sergio Perez in the 
second Red Bull and Carlos Sainz in 
the second Ferrari.Leclerc was clear-
ly dismayed by his lack of speed in 
comparison with his rivals. “Why am 
I so slow?” he asked his team. “Our 
pace is not great,” came the reply. Es-
teban Ocon was seventh for Alpine 
ahead of team-mate two-time cham-
pion Fernando Alonso, who leaves 
the team for Aston Martin after this 
weekend’s finale.Daniel Ricciardo 

was ninth, in his final weekend with 
McLaren. After a roller-coaster sea-
son that saw his contract trimmed, 
Ricciardo found himself slithering on 
a slippy patch of new asphalt in his 
McLaren pit box ahead of his final 
race with the team. Earlier, Red Bull’s 
influential consultant Helmut Marko 
had told Sky Sports Germany that the 
Australian driver was set to return to 
Red Bull next year, as a third driver, 
ending speculation linking him with 
Mercedes. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Australia have been 
fined 40 per cent of their match fee 
for maintaining a slow over-rate 
against England in the first ODI in 
Adelaide on Thursday. David Boon 
of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Match Referees imposed the sanc-
tion after Australia were ruled to 
be two overs short of the target af-
ter time allowances were taken into 
consideration, said a press release.
In accordance with Article 2.22 of 
the ICC Code of Conduct for Play-

ers and Player Support Personnel, 
which relates to minimum over-rate 
offences, players are fined 20 per 
cent of their match fee for every 
over their side fails to bowl in the 
allotted time. Captain Pat Cummins 
plead guilty to the offence and ac-
cepted the proposed sanction, so 
there was no need for a formal 
hearing. On-field umpires Paul Wil-
son and Paul Reiffel, third umpire 
Rod Tucker and fourth umpire Sam 
Nogajski leveled the charge. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s M. Zaryab 
Khan and Azat Sarsembaev of Ka-
zakhstan won the doubles title of ITF 
Pakistan J7 World Juniors Tennis 
Championships leg-2, beating Aarav 
Samrat Hada of USA and Aki Zu-
ben Rawat of Nepal 6-4,4-6(10-5) in 
a well-fought final at PTF Complex 
Islamabad on Friday. This is the sec-
ond consecutive title for them. In the 
girls’ doubles final, the pair of Deren 
Ozel of Turkiye and Polina Kaibe-
kova of Russia outwitted Moldova’s 
Lia Belibova and Kazakhstan’s Me-
lissa Jangarasheva 6-2,6-1 to lift the 
title. Meanwhile, Amir Asylkozhaev 

of Russia and Aarav Samrat Hada 
of USA will lock horns in the fi-
nal of boys’ singles after recording 
wins in semifinals on Friday. Amir 
Asylkozhaev defeated Imran Khat-
ibev of Uzbekistan’s 7-5,6-1, while 
Aarav Samrat edged passed Paki-
stan’s Sami Zeb Khan 3-6,6-3,6-4. 
Meanwhile, Janvi Aswa of India and 
Polina Kaibekova of Russia will clash 
in the final of girls’ singles as they 
pulled off wins in the semifinals. Jan-
vi beat Deren Ozel of Turkiye 7-6(8), 
6-4, while Polina overcame Lia Beli-
bova of Moldova 6-3,6-3. The finals 
will be played on Saturday. (APP)

Paris: Following a string of cancella-
tions, and almost a month after the 
men started their World Cup skiing sea-
son, the women finally hit the slopes on 
Saturday and Sunday above the Arctic 
Circle in Finland.The men managed 
to ski the traditional season-opening 
giant slalom on the glacier in Soelden, 
Austria in October but bad weather 
prevented the women racing. A lack of 
snow put paid to the next three events: 
men’s and women’s weekends in Zer-
matt in Switzerland and a mixed week-
end in Lech in Austria. Lapland is wel-
coming the skiers with temperatures 
well below freezing, the countryside 
dusted in white and the slopes covered 
snow stored during the summer for 
the World Cup piste in Levi, thanks to 

investments in “snowfarming”.  The 
women will ski slaloms on Saturday 
and Sunday, opening the season with 
a duel between the two best female 
skiers in the world, Mikaela Shiffrin 
and Petra Vlhova in their strongest 
discipline. The American Shiffrin is 
the reigning overall World Cup cham-
pion but has been deposed as slalom 
queen by the Slovakian Vlhova, who 
is Olympic champion and holder of 
the small globe of the speciality.Vlhova 
has five victories in Levi, including four 
straight: two in 2020, two in 2021.Shif-
frin won in Finland in 2013, 2016, 2018 
and, most recently, in 2019, the year 
she claimed the last of her six slalom 
World Cup titles.Vlhova  won the over-
all World Cup title two years ago. (APP)

LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket Board 
Chief Executive Faisal Hasnain has 
congratulated the Ireland women’s 
and the Bangladesh U19 teams on 
their successful tours of Lahore and 
Multan, respectively. These matches 
took place concurrently. In Lahore, the 
Pakistan women won the ODI series 
3-0 to secure second place in the ICC 
Women’s Championship table, before 
Ireland women came back strongly 
to win the T20I series 2-1. The Ban-
gladesh U19 side held the Pakistan 
U19 team to a draw in the four-day 
match, before clinching a hard-fought 
45-over-a-side three-match series 2-1. 
The two-match T20 series ended in a 
1-all draw. Faisal Husnain said here 
on Friday : “We were delighted to host 
Ireland women for the first-time ever 
and the Bangladesh U19 team on their 

maiden tour since 2007. I hope they 
enjoyed our hospitality and our play-
ing facilities, and also experienced our 
rich culture, history and passion for 
this great game. I am hoping to see 
a few Irish girls return to Pakistan in 
March 2023 for The Women’s League, 
and I also hope to see talented Ban-
gladesh U19 players progress to the 
senior side in the near future. “For our 
own girls and boys, it has been an in-
valuable playing experience, as they 
continue to learn and improve as part 
of their endeavors to improve their 
overall skills and performances. It is 
the PCB’s strategic objective to create 
playing opportunities for our talented 
and emerging cricketers, and pro-
vide them pathways to enable them 
to achieve their career objectives and 
goals as professional cricketers. (APP)

MULTAN: Half-centuries by Ara-
fat Minhas and captain Saad Baig 
and three wickets from Ali As-
fand helped Pakistan U19 to a sev-
en-wicket win over Bangladesh U19 
in the second T20 match played at 
the Multan Cricket Stadium here on 
Friday. The two-match T20 series 
ended with both teams winning a 
match each. Meanwhile, the solitary 
four-day match was drawn, while 
Bangladesh won the three-match 
45-overs series by 2-1. Chasing 164 
to win, Pakistan was in a spot of 
bother with three wickets down for 
46 runs on the board. Wicketkeep-
er-batter Saad was joined by Arafat 

Minhas and the pair added an un-
broken 119-runs partnership for the 
fourth wicket to help the home side 
achieve the target in the 19th over. 
Saad top-scored for his side with 
an unbeaten 79 off 50 balls, smash-
ing eight fours and three sixes. 
The left-handed batter Saad for his 
match-winning innings was named 
player of the match, while he was 
awarded player of the series for 
scoring 107 runs from two outings 
in the T20 series. Arafat returned 
undefeated on a 37-ball 50, striking 
four fours and two sixes. Earlier, af-
ter being put into bat, Bangladesh 
scored 163 for six in 20 overs. (APP)

PHA inks MoU for 
promotion of cricket

Newly-appointed 
Vice-Chairman, SBP 
assumes charge of 

his office

LAHORE: The Parks and Horti-
culture Authority (PHA) Friday 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with Aleem Dar 
Cricket Academy for the promo-
tion of cricket at grass root lev-
el. PHA Director General Zeshan 
Javed, cricketer Aleem Dar signed 
the MoU at Jilani Park under which 
cricket and young relent of the 
country will be promoted. On this 
occasion, the DG said that PHA 
was making efforts to enhance 
the green areas of the city, besides 
promoting sports activates, adding 
that sports activities was essential 
for young generation. He said all 
public parks and green belts were 
being upgraded by replacing old 
plants to improve recreational and 
entertainment facilities. Dar ap-
preciated the role of PHA in that 
regards and thanked the authority 
for providing all its support. (APP)

LAHORE: The Newly-appointed 
Vice-Chairman Sports Board Pun-
jab MPA Malik Nadeem Abbas 
Bara took charge of his office at 
National Hockey Stadium here on 
Friday
MPAs Malik Karamat Ali Khokhar, 
Malik Zaheer Abbas Khokhar and 
Malik Sarfraz Hussain Khokhar 
were also present on this occa-
sion.
Talking on this occasion, 
Vice-Chairman Sports Board Pun-
jab MPA Malik Nadeem Abbas 
Bara expressed his determination 
to take all possible measures and 
utilize all resources for the pro-
motion of sports culture across 
the province. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: There were times of late 
when you lost focus and lost your way 
but that will change very soon. The 
most important thing is that you keep 
your long-term aims and ambitions in 
mind at all times. You’re still on track 
for success.
– TAURUS: You need to bring a prob-
lem into the open where it can be dealt 
with. Pretending it does not exist will 
only work for a while. Eventually you 
will have to face up to what is causing 
you so much trouble. Why not face up 
to it today?
– GEMINI: A chapter in your life has 
come to a close and now it is time to 
move on. That is the message of the 
stars and if you heed it over the next 
few days you will soon find something 
more enjoyable and productive to get 
your teeth into.
– CANCER: You may be tempted to 
smash through an obstacle that is in 
your path but the planets warn such 
an extreme action could have unfore-
seen consequences. Instead, look for a 
smart way to go around the obstacle 
without actually damaging it, or your-
self.
– LEO: You must get into the habit of 
trusting people more, or at least those 
people you are close to in terms of 
family and friendship. You have been 
far too defensive of late Leo – it isn’t 

and never has been you against the 
world.
– VIRGO: You can’t change the world 
on your own but you can do a lot of 
good if you join forces with people 
who share your ideals and outlook 
on life. There are plenty of them out 
there if you care to look – you are by 
no means alone.
– LIBRA: You may think you know 
what is best for a friend but don’t for-
get that you have no right to make 
them change. In fact, if you try there is 
every chance they will do the opposite 
of what you suggest. Let them learn 
from their own mistakes.
– SCORPIO: Today’s Sun-Pluto link 
means you will have plenty to say 
for yourself and, being a Scorpio, 
you won’t care in the slightest who 
gets offended. Try to make what you 
say sound positive and progressive 
though, even if it’s not good news for 
everyone.
– SAGITTARIUS: You must get to grips 
with a situation that has drifted on too 
long. It may mean having to make the 
kind of unpopular decision you would 
prefer to avoid but what choice do you 
have? Life isn’t a popularity contest, so 
do what you know to be right.
– CAPRICORN: Pluto in your sign, 
linked to the Sun, gives you the cour-
age to take risks but you must not be 
reckless about it. Listen to what your 
inner voice tells you and act on that 
even if it puts you at odds with every-
one else. Trust your instincts.
– ACQUARIUS: If you do not feel hap-
py working with a particular group of 
people then by all means up sticks and 
go someplace else. Your first duty, to-
day and every day from now on, must 
be to follow your own moral compass. 
Don’t overthink it, just act.
– PISCES: If you need support or assis-
tance of any kind today just ask for it. 
You may be surprised how many peo-
ple go out of their way to help you. All 
those good things you did for others in 
the past is more valuable than cash in 
the bank.
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Italian referee Orsato picked to officiate World Cup opener
DOHA: Italian referee Daniele Or-
sato was chosen Friday to handle 
the opening game of the World Cup. 
FIFA picked Orsato for Sunday’s 
match between host Qatar and Ec-
uador, describing him as “one of Eu-
rope’s most experienced referees.” 
He turns 47 on Wednesday. Until 
2016, FIFA imposed a mandatory 
age limit of 45 on match officials for 
international games. Orsato, who 
was a video review official at the 
last World Cup, refereed the 2020 

Champions League final when Bay-
ern Munich beat Paris Saint-Ger-
main 1-0. He worked three games at 
last year’s European Championship, 
which was won by his home country.
Italian referees have one of the 
best reputations in the modern era 
of World Cups, handling two of the 
past five finals. FIFA referees com-
mittee chairman Pierluigi Collina 
officiated the 2002 final and Nicola 
Rizzoli was picked for the 2014 fi-
nal.(Agencies)
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UN climate talks go into overtime

World Children’s Day observed in Abbottabad

51st Cardio conference held at Khyber Medical University

Sharm el Sheikh: UN climate talks that 
were supposed to end Friday were ex-
tended by a day in an effort to break a 
deadlock over creating a fund for de-
veloping countries devastated by the 
fallout from global warming. Represen-
tatives from nearly 200 countries have 
gathered at the COP27 in Egypt for two 
weeks with the aim of driving forward 
action on climate change as the world 
faces a worsening onslaught of extreme 
floods, heat waves and droughts. But 
wealthy and developing nations were 
still struggling to find common ground 
on creating the fund and on a host of 
other crucial issues with only hours be-
fore the summit in the Red Sea resort 
of Sharm el-Sheikh was due to end.“To-
day we need to shift gears again, time is 
not on our side,” Egyptian Foreign Min-

ister Sameh Shoukry, who chairs the 
COP27 talks, told delegates. “I remain 
committed to bringing this conference 
to a close tomorrow in an orderly man-
ner.” The daunting list of urgent tasks 
includes finding agreement -- and 
funds -- for the emissions cuts needed 
to limit average warming to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius from pre-industrial levels, 
which scientists say is a safer guardrail 
to avoid the most dangerous impacts. 
For many developing countries -- and 
small island states threatened by sea 
level rise -- the defining issues at the 
conference is money for the “loss and 
damage” caused by climate change. 
A cascade of climate-driven extremes 
in recent months -- from floods in Pa-
kistan and Nigeria to heatwaves and 
droughts across the world -- have 

shone a spotlight on the ferocious im-
pacts of a warming world for develop-
ing nations that are also struggling with 
debts and surging inflation. In a bid 
to find a compromise, the European 
Union proposed late Thursday the cre-
ation of a fund for the most vulnerable 
nations but warned it was its final of-
fer. The EU proposal indicated that the 
bloc, previously fearful of open-ended 
climate damages liability, has “shifted 
significantly”, said Rachel Cleetus, lead 
economist at the Union of Concerned 
Scientists’ climate programme.  But she 
said all eyes were now on the United 
States and China, the world’s top two 
polluters, fresh from a thaw in their cli-
mate relations after a meeting between 
Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping 
earlier this week in Bali. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Child Protection 
Officer Abbottabad Farzana Jadoon 
Friday said that children should be 
treated equally regardless of their 
color or race.  She expressed these 
views while addressing a daylong 
awareness seminar on World Chil-
dren’s Day. She further said that there 
were laws under the Child Protection 
Act with reference to any kind of vi-
olence, molestation, or cybercrime 
against children. She said that 6 
months of imprisonment and a fine of 
50,000 could be imposed on any kind 
of punishment given to the child in 
school. In the case of violence by an 
individual, three years imprisonment 
and a fine up to one lakh rupees can 
be imposed and in case of child abuse 

under 53 CPA, 10 years imprison-
ment and a fine up to five lakh rupees 
would be imposed, adding she said. 
Farzana Jadoon said that all mem-
bers of society should play their role 
in the improvement and protection of 
children. District Education Officer 
male Malik Tanveer Awan expressed 
his views on the steps taken by the 
Education Department for the train-
ing and protection of children. Other 
speakers also gave a detailed briefing 
on other facilities including legal sup-
port for children. The Child Protection 
Officer also thanked the heads of all 
the departments participating in the 
seminar and the officers of the depart-
ments for cooperating for the rights 
and protection of children. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The 51st Cardio Con-
ference organized by Pakistan Cardi-
ac society was held at Khyber Medi-
cal University (KMU), here, on Friday 
with participation by renowned cardi-
ologists including Dr. Saleem S. Vira-
ni, Dr. Khurram Nasir, and Dr. Naeem 
Tahirkheli from the USA . According 
to a press release issued here, the vice 
chancellor of KMU Prof. Dr. Zia ul 
Haq, ex-vice chancellor Prof. Dr. Mu-
hammad Hafizullah, Prof. Dr. Sheryar 
A. Shaikh, Prof. Dr. Sohail Aziz, Prof. 
Dr. Kiramat Ali Shah, and Prof. Dr. 
Sahibzada A. Waheed also addressed 
the conference. The experts said that 
across four studies involving 55,685 
participants, genetic and lifestyle fac-
tors were independently associated 

with susceptibility to coronary artery 
disease. Indo-Pakistani populations 
have one of the highest risks of cor-
onary artery disease (CAD) in the 
world.  Apart from smoking, women 
had more CAD risk factors (diabetes, 
hypertension, obesity, dyslipidemia) 
than men, they added. Definite CAD 
(history and Q waves on ECG) was 
more prevalent in men than in wom-
en (6.1% vs 4.0%).
The findings indicate that one in five 
middle-aged adults in urban Pakistan 
may have underlying CAD. Wom-
en are at greater risk than men. A 
US-based study revealed that South 
Asians had a higher prevalence of 
T2D 23 % compared with other eth-
nicities (6% in Caucasians, 13% in 

Chinese Americans, 17% in Hispan-
ics, and 18% in Blacks). South Asians 
have increased visceral fat in the ab-
domen liver and around the heart.  
Approximately 6% of pregnancies in 
the US are complicated by gestational 
diabetes mellitus (GDM), and the es-
timated prevalence of GDM in South 
Asia is up to 17%. GDM results in a 
long-term increase in CV risk for both 
mother and offspring. South Asians 
have a distinct bio profile related to 
measures of insulin resistance, bio-
markers, and lipid markers. Diabetes 
and Coronary heart disease (CHD) is 
more frequent and more premature 
in South Asians. Early hypertension 
also appears to be more prevalent in 
South Asians.  (Agencies)

PTI Govt borrowed 
$ 47,105.85 million in 

nearly four years

Saudi Arabia’s KSRelief  
distributes  winter bags to 

people in Pakistan

15 killed in Iraq blast

Punjab cabinet approves 
Rs300/maund support 

price for sugarcane

Police deploy at German 
synagogue after bullet 

holes found

Govt, FAO join hands in 
Living Indus project

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-insaf (PTI) government has 
borrowed a sum of $47,105.85 million 
loans in the last four years period (from 
August 2018 to April 2022), Minister for 
Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq 
told National Assembly on Friday. In a 
written reply to the question of Sheikh 
Rohale Asghar, while sharing details of 
the borrowed amount, he said a sum 
of $ 3,513.07 million was borrowed as 
bilateral financing; $4,500 million got 
from bonds; $ 15,121.93 million from 
commercial banks; $15,583.86 mil-
lion from multilateral sources; $1,000 
million from safe deposits; $3,000 mil-
lion borrowed from time deposits and 
$4,387 million borrowed from Interna-
tional Monitory Fund. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Center (KSRelief) distributed 370 win-
ter bags to people affected by floods 
and torrential rain in Pakistan. The 
bags, which include clothing to keep 
individuals warm during the winter 
season, benefited 2,590 people, Saudi 
Press Agency reported . The initiative 
comes as part of KSRelief’s efforts to 
secure and support people in need in 
the South Asian nation. (agencies)

Sulaimaniyah: Fifteen people died and 
around a dozen were injured in north-
ern Iraq when a fuel tank exploded, 
causing a building to collapse, author-
ities said Friday as search operations 
ended. Provincial governor Haval Abu 
Bakr provided the final toll for Thurs-
day evening’s blast in Sulaimaniyah, 
the second-largest city of Iraq’s auton-
omous Kurdistan region, and declared 
a day of mourning in the province. 
“Most of the victims are women and 
children,” Abu Bakr said, adding that 
“there are no more bodies under the 
rubble of the house”. Authorities said 
the three-story building collapsed after 
a leak from a liquefied petroleum gas 
tank used for heating triggered a blast.
Emergency services still searching for 
survivors had given an earlier toll of 11, 
but several hours later the city’s emer-
gency response chief Saman Nader an-
nounced “the end of operations”, with 
15 bodies found in total Local residents 
had watched on Friday morning as 
rescue workers, assisted by a backhoe, 
searched among collapsed bricks and 
twisted metal. The explosion shattered 
the windows and blackened the facade 
of a neighbouring building. Bafel Jalal 
Talabani, head of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) in power in Sulaim-
aniyah, said he would finance the re-
construction of the building and those 
nearby. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi presided over 
the 4th provincial cabinet meeting at 
his office on Friday, which fixed the 
support price for sugarcane at Rs300 
per maund. The cabinet made it man-
datory for sugar mills of Punjab to start 
sugarcane crushing from Nov 25. The 
cabinet also granted approval for en-
gaging the Bank of Punjab in the Eh-
saas Rashan Riyat programme. The 
cabinet meeting also approved promo-
tion of Director General Rescue-1122 
Dr Rizwan Naseer from grade 20 to 
21. The CM appreciated that the Res-
cue-1122 team provided assistance 
to the flood-affected people during 
the flood. The provincial cabinet also 
granted approval to formulate regula-
tions for registration of electric vehi-
cles. It was decided in principle to run 
electric rickshaws in Punjab. The CM 
said that 50 per cent subsidy would be 
provided to electric vehicles in respect 
of taxes. Approval was granted to fill 
3,000 vacant posts in the Punjab police 
department. Approval was also grant-
ed to purchase drones for the police 
and to disburse Rs350 billion grant 
among the bar associations. Approval 
was granted to extend the contract of 
Chief Operating Officer Punjab Safe 
City Authority Kamran Khan by two 
years. (Agencies)

Berlin: German police staged a ma-
jor deployment at a synagogue in 
the western city of Essen on Friday 
after several bullet holes were found 
in the rabbi’s residence. Police said 
“four shots were fired from a load-
ed weapon” into the exterior of the 
home next to the city’s Old Syna-
gogue but that no one was injured. 
Officers were inspecting the site 
with sniffer dogs for any explosives.
Justice Minister Marco Buschmann 
said he was “shocked by this latest 
attack on Jewish life in Germany”. 
“Anti-Semitism must have no place. 
It is our duty to protect Jewish life,” 
he tweeted. Media reports said the 
shots were fired overnight and re-
ported on Friday morning. They 
targeted a glass door at the entry-
way of the residence and two bullets 
pierced the glass. State interior min-
ister Herbert Reul told local media 
that the alleged assailant, a man, 
had been captured on a security 
camera but was still at large. The in-
cident came three years after a gun-
man killed two people in the eastern 
city of Halle after failing to storm a 
synagogue on Yom Kippur. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) is working 
on a project ‘Living Indus’ with the 
government of Pakistan to protect 
the Indus Basin from environmen-
tal degradation and anthropogenic 
activities. This was stated by FAO 
Representative Florence Rolle while 
speaking in a program of newly 
launched English Channel of Radio 
Pakistan Planet-FM 87.6, said a news 
release issued here on Friday. She 
said Indus Basin has significant im-
portance in people’s lives as well as 
biodiversity of the country, including 
socio-economic and cultural activ-
ities of the people. The FAO repre-
sentative said Pakistan was rich in 
biodiversity and all stakeholders 
need to play their role for its conser-
vation. She called for concrete steps 
to preserve water and land resources 
in the country. Highlighting the sig-
nificance of research in the agricul-
ture sector, the FAO representative 
underscored the need for reforms 
in the agriculture sector to enhance 
efficiency and productivity. About 
FAO’s efforts in flood affected ar-
eas of Pakistan, Florence Rolle said 
the organization was providing Rabi 
packages to farmers for wheat cul-
tivation, vaccines for livestock and 
feed for cattle. (Agencies)
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CDA to function citizen club in F-9 park

Marriyum terms Imran’s “failed long march” ‘ 
work from home’ (mis) adventure

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) has added 
three private members to the manage-
ment committee (MG) which will run 
the Gandhara Heritage, Culture and 
Convention Centre in F-9 Citizen Club. 
The citizen club, which remained un-
der the health ministry for a couple of 
years as a Covid-19 vaccination centre. 
The CDA is now planning to make the 
convention centre functional after get-
ting approval of the three new names 
from the federal cabinet. “Three new 
names have been finalised for the 
committee and now we will move a 
summary to the federal cabinet for 
getting approval,” said an officer of 
the CDA. He said after the approval of 
the summary, the MG will have seven 
members - the secretary of interior, 
the secretary of National Heritage and 
Culture Division, the CDA chairman, 
chief commissioner as ex-officio mem-

bers. After the approval of the three 
new members, the composition of the 
MG will be completed. The officer said 
the three private members - renowned 
architect Nayyar Ali Dada, Vice Chan-
cellor Quaid-i-Azam University Dr 
Mohammad Ali and poet Iftikhar Arif - 
were already non-executive members 
of the CDA board. The officer said the 
CDA board on Monday approved the 
names and decided to send a summa-
ry to the federal cabinet for approval.
The citizen club spreads over 22 acres 
with a 265,000 square feet covered 
area. The building has facilities such 
as restaurants, an indoor pool, gym, 
lobby, aerobic area and a fitness cen-
tre. The project of the club building 
was started by the CDA in 2008 but 
when the structure was completed the 
Supreme Court in 2010 took up the 
case and ruled that the building can-
not be used as a club. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurang-
zeb said on Friday that Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf Chairman Imran Khan’s 
failed long march had become “work 
from home” adventure. Addressing a 
press conference, here, she said “Imran 
Khan is in grief as his failed long march 
had been changed into work from 
home”. “Our watches show us the time, 
Imran Khan’s watch has shown him his 
reality (‘ auqat’), she said while taking a 
jibe at the PTI chief.  She lamented that 
Imran Khan allegedly sold the watch 
“having image of the Holy Kaaba” for 
a few “pennies”. She said that today’s 
address of Imran Khan convinced them 
(the government) that he (Imran Khan) 
had not been hit by the bullet but was 
hit by grief and sorrow due to failed 
long march, she alleged. She, how-

ever, clarified that revealing the facts 
regarding Imran Khan did not mean 
she was mocking the PTI chairman as 
he was bedridden due to injury. The 
minister said that she was responding 
to a healthy man who was in the hab-
it of speaking lies, levelling allegations 
and slandering his opponents includ-
ing Maryam Nawaz. “Mr. Imran Khan 
! People are not foolish and unwise to 
believe your lies and false allegations,” 
she said.  (APP)


