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MOSCOW/KIEV: Ukraine’s Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power plant, which is 
under Russian control, was rocked by 
shelling, drawing condemnation from 
the U.N. nuclear watchdog which said 
such attacks risked a major disaster. 
More than a dozen blasts shook Eu-
rope’s biggest nuclear power plant, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said. Moscow and Kyiv both 
blamed the other for the shelling of the 
facility as they have done repeatedly in 
recent months after earlier explosions. 
“Explosions occurred at the site of this 
major nuclear power plant, which is 
completely unacceptable. Whoever is 
behind this, it must stop immediate-
ly. As I have said many times before, 
you’re playing with fire!” he said in a 
statement. Citing information provid-
ed by plant management, the IAEA 
team on the ground said there had 
been damage to some buildings, sys-
tems and equipment, but none of them 
critical for nuclear safety and security 
so far. The team plans to conduct an as-
sessment on Monday, Grossi said in a 
statement issued later on Sunday. Rus-
sian nuclear power operator Rosen-
ergoatom though said there would be 
curbs on what the team could inspect. 
“They interpret their mandate as hav-
ing no limits. This is not so,” Renat 
Karchaa, an adviser to Rosenergoat-
om’s CEO, told Tass news agency. The 
Kremlin said on Monday it was not 
discussing calling up more Russian 
soldiers to fight in Ukraine through a 
second round of mobilisation. Russia 
called up more than 300,000 reservists 

to support what it calls its “special mil-
itary operation” in Ukraine in a contro-
versial mobilisation drive launched in 
September. Spanish police will deploy 
in Ukraine over the coming weeks to 
help investigate alleged war crimes, 
Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez 
told the NATO Parliamentary Assem-
bly in Madrid on Monday. An advance 
delegation of Spanish police officials 
has already arrived in Kyiv to meet 
with representatives of the Ukrainian 
public prosecutor’s office, the Spanish 
Interior Ministry said. Spanish officers 
are set to work alongside Ukrainian 
investigators and prosecutors in the 
collection of evidence that could be 
incorporated into cases probing al-
leged violations of international law 
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
in February.  President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy marked Ukraine’s annual Day 
of Dignity and Freedom on Monday 
by celebrating the sacrifices made by 
Ukrainian people since Russia’s in-
vasion and saying his country would 
endure and prevail. In a video address 
to the nation, Zelenskiy hailed the 
contributions made by Ukrainians - 
from soldiers, firefighters and medics 
to teachers giving online lessons, vil-
lagers cooking for the military, tailors 
sewing uniforms and farmers plough-
ing their fields despite the risk. He 
hailed their defiance despite frequent 
missile strikes, widescale destruc-
tion, shortages and rolling blackouts 
as winter sets in, almost exactly nine 
months since Russia’s invasion. “We 
can be left without money. Without 

gasoline. Without hot water. Without 
light. But not without freedom,” Zel-
enskiy said in an address that he deliv-
ered standing in an ornate room in the 
presidential palace in the capital Kyiv. 
Ukraine has said that it had identified 
four locations where Russian forces 
tortured detainees in Kherson before 
Moscow withdrew troops from the 
southern Ukrainian city. Since the 
Russian army withdrew on 11 No-
vember after occupying the city for 
eight months, Kyiv has accused Mos-
cow’s forces of perpetrating abuses 
on a “horrific” scale. The Office of the 
General Prosecutor said officials had 
inspected “four premises” where Rus-
sian troops “illegally detained people 
and brutally tortured them.” Russian 
forces set up “pseudo-law enforce-
ment agencies” in Kherson detention 
centres as well as in a police station, 
it said in a statement. Parts of rubber 
truncheons, a wooden bat, an incan-
descent lamp and “a device with which 
the occupiers tortured civilians with 
electricity” were found, prosecutors 
said.
The New York Times says it has veri-
fied the authenticity of videos that sur-
faced online last week, showing the 
execution of captive Russian soldiers 
by Ukrainian troops. The men “appear 
to have been shot dead at close range,” 
according to the newspaper. The 
events shown in the clips occurred in 
the village of Makeyevka in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Lugansk, earlier this 
month, the newspaper reported on 
Sunday.  *Agencies*

–  No new mobilization plans: Kremlin – 

Russia shelled Ukrainian nuclear plant 
UN warns: ‘You’re playing with fire! 
–  Spain to deploy police in Ukraine to assist war crime investigations.

– Zelenskiy promises victory over Russia on protest anniversary. 
– Ukrainian says four ‘torture’ sites found in Kherson

– Videos showing execution of Russian POWs in Ukraine are authentic – NYT  

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said Monday he was 
mulling going beyond air strikes and 
launching a ground operation in Syr-
ia following a deadly rocket strike 
on a Turkish border town. Erdogan 
also renewed warnings that those at-
tacking Turkey will pay dearly, a day 
after Ankara’s forces launched air 
raids on bases of outlawed Kurdish 
groups in northern Syria and Iraq. 
“There is no question that this op-
eration be limited to only an aerial 
operation,” Erdogan told reporters 
on returning to Turkey from Qatar 
where he attended the FIFA World 
Cup opening. “Competent authori-

ties, our defence ministry and chief 
of staff will together decide the level 
of force that should be used by our 
ground forces,” Erdogan said. “We 
have already warned that we will 
make those who violate our territory 

pay,” he added. Erdogan spoke after 
a rocket strike from Syrian terri-
tory killed at least three people, in-
cluding a child, in a border Turkish 
town. That strike came a day after 
Turkey carried out air raids against 
the bases of Kurdish militant groups 
in northern Syria and Iraq which it 
said were being used to launch “ter-
rorist” attacks on Turkish soil. The 
overnight raids mainly targeting po-
sitions held by Syrian Kurdish forces 
in northern and northeastern Syria 
killed at least 31 people, according to 
the British-based monitoring group 
the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights (SOHR). *Agencies*

BEIJING: Beijing shut down schools 
and nurseries Monday after register-
ing two Covid-19 deaths and almost 
a thousand new infections over the 
weekend as several Chinese cities 
cope with outbreaks and reinstate 
stringent rules to deal with the spread. 
Restaurants in the Chinese capital, 
especially in the Chaoyang business 
district, also closed their doors to cus-
tomers but continued to provide take-
out orders on Monday after author-

ities urged residents to work from 
home where possible. Beijing citizens 

are also required to show a negative 
PCR test carried out in the previous 
24 hours to access public places such 
as supermarkets, museums, parks 
and shopping centers. The capital’s 
authorities have so far held back 
from imposing a city-wide lockdown, 
but there are an unconfirmed num-
ber of buildings in Beijing that have 
been placed under lockdown due to a 
Covid-19 case being detected within 
the premises. *Agencies*

Germany offers Poland Patriot missiles 
to defend airspace

Deadly quake kills 56 in Indonesia

Erdogan says mulling ground operation in Syria

Beijing closes schools as Covid outbreak sweeps China

WARSAW: Germany has offered 
Eurofighters and Patriot defense 
systems to Poland to help it de-
fend its airspace, Defense Minister 
Christine Lambrecht told German 
newspapers in comments published 
Monday. “We have to position our-
selves in the alliance even better in 
terms of air defense,” and that that 
goes particularly for Poland, Slo-
vakia and the Baltic countries, she 
told the Rheinische Post and Gener-
al-Anzeiger newspapers. Lambrecht 
said Germany is present with these 
air defense weapons in Slovakia 
already and wants to extend that 
through 2023 or even beyond. Polish 
Defense Minister Mariusz Blaszczak 
said he received Germany’s offer 

of additional Patriot missiles “with 
satisfaction” and will have them 
deployed close to the border with 
Ukraine. He tweeted that during a 
phone conversation Monday with 
the German side, he will suggest 
the location for the Patriot missile 
reinforcement. Poland already has a 
deployment of U.S. Patriot missiles. 
On Tuesday, two Poles were killed 
when a missile hit a grain depot in 
the village of Przewodow, just 6 ki-
lometers (4 miles) from the border 
with Ukraine, which came under 
heavy Russian missile barrage that 
day. Western officials say it ap-
peared that a Ukrainian air defense 
missile went astray and landed in 
Poland.  *Agencies*

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Kha-
waja Asif said on Monday that the pro-
cess of appointment of the next chief 
of army staff (COAS) has begun. In a 
tweet, Asif wrote that “the process of 
appointment to the highest position of 
Pakistan Army has started today, soon 
the appointment will be completed as 
per the constitutional requirements.”
Speaking to the media on Monday, the 
defence minister said that no summary 
has been received until now and “there 
was no deadlock with regard to the 
names for next COAS.” “We will start 
discussions to finalise the name when 
we receive the summary,” he said. “The 
armed forces will also be taken into 
confidence before finalisation of the 
name for next COAS.” Earlier, it was 
reported that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif had received the summary on 
Monday pertaining to the appointment 
of the next COAS of Pakistan. Accord-

ing to it, the document contains the 
names of 5-6 senior army officials 
Khawaja Asif, Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah and Minister for along with 
their credentials and details. The re-
port said a meeting is underway to dis-
cuss the matter at the PM House. De-
fence Minister Law and Justice Ayaz 
Sadiq are part of the meeting. It added 
that the name of the new COAS will 
be revealed soon in an announcement 
by PM Shehbaz. Asif said that they 
had also deliberated over the names 
with the coalition partners. He added 
that the new chief will come from five, 
six senior most army officials whose 
names were under consideration. The 
minister also turned down rumors of 
deadlock between the civil-military 
leadership over the names for new 
COAS and claimed that no one was 
exerting pressure on the government. 
*Agencies*

JAVA: An earthquake has struck the 
main Indonesian island of Java, leav-
ing at least 56 people dead and hun-
dreds injured, local officials say. The 
5.6 magnitude quake struck Cianjur 
town in West Java, at a shallow depth 
of 10km (six miles), according to US 
Geological Survey data. Videos on 
social media showed some buildings 
reduced almost entirely to rubble and 
debris strewn on streets. Officials 
warn of possible aftershocks and say 
the death toll could rise. The area 
where the quake struck is densely 
populated and prone to landslides, 
with poorly-built houses. Rescuers 
have been trying to evacuate people 
from collapsed buildings, and man-
aged to save a woman and her baby, 
according to local reports. West Java 
governor Ridwan Kamil confirmed to 
local media that 56 people had died 
and more than 700 were injured. He 
said the numbers of injuries and fa-
talities are likely to increase because 
there are “a lot of people” still trapped 
at the scene, with one area blocked by 
a landslide. Dozens of buildings had 
been damaged in Cianjur region, the 

National Disaster Mitigation Agen-
cy said in a statement. They include 
a hospital and an Islamic boarding 
school. The tremor could also be felt 
in the capital Jakarta about 100km 
away, where people in high-rise build-
ings were evacuated. Office workers 
rushed out of buildings in the civic 
and business district during the trem-
or, which started at 13:21 Western 
Indonesian time (WIT) on Monday, 
the agency said. “I was working when 
the floor under me was shaking. I 
could feel the tremor clearly. I tried 
to do nothing to process what it was, 
but it became even stronger and last-
ed for some time,” lawyer Mayadita 
Waluyo told AFP. An office worker 
named Ahmad Ridwan told news 
agency Reuters: “We are used to this 
[earthquakes] in Jakarta, but people 
were so nervous just now, so we also 
panicked.” Earthquakes are common 
in Indonesia, which sits on the “ring 
of fire” area of tectonic activity in the 
Pacific. The country has a history of 
devastating earthquakes and tsuna-
mis, with more than 2,000 killed in a 
2018 Sulawesi quake. *Agencies*

Rishi Sunak has said he would 
not allow any return to alignment 
with EU rules, following reports 
the government could pursue a 
Swiss-style relationship with Brus-
sels. Speaking at the the CBI con-
ference in Birmingham on Monday 
morning, the prime minister said 
he wanted to be “unequivocal”. 
“Under my leadership, the United 
Kingdom will not pursue any rela-

tionship with Europe that relies on 
alignment with EU laws,” he said. 
According to The Sunday Times, 
“senior government figures” were 
planning to put the UK on a path 
towards arrangements similar to 
Switzerland’s to ensure access to 
the EU’s single market. The report 
alarmed Brexiteers in the Conser-
vative Party who do not want to see 
the UK return to having closer links 

with the EU. Sunak added: “I voted 
for Brexit, I believe in Brexit and I 
know that Brexit can deliver, and is 
already delivering, enormous bene-
fits and opportunities for the coun-
try – migration being an immediate 
one where we have proper control 
of our borders and are able to have 
a conversation with the country 
about the type of migration that we 
want and need. *Agencies*

Rishi Sunak Rejects Swiss-Style Brexit Agreement With EU Process to appoint new COAS begins: Asif 
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Imported rulers failed to overcome economic, political crisis:  Mahmood Khan

Dry, cold weather to prevail in most KP

Auqaf, TEVTA ink agreement for technical  
training of seminaries students

* Staff Reporter*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
said that Pakistan is passing through 
a crucial phase, the imported rulers 
have failed to deliver and do not have 
the capacity to steer the country out 
of the prevailing economic and polit-
ical crisis. We are at crossroads and 
have to choose between subjugation 
or true independence of the nation; 
now is the time for the people to firm-
ly stand by Imran Khan and work for 
achieving true independence of Pa-
kistan. In his statement issued here 
from the chief minister secretariat on 
Monday, Mahmood Khan said that 
people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have 
rendered unprecedented sacrifices 
for peace and tranquility and will 
never accept imported rulers. He said 
that the people of this province are 
standing firmly with Imran Khan and 
will take to the streets in full strength 

to make the proposed true indepen-
dence march a success story. Mah-
mood Khan said that this country was 
established with the aim of ensuring 
national sovereignty, but due to the 
incompetence of the self-centred po-
litical mafia, we could not achieve this 
goal. Criticizing the policies of the im-
ported government, the chief minister 
said that decisions are being taken on 
the desires of their foreign masters 
and a fugitive person has been en-
trusted with our future, which is not 
acceptable to Pakistanis. He made it 
clear that the group of incompetent 
politicians are serving alien interests 

to remain in power and loot the na-
tional wealth; they have formed a uni-
fied front against Chairman PTI Im-
ran Khan, who is working to rid the 
country from incompetent and cor-
rupt rulers. He reiterated that the en-
tire nation is supporting Imran Khan 
in his struggle for the real freedom of 
the country. People of Pakistan have 
affirmed their commitment to sup-
port Imran Khan time and again and 
it has been established, without any 
doubt, that Imran Khan is the only 
national leader that is representative 
of Pakistanis and is capable of leading 
the federation.

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Monday pre-
dicted that mainly cold and dry weather 
was expected in most districts of the 
province, while very cold in the hilly ar-
eas during the next 24 hours. It said that 
shallow fog may also occur over Swabi, 
Mardan, Nowshera, Charsadda, Pesha-
war, and D.I. Khan districts, as well as 

Peshawar to Swabi Motorway during 
late night/ morning hours. During the 
last 24 hours, cold and dry weather oc-
curred in the province, while very cold 
in hilly areas. Light rain at isolated plac-
es occurred in the Khyber district. The 
maximum and minimum temperatures 
recorded at different stations of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were as Pesha-

war City 26/06, Chitral 17/03, Timergara 
23/06, Dir 19/02, Mirkhani 17/00, Kalam 
10/-5, Drosh 17/04, Saidu Sharif 22/02, 
Pattan 22/10, Malam Jabba 09/-1, Takht 
Bhai 26/06, Kakul 18/03, Balakot 23/03, 
Parachinar 15/03, Bannu 26/07 , Cherat 
14/09 and D.I. Khan 26/12. The lowest 
temperature recorded in the province 
was -05 C in Kalam. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Auqaf department 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Technical 
Education, Vocational Training Au-
thority (TEVTA) on Monday signed 
an agreement to provide technical and 
vocational training to seminaries stu-
dents across the province. Under the 
agreement, an amount of Rs 90 mil-
lion would be spent on the training of 
seminaries students including 30 mil-
lion for 100 students and Rs 60 million 
for seminary students. Addressing the 

ceremony, Special Assistant to Chief 
Minister for Minorities Affairs Wazir 
Zada said the provincial government 
was taking pragmatic measures for 
education, training and the future 
of the youth, adding that under the 
agreement computer courses, beau-
tician courses, motorcycle mechanic, 
mobile phone repairing courses would 
be offered to seminaries and other stu-
dents including 1800 from the merged 
districts. (APP)

Police held narcotics pusher

16 youngsters arrested  
for one-wheeling

Three days grand  
book fair opens today

DC rejects social media reports regarding  
demolition of mosque for commercial purpose 

SCCI demands to bring down interest rate to single digit

Motiwala’s appointment as TDAP CEO  
termed good omen for promotion of export

PESHAWAR: Kohat Police has 
arrested an accused for alleged-
ly supplying narcotics in the sur-
rounding localities of educational 
institutions, said a press release 
issued on Monday. The notorious 
narcotics pusher identified as Irfan-
ullah, a resident of College Town 
was involved in supplying narcot-
ics to the surrounding localities of 
the educational institutions of both 
public and private sectors in the 
city. The police have also recovered 
over 6 kilograms of hashish and 
300 grams of ice drug from his pos-
session. Police Station, Mohammad 
Riaz Shaheed has registered a nar-
cotics pushing case against the ac-
cused. The accused was presented 
in the local court, which sent him to 
prison. (APP)

PESHAWAR: City Traffic Police 
have arrested 16 stouthearted 
youth for doing one-wheeling on 
motorcycles and their vehicles 
were impounded in the traffic po-
lice terminal here on Monday. Un-
der the supervision of the Chief 
Traffic Office (CTO), Abbas Majeed 
Marwat, the officers and personnel 
of traffic Police launched a crack-
down against one-wheeling and ar-
rested 16 stouthearted youth. The 
motorcycles of such youngsters 
were confiscated and impounded 
in the terminal. CTO Abbas Majeed 
Marwat has said that those doing 
one-wheeling do not deserve any 
concession and directed stern ac-
tion against those involved in the 
dangerous activity. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A three-day annual 
book fair is being launched today 
(Tuesday) at Agriculture Universi-
ty its main library Lawn. The Vice 
–Chancellor Prof Bakht Jahan will 
inaugurate the event.    Over 100 
publishers will display their stalls 
on different topics.  All arrange-
ments for the 11th grand book fair 
under the auspices of Islami Jami-
at Talba (IJT) have been finalized 
to make it a success, said a release 
issued here on Monday. (Staff Re-
port)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
Peshawar, Shafiullah Khan on Mon-
day rejected news on social media 
that a commercial plaza would be 
constructed by demolishing an old 
mosque in the provincial metropoli-
tan. In a video message, he said that 
such news on social media is baseless 
and against the fact. He said that ex-
pert teams of Peshawar Development 
Authority and Communications and 
Works inspected the “Speen Jomaat” 
mosque building and declared it di-
lapidated and posing a danger to 
hundreds of worshippers in case of 
any mishap. He said that around 60 

seminary students have been shifted 
to the rented building where they will 
continue their studies. He said that 
initially the mosque will be sealed for 
safety purposes and later state of the 
art new mosque with all facilities will 
be built on the same place. He said 
that a separate seminary portion will 
be built for students with education 
facilities. The Deputy Commissioner 
rejected claims of land ownership 
by few individuals, adding the prop-
erty was acquired for the University 
Town in 1956 and later donated to 
the mosque by the then administra-
tion. (APP)

PESHAWAR: President, Sarhad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(SCCI) Muhammad Ishaq expressed 
grave concern over retaining poli-
cy rate at high level and described 
the current highly interest rate is 
extremely detrimental for business 
and industrial growth and national 
economy. Business, trade and in-
dustrial activities have already been 
stagnated whereas country’s econ-
omy is also on brink of destruction 
so that the current high interest rate 
needed to bring down from current-
ly 18 per cent to single digit while 
keeping view the prevailing sce-
nario, says Ishaq while chairing a 
meeting of industrialists here at the 
chamber’s house on Monday. Meet-
ing was attended by the SCCI’s se-
nior vice president Shahid Hussain, 
vice president Ejaz Khan Afridi, 
former senior vice president Imran 
Khan Mohmand and others. Ishaq 
strongly opposed the fixed charge, 
saying that high power tariff was a 
major cause of sluggish growth in 
business and industries, demanding 
the fixation of electricity charges as 
per previous maximum demand in-
dicators (MDIs) policy, because the 
high prices aren’t beneficial for in-
dustries and businesses. The SCCI’s 

chief noted that high policy rate is 
being caused by hampering busi-
ness and industrial activities, conse-
quently cost of industrial production 
has escalated rampantly owing to 
which, price-hike has increased on 
daily basis which has miserably hit 
poor segments of the society. While 
commenting on the current state of 
the national economy, Ishaq criti-
cized the present government for 
non-seriousness toward putting the 
economy on the right direction as 
industries and businesses were halt-
ing in the country that has triggered 
massive unemployment. The cham-
ber president observed it has been 
witnessing that industries are hardly 
running under 10 to 15 per cent ca-
pacity. So, he questioned: “how sta-
bility can be brought in the national 
economy in current circumstances? 
Linking the economic revival with 
political stability, Ishaq clarified that 
when the economy will exist then 
political survival will be made pos-
sible. Therefore, he urged the gov-
ernment and state bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) to bring down the interest rate 
from 18 per cent to single digit and 
take proactive measures for giving 
relief, incentives and facilities to the 
business community. (Staff Report)

PESHAWAR: Prominent business-
man and Director Pak-Afghan Joint 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi 
has welcomed the appointment of 
Zubair Motiwala as Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP). In a 
press statement issued here on Mon-
day, Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi who is also 
Chairman Frontier Custom Clearing 
Agents termed the appointment of 
Zubair Motiwala as good omen for 
the promotion of country’s export. It 
merits a mention here that, Federal 
cabinet has approved appointment 

of renowned businessman, Zubair 
Motiwala as CEO TDAP. Zia said 
Zubair Motiwala’s services as Chair-
man PAJCCI are also very effective 
and have helped a lot in the promo-
tion of trade between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. “After the takeover of 
Taliban in Afghanistan, there were 
a lot of problems in continuation of 
business, but due to dynamic lead-
ership and dedicated efforts of Mo-
tiwala, majority of hurdles were re-
moved and commerce continued in 
the region benefiting thousands of 
people on both sides of the border,” 
Zia added. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 228.75 231

China Yuan 31.35 31.6

Japanese Yen 1.65 1.7

Saudi Riyal 63 63.6

U.A.E Dirham 65 65.6

UK Pound 278.7 281

Euro 242 244.5

Australian Dollar 149 150.25

Canadian Dollar 166.7 168.05

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
146300 

Rs. 
134107 

Rs. 
128013 

Rs. 
109725

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
125500 

Rs. 
115041 

Rs. 
109813 

Rs.  
94125

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12550 

Rs.  
11504 

Rs.  
10981 

Rs.  
9413

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
355800 

Rs. 
326148 

Rs. 
311325 

Rs. 
266850

Furniture Provided To 
1.35mn Students

PESHAWAR: Elementary and 
Secondary education Department 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has provided 
furniture to 1.35 million students 
in government schools through-
out the province. This was said by 
Director Education Hafiz Muham-
mad Ibrahim while briefing the 
Minister Education in a meeting 
here on Monday. He said that 1.35 
million children have been given 
small and big tablet chairs while 
work on supplying another 1.3 
million tablet chairs of the second 
phase has been started. Education 
Minister Shahram Khan Tarakai 
said that today is a very happy day 
for him that he has succeeded in 
completing a part of the promise 
that children will now sit on tablet 
chairs instead of mat. He further 
said that strict legal action will 
be taken against the head of any 
school where furniture is found 
dumb in the store room instead of 
giving it to the children. The Min-
ister of Education was also briefed 
regarding the Public Private Part-
nership in the Department of Ed-
ucation and the Directorate of 
Professional Development on this 
occasion. (APP)

KP Govt “utilizing Provincial Resources For 
Imran’s Politics Of Anarchy”: Sardar Babak 

PESHAWAR: Awami National Par-
ty (ANP) Parliamentary Secretary 
Sardar Hussain Babak on Monday 
said that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment was utilizing provincial re-
sources for politics of agitation and 
PTI long march.
In a statement, he said PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan was spreading 
“hatred, anarchy and unrest among 
the youths after losing his govern-
ment after a confidence motion”.
He said that Imran Khan had been 
“exposed” to the nation and he 
could not mislead the people with 
his “baseless accusations” and mere 
slogans. Babak said, “Chief Minister 
KP Mahmood Khan is using pro-
vincial resources,” adding district 
administration, provincial bureau-
cracy and police force should not be 
used for “Imran Khan’s hate speech-
es”. He alleged all the lies and con-

spiracies by the PTI chief were now 
exposed. He also referred to Imran’s 
narrative wherein he had “falsely 
claimed the US has plotted to top-
ple his government”. He deplored 
the resources of KP were being used 
purportedly for the politics of Im-
ran Khan and his public gatherings. 
On the other side, the chief minis-
ter, acting governor, ministers and 
other cabinet members were adding 
“woes to the worries of the people 
by blocking roads and streets in the 
name of protests”. Babak alleged the 
PTI government’s policy had made 
the life of the common man miser-
able in the province, adding due to 
price hikes and unemployment the 
people were facing mental stress, 
while the incidents of extortion and 
kidnapping for ransom had forced 
allegedly hundreds of Pakhtunkhwa 
to migrate to other provinces. (APP)

FPCCI, UoP to start 
joint research work

PESHAWAR: Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
(FPCCI) and Area Study Centre, Uni-
versity of Peshawar (UoP) signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
for exchange of research oriented and 
other matters. The MoU signing cer-
emony was held in the Area Study 
Centre wherein both parties signed 
the agreement. Besides, Coordinator 
FPCCI, Sartaj Ahmad Khan, Region-
al Secretary Engineer Khalid Haider, 
Chairman, All Pakistan Commercial 
Exporters Association (APCEA), Min-
hajuddin, Fazal Elahi, Adnan Jalil, Di-
rector Area Study Centre, Shabir Ah-
mad, professors and teachers a large 
number of students and businessmen 
also attended the ceremony.Under the 
MoU, FPCCI and Area Study Centre 
will jointly work for the promotion of 
trade with Central Asian States. Speak-
ing on the occasion, former president 
FPCCI, Haji Ghulam Ali said that be-
sides imparting education, we might 
also train the students to live life ac-
cording to the requirements of the 
modern era Director Area Study Cen-
tre Shabir Ahmad said that after the 
end of the war in Afghanistan time is 
ripe for the promotion of trade relations 
with the Central Asian States. (APP)

PESHAWAR: An old man busy in roast-
ing peanuts at Firdous Market. APP
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It’s very good news that official correspondence has started 
between Pakistan and Russia to buy cheap oil and gas from 
the latter, because Pakistan is suffering from shortage of oil 
and gas. In this connection, a Pakistani delegation is ready 
to visit Russia on Russian invitation. It is being said that the 
purchase of oil and gas from Russia will be done in the nation-
al interest, but Pakistan will not violate any global treaty by 
purchasing oil and gas from Russia. The government spends 
a huge foreign exchange every year on importing different 
things. However, this year, Pakistan needs much oil and gas 
as war between Russia and Ukraine has created an oil and 
gas crisis all over the world. Oil could be obtained relatively 
cheaply from Russia, but our government waits for US permis-
sion and does not take steps against it, despite the fact that Fi-
nance Minister Ishaq Dar has said recently that the US cannot 
stop Pakistan from purchasing Russian oil. Dar claimed that 
when he met with US State Department representatives, the 
issue was discussed and it was made clear to the US authori-
ties that they could not prevent Islamabad from purchasing oil 
from Moscow because their neighbour, India, was also doing 
so. It is feared that it would create problems for Islamabad if 
it goes against the US wishes. However, Pakistan’s neighbor 
India made a deal to purchase oil from Russia without caring 
the US interest.  However, now that there is a statement from 
the US that it has no objection to India buying oil or gas from 
Russia, Pakistan has also become active to take advantage of 
this concession. And that’s why Islamabad has also formal-
ly contacted the Russian leadership and a formal correspon-
dence has started in this regard at the level of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Petroleum. It is hoped that 
Pakistan will soon get cheap oil and gas from Russia. Pakistan 
has its own interests and it must protect them instead of act-
ing on others’ gestures. Cheap oil and gas would help to run 
closed industrial units to overcome unemployment and meet 
domestic needs to compete with winter.

Progress in Buying Russian Oil

The rich world’s governments arrived 
at the conference in Egypt saying “it’s 
now or never”. They left saying “how 
about never?”. We sail through ev-
ery target and objective, red line and 
promised restraint towards a future 
in which the possibility of anyone’s 
existence starts to dwindle towards 
zero. Every life is a madly improba-
ble gift. For how much longer will we 
sit and watch while our governments 
throw it all away?’ – An excerpt from 
a recent Guardian published article 
‘Our leaders had a final chance to 
halt climate breakdown. They failed 
each and every one of us’ by George 
Monbiot. The COP27 Summit, which 
was held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, 
from November 7-18 has overall not 
lived up to the enormous and per-
haps most urgent  challenge at hand, 
and that is tackling the fast unfolding 
climate change crisis, both in terms 
of mitigation and adaptation through 
shifting towards green economies, 
but also rich countries with much 
higher carbon footprints, paying rep-
arations to developing countries like 
Pakistan, with relatively miniscule 
carbon footprint, but which have 
suffered climate change-induced di-
saster; where catastrophic floods this 
year in Pakistan inundated one-third 
of the country, led to the loss of more 
than 1700 lives, and an estimate dam-
age worth $30 billion. Having said 
that, over the years the rich countries 
have not lived up even to their cli-
mate finance-related commitments, 
where a recent article ‘The Barbadi-
an proposal turning heads at COP27’ 
published by Financial Policy (FP) 
pointed out in this regard ‘A peren-
nial question hanging over U.N. cli-
mate conferences is how developing 
countries will finance their domestic 
climate mitigation and adaptation 
efforts. Rich countries currently pro-
vide them with a little less than $100 
billion per year in a combination of 
grants and loans for this purpose, 
but their annual need is widely un-
derstood to be in the trillions of dol-
lars. Developing countries have con-
tributed far less to climate change 
than wealthy ones – but dispropor-
tionally bear the brunt of its effects.’ 
Hence, while it is all very well talking 
about innovative solutions to move 
towards renewable energy, sucking 

out carbon from the atmosphere, 
and managing the water sector much 
better; among other issues, the other 
main thing is arranging finances. A 
recent Project Syndicate (PS) article 
pointed out in this regard ‘If there is 
one issue that has taken center stage 
at this year’s United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP27), it is 
money. Delegates, climate activists, 
and the rapidly increasing number 
of private-sector attendees are dis-
cussing who should pay for climate 
change, and how. The focus on 
money is past due. While the annu-
al climate talks are ultimately about 
cutting greenhouse-gas pollution, 
the transition to a net-zero economy 
requires massive financing, as will 
adapting to a world of rising average 
temperatures and sea levels, increas-
ingly frequent and severe extreme 
weather, and all the other costly ef-
fects of burning fossil fuels.’ With 
regard to moving towards a mean-
ingful financial plan, and the needed 
economic environment, including 
reforms of the Bretton Woods insti-
tutions away from neoliberal- and 
overly austerity–  mindset, in addi-
tion to rich countries being asked 
to come good on their commitment 
of providing $100 billion to devel-
oping countries by 2020– there has 
been some progress,  although much 
greater breakthroughs were needed, 
especially after a lukewarm COP26 
Summit in Glasgow, Scotland last 
year in this regard. Hence, there has 
been some movement on the ‘Loss 
and Damage’ fund, and wider accep-
tance of taking forward a meaningful 
financial and economic policy plan 
with regard to dealing with climate 
change crisis in the shape of ‘the Bar-
badian Initiative’ put forward earlier 
in the summer, and evolved thereaf-
ter, under the able leadership of Bar-
badian Prime Minister Mia Mottley. 
Indicating about the ‘The Barbadian 
Initiative’ the same FP published ar-
ticle pointed out ‘Mottley and Per-
saud spent the past year developing 
their Glasgow pitch into a more solid 
proposal and workshopped it at a 
July meeting in the Barbadian capital 
of Bridgetown with academics, IMF 
executives, and the U.N. deputy sec-
retary-general. The document that 
emerged from these discussions– 

dubbed the Bridgetown Initiative– 
made a one-time $650 billion request 
of the IMF (a departure from Mot-
tley’s original suggestion that this 
amount be paid annually) and called 
for development banks to issue $1 
trillion in low-interest loans for cli-
mate spending in developing coun-
tries. …An updated version of the 
Bridgetown Initiative that Persaud 
published this week also advocates 
for a tax on oil companies to finance 
reconstruction grants that would be 
dispensed to developing countries 
after climate disasters, though it did 
not specify how exactly this would 
work. Persaud also wrote that coun-
tries’ outstanding loan repayments 
should be temporarily paused after 
such disasters.’ Although develop-
ments with regard to the establish-
ment of a ‘Loss and Damage’ fund 
have indeed been encouraging, giv-
en that the EU proposed this on early 
Friday, there is a long way to go in this 
regard, as pointed out by Guardian’s 
environment editor, Fiona Harvey, 
in her recent article ‘Second draft of 
COP27 text: what has changed since 
the first draft?’ She highlighted both 
where the COP27 stood on this fund, 
and also with regard to some other 
main issues as follows: ‘There is still 
a commitment to phase down coal 
power, but the wider commitment 
to a phase down of all fossil fuels 
sought by India and others has been 
taken out. On the 1.5C temperature 
limit, many countries were hoping 
for much stronger language that 
would reflect the advances made 
at Cop26 in Glasgow last year to 
“keep 1.5C alive”. And on loss and 
damage– the vexed issue of how to 
provide financial assistance to poor 
countries suffering the worst ravages 
of climate breakdown– there is little 
of substance because countries are 
still fiercely debating the possibility 
of a new fund, proposed by the EU 
in the early hours of Friday. This text 
has a long way to go, and while the 
tightening that has been done by 
the Egyptian hosts is welcome, the 
lack of substantial commitments and 
forthright language in some key ar-
eas will disappoint many.’

Courtesy Pakistan Today
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Reflections on COP27 meetings
— By Dr Omer Javed

Khan has surprised all by absolving 
the US of any conspiracy against 
his government. The government 
would wish Khan to provide answers 
for the change in his narrative on a 
foreign conspiracy that ousted him. 
Washington says there is not and 
there has never been a truth to such 
allegations. Economists and political 
scientists are trying to calculate the 
damage caused to Pak-US relations 
due to these allegations and open 
defiance. Foreign Office is pleased 
to note that bilateral relations would 
remain unharmed. Time to clarify a 
point or two. One: Inter-state relations 
should not be confused with human 
interaction. Whereas human relations 
are generally driven by emotions, the 
relations between two states are run 
and managed through the prism of 
national interest. Secondly, narratives 
of foreign policies are not built only 
on the basis of emotional dictums like 
ghairat or honour. Two: Any signifi-
cant change in foreign policy may not 
be conceived unless you have all the 
pre-requisites available to implement 
it. Statements need to be measured in 
millimeters. There is no need to show 
one’s strengths or weaknesses unless 
it is absolutely inevitable. Diplomatic 
norms dictate that even if you fully 
qualify to issue a policy statement, 
you carefully choose the timing and 
platform to do so. Three: As we are not 
Haruspices, one may avoid speaking 
in absolute terms while having some 
space available to deal with unfore-
seen future developments. Secondly, 
there is a very thin line between brav-
ery and stupidity. Astute leaders know 
how to swallow personal pride when 
it comes to promoting one’s country’s 
national interest. Four: There is no 
such thing as an ‘independent’ foreign 
policy. Barring a few powerful coun-
tries, no State can decide to run its 
foreign relations on its own. Both the 
centripetal and centrifugal forces need 
to be factored in to present and pro-

mote national interest in the comity of 
nations. Secondly, the convoluted con-
cept of the master-slave relationship 
has no space in international relations. 
Applying the same analogy, the entire 
EU would seem enslaved by the US as 
the former generally tows the latter’s 
line in dealing with important global 
matters. If the US is not vigorously 
pursuing the two-states solution in the 
Middle East, does it make it the slave 
of Israel? It’s about ‘give and take’. It’s 
about reaching the middle ground. 
Five: And it’s also about ‘affordabili-
ty’. Russia can afford to say no to the 
world and go ahead with its objectives 
in Crimea, Belarus and Ukraine. Its 
military and economic prowess pro-
vide it with enough leverage to play 
around its national interest on its own. 
China can defy the US on several glob-
al issues. But when it comes to trade & 
commerce, China would see its own 
companies’ interest rather than mak-
ing it a matter of pride. India can say 
no to the US but only when it believes 
it can afford to do so. Owing to a num-
ber of geo-strategic and economic fac-
tors, the US is pursuing a partnership 
with India with an eye toward the next 
one hundred years. India is aptly serv-
ing the Western causes in South Asia 
particularly with reference to China. 
The US, therefore, might overlook In-
dia’s import of oil from Russia. Why 
demand an equal treatment? Six: The 
roles must be defined for Alexander 
and Aristotle. In their respective roles, 
they are unmatched rather invincible. 
But if you give an automatic weapon 
to Aristotle and a laptop to Alexander, 
you are looking at an epic disaster, to 
say the least. Secondly, being popular 
does not mean you have mastered 
Einstein’s theory of relativity. One 
never saw Quaid-e-Azam advising 
on setting a field in a cricket ground. 
Or, Abdul Sattar Edhi explaining the 
shortest aerial routes between Germa-
ny and Japan.
Courtesy The Nation

About-turn
— By Najm us Saqib

Defenders in COVID-19  
For me, COVID-19 seems like a 
dreadful dream that took away a ma-
jor chunk of my life for two years. The 
virus spread is still not over but the 
condition is far better than the situa-
tion we all faced a few months back. 
When I Delve in the past, we all get 
to know that while the medical pro-
fessionals tackled the virus, our Pa-

kistan Army under the able guidance 
of the outgoing COAS was assist-
ing the medical sector in this global 
emergency.  As per my observation, 
The army left no stone unturned to 
put maximum resources in aid of 
people, the role of National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) is 
commendable in this regard where 
officers and soldiers put their own life 

in danger for the sole purpose of de-
fending the general public against the 
deadly virus. Regardless of the cur-
rent propaganda being run against 
the military which is very strange for 
me,one can not simply ignore their 
unmatched efforts and assistance in 
saving the nation from a pandemic.
– M Abdullah
– Rawalpindi

Letter to the Editor

BANGLADESH is hosting a Ministe-
rial meeting of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) on November 
23-24. The IORA is a regional forum 
comprising 23 states bordering the 
Indian Ocean. Australia, Bangladesh, 
Union of Comoros, France, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mo-
zambique, Oman, Seychelles, Sin-
gapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri 
Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, United 
Arab Emirates and the Republic of 
Yemen are members. If you see the 
list, you will find that China and Pa-
kistan that are situated in the Rim 
but are two important countries that 
are not members of this Association. 
I consider that regional associations 
like IORA can be useful for Pakistan 
because such initiatives help for cre-
ating common grounds for regional 
economic cooperation, formulate 
and implement projects for economic 
cooperation relating to trade facili-
tation and liberalization, promotion 
of foreign investment, scientific and 
technological exchanges, tourism, 
movement of natural persons and 
service providers on a non-discrimi-
natory basis; and the development of 
infrastructure and human resources 
inter-alia poverty alleviation, pro-

motion of maritime transport and 
related matters, cooperation in the 
fields of fisheries trade, research, and 
management, aquaculture, education 
and training, energy, IT, health and 
protection of the environment. Pov-
erty in South Asia has several rea-
sons including inadequate resources 
for an exceptionally high population 
rate, administrative corruption, low-
er literacy rate, devastating effects 
of climate change, and inequality in 
the distribution of resources among 
the masses. Nevertheless, one of 
the major reasons for poverty in the 
highest level of population density 
region is conflicts among neighbours 
that hamper free trade, free tourism, 
and free interaction among the pop-
ulation. Pakistan and India are the 
major examples of unpleasant and 
tense relationships between the two 
neighbours. Indo-Pak tensed rela-
tions are blamed for the failure of the 
South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) which was es-
tablished on 8 December 1985. One 
of the major objectives of SAARC 
includes working to explore all pos-
sibilities and avenues for trade liber-
alization, removing impediments to, 
and lower barriers towards, freer and 
enhanced flow of goods, services, in-

vestment, and technology within the 
region; to encouraging close interac-
tion of trade and industry, academic 
institutions, scholars and the peoples 
of the Member States without any dis-
crimination among Member States 
and without prejudice to obligations 
under other regional economic and 
trade co-operation arrangements 
and to strengthen co-operation and 
appreciate dialogue among Member 
States. However, not a single objec-
tive of SAARC has been achieved 
but this redundant and dormant or-
ganization is here and thousands 
of bureaucrats in all member states 
are enjoying their government jobs 
in the name of SAARC. I am of the 
view that South Asian countries can 
officially disband SAARC or merge it 
with the Indian Ocean Rim Associa-
tion (IORA) because the majority of 
members are the same in these two 
organizations and their terms of ref-
erence and objectives are also quite 
similar. Since the reach of IORA is 
larger than SAARC and India is not 
in a position to influence all the mem-
bers as it does in SAARC therefore it 
can be more useful for Pakistan than 
a dead organization like SAARC.

Courtesy Pakistan Observer

    IORA and SAARC
— By Prof Shazia Cheema
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Pakistan rejects Indian leadership’s propaganda 
at ‘No Money for Terror’ ministerial meeting

Perween Rahman murder case: SHC  
overturns death sentences

Rule of law is the need of hour: Rana Maqbool

Govt making efforts to promote Iqbal’ S philosophy 
as part of national curriculum in Schools: Dr Nisar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday 
strongly rejected all references and 
insinuations by the Indian leadership 
directed against it at the so-called 
‘No Money for Terror’ ministerial 
meeting held in New Delhi. The For-
eign Office in a statement said that 
guided by its incorrigible and incur-
able desire to malign Pakistan at ev-
ery available forum, India continued 
to mislead the world about Pakistan’s 
counter-terrorism credentials by re-
peatedly leveling false accusations of 
the country’s alleged involvement in 
the financing of proscribed terrorist 
organizations.  “India’s hollow rhet-
oric has fallen flat in the face of Pa-
kistan’s successful counter-terrorism 
measures, which have been accord-
ed due recognition and acknowl-
edgment from the premier interna-
tional body on counter-terrorism, 
anti-money laundering, and terror 
financing, i.e. the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF),” it said. It said, 
“Our robust and credible AML/CFT 
actions and satisfactory implementa-
tion of  FATF Action Plans duly se-
cured Pakistan’s successful removal 
off the Grey List, this October.” The 
FO regretted that India was continu-
ing its relentless terror campaign in 
the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJK). “There is no jus-
tification for India’s state-sponsored 
terrorism in IIOJK, where its security 
forces terrorize, torment and torture 
innocent Kashmiris with impunity, 

every day,” it said. The FO recalled 
that India in 2019 acquitted Swami 
Aseemanand, the main character of 
the 2007 Samjhauta Express blast 
that killed 43 Pakistani citizens on 
Indian soil. Earlier this year, the 
Indian courts released 11 convicts 
of the Bilkis Bano gang-rape case 
during the 2002 Godhra riots in 
Gujarat. Similarly, during the 26/11 
Mumbai attacks trial, India deliber-
ately withheld witnesses and credi-
ble evidence from Pakistani courts, 
despite repeated requests over the 
last fourteen years, only to drag 
and perpetuate the case to serve its 
sinister political agenda. The FO 
stressed that India’s involvement in 
inciting terrorism inside Pakistan 
was widely established and docu-
mented. In November 2020, it said, 
Pakistan had released a comprehen-
sive dossier providing evidence of 
India’s involvement in subversive 
activities in Pakistan. It mentioned 
that the convicted serving Indian 
Naval commander Kulbhushan Ya-
dav was undeniable proof of India’s 
direct involvement in sabotage and 
terror. Indian links to TTP and other 
elements inimical to Pakistan inside 
Afghanistan are also well known, it 
added. The FO said, “Pakistan urges 
upon the international community to 
hold India accountable for its actions 
in IIOJK, its patronage of terrorist 
entities and for fomenting terror in 
neighboring countries.” (Agencies)

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court 
(SHC) has accepted the appeals 
of Perween Rahman murder case 
convicts overturning their sentenc-
es. SHC on Monday announced its 
verdict on the appeals submitted by 
the convicts in Perween Rahman 
murder case. While accepting their 
appeals and voiding their sentences, 
the court ordered to release them if 
they were not wanted in any other 
case. In December 2021, an anti-ter-
rorism court awarded death sen-
tences to Mohammad Rahim Swati, 
his son Mohammad Imran Swati, 
Amjad Hussain, Ayaz Swati, and 
Ahmad Hussain on the charges of 
facilitation and abetting proscribed 
outfit Tehreek-e-Taliban for Rah-
man’s murder. Rahman was head of 

Orangi Pilot Project (OPP). She was 
murdered on March 13, 2013 near 
her office. Rahman’s sister, Aquila 
Ismail who was the complainant in 
the case, had submitted an applica-
tion to the SHC on Nov 3, 2022 re-
questing it to take on record a TV 
interview of her sister in which she 
mentioned Rahim Swati as addition-
al evidence in the proceedings of the 
appeals filed by the convicts. 
In the interview, Rahman disclosed 
that she was having a dispute with 
Rahim Swati, who wanted to set up 
a karate centre on the land of the 
OPP office. She called him a land 
grabber and extortionist and ac-
cused him of trying to illegally oc-
cupy the land of the OPP’s office. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) Senator 
Rana Maqbool Ahmed Monday 
stressed that rule of law is the need 
of hour as no country and politi-
cal party can become strong with-
out following the rule of law and 
strict implementation of constitu-
tion. Talking to ptv news channel, 
he asked Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Chairman Imran Khan to follow 
law and obey rules during his par-
ty’s long march towards Rawalpin-
di. He said that those who played 
havoc with the constitution and the 
law would be fully exposed before 
the nation, adding, PML-N always 

faced the challenges bravely and 
would continue to serve the masses. 
Senator said that PTI leaders should 
ensure democratic norms and mo-
rality within their party to flourish 
democratic culture and thinking 
across the country. Replying a ques-
tion, he said that Imran Khan was 
dramatizing Pakistan Army Chief 
appointment process, adding, Khan 
wants to stop institutions to play 
their democratic role. Imran Khan 
only wants to play undemocratic 
games but we will stop him as the 
appointment of the army chief is the 
prerogative of the prime minister, he 
added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz Member National 
Assembly Dr. Nisar Ahmed Cheema 
on Monday said that the govern-
ment was committed to promoting 
the messages of national poet Dr. 
Allama Muhammad Iqbal among 
youth and making efforts to include 
them in the national curriculum. 
Talking in an interview with ptv 
news, he stressed that the young 
generation should seek guidance 
from Allama Iqbal’ s philosophy 
and set their line of action to mold 
Pakistan into a bright and prosper-
ous country. He also stressed upon 
the media to play an active role in 
promoting harmony and brother-
hood in society and by starting spe-
cial programs relating to Iqbal’s life 
and philosophy for the awareness 
of youth. He said Pakistan’s youth 
could compete with the youth of any 
country in creativity, productivity, 
and skills learning with the thoughts 
of Iqbal. He said Allama Iqbal had 
not only awakened the Muslims of 
the subcontinent for launching a 

struggle for a separate country but 
had also led a creative role as a lead-
er of Muslim nation. Iqbal’s poetry 
had deeply influenced the Islamic 
world and the nation is proud of it, 
he said, adding, Allama Iqbal gave a 
lesson of consistent struggle in the 
face of challenges of life. “We as a 
nation can achieve a respectable 
place among the comity of nations 
by understanding the concept of 
“Shaheen” and philosophy of “Khu-
di (self)” enunciated in the works 
of Dr Allama Muhammad Iqbal and 
adopting the same in practical life, 
he stressed. He urged the youth to 
re-align their lives according to the 
philosophy of the great poet-philos-
opher to achieve the objectives of an 
educated, civilized and developed 
nation. Replying to a question, he 
said that the government was doing 
its sincere efforts to promote the 
philosophy of Iqbal among youth 
and PM Shahbaz Sharif had con-
stituted a special committee for the 
promotion of Iqbal’s message for 
youth. (APP)

Cold, dry weather 
expected in parts of country

Kite seller arrested,  
200 kites confiscated

District voters’ education 
committee meeting held

79 new dengue cases  
Reported in Punjab

ISLAMABAD: Mainly cold and dry 
weather is expected in most parts of 
the country during the next twelve 
hours. However, foggy conditions like-
ly in plain areas of Punjab and Sindh 
in morning hours. Temperatures of 
some major cities recorded this morn-
ing: Islamabad and Murree eight 
degree centigrade, Lahore fourteen, 
Karachi twenty, Peshawar ten, Quetta 
three, Gilgit two and Muzaffarabad 
six degree centigrade. According to 
Met Office forecast for Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, cold 
and dry weather is expected in Sri-
nagar, Leh, Pulwama, Anantnag, Sho-
pian and Baramulla while cold and 
dry with shallow fog during morning 
hours in Jammu. Temperature record-
ed this morning: Srinagar, Anantnag 
and Baramulla two degree centigrade, 
Jammu nine, Leh minus eight, Pulwa-
ma four and Shopian one degree cen-
tigrade. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Police arrested a kite 
seller and confiscated 200 kites and 10 
kite flying string rolls from his posses-
sion in the jurisdiction of Race Course 
Police Station here on Monday. Ac-
cording to police spokesman, police 
have arrested a kite seller namely Ir-
fan in the Race Course Police Station 
area and seized 200 kites and 10 kite 
flying string rolls from his custody. Su-
perintendent of Police, Potohar Malik 
Tariq Mehboob appreciated the police 
team and said that anti-social elements 
must be punished and no one would 
be allowed to violate rule of law. (APP)

KASUR: A meeting of District Vot-
ers education Committee (DVEC) 
was held here which was chaired by 
District Election Commissioner Ka-
sur,Gulraiz Abbas Rizvi on Monday. 
The meeting was attended by election 
officer Ali Awais, representatives of 
political parties,members of civil soci-
ety and officials of various government 
departments. The meeting reviewed 
the process of new voters’ registration, 
correction in voters list etc. DEC said 
that it was his prime responsibility to 
create awareness among people, espe-
cially women, about the importance of 
votes so that they could register their 
votes for by-election as well as gen-
eral elections. He directed concerned 
officials to launch a dynamic public 
awareness campaign at a large scale. 
(APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Primary and Second-
ary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) 
Secretary Irshad Ahmad said that 79 
new dengue cases were reported in 
Punjab during the last 24 hours. In a 
statement issued here on Monday, he 
said that 24 dengue cases were report-
ed in Lahore,15 in Gujranwala, 11 each 
in Multan and Sheikhupura, 2 each in 
Sargodha and Muzaffargarh,1 each 
in Kasur, Okara,Vehari, and Khushab, 
during the last 24 hours. He said that a 
total of 18,091 dengue virus cases have 
been reported so far during the current 
year. “No death was reported during the 
last 24 hours ,whereas 41 people died of 
the virus in the current year so far”. The 
P&SHD secretary said that 593 patients 
were under treatment in different hos-
pitals of the province. “The anti-dengue 
squad conducted surveillance at 229,542 
indoor and 62,192 outdoor points to de-
tect dengue larvae during the last 24 
hours.The anti-dengue squad, under the 
P&SHD, killed dengue larvae at 1124 
places in the province during daily sur-
veillance”, he added. (APP)

SC orders release of Pervez Musharraf’s attacker Rana Tanveer
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
(SC) on Monday ordered to release 
the accused who attacked the former 
president and army chief General 
(retd) Pervez Musharraf. The pleas of 
the centre and Punjab were rejected 
against his release. A three-member 
bench headed by Justice Sardar Tariq 
Masood heard the case related to 
the non-release of the accused Rana 
Tanveer despite the completion of 
his sentence. During the hearing, the 

petitioner’s lawyer Hashmat Habib 
said that his client has completed 

his sentence, however, he is still not 
being released. “The term of life im-
prisonment is 14 years and my client 
has been in the prison for almost 20 
years,” said Habib. After hearing ar-
guments from both sides, the top 
court ordered the jail authorities to 
set him free. Tanveer was sentenced 
to life imprisonment in 2005 by the 
apex court after he was arrested on 
December 31, 2003, in the Rawalpindi 
pump attack case. (Agencies)

Imran’s bail extended in terrorism case till Nov 28

Chaman border reopened after successful talks

Local government department cancels  
TMA shops allotment on irregularities 

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terrorism 
court (ATC) on Tuesday extended the 
bail of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan in a case re-
lated to protests and interference in 
the government government’s affairs. 
According to details, the anti-terror-
ism court Islamabad heard the case of 
protests and interference in the mat-
ters of the government registered at 
Sangjani police station. Anti-Terror-
ism Court (ATC) Judge Raja Jawad 
Abbas Hassan heard the case. On 

behalf of PTI Chairman Imran Khan, 
Rai Tajamal Hussain Latti appeared 
in the court and argued that Imran 
Khan was seriously ill due to bullet 
injuries, so he could not appear. The 
court extended the interim bail of for-
mer prime minister Imran Khan till 
November 28 while accepting his plea 
for exemption from appearance in to-
day’s hearing on medical grounds. 
The court has also sought a complete 
medical report of Imran Khan on the 
next hearing. (Agencies))

CHAMAN: Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border crossing at Chaman has been 
reopened for trade and cross-bor-
der movement of people after a hi-
atus of over a week after successful 
negotiations. According to Deputy 
Commissioner Chaman, the border 
was temporarily closed after firing 
from neighboring country at Paki-
stani troops, martyring one personnel 
while injuring two others. Earlier, Af-
ghan Taliban Spokesperson Zabihul-
lah Mujahid had said that the Taliban 

constituted a high-level Jirga to bring 
the criminals behind the Chaman in-
cident to justice. The spokesperson 
said that the Taliban’s government 
expresses its grief over the inci-
dent and to probe the matter further 
and bring the criminals to justice, a 
high-level Jirga has been established. 
Zabihullah further said, “The security 
institutions of the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan are trying their all-out 
efforts to stop tragic incidents like 
these.” (Agencies)

ABBOTTABAD: Local Government 
and Rural Development Department 
KPK taking notice of irregularities 
canceled the allotment of the shops 
at the General Bus Stand and oth-
ers. According to sources, the local 
government also took the notice of 
irregularities in the Shimla Hill Park 
contract and shops located at the 
former Empire Cinema and ordered 
an inquiry. Local government also 
formed a lease policy for Tehsil Mu-
nicipal Administration (TMA) owned 
property and buildings, which would 

be presented in the provincial cabi-
net for approval. Following the new 
policy, the rents of the buildings and 
shops would be revised according 
to the market rates and preference 
would be given to the old leasehold-
ers, if old leaseholders were not in-
terested in the extension of the lease 
then open bidding would be held. 
The local government department 
took the notice of irregularities in 
the public complaints and after the 
cancellation of the lease started an 
investigation. (APP)

DC for deduction of salaries of absentee teachers 

Agreement signed to ensure Int’l education for Pak students 

LOWER DIR: Deputy Commissioner 
Dir Payan Zubair Khan Niazi presid-
ed over a meeting of District Guidance 
Committee for Education directed the 
officials concerned to take strict legal 
action against habitual absentee school 
teachers besides deduction of their sal-
aries. He further directed the Assistant 
Commissioners to complete the pend-
ing inquiry regarding education at earli-
est so that legal action could be taken ac-
cordingly. He further said to overcome 
the shortage of teachers at all school 
levels. The DC directed that a summary 
of those schools in which the number of 
male and female students is more than 
the capacity should be moved for hold-
ing of double shift classes. He said that 
the posts of women SDOs should be 
filled as soon as possible. The DC fur-

ther said that WAPDA should remove 
the electric poles, wires and transform-
ers from inside the schools as soon as 
possible. He said that the buildings of 
the schools which are dilapidated should 
be provided to the DEOs by their list of 
executive engineers so that they can de-
molish them and construct new build-
ings. Apart from this, all the repair work 
in schools should be completed on time. 
It was further said that the focal persons 
of DEO should hold a review meeting 
on 5th or 6th of every month for proper 
planning and consultation for the prob-
lems. District Monitoring Officer for 
Education Tariq Jamal, District Educa-
tion Officers Female/Male Muhammad 
Amin and Shaheen Begum, representa-
tive of SDOs, SDO Building and PESCO 
attended the meeting. (APP)

LAHORE: An agreement was signed 
yesterday as part of the initiative to 
make students in Pakistan poten-
tially capable for joining the world’s 
higher education institutions of ex-
cellence. The agreement was signed 
between two educational institu-
tions i.e. Pearson Education Limited 
and Cornerstone school & College 
Global Campus, Lahore, (CSCG) 
to offer Pearson Edexcel complete 
suits of qualifications to students 
from early years till A level at the 
CSCG campus. Th agreement was 
signed during a ceremony held in 
Lahore on Monday. 
The agreement was signed by Ms. 
Kathryn Booth, Director of Pearson 
Schools Qualifications, middle East, 
North Africa, Pakistan & Turkey, 
and Ms. Wajeeha Raoof, Director 
Cornerstone Schools. Senior offi-
cials of both the organizations, ac-
ademicians and guest students were 
also present on the occasion. As per 
details, the scope of this collabo-
ration will allow Pearson and the 

Cornerstone Schools to continue 
collaborating for Pearson Edexcel 
exams, supporting resources and 
professional development courses 
at the Global Campus, Lahore The 
agreement envisages that Pearson 
will provide at the CSCG campus 
unmatched data analysis and exam 
support tools, PD teachers training 
and resources support. On the other 
hand, the CSCG campus will offer to 
students all suits of Pearson quali-
fications including Early Years, Int. 
GCSE and A level exams, support 
Pearson’s qualifications monitoring 
process, introduce the programs at 
their all campuses and branches. In 
her remarks on the occasion, Wa-
jeeha Raoof expressed her full con-
fidence in the academic programs 
development capacities of the Pear-
son and said that their students will 
be able to get the Pearson Edexcel 
qualifications to potentially enter 
the arena of international education 
in renowned educational institu-
tions. (APP)
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USAID-ERDA, agriculture department to provide wheat seed  
and fertilizer to flood-affected farmers 

ISLAMABAD: USAID’s Economic Re-
covery and Development Activity (US-
AID-ERDA) and Agriculture, Livestock, 
and Cooperative Department Gov-
ernment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will 
provide 743 tons of certified wheat seed 
and 1,485 tons of fertilizer to 14,850 
flood affected farmers from Peshawar, 
Dera Ismail Khan, and Khyber Districts 
to ensure food security during current 
cropping season. USAID-ERDA pro-
vided 1,900 bags (50 Kg each bag) of 
certified wheat seed and 3,800 bags (50 
Kg each bag) of fertilizer to flood-affect-
ed farmers of Mathra, Shah Alam, and 
Chamkani, in Peshawar, said a press 
release. The USAID-ERDA assistance 
enables 19,00 flood affected farmers’ 
families to cultivate wheat crops on 
their 1,900 acres of land during this 
Rabi season which will ultimately en-
sure food security through availability 
of sufficient wheat in the next harvest-
ing season. USAID-ERDA will provide 
certified wheat seed and fertilizer to 

12,100 farmers from District Dera Is-
mail Khan and 850 farmers from Dis-
trict Khyber Districts during the month 
of November 2022. This year intense 
rainfall in monsoon spells and flash-
flood caused severe flooding across 
Pakistan. It has impacted the whole 
fabric of life, involving remarkable hu-
man losses, and tremendous damage 
to agriculture, livestock, shelters, and 
infrastructure. It forced the government 
to announce a flood emergency and call 
an appeal for humanitarian assistance. 
At the request of the Government of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the USAID-ER-
DA decided to extend critical support 

to ensure food security in flood-affected 
Dera Ismail Khan, Peshawar, and Khy-
ber districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. We are thankful to USAID for 
their support and assistance in a time of 
need. The flood devastation is beyond 
government’s approach. “The farmers 
are the most affected segment and they 
need our assistance to cover their losses 
and get back on track. USAID has been 
very kind in providing their assistance 
and we expect them that they will con-
tinue their support in rehabilitation of 
our farmers”, said Mohammad Israr 
Khan, Secretary of Agriculture. US-
AID-ERDA in coordination with the 
Agriculture and Livestock Department 
earlier conducted a quick assessment 
of 1,900 affected farmers’ from three 
areas namely Mathra, Shah Alam, and 
Chamkani of District Peshawar, which 
were provided with certified wheat seed 
and fertilizer. This support will ensure 
food security for affected population of 
Peshawar. (APP)

IRSA releases  
83,700 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Monday released 
83,700 cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 55,400 cusecs. 
According to the data released by 
IRSA, the water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam was 1516.04 feet and 
was 118.04 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow and 
outflow in the dam were recorded as 
26,000 cusecs while outflow as 42,000 
cusecs. The water level in River Jhe-
lum at Mangla Dam was 1143.20 feet, 
which was 93.20 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was recorded 
10,700 cusecs and 23,000 cusecs re-
spectively. The release of water at Ka-
labagh, Taunsa , Guddu and Sukkur 
was recorded 50,000, 33,200, 33,200 
and 13,100 cusecs respectively. Sim-
ilarly, from River Kabul, a total of 
12,000 cusecs of water released at 
Nowshera and 2,000 cusecs released 
from River Chenab at Marala. (APP)

Railways expedites work to improve services  
in passenger trains, railway stations

Dar orders inquiry into leakage of tax details 
of COAS family members

LHC orders AIG Punjab to handle PTI long march

King Salman relief center provides medicines  
for underprivileged patients 

Rescue 1122 provides services to over 110 patients 

Relentless use of antibiotics affecting animals’ health

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways is 
going to expedite work to improve 
services in the passenger trains as 
well as at the major railway stations 
by involving the private sector which 
would help address growing issues, 
especially related to cleanliness. 
“The department was of the view 
that the cleanliness-related services 
in trains and at major stations, in-
cluding Lahore, Faisalabad, Kara-
chi, Rawalpindi, Quetta, Peshawar, 
Khanewal, Sukkur, Sahiwal, Multan 
and Bahawalpur were not satisfac-
tory,” an official in the Ministry told 
APP. He said that if services of the 
private sector were hired under a 
fast-track policy, the hygiene condi-
tions at stations and in trains could 
be improved which would also re-
store the confidence of passengers 
in the department. The official said 
Minister for Railways Khawaja Saad 
Rafique also asked the officials to ac-
celerate efforts to bring uniformity in 
the design and signboards of stalls 
at the major railway stations under a 
policy. He said that Saad Rafique was 
also curious to quickly devise a policy 
in a bid to bring uniformity in the de-
sign of all the stalls. It is pertinent to 

mention here that in August Pakistan 
Railways had decided to engage the 
private sector in an effort to increase 
profit by improving services at major 
stations. “The services required to be 
improved included renovation and 
construction of washrooms and their 
maintenance and other janitorial ser-
vices at platforms, waiting areas and 
yards,” he added. Terming the Thar 
Coal transportation project as a big 
challenge, he asked the officers con-
cerned to speed up arrangements of 
wagons and engines etc on priority. 
To a question, he said that Pakistan 
Railways was planning to upgrade its 
five major railway stations across the 
country on modern lines to facilitate 
the passengers and help the depart-
ment to generate more revenues. He 
said the purpose to upgrade the rail-
way stations is to make them com-
mercial hubs for business activities 
and facilitate the passengers and the 
railway stations included Karachi, 
Lahore, Faisalabad, Peshawar and 
Quetta. The official said that the gov-
ernment was taking several steps to 
improve the performance of Pakistan 
Railways and would provide maxi-
mum facilities to the masses. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ish-
aq Dar has ordered an inquiry into 
the unwarranted leakage of tax in-
formation of the family members of 
Army Chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa. Taking serious notice, he said 
this is clear violation of complete 
confidentiality of tax information 
that the law provides. In view of this 

serious lapse on the part of to-date 
unknown functionaries, the Finance 
Minister has directed the SAPM on 
Revenue Tariq Mehmood Pasha to 
personally lead an immediate in-
vestigation into the violation of tax 
law and breach of FBR data, affix 
responsibility and submit a report 
within twenty-four hours. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Tuesday ordered the Pun-
jab Additional Inspector General 
(AIG) to take a decision on a petition 
filed by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) seeking to stop its long march. 
Justice Jawad Hassan heard a peti-

tion filed by businessman Naeem Mir 
in the LHC to stop the long march. 
LHC ordered the AIG to submit the 
report in seven days that how he will 
handle this issue. Giving the orders 
to AIG, LHC wrapped up the petition 
seeking to stop the march. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: King Salman Hu-
manitarian Aid and Relief Center 
Pakistan provided medicines and 
medical equipment to the Diabetes 
Association of Pakistan Karachi for 
free and timely treatment of poor 
and underprivileged diabetic pa-
tients. The package includes devices 
for examining blood samples 7,890 
different types of insulin pens for 
patients and 1,620 units of different 
medicines for diabetics. The center 
also equipped a diabetic foot exam-
ination clinic with two examination 
beds, a sterilization device for surgi-

cal instruments, a doppler device for 
examining blood vessels, and anoth-
er for examining nerves, in addition 
to delivering 318 different surgical 
tools for examination and treatment 
of the diabetic foot. About 4,160 
people will be benefiting from this 
assistance. This assistance comes 
within the framework of the health 
projects that the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia is implementing through the 
center to support the health sector, 
care for patients, and improve the 
performance of medical facilities in 
countries in need. (APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: The district’s emer-
gency service rescue 1122 shifted and 
provided first aid to about 111 patients 
while tackling a total of 115 emergen-
cies over the last week under the lead-
ership of District Emergency Officer 
Engr Fasihullah Khan. Giving details, 
the spokesman said the rescue service 
responded to different kinds of emer-
gencies over the week which included 
88 medical, 18 road traffic accidents, 
three fighting or bullet injuries and six 
recoveries. During these emergencies, 
a total of 111 injured were provided 
with medical aid promptly and sub-
sequently shifted to hospitals. He said 
a total of 1,708 calls were received 

by the emergency service, but 1,266 
of them were irrelevant or fake calls 
which should be avoided, he added. 
During the referral-related emergen-
cies over the last week, the spokesman 
said a total of 46 patients were benefit-
ed or rescued. He said a total of 43 re-
ferral-related emergencies were han-
dled, in which 15 patients were shifted 
from one tehsil to another tehsil while 
in 28 emergencies, patients were shift-
ed from one district to another for 
medical treatment. He said the rescue 
1122 teams were fully equipped with 
all necessary equipment and they had 
been efficiently rendering their ser-
vices during emergencies. (APP)

MULTAN: The relentless use of anti-
biotics in animal and poultry posed 
serious risks to their health and 
productivity, said Deputy Director 
Livestock Department Dr Jamshid 
Akhter. While talking to APP, Dr 
Jamshaid stated World Antibiotics 
Awareness week is being marked 
from November 18 to 24. Different 
awareness sessions are being orga-
nized in different villages of Jalal-
pur Pirwala for livestock breeders. 
During a training session attended 
by Livestock breeders and Animal 
Husbandry Practitioners, Depu-
ty Director Livestock Dr Jamshid 
Akhter informed that Livestock De-
partment Punjab was committed to 

play its part in the Global Animal 
Disease Control Program. Livestock 
Department Punjab is creating un-
derstanding regarding antimicrobi-
al resistance and encouraging the 
practices to prevent excessive use of 
antibiotics in poultry sector too. Dr 
Jamshid Akhter informed “relent-
less use of antibiotics poses serious 
health problems for animals”. It in-
flicts heavy loss to productivity. As a 
result, there is a need to reduce the 
misuse of antibiotics or ensure ac-
curate use of the medicines to avoid 
complications further. Dr Jamshid 
Akhter suggested farmers to contact 
with professional doctors instead of 
quacks. (APP)

Housing ministry to organize Int’l expo from Dec 8 
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of 
Housing and Works was all set to 
organize the first ever ‘International 
Housing and Real Estate Expo’ on 
December 8 to promote real estate 
business in the country, besides en-
suring safe and secure housing for 
the people. “A four-day expo will 
be organized in collaboration with 
other relevant ministries, agencies, 
organizations, and authorities to 
encourage the approved housing 
projects and uplift the construction 
sector in the country,” an official 
in the ministry told APP. He said 
the people associated with the real 
estate and housing industry across 
the country would participate in the 
exhibition. The stall would be given 
to all real estate developers, housing 
societies, real estate consultants, 
and construction material-related 

industries. The main objective of 
the expo was to create awareness 
among the masses on approved real 
estate in the country, he added. The 
official said that the ministry would 
also allot the stalls to those whose 
housing projects and companies 
were approved by the government, 
taxpayers, and companies with No 
Objection Certificates (NoCs) from 
relevant authorities. Meanwhile, 
Secretary of Housing and Works 
Iftikhar Ali Shallwani told APP that 
the construction sector was the big-
gest provider of job opportunities 
for it has several other industries 
attached to it. “It was a fundamen-
tal right of everyone to have secure 
and safe housing, and the ministry 
intended to organize the event to 
achieve this purpose,” he added. 
(APP)

PHA to organize  
‘Lok Mela’ from Nov 24

SARGODHA: Parks and Horticulture 
Authority (PHA) Sargodha would 
be organize a seven-day ‘Lok Mela’ 
from November 24 to 30, to highlight 
the culture of Punjab and provide 
recreational facilities to the citizens. 
According to the media consultant 
PHA Shafqat Awan that various com-
petitions would be held among the 
schoolchildren, besides traditional 
drum beating competitions, fair dance 
(local dance),flowers stalls and other 
amusements. ‘’People from all walks 
of life including women and children 
would likely to visit Lok Mela’’,he 
said. Parks and Horticulture Author-
ity was utilizing all the resources for 
the beautification of the city, he add-
ed. (APP)

Food festival  
to begin on Dec 9

ISLAMABAD: A three-day Capital 
Signature Food Festival will begin 
at F-9 Park on 9 December, having 
stalls of delicious homemade food, 
traditional meals and tasty food items 
from renowned restaurants. Talking 
to APP, the organizer of the event 
Maham Naeem said that event was 
scheduled to be held from 2 Decem-
ber to 4 December but due to the long 
march of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, 
the new dates of the events have been 
issued. She said the dazzling event 
will have around eighty food stalls 
among which sixty per cent of stalls 
would have homemade delicious food 
items. “After tasting the home-cooked 
food consumers place the orders on-
line and that is a promotion for the 
new businesses”, she added. Maham 
Naeem said a preference has been 
given to those who are new to the 
business and offering home-cooked 
food. She said the event is an oppor-
tunity for young entrepreneurs and 
an attempt to empower women. She 
said that for the promotion of young 
talent the organizers hosted talent 
hunt programs in various universities 
and the selected vocalists, bands, and 
performers will showcase their talent 
in the event and represent their edu-
cational institution. (APP)

Trend of online delivery of ‘winter delicacy’ on rise 

Bilawal pays tribute to late Makhdoom Amin Fahim  
on his 7th death anniversary 

Tobacco health levy on tobacco products essential  
to safeguard health of children 

ISLAMABAD: The traditional 
‘winter delicacies’ online delivery 
through mobile phones and the 
internet have become very popu-
lar all over the country including 
the Federal capital as leaving the 
house to buy food from shops be-
comes even harder for lazy young-
sters in winter. According to a pri-
vate news channel, the freezing 
cold has given rise to the trend of 
online delivery orders of ‘winter 
delicacy’ and many young entre-
preneurs are taking online orders 
from customers and delivering 
‘winter delights’ at their doorsteps. 
“Due to smartphones and other in-
ternet platforms, people prefer to 
order online”, said a citizen while 
giving order of dry fruits displayed 
on the internet. The young gener-

ation mostly prefers home delivery 
and it helps them to enjoy the win-
ter delicacy with their family,” said 
another customer while attracted 
to Halwa displayed on the facebook 
page. A young entrepreneur while 
selling an online variety of ‘Halwas’ 
claimed that the customers are 
happy and satisfied with his online 
delivery services during this snowy 
weather at hilly areas. With a lot of 
changes being brought in by smart 
technology in the past decade, the 
growth in number of people order-
ing food online in the country has 
seen an increase with more and 
more people opting to order food 
online especially visitors in areas 
where the weather is snowy and 
freezing, said another tourist while 
enjoying online food. (APP)

KARACHI: Pakistan People’s Par-
ty (PPP) Chairman and Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
here on Monday paid homage to 
the late Makhdoom Amin Fahim, 
a prominent leader of the People’s 
Party, on his 7th death anniversary. 
He said that the late leader was a 
guarantor of tolerance and stead-
fastness in politics. The PPP chair-
man said that Amin Fahim contin-

ued to be part of the PPP since the 
day of joining it. “He struggled for 
strengthening democracy and su-
premacy of parliament with three 
generations of PPP leadership,” he 
said. Bilawal said that the services 
of the late Amin Fahim would also 
be remembered. He said that par-
ty leaders and workers would offer 
prayers today for the late Makh-
doom Amin Fahim. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Society for the Pro-
tection of the Rights of the Child 
(SPARC) celebrated Universal Chil-
dren’s Day by highlighting the need 
of imposing a Health Levy on tobac-
co products to safeguard the health 
of Pakistani children. Shedding light 
on this year’s theme of the day titled 
“Inclusion, For Every child”, speak-
ers said that the right to health, ed-
ucation, a clean environment, and 
survival and development are for 
all children and therefore they must 
be ensured. The speakers suggest-
ed the immediate implementation 
of the Tobacco Health Levy Bill to 
generate 60 Billion Rupee revenue 
to save children from the harms of 
tobacco. Dr. Ziauddin islam - Coun-
try Lead - Vital Strategies; Former 
Technical Head/Director, Tobacco 

Control Cell, Ministry of NHSR&C; 
Former Technical focal Person of 
Government of Pakistan for WHO’s 
Framework Convention on Tobac-
co Control (FCTC); appreciated the 
participation of children on the oc-
casion. He mentioned that children 
are most vulnerable to tobacco ex-
posure as these products are inex-
pensive and easily available to them. 
According to statistics, 10.7 percent 
of Pakistani youth, including 6.6 
percent of girls and 13.3 percent of 
boys, consume tobacco products due 
to the cheap prices of tobacco. More-
over, approximately 1200 Pakistani 
children begin smoking every day. 
As a society, we must take a step to 
save our children from tobacco con-
sumption by implementing a health 
levy on tobacco products. (APP)
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Oil dips near 2-month lows as supply concerns ease

With return of foreign tourists, Thai economy headed for healthy growth

SINGAPORE: Oil prices hovered near 
two-month lows on Monday as sup-
ply fears receded while concerns over 
China’s fuel demand and rising in-
terest rates weighed on prices. Brent 
crude futures for January had slipped 
28 cents, or 0.3%, to $87.34 a barrel 
by 0103 GMT after settling at their 
lowest since Sept. 27. U.S. West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures for 
December were at $80 a barrel, down 
8 cents, ahead of the contract’s expiry 

later on Monday. The more active Jan-
uary contract fell 21 cents to $79.90 a 
barrel. Both benchmarks closed Fri-
day at their lowest since Sept. 27, ex-

tending losses for a second week, with 
Brent down 9% and WTI 10% lower. 
The front-month Brent crude futures 
spread narrowed sharply last week 
while WTI flipped into a contango, 
reflecting dwindling supply concerns. 
Tight crude supplies in Europe have 
eased as refiners have piled up stocks 
ahead of the Dec. 5 European Union 
embargo on Russian crude, putting 
pressure on physical crude markets 
across Europe. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Thailand’s economy en-
joyed healthy expansion in the third 
quarter, officials said on Monday, with 
the return of international tourists 
helping to offset persistently high in-
flation. Southeast Asia’s second-larg-
est economy was battered by the pan-
demic, but the kingdom’s reopening 
earlier this year saw the service sector 
record an 87 percent year-on-year in-
crease, official data showed. For the 
latest headlines, follow our Google 
News channel online or via the app. 

Thailand’s National Economic and So-
cial Development Council (NESDC) 
recorded a 4.5 percent year-on-year 
rise in gross domestic product in Ju-
ly-September, projecting this year’s 
overall growth at 3.2 percent while 
forecasting 3.0/4.0 percent for 2023. 
“The service sector continues to grow 
due to tourism re-opening earlier in 
the year,” said Danucha Pichayanan, 
NESDC secretary-general, adding 
private consumption increased nine 
percent. Thailand expects to gener-

ate around 570 billion baht ($15.8 
billion) in tourism revenue this year, 
officials said, after welcoming some 
10.2 million visitors since reopening 
-- still down from the roughly 40 mil-
lion pre-pandemic. But Danucha said 
the signs of recovery were there, with 
the kingdom pinning hopes on Chi-
na’s potential relaxation of its strict 
COVID-19 travel rules. “We believe 
that China is likely to relax travelling 
restrictions in the second half of next 
year,” he said. (Agencies)

Asia shares slide on 
China COVID outbreaks

Pakistan’s Mobile  
Imports Plunge 65pc

SYDNEY: Asian share markets and oil 
prices slipped on Monday as investors 
fretted about the economic fallout from 
fresh COVID-19 restrictions in China, 
with resulting risk aversion benefiting 
bonds and the dollar. Beijing’s most 
populous district urged residents to 
stay at home on Monday as the city’s 
COVID case numbers rose, while at 
least one district in Guangzhou was 
locked down for five days. The rash of 
outbreaks across the country has been 
a setback to hopes for an early easing in 
strict pandemic restrictions, one reason 
cited for a 10% slide in oil prices last 
week. Chinese blue chips (.CSI300) fell 
1.5% in early trade, dragging MSCI’s 
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares 
outside Japan (.MIAPJ0000PUS) down 
1.3%. Japan’s Nikkei (.N225) eased 
0.1% and South Korea (.KS11) lost 
1.1%. S&P 500 futures were down 0.4%, 
while Nasdaq futures slipped 0.3%. 
EUROSTOXX 50 futures lost 0.3% and 
FTSE futures 0.2%. The U.S. Thanks-
giving holiday on Thursday combined 
with the distraction of the soccer World 
Cup could make for thin trading, while 
Black Friday sales will offer an insight 
into how consumers are faring and the 
outlook for retail stocks. Minutes of the 
U.S. Federal Reserve’s last meeting are 
due on Wednesday and could sound 
hawkish, judging by how officials have 
pushed back against market easing in 
recent days. (Agencies)

ISALAMABAD: Pakistan imported 
mobile phones worth $226.051 million 
during the first four months (July-Oc-
tober) of the current fiscal year 2022-
23, registering a fall of 64.94 percent 
when compared to $644.672 million 
during the same period of last year. 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
data shows that on a month-on-month 
(MoM) basis mobile phone imports 
registered 12.62 percent growth and 
stood at $65.780 million in October 
2022 when compared to $58.407 mil-
lion in September 2022. Mobile phone 
imports registered 56.06 percent neg-
ative growth on a year-on-year (YoY) 
basis in October 2022 when compared 
to $149.712 million during the same 
month of last year. The overall tele-
com imports into the country stood 
at $345.677 million during the first 
four months of the fiscal year 2022-23 
and registered 59.17 percent negative 
growth when compared to $846.573 
million during the same period of last 
fiscal year. (Agencies)

Rupee registers back-to-back losses against US dollar

PSX moves slightly up on week open

Global LNG supplies are ‘sold out’ for years

CPEC created 190,000 jobs in 9 years: Chinese official

EU rushes to fill up on Russian diesel before ban begins

FTX crypto exchange owes biggest creditors $3.1bn

KARACHI: Looming political ten-
sion and debt crisis leave the Paki-
stani rupee dwindling for the sev-
enth consecutive day against the US 
dollar on Monday. On Monday, the 
interbank market saw the rupee ex-
tending losses by 33 paisas to drop 
to Rs223.50 during trading at the 
beginning of the week. Meanwhile, 
on Friday, the US dollar closed the 
week trading at a value of Rs223.17. 
Whereas, on Thursday afternoon 
too, the Pakistani rupee had closed 

at a lower rate of Rs222.67 after 
having lost around 26 paisas from 
the day before. The pyrrhic victory 
of the rupee against the greenback 
came to an end on the last trading 
day of the second week of Novem-
ber and since then, it has lost around 
Rs2.08 in its value in the interbank 
market. In the open currency mar-
ket, the value of rupee fell further 
to Rs231. However, the rate to buy 
the US dollar remained at Rs228.75. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Stock Ex-
change(PSX) witnessed the index 
slightly strengthening by 71.62 points 
during early trading on Monday, after 
closing the last working day in red due 
to political tension gripping the coun-
try. The benchmark KSE-100 index 
has been hovering over the psycholog-
ical level of 42,000-43,000 points over 
the past few weeks. As the morning 
bell rang on Monday, the index show-

ing recovery rose to 42,747.73 points 
from the previously closed value of 
42,730.24. The top active stocks driv-
ing the index upward includes PIBTL 
showing a change of 6.18%. While, 
the banking sector was seen to be top-
ping the advancers list by a positive of 
10.43%. Earlier on Friday, the KSE-100 
ended the trading in red at 42,747.73 
points from the previously closed value 
of 42,819.72 on Thursday. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan warns that global com-
petition for liquefied natural gas is set to 
intensify over the next three years due 
to an underinvestment in supply. Long-
term LNG contracts that start before 
2026 are sold out, according to a sur-
vey of Japanese companies conduct-
ed by the trade ministry and released 
Monday. These types of contracts are 
essential for buyers, as they offer stable 
pricing and reliable supply for many 
years. Countries around the world 
are scrambling to secure shipments 
of power plants and heating fuel from 
major exporters like Qatar and the US, 
but there is little new supply coming 
online before 2026. Meanwhile, Europe 
is racing to replace Russian pipeline 
gas with LNG, further exacerbating the 
global shortage of fuel. This means im-
porters will be forced to depend more 
on the volatile and expensive spot mar-

ket, which is currently trading nearly 
three times higher than long-term con-
tracts. Roughly 30% of all LNG deliver-
ies were via the spot market last year, 
according to the International Group of 
Liquefied Natural Gas Importers. Japa-
nese ministry officials and energy com-
pany executives met on the same day 
to discuss LNG procurement plans. Ja-
pan is poised to be the world’s biggest 
LNG importer this year, and the fuel is 
the nation’s top choice for power gener-
ation. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: November 21, 
2022: The China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC), a pilot project 
of the Belt and Road Initiatives has 
created 190,000 jobs over the past 9 
years, Meng Wei, spokesperson of 
China’s National Development and 
Reform Commission told media on 
Sunday. China and Pakistan estab-
lished the Joint Cooperation Com-
mittee (JCC) on the CPEC in 2013, 
focusing on cooperation in Gwadar 
Port, energy, infrastructure, and in-
dustries, he added.  In recent years, 
the two sides have expanded their 
cooperation to the fields of science 
and technology, agriculture, soci-
ety, people’s livelihood, and infor-
mation technology industries, the 
spokesperson said. The cooperation 
outcome can be represented by the 
Gwadar East Bay Expressway proj-

ect, China-funded Gwadar Seawater 
Desalination Project, Carlot Hydro-
power Station, China’s aid to Paki-
stan’s flood-hit areas, and more, the 
China News Service reported. Next, 
the two sides will jointly implement 
the consensus between the leaders 
of the two countries, accelerate the 
cooperation in the fields of agricul-
ture, mining, information technolo-
gy, society, and people’s livelihood, 
and promote the high-quality con-
struction of the CPEC, the spokes-
person added. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: European traders are 
rushing to fill tanks in the region 
with Russian diesel before an EU ban 
begins in February, as alternative 
sources remain limited. The Europe-
an Union will ban Russian oil prod-
uct imports, on which it relies heav-
ily for its diesel, by February 5. That 
will follow a ban on Russian crude 
taking effect in December. Russian 
diesel loadings destined for the Am-
sterdam-Rotterdam-Antwerp (ARA) 
storage region rose to 215,000 bpd 
from Nov. 1 to Nov. 12, up by 126% 

from October, Pamela Munger, se-
nior market analyst at energy analyt-
ics firm Vortexa, said. With few im-
mediate cost-effective alternatives, 
diesel from Russia has made up 44% 
of Europe’s total imports of the road 
fuel so far in November, compared 
with 39% in October, Refinitiv data 
shows. Although Europe’s reliance 
on the Russian fuel has fallen from 
more than 50% before Moscow’s 
February invasion of Ukraine, Russia 
is still the continent’s largest diesel 
supplier. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Cryptocurrency ex-
change FTX owes its 50 largest credi-
tors almost $3.1bn (£2.6bn), according 
to a court filing. The embattled firm, 
which filed for bankruptcy in the US 
last week, says it owes about $1.45bn 
to its top 10 creditors, but has not 
named any. The collapse of the world’s 
second largest crypto exchange shook 
confidence in the already troubled 
cryptocurrency market. It also led to 
exchange boss Sam Bankman-Fried 
to step down. FTX’s previous bank-
ruptcy filings revealed more than one 
million people and businesses could 
be owed money following its collapse. 
On Saturday, FTX said it had launched 
a review of its global assets and was 

preparing for the sale or reorgani-
sation of some businesses. A court 
hearing before a US bankruptcy judge 
has been set for Tuesday. It is unclear 
how much people who have funds in 
the exchange will get back at the end 
of bankruptcy proceedings, though 
many experts have warned it may be a 
small fraction of what they put into the 
firm. Mr Ray, who replaced Mr Bank-
man-Fried, criticised a “complete ab-
sence of trustworthy financial informa-
tion”. Mr Bankman-Fried told the Vox 
news website he regretted filing for 
bankruptcy, saying the decision had 
largely taken financial matters out of 
his control. He also expressed disdain 
for financial regulators. (Agencies)

Google pays $392m in landmark US privacy case
WASHINGTON: Google on Monday 
agreed to pay $392 million to set-
tle a landmark privacy case with 40 
US states over accusations that the 
search engine giant misled users into 
believing location tracking on their 

devices had been switched off. A 
statement by Oregon Attorney Gen-
eral Ellen Rosenblum said it was the 
largest multi-state privacy settlement 
by authorities in US history and in-
cluded a binding commitment by 

Google for improved disclosures on 
targeting for customers. Google had 
been “crafty and deceptive”, Rosen-
blum added, as she announced the 
company’s agreement to pay up to 
end the case. (Agencies)

US tech industry still in strong position  
to weather recession

Cuba bets on specialty coffee to boost industry

KUALA LUMPUR: US tech industry 
lay-offs have accelerated over the last 
couple of months, but the industry is 
still in a strong position to weather a 
recession. Crunchbase, which tracks 
trends, investments and news of global 
companies from start-ups to the For-
tune 1000, said that during the first 
week of November, at least 6,473 tech 
workers in the US were laid off — an 
over 600% increase from the 910 who 
lost their jobs the week before. In a 
report last Friday (Nov 18), it said 
there were more than 7,000 reported 
US tech sector lay-offs. Crunchbase 
said the job market whiplash comes af-
ter 2021’s economy brought about riv-
ers of venture funding, a fertile stock 
market, and rocketing valuations that 
made the largest companies collect 

tech talent left and right to stockpile 
skilled workers. It said in 2022, mar-
kets became frosty, and some com-
panies admitted they hired too many 
people, too fast. The firm said this is a 
correction to last year’s hiring spree. It 
said while tech workers are going to 
have to adjust to a new reality — one 
that comes with lower salaries and 
fewer benefits — the tech industry is 
still poised to be one of the better-off 
workforces with the US economy in 
flux. (Agencies)

MANICARAGUA: In the lush, fertile 
mountains of Cuba, farmer Jesus Cha-
viano dreams of adding his arabica 
beans to a list of specialty coffees the 
country hopes will lift an industry in 
decline. It’s harvest time on Chaviano’s 
eight-hectare (20-acre) plantation in 
the central Guamuaya mountain range, 
and his 42,000 coffee plants burst with 
ripe reddish fruit in the shadow of avo-
cado and banana trees. At 800 metres 
(2,600 feet) altitude, conditions are ide-
al for the eight varieties of high-quality 
arabica coffee beans he planted with 
his “own hands.” While Cuba has been 

growing coffee for almost 300 years, 
it has never produced the specialty 
coffees beloved worldwide for their 
unique flavor profiles that come from 
careful cultivation in a specific terroir. 
In the past two decades, the appeal of 
high-end coffee has soared, and so has 
its price on the international market. 
“I think that needs to be the path we 
take: going after specialty coffees. Not 
large quantities... small batches that 
we can sell well,“ said Chaviano, 46. As 
the island catches on to the appeal of 
high-end coffee, the first five specialty 
coffees will be unveiled in December at 
the first-ever Cuba-Cafe producers fair, 
which is being held in the eastern city 
of Santiago de Cuba. The name and 
origins of the chosen coffees are being 
kept secret. “We are taking the first 
concrete steps to add value to this cof-
fee,“ said Ramon Ramos, the scientific 
director of Cuba’s National Institute 
for Agroforestry Research. (Agencies)

 Russia boosts fuel exports to China

MOSCOW: Russian shipments of gas 
and oil to China grew significantly 
over January-October of this year 
compared to the same period in 2021, 
China’s General Administration of 
Customs reported on Sunday. Ac-
cording to its data, liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) deliveries jumped by 32% 
in annual terms, to 4.98 million tons. 
In dollar terms, the increase was 
157% and exceeded $5.3 billion. Rus-
sia is currently China’s fourth-largest 
LNG supplier after Australia, Qa-
tar, and Malaysia. While data shows 
that China’s imports of the fuel from 
Qatar also grew over the first ten 

months of the year, shipments from 
both Australia and Malaysia have 
been dropping. While the customs 
agency does not currently list the 
physical volume of China’s pipeline 
gas imports, its data shows that the 
value of pipeline gas flows from Rus-
sia in January-October 2022 soared 
by 182% compared to the same peri-
od in 2021, to $3.1 billion. This makes 
Russia the second largest supplier of 
pipeline gas to the Asian nation after 
Turkmenistan ($8.23 billion). China’s 
oil imports from Russia also surged 
over this period, rising by about 9.5% 
to 71.97 million tons. Deliveries were 
up 53% to $49.19 billion in dollar 
terms. As follows from the published 
data, in both October and September 
Russia was China’s second largest oil 
supplier. Saudi Arabia remains the 
leader, having sold 73.76 million tons 
of the fuel to China for $55.5 billion 
over January-October. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: You are about to find a new 
sense of direction and the kind of dy-
namism that has been lacking of late. 
As your confidence returns you will 
be less inclined to let minor doubts 
and fears hold you back the way they 
did before. Go for it Aries!
– TAURUS: You will get the chance 
to break free from someone who 
has been holding you back in recent 
weeks and you must make the most 
of it. In future try not to get into situa-
tions where you have to rely on other 
people making decisions for you.
– GEMINI: Do you follow your head 
or do you follow your heart? Do you 
act on what common sense tells you 
or do you act on feelings alone? You 
need to find a way to get the best from 
both worlds as both approaches are 
of equal importance.
– CANCER: That sense of urgency 
you feel means you fear there are 
things you have left undone. Maybe 
there are but as the Sun is about to 
change signs it probably doesn’t mat-
ter. A new phase is about to begin, so 
look forwards rather than back.
– LEO: The Sun’s entry into the most 
dynamic area of your chart tomor-
row marks the start of one of the best 
times of the year, so get your act to-
gether and promise yourself that you 
won’t waste the many opportunities 

that are about to come your way.
– VIRGO: Upheavals on the home 
front are to be expected over the next 
few days, but they are nothing to be 
afraid of. Today’s Sun-Jupiter link 
promises that what changes do occur 
will make your life easier by making 
loved ones easier to deal with.
– LIBRA: Venus joins forces with 
Mercury in the communications area 
of your chart today, so you will be 
blessed with the gift of the gab. You 
can sweet talk your way to success 
both in your private life and at work, 
but don’t promise more than you can 
deliver.
– SCORPIO: The Sun’s final day in 
your sign urges you to complete a 
creative project as quickly as possi-
ble. You will still be able to work on it 
after today but it may cost more than 
you are willing to pay. There’s still 
time to get it done.
– SAGITTARIUS: If someone offers 
you something for nothing today you 
must reject it. You don’t need other 
people’s assistance, still less their 
charity, so let everyone know that you 
intend to earn what you get from here 
on in – success tastes better that way.
– CAPRICORN: The cosmic picture 
is changing rapidly and over the next 
few days your focus must shift too. 
Spend less time trying to get ahead 
in your career and more time trying 
to make sense of your feelings. You 
need to be more at ease with yourself.
– ACQUARIUS: If you want to start 
something new, be it a creative project 
or career endeavor, now is the time 
to stop thinking about it and make 
it happen. Don’t try to do it on your 
own though – you’ll get further fast-
er if you join forces with like-minded 
people.
– PISCES: Lay your cards on the table 
and let friends and loved ones know 
what you want out of life and how 
they can help you get it. You may be 
surprised to find how generous they 
are not only with advice but also with 
their time and energy.
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Van, Demant named World Rugby Players of the Year

 World anti-doping boss warns Russia

Social media generation calls me match-fixer  
in Pakistan: Wasim Akram

Eagles Rally To Beat Colts, Cowboys Thrash Vikings 

Penaud double takes France past Japan

Italy’s Mancini admits tactical failure in friendly loss to Austria

Djokovic beats Ruud to win record-equalling sixth ATP Finals title

England to take knee, Kane to wear One Love armband against Iran

Verstappen wins season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

VIENNA: Italy manager Roberto 
Mancini’s decision to play a 3-4-3 
formation did not work out as Italy 
lost 2-0 away to Austria at the Ernst 
Happel Stadium in a friendly on 
Sunday. Goals from Xaver Schlager 
and David Alaba in the first half saw 
Italy, who have missed out on quali-
fying for the World Cup for the sec-
ond successive time, slump to defeat 
in Vienna. “The experiment didn’t 
go very well. We had practically no 
pressing with the forwards in the 
first half, which created huge gaps 
and created big problems,” Mancini 

told to RAI Sport. “The second half 
was good. In the first, we wasted 
a chance straight away. Then, we 
made a lot of technical errors un-
der their press to go on the count-

er-attack. We suffered more there.” 
“I thought we did better after the 
break and were only missing a goal. 
Some of these players hadn’t been 
on the field for a while and it will 
take some time.” European cham-
pions Italy will take a break until 
the new year. Their next scheduled 
match is a European Championship 
qualifier against England in March. 
“I saw a good side in the second 
half and we were just unlucky not 
to score, but they had the chances,” 
Mancini said. “It’s a pity that we end 
the year with defeat.” (Agencies)

TURIN: Novak Djokovic beat Nor-
way s Casper Ruud 7-5 6-3 to collect 
a record-equalling sixth ATP Finals 
title on Sunday, earning the biggest 
paycheck ever in tennis - $4,740,300 
- for completing the season-ending 
tournament unbeaten. Djokovic 
sealed victory in style with his ninth 
ace to collect the title for the first 
time since 2015 in front of a raptur-
ous crowd. “Got to stay focused the 
entire match, every single point, the 
momentum can switch to the oth-
er side really quickly,” the Serbian 

said in a televised interview after 
the match. “The fact that I waited 
seven years makes this victory even 

sweeter,” he added as he matched 
Roger Federer s haul of six titles 
in the season-ending event. The 
23-year-old Ruud has enjoyed the 
best tennis of his career in 2022 and 
battled toe-to-toe with the 21-times 
major winner early on but produced 
two clumsy errors to hand Djokovic 
the break at the end of the first set. 
Djokovic put his foot on the accel-
erator from there on, harnessing his 
mighty forehand to break Ruud in 
the fourth game of the second set. 
(Agencies)

DOHA: England will take the knee 
and captain Harry Kane will wear the 
One Love armband at their opening 
match of the World Cup against Iran 
on Monday, manager Gareth South-
gate confirmed on Sunday. England 
have knelt before games since 2020, 
initially in solidarity with protests 

over George Floyd s death at the 
hands of a Minneapolis police offi-
cer and then in support of equality. 
The gesture is no longer a feature be-
fore kickoffs in the Premier League, 
where it is selectively used, but 
Southgate believes it is important his 
team continue it at the World Cup. 

“It s what we stand for as a team and 
have done for a long period of time,” 
he told reporters on Sunday. “We 
feel this is the biggest (stage) and we 
think it s a strong statement that will 
go around the world for young peo-
ple, in particular, to see that inclusiv-
ity is very important.” (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Double world champi-
on Max Verstappen signed off on a 
dominant 2022 Formula One cam-
paign with a record-extending 15th 
win of the year in Sunday’s sea-
son-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, 
as Charles Leclerc secured second in 
the overall standings. The Dutchman, 
who wrapped up the title last month 
in Japan with four races to spare, was 
unchallenged as he led from pole po-
sition to chequered flag. He crossed 
the line 8.7 seconds ahead of Leclerc, 

who having made just one stop, held 
on to second ahead of Verstappen’s 
two-stopping team mate Sergio Pe-
rez to edge him in their battle for sec-
ond. The pair had gone into the race 
level on points with Leclerc ahead on 
a countback of wins. Sunday’s victo-
ry was the 35th of Verstappen’s ca-
reer and second in a row at the Yas 
Marina track. However, unlike last 
season, it was straightforward and 
without controversy. Carlos Sainz 
was fourth for Ferrari ahead of Mer-

cedes racer George Russell, who 
served a five-second time penalty for 
an unsafe release from his pitstop. 
Seven-times world champion Lewis 
Hamilton had his hopes of keeping 
intact his record of winning a race 
every season dashed by a hydraulics 
failure. The Briton pulled in to the 
pits to retire on the 55th of the race’s 
58 laps. Sebastian Vettel scored the 
final point in 10th on what has been 
an emotional swansong weekend for 
the Aston Martin driver. (Agencies)

PARIS: Ireland flanker Josh van der 
Flier was named men’s World Rugby 
Player of the Year on Sunday after 
helping his country to a first series 
away win in New Zealand and to 
the top of the global rankings. The 
29-year-old won the award ahead 
of Leinster and Ireland team-mate 
Johnny Sexton, victorious in 2018, 
South Africa centre Lukhanyo 
Am and last year’s winner, France 
scrum-half Antoine Dupont. New 
Zealand co-captain Ruahei Demant 
took the women’s Player of the Year 
award after the Black Ferns won the 

Rugby World Cup win on home soil 
earlier this month. Van der Flier, who 
has Dutch grandparents, scored five 
tries in 11 Test appearances through-
out the 12 months, which included 
starting all three games in the victo-
rious July tour over the All Blacks. At 
domestic level, he crossed six times 
as Leinster reached the final of the 
European Champions Cup before 
losing to French club La Rochelle. 
Elsewhere, Italy’s Ange Capuozzo, 
who can play across the back-three, 
claimed the Breakthrough Player of 
the Year prize. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia should not ex-
pect its anti-doping agency to be 
automatically reinstated when its 
two-year ban expires next month, 
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 
president Witold Banka has said. 
The Russian Anti-Doping Agency 
(RUSADA) was declared non-com-
pliant by WADA in 2019 and hand-
ed a four-year ban after allegations 
of tampering with laboratory data. 
That sanction was halved upon ap-
peal at the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) in 2020, and is due to 
end on December 17 of this year. 
Banka was re-elected to his post for 
a second three-year term on Friday, 
and discussed the issue of Russia 
at a press conference in Montre-
al. “The process for reinstatement 
doesn’t end on the 17th of Decem-
ber, in fact the process only starts on 
that date,” Banka said in comments 
shared by Reuters. Through the 
three phases of that process, com-
pliance would be robustly assessed. 
“And of course, we will need to ver-

ify each and every one of the rein-
statement conditions... not simply 
accepting anyone’s word for it.” The 
Polish WADA chief said his organi-
zation was not “naive” and accused 
Russia of committing “the most aw-
ful crime against clean sport.” “We 
know that trust in Russia and its 
anti-doping system is extremely low 
and of course there is a reason for 
it,” claimed the official. The ban im-
posed by WADA followed sanctions 
already levied because of long-run-
ning allegations of state-sponsored 
doping in Russia – something the 
country has vehemently denied. 
(Agencies)

SYDNEY: Legendary Pakistan 
pacer Wasim Akram has opened 
up about match-fixing allegations 
over the course of his career. While 
speaking in an interview with Wide 
World of Sports, Akram said that the 
match-fixing allegations were the 
driving force behind his autobiogra-
phy, Sultan: A Memoir. “In Austra-
lia, England, West Indies and India 
my name is taken in World XI as one 
of the greatest bowlers ever. But in 
Pakistan, this social media gener-
ation refers to me as match-fixer,” 
chuckled Akram. 
It must be noted that the Pakistan 
Cricket Board had established an 

inquiry panel, headed by Justice Qa-
yyum of the Lahore High Court, to 
investigate match-fixing allegations 
in the 1990s and the report, pub-
lished in 2000, held several crick-
eters responsible including Salim 
Malik and Ata-ur-Rehman. It may 
be mentioned here that the com-
mission, in its report on match-fix-
ing, gave Akram the benefit of 
doubt. “The evidence against Wasim 
Akram has not come up to the req-
uisite level, primarily because of 
Ata-ur-Rehman’s perjuring himself. 
This Commission is willing to give 
him the benefit of doubt,” the report 
stated. (Agencies)

Miami: The Philadelphia Eagles re-
turned to winning ways with a thrill-
ing 17-16 NFL late comeback win at 
the Indianapolis Colts on Sunday. 
But another of the league’s form 
teams, the Minnesota Vikings, suf-
fered a crushing 40-3 defeat at home 
to a rampant Dallas Cowboys. The 
Eagles, whose perfect start to the 
season ended after eight games with 
a defeat to Washington last week, 
were staring at the prospect of an-
other loss as they began the fourth 
quarter 14-3 down. But quarterback 
Jalen Hurts found Quez Watkins 
with a 22-yard touchdown pass and, 
after a Colts field goal, Philadelphia 
(9-1) snatched victory with 1:20 to 
go, as Hurts rushed in for an eight-

yard touchdown. Hurts ended with 
190 passing yards, 86 rushing yards 
and the two touchdowns “That was 
a great win, it wasn’t what you draw 
up but in this league it rarely is,” said 
Eagles coach Nick Sirianni, who was 
offensive coordinator with the Colts 
before joining Philadelphia. “You 
keep seeing it, when we need a drive, 
when need some points, we can al-
ways lean on our offensive line and 
Jalen is always special with the ball 
in his hands,” he said. The Vikings 
went into the day tied with the Ea-
gles for best record in the league at 
8-1, the meeting with the Cowboys 
billed as a clash of two of the best 
teams in the NFC. But it was an ut-
terly one-sided encounter.  (APP)

TOULOUSE: Winger Damian 
Penaud scored twice as France beat 
Japan 35-17 in the Autumn Nations 
Series on Sunday to continue their 
winning run before next year’s Rug-
by World Cup on home soil. Penaud 
crossed on either side of half-time 
as Les Bleus claimed a 13th straight 
victory less than 10 months out from 
the tournament. Along with the only 
side above them in the world rank-
ings, Ireland, Fabien Galthie’s out-
fit are leading contenders for the 
competition with the two countries 
meeting in the Six Nations in Feb-
ruary. With the hosts of the next 
World Cup meeting the home coun-
try of the last edition, Galthie was 
forced into three changes including 
handing scrum-half Maxime Lucu 
his 11th Test appearance. Galthie’s 
counterpart Jamie Joseph brought 
in a fresh half-back combination 
after last weekend’s heavy loss to 

England. Heavy rain started to fall 
seconds after the anthems in front 
of a sold-out 34-000 capacity Le Sta-
dium in Toulouse. The home crowd 
had something to celebrate despite 
the downpour after just seven min-
utes as Les Bleus winger Damian 
Penaud made the most of Ryoki 
Yamanaka’s mistake in his own in-
goal area. Toulouse full-back Thom-
as Ramos then made up for missing 
the conversion by slotting two easy 
penalties and the home side led 11-0 
after 17 minutes. (Agencies)

Inter constituency  
games trials start

Sports gala held  
at City School

PESHAWAR: The trails of district 
Lower Chitral for finding out talent at 
grassroots level started in Lower Chi-
tral today. Ameer Zaman district sports 
officer of Chitral Lower said in this re-
gard that best teams will be formed 
from the said district for the provincial 
level team. He said that the trails will 
continue till 23 November while for 
informing the interested, banners and 
play cards have been displayed at dif-
ferent places in the area. The trails, he 
added, will be free, fair and transpar-
ent for which various committees also 
formed. (Staff Report)

PESHAWAR: The City School orga-
nized a day long sports gala for it’s 
Hayatabad nursery branch aimed 
at providing sports activities for the 
children. A large number of children 
and their parents participated in the 
event while scores of interested chil-
dren took part in different games in-
cluding 100 meter race, tug of war 
and others and showed their perfor-
mance. Fazal Hussain Khalil, an in-
ternational karate player and phys-
ical trainer was chief guest on the 
occasion while the City School prin-
cipal Farhana Hamid was also pres-
ent who distributed trophies among 
position holders children. Speak-
ing on the occasion Fazal Hussain 
said that it is a good step taken by 
the school principal as provision of 
sports activities more mandatory to 
children along with curriculum ac-
tivities. He said that these children 
are assets of our country and will 
perform in future in different insti-
tutions. (Staff Report)
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Malaysia’s Muhyiddin, Anwar race to form govt as turmoil drags on

EU holds talks with Serbia, Kosovo amid rising tensions

Iran says missile attack on Iraq meant to protect border

 Spain to bring back Spanish families from IS camps in Syria 

 Israel’s Netanyahu wins defamation suit against ex-PM

New Zealand court rules voting age of 18 is discriminatory

KUALA LUMPUR: Muhyiddin Yas-
sin, a former prime minister, and ri-
val opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim 
were vying for support from poten-
tial coalition partners on Monday, to 
meet a deadline set by the king after 
an election delivered Malaysia’s first 
hung parliament. The inconclusive 
result prolongs political instability in 
the Southeast Asian nation, which has 
had three prime ministers in as many 
years, and risks delays to policy deci-
sions needed to galvanise an economic 
recovery. Investors reacted negatively 
to the outcome of Saturday’s vote as 
the ringgit currency weakened and the 
Kuala Lumpur stock market (.KLSE) 
slid over 1 percent in early trade on 
Monday. Anwar’s multi-ethnic coali-
tion won the most number of seats in 

the Saturday election with 82. Muhy-
iddin’s conservative Malay Muslim al-
liance took 73 seats, but then secured 
support from two smaller political 
blocs on Sunday, giving it control of 
101 - still short of the 112 needed for 
a majority. Muhyiddin’s bloc includes 
an Islamist party that has called for 
sharia law and that secured the larg-
est number of seats of any single par-
ty. The incumbent Barisan Nasional 
alliance, led by the United Malays 
National Organisation (UMNO) party 
- which had long been the dominant 
force in Malaysia - suffered its worst 
ever electoral performance, but could 
still end up playing a crucial role by 
throwing its support behind either of 
the leading candidates. Media report-
ed that Anwar’s coalition was meeting 

with Barisan on Monday morning, 
though Muhyiddin had been a junior 
partner in the outgoing government 
and had been a senior UMNO leader 
until a few years ago. King Al-Sultan 
Abdullah, whose largely ceremonial 
role includes the power to appoint as 
prime minister a lawmaker he believes 
will command a majority, could play 
a decisive role. The king has asked 
political parties to each present the 
name of a lawmaker that they think 
has majority by 2 p.m. (0600 GMT) on 
Monday. The decline of the graft-taint-
ed UMNO party, which had led every 
government since independence from 
British colonial rule in 1957 up until 
its first defeat in the 2018 election, has 
ushered in a new uncertain phase in 
Malaysia. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The European Union’s 
top diplomat was holding talks Mon-
day with the leaders of Serbia and 
Kosovo in Brussels, in a bid to defuse 
tensions between the Balkan neigh-
bors amid their dispute over vehicle 
license plates. The EU’s high repre-
sentative, Josep Borrell, had separate 
talks planned with Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic and Albin Kurti, 
the prime minister of Kosovo, before 
a joint meeting later in the day. The 
EU said “the focus of the emergency 
meeting will be on finding a way out 
of the current crisis and avoiding any 
further escalation and tensions on 
the ground, with an emphasis on li-
cense plates and the return of Kosovo 
Serbs to Kosovo institutions.” The EU 
warned Serbia and Kosovo last week 
that they are on the edge of a precipice 

and must resolve their dispute or face 
the prospect of a return to their vio-
lent past. Long-simmering tensions 
between Serbia and its former prov-
ince mounted in recent weeks over 
the Kosovo government’s decision to 
ban Serbian-issued license plates. On 
Nov. 5, 10 Serb lawmakers, 10 prose-
cutors and 576 police officers in Koso-
vo’s northern Mitrovica region re-
signed over the move. Under the ban, 
about 6,300 ethnic Serbs owning cars 
with number plates deemed to be ille-
gal in Kosovo were to be warned until 
Monday’s deadline, then fined for the 
following two months. From April 21, 
they would only be permitted to drive 
with temporary local plates. The issue 
of Kosovo’s independence sparked a 
1998-99 war in which about 13,000 
people died. (Agencies)

ERBIL: Iran said Monday that its 
latest strikes on Kurdish opposi-
tion bases in northern Iraq were 
necessary to protect the country’s 
borders, while Kurdish officials 
condemned the missile and drone 
attacks as unprovoked aggression. 
Iran’s strike late Sunday killed a 
member of the Democratic Party 
of Iranian Kurdistan, said Moham-
med Nazif Qaderi, a senior official 
in the Kurdish Iranian group exiled 
in Iraq. The group said Iranian sur-
face-to-surface missiles and drones 

hit its bases and adjacent refugee 
camps in Koya and Jejnikan. The 
group also asserted that the strikes 
had hit a hospital in Koya. The Irani-
an strikes come in the wake of a visit 
to Baghdad last week by Iran’s Quds 
Force commander Esmail Ghaani. 
During the visit, Ghaani threatened 
Iraq with a ground military oper-
ation in the country’s north if the 
Iraqi army does not fortify the coun-
tries’ shared border against Kurdish 
opposition groups, Iraqi and Kurd-
ish officials said. (Agencies)

MADRID: Spain has decided to bring 
back several Spanish wives, widows 
and children of Islamic State fighters 
from detention camps in northeast-
ern Syria, a government source said 
on Monday, confirming a report in El 
Pais newspaper. Thousands of for-
eigners including women and chil-
dren had gone to Syria to live in Is-
lamic State’s so-called caliphate until 
2019, when U.S.-backed Kurdish 
forces took the last pocket of Syrian 
territory from the jihadists. Fleeing 
women and children were housed in 

overcrowded detention camps run 
by Kurdish authorities and interna-
tional charities, who had pushed for 
repatriations due to rising violence 
and dire conditions in the camps. 
The source said Spain planned to re-
patriate before the end of the year at 
least three women who had asked to 
return to their homeland and 13 chil-
dren. The women could face prose-
cution in Spain, while the children’s 
situation will be studied on a case-
by-case basis depending on their 
age, the source said. (Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minis-
ter-designate Benjamin Netanyahu 
won a defamation suit today against a 
predecessor who had alleged that he, 
his wife and his son were mentally ill, 
with the court deeming the remarks a 
bid to harm Netanyahu’s political ca-
reer. Netanyahu’s lawyer hailed the 
ruling as “the shattering of another li-
bel” - an allusion to his client’s assertion 
of innocence in three graft trials that 
overshadowed his last term as premier 

and are complicating his efforts to re-
take power. Ehud Olmert, who served 
as centrist premier between 2006 and 
2009, made the observations in a TV 
interview last year shortly before the 
conservative Netanyahu, then heading 
a caretaker government, was toppled 
by an alliance of cross-partisan rivals. 
Having placed first in Israel’s Nov 1 
election, Netanyahu now looks set to 
form a hard-right new coalition govt. 
(Agencies)

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s high-
est court ruled on Monday that the 
country’s current voting age of 18 
was discriminatory, forcing parlia-
ment to discuss whether it should be 
lowered. The case, which has been 
going through the courts since 2020, 
was bought by advocacy group Make 
It 16, which wants the age lowered to 
include 16 and 17 year olds. The Su-
preme Court found that the current 
voting age of 18 was inconsistent with 
the country’s Bill of Rights, which 
gives people a right to be free from 
age discrimination when they have 
reached 16. The decision triggers a 
process in which the issue must come 
before parliament for discussion and 
be reviewed by a parliamentary select 

committee. But it does not force parlia-
ment to change the voting age. “This 
is history,” said Make It 16 co-director 
Caeden Tipler, adding: “The govern-
ment and parliament cannot ignore 
such a clear legal and moral message. 
They must let us vote.” The group 
says on its website there is insufficient 
justification to stop 16 year olds from 
voting when they can drive, work full 
time and pay tax. New Zealand Prime 

Minister Jacinda Ardern said the 
government would draft legislation 
to reduce the age to 16, which could 
then be put to a vote in parliament. “I 
personally support a decrease in the 
voting age but it is not a matter simply 
for me or even the government, any 
change in electoral law of this nature 
requires 75% of parliamentarian sup-
port,” she said. Political parties have 
mixed views on the subject. The Green 
Party wants immediate action to low-
er the voting age to 16, but the largest 
opposition party, the National party, 
does not support the shift. “Obviously, 
we’ve got to draw a line somewhere,” 
said National party leader Christopher 
Luxon. “We’re comfortable with the 
line being 18. (Agencies)

 Founder of Argentina’s 
anti-dictatorship 

‘mothers’ dies aged 93

BUENOS AIRES: Hebe de Bonafini, 
who led a group of Argentine wom-
en known as the Mothers of Plaza de 
Mayo in defying the military dictator-
ship and demanding the truth about 
their missing children, died at 93, the 
country’s vice-president said. Bonafini 
was one of the founders of the group in 
1977, uniting a group of mothers who 
protested in front of the presidency, 
desperate to know the whereabouts of 
tens of thousands who were abducted 
during the brutal 1976-1983 military 
regime. For 45 years, through different 
governments, the women continued to 
meet, marching around the Plaza de 
Mayo in their trademark white head-
scarves, in an often futile search for jus-
tice. Vice President Cristina Kirchner 
announced Bonafini’s death on Twitter, 
praising her as a “world symbol of the 
fight for human rights, pride of Argenti-
na.” Her daughter, Alejandra Bonafini, 
confirmed her death at a Buenos Aires 
hospital where she had been admitted 
for several days. (Agencies)
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Kazakh President wins re-election with 81.3pc of vote

Buses set on fire in Cape Town as taxi strike starts

Cyber as important as missile defenses - ex-NATO general

ASTANA: Kazakh President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev has secured a second 
term in a snap election, winning 81.3 
percent of the vote. The Central Asian 
nation’s Central Election Commission 
made the announcement on Monday 
citing preliminary data. Tokayev had 
been widely expected to extend his 
rule over the oil-rich nation by seven 
more years with a strong mandate to 
continue his increasingly indepen-
dent foreign policy, as the former 
Soviet republic navigates the Rus-
sia-Ukraine crisis. “We can say that 
the people have expressed convinc-
ing confidence in me as president and 
all of you,” Tokayev, 69, told his staff 
earlier, referring to exit polls that fa-
voured him. The campaign would “go 
down in history”, the former diplomat 
added. Tokayev faced no real oppo-
sition candidates in a nation where 

critics are sidelined and all five of his 
competitors were virtually unknown. 
Voter turnout was 69.4 percent, with 
five other candidates scoring in the 
low single digits, data showed. Vot-
ers’ second most popular choice was 
“against everyone” with 5.8 percent 
of ballots. Prompted by the exit polls, 
several fellow Central Asian leaders 
congratulated Tokayev on Monday 
before the preliminary results. (Agen-
cies)

CAPE TOWN: Two buses were set 
on fire on Monday in South Africa’s 
Cape Town as local taxi associa-
tions embarked on a two-day strike 
to protest against a termination of 
an incentive program. The Western 
Cape provincial government, home 
to legislative capital Cape Town, re-
cently announced it would terminate 
an incentive scheme for taxi drivers 
which encouraged safe driving prac-
tises and curtailed illegal operations. 
But due to a lack of funding it had to 
cancel the programme after a little 
more than a year, triggering an up-
roar from the taxi associations who 
called for a two-day strike in the 
city from Monday. There were long 

queues by 6 a.m. (0400 GMT) at bus 
stops as people waited for transport 
to go to work and to school, a Re-
uters witness said. The associations 
were not immediately available for 
comment. A bus was attacked by an 
unidentified person, who shot at the 
tyres to stop it from operating, the 
witness said, adding people jumped 
from the windows with a woman 
suffering injuries. “No passengers 
or drivers were injured,” Bronw-
en Dyke-Beyer, a spokesperson of 
Golden Arrow Bus Services, which 
runs a fleet of 1,100 buses in Cape 
Town, told Reuters, confirming that 
a one of its buses was set alight. 
(Agencies)

BERLIN: A cyber attack on the Ger-
man ports of Bremerhaven or Ham-
burg would severely impede NATO 
efforts to send military reinforce-
ments to allies, retired U.S. Gen-
eral Ben Hodges told Reuters. The 
European Commission proposed 
an action plan to bolster cyber de-
fense earlier this month; Hodges, 
who commanded U.S. Army forc-
es in Europe from 2014 until 2017 
and has long argued that civilian 
infrastructure is an essential pillar 
of military strategy, said cyber pro-
tection is just as important as mis-
sile defense systems to guard the 
German North Sea ports. Russia 
has recently increasingly target-
ed communications and electricity 
infrastructure in Ukraine, and in 
October warned “quasi-civilian in-
frastructure” may be a legitimate 
target for a retaliatory strike against 
countries aiding the eastern Euro-

pean country which it invaded in 
February. “Bremerhaven and Ham-
burg are actually the most import-
ant seaports on which the alliance 
depends, for the military equip-
ment, not just commercial cargo,” 
Hodges said. 
He recalled a 2017 cyberattack, 
dubbed NotPetya and attributed to 
Russia, that first targeted Ukraine 
but spread rapidly through corpo-
rate networks of multinationals 
with operations or suppliers in east-
ern Europe. The Danish shipping 
giant Maersk said the attack caused 
outages at its computer systems 
across the world, so the company 
lost track of its freight. “That was 
when I realized how vulnerable we 
are,” Hodges said. “If we can’t use 
Bremerhaven, it will be very diffi-
cult for the United States to rein-
force and to fulfill its part of opera-
tion plans.” (Agencies)


