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MOSCOW/KIEV: Ukrainians braced 
for a winter with little or no power in 
several areas including Kyiv where 
temperatures have already dropped 
below freezing as relentless Russian 
strikes crippled half of the country’s 
energy capacity.  President Zelens-
kiy urged people to conserve power, 
particularly in hard-hit areas such as 
Kyiv, Vinnytsia in the southwest, Sumy 
in the north and Odesa on the Black 
Sea.  Moscow’s response to military 
setbacks in recent weeks has includ-
ed a barrage of missile strikes against 
power facilities, and Zelenskiy said 
that half of the country’s power capac-
ity had been knocked out by Russian 
rockets.  “The systematic damage to 
our energy system from strikes by the 
Russians is so considerable that all our 
people and businesses should be mind-
ful and redistribute their consumption 
throughout the day,” Zelenskiy said in 
his nightly video address. “Try to limit 
your personal consumption of electric-
ity.”  Millions of Ukrainians are most 
likely to live with blackouts - a daily 
occurrence across the country - at least 
until the end of March, the head of a 
major energy provider said. Sergey 
Kovalenko, the head of YASNO, which 
provides energy for Kyiv, said workers 
are rushing to complete repairs before 
the winter cold arrives. “Stock up on 
warm clothes, blankets, think about 
options that will help you wait a long 
outage,” Kovalenko said. “It’s better to 
do it now than to be miserable.” Citi-
zens in the recently liberated south-
ern city of Kherson, where Kyiv says 
Russian troops destroyed critical in-
frastructure before leaving earlier this 
month, can apply to be relocated to ar-
eas where security and heating issues 

are less acute. Meanwhile, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will meet the 
mothers of reservists called up to fight 
in Ukraine, the Kremlin said on Tues-
day. The war in Ukraine has killed and 
wounded tens of thousands of soldiers 
on both sides. Hundreds of thousands 
of Russian soldiers have been sent to 
fight in Ukraine - including some of 
the more than 300,000 reservists who 
were called up as part of a mobilisa-
tion announced by Putin in September. 
The European Parliament is preparing 
to declare Russia a state sponsor of 
terrorism, according to the MEP who 
drafted the resolution to be voted on 
Wednesday (tomorrow) at the plenary 
session in Strasbourg. The resolution 
“recognizes Russia as a state spon-
sor of terrorism and as a state that 
uses terrorist means”, according to 
the MEP behind the drafting of the 
text, the Lithuanian ‘popular’ Andrius 
Kubilius, as confirmed by parliamen-
tary sources to Europa Press. The UK 
has supplied Ukraine with high-preci-
sion Brimstone 2 missiles, the British 
media reported. The military showed 
the delivery of an advanced version 
of the projectile compared to those 
already in use with Ukrainian forces. 
London began shipping earlier ver-
sions of the missile to Ukraine about 
six months ago. Each Brimstone 2 mis-
sile reportedly costs approximately 
£175,000 ($207,110). It has two modes 
of operation: it can either hit targets by 
tracking a laser or select one from a 
pre-programmed list with the help of 
radar. Likewise, Associated Press has 
fired the journalist behind its since-re-
tracted story, which claimed that the 
missile that hit NATO member Poland 
last week had been launched by Rus-

sia, it was reported. The agency had 
terminated its contract with investi-
gative reporter James LaPorta after a 
brief internal probe was broken by the 
Daily Beast. However, Russia had that 
time denied carrying out any strikes 
near the Ukrainian-Polish border. 
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s security service 
and police raided a 1,000-year-old Or-
thodox Christian monastery in Kyiv to 
counter suspected “subversive activ-
ities by Russian special services”, the 
SBU said. “These measures are being 
taken … as part of the systemic work 
of the SBU to counter the destructive 
activities of Russian special services 
in Ukraine,” the Security Service 
of Ukraine (SBU) said in a statement. 
It said the search was aimed at pre-
venting the use of the cave monastery 
as “the centre of the Russian world” 
and carried out to look into suspicions 
“about the use of the premises for 
sheltering sabotage and reconnais-
sance groups, foreign citizens, weap-
ons storage”. The SBU did not say 
what the result of the raid was. Cana-
dian Foreign Affairs Minister Melanie 
Joly announced new sanctions on Be-
larus Tuesday in response to its sup-
port for Russia’s war on Ukraine. Joly 
says in a statement that Belarusian 
leadership is enabling human-rights 
violations and allowing the country to 
serve as a launching pad for Russia’s 
attacks.Canada is adding 22 Belaru-
sian officials to the sanctions list, in-
cluding people who are involved in the 
stationing and transport of Russian 
military personnel and equipment. 
The sanctions also affect 16 Belarusian 
companies across the military manu-
facturing, tech, engineering, banking 
and rail sectors. (Agencies)
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US VP Harris visits Philippine island  
near China-claimed waters

US, Russia urge Turkiye  
to show ‘restraint’ in Syria

Govt, head of key security agency  
discuss army chief’s appointment

PUERTO PRINCESA: US Vice 
President Kamala Harris on Tues-
day visited a Philippine island near 
waters claimed by China to show 
support for the longtime US ally 
and counter Beijing’s growing in-
fluence in the region. Harris is the 
highest-ranking US official ever to 
visit the western island of Palawan, 
the closest Philippine landmass to 
the Spratly archipelago in the hotly 
contested South China Sea. Beijing 
claims sovereignty over almost the 
entire sea and has ignored an inter-
national court ruling that its claims 
have no legal basis. The Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei have 
overlapping claims to parts of it. 
Harris met with fisherfolk in a 
coastal village and members of the 
Philippine Coast Guard. In a speech, 
Harris said “international rules and 

norms” must be upheld and the UN-
backed tribunal decision rejecting 
China’s claims over the South China 
Sea respected. “The United States — 
and the broader international com-
munity — have a profound stake in 
the future of this region,” she said, 
on board a Philippine Coast Guard 
vessel. “As an ally, the United States 
stands with the Philippines in the 
face of intimidation and coercion in 
the South China Sea.” (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif will be leaving for a three-
day visit to Turkiye. Schedule of his 
visit has also been issued. According 
to sources, the official tour of the PM 
will start on Thursday, November 24. 
As per the government sources, during 
the visit, the Prime Minister will hold 
meetings with the Turkish leadership, 
bilateral trade issues will also be dis-
cussed in the meetings. While the 
Prime Minister will also hold meetings 
with his Turkish counterpart, business 
community in Turkey. PM will also be 
doing key appointment before leaving 
for Turkey. The Prime Minister will also 
participate in the landing ceremony of 
the ship ready with Pak-Turk coopera-
tion. According to diplomatic sources, 
the Prime Minister will inaugurate the 
frigate built with the cooperation of 
Pakistan-Turkish Navy during his visit 
to Turkey, the frigate will be inaugu-

rated jointly by the PM Shehbaz and 
the Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. Turkish President Tayyip Er-
dogan had invited Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif to visit Turkey. Shehbaz’s 
first visit to Istanbul as prime minister 
came on May 31, where he met Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan, followed by 
delegation-level talks. He was warmly 
received by Turkish Defence Minister 
Hulusi Akar and senior government 
and diplomatic personnel at the Anka-
ra Esenboga Airport. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The United States oppos-
es any military action that destabiliz-
es the situation in Syria, a State De-
partment spokesperson said, amid 
an escalation in retaliatory strikes by 
Turkiye and a Kurdish militia along 
the Syrian border. Separately, Russia 
called on Turkiye to show restraint in 
its use of “excessive” military force in 
Syria and to keep tensions from esca-
lating, Russian news agencies cited a 
Russian envoy to Syria as saying on 
Tuesday. The comments came after 
Turkiye said the Syrian Kurdish YPG 
killed two people in mortar attacks 
from northern Syria on Monday, fol-
lowing Turkish air operations at the 
weekend and a deadly bomb attack 
in Istanbul a week earlier. A child 
and a teacher were killed and six 
people were wounded when mortar 

bombs hit a border area in Turkiye’s 
Gaziantep province. Turkiye’s armed 
forces responded with jets again hit-
ting targets in Syria, a senior security 
official said. President Tayyip Erdo-
gan has said operations would not 
be limited to an air campaign and 
may involve ground forces. Turkiye 
has conducted several major mili-
tary operations against the YPG and 
Daesh militants in northern Syria in 
recent years. The US State Depart-
ment spokesperson said Washington 
had communicated its serious con-
cerns to Ankara about the impact 
of escalation on the goal of fighting 
Islamic State. “We have urged Tur-
kiye against such operations, just as 
we have urged our Syrian partners 
against attacks or escalation,” the 
spokesperson said. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif and Defense Minister Kha-
waja Muhammad Asif have held an 
important consultation meeting re-
garding the appointment of the new 
army chief. Sources said the Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister (SAPM) 
Malik Ahmed Khan and Director 
General Inter-Services Intelligence 
(DG ISI) were present in the meet-
ing. Sources citing Khawaja Asif said 
that the names would be finalized 
on November 24 and the process of 
appointing the army chief would be 
completed by November 25. The sum-
mary would be moved within a day or 
two, they added. “There is no dead-
lock over the appointment of the army 
chief. Once the summary is received 

the names will be discussed,” sources 
quoted Khawaja Asif as saying, add-
ing that the PML-N was consulting 
its allies over the appointment, and 
there was no pressure on the govern-
ment regarding the army chief’s ap-
pointment. A day earlier, Asif said that 
the Ministry of Defence had received 
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s letter 
regarding the appointment of the new 
army chief. Addressing the National 
Assembly, Khawaja Asif said that the 
process would be completed in two to 
three days. Later that day, the minis-
ter announced on his official Twitter 
handle that the process of appointing 
the new army chief and the chairman 
of the joint chiefs of staff committee 
(CJCSC) had begun. (Agencies)

CIANJUR: The death toll from the 
earthquake that shook the Indone-
sian island of Java leapt to 268 on 
Tuesday as more bodies were found 
beneath collapsed buildings, and 
151 people are still missing, the Na-
tional Disaster Mitigation Agency 
said. Agency head Suharyanto, who 
like many Indonesians only goes by 
one name, told reporters that anoth-
er 1,083 people were injured in the 
5.6 magnitude earthquake that hit 
Monday afternoon near the city of 
Cianjur. The temblor sent terrified 
residents fleeing into the streets, 
some covered in blood and debris, 
and caused buildings around the ru-
ral area to collapse. One woman told 
The Associated Press that when the 

earthquake hit, her home in Cianjur 
started “shaking like it was danc-
ing.” “I was crying and immediately 
grabbed my husband and children,” 
said the woman, who gave her name 
only as Partinem. The house col-
lapsed shortly after she escaped with 
her family. “If I didn’t pull them out 
we might have also been victims,” 
she said, gazing over the pile of con-
crete and timber rubble. (Agencies)

NEW YORK:  The United States and 
its allies strongly condemned North 
Korea’s recent test of a suspect-
ed intercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) during an emergency meet-
ing of the United Nations Security 
Council. However, the Security Coun-
cil did not take any action in response 
to North Korea’s recent moves due to 
opposition from Russia and China. 
On Sunday, North Korea’s foreign 
minister called UN Secretary Gener-
al Antonio Guterres a “puppet” of the 
US for joining in on condemning mis-
sile tests. “The DPRK (Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea) is acting 
with impunity in the face of the Secu-

rity Council’s inaction,” read a joint 
statement delivered by US ambassa-
dor to the UN, Linda Thomas-Green-
field, and signed by 14 countries. 
Earlier in the meeting, the US circu-
lated a proposed presidential state-
ment a step below a legally binding 
resolution  condemning the missile 
launches and calling for North Korea 
to abide by current UN sanctions in 
place banning Pyongyang from car-
rying out ballistic missile and nucle-
ar tests. North Korea has carried out 
an unprecedented number of missile 
tests this year, amid fears it is prepar-
ing to test a nuclear weapon for the 
first time since 2016. (Agencies)

Indonesia quake death toll rises to 268;  
151 still missing

Russia, China block UNSC action  
over North Korea tests

PM Shehbaz to leave for Turkiye on Thursday

Fire kills 38 in China
BEIJING: Thirty-eight people were 
killed and two were injured after a 
fire at a plant in central China, state 
media said Tuesday, citing local au-
thorities. The fire broke out at a plant 
in Anyang City in Henan Province on 
Monday afternoon, news agency Xin-
hua reported. State media said rescue 
services first received reports of a fire 
at 4:22 pm (0822 GMT) at Kaixin-
da Trading Co., Ltd. “After receiving 
the alarm, the municipal fire rescue 
detachment immediately dispatched 
forces to the scene,” CCTV reported. 
“Public security, emergency response, 
municipal administration, and power 
supply units rushed to the scene at 
the same time to carry out emergen-
cy handling and rescue work,” it said, 
adding the fire was extinguished by 
around 11 pm local time. 
Footage from the scene shared by 
state media showed thick plumes of 
black smoke from the fire, with at 
least two trucks in position to battle 
the flames. Another video showed the 
charred hull of the building after the 
fire was extinguished. In addition to 
the dead, two were sent to hospital 
with injuries that were not life-threat-
ening, the state-run People’s Daily 
said. Authorities said “criminal sus-
pects” had been taken into custody in 
connection with the fire, but did not 
provide further details. 
No reason has been given for the 
cause of the blaze. Industrial acci-
dents are common in China due to 
weak safety standards and corruption 
among officials tasked with enforcing 
them. (Agencies)
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Mehmood Khan says providing free education through IEC is revolutionary step

Tribal Jirga warns of blocking Pak-Afghan highway against FATA merger

Wapda issues water position in rivers, dams, barrages 

Long march looses luster in Punjab;  
leaves PTI leadership unnerved: Ikhtair Wali 

Haleem Adil Sheikh gets transit bail from PHC

Cold, dry weather to prevail in KP

* Staff Reporter*
PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan has 
said that it is a revolutionary decision 
to provide free education to male and 
female students studying in the gov-
ernment colleges through the Insaf 
Education Card. Expressing his dis-
pleasure over the delay in approv-
ing the relevant staff , completion 
of government projects including 
schools, colleges and hospitals, the 
Chief Minister has directed to send 
such projects within a week so that 
they are completed. There should be 
timely deployment of staff in the es-
tablished institutions and the people 
should benefit from them. The Chief 
Minister also strictly implement the 
e-tendering policy to make the oper-
ations of the National Construction 

Departments more transparent. He 
was addressing the provincial cabi-
net meeting chaired by him here in 
the cabinet room. Cabinet members, 
Chief Secretary, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Senior Member Board of 
Revenue and Administrative Secre-
taries attended the meeting. Briefing 
the media about the decisions taken 
in the cabinet, Provincial Minister for 
Higher Education Kamran Bangash 

and Special Assistant to the Chief 
Minister for Information and Public 
Relations Barrister Muhammad Ali 
Saif said that after the Insaf Health 
Facilitation Card, the Insaf Educa-
tion Card is the second flagship proj-
ect of the provincial government. He 
said that the Provincial Government 
has directed the Environment De-
partment to include schedule of the 
Environment Protection Act 2014.

PESHAWAR: The All Qabail Loya 
Jirga on Tuesday threatened to 
block Pak-Afghan Highway from 
next Friday in a protest against 
merger of tribal districts in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The protesting camp 
of the tribal people against merger 
of FATA areas continued for the 
second day at By-pass in Jamrud 
tehsil of Khyber district wherein 
tribal elders and representatives of 
anti-FATA merger movement were 

present. Tribal elders including 
Malik Muhammad Hussain Afridi, 
Sardar Asghar Afridi, Daud Qa-
bailistani, Malik Abdul Zahir Koki-
khel, Dilbar Khan, Afrasiyab Afridi, 
Sher Bahadur Afridi while address-
ing the protesting camp said the 
FATA merger was against the will 
of the tribal people that was unac-
ceptable. Our resources and miner-
als were occupied and illegal taxes 
being collected from the area. The 

speakers said through the FATA 
merger the number of National As-
sembly and Senate seats has been 
lessened adding that FATA area 
must be given a status of the prov-
ince according to their customs 
and traditions. They said under a 
planned policy, the tribal people 
were being deprived of their due 
rights and made underprivileged 
adding this discrimination will not 
be accepted. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Water & Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) has re-
leased the position of the river inflows 
and outflows at Tarbela, Mangla and 
Chashma along with the reservoirs 
levels and the barrages for today 
(Tuesday). According to a spokesman 
of the authority inflows and outflows 
in Indus River was 25400 cusecs and 
42000 cusecs while inflows and out-
flows in Kabul River at Nowshera was 
11800 cusecs and 11800 cusecs while 
at Khairabad Bridge inflows and out-
flows in this river was 19400 cusecs 
and 19400. In Jehlum River at Mang-
la (inflows 10700 cusecs and outflows 
22000 cusecs), Chenab at Marala (in-
flows 7700 cusecs and outflows 2000 
cusecs) respectively. In Jinnah Bar-
rage, inflows was 51800 cusecs and 
outflows 45800 cusecs), Chashma 

(inflows: 48100 cusecs and outflows 
51000 cusecs), Taunsa (inflows 48000 
cusecs and outflows 39100 cusecs), 
Guddu (inflows 40400 cusecs and out-
flows 33200 cusecs, Sukkur (inflows 
33100 cusecs and outflows 13100 
cusecs), Kotri (inflows 21700 cusecs 
and outflows 7200 cusecs), Trimmu 
(inflows 5500 cusecs and outflow Nil 
cusecs), in Panjnad, inflows was 6700 
cusecs and while outflows zero cusecs. 
Tarbela Dam was operating at 1515.36 
feet against the minimum operating 
level 1398 feet, maximum conserva-
tion level 1550 feet, live storage for to-
day (Tuesday) was estimated at 3.950 
million acre feet (MAF). Mangla: Min-
imum operating level 1050 feet, pres-
ent level 1142.60 feet, maximum con-
servation level 1242 feet, live storage 
today 1.497 MAF. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Muslim 
League-N Khyber Pakthunkhwa 
spokesman and member provincial 
assembly, Ikhtair Wali Khan said on 
Tuesday that poor participation of 
people in the long march in Punjab 
province has unnerved the Pakistan 
Tahrik e Insaf leadership including 
Imran Khan. Addressing party work-
ers at Risalpur in Nowshera district, 
Ikhtair Wali Khan said that people of 
Punjab had rejected the aimless long 
march of PTI and kept distance from 
it due to negative politicking of Imran 
Khan. He said PTI leadership was now 
desperately looking towards Khyber 
Pakthunkhwa where even PTI work-
ers were reluctant to join the Novem-
ber 26 long march at Rawalpindi. He 
said the historic verdict of Election 

Commission of Pakistan in Tosha Kha-
na case had exposed the corrupt prac-
tices of Imran Khan. The PMLN leader 
said Imran Khan was being pushed to 
a narrow street by the vested elements 
in PTI ranks and advised him to wait 
for 2023 elections. He said Imran 
Khan despite his nearly four years rule 
had neither fulfilled his promise of 
converting the Prime Minister’s house 
to a university nor provided jobs to 10 
million people, adding Imran’s claims 
to construct five million houses for 
poor people were also not material-
ized. Instead of focusing on rehabilita-
tion of millions of flood victims in KP 
and Punjab where Imran Khan’s party 
was ruling, he said the PTI Chief had 
used all his energies in agitation poli-
tics and long marches. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High 
Court (PHC) on Tuesday granted 
transit bail to PTI leader and Opposi-
tion Leader in Sindh Assembly Hal-
eem Adil Sheikh until December 13. 
The PTI leader had approached PHC 
for transit bail in different cases reg-
istered against him in Sindh. Read 
more: Sindh police raid Haleem Adil 
Sheikh’s house The PHC judge ap-
proved bail till December 13 and ad-
journed the further proceedings. Yes-
terday, the Sindh High Court (SHC) 
barred police, the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) and Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) from taking 

any ‘illegal’ action against PTI leader 
and Opposition Leader in Sindh As-
sembly Haleem Adil. PTI leader’s son 
Ahsan Sheikh moved SHC against the 
police raid at his house, last week. It 
may be noted, Sindh police surround-
ed, and trespassed Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Haleem Adil 
Sheikh’s home, spokesperson Haleem 
Adil said. According to the spokesper-
son, the police broke into and entered 
the PTI leader’s house twice without 
warrants. The police raided the PTI 
leader’s house with 15 mobiles, civ-
il dress and women policepersons. 
(Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Tuesday 
predicted that mainly cold and dry 
weather is expected in most districts 
of the province, while very cold in the 
hilly areas during the next 24 hours. It 
said that shallow fog in isolated pock-
ets is also likely to occur over Swa-
bi, Mardan, Nowshera, Charsadda, 

Peshawar and D.I. Khan districts, as 
well as on Peshawar to Swabi Motor-
way during late night/ morning hours. 
During the last 24 hours cold and dry 
weather occurred in the province, 
while very cold in hilly areas. The 
maximum and minimum tempera-
tures recorded at different stations of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. (APP)
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of land disputes

Four injured

Balochistan students brief on  
Gandhara Civilization at Peshawar Museum

Rs4.5b project for rehabilitation of roads, water, 
sanitation in flood hit districts prepared

Inter-college speech, essay writing  
competition held at Girls College Dabgri

PESHAWAR: Dr Jibran Umar Ayub 
Khan has stood first amongst the 
appeared candidates of the Institute 
of Health Professions education & 
Research, Peshawar in the Master 
of Health Professions Education 
(MHPE) Programme session Fall 
2018 by securing a CGPA of 3.48. 
The examination was conducted 
under the auspices of Khyber Medi-
cal University (KMU) Peshawar. Dr 
Jibran Umar Ayub Khan is the son 
of a renowned health practitioner, 
Dr Umar Ayub Khan. He has at-
tributed his success to the prayers 
of his parents and well-wishers. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Commissioner Mal-
akand, Shaukat Ali Yousafzai has 
directed the district administration to 
take measures for sustainable solu-
tion of disputes relating to ownership 
of land. He issued these directives 
during a high level meeting of deputy 
commissioners of Malakand, Lower 
Dir, Bajaur and Mohmand districts 
at Saidu Sharif here Tuesday. Depu-
ty Commissioner Malakand Muham-
mad Arif Khan Yousafzai, Deputy 
Commissioner Bajaur Fahad Wazir, 
Assistant Commissioner Mohmand 
Sajjad Afridi, District Police Officer, 
Bajaur Samad Khan and SP Investiga-
tion Lower Dir Mushtaq also attended 
the meeting. The meeting was also in-
formed about efforts made by district 
administrations relating to possible 
solution of land disputes. Chairing the 
meeting, the Commissioner directed 
the deputy commissioners to speed 
up their efforts in this connection on 
priority basis so that these long stand-
ing problems can be solved accord-
ing to facts. He directed to provide 
updates to the Commissioner Office 
about efforts made by local admin-
istration and local jirgas held in this 
regard. The Commissioner said that 
efforts should be made for solutions 
which are acceptable to all and added 
that resolution of boundary disputes 
is vital for maintaining peace and har-
mony in the area. (APP)

PESHAWAR: At least four people 
including a woman and children 
were injured when a carry van 
(dabba) fell into a deep ravine near 
Silhad Forest check post in Abbot-
tabad. Abbottabad Rescue 1122 
informed on Tuesday that a van, 
carrying five passengers to Abbot-
tabad fell into a ravine while tak-
ing a sharp turn. The Rescue 1122 
said that the cause of the mishap 
was over-speeding. Four people 
including a woman and three chil-
dren, whose identity was not as-
certained, were retrieved from the 
wreckage and shifted to DHQ Ab-
bottabad. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The students from 
different colleges and universities 
of Balcohstan province visited the 
historic Peshawar Museum, Sethi 
House, and GorKathri where they 
took a keen interest in its ancient ar-
chitecture and artifacts of Gandhara 
civilization including the founder 
of Buddhism, Lord Buddha. The 
30-member delegation visited these 
historical sites of Peshawar under 
the Youth Exchange Program. They 
were briefed about senior officials 
of the Culture and Tourism Author-
ity and the Department of Sports, 
Culture and Youth Affairs. 
The students were informed that 
Peshawar Museum was established 
some 150 years back on SherShah 
Suri Road and has over 30,000 an-
tiques of Gandhara civilization at-
tracting tourists, archeologists, his-
torians, Buddhists, and monks from 
across the world. Tahir Orakzai, 
secretary of culture, sports, tourism, 
and archeology informed the stu-
dents that it was the lone museum 
of Gandhara Art in the world that 
houses a complete life story of the 
founder of Buddhism, Lord Buddha. 
He said renovation and conservation 
work of the Peshawar Museum’s 
building was recently completed 
without compromising on its origi-
nal architecture. Later, the students 

visited the historic Sethi House 
where a museum was established. 
Sethi House Peshawar is a histor-
ical building of the British era that 
had a unique architectural value and 
eye-catching wood craftsmanship. 
The students took a keen interest 
in the house’s rare woodwork along 
with architectural designs of Mus-
lim art and Central Asia reminisced 
tourists of the past’s glory after vis-
iting this architectural masterpiece 
constructed by the wealthy Sethi 
family in 1886. 
Inspired by the Muslims and ver-
nacular architecture of Bukhara Uz-
bekistan, the Sethi family associated 
with international trade construct-
ed the masterpiece after migrating 
from Jehlum Punjab to Peshawar in 
the early 19th century at Mohallah 
Sethian where about seven Havelis 
were built in almost the same style, 
signifying an affluent Sethis estheti-
cism passion. 
Built by Sethi Karim Bakhsh, Sethi 
House is spread over 33 marlas hav-
ing three portions including a base-
ment, courtyard, and the first floor 
its construction was started in 1835, 
and finally completed after 49 years 
in 1884. Sethi House’s conservation 
was achieved under the Cultural 
Heritage Trail Project(CHTP) in Pe-
shawar. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The local bodies de-
partment has prepared Rs4.5 bil-
lion projects for rehabilitation of 
roads, water and sanitation schemes 
in flood hit districts of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. The project would be 
executed at D I Khan, Tank, Swat, 
Chitral, Charsadda and Nowshera 
district where focus would be made 
on restoration of infrastructure, wa-
ter and sanitation projects, officials 

in local bodies department told APP. 
Tehsils Municipal Administration in 
the respective districts would be in-
volved for smooth execution of the 
project. Besides 12 others depart-
ments, he said that local bodies ser-
vices were largely affected in flood 
hit districts. He said the project has 
been shared with government au-
thorities and practical work would 
start soon. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Speech and essay writ-
ing competitions organized between 
women’s colleges of Peshawar have 
come to an end, City Girls College 
Gulbahar won the first position in 
English speech and Bacha Khan 
Girls College won the first position 
in essay writing. The special guests 
of the ceremony were Additional Di-
rector Zubia Qamar. While Professor 
Ghazala Yusuf and Ghazala Ruhi 
who performed the duties of judges, 
Professor Jalis Fatima and Principal 
Dr. Hamira Shah of Girls Degree Col-
lege, Daggari was also present, who 
gave trophies and certificates to the 
students who took positions. In the 
competition, students from 12 other 
colleges, including Frontier College, 

City Girls College, Gulbehar, Bacha 
Khan College, Hayatabad Girls Col-
lege, along with Girls’ Degree Col-
lege, Daggari, participated fully and 
showed their skills. In essay writing, 
Girls College Bachakhan stood first, 
Girls College Mathura stood sec-
ond and Girls College City Gulbara 
stood third. The new generation was 
made aware of their losses through 
speeches related to the corruption 
of girls. On this occasion, the special 
guest Additional Director Zubia Qa-
mar addressed the students and said 
that you are the better future of this 
country and in the development and 
prosperity of this country. We have 
to play our key role, we have to look 
towards the young generation.

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 228.75 231

China Yuan 31.28 31.53

Japanese Yen 1.68 1.72

Saudi Riyal 63.2 63.8

U.A.E Dirham 65.3 65.9

UK Pound 278.7 281.5

Euro 242 244

Australian Dollar 147.64 148.89

Canadian Dollar 166.21 167.56

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
145500 

Rs. 
133374 

Rs. 
127313 

Rs. 
109125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
124700 

Rs. 
114308 

Rs. 
109113 

Rs.  
93525

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12470 

Rs.  
11431 

Rs.  
10911 

Rs.  
9353

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
353500 

Rs. 
324039 

Rs. 
309313 

Rs. 
265125
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The COP 27 World Conference held in Egypt recently agreed 
to establish an international fund to help countries affected 
by environmental disasters caused by climate change. The 
funds would be utilized to redress 134 countries including Pa-
kistan badly affected by climate change. Islamabad declared 
it a great diplomatic success, because our country has faced 
the most destruction, due to stormy rains and floods. Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto and 
Environment Minister Dr. Sherry Rehman played the most im-
portant role by contacting world leaders and talking to them 
about the destruction in Pakistan. And that’s why the United 
Nation held an international conference at Sharm el-Sheikh 
in Egypt. Though the moot failed to take any decision on the 
problem-the emission of carbon dioxide emitted in large quan-
tities from the factories of industrialized countries, however, it 
helped to set up to compensate the losses of the affected coun-
tries and an interim committee has been formed  to implement 
it. The committee will set rules and regulations for redressing 
the losses of countries affected by climate change and make 
recommendations for finding new and additional sources of 
funding.  Prevention of carbon dioxide is actually the most 
necessary measure to prevent global warming. However, some 
countries are not ready to cooperate in this regard. PM She-
hbaz Sharif has welcomed the establishment of a global fund 
as the first step towards environmental justice in the world, 
but has expressed regret over the failure to make urgent prog-
ress to stop carbon emissions.  The reality is that unless in-
dustrialized countries focus on carbon mitigation. The world 
will not be safe from environmental disasters. It is promising 
that those who are fighting climate disasters and impacts, but 
without stopping the root cause, carbon emissions, the world 
cannot be protected. Pakistan’s efforts are commendable, due 
to which countries affected by environmental disasters will be 
compensated for their losses.

Environmental Assistance Fund

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
is perhaps the only country on the 
globe that had to formulate not one 
but four constitutions (1956, 1962, 
1972, 1973). Ayub Khan’s 1962 ver-
sion was centred around him which 
was imposed on the nation. It died 
with his exit in March 1969 to be 
replaced by a new Legal Frame-
work Order (LFO). To move out of 
the martial law setup, the 1972 in-
terim document was en acted. The 
journey of constitutional rule can be 
reviewed in three phases, The initial 
struggle (1947 to 1956), the era of 
derailment (1958 to 1972), and the 
struggle for implementation (1973 
but ongoing). Despite being a con-
sensual agreement between the rul-
ers and the ruled, there are elements 
within the state who refuse to accept 
it. Despite promises of much-needed 
change, the ground realities remain 
un changed. The inertia is mind-bog-
gling. In the words of my friend Dr 
Moeed Yousaf the former Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) 
we come up with the required plans 
which get stalled during implemen-
tation for rea sons unknown. The-
oretical frameworks exist but the 
ap plication is missing. The Asian 
Tigers emerged once they were able 
to remove these roadblocks. Re-
cently the Police refused to register 
a First Informa tion Report (FIR) as 
desired by Imran Khan the Ex-Prime 
Minister (PM). Under Section 154 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
the Station House Officer (SHO) is 
duty-bound to record and register 

complaints of the aggrieved person, 
but not in the land of the pure. In Is-
rael, even the sitting PM was being 
investigated by the Police. Benjamin 
Netan yahu had to appear before in-
vestigators to answer ques tions. The 
current PM of Pakistan’s legal coun-
sel appeared before Justice Mathew 
Nicklin in London with a request for 
adjournment due to his official du-
ties. The remarks of Jus tice Nicklin 
were, “Everyone is equal before the 
law”. The proceeding of the case 
must be published to provide les-
sons for our flawed legal system. 
No one is above the law. There are 
around twenty articles covering fun-
damental human rights in the 1973 
constitution. Unfortunately, not one 
of them has been debated or deliv-
ered to the people of Pakistan. No 
man-made system or document is 
flawless, there is always room for 
improvement but before that can 
happen, compliance must take place 
to ascertain its effec tiveness. In case 
of non-compliance improvements 
cannot be incorporated. Pakistan 
has a chequered history of con-
stitution formulation. Abrogation of 
the 1956 document was a conspiracy 
against the country which laid the 
foun dations of its dismemberment. 
Every usurper that followed after 
the enactment of the 1973 version 
tried to disfigure it. Without due pro-
cess, amendments were made at will 
which was not in the public interest. 
Zia openly showed his disdain and 
threatened to tear the document and 
trash it. Musharraf never understood 

the importance of the consti tution, 
he justified his supra-constitutional 
acts for the pro tection of state in-
terests as if the two were divergent. 
An agreement between the rulers 
and the ruled has to be regu lated, 
not one to be defied at will. When 
he was tried for se dition under Arti-
cle 6, he had to flee the country. The 
electoral process has to be credible 
and foolproof which it has not been. 
In 75 years, only one election has 
been indisputable but then the crit-
ics blame it for the break-up of the 
republic. Every election since 1970 
has been disputed including the one 
held in 2018. IK’s de mand for free 
and fair elections as the way forward 
is the only viable option that should 
be adopted without delay followed 
by adherence to the 1973 document. 
Implemen tation of the constitution is 
a challenge faced by the nation de-
spite its enactment by a genuinely 
elected parliament around four de-
cades ago. The Islamic Republic of 
Paki stan is a constitutional democra-
cy. The Constitution must be consid-
ered supreme with no detours. Those 
who cross the line must be punished 
under laid down the constitu tional 
framework. Perhaps the FIR is the 
starting point of change? The SHO 
Wazirabad has a historic opportunity 
that should not be missed in the best 
national interests. The rule of law 
must prevail over the power of the 
gun. There can be no compromise 
on the constitution.

Courtesy The Nation
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Respecting the constitution
— By Dr Farid A Malik

The best disaster recipe for any na-
tion requires three fundamental el-
ements of security to nosedive to 
threaten the most necessary-military 
security-of a nation-state. It is still in-
conclusive whether politics dominate 
society or society dictates its terms to 
politics but it is proven that both are 
mutually exclusive. So, we can con-
clude that national politics and soci-
ety are what ultimately get a nation 
its share in global affairs. A coherent, 
well-knit and organised society will 
result in a strong political culture, 
which is the foremost requirement of 
a strong economy and the security of 
a state. Our polarised society is vul-
nerable to hearsay and political slo-
ganeering, which are mostly aimed to 
ignite masses against political oppo-
nents. People do not cast votes here 
based on their ideology but on emo-
tions. Now, everyone is listening to 
everyone. When everyone listens to 
each other, the situation is not ripe for 
harmony. That’s why the use of social 
media is being viewed with concern 
by all, even developed nations and 
bigger democracies. US President 
expressed his concern recently and 
voices were also heard in the Indian 
parliament about the reverse effects 
of social media on governance. Ratio-
nal voices, murmuring, critique, con-
cerns and reservations of own people 
reverberates in power corridors and 
it does result in positive outcomes in 
political decisions. But propaganda, 
rhetorics, and meaningless, self-cre-
ated arguments flare the situation 
for the worst, instead of reforming. 
Armies are like honey-bee combs. 
Focused and productive, as a group, 
for security till disturbed from out-
side. Murmuring from their people 
distracts armies from their primary 
duty. A soldier standing in his bunker 
on the border is focused to watch in 
front any untoward movement and 
response to the enemy. Meanwhile, 
he is in touch with the world through 
his mobile. It is different from the 

past when every argument was con-
fined to its echo chamber due to the 
non-availability of any medium Once 
a soldier’s attention is diverted, it 
is indeed detrimental to the secu-
rity of a nation. A security breach 
is a situation which threatens the 
very existence of a nation. Bunkers, 
fortresses, ditches and minefields 
are negotiable defensive measures. 
Real defence lies in the resilience of 
a nation; the mindset with which it 
confronts any situation. The easiest 
way to breach a nation is to breach 
its thinking pattern. Create doubts 
in their minds. The human mind is 
flexible in receiving messages but 
it processes information according 
to a pattern. That processing proce-
dure if disturbed, through designed 
information, brings altogether differ-
ent results in opinion-making. Since 
there are no boundaries in the digital 
world, information is coming and go-
ing unchecked and affecting public 
opinion. Educated, organised societ-
ies are less vulnerable compared with 
societies fraught with politico-ethnic 
fissures and sectarian divides. Pa-
kistan is sandwiched between geo-
politics and internal political unrest. 
Public response to every situation is 
just like the “Bo-Kata” of Basant in 
Lahore. The Enigma of our enemy is 
we are strong enough to defend our-
selves and poor enough to feed. So, 
the easiest way to disrupt Pakistan 
is to influence public opinion for any 
unrest in society. Hence, our politics, 
combined with our culture, is vulner-
able to enemy propaganda and we 
are in the middle of the same crisis. 
Various interest groups from with-
in and outside the country are busy 
creating mistrust through rumours, 
political allegations, fake stories, par-
ody, and impersonation. The infor-
mation cloud is getting muddier and 
muddier, which is affecting opinions, 
analysis, decisions and governance.

Courtesy Daily Times

Political, Economic and Social Paralysis
— By Dr Atique Ur Rehman

Culture war
Despite the continuous propaganda 
against the FIFA World Cup’s host 
country, Qatar should be lauded for 
sticking to its values by banning al-
cohol and public displays of affection 
during the games. While the Western 
media has gone all in on trying to tar-

nish the image of the host nation by 
raising issues such as human rights 
violations, let us not forget who has 
been responsible for much of the in-
humanity in the region. From Libya 
to Yemen, the West has carved a path 
of destruction across the Middle East. 
They have no right to be lecturing Qa-

tar. Muslim countries should be proud 
of their culture and traditions and not 
buckle under the pressure of Western 
propaganda.

– Ifrah Shahbaz
– Islamabad

Children’s future
Child labour is unfortunate ly quite 
common in our coun try. Countless 
children are forced to work to support 
their families. Some of them work in 
hazardous conditions without any 

safety mea sures. Children are sup-
posed to fo cus on their education-they 
should not be working strenuous jobs 
to make ends meet. Our government 
is responsible for ensuring that chil-
dren have access to a better life. This 

can only be done when more employ-
ment opportunities are cre ated so 
that adults can earn decent money to 
support their children.
– Ratiha Ilyas
– Karachi

Letter to the Editor

A nationwide medical entry test was 
held by the relevant authorities the 
previous Sunday i.e 13th November, 
and an overwhelming number of 
aspirants took the test. Some candi-
dates would have appeared just to 
quench their parents’ thirst for the 
‘prestigious’ occupation while a very 
few, barely a cent percent, by their 
own will and passion to become doc-
tors. This is not an alarming concern; 
rather the provoking issue is the in-
ept governance, which I will discuss 
in the succeeding paragraphs that 
will grow its sour fruits in a few years 
time to follow. A staggering number 
of 46,232 candidates took the medi-
cal entry test in Khyber Pakhtunkha-
wa (KPK), some more than 80,000 
in Punjab and so forth. Seats on the 
other hand are very limited with near 
1500 in public sector medical colleges 
in K.P.K and approximately 3000 for 
Punjab. These statistics are to give 
you a clue about the ever-soaring 
number of doctors that graduate ev-
ery year. Albeit the patient to doctor 
ratio is relatively high in the region, 
the government job vacancies for the 
graduated doctors is intensively low. 
To add to the miseries of the gradu-
ated doctors, government announces 
either an inauguration of a private 
medical college every now and then, 
or an increment in the seats of MBBS 
or BDS, which further adds fuel to the 
fire. Though this step of inauguration 
of new medical colleges subscribes 
to the wishes of the general public, 
the far reaching impacts of unem-
ployment that has to follow is never 
kept in notice, either due to the lack 
of vision or to get the popular support 
for the vote bank, which is heinous-
ly unethical. There is a substantial 
disparity between the number of 

doctors produced per annum and 
the jobs available for them, which 
marks an inevitable vicious cycle. 
This maladministration has severe 
repercussions. First and the foremost 
is the prevailing trend of Pakistan’s 
newly graduated doctors fleeing the 
country in an anticipation of a better 
future vis-à-vis a job and a handsome 
pay. Keeping in perspective various 
insecurities rooted from the bad gov-
ernance, hundreds of young talented 
doctors despite of paying back to the 
mother-country, depart at the cli-
max. Departure of such capable and 
refined lot has manifestations to in-
tensify not only the prevailing health 
issues, but also the lack of faith in the 
government and its institutions. Sec-
ond in the never ending list of such 
snags is the strategic shift in the na-
ture for which doctors are produced 
in the country versus a few decades 
ago. Previously, about some decades 
ago, when this occupation was ac-
tually worth the hype, was when 
doctors graduated to cure the miser-
ies of the nation. The prevailing cir-
cumstances are the otherwise as the 
doctors are a product of a business. 
With the massive number of private 
medical colleges inaugurated, state is 
manoeuvring this sacred task of pro-
ducing doctors into a business. The 
same doctors charge loads of money 
when themselves at helm. Well aware 
of the fact that job opportunities are 
egregiously limited for the doctors, 
the state values the business-nature 
of this affair more. Third, last in the 
list but not the least, implication is 
the switching of profession, which is 
the least noted. After years of blood 
and sweat and sleepless nights spent 
to one day cure the diseased, the last 
thing a doctor would want to confront 

is the switching of the profession for 
the sake of solely to make the ends 
meet. There are an appreciable num-
ber of such precedents. With more 
than 140 active medical colleges pro-
ducing doctors, and their unplanned 
future by the state, this is a bound-to-
happen event. With the yearly-usual 
event of bulking the fees of the pri-
vate medical colleges as well as the 
self-finance, the stake holders are 
worsening the crisis. This makes this 
degree more a purchase and less a 
token of meritocracy. Hence, already 
surrounded by the wealth, these stu-
dents become doctors for the title and 
prestige. Class-conflict and monopo-
ly of the money prevails, justice for 
merit dies. The government of Paki-
stan in general, and of the provinces 
in particular, needs to underscore 
this emergency. Issuing health cards 
and announcing free health policies 
would not cater all the health related 
issues. Losing a colossal proportion 
of self-made talent is the worse possi-
ble happening for a developing state 
to undergo, the aftermath of which is 
horrible. The leadership, under the 
ambit of the law, should take radical 
steps to rejuvenate this sacred occu-
pation as a symbol of merit and value. 
Enchanting incentives for the doctors 
should be made prevalent to atten-
uate the complication of the foreign 
occupation. In this weak phase of 
our history, where our country is al-
ready trouble-stricken, Pakistan can 
not afford this predicament. To stay 
aloof of these health departments’ ag-
gravations, the concerned governing 
bodies should identify all the mala-
dies and workout remedies.

Courtesy Pakistan Today

Unhealed Complications of doctors
— By Asad Marwat
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PTI withdraws plea seeking permission  
to hold rally in Islamabad

PM felicitates Kazakhstan’s President on re-election

Digital dictionary of pakistani languages on cards

ECP announces LG polls  
in Karachi, Hyderabad on Jan 15

Climate change to cause dengue outbreaks  
in non-vulnerable high-altitude areas: Study

Youth can play a pivotal role in boosting  
Pakistan-China’s friendship

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) has withdrawn its 
plea seeking permission to hold rally 
in Islamabad. The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Tuesday heard a pe-
tition of PTI seeking permission to 
hold a sit-in and hold a rally. During 
the hearing, the lawyer requested 
to withdraw the petition, which was 
accepted by Chief Justice Aamer Fa-
rooq. It is pertinent to mention here 
that the PTI leadership decided to 
stage a sit-in at Faizabad Chowk in 
Rawalpindi and the PTI leaders have 
filed an appeal to the administration 
for security. Earlier, the district ad-
ministration of Rawalpindi and law 
enforcing institutions have suggest-
ed to change the venue of PTI sit-in. 
As per sources, PTI wants to stage 
a sit-in near Faizabad, Rawalpindi 

administration and law enforcement 
agencies have proposed to bring the 
venue of PTI’s sit-in to Allama Iqbal 
Park. PTI Rawalpindi leaders sought 
more time to consult on the change of 
venue. Meanwhile, security of sensi-
tive buildings and Pakistan-England 
cricket series are likely to be affect-
ed due to PTI’s sit-in in Rawalpindi 
on November 26. Team England will 
reach Islamabad on November 26. 
The sources also revealed that PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan will arrive 
in Rawalpindi by helicopter, secu-
rity arrangements from helicopter 
to stage are also being reviewed. 
There are also very important instal-
lations near Faizabad in Rawalpindi, 
the Rawalpindi administration has 
informed the PTI leaders of all the 
concerns. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday extended 
felicitations to President of Ka-
zakhstan Kassym-Jamort Toqayev 
on his re-election in the presiden-
tial polls. “I extend my heartiest 
congratulations to H.E. President 
Kassym-Jamort Toqayev on his vic-
tory in Kazakhstan’s presidential 
elections,” he posted on his Twitter 

handle. Shehbaz Sharif said both 
Pakistan and Kazakhstan enjoyed 
excellent brotherly relations and he 
looked forward to working with the 
Kazakh president to further deepen 
them. Kazakh President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev secured a second 
term in a snap election on Sunday, 
winning 81.3 percent of the vote. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan academy of 
Letters (PAL) has initiated work on 
the national level project of com-
piling a first ever comprehensive 
digital dictionary of more than 70 
Pakistani languages. The project 
has been approved by the relevant 
authorities while work on collec-
tion of resource material has been 
started. “The idea of compiling this 
dictionary is to create a dictionary 
of different Pakistani languages to 
keep these languages alive for the 

future generations”, Co-coordina-
tor of the project, Asim Butt said 
while talking to APP. He said that 
there are over 80 regional languag-
es of Pakistani while those having 
script have been included in the dic-
tionary. The dictionary will provide 
meanings of a single word in differ-
ent Pakistani languages which is a 
unique idea. Initially the dictionary 
will be launched digitally however 
it will be published in print form in 
the next stage, he added. (APP)

KARACHI: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) has pro-
nounced the reserved verdict on 
local government (LG) elections in 
seven divisions of Hyderabad and 
Karachi which will be held on Jan-
uary 15. The verdict on the petitions 
against delay in the local bodies 
polls in Karachi and Hyderabad di-
visions was reserved by a five-mem-
ber bench of ECP headed by Chief 
Election Commissioner Sikandar 
Sultan Raja on November 15. The 
Sindh government’s request to post-
pone the elections for three months 
was rejected and the election body 
directed Sindh Police inspector gen-
eral (G) and chief secretary to pro-
vide security for the exercise. In a 
notice issued on November 16, the 
ECP said that the announcement of 

order had been set for next week. 
The time for announcing it was set 
at 10am, but it has been extended 
to 3pm. In this regard, notices had 
been issued to the Sindh chief secre-
tary, inspector general (IG) of Sindh 
Police and interior ministry secre-
tary. Heads of all the political par-
ties participating in the polls have 
also been issued a notice to attend. 
The ECP had taken up the case after 
the conduct of second phase of local 
government elections in the prov-
ince were deferred on one pretext 
or another for at least three times. 
First, elections were deferred over 
concerns such as rains and urban 
flooding. Thereafter, it was deferred 
on account of flooding in several 
parts of the province where elec-
tions were to be held. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan after re-
ceiving massive manifestations of 
spiking up global warming, the 
environmental degradation and 
shift in monsoon weather pattern 
and increased temperatures would 
face spread of dengue outbreaks in 
non-vulnerable high-altitude areas. 
A study carried out by the scientists 
and experts from the Global Change 
Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), 
Health Services Academy (HSA) 
and National Institute of Health 
(NIH) titled “Modelling the impact 
of climate change on dengue out-
breaks and future spatiotemporal 
shift in Pakistan” discussed signif-

icant impacts of climate change on 
the intensity and spread of dengue 
outbreaks. The research got pub-
lished in a leading environmental 
and health journal Environmen-
tal Geochemistry and Health. The 
much-needed research underlined 
a mix of outcomes highlighting rise 
and decline in the outbreak scenar-
ios of dengue disease. The study’s 
aim was to assess the number of 
dengue transmission suitable days 
(DTSD) in Pakistan for the baseline 
(1976–2005) and future (2006–2035, 
2041–2070, and 2071–2099) periods 
under Representative Concentra-
tion Pathway scenarios. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The youth of Pakistan 
and China have an enormous poten-
tial to boost Pakistan-China’s strong 
friendship and people-to-people rela-
tions by establishing their close coor-
dination, remarked Prime Minister’s 
Coordinator on Commerce and In-
dustries Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan. He 
made these remarks while speaking 
as chief guest at the final inter-univer-
sity speech competition ceremony or-
ganized by the Institute of Peace and 
Diplomatic Studies (IPDS) on “Know-
ing Contemporary China” at Preston 

University Islamabad. Addressing 
the audience, Rana Ihsan Afzal Khan 
said that young students must effec-
tively utilize their time, explore sev-
eral avenues for growth, and learn 
from China’s visionary leaders and 
wisdom. He also highlighted the close 
and cordial ties between the brotherly 
Pakistan and china. In her welcom-
ing remarks, Farhat Asif, President 
of IPDS, informed the audience about 
the mission of organizing the speech 
competition amongst the University 
students. (APP)

Six arrested,  
weapons recovered

Seven test positives  
for dengue

Police constable  
shot dead

Two killed

SARGODHA: Police on Tuesday 
claimed to have arrested six criminals 
and recovered narcotics and weapons. 
Policemen of different police stations 
arrested Anwar, Rizwan, Tahir, Akram 
, Sohailand Inaam besides recovering 
12 pistols,six guns,19 Kalashnikoves, 
three phones,400 liters of liquor,340-g 
hashish. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Seven more dengue 
cases were reported in Rawalpindi 
during the last 24 hours, raising the 
tally of confirmed cases to 4,719. 
District Coordinator Epidemics 
Prevention and Control(DCEPC), 
Dr Sajjad Mehmood, Tuesday said 
that 31 patients were admitted 
to the city’s allied hospitals, in-
cluding 13 to the Benazir Bhutto 
Hospital(BBH),12 to the District 
Headquarters Hospital, and six to 
the Holy Family Hospital(HFH). 
He informed that out of the total 
admitted patients, 24 were con-
firmed cases, with 18 belonging to 
Rawalpindi. Giving details of the 
punitive actions, the health officer 
added that the district administra-
tion, in collaboration with allied de-
partments, had registered 17 FIRs, 
sealed six premises, issued Chal-
lans to 16, notices to 676, and a fine 
of Rs 475,500 imposed on violations 
of anti-dengue SOPs from Novem-
ber 15 to date. During indoor sur-
veillance, Dr Sajjad informed that 
1,306 anti-dengue teams checked 
34,231 houses in the last 24 hours 
and found dengue larvae at 134 
homes. Similarly, he added that 575 
teams, during outdoor surveillance, 
inspected 15,836 spots and detect-
ed larvae at 28 places.

KARACHI: A police constable 
was shot dead by an unidentified 
accused in Clifton area on late 
Monday night. PC Abdul Rehman 
posted in Shaheen Force, was shot 
dead late Monday night in E-Street, 
Clifton, according to Clifton police. 
The body of deceased was shifted 
to hospital and further investiga-
tion was underway. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Two persons were 
killed while another suffered inju-
ries in road accident on Motorway 
(M-3) some 10kms away from tehsil 
Samundri on Tuesday. According to 
Rescue 1122, an accident occurred 
when a speeding truck while over-
taking was collided with a trailer 
truck. Consequently, two persons 
--Sajid,35, (Driver) and Adnan, 
28,(helper) were killed on the spot 
while one Rizwan s/o Shafi Muham-
mad 20, suffered injuries. (APP)

Imran Khan’s politics linked to vested interests not masses: Sherry

Unchecked residue burning, smoke emission engulfing Punjab

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry 
Rehman on Tuesday said that Imran 
Khan’s politics was linked to his own 
vested interests and not the masses 
and that was why he repeatedly re-
tracted from his narratives. In a flurry 
of tweets on her official Twitter han-
dle, the Federal Minister said that for 
the past seven months, Imran Khan 
was accusing America and the estab-
lishment of overthrowing his govern-
ment, suddenly he realized that there 

was no external or internal conspir-
acy in his government. After signing 
an agreement with an American lob-

bying firm, Imran Khan is constantly 
taking every U-turn with his narra-
tive, she said adding that apparently, 
knowing that no conspiracy was in-
volved in the no-confidence motion 
rather it was a constitutional and par-
liamentary matter. “But to take polit-
ical advantage of the opportunity, he 
put Pakistan’s international relations 
at stake. Spreading division, hatred 
and chaos in the country based on the 
false narrative of true freedom”, she 
expressed. (APP)

LAHORE: Unchecked crop resi-
due burning, smoke emitted from 
vehicles and mills, and improper 
management by the provincial gov-
ernment, land millions of Punjab 
residents in real trouble when smog 
engulfs vast tracts of the province. 
Known as a mixture of air pollutants 
– smog covers Lahore and other cities 
every year from November to March 
exposing people to serious environ-
mental degradation and health haz-
ards, complaining of fever, cough, 
headache, and body pain. Although 
the provincial authorities claim to 
be on their toes during this season 
for taking corrective measures yet 
in many areas open burning of resi-

due can be seen thus mocking these 
authorities without fear of any ac-
tion. “It seems like that there is no 
proper law enforcement mechanism 
in the province. Even when you en-
ter Lahore or leave the city through 
M-2 and M-3, you can see farmers 
burning residue without any fear,” 
stated Rashid Mahmood who vis-
ited the city last week. “As soon as 
you cross Sukheki on M-2 towards 
Lahore, you will come across an 
unwanted cloud of smoke emitted 
from agricultural land due to residue 
burning. On M-3 also, just 20 kilo-
meters from Lahore towards Multan 
and up to Jaranwala interchange, all 
was covered with smoke,” he said. 

“It becomes even harder to breathe 
if you open the window glasses of 
your vehicle.” “Who is responsible 
for these violations, where is the ad-
ministration, and why concerned de-
partment officials are not on roam to 
check this phenomenon,” he ques-
tioned and demanded from the gov-
ernment strict action such violators 
who threaten human health. The 
phenomenon of air pollution, smog, 
and resultantly contaminated water 
leads to significant environmental, 
economic, and social losses as well 
as exposing citizens to diseases like 
bronchitis, asthma, cough, allergies, 
and other serious diseases. (Agen-
cies)

Tahira Aurangzeb terms PTI’s online long march 
a ‘flop show’

HEC, UOL to organize Allama Iqbal debate  
competition for Afghan students

ThalNova power thar plant likely  
to start supplying 330 mw in December

ISLAMABAD: A senior leader of 
Pakistan Muslim League-N Tahira 
Aurangzeb Tuesday termed the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman 
Imran Khan’s so-called ‘online long 
march’ a flop show where Khan just 
wasting the time of the nation for 
the sake of his addiction to pow-
er. “Khan after failing to achieve 
his self-serving objectives through 
intimidation the national institu-
tions have resorted to a conspiracy 
against the country just to become 
prime minister again,” she criti-
cized while talking to the PTV news 
channel. She said it was unfortunate 
that PTI leadership had run a neg-
ative campaign against Pakistan’s 
armed forces, Imran Khan is the 

first prime minister in Pakistan’s 
history to have been removed from 
office through a no-confidence vote. 
She called Khan a “sick-minded 
person” and said that such a per-
son should not be allowed to roam 
freely. Replying to a question, she 
said that the one who used to call 
everyone a thief has been proven a 
thief himself, adding, his false pro-
paganda has been exposed in front 
of the public, however, he should 
not waste the time of the public. To 
another question, she said the next 
general election would be held on 
its schedule despite Khan’s threats 
and abuses, adding, his so-called 
long march will make no difference. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) in collaboration 
with the University of Lahore (UOL) 
is hosting the first-ever “Allama 
Muhammad Iqbal-Afghan Youth” 
debating competition to celebrate 
the vision and philosophy of Allama 
Muhammad Iqbal, the national poet 
of Pakistan with traditional zeal. Ac-
cording to the official sources, as per 
eligibility criteria, the candidates 
can apply if they are Afghan nation-
al student currently studying in any 
University in Pakistan under the 
“Allama Muhammad Iqbal Scholar-
ships for Afghan Students”. The stu-
dents may pick any one of the fol-
lowing topics for debates including, 
1)Can Pakistan and Afghanistan be 
good neighbors?,2) Importance of 

education for Pakistan-Afghanistan 
bilateral relations, 3) Challenges 
and Opportunities for the Future of 
Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations and 
4) Allama Muhammad Iqbal’s vision 
and philosophy on peace, progress, 
and education in Afghanistan. The 
sources further informed that the 
1st position holder will get the prize 
money of Rs. 70,000, while 2nd Posi-
tion holder Rs. 50,000 and 3rd Posi-
tion holder Rs. 35,000. However, the 
certificates will be given to all partic-
ipating students in the competition. 
The participation is only in one lan-
guage i.e.English. The participating 
students will prepare their debating 
content under the supervision of a 
mentor allocated by their respective 
university, the sources added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: ThalNova Power 
Thar plant is likely to start supply-
ing 330 MW to the national grid 
next month December which will 
jack up total electricity genera-
tion from Thar coal to 1,320 MW. 
Official sources told APP here 
Tuesday that currently 990 MW 
of electricity was being generated 
from local Thar coal. As many as 
660 MW of electricity had already 
been supplied to the National grid 
since 2019 through local Thar coal 
and the recent addition of 330 MW 
HUBCO, the generation stood at 
990 MW, they said. They said an-
other 1,320 MW Shanghi Electric 
Thar Coal Power Project under 
China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) would also added to 
the system before the next summer 
which would help double electric-
ity generation from Thar coal to 
2640 MW. 
Thar coal reserves were a blessing 
for the entire country, adding that 
as per initial estimate, the reserves 
stood 175 billion metric tons, they 
said. They said the Thar coal re-
serves spread an area of over 100 

square kilometers and had been di-
vided into 13 blocks. Currently out 
of total 13 blocks, only two blocks 
were opened and presently, three 
power plants with an accumula-
tive capacity of 990 MW had been 
operationalized on local Thar coal. 
They said coal price in the interna-
tional market had surged to $ 400 
per ton, while Thar coal would be 
available at only $ 40 per ton. Thar 
coal-based power plants would 
also help reduce the cost of elec-
tricity, they said. 
The sources said prime minister 
Shehbaz Sharif had already ap-
proved a project to link IslamKot 
(Tehsil in Thar district) to Hyder-
abad through a railway track. It 
would also play a key role in the 
effective transportation of coal in 
the country through Pakistan Rail-
ways, they added. They said trans-
mission line had already been laid 
to evacuate 2,640 MW of electricity 
from Thar coal-based power proj-
ects. However, work was being car-
ried out to lay a new transmission 
line for evacuation of power from 
future projects, they added. (APP)
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Acceptance of demand for environmental justice diplomatic victory of Pak:  Marriyum
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Tuesday said 
that acceptance of the demand for 
environmental justice at the global 
level was a major diplomatic suc-
cess of Pakistan. The establishment 
of a global fund to compensate the 
losses of countries affected by cli-
mate change was a victory for Pa-
kistan’s stance and recognition of 
its stand, she said in a statement. 
“Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
turned the deadly effects of climate 
change on developing countries and 
flood disasters in Pakistan into the 
global agenda”, she maintained. 
She said that Pakistan’s stand under 

the leadership of the prime minister 
played a decisive role in creating a 
global consensus on the issue. The 
establishment of ‘ Loss and Damage 
Fund’ will help in the rehabilitation 
of flood victims in Pakistan, she re-
marked She appreciated the United 
Nations Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres for proving to be a bene-

factor of developing countries The 
minister said the efforts of Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and 
Climate Change Minister Sherry 
Rehman played a key role in victory 
of Pakistan’s position at the global 
level. The decision to establish a 
global fund at COP-27 was a histor-
ic milestone in protecting the planet 
from the ravages of climate change, 
she said. Marriyum Aurangzeb said 
the world leaders deserve congratu-
lations and tributes for taking deci-
sive and practical steps to save the 
planet. She hoped that this global 
alliance will play an important role 
in combating the effects of climate 
change. (APP)

Training workshop  
at UAF concludes 

ANF seizes over 1953 kg 
drugs; arrests 29

DEC statement record-
ed in Toshakhana case

FAISALABAD: A two-day training 
workshop on ‘Effective Pedagogical 
Strategies for Lecturers and Assistant 
Professors’ organized by Quality En-
hancement Cell (QEC), the University 
of Agriculture Faisalabad, concluded 
here on Tuesday. Addressing the con-
cluding ceremony, UAF Vice Chancel-
lor Prof Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan said 
the UAF was taking all possible mea-
sures to enhance capacity of the fac-
ulty. He praised efforts of the QEC for 
arranging training of faculty mem-
bers on effective skills. Prof Dr Khu-
rram Jahangir Sharif, a renowned 
expert/trainer from Qatar University, 
trained 20faculty members from of 
the university, sub-campuses as well 
as from community college. Dr Irshad 
Bibi, the Deputy Director QEC, high-
lighted aims of the workshop. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) seized 1953.182 kg drugs, 
3,936 liters Hydrochloric Acid worth 
US$ 62.038 million internationally, 
arrested 29 accused including a for-
eigner, two women and impounded 
eight vehicles during last week in 29 
counter narcotics operations. The 
ANF spokesman told on Tuesday 
that the seized drugs was including 
98.200 kg Opium, 231.04 kg Hero-
in, 1528.822 kg Hashish, 89.710 kg 
Methamphetamine (Ice), 0.130 kg 
Cocaine, 0.600 kg Weed, 3.380 kg 
Clonazepam Tablets (18,000 Tabs), 
1.300 Tramadol Tablets (2200 Trama-
dol Tabs) and 3936 Liters Hydrochlo-
ric Acid (HCL). ANF Sindh recovered 
1266.400 kg drugs in six operations 
while five accused allegedly involved 
in drug smuggling were arrested and 
seized two vehicles. The seized drugs 
comprised 21 kg Opium, 160.200 kg 
Heroin, 1074.900 kg Hashish, 9.700 
kg Methamphetamine (Ice) and 0.600 
kg weed. The ANF Balochistan recov-
ered 422 kg drugs and 3936 liters Hy-
drochloric Acid (HCL) in eight opera-
tions, arrested five persons including 
a foreigner and seized a vehicle. The 
seized drugs comprised 10 kg Opium, 
65 kg Heroin, 268 kg Hashish, 79 kg 
Methamphetamine (Ice) and 3936 Li-
ters Hydrochloric Acid (HCL). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The statement of 
the District Election Commission-
er was recorded in the criminal 
proceedings against Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Imran Khan in 
a case pertaining to Toshakhana 
reference against him. Additional 
Sessions Judge Zafar Iqbal heard 
the Toshakhana reference. While 
the District Election Commissioner 
Waqas Malik appeared in the court 
and submitted an affidavit. He said 
that he has been given the authority 
to follow the Election Commission’s 
decision of November 21. Section 
190 of the Election Act has been 
given the authority to take action in 
conjunction with 167 and 173, these 
actions are related to the corrupt 
practices of Imran Khan, the Elec-
tion Commission has the authority 
to look into the disqualification of 
the member assembly on the ba-
sis of reference. Additional District 
and Sessions Judge Zafar Iqbal ad-
journed the hearing till December 
8 after recording the statement of 
the District Election Commissioner 
during the hearing of the Toshakha-
na case. (Agencies)

Transparent elections only way to avoid unrest: Asad

72 percent locomotives of Railways in functional condition

Murree admin sets up 13 facilitation centers

Gang busted; stolen vehicle, two motorcycles recovered 

Flood victims will not be left alone in cold winter: Samina 

LAHORE: General Secretary of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf and former 
federal minister Asad Umar has said 
that the nation has made up its mind 
and now the only way to avoid unrest 
in the country is free and transpar-
ent elections. Asad Umar said that 
Imran Khan is standing firm despite 
taking bullets and now the nation is 
ready to come on streets for its real 
freedom. He said that the economic 
crisis that began due to incumbent 
government’s failed policies is now 

becoming a threat to national secu-
rity. Asad Umar has further said that 
if the rulers were investing state re-
sources, time and attention in run-
ning state affairs instead of proving 
the PTI leadership to be a terrorist, 
the destruction of the economy could 
have been avoided. PTI leader said 
that their goal is to host the largest 
gathering in the history of Pakistan 
in coming days and claimed that 
people from all provinces will throng 
Rawalpindi. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Around 72 percent of 
diesel-electric locomotives of Paki-
stan Railways out of a total of 461 
are in a functional condition which 
is not sufficient to run the entire op-
erations of the department. Railways 
have 332 locomotives in a running 
condition out of a total of 461, while 
129 (28 percent) diesel-electric lo-
comotives were non-functional, an 
official in the Ministry of Railways 
told APP. Of 129 locomotives around 
41 were under normal overhauling 
schedules and maintenance. The 
official said the locomotives would 
be rolled out after routine schedule 
maintenance turn by turn. He said 
that 11 locomotives met with an 
accident on various dates and lo-
cations, and fabrication work and 
procurement of spares were under 
process for these locomotives. The 
official said that 69 DPU class die-
sel-electric locomotives were held 
up for repair and need major modifi-
cation while eight locomotives were 
temporarily deleted and under con-
demnation process due to overage. 
To a question, he said that Pakistan 
Railways was planning to procure 
as many as 25 diesel-electric loco-
motives for various shunting points 
across the country which would 
help to replace outdated locomo-
tives that to be scrapped very soon. 
The project for the procurement 
and manufacturing of 25 shunting 
locomotives would be implemented 
in three years at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 14 billion, he added. Current-
ly, he said that only 51 locomotives 

were being operated for this service 
against the 98 shunting points at 
various railway stations across the 
country. Additionally, most of the 
old locomotives would be discard-
ed due to high maintenance costs. 
He said the project was aimed at 
procuring and manufacturing 25 
shunting diesel-electric locomotives 
of 2000-2200 horsepower HP to re-
place the overage and uneconom-
ical locomotives. The official said 
the old locomotives consumed ex-
cessive fuel and in most cases, high 
horsepower locomotives were un-
der-utilized during shunting opera-
tions. He said with the addition of 
the new locomotives would enhance 
the capacity of Pakistan Railways by 
removing the bottlenecks during the 
shunting of heavy-load freight trains 
and the placement of freight loads at 
departure yards in Karachi, Lahore, 
and other places. “The role of spe-
cially designed shunting locomo-
tives was considered the backbone 
of train formation and train rake 
replacement at the platform as well 
as the removal of train rakes from 
the platform to the washing line and 
sick lines,” he added. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Murree District Ad-
ministration on the directives of 
Commissioner Rawalpindi Division 
Saqib Manan has set up 13 facili-
tation centers at different points in 
Murree to provide assistance and 
quick response in case of any emer-
gency. According to a spokesman, a 
control room had also been estab-
lished in Jinnah Hall Murree and 
the tourists in case of any emergen-
cy could contact the control room 
at 051-9269015, 051-9269016, 051-
9269018. The representatives of all 
the departments concerned would 
remain present in the control room 
which would work round the clock 
under the supervision of Assistant 
Commissioner Murree. Addition-

al Deputy Commissioner Murree 
Ahmed Hassan Ranjha informed 
that Murree District Administration 
had set up special facilitation centers 
at 13 vulnerable points to facilitate 
the tourists. Tehsil Headquarters 
Hospital, CMH Murree, and basic 
health centers had also finalized ar-
rangements for the snowfall season 
besides setting up two health camps 
at Lower Toppa and Bansra Gali for 
the convenience of the tourists, ADC 
said adding, strict action would be 
taken against the rules violators and 
those try to exploit any situation in 
Murree. He said the administration 
had finalized all the arrangements 
for the snowfall season to protect the 
tourists in Murree. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police have busted a 
car and bike-lifter gang and arrested 
its two members, including the ring-
leader and recovered a stolen Suzuki 
Carry van, two stolen motorcycles 
and other items from their posses-
sion. According to a police spokes-
man, a team under the supervision 
of SHO, Race Course Police Station 
managed to net two accused namely 
Liaquat and Ali Shah and recovered 

a stolen Suzuki Carry van and two 
motorcycles from their possession. A 
case has been registered against the 
accused while further investigations 
are underway. Superintendent of Po-
lice, Potohar said, the accomplices 
and facilitators of the accused would 
also be sent behind the bars. He said 
that the operations against the law-
breakers would be accelerated fur-
ther. (APP)

QUETTA: Senator Samina Mum-
taz Zehri on Tuesday said that with 
the advent of winter, difficulties of 
the flood victims have increased 
manifold and to overcome this, re-
habilitation of the victims may be 
accelerated on an emergency basis. 
She expressed these views during 
her visit to Uthal District Lasbela on 
the occasion of distribution of ration 
bags, tents, warm clothes, blankets, 
utensils and other essential items 
among the flood victims. “We believe 
in serving people regardless of caste, 
our aim is to serve humanity only,” 
she said adding that “We will not 
leave our brothers and sisters alone 
in this difficult time and will contin-
ue to help them as much as possible”, 

she said. During the visit, she met the 
displaced flood victims and distribut-
ed as many as 600 ration bags, 200 
tents, warm clothes, blankets, uten-
sils and other items among them. 
Senator Samina Mumtaz Zahri while 
talking to the flood victims, said we 
are trying hard to complete the res-
toration work in the flood affected 
areas as soon as possible with the 
help of Army, FC and other welfare 
organizations. It should be done as 
early as possible because the cold 
weather has started and the victims 
are still facing severe difficulties, she 
added. She said that the government 
is aware of difficulties of calamity-hit 
people and trying hard to help them 
as much as possible. (APP)

Court ends proceedings against Dar in assets case

British MP Ms. Yasmin calls on NA Speaker

Govt ensured robust legislative measures  
to strengthen NDMA 

Islamabad police ready to tackle challenging situation

ISLAMABAD: Accountability Court 
has ended proceedings against Fed-
eral Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue Ishaq Dar in an assets beyond 
means case Judge Muhammad 
Bashir remarked that after the latest 
changes in National Accountability 
Bureau’s laws, this case does not fall 
under the jurisdiction of his court 
The court also noted that it also does 
not have the authority to issue ver-
dict an on the acquittal plea. “We can 
neither announce a decision in favor 
of NAB nor can we issue a decision 
in favor of the suspect. The trial 
against Ishaq Dar ends here,” judge 
Bashir added. It merits mention 

that PML-N’s Ishaq Dar returned to 
Pakistan in late September after a 
self-exile of nearly five years after 
accountability court suspended an 
outstanding arrest warrant against 
him. Accountability court had issued 
Dar’s arrest warrant on December 
11, 2017, after he absconded from an 
assets-beyond-means case. However, 
the warrants were suspended and 
the senator was allowed a fortnight 
to surrender to the law. After his 
return, Dar was appointed Finance 
Minister to steer the country out of 
economic crisis after several party 
leaders criticized policies of Miftah 
Ismail. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Yasmin Qureshi, 
Member of Parliament (MP) from 
the House of Commons (UK)/ Co-
Chair of the All Parliamentary Group 
for Pakistan, paid a call on Nation-
al Assembly Speaker Raja Pervez 
Ashraf at Parliament House, today. 
While discussing relations between 
the two sides the Speaker remarked 
that Pakistan and UK enjoy excep-
tional bilateral and parliamentary 
ties based on mutual respect and 
mutual cooperation. He said that 
continuous interaction between leg-
islatures of both countries would 
further induce upward momentum 
in enhancing existing cooperation in 
diverse sectors. While commenting 
on the parliamentary cooperation 
between the two sides, the Speaker 
shared “Pakistan-UK Parliamentary 
Friendship Group is very vibrant and 
playing its active role in strengthen-

ing bilateral relations”. Moreover, 
high-level parliamentary exchang-
es would further augment relations 
between the two sides. Speaker also 
expressed gratitude to the UK parlia-
ment, its government, and particu-
larly the Pakistani diaspora for their 
timely support during floods, contin-
uously raising the issue of Kashmir, 
cancellation of the international debt 
of Pakistan in the wake of recent 
climate-induced catastrophe in the 
country, and on all other matters of 
bilateral concern. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has ensured robust legisla-
tive amendments to strengthen the 
National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) for its efficient 
working in various disasters and 
natural calamities over the past five 
years. The NDMA has implement-
ed effective management of multi-
ple man-made and climate-induced 
disasters including heavy rains, 
snowfall, flash floods, hill torrents, 
glacial lake outburst floods, urban 
flooding, tropical cyclones, and 
earthquakes in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK), Balochistan and 
Gilgit Baltistan, an NDMA official 
told APP. He added that in addition, 
the NDMA was intimately involved 
in responding to two major nation-
al and international emergencies, 
locusts and COVID-19. The steps 
taken by the government to make 
the NDMA more functional includ-

ed amendments to NDMA Act and 
Subsuming of ERRA into NDMA. 
During the 5th National Disaster 
Management Conference (NDMC) 
held under the chairmanship of the 
Prime Minister on March 28, 2018, 
subsuming of ERRA into NDMA 
and subsequent amendments to 
NDMA Act 2010 were approved, 
he added. The process involved 
some legal aspects that were being 
addressed whereas being a manda-
tory requirement, so far, the Pro-
vincial Assemblies of Balochistan 
and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa had also 
passed a resolution in terms of Ar-
ticle 144. Moreover, consequently, 
a draft summary for the CCLC was 
submitted to the Prime Minister, be-
ing Minister Incharge of NDMA, for 
approval. The enhanced structure of 
NDMA would improve the overall 
performance of the Authority, the 
NDMA official said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar 
Nasir Khan has said that the Islam-
abad police is determined to ensure 
the protection of the lives and prop-
erty of citizens and to tackle any 
law and order situation in the city. 
During his visit to different areas of 
the city, the IGP met with the duty 
officials of ICT Police, FC, and Pak 
Rangers and appreciated their per-
formance, said a police public rela-
tions officer. 
IGP Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir said 
that all the personnel were doing 
their duties with dedication and full 
commitment and they were alert to 
thwart any untoward situation in the 
city. He further said that the stan-
dard of accommodation, quality of 

food, and other facilities have been 
improved and senior officers are 
monitoring personally all arrange-
ments on daily bases. “Islamabad 
Capital police are the best profes-
sional force and he is proud of its 
achievements. It always protected 
the lives and property of citizens 
and its personnel even sacrificed 
their lives in the line of duty” the 
IGP maintained. He said the protec-
tion of the life and property of cit-
izens was the prime responsibility 
of Islamabad police and “we always 
overcame all challenges related to 
crime, law and order and security 
with the help of citizens. We always 
fulfilled our legal obligations and 
will continue to do so,” he added. 
(APP)
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Oil rises after Saudis deny report of OPEC+ supply increase
SINGAPORE CITY: Oil prices rose 
slightly in early Asian trade on Tues-
day, a day after Saudi Arabia denied 
a media report that it was discussing 
an increase in oil supply with OPEC 
and its allies. Brent crude futures 
rose 17 cents, or 0.2%, to $87.62 by 
0007 GMT. U.S. West Texas Interme-
diate (WTI) crude futures for Jan-
uary began trading Tuesday, rising 
7 cents, or 0.1%, to $80.11 a barrel. 
Both benchmarks had plunged by 
more than $5 a barrel in the previous 
session after the Wall Street Journal 

(WSJ) reported an increase of up to 
500,000 barrels per day will be con-
sidered at the OPEC+ meeting on 
Dec. 4. Prices rebounded quickly in 
full after Saudi Arabian energy minis-
ter Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman said 

the kingdom is sticking with output 
cuts and not discussing a potential 
oil output increase with other OPEC 
oil producers, state news agency SPA 
reported, denying the WSJ report. 
The Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and its allies 
(OPEC+) recently cut production 
targets and the energy minister of de 
facto leader Saudi Arabia was quoted 
this month as saying the group will 
remain cautious on oil production be-
cause of uncertainty about the global 
economy. (Agencies)

Wheat slips on Black 
Sea supplies, US winter 

crop in focus

SINGAPORE: Chicago wheat edged 
lower on Tuesday, with ample supplies 
from the Black Sea region adding pres-
sure on prices, although concerns over 
dryness across US winter crop areas 
curbed losses. Soybeans slid on con-
cerns over demand from top importer 
China, which is facing rising number of 
COVID-19 cases. “US hard red winter 
wheat areas will continue dry biased 
and warming this week will attempt to 
stimulate new plant development in the 
southern Plains,” said Terry Reilly, se-
nior analyst with Futures International. 
The most-active wheat contract on the 
Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT) slid 
0.2% to $8.16-1/2 a bushel, as of 0429 
GMT. Soybeans lost 0.1% to $14.36 a 
bushel and corn gained 0.1% at $6.64 
a bushel. The US Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) on Monday rated 32% 
of the US winter wheat crop in good to 
excellent condition, unchanged from 
the previous week, while analysts on 
average had expected a 1-point im-
provement. The wheat ratings are the 
lowest for this time of the year in USDA 
records dating to 1986. A year ago, 44% 
of the winter wheat crop was rated 
good to excellent. The newly planted 
crop has struggled with dry conditions 
as 75% of the US winter wheat produc-
tion area is experiencing drought, ac-
cording to the government. EU wheat 
mixed with exports in focus Russian 
wheat prices fell last week amid an ex-
tension of the Black Sea deal allowing 
Ukrainian grain shipments, analysts 
said on Monday. Prices for Russian 
wheat with 12.5% protein content and 
for supply from Black Sea ports in De-
cember were at $314 a tonne free on 
board (FOB) on Friday evening, down 
$3.5 from a week earlier, the IKAR ag-
riculture consultancy said in a note. 
Tightened COVID-19 rules in China 
fuelled worries over the global eco-
nomic outlook and demand for com-
modities. Beijing warned it was facing 
its most severe test of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Traders also worried about 
a potential year-end US rail strike, af-
ter workers at the largest rail union 
voted against a tentative contract deal 
reached in September. Winter crops in 
most of Europe were off to a good start, 
helped by historically warm weather 
and sufficient moisture, but a lack of 
rain is prompting concern in the south-
ern region, the European Union’s crop 
monitor MARS said on Monday. Com-
modity funds were net buyers of CBOT 
soybean, soymeal and soyoil futures 
contracts on Monday and net sellers of 
corn and wheat futures, traders said. 
(Agencies)

Asian shares mostly down on concerns China  
may resume strict COVID curbs

Rupee continues to get dragged by US dollar

PSX manages marginal gains

Penguin scraps $2.2b publishing merger with rival

HONG KONG: Asian shares were 
on the defensive on Tuesday as a 
COVID-19 resurgence in China in-
creased concerns that Beijing may 
reimpose strict pandemic curbs and 
that further restrictions could cause 
supply chain disruptions. The dollar 
pulled back from strong overnight 
gains on Tuesday while oil took a 
pause from Monday’s retreat. The 
broader Asia-Pacific index ex-Ja-
pan (.MIAPJ0000PUS) lost 0.25% 
in early trade, while China’s bench-
mark dipped 0.13%. Hong Kong’s 
benchmark index (.HSI) fell 1.31%. 
Japan’s benchmark Nikkei average 

(.N225) opened up 0.78%, while 
Australian shares (.AXJO) rose 
0.55%. “China’s Covid situation is 
really in the front row for Asia trad-
ing,” said Redmond Wong, market 
strategist for Greater China at Saxo 
Markets in Hong Kong. Beijing 
warned on Monday that it was fac-
ing its most severe test of the pan-
demic, fuelling investor concerns 
that China may be forced to re-
sume strict mobility curbs and give 
stay and home orders across cities. 
Surging cases in manufacturing cit-
ies may cause supply chain disrup-
tions, said Wong. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The Pakistani rupee fell for 
the eighth consecutive day on Tuesday 
against the US dollar, owing to the un-
stable political situation and a higher 
debt profile of the country. As the early 
trading began on Tuesday, the value of 
rupee incurred depreciation consec-
utively against the greenback as it fell 
down further by 34 paisas to Rs224 
in the interbank market. On Monday, 
the interbank market saw the rupee 
extending losses by 49 paisas to drop 
to Rs223.66 during trading at the be-
ginning of the week. By contrast, on 
Friday, the US dollar closed the week 

trading at a value of Rs223.17. The not 
so great winning streak of the rupee 
against the US dollar was snapped on 
the last trading day of the second week 
of November and since then, it has lost 
around Rs2.42 in its value in the inter-
bank market. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Stock Ex-
change(PSX) managed to bring 
slight gains to the index on Tues-
day, strengthening by 104.15 points 
during early trading, after closing 
the previous working day with low 
trading activity by the investors due 
to political crisis drowning the coun-
try. The benchmark KSE-100 index 
has been hovering over the psycho-
logical level of 42,000-43,000 points 
over the past few weeks. On Tues-
day, as soon as the trading session 
started, the index showed improve-
ment, rising to 42,791,09 points 
from the previously closed value 
of 42,761.19. The highest range of 

the session has been achieved at 
42,934.39 while the lowest is record-
ed at 42,761.19. The top contributor 
driving the index upward includes 
the Technology and Communication 
sector, showing a change of 21.85 
points. While, the Technology & 
Communication sector was seen to 
be leaving the highest change by a 
positive of 0.45%. However, HAS-
COL remained the volume leader 
with a positive change of 3.97%. 
Earlier on Monday, the KSE-100 
ended the trading in red at 42,747.73 
points from the previously closed 
value of 42,819.72 on Thursday. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Penguin Random 
House, the world’s largest book pub-
lisher, and smaller US rival Simon & 
Schuster have scrapped a US$2.2 
billion deal to merge, Penguin own-
er Bertelsmann announced on Mon-
day. Bertelsmann, a German media 
group which owns Penguin, initially 
said it would appeal a US judge’s 
decision that said its purchase of 
Simon & Schuster would be illegal 
because it would hit authors’ pay. 
But Bertelsmann said in a statement 
that it “will advance the growth of 
its global book publishing business 
without the previously planned 
merger of Penguin Random House 
and Simon & Schuster”. Reuters re-
ported on Sunday that the German 
company was unable to convince 
Paramount Global, Simon & Schus-
ter’s owner, to extend their deal 
agreement and appeal the judge’s 

decision. The US justice depart-
ment “is pleased that Penguin Ran-
dom House and Simon & Schuster 
have opted not to appeal”, assistant 
attorney-general Jonathan Kanter 
said in a statement. Judge Florence 
Pan of the US District Court for the 
District of Columbia ruled on Oct 
31 that the justice department had 
shown the deal could substantially 
lessen competition “in the market 
for the US publishing rights to an-
ticipated top-selling books”. With 
the deal’s dissolution, Penguin will 
pay a US$200 million termination 
fee to Paramount. Paramount said 
on Monday that Simon & Schus-
ter was a “non-core asset” to Par-
amount. “It is not video-based and 
therefore does not fit strategically 
within Paramount’s broader portfo-
lio,” the company said in a filing on 
the deal’s termination. (Agencies)

 Germany’s LNG terminals to be twice as expensive
BERLIN: The acquisition and main-
tenance of floating liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) terminals will cost Ger-
many at least €3 billion more than 
originally envisaged, Reuters report-
ed on Monday, citing a statement 
from the country’s economy minis-
try. The overall cost of the terminals, 
also known as Floating Storage and 
Regasification Units (FSRUs), is 
now estimated at about €6.56 billion, 
more than twice the original bud-
get of €2.94 billion. “Further costs 
have been determined in extensive 
consultations with numerous stake-
holders and initial forecasts have 
been specified,” the ministry told 

the news outlet in a statement, not-
ing that the change in the cost came 
from additional operating outlay and 
infrastructure that has to be con-
structed. According to the ministry, 
the parliamentary budget commit-
tee has already approved the rise in 
the funding for the terminals. Last 
week, Germany completed the con-
struction of its first floating FSRU, 
at the North Sea port of Wilhelm-
shaven. Federal economy minister 
Robert Habeck said at the time that 
Wilhelmshaven would become oper-
ational by year’s end, along with the 
second terminal at the Brunsbuettel 
North Sea port. Similar projects at 

Stade and Lubmin are expected to 
start functioning at the end of 2023, 
as well as the second FSRU in Wil-
helmshaven. Each site has a planned 
regasification capacity of five billion 
cubic meters of LNG per year. 
In total, Germany’s five FSRUs 
are expected to cover a third of the 
country’s annual gas needs, based 
on 2021 levels. Berlin is putting high 
hopes in the project in light of the 
drop in gas flows from Russia both 
due to Ukraine-related sanctions and 
the suspicious explosion at the Nord 
Stream pipeline in September, which 
took out a major route for Russian 
gas to the EU. (Agencies)

USA remains largest export destination  
for Pakistan in October’22

Russia’s Ozon to open China office  
to boost cross-border sales

Zoom’s sales growth slows even as enterprise 
business stays steady Musk delays $8b ‘blue check’ Twitter verification plan

Deutsche bank targets Asia, Middle East for wealth ambitions

KARACHI: Though Pakistan’s exports 
to the USA have witnessed an 11.07% 
MoM decline during the month of Oc-
tober 2022, the country has emerged 
as the top export destination for Paki-
stan with $475 million worth of ship-
ments against the exports of $534mn 
in the preceding month, the latest data 
released by State Bank of Pakistan 
on Monday said. However, on yearly 
basis, Pakistan’s exports to the USA 
plunged by 10.50% YoY from $531mn 
in October’21. In terms of volume, 
China appeared as the second major 
destination country during the month, 
wherein Pakistan exported goods 
worth $177mn, an increase of 5.64% 
MoM while it decreased by 13.21% 
YoY.  This was followed by the Unit-
ed Kingdom (UK), wherein the total 

exports to the country during the said 
period clocked in at $165.7mn from 
the exports of $181.6mn recorded in 
the previous month. Compared to the 
same period last year, exports to the 
UK plummeted by 15.44% YoY. Next 
in line are Germany and United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) wherein Pakistan re-
ceived export earnings of $149.7mn 
and $129.1mn during the month, re-
spectively. Exports to Germany depict-
ed a decrease of 2.15% MoM. On the 
other hand, exports to the UAE moved 
up by 3.29% MoM. Among other coun-
tries, Pakistani exports to the Nether-
lands (Holland) during October 2022 
stood at $127.5mn, increased by 6.04% 
MoM, followed by Spain and Italy with 
$125.7mn and $92.8mn respectively, 
the data revealed. (Agencies)

LONDON: Russian online retailer 
Ozon Holdings said on Monday it was 
opening an office in Shenzhen in China 
to boost cross-border sales to Russian 
shoppers on its platform. Russian com-
panies have been rapidly boosting busi-
ness ties with China as firms grapple 
with unprecedented Western sanctions. 
It follows a similar move into Turkey 
earlier this year by the e-commerce out-
fit, and comes at time when the Russian 
economy is trying to pivot away from 
Western markets and forge new supply 

chains with the likes of China, Turkey 
and Iran. Ozon said in a statement it 
already had 10,000 Chinese sellers of-
fering goods to Russian customers on 
its marketplace, with China accounting 
for 95% of sales through its cross-bor-
der sales unit, Ozon Global. “Chinese 
products are in high demand in Rus-
sia,” Ozon said, adding that, “the most 
popular orders from China are usually 
electronics   smartphones, laptops and 
computer parts   as well as small appli-
ances and clothing.” (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Zoom Video Commu-
nications Inc. declined about 5% in 
extended trading after reporting its 
slowest quarterly sales growth on re-
cord and slightly reduced its full-year 
revenue forecast. Revenue increased 
5% to US$1.1 billion, in line with ana-
lysts’ average estimate. For the full year, 
the software company reduced its sales 
forecast to as much as US$4.38 billion 
from its August projection of as much 
as US$4.4 billion. The full-year sales 

guidance issued Monday assumes that 
Zoom’s enterprise business will grow 
more than 20% while revenue from 
online consumer and small business 
customers will decline about 8%, Chief 
Financial Officer Kelly Steckelberg said 
in remarks prepared for a conference 
call with analysts. In a sign the enter-
prise business remains steady, Zoom 
reported quarterly profit that exceeded 
Wall Street estimates and raised its full-
year earnings forecast. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Twitter’s new owner 
Elon Musk said on Monday the so-
cial media company is holding off the 
relaunch of its blue check subscrip-
tion service, a delay from his initial 
tentative timeline to bring back the 
service on the platform. “Holding off 
relaunch of Blue Verified until there 
is high confidence of stopping imper-
sonation,” Musk said in a tweet. “Will 
probably use different colour check 
for organisations than individuals.” 
The coveted blue check mark was 
previously reserved for verified ac-
counts of politicians, famous person-
alities, journalists and other public fig-
ures. But a subscription option, open 

to anyone prepared to pay, was rolled 
out earlier this month to help Twitter 
grow revenue as Musk fights to retain 
advertisers. Twitter had paused its re-
cently announced US$8 blue check 
subscription service, as fake accounts 
mushroomed and had said Twitter’s 
sought-after blue check subscription 
service will be relaunched on Nov 29. 
Musk also tweeted that Twitter added 
1.6 million users this past week, “an-
other all-time high”. Advertisers on 
Twitter, including big companies such 
as General Motors, Mondelez Interna-
tional, Volkswagen AG, have paused 
advertising on the platform, as they 
grapple with the new boss. (Agencies)

AMSTERDAM: Claudio de Sanctis 
is targeting markets far from home 
as Deutsche Bank AG seeks to be-
come Europe’s go-to wealth manag-
er. The head of international private 
banking at the German lender plans 
to “significantly invest” in the Mid-
dle East and Southeast Asia to tap 
an expansion of wealth and flow 
of funds to the regions. De Sanctis 
singled out markets such as Saudi 

Arabia and Indonesia — where re-
source-rich governments are spend-
ing heavily — as key markets for ex-
pansion. “If you look at the next 24 
months in terms of strategic growth, 
the clear focus for the international 
private bank is Southeast Asia and 
the Middle East,” the former UBS 
Group AG and Credit Suisse Group 
AG executive said in an interview in 
Dubai. (Agencies)

Textile exports cross $6.25bn mark in 4MFY23: SBP

KARACHI: The country’s total tex-
tile exports have posted a growth of 
around 10.50% YoY to $6.25 billion 
in 4MFY23 as compared to $5.65bn 
in the corresponding period of FY22, 
data issued by the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) on Monday showed. 
The overall exports of the textile 
group showed a notable growth of 
3.94% YoY to $1.49bn compared to 
$1.43bn recorded in the same period 
of last year. Whereas, on MoM basis, 
the exports dipped by 7.21% in Oc-

tober 2022. During the month, key 
contributing products under the tex-
tile head were knitwear ($392.8mn) 
decreased by 10.64% MoM, ready-
made garments ($313.9mn) depicted 
a slight growth of 3.52% MoM, and 
bedwear ($275.4mn) with a growth 
of 1.80%MoM, respectively when 
compared to Sep’22. The other man-
ufacturers remained the second most 
contributing group in total exports.  
However, the trade value of this group 
stood at around $358mn, showing a 
drop of 8.21% MoM while on yearly 
basis, it shows a surge of 14.53% YoY 
compared to $313mn in October’21. 
Meanwhile, the export of the food 
group stood at $323mn in October 
2022, squeezed by 8.71% YoY while 
on monthly basis, the exports of fish 
inched up 11.69% MoM. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: The Sun’s move into the 
most adventurous area of your chart 
today means one of the best times 
of the year has now begun. Don’t be 
afraid to express your opinions and 
certainly don’t listen to those who 
say you should keep a low profile.
– TAURUS: You may be sociable by 
nature but there are days when you 
like to be left alone and this is one of 
them. No one expects you to be the 
life and soul of every party, so don’t 
expect it of yourself. Spend some 
quality time with your thoughts.
– GEMINI: Partnerships of all sorts 
are in the spotlight now the Sun is 
moving into your opposite sign and 
if you have fallen out with someone 
close in recent weeks now is the per-
fect time to make up with them. They 
will be happy to meet you halfway.
– CANCER: You may be of the opin-
ion that the old ways are the best but 
what happens over the next few days 
may cause you to question that be-
lief. Even a Cancer needs to keep up 
with the most important trends, so 
don’t cut yourself off from progress.
– LEO: Whatever shocks to your 
system you’ve had to endure in re-
cent weeks will soon be forgotten as 
you bounce back again and start to 
believe that the world is your play-
ground. Others can worry their lives 

away if they so wish but you intend 
to have fun.
– VIRGO: Loved ones must come 
first now there is so much cosmic 
activity in the family area of your 
chart. Domestic issues that have 
been swept under the carpet can 
now be brought into the open and 
dealt with without anyone getting 
emotional about it.
– LIBRA: Cosmic activity in the com-
munications area of your chart means 
you will have plenty to say for your-
self over the next few days and that’s 
a good thing. You have kept your 
opinions to yourself for too long, now 
shout them from the rooftops.
– SCORPIO: The more others offer 
to do things for you the more you 
must insist on doing them yourself. 
The Sun’s change of signs today 
means not only that you will make 
a better job of them but also that it 
will cost you a lot less financially.
– SAGITTARIUS: No matter how 
confusing life may have been of late 
everything will now fall into place. 
As the Sun joins Venus and Mercu-
ry in your sign you will know with 
the utmost clarity what needs to be 
done – and find the courage to do it.
– CAPRICORN: TCosmic activity in 
the most sensitive area of your chart 
means you must stop trying to fight 
what is taking place around you 
and accept everything that occurs 
as part of the grand design. A more 
laidback approach will work won-
ders for your peace of mind.
– ACQUARIUS: You have never 
been afraid to speak up, even when 
you know your ideas are unpopular, 
and you are not about to change 
your ways now. Make it your busi-
ness today to draw other people’s 
attention to matters they might oth-
erwise choose to ignore.
– PISCES: As the Sun moves into the 
career area of your chart today, fol-
lowed by tomorrow’s powerful new 
moon, this is the ideal time to take 
stock of your long-term ambitions.
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Pakistan to host six-nation West Asia Baseball Cup

Hunger for more success spur to getting 
Djokovic out of bed

Red Bull boss praises Max Verstappen  
for unprecedented F1 triumph

Malaysia Open: Aifa prepares  
for new challenges in title defence

Secretary sports appreciates performance  
of young swimmers 

Dutch strike late to grab 2-0 win over Senegal

US journalist detained in Qatar over rainbow shirt

Saudis stun Argentina with 2-1 comeback win

ICC reveals new format for 2024 T20 World Cup

DOHA: Netherlands scored twice 
in the final minutes through Cody 
Gakpo and substitute Davy Klaas-
sen to beat Senegal 2-0 in their 
World Cup Group A match at Al 
Thumama Stadium on Monday. 
The Dutch, who missed out on the 
2018 World Cup, looked to be head-
ing for a scrappy goalless draw af-
ter wasting several good chances 
but man-of-the-match Gakpo beat 
keeper Edouard Mendy and nod in 
a deep Frenkie De Jong cross with 
the back of his head. Klaassen then 

pounced on a weak Mendy save to 
score on the rebound nine minutes 
into stoppage time. The Dutch join 
Ecuador, 2-0 winners over Qatar on 
Sunday, on three points at the top 
of the group and the top two meet 

on Friday. The 23-year-old Gakpo, 
who has now scored three goals in 
his last four internationals, had their 
first opportunity after four minutes 
but tried to square the ball to Steven 
Bergwijn instead of going for goal. 
That was followed by a Daley Blind 
header at the far post that flew wide 
before Steven Berghuis sent Berg-
wijn through and he laid it off for 
the unmarked De Jong in the box. 
The midfielder took far too long to 
release the ball, however, and his ef-
fort was blocked. (Agencies)

DOHA: A US journalist said he was 
briefly detained yesterday when he 
tried to enter a World Cup stadium in 
Qatar while wearing a rainbow shirt in 
support of the LGBTQ community in a 
country where same-sex relations are 
illegal. Grant Wahl, a former Sports 
Illustrated journalist who now has his 
own website, said World Cup securi-
ty denied him entry to the US opener 
against Wales at the Ahmad Bin Ali 
Stadium in Al Rayyan and asked him 
to take his shirt off. He said his phone 

was taken away when he tweeted about 
the incident. “I’m okay, but that was an 
unnecessary ordeal,” Wahl wrote on 
Twitter. He said a security command-
er later approached him, apologised, 

and allowed him into the venue. He 
also later received an apology from a 
representative of Fifa, soccer’s interna-
tional governing body, he said. Reuters 
has contacted Fifa for comment. Seven 
European World Cup countries earli-
er on Monday ditched plans for their 
respective captains to wear OneLove 
armbands after Fifa threatened to is-
sue yellow cards to any player wearing 
the multi-coloured armband, which 
was introduced to support diversity 
and inclusion. (Agencies)

LUSAIL: Unheralded Saudi Arabia 
notched one of the biggest shocks 
in World Cup history today with a 
2-1 win over Lionel Messi’s Argen-
tina thanks to a scintillating second 
half comeback. On his fifth and fi-
nal quest for the only major trophy 
to elude him, the 35-year-old Messi 
scored a 10th minute penalty in a 
dominant first half display where he 

and Lautaro Martinez also had three 
goals disallowed for offside. But Sau-
di Arabia, the second-lowest ranked 
team in the tournament after Ghana, 
threw caution to the wind at the start 
of the second half, charging at Ar-
gentina’s defence in front of a fren-
zied 88,012 crowd. Saleh Al-Shehri 
squeezed in a low shot in the 48th 
minute while Salem Al-Dawsari 

curled in a scorching strike from the 
edge of the penalty area in the 53rd 
minute to leave Argentina and Messi 
looking utterly shell-shocked in the 
Group C opener. Despite plenty of 
possession after that, Argentina were 
unable to penetrate Saudi Arabia, 
who were competing in their sixth 
World Cup but had never previously 
won an opening game. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has revealed a new 
format for the next edition of the 
T20 World Cup in 2024. The USA 
and West Indies will host the 20-team 
event, which will work in two phases 
before the knockouts. “The top two 
teams in each of the four groups of 
five will move to a Super Eight phase, 
where the remaining sides will be split 
into two groups of four. The top two 
in each group will then make their 
way to the semi-finals,” the ICC said 

in a press release. Alongside hosts 
USA and West Indies, the top eight 
teams in the recently-concluded T20 
World Cup in Australia (top four in 
each Super 12 group) secured spots 
for the 2024 tournament. Meanwhile, 
the next best teams, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh, on the ICC Men’s T20I 
Team Rankings also booked their 
place in the mega event. The final 
eight spots for the 2024 edition will be 
determined through regional qualifi-
ers. In the regional qualifiers, Africa, 

Asia and Europe will have two quali-
fication spots, with one spot for both 
the Americas and East-Asia Pacific 
regions. The ICC is confident that 
“with more teams and a new format, 
the 2024 edition of the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup is certain to throw up fresh 
match-ups and historic moments”. 
It must be noted that England were 
crowned T20 World Cup 2022 cham-
pions after defeating Pakistan by five 
wickets on November 13 at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will host 
six-nation West Asia Baseball Cup 
early next year wherein six top out-
fits from the region will be seen in 
action, Pakistan Federation Base-
ball (PFB) said on Monday. “It will 
be the 15th edition of the Cup.The 
event will take place in Islamabad 
from January 26 ,2023 to February 
2, next year,” President of PFB Syed 

Fakhar Ali Shah said. According to 
Fakhar the six nations to compete in 
the event include hosts Pakistan, In-
dia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghani-
stan and Nepal. He said all-out effort 
would be made to make the event a 
real success. He said there was no 
scarcity of talent in the country but 
the federation needed funds to pro-
mote the game. (Aencies)

TURIN: Novak Djokovic, fresh from 
winning a record-equalling sixth ATP 
Finals title, said hunger for more suc-
cess and love of tennis is what still 
inspires him to get out of bed. The 
35-year-old Serbian loves making 
history and his prime target is the 
overall record of Grand Slam titles, 
held by great rival Rafael Nadal with 
22. The pair should clash in the open-
ing Grand Slam of the season the 
Australian Open in January. Nadal 
won this year s edition with Djokovic, 
who refuses to be vaccinated against 
Covid, being expelled from Australia. 
Djokovic also missed the US Open 
because he is not vaccinated. He 

played Wimbledon and retained his 
title. Nevertheless, as his body ages 
and the aches and pains become 
more a feature of daily life, Djokovic 
said he has to find a reason to rub the 
sleep from his eyes and jump out of 
bed. “In those moments where you 
have pain, this or that, you don t feel 
maybe like standing up in the morn-
ing,” said Djokovic after beating 
Casper Ruud to become the oldest 
player to win the season-ending tour-
nament. “There has to be something, 
whatever it is for all of us, that gets 
us up from the bed. “It s the heart, it s 
the mind, whatever the life force or 
the fuel is for you.” (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Red Bull team princi-
pal Christian Horner believes Max 
Verstappen has pulled off a season 
no one else could have achieved, 
heaping praise on the two-time For-
mula One world champion. Verstap-
pen successfully defended his F1 ti-
tle this campaign, winning 15 of 22 
grands prix, including a third con-
secutive Abu Dhabi triumph over the 
weekend. “I think Max is operating 
at a level that I’m not sure anybody   
the way he’s driving at the moment   
in the same equipment will be able 
to repeat what he’s done this year,” 
Horner said on Sunday. Red Bull 
missed out on a one-two finish in the 
drivers’ championship as Sergio Pe-
rez was pipped by Ferrari’s Charles 

Leclerc in the season finale in Abu 
Dhabi. Still, Horner paid tribute to 
Perez for enjoying his best season in 
F1 to date. “This is the strongest that 
Red Bull has ever been,” said Horn-
er. “The strength and depth that we 
have, technically and operationally, 
throughout the business, everybody 
has gone their extra yards, which 
you need to do to achieve the kind 
of results that we have, against op-
position that is world class. “And 
nobody ever lost sight of the target, 
after eight years in the wilderness 
effectively, of keeping that momen-
tum going, keeping that focus and 
determination. And when we got an 
opportunity, we grabbed it with both 
hands.” (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Home favour-
ite Aifa Azman (pix) is prepared 
to face different challenges, in her 
Malaysia Open Squash Champi-
onships title defence beginning 
tomorrow at the National Squash 
Centre in Bukit Jalil. Aifa, who is 
expected to reach her career best 
ranking of 21st from current 24th 
spot in the Professional Squash As-
sociation (PSA) rankings, said she 
is not too concerned about her op-
ponents’ ranking status in the PSA 
World Tour. 
Instead, the 20-year-old Kedahan is 
fully focused on her own game and 
pledged to give her best games in 

each and every match to get clos-
er to the title. “Every tournament is 
different and the draw for this edi-
tion is not same as last year. 
So, I want to focus on one match at 
a time...I need to be mentally pre-
pared for every game, enter the 
court and play the match without 
being concerned about rankings,” 
she told reporters. 
Aifa added that, she needs to play 
more against higher seeded players 
to gain exposure in more compet-
itive environment and learn to im-
prove herself in the world stage, 
after winning the 2021 title by beat-
ing top seed Salma Hany of Egypt. 

LAHORE: 26th Boys National Age 
Group Swimming Championship 
concluded here at Punjab Interna-
tional Swimming Complex, Nishtar 
Park Sports Complex under the aus-
pices of Sports board Punjab (SBP) 
on Sunday late night. Secretary 
Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab 
Ehsan Bhutta was the chief guest. 
President Pakistan Swimming Fed-
eration (PSF) Zoraiz Lashari, Chief 
Sports consultant Hafeez Bhatti, 
Provincial Coach Rafi uz Zaman 
and other officials were also pres-
ent. Secretary Sports Punjab wit-
nessed the exciting competitions 
and later distributed medals and 
prizes among the top performers 
of the championship. Speaking on 
this occasion, Ehsan Bhutta appre-
ciated the performance of young 
swimmers in their respective age 
group competitions. “Sports Board 
Punjab will continue to provide 
such opportunities to young ath-
letes to express their sports poten-

tial,” he added. He further said that 
the Boys National Age Group Swim-
ming Championship was a suitable 
platform for budding swimmers to 
demonstrate their swimming skills. 
He advised the top performers to 
maintain their level of performance 
and keep on hard working for their 
future swimming events. Mikail Az-
far Mir (Sindh), who got five Gold 
Medals and established four New 
National Records, was adjudged the 
Best Swimmer in U-12 event. Syed 
Azlan Sohail (Sindh) who clinched 
five Gold Medals and set up as many 
New National Records was declared 
the Best Swimmer in U-14 event. 
Mohammad Ahmad Durrani (Army) 
who got five Gold Medals and estab-
lished four New National Records, 
was adjudged the Best Swimmer in 
U-16 event. Results: In 12 and under 
age group 100m Backstroke, Gold 
went to Mikail Azfar Mir (Sindh), 
Silver - M Shahzain Siddiqui, 
(Army), Bronze - M. (APP)

Big win before  
wedding bells for Ko

FIH to launch  
“Start Hockey” programme 

BANGKOK: Lydia Ko secured the LP-
GA’s season-ending title, her second 
Player of the Year award and a US$2 
million (HK$15.6 million) check be-
fore tying the knot. Ko’s two-stroke 
win at the CME Group Tour Champi-
onship in Florida left her with three 
titles this season, the New Zealand-
er’s best haul since 2016. After a cou-
ple of barren years, she has returned 
to her best golf. Happiness off the 
course has helped, with Ko soon to 
wed fiance Chung Jun in Seoul. “I 
couldn’t have drawn it up any bet-
ter,” the 25-year-old said. “There’s 
been so many exciting things going 
on in my life.” Ko said she had been 
wrapped up in golf, but she had since 
found balance away from the course. 
“After meeting [Chung Jun], I’ve ac-
tually wanted to work harder during 
the times that I am working and then 
also enjoy time off. “ (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The International 
Hockey Federation (FIH) has invited 
everyone within the global hockey 
community and beyond to promote 
this year’s World Children’s Day.  
Among the 30 million hockey players 
around the world, nearly 60% are aged 
under 18. On the occasion of the 2022 
World Children’s Day, the Internation-
al Hockey Federation (FIH) is launch-
ing the “Start Hockey” programme 
which is a part of the FIH academy 
for children between the ages of 5 and 
13, an FIH press release said on Mon-
day. The “Start Hockey” participation 
programme is for communities, clubs, 
schools and individuals. It is designed 
to support the initiation and funda-
mental development levels, in par-
ticular for young people with little or 
no hockey knowledge or background. 
Start Hockey is part of the FIH strate-
gy to grow the game globally in part-
nership with its member nations and 
continental federations. (APP)
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EU talks fail to end Serbia-Kosovo number plate row

France heatwaves likely caused 2,816 more deaths this summer

Bacterial Infections ‘Second Leading Cause of Death Worldwide’

Greece rescuing hundreds of migrants in winds off Crete

Malaysian police warn of ethnic tensions  
on social media after divisive election

Iran says it enriches uranium to 60pc purity at Fordo site

BRUSSELS: A European diplomatic 
intervention on Monday failed to re-
solve a dangerous row between Serbia 
and Kosovo over car number plates, 
with Brussels blaming Pristina for the 
stalemate. EU foreign policy chief Jo-
sep Borrell hosted Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic and Kosovo Prime 
Minister Albin Kurti in Brussels amid 
a row that could trigger a regional 
crisis. Afterwards, Borrell said Vucic 
had been ready to accept an EU com-
promise proposal on vehicle licensing 
“that could have avoided this risky 
situation” but that Kurti had not. Pris-
tina has declared that, by next April, 
around 10,000 Kosovo Serbs with li-
cence plates issued by Serbia must 
replace them with plates from the Re-
public of Kosovo. Borrell told report-

ers that he would brief EU member 
states and allies “about the behaviour 
of the different parties and the lack 
of respect for international legal ob-
ligations”. “And I have to say that, 
particularly for Kosovo, I know this 
sends a very negative political signal,” 
he warned. The underlying source of 
tension is Kosovo’s 2008 declaration 
of independence, which Serbia does 
not recognise. Belgrade encourages 
Kosovo’s Serb minority to remain loy-

al to Serbia. In the latest development 
this month, Serbs in northern Koso-
vo resigned from public institutions 
in protest over the number plate row. 
The dispute sounded alarm bells in the 
European Union, which has been me-
diating talks to try to normalize ties, 
and wants both sides to hold off on 
provocative gestures. After Monday’s 
latest emergency mediation, Vucic in-
sisted that Serbia had been “absolutely 
constructive” and had agreed to back 
a text that had been modified “dozens 
of times”. “All we did was insist on 
the fact that the agreements already 
signed be applied,” the Serb leader 
told TV Pink. Kurti, however, told re-
porters that Kosovo was demanding 
broader talks leading to full normal-
ization of ties. (Agencies)

PARIS: Three successive heatwaves 
and Covid-19 are likely to have caused 
more than 10,000 additional deaths in 
France during this summer, the health 
ministry said. A total of 10,420 excess 
deaths were registered between June 1 
and September 15 in France’s second 
hottest summer since 1900, data from 
the public health agency showed. Of 
those, 2,816 took place during three epi-
sodes of heatwave alert, from June 14 to 
22, July 9 to 27 and July 29 to August14. 
Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, Nouvelle Aqui-
taine, Occitanie, and Provence-Alpes-
Côte d’Azur recorded the majority of 

the excess national deaths during the 
heatwave. The elderly were the worst 
affected, with those aged 75 or more 
accounting for 2,272 of the 2,816 excess 
deaths during the heatwaves. The Covid 
pandemic is also likely to have played 

a role in heat-related deaths, said the 
agency, Sante Publique France, with 
894 Covid-19 related deaths recorded 
in hospitals and medical establishments 
during the heatwave episodes. “Covid-19 
may have increased the vulnerability to 
heat of some people and exposure to 
high temperatures may have worsened 
the health of some Covid-19 patients,” it 
added. A blistering heatwave is baking 
the western United States, the latest to 
blast the northern hemisphere in a sum-
mer that has brought extreme tempera-
tures across Europe, Asia and North 
America. (Agencies)

LONDON: Bacterial infections are the 
second leading cause of death world-
wide, accounting for one in eight of all 
deaths in 2019, the first global study 
of their lethality revealed on Tuesday. 
The massive new study, published in 
The Lancet journal, looked at deaths 
from 33 common bacterial pathogens 
and 11 types of infection across 204 
countries and territories. The patho-
gens were associated with 7.7 million 
deaths — 13.6% of the global total — 
in 2019, the year before the COVID-19 
pandemic took off. That made them 
the second-leading cause of death 

after ischemic heart disease, which 
includes heart attacks, the study 
said. Just five of the 33 bacteria were 
responsible for half of those deaths: 
Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia 
coli, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Kleb-
siella pneumoniae and Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa. S. aureus is a bacterium 
common in human skin and nostrils 
but behind a range of illnesses, while 
E. coli commonly causes food poison-
ing. The study was conducted under 
the framework of the Global Burden 
of Disease, a vast research program 
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation involving thousands of 
researchers across the world. “These 
new data for the first time reveal the 
full extent of the global public health 
challenge posed by bacterial infec-
tions,” said study co-author Christo-
pher Murray, the director of the U.S.-
based Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation. “It is of utmost importance 
to put these results on the radar of 
global health initiatives so that a deep-
er dive into these deadly pathogens 
can be conducted and proper invest-
ments are made to slash the number 
of deaths and infections.” (Agencies)

ATHENS: Greece’s coast guard on 
Tuesday was rescuing a fishing boat 
with up to 500 migrants onboard in 
strong winds southwest of Crete, a 
spokeswoman told AFP. “The distress 
call said there are 400-500 people on 
board,” a coast guard spokeswoman 
told AFP, adding that the operation was 
hampered by near gale-force winds. 
“They can see the boat, it’s adrift, there 
is a large number of people on board,” 
she added. The coast guard said it had 
received the distress call shortly af-

ter midnight on Monday. Two nearby 
cargo ships, a tanker and two Italian 
fishing boats were lending assistance, 
it said. Because of bolstered patrols by 
the Greek coast guard and EU border 
agency Frontex in the Aegean Sea, 
migrant smugglers are increasingly 
employing the longer and more per-
ilous route south of Crete, Greek offi-
cials say. “Eighty percent of flows from 
Turkiye go straight to Italy,” Migration 
Minister Notis Mitarachi told Skai TV 
last week. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian police 
have cautioned the country’s social 
media users to refrain from posting 
“provocative” content on race and re-
ligion after a divisive general election 
on Saturday that ended in a hung 
parliament. Two major alliances are 
now racing to secure support from 
other parties to form the government: 
a multiethnic, progressive bloc led by 
veteran opposition leader Anwar Ibra-
him and a conservative Malay Muslim 
coalition led by former prime minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin. The police warning 
comes as race-based narratives domi-
nated political chatter on social media 
during and after the election, accord-

ing to an online hate speech monitor-
ing project run by the Malaysia-based 
Centre for Independent Journalism. 
It also comes as electoral gains by an 
Islamist party that has touted sharia 
law raised fears among investors over 
its potential impact on policies. Race 
and religion are thorny issues in mul-
ticultural Malaysia, which has a ma-
jority of mostly Muslim ethnic Malays 
alongside significant ethnic Chinese 
and ethnic Indian minorities of other 
faiths. Police said they had detected 
social media content that touched on 
racial and religious sentiments and 
insulted the country’s monarchy after 
the election. (Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran has begun produc-
ing enriched uranium at 60% purity 
at the country’s underground Fordo 
nuclear plant, official media reported 
Tuesday, describing it as a response 
to a resolution by the United Nations’ 
nuclear watchdog. The increased 
enrichment, reported by the official 
news agency IRNA, was seen as a 
significant addition to the country’s 
nuclear program. Enrichment to 60% 
purity is one short, technical step 
away from weapons-grade levels of 
90%. Nonproliferation experts have 
warned in recent months that Iran 
now has enough 60%-enriched urani-
um to reprocess into fuel for at least 
one nuclear bomb. Iran is already en-
riching to 60% purity at its Natanz nu-

clear facility in central Iran. Fordo is 
some 100 kilometers (62 miles) south 
of the capital of Tehran. IRNA did 
not give details on the amount of the 
enriched uranium being produced. 
On Monday, Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Nasser Kanaani, said his 
country took the steps in reaction to 
what he said was a resolution by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
the UN nuclear watchdog. Officials 
did not elaborate. Earlier this month, 
the IAEA said it believes that Iran has 
further increased its stockpile of high-
ly enriched uranium. As recently as 
last week, the agency criticized Teh-
ran for continuing to bar the agency’s 
officials from accessing or monitor-
ing Iranian nuclear sites. (Agencies)

US, China defence chiefs 
meet in Cambodia

Sweden detains two on 
suspicion of espionage

Japan abandons hope for 
first moon probe landing

Beijing shuts parks,  
museums as Covid cases rise

Magnitude 7.3 earthquake 
hits Solomon Islands

PHNOM PENH: US Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin met his Chinese counter-
part Wei Fenghe in Cambodia on Tues-
day as the two sides moved to keep 
tensions in check. The meeting on the 
sidelines of a conference of defence 
ministers in Siem Reap -- which lasted 
for an hour and a half -- was the first 
between Austin and Wei since June, 
before a visit by US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan sparked fury 
in Beijing.  But China and the United 
States have since sought to lower the 
temperature with meetings between 
top officials, and a senior US defence 
official characterized the talks between 
Austin and Wei as “productive” and 
“professional”. “Both sides agreed that 
it’s important that our countries work 
together to ensure that competition 
does not veer into conflict”, but “com-
petition remains the defining feature 
of the relationship”, the official told 
journalists. Austin sought the “reopen-
ing of a number of military-to-military 
dialogues and mechanisms to help 
manage that competition responsibly”, 
the official said, referring to steps that 
were scrapped by Beijing following 
Pelosi’s visit. The two sides “agreed on 
the importance of restarting a num-
ber of these specific mechanisms that 
they discussed, and we’ll look forward 
to seeing those implemented in the 
months ahead.” (Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Swedish police said on 
Tuesday they had detained one person 
on suspicion of espionage and a second 
individual believed to have aided the 
suspected crimes. The main suspect 
was believed to have conducted gross 
unlawful intelligence activity against 
Sweden as well as another country, 
the Swedish Security Service said in 
a statement. Police did not name the 
other country believed to have been 
targeted. The two suspects were ar-
rested in Stockholm and there was no 
connection to any other ongoing inves-
tigations, the security police said. “Swe-
den must not be a platform for foreign 
powers to conduct unlawful intelli-
gence activities, either against Sweden 
or against other countries,” a security 
police spokesperson said. “It is within 
the scope of this that we are conduct-
ing this investigation.” They did not say 
whether the suspects were Swedish or 
foreign nationals, or identify on whose 
behalf they were accused of spying. 
Several houses were searched as part 
of the police raid on Tuesday, and a 
third person was brought in for ques-
tioning, they added. Sweden’s national 
prosecutor’s office confirmed the ar-
rests and said it must decide by midday 
on Friday whether to release the sus-
pects or seek a court’s approval to keep 
them in detention. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan has abandoned ef-
forts to land its ultrasmall Omote-
nashi probe on the moon, the 
country’s space agency said Tues-
day, dashing hopes for the nation’s 
first-ever lunar landing. The Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency’s 
spacecraft, launched Wednesday on 
Nasa’s Artemis I mission, has been 
plagued by communications prob-
lems since it separated from the 
Space Launch System rocket that 
night. Jaxa hoped to attempt a land-
ing as soon as Monday night if all 
went well, but the agency failed to re-
store communications in time. Japan 
would have been the fourth country 
to land a spacecraft on the moon’s 
surface, after the former Soviet 
Union, the US and China. Measuring 
11cm by 24cm by 37cm, Omotenashi 
would have been the smallest craft 
ever to touch down on the moon. 
Jaxa plans to hold a news conference 
Tuesday. The agency said it will work 
with other organisations involved 
to determine what went wrong and 
how to move forward. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Beijing has shut parks, shop-
ping malls and museums while more 
Chinese cities resumed mass testing 
for Covid-19, as China fights a spike 
in cases, deepening concerns about its 
economy and dampening hopes for a 
quick post-coronavirus reopening. Chi-
na reported 28,127 new local cases na-
tionally for yesterday, nearing its daily 
peak from April, with infections in the 
southern city of Guangzhou and the 
southwestern municipality of Chongq-
ing accounting for about half of the 
total. In the capital, Beijing, cases are 
hitting fresh highs each day, prompt-
ing calls from the city’s government 
for more residents to stay put. Beijing 
reported 634 new local cases for the 
15 hours to 3pm (7am Irish time), the 
deputy director of city’s municipal Cen-
tre for Disease Control and Prevention 
said at a briefing. There were two new 
deaths attributed to Covid-19 by health 
officials, compared with three over 
the weekend, which were China’s first 
since May. (Agencies)

HONIARA: A powerful magnitude 7.3 
earthquake rattled the Solomon Islands 
Tuesday, overturning tables and send-
ing people racing for higher ground. A 
tsunami warning has been issued af-
ter the quake. However, no casualties 
have been reported yet. There were no 
immediate reports of widespread dam-
age or injuries. The quake’s epicenter 
was in the ocean about 56 kilome-
ters (35 miles) southwest of Honiara 
at a depth of 13 kilometers (8 miles), 
according to the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey. Solomon Islands—home to about 
700,000 people—doesn’t have any big 
high-rises, making it vulnerable to a 
quake. The Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center initially warned of possible haz-
ardous waves for the region but later 
downgraded a tsunami warning as the 
threat passed. The Solomon Islands sit 
on the Pacific Ring of Fire, an arc along 
the Pacific Ocean rim where many vol-
canic eruptions and earthquakes oc-
cur. (Agencies) MILK
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