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KIEV/MOSCOW: Russia has appar-
ently targeted Ukraine’s energy in-
frastructure in a large-scale missile 
attack on Wednesday, striking mul-
tiple targets in the capital Kiev and 
elsewhere across the country. Emer-
gency power outages have occurred 
in all regions as a result of the as-
sault, Ukraine’s national power grid 
operator Ukrenergo reported. Kiev 
Mayor Vitaly Klitschko said that 
there were explosions in various 
parts of the city and that water sup-
plies had been cut off. He also men-
tioned power shortages. The whole 
of Odessa Region has been left 
without electricity amid the attack, 
local authorities said. In Ukraine’s 
second-largest city Kharkov, the 
subway system has been paralyzed 
due to a power outage, with people 
being evacuated to the surface, the 
mayor said. The South Ukraine Nu-
clear Power Plant in the southern 
city of Nikolaev has been forced to 
shut down all of its reactors. The 
neighboring former Soviet Repub-
lic of Moldova has also experienced 
power shortages as a result of the 
Russian strikes on Ukraine. The 
country’s energy system is connect-
ed to that of Ukraine. There’ve been 
blackouts in the capital Chisinau 
and other parts of the country, with 
the breakaway region of Transn-
istria also being affected. A newborn 
baby was killed following a Russian 
strike that hit a maternity ward in 
Ukraine’s southern Zaporizhzhya 
region Ukrainian emergency ser-
vices said. Overnight on Tuesday to 
Wednesday, “in the city of Vilniansk 
in Zaporizhzhya region, as a result 
of a rocket attack on the territory 

of the local hospital, the two-storey 
building of the maternity ward was 
destroyed,” rescuers said on social 
media. They added that there was 
“a woman in labor with a newborn 
baby as well as a doctor” inside the 
building. “As a result of the attack, a 
baby born in 2022 died, the woman 
and doctor were rescued from the 
rubble,” rescuers said. Ukraine Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky said that 
Russia was trying to use the cold this 
winter as a “weapon of mass destruc-
tion” by striking energy infrastruc-
ture. Ukraine’s Russian-annexed 
Crimean peninsula was targeted by 
a drone attack, Kremlin-installed au-
thorities said, adding that Moscow’s 
forces there were “on alert”. The 
strike came as Kyiv claimed anoth-
er territorial victory and just days 
after Moscow said it was strength-
ening its position on the Crimean 
peninsula. “There is an attack with 
drones,” the governor of the Sev-
astopol administrative region in 
Crimea, Mikhail Razvozhayev, said 
on Telegram. “Our air defence forc-
es are working right now.” He said 
two drones had “already been shot 
down”. Razvozhayev said no civilian 
infrastructure had been damaged 
and called on residents to “remain 
calm.” A Group of 16 U.S. senators 
pressed the Biden administration to 
carefully reconsider Ukraine’s re-
quest for lethal Gray Eagle drones 
to fight Russia and asked the Penta-
gon to explain why it has not moved 
ahead. The Biden administration 
has so far rejected requests for the 
armable MQ-1C Gray Eagle drone, 
which has an operational ceiling of 
29,000 feet and would represent a 

great technological leap forward for 
Ukraine.  Russia has likely launched 
a number of Iranian manufactured 
un-crewed aerial vehicles (UAVs) 
against Ukraine since September, 
Britain’s Ministry of Defence said on 
Wednesday. It’s also likely that Rus-
sia has nearly exhausted its current 
stock of Iran-made weapons and will 
seek resupply, the ministry said in 
its daily intelligence update posted 
on Twitter. The Russian attacks have 
been a combination of UAVs and tra-
ditional reusable armed systems, it 
added. Now that pro-Moscow forc-
es have abandoned the southern 
Ukrainian city of Kherson, workers 
are tearing down posters express-
ing love for Russia and the benefits 
of receiving Russian passports and 
pensions. In their place are placards 
featuring simple slogans like “Kher-
son - hero city” and “Compatriots, 
you are free” printed on a yellow 
background. Britain is to send SEA 
KING helicopters to Ukraine for the 
first time since Russia’s invasion, 
the defence ministry in London said. 
Ten crews of Ukrainian service per-
sonnel and engineers underwent a 
six-week training programme in the 
UK, as part of the “first helicopter 
capability the UK has donated to 
Ukraine”, the ministry said. UK will 
also supply an additional 10,000 ar-
tillery rounds. The US said it would 
provide $4.5 billion in financial sup-
port for Ukraine, with the funds 
aimed at ‘bolstering economic stabil-
ity and supporting core government 
services.’ ‘These funds will begin 
disbursing in the coming weeks,’ 
said Treasury secretary Janet Yellen 
in a statement. (Agencies)

– UK to send Sea King helicopters to Ukraine – 

Russia launches another massive missile 
attack on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure

– Moldova has also experienced power shortages as a result of the Russian strikes.
–  Moscow says on alert after Crimea hit by ‘drone attack’.

– Zelensky says Russia using cold as ‘weapon of mass destruction’.
– Senators urge Pentagon to reconsider Gray Eagle drones for Ukraine.

– Britain says Russia has nearly exhausted current stock of Iran-made weapons.

Interference in politics is unconstitutional:  Bajwa

PM office receives six names for appointing COAS

ISTANBUL: Turkish Defense Minis-
ter Hulusi Akar said Wednesday that 
Turkiye’s military had hit nearly 500 
Kurdish targets across Iraq and Syria 
as part of a campaign of air strikes. 
“So far 471 targets have been struck 
and 254 terrorists were neutralized 
in the operation,” Akar was quot-
ed as saying by the official Anadolu 
news agency. Ankara began the se-
ries of air strikes as part of Operation 
Claw-Sword on Sunday. President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday 
threatened to launch a ground op-
eration into Syria “with tanks and 

soldiers” in defiance of international 
pressure not to do so. Turkiye’s air 
raids followed a bombing in Istanbul 
on November 13 that killed six peo-
ple and wounded 81. Turkiye blamed 
the attack on the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK), which is blacklisted 
as a terror group by the European 
Union and the United States. The 
PKK, which has waged an insurgen-
cy against the Turkish state since 
1984, denied any role in the bomb-
ing the deadliest in five years after a 
spate of attacks in Turkiye between 
2015 and 2017. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa said on Wednesday while term-
ing army’s interference in country’s 
politics as unconstitutional said that 
a state of confusion was created 
by creating a fake and false narra-
tive.  Addressing the Defence and 
Martyrs day ceremony in Rawalip-
indi. he said that the army has de-
cided not to interfere in political 
affairs, adding that the interference 
of Army in politics is unconstitution-
al. Gen Bajwa said, “I feel proud to 
have served as the commander of 
this great army for six years, adding 
that the peace in cities and villages 
is accredited to the sacrifices of its 
martyrs.” The Army Chief went on 
to say that the army cannot remain 
silent if there is external conspiracy 
in the country. “I want to forgive the 
aggressive behavior against me and 
the army and move forward,” he said 
and added he hopes the political par-
ties will also change their attitudes 
and we should learn from the mis-
takes and move forward. He said: 

“Today, Pakistan is suffering from 
a serious economic crisis and not a 
single party can solve these prob-
lems, adding that democratic culture 
must be embraced.” The Army Chief 
further said that wining and losing 
is part of politics and every party 
should accept victory and defeat. 
Pakistan is a blessing of almighty Al-
lah. He also thanked bereaved fami-
lies of the martyrs for attending the 
ceremony. Gen Bajwa said, “Pakistan 
Army always goes above and beyond 
in the service of its nation, whether it 
is an issue of Reko Diq, Karkey rent-
al power, the loss of the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) or the ex-
clusion of the country from the grey 
list. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minister Of-
fice said on Wednesday that it has re-
ceived the summary from the defence 
ministry with a panel of names for ap-
pointment of the chairman joint chiefs 
of staff committee (CJCSC) and chief 
of the army staff (COAS), as the next 
army chief is to take office on Novem-
ber 29 as the incumbent, Gen Qamar 
Javed Bajwa is going to retire on the 
same day. “The Prime Minister will 
take a decision on the appointments as 
per the laid down procedure,” it said 
in a tweet. PM Shehbaz and Defence 
Minister Khawaja Asif had an “im-
portant consultation” meeting regard-
ing the appointment of the new army 
chief on Tuesday. Special Assistant to 
the PM Malik Ahmed Khan and the 
Director General Inter-Services Intel-

ligence (DG ISI) were present in the 
meeting, source said. PPP co-chair-
man Asif Ali Zardari had also met with 
the premier at this critical juncture to 
discuss the overall political situation. 
Earlier, Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif in the wee hours of Wednesday 
said that the Prime Minister’s Office 
has received the summary from the 
defence ministry after the GHQ said 
that it forwarded the summary to it 
in a late night development on Tues-
day. “The summary was received from 
the Ministry of Defense in the Prime 
Minister’s Office. Inshallah, the rest of 
the steps will be completed soon.” Asif 
told a private news channel on Tues-
day that there was “no conflict” with 
the security institution over the army 
chief appointment. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US Supreme 
Court cleared the release of Donald 
Trump’s tax returns to a House of 
Representatives committee, hand-
ing a defeat to the Republican for-
mer president who had called the 
Democratic-led panel’s request 
politically motivated. The justices 
denied Trump’s October 31 emer-
gency application to block a lower 
court’s ruling that upheld the Ways 
and Means Committee’s request for 
his tax records as a justified part 
of the panel’s legislative work. No 
justice publicly dissented from the 
decision.  The committee, which 

has sought six years of Trump’s 
tax records spanning 2015 to 2020, 
will have little time to complete its 
work related to the returns before a 
Republican takeover of the House. 
Republicans secured a narrow ma-
jority following the November 8 

midterm elections and take control 
of the House - and the committee - 
in January. The fight over his tax re-
turns is one of many legal woes for 
Trump as he moves forward with 
another run for the presidency in 
2024. Trump last week announced 
the launch of his candidacy. Ways 
and Means Chairman Richard Neal 
said the Supreme Court’s action up-
holds the principle of congressional 
oversight. “This rises above politics, 
and the committee will now conduct 
the oversight that we’ve sought for 
the last three and a half years,” Neal 
said in a statement. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: Taiwan is seeing less Chinese 
interference ahead of its local elections, 
possibly due to China’s own domestic 
problems and its efforts to improve 
its international image, Taiwanese 
foreign minister Joseph Wu said on 
Wednesday. Taiwan has accused Chi-
na, which claims the democratically 
governed island as its own territory, of 
repeated efforts to sway the results of 
its elections, whether by online disin-
formation campaigns or overt military 
threats. Speaking to reporters ahead 
of Saturday’s elections in Taiwan for 
mayors and councillors, Wu said Chi-
na was always a factor when Taiwan 
voted, but this time around Beijing was 
meddling less. “I would describe it as 
that the Chinese interference in our 
election is not as prevailing as previous 
elections,” he said. The elements not 
there this time included using cheap 
air tickets to encourage Taiwanese 
who live in China to go home to vote 

for pro-China candidates, or intimidat-
ing Taiwan’s people, Wu said. China’s 
Taiwan Affairs Office did not respond 
to a request for comment. It has ac-
cused Taiwan’s ruling Democratic Pro-
gressive Party of hyping up the threat 
from China for political gain. Wu said 
he did not definitively know why Chi-
na was being more hands-off with 
this election, but it could be because 
Beijing was trying to get its ties with 
other countries back on track after 
being criticised for threats against Tai-
wan. China staged military exercises 
near Taiwan in August after then-US 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited 
Taipei. While China’s military activities 
have continued, they have been at a 
much-reduced scale. “It is also possible 
that China is being very busy in deal-
ing with its own domestic problems,” 
Wu added, referring to issues like Chi-
na’s Covid-19 lockdowns and property 
market problems. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK’s top court ruled 
today the Scottish government can-
not hold a second referendum on 
independence next year without ap-
proval from the British parliament, 
dealing a hammer blow to nation-
alists’ hopes of holding a vote next 
year. In 2014, Scots rejected ending 
the more-than 300-year-old union 
with England by 55% to 45%, but 
independence campaigners have 
argued the vote two years later 
for Britain to leave the European 
Union, which the majority of Scot-
tish voters opposed, has materially 
changed the circumstances. Scottish 
first minister Nicola Sturgeon, lead-
er of the pro-independence Scottish 
National Party (SNP), announced 
earlier this year that she intended 
to hold an advisory independence 
vote on Oct 19, 2023, but that it 

had to be lawful and international-
ly recognised. However, the British 
government in London has said it 
would not grant permission for an-
other plebiscite, saying it should be 
a once-in-a-generation event. Polls 
suggest voters remain evenly split 
over whether or not they support 
independence and a vote would be 
too close to call. The Scottish gov-
ernment’s most senior law officer 
had asked the UK Supreme Court 
whether the Scottish government 
could pass legislation paving the 
way for an advisory second refer-
endum without the approval of the 
UK parliament. “The Scottish par-
liament does not have the power to 
legislate for a referendum on Scot-
tish independence,” Robert Reed, 
the president of the UK Supreme 
Court, said. (Agencies)

US Supreme Court clears way for lawmakers to get Trump’s tax returns

Taiwan sees less Chinese interference  
ahead of elections

UK court rejects Scottish independence vote bid

Turkiye hits nearly 500 Kurdish targets in Iraq, Syria

 Gunman kills 10 in 
Virginia mass shooting
VIRGINIA: At least 10 people were 
killed when a gunman opened fire 
in a Walmart supermarket in Chesa-
peake, in the US state of Virginia. Leo 
Kosinski, a spokesman with the Ches-
apeake Police Department, said in a 
brief news conference that the shoot-
er was found dead at the store. Kos-
inski said the shooting was believed 
to have happened inside the store, 
and that the suspect acted alone. 
There are few details, but a police of-
ficer spoke of no more than 10 people 
killed and multiple injured. No motive 
has emerged. Virginia state Senator 
L. Louise Lucas, also a Democrat, 
added that she was “absolutely heart-
broken”. She wrote on Twitter: “I will 
not rest until we find the solutions to 
end this gun violence epidemic in our 
country.” (Agencies)
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CM inaugurates ‘University of Shangla’ to address shortage of higher educational facilities

Experts for early operationalization of COP 27 fund 

15-day training organised for Afghan students

NWGH, RMI jointly announce  
post FCPS fellowship programme 

Stakeholders call for long-term trade policy,  
facilitation of industry 

* Staff Reporter*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
formally inaugurated the University 
of Shangla, which is a milestone proj-
ect towards addressing the shortage 
of higher educational facilities in the 
district to a great extent. Addressing 
media persons and a public gather-
ing after the inaugural ceremony, 
the Chief Minister announced free 
education for children of coal mine 
workers at the university, adding that 
the incumbent provincial government 
is focused on the uplift of backward 
districts of the province to ensure 
uniform development. The establish-
ment of Shangla University was a 
much needed project which will con-
tribute greatly towards human devel-
opment not only in Shangla but the 

whole adjacent region. It is the desire 
and effort of the provincial govern-
ment to ensure that the youth of this 
area are imparted with quality higher 
education instead of working in coal 
mines. Mahmood Khan clarified that 
his government is committed to es-
tablishing tourism as an industry in 
the province in order to provide liveli-
hood opportunities and enable people 
to earn their living in their respective 

districts. Regarding the kidnapping 
of coal mine workers from District 
Shangla in Baluchistan province, the 
Chief Minister clarified that the gov-
ernment is in touch with the govern-
ment of Baluchistan and expressed 
hope that the kidnapped workers will 
be recovered soon. The Chief Minis-
ter stated that despite the financial 
constraints created by the imported 
federal government.

PESHAWAR: The environmen-
tal and political experts here on 
Wednesday said that the climate 
change was an international issue 
and underscored the need for ear-
ly operationalization of the ‘COP 
27 loss and damage fund’ to help 
control climate change-induced 
damages in 134 vulnerable coun-
tries including Pakistan. Welcom-
ing the COP 27’s landmark decision 
to establish a fund to compensate 
losses and damages caused by the 
climate change related disasters in-
cluding floods, cyclones, torrential 
rains and earthquakes, the experts 
said that its early implementation 
would immensely help provide the 
much-needed financial support to 
about 134 countries such as Paki-

stan, Bangladesh, Nepal and other 
developing states. “Establishment 
the fund is the long-awaited demand 
of developing countries and Paki-
stan and the consensus decision in 
this regard by COP27 at Sharm-El-
Sheikh in Egypt was a significant 
step towards climate justice,” said 
Professor Dr A.H Hilali, former 
Chairman, Department of Political 
Science, University of Peshawar 
while talking to APP. The climate 
change’s vulnerable countries, es-
pecially the Group of 77 and China 
besides Pakistan, were demand-
ing for such a fund for the past 30 
years, he said, adding that the Paki-
stani Government’s positive role in 
this regard was also praised worthy. 
He said that Pakistan, as a chair of 

the Group 27 and China, had galva-
nized support for establishment of 
this fund that was also endorsed by 
the developing, GULF and SAARC. 
Pakistan is most vulnerable to cli-
mate change’s susceptibilities due 
to its geographical placement, high 
population growth, drought and de-
forestation as evident of the 2010 
and 2022 devastating floods that 
brought havoc to almost all sectors 
of life in all provinces in Pakistan, 
he said. He said that over USD 30 
billion economic losses and damag-
es were reported in Pakistan while 
over 30 million people were direct-
ly affected and hundreds of thou-
sands displaced from Kalam Swat 
to Dadu Sindh province due to re-
cent floods. (APP)

PESHAWAR: IMSciences Univer-
sity Peshawar has organised a fif-
teen-day capacity building training 
for Afghan students pursuing a 
career in the fashion designing in-
dustry. The training is part of Em-
powering Women Society initiative. 
According to a press release issued 
here on Wednesday, the training has 
been arranged with the support of 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation, a 
German organization. “This pro-
gram aims to develop new business 
models and supply channels for 
Afghan people in order to create 
business and employment oppor-
tunities for them in the fashion in-
dustry,” said Director of IMSciences 
Dr Muhammad Mohsin Khan. In 
his welcome remarks, he highlight-
ed the business opportunities in 
the fashion industry. The training 

course started on November 22 
and would continue for 15 days, he 
added. During the training, skilled 
facilitators from Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto Women’s University and 
Iqra National University Peshawar 
will impart training to the partici-
pants. Representatives from FNF, 
Birgit Lamm and Aamir Amjad and 
members of Afghan Consulate, Wa-
heedullah Himmat and Hameedul-
lah Fazal Khel attended the open-
ing session of the training. Birgit 
explained different projects of FNF. 
Waheedullah Himmat in his speech 
encouraged the students to attend 
such trainings where they could en-
hance the employable skills along 
with their education. In the end, 
Project Coordinator Dr Muhmmad 
Rafiq explained the need of such 
trainings. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Northwest Gener-
al Hospital (NWGH) and Rehman 
Medical Institute (RMI) on Wednes-
day inaugurated “Joint Post FCPS 
Advanced Head and Neck Surgical 
Fellowship Programme”. The fel-
lowship programme is a collabo-
ration between Northwest General 
Hospital and Rehman Medical In-
stitute and aims at providing hands-
on, rigorous training for post-
graduate fellows in advanced and 

intricate techniques regarding head 
and neck surgeries. The fellowship 
programme would be overseen by 
Prof Dr Sidra Jabbar, Dean NWGH 
and Prof Dr Shahzada Bakhtyar Za-
hid, Dean RMI who were also pres-
ent at the event. The participants 
at the event were addressed by the 
respective CEOs of both institutions 
Dr Zia Ur Rehman, CEO NWGH, 
and Dr Shafique Ur Rehman, CEO 
RMI. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Stakeholders have 
called for the formulation of long-
term trade policy and facilitation 
of the industry to promote national 
exports on a sustainable basis. The 
call was made during a public-pri-
vate dialogue (PPD) on discussing 
issues related to local trade and ex-
ports from Peshawar, the other day, 
said a press release issued here on 
Wednesday. The dialogue was or-
ganized under the auspices of the 
Centre for Governance and Public 
Accountability (CGPA) in collab-
oration with Small & Medium En-
terprises Development Authority 
(SMEDA). The event was part of the 
project “Mobilizing Economic Re-
formers to Keep Critical Civic Space 
Open in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Prov-
ince” initiated by the CGPA. The ses-
sion was aimed at gathering input 
on the issues faced by the business 
community of Peshawar and dis-
cussing the possible solutions with 
government officials concerned via 

an arrangement of Public-Private 
Dialogues (PPD). This was the 10th 
PPD event, focused on identifying 
the issues pertaining to local trade 
in Peshawar and issues hampering 
exports from Peshawar. These PPD 
sessions will be concluded with the 
formation of recommended policy 
for developing a conducive econom-
ic environment in Peshawar. Entre-
preneurs from Peshawar, engaged 
in trading and exports, members 
of Sarhad Chamber of Commerce, 
Women Chamber of Commerce, 
Furniture Association, Livestock and 
Farmers Association, officials from 
KP board of Investment Pakistan, 
Customs department, Industries de-
partment, Trade Development Au-
thority of Pakistan (TDAP), Small 
& Medium Enterprise Development 
Authority (SMEDA), Pakistan Hunt-
ing & Sporting Arms Development 
Company (PHSADC Ministry of In-
dustries & Production), participated 
in the dialogue session. (APP)

KP to remain under spell of cold weather

President appoints Haji Ghulam Ali  
as Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

PPP dubs PTI long march as 
 ‘Save Farah Gogi March’ 

ADC directs measures to control dengue spread

Speakers for effective smoking cessation services,  
utilizing THR for a smoke-free Pakistan

Electrification, gas projects inaugurated

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday predicted that mainly 
cold and dry weather was expect-
ed in most districts of the province, 
while very cold in the hilly areas 
during the next 24 hours. 
It said that shallow fog in isolat-
ed pockets is also likely to occur 
over Swabi, Mardan, Nowshera, 
Charsadda, Peshawar and D.I. Khan 
districts, as well as Peshawar on 

Swabi Motorway during late night 
and morning hours. 
During the last 24 hours, cold and 
dry weather occurred in the prov-
ince, while very cold in hilly areas. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded at different sta-
tions of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were as Peshawar City 27/05, Chi-
tral 16/09, Timergara 23/06, Dir 
20/00, Mirkhani 19/00, Kalam 14/-
3, Drosh 15/05, Saidu Sharif 23/02, 
Pattan 23/15, Malam Jabba 09/02, 
Takht Bhai 29/04, Kakul 19/03, Bal-
akot 23/04, Parachinar 22/00, Bannu 
28/06 , Cherat 15/06 and D.I. Khan 
32/10. 
The lowest temperature recorded 
in the province was -03 C in Kalam. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has appointed Haji Ghulam Ali as 
Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP). The President appointed the 
governor on the advice of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who 
had sent a summary to the President 
Dr Arif Alvi for the appointment of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhuwa Governor. 
He nominated former Senator Haji 
Ghulam Ali as his candidate for the 
post. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has sent a summary of the appoint-
ment of Haji Ghulam Ali as the Gov-
ernor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to the 
President as the seat was vacant for 
a very long time. JUI(F) chief Mau-
lana Fazlur Rehman had nominated 
him for the post of governor. In a 
summary sent by the Prime Min-

ister to President Dr Arif Alvi, the 
JUI-F leader has been recommend-
ed for the appointment of Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa under Article 
101 of the Constitution. It may be 
recalled that after the resignation of 
former Governor KP Shah Farman, 
Speaker KP Assembly Mushtaq 
Ghani is performing the duties of 
acting Governor KP. (Staff Report)

PESHAWAR: Secretary Information 
PPP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Amjad 
Khan Afridi has said that all narra-
tives of the PTI Chief Imran Khan 
had been proved “false” and the long 
march on the capital was “Save Farah 
Gogi” March. Addressing a press con-
ference here in Peshawar Press Club 
(PPC) on Wednesday, he said that 
the PTI chief was making all nation-
al institutions controversial and had 
played havoc with the national econ-
omy. The PPP leader said that the PTI 
chief was accusing the leadership of 
his rival political parties of corrup-
tion, but he himself had “robbed 
from the Toshakhana” gifts received 
by him from the rulers of other coun-
tries. Criticizing the performance of 
the provincial government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, he asked the Chief 

Minister Mahmood Khan to focus on 
the welfare of the people of the prov-
ince instead of spending the resourc-
es of the province on the publicity of 
his party chief. He said that the pro-
vincial government had brought the 
financial position of the province on 
the verge of bankruptcy. He said that 
the provincial government was not 
even in a position to clear the pend-
ing bills of the contractors. To a ques-
tion, he said that the re-organization 
of the PPP had been completed and 
very soon Chairman Bilawal Bhutto 
would visit the province to address 
party conventions in Peshawar and 
Kohat. To another question about the 
popularity of the party in the prov-
ince, he said that PPP would give 
surprises to its opponents in the next 
general elections. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Dir Lower Abul Wali 
Khan on Wednesday directed all te-
hsil municipal officers to expedite 
measures to control the spread of 
dengue in the district. He issued 
these directives while chairing a 
meeting of district health officers, 
representatives of local government 
and education departments as well 
as all tehsil municipal adminis-
trations. On the occasion, District 
Entomologist Abdul Waris briefed 
the participants about the current 

situation of dengue in the district. 
The ADC directed for devising a 
comprehensive plan and ensuring 
timely fumigation in their respective 
areas to control dengue mosqui-
toes. Meanwhile, Assistant Com-
missioner Lal Qila, Noorzali Khan 
inspected Government High school 
Chinar Kot and checked furniture, 
playground and fire extinguishers. 
He also inspected the Basic Health 
Unit Chinar Kot and reviewed all the 
facilities being provided to patients. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan needs to pro-
vide effective and affordable smok-
ing cessation services and make to-
bacco harm reduction (THR) part of 
the national tobacco control policy to 
end or reduce combustible smoking 
prevalence in Pakistan. It was noted 
at a consultation meeting on the cur-
rent situation and role of the THR in 
ending of combustible smoking from 
Pakistan. The consultation was orga-
nized by Alternative Research Initia-

tive (ARI) here Wednesday. The par-
ticipants were informed that Pakistan 
was facing a heavy burden of diseas-
es because of combustible smoking, 
with nearly 29 million users of to-
bacco in the country. Some estimates 
say the number of tobacco users has 
reached 31 million. The total eco-
nomic cost of smoking in Pakistan 
was Rs 615.07 billion in 2019, equal 
to 1.6 percent of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Housing Minister Amjad Ali on 
Wednesday inaugurated electrifica-
tion and gas projects in Jalozai Hous-
ing scheme Nowshera. Address-
ing the occasion, the minister said 
that all the basic facilities related to 
the construction and occupancy of 
houses had been provided in Jalozai 
Housing Project in the Nowshera 

district, adding that the plot owners 
could start construction work any 
time they require. He said that it was 
commendable to expedite the work 
on the project and ensure its com-
pletion in a short period of time. Dr 
Amjad Ali said that the Jalozai hous-
ing project consists of a total of 8,905 
kanals of land, whereas 8,631 plots of 
10, 7, 5 and 20 marlas. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 228.75 231

China Yuan 31.41 31.66

Japanese Yen 1.73 1.79

Saudi Riyal 63.4 64

U.A.E Dirham 65.4 66

UK Pound 281.2 284

Euro 244 246.5

Australian Dollar 148.8 150.05

Canadian Dollar 166.21 167.56

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
146400 

Rs. 
134199 

Rs. 
128100 

Rs. 
109800

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
125500 

Rs. 
115041 

Rs. 
109813 

Rs.  
94125

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12550 

Rs.  
11504 

Rs.  
10981 

Rs.  
9413

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
355800 

Rs. 
326148 

Rs. 
311325 

Rs. 
266850
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The history of relations between Pakistan and the US is very 
old. Instead of Russia, Pakistan preferred to develop good re-
lations with the US and it improved with the passage of time. 
However, many ups and downs came in these friendly relations 
during the past seventy-five years. The US most often didn’t 
meet its commitment made with Pakistan and it is because of 
its position in World politics. Several times, Islamabad’s hopes 
were dashed, but despite this, the friendship between the two 
countries did not end and things continued to go smoothly. 
When Imran Khan’s government was removed by the unit-
ed opposition through a no-confidence motion, he started 
blaming the US administration for helping the opposition in 
throwing his government out and named this a conspiracy. 
Imran Khan made a narrative based on the usual diplomatic 
letter (cypher) of the Pakistan ambassador to the US, through 
which, the PTI chairman declared that the US was involved 
in changing his government. He publisized his narrative so 
loudly and as a result, the US administration became unhappy 
with Pakistan. After lashing out against the US, Imran Khan 
has now reverted from his own narrative of cypher conspiracy. 
However, his narrative badly damaged the relations between 
Islamabad and Washington. Though, the current government 
is continuing efforts to improve it again, however it seems to 
take some time. Recently, the US Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has issued a statement saying that Pakistan is still an import-
ant and valuable ally of the US in the region, while India is an 
invaluable partner at global level. The statement further said 
that a prosperous and democratic Pakistan is more important 
to US interests. It is hoped that relations between Pakistan 
and the US would improve with each passing day.

Pak-US Relations

His recent statement on Pakistan is 
continuation of his strategic percep-
tion of the world. Was it off the cuff? 
A policy statement? Or, it is reiteration 
of long-term assessment of US policy 
makers. For Pakistan, it is not new. 
The US think-tanks in their policy 
papers, Pentagon and US Command-
ers during Afghan war have been 
uttering such statements repeatedly. 
They never minced words, it is we, 
as a nation, who remained in fictional 
romance. The moment Pakistan was 
born, it faced existence threat. India 
refused to release our share of ord-
nance. What little army we inherited 
got embroiled in refugee security and 
safe transfer of population in divided 
districts and from elsewhere in India 
to Pakistan. Alliance with USA in the 
fifties was a calculated diplomacy to 
strengthen the defence forces which 
were small in number and devoid 
of any equipment against growing 
Indian aggressiveness. It was not a 
compulsion at that time. It became 
so in recent past due to corruption, 
governance and power struggle of 
the Pakistani ruling elite. (US and 
Pakistan exchanges in the fifties 
since declassified). There is no doubt 
Pakistan defence forces were mod-
ernised during this period. It is easy to 
criticise after lapse of seventy years. 
Global geo-strategic map changed 
after World War-II, it was the period 
of alliances. Even India on face of it 
made itself part of non-aligned bloc, 
yet it was fully benefitting from Soviet 
weapon largesse, a romance still per-
sists. Both the Soviet Union and India 
were using this non-aligned platform 
to benefit each other diplomatically, 
politically and strategically. Not only 
Egypt and India were fully aligned 
to the Soviet Union at that time but 
claimed themselves torch bearer of 
Non-Aligned Bloc. It was diplomacy 
par excellence on the part of Neh-
ru, the then Prime Minster of India. 

Indian penetration was deep in the 
Soviet bureaucracy and socially, it 
even continued after break up of the 
Soviet Union in the late nineties. Rus-
sian Companies were refusing to do 
business with Pakistan under Indian 
influence. At the same time Indians 
were going to the US in droves for ed-
ucation and migration. Indians were 
also quick to adopt American way 
of life. They were penetrating in the 
system and body politics. The result, 
after seventy years, the third genera-
tion of Indian American is VP of the 
US. Indeed, it is a remarkable feat. 
Indian Americans filled the space 
created by Americans youth drifted 
away from higher education and hard 
work. Contrarily, Pakistani Diaspora 
remained mired into socio, religios-
ity and lacked in higher education. 
They remained satisfied remaining 
aloof and at lower strata barring few 
individuals. It is in the eighties Paki-
stani emigrants realised the shrinking 
space vis-a-vis Indians. A large num-
ber who went for education in the 
eighties and many settling there re-
alised this phenomenon. Meanwhile, 
a large influx of Arabs, African and 
Mexican settlers rang the danger bell 
in white middle America. Trump’s 
success thus was on nationalist agen-
da. Torch-bearers are middle Amer-
icans. It has created a large degree 
of polarisation. In the follow-up of 
9/11 Afghanistan, Pakistanis became 
prime target. American society on 
surface is democratic but sadist and 
intolerable under the skin. As Paki-
stan was important for the US in Cold 
War, it became more relevant in war 
against Soviet Union and a love bird. 
Later during Afghan civil war among 
factions. In the follow-up of 9/11 inva-
sions of Afghanistan under the garb 
of UN resolution, Pakistan has been 
a base camp. A shameful defeat af-
ter twenty years of war left not only 
ruined Afghanistan, it inflicted heavy 

cost on Pakistan. Pakistan besides 
huge economic losses had to face 
spectre of terrorism nurtured by CIA, 
RAW and Mossad threatening even 
its existence. Pakistani defence forc-
es and resilience of Pakistani nation 
defeated this menace, historic from 
any angle in geo-strategic parlance. 
Notwithstanding economic and hu-
man losses it made Pakistani nation 
war hardy and it realised its inner 
strength. Factionalism and tribalism 
apart Pakistan started emerging a 
strong county, a professional army, 
with nuclear capability. It was against 
all US wish mongers to keep Pakistan 
subservient. Pakistan is the greatest 
hinderance against Indian hegemo-
ny being propped up against newly 
emerging world power China and 
new world order. Result, fifth gener-
ation war has been unleashed in Pa-
kistan to weaken it internally to an 
extent it follows US dictates on one 
side and accept Indian hegemony. 
Noam Chomsky, Daniel Seth Markey 
and scores of US authors laid open 
the road-map. Two things happened, 
China entered in a big way by signing 
huge infrastructure development pro-
gramme by way of CPEC part of BRI 
in Pakistan, and defence cooperation. 
Second, the extended hand of Rus-
sian Federation. These developments 
are not acceptable to the US. Further 
the emergence of PTI factor, a third 
political force. It transformed the 
youth mindset in a way never envi-
sioned. Pakistan for Pakistanis creat-
ed shock waves among US planners. 
Thus a pliant regime was necessary. 
The experiment from day one ran 
into unexpected reaction amongst 
the people of Pakistan. They rejected 
the regime mired in corruption. More 
than half the population is young and 
vibrant.

Courtesy Pakistan Observer
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Pakistan a dangerous country: Joe Biden
— By Brig Tariq Khalil (R)

A report titled ‘Military Operations 
Other Than War in China’s Foreign 
Policy’ published by America’s Stim-
son Center and authored by James 
Siebens and Ryan Lucas provided a 
detailed analysis of China’s military 
activities abroad. This extensive re-
port gives us an exhaustive overview 
of aims and objectives and overt and 
covert future milestones. The report 
says that President Xi Jinping of Chi-
na approved the trial guidelines to 
provide a specific, “legal underpin-
ning for non-war military operations”. 
Such operations are more commonly 
known as Military Operations Other 
Than War i.e. MOOTW. According 
to the public outline of President Xi’s 
order, its primary objectives are to 
prevent and neutralise risks and chal-
lenges to China’s interests; to main-
tain national sovereignty and regional 
stability; and to standardise and reg-
ulate the People Liberation Army’s 
(PLA) planning and conduct of non-
war military operations. Two points 
about the report are very important: 
one, the timing of its publication; and 
two, the last paragraph of its execu-
tive summary. This paragraph states, 
“It is essential for analysts and policy-
makers in the US, and globally, to dis-
cern between Chinese MOOTW that 
threaten regional peace and stability 
and those that have the potential to 
strengthen and contribute to the rule-
based international order.” I could 
have my reservations about whether 
or not this report is useful for policy-
makers, but I am certain it could be 
used in communication classrooms 
as a comparative propagation. It is no 
secret that the US had, since the Cold 
War days, started massive military ops 
across the globe and made hundreds 
of US military bases worldwide. US’s 
MOOTW are quite an old phenome-
non. We perceive that it is obvious for 
non-US to have US military bases in 
the neighborhood. Nevertheless, as 
we have seen in the above-mentioned 
report, the US does that “for region-
al peace and to strengthen and con-
tribute to the rule-based international 
order”. These great words provide a 
psychological licence for the US to 

hover around, but an impartial ob-
server like me could not stop probing 
into the metaphor of “regional peace 
and rule-based international order”, if 
US military activities, war or MOOTW 
have brought regional stability some-
where, then I must look for that lucky 
region. What is the international rule-
based order? Is it the same for US 
and non-US and how much has the 
US MOOTW or full-scale wars man-
aged to secure it? These are simple 
questions that require simple yes or 
no answers. I believe the US must 
now realise that its twisted linguistics 
— grandeur of enduring peace, rule-
based international order, war for 
peace, greater good, and for humani-
ty’s sake — have become clichéd, and 
US-backed think tanks must come up 
with new metaphors which are not 
tried and tested and not associated 
with global disharmony, displace-
ment and hegemony. As an extensive 
observer of propaganda, I am more 
fascinated by the stance Beijing has 
decided to take; it is not selling the 
candy of international rule-based or-
der or other’s peace and stability. On 
the contrary, Beijing is more open and 
realistic by putting China first and at 
the centre of all ventures. For the non-
war military operations, China cat-
egorically states that it is for China’s 
sovereignty first and then regional 
peace. The realistic but strict tone of 
China is filling the vacuum created by 
US’s larger-than-life linguistics with 
zero positive impact factor. Now the 
world has become quite practical and 
we cannot impress people just with 
beautiful dictions and lousy prom-
ises when they are also loaded with 
hegemonic ambitions. BRI could be 
an example of my claim; China has 
reached as far as Africa with a proper 
actionable give-and-take agenda. Ac-
cording to an independent taskforce 
report released by the Council on For-
eign Relations, BRI’s size and scope 
give it the potential to boost global 
GDP by as much as $7.1 trillion by 
2040 and reduce global trade costs by 
up to 2.2%. 

Courtesy The Express Tribune

China, US and the MOOTW strategy
— By Shazia Anwer Cheema 

Problematic new normal
Recently, many students seeking ad-
mission into MBBS programmes sat 
their MDCATs. However, since the 
pandemic, the format of the MDCAT 
test has gone through drastic chang-
es. The exams have been shifted on-

line and many students are unfamiliar 
with how to sit the test in this mode. 
They lack the practice of solving 
problems using PCs or tablets. Fur-
thermore, there is a lot of confusion 
concerning what to do in case of an 
equipment malfunction or if the inter-

net is down. The government should 
come up with a plan to properly facil-
itate those taking the next round of 
MDCATs.

– Hareem Hasnain
– Lahore

Letter to the Editor

Chief of Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa will retire on November 
29, this year. During his tenure, Gen. 
Bajwa brought many positive chang-
es in various provinces of the country. 
But, his herculean role in mainstream-
ing the Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA) is praiseworthy. During 
his visit to South Waziristan on Feb-
ruary 12, 2017, Gen. Bajwa lauded 
the troops’ bravery which enabled the 
re-establishment of the state’s writ in 
the tribal belt. He also appreciated the 
resolve of tribal brethren for support-
ing the Army’s effort. Owing to Army 
Chief Gen. Bajwa’s efforts, the As-
sembly of the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) province passed a resolution 
on December 15, 2016, in favour of 
merging FATA into KP. In a historic 
move, the National Assembly on May 
24, 2018, with a two-thirds majori-
ty voted in favour of a constitutional 
amendment to merge the FATA with 
the KP. Two allies of the ruling party, 
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl and 
the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party 
opposed the bill. The bill also amend-
ed Article 246 of the Constitution ac-
cording to which areas of Provincially 
Administered Tribal Areas (PATA) are 
to be merged in Balochistan and KP. 
The polling was held for the elections 
of the KP Assembly in the merged 
tribal districts of FATA on July 20, 
2019. Almost all the mainstream po-
litical parties, including independent 
candidates, participated in the elec-
tions, while voter turnout remained 
decent. In this context, spokesperson 
of the Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) Nadeem Qasim appreciat-
ed Army’s role in making a peaceful 
election happen. Earlier, the govern-
ment planned to spend Rs100 billion 
annually on the development of the 

erstwhile FATA—the uplift of the local 
population to bring them at par with 
the citizens of the other areas of the 
country and to remove their sense 
of deprivation. During Gen. Bajwa’s 
term, continuing military operation 
the Zarb-e-Azb, in February 2017, the 
Pakistan Army launched ‘Operation 
Radd-ul-Fasaad aimed at indiscrimi-
nately eliminating the residual/latent 
threat of terrorism, and further en-
suring Pakistan’s border security. The 
tribal regions remained troubled for 
over a decade due to the US-led so-
called war on terror. Nevertheless, un-
der Gen. Bajwa’s command, through 
military operations, Pakistan’s Armed 
Forces and especially Army have 
successfully broken the backbone of 
the foreign-backed terrorists, while 
the country’s primary intelligence 
agency ISI has broken the network 
of these terrorist groups by captur-
ing several militants. Besides other 
provinces, peace has been restored in 
the KP. Notably, the Taliban fighters 
on August 15, 2021, entered the Af-
ghan capital Kabul and seized power, 
taking control of Afghanistan. Their 
government clarified that Afghan soil 
would not be used for any terrorist 
groups like Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and TTP 
for terror attacks against neighbour-
ing countries, including Pakistan. But, 
regarding some recent terror attacks 
in the country’s various provinces, 
particularly KP, sources suggested 
that some terrorists of the TTP which 
is based in Afghanistan have entered 
Pakistan from Afghanistan. Hence, 
military leadership has warned Ka-
bul to check this infiltration. To sus-
tain the hard-earned peace, Pakistan 
Army also started fencing along the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border in June 
2017, and has, almost, been complet-

ed this year to improve the security 
situation. It would stop preventing 
illegal cross-border movement—in-
cluding those of terrorists who enter 
Pakistan from Afghanistan’s side and 
bring the drug-weapon trade to a halt. 
The fencing of the Pak-Afghan bor-
der which is 2,611-kilometre—843 
border posts were planned, out of 
which most have been completed. For 
growing trade activities, more than 
800 kilometres of roads have been 
constructed in the tribal districts for 
connectivity with the country’s other 
Areas. It is mentionable that external 
powers which have been supporting 
the Baloch Sub-Nationalists (BSNs) 
are also behind the Pashtun Tahafuz 
Movement (PTM) as part of their 
unfinished agenda against Pakistan. 
But, it is because of the Army’s devel-
opment works in the tribal areas that 
the PTM has failed in instigating the 
public against the federation, while 
an amalgamation of FATA/PATA with 
KP will result in multiple benefits for 
the people. Therefore, the merger 
was welcomed by the tribal people—
giving them representation in the KP 
Assembly and the National Assembly. 
The merger has been a long-await-
ed move, as FATA was administered 
through Frontier Crimes Regulation 
(FCR) which was officially enacted in 
1901 has its origins in laws that were 
enacted by the British colonialists to 
counter the opposition of the Pash-
tuns to British rule, and political agent 
acted as a justice along with other 
executive tasks. The tribal Sardars 
(Lords) who continued British prac-
tices were in favour of the division of 
FATA/PATA and KP.

Courtesy The Nation

Mainstreaming FATA
— By Sajjad Shaukat 
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Int’l day for ‘Elimination of violence 
against women’ to be marked on friday 

Khan making national institutions controversial  
to gain power : Sharmila 

Khar for global action plan to counter  
Islamophobia at UNAOC’s 9th global forum 

Supply of subsidized flour continues  
in Flood-hit Naseerabad

Sc directs govt to submit reply  
on political interference in police transfers

ISLAMABAD: International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against 
Women will be marked on November 
25 (Friday) across the globe includ-
ing Pakistan to raise public aware-
ness of violence against women. Vio-
lence against women is an issue that 
UN and many others take seriously. 
Various activities would be arranged 
around the world including Pakistan 
to draw attention to the need for con-
tinuing action to eliminate violence 
against women, projects to enable 
women and their children to escape 
violence and campaigns to educate 
people about the consequences of 
violence against women. Locally, 
women’s groups may organize ral-
lies, communal meals, fundraising 

activities and present research on 
violence against women in their own 
communities. An ongoing campaign 
that people are encouraged to partic-
ipate in, especially around this time 
of the year when awareness levels 
for the day are high, is the “Say No to 
Violence Against Women campaign”. 
On December 17, 1999, November 25 
was designated as the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women by the UN General 
Assembly. Each year observances 
around the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against 
Women concentrate on a particular 
theme, such as “Demanding Imple-
mentation, Challenging Obstacles” 
(2008). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) leader, MPA Sharmila 
Farooqi Wednesday criticized PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan for creating 
unrest in the country through a so-
called long march and for making 
security institutions controversial 
in a bid to get power again. Talking 
to the ptv news, she said contro-
versial statements of PTI leader-
ship in public will harm the image 
of Pakistan, and those who talk 
against institutions have no future. 
Every conspiracy against securi-
ty institutions will be exposed and 
nobody would be allowed to harm 
the dignity of national institutions, 
she mentioned. Sharmila said that 
PTI was wasting the nation’s time 
and money for personal interest, 

adding, Imran Khan should blame 
himself for his failure instead of 
others. Replying to a question, she 
said Imran Khan’s long march was 
aimed to create unrest and anar-
chy in the country, adding, Khan 
was not coming to Rawalpindi for 
holding a peaceful long march but 
he wanted to disrupt the country’s 
peace. “Chairman PTI had zero 
performance in last four years and 
nothing to show for his future pol-
itics, therefore; he was only blam-
ing the institution, pressurizing 
the government to come in power 
through back doors”. PTI leaders 
were masters of U-turns, and they 
always preferred their personal in-
terests over the country’s interests, 
she added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar 
on Wednesday stressed the impor-
tance of continued and robust in-
ter-religious, inter-civilizational and 
inter-faith dialogue as a ‘catalyst to 
promote peaceful co-existence, mu-
tual understanding, and harmony’. 
She was addressing the 9th Global 
Forum of the United Nations Al-
liance of Civilizations (UNAOC), 
being hosted by Morocco’s city of 
Fez from November 22-23. The Min-
ister of State articulated Pakistan’s 
perspective and concerns about the 
growing problem of religious intol-
erance, discrimination, Islamopho-
bia and violence worldwide. She 
particularly drew attention towards 
the state-driven discrimination, hos-
tility and phobia directed against 
Muslims and islam, and the ensuing 
climate of impunity for such hei-

nous acts. She urged that given its 
pervasive and widely documented 
impacts, it was time for the inter-
national community and the United 
Nations to formulate an action plan 
to meaningfully address the insidi-
ous phenomenon of Islamophobia 
and anti-Muslim hatred. The UN 
Alliance of Civilizations was creat-
ed in 2005 in response to tensions 
between the Muslim world and the 
West in the aftermath of 9/11. One 
of its core objectives is to advance 
mutual respect for all cultures, tra-
ditions and religious beliefs. The 9th 
Forum is being held under the over-
arching theme of ‘Towards an Alli-
ance of Peace: Living Together as 
One Humanity’. As member of the 
UNAOC Group of Friends, Pakistan 
has been actively contributing in 
advancing the Alliance’s mandate. 
(APP)

QUETTA  :On the directives of Chief 
Minister Balochistan Mir Abdul Qu-
dus Bizenjo, the supply of flour at 
subsidized rates continues to the 
flood-hit people of Naseerabad. In 
this connection, different sale points 
have been established in the city 
where a 20 kg bag of flour is being 
sold at 1471 rupees. Tehsildar Dera 
Murad Jamali Mir Kamran Raisani 
Assistant Director food Nasirabad 
Shakir Ishaq inaugurated the sup-

ply of subsidized flour. They said the 
provincial government has estab-
lished flour points to ensure subsi-
dized flour aimed at providing relief 
to the people. “The first and topmost 
priority of the government is to pro-
vide quality flour to the poor people 
at a lower price than the open mar-
ket under subsidy, under which the 
supply of cheap flour continues in 
Nasirabad without discrimination,” 
they maintained. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday directed the Federal 
and Punjab governments to submit 
replies in two weeks regarding po-
litical interference in the transfer of 
police officials. 
A three-member SC bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial, 
Justice Ayesha A Malik and Justice 
Athar Minallah heard the case re-
garding political intrusion in the 
transfers and postings of police per-
sonnel in Punjab. During the course 
of proceedings, the court expanded 
the scope of the case to the federa-
tion and other provinces at the re-
quest of the petitioner. The bench di-
rected the federation and provinces 
to submit records of transfer post-
ings in the police department over 
the past eight years in two weeks. 
The petitioner’s counsel said that 
transfers of police officers were due 
to political interference and influ-

ence, which was a matter of public 
importance and fundamental rights. 
The Chief Justice said that the con-
tinuous transfer of police officers 
made a difference to police com-
mand and performance. He said 
that recently, the district police of-
ficer (DPO) of Layyah was trans-
ferred from the chief minister’s 
house due to the interference of lo-
cal politicians, and the event made 
headlines. The Chief Justice said 
that he had not seen the headlines 
pertaining to this matter. The peti-
tioner’s counsel said that the DPO 
eventually dropped charges, de-
spite the police’s initial resistance to 
the transfer. He also read out data 
provided by the lawyer and stated 
that according to the data, the av-
erage term of DPO in Punjab was 
five months, and 268 DPOs were 
exchanged in Punjab in four years. 
(APP)

Woman killed, two 
injure in road mishap 

NAB, MDA to run drive 
against corruption

10-day cleanliness,  
drive launched

MUZAFFARGARH: An elderly 
woman died while mother and child 
sustained injuries after motorbike 
rammed into truck in wee hours on 
Wednesday. According to rescue con-
trol room, the motorbike slipped due 
to over-speeding at Adda Riaz Abad 
located Chowk Sarwar Shaheed of 
district Kot Addu at around 5 a.m. Re-
sultantly, it collided fiercely to truck 
coming from front. It caused death 
of Amina Bibi, 70, wife of Ali Ahmad 
on the spot. While rest of the two bike 
riders including Abida Bibi, wife of 
Mustafa and her son, Ateeq-ur-Reh-
man son of Mustafa received severe 
injuries. Rescuers shifted the dead 
body and injured persons to THQ 
hospital Chowk Sarwar Shaheed. The 
deceased and injured persons were 
reported to have belonged to same 
family. Police registered case and 
started investigation. further probe is 
underway. (APP)

MULTAN: National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) and Multan Develop-
ment Authority (MDA) will jointly 
run a campaign in connection with 
anti-corruption week. The decision 
was made in a meeting of NAB of-
ficials with MDA here on Wednes-
day. Presided over by MDA Director 
General, Kaisar Saleem, the meet-
ing was attended by NAB Additional 
Director, Mohsin Majeed, Deputy 
Directors, M. Asif and M.Shahid be-
sides all directors of the authority. 
The meeting decided to install 
steamers and banners against cor-
ruption at important arteries and 
intersections of the city. Skins will 
also be installed at main billboards 
at entry and exit points of the city. 
NAB and MDA officials will lead a 
walk to be held on World anti-cor-
ruption day. The campaign will also 
be run on MDA’s social media ac-
counts against bribery. (APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: The district ad-
ministration has launched a 10-day 
cleanliness and anti-encroachment 
drive in the city to facilitate people 
and ensure a healthy environment. 
The campaign was inaugurated 
by Assistant Commissioner Tariq 
Mehmood on the directives of dep-
uty commissioner. 
The drive is being carried out by 
staff of Tehsil Municipal Admin-
istration(TMA) and forest depart-
ments besides other relevant de-
partments. During the campaign all 
the hand-carts , push-carts will be 
shifted from road side to a designat-
ed site already established for them. 
As part of the drive an auto-rickshaw 
stand has been established, and no 
three-wheeler will be allowed to 
park on the roadside. Similarly, the 
forest department’s staff has started 
trimming trees to clear the roads. 
Moreover, bridges, railings and me-
dians are being painted to add to the 
beauty of the city. (APP)

Loose deliveries cannot be afforded in army chief appointment: Kh Asif

Pak-Greece agrees to control illegal migration

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif said on Wednesday 
that the government could not af-
ford any loose delivery as appoint-
ment of next army chief is a critical 
matter. The minister made the com-
ments while talking to media after 
holding a meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif. The government 
is vetting names of five lieutenant 
generals for two highest appoint-
ments – Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
and Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Committee (CJCSC) – in Pakistan 
Army. The main contenders for the 
posts include, Lieutenant Gener-

als Asim Munir, Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza, Faiz Hameed, Mohammad 
Amir, Azhar Abbas and Nauman 
Mehmood. 
Asif told media that key postings 
will be made in line with the set 
rules and regulations, adding that 
decision should be taken in the in-
terest of public and the country. The 
defence minister said that all coali-
tion partners will be taken into con-
fidence regarding major appoint-
ments in the army. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Greece 
have agreed and discussed combat-
ing illegal migration, promoting le-
gal migration pathways, and issues 
related to the Pakistani community 
in Greece. This was discussed in the 
meeting between Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis & Human Re-
source Development (OP&HRD) Sa-
jid Hussain Turi and Notis Mitarachi, 
Minister of Migration and Asylum of 
the Hellenic Republic on Wednesday, 
received a press release here. Both 

sides also reaffirmed their commit-
ment to continue working together 
toward the resolution of issues of mu-
tual concern. The Greek Minister of-
fered sympathies on the recent devas-
tating floods in Pakistan and offered 
continued support for relief and re-
habilitation efforts. The Federal Min-
ister thanked the Greek Government 
and its people for their support in 
flood relief and rehabilitation efforts 
in Pakistan. Mitarachi thanked Mr. 
Turi for his visit to Greece. The Min-

ister for OP&HRD expressed grati-
tude to the Minister of Migration and 
Asylum for his hospitality and invited 
him to visit Pakistan. Federal Minis-
ter Sajid Hussain Turi is currently on 
his ten-day visit to various countries 
to explore employment for Pakistanis 
abroad and discuss Pakistani commu-
nity’s problems with the authorities of 
respective countries. Earlier, he held 
important meetings with officials in 
Switzerland, Romania, and Portugal. 
(APP)

UN experts demands immediate release of 
Kashmiri Khurram Parvez 

GB freelancers association launched in Gilgit

DC distributes compensation cheques  
among flood affected families

12000 women mentored under  
‘Pakistan million women mentors initiative

ISLAMABAD: The arrest and de-
tention of Kashmiri human rights 
defender Khurram Parvez has a 
chilling effect on civil society, rights 
activists and journalists in the re-
gion, UN experts warned, reiterat-
ing their call for his immediate and 
unconditional release by the Indian 
Government. According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the experts Aua 
Bald  (Chair-Rapporteur), Gabriella 
Citroni (Vice-Chair), Grazyna Ba-
ranowska, Luciano Hazan, Angkha-
na Neelapaijit, Working Group on 
enforced or involuntary disappear-
ances; Mary Lawlor, Special Rappor-
teur on the situation of human rights 
defenders; Fionnuala N Aol in, Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of human rights 
while countering terrorism and 
Morris Tidball-Binz, Special Rap-
porteur on extrajudicial, summary 
or arbitrary executions on the first 

anniversary of Khurram Parvez’s ar-
rest said that they were dismayed at 
the continued deprivation of liberty 
of Parvez, in what is increasingly 
proving to be an act of retaliation 
against a human rights defender 
for his tireless work documenting 
and reporting serious human rights 
violations, including enforced dis-
appearances and unlawful killings 
in Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir. Khurram Parvez was 
arrested on terrorism and other 
charges on 22 November 2021. He 
was produced before a court in Del-
hi on 30 November and 4 December 
2021, which decided to transfer Mr. 
Parvez from National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) custody to judicial 
custody. His detention has been ex-
tended five times by the NIA Special 
Court in New Delhi under Section 
43D(2)(b) of the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA). (APP)

GILGIT: Following the rapid growth 
in the online freelancing industry, 
GB Freelancers Association has 
been launched to facilitate existing 
and potential freelancers across Gil-
git-Baltistan. Having more than 200 
women and men registered mem-
bers from all districts, the association 
aims to promote freelancing in GB to 
make youth, especially women finan-
cially independent. The executive 
committee of the association is led 
by President Ghulam Rehman, who 
is the founder of NeedsOnline Pvt. 
Ltd, following Senior Vice president 
Nadia Iqbal, who is a national award 
winner freelancer and Co-Founder 
of Tech Alphalogics Pvt. Ltd. The 
members of the executive committee 
include Sania Hussain, Amjed Ali, 

Aafyat Nazar, Raja Rizwan Hassan, 
Faheem Akhtar, Shafqat Karim, Jil-
baz Karim, Muzaffar Faqir, Wasim 
Ullah and others. According to a 
press release issued to the media, 
the association president said that 
the prime objective of GBFA was to 
promote and protect the interests of 
freelancers and motivate potential 
youth female/male through advoca-
cy, education and trainings for their 
successful entry into the global free-
lancing industry. Rehman said the 
freelancing industry was “rapidly 
growing in Gilgit-Baltistan” and as-
sured that the association would pro-
tect the interests of freelancers and 
empower the educated youth with 
soft skills by conducting specialized 
training in all districts of G-B. (APP)

HANGU: Deputy Commissioner 
Hangu Rafiq Khan Mohmand said 
on Wednesday that rehabilitation of 
flood-affected families is among the 
top priorities of the provincial gov-
ernment. He said that time has been 
set to provide immediate assistance 
to the affected families and support 
them financially as all administrative 
machinery was present to solve the 
problems of the victims. He said this 
during a cheque distribution cere-
mony among flood-affected families. 

The Deputy Commissioner said that 
millions of families have been dis-
placed due to climate change how-
ever, Hangu was largely spared from 
the sudden calamity. He said that 
there was no substitute for human 
life. We were saddened by the loss of 
lives due to floods across the country. 
He said that it was a pleasure to help 
the flood-affected family members 
and it was our duty which we were 
using all our energies and skills to 
fulfill. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The S&P Global Paki-
stan (S&P Global) has successfully 
mentored more than 12,000 wom-
en under the US-Pakistan Women’s 
Council’s (USPWC) “Pakistan Million 
Women Mentors (PMWM) Initiative”. 
This was announced by the compa-
ny during an event co-hosted by the 
US-Pakistan Women’s Council and 
S&P Global to commemorate Global 
Entrepreneurship Month featuring 
S&P Global employee mentors, wom-
en mentees, and civil society partners. 
In the opening remarks, US Ambas-

sador to Pakistan Donald Blome said, 
“Mentorship is critical to fostering the 
next generation of business leaders 
and entrepreneurs and the Council’s 
Pakistan Million Women Mentors 
initiative is playing an important role 
by helping to encourage, inspire and 
support future women entrepreneurs 
and leaders in STEM in Pakistan.” He 
said corporations in Pakistan and the 
United States had pledged to mentor 
more than 40,000 women so far, add-
ing “we hope to continue growing this 
number.”  (APP)
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Imran Khan must ask administration for helipad services: IHC 
ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice Islam-
abad High Court (CJ IHC) Justice 
Umar Farooq on Wednesday refused 
to pass any directions pertaining 
to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan’s arrival on 
helicopter in the Parade ground for 
rally. A hearing was held in the Is-
lamabad High Court on the petition 
filed by PTI seeking permission for 
the rally to pass through the capital 
city and also to allow Imran Khan’s 
helicopter to land in the parade 

ground. In the hearing, PTI lawyer 
apprised the court that Imran Khan 
has issued the call for a public gath-
ering in Rawalpindi on November 
26. The CJ inquired that if the appli-
cation submitted to the administra-
tion regarding the aforementioned 
has been rejected? The lawyer re-
torted that they have submitted the 
application and another request for 
Rawat was submitted prior to this. 
The council added that they have 
also asked for the court’s permis-

sion regarding PTI Chainman Imran 
Khan’s helicopter to land in the Pa-
rade ground. The CJ IHC responded 
that the court cannot provide heli-
pad services. The lawyer appealed 
that the court should direct the 
administration to decide on their 
request as per the law, on which 
the CJ IHC remarked that the said 
matter comes in the jurisdiction of 
the Rawalpindi administration and 
therefore the court cannot pass di-
rections in this regard. (Agencies)

Stray dogs bite 18

Chhotu gang busted 

Two held for extortion

ANF seizes 72 Kg drugs

Four farmers booked 

KARACHI: At least 18 people includ-
ing seven schoolchildren fell victim 
to dog bite injuries in Tando Masti 
area of Khairpur, Sindh. The injured 
had to be shifted to Khairpur Civil 
Hospital shifted due to unavailability 
of rabies vaccine in local medical fa-
cilities. However, the plight of the vic-
tims didn’t end, and they were unable 
to get vaccine jabs in Khairpur hospi-
tal owing to aforementioned reason. 
Hence, the victims were then referred 
to Larkana for medication. Earlier in 
2021, Sindh government launched a 
massive dog culling campaign due to 
increase in dog bite cases in the prov-
ince. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The two-member alleged 
street criminal gang named Chhotu 
Gang was arrested from Etihad Town. 
Station House Officer Etihad Town 
Police Station Ghulam Rasool Arbab 
along with his staff successfully act-
ed on secret information and arrested 
the accused, said police sources on 
Wednesday. The police arrested the 
accused namely Usman and Farhan-
ullah, said to be operatives of Chhotu 
Gang, involved in street crimes. One 
pistol along with live rounds, mobile 
phone and cash were recovered from 
the possession of the accused. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Civil Lines Police on 
Wednesday arrested two extortion-
ists collecting money in the name of 
Taliban. According to a police spokes-
man, two suspects namely Niaz and 
Naseer were rounded up who pre-
tended to be Taliban and demanded 
ransom from a citizen. A few days 
ago, the accused also opened fire at 
the gate of the citizen’s house and 
threatened serious consequences. 
The accused demanded five million 
rupees in extortion. 
Police also recovered a motorcycle, 
mobile phones and weapons from 
their possession. The mobile phone 
recovered from the accused was 
snatched from a citizen a few days 
ago. The Civil Lines Police, using 
modern technology, traced and ar-
rested the accused in a few days. SHO 
Civil Lines police station informed 
that the facilitators of the accused 
would also be arrested. (APP)

HASANABDAL: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) on Wednesday seized over 72 
kg drugs in two operations and ar-
rested two accused. 
According to an ANF headquarters 
spokesman, ANF in an operation 
conducted a raid at International Mail 
Office Rawalpindi and recovered 28 
grams weed from a parcel, received 
from London. In another raid, ANF 
recovered 72 kg of charras from the 
secret cavities of a truck near Muzaf-
fargarh and arrested two accused, 
residents of Ziarat. 
Separate cases have been registered 
at respective ANF Police Stations un-
der CNS Act 1997 against the accused 
while further investigations are under 
process, he added. (APP)

SARGODHA: Four farmers were 
booked on the charge of burning 
paddy residual remains near here 
on Wednesday. According to official 
sources, inspection teams of Agricul-
ture department visited various areas 
of tehsil Kotmomin and found four 
farmers--Muhammad Nawaz, Ashiq 
Hussain, Allah Ditta and Masood, in-
volved in burning residues of crops. 
Cases were registered against them. 
(APP)

Appointment must be on merit  
rather on likes, dislikes: Sh Rashid

Prohibited Funding Case: Interim bail  
of Imran Khan, others extended

2nd Int’l hydropower conference to be held in Dec 

US envoy participates in community 
tree plantation drive

Additional IGP starts video link system  
for hearing of appeals 

Tree-plantation inevitable to make environment 
pleasant, says Janjua 

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim 
League Pakistan (AMLP) leader and 
former Federal Interior Minister 
Sheikh Rashid lauded the foresight-
edness of the institution for incorpo-
rating all the names in the summary 
prepared for Chief of Army Staff’s 
(COAS) appointment. Taking to 
Twitter, Rashid maintained that 
there is no room left for anyone’s 
likes and dislikes. The COAS will be 
appointed merely on merit. The new 
COAS will refrain from any kind of 
political intrusion and will be loyal 

to his institution and constitutional 
duty. He further mentioned that the 
new Chief of Army staff will strive 
hard to strengthen the deteriorating 
economy. Unlike Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) supremo 
and former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif, who tussled with his own 
appointed officials. On late Tuesday 
night, Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif said that the Prime Minister 
Office received the summary for 
the appointment of the next COAS. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: A banking court of 
Islamabad on Wednesday extended 
the interim bail of Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Im-
ran Khan and others named in the 
prohibited funding case. Banking 
court judge Rakhshanda Shaheen 
heard the case of prohibited fund-
ing against Imran Khan and others. 
Prosecutor Raja Rizwan Abbasi also 
appeared before the court. Along 
with him, other co-accused includ-
ing Sardar Azhar, Syed Younus, Ha-
mid Zaman, Tariq Shafi, Saifullah 
Niazi and Amir Mehmood Kiyani 
were present at the court. Imran 
Khan’s lawyer Naeem Panjutha 
submitted the application seeking 
exemption from appearance on 

medical grounds which the court 
approved and also extended inter-
im bail of all the accused including 
the PTI chief. ATC grants bail to PTI 
leaders An anti-terrorism court in Is-
lamabad on Wednesday granted bail 
to PTI leaders Faisal Javed, Amir 
Kiyani and Raja Khurram Nawaz in 
a case relating to violation of Sec-
tion 144 and interfering in the state 
affairs. ATC Judge Raja Jawad Ab-
bas Hassan pronounced the verdict 
on bail pleas which was reserved 
on Tuesday. Talking to newsmen 
outside the court, PTI leader Fais-
al Javed said the government had 
framed countless cases against the 
PTI leaders portraying them as “ter-
rorists”. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The second Inter-
national Hydropower conference 
will be organized here in December 
aimed at recommending the best do-
able strategy to the government to 
ensure maximum utilization of water 
resources in the country for clean 
and green energy generation. The 
Energy Update in collaboration with 
concerned government departments 
was organizing the daylong event 
here to gather at once place all the 
concerned stakeholders relevant to 
the scenario of hydropower genera-
tion in Pakistan, told President Na-
tional Forum for Environment and 
Health (NFEH), M Naeem Qureshi, 
to this agency. He said the theme of 
this year’s conference titled “Sustain-
able dams and drains in mitigating 
climate change” has been specially 

chosen in the context of the recent 
devastating flood emergency in Pa-
kistan. The Energy Update has part-
nered with the International Hydro-
power Association, Water and Power 
Development Authority and Private 
Power Infrastructure board to orga-
nize the conference. The conference 
was likely to be attended by over 250 
leading national and international 
experts on hydro resources, he said. 
He said the conference would also 
be attended by representatives of 
the power sector regulator, govern-
ment authorities, private sector, local 
banks, international donor agencies, 
energy companies, and prospective 
foreign investors that were keen to 
invest in hydroelectricity to help Pa-
kistan decrease its reliance on fossil 
fuels for power generation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: US Ambassador in 
Pakistan Donald Blome Wednes-
day participated in a community 
tree planting drive that will become 
part of a larger project to develop 
an urban forest in the city of Quet-
ta. The ambassador during his visit 
to Balochistan also meet with Chief 
Minister Abdul Quddus Bizenjo, 
local partners working to advance 
climate change adaptation, repre-
sentatives of higher education insti-
tutions, leaders of local NGOs, and 
Afghan refugees, said a news release 
from the US embassy in Pakistan. 
Ambassador Blome discussed US ef-
forts to combat the effects of climate 
change through a Green Alliance 
with diverse partners in Pakistan 
and underscored the strong cooper-

ation between the United States and 
Pakistan on promoting economic de-
velopment through higher education 
and women’s empowerment.
At the event, the ambassador high-
lighted that the U.S. government 
had provided more than 97 million 
dollars in flood-related assistance to 
Pakistan this year, including to indi-
viduals and communities in need in 
Balochistan. Ambassador Blome also 
met with leadership from the Ba-
lochistan University of Information 
Technology, Engineering and Man-
agement Sciences and the Sardar 
Bahadur Khan Women’s University 
to discuss how U.S. government sup-
port has helped them respond to lo-
cal economic development needs in 
their academic programs. (APP)

MULTAN: Additional Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) South Punjab Dr 
Ehsan Sadiq has started a video link 
system for hearing of the issues of 
police officials across South Punjab 
to facilitate officials at their posted 
places. Conducting the first video 
link conference with the officials of 
Rajanpur district here on Wednesday, 
the additional IGP said that the offi-
cials would be able to discuss their 
issues through the latest system and 
there would be no need to visit Mul-
tan and other offices of senior police 
officials for Police Orderly Room Pro-
ceedings. He assured that all possible 
resources were being utilized to facil-
itate police officials, adding that offi-
cials’ welfare was the “top priority”. 
The Additional IGP said that the of-
ficials who participated in the opera-
tion against dacoits were proud of the 
department and said that a cash prize 
of Rs 10 million had been approved 
for the officials. He underlined that 

police was striving hard and working 
round the clock to protect the lives 
and properties of the citizens, adding 
that no negligence would be tolerated 
in that regard. Sadiq directed officers 
concerned to ensure the best resi-
dential arrangements for the police 
officials in their respective districts. 
He said that more than 19,000 peo-
ple died every year in road accidents 
and urged all station house officers 
(SHOs) to cooperate with the traffic 
police in minimising road accidents. 
Dr Ehsan Sadiq maintained that the 
police performance was improving 
day by day and stressed the need 
for more improvement. He warned 
officials of strict legal action in case 
of their involvement in criminal ac-
tivities and abuse of their powers. 
He said that the schedule for police 
orderly room proceedings would be 
shared at each district through which 
the officials would participate in the 
hearing. (APP)

MULTAN: Parks and Horticulture 
Authority (PHA) has decided to 
start the ‘Green Ambassador Pro-
gram’ Multan in order to promote 
tree-plantation. Chairman PHA Ijaz 
Hussain Janjua expressed these 
views while planting saplings in a 
private school along with students 
in connection with tree-plantation 
campaign here on Wednesday. He 
said that the city would be made 
beautiful through tree-plantation 
under public private partnership. He 
said that the participation of schools, 
colleges and people from different 

walks of life was being ensured to 
promote tree-plantation among stu-
dents and thousands of trees will 
be planted under the campaign. Ijaz 
Janjua said that it was dire need to 
create awareness among students 
to promote tree-plantation. Trees 
and plants will be planted in parks, 
green belts, buildings and other plac-
es. Tree-plantation was inevitable 
to make the environment pleasant. 
He urged the citizens to come for-
ward and play their role to promote 
tree-plantation and to implement the 
clean and green vision. (APP)

PM to decide on key appointments  
as per prescribed procedure: Marriyum

‘Chocolate hero’ Waheed Murad remembered  
on 39th death anniversary

Speakers call for collaborative efforts  
to save local languages in AJK, GB 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb has confirmed 
that a summary sent by the Minis-
try of Defense regarding top level 
appointments in Pakistan Army has 
been received by the Prime Min-
ister s office. In a statement today, 
she said a panel of names has been 
sent for appointment to the posts of 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee and the Chief of Army Staff. 
She said Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif will decide on these appoint-
ments as per the prescribed proce-
dure. On the other hand, Defense 
Minister Khawaja Asif on late Tues-
day night said that the Prime Minis-
ter Office has received the summa-
ry for the appointment of the next 

chief of army staff (COAS). Khawa-
ja Asif in a tweet said that summary 
forwarded by Ministry of Defense 
has been received by the Prime Min-
ister’s Office. Inshallah, the rest of 
the steps regarding the appointment 
of new army chief will be completed 
soon, he added. Sources said that 
the six lieutenant generals including 
Lt. Gen. Asim Munir, Lt. Gen. Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza, Lt. Gen. Azhar 
Abbas, Lt. Gen. Nauman Mehmood, 
Lt. Gen. Faez Hameed and Lt. Gen. 
Mohammad Amir have been named 
in the list. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Army Chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa and Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff are retiring 
from the post on November 29. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: ”Chocolatey Hero”‚ 
producer and scriptwriter ‘Waheed 
Murad’ was remembered on his 39th 
death anniversary on Wednesday to 
pay homages for his unforgettable 
lifetime performances in the enter-
tainment industry. Although 39 long 
years have passed since his death, 
Murad has managed to remain in 
the hearts of friends, family and 
fans alike. Born on October 2, Mu-
rad migrated to Karachi to complete 
his studies. He commenced his film 
career as a producer by joining the 
company established by his father, 
Nisar Murad, electronic channels 
reported. Murad’s first production 
was titled Insaan Badalta Hai, made 
in 1961. After that, he began acting 
and starred in 1962’s Aulaad. His 
first film as an actor proved to be a 
hit and he impressed many directors 
and producers with his style and di-
alogue delivery. He then played the 

lead in Heera Aur Pathar for which 
he even received a Nigar Award. The 
film’s success brought with it Murad’ 
s ticket to stardom. Waheed acted in 
a total of 124 films of which 38 were 
black and white and 86 were colored. 
Moreover, he received 32 prestigious 
film awards and in November 2010 
he was awarded the Sitara-e-Imtiaz 
for distinguished contributions in the 
fields of literature and arts. Waheed 
Murad died on November 23, 1983, 
while he was working on his film 
‘Hero’ in Lahore. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a cere-
mony stressed the need for making 
conscious collaborative efforts to 
save the endangered vernaculars 
being spoken in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK) and Gilgit-Baltistan 
(GB). Addressing the concluding 
ceremony of a project implemented 
to build the capacity faculty of pub-
lic sector universities of AJK and GB 
in language documentation was held 
at the City Campus of the Universi-
ty of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, the 
speakers highlighted that dozens of 
local and regional languages in AJK 
and GB are facing imminent threat of 
extinction, said a press release here 
on Wednesday. The project funded 
by the US Government was imple-
mented by the University of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir in partnership 
with San Jose State University, Cali-
fornia, USA was aimed to strengthen 
the capabilities of public sector uni-
versities of AJK and GB in language 
documentation. The United States 
Educational Foundation in Pakistan 

(USEFP) monitored and adminis-
tered the project. Speaking on the 
occasion chief guest of the event 
Secretary Kashmir Cause, Arts and 
Languages, Registrar University of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Prof. Dr. 
Ayesha Sohail, Project Director Dr. 
Abdul Qadir Khan and others assert-
ed that regional languages are facing 
extreme threats and are at the verge 
of annihilation. “We must take some 
solid steps to preserve the dying lan-
guages that carry with them the cen-
turies-old history, civilization, and 
culture of the region”, speakers said. 
Sharing salient features and success 
stories of the project, the Director, 
Prof. Dr. Abdul Qadir Khan told the 
participants that under this program, 
training was provided to the faculty 
members of AJK and GB universities 
in basic linguistic analysis, language 
documentation methods, language 
documentation software (ELAN, 
FLEX, Audacity), data management, 
besides providing an opportunity for 
fieldwork experience. (APP)
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Pakistan, other emerging nations ‘at high risk of currency crisis’
NEW YORK: Nomura has warned that 
seven countries – Egypt, Romania, Sri 
Lanka, Turkey, Czech Republic, Paki-
stan and Hungary – are now at a high 
risk of currency crises. The Japanese 
bank said that 22 of the 32 countries 
covered by its in-house “Damocles” 
warning system have seen their risk 
rise since its last update since May, 
with the largest increases in the Czech 
Republic and Brazil. It meant the sum 
of the scores generated on all 32 by 
the model had increased sharply to 
2,234 from 1,744 since May. “This 

is the highest total score since July 
1999 and not too far from the peak of 
2,692 during the height of the Asian 
crisis,” Nomura economists said, call-
ing it “an ominous warning sign of the 
growing broad-based risk in EM cur-

rencies”. The model crunches 8 key 
indicators on a country’s FX reserves, 
exchange rate, financial health and 
interest rates to give an overall score. 
Based on data from 61 different EM 
currency crises since 1996, Nomu-
ra estimates that a score above 100 
indicates a 64% chance of a curren-
cy crisis in the following 12 months. 
Egypt, which has already devalued its 
currency heavily twice this year and 
sought an International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) programme, now gener-
ates the worst score at 165. (Agencies)

Govt plans to raise  
edible oil production

Gold stalls as market 
awaits Fed minutes  
for rate-hike path

ISLAMABAD: The federal government 
has planned to increase the annual ed-
ible oil production u over the next 10 
years in an effort to take the country to-
wards self-sufficiency in food commod-
ities. According to sources, the federal 
government has decided to incentivize 
and substantially increase the local 
cultivation of sunflower and canola in 
response to the inflating import bill for 
edible oil. At present, the country pro-
duces just 0.745 million tons of edible 
oil annually, which is only 8% of the 
total demand of over 5 million tons. 
The import bill for edible oil is expect-
ed to reach $11 billion by 2030, and it 
has been decided to introduce short, 
medium, and long-term plans to curb 
edible oil imports and increase local 
production to meet the demand. Under 
the proposed plan, the cultivation of 
sunflower and canola will be increased 
from 150,000 to 600,000 acres, which 
will help the country to meet 60 per-
cent of its local demand and reduce 
the import bill For the ongoing FY23, 
sunflower and canola will be cultivated 
on 600,000 acres, and according to the 
Ministry of National Food Security & 
Research, incentives will be provided 
to farmers in this regard. This increase 
in local production is expected to save 
the country over $7 billion annually. 
(Agencies)

BENGALURU): Gold prices were flat 
on Wednesday (Nov 23), as investors 
held back from making big bets ahead 
of the US Federal Reserve’s latest poli-
cy meeting minutes, which could offer 
clues on further interest rate hikes. 
Spot gold was flat at US$1,740.23 per 
ounce by 0306 GMT. US gold futures 
were also unchanged at US$1,740.50. 
“There is some nervousness in the mar-
ket ahead of the Fed minutes,” said Ed-
ward Meir, an analyst with ED&F Man 
Capital Markets. The minutes of Fed’s 
Nov 1-2 policy meeting are due at 1900 
GMT. US durable goods data and week-
ly initial jobless claims are also on the 
radar. At the beginning of this month, 
the US central bank delivered a fourth 
consecutive 75-basis-point rate hike to 
tame inflation in what has become the 
fastest tightening of monetary policy 
in 40 years. The Fed may need to raise 
interest rates to a higher level and hold 
them there for longer in order to suc-
cessfully moderate consumer demand 
and bring down high inflation, Kansas 
City Fed President Esther George said 
on Tuesday. (Agencies)

Global media industry getting hit by sizeable 
lay-offs on recession fears

Asia shares gain despite Chinese COVID case numbers rising

Moroccan envoy for enhanced interaction to improve trade

KUALA LUMPUR: The media indus-
try is getting hit by sizeable rounds 
of lay-offs and cost-cutting measures 
as the ad market continues to show 
signs of a serious slowdown. In a 
report on Tuesday (Nov 22), Amer-
ican news website Axios said that 
for many companies, the challeng-
es are similar to the early onset of 
the pandemic. But now, it said few-
er government relief programs and 
resources from Big Tech firms are 
available to help. The portal said an 
unprecedented number of media lay-
offs occurred in 2020. But last year, 

job losses were at their lowest since 
2008, it said. Commenting on the US 
situation, Axios said more than 3,000 
jobs have been cut through October 
this year. Axios said nearly all of 
the major entertainment giants are 
bracing for sweeping lay-offs in the 
next few weeks. It said many of those 
firms have invested enormously in 
new streaming products that aren’t 
profitable yet. Warner Bros Discov-
ery has continued to lay off staffers, 
in part to alleviate the debt created 
by the merger that created the new 
firm earlier this year. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Asian share markets were 
mostly in positive territory on Wednes-
day despite rising COVID-19 cases 
in mainland China leaving investors 
uncertain over how much the fresh 
outbreaks could slow the reopening 
of the world’s second-largest econo-
my. MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pa-
cific shares outside Japan (.MIAPJ-
0000PUS) was up 0.3%, after U.S. 
stocks ended the previous session with 
gains. The index is up 12% so far this 
month. Australian shares (.AXJO) were 
up 0.7%, with most gains coming from 
mining and resources giants as a result 
of higher oil prices. Japan’s stock mar-
ket (.N225) was closed for a national 

holiday. New Zealand’s central bank 
raised interest rates by 75 basis points 
- its largest ever move - on Wednesday 
to a near 14-year high of 4.25% and 
flagged more hikes are on the way as 
it struggles to contain stubbornly high 
inflation. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng In-
dex (.HSI) was up 0.6% in early trade 
while China’s CSI300 Index (.CSI300) 
opened broadly flat. China on Wednes-
day reported 29,157 new COVID infec-
tions for Nov. 22, according to the Na-
tional Health Commission, compared 
with 28,127 new cases a day earlier. 
Case numbers in Beijing and Shanghai 
are steadily rising, prompting authori-
ties to close some facilities. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The existing trade 
volume between Pakistan and Mo-
rocco is not enough therefore both 
countries need to enhance interac-
tion between the Chambers of Com-
merce and the business communi-
ties with a view to improving trade 
volume between the two brotherly 
countries, the Ambassador of King-
dom of Morocco Mohamed Kar-
moune said during his visit to the 
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KCCI). He also said that 
preparations were underway for 
sending a Pakistani business dele-
gation to Morocco in the month of 
December, which in addition to ex-
ploring opportunities for improving 
trade and investment cooperation, 
would also see how Morocco and 
its economy have evolved. “I hope 
you’ll join this important delegation 
so that you could spread the mes-

sage about trade and investment po-
tential upon your return”, he added. 
President KCCI Mohammed Tariq 
Yousuf, Senior Vice President Tou-
seef Ahmed, Vice President Moham-
mad Haris Agar, Honorary Consul 
General of Morocco Mirza Ishtiaq 
Baig, and KCCI Managing Com-
mittee Members also attended the 
meeting. The Ambassador said that 
the kingdom of Morocco was one 
of the best destinations for tourism 
hence, Pakistan can learn greatly 
from Morocco’s experience in this 
area to promote its tourism opportu-
nities. “Tourism is the driver of any 
economy in the world and the same 
was the case with Morocco where 
the tourism sector is performing 
very well and it also carries good 
investment opportunities for the 
business community of Pakistan”, 
he noted. (Agencies)

 Musk’s wealth drops by $100 billion
NEW YORK: Elon Musk has seen 
his fortune decline by over $100 
billion this year, marking the steep-
est drop ever recorded on the 
Bloomberg Billionaires Index. With 
a net worth of $169.8 billion, Musk 
remains the world’s richest person, 
as of Monday. The unprecedented 
plunge reflects the latest challeng-
es Tesla, which comprises the bulk 
of Musk’s fortune, is facing amid 
soaring costs for raw materials and 
supply-chain disorders. 
The problems have been signifi-
cantly exacerbated by the latest 
recall of over 300,000 vehicles due 
to faulty tail lights, and by the strict 

zero-Covid stance in China, Tesla’s 
major market outside of the US. 
Shares of the electric car manufac-
turer declined by 6.8% to $167.87 
at the close of trading on Monday, 
marking the lowest stock price 

since November 2020. Tesla shares 
have lost more than half their val-
ue year to date. Musk holds a stake 
of nearly 15% in Tesla and the de-
cline in the electric vehicle maker’s 
stock price wiped out some $8.6 
billion from his wealth in just one 
day. Last month, Musk acquired so-
cial-media platform Twitter for $44 
billion. He has fired some 60% of its 
employees since the takeover, the 
latest round of layoffs coming on 
Sunday. Investors have been wor-
ried about whether the business-
man is able to focus on his role as 
Tesla CEO after acquiring Twitter. 
(Agencies)

New Zealand steps up inflation fight  
with record rate hike

EU proposes gas price cap at 275 euros per MWh

UAE economy to grow more than 6% in 2022: IMF

Tea imports up by 2.21% to $192 million in 4 months

EU country refuses to shun Russian diamonds

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s cen-
tral bank raised interest rates by a re-
cord 75 basis points and signalled fur-
ther tightening ahead, stepping up its 
inflation fight even as it forecasts a re-
cession next year. Short-maturity bond 
yields surged after the Reserve Bank’s 
Monetary Policy Committee lifted the 
Official Cash Rate to 4.25% from 3.5% 
on Wednesday in Wellington, as pre-
dicted by most economists. Its fore-
casts show the OCR peaking at 5.5% 
in the third quarter of 2023, up from 
a previous peak of 4.1%. “The RBNZ 

sees inflation as deeply embedded,” 
said Michael Gordon, acting New Zea-
land chief economist at Westpac Bank-
ing Corp. “It now believes that a reces-
sion will be needed to bring inflation 
back within the 1-3% target range.” 
New Zealand’s policy-sensitive two-
year government bond yield jumped 19 
basis points to 4.58% and the 10-year 
advanced five basis points to 4.21%. 
Swap rates also climbed sharply, while 
the currency pared its initial gains and 
traded at 61.71 US cents at 3.07pm in 
Wellington. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: A European gas price 
cap at 275 euros (283 U.S. dollars) per 
megawatt hour (MWh) has been pro-
posed, Energy Commissioner Kadri 
Simson announced in Strasbourg, 
France, News.Az reports citing Xin-
hua. “We propose an upper ceiling on 
the month-ahead TTF (Title Transfer 
Facility) price in case it exceeds 275 
euros per megawatt hour. Beyond 
that price, transactions will not be 
able to take place.” The market cor-
rection mechanism will be triggered 
when two conditions are met, the 
Commissioner explained. Firstly, 
when the gas price exceeds 275 euros 
for two consecutive weeks. Secondly, 
when the spread between the TTF 
price and global liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) price is 58 euros or more for 
ten consecutive trading days. When 

both these conditions are in place, 
the mechanism will be automatical-
ly activated, and will not require any 
additional procedures or decisions. 
Simson told a press conference that 
this is not a regulatory intervention to 
set the price on the gas market at an 
artificially low level; rather, it is a last 
resort solution to prevent episodes of 
excessively high prices which are not 
in line with global price trends. How-
ever, she added: “This is not a silver 
bullet that will bring gas prices down. 
But it provides a powerful tool that 
we can use when we need it, comple-
menting our more structural efforts 
to lower prices, namely by controlling 
our demand and ensuring sufficient 
gas supply for Europe through joint 
purchasing and active external ener-
gy policy.” (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: The UAE economy is 
forecast to expand further than previ-
ously expected, owing to a strong re-
bound in domestic activity and higher 
oil prices, according to the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF).  Overall, the 
UAE’s gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth will exceed 6% this year, up 
from 3.8% in 2021, while inflation is 
likely to average just above 5%, the 
Washington-based lender said. The 
non-hydrocarbon sector is expect-

ed to grow around 4% next year and 
“accelerate” over the medium term, 
underpinned by the government’s on-
going reforms.  The new 6% growth 
is higher than the previous forecast. 
Last month, the IMF’s World Econom-
ic Outlook said the UAE’s GDP was on 
track to grow 5.1% in 2022, the high-
est in nearly a decade. The IMF issued 
the statement following discussions 
with UAE authorities from November 
2 to 17, 2022. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The tea imports wit-
nessed an increase of 2.21 percent 
during the first four months of the 
current fiscal year as compared to 
the corresponding month of last 
year. The tea imports during Ju-
ly-October (2022-23) were record-
ed at $ 192.474 million against the 
imports of $188.304 million during 
July-October (2021-22), according 
to data of Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS). In terms of quantity, 
the tea imports however decreased 
by 8.90 percent during the period 
under review as these went down 
from 84,590 metric tons last year 
to 77,065 metric tons during the 
same months of current fiscal year, 
the data revealed. On year-on-year 
(YoY) basis, the tea imports surged 

by 54.09 percent in October 2022 
when compared to the imports of 
the same month of last year. During 
October 2022, the country imported 
tea worth $ 57.272 million as against 
the exports of $ 37.169 million last 
August. On month-on-month (MoM) 
basis, the tea imports however in-
creased by 32.30 percent when 
compared to the imports of $ 43.290 
million in September 2022. In terms 
of quantity, the tea imports into the 
country during October 2022 were 
recorded at 22,829 metric tons com-
pared to the imports of 17,360 metric 
tons in September 2022 and 16,121 
metric tons in October 2021, show-
ing growth of 31.50 percent over 
September 2022 and 54.09 percent 
over October 2021. (APP)

MOSCOW: Despite eight rounds 
of sweeping EU sanctions against 
Moscow, Russian diamonds have 
remained a shining absence from 
the bloc’s embargo list. This might 
be because Belgium is home to the 
world’s biggest diamond trading 
hub in Antwerp, The Guardian re-
ported on Monday. According to 
the report, citing statistics from Bel-
gium’s national bank, 25% of rough 
diamonds passing through Antwerp 
have traditionally come from Russia. 
Data showed that, in 2021, Belgium 
imported €1.8 billion ($1.8 billion) 
worth of Russian diamonds and 
€1.2 billion in the first eight months 
of 2022. This year was tumultuous, 
with imports soaring in June to €393 
million, and then falling sharply. In 
August, Belgium imported €35.9 mil-
lion Russian diamonds, compared to 
€215.4 million in the same month of 
2021, an 83% year-on-year decrease. 
Tom Neys, a spokesperson for the 
Antwerp World Diamond Centre 
(AWDC), explained to the media 

outlet that the surge in June reflect-
ed diamond deals that were “already 
closed” before the start of Russia’s 
military operation in Ukraine. Neys 
is against an import ban, however, 
saying that Antwerp must remain 
“an open door for companies who 
have no options.” According to him, 
big companies have alternatives to 
Russian diamonds, “but for small 
traders this is very difficult … it is 
then you are going to be squeezed 
to death if they don’t have alterna-
tives.”  The spokesman said that 
some niche sectors had no alterna-
tives, citing as an example Russian 
industrial diamonds, which were the 
standard for surgical eye scalpels. 
(Agencies)

Oil prices climb on big drop in US crude stocks, 
Russia supply uncertainty

MELBOURNE: Oil prices rose in ear-
ly trade on Wednesday after industry 
data showed U.S. crude stockpiles 
fell more sharply than expected last 
week, highlighting supply tightness 
ahead of a looming European Union 
ban and G7 price cap on Russian oil. 
Brent crude futures gained 25 cents, 
or 0.3%, to $88.61 a barrel at 0101 
GMT, while U.S. West Texas Inter-
mediate (WTI) crude futures rose 35 
cents, or 0.4%, to $81.30 a barrel. Both 

benchmark contracts rose about 1% 
in the previous session as the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Iraq and 
Algeria reinforced comments from 
Saudi Arabia’s energy minister that 
the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and al-
lies, together called OPEC+, were 
not considering boosting oil output. 
OPEC+ next meets to review out-
put on Dec. 4. Uncertainty over how 
Russia will respond to plans by the 
Group of Seven (G7) nations to cap 
Russian oil prices further supported 
the market, analysts said. The price 
cap, yet to be announced but due to 
be in place from Dec. 5, will proba-
bly be adjusted a few times a year, a 
senior U.S. Treasury official said on 
Tuesday. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: A new moon in your fellow 
Fire sign of Sagittarius means you 
can’t put a foot wrong today, so be 
ready to take a risk or three and don’t 
listen to those who say you could be 
heading for a fall – you’re not, you’re 
heading for outrageous success!.
– TAURUS: Not only is there a new 
moon today but luck planet Jupiter 
comes to the end of its retrograde 
phase, so you may believe you can do 
as you please. To a certain extent that 
may be true but don’t forget you have 
responsibilities to deal with as well.
– GEMINI: Cosmic activity in your op-
posite sign means that partners and 
colleagues have the upper hand at the 
moment but that will only be a prob-
lem if you think in terms of winners 
and losers. Why can’t you both win? 
Try working together a bit more.
– CANCER: You will go out of your 
way between now and the end of the 
week to win round those colleagues 
and employers who doubt you have 
what it takes. The only danger is you 
may be so successful that they see 
you as a threat. Watch your back!
– LEO: Suddenly the world seems a 
brighter place again and today’s new 
moon in the most dynamic area of your 
chart will encourage you to work hard 
and have fun in equal measure. You 
don’t have to be ultra-serious to be a 

success. Keep that smile on your face.
– VIRGO: Today’s new moon will 
make it easy for you to get through 
to people not only on a mental level 
but on an emotional level too. There 
should be plenty of goodwill to go 
around between now and the week-
end, so make it work for you.
– LIBRA: Good fortune will come your 
way over the next 24 hours not only 
from your own efforts but also from 
the patronage of powerful friends. 
Get out into the world where you can 
make your mark and make sure every-
one sees only the very best side of you.
– SCORPIO: Today’s new moon could 
cause you to question some of your 
more material aims and ambitions. 
Yes, of course, money is important, 
as is your career, but what about your 
philosophy of life? If it’s not making 
you happy then change it.
– SAGITTARIUS: This is potentially 
one of the best times of the year for 
you as the Sun, Moon, Mercury and 
Venus join forces in your sign. What 
is your highest ideal? What is your 
greatest ambition? All things are pos-
sible now, so give it 100 per cent!
– CAPRICORN: By all means make 
plans but make sure they are viable. 
With so much cosmic activity taking 
place in the most sensitive area of 
your chart you could easily get car-
ried away by the kind of daydreams 
that never come true. Don’t lose your 
Capricorn common sense.
– ACQUARIUS: Your mind may 
be full of big ideas but you can’t do 
justice to them all, so be ruthless in 
your thinking and focus only on those 
two or three aims that have the best 
chance of success. And don’t forget 
you are stronger as part of a team.
– PISCES: The best way to lead is 
to lead by example and today’s new 
moon will help you make the kind of 
moves that others are desperate to 
copy. Show them it’s possible to make 
a success of life without resorting to 
dubious tactics and underhand meth-
ods.
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Tiger tops PGA Tour bonus list again to earn $15 mn

Asian Games host Hangzhou  
attracts 35,000 runners for marathon

Luke Wright appointed England Men’s selector

Tiger Woods wins $15m in PGA Tour’s Player 
Impact Program

Belarus’ sport infrastructure ready to host CIS Games

Poland’s ‘emotional’ Lewandowski misses penalty in Mexico stalemate

Jake Paul punches his way to top of influencer boxing world

Australia reach Davis Cup semis by beating the Netherlands

Pakistan hockey team gets sponsor for Nations Cup participation

DOHA: Robert Lewandowski suf-
fered fresh World Cup misery as 
the Poland striker s penalty was 
saved in a 0-0 draw against Mexico 
on Tuesday. Lewandowski has nev-
er scored at a World Cup and the 
Barcelona striker had admitted it 
would be a “huge dream” to finally 
get off the mark on the global stage. 
Instead, the 34-year-old s dream 
turned into a bit of a nightmare 
when he won a second-half penal-
ty, only for goalkeeper Guillermo 
Ochoa to keep out his tame effort. 

“I didn t score, that sure hurts,” 
Polish media quoted him as saying. 
“It s a penalty, a lottery, you can t 
explain it.” Lewandowski, Poland s 
record scorer with 76 goals, has 
netted 18 times in 19 appearances 

for Barcelona, the club he joined in 
the close season after bagging 344 
goals in eight trophy-filled years at 
Bayern Munich. Yet the World Cup 
has proved barren for Lewandows-
ki, with this latest goalless outing 
coming after he failed to score in 
Poland s three games when they 
bowed out in the group stage four 
years ago. Saudi Arabia s stunning 
2-1 win over Argentina earlier on 
Tuesday had blown open the race to 
progress to the last 16 from Group 
C. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: When the world’s 
most unlikely pay-per-view boxing 
star promotes a bout, as Paul did 
in Hollywood several weeks ago, 
the usual autograph-hungry fight 
fans are outnumbered by unfamil-
iar faces, mostly under 30. They in-
clude excitable teenagers trying to 
interrupt Paul’s news conference, 
hypebeasts in distressed white 
jeans, and even a few ecstatic pre-
teens and their mothers. Showtime 
Sports President Stephen Espino-

za knows these are fans of Paul, 
not boxing — but that appears to 
be changing. “What we’ve seen 
very clearly after just a couple of 
events is that these Jake Paul fans 

are sticking around and becoming 
boxing fans,” Espinoza said. “Our 
usual boxing audience is a small 
fraction of the audience that tunes 
into Jake. We’re getting in front of 
people who don’t follow boxing, 
haven’t shown an interest in boxing 
whatsoever. That’s great for this 
sport.” The new fans are here be-
cause the blond, bearded YouTube 
megastar is a big part of their lives, 
and if Jake is into boxing now, then 
they’re into boxing. (Agencies)

MALAGA: Alex de Minaur and Jor-
dan Thompson won their singles 
matches to help Australia qualify 
for the Davis Cup semifinals for the 
first time since 2017 at the expense 
of the Netherlands. De Minaur beat 
Botic van de Zandschulp 5-7, 6-3, 6-4 
to clinch the series 2-0 and set up a 
semifinal tie against either Spain or 
Croatia. “We’ve got a great team, 

a lot of belief and a lot of passion,” 
De Minaur said. “I’m very happy to 
win today. ”Every single one of these 
players on our team is going to play 
their heart out. We’ll do everything 
we can for our country.” Australia is 
the second most successful nation in 
the team competition with 28 titles 
but the last triumph dates to 2003. 
De Minaur completed his rally with 

a break in the 10th game of the fi-
nal set by building a 40-0 lead and 
converting the first match point on 
an indoor hardcourt in the southern 
Spanish city of Malaga. He start-
ed his comeback by breaking Van 
de Zandschulp in the first and last 
games of the second set. The Dutch 
player took the first set with a break 
in the 12th game. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Pakistan Hockey Federa-
tion (PHF) Tuesday shared that they 
have got sponsors to send their team 
to Nation Cup, scheduled from No-
vember 28 to December 4 in South 
Africa. In a press release, PHF said 
that the National Bank of Pakistan 
(NBP) and Pakistan Sports Board 
(PSB) have ensured financial sup-
port for Nation Cup. 
“We have got financial support from 
NBP and PSB for Nation Cup,” said 
PHF’s secretary Haider Hussain. 

“We have applied for visa and wait-
ing now,” added Haider.  Pakistan 
recently won a bronze medal in Sul-
tan Azlan Shah Cup 2022 which was 

their first-ever medal in any event 
after 11 years.  While talking about 
the importance of the upcoming 
event, Haider said they could have 
faced the ban. 
“This tournament was very import-
ant to us. Had we not participated 
in it, we could have faced fine of up 
to 15000 euros alongside the ban,” 
he said.  “Now, we will try to field a 
strong team. This event will us im-
prove our rankings,” he concluded.  
(Agencies)

MIAMI: Tiger Woods, who has 
played only nine competitive rounds 
in 2022, topped the PGA Tour s Play-
er Impact Program for the second 
consecutive year to claim a $15 mil-
lion bonus, the tour announced Tues-
day. Woods, whose 82 PGA triumphs 
shares the all-time record with Sam 
Snead, led the analysis of global 
media exposure with top-ranked 
FedEx Cup winner Rory McIlroy 
second and Jordan Spieth third. 
McIlroy, a four-time major winner, 
took home $12 million while Spieth, 
a three-time major champion, made 
$9 million. The second-year impact 
program paid money to 23 players, 
the top 20 as planned plus three 
additional players who would have 
made the list under tweaked 2023 

criteria -- Japan s Hideki Matsuyama 
and Americans Cameron Young and 
Sam Burns. Each will be paid $2 
million. The program, designed to 
reward those who delivered greater 
interest in the PGA, uses data mea-
surement of internet searches, news 
article mentions, weekend television 
sponsor exposure, popularity mea-
surement and social media reach 
and engagement. Woods, a 15-time 
major winner who turns 47 next 
month, continued to recover this 
year from severe leg injuries suf-
fered in a February 2021 car crash. 
Woods finished 47th at the Masters 
in his return to competition, mak-
ing the cut and battling through the 
walk over 72 holes at hilly Augusta 
National. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Hangzhou, the host city 
for the 2022 Asian Games, has held 
its yearly marathon - this year at-
tracting 35,000 people. It was held 
on Sunday (November 20), starting 
from the Huanglong (Yellow Drag-
on) Sports Centre, which is due to 
host football, gymnastics and water 
polo, and finished at the Big Lotus, 
which is to be the main stadium 
for the Games, now scheduled to 
be held from September 23 to Oc-
tober 8 2023. This was postponed 
by a year due to the COVID-19 re-
strictions in China. Su Guoxiong 
won the men’s title in a time of 2hrs 
13min 24sec, while Wang Min won 
the women’s race in 2:33.47. Su is 
the first Chinese men’s winner of 
the Hangzhou International Mara-

thon, while Wang was the first home 
winner in 10 years. Yang Xiaojun 
broke the men’s province record for 
Zhejiang too with a time of 2:22.11. 
Big Lotus is to host the Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies, as well as 
athletics. Some previous Hangzhou 
International Marathon winners in-
clude African Games medallists Ye-
brgual Melese and Azmeraw Bekele 
from Ethiopia. (Agencies)

LONDON: Former English cricketer 
Luke Wright has been appointed se-
lector of the England men’s team.  In 
an announcement made on Tuesday, 
Wright was given the new responsi-
bility in light of his experience.  He 
will select England’s white and red 
ball squads and give his input in 
England’s Lions and Young Lions 
squads. The former all-rounder suc-
ceeded Ed Smith who last selected 
England’s squad for the Test series 
in Pakistan.  England is scheduled 
to travel to Pakistan at the end of 
this month which will mark its sec-
ond tour this year.  The English side 
will play three Tests in Rawalpindi, 
Multan, and Karachi respectively. 
Currently, they are practicing in 

Abu Dhabi before departing for Pa-
kistan. 
Pakistan: Babar Azam (capt), Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Sarfaraz Ahmed, 
Shan Masood, Saud Shakeel, Sal-
man Agha, Naseem Shah, Nauman 
Ali, Abdullah Shafique, Imam-ul-
Haq, Faheem Ashraf, Haris Rauf, 
Mohammad Wasim Jr, Abrar 
Ahmed, Zahid Mahmood, Moham-
mad Nawaz, Azhar Ali, Mohammad 
Ali 
England: Ben Stokes (capt), James 
Anderson, Harry Brook, Zak Craw-
ley, Ben Duckett, Ben Foakes (wk), 
Will Jacks, Keaton Jennings, Jack 
Leach, Liam Livingstone, Jamie 
Overton, Ollie Pope, Ollie Robinson, 
Joe Root, Mark Wood. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Tiger Woods is making 
a bigger impact off the course than 
inside the ropes, and he was reward-
ed with a $15 million bonus from 
the PGA Tour’s Player Impact Pro-
gram. Woods won the award for the 
second straight year while playing 
slightly more often. He was recov-
ering from a car crash in 2021 and 
played only two rounds of the PNC 
Championship with his son, Charlie. 
This year, he played in three majors, 
making it to the weekend in two of 
them, finishing 72 holes only in the 
Masters. Woods still ranked No. 1 in 
four of the five PIP categories. The 
exception was “TV Sponsor Expo-
sure,” which is the length of time 
a player’s sponsor logos appear on 
the screen during weekend rounds. 
He played only three of those. Rory 

McIlroy finished second, as reported 
by The Associated Press two weeks 
ago, and received a $12 million bo-
nus. Jordan Spieth narrowly beat 
out Justin Thomas for third place 
— Spieth got $9 million, Thomas 
$7.5 million — with Jon Rahm ($6 
million) in fifth. Masters champion 
Scottie Scheffler was sixth ($5.5 mil-
lion). The next four each received 
$5 million — Xander Schauffele, US 
Open champion Matt Fitzpatrick, 
Will Zalatoris and Tony Finau. Col-
lin Morikawa won the British Open 
and a World Golf Championship last 
year and finished out of the money 
at No. 11 when the program reward-
ed only 10 players. Now the bonus 
pool has doubled to $100 million 
and expanded to 20 players. (Agen-
cies)

MINSK: The Belarusian sport in-
frastructure is completely ready for 
the 2023 CIS Games, First Depu-
ty Chairman of the CIS Executive 
Committee, CIS First Deputy Ex-
ecutive Secretary Leonid Anfimov 
told the media, BelTA has learned. 
“Belarus will host the CIS Games in 
August 2023. Heads of government 
have instructed their national sport 
departments to prepare sport teams. 
At the recent session of the 2023 
CIS Games organizing committee 
in Minsk the Belarusian Sports and 
Tourism Ministry reported that Be-
larus was almost 100% ready to host 
the Games. At least the sport infra-
structure is 100% ready and there 
is only some finishing touches to 
be made in terms of organization 
and technical arrangements,” Leo-

nid Anfimov said. On 22 November 
Minsk played host to a meeting of 
the CIS Plenipotentiaries Council. 
The plenipotentiaries discussed the 
activities of the CIS Interstate Coun-
cil on Industrial Safety in 2017-2021, 
summarized the results of the meet-
ing of the CIS Heads of Government 
Council, and outlined tasks for the 
implementation of the adopted doc-
uments and reached agreements. 
The CIS Heads of Government 
Council met in Astana on 28 Octo-
ber. More than 20 documents were 
signed at the meeting. Among them 
were an agreement on cooperation 
in preventing and responding to 
public health emergencies of sani-
tary and epidemiological nature and 
a plan of joint actions to counteract 
resistance. (Agencies)

Bodybuilding contest 
2022 on December 18

Pak players to participate  
in Abu Dhabi T10 League

ISLAMABAD: As part of the Quaid-
e-Azam Day celebrations, a Body-
building Contest 2022 would be 
held on December 18 in Lahore. 
According to Farooq Iqbal, Presi-
dent of, the Pakistan Bodybuilding 
Federation (PBBF), all affiliated 
units, gym owners and coaches, and 
Bodybuilders have been informed 
in this regard. The 71st Mr and Jr. 
Mr Lahore and Lahore Division, 3rd 
Master Mr. Lahore, 3rd Classic Phy-
sique Mr. Lahore and 6th Mr. Fitness 
Physique Contests would be held in 
the mega event. The weighing of 
the competition would be held on 
December 16 at Max Fitness Center 
and Gym in Lahore while the pre-
judging will be held on December 
17 at Mehfil theatre, Abbot Road, 
Lahore. Meanwhile the final would 
take place on December 18. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Seven Pakistan play-
ers will be seen in action in the ex-
citing sixth edition of the Abu Dhabi 
T10 League to be kicked-off at Sheikh 
Zayed Cricket Stadium on Wednesday. 
Two new sides from the USA, New 
York Strikers and Morrisville Samp 
Army are making their entry in the 
tournament, replacing Qalandars and 
Maratha Arabians in the eight-team 
event. The final of the League would 
be played on December 4. The first 
round matches would be followed by 
qualifiers and eliminators. Several fa-
mous players of the world, including 
seven from Pakistan will be plying 
their trade for different sides in Abu 
Dhabi T10 League. 
Pakistan stars Mohammad Amir and 
Iftikhar Ahmed have been select-
ed by Bangla Tigers. Left-arm spin 
all-rounder Imad Wasim will play for 
Delhi Bulls, veteran fast bowler Wa-
hab Riaz and 24-year-old right-handed 
batsman Azam Khan will play for New 
York Strikers. (APP)
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Australia to see longer bushfire seasons as climate worsens

S. Korea govt, truckers far from deal as strike looms

Canada probes Chinese ‘police service stations’ in Toronto

Malaysian king searches for PM to end deadlock

Bolsonaro challenges Brazil presidential election result

Dutch court rules 2007 bombing in Afghanistan was illegal

SYDNEY: Australia’s climate con-
ditions will worsen in the years 
ahead, two national agencies said 
on Wednesday, warning of quick-
er changes in weather patterns and 
more frequent extreme climate 
events. Australia’s climate will con-
tinue to warm as greenhouse gases, 
such as carbon dioxide, are at the 
highest levels on Earth in at least 
two million years, said the Bureau 
of Meteorology and national science 
agency Csiro in a biennial climate 
report. “We’re expecting to see lon-
ger fire seasons in the future for the 
south and east, and an increase in 
the number of dangerous fire weath-
er days,” said Karl Braganza, the bu-
reau’s manager of Climate Environ-
mental Prediction Services. Australia 

has been enduring extreme weather 
events that some experts attribute 
to climate change. Droughts and 
devastating bushfires scorched the 
country at the end of the 2010s. The 
La Nina phenomenon in the Pacific 
Ocean, which occurs when equatori-
al trade winds strengthen and draw 
up cooler deep water, has caused 
an increase in storms and flood-
ing since early 2021. Heavy rainfall 
events are becoming more intense 

and more frequent short-duration 
heavy rainfalls are also expected, 
the report showed. For Sydney, the 
country’s most populous city, 2022 is 
already its wettest year on record in 
164 years. Frequent flooding forced 
evacuations of thousands across 
the country’s east coast. Some resi-
dents had to flee homes or were told 
to prepare to evacuate at least four 
times since last year. The warm-
ing of oceans around Australia, by 
more than 1°C since 1900, has been 
contributing to longer and more fre-
quent marine heatwaves, while sea 
levels are rising more quickly, the 
report said. “This trend is expected 
to continue into the future,” Csiro di-
rector of Climate Science Centre Jaci 
Brown said. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korea’s government 
and truckers remain at odds over 
a wages deal, the lead union said 
on Wednesday, hours before the 
planned start of a strike that is stok-
ing fears over the nation’s post-pan-
demic recovery and global supply 
chains. The nationwide strike by 
truckers unions, expected to start 
at midnight, would be the second 
in less than six months to disrupt 
manufacturing and fuel supplies 
in the world’s 10th-largest econo-
my. Prime Minister Han Duck-soo 
on Tuesday urged the truckers to 
scrap the plan to spare the economy, 

warning it would cause logistics pa-
ralysis and irreversible damage. In 
June, an eight-day strike by truckers 
delayed cargo shipments for indus-
tries from autos to semiconductors 
in Asia’s fourth-largest economy, 
costing more than US$1.2 billion 

in lost output and unmet deliveries. 
Industry giants including Hyund-
ai Motor and steelmaker POSCO 
were forced to cut output due to the 
June strike, and POSCO has warned 
that fresh action could slow repair 
works at a major plant hit by floods 
this summer. The Cargo Truckers 
Solidarity Union (CTSU), which is 
organising the multi-union strike, 
has demanded that the government 
extend its “Safe Trucking Freight 
Rate”, a policy launched during the 
Covid-19 pandemic to guarantee a 
minimum annual wage that is due to 
expire in December. (Agencies)

OTTAWA: Canadian police said they 
were investigating reports of Chinese 
“police service stations” operating in 
the Greater Toronto area for possible 
interference in Canadian interests and 
threats to national security. Canada 
joins countries including the US and 
the Netherlands to launch such inves-
tigations after Safeguard Defenders, 
a Europe-based human rights organi-
sation, published a report in Septem-
ber revealing the presence of dozens 
of Chinese police “service stations” 
in major cities around the world. The 

stations are an extension of Beijing’s 
efforts to pressure some Chinese na-
tionals or their relatives abroad to re-
turn to China to face criminal charges, 
the report by Safeguard Defenders 
said. It also linked them to activities of 
China’s united front work department, 
a Communist Party body charged 
with spreading its influence and pro-
paganda overseas. China has denied 
the allegations. “Our aim is to prevent 
intimidation, threats and harassment 
as well as any form of harm initiated 
on behalf of a foreign entity being ap-

plied to any community in Canada,” 
the RCMP said in a statement. Greater 
Toronto is home to Toronto, Canada’s 
financial capital and its most populous 
city. The Chinese embassy in Ottawa 
did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment yesterday. It has 
previously said that there are centres 
outside China run by local volunteers, 
not Chinese police officers, that aim 
to help Chinese citizens renew doc-
uments and offer other services that 
were disrupted due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s king 
met with lawmakers Wednesday and 
will next consult other royal families 
in a continuing search for a prime 
minister after inconclusive general 
elections that saw the rise of Isla-
mists sparked anxieties in the multi-
racial nation. Opposition leader An-
war Ibrahim’s Pakatan Harapan, or 
Alliance of Hope, topped Saturday’s 
poll with 82 parliamentary seats, but 
failed to reach the 112 needed for 
a majority. Former Prime Minister 

Muhyiddin’s Malay-centric Perika-
tan Nasional, or National Alliance, 
won 73 seats. The hung parliament 
renewed a leadership crisis in Ma-
laysia that saw three prime ministers 
since 2018. The biggest winner was 
the Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party, the 
hard-line ally in Muhyiddin’s bloc, 
with 49 seats — more than double 
what it won in 2018. Known as PAS, 
it backs Islamic Shariah law, rules 
three states and is now the single 
largest party. (Agencies)

BRASÍLIA: Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro has called for the invali-
dation of votes from some machines 
in last month’s election he lost to 
leftist rival Luiz Inacio Lula da Sil-
va. Bolsonaro’s coalition said its au-
dit of the October 30 second-round 
runoff between Bolsonaro and Lula 
had found “signs of irreparable … 
malfunction” in some electronic vot-
ing machines. Bolsonaro allies said 
in their complaint that there were 
signs of serious failures that gen-
erate uncertainties and make it im-
possible to validate the results gen-
erated in older models of the voting 
machines. As a result, they urged 
that the votes from those models 
should be “invalidated.” Brazil’s Su-
preme Court justice, Alexandre de 
Moraes, who currently leads the Su-
perior Electoral Court (TSE), said in 

a ruling that Bolsonaro’s right-wing 
electoral coalition, which filed the 
complaint, must present its full au-
dit for both rounds of last month’s 
vote within 24 hours, or he would 
reject it. Lula’s victory has already 
been ratified by Brazil’s electoral 
body, the Superior Electoral Court 
(TSE) and acknowledged by Brazil’s 
leading politicians and international 
allies. (Agencies)

AMSTERDAM: A Dutch court ruled 
on Wednesday the shelling by Dutch 
soldiers of a residential complex in 
the Afghan province of Uruzgan in 
June 2007 was illegal, adding the 
Netherlands should compensate 
the victims. The Dutch Defence 
Ministry had asked prosecutors al-
most two years ago to look into this 
bombing, which killed dozens of ci-
vilians, following a report by a war 
veteran questioning the legitimacy 
of this action in the Chora valley. 
“The Netherlands was responsible 
for the shelling of the houses. It was 

known these houses were inhabit-
ed by civilians. The State invoked 
the fact the taliban used the houses 
for military purposes and thus that 
the bombing was not unlawful,” the 
court in The Hague said in a state-
ment. “But the court rules that the 
State hasn’t sufficiently made clear 
on what basis it came to the conclu-
sion that these houses were being 
used by the taliban therefore the 
bombing is illegal.” The court also 
said the amount of the victims’ com-
pensation should be determined at a 
later date. (Agencies)

14 killed  
in Burkina attacks

Nepal PM Deuba wins 
for record 7th time

Climate change will 
fuel diseases, warns GF

Indonesia earthquake 
survivors appeal for aid

 Earthquake shakes  
Turkey, 50 injured

 Protests start at  
iPhone factory in China

OUAGADOUGOU: At least 14 peo-
ple died in two separate attacks by 
jihadist groups in Burkina Faso’s 
north, including eight civilian army 
auxiliaries, security and local sourc-
es said Tuesday. One of the world’s 
poorest countries, Burkina has been 
struggling with a jihadist offensive 
since 2015. Thousands of civilians 
and members of the security forces 
have died and around two million 
people have been displaced. Dis-
gruntled army officers have carried 
out two coups this year in a show 
of anger at failures to roll back the 
insurgency. “Armed individuals at-
tacked the village of Safi early Mon-
day,” a security source told AFP, 
with the auxiliary VDP militia losing 
eight people. (Agencies)

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur Deuba, who is 
also the President of Nepali Con-
gress, has won a record seventh 
time in the parliamentary election 
held earlier this week. Sunday’s 
polls were the second parliamentary 
elections after Nepal promulgated 
the new constitution in 2015 that en-
shrined the Himalayan nation as a 
federal, secular and republic coun-
try. As per the Election Commission, 
Deuba has been re-elected from 
Dadeldhura defeating the indepen-
dent candidate, Sagar Dhakal. An 
Oxford University graduate, Dhakal 
threw his hat against Deuba to un-
seat him saying that time has come 
to rule by youth and new breeds. 
Deuba secured 25,534 votes to se-
cure the lone Dadeldhura seat, while 
Dhakal won 13,042. The 76-year-old 
premier was earlier elected a House 
of Representatives member from the 
same constituency in the 2017 gen-
eral elections. He has been winning 
the parliamentary elections from 
Dadeldhura since 1991 and remain 
undefeated for record seven times. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: Climate change will 
end up killing people by fueling in-
fectious diseases, the head of the 
Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria said Tuesday. 
Executive director Peter Sands said 
that in 2022, the fund had witnessed 
the “escalating impact” of climate 
change on health. While upsurges 
in malaria had hitherto been seen 
due to the increasing frequency and 
devastation of tropical storms, “with 
the flooding in Pakistan it was taken 
to a completely different scale”, he 
said. (Agencies)

JAKARTA: Survivors of an Indonesian 
earthquake that killed at least 268 peo-
ple have appealed for food and water 
as rescuers picked through devastated 
villages with hopes of finding anyone 
alive fading. The calls for help came 
as authorities warned that debris from 
landslides caused by the strong quake 
near the town of Cianjur in West Java 
needed to be cleared ahead of heavy 
rains forecast in the coming weeks, 
threatening a second disaster. Helicop-
ters will drop relief supplies to Indone-
sian villagers stranded after an earth-
quake crumpled homes in West Java, 
while others waited apprehensively 
to learn the fate of missing relatives. 
More than 1,000 police officers have 
been drafted in to help rescue teams 
and there are still more than 150 peo-
ple missing. Recovery efforts will fo-
cus on Cugenang, one of the worst hit 
districts, where at least one village is 
believed to have been buried under a 
landslide, while helicopters will drop 
emergency supplies to two more cut 
off by blocked roads. As authorities 
prepared to bring in more heavy ma-
chinery to clear the landslides, video 
images showed people digging the 
earth with their bare hands and tools 
such as hoes, sticks and crowbars. 
“If it was just an earthquake, only 
the houses would collapse, but this is 
worse because of the landslide,” said 
one man, who was searching for six 
missing relatives. (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: An earthquake of magni-
tude 5.9 shook northwest Turkey and 
was felt in Istanbul early on Wednes-
day, injuring 50 people and damag-
ing some buildings in the province of 
Duzce, a government disaster agency 
and state media said. There were no 
reports of deaths or major destruction 
in the tremor, which struck at 04:08 
am (0108 GMT) with its epicenter in 
Golyaka, a district in Duzce about 200 
km east of Istanbul. “We almost com-
pleted our checks in the villages around 
Golyaka. There is no severe damage re-
ported; only some barns were wrecked 
in these places,” Interior Minister Su-
leyman Soylu said on broadcaster TRT 
Haber. “There was a power cut during 
the quake but authorities are reinstat-
ing power now,” he said. The Duzce 
court house was among some eight 
buildings in the area that were dam-
aged, said state-owned Anadolu news 
agency. Turkey’s Disaster and Emer-
gency Management Authority (AFAD) 
said it sent thousands of blankets and 
tents to the area of the quake, which in-
jured 37 people in Duzce. People were 
also hurt in Zonguldak, Bursa and Is-
tanbul. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Violent protests have 
broken out around Foxconn’s vast 
iPhone factory in central China, 
as workers clashed with security 
personnel over pay and living con-
ditions at the plant. 
In videos shared with AFP or cir-
culated on social media, hundreds 
of workers can be seen marching 
on a road and confronted by riot 
police as well as people wearing 
hazmat suits. Taiwanese tech gi-
ant Foxconn on Wednesday con-
firmed the unrest. Footage shared 
with AFP and captured by a fac-
tory worker showed one person 
lying inert on the ground next to 
a man in a blood-spattered jacket 
having his head bound in an ap-
parent effort to staunch a wound. 
(Agencies) MILK
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