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MOSCOW/KIEV: President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday met with more than 
a dozen mothers of Russian soldiers 
fighting in Ukraine, telling those who 
had lost sons that he and the entire lead-
ership shared their suffering. The war 
in Ukraine has killed or wounded tens 
of thousands of soldiers on both sides, 
according to the United States, and the 
Russian invasion has triggered the big-
gest confrontation between Moscow 
and the West since the 1962 Cuban Mis-
sile crisis. Meeting with 17 women at 
his Novo-Ogaryovo residence outside 
Moscow to mark Sunday’s Russian 
Mother’s Day. Putin said he understood 
the anxiety and concern of soldiers’ 
mothers - and the pain of those who 
had lost sons in Ukraine. “I would like 
you to know that, that I personally, and 
the whole leadership of the country - we 
share your pain,” Putin said. “We un-
derstand that nothing can replace the 
loss of a son - especially for a mother,” 
he added. Putin has said he has no re-
grets about launching Russia’s “special 
military operation” against Ukraine  He 
praised their sons for defending “new 
Russia”. Meanwhile, the UK is to send 
more ambulances to Ukraine as part 
of a package of “hands-on” support to 
help the war-torn nation through the 
winter, the foreign secretary pledged 
on a visit to Kyiv. The UK will send 35 
more emergency vehicles, including 24 
ambulances and six armoured vehicles, 
to the country, James Cleverly said on 
Friday during his visit to Kyiv. NATO 
has also supplied Ukraine with jam-
mers to defend against Russian drone 
attacks, the alliance’s Secretary Gener-
al said in Brussels. “Allies are providing 

unprecedented military support,” Stol-
tenberg said, listing deliveries of fuel, 
medical supplies, wind equipment, 
and the drone jammers. Jammers are 
designed to help Ukraine fend off at-
tacks from drones targeting the coun-
try. World arms industry is churning 
out guns, artillery shells and other mil-
itary supplies at a pace not seen since 
the Cold War as governments in the 
region lead efforts to aid Ukraine in its 
fight against Russia. Allies have been 
supplying Kyiv with weapons and mil-
itary equipment since war started on 
Feb. 24, depleting their own invento-
ries along the way. The United States 
and Britain committed the most direct 
military aid to Ukraine between Jan. 24 
and Oct. 3, a Kiel Institute for the World 
Economy tracker shows, with Poland 
in third place and the Czech Republic 
ninth. The U.N. human rights chief 
said on Thursday that Russian strikes 
on critical infrastructure in Ukraine 
since October had killed at least 77 ci-
vilians and were plunging millions of 
people into extreme hardship.”Millions 
are being plunged into extreme hard-
ship and appalling conditions of life 
by these strikes,” said Volker Turk in a 
statement. “Taken as a whole, this rais-
es serious problems under internation-
al humanitarian law, which requires a 
concrete and direct military advantage 
for each object attacked.” Ukraine’s 
President Zelenskiy on Friday called 
on Europeans to remain united against 
Russia’s war as he addressed a confer-
ence in Lithuania. “There is no split, 
there is no schism among Europeans 
and we have to preserve this. This is 
our mission number one this year,” Zel-

enskiy said via a video link. Moscow 
said it had issued more than 80,000 
Russian passports to residents of four 
Ukrainian territories since President 
Vladimir Putin claimed to have an-
nexed the regions in September. “Since 
the addition of the four regions into the 
Russian Federation, and in accordance 
with the legislation, more than 80,000 
people received passports as citizens of 
the Russian Federation,” migration of-
ficial said. The head of Crimea Sergey 
Aksyonov has rejected Kiev’s claims 
that Iranian military instructors were 
killed in a Ukrainian strike on the Rus-
sian peninsula while helping Moscow’s 
forces operate drones. Statements 
maintaining this happened by the sec-
retary of Ukraine’s National Security 
and Defense Council, Aleksey Dani-
lov, were “extraordinary nonsense,” 
Aksyonov said. Moscow is consider-
ing exchanging foreign assets frozen 
in Russia for Russian assets seized by 
Western countries, Finance Minister 
Anton Siluanov said. “We have such 
initiatives under consideration,” the of-
ficial confirmed in an interview, adding 
that it’s important to observe the inter-
ests of both Russian and foreign inves-
tors on this issue. Ukraine has received 
nearly $350 million from Canada to 
fill up its underground storage facili-
ties with gas for the winter, Ukrainian 
media reported on Wednesday, citing 
Prime Minister Denis Shmigal. The 
government in Ottawa has transferred 
12.7 billion hryvnia ($344 million) to 
Ukraine’s state-owned gas company 
Naftogaz he said, adding that “Ukraine 
earlier received this money from the 
government of Canada.” *Agencies*

‘We share your pain’

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping assured his Cuban counterpart, 
Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez, on 
Friday that Beijing will defend his 
country’s sovereignty while opposing 
external interference and blockade. 
Bermudez is the first Latin American 
and Caribbean head of state to arrive 
in Beijing following the 20th CPC Na-
tional Congress, at which Xi was pro-
claimed general secretary of the party 
and chairman for a record third time. 
“No matter how the international sit-
uation may change, China’s commit-
ment to a long-term friendship with 
Cuba will not change. China’s deter-
mination to support Cuba in pursuing 
socialism will not change,” Xi assured 
Bermudez during bilateral talks, ac-
cording to the state-run Xinhua News 
Agency. “No matter how the interna-

tional situation may change, China’s 
commitment to a long-term friend-
ship with Cuba will not change. Chi-
na’s determination to support Cuba in 
pursuing socialism will not change,” 
Xi assured Bermudez during bilat-
eral talks, according to the state-run 
Xinhua News Agency. “China’s will to 
work with Cuba to safeguard interna-
tional fairness and justice and oppose 
hegemony and power politics will not 
change,” he added. (Agencies)

PARIS: Iranian security forces 
opened fire on protests after Friday 
prayers in the restive southeast-
ern province of Sistan-Baluchistan, 
leaving dozens of people dead or 
wounded, activists said. The Islam-
ic republic has intensified a crack-
down on protests sparked by the 
Sept 16 death in custody of Mahsa 
Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian wom-
an of Kurdish origin. Campaigners 
had called for nationwide demon-
strations this week in solidarity with 
Kurdistan, which along with Sis-

tan-Baluchistan has borne the brunt 
of Iran’s deadly protest crackdown. 
“Kurdistan, Kurdistan, we will sup-
port you,” protesters were heard 
chanting today in a video from the 
Sistan-Baluchistan capital Zahedan, 
one of the few Sunni-majority cities 
in predominantly Shiite Iran. “Kurds 
and Baluchs are brothers, thirsting 
for the leader’s blood,” they sang 
in other unverified footage post-
ed on social media, in reference to 
Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. (Agencies)

MADRID: Spain and the European 
Commision have sent Britain a pro-
posal to keep the Gibraltar land bor-
der open as part of a definitive solu-
tion settling the post-Brexit status 
of the enclave, the Spanish foreign 
ministry said on Friday. Spain, Britain 
and the European Union agreed on 
Dec. 31, 2020, hours before Britain’s 
full exit from the bloc, that Gibraltar 
would remain part of EU agreements 
such as the Schengen Area and Spain 
would police the port and the airport, 
pending a definitive solution. Spain’s 
Foreign Affairs minister Jose Manuel 
Albares told Spanish local and region-
al authorities near Gibraltar on Friday 
both Spain and the European Com-

mission had sent Britain “a proposal 
to make the area a zone of shared 
prosperity”. The British ambassador 
in Madrid Hugh Elliott said on Thurs-
day in an interview on Gibraltar TV 
GBC he was confident a deal can be 
reached this year. The Spanish-EU 
proposal includes removing the fence 
to ensure free flow of people between 
Spain and the enclave, the Spanish 
ministry said in a statement. “This re-
quires Spain to take control, on behalf 
of the Schengen area, of Gibraltar’s 
external borders and, to this end, to 
be able to exercise certain functions 
and powers necessary to protect the 
integrity and security of the Schen-
gen area,” it added. (Agencies)

BAKU: Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev said on Friday that Baku 
does not want France to play a role 
in brokering peace talks between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. Aliyev said 
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron had “attacked” and “insulted” 
Baku and should not act as a go-be-
tween for the two countries. Fight-
ing flared in September between 
the two former ex-Soviet countries 
in their decades-old dispute over 
the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave - in-
ternationally recognised as part of 
Azerbaijan, but largely controlled 
by ethnic Armenians, with backing 
from Yerevan. Each side accused the 
other of triggering the latest bout 
of fighting, in which Armenia said 

Azerbaijan had seized settlements 
inside its borders. A ceasefire was 
agreed in late September and last 
month in Prague the two countries 
agreed to allow a civilian EU mis-
sion to be set up on their border. 
But speaking on Friday, Aliyev ac-
cused Armenian Prime Minister Ni-
kol Pashinyan of trying to undercut 
the next stage of talks by insisting 
France must be a broker. “Macron at-
tacked Azerbaijan and accused us in 
what we haven’t done,” Aliyev said, 
speaking in English at a conference 
with international representatives in 
Baku on Friday. He said the French 
leader had adopted an “anti-Azer-
baijan position” and was “insulting” 
Baku. (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday while citing huge 
potential in the field of alternate 
energy in both countries, called for 
Turkey and Pakistan to join hands 
for the production of solar, wind and 
hydel energy to cut the carbon emis-
sion and open up new avenues of 
investment cooperation. The prime 
minister, addressing the launching 
ceremony of the third of the four 
MILGEM Corvette Ships for the 
Pakistan Navy, PNS Khaiber, at the 
Istanbul Shipyard, said it was high 
time the two countries transformed 
their ties into a strategic partnership 
as the world was “envious” of the 
relationship between two brotherly 
countries. On his arrival at the ven-

ue, the Turkish president welcomed 
the prime minister who was accom-
panied by a high-level delegation. 
The prime minister was given the 
guard of honor as the national an-
thems of the countries were also 
played. Accompanied by Turkish 
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
the prime minister launched the ship 
which he said manifested deep bilat-

eral engagement in defence coopera-
tion. The MILGEM project, based on 
joint collaboration between the two 
countries, represents a significant 
milestone in the Pakistan-Türkiye 
strategic partnership that continues 
to progress on an upward trajecto-
ry. The launching ceremony for the 
first Corvette for the Pakistan Navy, 
PNS Babur, was performed in Istan-
bul in August 2021while the ground-
breaking for the Second Ship, PNS 
Badr, was held at Karachi in May 
2022. Calling Turkiye his “second 
home” the prime minister recalled 
the support extended by the peo-
ple of Pakistan at the time when 
Turkiye was fighting for freedom.  
(Agencies)

Xi pledges to defend Cuba’s national sovereignty

Dozens of casualties as Iranian forces shoot protesters

Spain, EU propose to keep Gibraltar land border open

Azerbaijan says no to Armenian peace talks  
if French President Macron present

Erdogan and Shehbaz attend PNS Khyber inauguration ceremony

PM urges Pak-Turkish collaboration in alternate energy 

Scientists revive 48,500-year-old virus
PARIS: Melting permafrost may 
pose a threat to humanity, scientists 
have warned after reviving an an-
cient virus which lay frozen for tens 
of thousands of years. Viruses such 
as this are still capable of infecting 
living organisms, the international 
team said after they observed nine 
ancient viruses discovered in the 
Siberian permafrost infecting amoe-
bas in a lab. The oldest of the newly 
discovered viruses is almost 50,000 
years old, the team said. “48,500 
years is a world record,” Jean-Mi-
chel Claverie, a team member and a 
researcher at Aix-Marseille Univer-
sity in France, told the New Scien-
tist. His team studied a total of sev-
en ancient viruses in its latest study. 
The group published a preprint of 
their work earlier in November. The 
group, which includes scientists 
from Russia, France and Germany, 
previously managed to revive two 
other ancient viruses that are 30,000 
years old. The viruses discovered 
and revived by the team are consid-
ered the most ancient ever revived, 
although other researchers claim to 
have revived bacteria that are said 
to be up to 250 million years old. All 
of the viruses revived by the team 
are of the pandoravirus type – a 
group of giant viruses only capable 
of infecting single-cell organisms 

like amoebas. However, the fact 
that all nine ancient viruses were 
still capable of infecting living cells 
after spending tens of thousands 
of years in permafrost means that 
other viruses trapped there that are 
potentially contagious for plants, 
animals, or even humans could be 
released and revived as well, the 
scientists warn. “There is a real 
danger,” Claverie said, adding that 
“there are bacteria and viruses com-
ing out every day.” However, it is im-
possible to precisely determine the 
level of potential danger so far, he 
added. Russia has warned about the 
danger that could arise as a result 
of the continued thawing of the per-
mafrost caused by climate change. 
Thawing soil that has been deeply 
frozen for centuries or even millen-
nia could still contain “some viable 
spores of ‘zombie’ bacteria and vi-
ruses,” Nikolay Korchunov, a senior 
Russian representative at the Arctic 
Council, told reporters. (Agencies)

Saudi to host  
China-Arab summit

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia will host 
the first-ever Chinese-Arab sum-
mit in early December, Beijing’s 
consul in Dubai has said, as the 
oil-rich kingdom shores up ties 
with Asia. Chinese President Xi 
Jinping is expected to visit Saudi 
Arabia that same month, accord-
ing to Riyadh’s foreign minis-
ter, but the consul statement did 
not specify whether the trip will 
coincide with the summit. “The 
first China-Arab Summit will 
be held in Saudi Arabia in ear-
ly December,” Li Xuhang, Chi-
na’s consul-general in Dubai was 
quoted as saying in a statement 
posted on the consulate’s website. 
(Agencies)

– Putin meets mothers of soldiers killed in Ukraine –

–  NATO sends jammers for drone defense to Ukraine.
– Weapons industry booms as allies arm Ukraine – Canadians paying for Ukraine’s gas – Kiev. 

– Russia denies Ukraine claim about Iranian instructors killed in strike.
– UN rights boss says Russian strikes plunge millions into hardship.

– UK to send more ambulances to Ukraine – Zelenskiy says Europe must avoid division.
– Moscow says over 80,000 Russian passports issued in annexed Ukraine.
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Hundreds of thousands to participate from KP  
in PTI’s true independence march: Mahmood

* Staff Reporter*
Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Mahmood Khan has said that hun-
dreds of thousands of people from 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will march to-
wards Rawalpindi to participate in the 
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf’s true inde-
pendence march to liberate the coun-
try from corrupt politicians and prac-
tices that has staggered the country’s 
economy for the past many decades. 
The Chief Minister maintained that 
the true independence march will be a 
peaceful one and will establish the fact 
that the imported rulers have failed to 
deliver on every front and do not have 
the capacity to steer the country out 
of the prevailing economic and polit-
ical crises. Despite 75 years of inde-
pendence, we have not been able to 
achieve the true purpose under which 
Pakistan was established. Under the 
dynamic leadership of chairman Teh-
reek e Insaf Imran Khan, the dream of 
establishing an Islamic welfare state 
will be realized and for that purpose, 
every segment of society will have to 
play their due role. In a statement is-
sued here from Chief Minister’s Sec-
retariat, the Chief Minister said that 
people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have 
played unprecedented role in every 
struggle for the stability and strength-
ening of the homeland. He said that 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s real inde-
pendence march will prove to be the 
last nail in the coffin of the imported 
government that came into power un-
der the regime change conspiracy. He 
added that people from Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa will participate in great num-
bers to achieve real freedom because 
the imported government is serving 
alien interests and has brought the 
country’s economy to the brink of 
collapse. Mahmood Khan stated that 
people are committed to rid the coun-
try from the clutches of corrupt poli-
ticians and their flawed policies that 
have resulted in unparalleled inflation, 
rupee depreciation and increasing un-
employment. The life of an ordinary 
citizens has become miserable and 
the imported government has failed 
badly in providing relief to the public 
in these testing times. He made it clear 
that the only way out from this crisis 
is free and fair elections in the coun-
try, adding that as long as this cor-
rupt conglomerate stays in power, the 
country’s economy will continue to de-
cline. The Chief Minister clarified that 
the conglomerate of 14 political par-
ties, in the shape of PDM, has failed to 
deliver and access to basic amenities 
has become a challenge for majority 
of Pakistanis. All component parties 
of the PDM have united with the sole 

purpose of serving alien interests and 
remaining in power to loot the na-
tion’s wealth. They are yet to present 
any policy for the welfare and eco-
nomic wellbeing of ordinary citizens. 
The Chief Minister said that the pre-
vious federal government, under the 
dynamic leadership of PTI chairman 
Imran Khan, put the sinking econ-
omy on track for improvement and 
took practical steps to restore national 
prestige and identity at international 
level. Despite daunting challenges, in-
cluding the COVID 19 pandemic that 
hit global economics badly, Pakistan’s 
economy performed well because of 
the political stature and sincere leader-
ship of Imran Khan. However, the cor-
rupt politicians resorted to a regime 
change conspiracy to topple a demo-
cratically elected government. Com-
ponent parties of PDM used COVID 
-19 and the international recession as 
an excuse and held multiple protests 
against inflation during the tenure of 
PTI led Federal government to mislead 
masses. “It is ironic that these politi-
cal parties are completely silent now, 
despite the fact that inflation has in-
creased many folds during the past six 
months; even essential commodities 
have reached beyond the purchasing 
capacity of common man,” Mahmood 
Khan remarked. 

Recruitment of martyrs’ children starts in police deptt

Over 2.8m children to be vaccinated  
against polio in upcoming campaign

Frequent traffic jams by rickshaws,  
taxis unnerve Peshawarties

KP Pavilion at Lok Mela  
spotlighting rich culture, handicrafts of the province

Four-day training for tribal students held  
on harnessing youth for peace

KP Governor meets Asfandyar Wali

Enrollment of out-of-school children: A distant dream in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

PESHAWAR: The recruitment pro-
cess of children of the martyrs of 
former Bajaur Levy force was for-
mally started in KP Police Depart-
ment here on Friday. Regional Po-
lice Officer (RPO), Malakand Sajjad 
Khan and Commissioner Malakand 
division, Shaukat Ali Yousafzai 
handed over appointment letters to 
the children of six martyrs for their 
induction in KP police. Addressing 
the function, RPO Sajjad Khan and 
Commissioner Malakand Shaukat 
Yousafzai said that martyrs of for-

mer Bajaur levy force had rendered 
great sacrifices for their country and 
as a result, peace has returned to the 
area. They said martyrs’ families 
would not be left alone. Outgoing 
DPO Abdul Samad Khan, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner Finance 
Naseer Khan and relatives of the 
martyrs attended the function. Con-
gratulating the newly inducted em-
ployees, they expressed the hope 
that they would follow the footprints 
of the martyrs and give every sacri-
fice for their country.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The November round 
of anti-polio drive has been planned 
in 12 districts of the province with 
focus on southern and central parts 
of the province wherein over 2.8 
million eligible children will be vac-
cinated against polio to help purge 
the region of the circulating virus 
and move closer to the goal of po-
lio free world. This was decided in 
a readiness meeting here at Emer-
gency Operations Center Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa with Director Gen-
eral Health Services Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Dr Shaheen Afridi and 
Additional Secretary Health (Polio 
Eradication) / Coordinator EOC, 
Asif Raheem in the chair. Depu-
ty Coordinator EOC, Muhammad 
Zeeshan Khan, Team Lead UNICEF 
KP, Dr Andrew Etsano, Team Lead 
WHO KP Dr. Sarfaraz Afridi, Tech-
nical Focal Person EOC KP Dr. Im-
tiaz Ali Shah, Team Lead N-STOP 
Dr. Hafeezullah and relevant offi-
cials of health department were also 

present on the occasion. The chair 
was briefed that as per decision of 
the National Emergency Opera-
tions Center (NEOC) the November 
campaign will be conducted in two 
phases in 12 districts including Ban-
nu, Lakki Marwat, North Waziristan, 
D.I.Khan, Tank, South Waziristan, 
Peshawar, Khyber, Nowshera,Swat, 
Mohmand and Bajaur. It was told 
that the first round will be kicked off 
in Bannu, Lakki Marwat and North 
Waziristan districts from Novem-
ber 28 to December 2, 2022 during 
which 566164 milllion children un-
der five years will be administered  
polio drops by teams. Likewise, the 
chair was informed that the sec-
ond round of the campaign will be 
kicked off from December 5, 2022 
in 7 complete districts of D. I Khan, 
Tank and South Waziristan, Pesha-
war, Khyber, Swat, Nowshera while 
partial campaign will be carried out 
in Bajaur and Mohmand districts.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Once known as city of 
flowers, Peshawar is currently wit-
nessing massive traffic jams due to 
increase in the number of vehicles 
and shrinking of roads due to ill-
planned Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
project. Instead to enjoy fragrance 
of Gul-e-Dawoddi, red roses, jas-
mine and others seasonal flow-
ers, Peshawarties are nowadays 
exposed to inhale the polluted air 
mostly emanating from tsunami of 
unregistered rickshaws, taxis, wag-
ons and old passengers buses lead-
ing to an increase in the number 
of cases of ENT, cough, chest and 
other seasonal infections. Traffic 
jams mostly from Hastangri to Ma-

lik Saad Shaheed bridge have add-
ed to the miseries of people, stu-
dents, lawyers, businessmen and 
the government officials to reach 
their respective offices in time due 
to frequent strikes mostly by the 
employees of the provincial gov-
ernment’s departments on main GT 
road in front of the KP assembly. 
The narrow of GT Road due to con-
struction of ill-planned BRT corri-
dor, blocking of ‘Suray bridge’ of-
ten by the demonstrators and VVIP 
movement were hampering smooth 
flow of traffic, creating great diffi-
culties for employees of civil sec-
retariat and students during peak 
hours. (APP)

* Staff Reporter*
PESHAWAR: KP Pavilion has been 
set up today at Lok Mela, spotlighting 
the rich culture, and handicrafts of the 
province. Adviser to the PM on Sports 
and Tourism Mr. Aun Chaudhry will 
formally inaugurate the KP pavil-
ion tomorrow 26 th November. “Lok 
Mela” the cultural folk festival of Pa-
kistan opens with full zeal and zest 
today on 25 th November 2022 at the 
National Institute of Folk and Tradi-
tional Heritage (NIFTH)/Lok Virsa Is-
lamabad. Lok Mela is a true depiction 
of rural Pakistan. Which reinforces 
national harmony and integration 
by promoting the cultural heritage 
through the active participation of all 
provincial governments, master arti-
sans, folk artists, performers and mu-
sicians. The main features of the fes-
tival are provincial cultural pavilions 
from all provinces, Gilgit Baltistan 
and AJK, including artisans at work, 
craft bazaar, folk songs and dance 
performances, cultural nights, food 
stalls, and many other activities. The 
Pashtun cultural pavilion, arranged 
by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Culture 
and Tourism Authority (KPCTA), has 
been opened for visitors this morn-
ing, depicting the rich cultural heri-

tage of the province under one roof. 
A large number of people from dif-
ferent walks of life thronged the KP 
pavilion.The pavilion will be formally 
inaugurated by the Adviser to the PM 
on Sports and Tourism Mr.
Aun Chaudhry. He will visit the stalls 
and will meet the local artisans. Ar-
tisans from across the KP, including 
Abbottabad, Dera Ismail Khan, Har-
ipur, Swabi, Charsadda, Mansehra, 
Peshawar, Chitral, the Merged dis-
tricts as well have erected 30 stalls 
displaying the cultural and traditional 
handicrafts, food cuisines and music. PESHAWAR: A four-day training on 

“Harnessing Youth for Peace” was held 
at FATA University from November 21 
to November 24 for 26 students selected 
from newly merged districts of the prov-
ince. The event was an initiative of the 
Higher education Regulatory Authority 
(HERA), Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, supported by Community Re-
silience Activity�North (CRA-N), USAID, 
and implemented by International Orga-
nization for Migration (IOM) Students 
from Kurram, Orakzai, Khyber and 
North Waziristan and 24 faculty mem-
bers of FATA University attended the 
event. The keynote speakers of trainings 

were Rashad Bukhari, Kayenat Hameed 
Khan, and Mufti Asad Gul. Their hands-
on training sessions were focused on 
civic engagement and community resil-
ience themes including tolerance, critical 
thinking, leadership, conflict resolution, 
and positive social action. This will help 
the young generation to break down ex-
isting negative stereotypes approach re-
sulting their positive engagement in soci-
ety, they said adding that only educating 
youth could help to cope up with the post 
violence scenario and would also play an 
important role in the reconstruction of 
the society and improving the quality of 
life. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali on Fri-
day held a meeting with Awami 
National Party (ANP) President 
Asfandyar Wali Khan at Wali Bagh, 
Charsadda. Governor thanked ANP 
for supporting his nomination as 
Governor KP. During the meeting, 
Provincial President of ANP Aimal 
Wali Khan congratulated the Gover-
nor on assuming his new responsi-
bilities and assured his full support 

for the welfare of the people and 
development of the province. ANP 
Central Secretary Finance, Senator 
Haji Hidayatullah Khan, Provincial 
General Secretary Sardar Hussain 
Babak, members of Provincial As-
sembly Shakeel Bashir Khan Uma-
rzai and Sultan Muhammad Khan, 
Central Committee Member Syed 
Masoom Shah and other Party 
leaders were also present on the 
occasion. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Working against the 
time, Asad Khan, hardly a 12-year-
old mechanic was busy like a hon-
eybee to repair water geysers, bat-
teries, heaters, and other electric 
appliances scattered all around him 
in his small workshop to meet the 
placed orders in wake of declining 
mercury levels in Peshawar. He 
starts working from early morn-
ing till sunset at his maternal un-
cle’s workshop to earn two times 
bread for his family at Pabbi station 
Nowshera. The motivated young-
ster had entered the electronics 
repairing work three years back to 
financially support his seven-mem-
ber family due to poverty. After 
three-year of expertise in fixing 
pipes of electric and gas geysers, 
Asad was called ‘Ustad’ (master) by 
his maternal uncle Sadaqat Khan 
and fellow mechanics. “I had left 
school at class V to support my poor 
ailing parents and meet the educa-
tion’s expanses of my two young 

brothers and as many sisters,” Asad 
told APP while narrating his ordeal 
of labor. Earning about Rs500 per 
day from his shop, Asad also pro-
vides home services to make some 
extra money to assist his poor fa-
ther in meeting the domestic ex-
penses including electricity and 
gas bills besides the educational 
expenses of his siblings. The young 
boy has a desire to get a diploma 
in electrical engineering from an 
institute for employment abroad, 
however, the financial position was 
a hurdle for him to accomplish his 
dream. Like Asad Khan, there are 

thousands of out-of-school chil-
dren (OSC) in the province due to 
socioeconomic imbalances, lack of 
coordination between government 
departments, and absence of un-
safe means of schools transporta-
tion, especially for girls and early 
child age marriages. According to a 
survey of Benazir Income Support 
Program (BISP) 2021, there were 
about 22.8 million OSCs in the 
country including 4.7 million chil-
dren aged between 5 to 16 years in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The survey 
revealed that the OSC included 2.9 
million girls and one million be-
longed to merged tribal districts. 
Similarly, 74.4 percent of girls and 
38.5 percent boys are out of school 
in the province. Besides 77 percent 
reported OSC in Palas Kolai, 70 
percent in Upper Kohistan and 69 
percent in Upper Kohistan, there 
are reports of about 61 percent of 
such children in Torghar, 55pc in 
Shangla, 53 percent in Lakki Mar-

wat and 51 percent each in Tank 
and Batagram districts. In merged 
areas, 66 percent of children are 
out-of-school in North Waziristan, 
63 percent in Bajaur, 61 percent in 
South Waziristan, 51 percent each 
in Mohmand and Khyber, and 47 
percent each in Kurram and Oraka-
zai and bringing them under school 
net was a big challenge for the pro-
vincial government. Terming the 
BISP’s survey findings as alarming, 
the PM-N KP spokesperson and 
member provincial assembly said 
that it negates tall claims of PTI 
government regarding an increase 
in children’s enrolment in schools 
and uniform education policy. He 
said the education sector was de-
volved to provinces under the 18th 
constitutional amendment and un-
der article 25-A of the constitution, 
it was the responsibility of the pro-
vincial governments to provide free 
and compulsory education to all 
children up to metric level. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 228.75 231

China Yuan 31.27 31.52

Japanese Yen 1.8 1.86

Saudi Riyal 63.5 64.1

U.A.E Dirham 65.5 66.1

UK Pound 287.15 290

Euro 246.5 249

Australian Dollar 151.67 152.92

Canadian Dollar 166.97 168.32

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
147500

Rs. 
135207

Rs. 
129063

Rs. 
110625

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
126500

Rs. 
115957

Rs. 
110688

Rs. 94875

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12650 Rs. 11596 Rs. 11069 Rs. 9488

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
358600

Rs. 
328714

Rs. 
313775

Rs. 
268950
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Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa, in his final public address as Army 
Chief, criticised the anti-military narrative and urged political 
stakeholders to set aside labels of imported and ‘selected’ to 
move forward for the country’s sake. He made these remarks 
in his speech at the Defence and Martyrs day ceremony held 
GHQ Rawalpindi on September 6 to commemorate the sacri-
fices of fallen heroes of the 1965 war.
Talking about existing political unrest in the country, he said 
that he often wondered that the Indian army carried out the 
most human rights violations in the world but their people 
seldom make them the target of criticism. In contrast to that, 
our army, which day and night in serving the nation, is often 
made the subject of criticism and a major reason for this is 
the army’s interference in politics for the last 70 years which 
is unconstitutional. In February 2022, the army decided that it 
would never interfere in any political matters and assured the 
army was strictly adamant on this and would remain so. In-
stead of welcoming the military’s decision, many sectors used 
very inappropriate and undignified language while making 
the army the target of severe criticism. It is right of political] 
parties and people to criticize the army but the language used 
should be careful], he said. Someone must take the initiative 
through which all parties can agree on a democracy charter 
and an economy charter. Gen Bajwa rightly pointed out that 
no single party can pull the country out of the serious eco-
nomic crisis that it is facing today. If we talk about democracy, 
then we must put forward the example of Britain, the country 
called the mother of democracy, where many governments 
have changed in a few years, but there has been no change 
and criticism of the army and everything is going as usual. We 
have to be polite in our statements, be it regarding the army, 
talking about other political parties or talking about any other 
country. The time has come to learn from past mistakes and 
move forward, all institutions and constituencies should work 
within the framework of the constitution and be the country 
first.

General Bajwa’s Farewell Speech

Qatar is nowadays in the limelight 
for being the star of FIFA, but be-
hind its surging importance in geo-
politics is a lot more to be known, 
and the true significance of the tiny 
state needs a serious analysis. Since 
the Arab Spring, the country has 
emerged to be the most relevant 
Arab state — having to do with ev-
eryone’s business. As for Pakistan, 
apart from being the centre of the 
Afghan Peace Process, it is also a 
constant stopover for Pakistani pol-
iticians, diplomats, army personnel 
and businessmen. Even after the US 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, Qa-
tar’s primacy for Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan has not eroded. After our 
regime-change, we had to go back 
to the IMF, but the global lender re-
fused to come to Pakistan, choosing 
Doha as the place for negotiations. 
Qatar, meanwhile, is also hosting 
the ongoing nuclear deal talks be-
tween Iran and the US. Is it just be-
cause Qatar is a neutral country in 
the vicinity or are there other factors 
that have made Qatar such a mag-
net? In fact, Qatar’s growing and 
multifaceted role in the Arab World 
and in Asia has made an overview 
of the country an essential. Because 
of its very small size and population, 
its gaining independence only in 
1971, a geography of having a land 
border only with Saudi Arabia, and 
a coast in the tense Persian Gulf, yet 
making strides in economic and dip-
lomatic success, experts consider 
Qatar a unique case that has defied 
the political and strategic models 
followed by similar small states. Be-
fore its independence, Qatar was a 
British colony carved out from Ara-
bian mainland, in order for the Brit-
ish to be able to maintain a strategic 
position in the Persian Gulf, even as 
other post-Ottoman states had been 
freed soon after WW1. Eventually, 
when the British left, Qatar faced 
the dilemma of being squashed by 
either of its giant neighbours, the 
Saudis or the Iranians. Initially, Qa-

tar adopted the policy of ‘bandwag-
oning’ with the Saudis, allying with 
Saudi foreign policy under the GCC 
(1981), and relying on it for pro-
tection against possible aggression 
from Iran or Iraq. Qatar felt espe-
cially vulnerable with the Ayatollah 
rule in Iran (1980), when the whole 
conservative Arab world felt the 
pressure of the revolutionary Iran 
model. But later when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait (1990), Qatar felt that the 
Saudis would not be able to protect 
them at a similar incident, rather 
they might follow Iraq’s example in 
a Qatari-Saudi border dispute. So, in 
1992, the Qataris went for a bigger 
protégé, that of the US, first allow-
ing them to use their soil to attack 
Iraq and then agreeing to host their 
forces in 2002, at the al Udeid Base, 
to feel protected both from Saudi 
and Iranian pressures. By the time 
of the US invasion of Iraq (2003), 
Qatar’s wealth had increased expo-
nentially with the development of 
its oil sector. Again, Qatari soil was 
used to attack Iraq, Afghanistan and 
the Horn of Africa. This was a policy 
of ‘balancing’ added to the ‘band-
wagoning’ policy. But Qatar did not 
stop at that, between 2006 and 2011 
it had literally allied with the Axis 
of Resistance, an anti-Western, an-
ti-Israeli, anti-Saudi alliance involv-
ing Iran, Syria, Palestinian Hamas 
and the Lebanese Hezbollah. This 
means that although the Saudis and 
the Gulf neighbours supported the 
US invasion of Iraq and intervention 
in Syria, in all this time they were 
under the threat of conflict spill-
over into their own countries, and 
were especially apprehensive of the 
fault lines within the Arab region. 
So, a strong bond between Saudi, 
Egyptian and the UAE was seen as 
a threat by the Qataris, hence its tilt 
to the other side. But what Qatar has 
demonstrated is not just a strategy 
of survival rather it has gone for a 
strategy of regional influence that 
may position it as an unchallenge-

able fortress in the midst of the Arab 
world. So, it not only hosted Hamas 
and Hezbollah interests, it also 
made its own bids in backing insur-
gent groups in different Arab Spring 
states, and jumped in as a player in 
the Yemeni and Libyan war zones. 
In the Yemen War, Qatar changed 
sides from Al Rashad to the Houthis. 
Al Rashad, led by Humayqani, was 
struggling for a united Yemen with 
a stable democracy, designated as a 
terrorist by both the US and Saudis; 
then jumping over to the Houthis, 
considered an Iranian proxy. In Lib-
ya, Qatar first fueled the insurgency 
by supplying aid to the militants, and 
later went on to back the UN-spon-
sored Tripoli government, in alli-
ance with Turkey. Within its own 
boundary, it hosts US forces on one 
the hand and backs forces that are 
totally anti-US on the other. Since 
2017, right after Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab countries severed diplo-
matic ties with Qatar, it gave a base 
to Turkey, allowing 3,000 Turkish 
troops on Qatari soil; build a trade 
route between Qatar and Turkey via 
Iran; and established direct shipping 
between Port of Mersin and Hamad 
Port. While Qatar allies with Turkey, 
Iran and Russia on several fronts, it 
is also constantly keeping the Tali-
ban regime of Afghanistan in loop, 
and trying to facilitate a bridge for it 
with the US. With all this confronta-
tion with its Arab neighbours, Qatar 
has been able to tread a path that 
has taken it out of regional to inter-
national politics. Taking advantage 
of its oil money, it has swiftly turned 
itself into a regional education cen-
tre, partnering with major American 
universities. Its broadcast channel 
Al Jazeera has become a main-
stream international channel and a 
significant foreign policy tool for the 
Qatari government, and a weapon 
it can use to balance its position be-
tween the exegeses of the West and 
the peninsular Arabs.
Courtesy The Express Tribune
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Qatar and regional dynamics
— By Aneela Shahzad

IT is an old proverb that excess of 
everything is bad but sometimes 
excess of some certain things or 
practices can be more dangerous 
and one has to pay heavily for that. 
Excessive use of social media can 
do the same with the users. It is 
true that social media provides the 
people with a range of benefits and 
helps them strengthen their rela-
tionships but its excessive use can 
lead towards serious repercussions. 
The article in hand is an endeavour 
to draw attention towards health-re-
lated outcomes of excessive use of 
social media. According to the mod-
ern medical science, health is de-
fined as a condition having absolute 
physical, mental and social well-be-
ing. It is not about merely the ab-
sence of disease or infirmity in the 
human body. In this perspective, it 
can be understood that disease or 
illness is not just a physical disorder 
in human body but it is combination 
of physical, psychological and social 
factors affecting health. The mod-
ern medical science named this as 
bio-psycho-social model of health. 
If someone claims that overuse of 
social media can affect one’s health 
negatively in all three prospects as 
social, psychological and physical, 
it would not be wrong.
Social media overuse can gradu-
ally affect the user psychological-
ly, socially and physically as well. 
This process may be very slow and 
steady but eventually it has poten-
tial enough to create severe health 
issues. Excessive use of social me-
dia is actually a behavioural ad-
diction and it may be equally haz-
ardous to health similar to drug or 
substance addiction. As a substance 
addicted person assures himself 
with every dose that he will surely 
get rid of this soon; similarly a so-
cial media addicted also believes 
that he will definitely avoid its over-

use in future. But if truth be told, 
both types of addicted persons rare-
ly do so. As there are no defined 
rules to create a distinction between 
the moderate and excessive use of 
social media but actually it is not so 
tricky to differentiate. Minimally, if 
you feel restlessness and irritability 
whenever not using social media 
and you can’t resist yourself to use 
it during important tasks like study, 
office working, taking meal, driv-
ing or during family time, you have 
been addicted to it. Likewise, if you 
check the notifications repeated-
ly to see and count the comments, 
likes, shares and followers, you 
have been addicted and this condi-
tion can affect you psychologically. 
Using social media excessively may 
cause psychological distress, mood 
swings, isolation, anxiety, depres-
sion and other mental health issues.
Excessive social media user often 
experiences fear of missing out. 
This is a psychological condition 
wherein you start thinking that all 
your friends are living luxurious 
lives and having a great time by 
travelling, eating, having meetings 
with friends but you are missing out 
all this. Excessive use of social me-
dia can also spoil one’s social life. 
Excessive users may have feelings 
of superiority or inferiority complex 
and these feelings ultimately affect 
personal relations as well as social 
life. Feeling of being superior to oth-
ers usually arises because the social 
media friends rarely criticize the 
posts rather they always admire the 
same without determining the qual-
ity of the post and this admiration 
sometimes turns into the feelings 
of superiority complex. This condi-
tion may further have some severe 
adverse consequences leading to-
wards mental and physical health 
issues.
Courtesy Pakistan Observer

Excessive use of social media
— By Dr Ibad Ullah Sajid

Brave new world
I wish to draw attention to the mis-
conception among many that an 
MBBS provides a secure future. 
Many MBBS graduates are unem-
ployed while those lucky enough to 
find a job are often dissatisfied with 
their pay and hours. Furthermore, 
many forget the fact that after an 

MBBS a graduate has to do a fel-
lowship for several years.
Many new MBBS grads are in for a 
nasty surprise. By the time they are 
done with their fellowships, they 
will find that advances in technology 
have totally revolutionized medicine. 
Doctors will play a smaller role in the 
hospitals of tomorrow. Smart parents 

should encourage their children to go 
into tech, a field that is less expensive, 
time-consuming and more promising 
in terms of employment opportuni-
ties.

– Hira Nazir
– Lahore

Had enough yet?
Any system of governance, es-
pecially democracy, can deliver 
only if the elected officials exhib-
it compassion, civility, adherence 
to universally accepted norms of 
morality and ethics and avoid con-
flicts of interest. Tolerance of dis-
sent, constitutional supremacy and 
transparency are also a necessity 

for democracy to deliver. The irony 
is that Pakistan, created through a 
constitutional struggle led by poli-
ticians of integrity, was replaced by 
autocratic juntas who discarded the 
ballot in favour of brute force and 
compromised state sovereignty to 
prolong their illegitimate rule.
If only we had adhered to Jinnah’s 
vision, the geography and political 

history of Pakistan would not have 
suffered the humiliation of defeat and 
surrender, terrorism and extremism, 
brazen corruption and an economy 
in a perpetual state of decline. How 
many more embarrassments, defeats 
and crises will it take for our rulers to 
get their act together?
– Malik Tariq Ali
– Lahore

Letter to the Editor

Indian foreign minister Dr S Jais-
hankar, addressing a conference 
on ‘No Money for Terror’ in New 
Delhi attended by 72 countries, 
took a swipe at Pakistan by claim-
ing “There is cross border support 
behind these terrorists’ attacks. 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Moham-
mad, or Harkatul Mujahideen and 
their proxies thrive on assured fi-
nancial support to commit barbar-
ic acts of terror on Indian soil.” It 
is not the first time that India has 
raised an accusing finger toward 
Pakistan. It has persisted with its 
propaganda at every available in-
ternational forum even though its 
involvement in promoting acts of 
terrorism and support to Baloch 
insurgents in Pakistan is a fact as 
revealed by Kalbhushan Jhadav, a 
serving officer of the Indian Navy 
who was caught by the Pakistan 
intelligence agencies. It was based 
on his confessions that the military 
court awarded him the death penal-
ty. India also has been sponsoring 
acts of terrorism within Pakistan 
through TTP in connivance with 
the Afghan intelligence agency. Pa-

kistan had handed over a dossier 
containing irrefutable evidence of 
Indian involvement in acts of ter-
rorism within Pakistan to the UN 
as well as some big powers. The 
removal of Pakistan from the grey 
list by FATF—a unanimous decision 
by its members—in recognition of 
the robust and credible anti-money 
laundering measures as well as ter-
rorist financing in conformity with 
the targets given by it, constitutes a 
strong rebuke to the Indian efforts 
to malign Pakistan. It is pertinent to 
mention here that the placement of 
Pakistan on the grey list by FATF 
in 2018 was a politically motivated 
move by the US to pressurise Pa-
kistan regarding the development 
in Afghanistan. It was the US that 
moved a resolution to this effect 
in FATF which was supported by 
its western allies. The reality is 
that Pakistan as a front-line state 
against terror has suffered more 
than any other country in the world 
and is still fighting against it. This 
fact is acknowledged worldwide. 
Given the foregoing facts, Indian 
rhetoric about financial support 

to the proscribed organisation by 
Pakistan for terrorist activities in 
India is a calculated ploy to deflect 
world attention from its sinister ac-
tions which are tantamount to ‘The 
criminal posing as a judge’. It is a 
proven fact that India is guilty of 
state terrorism in the Indian Illegal-
ly Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJ&K). There is documented ev-
idence to prove that the Indian se-
curity forces have killed more than 
ninety-five thousand Kashmiris and 
gang-raped thousands of women 
since 1989 when the freedom strug-
gle was launched by the people of 
Kashmir against Indian occupation. 
At least 30 sites of mass graves 
have been discovered in differ-
ent parts of the occupied territory 
which speak volumes about Indian 
terrorism. India is currently being 
ruled by a diehard follower of the 
racist ideology of ‘Hindutva’ and in 
pursuance of the implementation of 
its objectives, he has adopted com-
munal policies targeting minorities, 
particularly Muslims.

Courtesy The Nation

The pot and the kettle
— By Malik Muhammad Ashraf 
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Nawaz Sharif to return by end of 2022:  Asif

Gun attack on Imran Khan 
JIT halts investigation over head’s controversy

SC slashes Faisal Vawda’s lifetime  
disqualification to 5 years

86 new dengue cases reported in Punjab

Planning ministry launches 16-day campaign 
against gender violence

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi wants NAB to be abandoned 
for ‘smooth running’ of country’s affairs

80,000 plants to be planted in a single day to set a record

32pc women experience violence in Pakistan: UNFPA

Sacrifices of Bajaur police, levis, ensure peace: RPO

Drug inspector visits medical stores at Lakki Marwat

ISLAMABAD: Defense Minister and 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) leader Khawaja Asif on 
Thursday said that Nawaz Sharif 
will be in Pakistan before end of the 
current year. Addressing NA ses-
sion, law will take action if anyone 

violates constitution of the coun-
try. He said if the rights of people 
were trampled during the PTI long 
march then the government would 
take measures to safeguard them. 
Talking about the flood victims, 
Khawaja Asif said that their difficul-
ties were increasing due to winters 
and added that it was necessary to 
take stock of the problems being 
faced by them. He assured that 
the government would fulfill its re-
sponsibility vis-à-vis provision of 
assistance and compensation to the 
flood-affected people. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The Joint Investigation 
Team (JIT) constituted to probe the 
gun attack on PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan during the PTI’s long march in 
Wazirabad on November 3, stopped 
the investigation process after the 
restoration of Capital City Police 
Officer Lahore Ghulam Mahmood 
Dogar s suspension from service. A 
JIT member Muhammad Anwar has 
been suffering from dengue, sourc-
es told Dunya News. They further 
said another JIT member DIG Syed 
Khurram has also proceeded to Dera 
Ghazi Khan to supervise police op-
eration in the Kachha area. Sources 
further said that the JIT members 
have not been receiving directions 
and that the team would hardly touch 
arrested accused Naveed in days to 
come. Ghulam Mahmood Dogar, 

who is currently heading the JIT, is 
no more the capital city police chief 
after the federal service tribunal 
while accepting the appeal of the Es-
tablishment Division had suspended 
the orders of the single bench to re-
store Dogar as CCPO Lahore on No-
vember 25 and ordered his removal 
from the post. Sources said the JIT 
would not restart investigation until 
the appointment of the new head. It 
is worth mentioning that the tribunal 
s single bench had restored GM Dog-
ar on the post of the CCPO on No-
vember 10. The Punjab government 
appointed the additional IG as head 
of JIT despite being controversial as 
earlier the federal government sus-
pended the officer over his failure to 
stop PTI protesters outside the Gov-
ernor House. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of 
Pakistan Friday nullified the lifetime 
disqualification of former PTI lead-
er Faisal Vawda after he tendered 
an unconditional apology before 
the apex court. Vawda had filed a 
petition in the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the ECP order disqualifying 
him from holding public office for a 
lifetime. On Friday, Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Justice Umar Ata Bandial 
heard the petition. The chief justice 
remarked that the court has made 
it clear that the consequences of a 
false affidavit would be serious. The 
top judge asked if he accepts his mis-
take so he would be disqualified for 
five years but if not, the hearing will 
continue for lifetime disqualification 
under Artice 62(1)(f). Later, Fais-
al Vawda admitted his mistake and 
apologized before the apex court. 

Moreover, he made the announce-
ment to resign from the Senate seat 
immediately. On February 9, the ECP 
disqualified Vawda as lawmaker for 
hiding his dual nationality. It said 
Vawda had submitted a false un-
dertaking during the 2018 general 
elections when he was elected MNA. 
The PTI leader appealed the decision 
with the Islamabad High Court. On 
February 16, IHC Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah announced the reserved 
verdict on Vawda’s appeal. He ruled 
that Vawda’s conduct became the 
reason for his disqualification. The 
court remarked that there was no 
reason to interfere in the decision 
of the Election Commission of Paki-
stan. “Vawda should have proved his 
good faith by submitting a certificate 
of the renunciation of dual citizen-
ship.” (Agencies)

LAHORE: Eighty-six new cases of 
dengue fever were reported in the 
province on Friday, and no death 
was caused due to the virus during 
the last 24 hours. According to the 
Health Department, a total of 18,422 
cases of dengue virus have been re-
ported so far during the current year, 
while 45 people died of the virus and 
473 patients are under treatment in 
different hospitals of the province. 
The Punjab Primary and Secondary 
Healthcare Department reported 22 
cases of dengue in Lahore, three cas-

es were reported in Multan, 12 cases 
in Rawalpindi, four in Gujranwala, 
two in Faisalabad, and one each in 
Sahiwal and Gujrat during the last 
24 hours. All suspected cases have 
been kept under surveillance and 
their tests are being conducted. The 
anti-dengue squad destroyed dengue 
larvae at 1,451 places in the prov-
ince during the ongoing surveillance. 
The squad conducted surveillance 
at 414,371 indoor and 110,392 out-
door places to detect dengue larvae 
during the last 24 hours. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of 
Planning Development and Special 
Initiatives has launched a 16-day 
campaign against Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) and established a 
Gender Unit in the ministry amid 
the socioeconomic empowerment 
of women to mark the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women on Friday. This is 
an annual international campaign 
that begins on the International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women and runs until Hu-
man Rights Day (Dec 10). The cam-
paign was formally launched by 
the Federal Minister for Planning 
Development & Special Initiatives, 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal during a 
ceremony held here at the minis-
try. The launching-ceremony was 
attended by the Chairperson of 
the National Commission on the 
Status of Women (NCSW), Nilofar 
Bakhtiar, Executive Director, High-
er education Commission HEC, Dr 
Shaista Sohail, Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police ASP, Amna Baig, 

students and civil society activi-
ties. “The development process of 
any country remains slow if the 
women are not given equal oppor-
tunities,” said the Minister, while 
highlighting the significance of the 
women’s participation in the devel-
opment of the country. The minis-
ter further said that unfortunately, 
the women’s participation in the 
development process is weak and 
this campaign and Gender Unit will 
help to get the desired results. The 
campaign will be run in education-
al institutes of Rawalpindi and Is-
lamabad from November 25 to till 
December 10 in collaboration with 
the Federal Investigation Authority 
(FIA). The Young Development Fel-
lows (YDF) attached with the min-
istry will start visiting educational 
institutes to organize the event to 
create awareness among the mass-
es. The representatives of FIA will 
give presentations on cybercrime 
laws and policies. According to a 
latest research report by digital 
rights foundation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: PML-N leader and 
former prime minister Shahid Kh-
aqan Abbasi said on Friday that its’ 
time to abandon the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) for the 
sake of running the country’s af-
fairs smoothly. Talking to reporters 
after appearing in a NAB court, he 
said there was a need to introduce 
a new system of accountability in 
the country. “Government officers 
aren’t willing to implement orders 
issued by the cabinet.” Abbasi lam-
basted former NAB chairman Jus-
tice (retired) Javed Iqbal for filing 
references against politicians, sug-
gesting the incumbent chief to bring 
facts to public. He demanded Iqbal 

to appear before the accountabili-
ty court and declare his assets too. 
Taking jibe at PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan, he said the former prime 
had yet to conclude his long march 
kicked off a month ago and that the 
march’s objective that was aimed 
at “influencing” the appointment of 
the army chief has now settled ami-
cably. The PML-N stalwart said the 
media circus – that was actually not 
needed -- was staged on the appoint-
ment of the army chief, adding Im-
ran Khan usually understood mat-
ters with delay and now he [Imran 
Khan] might have understood the 
appointment process after consult-
ing the constitution. (Agencies)

BAHAWALPUR: Additional Com-
missioner Coordination Faisal Atta 
Khan has said that a record will be 
set by planting 80,000 plants in a 
single day in Bahawalpur. He was 
addressing a meeting held at the 
Committee Room of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office under his 
chair. CEO of District education 
Authority Muhammad Shahbaz, Di-
rector PHA Muhammad Abid Yasin, 
Assistant Director Agriculture Mu-
hammad Kashif Ejaz, and officers of 
other departments were present on 
this occasion. The Additional Com-
missioner said that efforts are being 
made to make this region green and 
beautiful. He said that special atten-

tion is being paid to the promotion 
of urban forests. Plants are being 
planted in educational institutions, 
government offices, and hospitals. 
Additional Commissioner Faisal Atta 
Khan said that the promotion of ur-
ban forestry will reduce the tempera-
ture and the quality of the air index 
will also be improved. During the 
tree plantation campaign, govern-
ment officers and staff should plant 
more trees. He said that plantation 
is the best source of climate change. 
We should promote plantations in all 
educational institutions by creating 
public awareness. Abdullah Tanseer 
of Pak Sar Zameen will help in plant-
ing 80,000 trees.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Violence against 
women is one of the most preva-
lent human rights violation across 
the globe as it is a life-threatening 
health and protection issue. Accord-
ing to the statistics, 32 per cent of 
women have experienced violence 
in Pakistan. Half of these women 
never sought help or told anyone 
about the violence they had experi-
enced. Gender-based violence takes 
many insidious forms in the real 
world to online platforms includ-
ing physical, sexual, psychological 
and digital violence. Any form of 
violence affects survivors’ physical 
and mental health, may cause anx-
iety, depression, suicidal thoughts 
or behaviors, and post-traumatic 

stress disorder (PTSD). Survivors 
may lose their sense of individu-
ality, dignity, or self-worth, said 
a report issued by the United Na-
tions Population Fund (UNFPA) 
on Friday. One of the most preva-
lent forms of violence these days is 
digital violence or virtual abuse of 
women and girls. Digital violence 
includes online sexual harassment, 
cyberbullying and non-consensual 
use of images and video. Globally, 
85 percent of women reported wit-
nessing digital violence, and near-
ly 40 per cent have experienced it 
personally. Hate and devaluation of 
women online cause long-term psy-
chological, emotional and physical 
distress.(APP)

BAJAUR: Regional Police Offi-
cer (RPO) Malakand Sajjad Khan 
on Friday said the uncounted and 
unmatched sacrifices of martyrs 
of Bajaur Police, former Levies 
and Khasadar force resulted in 
peace and development in the dis-
trict. “Thanks to these sacrifices 
due to which we are breathing in 
a peaceful atmosphere today,” he 
remarked and added that Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa police stands unit-
ed with the bereaved families and 

would continue supporting them in 
future. He expressed these views 
while speaking on the occasion of 
distribution of appointment letters 
among the children of martyrs of 
Bajaur Police in Tehsil Khar here. 
Commissioner Malakand Division 
Shaukat Ali Yousafzai, District Po-
lice Officer Bajaur Abdul Samad 
Khan, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Finance Naseer Khan and 
the heirs of martyrs were also pres-
ent. (APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: The Drug In-
spector of Lakki Marwat has vis-
ited medical stores in different 
areas and examined the quality of 
medicines. In line with directions 
of Deputy Commissioner Fazal 
Akbar, the drug inspector visited 
medical stores at Manjiwala road, 
old road Serai Naurang and in 
front of old hospital Serai Nau-
rang. Three suspected samples 
of drugs were drawn for test and 
analysis. Furthermore two cases 
were initiated in different viola-
tions of sections of the Drugs Act 

1976. During the inspection, nar-
cotic registers were checked for 
controlled drugs and instructions 
were given to maintain it properly 
and not to dispense the controlled 
drugs without the prescription of 
registered medical practitioner. 
He also directed the retailers to 
ensure purchasing of medicines 
from authorized distributors. The 
drug inspector said the action 
against violation of drug rules, 
sale of expired and substandard 
drugs would continue indiscrimi-
nately. (APP)

Complaint center  
set up at MCO

AIOU announces schedule 
for assignments

Two women killed

Man dies

Youth electrocuted

HYDERABAD:On the direction 
of Administrator Nawabshah Mu-
nicipal Committee Sheheyar Gul 
Memon, a Complaint Center has 
been set up at Municipal Commit-
tee Nawabshah to address and re-
solve the issues and problems re-
lated to municipal services faced by 
the citizens. The Administrator has 
appealed to the general public to 
drop their complaints at phone No 
0244360680 at the Complaint Cen-
ter so that the genuine complaints 
could be resolved. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) on Friday an-
nounced the assignment schedule 
for Matric and F.A programs of-
fered in autumn semester 2022. De-
cember 05 is the submission dead-
line for the first complete course 
assignment, December 31, for the 
second assignment, January 25, 
2023, for third and February 25, 
is the last submission date for the 
fourth assignment. The submission 
deadline for 1st and 2nd half course 
assignments of matric and F.A pro-
grams is December 31, 2022, and 
February 25, 2023, respectively. 
Students can get Names, address-
es, and other information of their 
respective tutors on CMS portal 
at http://enrollment.aiou.edu.pk or 
from any nearest regional campus. 
Students will be responsible for 
late assignment submission, and 
assignments reaching after the due 
dates will not be accepted. (APP)

LAHORE: Two women were killed 
and other three injured in a road 
accident at Manga by-pass Raiwind 
Road, here on Friday. Police said 
that a speedy bus collided with a 
rickshaw at the Chowk. As a result, 
two women, Rashida (18) and Am-
ina (19), received severe injuries 
and died on-the-spot. Three others 
were injured and shifted to THQ 
hospital Raiwind. The injured were 
identified as Nasreen (45), Shazia 
(18) and Sweera (22). (APP) 

MUZAFFARGARH: A person was 
crushed to death while his wife was 
injured due to a collision between 
motorbike and van near Shahgarh 
Shah Jamal road. According to 
Rescue officials, a couple was go-
ing on motorcycle when sudden-
ly a passenger van hit them. As a 
result, 40-year-old Abdul Rasheed 
s/o Muhammad Buksh died on the 
spot, while his wife Kalsoom Mai 
sustained injuries. The rescue team 
rushed to the spot and shifted the 
body and the injured to district 
headquarters hospital. Police have 
registered a case and started inves-
tigation.(APP)

FAISALABAD: A man was electrocuted 
in the area of Sammundri police station. 
Rescue-1122 spokesman said here on 
Friday that 20-year-old Muhammad Atif 
was busy in putting earth on rooftop of a 
house in Chak No 509-GB when he ac-
cidentally touched a live electricity wire 
passing over the house. He received fa-
tal electric shock and died on-the-spot 
before getting any medical assistance. 
The body was handed over to his rela-
tives for burial after completing neces-
sary formalities.(APP)

Sanaullah asks PTI to postpone march  
as Imran’s life under threat

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah on Friday asked the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to 
postpone tomorrow’s gathering as 
former prime minister Imran Khan’s 
life under threat. Addressing a press 
conference in the federal capital, the 
interior minister said that there are 
the reports from the agencies that 
Imran life’s is under threat, add-
ing that there is still time for Imran 
Khan to postpone his march. He 
claimed the march is being staged 
to create the situation of the political 
stability and economic catastrophe.

Rana claimed that Imran will not get 
the date of elections from Rawalpin-
di, adding that the day – November 
26 – was fixed for a specific reason 
for long march. He added that the 
establishment will not play its role 
to give him [Imran] date for the elec-
tions as now – the matter gets old. 
Claiming that Imran Khan cannot 
be successful by any means, Rana 
advised Imran to come and sit with 
the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) leadership – Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman, Akthar Mengal, Kha-
lid Magsi – Nawaz Sharif and PM 

Shehbaz Sharif. Rana further said, 
“If you [Imran] wants to meet with 
Nawaz and PM Shehbaz, hopefully 
they would not refuse to meet you. 
if you need any sort of help in this 
regard, I will be there for you to help 
as I am your – political – opponent, 
not enemy. Suggesting the PTI chief 
to come back and be a part of the 
parliament, Sanaullah said that if he 
[Imran] is looking for the elections 
date, so it is better for him to come 
and sit with the politicians as the de-
cisions could change only when the 
politicians sit together.(Agencies)
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EPD directed to finalise framework to control smog

PMC’s disciplinary committee suspends licenses  
of nine doctors

Imran long march flopped; unconstitutional  
demands of PTI unacceptable: Muqam

Acting IG punjab orders high alert in province

Speakers stress country’s progress through Iqbal’s message

8th Intl mountain film festival starts Today

Motherland’s defence impregnable; gallant 
soldiers not to hesitate from making it more 

formidable: CJCSC

KP food department introduces  
Geo-Tagging system in Hazara division

PBF felicitates new COAS Gen Asim Munir, 
pays tribute to military’s role in FATF

5.7 million public wheat stock available in Pakistan: NA told

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Secretary 
Abdullah Khan Sumbal directed the 
Environment Protection Department 
on Friday to finalise the framework 
to control air pollution, especially 
smog, at the earliest. He gave this 
directive while presiding over a 
meeting held to review the measures 
being taken to control smog, at the 
Civil Secretariat. The secretaries of 
relevant departments including lo-
cal government, health, industries, 
and officers concerned attended the 
meeting while all deputy commis-
sioners participated through video 
link. The chief secretary said amend-
ments to the environmental policy 
and the framework to control air pol-
lution (smog) should be finalised in 
consultation with experts and stake-
holders. He said that the measures 
taken to control the smog had yield-
ed encouraging results and the situa-

tion was better than that of last year, 
but more work needs to be done. He 
hoped that the Punjab Green Devel-
opment Programme would prove 
useful in controlling environmental 
pollution in the province. He men-
tioned that work on farm mecha-
nisation is under way to prevent 
incidents of crop residue burning. 
Environment Protection Department 
Secretary Usman Ali Khan gave a 
detailed briefing at the meeting. He 
said that real-time monitoring of the 
air quality index was being done in 
Lahore. Due to timely action, there 
has been a clear reduction in the in-
cidents of stubble burning, he added. 
He said that in the last two months, 
1,521 industrial units causing envi-
ronmental pollution in the province 
had been sealed, 1,172 FIRs regis-
tered and fine of more than Rs 50 
million imposed. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Disciplinary 
Committee of the Pakistan Medical 
Commission (PMC) has suspend-
ed the licenses of nine doctors and 
imposed fines on 10 other medical 
practitioners in various cases of neg-
ligence and misconduct. Sharing de-
tails with the media after a meeting 
of the Committee here Friday, Chair-
man Disciplinary Committee Prof. 
Dr. Naqib Ullah Achakzai said that 
multiple meetings of the Committee 
were held to address complaints of 
the public and patients against neg-
ligence and misconduct of doctors 
and decided all the cases of doctors 
pending with the Commission since 
long. He said that the Disciplinary 
Committee also issued warnings to 

five doctors for their minor miscon-
duct while 13 doctors had been ex-
onerated by the Committee. He said 
that the PMC would not tolerate any 
negligence or misconduct on the part 
of any doctor and no doctor would 
be allowed to play with the lives of 
innocent patients. He said the PMC 
Committee will keep on holding dis-
ciplinary committee meetings in all 
the provinces of the country to safe-
guard the public interest at large. For 
patients and the public, the Com-
mittee issued an advisory that they 
formally launch a complaint to PMC 
against any medical or dental prac-
titioner on account of professional 
negligence and misconduct, he add-
ed. (APP)

SHANGLA: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister for Political and Public Af-
fairs and National Heritage, Engr 
Amir Muqam on Friday said that 
Imran Khan’s long march com-
pletely flopped as the people of 
Punjab province kept distance from 
it due to its negative politicking and 
aimless continued politics of agita-
tion. Addressing a big public gath-
ering here, Muqam said the uncon-
stitutional demands of PTI’s Chief 
would not be accepted and all de-
cisions would be taken in line with 
the constitution and laws. He said 
Imran Khan seemed unnerved after 
his long march miserably failed in 
Punjab, adding that the appoint-
ment of Chairman of the Joint Chief 

of Staff Committee and Army Chief 
was strictly taken on merit and was 
in line with the country’s constitu-
tion. Muqam claimed that Imran 
Khan had tried to drag state insti-
tutions into politics and destroyed 
the country’s economy. He said that 
armed forces had rendered match-
less sacrifices for the country and 
stood with the nation in every dif-
ficult situation whether it was the 
2005 devastating earthquake, the 
2010 floods, or militancy in Swat. 
Muqam thanked the leadership of 
the coalition government for ex-
tending full support to the Prime 
Minister for making a key appoint-
ment in Pakistan Army under the 
law and constitution. (APP)

LAHORE: Acting Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Punjab Kunwar Shah 
Rukh has directed the police to re-
main on high alert to maintain law 
and order in the province. He em-
phasised arrest of criminals involved 
in street and other crimes. He issued 
these instructions while presiding 
over a meeting at the Central Police 
Office (CPO), here on Friday. The 
Acting IGP said that police teams in 
all districts of the province should 
perform their duties with more dil-
igence and conscientiousness and 
ongoing crackdown on crime should 
be accelerated. Kanwar Shah Rukh 
ordered for comprehensive strategy 
for peaceful conduct of Pak-England 
Test series in Rawalpindi. He said 
that search, sweep and combing op-
erations should continue on daily ba-
sis in hotels, around the stadium and 
adjacent areas. In view of the march 

and the cricket match, an effective 
alternative traffic management plan 
should be chalked out and no roads 
should be closed unnecessarily. In 
the meeting, overall situation of 
law and order, long march security, 
crime prevention and other issues 
were discussed. The Acting IGP or-
dered a massive crackdown on kite 
manufacturers, dealers and metallic 
string makers and users. He said 
Lahore, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad and 
Sheikhupura regions should take 
special measures against kite-flying 
and law-breakers. He said anti-smog 
crackdown with the teams of the dis-
trict administration and environment 
department should be expedited. He 
stressed extending assistance to oth-
er departments in their drive against 
vehicles emitting smoke on roads, 
factories and kiln owners for breach 
of rules. (APP)

LAHORE: Allama Dr. Muhammad 
Iqbal’s message and his teachings 
can prove to be a guiding principle 
for the Pakistani youth, who can 
establish themselves and put the 
country on the road to progress and 
prosperity by acting on these teach-
ings. These views were expressed 
at an Inter-Collegiate Kalam-e-Iqbal 
(Allama Iqbal’s poetry) contest, 
organised jointly by the Unique 
Group of Institutions (UGI), and 
Aiwan-e-Iqbal Complex, here on 
Friday. UGI Chairman Prof Abdul 
Mannan Khurram, speaking at the 
event, said that only those nations 
make progress which remember 
their benefactors and seek guidance 
from them. He said Allama Iqbal 
was great benefactor of the people 

of Pakistan, who convinced the Fa-
ther of the Nation Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah to return to undivided In-
dia and lead the Muslims towards 
their separate homeland. He said 
the youth must study Iqbal and his 
teachings from all aspects to benefit 
from his message of ‘Khudi’ (Belief 
in self). Former vice chancellor Pun-
jab University Saleem Mazhar said 
that in the new era, nations make 
progress not only through economic 
development but also through char-
acter-building. He said Allama Iqbal 
always stressed character building 
of the Muslim youth. He said due to 
struggle of Allama Iqbal and Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, we 
are living in an independent country 
today. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Featuring as many 
as 26 films on nature, tourism, 
travel, landscapes and mountain 
biodiversity, the 8th edition of Pa-
kistan International Mountain Film 
Festival will start here on Saturday 
(November 26) at Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts (PNCA). 
Pakistan International Mountain 
Film Festival (PIMFF) is the only 
event of its kind celebrating the art 
of film making in Pakistan. One of 
the only three mountain film festi-
vals in Asia, this event of an inter-
national repute among the moun-
taineering and film community 
was conceived and founded by Wa-
jahat Malik and Maryam Cheema 
in 2015. The festival is organized 
by Eyebex Films, an Islamabad 
based film production company. 
The aim of PIMFF was to bring 
together filmmakers and artists 
with mountaineers and adventure 

enthusiasts on a common platform 
of discourse and exchanging ideas. 
PIMFF continues to be an import-
ant global platform that promotes 
independent cinema in Pakistan as 
well as encouraging adventure and 
alpine activities, said Wajahat Ma-
lik while talking to APP on Friday.

Wajahat Malik is a travel and ad-
venture enthusiast and filmmaker, 
as well as an adventure sports-
man, a mountaineer and a televi-
sion broadcaster. He is considered 
one of the pioneers of adventure 
filmmaking in Pakistan and has 
founded the PIMFF in 2015 to help 
promote appreciation for moun-
tain filmmaking in Pakistan and 
highlight the alpine treasures in 
Pakistan. He is also the Manag-
ing Director of Eyebex Films, an 
Islamabad based film production 
company. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) 
General Nadeem Raza on Friday 
in his farewell address reiterated 
that the defence of the country was 
impregnable and gallant soldiers 
would not hesitate from making it 
even more formidable. In a special 
ceremony held at Joint Staff Head-
quarters to bid farewell to General 
Nadeem Raza, the outgoing Chair-
man Joint Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee, who is retiring on 26 November 
2022 after 41 years of illustrious 
military service, paid tribute to the 
martyrs and ghazis of the armed 
forces, an Inter-Services Public Re-

lations (ISPR) news release said. In 
his address, General Nadeem Raza 
thanked Allah Almighty for enabling 
him to discharge his duties to the 
best of his abilities with honesty, jus-
tice and dignity. He applauded the 
sacrifices rendered by the Armed 
Forces in defending the motherland. 
The ceremony was attended by for-
mer CJCSCs and Senior Officers of 
the Tri-Services. A smartly turned 
out tri-services contingent presented 
Guard of Honour to the Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee on 
arrival at the venue. General Na-
deem Raza reviewed the guard of 
honour and March past. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: KP government Fri-
day aimed at bringing transparency 
and streamlining the distribution 
of wheat flour started Geo Tagging 
system in the Hazara division and 
ordered dealers to declare their lo-
cation through the new system. Fol-
lowing the directives of KP Minister 
for Food Atif Khan Food department 
Hazara division has started Geo 
Tagging System where all wheat 
flour dealers were directed to regis-
ter their location within three days 
otherwise Food department would 
cancel their license. Geo Tagging 
of food items is a landmark devel-
opment in the province in terms of 
food sector management, and infor-
mation and communication tech-

nology (ICT) based intervention, 
digitalizing the system of the food 
department is a comprehensive tool, 
which covers almost all areas, from 
godowns management, fleet man-
agement, to e-inspection regime and 
would provide relief to the masses, 
protect hoarding and profiteering. 
After registering the dealers’ Food 
department would be able to know 
the record of the wheat stock with 
just a click of a button and all data 
would be available instantly which 
would provide an opportunity for 
the decision makers to know the re-
al-time status of wheat stock in the 
region, details of the wheat needs, 
stock in the godowns, and that with 
millers and suppliers. (APP)

QUETTA: The office bearers and 
executive committee of Pakistan 
Businesses Forum (PBF) welcomed 
the appointment of General Syed 
Asim Muneer as Chief of Army 
Staff (designate) and General Sa-
hir Shamshad Mirza (designate) 
as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee by the Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif. PBF Chair-
man (Balochistan Chapter), Engr. 
Daroo Khan Achakzai acknowl-
edged the services of the outgoing 
COAS and said that in the face of 
uncertainties in the region the role 
played by COAS Gen Qamar Ba-
jwa to tackle the rising challenges 
remained exemplary in managing 
the hardcore professional tasks as 
well as helping Pakistan navigate 

choppy waters during the last six 
years. Pakistan Army under the 
command of General Bajwa played 
a crucial role in strengthening Paki-
stan’s ties with countries across the 
globe through military diplomacy 
and played a monumental role in-
cluding in the case of FATF, he said. 
He said that under the leadership 
of COAS General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa, Pakistan was saved from the 
heavy penalty in the Reko Diq case 
and reconstituted a project aimed 
at excavating huge gold and copper 
reserves from the site in Baloch-
istan. The Reko Diq agreement was 
a result of the COAS’s personnel 
efforts as he convinced all parties 
to a National Consensus, he main-
tained. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly on Friday informed that 5.798 
million metric ton (MT) reservoirs 
of public wheat stock was avail-
able in Pakistan. In a written reply, 
Minster for National Food Security 
and Research Tariq Bashir Cheema 
told the National Assembly that out 
of 5.798 million MT, the PASSCO’s 
balance stock was 2.188 million 
MT, Punjab had 2.595 million MT, 
Sindh had 0.806 million MT, KP had 
0.159 million MT and Baluchistan 
had 49,630 MT. Punjab had carried 
forward 0.508 million MT stock by 
May 1st, 2022 and after the procure-

ment of 4.434 million MT, total stock 
of the province raised 4.943 million 
MT out of which the province re-
lease 2.348 million MT and the bal-
ance stock remained 2.595 million 
MT, the House was told. The prov-
ince of Sindh had carried forward 
50,000 MT stock of wheat by May 
1st, 2022 and after the procurement 
of 0.883 million MT wheat, the total 
stock raised by 1.061 million MT out 
of which the province released 0.254 
million MT and the balance stock re-
mained 0.806 million MT. The prov-
ince of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had 
carried forward 40.212 MT Wheat 

stock by May 1st, 2022 and after 
the procurement of 0.460 million 
MT wheat, the total stock raised by 
0.501 million MT wheat out of which 
the province the released 0.341 mil-
lion MT wheat and remained with 
the balance stock of 0.159 million 
MT wheat. The province of Balu-
chistan had carried forward 20,000 
MT stock May 1st, 2022 and after 
the procurement 29,630 MT wheat, 
the total stock raised by 49,630 MT. 
The province did not released wheat 
so far therefore remained with the 
balance stock of 49,630 MT wheat. 
(APP)

Gang of robbers busted

DC chairs meeting with 
FBR ,LG officers

EPA approves  
four uplift projects

CM felicitates new  
COAS Asim Munir

QUETTA: A gang of robbers in-
volved in motorbike snatching and 
other crimes was busted in Quet-
ta, police told on Friday. They said 
that CIA, on a tip off arrested five 
accused involved in different rob-
beries. The accused were identified 
as Munir, Mujeeb Ali, Mohmmad 
Tarnvir, Haris and Ghaus Bakhsh. 
Further probe is underway.(APP)

NAWABSHAH: The amount of 
withholding tax deducted from the 
contract amount from Municipal 
contractors should be immediate-
ly deposited with FBR. These di-
rectives were issued to officials of 
Local Government by Deputy Com-
missioner Shehyar Gul Memon 
here on Friday. DC warned that 
no slackness in this regard would 
be tolerated at any cost. These in-
structions were issued by DC while 
chairing a meeting with officials of 
FBR and local government. DC as-
sured FBR officials that the amount 
of all taxes due on the municipal 
committee would be deposited with 
FBR at earliest. In this regard, DC 
appointed Wazir Memon as Focal 
Person for municipal committee 
with the direction that deposit of 
taxes of each year should be en-
sured at fixed time while concerned 
officials shall remain in contact 
with FBR. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (Pak-
EPA) has issued formal approvals to 
the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) Reports of four public 
sector development projects after a 
hiatus. The approvals were accord-
ed after a meticulous review of the 
initial environmental examination 
(IEE) reports after the EIA Reports 
were submitted by the project pro-
ponents to the EPA which was a 
mandatory procedure as per the 
Pakistan Environmental Protection 
Act (PEPA 1997) and also under the 
review of the IEE and EIA Regu-
lations, 2000. An EPA official told 
APP that the approvals were pend-
ing for more than two weeks at the 
higher forum of the Agency seeking 
its green signal as no development 
project could be initiated without 
the EPA’s approval to the EIA and 
IEE of the project. (APP)

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi on Fri-
day congratulated Lt Gen Syed 
Asim Munir on his elevation as 
the chief of Army Staff and Lt Gen 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza for being 
appointed as the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee. 
In his message, the CM expressed 
good wishes and said the both were 
highly competent and professional 
officers. It was hoped that under 
the new leadership, the Pak army 
would continue its achievements 
further, he said. Paying tribute to 
the services of Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
the CM said Qamar Javed Bajwa 
had rendered exemplary services 
for the defence and peace in the 
country. The war against terror 
was successfully fought under the 
leadership of General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa,adding that the armed forces 
rendered valuable services for the 
motherland. (APP)
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ACCRA: Ghana’s government is 
working on a new policy where gold 
rather than US dollar reserves will be 
used to buy oil products, Vice-Pres-
ident Mahamudu Bawumia said on 
Facebook on Thursday. The move is 
meant to tackle dwindling foreign 
currency reserves coupled with de-
mand for dollars by oil importers, 
which is weakening the local cedi 
and increasing living costs. Ghana’s 
Gross International Reserves stood 
at around US$6.6 billion at the end 
of September 2022, equating to 
less than three months of imports 
cover. That is down from a stock 
position of around US$9.7 billion 
at the end of last year, according 
to the government. If implement-
ed as planned for the first quarter 
of 2023, the new policy “will fun-
damentally change our balance of 
payments and significantly reduce 

the persistent depreciation of our 
currency,” Bawumia said. Using 
gold would prevent the exchange 
rate from directly impacting fuel 
or utility prices as domestic sellers 
would no longer need foreign ex-
change to import oil products, he 
explained. “The barter of gold for 
oil represents a major structural 
change,” he added. Bawumia’s an-
nouncement was posted as Finance 
Minister Ken Ofori-Atta announced 
measures to cut spending and boost 
revenues in a bid to tackle a spiral-
ing debt crisis. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Thousands of Am-
azon warehouse workers across 
about 40 countries plan to take 
part in protests and walkouts to co-
incide with Black Friday sales, one 
of the busiest days of the year for 
online shopping. Employees in the 
US, UK, India, Japan, Australia, 
South Africa and across Europe 
are demanding better wages and 
working conditions as the cost-
of-living crisis deepens, in a cam-
paign dubbed “Make Amazon Pay.” 
The campaign is being coordinat-
ed by an international coalition 
of trade unions, with the support 
of environmental and civil soci-
ety groups. “It’s time for the tech 

giant to cease their awful, unsafe 
practices immediately, respect the 
law and negotiate with the workers 
who want to make their jobs bet-
ter,” said Christy Hoffman, general 
secretary for UNI Global Union, 
one of the campaign’s organizers. 
Tension with workers has been a 
long-running issue at the e-com-
merce giant, which has faced com-
plaints of unfair labor practices 
as well as employee activism and 
union drives at some facilities. 
In what was seen as a watershed 
moment, workers at a warehouse 
in Staten Island, New York, voted 
earlier this year to join an upstart 
union. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany’s economy grew 
more than previously thought in the 
third quarter despite high inflation 
and an energy crisis, revised offi-
cial data showed Friday. Europe’s 
biggest economy expanded by 0.4 
percent between July and Septem-
ber compared to the second quarter 
-- slightly better than the 0.3 percent 
growth previously calculated by fed-
eral statistics agency Destatis. An-
alysts had forecast a contraction in 

the third quarter as the fallout from 
Russia’s war in Ukraine takes a toll 
on European economies. “Overall, 
the German economy remains ro-
bust,” Destatis said in a statement. 
Gross domestic product grew “de-
spite difficult general conditions in 
the global economy such as the con-
tinuing Covid-19 pandemic, delivery 
bottlenecks, continuing price rises 
and the war in Ukraine,” it said.
(Agencies)

TALLINN: A price cap on Rus-
sian oil proposed by the European 
Commission is too high and may 
be blocked by Estonia, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Urmas Reinsa-
lu said on Thursday, as quoted by 
Estonian state broadcaster ERR.  
The proposal by Brussels to set a 
limit of between $65 and $70 per 
barrel on Russian sea-borne oil is 
insufficient, he stated, arguing that 
Moscow would make too much 
revenue at that price.  “Estonia 

finds that the price horizon’s am-
bition is too low, considering that 
the EU has also failed to agree on 
a ninth sanctions package. The cap 
seems too high,” Reinsalu said at 
a government press conference, 
adding that discussions were on-
going. Earlier, EU energy chief 
Kadri Simson confirmed that bloc 
members had failed to reach an 
agreement on a Russian oil price 
cap, but said negotiations would 
continue. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Twitter’s decision to 
shut down its Brussels office and the 
laying off of thousands of employees 
are drawing concerns on whether the 
company can comply with new tough 
European Union rules against illegal 
online content, EU justice chief Didi-
er Reynders said on Thursday. Reyn-
ders, who met with Twitter represen-
tatives at the social media platform’s 
European headquarters in Dublin, 
sought clarifications from the compa-
ny, a European Commission official 
told Reuters. “Twitter representatives 
reaffirmed the commitment of the 
company to ensure full compliance 
with EU rules. Commissioner Reyn-
ders took note of it and asked Twit-
ter to translate this commitment into 
concrete measures,” the official said, 

speaking on condition of anonymity. 
The new rules known as the Digital 
Services Act, which will apply from 
February 2024, require online plat-
forms to do more to police the inter-
net for illegal content or risk fines of 
as much as 6% of their annual global 
turnover. Twitter has fired top execu-
tives and enforced steep job cuts with 
little warning following billionaire 
Elon Musk’s tumultuous takeover of 
the company last month. About half 
of the workforce – around 3,700 em-
ployees – has been laid off while more 
than 1,000 have resigned. Twitter’s 
last two Brussels-based employees 
are no longer with the company, a 
person familiar with the matter told 
Reuters, speaking on condition of an-
onymity. (Agencies)
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PSX gains  
over 90.75 points

UK regulator raises 
electricity price cap

Rupee sheds two paisas 
against dollar 

ISLAMABAD: As the morning bell 
rang on Friday, Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) witnessed the index 
trading at 43,073.98, improving by 
170.33 points from the previous 
close of 42,903.65. The benchmark 
KSE-100 index has been hover-
ing over the psychological level 
of 43,000 points over the past few 
weeks, but settles below the mark by 
the end of each day. So far, the index 
reached to the highest at 43,120.54 
while the lowest is recorded at 
42,903.65 points. However, the top 
contributor pushing the benchmark 
KSE-100 index upwards included 
Oil & Gas Exploration Companies, 
showing a change of 44.59 points. 
By contrast, the highest change is 
observed in Oil and Gas Explora-
tion Companies, leaving a positive 
of 0.92%. So far, the volume leader 
is noted to be HASCOL observing a 
change by 2.89%. Earlier on Thurs-
day, the KSE-100 ended the trading 
session at 42,903.65 points from the 
previously closed value of 42,880.31 
on Wednesday. (Agencies)

LONDON: British energy regulator 
Ofgem has announced plans to hike 
its price cap for average household 
energy bills by nearly 21% to £4,279 
($5,172) a year from January to the 
end of March 2023. Ofgem said the 
cap, which is currently being adjust-
ed on a quarterly basis, will increase 
by £730 for the three months from 
the beginning of 2023. The hike came 
ahead of the government’s freeze at 
£2,500 until April. “There is no im-
mediate action for consumers to 
take as a result of today’s announce-
ment,” the regulator said. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistani rupee recorded 
a slight decline of two paisas against 
the US dollar on Friday, depreciating 
to Rs223.94 during intraday trading 
in the interbank market. Data re-
leased by the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) on Friday afternoon showed 
the rupee’s value falling by 0.01% 
against the greenback. Meanwhile, 
the rupee saw losses of around 11 
paisas to Rs223.92 against the US 
dollar on Thursday during trading in 
the interbank market. On Wednes-
day afternoon, the Pakistani rupee 
had closed at Rs223.81 after hav-
ing lost around 39 paisas from the 
day before. The Pakistani rupee de-
clined against the US dollar during 
interbank trading on Wednesday, af-
ter experiencing a brief upswing on 
Tuesday. By contrast, on Tuesday, 
the interbank market saw the rupee 
extending gains by 0.11% to rise to 
Rs223.42, putting an end to the US 
dollar’s seven-day winning streak. 
(Agencies)

Delegation to visit Russia for negotiation to buy oil, gas

Textile sector demands to restore GST no-payment, no-refund system

ISLAMABAD: The National As-
sembly was informed that a 
high-power delegation will soon 
visit Russia to negotiate any pos-
sibility of long-term cooperation 
to acquire gas and oil in order to 
address the increasing energy cri-
sis.  During the question-answer 
session, Parliamentary Secretary 
for Petroleum Division Hamid 
Hameed said that Russia has not 
offered to supply gas to Pakistan 
yet. The government of Pakistan 

has written a letter to Russian au-
thorities on October 11, convey-
ing interest to the Russian side to 
procure two to three cargoes of 
LNG for the month of December 
2022 and January next year at a 
discounted price and deferred pay-
ment facility.  He said the Russian 
side has expressed its inability to 
provide the same for these months. 
Replying to another question, Ha-
mid Hameed said that 229 fields 
are producing oil and gas in the 

country. A total of 16 new reser-
voirs of oil and gas were discovered 
during the last year. Some blocks 
for exploration of oil and gas un-
dersea will be offered for auction 
next year, he added.  Railways 
Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique in-
formed that with the support of lo-
cal administration and the Frontier 
Corps an effective anti-encroach-
ment operation will be launched to 
retrieve encroached land of Zhob 
Railway station. (Agencies)

LAHORE: November 25, 2022 
(MLN): The value-added textile as-
sociations in a joint press conference 
held today at PHMA House Karachi 
have demanded the government 
to restore the “GST No-Payment, 
No-Refund System” previously reg-
ulated under “SRO-1125” for five 
export-oriented sectors in the wake 
of ongoing economic uncertain-
ty and political unrest, said a press 
statement issued on Thursday. The 
government seems unable to ful-
fill its commitment and promises to 
promptly release exporters’ sales 
tax refunds worth billions of rupees. 
FBR, itself, is violating GST Rules to 
timely release the refunds, it added.   

Textile Exporters are highly per-
turbed over excessive and unjustified 
delays in GST refunds against ap-
proved Electronic Refund Payment 
Orders (ERPOs) claims in violation 
of Rule 39F of the Sales Tax Rule 
2006 causing liquidity problems.  All 
the requests and reminders to FBR 
to urgently release refunds, as per 
law and rules, are gone deaf the ears 

of officials. In view of this ill expe-
rience and uncalled-for response 
from FBR, the Value-Added Textile 
Exporters are worried and upset as 
to how the Government will keep its 
commitment to timely refunds which 
have been accumulated to billions 
of rupees stuck up with the govern-
ment. According to an estimate, the 
stuck-up Sales Tax Refund claims 
amount comes to around R300 bil-
lion. In the existing sales tax regime, 
the value-added textile exporters pay 
sales tax in the purchase of industri-
al inputs for goods meant for export 
whereby they pay sales tax and such 
goods are kept in the warehouses. 
(Agencies)

Global oil market flashes warnings  
as demand concerns spike

Over 20,000 workers quit Apple’s Covid-hit 
plant in China

Bangladesh on track to be a trillion-dollar 
economy by 2040

Ghana plans to buy oil with gold  
instead of US dollars

Amazon faces Black Friday protests,  
strikes in 40 countries

German economy grew more than estimated 
in third quarter

Estonia to veto EU price cap on Russian oil

Tokyo’s consumer inflation rises  
at fastest pace in 40 years

Twitter job cuts a concern as new EU rules kick in

SINGAPORE: The global oil mar-
ket keeps sending up flares on the 
outlook for weaker demand. In the 
latest, a closely-watched gauge of 
Asian crude consumption tumbled 
to a seven-month low as surging 
virus cases in China trigger lock-
down-like restrictions in the world’s 
biggest importer. The premium of 
Oman futures over Dubai swaps fell 
below US$1 a barrel on the Dubai 
Mercantile Exchange on Thurs-
day. It’s plunged about 80% this 
month. Oil markets have weakened 
in November, with a host of wide-
ly-watched metrics flashing warn-
ing signs and dragging futures pric-
es lower. Among them, the prompt 
spreads for both Brent crude and 
leading US grade West Texas Inter-

mediate have dipped into contan-
go, a bearish pricing pattern that 
indicates ample near-term supply. 
As the red flags proliferate, Brent 
futures declined to their cheap-
est price since January earlier this 
week. Expectations for a recovery 
in Chinese oil demand are fading as 
daily Covid-19 cases have hit record 
levels, spurring officials to step up 
containment measures and move-
ment curbs. Amid the challenging 
backdrop, some Chinese refiners 
are refraining from buying cargoes 
of a favored Russian grade, cutting 
demand just as traders wait for more 
details on a Group of Seven plan to 
cap Russian oil alongside European 
Union sanctions that start on Dec 5. 
(Agencies)

TAIPEI: More than 20,000 employees, 
most of them were new hires not yet 
working on the production line, have 
left Apple supplier Foxconn’s Zheng-
zhou plant in China, a Foxconn source 
familiar with the matter told Reuters 
on Friday. The person said the depar-
tures would complicate the compa-
ny’s previous target of resuming full 
production by the end of November, 
following worker unrest that rocked 
production at the world’s largest iP-
hone factory. The worker departures 
come after the Taiwanese firm offered 
on Thursday 10,000 yuan (US$1,396) 
to employees who wanted to resign 
and leave the chaos-hit plant. It had 
apologised for committing a pay-re-
lated “technical error” when hiring 
new recruits, which workers say was 
a factor that led to protests involving 
clashes with security personnel. Vid-
eos posted on Chinese social media 

on Friday showed crowds and long 
lines of luggage-laden workers queu-
ing for buses. “It’s time to go home,” 
said one of the posters. The labour 
unrest at the Zhengzhou plant that 
began on Wednesday marked rare 
scenes of open dissent in China which 
workers say was fuelled by claims of 
overdue pay and frustration over se-
vere Covid-19 restrictions. A second 
Foxconn source familiar with the 
matter said some new hires had left 
the campus but did not elaborate on 
how many. (Agencies)

DHAKA: Bangladesh is on course to 
become a US$1 trillion economy by 
2040, driven by consumer optimism, 
innovation in emerging economic 
sectors and a young engaged work-
force, according to Boston Consult-
ing Group. With average annual 
growth of 6.4% between 2016 and 
2021, the South Asian nation has 
outpaced peers such as India, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, the Philippines and 
Thailand, BCG wrote in a report re-
leased on Friday. Bangladesh’s do-
mestic consumer market is set to be-
come the ninth-largest in the world. 
And a rapidly expanding middle 
and affluent class is projected to 
rise substantially between 2020 and 

2025, the report said, with a robust 
gig economy propping up a work-
force where the median age is just 
28. “The country could have easily 
been overshadowed by its neigh-
bour to the northeast – China – or 
its continental cousin to the west – 
India – but in this region of econom-
ic powerhouses, Bangladesh stands 
tall,” BCG wrote. Bangladesh pro-
gressed from a low-income to a low-
er-middle-income country in 2015. 
Though that’s five years later than 
India, Bangladesh’s GDP per capita 
is already higher than its neighbour. 
The nation aims to become an up-
per-middle-income country by 2031. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Core consumer prices in 
Japan’s capital, considered a lead-
ing indicator of nationwide trends, 
rose 3.6% in November from a year 
earlier, marking the fastest annual 
pace in 40 years in a sign of broad-
ening inflationary pressure. The 
gain continued to be driven mostly 
by electricity bills and food prices 
as companies passed rising raw 
material costs on to households, 
clouding the outlook for consump-
tion and Japan’s fragile economic 
recovery. The rise in the Tokyo core 
consumer price index (CPI), which 
excludes fresh food but includes 
fuel, exceeded a median market 
forecast for a 3.5% gain and accel-

erated from a 3.4% increase seen in 
October, government data showed 
on Friday. The last time Tokyo in-
flation was faster was April 1982, 
when the core CPI was 4.2% higher 
than a year before. Core consumer 
inflation in Tokyo remained above 
the Bank of Japan’s 2% target for 
a sixth straight month in Novem-
ber, casting doubt on its view that 
recent price rises driven by high-
er costs will prove transitory. The 
Tokyo core-core CPI index, which 
strips away both fresh food and 
fuel costs, was 2.5% higher in No-
vember from a year earlier, pacing 
up from a 2.2% annual gain seen in 
October. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: It’s time to think bigger. It’s 
time to aim higher. You have so much 
talent at your disposal but don’t seem 
to be doing much with it. The Sun in 
your fellow Fire sign of Sagittarius will 
help you to be more dynamic. Go forth 
and conquer the world.
– TAURUS: Why are you worrying 
about things you have no way of 
changing? Whatever the reason it’s 
time to get past it and get on with 
making a success of those things you 
do have some control over. There’s big 
money to be made, so get your act to-
gether.
– GEMINI: Someone will tell you 
something you don’t want to hear to-
day but don’t blame them for deliver-
ing bad news. The simple fact is it’s 
your fault for neglecting to finish what 
you started. The good news is there’s 
still time, just, to get it done.
– CANCER: Having stumbled around 
in the dark for so long everything will 
start to make sense over the next few 
days, especially on the work front 
where a flash of inspiration will light 
up where you’ve been going wrong. 
Your finances will improve as well.
– LEO: You’ve made a lot of sacrific-
es in recent weeks and the planets 
indicate you will get your reward very 
soon. Don’t let those who have not 
been so fortunate tell you it isn’t de-

served, because it is. In fact, no one 
deserves it more than you.
– VIRGO: You will have to make some 
difficult decisions today and over the 
weekend but that’s a good thing be-
cause a major change is needed and if 
you don’t make it other people will – 
and you’ll be the one who is expected 
to pay.
– LIBRA: You can, if you wish, pick 
holes in what other people are telling 
you but if you do they probably won’t 
bother trying to help you again. Nei-
ther you nor they have the full answer 
to your problems, but you might find it 
working together.
– SCORPIO: No matter how talented 
a Scorpio you may be you won’t reach 
the heights you are aiming for unless 
you have the right connections. Make 
it your business today to talk to people 
who may be able to assist with your 
dreams. There’s no harm in asking.
– SAGITTARIUS: What you do next 
may annoy a few people but that won’t 
worry you in the slightest. With so 
much cosmic activity working in your 
favor you can just about do as you 
please at the moment. Please others 
too if you can but don’t try too hard.
– CAPRICORN: If you hold a grudge 
against someone now is the time to let 
it go. The planets warn if you are not 
prepared to forgive and forget it will 
be you who loses out, not them. No 
matter how badly they may have dis-
pleased you, you must move on.
– ACQUARIUS: Do something dif-
ferent today, something you may not 
have tried before. If you go over the 
same old ground using the same old 
methods you will simply get bored 
with life, so adopt a more adventurous 
way of thinking – and don’t just think, 
act too.
– PISCES: If you know what it is you 
want to achieve the planets will make 
it easy for you. Whether or not it is 
the right objective remains to be seen 
but your drive and determination will 
make it happen. No one will be able to 
say you lack ambition.
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PCB honours Pakistan men’s team in star-studded event

FIFA World Cup 2022: Richarlison shines as Brazil see off Serbia

Jones calls for referee respect as Springboks’ Erasmus misses England game

Kenya scrambles to stave off athletics ban after more doping cases

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) honoured the national 
men’s team for their impressive per-
formances through a meet and greet 
session in Islamabad on Thursday. 
The PCB Chairman Ramiz Raja, 
President of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi 
and Chief of Army Staff General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa were among 
the dignitaries on this occasion. In a 
social media post, the PCB said that 
the star-studded evening was “filled 
with memories and appreciation 

for the players”. While speaking to 
media on the sidelines of the event, 
Pakistan pacer Haris Rauf was sat-
isfied with the team’s performance 
in the recently-concluded T20 World 
Cup — where the Men in Green 
lost to England in the final. “We are 

thankful to Allah Almighty that we 
played the final of T20 World Cup,” 
said Rauf. “On an individual level, 
I gave my best on the field. I know 
Australian conditions which is why I 
was able to bowl in accordance with 
the demands of pitches there,” he 
added. Pakistan’s next international 
assignment is the three-match Test 
series against England on home soil. 
Speaking ahead of the series, Rauf 
said that he is keen on making his 
Test debut against England. (APP)

LUSAIL: Brazil outclassed Serbia 
2-0 in their World Cup opener on 
Thursday as Richarlison scored two 
second-half goals, including a spec-
tacular overhead kick, though an 
ankle injury sustained by Neymar 
put a damper on their celebrations. 
Richarlison has been in fine form 
when wearing the golden yellow kit 
of Brazil this year and he opened 
the scoring with an easy tap-in be-
fore doubling the lead with his ac-
robatic effort. It was his ninth goal 
for Brazil in seven games in 2022 

as Brazil leapfrogged Switzerland, 
who beat Cameroon 1-0, to the top 
of Group G. Serbia are bottom. As 
our professor Tite says,  you are 
smelling goals , and that s what s 
happening,” Richarlison said. “It s a 
wonderful night, a beautiful victory 
and now we have six games to reach 
our goal.” Tite s decision to go with 
four forwards - Neymar, Vinicius Jr., 
Raphinha and Richarlison - in his at-
tacking lineup paid off handsomely 
as the South Americans dominated 
the match and made Serbia work 

hard every time they went forward. 
Vinicius used his flair and acceler-
ation to good effect to consistently 
beat his man while Neymar, playing 
in a free role, often found pockets of 
space, but a well-drilled Serbian de-
fence kept Brazil at bay in the first 
half. Brazil s best chance of the half, 
however, came when Neymar tried 
to catch goalkeeper Vanja Milinkov-
ic-Savic off guard from a corner, 
whipping in an inswinger that was 
on target before the Torino player 
punched it clear. (Agencies)

LONDON: England coach Eddie 
Jones said referees had to be treat-
ed with respect ahead his team s 
meeting with a South Africa side 
who will be without Rassie Eras-
mus at Twickenham. Erasmus, the 
Springboks director of rugby, will 
complete a two-game matchday 
ban on Saturday after publishing 
a series of tweets that appeared to 
mock decisions made by officials 
during the Autumn Nations Series. 

Experienced English referee Wayne 
Barnes, who oversaw South Africa s 
30-26 defeat by France in Marseille 
on November 12, received threats 
on social media following com-
ments by Erasmus, the man behind 
the Springboks  2019 World Cup 
triumph. Erasmus had only just re-
turned from a year-long suspension 
following his infamous hour-long 
video criticising referee Nic Berry 
s performance during the 2021 tour 

by the British and Irish Lions. Jones 
joked that Erasmus might still find 
a way into Twickenham, recalling 
how in 2005 then Chelsea and future 
Tottenham manager Jose Mourinho 
hid in a dressing room laundry box 
even though he was supposed to be 
serving a ban at the time. “Rassie 
might come in a laundry box,” said 
Jones on Thursday after naming the 
England team to play the Spring-
boks. (Agencies)

NAIROBI: Kenya’s government is 
urging World Athletics not to ban 
the country from the sport, promis-
ing to step up its fight against the use 
of banned substances after a series 
of its athletes were suspended for 
doping. The East African country is 
world-renowned for its middle and 
long-distance runners, who have 
won numerous gold medals at Olym-
pics and World Championships and 

clocked up record times at marathon 
events. After facing accusations of 
widespread use of performance-en-
hancing drugs for several years, the 
athletics powerhouse has recently 
been buffeted by an increasing num-
ber of its runners testing positive. A 
ban would leave its athletes unable to 
compete globally and badly damage 
the country’s reputation in the sport. 
“We will not allow unethical indi-

viduals to ruin Kenya’s reputation 
through doping,” Kenya’s minister 
for sports, Ababu Namwamba, said 
on Twitter today. “We must defeat 
doping and its perpetrators.” The 
government has told the governing 
body that it has committed an annu-
al amount of US$5 million over the 
next five years for the fight against 
doping, the Daily Nation newspaper 
reported. (Agencies)

Ban on political party flags during Malaysia Cup final

Tokyo prosecutors raid Dentsu over Olympic bid-rigging

Pakistan team starts reaching South Africa  
for Nations Cup

KUALA LUMPUR: Fans are not al-
lowed to display any politically-re-
lated flags at the 2022 Malaysia Cup 
final between Johor Darul Ta’zim 
(JDT) and Selangor FC at the Bukit 
Jalil national stadium here tomor-
row night. Football Association of 
Malaysia (FAM) security committee 
deputy chairman Dali Wahid said 
stern action will be taken against 
anyone found flaunting the ban, 
adding that the game was not a suit-
able venue to celebrate or protest 
politically-related matters. “May-
be we are still caught up by what’s 
going on in the country currently. 
However, flags relating to politics 
might make others feel annoyed. 
“So don’t bring things into the stadi-
um as it can cause provocation and 
affect public order,” he said during 
a security media conference. Mean-

while, Cheras district police chief 
Zam Halim Jamaluddin is expecting 
around 80,000 fans to flood the sta-
dium as soon as the gates are opened 
at 5pm. He said police are making 
preparations to ensure public order 
and safety. “As a security measure, 
all bags and other items brought in 
by the fans will be inspected, along 
with body checks at every entry 
gate and after entering the stadium 
grounds,” he added. Zam said sever-
al roads around the stadium will be 
closed before and after the match, 
including the stretch of Jalan Barat 
beginning at the Taman Teknologi 
Malaysia (TPM) intersection till the 
Merah Caga intersection. “Fans are 
advised to use public transport and 
those driving their own vehicles are 
advised to be patient,” he added. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Tokyo prosecutors searched 
advertising agency Dentsu and oth-
er firms in connection with possible 
bid-rigging for Tokyo Olympics test 
events, public broadcaster NHK and 
other domestic media reported to-
day. The move marks a widening of a 
corruption scandal that has centred 
on Olympic sponsors and a former 
member of the Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pics board. Tokyo prosecutors and 
Japan’s fair trade commission sus-
pect that Dentsu may have colluded 

with other firms over the bidding for 
Olympic test events, which could 
constitute a violation of anti-mo-
nopoly laws, media said. The Tokyo 
district public prosecutors office and 
the Japan fair trade commission de-
clined to comment. A Dentsu rep-
resentative said they were making 
checks on the reports. In August, 
Tokyo prosecutors arrested a former 
member of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
board, Haruyuki Takahashi, on sus-
picion of receiving bribes. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan hockey team’s 
first group has reached South Afri-
ca to participate in the FIH Nations 
Cup, scheduled from November 28 
to December 4. According to the de-
tails, seven players alongside assis-
tant coach Ayaz Mahmood reached 
their destination today.  However, 
the second group of players and 
management will travel to South Af-
rica tonight. Due to visa issue and 

funds problems, the team was forced 
to travel to South Africa in phases.  
With the support of Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, the visas 
were issued to the players and man-
agement. Sindh’s provincial minister 
Nasir Hussain Shah talked to FM 
Bilawal who ensured timely visas for 
the national team.  After the National 
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) and Paki-
stan Sports Board (PSB)’s assurance, 
funds issue were resolved. Pakistan 
are scheduled to play its first match 
against South Africa in the Nations 
Cup on November 28. They will next 
face Ireland on November 29 and 
France on December 1. (Agencies)

Rao leaves F1’s  
governing body

Lyon Women’s Champions 
League Defence

LONDON: Shaila Ann-Rao is leav-
ing her role as interim head of 
Formula One at the governing FIA 
less than six months after being ap-
pointed. Rao was previously a spe-
cial adviser to Mercedes team boss 
Toto Wolff and her appointment in 
June as the FIA’s interim secretary 
general for motorsport caused some 
concern among rival teams. Ferra-
ri team boss Mattia Binotto said in 
June the FIA, and new president 
Mohammed Ben Sulayem, would 
have to ensure there was no con-
flict of interest. Ben Sulayem said 
in a statement announcing Rao’s 
departure on Wednesday, at the end 
of a transition period at the govern-
ing body, that she had always acted 
with professionalism and integrity. 
(Agencies)

PARIS: Lyon resuscitated the de-
fence of their Women’s Champions 
League crown by winning 3-0 away 
to Zurich on Thursday but stayed 
third in their group after Juventus 
and Arsenal drew 1-1. Last year’s 
beaten finalists Barcelona took con-
trol of their group, beating visiting 
Bayern Munich 3-0. Champions 
Lyon had made a disastrous start 
with a 5-1 home loss to Arsenal then 
drawn their second game away to 
Juventus and started the third round 
of games in third place in Group 
C. They quickly settled any nerves 
away to Zurich in Schaffhausen. In 
the fourth minute a corner to the 
far post eluded goalkeeper Seraina 
Friedli and dropped onto the head 
of Melvine Malard, who had scored 
a costly own goal against Juventus. 
She atoned by powering the ball in 
from close range. Lyon added a sec-
ond after 35 minutes. Melvin played 
the ball wide to Eugenie Le Sommer 
and moved on for a return pass. 
(Agencies)

Italy, Canada Set-up Davis Cup Semi-final Showdown

Belarus out of top three in women’s sprint  
at Russian Biathlon Cup

Iran regime supporters confront protesters  
at World Cup game

PARIS: Fabio Fognini and Simone 
Bolelli cruised to victory in the de-
ciding doubles as Italy beat the 
United States 2-1 in their Davis Cup 
quarter-final in Malaga on Thurs-
day. Victory set-up a semi-final 
clash on Saturday against Canada 
who also triumphed in the deciding 
doubles of their last-eight tie against 
Germany to win 2-1. “I am really 
happy, I am here with my ‘brother’. 
We played really well,” said Fogni-
ni, after the pair beat Jack Sock and 
Tommy Paul 6-4, 6-4. Italy, shorn of 
their two top players, world number 
15 Jannik Sinner and 16th-ranked 
Matteo Berrettini, eliminated an 
American team led by ninth-ranked 
Taylor Fritz and Francis Tiafoe, 

who is in the top 20. Lorenzo So-
nego, ranked 45th, opened the tie 
by coming from a set down to beat 
Tiafoe 6-3, 7-6 (9/7). Fritz levelled 
when he survived a tough first set to 
beat Lorenzo Musetti 7-6 (10/8), 6-3. 
Fognini and Bolelli, the 2015 Austra-
lian Open champions, broke in the 
ninth game of the first set and the 
seventh game of the second to win. 
“I’m really proud of my team and 
of this crowd,” said captain Filippo 
Volandri. “It’s like we are in Italy! 
All the players did an unbelievable 
job. Even Matteo who couldn’t play 
because of injury is here and Jan-
nik is supporting from home.” USA 
captain Mardy Fish did not enjoy his 
Thanksgiving. (Agencies)

MINSK: Khanty-Mansiysk is hosting 
the first stage of the Russian Biathlon 
Cup with the participation of Belar-
usian athletes, BelTA has learned. 
The men’s sprint event opened the 
competition program. Best among 
the Belarusian athletes was Anton 
Smolski, the leader of the team, who 
finished 15th with three penalties. 
Mikita Labastau was 18th, Ivan Tula-
tin – 26th, Maksim Varabei – 29th, 
Raman Yaliotnau – 33rd, Pavel Belko 
– 38th, Ilya Auseyenka – 44th, Stsia-

pan Danilau – 51st, and Aliaksandr 
Koshyn – 52nd. The top three in the 
men’s sprint event were Russian ath-
letes Karim Khalili, Aleksandr Log-
inov and Piotr Pashchenko. Taking 
part in the event were 81 athletes. 
Leader of the Belarusian national 
team Dzinara Alimbekava finished 
6th with two penalties in the wom-
en’s sprint. The event was won by 
Anastasiya Goreyeva from Moscow 
Oblast, who surpassed the Belaru-
sian by 50.3 seconds. (Agencies)

AL RAYYAN: Iran’s political turmoil 
appears to overshadowing also Iran’s 
second match at the World Cup, with 
pro-government fans harassing an-
ti-government fans outside the stadi-
um in Qatar. Iran plays Wales in their 
second match in Group B on Friday.
Some Iran fans confiscated Persian 
pre-revolutionary Iranian flags from 
supporters entering the stadium and 
shouted insults at those wearing shirts 
with the slogan of the country’s protest 
movement, “Woman, Life, Freedom.” 

Small mobs of men angrily chanted 
“The Islamic Republic of Iran” at wom-
en giving interviews about the protests 
to foreign media. Many female fans 
were visibly shaken as Iranian gov-
ernment supporters surrounded them 
with national flags and filmed them on 
their phones. Shouting matches erupt-
ed outside the security checkpoint at 
the Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium between 
fans screaming “Women, Life, Free-
dom” and others shouting back “The 
Islamic Republic.” (Agencies)
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PARIS: French national financial 
prosecutors said they have opened 
an investigation into suspected ille-
gal financing of electoral campaigns 
in 2017 and 2022. A leading French 
newspaper reported that the probe 
targets President Emmanuel Ma-
cron’s winning election bids. Pros-
ecutors said in a written statement 
they wanted to bring clarifications 
following press reports, in an ap-
parent reference to newspaper Le 
Parisien reporting earlier in the day 
on an alleged investigation regard-
ing Macron’s 2017 campaign and 
its links to US consulting company 
McKinsey & Company. The pros-
ecutors’ statement, without citing 
Macron or his party, said a judicial 

inquiry was opened Oct. 20 about 
alleged “inconsistent campaign ac-
counts” and “reduction of account-
ing items” in relation with consulting 
companies operating during elector-
al campaigns of 2017 and 2022. The 
next day, another investigation was 
opened over alleged favoritism in 
relation to those campaigns, it said. 
Campaign financing in France is 
strictly regulated. (Agencies)

MADRID: Spain’s right-wing oppo-
sition is infuriated over government 
plans to abolish sedition, the charge 
used against Catalan separatist lead-
ers, decrying the move as a gift to 
pro-independence parties in exchange 
for parliamentary support. Parliament 
on Thursday approved a bill to reform 
the criminal code to drop what Spain’s 
left-wing coalition government sees 
as an antiquated offence, replacing it 
with one better aligned with modern 
European norms. And the change 
should be in place before the year’s 
end, Spanish media reports say. In 
response, the far-right Vox party has 

called a protest in Madrid on Sunday, 
while the right-wing opposition Pop-
ular Party (PP) has convened rallies 
across the country to express its oppo-
sition. Right-wing parties say eliminat-
ing sedition -- the charge used to con-
vict and jail nine Catalan separatists 
over their involvement with a failed 
2017 independence bid -- will pave 
the way for another attempt to sepa-
rate from Spain. Initially condemned 
to between nine and 13 years behind 
bars, the separatists were pardoned 
last year by the leftist government, 
drawing fury from the Spanish right. 
(Agencies)

BERLIN: Authorities in Germany 
on Friday were reviewing security 
measures at Berlin’s airport a day af-
ter six climate activists invaded the 
grounds and briefly disrupted flights. 
German news agency dpa quoted a 
spokesman for Berlin Brandenburg 
Airport saying that Thursday’s in-
cident was being reviewed to de-
termine what further action may be 
required. Police said four protesters 
glued themselves to the ground near 
the runway, while two others cycled 

across the premises. The group Up-
rising of the Last Generation, which 
has staged numerous road block-
ades and other stunts to highlight 
the need for action against climate 
change, claimed responsibility. The 
group said it wanted to highlight the 
problem of fossil fuel subsidies, such 
as for jet fuel, which allow a minority 
of the world’s population to fly while 
the majority suffer the consequences 
of climate change stoked by green-
house gas emissions. (Agencies)
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South Korean launches self-driving bus experiment
SEOUL: South Korea’s capital 
launched its first self-driving bus 
route on Friday, part of an experi-
ment which engineers said aims to 
make people feel more comfortable 
with driverless vehicles on the roads.
The new vehicle does not look like a 
regular bus and has rounded edges 
along with large windows that make 
it appear more like a toy than a tech-
nological breakthrough. This design 
is intentional, said Jeong Seong-
gyun, head of autonomous driving 
at 42dot, the start-up responsible for 
the self-driving technology that is 
now owned by auto giant Hyundai. 
“This is the future,“ he told AFP, add-
ing that the bus required “a consid-
erable new type of design”. The bus 

looks a bit “like Lego” and is made 
of composite parts to help keep costs 
down and make it easy to replicate, 
he said. It uses cameras and lasers 
to navigate the way instead of ex-
pensive sensors, Seong-gyun added. 
The company’s goal was to make the 
technology low-cost, safe and easily 
transferable to many types of vehicle 
in the future, for example delivery 

trucks. For now -- with a safety driv-
er monitoring closely -- the bus will 
drive itself around a small 3.4-kilo-
metre (2.1-mile) circuit in downtown 
Seoul that takes around 20 minutes. 
The public can board at two desig-
nated stops after booking a free seat 
through an app. “I feel like I’ve just 
hopped into a time machine to visit 
the future,“ said Kim Yi hae-ran, 68, 
after her 20-minute ride during the 
launch of the bus Friday. “I thought 
it might make me dizzy from a sud-
den acceleration but I didn’t feel any 
of it.” The ride felt “very smooth and 
safe”, which she said made her feel 
proud of the technological prog-
ress the South Korean company has 
made. (Agencies)

China jails Canadian 
pop star for rape

British nurses to stage  
first strikes on Dec 15

Egypt orders 11 Israeli  
pilots to leave the country

Libya expels 200 migrants

Fire kills 10 in China

Germany to relax  
citizenship rules

Peru’s PM resigns after 
confidence vote refused

BEIJING: A Beijing court has sen-
tenced Canadian singer Kris Wu 
to 13 years in jail after finding him 
guilty of crimes including rape, just 
over a year after his arrest in Chi-
na, where he was born and built a 
lucrative career. The court in the 
district of Chaoyang said investiga-
tion showed that from November 
to December 2020, the 32-year-old, 
who is also known as Wu Yifan, had 
raped three women. “Wu Yifan took 
advantage of three drunken women 
… at his home,” the court said on its 
official WeChat account on Friday. 
A former member of K-pop group 
EXO, the superstar returned to Chi-
na in 2014 to pursue a solo career. 
Wu was detained on July 31 last 
year after an 18-year-old Chinese 
student publicly accused him of in-
ducing her and other girls, some of 
them younger than 18, to have sex 
with him. At the time, the student 
told media Wu lured her into having 
sex when she was 17, after having 
plied her with liquor. (Agencies)

LONDON: Thousands of British 
nurses will go on strike on Dec. 15 
and 20 for more pay, their union 
said on Friday, adding to a winter of 
industrial action and putting further 
pressure on the state-run health sys-
tem. The strikes are the first of pos-
sibly several walkouts by National 
Health Service (NHS) nurses, which 
come after the government refused 
to meet demands for pay rises of 
5% above inflation. “Nursing staff 
have had enough of being taken for 
granted, enough of low pay and un-
safe staffing levels, enough of not 
being able to give our patients the 
care they deserve,” Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN) General Secretary 
Pat Cullen said. Cullen said the gov-
ernment had declined formal nego-
tiations in the two weeks since the 
RCN announced nurses would go on 
strike for the first time in the union’s 
106-year history.(Agencies)

CAIRO: Egypt has ordered 11 Israe-
li pilots who landed without visa to 
leave its territory, for national secu-
rity consideration. The pilots, who 
arrived in light aircraft, had received 
a landing permit but were denied 
entry and told to go back to Israel 
“for national security reasons,” as 
they did not have valid entry visas, 
according to Israeli media. “The pi-
lots, however, could not take off to 
Israel, as their fuel tanks were emp-
ty and the weather conditions did 
not allow for safe flight,” the media 
said without specifying the number 
of aircrafts. Israeli authorities ac-
cording to the media are coordinat-
ing with their Egyptian counterparts 
to ensure a safe exit of the Israeli 
pilots. “They went to Egypt without 
a visa, it is their fault and therefore 
they cannot enter the country” Is-
raeli foreign ministry slammed the 
pilots. Egypt and Israel have dip-
lomatic ties since 1979 after they 
signed a peace treaty but the popu-
lation is at distance with the Jewish 
state over Palestine.(Agencies)

TRIPOLI: Libya has sent more than 200 
illegal migrants back across its land 
borders, in a rare display of coopera-
tion from the country’s divided political 
institutions.  The migrants, dressed in 
differing tracksuits to identify their na-
tionalities, were handed biscuits, milk 
and bottles of water by police in Trip-
oli, before being bused in convoys to 
Libyan border crossings. The group of 
returnees included “105 Egyptians, 101 
Chadians and 20 Sudanese,” Badred-
dine al-Sed Ben Hamed, deputy chief 
of the bureau in charge of the opera-
tion, told AFP. Embassy staff from the 
migrants’ home countries watched the 
process, with each group driven to bor-
der crossings with their home country. 
The operation was organised by the 
Interior Ministry of Prime Minister Ab-
dulhamid Dbeibah’s Tripoli-based gov-
ernment, whose authority is contested 
by a rival administration in Libya’s east. 
(Agencies)

URUMQI: At least 10 people were 
killed and nine were injured when 
a fire broke out in a residential 
building in Urumqi, the capital of 
Xinjiang, an autonomous territo-
ry in northwest China, state-run 
media said on Friday. The fire en-
gulfed a high-rise residential build-
ing in Urumqi’s Tianshan district 
late Thursday night, Xinhua News 
Agency reported. Teams of firefight-
ers and rescue workers evacuated 
the building and extinguished the 
fire. Local authorities have begun an 
investigation to ascertain the cause 
of the fire, it added.(Agencies)

BERLIN: The German government 
reportedly wants to speed up the 
naturalization process to make it 
easier for migrants to become Ger-
man citizens. Easier dual citizen-
ship is also on the cards. Germany’s 
coalition government is working 
on making it easier for migrants to 
become German citizens, according 
to local reports. German newspaper 
Bild reported on Friday that the Inte-
rior Ministry was working on a draft 
law that would allow foreigners re-
siding in Germany to apply for natu-
ralization after five years instead of 
eight. If they have completed “spe-
cial integration measures” it could 
even be possible to apply for a Ger-
man passport after three years. The 
ministry told the newspaper they 
were still discussing the proposals 
and nothing has yet been finalized. 
According to the report, children 
born in Germany to foreign parents 
would automatically be granted citi-
zenship if one parent has had “legal 
habitual residence” in Germany for 
five years. Ministers from Germa-
ny’s 16 states have previously called 
on the federal government to speed 
up the process of children born to 
foreigners living in Germany be-
coming German citizens. (Agencies)

LIMA: Left-wing Peruvian President 
Pedro Castillo has accepted the res-
ignation of his prime minister and 
will reshuffle his cabinet once again, 
amid a lengthy battle between the 
executive and legislative branches. 
Former Prime Minister Anibal Tor-
res, a staunch ally of Castillo, had 
challenged the opposition-controlled 
Congress to a confidence vote last 
week. But Congress declined to hold 
such a vote on Thursday, saying 
conditions for it had not been met. 
“Having accepted the resignation of 
the prime minister, whom I thank for 
his work on behalf of the country, I 
will renew the cabinet,” Castillo said 
in a national television broadcast. 
The confidence vote challenge was 
meant to pressure Congress amid 
tense relations between the two 
branches of government. Opposition 
legislators have twice impeached 
Castillo but failed to remove him, 
although they have managed to cen-
sure and fire several cabinet mem-
bers. (Agencies)
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India’s top court to weigh same-sex marriage recognition

Indonesians pray outdoors after quake destroys town

French prosecutors probe illegal election financing

Spanish right on warpath over changes to sedition law

Security review after protesters disrupt Berlin air traffic

NEW DELHI: India’s top court de-
cided Friday to proceed with a case 
weighing legal recognition of same-
sex marriages, four years after the 
same institution struck down a co-
lonial-era ban on gay sex. The case, 
brought by a gay couple who infor-
mally exchanged vows last year, 
could pave the way for India to be-
come the second jurisdiction in Asia 
to recognise same-sex marriage after 
Taiwan. Petitioners Abhay Dange 
and Supriyo Chakraborty told the 
New Indian Express newspaper af-
ter their wedding ceremony that 
they hoped “to live in a world with 
no closets”. They are now asking the 

Supreme Court for the same marital 
rights as straight couples. A bench 
led by chief justice Dhananjaya 
Chandrachud asked the government 
to file its response within a month. 
Any court ruling in favour of the 
couple’s petition would trump oppo-
sition from Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s administration, which has re-
sisted previous attempts to formally 
recognise same-sex relationships in 
lower courts. Last year, the govern-
ment told the Delhi high court that 
same-sex marriages would “cause 
complete havoc with the delicate 
balance of personal laws in the coun-
try”. (Agencies)

CIANJUR: Hundreds of Indonesians 
prayed out in the open next to rice 
paddies and in the streets on Friday, 
as the death toll from an earthquake 
that flattened their town in western 
Java rose to 310. Muslim cleric Mu-
hamad Jamhur led a congregation 
in prayer in an outdoor volleyball 
court just 200 metres (0.1 miles) 
from a mosque whose walls were 
left cracked and windows shattered 
by the shallow 5.6-magnitude quake 
that hit the town of Cianjur, about 75 
km south of the capital Jakarta, ear-
lier this week. “After the disaster, we 
are still afraid. So we had to move 

here in this volleyball court, not in a 
mosque. I asked the congregation to 
stay on guard because disaster might 
strike again,” Muhamad, 52, said. 
Hundreds of aftershocks have rat-
tled the mountainous region, where 
grieving and traumatised residents 
are sheltering in tents, awaiting sup-
plies of food, water, and medicines 
that have been slowed by heavy 
rains and landslides. Food vendor 
Asep Hidayat, who like many oth-
ers lost his house in the quake, said 
he was thankful to be able to join in 
the prayers, even if not in a mosque. 
(Agencies)

Jamad-ul-Awwal 
crescent sighted

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony 
Friday announced that the crescent 
of Jamad-ul-Awwal, 1444 AH has 
been sighted. In pursuance of the de-
cision of Central Ruet-e-Hilal Com-
mittee, the first Jamad-ul-Awwal 
shall commence from Saturday, No-
vember, 26. The Central Ruet-e-Hi-
lal Committee’s Chairman Maula-
na Syed Muhammad Abdul Khabir 
Azad chaired the Zonal Ruet-e-Hilal 
Committee’s meeting along with oth-
er members in Lahore. Announcing 
the crescent of Jamad-ul-Awwal, he 
said the weather condition was clear 
in most of the areas of the country. 
He said due to clear weather con-
dition, the committee received a 
number of testimonies of crescent 
sighting from Islamabad, Lahore, 
Karachi, Sargodha, Sahiwal, Jhang, 
Bahawalpur, Faisalabad, Karak, 
Quetta, Peshawar and Azad Kash-
mir’s Kotli and Rawalakot and other 
areas of the country. In the end, Mau-
lana Azad prayed for the prosperity 
and stability of the country besides 
the liberation of Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir and Pal-
estine. *APP*


