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SHANGHAI: Shanghai authorities 
put up barriers on Monday around 
a city centre area where hundreds of 
people protested over the weekend 
against heavy Covid-19 measures, 
one of several anti-lockdown demon-
strations that have flared across the 
country. From the streets of Shang-
hai and Beijing to dozens of universi-
ty campuses, protesters made a show 
of civil disobedience unprecedented 
since leader Xi Jinping assumed 
power a decade ago, overseeing the 

quashing of dissent and setting up 
an extensive high-tech social surveil-
lance system. “We hope to end the 
lockdown,” said 28-year-old Shi at 
a candlelight vigil in Beijing late on 
Sunday. “We want to live a normal 
life. We should all bravely express 
our feelings.” There was no sign of 
new protests on Monday in Beijing 
or Shanghai. The Public Security Bu-
reau did not immediately respond to 
a request for comments. The back-
lash against Covid-19 restrictions 

is a setback for China’s efforts to 
eradicate the virus, which is infect-
ing record numbers of people three 
years after it emerged in the central 
city of Wuhan. The zero-Covid policy 
has kept China’s official death toll in 
the thousands, compared with more 
than a million in the US, but it has 
come at the cost of confining many 
millions to long spells at home and 
extensive disruption and damage to 
the world’s second-largest economy. 
(Agencies)

ONCUPINAR: Turkey’s army needs 
just a few days to be ready for a 
ground incursion into northern Syria 
and such a decision may come at a 
cabinet meeting on Monday, Turkish 
officials said, as Turkish forces bom-
barded a Kurdish militia across the 
border. Howitzers fired daily from 
Turkey have struck Kurdish YPG tar-
gets for a week, while warplanes have 
carried out airstrikes. The escalation 

comes after a deadly bomb attack in 
Istanbul two weeks ago that Ankara 
blamed on the YPG militia. The YPG 
has denied involvement in the bomb-
ing and has responded at times to 
the cross-border attacks with mortar 
shelling. “The Turkish Armed Forces 
needs just a few days to become al-
most fully ready,” one senior official 
said, adding that Turkey-allied Syrian 
rebel fighters were ready for such an 

operation just a few days after the Nov. 
13 Istanbul bomb. “It won’t take long 
for the operation to begin,” he said. 
“It depends only on the president giv-
ing the word.” Turkey has previously 
launched military incursions in Syria 
against the YPG, regarding it as a wing 
of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK), which Turkey, the United 
States and European Union designate 
a terrorist group. (Agencies)

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un said his country aimed 
to have the world’s most powerful 
nuclear force as he celebrated the 
launch of its newest intercontinental 
ballistic missile at a ceremony with 
his young daughter, state media re-
ported Sunday. Kim also handed pro-
motions to more than 100 officials 
and scientists for their work on the 
Hwasong-17 – dubbed the “monster 
missile” by analysts and believed to 
be capable of reaching the US main-
land – just days after Pyongyang test-

fired it in one of its most powerful 
launches yet. Hailing the new ICBM 
as “the world’s strongest strategic 
weapon”, Kim said North Korean 
scientists had made a “wonderful 
leap forward in the development of 

the technology of mounting nuclear 
warheads on ballistic missiles”, the 
official Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) reported. Building the nu-
clear force to protect the dignity and 
sovereignty of the state and the peo-
ple “is the greatest and most import-
ant revolutionary cause, and its ulti-
mate goal is to possess the world’s 
most powerful strategic force, the 
absolute force unprecedented in the 
century”, Kim was quoted as saying 
in his order promoting the officials.
(Agencies)
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KIEV/MOSCOW: Ukraine said on 
Monday that Russia was preparing for 
a fresh wave of missile attacks on its 
energy grid that have plunged swathes 
of the country into the cold and dark. 
A Ukraine military spokesman said 
a Russian warship capable of firing 
cruise missiles had recently deployed 
to the Black Sea with Kalibr-type mis-
siles on board. “This indicates that 
preparations were underway,” said 
spokeswoman Natalia Gumeniuk. 
“It’s quite likely that the beginning of 
the week will be marked by such an 
attack,” she added. With temperatures 
dipping below zero, repeated Russian 
attacks have left Ukraine’s energy 
grid teetering on the brink of collapse 
and disrupted power and water sup-
plies to millions over recent weeks 
Meanwhile, Pentagon is considering 
a Boeing proposal to supply Ukraine 
with cheap, small precision bombs 
fitted onto abundantly available rock-
ets, allowing Kiev to strike far behind 
Russian lines as the West struggles to 
meet demand for more arms. Boeing’s 
proposed system, dubbed Ground-

Launched Small Diameter Bomb 
(GLSDB), is one of about a half-dozen 
plans for getting new munitions into 
production for Ukraine and US’s East-
ern European allies, industry sources 
said. Meanwhile British Defense Min-
istry confirmed that it has provided 
“Brimstone 2” precision-guided mis-
siles to Ukraine. The missiles are part 
of a military aid package. They were 
designed to be launched from aircraft 
at ground targets, but, according to 
the UK ministry, Ukrainian ground 
forces have successfully employed 
Brimstone to destroy armored vehicles 
and tanks. Brimstone 2 is an upgrad-
ed version of the Brimstone missile 
system. The missile now has an im-
proved homing head, modular design, 
improved airframe, and updated soft-
ware. Europe’s largest nuclear power 
plant in southern Ukraine remains 
under Russian control, according to 
authorities installed by Moscow. Rus-
sian forces still occupy the facility in 
Zaporizhzhia. The head of Ukraine’s 
state-run nuclear energy company 
has suggested there were signs that 

Russian forces might be preparing 
to vacate the vast plant which they 
seized in March, soon after invading 
Ukraine. The US government’s policy 
of arming Ukraine is exacerbating de-
lays of weapon shipments to Taiwan, 
the Wall Street Journal reported, citing 
congressional and government official 
familiar with the matter. The US has 
spent more than $18.2 billion on secu-
rity aid for Kiev, including long-range 
artillery and missile systems. At the 
same time, the backlog of deliveries 
to Taipei has reportedly grown from 
more than $14 billion to $18.7 billion 
since last December. Belarus’s attempt 
to join the war against Ukraine would 
be a suicide, said Andriy Yusov, a 
spokesman for Ukraine’s defense in-
telligence. Yusov said that they have 
information that Belarus is allegedly 
preparing for an attack on Ukraine. 
Kiev’s energy provider Ukrenergo 
says it is still short 27 percent of out-
put after Russian attacks on energy 
infrastructure. Power has been re-
stored to 17 percent of residents in 
the southern city of Kherson, which 
Ukraine reclaimed earlier this month. 
Meanwhile, seven foreign ministers 
from Baltic and Nordic countries trav-
elled to Kyiv to support Ukraine as it 
struggles with power outages caused 
by Russian attacks on energy infra-
structure. Lithuanian foreign minister 
Gabrielius Landsbergis posted a pic-
ture and wrote on Twitter: “We, the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Estonia, 
Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Norway, Sweden, are in Kyiv today in 
full solidarity with Ukraine. Despite 
Russia’s bomb rains and barbaric bru-
tality Ukraine will win!” (Agencies)

– Pentagon mulls sending 100-mile strike weapon to Ukraine

Ukraine warns of fresh Russian missile strikes
– UK confirms transfer of “Brimstone 2” missiles to Ukraine.

– Zaporizhzhia plant remains under Russian control, says Moscow.
– US worried about unintended consequence of arming Ukraine – WSJ

– Ukraine warns Belarus: ‘Joining Russia’s war would be suicide’.
– Ukraine still 27 percent short of energy ouput. – Nordic, Baltic foreign ministers visit Kiev.

Army’s change of command ceremony today

UK says Australian submarines will assure neighbors

China poses increasing threat in military space race:  US

IMF asks Islamabad to reduce expenses before loan talks

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Army’s 
change of command ceremony will 
be held today (Tuesday), ISPR said 
Monday, marking the time-hon-
oured tradition that symbolises the 
seamless transition of the military 
leadership. Outgoing Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa will hand over the “baton 
of command” to Gen Asim Munir, 
who was chosen to lead the coun-
try’s sentinels by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on November 24. 
The passing of the baton from an 
outgoing COAS to an incoming one 
conveys the cardinal message to the 
troops the military leadership con-
tinues without a break in command. 
The summary of his appointment 
was ratified by President Arif Alvi.
Gen Asim Munir will be the 17th 
army chief to assume the command 
of the Pakistan Army. Gen Mu-
nir was commissioned in the 23rd 
Frontier Force Regiment in 1986. 

He passed out with the 17th Offi-
cers Training course, Mangla and 
was awarded the coveted sword of 
honour. He is currently posted as 
the quartermaster general at the 
General Head Quarters. The army 
chief-designate graduated from Fuji 
school Japan, Command and Staff 
College, Quetta, Malaysian Armed 
Forces College, Kuala Lumpur 
and National Defence University, 
Islamabad. The lieutenant gener-
al also has M Phil in Public Policy 
and Strategic Security Management 
from National Defence University.  
(Agencies)

CANBERRA: Australia’s shift to 
nuclear-powered submarines will 
assure its South Pacific neighbors 
of its commitment to regional secu-
rity, Britain’s Minister of State for 
the Indo-Pacific said Monday. Aus-
tralia will announce in March what 
type of submarine powered with 
U.S. nuclear technology it wants to 
build under a deal with the United 
States and Britain revealed in Sep-
tember last year. Anne-Marie Trev-
elyan said she expects the three 
nations to work closely together to 
deliver a fleet of eight submarines. 
“It’s going to be a really exciting 

project and really importantly will 
assure, I think, not only for Austra-
lia, but for the Indo-Pacific region, 
for those Pacific islands that assur-
ance that Australia’s commitment to 
their security is unassailable,” Trev-
elyan told the National Press Club. 
The previous Australian govern-
ment infuriated French President 
Emmanuel Macron by canceling a 
contract for a French-built fleet of 
12 conventionally-powered subma-
rines worth 90 billion Australian 
dollars ($66 billion). It opted in-
stead for nuclear-powered versions. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The head of Unit-
ed States Space Force, Nina Arma-
gno, says rapid advancements in 
China’s military capabilities pose 
increasing threats to American su-
premacy in outer space. Armagno 
said Beijing has made significant 
progress in developing military 
space technology, including areas 
such as satellite communications 
and re-useable spacecraft, which 
allow countries to rapidly scale up 
their space programs. “I think it’s 
entirely possible they could catch 
up and surpass us, absolutely,” 
Armagno said at an event in Syd-
ney run by the Australian Stra-
tegic Policy Institute, a research 
organisation partly funded by the 
U.S. and Australian governments. 
Historically lagging in a space race 

dominated by the United States and 
Russia, Beijing has made signifi-
cant advances in recent years that 
have alarmed Washington and oth-
er Western nations. China is also 
developing experimental technol-
ogy aimed at mining asteroids and 
minor planets for natural resourc-
es. Along with Russia, China has 
also conducted “reckless” missile 
tests that have created dangerous 
amounts of space debris in recent 
years, Armagno said. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on Monday 
asked Pakistan to reduce expenses 
before the talks on the ninth review 
of a $7 billion loan program. As per 
details, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is not satisfied with 
the performance of the Finance 
Ministry and the Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) and has demanded 
to reduce expenses, sources said. 
The fund has asked the Finance 
Ministry to submit a report of the 
increase in expenses due to floods 
in Pakistan for the release of the 
loan tranche. In response, the Fi-
nance Ministry assured the IMF of 
submission of a report in the cur-
rent month to which the fund has 
disagreed. The fund has reportedly 
asked the FBR to increase tax col-
lection. Read more: Pakistan, IMF 
talks likely to be delayed further 
Earlier, State Minister for Finance 
and Revenue, Ayisha Ghous Pa-
sha had said that the IMF was in-

formed about hike in expenditures 
due to unprecedented flooding in 
the country. “The emergency and 
available resources were utilized 
to tackle the flood situation,” state 
minister said. Pakistan will also 
demand additional funds from 
the IMF,” the minister said. The 
monetary fund has asked for a 
report with regard to the targets 
that could not be achieved due to 
floods, sources added. (Agencies)

Shanghai tightens security after rare Covid-19 protests across China

Turkish forces ready for a Syria ground operation -officials

North Korea to have ‘world’s most powerful’ nuclear force
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CM for ensuring food security to reduce dependency on other provinces 

Governor assures dir delegation of addressing  
KP’s economic issues

* Staff Reporter*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan 
has said that the provincial govern-
ment of Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf 
has taken pragmatic measures to 
ensure food security of the province 
and reduce agricultural dependen-
cy on other provinces of the coun-
try. He stated that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa is the first province which 
has launched its own food security 
policy that includes short, medium 
and long term initiatives aimed at in-
creasing the agricultural produce of 
the province. Chashma Right Bank 
Lift Canal (CRBC) project is also in 
the pipeline which, on completion, 
would bring hundreds of thousands 
of acres of barren land under culti-
vation in the southern districts. In 
a statement issued here from the 
Chief Minister’s secretariat, Mah-

mood Khan said that the incumbent 
government launched Kisan Card, 
for the assistance of farmers, which 
is the first of its kind initiative pro-
viding relief to farmers in the form 
of subsidies on agricultural prod-
ucts. According to details, the steps 
taken in agriculture and livestock 
sector in settled districts alone in-
clude the reclaiming of 4185 acres of 
land for agricultural purposes, 39095 
meters of water course lining, train-
ing of 2500 farmers on advanced 
technologies, establishment of 228 
trout and carp fish farms, thereby 
increasing production by 0.3 million 
kg while 1.4 million fish seeds have 
also been provided to farmers. More-
over, an agriculture and livestock 
program has been initiated while 
the establishment of first veterinary 
university, i.e. The University of Vet-
erinary and Animal Sciences, is in 

progress. Similarly, development of 
the environment and forestry sec-
tor has also remained the priority of 
the provincial government since its 
inception. Owing to the sincere ef-
forts of the government, forest cover 
in the province has increased sub-
stantially. Under the 10 billion tree 
tsunami project, plantation of one 
billion saplings is underway. More-
over, strict action has been taken 
against the timber mafia to preserve 
forest land while thousands of acres 
of forest land has been retrieved 
from grabbers. Likewise, in order 
to ensure provision of clean drink-
ing water to the public, 1463 water 
schemes have been completed in 
the last four years. 646 water supply 
schemes have been solarized while 
831 sanitation schemes have been 
completed during the past four years 
in the settled districts alone. 

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali 
on Monday said that removing the 
sense of deprivation among people 
and addressing the economic crisis 
in the province was among his top 
most priorities. The welfare organi-
zations were playing a pivotal role 
in serving the suffering humani-

ty and the government would en-
courage them in every way. He was 
talking to a delegation of Dir Wel-
fare Organization (DWO) at Gov-
ernor House Peshawar here. The 
president of the organization, Haji 
Sultan Yusuf alias Dir Lalaji and 
chairman executive body, Haji Mu-
hammad Saeed, congratulated Haji 
Ghulam Ali on his appointment as 
the governor and presented him 
bouquet and Diroji Pakul (cap) as 
well as apprised him of the welfare 
activities of DWO. Haji Ghulam Ali 
eulogized the charity and welfare 
works of the organization and said 
he was proud of its patronage. He 
said his forefathers also belonged 
to Dir region and he was aware of 
the backwardness of the two dis-
tricts of Dir side by side with ad-
joining Chitral and Bajaur areas. 

Therefore, he assured that he has 
full intention to bring all these ar-
eas into the mainstream of progress 
and development. Haji Ghulam Ali 
also regretted that during the last 
decade, the debt burden and loan-
ing graph of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has increased more than the oth-
er provinces creating economic 
problems in the province. Hence, 
he said”He will try to reduce these 
economic difficulties, enable the 
government departments and sec-
tors to serve the masses better, gov-
ernment employees start getting 
salaries on time and the concentra-
tion of funds is in the entire prov-
ince including the merged districts 
instead of any specific constituency 
so that the people of all areas can 
benefit equally from the fruits of 
growth.”(APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 228.7 230.95

China Yuan 31.27 31.52

Japanese Yen 1.83 1.88

Saudi Riyal 63.5 64.1

U.A.E Dirham 65.5 66.1

UK Pound 286.15 289

Euro 245 247.5

Australian Dollar 151.12 152.37

Canadian Dollar 167.38 168.73

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
147100 

Rs. 
134841 

Rs. 
128713 

Rs. 
110325

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
126200 

Rs. 
115682 

Rs. 
110425 

Rs.  
94650

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12620 

Rs.  
11568 

Rs.  
11043 

Rs.  
9465

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
357800 

Rs. 
327981 

Rs. 
313075 

Rs. 
268350

Food authority seals two units, 850kg Ketchup seized

Consignment of illegal clothes confiscated at Torkham

Cold, dry weather to prevail in most KP

DC for provision of security to foreign workers PPP working for welfare of deprived classes: PYO

Artificial Intelligence

An inclusive procedure to enhance effectiveness of educational learning

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Food Safety Authority in its ongoing 
operation against food adulteration 
has sealed two food production units 
in Haripur for using substandard 
spices. According to details, the food 
inspection team seized a large num-
ber of substandard spices from the 
food production units and registered 
cases for violating food safety laws. 
In another operation, the inspec-
tion team recovered 850 kg of to-

mato ketchup from a vehicle during 
routine checking. Meanwhile, in a 
crackdown against selling substan-
dard food items, three-chip produc-
tion units were sealed in Peshawar. 
The food inspection sealed the units 
for using unhealthy edible oil, poor 
sanitation, and poor ingredients. The 
inspection team also sealed two chip 
manufacturing units for operating 
without a license and using substan-
dard ingredients. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Customs Ap-
praisement and FC force confiscat-
ed illegal foreign cloths worth mil-
lions of rupees during a joint action 
at the Pakistan-Afghanistan border 
in Torkham here, said border au-
thorities on Monday. The Customs 
Appraisement authorities had re-
ceived information regarding the 
smuggling of a huge consignment 
of illegal foreign clothes through 
the Torkham border. A joint action 
team of FC and Customs Appraise-

ment started surveillance of the sus-
pected vehicles and stopped a truck 
loaded with coal. During a thorough 
search of the vehicle, bearing the 
number plate (BL 3546), the Cus-
toms authorities recovered 3,575 
kg of illegal foreign clothes from 
the secret components of the truck. 
The vehicle was impounded and the 
driver was taken into custody. Later, 
the Customs authorities registered a 
proper case and started further in-
vestigations. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteo-
rological Center Peshawar on Mon-
day predicted that mainly cold and 
dry weather was expected in most 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
while very cold in upper parts of the 
province during the next 24 hours. 
It said that fog in isolated pockets 
is likely to occur over Swabi, Mar-
dan, Nowshera, Charsadda, Pesha-
war and D.I. Khan districts, as well 
as over Peshawar to Swabi Motor-
way during late night and morning 
hours. During the last 24 hours, 

cold and dry weather occurred in 
the province, while very cold in hilly 
areas. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded at different 
stations of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were as Peshawar City 24/05, Chi-
tral 20/07, Timergara 23/05, Dir 
22/01, Mirkhani 18/02, Kalam 21/-
2, Drosh 19/06, Saidu Sharif 23/02, 
Pattan 25/16, Malam Jabba 15/05, 
Takht Bhai 23/06, Kakul 22/04, Bal-
akot 25/04, Parachinar 22/03, Bannu 
26/06, Cherat 19/08 and D.I. Khan 
28/10.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC),District Magistrate 
Lower Chitral, Mohammad An-
war-ul-Haq Monday directed 
district police to give security to 
foreign working on mining sites 
in he district. He issued these di-
rectives during a visit to Shagour 
mining site. District Police Offi-
cer (DPO) Lower Chitral, Nasir 
Mahmood also accompanied the 
deputy commissioner. The deputy 
commissioner paid a detailed visit 
to the site and inspected facilities 

and also reviewed security. He 
also met with foreign engineers 
and collected information about 
problems and security related is-
sues. Foreign engineers expressed 
complete satisfaction over fa-
cilities and security provided to 
them. Speaking on the occasion, 
the deputy commissioner direct-
ed police to take more steps for 
the provision of security of for-
eign workers and bringing more 
improvement and modernism in 
them.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Vice Pres-
ident, People’s Youth Organization 
(PYO), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Waja-
hatullah Khan has said that since its 
foundation PPP has been working 
for the welfare of poor and deprived 
segments of society. In a press re-
lease issued in connection with the 
foundation day anniversary of PPP 
here on Monday, he said that as a po-
litical party it is not only determined 
for the welfare of its own workers 
but rather for the whole Pakistani 
nation. He said that under the lead-

ership of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
and the guidance of Asif Ali Zardari, 
the party is working for the cause of 
Bhuttoism. Congratulating the PPP 
leadership, workers, and nation on 
the party foundation anniversary, 
he said that under the leadership 
of the PPP the country would soon 
become a big power. He further said 
that under the leadership of Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, the 
party workers are waging a struggle 
for the rule of law and democracy in 
the country.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The country with around 22.8 mil-
lion students are out of schools due to lack of so-
cioeconomic imbalances and having a wide gap 
among academic institutions, industry and man-
agement necessitated speedy implementation of 
artificial intelligence procedure for better educa-
tion outcomes. For education sector, artificial intel-
ligence is very important as it enhances the speed, 
precision and effectiveness of human efforts in 
teachings and help the management for speedy de-
cisions-making. AI techniques can be used to iden-
tify, which teaching methodology can be adopted 
for fast and accurate academic scoring besides au-
tomate manually intense data management tasks 
and countering challenges of alleged ghost teach-
ers and students’ enrollment. For the first time in 
the country’s history, artificial  intelligence system 
was installed in the elementary schools education 
foundation schools of KP.  Zariful Mani, Managing 
Director, Elementary Schools Education Founda-
tion (ESEF) said that Artificial Intelligence based 
cameras attendance devices installations was 
started successfully in the government schools for 
live attendance of students and teachers. He said 
that AI devices in schools would help ensure qual-
ity of education, transparency and improve perfor-
mance of the students and teachers. The MD said 
the School Management Information System was 
developed by ESEF e- governance cell to ensure 

transparency, quality education and easy transfer 
of scholarship amount to the partners smooth-
ly. Appreciated the whole  team for launching of 
AI, he said it would turned around and transform 
the education program which went wrong due to 
mismanegement in the past. For the country like 
Pakistan where about 22.8 million children are 
out of schools including 4.7 million in KP due to 
poverty, artificial intelligence was need of the hour. 
The Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) 2021 
survey has revealed that there were about 22.8 mil-
lion out-of-schools  children (OSCs) in the country 
including 4.7 million children aged between 5 to 
16 years in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The OSC in-
cluded 2.9 million girls and one million belonged 
to merged tribal districts.  Similarly, 74.4 percent 
of girls and 38.5 percent boys are out-of-school 
in the province. Besides 77 percent reported OSC 
in Palas Kolai, 70 percent in Upper Kohistan and 
69 percent in Upper Kohistan, there are reports 
of about 61 percent of such children in Torghar, 
55pc in Shangla, 53 percent in Lakki Marwat and 
51 percent each in Tank and Batagram districts.   
In merged areas, 66 percent of children are out-of-
school in North Waziristan, 63 percent in Bajaur, 
61 percent in South Waziristan, 51 percent each 
in Mohmand and Khyber, and 47 percent each in 
Kurram and Orakazai and bringing them under 
school net was a big challenge for the provincial 

government. Terming the BISP’s survey findings 
as alarming, the PM-N KP spokesperson and 
member provincial assembly Ikhtiar  Wali Khan 
said that it negates tall claims of PTI government 
regarding an increase in children’s enrolment in 
the schools and uniform education policy.  He said 
the education sector was devolved to provinces un-
der the 18th constitutional amendment and under 
article 25-A of the constitution, it was the responsi-
bility of the provincial governments to provide free 
and compulsory education to all children up to 
metric level. Ikhtair Wali said neither promises of 
uninformed education were fulfilled nor the dual 
education system was abolished in the province, 
adding that private schools continued sucking the 
blood of millions of people with a roaring increase 
in tuition fee while PTI leadership paid a deaf ear 
to it. He said educational monitoring officers had 
recently staged protest strikes against KP govern-
ment for taking irrelevant duties from them includ-
ing dengue emergency survey, price monitoring, 
COVID SOPs, polio duty supervision, election du-
ties, citizen portal report flood relief and rehabili-
tation survey having no additional financial pack-
ages. The BISP while taking cognizance of the 
high ratio of OSC in the country including Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, has started Education Scholarship 
programs to motivate parents to enroll their chil-
dren and discourage student’s dropout rate. (APP)

Pak-Afghan border at Kharlachi reopened

Power suspension for Peshawar, Mardan notified

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan-Afghan-
istan trade and pedestrian route 
at Kharlachi Border in Parachinar 
was reopened after two weeks of 
closure, said Deputy Commissioner 
Parachinar on Monday. The border 
was closed in the wake of a firing 
incident on November 14 over a 
dispute of road construction by the 
Afghan authorities. The Deputy 
Commissioner said, “On November 
19, the situation had become tense 

on the border” over the construc-
tion of a road in the limits of Pa-
kistan and firing had taken place, 
which resulted in the martyrdom of 
a Pakistani soldier and injuries to 9 
others.  He said after the dialogue 
of grand ‘Jirga’ by the tribal elders 
from both Pakistan and Afghan-
istan, the Pak-Afghan border at 
Kharlachi was reopened for bilat-
eral trade and pedestrian crossing.
(Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) on Mon-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Peshawar Fort 
Grid Station on November 29 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Resultantly, consumers 
of 11 KV Peepal Mandi, Kohati Gate, 
Qissa Khwani feeders will face incon-
venience. It said that power supply 
will also remain suspended from 132 
KV Peshawar City Grid Station on No-
vember 29 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. due 
to which consumers of 11 KV Kareem 
Pura, Chowk Yadgar, Faqir Abad, Zary-
ab, Yousaf Abad feeders will face in-

convenience. The power supply will re-
main suspended from 132KV Mardan 
Grid Station on November 30 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. As a result of which, con-
sumers of 11 KV Katlang Road, Mall 
Road, Gaju Khan, Malakand Road, Par 
Hoti, New Baghdada feeders will face 
inconvenience. The power supply will 
remain suspended from 132 KV Mar-
dan 2 Grid Station on November 29 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Resultantly, con-
sumers of 11 KV Shankar, Doran Abad, 
Parhoti, Cnl Javaid, Gujar Garhi, City 2, 
Mirwas, UET, Sheikh Maltoon, Indus-
trial , Muhabat Abad, Express feeders 
will face inconvenience. (APP)
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PTI’s long march converted into quitting all assemblies, which 
surprised many as it is termed a last political move on the 
part of Imran Khan. However, this move created political un-
rest and that’s why the government and PDM was thinking 
of other ways to stop the PTI from doing so. In the first the 
government wants to replace the Punjab government by vote 
of no-confidence or enforce Governor rule in KP. After the end 
of the PTI government in April, Imran Khan launched an an-
ti-government movement by starting a narrative first based 
on alleged American conspiracy, secondly launched targeting 
military leadership. Thirdly threatened to send the govern-
ment to home by launching a massive long march from La-
hore, however, all these three options didn’t work. The situa-
tion went against the PTI, when Imran Khan, despite making 
appointment of new Army Chief controversial, failed to influ-
ence this process too, for which he had allegedly diverted his 
long march from Islamabad to Rawalpindi. When all it hap-
pened peacefully the government appointed military appoint-
ments on merit applying seniority options. The PTI movement 
failed badly and that’s why Imran Khan left with no option 
other than to quit the assemblies which he had announced at 
the end of the long march in Rawalpindi two day back. Quit-
ting assemblies would create unrest in the country, however 
it seems that the government had completed its homework to 
thwart any such move in its favour. On other hand, the PTI is 
mentally prepared to wait for the elections till the completion 
of the current government’s term. Instead of launching pro-
test politics, PTI should now divert its full attention to prepar-
ing a workable manifesto for elections in the light of previous 
experiences so that it can perform better for national develop-
ment and stability while avoiding past mistakes if it comes to 
power in future.

Politics of Resignation

The recent floods in Pakistan have 
unmasked its preparedness to han-
dle natural disasters of this mag-
nitude. Since June of this year, al-
most 2000 people have been killed 
in flooding. Even after declaring a 
national emergency, the relief ef-
forts carried out were not enough 
to bring the lives of affected back to 
normal. The unprecedented mon-
soon rains and melting glaciers are 
indicating the worst kind of climate 
change situation country will be 
facing in future. On the Human Se-
curity Index, Pakistan is ranked at 
144th number. According to World 
Bank report poverty rate in Pakistan 
may increase 3.7-4 percent due to 
floods. These figures paint a bleak 
picture of the human security situ-
ation in Pakistan. Unlike the gen-
eral misperception, human security 
does not supersede state security 
rather strengthens it. Human secu-
rity complements state security by 
ensuring security of the individual. 
Along with ensuring state survival, 
providing security to the state sub-
jects’ remains the prime responsibil-
ity of the state craft. The traditional 
definition of ‘Security’ emphasizes 
on state’s coercive capabilities. Such 
understanding of the term security 
didn’t incorporate the internal deter-
minants of security such as ethnic 
or religious polarization, economic 
and social grievances, political in-
stability, environmental degrada-
tion and low human development 
index etc. With the evolution of 
human civilization and emergence 
of contemporary security frame-
works, various strategists empha-
sized upon the significance and rel-
evance of comprehensive security 
with modern security frameworks. 

Resultantly, security policy makers 
seem to recognize the urgency to in-
clude nontraditional security threats 
in relevant doctrines. For the same 
purpose, the security agenda has 
been updated and citizen-centric 
‘Comprehensive National Security’ 
framework was included in the Pa-
kistan’s national security policy for 
2021- 2023. This refreshing change 
is testament of the realization that 
human security impacts the social 
contract between state and its peo-
ple. When there is human insecurity, 
it creates resentment against state; 
therefore, they can become an easy 
prey of hybrid warfare. It creates 
instability and other countries can 
easily weaponized this instability.
Pakistan is a country that has always 
faced the conundrum of balancing 
between the security of state of Pa-
kistan and its citizens. Both civilian 
and military leaders failed hitherto 
to establish a unanimous national 
security policy that can handle both 
internal and external threats. While 
framing security strategy, policy 
makers have always underestimated 
the potential benefits of human and 
economic development. This lack of 
regard for human and economic and 
development has relegated these 
areas of great importance to a sec-
ond tier to the security of state. The 
statistical evidence shows that eco-
nomic destabilization would make 
Pakistan insecure. This argument 
could be supported by the fact that 
if the economy is growing by 3.0%-
3.57% when a country’s population 
is growing by over 2%, then it will be 
extremely difficult for a state to cre-
ate economic security is an import-
ant determinant of national security. 
Such situations have the potential 

to trigger social polarization and 
perception of deprivation among 
common man which eventually neg-
atively affects national security.
Due to national calamities, econom-
ic deficit, poor governance and poor 
financial management, Pakistan’s 
governments are left with no choice 
but to ask for financial assistance 
from IMF. The bailout packages 
this monetary organization offers 
also pose serious challenges to our 
political and economic sovereignty. 
A country running on loan or aid 
usually has weak or ad hoc foreign 
policy. Thus, it exercises the security 
strategy from the position of weak. 
Gone are the days of fighting a war 
in a conventional manner. A vital 
part of hybrid war which includes 
both convention and irregular war-
fare, is economic sabotage. Acquir-
ing modern technology and explor-
ing financial markets have become 
as important as gaining military 
superiority. Human and economic 
development must be prioritized 
and should be treated as a vital pil-
lar of national security. A booming 
economy can guarantee national 
security while a weak and bankrupt 
economy is a threat to security strat-
egy and counterproductive to mili-
tary superiority. This argument can 
be validated by considering case in 
point that during cold war USSR 
had massive military strength but 
got disintegrated due to the eco-
nomic meltdown. The same could 
be said about Pakistan, that unless 
economy is not strengthened, the 
country will have to face massive 
problems of trying to sustain itself 
as a secure state.

Courtesy The Nation
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Pakistan’s National Security Perspective
— By Qurat-Ul-Ain Shabbir

The PPP is preparing to commem-
orate its 55th Foundation Day on 
November 30. The PPP’s founding 
day provides an opportunity to the 
party to prepare a balance sheet of 
its current policies, political strat-
egy, achievements and failures. It 
also provides an opportunity to look 
back to its glorious past, ideology 
and programme. It is a day to dis-
cuss the main challenges faced by 
the people of Pakistan and to come 
up with clear solutions and the party 
needs some serious soul-searching 
on this day. The PPP was formed on 
November 30, 1967 at the residence 
of Dr Mubashar Hassan in Lahore 
as the party of the people, the par-
ty of the oppressed. Within a short 
span of three years between 1967 
and 1970, the PPP had become the 
second largest party in the country 
and the most popular party in West 
Pakistan (present-day Pakistan).The 
party succeeded in capturing the 
imagination of Left political activists, 
workers, peasants, students, profes-
sional layers of the middle class and 
intellectuals on the basis of its social-
ist economic programme and radical 
slogans. The 55-year history of the 
PPP is a tale of struggles, sacrific-
es, triumphs, defeats, betrayals and 
commitment. The party has seen 
many highs and lows in the last 55 
years. From the hanging of its found-
ing chairman Shaheed Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto to the murder of its charis-
matic chairperson Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto, the party has suffered a lot. 
Many party workers lost their lives 
in the struggle for democracy, rule 
of law, and social and economic jus-
tice. Thousands of party workers 
and leaders faced brutal repression 
and spent years in prisons and tor-
ture cells. But the party has so far 
survived against all odds. The PPP 
is celebrating its founding day at a 
critical juncture. Pakistan is facing 
one of the most serious economic 
and social crises in its history. The 
country’s debts and liabilities stand 
at an historic high of Rs62.5 trillion. 

Pakistan now spends almost half of 
its revenues on debt repayments. It 
is becoming increasingly painful and 
difficult to sustain such a high level 
of debts. Inflation is soaring at 26.6 
per cent and has turned the lives of 
the working class and the poor into 
a living hell. Inequality and class 
divide has reached unsustainable 
levels, and poverty and unemploy-
ment is on the rise. There are many 
questions the PPP leadership needs 
to answer in order to regain the con-
fidence and support of the people 
and the glory that it has lost over 
the years. The party is facing serious 
questions on political, ideological 
and organizational fronts. It needs 
to overcome its current ideological 
confusion. It also needs a leftwing 
turn to win over the support of the 
struggling public. To do this, the 
party needs to adopt radical social 
democratic policies to overcome the 
current economic and social crises. 
The PPP needs to come up with a 
new radical social democratic eco-
nomic programme based on its ba-
sic founding principles and socialist 
ideas. The party needs to break with 
its current neoliberal agenda and 
pro-rich economic policies. Mere 
use of old radical slogans and rhet-
oric will not be enough to attract the 
new layers of liberal and progressive 
youth and workers. The party needs 
to win over the middle-class youth 
and other young workers to regain 
its lost ground. It needs a new ed-
ucation and employment policy to 
attract young people. It has been 
obvious that the party lacks the po-
litical strategy and programme to 
win over young urban voters despite 
having a young leader. The party 
needs a programme for the youth 
with clear solutions to their current 
problems of expensive education, 
lack of economic and employment 
opportunities. Without winning over 
the young people and new layers of 
the working class, the party will like-
ly continue to struggle on this front. 
Courtesy The News

The PPP at 55
— By Khalid Bhatti

Economic policies  
An exhaustive analysis based on 
data from 2017-2018, published 
in the National Human Develop-
ment Report (NHDR) tells us that 
about 2.6 trillion are spent on the 
privileged class. Among all this, 
government tax collection is only 

11 percent of Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP). This is why our country 
is unable to provide substantive 
health care and quality education.
This current instability tells us that 
Pakistan’s economic policies are 
not benefitting the general public. 
Rather, current policies negatively 

affect current situations. Therefore, 
in order to maintain stability, policy 
makers must enact sound econom-
ic policies.

– Zainab ali ahmed,
– Turbat.

Letter to the Editor

Recently, there has been much com-
motion about the rapid expansion 
of the Islamic Banking system and 
the introduction of Islamic Finan-
cial tools in Pakistan. Islamic finan-
cial system is not at the heart of the 
banking system in Pakistan despite 
its popularity and many still argue 
about its legitimacy. However, what 
has never been explored is if it tru-
ly is the solution to Pakistan’s poor 
financial management or whether a 
solution at all. A simplistic descrip-
tion of the Islamic financial system 
as “interest-free” is inaccurate and 
tends to cause confusion. While 
barring the receipt and payment 
of interest is the core of the sys-
tem, it is backed by other Islamic 
doctrines promoting the rights and 
responsibilities of individuals, prop-
erty rights, equitable distribution 
of wealth, risk-sharing, obligation 
fulfilment, and contract purity. In 
addition to prudent and sound regu-
lations, the Islamic financial system 
also encompasses insurance, capital 
production, capital markets, and all 
forms of financial intermediation, 
implying that moral and ethical 
considerations must be incorporat-
ed into the regulatory framework. 
The Islamic finance industry has ex-
panded rapidly over the past decade, 
growing at 10 to 12 per cent annual-
ly. Today, Sharia-compliant financial 
assets are estimated at roughly US 
$2 trillion, covering bank and non-
bank financial institutions, capital 
markets, money markets and insur-
ance (“Takaful”). The conceptual 
basis of an Islamic financial sys-
tem transcends the interaction of 
production variables and economic 
behaviour. Only in the framework 
of Islam’s teachings on business 
ethics, wealth distribution, and so-
cial and economic justice, which 
are at the heart of a moral economy, 
can the Islamic financial system be 

completely understood. Whereas 
the conventional financial system 
focuses primarily on the economic 
and financial aspects of transactions 
and their material outcomes, the Is-
lamic system places equal emphasis 
on the ethical, moral, social, and 
public interest dimensions in order 
to promote equality and fairness, as 
well as the role of the state.
The core of this system lies in the 
ethical economy, which according to 
the article on Islamic Financial Sys-
tem by Zamir Iqbal, a World Bank 
publication, can be understood 
through the following objectives:
. To be true to the Shari’ah princi-
ples of equity and justice;
. Should be free from unjust enrich-
ment;
. Must be based on the true consent 
of all parties and
. Must be an integral part of a real 
trade or economic activity such as a 
sale, lease, manufacture or partner-
ship.
There are endless benefits of a truly 
implemented Islamic financial sys-
tem. The sustainable development 
of Islamic finance supports eco-
nomic growth, poverty reduction, 
and the promotion of shared wealth. 
Due to its direct connection to tangi-
ble assets and the real economy, Is-
lamic finance can contribute greatly 
to economic growth. Utilizing prof-
it-and-loss sharing arrangements 
encourages the supply of financial 
assistance to productive firms that 
can improve output and create jobs. 
The emphasis on tangible assets dis-
courages financial speculation by 
ensuring that the industry supports 
only transactions with a meaningful 
purpose. Islamic finance promotes 
the growth of the financial sector 
and increases financial inclusion. By 
broadening the scope and availabili-
ty of financial goods, Islamic finance 
could improve financial access and 

promote the inclusion of individuals 
without access to financial services. 
Islamic finance stresses partner-
ship-style financing, which could 
be effective in increasing the poor’s 
and small firms’ access to capital.
These are extremely desirable ben-
efits for Pakistan to reap, but given 
the true pre-conditions of establish-
ing a desirable environment for the 
Islamic Financial Management Sys-
tem, it might be unlikely. The truth 
about Pakistan’s economy is known 
to all, whether politicians, econo-
mists or bankers. We operate un-
der a system that is largely undoc-
umented; our Shari’ah compliance 
is under a huge question mark, and 
unjust enrichment is embedded in 
our business practices. Unfortunate-
ly, the possibility of introducing ac-
tive and effective Islamic Financial 
Management in Pakistan is a distant 
dream. The absence of a suitable 
environment has been a significant 
barrier to the realization of the ob-
jective of an interest-free economy. 
Unfortunately, little has been done 
by the government or public fig-
ures to create an ideal or almost 
ideal Islamic environment. An infla-
tion-free economy is a crucial aspect 
of the perfect environment. Inflation 
erodes the real value of money, so a 
person who lends a sum of money 
and receives the same amount back 
one year later has actually lost mon-
ey. Deficit financing is a primary 
cause of inflation. The devaluation 
of the public’s currency as a result 
of the printing of notes to cover a 
budget deficit is, in fact, an injus-
tice to the public. In this regard as 
well, the government’s performance 
is dismal. Government borrowings 
at high-interest rates have reached 
an unsustainable level, as have the 
government’s domestic and foreign 
debts.
Courtesy Daily Times

Islamic Financial System: Fiction or Possibility
— By Dr Hasnain Javed
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PTI to decide on resignations within  
two to three days: Fawad

HEC announces LLM, PhD foreign scholarships 
for students of Balochistan

COMSTECH, Embassy of Indonesia organize 
seminar on herbal medicine

Asad Umar asks apex court to be proactive

Polls only solution for a better tomorrow: Rashid

Students face accommodation issues  
due to shortage of affordable hostels

Nov-30 last date for LG nomination papers’ withdrawal

ECP to hold by-polls as Imran threatens to quit assemblies

Canada to move visa centre back to Islamabad from UAE

Khawaja Asif dismisses Imran’s threats to leave assemblies

ISLAMABAD: PTI leader Fawad 
Chaudhry has said that the party 
will make a decision on quitting pro-
vincial assemblies by Wednesday or 
Thursday. Talking to the media in 
Islamabad on Monday, the former 
federal minister said 64 per cent of 
the seats would fall vacant after the 
resignation of PTI lawmakers from 

provincial assemblies. He added 
that elections would have to be held 
on 64 per cent of the seats. They 
[PDM], he said, won’t agree to hold 
elections but the PTI would make 
them to do so. Fawad said it won’t 
make any difference if no-confi-
dence motions are introduced in 
provincial assemblies.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher educa-
tion Commission (HEC) has invited 
applications under the project, “Law 
Graduates Scholarship Programme 
for the Students of Balochistan for 
Study Abroad-HEC”. According to 
official sources from HEC, the ap-
plicants having Domicile/Local Cer-
tificate of Balochistan province are 
eligible for award of scholarships 
for law studies in the categories in-
cluding Indigenous LLM, Foreign 
LLM, and Foreign Ph.D. The maxi-
mum age on the closing date of sub-
mission of applications is 30 years 
for LLM, while 35 years for Ph.D. 
For LLM and Ph.D. scholarships, 
the candidates must have complet-
ed LLB and LLM respectively from 
HEC-recognised universities/ De-
gree Awarding Institutions on or 

before the closing date of the appli-
cation with at least 50% marks in 
Bachelor’s degree. Applicant must 
secure minimum 50% Marks (Ac-
cumulative Test Score) in Aptitude 
Test. Any applicant who is already 
availing of any other scholarship is 
not eligible to apply.It is important 
to mention here that eligible appli-
cants will be shortlisted on the ba-
sis of test and academic credentials 
scores. 15-20% scholarships will be 
reserved for children from families 
of the victims (martyred/severely in-
jured) of the blast of August 8, 2016, 
in Quetta, if they fulfill the required 
criteria.In case of the non-availabil-
ity of students from victim families, 
scholarships will be awarded on 
merit to other eligible candidates. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH and the 
Embassy of Indonesia in Pakistan 
jointly organized an International 
seminar on the use of herbal and 
traditional medicine here on Mon-
day. On the occasion, Coordinator 
General COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M. 
Iqbal Choudhary, said that various 
countries in the OIC member states 
have been historical custodians of 
such traditional knowledge for cen-
turies. Particularly, he said, countries 
like Pakistan and Indonesia are rich 
sources of herbal medicines and 
have the potential to meet global de-
mand, said a news release from the 

embassy. Interest in Herbal medicine 
and traditional knowledge is increas-
ing day by day, however, to utilize 
this opportunity, there is an urgent 
need for research-based scientific 
development, and standards-based 
quality control of herbal drugs, effi-
cacy, safety as well as relevant regu-
latory enforcement. Speaking at the 
inaugural ceremony Indonesian Am-
bassador to Pakistan Adam M. Tugio 
said that there has been a significant 
increase in the use and trust of tradi-
tional methods of treatment and al-
ternative medicine after and during 
the coronavirus. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Asad Umar 
said on Monday for how long the 
Supreme Court (SC) would play the 
role of a silent spectator over viola-
tion of human rights. In a statement 
on Twitter, the PTI general secretary 
opened up about the recent arrest of 
PTI leader Azam Swati and the ju-
dicial approach on the matter. He 
said the SC in a decision had made 

it clear that only a single FIR could 
be lodged against one particular al-
legation, so on what basis a dozen 
FIRs were filed against Mr Swati, he 
said. He urged the court to consider 
the true essence of justice and not to 
stay mum on the violation of human 
rights in the country. He warned the 
oppressors that truth could not re-
main concealed for long as history 
revealed everything. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim 
League (AML) leader Sheikh 
Rashid said on Monday fresh elec-
tions were the only solution to 
prevent the country from default. 
Speaking to Twitter, the former in-
terior minister said political fog had 
taken over the country which could 
disappear through fresh elections. 
He added that even former finance 
minister Miftah Ismail was saying 
that the country could default after 
clearing the bonds. “Export remit-
tances have reduced, while foreign 
exchange reserves and the stock ex-
change has also collapsed,” he said. 
He also said the rates of petrol, gas 
and dollar were increasing. He said 

the politicians were thinking about 
saving the assemblies while no 
one was talking about protecting 
the country and tanking economy. 
The former federal minister ques-
tioned what would be there if 567 
members resign from the assembly. 
The AML leader asserted that no 
one was looking at the “paralyzed” 
assembly and no one was bothered 
about it. Mr Rashid claimed that Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan alone was good 
enough to face 13 political parties 
and it is because of this reason the 
Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) was avoiding the elections. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Students and employ-
ees in Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) are facing immense issues in 
finding suitable accommodation due 
to expensive and non-affording hos-
tels with the least facilities of secu-
rity, water and quality food. Talking 
to APP, Hassan Ali a student of a pri-
vate university said that educational 
institutions were giving admissions 
in both morning and evening shifts 
but they do not facilitate and accom-
modate the students coming from 
far-flung areas. He said hostels out-
side the university were set up in res-

idential areas and despite that, they 
were “expensive and unaffordable”. 
He said an average shared room 
costs Rs 12,000 to 18,000 which lacks 
privacy and “only includes breakfast 
and dinner”. Another student Hamza 
Zahoor said that students were un-
able to find hostels nearby the uni-
versity campus and along with hostel 
charges, they had to bear the travel-
ling expenses. He said students com-
ing from middle-class family afford 
university expenses with difficulty 
while hostel and travelling expenses 
were “difficult to manage”. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The candidates, 
who filed their nomination papers 
to contest the Local Government 
(LG) polls scheduled to be held in 
the Federal Capital on December 
31 and changed their mind, could 
withdraw their candidatures by 
November 30. Over 984,000 voters, 
including 518,193 male and 466,284 
female voters would cast their votes 
in the upcoming elections, to elect 
their local representatives for the 
next five years. According to the 
schedule, the electoral watchdog 
will allot symbols to the contestants 
on December 1. The final list of 
candidates will be displayed on the 
same date. Canvassing will be kick 
off after Dec 1. Polling will be held 

on December 31. he nomination pa-
pers of a total of 1,773 nomination 
papers from out of some 4,403 aspi-
rants were accepted by the relevant 
Returning Officers (ROs) for local 
government elections on 101 union 
councils (UCs) of Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory (ICT). The Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) had 
appointed four additional sessions 
judges, Islamabad as appellate au-
thorities for 101 union councils for 
impending Local Government (LG) 
elections in Islamabad capital terri-
tory (ICT). In 2015, elections were 
held in 50 union councils (UCs). 
Now, the government increased 
the number of UCs from 50 to 101. 
(APP)

LAHORE: The Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) on Monday said it 
will hold by-elections on the vacant 
seats if the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) implements its strategy to re-
sign from all assemblies. Last week, 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan, while 
addressing a huge gathering at the 
final showdown of his party’s long 
march against the government, an-
nounced his next move of quitting 
the assemblies. The PTI is, current-
ly, in power in two provinces – Pun-
jab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – and 
it also has presence in Balochistan 

and Sindh assemblies. In Centre, 
the PTI lawmakers have submitted 
their resignations from the National 
Assembly while its senators are part 
of the Senate. An ECP spokesper-
son told Dunya News that elections 
will be held only in those provinces 
where assemblies are dissolved. He 
also dispelled perception of gen-
eral election if the KP and Punjab 
assemblies are dissolved.  “We will 
hold by-elections on the vacant 
seats if PTI MPAs resign from the 
assemblies,” the spokesperson said. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Canada has decided to 
move its visa processing centre back 
to the Pakistani capital from Abu 
Dhabi after a hiatus of ten years. An 
official of the North American country 
said that the Canadian government 
has set aside a whooping amount in 
this regard. Pakistan has long been 
asked Canada to review its decision 
of moving its visa centre to the Gulf 
country as applicants suffered due 
to the shifting of the office. In 2019, 
then Pakistan’s high commissioner to 
Canada had urged the Canadian gov-
ernment to move the visa processing 
centre back to its high commission in 
Islamabad as other Western countries 

resumed the services in view of the 
improved security situation. He had 
said that reopening of the visa office 
would enable the Canadian immi-
gration officials to ascertain the cre-
dentials of applications within Paki-
stan. The Canadian government had 
moved its visa office from Islamabad 
to Abu Dhabi and the United King-
dom due to security reasons around 
ten years ago. As the Pakistan man-
aged to improve the security situation 
by removing militant groups, several 
Western countries have shifted their 
visa offices back to their high com-
missions and embassies in Islam-
abad. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: In the government’s 
first formal reaction to former prime 
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan’s 
decision to leave assemblies, Fed-
eral Defense Minister Khawaja Asif 
on Monday said termed the threat as 
admittance that the opposition had 
played all of their failed tricks and 
cards to regain power. In an exclu-
sive interview to SAMAA TV, the de-
fense minister said that Imran Khan 
has been attempting to manipulate 
the law and constitution to serve his 
interests. On Imran’s threat that of 
leaving the Punjab and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) assemblies, Asif 

dismissed it, noting that all that 
will happen is that by-elections will 
be held on the vacant seats in both 
assemblies. Further, Asif claimed 
more than half of PTI’s parliamen-
tary members are in contact with 
the government and had had ex-
pressed an unwillingness to resign. 
He added that Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi has nev-
er taken big risk over any decision 
and always opts to side with the 
heavier or winning political side and 
that despite his claims of dissolving 
assemblies within 60 seconds of re-
ceiving the signal from Imran would 
all come to naught.(Agencies)

Punjabi musical night 
witness huge crowds

13 couples tie the knot at 
mass wedding ceremony

SARGODHA: Punjabi folk artistes 
and singers enthralled huge crowds 
at a musical night at open air theater 
as a part of ongoing folk ‘Mela’ here 
late Sunday. According to PHA me-
dia consultant, Shafqat Awan,prom-
inent folk artistes and folk singer 
including Malkoo performed in the 
show. Speaking on the occasion, 
Folk singer Malkoo said that “Lok 
Mela deserves appreciation for pro-
moting the rich culture and heri-
tage of the Punjab in such beautiful 
way”. He added that, “We will sup-
port every initiative that can lead to 
create national harmony and inte-
gration among the nation, which is 
need of the hour.”Former MNA from 
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaaf Chudhry 
Amir Cheema, Transport minister 
Punjab Chudhry Muneeb Sultan 
Cheema,Deputy Commissioner Sar-
godha Captain (R) Nadeem Nasir 
were also present in the event. The 
festival would end on November 30. 
(APP)

WAH CANTT: As many as 13 couples 
among them one Christian tied the 
knot as per their religious rituals at a 
mass marriage ceremony organized 
by a NGO at a marriage hall near 
Wah. Besides office-bearers of the 
foundation, administration officials, 
workers from political and welfare as-
sociations, relatives of the couples and 
members of civil society participated 
in the ceremony. According to the or-
ganizers, so far over 100 couples have 
gotten married at ceremonies orga-
nized by the foundation and this was 
the tenth event. The marriage proces-
sions were extended a warm welcome 
upon arrival. The grooms and their 
entourage were welcomed by a musi-
cal band and a shower of flower petals 
during the ceremony. (APP)

Military to remain ‘apolitical’ despite ‘misleading narrative’: Gen Bajwa

US ambassador Donald Blome highlights broad partnership  
with the people of Balochistan province

DUBAI: Outgoing army chief Gener-
al Qamar Javed Bajwa has said the 
Pakistan Army would implement on 
its decision and remain determined 
to remain apolitical despite “nega-
tive propaganda” and “misleading 
narrative”. “The armed forces have 
always played its role in overcoming 
internal conflicts and that the forces 
also maintained balance in the in-
ternational politics through military 
diplomacy,” he said while giving an 
exclusive interview to a UAE based 
daily. He was of the view that some 
elements criticised the army for being 
apolitical, but this tradition [army of 
being apolitical] will help democra-
cy prevail and flourish in [Pakistan] 
and promote political stability. Gen 

Bajwa said the relations between the 
military and the people of Pakistan 
would also further improve after the 
Pakistan Army becomes apolitical. 
He said the armed forces had to face 
severe criticism over playing “role” in 
the country’s politics. “I believe that 
public support and affinity towards 
the armed forces tends to erode when 
the military is seen to be involved in 
political affairs, and, therefore, I con-
sidered it prudent to shield Pakistan 
Army from the vagaries of politics in 
Pakistan,” the army chief told Gulf 
News. “Despite some criticism and 
undue vilification of the armed forc-
es through mass propaganda and 
meticulously crafted false narratives, 
the institutional resolve to remain 

apolitical will remain steadfast. I am 
certain that this political quarantine 
of the armed forces will auger well 
for Pakistan in the long term by fos-
tering political stability and strength-
ening the Army-to-people bond.” Re-
garding Pakistan’s relations with the 
GCC, the army chief said: “Military 
diplomacy is complementary to Paki-
stan’s foreign policy and plays its due 
role in fostering Pakistan’s bilateral 
relations with other countries, includ-
ing in the Middle Eastern region.” 
“Our intimate engagements with the 
Arab countries at the leadership level 
have continuously helped nurture the 
long-standing ties and translate them 
into practical cooperation in areas of 
common interests.” (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: U.S. Ambassador 
Donald Blome visited Quetta, Ba-
lochistan, on November 23 to meet 
with Chief Minister Abdul Quddus 
Bizenjo, local partners working to 
advance climate change adaptation, 
representatives of higher education 
institutions, leaders of local NGOs, 
and Afghan refugees. During his 
visit, Ambassador Blome discussed 
U.S. efforts to combat the effects of 
climate change through a Green Al-
liance with diverse partners in Pa-
kistan and underscored the strong 
cooperation between the United 
States and Pakistan on promoting 
economic development through 
higher education and women’s em-

powerment. Ambassador Blome 
participated in a community tree 
planting drive that will become part 
of a larger project to develop an ur-
ban forest in the city of Quetta. The 
project, led by youth activists, aims 
to advance climate change adapta-
tion, raise climate risk awareness, 
and increase community resilience 

to climate change by providing a 
platform to bring diverse groups 
together for collective societal ben-
efit. At the event, the ambassador 
highlighted that the U.S. govern-
ment has provided more than 97 
million dollars in flood-related 
assistance to Pakistan this year, 
including to individuals and com-
munities in need in Balochistan. 
“But we know that the effects of 
the flooding are far from over, and 
every nation faces the threat of cli-
mate change. So, we’re working 
with diverse partners to increase 
Pakistan’s resilience to climate 
change through a Green Alliance,” 
he said. (Agencies)

Five injured in oil tanker 
explosion in Quetta

QUETTA: Five people sustained 
burn injuries in an oil tanker explo-
sion at a welding shop in Quetta the 
other day. The incident occurred 
when the oil tanker exploded 
during the welding of its tank. As 
a result, five people sustained burn 
injuries, a private news channel 
reported. The injured were identi-
fied as Muhammad Sarwar, Nasee-
bullah, Sultan Muhammad, Umar 
Agha and Muhammad Anwar. Res-
cue 1122 officials and Edhi ambu-
lances reached the site and shifted 
the injured to a nearby hospital. 
(APP)
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Hina Khar to lead delegation for political  
dialogue with Afghan interim govt

Officials directed to resolve  
peoples’ problems at earliest

SI urges int’l community to continue  
assistance for flood hit people in Pakistan

Ongoing connectivity projects of USF  
to be completed by next June

CEC vows to improve electoral roll system

Punjab govt distributes Rs 500m  
compensation among flood hit families

OGDCL conducts 221 line-km 2D  
seismic surveys in 1st quarter of FY 2022-23

Eating dry fruits vital for health in winter

Mansehra police arrests 8-member car lifting 
gang and recovers 11 stolen motorcycles

WAPDA executing water, hydropower projects 
worth Rs.2,500b

BISE announces inter part-2 exams schedule

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
Foreign Affair Hina Rabbani Khar 
will lead a delegation to Kabul for 
a one-day visit on November 29. In 
Kabul, the minister of state will hold 
political dialogue with Afghan inter-
im government. “Bilateral relations, 
including cooperation in the areas 
of education, trade and investment, 

regional connectivity, people-to-peo-
ple contacts and matters related to 
regional security will be discussed,” 
the Foreign Office spokesperson 
said in a press release on Monday. 
Hina Rabbani Khar will also reaffirm 
Pakistan’s continued commitment 
and support for all efforts aimed at 
strengthening peace and enhanc-
ing prosperity in Afghanistan. “As a 
friend and neighbour of Afghanistan, 
Pakistan will reaffirm its abiding sol-
idarity with the people of Afghani-
stan, in particular through its efforts 
to ease the humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan and to create real oppor-
tunities for economic prosperity of 
Afghan men, women and children,” 
it was further added.(APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: Deputy Commis-
sioner Lakki Marwat Fazal Akbar on 
Monday directed the officials con-
cerned to extend relief to people by 
resolving their problems at the earli-
est. He expressed these views while 
chairing the district performance 
monthly review meeting (PMRU) in 
which assistant commissioners, ad-
ditional assistant commissioners and 
heads of all department heads were 
present. Rafiullah, Focal Person 
PMRU, gave a detailed presentation 
on performance of PMRU indicators. 
The meeting reviewed performance 

of various several complaints regard-
ing various departments and issued 
directions to all department heads 
to rectify bottlenecks in the system 
and take concrete measures for ad-
dressing the complaints. He also 
directed to reopen all negative feed-
back or complaints and added that 
these should be resolved in accor-
dance with the law. The DC issued 
directions for enhancing inspections, 
ensuring clean and green activities, 
improving condition of bus terminals 
and removing illegal speed breakers 
etc at various places.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Socialist Internation-
al (SI) in its declaration after the 
26th Congress on Climate Change 
and COP27 urged the internation-
al community to continue provid-
ing full support and assistance to 
Pakistan for the rehabilitation of 
flood-hit people. The Council of the 
Socialist International (SI) held dis-
cussions based on the theme “Halt-
ing and Reversing Climate Change” 
and vowed that the fight against 
global warming has been central to 
the work of our international com-
munity for many years, and as we 
witness more and more extreme 
weather events around the globe 

it has never been more imperative 
to reiterate the commitment of the 
SI to work together to halt and re-
verse climate change and to renew 
our call for climate justice. Federal 
Minister for Poverty Alleviation and 
Social Safety, Shazia Atta Marri 
represented Pakistan in the 26th SI 
Congress on Climate Change held 
in Madrid, Spain from November 
25-27. In response to the briefing by 
Pakistani delegate Shazia Marri the 
SI expressed its solidarity with the 
people of Pakistan who have been 
severely affected by the recent cata-
strophic floods as a result of climate 
change. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Over seventy con-
nectivity projects worth Rs 65 bil-
lion Universal Service Fund (USF) 
underway for the connectivity of 
far-flung areas would be completed 
by June next year. “28 million peo-
ple would get broadband facilities 
after the completion of these con-
nectivity projects,” said an official 
of the ministry of IT. He said, since 
its inception, USF has awarded 123 
projects worth approximately Rs. 
124.8 billion in subsidy under its 
flagship programs and empowered 
more than 26 million people living 
in over 12,000 mauzas, thereby 

covering over 120 districts across 
Pakistan.= USF has also success-
fully laid more than 12,000 km of 
Optical Fiber which has connected 
more than 600 Tehsil Headquarters 
(THQs)/Union Councils (UCs) and 
major towns of Pakistan and is pav-
ing the way for 5G technology. He 
said all these projects of USF are 
playing a vital role in gender em-
powerment and accelerating the 
accessibility of e-suite services that 
include e-education, e-health, e-ag-
riculture, e-finance, e-commerce, 
and bridging the digital divide in 
Pakistan. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan 
Raja on Monday vowed to take steps 
for further improving the Computer-
ized Electoral Roll System (CERS) to 
bring more transparency in the elec-
toral process. Chairing a meeting on 
CERS, he reviewed the suggestions 
for bringing improvement in the 
computerized electoral system of all 

the provinces. Director MIS Babar 
Malik gave a detailed briefing on the 
CERS system which was used for the 
registration of voters and compiling 
the electoral rolls. The meeting dis-
cussed the initiatives which could 
bring transparency in new voters’ 
registration, tracking and monitor-
ing process. The CEC welcomed the 
suggestions in this regard. (APP)

MULTAN: The Punjab government 
disbursed Rs 500 million to flood 
victim families to rehabilitate them 
depending upon the nature and ex-
tent of losses to their properties. The 
amounts are being paid in cash from 
the Bank of Punjab, said Commis-
sioner DG Khan Liaqat Ali Chattha 
during a briefing, attended by rep-
resentatives of United Nations Liny 
Soharlim and Shumaila Roohi, at the 
office of Additional Chief Secretary 
Saqib Zafar. Liaqat Chattha main-
tained the process of rehabilitation 
of flood-hit families was in progress 
at a rapid pace. The government is 
committed to providing every pos-
sible assistance and facility to the 
aggrieved people. The Commission-

er stated that the government was 
extending financial assistance from 
Rs 50,000 to Rs 400,000, depending 
upon the nature and extent of losses 
to the homes. Chattha however urged 
the international community and or-
ganizations to come forward and 
help in the rehabilitation of the fam-
ilies. Describing the losses, he stated 
61 persons lost their lives during the 
ferocious floods. The government of-
fered the assistance of Rs one million 
to each victim’s family. Floods ren-
dered 4088 persons injured. Similar-
ly, the farmers faced the loss of 299 
cattle. Apart from this, 593,176 acres 
were devastated due to the floods. 
The floods damaged 59,854 houses 
in 765 “mauzajat”. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas Devel-
opment Company Limited (OGD-
CL), during the first quarter of the 
current fiscal year, carried out 221 
Line-km 2D and 21 Square-KM 3D 
seismic surveys in its various opera-
tional areas to discover hydrocarbon 
reserves. “The acquired 221 Line km 
of 2D seismic data and 21 Sq. km of 
3D seismic data represents 49% of 
total 2D and 17% of total 3D seis-
mic data acquisition in the country 
respectively,” the company said in 
its first quarterly financial report 
for 2022-23. Moreover, the OGDCL 
using in-house resources processed/

reprocessed 1,065 Line km of 2D 
seismic data, besides carrying out 
an additional 135 Line km of geolog-
ical fieldwork in Nowshera. On the 
drilling front, the company spud one 
exploratory well namely Shahpu-
rabad-1 (1Q 2021-22: 3 wells). It also 
completed the drilling and testing of 
two wells pertaining to the previous 
fiscal year. “Total drilling recorded 
during the three months stood at 
11,392 meters.” The company men-
tioned in the report that its explo-
ration activities had been severely 
affected by the torrential rains and 
flood and security concerns. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Eating dry fruits in 
the winter season plays a vital role 
for human health as it contains im-
portant nutrients which are essential 
for human body said health expert 
Dr Asma Javed. Talking to a private 
news channel, nutritionist Dr Asma 
Javed said “almonds, walnuts, pista-
chio and all other dry fruits are full of 
fatty acids, fiber and protein which 
are required by our bodies, these 

dry fruits are considered healthy be-
cause they are rich in carbohydrates 
and minerals. “ Dr Asma further in-
formed that oil extracted from the 
walnuts are beneficial for skin, hairs 
and it is also a cure for the wrinkles 
and dark spots under eyelids and 
also vital for the glow of the face. She 
said dry fruits are a storehouse of fi-
ber, and amino acids, as it is useful 
for every age group. (APP)

MANSEHRA: Mansehra police 
during a massive operation against 
car lifters busted a gang of eight 
members involved in several inci-
dents of motorcycle theft and oth-
er major crimes in the district. The 
Additional SP Mansehra Arif Javed 
disclosed this while addressing a 
press conference at his office. While 
giving the details of the recovered 
items, Additional SP said that 11 
motorcycles, mobile phones, and 
jewelry, etc. that were stolen from 
the different parts of Mansehra city 
were recovered from the accused 
and today they would be produced 
in court for physical remand. He 
said that in addition to recovering 
11 stolen motorcycles from differ-
ent areas of the district, goods and 

cash, and other stolen items were 
recovered by the thieves those have 
broken the locks of shops from 
different places in city areas while 
motorcycles theft took place in 
Mansehra city and surrounding ar-
eas. Additional SP Mansehra Arif 
Javed said that the gang members 
used to steal motorcycles in front 
of mosques during prayer times. In 
order to stop the incidents of motor-
cycle theft and to trace the unknown 
suspects, DPO Mansehra Irfan Tariq 
started the process of strict check-
ing on the entrances and exits of 
the entire district and by starting a 
series of additional blockades and 
general hold-up of those entering 
and leaving the district, he added. 
(APP)

LAHORE: The delegation of PAF Air 
War College was informed on Mon-
day that WAPDA was executing the 
biggest-ever portfolio of develop-
ment projects in water and hydro-
power sectors worth Rs.2500 billion 
for water, food and energy security 
of Pakistan The delegation headed 
by Air Vice Marshal Hussain Ahmed 
Siddiqui during a visit to the WAPDA 
House was briefed about prospects 
and plans in the water and hydro-
power sectors, said a press release. 
The delegation was apprised that Di-
amer Basha Dam, Mohmand Dam, 
Kurram Tangi Dam, Nai Gaj Dam, 
Dasu and Tarbela 5th Extension 
Hydropower Project were to name 
a few. The under-construction proj-
ects were scheduled to be completed 
from 2023 to 2029 in a phased man-
ner. On completion of these projects, 
gross water storage capacity in the 

country would increase by 9.7 MAF, 
sufficient to irrigate 3.5 million acres 
of land. In addition, the hydel power 
generation capacity of WAPDA would 
also be doubled with an increase of 
9043 MW. Chairman WAPDA Lt Gen 
Sajjad Ghani (Retd) also participated 
in the briefing. Following the briefing, 
the chairman while responding to 
the questions, said that the water sit-
uation in Pakistan could only be im-
proved by constructing more dams, 
conserving water, adopting modern 
irrigation techniques and minimizing 
water evaporation losses. Economic 
rejuvenation was possible through 
the development of an agro-based 
economy in Pakistan. One more 
mega water reservoir after Diamer 
Basha Dam could bring a landmass, 
through which we could get econom-
ic benefit equivalent to US$ 10 billion 
per annum, he said. (APP)

SARGODHA: Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary education (BISE) Sar-
godha on Monday announced sec-
ond annual intermediate part second 
examination schedule 2022. Accord-
ing to Assistant Controller Examina-
tion (BISE) Kalsoom Bashir,the ex-
ams would start from December 1st. 

Private candidates would get their 
examination slips through board 
website www. bisesargodha.edu.pk. 
while the regular candidates would 
get their slips from their colleges,she 
added. ‘All arrangements regarding 
examination were finalized’,she con-
cluded.(APP)

PM lauds COAS Bajwa’s services for defence, geo-economics
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Monday lauded the 
services of the Chief of the Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa for the country, particularly 
in areas of defence, security and 
geo-economics. The prime minister 
expressed these views as the out-
going COAS, who is scheduled to 
retired on Tuesday, paid a farewell 
call on him here at the PM’s House. 
Prime Minister Sharif acknowl-
edged the role of army in eliminat-
ing the menace of terrorism from 
the soil of the country. “Under the 
leadership of General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, the army demonstrated ex-
emplary services in effectively deal-

ing with various challenges includ-
ing the country’s exclusion from 
the FATF (Financial Action Task 
Force) Grey List, COVID-19 pan-
demic and the recent flashfloods,” 
he said, according to the PM’s Of-
fice. Shehbaz Sharif said General 
Bajwa steered the country through 
difficult times pertaining to securi-
ty situation. Appreciating the role 

of General Bajwa with regard to the 
country’s geo-economics, the prime 
minister stressed that the political 
leadership needed to demonstrate 
collective wisdom and sign a char-
ter of economy to ensure economic 
stability. “You have the honour of 
leading the best army of the world,” 
the prime minister said in his con-
versation with the outgoing COAS, 
who will be handing over the baton 
of command to General Asim Mu-
nir tomorrow as the country’s next 
army chief. General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa thanked PM Sharif on his 
government’s cooperation in car-
rying out the national and official 
responsibilities. (APP)

12 criminals nabbed

WR announces  
gender awards

Two killed

11 test positive for dengue

SARGODHA: Sargodha police ar-
rested 12 criminals and recovered 
narcotics,weapons from their pos-
session. The teams of different 
police stations raided and nabbed 
12 criminals and recovered 13 pis-
tols,7 guns,9 repeaters, 3 Kalashnik-
oves,119 liters wine,344 grams hash-
ish and a number of bullets from 
them. The arrested accused were 
identified as Naeem,Tahir,Khalid, 
Jamshid, Jameel, Nabeel, Saleem, 
Waqas, Waqar, Shahid,Akhlaaq and 
Majeed. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: To ensure the repre-
sentation of women in workplaces, 
White Ribbon has announced an 
annual “Workplace Gender Inclu-
sion Awards” to celebrate and ac-
knowledge the best practices and 
policies of corporates that highlight 
gender justice and inclusion in their 
workforce. Talking to APP, Chief 
Executive Officer Umar Aftab said 
that women empowerment in the 
Pakistani corporate sector has be-
come an important tool for the de-
velopment of the country as almost 
half of the country’s population is 
women. He said the White Ribbon 
Awards would be presented annual-
ly to companies that use their posi-
tion to advocate for gender equality 
and take steps to advance women’s 
empowerment. He said a lot of work 
has been done to empower women 
in the corporate sector but there 
is still vast room for improvement.
(APP)

FAISALABAD: Two persons were 
killed, while 33 received injuries in 
four separate incidents during past 
24 hours in Faisalabad. Rescue 1122 
spokesman said here on Monday 
that a speedy dumper vehicle hit a 
woman pedestrian Bibi Rani (60) r/o 
Chak no.238 Awanwala near Mod-
el city Satiana Road and killed her 
on the spot. In another incident, Ali 
Abbas (21) r/o Layyah was burnt 
to death when he fell into the oven 
while preparing ‘chappati’ at a brick 
kiln near chak 240-GB. Separate-
ly,at least 13 people received injuries 
when a stage in sports ground,Gov-
ernment High school Dijkot,col-
lapsed.Among the victims included 
Khalid (31), Zeeshan Ali (24), Bilal 
(29), Ehsan Iqbal (27), Rizwan Ali 
(25), Ali Zafar, Abu Bakar Dogar, 
Qaim Din, Ateeq (25), Ali Raza (28), 
Muhammad Shahbaz, Bilal and Riz-
wan Ghaus.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: As many as 14 pa-
tients were admitted to three hos-
pitals of the city, out of which 11 
tested positive for the dengue virus. 
District Coordinator of Epidemics 
Prevention and Control (DCEPC), 
Dr Sajjad Mehmood Monday said 
that five patients each were ad-
mitted to Benazir Bhutto Hospital 
(BBH), and District Headquarters 
Hospital, while four to the Holy 
Family Hospital. He added that of 
the total admitted patients eight 
belonged to Rawalpindi, two from 
Attock and one of each from Is-
lamabad, Haripur, Karachi east and 
Muzaffarabad. Dr Sajjad informed 
that one more case was reported in 
the district during the last 24 hours, 
raising the tally of confirmed cases 
to 4,743. (APP)
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Rupee continues to  
slip up against US dollar

Gold dips as dollar gains

Rouble stocks down

KARACHI: Pakistani rupee contin-
ued to experience trouble for the 
fourth consecutive day, extend-
ing losses by another 37 paisas on 
Monday morning. The value of the 
rupee registered a marginal decline 
of two paisas against the US dollar 
on Friday, depreciating to Rs223.94 
during intraday trading in the inter-
bank market. On Thursday, the ru-
pee saw losses of around 11 paisas 
to Rs223.92 against the greenback. 
The rupee started declining against 
the US dollar on Wednesday, after 
experiencing a brief upswing on 
Tuesday. By contrast, on Tuesday, 
the interbank market saw the rupee 
extending gains by 0.11% to rise to 
Rs223.42, putting an end to the US 
dollar’s seven-day winning streak. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: Gold prices slipped on 
Monday, as the dollar strengthened 
on safe-haven demand triggered by 
protests in several Chinese cities 
over the country’s strict COVID-19 
restrictions. Spot gold was down 
0.4% at $1,749.00 per ounce, as 
of 0314 GMT. US gold futures fell 
0.2% to $1,749.90. The dollar index 
was up 0.4%, making the green-
back-priced bullion more expensive 
for buyers holding other currencies. 
“Gold prices have been tracking the 
US dollar’s moves closely, and in-
creased uncertainty from the grow-
ing unrest in China seems to be un-
derpinning the dollar this morning,” 
said IG market strategist Yeap Jun 
Rong. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Russian rouble and 
stocks followed global oil prices lower 
at the start of trading on Monday, with 
rising COVID cases in China weighing 
on markets. At 0713 GMT, the rouble 
had lost 0.4% against the dollar at 60.75 
and was flat against the euro, trading 
at 62.94 versus the euro. In recent ses-
sions the currency has been supported 
by a month-end tax period that sees 
Russian exporters convert their foreign 
currency earnings into roubles to pay 
local tax liabilities. But any demand 
for the currency was being outweighed 
by a negative global outlook in trading 
on Monday morning. Brent crude oil, 
a global benchmark for Russia’s main 
export, was down by 2.6% at $81.01 a 
barrel. (Agencies)

Stocks, oil skid as China’s Covid protests roil sentiment

Govt exploring business opportunities for leather sector in Indonesia

Rising prices force Germans to change shopping habits – survey

SYDNEY: Stocks and oil slid sharply 
on Monday as rare protests in major 
Chinese cities against the country’s 
strict zero-Covid curbs raised wor-
ries about the management of the 
virus in the world’s second-largest 
economy. MSCI’s broadest index 
of Asia-Pacific shares outside Ja-
pan slumped 2.2%, pulled lower 
by heavy selling in Chinese mar-
kets. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng In-
dex shed 4.16%, China’s CSI300 
Index declined 2.22% and the yuan 
fell in morning trade. “The market 

does not like uncertainties that are 
difficult to price and the China pro-
tests clearly fall into this category. It 
means investors will become more 
risk-averse,” Gary Ng, Natixis econ-
omist in Hong Kong told Reuters. 
“The China-linked markets across 
Asia, such as Australia, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and Korea, are more likely 
to see a larger impact.” Australia’s 
benchmark stock index lost 0.56% 
while its currency was off more than 
1%. Japan’s Nikkei stock index was 
down 0.76%. South Korea’s KOSPI 

200 index retreated 1.35% in ear-
ly trade and New Zealand’s S&P/
NZX50 Index was off 0.42%. S&P 
500 and Nasdaq futures both fell, 
pointing to possible declines in Wall 
Street later in the day. The bigger 
worries about China’s Covid poli-
cies dwarfed any support to investor 
sentiment from the central bank’s 
25 basis point cut to the reserve re-
quirement ratio (RRR) announced 
on Friday, which frees up about 
US$70 billion in liquidity to prop up 
a faltering economy. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: In order to explore 
business opportunities for leather 
sector the Minister of industries and 
production, Muhammad Alamgir 
along with representatives of the 
leather sector on Sunday left for In-
donesia, a press release issued on 
Sunday showed. The delegation is 
arranged by the National Productiv-
ity organization (NPO), and the del-
egation is comprised of leather man-
ufacturers (tanners), representatives 
of leather garments and footwear, 

industrial trade bodies, and training 
institutes. Moreover, this visit is fully 
sponsored by Asian Productivity Or-
ganization(APO) Japan along with 
partial funding from WWF Pakistan 
The representatives of trade associ-
ations (STGAL, PLGMEA, PGMEA) 
comprising the delegation will be 
able to develop better linkage and 
communication in Indonesia and 
exchange information on new tech-
niques and technologies in leather 
tanning. “Pakistan needs to learn 

from the Indonesian leather model 
and benchmarks in order to promote 
leather product exports of Pakistan”, 
it added. Furthermore, the knowl-
edge and information gained from 
Indonesia will help Pakistani leather 
manufacturers (tanners) with bench-
mark models of productivity and re-
source management in the domain 
of input raw material, energy, water, 
and waste and transform layouts of 
local tanneries to international stan-
dards. (Agencies)

BERLIN: A growing number of 
Germans are being forced to cut 
their spending due to inflation and 
soaring energy costs, a survey by 
consumer behavior and market re-
search group NielsenIQ shows. The 
results indicate 52% of German 
consumers only buy basic-needs 
products, while some 30% answered 
they were shopping less altogether. 
Around 44% said they now avoid 
products “that are fun and luxury,” 
and one in three are trying to reduce 

restaurant visits, opting instead for 
cooking at home. Only 10% of those 
polled said price increases had no 
effect on their shopping habits, and 
those responses came mostly from 
people with higher wages. The sur-
vey was conducted among 10,000 
consumers. “It’s telling that more 
and more people seem to be won-
dering what they can do without and 
then actually do so,” NielsenIQ ex-
pert Lothar Steiblin said, comment-
ing on the survey’s findings. He 

noted that consumers were resort-
ing to cost saving strategies more 
often, such as comparing prices and 
seeking out special offers, as well 
as switching to cheaper products 
and buying more frequently from 
discounters. Some survey takers 
said they had started to change their 
shopping preferences completely, 
buying margarine instead of butter, 
using tap water instead of bottled 
mineral water and even dispensing 
with deodorants. (Agencies)

UK to launch billion-pound home insulation program

Pak delegation leaves for Russia to discuss oil, gas

Amazon to lessen India businesses amid global cuts

Brazilian exports to Arab world exceed $14b

Gazprom to preserve Nord Stream  
gas-pumping equipment

S. Korea asks state-owned companies  
to cut bond issuance

Pakistan rebuts reports of stopping payments to Google

Greek cheesemakers brought low by inflation

LONDON: Britain’s government 
intends to make £1 billion (US$1.2 
billion) of public funding for home 
insulation projects from early next 
year, widening access to assis-
tance previously only available to 
poorer households. The govern-
ment said the proposed scheme 
would run from early 2023 un-
til March 2026 and help meet a 
recent target to reduce energy 
consumption by 15% by 2030.  
“Our new ECO+ scheme will help 
hundreds of thousands of people 
across the UK to better insulate their 
homes to reduce consumption, with 
the added benefit of saving families 
hundreds of pounds each year,” fi-
nance minister Jeremy Hunt said in 

a statement on Monday. Britain is 
currently facing its biggest squeeze 
on living standards on record, ac-
cording to government forecasters, 
driven largely by a surge in ener-
gy costs since Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine pushed up natural gas 
prices across Europe. Government 
subsidies for household energy 
bills are already forecast to cost 
£25 billion this financial year and 
£13 billion in 2023/24. Business and 
energy secretary Grant Shapps said 
the insulation programme would 
help make Britain less reliant on 
imported energy. Existing insula-
tion subsidies are targeted towards 
people in social housing or who are 
on low incomes. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Minister of state for 
Petroleum Musadik Malik and the 
petroleum secretary have flown to 
Russia to hold discussions on oil and 
gas, a person familiar with the mat-
ter said on Monday on condition of 
anonymity. Malik didn’t immediately 
respond to a request for comment. 
Earlier, Federal Minister for Finance 
Ishaq Dar had said that the delega-
tion will look to negotiate a potential 
oil deal with Moscow. “We should 
pray that the visit is successful and 
the government manages to secure a 
deal on favourable terms and condi-
tions,” he said during an interview on 
24 News on Friday night. Purchase 
of Russian crude at cheaper rates has 
become a hot topic in recent months 

as prices of energy commodities 
have increased significantly. This has 
been painful, especially for develop-
ing economies like Pakistan, which 
rely heavily on petroleum imports 
to meet their energy needs. As per 
data provided by the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP), Pakistan imported 
petroleum products worth $7.547 bil-
lion during the first four months of 
the ongoing fiscal year. Earlier, ad-
dressing a gathering in Dubai on No-
vember 13, Dar had said Islamabad 
aimed to sign an import deal with 
Moscow on terms similar to New 
Delhi’s. He said that the US had been 
told that Pakistan could buy oil from 
Russian because India was doing the 
same. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Amazon.com Inc. will 
wind down parts of its Indian opera-
tions, showing that even the crucial 
growth market with 1.4 billion con-
sumers isn’t immune to Chief Execu-
tive Officer Andy Jassy’s cost-reduc-
tion campaign. The company said it 
is exiting meal deliveries as well as 
a service providing bulk doorstep 
deliveries of packaged consumer 
goods to small businesses. The ex-
its will involve layoffs of just sev-
eral hundred out of a workforce of 
thousands, leaving Amazon relying 
on its core offerings such as online 
retail in the country, according to 
a person familiar with the matter. 

Jassy is reducing expenses and 
jobs around the world amid slowing 
growth in several areas of Amazon’s 
business. In India, the pullback un-
derscores Amazon’s struggles in 
one of the world’s fastest growing 
e-commerce markets, where it’s 
facing regulatory heat and compe-
tition from homegrown conglom-
erates Reliance Industries Ltd. and 
Tata Group as well as Walmart Inc.’s 
Flipkart. After plowing billions of 
dollars in everything from grocery 
delivery to payments in India during 
the past decade, the company has 
failed to achieve the sort of dom-
inance it enjoys in markets such 
as the US. Several projects in beta 
testing are also likely to be shelved, 
said the person, who asked not to be 
named discussing internal delibera-
tions. (Agencies)

BRASÍLIA: The Arab Brazilian 
Chamber of Commerce (ABCC) has 
announced an annual increase of 
25.71% in Brazilian exports to the 
Arab countries during the first ten 
months (10M) of 2022 at $14.47 
billion from $11.51 billion. Brazil-
ian exports to the UAE surged by 
46.53% during the January-Octo-
ber 2022 period to $2.57 billion, 
compared to $1.76 billion during 
the January-October 2021 period, 
according to an official statement. 
In the meantime, exports to Saudi 
Arabia grew by 39.13% in 10M-22 
to $2.38 billion from $1.71 billion in 
10M-21. In like manner, Qatar reg-
istered a hike of 41.63% to $339.05 
million between January and Octo-

ber of 2022, compared to $239.39 
million in the prior-year period, 
whilst Kuwait saw a growth of 
69.37% to $263.50 million in 2022 
from $155.58 million in 2021, and 
Egypt witnessed a surge of 72.13% 
to $2.27 billion from $1.32 billion. 
The trade balance between Brazil 
and Arab countries remains pos-
itive during the January-October 
2022 period, reflecting the robust 
trade relations between the coun-
tries, said Osmar Chohfi, President 
of ABCC. Over the coming months, 
an additional increase in regional 
demand for Brazilian products is 
expected thanks to many factors, 
including a boost in tourism, he 
added. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s Gazprom plans to 
preserve gas pumping equipment at 
the Portovaya and Slavyanskaya com-
pressor stations that supply the Nord 
Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 pipelines, 
the Kommersant newspaper reported 

on Monday, citing sources. According 
to Kommersant, Gazprom plans to 
keep the equipment at the stations and 
not move it to other sites. Kommersant 
said Gazprom declined to comment on 
its report. Neither of the Nord Stream 
pipelines, laid on the bed of the Baltic 
Sea from Russia to Germany, are cur-
rently transporting gas. Nord Stream 
1 was shut down for repairs on Aug 
31 and never restarted, while Nord 
Stream 2 was never launched after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Both 
lines were then damaged in what Eu-
ropean authorities have called an act 
of sabotage. (Agencies)

SEOUL: The South Korean gov-
ernment said Monday it has asked 
state-run companies with high 
credit ratings such as Korea Elec-
tric Power and Korea Gas to reduce 
their bond issuance, amid criticism 
they are absorbing too much mon-
ey in the corporate debt market. 
The finance ministry announce-
ment comes as the country’s pri-
vate companies and financial firms 
have struggled to raise money in 
the bond market over the last few 

months and as financial authori-
ties move to help them raise more 
funds. Analysts say Gangwon Prov-
ince near Seoul triggered volatility 
in credit markets in September by 
refusing to repay some 200 billion 
won (US$149 million) of debt of a 
developer it owned. Surprised by 
the market reaction, Gangwon gov-
ernor Kim Jin-tae reversed course, 
promising to repay the debt by Dec 
15, though it was too late to calm 
investor jitters. (Agencies)

- Muhammad Umair Zeb
ISLAMABAD: State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) on Saturday strongly rebutted 
the reports that it has stopped the pay-
ments to Google. Certain media has 
reported that Google PlayStore would 
not be available from December 01, 
2022 due to the central bank had 
stopped payment to Google apps. The 
SBP in a statement said recent news 
circulating in some sections of the me-
dia that certain payments to Google 
are stuck at SBP, are baseless and mis-
leading. “SBP strongly refutes all such 
assertions.” The fact is that in order 
to facilitate the domestic entities, SBP 
specified certain Information Tech-
nology (IT) related services, which 
such entities can acquire from abroad 
for their own use and make foreign 
exchange payments there against up 
to $ 100,000 per invoice. Such services 
include, Satellite Transponder, Inter-
national Bandwidth/ Internet/ Private 
Line Services, Software License/Main-
tenance/Support, and service to use 
electronic media and databases. En-
tities desirous of utilizing this option 
designate a bank, which is approved 

by SBP one time. Subsequently, af-
ter designation, such payments can 
be processed through the designated 
bank, without any further regulato-
ry approval. However, during recent 
off-site reviews, it was observed that 
in addition to utilizing the aforesaid 
mechanism to remit funds for IT relat-
ed services for their own use, Telcos 
were remitting bulk of the funds for 
video gaming, entertainment content, 
etc. purchased by their customers us-
ing airtime, under Direct Carrier Bill-
ing (DCB). Therefore, in view of the 
violation of foreign exchange regu-
lations, SBP revoked the designation 
of banks of Telcos for such payments. 
However, to facilitate their legitimate 
IT related payments, Telcos have been 
advised through their banks to resub-
mit their requests. If any entity, includ-
ing a telco, intends to operate as an in-
termediary/payment aggregator and 
such arrangement involves outflow of 
foreign exchange, it has to approach 
SBP, separately through its bank, for 
seeking special permission for provid-
ing such services under the FER Act, 
1947.(Agencies)

ATHENS: Inflation in Greece rose to 
12 percent in September before drop-
ping to 9.1 percent in October.  Even 
though the government announced 
nearly 280 million euros in support 
benefits for young farmers earlier 
this year, there is still heavy pressure 
on the country’s agricultural sector 
which employs 11 percent of the 
workforce. “Last year, a bag of feed 
cost 14 euros. This year it’s 21 euros. 
Gasoline has skyrocketed to 2.30 
euros per litre at the moment,” said 
farmer Yannis Karganis. Throughout 
the country, social pressure is rising 

in the face of soaring energy prices.  
In November, a general strike on the 
issue paralysed Greece. Dimitris Ka-
pounis, head of the union of Naxos 
agricultural cooperatives, warns that 
if nothing changes “in the medium 
term, there will be no more milk on 
the Greek market, no meat, potatoes, 
or anything else.” Naxos graviera 
-- made from 80 percent cow’s milk 
and 20 percent sheep or goat’s milk 
-- is one of Greece’s most popular 
cheeses.  The Greeks like it sprinkled 
on pasta, fried or as a table cheese. 
But even carrying the vaunted Euro-
pean Protected Designation of Ori-
gin label, and exporting to a dozen 
countries including the United States 
and Germany, hasn’t helped stem the 
slide in output as costs ramp up. This 
year, the usual annual production 
of more than 1,250 tons has already 
fallen by 130 tons, the cooperative 
said. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Some of the people around 
you may seem a bit glum as the new 
week begins but you will be full of the 
joys of spring, even though it’s No-
vember. The Sun in your fellow Fire 
sign of Sagittarius guarantees you 
will find ways to have fun.
– TAURUS: Don’t let other people’s 
negativity get the week off to a bad 
start. Ignore what they say and do and 
follow your own path, even though 
you may not yet be able to see where 
it will lead you. It WILL be a place you 
want to go.
– GEMINI: If you don’t feel like mak-
ing an effort today then ease off and 
let others take care of the details. 
It may be a Monday but there is no 
cosmic law that says you have to put 
your nose to the grindstone. A more 
relaxed approach is a must.
– CANCER: Stop looking back and 
wondering what might have been if 
you had only done this or you had 
only done that. You are where you are 
and all you can do is make the best of 
your current situation. Compared to 
most people you’ve got it good.
– LEO: It might be a smart move to 
keep your thoughts to yourself to-
day. The more others push you to 
give your opinion about what’s going 
on the more you should keep your 
thoughts to yourself. Why stir things 

up when you don’t have to?
– VIRGO: Employers and other im-
portant people will demand a lot from 
you as the new week begins, which 
you won’t mind, but they will also 
change their minds a lot, which you 
will mind very much. Try not to let 
their indecision get to you.
– LIBRA: You may be in the mood to 
do something outrageous as the week 
begins but the planets warn if you go 
too far you could turn people against 
you. Be different by all means but 
don’t be so different that others won-
der if you’re becoming eccentric.
– SCORPIO: You must not let your 
imagination run away with you today, 
because if you start seeing plots and 
conspiracies in all directions there 
is no telling where it might end. Re-
member, the simplest explanation is 
usually the best, whether or not you 
like it.
– SAGITTARIUS: You will do some-
thing over the next 24 hours that you 
know some people won’t approve of 
but that makes it all the more fun. At 
this time of year, with the Sun in your 
sign, you enjoy being the one who 
stirs things up a bit.
– CAPRICORN: Saturn, your ruler, 
linked to Mars today means you will 
get through routine matters with ease, 
but as Mars is still moving retrograde 
you must make sure you don’t make 
any silly mistakes. Get it right the first 
time, even if it takes a bit more effort.
– ACQUARIUS: Why do so many peo-
ple seem so stupid nowadays? What-
ever the reason, their stupidity is like-
ly to reach new heights over the next 
few days, so watch who you trust and 
try to avoid people you just know are 
going to attract some kind of trouble.
– PISCES: Don’t waste time trying to 
reason with people who clearly don’t 
have a common sense bone in their 
body. Some people will always make 
poor choices and there is nothing you 
can do about it. What you can do, and 
must do, is shield yourself from their 
mistakes.
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Costa Rica ‘still alive’ at World Cup after late winner over Japan

Pakistan beat India to clinch Asian Cup Youth Scrabble C’ship

Eagles beat Packers as Rodgers exits, Bengals topple Titans

Arshad wins gold as Army, WAPDA dominate National Athletics C’ship

DOHA: Luis Fernando Suarez said 
his Costa Rica team were “still very 
much alive” at the World Cup after a 
1-0 win over Japan on Sunday blew 
Group E wide open -- and handed a 
potential lifeline to Germany. Japan, 
who shocked four-time champions 
Germany 2-1 in their opener in Qa-
tar, would have taken a giant stride 
towards the last 16 with a win. In-
stead they laboured in the first half 
against a Costa Rica side who were 
hammered 7-0 by Spain, then de-
fender Keysher Fuller scored in the 

81st minute with a deflected strike 
on the counterattack. It was Cos-
ta Rica s first shot on target at this 
World Cup and left them, leaders 
Spain and Japan all on three points. 
Spain face Germany later Sunday in 

a group widely seen as the tough-
est at the tournament. “These play-
ers did amazing things today. I will 
not talk about technique or tactics. 
Today I need to value and appreci-
ate what they have done to get this 
win,” said Suarez, whose side meets 
Germany on Thursday. “We weren t 
dead yesterday and now we are still 
very much alive. Nobody can forget 
about us yet so we can still dream. 
“People thought we were already 
out but we are in this together.” 
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Defending Pakistani 
scrabble star Hisham Hadi Khan be-
came the Asian Champion yet again 
after beating his Indian opponent 
in the Youth Scrabble Champion-
ship held in Delhi, India. Hisham 
successfully defended the champi-
onship by defeating India’s Madhav 
Gopal Kamath. He took the lead 
from the second day of play with a 
two-day score of 1420. In the team 

championship, Pakistan’s Monis 
Khan also made the highest individ-

ual score of 760 against the Malay-
sian foe. It must be noted here that 
60 players from eleven countries 
clashed in the Asian Champion-
ship. Pakistan had six players in the 
top ten. Hisham stood first, India’s 
Madhav Gopal Kamath was sec-
ond, and Affan Salman was third. 
Monis Khan won the U-16 title, 
and Ahmed Salman won the U-12. 
(Agencies)

FRANCE: Jalen Hurts and the Phil-
adelphia Eagles ran over Green 
Bay on Sunday, knocking Packers 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers out 
in the third quarter of a 40-33 NFL 
victory. The Eagles improved their 
NFL-best record to 10-1 while the 
Packers, their playoff ambitions 
in tatters, fell to 4-8. “We got the 
GOAT!” Eagles quarterback Hurts 
said in a post-game television inter-
view, though he was quick to wish 
four-time NFL Most Valuable Player 
Rodgers a speedy recovery. Rodgers, 
already nursing a broken thumb, 
said he suffered a rib injury in the 

first half, which was aggravated in 
the third quarter apparently when 
he absorbed one of three sacks on 
the night. “I was just having a hard 
time breathing and rotating my 
upper body,” Rodgers said. “I was 
worried about a punctured lung as 
well, so I wanted to get that checked 
out. I’ll get a scan tomorrow.” 
Rodgers said his lung was fine, and 
despite “intense” pain he envisioned 
playing next weekend “as long as I 
check out OK tomorrow.” The Pack-
ers had trimmed the deficit to 34-
23 with a field goal before Rodgers 
departed. Backup Jordan Love con-

nected with Christian Watson for a 
63-yard touchdown and authored a 
field goal drive, but it wasn’t enough 
against the formidable Eagles of-
fense. Hurts piled on 310 total yards, 
completing 16 of 28 passes for two 
touchdowns. His 157 rushing yards 
set the Eagles’ single-game record 
for a quarterback as the team gained 
a whopping 363 yards on the ground. 
Hurts connected with Quez Watkins 
for a 30-yard touchdown to make it 
27-20 at halftime, and pushed the 
lead to 34-20 midway through the 
third with a six-yard scoring pass to 
A.J. Brown. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Olympian Arshad Na-
deem won the gold medal in a jave-
lin throw event during the three-day 
competition of the 50th National Ath-
letics Championship in Lahore. Paki-
stan Army was declared the winner 
in the men’s competition while WAP-
DA was declared the winner in the 
women’s competition. As expected, 

Arshad secured a throw of 81.21 me-
ters to claim the medal, while Army’s 
Mohammad Abrar secured the sec-
ond position. Meanwhile, in 200 me-
tre race, Shajar Abbas won the gold 
medal in the men’s category, while 
Tameen Khan secured the top po-
sition in the women’s category. The 
two sprinters also won gold medals 

in the 100m sprint and were named 
the fastest athletes in Pakistan. 
In the men’s events, Army won four-
teen gold, eleven silver, and eight 
bronze medals to clinch the first 
position with 428 points. More-
over, WAPDA won seven gold, five 
silver, and seven bronze medals.  
(Agencies)

Canada beat Australia to win first Davis Cup title

Tehran protests after US football body posts 
modified Iran flag

New Mexico beats Northern Colorado 98-74

Political foes Iran, US ready for World Cup battle

FG/Din Polo win title of Aibak Polo Cup 2022

World number three Smith wins Australian PGA C’ship

MALAGA: Felix Auger-Aliassime 
sealed tennis history for Canada as 
they won their first Davis Cup title 
by beating Australia 2-0 in Sunday’s 
final in Malaga. The world number 
six eased past Alex De Minaur 6-3, 
6-4 to give Canada the trophy at the 
expense of 28-time winners Austra-
lia. Earlier Denis Shapovalov gave 
Canada, beaten finalists in 2019 to 
Spain, the first point with a 6-2, 6-4 
win over Thanasi Kokkinakis. Cana-
da had come a long way since they 
were eliminated in qualifying by the 
Netherlands back in March before 
being handed a wild card into the 

finals after the exclusion of Russia 
and Belarus following the invasion 
of Ukraine. Canada then finished 
second in Group B behind Spain in 
September, before eliminating Ger-
many in the quarter-finals (2-1) and 
Italy in the semi-finals (2-1) earlier 
this week. (Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran s football federation 
protested Sunday against US Soccer 
s removal of the word Allah from 
the Islamic republic s flag on social 
media posts ahead of an upcoming 
game between the arch-foes. In a 
highly politically charged match, 
Iran face the United States in their fi-
nal Group B game on Tuesday, when 
a win would put them through to the 
last 16. Iran has seen more than two 
months of demonstrations sparked 
by the death in custody of 22-year-
old Kurdish-Iranian woman Mahsa 
Amini. She had been arrested for an 
alleged breach of the country s strict 
dress code for women. “In an unpro-
fessional act, the Instagram page of 
the US football federation removed 

the Allah symbol from the Iranian 
flag,” state news agency IRNA said. 
“The Iran Football Federation sent 
an email to FIFA (football s world 
governing body) to demand it issue 
a serious warning to the US federa-
tion,” it added. The Islamic republic 
s flag consists of three horizontal 
bands in red, white and green with 
the word Allah appearing in stylised 
script in the middle. (Agencies)

ALBUQUERQUE: Morris Udeze 
scored 33 points as New Mexico beat 
Northern Colorado 98-74 on Sunday 
night. Udeze also contributed 14 re-
bounds for the Lobos (6-0). Jaelen 
House added 22 points while shoot-
ing 7 for 12 (3 for 6 from 3-point 
range) and 5 of 5 from the free throw 
line, and he also had four steals. Ja-
mal Mashburn Jr. recorded 15 points 
and finished 7 of 13 from the field. It 

was the sixth straight win for the Lo-
bos. Dalton Knecht finished with 29 
points and 11 rebounds for the Bears 
(3-5). Riley Abercrombie added 14 
points for Northern Colorado. Caleb 
Shaw also had 12 points. “The Iran 
Football Federation sent an email 
to FIFA (football s world governing 
body) to demand it issue a serious 
warning to the US federation,” it 
added. (Agencies)

DOHA: Twenty-four years after 
their first World Cup meeting billed 
as the “Mother of all football match-
es”, Iran and the United States face 
off in a politically-charged show-
down on Tuesday with a place in the 
knockout rounds up for grabs. De-
cades of mutual enmity between the 
arch geopolitical foes is the back-
drop to what promises to be a white-
hot sporting occasion at Doha s Al 
Thumama Stadium. In the context 
of the tournament, the stakes are 
simple -- a win for either team se-
cures a place in the last 16 while de-
feat will guarantee elimination. But 
the wider significance of the Group 
B contest is less clear-cut. The Unit-
ed States and Iran have been bitter 

ideological enemies for more than 
four decades, severing diplomat-
ic relations after the 1979 Islam-
ic Revolution. Quite what bearing 
that has on a 90-minute World Cup 
football match involving 22 players 
remains to be seen. United States 
coach Gregg Berhalter has been at 
pains to dampen down suggestions 
that the game carries a political di-
mension. ”I envision the game being 
hotly contested for the fact that both 
teams want to advance to the next 
round -– not because of politics or 
because of relations between our 
countries,” Berhalter said. “We re 
soccer players and we re going to 
compete and they re going to com-
pete and that s it.” (Agencies)

LAHORE: FG/Din Polo outpaced 
Newage Cables/Master Paints by 
9-5 to win the title of the two-week 
Coca-Cola Aibak Polo Cup 2022 
that concluded here at Lahore Polo 
Club on Sunday. Both the teams 
played superb polo and gave tough 
time to each other, but FG/Din Polo 
dominated the last two chukkers 
and managed to take a huge lead, 
which helped them win the title 
clash comfortably by 9-5. Argen-
tinean player Tomas Marin More-
no stole the show by displaying 
high-quality mallet and polo pony 
work and firing in fabulous five 
goals for the winning side. Shah 
Shamyl Alam also played well and 

banged in a brace while Farhad Mu-
hammad Shaikh and Mian Abbas 
Mukhtar contributed with one goal 
apiece. For the losing side, Juan 
Cruz Greguol pumped in all the 
five goals. Earlier in the subsidiary 
final, Remington Pharma outlast-
ed Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo Steel 
7-4. For Remington Pharma, Ham-
za Nawaz Khan emerged as hero 
of the day as he smashed in superb 
five goals while Ahmed Zubair Butt 
converted a beautiful brace. For 
Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo Steel, 
Osman Aziz Anwar, Omer Asjad 
Malhi, Mir Huzaifa Ahmed and 
Nicolas Antinori scored one goal 
each. (Agencies)

BRISBANE: World number three 
and reigning British Open champi-
on Cameron Smith overcame a fi-
nal round challenge and electrical 
storms to win the Australian PGA 
Championships for a third time Sun-
day by three strokes. The 29-year-
old was back on home soil after 
three Covid-impacted years away, 
with his presence helping draw 
the biggest galleries to the Royal 
Queensland Golf Club in Brisbane 
since the 1980s. He didn’t disappoint 
the fans, firing a final round 68 to 
end on 14-under 270, seeing off the 
challenge of Japan’s Ryo Hisatsune 

(65) and Australian Jason Scrivener 
(67) who both tied for second at the 
DP World Tour-sanctioned event. 
“It’s awesome mate, I really didn’t 
think I had it in me this week to be 
honest,” said Smith. “The start of 
the week was a little bit scratchy, 
but my game got better and better 
as the week went on other than the 
front nine today.” Smith defected to 
the Saudi-backed LIV circuit and is 
banned from playing on the US PGA 
Tour, but is allowed to tee off in DP 
World Tour events in his homeland 
as a full member of the PGA Tour of 
Australasia.(Agencies)

Shan Masood to get 
married early next year

Holdener, Larsson 
share victory

KARACHI: Pakistan top-order bat-
ter Shan Masood is set to get mar-
ried on January 21, 2023. According 
to details, the 33-year-old Masood 
will tie the knot with Peshawar-born 
Meeshay Khan. The left-hander is 
the son of famous banker Mansoor 
Masood Khan, meanwhile his uncle 
Waqar Masood Khan served as ad-
visor to former Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan on revenue and finance in 
the capacity of a Minister of State in 
Cabinet. The Kuwait-born has fea-
tured in 25 Tests, five ODIs and 19 
T20Is over the course of his career 
for Pakistan, while accumulating 
nearly 2000 runs. He made his Test 
debut against South Africa in 2013, 
whereas he was handed the interna-
tional cap in ODIs and T20Is in 2019 
and 2022 respectively. Masood also 
has vast experience in first-class 
cricket with over 9000 runs in 144 
matches. (Agencies)

BERN: Wendy Holdener of Switzer-
land tied for first place with Anna 
Swenn-Larsson of Sweden in the 
women’s slalom World Cup race at 
Killington on Sunday. Switzerland’s 
Wendy Holdener and Sweden’s 
Anna Swenn-Larsson shared victo-
ry on Sunday in a dramatic women’s 
World Cup slalom after they both 
crossed the finish line in 1:42.97. 
American Mikaela Shiffrin, who 
had won on the Vermont slope on 
all five occasions she has competed, 
finished in fifth place 0.59 seconds 
behind the tied pair -- both first time 
World Cup winners in slalom. The 
course began to break up during 
the second run leading to some slow 
times for many of the contenders. 
Austria’s Katharina Truppe was 
third, 0.22 seconds off the winning 
pace while Olympic slalom cham-
pion Petra Vlhova of Slovakia was 
fourth.(Agencies)
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SYDNEY: A former US military pilot 
has been placed under “extreme” re-
strictions inside an Australian prison 
while fighting a secretive extradition 
battle with the Department of Jus-
tice in Washington, his lawyer said 
following a court hearing Monday. 
Ex-Marine Daniel Edmund Duggan 
was arrested in New South Wales on 
October 21, the same week Britain 
and Australia issued unusually can-
did warnings about China’s attempts 
to recruit retired military pilots. Dug-
gan, 54, lived and worked in China 
for about five years before his arrest, 
corporate records showed, although 
the details of his alleged offences 
have been sealed by the US govern-
ment. Defence lawyer Dennis Miralis 
said Duggan — an Australian citizen 
— had been classified as an “extreme 
high-risk restricted inmate” inside a 
maximum-security facility in Syd-

ney, and had been denied access to 
writing materials and medical treat-
ment. “He’s presently not even able 
to access pens for the purposes of 
writing the nature of his complaint,” 
Miralis told the court. “This is un-
precedented to have an Australian 
citizen placed on the most strict 
inmate restrictions, akin to people 
convicted of terrorist offences,” he 
later told reporters outside. Miralis 
suggested outside court that “for-
eign interference” by the US govern-
ment could explain the treatment.  
(Agencies)
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Dome-like structures removed from Indian bus stop for ‘resembling a mosque’
MYSURU: Civic authorities in the 
south India city of Mysuru removed 
two domes from a bus stop, twelve 
days after a local Bharatiya Janata 
Party MP claimed that the struc-
tures looked like a mosque, The In-
dian Express reported. Also called 
as Mysore, the city is located in the 
country’s southwestern Karnataka 
state. The domes were located on 
the Nanjangud/Ooty National High-
way bus stop. The earlier design 
had three domes that were painted 
golden. Now, only the central dome 
has been retained and painted red. 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP 
from Mysuru-Kodagu constituency 

Pratap Simha had told authorities to 
demolish the structures within three 
days, failing which he would bring 
them down himself with a bulldozer. 
However, BJP MLA SA Ramadass 
had claimed that the domes were 
modelled on the Mysuru Palace and 
were designed to conserve the city’s 
heritage. Ramadass is the MLA from 

the Krishnaraja Assembly constit-
uency, within which the bus stop is 
located.  On Sunday, Simha thanked 
Ramadass for getting the dome-like 
structures removed, The Times of In-
dia reported. “If there is a big dome 
in the middle and two smaller domes 
next to each other, it is a mosque,” 
he said. “Thanks to the DC [Deputy 
Commissioner] who asked for time 
and kept his word and to Ramdas 
ji who understood the reality and 
bowed to the public opinion.” Mean-
while, Ramadass said that unneces-
sary communalisation of the matter 
had hurt him, according to The Indi-
an Express. (Agencies)

Belgian rail workers  
to strike next week

Germans don’t want  
a return of Merkel: Poll

Iran rejects UN probe 
into protests 

Landslide kills 11 
in Cameroon

Strike brings trains to 
standstill across Austria

China set to launch 
Shenzhou-15 Spacecraft

2 rescued from plane 
crash near Washington

BRUSSELS: Rail workers in Bel-
gium are to strike over several days 
in the coming week as part of a 
union-led campaign for greater gov-
ernment investment in the network. 
One train in four on average will 
run on Tuesday because of the ac-
tion, called by the main rail unions, 
Belgium’s rail operator the SNCB 
said in a statement. The action will 
start late Monday from 2000 GMT. 
Services in some regions will be 
completely halted according to me-
dia reports. A 48-hour strike by train 
drivers on Wednesday and Thursday 
will further disrupt services. Rail 
workers in Belgium have regularly 
denounced their worsening work-
ing conditions and called for greater 
government investment. (Agencies)

BERLIN: The vast majority of Ger-
mans do not want former German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel to be-
come chancellor again, German 
public broadcaster Deutsche Welle 
reported, citing the latest Civey in-
stitute poll. Specifically, 71 percent 
reject a return of Merkel, while 23 
percent of respondents would like 
to see the veteran politician at the 
helm of Germany again. Merkel was 
chancellor of Germany for 16 years, 
but did not participate in last year’s 
elections. The former chancellor 
announced in 2018 that she would 
retire once her mandate expired. 
The 68-year-old former chancellor 
is currently spending her retirement 
years giving lectures and writing 
her political memoirs. Although 
the poll shows that Germans do not 
want another Merkel era, they do 
not have a negative opinion of the 
former chancellor. Forty-three per-
cent of respondents said the former 
leader of the Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) did a better job than 
current Social Democrat Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, with whom only 41 per-
cent of respondents were satisfied. 
(Agencies)

DUBAI: Iran will reject a newly-ap-
pointed independent U.N. investi-
gation into the country’s repression 
of anti-government protests, the 
foreign ministry said on Monday, 
as demonstrations showed no sign 
of abating. “Iran will have no coop-
eration with the political committee 
formed by the U.N. Rights Council,” 
ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani 
said. The U.N. Rights Council voted 
on Thursday to appoint a probe into 
Iran’s deadly crackdown on protests. 
Volker Turk, the U.N. rights commis-
sioner, had earlier demanded that 
Iran end its “disproportionate” use 
of force in quashing protests that 
erupted after the death in custody 
of 22-year old Kurdish woman Mah-
sa Amini on Sept. 16. Activist news 
agency HRANA said 450 protesters 
had been killed in more than two 
months of nationwide unrest as of 
Nov. 26, including 63 minors. It said 
60 members of the security forces 
had been killed, and 18,173 protest-
ers detained. (Agencies)

YAOUNDÉ: A landslide in Cam-
eroon’s capital Yaounde killed at 
least 11 people attending a funeral 
on Sunday, a local official told state 
media. The victims had gathered at 
the top of a hill for a memorial ser-
vice for five people when the ground 
collapsed under part of the audi-
ence. “Some were sitting in a tent 
where there was a landslide early 
this evening,” Paul Bea, governor 
of the Centre region that includes 
Yaounde, told state radio. He added 
that rescue efforts were ongoing. 
The search had been suspended late 
Sunday evening before a planned 
resumption on Monday morning, a 
rescue worker at the scene told AFP. 
Marie Claire Mendouga, 50, attend-
ed the ceremony but her tent was 
not affected by the landslide. “We 
had just started to dance when the 
ground collapsed,” she told AFP. 
She said she “went to dig with my 
hands” to try to get people out from 
under the earth, and was still cov-
ered in the brown clay from the site. 
(Agencies)

VIENNA: Austrian rail traffic 
ground to a halt from midnight, im-
pacting around 8,000 connections 
and some 1 million passengers, as 
workers held a 24-hour strike on 
Monday in a dispute over pay. The 
strike affected transport at all lev-
els, from public transport to region-
al services and long-distance night 
trains – as well as rail freight lines. 
The head of the nation’s rail net-
work said services will be more or 
less back to normal by the follow-
ing day. “I don’t want to rule out the 
possibility of irregularities on one 
train or the other, but in general, I 
expect that we will be back to serv-
ing our customers with the usual 
quality as of Tuesday,” OeBB chief 
Andreas Matthae told the ORF radio 
broadcaster. Wedged between eight 
countries including Italy, Germa-
ny, Switzerland, Hungary, and the 
Czech Republic, Austria is an im-
portant hub for European rail travel.
(Agencies)

BEIJING: The China Manned Space 
Agency says the Shenzhou-15 
manned spacecraft will be launched 
to its space station at 11:08 p.m. 
(1508 GMT) today (Tuesday). The 
launch is  the final mission China’s 
plan to complete the crewed orbit-
al outpost. Three male astronauts 
will be on board: Fei Junlong, Deng 
Qingming and Zhang Lu, the agen-
cy said at a news conference. In 
April 2021, China began construc-
tion of the three-module space sta-
tion with the launch of the Tianhe 
module, the main living quarters for 
astronauts. In July and November it 
launched the remaining two labora-
tory modules, Wentian and Meng-
tian, where scientific experiments 
will be performed. The completion 
of the space station, designed for a 
lifespan of at least 10 years, will be 
a milestone in China’s ambitions in 
low-earth orbit, with NASA’s aging 
ISS potentially ceasing operations 
by the end of the decade. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Two seriously in-
jured people trapped inside a small 
plane that crashed into high-voltage 
power lines near Washington, DC 
and caused mass outages have been 
rescued, authorities said early on 
Monday. “Both patients have been 
transported to local area trauma 
centres with serious injuries,” Mont-
gomery County Fire chief Scott 
Goldstein said in a press briefing, 
adding that the two people had suf-
fered hypothermia and orthopaedic 
and trauma-related injuries. The 
aircraft crashed at about 5.30pm in 
misty and wet conditions in Mont-
gomery Village, Maryland on Sun-
day, according to the Montgomery 
County Fire & Rescue Service. It 
became caught up in live power 
lines about 30m from the ground.  
(Agencies)
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Cocaine ‘super-cartel’ busted in Dubai, Europe

Dance classes give hope to Portuguese prisoners

UNICEF hands over child-friendly classrooms to Dhaka

Japan births at new low as population shrinks and ages

Ex-US Marine a ‘high risk’ inmate in Australia prison

THE HAGUE: Police have disman-
tled a huge drugs “super-cartel” 
that controlled a third of Europe’s 
cocaine trade, arresting 49 people 
in various countries, including six 
chief suspects in Dubai, Europol said 
on Monday. The huge international 
operation seized 30 tonnes of the 
drug and led to arrests in Belgium, 
France, the Netherlands and Spain, 
the European Union’s police agency 
said in a statement. The crackdown 
-- which involved one “extremely 
big fish” from the Netherlands and 
based in Dubai-- largely targeted co-

caine coming from South America 
through the ports of Rotterdam and 
Antwerp. “The drugpins, considered 
as high-value targets by Europol, 
had come together to form what 
was known as a ‘super cartel’ which 
controlled around one third of the 
cocaine trade in Europe,” Europol 
said. “The scale of cocaine importa-
tion into Europe under the suspects’ 
control and command was massive 
and over 30 tonnes of drugs were 
seized by law enforcement over 
the course of the investigations.”  
(Agencies)

ALCABIDECHE: Inside a high-secu-
rity Portuguese prison, six inmates 
are moving gracefully around in a 
series of improvised dance moves, 
clutching props and following the 
rhythm of the music. Outside, the 
high walls of Linho prison in the 
western suburbs of Lisbon are lined 
with barbed wire and a loudspeaker 
barks instructions for prisoners in 
a metallic voice. But in the contem-
porary dance studio, in a converted 
former chapel, inmates are danc-
ing freely to classical music with an 
object of their choice: a scarf, ball, 
plastic bags or a light bulb. “Dance 

with poetry!” calls out the teacher, 
47-year-old dancer Catarina Camara. 
She hopes the classes -- part of a so-
cial dance project that began in April 
2019 -- can help change the mind-
set of some of the young prisoners.  
“When we are here, it feels like we 
are not in prison,” says 30-year-old 
inmate Manuel Antunes. “We can 
let ourselves go, carried by the mo-
ment and by what we feel.” There 
are around 500 prisoners in Linho, 
many of them young men who have 
committed serious offences and 
been handed sentences of 15 years 
or more. (Agencies)

DHAKA: The United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) has handed 
over 110 classrooms for 22 schools 
to Bangladesh. Out of the 110 class-
rooms, 76 are newly constructed while 
36 have been renovated, said UNICEF 
in a statement. The new and improved 
classrooms will provide child-friendly 
learning spaces and better access to 
education for over 8,000 children in 
Bangladesh’s district of Cox’s Bazar, 
some 392 km southeast of the nation-
al capital Dhaka. “Children spend a 
large part of their waking hours in 
the classroom, and really, the class-

room should feel like a second home 
for children. Research shows that 
when classrooms are child-friendly 
and safe, children are motivated to 
learn, and school enrolment, atten-
dance and completion rates go up,” 
said Sheldon Yett, UNICEF Repre-
sentative to Bangladesh. The initia-
tive is part of UNICEF’s support for 
Bangladeshi children in the district. 
In addition, UNICEF is supporting the 
local government to strengthen teach-
ing and learning through grants that 
benefit all 657 schools in Cox’s Bazar.  
(Agencies)

TOKYO: The number of babies born 
in Japan this year is below last year’s 
record low in what the the top gov-
ernment spokesman described as a 
“critical situation.” Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Hirokazu Matsuno promised 
comprehensive measures to encour-
age more marriages and births. The 
total of 599,636 Japanese born in Jan-
uary-September was 4.9% below last 
year’s figure, suggesting the number 
of births in all of 2022 might fall be-
low last year’s record low of 811,000 
babies, he said. Japan is the world’s 

third biggest economy but living costs 
are high and wage increases have 
been slow. The conservative govern-
ment has lagged on making society 
more inclusive for children, women 
and minorities. So far, the govern-
ment’s efforts to encourage people 
to have more babies have had limit-
ed impact despite payments of sub-
sidies for pregnancy, childbirth and 
child care. “The pace is even slower 
than last year ... I understand that it 
is a critical situation,” Matsuno said. 
(Agencies)


