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MOSCOW: Russian and Chinese 
strategic bombers on Wednesday 
flew a joint patrol over the western 
Pacific in a show of increasingly 
close defense ties between the two 
countries. The Russian Defense Min-
istry said that the Tu-95 bombers of 
the Russian air force and the Chinese 
H-6K bombers flew over the Sea of 
Japan and the East China Sea during 
an eight-hour mission. As part of the 
drills, the Russian bombers for the 
first time landed in China and the 
Chinese bombers flew to an air base 

in Russia, the ministry said in a state-
ment. It noted that the joint patrols 
weren’t directed against any other 
country. The exercise follows a se-
ries of joint drills intended to show-
case a growing military cooperation 
between Moscow and Beijing as they 

both face tensions with the United 
States. In September, Beijing sent 
more than 2,000 troops along with 
more than 300 military vehicles, 21 
combat aircraft and three warships 
to take part in a sweeping joint ex-
ercise with Russia. The maneuvers 
marked the first time that China has 
sent forces from three branches of its 
military to take part in a single Rus-
sian drill, in what was described as 
a show of the breadth and depth of 
China-Russia military cooperation 
and mutual trust. (Agencies)

DOHA: US President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration has approved long-de-
layed weapons deal with Qatar, 
agreeing to supply the Middle East 
ally with $1 billion worth of un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAVs). The 
US State Department announced its 
go-ahead for the deal on Tuesday, just 
as the American and Iranian teams 
were starting the second half of their 
World Cup soccer match in Doha. 
The sale includes 10 advanced drone 
systems, 200 drone interceptors and 
related equipment. Qatar made its re-

quest for a UAV purchase, including 
MQ-9 reaper drones, in 2020. Despite 
Doha’s close ties with Washington, 
including hosting the US Central 
Command’s forward headquarters 
and the Pentagon’s air operations 
center for the region at Al Udeid Air 
Base, US officials were slow to ap-
prove the deal. Even as Qatar hosted 
thousands of refugees and helped 
ease the chaotic US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan last year, Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani’s government 
struggled to get clear answers from 

the Biden administration on what 
was holding up the UAV transaction. 
The Pentagon encouraged approval 
of the sale, citing Qatar’s reliability 
as a trusted partner, but State Depart-
ment officials were concerned that 
other countries in the region, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, would be angered, accord-
ing to media reports last year. Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt 
cut off relations with Qatar in 2017, 
accusing the country of supporting 
terrorists. (Agencies)
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16 killed in Afghanistan school bombing

Suicide blast kills four, injures 26 in Quetta

Dar says Pakistan can be interest-free in 5 years

Three labourers died in Orakzai mine explosion

KABUL: At least 16 people were 
killed and 24 others wounded on 
Wednesday by a blast at a madras-
sa in Afghanistan’s northern city of 
Aybak, a doctor at a local hospital 
said. “A blast took place around 
12:45pm inside Jahdia Madrassa in 
the centre of city. Lots of boys are 
studying at this madrassa (religious 
school),” Emdadullah Muhajir, 
spokesperson for Samangan’s pro-
vincial government said. It was not 
immediately clear who was behind 
the blast. Muhajir said an investi-
gation had begun. Interior minis-
try spokesperson Abdul Nafi Takor 
confirmed the blast and said that 
“Our detective and security forces 
are working to identify the perpe-
trators of this unforgivable crime 
and bring them to justice,” A doctor 
in Aybak said the casualties were 
mostly youngsters. “All of them are 
children and ordinary people,” he 
told the AFP news agency, asking 

not to be named.The Taliban says 
it is focused on securing the war-
torn nation since taking over the 
country last year. However, several 
attacks have taken place in recent 
months, some of which have been 
claimed by the ISIL (ISIS) armed 
group. Aybak is a small but an-
cient provincial capital that came to 
prominence as a caravan stopping 
post for traders during the fourth 
and fifth centuries when it was 
also an important Buddhist centre. 
There has been a lull of a few weeks 
between major blasts targeting ci-
vilians in Afghanistan, although 
several Taliban fighters have been 
killed in isolated attacks. In Sep-
tember, at least 54 people including 
51 girls and young women were 
killed when a suicide bomber det-
onated a device at a hall in Kabul 
packed with hundreds of students 
sitting a practice test for university 
admissions. (Agencies)

QUETTA: At least four people in-
cluding a woman and a child were 
killed and 26 other wounded in a 
suicide blast on Wednesday when 
a bomber targeted a police guard-
ing a police vehicle at Balali area 
in Quetta. The media coordinator 
for the Balochistan Health Depart-
ment, Dr Waseem Baig, confirmed 
the number of fatalities. Talking to 
media Dr Baig said 27 others, in-
cluding 20 policemen and four ci-
vilians are among the injured in the 
attack. Quetta DIG police Ghulam 
Azfar Mahesar told reporters at the 
site of the attack that the explosion 
took place near a police truck which 
was on its way to provide security 
to polio workers. The official said 
that a total of three vehicles were 
hit in the blast the police truck, a 
Suzuki Mehran and a Toyota Co-
rolla. “Looking at the crime scene 
and given that the truck toppled, it 
is estimated that 25 kilogrammes 
of explosives were used in the 
blast.” The official later said that 

the deceased civilians included a 
child and a woman. Meanwhile, the 
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) has claimed responsibility 
for the attack. Today’s blast comes 
a day after the militant group called 
off its ceasefire with the govern-
ment and asked its combatants to 
carry out attacks across the coun-
try. Soon after the blast, police 
cordoned off the blast site and an 
investigation launched. Balochistan 
Chief Minister Abdul Quddus Bi-
zenjo instructed authorities to pro-
vide the injured persons best treat-
ment facilities. He also promised 
that such “cowardly acts” would 
not dampen Balochistan’s determi-
nation to establish peace. “All the 
elements involved in the incident 
will be brought under the grip of 
the law,” Bizenjo added. President 
Alvi, Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if strongly condemned the incident 
and directed authorities to initiate 
an investigation into the attack. 
(Agencies)

KARACHI: Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar on Wednesday said that Paki-
stan could become interest-free in 
five years as he urged the bank-
ing sector to move towards and 
promote Islamic banking. He ex-
pressed the views while addressing 
a seminar at the Federation of Pa-
kistan Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry in Karachi where speakers 
spoke at length about interest-free 
banking. In April, the Federal Sha-
riat Court (FSC) had declared the 
prevailing interest-based banking 
system as against the Sharia and di-
rected the government to facilitate 
all loans under an interest-free sys-
tem. The court had ruled that the 
federal government and provincial 
governments must amend relevant 
laws and issued directives that the 
country’s banking system should be 

free of interest by December 2027. 
Commercial banks and the central 
bank had subsequently filed an ap-
peal before the Sup reme Court (SC) 
challenging the FSC verdict. How-
ever, earlier this month, Dar an-
nounced the government would be 
withdrawing the State Bank (SBP) 
and National Bank’s (NBP) appeals 
against the FSC’s directives and 
would “try to as quickly as possible 
implement an Islamic system in Pa-
kistan”. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: At least three labour-
ers were killed after an explosion 
in a mine in Orakzai district of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, BOL News 
reported. The incident took place 
in a mine in Doli lower area. Po-
lice said the blast was caused by 
a gas explosion, resulting in the 
death of three coal mine workers 
and leaving three injured as well. 
The injured coal mine workers 
were shifted to Kohat divisional 
headquarters hospital for medical 
treatment. In February this year, at 

least four miners were killed and 
five others were injured after a gas 
explosion in a coal mine situated in 
the Zarghun Ghar area near Quet-
ta. Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) complet-
ed the rescue operation while the 
injured, who sustained burns were 
shifted to a nearby hospital.  Chief 
Inspectorate of Mines said the ac-
cumulation of methane gas like-
ly caused the explosion. Pakistan 
is rich in minerals but has a poor 
safety record in mines. (Agencies)

Russian, Chinese bombers fly joint patrols over Pacific

Washington approves $1billion arms sale to Qatar

WASHINGTON/MOSCOW: The US is 
mulling over whether to provide Patri-
ot surface-to-air missiles to Ukraine’s 
armed forces after Kiev requested the 
pricey weapon system. During a press 
briefing, an unnamed senior Penta-
gon official was asked if Washington 
had plans to ship Patriots to Ukraine, 
but simply replied: “I’m just going to 
say that all capabilities are on the ta-
ble.” Pressed on whether that would 
include Patriot missiles, the official ac-
knowledged the weapon is  “one of the 
air defense capabilities that is being 
considered” by the Joe Biden adminis-
tration. The EU president Ursula von 
der has presented a total number of 
losses estimated by Ukraine in its con-
flict with Russia. “More than 100,000 
Ukrainian military officers have been 
killed so far,” Leyen claimed and add-
ed that around 20,000 civilian lives 
have also been lost in fighting since 
February. The head of the European 
Commission didn’t reveal the sources 
of the information she provided. She 
said that EU will try to set up a special-
ised court, backed by the UN to inves-
tigate and prosecute war crimes com-
mitted by Russia in Ukraine. We are 
ready to start working with the inter-
national community to get the broad-
est international support possible for 
this specialised court,”. Russia, which 
calls its actions in Ukraine a “special 
military operation”, has denied tar-
geting civilians. Similarly, the NATO 
turned its attention to three countries 
shaken by Russia’s invasion Bosnia, 
Georgia and Moldova as the military 
alliance struggles to extend its securi-

ty umbrella across Europe. At talks in 
Romania, the foreign ministers of the 
three countries met with their NATO 
chief to discuss ways that the world’s 
biggest security organization might 
be able to help, as the war in Ukraine 
exposes them to political, energy and 
territorial uncertainty. Russia is on 
track to spend nearly 50% more on 
defense next year than in 2022, Rus-
sian Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu 
revealed adding the hike will help 
ensure a 97%-combat-readiness rate 
for weaponry and hardware. German 
parliament to approve a resolution 
labeling as genocide Ukraine’s 1930s 
“Holodomor” a famine believed to 
have killed more than 3 million Ukrai-
nians under the repressive rule of So-
viet leader Josef Stalin. The resolution 
is being brought to the lower house by 
the three parties. It comes days after 
Ukrainians marked the 90th anniver-
sary of the start of the famine. The 
resolution states that “the mass deaths 
from hunger were not a result of failed 
harvests; the political leadership of 
the Soviet Union under Josef Stalin 
was responsible for them.” US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken has con-

demned Russia’s attacks on Ukraine’s 
civilian infrastructure as “barbaric”. 
“Over the past several weeks, Russia 
has bombed out more than a third of 
Ukraine’s energy system, plunging 
millions in the cold,” Blinken said, 
who met Nato chief in Bucharest. 
An employee at the Ukrainian embas-
sy in Madrid was injured after a let-
ter he was handling exploded, citing 
Spanish police. The staff member has 
reportedly suffered only light injuries 
and has attended hospital. The blast 
occurred at 1:17 pm local time and 
was reported to Spanish authorities 
by the embassy itself, according to Eu-
rope Press. US administration is con-
sidering labeling the Wagner Group 
a foreign terrorist organization as a 
way to put more pressure on Russia. 
Wagner, a private military company 
that has been active in several African 
countries as well as in the Ukraine 
conflict, has been under US sanctions 
for years. Designating Wagner as a 
terrorist could “handicap” the group’s 
operations by allowing the US to 
criminally prosecute its members and 
go after their assets around the world, 
according to Bloomberg. (Agencies)

– 100,000 Ukrainian soldiers have died in conflict – EU

US considering Patriot missiles for Ukraine
– EU seeks to set up Russian war crimes tribunal.

– NATO seeks to ease war impact on Bosnia, Georgia, Moldova.
– Russia announces arms-spending hike. – Germany set to label 1930s Ukraine famine genocide

– Washington slams ‘barbaric’ Russian attacks on Ukraine infrastructure
– Explosion at Ukrainian embassy in Madrid

– US may declare Russia’s ‘Wagner Group’ a terrorist organization

NEW DELHI: China has warned 
the US to not interfere in its re-
lationship with India following 
deadly border skirmishes be-
tween the Asian giants in 2020, 
the Pentagon said in a report. Ties 
between India and China have 
nosedived since the worst border 
clashes between them in 45 years 
killed 20 Indian and four Chinese 

soldiers. Deployment of troops has 
remained high on their Himalayan 
border since then, though India’s 
imports from China have surged. 
India is part of the so-called Quad 
alliance with the US, Japan and 
Australia that aims to keep Chi-
na’s influence in the Indo-Pacific 
region in check. “Throughout the 
standoff, PRC officials sought to 

downplay the severity of the cri-
sis, emphasising Beijing’s intent 
to preserve border stability and 
prevent the standoff from harm-
ing other areas of its bilateral 
relationship with India,” the US 
department of defence said in a 
report to Congress released yes-
terday, referring to the People’s 
Republic of China. (Agencies)

China warns US not to interfere in ties with India
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CM directs PKHA to expedite work on Swat Motorway phase-2

CTD arrests 539 terrorists, including 42 carrying head money 

UNDP, Japan to launch $3.9m project in Kurram, Orakzai districts

*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
directed the Pakhtunkhwa Highways 
Authority (PKHA) to expedite the 
construction work on Swat Motor-
way phase-2 in addition to meeting 
the timelines specified for various as-
pects of Dir Motorway, DI Khan Mo-
torway and other roads sector proj-
ects. The Chief Minister will formally 
inaugurate the construction work on 
Abbottabad to Thandiani road tomor-
row, which is a mega project of the 
provincial government under the In-
tegrated Tourism Development Proj-
ect (KITE). While chairing a progress 
review meeting on the roads sector 
development projects in the province, 
the Chief Minister stated that every 
effort is being made to guarantee 
that the taxpayers’ money is spent in 
a judicious and beneficial manner to 

ensure best value for money. Briefing 
the meeting regarding the road sector 
projects under KITE, it was informed 
that construction work on 24.377 km 
Abbottabad to Thandiani road has 
been initiated, which will be complet-
ed at an estimated cost of Rs 3 Billion. 
Furthermore, construction machinery 
has been deployed at the site of the 22 
km long Mankyal-Bada Sarai- Jabai 
road which will be completed at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5.7 Billion. How-
ever, the initial 4 Kms alignment of the 
said project has been damaged due to 

the recent flash floods and currently, 
work is underway on its realignment. 
Moreover, in order to avoid flood-re-
lated damage in future, the construc-
tion of an 85-meter bridge is also 
proposed at the site. With regards to 
motorway projects in the province, 
the chair was informed that construc-
tion work on Swat Motorway Phase-2 
has been initiated whereas technical 
modalities/ requirements of Dir Mo-
torway have been completed and the 
financial model of the project will be 
revised soon.

PESHAWAR: The Counter Terrorism 
Department (CTD) of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Police has arrested 539 ter-
rorists including 42 dreaded terror-
ists carrying head money during last 
10 months. Similarly, 141 terrorists 
and proclaimed offenders have been 
killed in different encounters with 
police. Terrorist Danyal involved in 
Kocha Risaldar blast was eliminat-

ed in an encounter with the police. 
He was also wanted to the police in 
Sitnam Singh and William Siraj tar-
get killing. Likewise, the CTD police 
recovered 1411kg explosives, 246 
hand grenades, 15 suicide jackets, 22 
RPG7, 92 detonators, 22 SMGs, 55 
pistols and 64 SMGs from outlaws in 
various areas. This was told during 
a meeting with Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Moazzam Jah Ansari in the Chair to 
review the law and order situation 
at the Central Police Office (CPO) 
here Wednesday. During the meeting, 

the police chief was briefed in detail 
about statistics of crimes and the 
steps taken by the police for main-
tenance of law and order and crime 
control during the period of last 10 
months of the current Calendar year. 
The IGP was further informed that 88 
police officers and jawans were mar-
tyred and 109 got injured during this 
period. The IGP was further informed 
that a total of 17683 search and strike 
operations were conducted in pursu-
ance of National Action Plan (NAP) 
during the last 10 months in which 
113393 suspects were arrested. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
Pakistan and the Government of 
Japan have signed an agreement to 
launch a project of US$3.9 million 
“for the stabilization and economic 
recovery through social cohesion, 
local governance, and livelihood 
opportunities” for communities 
in Kurram and Orakzai districts. 
The agreement was signed here 
Wednesday by Mitsuhiro Wada, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Japan to Paki-
stan and Knut Ostby, Resident Rep-
resentative, UNDP Pakistan. The 
signing ceremony was attended by 
senior officials from the Embassy 
of Japan in Islamabad, the Econom-
ic Affairs Division, Planning and 
Development Department of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. With generous 
support from the Government of 
Japan, the two-year project will as-
sist more than 200,000 individuals, 
with a particular focus on youth and 
women. The project will use innova-
tive approaches to engage youth in 
policy dialogues and sports/cultural 
events for social cohesion and trust 
building. Employment opportuni-
ties will be provided to 1,300 youth 
through digital skills, incubation 

and skills training. Community or-
ganizations will engage in the plan-
ning process and rehabilitate 50 
community physical infrastructure 
schemes. Thirty-five offices will be 
constructed for village councils to 
strengthen local governance. Two 
common facility centres for women 
entrepreneurs will be operation-
alized. The project is aligned with 
the Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s development agenda and 
aims to build trust between com-
munities and local government and 
promote sustainable livelihoods. 
“The Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa is strongly committed to 
the sustainable development of the 
merged districts. We appreciate the 
continued support provided by the 
Government of Japan for improving 

the conditions for the people of the 
merged districts,” said Muhammad 
Qaisar Khan, Additional Secretary, 
Planning and Development Depart-
ment, Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. While speaking at the cer-
emony Ms. Samar Ihsan, Additional 
Secretary of Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, said. “Government of Paki-
stan is committed to working with 
UNDP and the Government of Ja-
pan. The entire tribal belt has been 
severely affected by the two de-
cades of insecurity and its after-ef-
fects. Stabilization and economic 
recovery of merged districts are im-
portant for durable peace and pros-
perity.” At the signing ceremony, 
Mitsuhiro Wada, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Japan in his speech, mentioned that 

this project would not only support 
recovery and income generation but 
also enhance social cohesion and 
local governance to ensure the sus-
tainability of the outcomes. Japan 
and UNDP have a long-standing 
partnership, and I greatly appreci-
ate UNDP’s tireless effort and dedi-
cation to achieving sustainable and 
inclusive development in Pakistan, 
he expressed. Speaking on occa-
sion, Mr. Knut Ostby, Resident Rep-
resentative, UNDP Pakistan, stated, 
“We are grateful to the Government 
of Japan for their long-standing 
partnership with UNDP. With their 
generous support, we were able to 
expand and strengthen the efforts 
of the Government of Pakistan, 
which are critical for achieving 
stability and sustainable develop-
ment in the merged districts and 
bringing it at par with the rest of 
the country.” In the past five years, 
the Government of Japan has made 
a substantial contribution of more 
than US$24 million through part-
nering with UNDP in key areas of 
social cohesion, livelihoods, youth 
empowerment, climate change ad-
aptation, electoral and legislative 
processes, and the rule of law and 
justice in Pakistan. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.5 231.5

China Yuan 31.27 31.52

Japanese Yen 1.9 1.95

Saudi Riyal 63.7 64.3

U.A.E Dirham 65.7 66.3

UK Pound 287.5 290.3

Euro 247 249.5

Australian Dollar 150.29 151.54

Canadian Dollar 164.72 166.07

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
147400

Rs. 
135116

Rs. 
128975

Rs. 
110550

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
126300

Rs. 
115774

Rs. 
110513

Rs. 94725

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12630 Rs. 11577 Rs. 11051 Rs. 9473

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
358100

Rs. 
328256

Rs. 
313338

Rs. 
268575

PHC summons director zoo over death of snakes

Minister Inaugurates Child Protection Unit

KMU heads of deptt meet at IHS Mardan

SCCI calls for signing FTA to strengthen  
bilateral Pak-Tunisia trade ties

239 MBBS students of 2018-19 awarded  
degrees at KMC convocation

PESHAWAR: Taking notice of 
snakes’ deaths in the Peshawar Zoo, 
the Peshawar High Court (PHC) 
here on Wednesday summoned the 
Director of the Zoo to explain the 
situation. A two-member bench of 
the PHC comprising Chief Justice 
Qaisar Rasheed and Justice Ejaz 
Anwar was hearing the case re-
garding the death of two snakes in 
Peshawar Zoo. Additional Advocate 
General Sikandar Hayat Shah and 
Director Peshawar Zoo were pres-
ent in the court. The Chief Justice 
said the court got information re-

garding the deaths of two snakes in 
the Zoo through media and asked 
the Director Zoo to explain the real 
cause of the animals’ death. The 
Director Zoo said that these snakes 
belonged to a contractor and he 
was responsible for taking care of 
the animal. To a question from the 
honorable judge, the Director Pe-
shawar Zoo said that there was no 
shortage of funds to feed the ani-
mals in Peshawar Zoo however the 
two snakes died of cold. The court 
adjourned the hearing of the case.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Minister for Zakat Ushr, Social Wel-
fare Special education and Women 
Empowerment Anwar Zeb Khan in-
augurated the Child Protection Unit 
in district Peshawar to protect chil-
dren from abuses. Addressing the 
participants Anwar Zeb Khan said 
that the KP government is taking 
tangible steps for the protection of 
children’s rights, saying it is also the 
responsibility of every citizen to per-
form their role in this regard. He said 

that KP has been at the forefront of 
children’s rights and protection com-
pared to other provinces. “Compre-
hensive legislation has been enacted, 
establishment of Child Protection 
Units in 12 districts, establishment of 
Child Protection Courts in 8 districts, 
Child Protection Management Infor-
mation System and helpline 1121 in 
the entire province is the proof that 
we protect our children and we are 
serious in the protection of children’s 
rights,” Anwar Zeb Khan said. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The 12th meeting of the 
Head of the Departments (HoDs) of 
Khyber Medical University (KMU) 
Peshawar was held at IHS Mardan 
Campus under the chairmanship of 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq 
which was also attended by Regis-
trar Prof. Dr. Muhammad Saleem 
Gandapur and heads of various in-
stitutions and departments. During 
the meeting, participants presented 
performance reports and future ac-
tion plans of their respective institu-
tions and departments. Addressing 
the meeting, VC Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq 
said that after the establishment of 
new campuses in eight districts of 
the province, including Islamabad, 
the University was working on its 

administrative and financial stability 
during the last two and a half years. 
The approval of Matta Medical Col-
lege from the Provincial Develop-
ment Working Party (PDWP) is a big 
success, similarly, the issue of the Is-
lamabad campus building will also be 
achieved soon, he added. He said that 
due to the government getting ready 
buildings in Lower Dir, Swabi, Lakki 
Marwat and Kurram, these campus-
es were turning into profit instead of 
loss, which was good for the financial 
stability of the University. He said that 
the feasibility has been sent to HEC 
for the approval of Kabul campus and 
after that the work will be started on 
establishing the first international 
campus of the University. (APP)

PESHAWAR: President SCCI  
Muhammad Ishaq underscored the 
need of signing of Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) to further strengthen 
Pak-Tunisia bilateral trade and eco-
nomic relations. Prospects are very 
brighter to improve Pak-Tunisia mutual 
trade economic ties, says Ishaq while 
speaking as guest of honour at a cer-
emony, hosted by Tunisian Honorary 
Consul General in KP, Hammad Rashid 
in honour of the Ambassador of the 
Republic of the Tunisia in Pakistan, Mr 
Borhene El Kamel here at local hotel, 
said in a press release here on Wednes-
day. Speaker Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly Mushtaq Ahmad Ghani was 
chief guest at the ceremony while Spe-
cial Assistant to Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Barrister Muhammad 
Ali Saif, Secretary Information Arshad 
Khan, Tunisia Honorary Consul Gen-
eral in KP, Hammad Rashid, WCCI 
Peshawar president Ms Azra Jamshid, 

representative of Foreign Ministry in 
Peshawar Ms Sundas Ali Khan, Depu-
ty Head of Mission Tunisia, Honarary 
Consul Generals Lahore and Karachi, 
members of the business community, 
relevant government officials and rep-
resentatives from relevant stakehold-
ers were also attended the event. Ishaq 
noted huge potentials and vast oppor-
tunities are available to boost up bilat-
eral trade relations between Pakistan 
and Tunisia. He invited the Tunisian in-
vestors to make investment in potential 
sectors in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The 
SCCI chief went on to say that Pak-Tu-
nisia is tied with cordial economic, po-
litical and defence relations. However, 
he stressed that current bilateral trade 
volume between the two countries is 
very low, which should be enhanced 
by signing of FTA, launch of joint ven-
tures, exchange of business communi-
ties and taking benefits from each oth-
er’s potentials and experiences. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Medical Col-
lege (KMC) on Wednesday held a 
convocation here at University of 
Peshawar wherein 239 students of 
MBBS, session 2018-19 were award-
ed with degrees. Around 20 grad-
uates in different disciplines were 
awarded with gold medals. From 
session 2019, Dr. Abuzar Siraj got 10 
gold medals and from session 2018, 
Dr. Kausar Sami received 9 gold 
medals. The Health and Finance 
Minister Taimur Khan Jhagra graced 
the event as the chief guest, while 
Senator Dr Sania Nishtar was the 
guest of honor. Taimur Jhagra con-
gratulated the students and hoped 
that they would serve the community 
with dedication and honesty. KMC 
Alumni Senator Dr Sania Nishtar 
congratulated the students over this 
great success and stated that she was 
part of KMC in 1980s and now felt 
so delighted to see the new young 
generation taking the lead to make 
KMC on the top. KMU Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Dr Zia-ul-Haq said that 
the College had prepared the future 
healthcare leaders. Moreover, he 
encouraged the students to follow 
their passion and serve the com-
munity with great dedication. Dean 

KMC Prof Dr Mahmud Aurangzeb 
congratulated the students and their 
families on the remarkable achieve-
ment and stated that with a glorious 
history spanning 68 years, the KMC 
had traditionally attracted the best 
and the brightest of the next gen-
eration of physicians. He said that 
KMC was now transitioning into a 
new arena of healthcare challenges 
with resounding hope and promise, 
always keeping in mind emerging 
issues of Global Health within the 
indigenous context. The ceremony 
ended with a proud moment where 
lifetime achievement awards were 
distributed among prestigious guests 
and KMC Alumni Chairman BOG 
- KTH, Prof Dr Nadeem Khawar, 
Member BOG - KTH, Prof Dr Zaf-
far Durrani, and Ex-Principal KMC 
Prof Dr Ejaz Hussain. Chairman and 
Board of Governors Prof Dr Nadeem 
Khawar, Registrar KMU Dr Saleem 
Gandapur, Distinguished Faculty 
Members of KMC, Dean KCD Prof 
Dr Syed Nasir Shah, Hospital Direc-
tor Dr Zafar Afridi, Medical Director 
Dr Muhammad Siraj - KTH, Manage-
ment of KMC, young graduates and 
their family members were present 
on the occasion. (APP)
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General Asim Munir has assumed command as the 17th Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS). His predecessor General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa retired from his position after leading the army for six 
years. The prestigious ceremony of change of command was 
held in Rawalpindi. The outgoing COAS Gen Qamar Javed 
Bajwa presented the traditional baton to the new Army Chief 
General Asim Munir. Army presented a farewell guard of hon-
or to Qamar Javed Bajwa. In his last address, Gen Bajwa said 
the army had always responded to my voice during the 6-year 
period, protected borders and took part in flood relief activ-
ities. He expressed confidence that under the leadership of 
news COAS Asim Munir, the army would perform in a much 
better way. Undoubtedly the army had rendered exemplary 
services. Army under his leadership saved the country from 
the monster of terrorism by sacrificing their precious lives 
and today there is an atmosphere of peace in the country. Gen 
Asim Munir is a professional soldier. He is the custodian of the 
glorious past of the army. He will carry forward the traditions 
of the army and will definitely do as per the expectation of the 
nation. The new COAS must concentrate on its professional 
duties, end terrorism which is allegedly resurfacing, improve 
the good image of the country, and stop army intervention in 
politics. If he does so, it would be a great work on his part. 
The people of the country pinned high hope on the new army 
chief. The existing uncertain situation would end positive 
steps are taken in time.

New COAS Gen Asim Munir

Geopolitics has transcended the 
domain of cloud computing, where 
today, decisions on politics, econo-
my, and policymaking are all based 
on the systems of cloud computing. 
While the great power rivalry be-
tween the United States and China 
continues to morph into new reali-
ties on the ground, the clouds aren’t 
far from it either. The implications of 
cloud computing now merged with 
increasingly volatile geopolitical en-
vironments are less of a figment of 
our imagination and more of a real-
ity that we are yet to process in its 
entirety. If previously, middle-power 
and small-power countries were fol-
lowing the rules set by superpow-
ers, today, we chase tech and cloud-
based corporations and giants for 
influence and relevance. Essentially, 
cloud computing has altered the ex-
isting patterns of international rela-
tions, whereby data, data sovereign-
ty, data rights, and data security have 
become the core components upon 
which states now interact with each 
other. The rivalry between the United 
States and China is more of a tech-
nology war than it is a trade war; it 
is a quest to dominate tech-oriented 
supply chains and to build a resilient 
economic and geopolitical base on 
the foundation of tech superiority. 
The rise of disruptive technologies is 
adding to the political destabilization 
we see on the global stage today. The 
technological decoupling that start-
ed during the Trump administration 
is vehemently being pursued by the 
Biden administration as well. On Oc-
tober 7, the US Department of Com-
merce released a new set of rules 
banning US tech giants from export-
ing high-tech infrastructure used for 
making advanced computers and 
chips to China. Semiconductor in-
dustries in this day and age are as 
important as a country’s sovereignty. 
Such actions reflect the deepening 
of geopolitical schisms and their po-

tential to disrupt the tech industries 
as well. Geopolitics has transcend-
ed the domain of cloud computing, 
where today, decisions on politics, 
economy, and policymaking are all 
based on the systems of cloud com-
puting. While the great power rival-
ry between the United States and 
China continues to morph into new 
realities on the ground, the clouds 
aren’t far from it either. The impli-
cations of cloud computing now 
merged with increasingly volatile 
geopolitical environments are less 
of a figment of our imagination and 
more of a reality that we are yet to 
process in its entirety. If previous-
ly, middle-power and small-power 
countries were following the rules 
set by superpowers, today, we chase 
tech and cloud-based corporations 
and giants for influence and rele-
vance. Essentially, cloud computing 
has altered the existing patterns of 
international relations, whereby 
data, data sovereignty, data rights, 
and data security have become the 
core components upon which states 
now interact with each other. The ri-
valry between the United States and 
China is more of a technology war 
than it is a trade war; it is a quest 
to dominate tech-oriented supply 
chains and to build a resilient eco-
nomic and geopolitical base on the 
foundation of tech superiority. The 
rise of disruptive technologies is 
adding to the political destabiliza-
tion we see on the global stage to-
day. The technological decoupling 
that started during the Trump ad-
ministration is vehemently being 
pursued by the Biden administra-
tion as well. On October 7, the US 
Department of Commerce released 
a new set of rules banning US tech 
giants from exporting high-tech 
infrastructure used for making ad-
vanced computers and chips to Chi-
na. Semiconductor industries in this 
day and age are as important as a 

country’s sovereignty. Such actions 
reflect the deepening of geopolit-
ical schisms and their potential to 
disrupt the tech industries as well. 
Amidst these rapid developments, 
Pakistan stands in the middle. Many 
scholars have offered technologi-
cal cooperation to be the balancing 
tact to manoeuvre the great power 
competition. Pakistan is fairly new 
to the world of technology and tech 
innovation. As Pakistan opens up to 
digital transformation, cloud infra-
structure becomes more and more 
relevant to such an ecosystem. Paki-
stan is putting its best foot forward 
to avoid bloc politics as it pursues 
a path to digital transformation. 
In February 2022, the Ministry of 
Information Technology and Com-
munication put forward the Cloud 
First Policy with a bold vision for 
the “digital transformation of Pa-
kistan by optimized ICT spending, 
efficient utilization of latest cloud-
based technologies, swift delivery of 
citizen services, better governance, 
increased collaboration among the 
government organs and enhanced 
transparency and accountability.” 
Currently, Pakistan lacks the ca-
pacity for effective data manage-
ment due to the fragmented cloud 
infrastructure and lack of technical 
competencies, moreover, it has yet 
to make it to Asia’s cloud readiness 
index unlike other regional coun-
tries like India and Indonesia. While 
Technology may be the way forward 
to Pakistan’s internal dilemmas to 
answer its economic woes, it is yet to 
become a policy tool to mitigate its 
foreign policy challenges stemming 
from the US-China competition. So, 
the proposition that technology will 
help Pakistan win its geopolitical di-
lemmas may not be the case given 
the context given earlier. 

Courtesy Daily Times
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Pakistan and Geopolitics
— By Javairyah Kulthum Aatif

The recent floods in Pakistan have 
unmasked its preparedness to han-
dle natural disasters of this mag-
nitude. Since June of this year, al-
most 2000 people have been killed 
in flooding. Even after declaring a 
national emergency, the relief ef-
forts carried out were not enough 
to bring the lives of affected back to 
normal. The unprecedented mon-
soon rains and melting glaciers are 
indicating the worst kind of climate 
change situation country will be 
facing in future. On the Human Se-
curity Index, Pakistan is ranked at 
144th number. According to World 
Bank report poverty rate in Paki-
stan may increase 3.7-4 percent 
due to floods. These figures paint a 
bleak picture of the human securi-
ty situation in Pakistan. Unlike the 
general misperception, human se-
curity does not supersede state se-
curity rather strengthens it. Human 
security complements state securi-
ty by ensuring security of the indi-
vidual. Along with ensuring state 
survival, providing security to the 
state subjects’ remains the prime 
responsibility of the state craft. 
The traditional definition of ‘Secu-
rity’ emphasizes on state’s coercive 
capabilities. Such understanding 
of the term security didn’t incor-
porate the internal determinants 
of security such as ethnic or reli-
gious polarization, economic and 
social grievances, political instabil-
ity, environmental degradation and 
low human development index etc. 
With the evolution of human civi-
lization and emergence of contem-
porary security frameworks, var-
ious strategists emphasized upon 
the significance and relevance of 
comprehensive security with mod-
ern security frameworks. Resul-
tantly, security policy makers seem 
to recognize the urgency to include 
nontraditional security threats in 
relevant doctrines. For the same 
purpose, the security agenda has 
been updated and citizen-centric 
‘Comprehensive National Security’ 
framework was included in the Pa-
kistan’s national security policy for 
2021- 2023. This refreshing change 
is testament of the realization that 
human security impacts the social 
contract between state and its peo-
ple. When there is human insecu-
rity, it creates resentment against 
state; therefore, they can become 

an easy prey of hybrid warfare. It 
creates instability and other coun-
tries can easily weaponized this in-
stability. Pakistan is a country that 
has always faced the conundrum of 
balancing between the security of 
state of Pakistan and its citizens. 
Both civilian and military leaders 
failed hitherto to establish a unan-
imous national security policy that 
can handle both internal and exter-
nal threats. While framing security 
strategy, policy makers have al-
ways underestimated the potential 
benefits of human and economic 
development. This lack of regard 
for human and economic and de-
velopment has relegated these ar-
eas of great importance to a second 
tier to the security of state. The 
statistical evidence shows that eco-
nomic destabilization would make 
Pakistan insecure. This argument 
could be supported by the fact that 
if the economy is growing by 3.0%-
3.57% when a country’s population 
is growing by over 2%, then it will 
be extremely difficult for a state 
to create economic security is an 
important determinant of national 
security. Such situations have the 
potential to trigger social polariza-
tion and perception of deprivation 
among common man which even-
tually negatively affects national 
security. Due to national calami-
ties, economic deficit, poor gov-
ernance and poor financial man-
agement, Pakistan’s governments 
are left with no choice but to ask 
for financial assistance from IMF. 
The bailout packages this mone-
tary organization offers also pose 
serious challenges to our political 
and economic sovereignty. A coun-
try running on loan or aid usually 
has weak or ad hoc foreign poli-
cy. Thus, it exercises the security 
strategy from the position of weak. 
Gone are the days of fighting a war 
in a conventional manner. A vital 
part of hybrid war which includes 
both convention and irregular war-
fare, is economic sabotage. Acquir-
ing modern technology and explor-
ing financial markets have become 
as important as gaining military su-
periority. Human and economic de-
velopment must be prioritized and 
should be treated as a vital pillar of 
national security.

Courtesy The Nation

Pakistan’s National Security Perspective
— By Qurat-Ul-Ain Shabbir

Spending sprees  
Every day we hear from the govern-
ment about the precarious financial 
situation the country is in. We hear 
about how there is a shortage of 
US dollars and therefore most of 
the imports including imports of in-
dustries and food items have been 
stopped by the government of Pa-
kistan to save precious US dollars. 
Therefore it was shocking to see 
that last week one person in Paki-
stan was allowed to import a num-

ber of Audi E-trons vehicles costing 
Rs3.5 crore to Rs6.8 crore each. I 
would like to ask the government of 
Pakistan how it can justify spend-
ing precious US dollars on clearing 
the imports of these expensive lux-
urious vehicles at a time like this. 
Why and who in the Ministry of Fi-
nance allowed these imports into 
Pakistan? Did anyone pay the rel-
evant tax against these vehicles on 
their import? 
It is easier for the government to 

harp on about the precarious condi-
tion of Pakistan’s economy and the 
shortage of US dollars, but the gov-
ernment should also show the peo-
ple of Pakistan the efforts they are 
making to overcome this situation. 
It aso needs to investigate and pun-
ish those allowing such wastage of 
US dollars on luxurious imports.

– Shahryar Khan Baseer,
– Peshawar.

Letter to the Editor

VLADIMIR Putin is a name that 
is the focus of geo-political ana-
lysts, journalists, statesmen and 
politicians across the world. He is 
a man that has changed the face 
of geo-politics with his hard deci-
sion-making. Many would call him 
an autocrat and an authoritarian 
but he has made a name for him-
self and has not allowed other na-
tions especially Western countries 
to subvert his nation. Europe is 
terrorized by him. The US vilifies 
him. He is known as the Man of 
Iron and he is the one calling the 
shots in the present-day Ukraine 
conflict. It is Putin who has made it 
clear that although the glory of the 
Soviet Union is no more, Russia is 
still a power player in the region. 
In November, 2022 Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif referred to Russia 
as a “superpower” and Putin as a 
“man of his word”. Putin’s Ukraine 
war is having a profound impact on 
the world. It is a historical crisis ini-
tiated by Putin and it could turn out 
to be the greatest conflict in human 
history. The attack on Ukraine was 
launched under the leadership of 
Putin in February 2022. Up till now 
around 13,000 people have died in 
the conflict with around 5000 ci-
vilians. A staggering 7. 6m people 
have become refugees as a result 
of the crisis. As a result of this war, 
that grain supply is affected. The 
calculation of losses coming from 
this war are incalculable. With no 

end in sight, this war has potential 
to plunge whole world into a reces-
sion. As a result of this war, Europe 
has repositioned itself. Poland is 
at high risk of an attack from Rus-
sia. Multiple missiles have already 
landed in Polish cities. The Ukraine 
War has strengthened Europeans to 
look towards each other as allies. 
Europeans have lived under the 
umbrella of American protection 
but the Ukraine crisis has exposed 
that claim. Europeans are regroup-
ing. Focus is back on fighting con-
ventional warfare and supporting 
Ukraine as a red line and bastion 
against Russian attack. NATO alli-
ance is faltering. Ukrainian soldiers 
suffered heavy losses from the 
start. It is only through their own 
sacrifices and strategic support 
from the Americans that they have 
managed to expel Russian forces 
from many areas. Sanctions from 
all corners have been slammed on 
the Russian economy. International 
assets of Russian companies have 
been seized and Russian economy 
is spiraling down. But there are a 
few tricks with Putin that can turn 
the tables. Putin knew from the 
start that Europe is highly reliant 
on gas and fuel supplies from Rus-
sia. He is now using it as a tool of 
war. As winter approaches and the 
prices of fuel are not stabilizing, 
European countries will see their 
economies slowing down and even 
electricity shut downs in many Eu-

ropean countries due to shortage of 
gas. This is having a two-fold effect. 
One, Europeans are putting all their 
resources towards utilizing Green 
technology and moving away from 
consumption of Russian gas. In the 
long run, this will overturn the situ-
ation of gas and fuel prices around 
the world. On the other hand, Rus-
sia having excess gas supplies is 
moving towards finding new mar-
kets such as India, China and even 
Pakistan. This shift and change in 
demand and supply is being termed 
by Russians as the economic war 
of “West versus the Rest”. Already, 
many Central Asian States are ex-
panding their Gas pipeline supplies 
to connecting countries. Pakistan is 
also on the list of countries where 
bilateral ties are being enhanced. 
India and China have openly opted 
to buy from Russia, which will keep 
Russian economy afloat. It seems 
that countries are not relying on 
U.S alone and keeping their options 
open in the face of conflict. China is 
the true key player in the conflict. 
Beijing has carefully opted to stay 
neutral in the conflict but it is con-
tinuing with its policy of economic 
engagement, progress and connec-
tivity. In November 2022, Putin is 
set to visit Xi Jinping where historic 
agreements will be signed between 
Russia and China.

Courtesy Pakistan Observer

Putin’s war
— By Imtiaz Rafi Butt
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Ahsan Iqbal announces 20,000 scholarships  
for unemployed graduates

President, PM vow not to let terrorism  
harm anti-polio efforts

LHC orders release of accused  
in NAB cases below Rs500m

Uplift schemes costing Rs 763m  
being completed in city

Operation conducted against transporters  
for overcharging commuters

Pakistan navy seizes huge cache  
of drugs worth billions at sea

Spiking up pollution causes surge in respiratory 
illness among residents

PWDs seek CRPD’s vibrant role  
for the socioeconomic uplift

Marc Saxer’s Book
‘Transformative Realism’ on how to overcome 

economic crisis launched

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Ini-
tiatives Ahsan Iqbal has announced 
that 20,000 scholarships will be 
given to the unemployed gradu-
ates of the country. Speaking at 
an international summit in Islam-
abad, the federal minister said the 
government was committed to ed-
ucating every child of the country 
as it is their fundamental right. The 
planning minister said education 
is inevitable for nation’s progress 
and development. He also thanked 
the United States for their support 
in the higher education sector in 

the country. He urged the Higher 
Education Commission (HEC) to 
produce skilled labour according 
to the needs of the market. He said: 
“In this era of Information Technol-
ogy, we have to produce students 
according to the requirements of 
the market.” He said the youth 
development initiatives recently 
launched by the prime minister 
would help enhance skills of stu-
dents across the country. Mr Iqbal 
also announced that under the YDI, 
scholarships would also be award-
ed to the students of far-flung ar-
eas. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Wednesday strongly condemned 
the suicide attack at a police van de-
puted on the security of an anti-polio 
team and said such nefarious de-
signs would not be allowed to harm 
the country’s commitment to elim-
inate the disease. In their separate 
statements on the terrorist incident 
in Quetta’s Baleli area, the president 
and the prime minister expressed 
their resolve to continue efforts till 
the complete end of polio. President 
Alvi paid tribute to the efforts of 
health workers and police personnel 

for saving the children of the country 
from the crippling disease. He prayed 
for the forgiveness of the souls of the 
deceased and for the early recovery 
of the wounded. PM Shehbaz Sharif 
said polio workers across the coun-
try were fulfilling their responsibili-
ties without caring about their lives. 
He stressed that eliminating polio 
virus from the country was amongst 
the top priorities of the government 
and vowed not to rest until polio was 
completely eradicated. He assert-
ed that ‘evil elements’ would fail to 
harm the anti-polio campaign in the 
country. (APP)

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) ordered on Wednesday to re-
lease all accused jailed in NAB cas-
es valuing less than Rs500 million. 
While hearing a case, the court ac-
cepted the bail of five accused in 
a NAB reference valuing less than 
Rs500mn. The court expressed res-
ervations over lack of bail facility for 
the accused in jails under the NAB 
(amendments) Act. A two-member 
bench comprising Justice Mirza 
Waqas Rauf and Justice Anwaar 
Hussian issued 10-page detailed 
judgement in the case. According 
to the judgement, the accountabil-
ity courts are sending cases valuing 

less than Rs500mn back to the NAB 
and that the accused languishing 
in jails in cases valuing less than 
Rs500mn have no forum for seek-
ing bails. The judgement further 
said each Pakistani has right to live 
freely and the courts are defend-
ers of the basic rights of people. 
The Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) and other law enforcement 
agencies would be fully indpendent 
to act according to law. Later, the 
higher court ordered to release the 
accused earlier arrested in a hous-
ing soceity fraud case after accept-
ing their Rs100,000 surety bonds. 
(Agencies)

FAISALABAD: Various uplift 
schemes of public welfare costing 
Rs 763.8 million were being com-
pleted in the city at a fast pace. 
Deputy Director Planning and De-
velopment Rana Tahir Mahmood 
said here on Wednesday that Parks 
& Horticulture Authority was 
spending funds amounting Rs 3. 
8 million on repair, maintenance 
and rehabilitation of parks, green 
belts and crossings in the civil lines 
area. Work on a sports complex at 

a total cost of Rs 480 million was 
also ongoing by Faisalabad Devel-
opment Authority. Another scheme 
of up-gradation of sewerage, drain 
system costing Rs 280 million was 
being completed. He said that all 
public welfare schemes were be-
ing monitored strictly by the de-
partments concerned. He said that 
contractors had been directed for 
maintaining quality in the schemes 
besides their in-time completion. 
(APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: The district ad-
ministration has launched a crack-
down against transporters who are 
violating the officially prescribed 
fare list after receiving public com-
plaints. As part of the campaign, 
Additional Assistant Commissioner 
Naurang Gohar Ali along with traf-
fic police personnel checked vehi-
cles plying on Bannu-Naurang-Lak-
ki route and took action against 
violators. During checking, drivers 
of several Hiace coaches were found 

involved in violating the price list by 
charging exorbitant fares and about 
Rs5000 were returned to the passen-
gers on the spot. He warned drivers 
to comply with notified fares, oth-
erwise, their vehicles would be im-
pounded. Meanwhile, an operation 
was also conducted against illegal 
stands in the city and cleared sev-
eral places from encroachments to 
create convenience for pedestrians 
by ensuring smooth traffic flow. 
(APP)

KARACHI: Two Pakistan Navy (PN) 
Ships in collaboration with the PN 
air unit seized approximately 5800 
Kg of drugs in the North Arabian 
Sea. A successful counter-narcot-
ics operation was conducted by 
two Pakistan Navy Ships in the 
Arabian Sea in which a large cache 
of drugs has been apprehended, 
said a news release on Wednes-
day. While conducting Maritime 
Security Operations in the North 
Arabian Sea, Naval Ships locat-
ed and effectively intercepted two 
suspicious dhows. Upon scrutiny 
of these boats, a large quantity of 
drugs that valued at approximately 
Rs. 8.6 billion in the international 
market was seized. Both appre-

hended dhows have been handed 
over to law enforcement agencies 
for further legal proceedings as per 
the law of land. Pakistan Navy con-
tinues to demonstrate our National 
resolve to deter, dissuade, discour-
age and thwart any illicit activities 
along the strategically important 
waterways in the Arabian Sea. The 
successful operation by the Paki-
stan Navy to seize a huge quantity 
of narcotics reaffirms the resolve 
and commitment of the PN to ful-
fill national and international obli-
gations for maintaining good order 
at sea. Pakistan Navy is vigilant 
to counter any illegal activity and 
safeguard its maritime borders. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD:The rise in air pollu-
tion has increased respiratory ail-
ments among the masses after the 
air quality of the Federal Capital 
deteriorated due to a persistent dry 
weather that ensued in the twin cities 
of Rawalpindi and Islamabad at the 
onset of winter season with a cold 
weather which resulted in increased 
creation of dust particles and par-
ticulate matter in the atmosphere. 
The Federal Capital’s ambience 
started tainting amid steady rise in 
air pollutant’s ratio due to increased 
vehicular emissions and human ac-
tivities. The Pakistan Environmental 

Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) daily 
air quality report noted that the air 
pollutants’ ratio recorded was be-
low permissible limits and the air 
quality was healthy. The air quality 
data was collected by Pak-EPA for 
24 hours based on three intervals of 
eight hours of data collection from 
different locations of the federal 
capital. The Pak-EPA data revealed 
that the air quality throughout the 
three intervals of data monitoring 
remained low as the ratio of pollut-
ants ratio was below the permissi-
ble limits of national environmental 
quality standards (NEQS). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Persons with disabil-
ities (PWD) have urged the Council 
on Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties (CRPD) to play a vibrant role for 
their socioeconomic uplifting and 
social inclusion as talented amongst 
them are waiting and the right op-
portunity. Talking to APP here 
Wednesday, the Chief Executive 
Officer of the non-profit welfare or-
ganization ‘Saaya’ Asim Zafar said 
that the government reconstituted 
the CRPD and mandated it to en-
sure different welfare works includ-
ing health facilities, employment, 
making the offices and markets 
accessible for disabled persons. He 
said buildings and offices have built 
ramps on the directions of CRPD to 

fulfill the formality and ignored the 
relevant height that made entries 
dangerous for persons with disabil-
ities. “Execution of such programs 
could be successful if disabled per-
sons are made part of it”, he add-
ed. Asim said that correct data on 
disabled persons was not available 
and it was important as government 
constitutes policy and allocates the 
budget based on the available data. 
He said to avail the data on disabled 
persons, the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) included a question-
naire on “Pakistan Social and Living 
Standards Measurement” which 
concluded that around 14 percent 
of persons have disabilities in the 
country. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Re-
gional Studies (IRS) in collabora-
tion with Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
(FES) Pakistan organized a Book 
Launch Ceremony for Marc Sax-
er’s book titled ‘Transformative Re-
alism’. Marc Saxer, the author, said 
that the book was written in the 
German context with the aim to ad-
dress the looming economic crisis. 
He said that while the mitigation 
of looming challenges like climate 
change, democracy, and financial 
meltdown required a robust trans-
formation of our political systems 
from head to toe, transformative re-
alism was a far cry on both, global 
and national levels. 
Saxer added that the book also 
dwelled on what was the new geo-
political order, what was the way 
forward for countries, and what 
was the comparative advantage 
that the states had with respect to 
the world. 
He said that there was a need for 
social re-engineering of the society 
and its structure. Transformative 
alliances could be guaranteed only 
if deliberately brought with ade-
quate resources to break through 
status quo alliances and it was vi-
tal to create platforms where all of 
the above could come forth as one, 
he said. Dr Mujeeb Afzal, Assis-
tant Professor at School of Politics 
and International Relations (SPIR), 
Quaid-i-Azam University, com-
mented that modern societies were 
complex and it was the system’s in-
ability that produced problems that 
it was not able to solve. Hence the 

way that these societies were creat-
ing and consuming things created 
crisis and instability. The resistance 
to change was due to a combina-
tion of status quo forces, which in-
terpreted resistance in their view of 
moralism. 
The Technocrats were not able to 
provide any solution and hence 
change was only possible through 
restructuring the social order as 
there was a dire need to break the 
inertia, he added. Dr Afzal said that 
capitalism had faced many chal-
lenges but had proven to be pow-
erful enough as it had invented 
and reinvented itself many a times. 
Hence, its potential to reinvent it-
self in the current crisis, could not 
be underestimated at any cost, he 
added. Ambassador Nadeem Riyaz, 
President IRS complimented Sax-
er for being an avid writer on de-
mocratization and transformation 
in both developed and developing 
societies. 
He said that the book made it eas-
ier for his readers to understand 
the multifarious challenges con-
fronting societies across the globe 
to become better democracies. He 
commented that the book was less 
about the crisis crippling the soci-
ety. It was not about the what and 
why of change but was mostly fo-
cused about ‘how’ to bring about 
change. Ambassador Riyaz said 
that Saxer in his book, advocat-
ed ideas that gave academics and 
scholars ways to re-orienting their 
democratic struggle with renewed 
hope. (PR)

Nazeer Tarar returns  
to federal cabinet

Voter’s Day on Dec 7

Gang busted

LAHORE: Senator Azam Nazeer 
Tarar has rejoined the federal cab-
inet as the law minister, a day after 
a PML-N delegation called on him 
and informed him that the prime 
minister has rejected his resigna-
tion. “In terms of rule 3(4) of the 
Rules of Business, 1973, the prime 
minister has been pleased to allo-
cate the portfolio of law and Justice 
to Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Fed-
eral Minister, with immediate effect. 
Consequently, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, 
the Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Political Affairs, shall 
cease to hold the portfolio of law and 
Justice,” said a notification issued 
by the Cabinet Division on Wednes-
day. Tarar stepped down as the law 
minister last month, citing “person-
al reasons” after which the federal 
government appointed Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq in his place and handed him 
an additional portfolio apart from 
economic affairs.(Agecnies)

SIALKOT: District Election Commis-
sioner Muhammad Khalil Qaisrani 
has said that the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) will celebrate 
December 7 as National Voter’s Day 
in the country. The Election Commis-
sion will celebrate the day at central, 
provincial and district level as well. 
Talking to APP on Wednesday, he said 
the purpose of celebrating the day was 
to create awareness about vote, its im-
portance and registration. He said on 
December,7 various seminars would 
be organized and awareness would 
be raised among voters. The District 
Election Commission would organize 
a programme in collaboration with the 
education department and the district 
administration for which a seminar 
will be held on December 7 at Govern-
ment Murray College, Sialkot, he said. 
If a voter’s name had not been regis-
tered in voter lists for some reason, 
then a one-window center had been 
established at the District Election 
Commission office. (APP)

MULTAN: Motorway police on 
Wednesday busted a gang involved 
in stealing optical fiber and batter-
ies from motorway and arrested two 
members of the gang besides re-
covered stolen valuables from their 
possession. According to motorway 
police, DSP Zargham Atta Baloch 
informed motorway police about 
a suspicious car registration num-
ber AMQ-439. A team of motorway 
police led by Sub-Inspector Khalil 
Ahmed and SI Ismail chased the 
car. All of a sudden, all six persons 
of the car attempted to escape from 
the scene but the police team arrest-
ed two of them including Ahmed 
Khan and islam Uddin while other 
four fled away. During search, team 
recovered optical fiber and batter-
ies from the car and later, handed 
over the criminals to Sadar Jalalpur 
Pirwala police where FIR has been 
registered against them. Further 
investigation was underway. Zonal 
Commander Motorway Police DIG 
Shahid Javed announced commen-
datory certificates for the officials. 
(APP)

Imran felicitates COAS, reminds him of Quaid-i-Azam’s advice

Country crippled by power-hungry people, says Sheikh Rashid

ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan on Wednesday congratulated 
Gen Asim Munir on assuming com-
mand as Chief of Army Staff (COAS). 
The former prime minister took to 
Twitter to congratulate the newly-ap-
pointed top general a day after he 
took charge at a change of command 
ceremony at the General Headquar-
ters (GHQ). He also felicitated Gen 
Sahid Shamshad Mirza on becom-

ing Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC). Mr Khan, who 
was ousted from the prime minis-
ter’s office through a no-confidence 
vote in April, expressed hope that the 
new military leadership would end 
the prevailing trust deficit that had 
been built up in the last eight months 
“between the nation and the State”. 
“Strength of the State is derived from 
its people,” reads the tweet. He also 

shared a message by the founder of 
Pakistan, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah, to the armed forces in 
August 1947. “Do not forget that the 
armed forces are the servants of the 
people and you do not make national 
policy; it is we, the civilians, who de-
cide these issues and it is your duty 
to carry out these tasks with which 
you are entrusted,” reads the Quaid’s 
message. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim 
League (AML) chief Sheikh Rashid 
said on Wednesday the country had 
been economically shattered by peo-
ple with sheer greed for power. The 
former interior minister on his Twit-
ter underlined the instant challeng-
es being faced by the state. He said 
the country was facing an economic 
catastrophe whereas power-hungry 
people were ruling over them. Mr 

Rashid, while hinting at the recent 
change in the military command, 
said ‘rescue operation’ had begun 
today. He added that the apolitical 
approach of the institutions was 
commendable, but it’s nearly impos-
sible for the institutions to stay aloof 
from public affairs.  Mr Rashid fur-
ther said a decision would be taken 
about the two provincial assemblies 
[Punjab and KP] within one week. 

In his last public address in Rawal-
pindi, the Pakistan-Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) chairman Imran Khan 
announced that he would dissolve 
the Punjab and KP assemblies in 
protest against the incumbent gov-
ernment. The PTI leadership had 
been striving for an early election 
in the country and holding protests 
to pressurise the coalition govern-
ment.(Agencies)
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Pakistan, EU agree to continue joint working  
to deepen bilateral ties

Trains for Karachi,Quetta to run as per schedule

ECP says LG polls in Punjab in April

Int’l day of persons with disabilities  
to be observed on Saturday

NA speaker pledges continued support  
for strengthening democracy

Student death: BZU to hold internal inquiry  
into bus accident

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Euro-
pean Union (EU) have agreed to 
continue working together to fur-
ther deepen and broaden bilateral 
cooperation. This came into, during 
the 8th round of Pakistan-European 
Union Political Dialogue which held 
in Brussels. The dialogue covered a 
broad range of subjects in the con-
text of Pakistan–EU relations, as 
well as regional and global devel-
opments. Both sides underlined the 
importance they attached to their 
multifaceted partnership. The Act-
ing Foreign Secretary Jauhar Saleem 
and Enrique Mora, Deputy Secre-

tary General of European External 
Action Service led their respective 
sides. Acting Foreign Secretary ap-
preciated the timely and invaluable 
humanitarian assistance and support 
provided by the European Union for 
the victims of the massive climate 
induced floods in Pakistan. Taking 
note of the multiple, complex chal-
lenges confronting Afghanistan, the 
Acting Foreign Secretary reiterated 
the importance of sustained engage-
ment of the international community 
with the Interim Afghan Government 
in order to ensure wellbeing of the 
Afghan people. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The Pakistan Railways 
has removed engineering restric-
tions on the train operation in Suk-
kur and Karachi divisions from 
Thursday. According to a circular 
issued here on Wednesday, now 
trains would run according to the 
winter schedule without any delay. 
The decision has been made on the 
direction of Railways Minister Kha-
waja Saad Rafique to facilitate pas-
sengers. It is pertinent to mention 

here that heavy rains and floods 
had badly damaged the tracks after 
which the PR had suspended train 
operation for Karachi and Quetta 
cities. After day and night efforts 
of the PR engineers and employees, 
the tracks were partially restoredin 
November with restrictions and 
now it is completely restored. Now 
the trains for Karachi and Quetta 
will run as per schedule without 
any delay. (APP)

LAHORE: The Elections Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day announced to hold long-delayed 
local bodies elections in Punjab in 
April next year. The decision was 
taken in a meeting chaired by Chief 
Elections Commissioner (CEC) 
Sultan Sikandar Raja. The meeting 
was briefed that the top election 
body had to delimit the constitu-
encies for the third time. The ECP 
has directed the Punjab govern-
ment to provide an updated copy 
of local bodies election laws, union 
councils and maps so the elections 
could be held as soon as possible. 
The chief election commissioner 
said that it would hold LG polls by 
using its constitutional authority if 
the laws are amended again. The 
commission has blamed the pro-
vincial government for the delay in 
the LG polls, saying amending the 
rules from time to time caused the 

delay. Earlier this year, the PML-N 
came into power in Punjab for a 
short period and it replaced the 
PTI’s local bodies laws with its 
own version. After the former chief 
minister Hamza Shahbaz -led gov-
ernment was removed, the PTI re-
gained control of the province and 
they repealed the PML-N’s version 
concerning LG polls. The Punjab s 
most recent LG elections were held 
on a party basis in light with a ver-
dict of the Supreme Court. How-
ever, the election members could 
not serve the people as the PTI had 
rendered the local bodies financial-
ly and administratively ineffective 
and their termed expired in 2021. 
According to the latest Punjab Lo-
cal Government Act 2022, the elec-
tion for mayor of the metropolitan 
corporations and District Council 
in all divisional headquarters will 
be held by direct voting. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities 
(IDPD) will be observed around 
the globe including Pakistan on De-
cember 03 (Saturday) with the ob-
jective to sensitize the world on dis-
ability issues and mobilize support 
for the dignity, rights, and well-be-
ing of persons with disabilities. 
The Day will be marked under the 
theme “Transformative solutions 
for inclusive development: the role 
of innovation in fueling an accessi-
ble and equitable world”. Talking 
to APP on Wednesday, Dr. Afshan 
Afridi, a polio affected disabled 
rights activist said, “First and fore-

most, important issue for the per-
son with disabilities is the accep-
tance from the family and society. 
The people with disabilities are not 
treated equally and from family to 
society no one accept these people 
as a part of the society”. She said 
that acceptance is the first step for 
these people towards a normal life 
and we need to create awareness 
among the families and society to 
treat the people with disabilities as 
a part of the society and provide 
them equal health, education and 
other facilities to enable them to 
become an active and positive cit-
izen of the country. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf on 
Wednesday pledged continued sup-
port for strengthening democracy 
and devoting all energies to com-
plete the mission of former prime 
minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto. In his 
55th Foundation Day message, be-
ing observed on Wednesday with 
renewed resolve to continue serv-
ing the people, the speaker said that 
the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
has an enviable history of serving 
the masses and strengthening de-

mocracy in its over a half-century 
existence. The speaker said the 
PPP has offered unprecedented 
sacrifices for the strengthening of 
democracy and democratic tradi-
tions, adding that PPP has always 
represented the aspirations of the 
people, besides giving priority to 
serving the masses. He said former 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhut-
to, a great leader who rebuild the 
country after the dismemberment 
of the country, had laid the foun-
dations of Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) in 1967.(APP)

MULTAN: Bahauddin Zakariya Univer-
sity (BZU) will conduct an internal in-
quiry into bus accident wherein the Var-
sity student was killed near check post 
on Tuesday. BZU Chairman Transport 
Committee, Dr Nazim Labar told on 
Wednesday that initially, it was reported 
that the accident occurred due to brake 
failure. “I have written a letter to VC, Dr 
Akbar Kundi today for constituting an 
inquiry committee to know the exact 
cause of the accident,” he stated. It was 

a 7-up route bus which strated picking 
students from different points of the 
Varsity after their classes were over, he 
said and added that near the entry and 
exit gate, it went out of control of the 
driver, Nadeem Khan, and hit a station-
ary car where the deceased student was 
sitting. Replying a question, Chairman 
Transport Committee informed that the 
varsity has a fleet of 50 buses including 
1978 model bedford, Hino and other 
companies buses.(APP)

Six outlaws held

PM condoles death of 
ex-Chinese president

14 food points fined

Three flour mills fined

Annual inter exam  
to start from Dec 1

SIALKOT: District police arrested 
six outlaws and recovered narcot-
ics as well as weapons from their 
possession. Police said here on 
Wednesday that the teams of dif-
ferent police teams conducted raids 
at the areas under their jurisdiction 
and detained Rohail, Usama, Intizar 
Hussain, Muhammed Anwar, Mu-
hammed Mansha and Ali Raza,be-
sides recovering 1. 180kg hashish, 
7 liters liquor and weapons from 
them. Police sent the accused be-
hind the bars after registering sepa-
rate cases against them.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Wednesday expressed 
profound grief over the death of the 
former President of China, Jiang 
Zemin. The prime minister said the 
late Chinese president was a wise 
leader and a statesman who was re-
garded in Pakistan as a great friend. 
“In Pakistan, we fondly remember 
him as a great friend who made 
valuable contributions to strength-
ening Pakistan-China relations,” he 
posted in a tweet. China’s former 
leader Jiang Zemin, who steered the 
country through a transformational 
era from the late 1980s and into the 
new millennium, died at the age of 
96, the Xinhua news agency report-
ed on Wednesday.(APP)

SARGODHA: The Punjab Food 
Authority (PFA), in a crackdown, 
imposed fine on 14 food points on 
various violations. A PFA spokes-
man said on Wednesday that Depu-
ty Director Food Authority Shehbaz 
Sarwer checked shops, bakeries 
and other outlets besides imposing a 
fine of Rs 107,000 on 14 outlets over 
selling unwholesome items. The 
PFA also wasted 60-litres of adulter-
ated milk and issued warningsto 76 
outlets. (APP)

MULTAN: Three flour mills were 
sealed and fined for producing 
sub-standard flour, according to 
official of the Punjab food Author-
ity (PFA). A fine of Rs 300,000 was 
imposed collectively on Al- Ramzan 
Flour Mills, Al- Razzaq Flour Mills 
and Mashad Flour Mills, operating 
in Khanewal and Lodhran districts. 
Deputy Director Food Asif Raza 
launched crackdown on reports of 
embezzlement by the flour mills in 
official quota. Asif Raza said that 
the Authority had also thwarted at-
tempt of inter-provincial smuggling 
of hundreds of flour bags in past few 
days. (APP)

FAISALABAD: The second annual 
examination of intermediate part-I, 
II, composite-2022 will commence 
from December 1 under the aegis of 
board of intermediate and second-
ary education Faisalabad. Accord-
ing to Secretary Board Dr Saleem 
Tiqqi Shah, a total of 13,097 candi-
dates will appear in the examina-
tion. Faisalabad board set up 44 ex-
amination centers in four districts 
Jhang, Chiniot, Toba Tek Singh and 
Faisalabad. He said that mobile in-
spectors and supervisory staff from 
the education department had been 
deployed for monitoring the exam-
ination. (APP)

US, Pakistan join hands to elevate higher education sector
ISLAMABAD: The United States 
through its embassy in Islamabad 
has joined hands with the govern-
ment of Pakistan to elevate the 
higher education sector of the coun-
try. In this regard, United States 
Ambassador Donald Blome joined 
officials from the University of Utah 
and Federal Minister for Planning 
Development and Special Initia-
tives, Ahsan Iqbal, to inaugurate 
the International Summit on Higher 
Education and Workforce Develop-
ment on Wednesday. The summit 
was organized by the U.S.-funded 
Higher Education System Strength-
ening Activity (HESSA) and focuses 

on the role of higher education in 
the 21st century, highlighting the 
fluid nature of learning and em-
ployment, and exploring how uni-
versities can reposition themselves 
in this ever-changing landscape. On 
the occasion, Federal Minister for 
Planning Development and Special 
Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal said that the 
government of Pakistan is open to 
improving the higher education sys-
tem and is looking into various op-
tions to capitalize on the abundant 
youth potential in the country. He 
appreciated the Pakistan’s 75-year 
partnership with the US govern-
ment and celebrated the support 

provided by the US government to 
academia through specialized in-
vestment in higher education. He 
further added that academic insti-
tutions and the public and private 
sectors should join hands to accel-
erate this development. Ahsan Iqbal 
tasked Pakistani higher education 
officials to improve higher educa-
tion. Ambassador Donald Blome 
while highlighting the 75 years of 
partnership between the US and 
Pakistan said, “In a country where 
more than 60 percent of the popula-
tion is below the age of 30, we must 
continue to help youth achieve their 
full potential.” (Agencies)

Character development training program  
to be launched:DC

SIALKOT: The district adminis-
tration would launch a training 
program for character building of 
young generation in collaboration 
with Seerat Study Center A meet-
ing was held in the DC office under 
the chairmanship of Deputy Com-
missioner Sialkot/Chairman Seerat 
Study Center Abdullah Khurram Ni-
azi. Deputy Commissioner directed 
concerned officials to prepare and 
present a complete plan of one-day 
training session for students from 
grade 8 to 10 at Seerat Study Cen-
ter in the next three days. So, the 

training session could be started at 
the earliest after getting the approv-
al of the program from the board of 
Directors of Seerat Study Center. 
He said that the children of all the 
schools of Sialkot district will be in-
vited for the training session as per 
the schedule and they will be pro-
vided transport facility as well as re-
freshments. On the occasion,Deputy 
Director Colleges Sialkot Professor 
Malik Shams, CEO District educa-
tion Authority Tariq Rathore and 
Secretary Seerat Study Center Asad 
Ijaz were present. (APP)

Tank administration holds open court  
to address revenue-related problems

Cabinet committee extends license  
of dispensers for three years

Renowned compere Dildar Bhatti remembered

9,986 acres PR land found under illegal occupation

TANK: The district administration 
on Wednesday organized a Khuli 
Kachehri to resolve revenue depart-
ment-related problems of people. 
The revenue darbar was conducted 
under the supervision of Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner(Gener-
al) Tanvir Khan in which Assistant 
Commissioner Tank Aminullah 
Khan, Additional Assistant Com-
missioner Jamshed Alam Khan, 
Additional Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue Shohab Khan and revenue 
officials were present. The ADC di-

rected the revenue officials to take 
immediate measures on the resolu-
tion of problems which were high-
lighted during the forum while some 
written applications were forward-
ed for further necessary action. He 
said the district administration was 
taking various measures to provide 
revenue-related facilities to people. 
Similarly, he said the process of land 
computerization was also going on 
which would ensure transparency 
and people would get their prob-
lems resolved in less time.(APP)

LAHORE: The cabinet standing 
committee on legislative business 
has conditionally approved the 
extension of license of dispens-
ers across Punjab for three years. 
Provincial Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Environment Protec-
tion and Cooperatives Muhammad 
Basharat Raja chaired the meeting. 
He set a conditional extension for 
three years and an upper age limit 
in the license of dispensers across 
Punjab. Provincial Minister for 
Primary and Secondary Health Dr 
Akhtar Malik also participated in 
the meeting. The committee decid-

ed that the special course would be 
conducted for 6,057 dispensers to 
run a pharmacy. The meeting ob-
served that there was no upper age 
limit for the license. The health min-
ister suggested that an upper age 
limit be set for dispensers’ licens-
es. Chairman Committee Basharat 
Raja directed that license should 
not be issued to people above 75 
years of age. He said that after 70 
years it would be mandatory to 
submit a medical fitness certificate 
for license. The committee also de-
cided on necessary amendments in 
laws and rules in this regard.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Renowned TV and 
radio compere, columnist, author, 
and actor Dildar Pervaiz Bhatti was 
remembered on the occasion of his 
birth anniversary on Wednesday. 
Born in Gujranwala on November 
30, 1948, Dildar Parvaiz Bhatti, got 
his early education in Gujranwa-
la. Dildar received many trophies 
by winning debating competitions 
throughout school and college days. 
After completing Master’s in English 
Literature, Bhatti started his career 
as English lecturer at Government 
College Sahiwal. Within a year, he re-

located to Lahore, where he worked 
at the Government College. His ca-
reer in entertainment industry start-
ed from Radio Pakistan in early 70s, 
where he hosted a program called 
Sohni Dharti. The transition from ra-
dio to TV didn’t take long as he tried 
his hand at acting in TV drama series 
at Pakistan Television Corporation. 
He also worked as newscaster. He 
soon realised that these were not his 
cup of tea, and got the opportunity 
to host a university challenge style 
TV show ‘Takra’, which made him a 
household name.(APP)

HYDERABAD: Pakistan Railways 
major portion of around 9,986 acres 
land worth billion of rupees was 
found under illegal occupation of pri-
vate, individual and different govern-
ment departments across the country. 
“Around 3,287 acres were occupied 
in Punjab, 832 acres under encroach-
ment in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, 5,180 
acres in Sindh and 687 acres land oc-
cupied in Balochistan,” an official in 
the Ministry told APP. However, he 
said Pakistan Railways has retrieved 
as many as 955 acres of its land 
worth Rs 19,603 million during var-
ious anti-encroachment operations 
across the country in the last five 
years. “Around 476 acres retrieved 
in Punjab, 133 acres in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, 327 acres in Sindh and only 

19 acres in Balochistan had been re-
trieved by the Pakistan Railways,” he 
said. He said that about 3,287 acres 
in Punjab, 832 acres in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, 5,180 acres in Sindh, and 
687 acres of land in Balochistan were 
being encroached. The official said 
that in the light of orders of the Su-
preme Court, the anti-encroachment 
operations for retrieval of encroached 
railway land all over the Railway 
network were initiated and a joint 
procedure order was issued to all Di-
visional Superintendents for retrieval 
of Railways land from encroachment. 
“The anti-encroachment schedules, 
on a three months basis, are being 
prepared and sent to all concerned in 
line with the joint procedure order,” 
the official added. (APP)
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Turkey’s economy  
grew 3.9pc in Q3

Nepra reduces KE tariff 
by Rs2.15 per unit

Bulls move PSX up  
by 91.19 points

ANKARA: Turkey’s economy grew 
3.9% annually in the third quar-
ter, slightly less than expected and 
cooler than earlier in the year ac-
cording to official data on Wednes-
day, as high inflation and a global 
slowdown weighed on domestic 
and foreign demand. Gross do-
mestic product (GDP) contracted 
0.1% from the previous quarter on 
a seasonally and calendar-adjusted 
basis, data from the Turkish Statis-
tical Institute showed. In a Reuters 
poll, the economy was forecast to 
have expanded 4% year-on-year in 
the third quarter. Full-year growth 
was seen at 5% after a strong first 
half of the year, which saw the econ-
omy expand more than 7.5%. An-
nual growth in the second quarter 
of 2022 was revised to 7.7% from 
7.6%, data showed on Wednesday. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric 
Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) 
on Wednesday reduced power tar-
iff by Rs2.15 per unit for K-Electric 
(KE) consumers on account of fuel 
cost adjustments (FCAs) for the 
month of October. A public hearing 
was conducted by the power regula-
tor to consider the proposed reduc-
tion wherein the regulator stated 
that it will issue detailed decision 
after further scrutiny of the data. 
According to Nepra, the reduction 
will not apply to lifeline consumers. 
(Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) improved slightly 
Wednesday morning by 91.19 points 
to a spot of 42,464.78 after Mon-
day’s meltdown of the KSE-100 fol-
lowing the State Bank of Pakistan’s 
interest rate hike on Friday. As the 
morning bell rang, the benchmark 
KSE-100 index rose by 39.41 points 
from the previous close of 42,373.59 
points. So far, the KSE-100 index 
climbed to the highest at 42,511.98 
on Wednesday. The top contributor 
pushing the benchmark KSE-100 
index upwards included Technolo-
gy and Communication Companies, 
showing a change of 143.53 points. 
By contrast, the highest change is 
observed with Automobile Parts & 
Accessories, leaving a positive of 
0.98%. So far, the volume leader 
is noted to be KAPCO, observing a 
change by 0.33%.(Agencies)

UK mulls buy now, pay later to make financial advice cheaper

Singapore’s Temasek reviews US$275m FTX-related loss

ECC okays to launch Credit Guarantee Scheme for low-income group

LONDON: Britain’s financial 
watchdog proposed new rules on 
Wednesday to encourage cheap-
er advice on simple stock invest-
ments from April 2024 by allowing 
consumers to pay fees in instal-
ments. The new rules target con-
sumers with savings of at least 
£10,000 (US$12,017) to invest for 
at least five years in a stocks and 
shares ISA, or individual savings 
accounts, which offer tax breaks. 
“The proposals will create a sepa-
rate, simplified financial advice re-

gime, making it cheaper and easier 
for firms to advise consumers about 
certain mainstream investments 
within stocks and shares ISAs,” 
the Financial Conduct Authority 
said. The watchdog said its recent 
Financial Lives survey found that 
4.2 million people in Britain held 
more than £10,000 in cash and are 
open to investing some of it, a step 
it said would help them mitigate the 
impact of high inflation. The rule 
changes aim to prevent in-person fi-
nancial advice from being too cost-

ly by streamlining the “fact find” 
on the customer, limiting the range 
of investments covered and easing 
the qualification needed for advice 
on simple products, the watchdog 
said. Fees for advice could also be 
paid in instalments to avoid a big, 
upfront bill, it added. “We expect 
that these changes, along with the 
Consumer Duty, should mean core 
investment advice can be offered 
to consumers at a lower price point 
than holistic financial advice,” the 
FCA said. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s Dep-
uty Prime Minister Lawrence 
Wong said on Wednesday that Te-
masek Holdings has initiated an 
internal review of its investment 
in the now-bankrupt FTX crypto 
exchange. Temasek had invest-
ed about US$275 million in FTX, 
which it said it has decided to write 
down after the spectacular collapse 

of the exchange. The loss was “dis-
appointing” and had caused repu-
tational damage to Temasek, Wong 
said in parliament. “The fact that 
other leading global institutional 
investors like BlackRock and Se-
quoia Capital also invested in FTX 
does not mitigate this,” he said. 
Wong, who is also finance minis-
ter, said the loss does not not mean 

Temasek’s governance system was 
not working and “no amount of due 
diligence and monitoring can elimi-
nate the risks altogether”. Temasek 
has said its cost of investment in 
FTX was 0.09% of its net portfolio 
value of S$403 billion (US$293.97 
billion) as of March 31, 2022, and it 
currently had no direct exposure in 
cryptocurrencies.(Agencies)

KARACHI: The Economic Coordi-
nation Committee (ECC) approved 
the launching of a Credit Guarantee 
Scheme under the Credit Guarantee 
Trust Fund through the Second Sup-
plemental Trust Deed for low-in-
come housing, a meeting of ECC 
presided over by the Finance Minis-
ter on Tuesday. To expand the pro-
vision of risk cover to Finance In-
stitutions (FIs) against financing in 
the housing sector the World Bank 

approved an amount of $85 million 
for the Credit Guarantee Scheme. 
During the meeting, Finance Divi-
sion submitted a summary of the 
launch of the Credit Guarantee 
Scheme. It was presented that Paki-
stan Mortgage Refinance Company 
Limited (PMRC) has been set up as 
a joint initiative of the Government 
and Commercial Banks/Develop-
ment FIs (DFIs) to provide medium 
and long-term funding to primary 

mortgage lenders by raising from 
the capital debt market at cheaper 
rates. Another summary was sub-
mitted by the Ministry of National 
Food Security & Research on the 
fixation and notification of Mini-
mum Indicative Prices of Tobacco 
Crop 2023. After detailed deliber-
ation, the ECC approved minimum 
indicative prices for various types of 
tobacco for different areas for the 
2023 tobacco crop.(Agencies)

Oil up as US crude stocks seen falling, 
OPEC+ concerns limit gains

Sri Lanka’s debt to China close to 20pc  
of public external debt

Russia donates 260,000 tons of fertilizer to Africa

India’s automakers compete  
for electric future’s top spot

Poland to charge Ukrainian refugees for housing

Govt taking steps to facilitate business environment: Dar

Asia stocks choppy as investors cautious  
after disappointing China data

Fashion retailer H&M to cut 1,500 jobs  
in cost saving drive

Thailand hikes key rate to keep inflation in check

SINGAPORE CITY: Oil prices rose 
in early Asian trade on Wednesday 
as U.S. crude inventories were seen 
falling, but concerns that OPEC+ 
would leave output policy un-
changed at its upcoming meeting 
limited gains. Brent crude futures 
were up 65 cents or 0.8% at $83.68 
per barrel by 0132 GMT, while U.S. 
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude futures rose 68 cents or 0.9% 
to $78.88 per barrel. Helping to 
boost prices, U.S. crude oil stocks 
were expected to have dropped 
by about 7.9 million barrels in the 
week ended Nov. 25, according 
to market sources citing Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute figures on 
Tuesday. Gasoline inventories rose 
by about 2.9 million barrels, while 
distillate stocks were seen rising 
about 4.0 million barrels, according 

to the sources, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. Official figures 
are due by the U.S Energy Informa-
tion Administration on Wednesday. 
The market was also watching the 
upcoming meeting by the Organi-
zation of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries and allies including Rus-
sia, known as OPEC+. OPEC+ is 
likely to keep oil output policy un-
changed at a meeting on Sunday, 
five OPEC+ sources said, although 
two sources said an additional 
production cut was also likely to 
be considered, to support prices.  
The group meets as slowing econ-
omies and Chinese COVD-19 
lockdowns hit oil demand, while 
a nearing European Union ban on 
Russian crude imports and a G7 
price cap on Russian crude raises 
questions about supply. (Agencies)

JOHANNESBURG: Sri Lanka owed 
Chinese lenders $7.4 billion - near-
ly a fifth of its public external debt - 
by the end of last year, calculations 
by the China Africa Research Initia-
tive (CARI) published on Wednes-
day showed, an estimate higher 
than many others. The figure was 
above the “often-quoted 10 to 15 
percent figures,” the study said, 
adding a “significant portion” of the 
country’s debt to China had been 
recorded under lending to state-
owned enterprises rather than 
central government. Crisis-hit Sri 
Lanka is in the midst of a debt re-
structuring after years of economic 
mismanagement combined with the 
COVID-19 pandemic saw the coun-
try plunge into the worst econom-

ic crisis since independence from 
Britain in 1948 and tip into default. 
Export-Import Bank of China (Ex-
imBank) and China Development 
Bank are the two largest Chinese 
lenders, accounting for $4.3 billion 
and $3 billion respectively, accord-
ing to the data collected by CARI 
at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International 
Studies. China is Sri Lanka’s larg-
est bilateral creditor and, with India 
and Japan, part of official creditor 
talks to restructure the country’s 
debt. “China will have to play a ma-
jor role in Sri Lanka’s debt restruc-
turing process,” CARI researchers 
Umesh Moramudali and Thilina 
Panduwawala wrote in the report. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia has donated 
260,000 metric tons of fertilizer it 
produced that was sitting in Europe-
an ports and warehouses for use by 
farmers in Africa, the United Nations 
said Tuesday. “This will serve to al-
leviate humanitarian needs and pre-
vent catastrophic crop loss in Africa, 
where it is currently planting sea-
son,” U.N. spokesman Stephane Du-
jarric told reporters, welcoming the 
announcement. He said a ship char-
tered by the World Food Program left 

the Netherlands on Tuesday carrying 
20,000 tons of the fertilizer destined 
for the southeastern African nation 
of Malawi. Dujarric said it would take 
about a month to reach Beira, in Mo-
zambique, and then would be trans-
ported overland to Malawi, which is 
a landlocked country.  “It will be the 
first of a series of shipments of fertil-
izer destined for a number of other 
countries on the African continent in 
the coming months,” Dujarric added. 
(Agencies)

MUMBAI: Major automakers in In-
dia are making a big push toward 
electric vehicles, hoping to grab the 
lion’s share of the country’s nascent 
market. Tata Motors has introduced 
electrics that are 30% to 50% cheaper 
than conventional models, showing a 
willingness to sacrifice profitability 
for market share. Other manufac-
turers are increasing investments as 
the government offers financial in-
centives for production and purchas-
es. But an inadequate nationwide 
charging network and other issues 
threaten to slow the shift to EVs. 
Tata Motors, which ranks third in 
the domestic passenger car market, 
began taking reservations in October 
for its new hatchback EV, the Tia-
go. The steeply discounted price of 
849,000 rupees (US$10,400) is down 
from over 1 million rupees initially. 

The company originally intended to 
limit this discount to 10,000 vehicles 
but said reservations exceeded that 
number on the first day alone. Af-
ter Tata announced plans to expand 
the discount campaign, reservations 
topped 20,000 units by late Novem-
ber. Deliveries are to start in Janu-
ary. Less than 15,000 electrics were 
sold in India during 2021, British 
researcher LMC Automotive reports, 
with Tata accounting for about 80%. 
(Agencies)

WARSAW: Ukrainians who have fled 
to Poland, because of the ongoing 
conflict with Russia, will have to start 
paying for their housing and food 
next year, the government in Warsaw 
has announced. The Polish authori-
ties said on Tuesday they plan to in-
troduce the new rules from March 1, 
2023. The amendments to the law on 
support for Ukrainians will go before 
parliament soon, and is expected to 
pass without complications. Accord-
ing to the proposal, refugees living in 
state accommodation centers for lon-
ger than 120 days will have to cover 
50% of the cost up to 40 zlotys ($8.87) 
per day, per person. After 180 days, 
the sum will increase further to 75% 
of the cost, up to 60 zlotys ($13.2) 
per day. Children, the elderly, dis-
abled people, pregnant women and 
caretakers of three or more children 
will be excluded from the rules. Con-

trols on benefits provided by Poland 
to Ukrainian refugees will also be 
tightened. The government plans to 
withhold money from refugees leav-
ing Polish territory, with those not 
returning in 30 days losing their right 
to residence and benefits altogether. 
With Poland itself facing a cost of 
living crisis, Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki said the proposed mea-
sures are aimed at making sure that 
“Polish taxpayers pay as little as pos-
sible for an expected next wave of 
refugees.” Around a thousand Ukrai-
nians are arriving in Poland on a daily 
basis, Morawiecki said, adding that 
he expects the influx to increase as 
the situation in the neighboring coun-
try keeps deteriorating. Warsaw has 
been one of the strongest backers of 
Kiev since the launch of the Russian 
military operation in Ukraine in late 
February.  (Agencies)

KARACHI: Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar has assured the delegations that 
the present government has taken all 
pragmatic measures to facilitate the 
business environment in Pakistan, 
a press release issued on Tuesday 
showed. Finance held a meeting with 
a delegation of institutional investors 
at the Finance Division on Tuesday. 
During the meeting, the delegation 
discussed the economic situation 
and outlook of the country and dis-
cussed the IMF program, flood-relat-
ed expenditure and losses, market 

perception and outlook, as well as 
the external account situation. “The 
country is slowly but gradually mov-
ing toward economic stability and it 
is high time to invest in Pakistan”, Fi-
nance Minister said. He also shared 
that the reconstruction and rehabili-
tation phase will start in the coming 
months. “The present government 
aims to successfully complete the 
IMF program and shared that the 
government will repay the interna-
tional bonds on time”, he shared. 
(Agencies)

HONG KONG: Asian shares wob-
bled on Wednesday as investors re-
main cautious about China’s path 
to reopening its economy after it 
released disappointing manufactur-
ing data, with China and Hong Kong 
stocks wiping out strong gains from 
the previous day. MSCI’s gauge of 
Asia Pacific stocks outside Japan 
(.MIAPJ0000PUS) was up 0.02% at 
0201 GMT, paring earlier losses. At 
current levels, the index is set to post 
its biggest monthly gain since April 
1999. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng In-
dex (.HSI) and China’s benchmark 

CSI300 Index (.CSI300), though, 
opened down 0.4% and 0.3% respec-
tively, with China’s factory activity 
contracting at a faster-than-expect-
ed pace in November. China’s facto-
ry activity deepened this month, an 
official survey showed on Wednes-
day, weighed down by softening 
global demand and COVID-19 re-
strictions. The losses in Hong Kong 
and China reversed positive senti-
ment from Tuesday, when Chinese 
officials said the country would 
speed up COVID-19 vaccinations for 
elderly people.  (Agencies)

OSLO: Swedish fashion retailer 
H&M will cut some 1,500 jobs as 
part of its cost-cutting drive and 
book a restructuring charge of 800 
million Swedish crowns (US$75.80 
million) in the fourth quarter, it said 
on Wednesday. In September, H&M, 
the world’s No 2 fashion retailer, 
launched a plan to save 2 billion 
Swedish crowns per year. “The cost 

and efficiency programme that we 
have initiated involves reviewing 
our organisation and we are very 
mindful of the fact that colleagues 
will be affected by this,” Chief ex-
ecutive Helena Helmersson said in 
a statement. “We will support our 
colleagues in finding the best possi-
ble solution for their next step,” she 
added. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: The Bank of Thai-
land raised its key interest rate 
by a quarter point to 1.25% on 
Wednesday for the third time in 
a row this year to keep inflation 
in check, bringing the rate to its 
highest since February 2020. That 
matched market expectations and 
a Reuters poll, where 19 econo-
mists out of 21 said the Thai cen-
tral bank would lift the rate by 
0.25 percentage point at its policy 
meeting on Wednesday. The bank 
raised rates by 25 basis points in 
both August and September. Thai 
inflation slowed to 5.98% in Octo-
ber, down from 6.41% in Septem-
ber and a 14-year-high of 7.86% in 
August. But prices are still climb-
ing relatively quickly, due largely 

to rampaging oil prices, forcing 
the central bank to keep a very 
close eye on inflation and continue 
tightening monetary policy. Ana-
lysts said the third rate hike of 0.25 
percentage point is meant to keep 
the Thai policy rate closer to those 
of other major world economies, 
prevent massive capital outflows 
and bolster the baht. “That would 
help the fragile Thai economy to 
continue on the recovery path at a 
time when more tourists are com-
ing back to help boost the growth,” 
said an analyst at Asia Plus Secu-
rities in Bangkok. In September, 
the central bank forecast the Thai 
economy to grow by 3.3% this year 
and said it will expand by 3.8% in 
2023. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: It may come as a shock to 
discover that not everyone believes in 
you to the extent that you believe in 
yourself but that will inspire you work 
even harder to impress. Do something 
so brilliant today that no one can deny 
you are a genius.
– TAURUS: Anyone who thinks they 
can fool you into believing something 
that is clearly not true is going to be 
disappointed. Don’t leave it there 
though, turn the tables – use your 
powers of persuasion to get them to 
confess to what they’ve been trying to 
do and why.
– GEMINI: If you sense that someone 
is not being entirely honest with you 
today then you must find out why. 
Even if they are bending the truth 
only a little bit it may mean they can-
not be trusted. The simple fact is you 
don’t need their input.
– CANCER: If you need help today 
don’t be afraid to approach people 
who are in a position to offer you ad-
vice and assistance. Even a Cancer 
as ambitious as you needs a helping 
hand once in a while. Besides, team-
work is essential if you want to make 
progress.
– LEO: Before you accept some kind 
of offer do your homework and make 
sure you know what the potential 
risks and rewards are. Most likely the 

cost will be worth it but you must find 
out for certain. Facts are more import-
ant than instincts today.
– VIRGO: You may find it hard to trust 
someone who has let you down in the 
past but don’t reject their advice com-
pletely because what they are now 
trying to tell you is very much on the 
level. Be on your guard but be open to 
new ideas as well.
– LIBRA: Travel and social activities 
may not go as smoothly as you ex-
pected over the next 24 hours, so be 
flexible in your plans and don’t prom-
ise you will be somewhere at a spe-
cific time unless you are 100 per cent 
sure you can make it.
– SCORPIO: Be careful what you say 
to people in positions of power today, 
because even though your words may 
be on the money they won’t take kind-
ly to having their faults pointed out to 
them. Try being a touch more tactful 
than you usually are.
– SAGITTARIUS: You won’t hesitate 
to give your opinion about a matter 
of some importance but bear in mind 
that you may not have all the facts at 
your fingertips. Someone who is bet-
ter informed than you could make 
you look silly if you make claims you 
cannot prove.
– CAPRICORN: Do whatever it takes 
to get along with a colleague you 
don’t much like today. Once you have 
accomplished what you set out to do 
you can go your separate ways with 
no hard feelings. Like it or not you are 
on the same team, for now.
– ACQUARIUS: You know what you 
are doing, and you know you are do-
ing it right, but certain people seem 
determined to cast doubt on your 
aims and abilities. Ignore them. They 
are clearly afraid that your efforts will 
show them up for the second-rate am-
ateurs they are.
– PISCES: You know what you want 
from life and you know how to get it, 
so don’t hesitate for even a moment – 
get out into the world and bend it to 
your will.
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Babar Azam reveals 
which batter he admires

Pakistan scrabble team 
returns to country

RAWALPINDI: The Pakistani skip-
per Babar Azam has revealed that 
he is influenced by former South 
African captain AB de Villiers and 
always tried to imitate his shots 
while batting. He said this during an 
exclusive interview with the former 
English captain Nasser Hussain. 
Babar extended a warm welcome 
to the visiting English team in Pa-
kistan. After 17 years, the English 
cricket team has finally arrived in 
Pakistan to play the Test series. The 
three-match Test series will begin 
on December 1. He gushed how 
thrilled he is for the landmark Test 
series against England. He told the 
English team to visit Pakistan and 
experience the hospitality of the lo-
cals. To a question, Babar Azam re-
vealed that he looks up to and tries 
to play like former South African 
captain AB de Villiers. “Watching 
AB de Villiers play on television, I 
used to practice hitting shots like 
him,” he said. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan team, after 
bagging the number one position 
in Asian Youth Scrabble Champi-
onship, received a heroic welcome 
here today. Hisham Hadi, Asian 
champion, alongside U12 and U16 
champions - Ahmed Salman and 
Monis Khan - was received by Pa-
kistan Scrabble Association (PSA).  
Speaking to the media on the oc-
casion, Hisham said Indian play-
ers were tough opponents but they 
fought hard to earn victory.  “Indi-
an players were strong, we worked 
hard to beat them. We are proud 
to defeat them on their home soil,” 
shared the Asian champion. “We 
were looked after well in India. 
From security to hospitality, every-
thing was fine there,” said Hisham 
who went to India Gate, Dehli after 
winning the trophy.  (Agencies)

Fury puts friendship aside for a third shot at Chisora

US Davis Cup captain Fish, coach Bryan fined for bet promotion

England ready to embrace challenge against Pakistan, James Anderson

New look for Formula E season 9 as Gen3 era set to begin

LONDON: Tyson Fury has vowed to 
put aside a budding friendship with 
Derek Chisora   as he aims to beat 
his compatriot for a third time on 
Saturday. Fury is the huge favorite 
to maintain his unbeaten profes-
sional record and retain the WBC 
heavyweight world title. The fight 
with Chisora   at Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium was agreed after negoti-
ations collapsed over a much-an-
ticipated fight with Anthony Josh-
ua. Fury could also face Ukraine’s 
Oleksandr Usyk next year to uni-
fy the heavyweight division, but 

he insisted he would not take his 
eyes off the ball against Chisora. 
The pair, who last faced each oth-
er in 2014, have forged a friendship 
over the past several years, shak-
ing hands between media duties on 

Tuesday. “You’re going to see Del 
Boy get KO’d. I do not play games. 
This is no game and fun for me. It’s 
purely business,” Fury said. “People 
say, ‘Well, I’m the overwhelming fa-
vourite.’ But I’m just a man with a 
chin, and so is he. I could knock out 
and he could knock out. “We can be 
friends out here and shake hands, 
then go for a burger afterwards, but 
there are no friends in here.” The 
standoff between Fury and Joshua’s 
camps has given Chisora, 38, an un-
likely last chance to claim the ‘Gyp-
sy King’ scalp. (Agencies)

NEW YORK : U.S. Davis Cup cap-
tain Mardy Fish and coach Bob 
Bryan have been fined $10,000 
each with suspended four month 
bans for breaching betting spon-
sorship rules, the International 
Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) 
said on Tuesday.Both acknowl-
edged promoting a gaming opera-
tor on social media, the ITIA add-

ed. Both acknowledged promoting 
a gaming operator on social media, 
the ITIA added.The posts were re-
moved immediately and the pair 
co-operated fully with the investi-
gation.The suspensions will only 
come into force if there is a further 
breach during the four-month pe-
riod starting on Nov. 11. The ITIA 
said both were ‘covered persons’ 

under anti-corruption programme 
rules regarding directly or indi-
rectly promoting or encouraging 
others to bet on tennis.Former 
world number seven Fish, 40, won 
an Olympic silver medal as a play-
er in 2004 and reached the quar-
ter-finals of the Australian and 
U.S. Opens as well as Wimbledon. 
(Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: England fast bowler 
James Anderson on Tuesday insisted 
that his side was ready to embrace 
the challenge of playing against Pa-
kistan in the three-match Test se-
ries. “Different conditions. Different 
to what we will have experienced 
before as a group. It’s a really ex-
citing challenge and I think all of us 
are just chomping at the bit. We are 
really excited,” Anderson told media 
after attending a training session at 
Pindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi. 
He said England bowlers would be 

trying to make sure that they had all 
bases covered for every eventuality. 
“We will make sure we know what 
fields we might set, talking specifics 
about their batters as well and try-

ing to work out plans for them,” he 
added. The iconic bowler, who has 
taken 667 Test match wickets for 
England will be looking to get his 
first in Pakistan when the series gets 
underway in Rawalpindi on Thurs-
day “I have not played a Test match 
in Pakistan before so I’m delighted 
to have the chance to be able to play 
here. “I don’t care who it is as long 
as I get a wicket and try to help the 
team towards a win. That’s what 
we’ve come here for. We want to win 
the series,” he said. (Agencies)

LONDON: Formula E has unveiled a 
fresh new look ahead of season nine 
of the ABB FIA World Championship, 
with the debut of the Gen3 car accom-
panied by new races, cities, teams and 
sporting formats. The Gen3 — the fast-
est, lightest, most powerful and effi-
cient electric race car ever built — will 
make its competitive debut in round 
one in Mexico City on Jan. 14, fol-
lowing pre-season testing next month 

in Valencia. The championship will 
continue with three new cities host-
ing Formula E races for the first time: 
Hyderabad, India (round four on Feb. 
11); Cape Town, South Africa (round 
five on Feb. 25) and Sao Paulo, Brazil 
(round six on March 25). McLaren and 
Maserati are new to the Formula E 
grid next season. They will join some 
of the biggest names in motorsport 
including Jaguar, Porsche and Nissan 

among the 11 teams and 22 drivers 
competing for world titles. Sporting 
regulation updates include a return to 
racing over laps; rookie drivers taking 
a seat for teams in FP1 sessions; and a 
plan to introduce a 30-second 4 kilo-
watt-hours “Attack Charge” boost at 
select races, made possible through 
the development of the most ad-
vanced EV battery in the world today.  
(Agencies)

400-500 died on World Cup projects, says Qatar official

USA win Iran showdown to reach World Cup last 16

Woods aims to play majors in 2023 despite ailing leg

Hamilton’s team take Extreme E title from Rosberg’s

Pak beat Iran to win Central Asian Volleyball C’ship

Pakistan’s Mustafa bags four silver medals  
in Commonwealth Powerlifting C’ship

DOHA: Qatar’s top World Cup of-
ficial said Tuesday that more than 
400 migrant workers died in la-
bour accidents in the country in 
the years leading up to the tourna-
ment. Hassan Al-Thawadi, head of 
Qatar’s delivery and legacy organ-
ising committee, gave the figure of 
400-500 in a British television inter-
view when asked how many work-
ers had died “doing work for the 
World Cup.” The organising com-
mittee said his response referred 
to “national statistics covering the 
period of 2014-2020 for all work-re-
lated fatalities” in Qatar “covering 
all sectors and nationalities.” It 
said there were 414 worker deaths 

over the eight-year period. Migrant 
workers make up more than 2.5 
million of Qatar’s 2.9 million pop-
ulation and labour conditions have 
been strongly criticised – particu-
larly on the huge construction proj-
ects that have transformed the tiny 
Gulf state in the past decade. Qatar 
has never given precise figures for 
the number of deaths of foreign la-
bourers though it has denied claims 
by rights groups that thousands 
died. Authorities have insisted that 
only 37 workers on World Cup proj-
ects have died – and only three in 
work-related accidents – and Tha-
wadi repeated this figure in the in-
terview. (Agencies)

DOHA: The United States beat Iran 
1-0 in a battle of geopolitical foes 
to reach the knockout phase of 
the World Cup on Tuesday while 
England eased through against 
Wales. The Americans earned a 
second round meeting with the 
Netherlands after Christian Pulis-
ic bundled the ball into the net in 
the 38th minute of an absorbing 
contest in Doha. Only the third 
international meeting of the bitter 
ideological rivals had been marked 
by a bad-tempered buildup. Iran s 
Football Federation had on Sunday 
demanded that FIFA punish US 
Soccer for posting a modified ver-
sion of their country s flag on social 
media. Meanwhile the Iran team s 
every move in Qatar has been scru-
tinised for signs the players are 
showing support for mass anti-gov-

ernment protests that have shaken 
the Islamic republic. On Tuesday, 
having opted not to do so in their 
opening match, the Iranian players 
did sing the national anthem, albe-
it without much enthusiasm, in the 
highly-charged atmosphere of the 
Al Thumama Stadium. There was 
nothing half-hearted about the Ira-
nians  performance though, but the 
Americans were deserved winners 
after digging deep for the victory. 
(Agencies)

MIAMI: Tiger Woods, still hindered 
by the leg injuries he suffered in a 
2021 car wreck, said Tuesday he is 
hoping to play the major champion-
ships in 2023 despite setbacks this 
year. “My goal is to play the ma-
jor championships and one or two 
more,” Woods told a press confer-
ence before the Hero World Chal-
lenge at the Albany in the Bahamas. 
“Physically that s all I can do. I don 
t have much left in this leg.” Woods, 
who hosts the unofficial event 
that benefits his TGR Foundation, 
withdrew from the tournament on 
Monday because of painful plan-
tar fasciitis in his right foot, which 
he said was related to the injuries 
from the crash outside Los Angeles 
in February of 2021. The 15-time 
major champion revealed he had 
undergone two additional surger-

ies in 2022, although he declined to 
discuss specifics. Woods appeared 
in just three professional tourna-
ments in 2022 -- making his return 
elite competition with a 47th-place 
finish at the Masters in April. He 
withdrew after 54 holes at the PGA 
Championship, struggling with 
stamina after making the cut, then 
missed the cut at the Open Champi-
onship at St. Andrews. Woods said 
last year that in the aftermath of the 
crash it was “50-50” as to whether 
part of his right leg would have to 
be amputated. On Tuesday he said 
it s still a challenge to practice 
enough to be competitive while pre-
serving his health. “How hard do 
you push it to make progress while 
not pushing it too hard to go off the 
edge and you set yourself back two, 
three days,” he said. (Agencies)

PARIS: Lewis Hamilton’s X44 team 
have taken the Extreme E title from 
the one owned by his former For-
mula One teammate Nico Rosberg 
after the last round of the second 
season in Uruguay at the week-
end. Nine-time world rally cham-
pion Sebastien Loeb and Spanish 
driver Cristina Gutierrez finished 
third in Punta del Este on Sunday 
to beat inaugural champions Ros-
berg X Racing by two points in the 
final standings. “I’m so proud of 
the team and these two amazing 
drivers,” seven times F1 champion 
Hamilton, who takes a close inter-

est in the off-road electric series 
without competing himself, said on 
Instagram. The series, with iden-
tical SUVs and male and female 
drivers in every line-up, launched 
last year and aims to raise aware-
ness about climate change and pro-
mote sustainability by racing in re-
mote and damaged environments. 
Rosberg X Racing, with Sweden’s 
Johan Kristoffersson and Mikaela 
Ahlin-Kottinsky, had been 17 points 
clear of X44 before the final round. 
Rosberg’s team beat Hamilton’s on 
a tiebreak last year after finishing 
level on points. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Pakistan defeated Iran by 
3-1 to claim the Central Asian Volley-
ball Championship here on Tuesday. 
The home side won first two sets by 
16-25 and 17-25, respectively. How-
ever, Iran rallied back in the third 
set, winning it by 25-23. In the fourth 
set, Pakistan were on song as they 
clinched it to register title victory. 
After a gap of 17 years, the five-na-
tion competition was staged for the 

first time in Pakistan. The event was 
held here in the Gymnasium Hall of 
the Sports Board Punjab. Apart from 
Pakistan and Iran, Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh, and Afghanistan participat-
ed in the event. Pakistani fans were 
quick to notice the national side’s 
dominating win and congratulated 
them on Twitter. It must be noted 
here that Bangladesh beat Sri Lanka 
in the third place match. (Agencies)

AUCKLAND: Pakistan’s Mustafa 
Faran Baig shined in the Common-
wealth Powerlifting Championship 
by winning four silver medals. Mus-
tafa won the silver medal in the 110 
kg junior class after lifting a total 
of 640 kg. The national athlete also 
claimed silver medals in squats, 
bench press, and deadlifts, winning 
a total of four silver medals in the 

event. He lifted 250kg in squats, 
135kg in the bench press, and 255kg 
in the deadlift. Meanwhile, Dillon 
Morgan of Wales won the gold med-
al. It must be noted here that Musta-
fa also won two gold medals at the 
Asian Powerlifting Championship in 
2019. Earlier in August this year, Pa-
kistan bagged eight medals in Com-
monwealth Games 2022. (Agencies)
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AUCKLAND: The leaders of New 
Zealand and Finland have dis-
missed a journalist’s suggestion 
that they arranged a meeting be-
cause they are “similar in age”. At a 
press conference in Auckland, Fin-
land’s Sanna Marin and New Zea-
land’s Jacinda Ardern said they met 
because they are prime ministers, 
not because they are both young, 
female leaders. Ms Ardern ques-
tioned if male leaders would have 
faced the same question. “Because 
two women meet is not simply be-
cause of their gender,” she said. A 
male journalist from New Zealand 
radio network Newstalk ZB asked 
about the reason for the talks, say-
ing: “A lot of people will be won-

dering are you two meeting just 
because you’re similar in age and 
got a lot of common stuff there.” 
Ms Ardern interrupted the question 
to say that she wondered “whether 
or not anyone ever asked Barack 
Obama and John Key if they met 
because they were of similar age.” 
(Agencies)

VIZHINJAM: Police in the Indi-
an state of Kerela today said they 
will not allow a Hindu group close 
to the country’s ruling party to 
march in support of a mega port by 
Adani Group, as tensions rise over 
a US$900 million project stalled by 
Christian protesters.  Construction 
has been halted for almost four 
months by protesters from a fishing 
community who say the port is caus-
ing erosion that has hit their liveli-
hoods. The villagers, led by Catholic 
priests, are blocking the site’s en-
trance with a makeshift shelter, and 
an attempt by police to intervene 
triggered clashes which injured 

more than 80 people. In a bid to 
stave off fresh violence, a senior po-
lice officer said even more security 
had been deployed around the port 
to prevent the Hindu group from 
reaching it. Members of the Hindu 
United Front have vowed to walk to 
the port in Vizhinjam, on the south-
ern tip of India, to pledge their sup-
port for a project they say will create 
jobs in the region. “We have denied 
permission to the rally by the Hindu 
United Front. We have taken enough 
precautions to prevent it if the front 
defy the order,” Trivandrum deputy 
commissioner of police Ajith V told 
Reuters. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The European Union 
has moved a step closer to allowing 
Kosovo passport holders to enter 
the bloc without visa requirements. 
Under draft laws, Kosovar citizens 
could soon travel to the EU without 
a visa for a period of stay of 90 days 
over a six-month period. Among 
western Balkan countries, only 
Kosovo citizens must currently ap-
ply for a permit to visit, study, or re-

ceive medical care in the EU and the 
Schengen area. Indeed, Kosovo re-
mains the only country in continen-
tal Europe besides Russia and Belar-
us outside the EU’s visa-free regime. 
Activists have told Euronews that 
the requirements are “unjust” and 
“a very politicised issue”. Not all 27 
EU countries recognise Kosovo’s 
declaration of independence from 
Serbia in Kosovo. (Agencies)
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CLASSIFIEDAlberta PM seeks more sovereignty from Canada in new bill
EDMONTON: The Canada’s main 
oil-producing province Alberta in-
troduced proposed legislation to 
resist federal laws it deems harmful 
to Alberta, fulfilling a controversial 
promise from new Premier Danielle 
Smith. If passed, the bill, known as 
the Alberta Sovereignty Within a 
United Canada Act, would give the 
province a legislative framework 
to defend its jurisdiction in areas 
such as natural resources, gun 
control, and health and education. 
It would also enable Alberta to re-
fuse to enact federal laws that are 
“unconstitutional or harmful” to the 

province, the government said in a 
statement. However, the act will not 
allow Alberta to ignore court orders 
or do anything that contravenes the 
Canadian constitution, and is not 
meant to be a precursor to Alberta 
separating from the rest of Canada, 

the government added. “We have 
the power to reset the relation-
ship with Ottawa, that’s what this 
is,” Smith told a news conference. 
“I hope that we’ve sent a message 
to Ottawa that we will vigorously 
defend our constitutional areas of 
jurisdiction, and they should just 
butt out.” Alberta has long had a 
strained relationship with Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal 
government in Ottawa, stemming 
from a sense that the federal gov-
ernment’s climate polices are dam-
aging Canada’s oil and gas indus-
try. (Agencies)

China sends new crew 
to space station

Meghan faced death 
threats as a royal: UK police

China ex-president  
Jiang Zemin dies at 96

Half of world’s  
democracies in decline

US Senate passes  
same-sex marriage bill

UN puts French  
baguette on heritage list

BEIJING: Three Chinese astronauts 
have taken off for the Tiangong 
space station to make its first in-or-
bit crew handover. It will be the sec-
ond permanently inhabited space 
outpost, after the Nasa-led Inter-
national Space Station from which 
China was excluded in 2011. The 
fresh crew will live on the station for 
six months, taking over from three 
colleagues who arrived in June. 
There will be a week-long handover 
period, in part to trial the station’s 
ability to house six astronauts. The 
new crew lifted off on Tuesday in 
the Shenzhou-15 spacecraft or “Di-
vine Vessel” from the Jiuquan Sat-
ellite Launch Centre in the Gobi 
Desert in north-west China. It is the 
last of 11 missions required to as-
semble the station that is expected 
to operate for around a decade and 
run experiments in near-zero grav-
ity. The outgoing crew is expected 
to return to Earth early next month. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: The UK’s most senior 
police officer of colour has said the 
duchess of Sussex faced “disgust-
ing” threats to her life during her 
time in the royal family. Neil Basu 
said that as head of counter-terror-
ism, he had to deal with credible 
threats from far-right extremists 
against Meghan Markle and her 
husband Prince Harry. His com-
ments, in an interview with Chan-
nel 4 News broadcast late Tuesday, 
appear to reinforce Harry’s claims 
about security fears. Meghan, a 
mixed-race former television actor, 
married the younger son of King 
Charles III in 2018, but they quit 
royal life in 2020 and moved to 
the United States. Basu, 54, who is 
stepping down after 30 years with 
London’s Metropolitan Police, was 
asked if there were genuine threats 
to Meghan’s life. “Absolutely,” he re-
plied, calling the threats “disgusting 
and very real”. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Former Chinese president 
Jiang Zemin has died at the age of 
96 of leukaemia and multiple organ 
failure, Chinese state media reports. 
Jiang died on Wednesday afternoon 
in his home city of Shanghai, the 
official Xinhua news agency said, 
publishing a letter to the Chinese 
people by the ruling Communist 
Party, parliament, Cabinet and the 
military announcing the death. 
“Comrade Jiang Zemin’s death is 
an incalculable loss to our Party 
and our military and our people of 
all ethnic groups,” the letter read, 
saying the announcement was made 
with “profound grief”. (Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Half the world’s 
democratic countries are experienc-
ing an erosion of democracy, inten-
sified by war in Ukraine and eco-
nomic crisis, an international think 
tank said in a report on Wednesday. 
“We’re seeing extraordinarily se-
vere headwinds for democracy now, 
intensified by the political fallout 
from the economic crisis that start-
ed with the pandemic and the eco-
nomic consequences of the war in 
Ukraine”, International IDEA sec-
retary-general Kevin Casas-Zamora 
told AFP. “It might be that the cred-
ibility of elections is challenged. It 
might be that the rule of law is under 
assault. It might be that civic space 
is being constrained”, he explained. 
The number of democracies with 
the most severe democratic ero-
sion a group dubbed “backsliding” 
countries which has included the 
United States since last year -- in-
creased from six to seven in 2022 
with the addition of El Salvador to 
the list. The others are Brazil, Hun-
gary, India, Mauritius and Poland. 
Casas-Zamora singled out the US 
as particularly worrying. “I’m very 
concerned by what we’re seeing 
in the United States”, he said. The 
country faces political polarisation, 
institutional dysfunction and threats 
to civil liberties, according to the re-
port. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US Senate has 
passed a bill that would protect feder-
al recognition of same-sex marriage, 
a measure taken up in response to 
worries the Supreme Court could 
overturn a 2015 decision that legal-
ised it nationwide. The narrowly tai-
lored bill, which would require the 
federal government to recognise a 
marriage if it was legal in the state in 
which it was performed, is meant to 
be a backstop if the Supreme Court 
acted against same-sex marriage. It 
would not bar states from blocking 
same-sex or interracial marriages if 
the Supreme Court allowed them to 
do so. The bill would give “millions 
of same sex and interracial couples 
the confidence and certainty that 
they need that their marriages are 
and will in the future continue to be 
valid”, Democratic senator Tammy 
Baldwin, one of the lead negotiators 
on the bill, said ahead of the bill’s pas-
sage. Baldwin is the first openly gay 
person elected to the US Senate. A 
similar, but not identical, bill passed 
the House of Representatives earlier 
this year with support from 47 Repub-
licans and all Democrats. (Agencies)

PARIS: The humble baguette the 
crunchy ambassador for French 
baking around the world is being 
added to the U.N.’s list of intangible 
cultural heritage as a cherished tra-
dition to be preserved by humanity. 
UNESCO experts gathering in Mo-
rocco this week decided that the sim-
ple French flute made only of flour, 
water, salt, and yeast deserved U.N. 
recognition, after France’s culture 
ministry warned of a “continuous 
decline” in the number of traditional 
bakeries, with some 400 closing ev-
ery year over the past half-century. 
The U.N. cultural agency’s chief, 
Audrey Azoulay, said the decision 
honors more than just bread; it rec-
ognizes the “savoir-faire of artisanal 
bakers” and “a daily ritual.” “It is im-
portant that these craft knowledge 
and social practices can continue to 
exist in the future,” added Azoulay, 
a former French culture minister. 
With the bread’s new status, the 
French government said it planned 
to create an artisanal baguette day, 
called the “Open Bakehouse Day,” 
to connect the French better with 
their heritage. Back in France, bak-
ers seemed proud, if unsurprised. 
“Of course, it should be on the list 
because the baguette symbolizes 
the world. It’s universal,” said Asma 
Farhat, baker at Julien’s Bakery 
near Paris’ Champs-Elysee avenue. 
(Agencies)
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Egypt call on British Museum to return Rosetta Stone

Australia urges US to drop charges against WikiLeaks

New Zealand, Finland PMs dismiss ‘sexist’ question

India bans Hindu rally for Adani port protesters

EU to discuss visa permits to Kosovo passport holders

CAIRO: The debate over who owns 
ancient artifacts has been an in-
creasing challenge to museums 
across Europe and America, and 
the spotlight has fallen on the most 
visited piece in the British Museum: 
The Rosetta Stone. The inscrip-
tions on the dark grey granite slab 
became the seminal breakthrough 
in deciphering ancient Egyptian hi-
eroglyphics after it was taken from 
Egypt by forces of the British empire 
in 1801. Now, as Britain’s largest 
museum marks the 200-year anni-
versary of the decipherment of hi-
eroglyphics, thousands of Egyptians 
are demanding the stone’s return. 
‘‘The British Museum’s holding of 
the stone is a symbol of Western cul-
tural violence against Egypt,” said 

Monica Hanna, dean at the Arab 
Academy for Science, Technology & 
Maritime Transport, and organizer 
of one of two petitions calling for 
the stone’s return. The acquisition 
of the Rosetta Stone was tied up in 
the imperial battles between Britain 
and France. After Napoleon Bona-
parte’s military occupation of Egypt, 
French scientists uncovered the 
stone in 1799 in the northern town 
of Rashid, known by the French as 
Rosetta. When British forces defeat-
ed the French in Egypt, the stone 
and over a dozen other antiquities 
were handed over to the British un-
der the terms of an 1801 surrender 
deal between the generals of the two 
sides. It has remained in the British 
Museum since.(Agencies)

CANBERRA: Australia’s Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese said 
he recently told US President Joe 
Biden’s administration to end the 
criminal charges against WikiLeaks 
founder and Australian citizen Ju-
lian Assange. Albanese’s comments 
before Parliament on Wednesday 
appear to be an escalation of Aus-
tralian diplomatic pressure on 
the United States to drop spying 
charges against the 51-year-old, 
who is opposing extradition from 
Britain. “I have raised this person-
ally with United States government 
officials. My position is clear and 
has been made clear to the US gov-

ernment: it is time for this matter 
to be closed,” Albanese told par-
liament. “This is an Australian cit-
izen,” Albanese added. “I have no 
sympathy for Mr Assange’s actions 
on a whole range of matters, but… 
you need to get to a point where it 
makes sense… could these legal ac-
tions continue now for many years 
into the future?” Albanese did not 
say if he discussed Assange directly 
with Biden when the two held a bi-
lateral meeting on the sidelines of a 
Cambodian summit two weeks ago. 
But Albanese said he had champi-
oned Assange “at meetings recent-
ly”.(Agencies)
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