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PM reiterates desire for peace in Afghanistan

Google apps will not stop working in Pakistan

PTI divided over early dissolution of assemblies

Natural disaster losses hit $115b this year: Swiss Re

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Thursday reiterated 
Pakistan s desire for a peaceful Af-
ghanistan and said it would contin-
ue to extend all possible support to 
the people of the neigbouring coun-
try. The premier expressed his views 
at a meeting with Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani 
Khar, who recently returned Paki-
stan after holding political discus-
sions with leaders of Afghan Taliban 
in Kabul. PM Shehbaz underscored 
that the international community 

should play its role to improve the 
situation in Afghanistan. Earlier 
this week, Ms Khar visited Kabul 
where she held a meeting with Af-
ghan government’s interim Foreign 
Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi in Ka-
bul. A range of bilateral issues of 
common interest including cooper-
ation in education, health, trade and 
investment, regional connectivity, 
people-to-people contacts and so-
cio-economic projects were dis-
cussed in the meeting. She also held 
a meeting with Afghan Commerce 
Minister Hajji Nooruddin Azizi to 
discuss bilateral trade and economic 
relations between the neighbouring 
countries. The Pakistani minister’s 
visit was also seen important as it 
came at a time when a banned mili-
tant group announced an end to the 
ceasefire with the Pakistan govern-
ment.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Information Technolo-
gy Minister Amin ul Haque on Thurs-
day assured that the paid Google apps 
will not shut down in Pakistan after 
the telcos have been given a month 
to clear payments. The fear of Goo-
gle paid apps becoming unavailable 
for users in Pakistan emerged after 
the central bank suspended the di-
rect carrier billing (DCB) mechanism. 

After telecom operators appealed to 
the IT ministry for assistance in the 
matter, a letter was written to Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar for resolving the 
issue and extending time frame to 
clear payments. The finance minister 
accepted IT minister’s suggestion. 
Consequently, Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister (SAPM) on Finance 
Tariq Bajwa contacted IT minister 
and informed that the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) had been asked to 
delay the implementation of payment 
policy for a month. Haque said that 
the IT and finance ministries and cen-
tral bank will formulate a new plan 
after consultation. However, he add-
ed that Google apps will not cease to 
function.(Agencies)

LAHORE: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) leaders are split on when to 
dissolve the Punjab and Khyber Pak-
tunkhwa assemblies – a move party 
chairman Imran Khan announced in 
Rawalpindi showdown to exert pres-
sure on the coalition government for 
fresh elections. The conflicting opin-
ion was seen when PTI Vice Chair-
man Shah Mahmood Qureshi chaired 
a meeting of party’s high-level com-
mittee to discuss ways for playing par-
ty’s trump card. The meeting was at-
tended by PTI leaders, including Mian 
Aslam Iqbal, Mahmoodur Rasheed, 
Hammad Azhar and Ijaz Chaudhry. 

The members of the committee rec-
ommended dissolution of the assem-
blies on Dec 20 but it was opposed 
by some party lawmakers from Pun-
jab. They were of the view that move 
should be done at a time when it could 
build pressure on the federal govern-
ment and other provinces. The provin-
cial government had issued tenders of 
several development projects worth 
billions of rupees and multiple proj-
ects were in the final stages, they as-
serted. Sources said that recommen-
dations to be finalised by committee 
would be sent to the PTI chairman for 
final decision. (Agencies)

BERN: Natural catastrophes have 
caused an estimated $115 billion of 
insured losses in 2022 to date, driven 
by Hurricane Ian and other extreme 
weather events, reinsurance giant 
Swiss Re estimated. Hurricane Ian, 
the single largest loss-causing event 
so far this year, caused an estimated 
insured loss of $50-65 billion alone, 
with total insured losses topping 
$100 billion for a second consecutive 
year, said Swiss Re. The Zurich-based 
group, which acts as an insurer for in-
surers, estimated that Hurricane Ian 
caused the second-costliest insured 
loss ever, after Hurricane Katrina in 

2005. “Hurricane Ian and other ex-
treme weather events such as the 
winter storms in Europe, flooding in 
Australia and South Africa as well 
as hailstorms in France and in the 
United States resulted in an estimat-
ed $115 billion of natural catastro-
phe insured losses this year to date,” 
Swiss Re said in a statement. “Urban 
development, wealth accumulation in 
disaster-prone areas, inflation and cli-
mate change are key factors at play, 
turning extreme weather into ever 
rising natural catastrophe losses,” 
said Martin Bertogg, Swiss Re’s head 
of catastrophe peri (APP)

MOSCOW/KIEV: The US Army has 
announced that a $1.2 billion contract 
to produce six National Advanced 
Surface-to-Air Missile Systems (NA-
SAMS) for Ukraine, amid its conflict 
with Russia, has been awarded to 
the defense conglomerate Raytheon. 
“Work will be performed in Tewks-
bury, Massachusetts, with an estimat-
ed completion date of November 28, 
2025,” the Department of Defense 
said in a statement. Kiev has so far 
received two out of eight NASAMS 
units promised by Washington. The 
remaining systems are expected to 
be delivered to Ukraine once they are 
built. Meanwhile, Russian Defense 
Ministry said it has deployed one of 
the most powerful weapons, the Tor-
nado-S rocket launcher system, in 
Ukraine. The devastating power of 
the system is likened to that of a small 
nuclear bomb. The recently deployed 
9K515 Tornado-S rocket launcher 
has been in the Russian army’s ar-
senal since 2016. It has already been 
tested in the Syrian civil war and is 
now being deployed in Ukraine.  The 
Tornado differs from its predecessor 
in that it can launch guided missiles 
that can attack targets up to 120 ki-
lometers away, instead of the previ-
ous 70 kilometers. Russia’s foreign 
minister Sergey Lavrov on Thursday 
accused the West of becoming direct-
ly involved in the conflict in Ukraine 
by supplying it with weapons and 
training its soldiers. He also said that 
Russia’s strikes on Ukrainian energy 
facilities and other key infrastructure 
that have left millions without power, 
heating, and water were intended to 

weaken Ukraine’s military potential 
and derail the shipments of Western 
weapons. Ukrainian city of Kherson 
has lost its power supply after heavy 
shelling by Russian forces, the re-
gional governor said. Yaroslav Yanu-
shevych, the governor of the Kherson 
region, blamed Russian shelling for 
the new power cut and said that en-
ergy workers were working to fix the 
problem. Mr. Lavrov warned that any 
conflict between nuclear states, even 
if it starts with conventional weapons, 
is likely to escalate into an all-out nu-
clear war, and thus should be avoided 
at all costs. Denis Pushilin, the Rus-
sian-installed leader of the separatist 
Donetsk region, says Moscow and 
Kyiv would hand over 50 prisoners 
of war (PoWs) each in the latest ex-
change between the two sides. De-
nis said the exchange would take 
place soon. Meanwhile, Kremlin has 
condemned the European Union’s 
calls to hold a war crimes tribunal 

over Russia’s actions in Ukraine, 
saying it would be illegitimate and 
unacceptable to Moscow. Ukraine’s 
military said on Thursday Russia 
had pulled some troops from towns 
on the opposite bank of the Dnipro 
River from Kherson city, the first of-
ficial Ukrainian report of a Russian 
withdrawal on what is now the main 
front line in the south. The statement 
gave only limited details and made 
no mention of any Ukrainian forces 
having crossed the Dnipro. Ukrainian 
officials also stressed that Russia had 
intensified shelling across the river, 
knocking out power again in Kherson 
where electricity had only begun to 
be restored nearly three weeks after 
Russian troops vacated the city and 
fled across the river. Ukraine urged 
the EU to include in its new sanctions 
package measures that would target 
Russia’s missile industry, after Mos-
cow’s systematic strikes on the coun-
try’s energy grid. (Agencies)

– Russia’s Lavrov slams US, NATO for ‘directly participating’ in Ukraine war

US signs $1.2b deal on air defense systems for Ukraine
– Russia warns of ‘huge’ risks of sliding into nuclear war –

– Moscow deploys deadly Tornado-S rocket launcher in Ukraine
– Kherson loses power supply after Russian shelling – governor

– Both to exchange 50 PoWs each – Kremlin condemns possible EU war crimes tribunal       
– Russia withdrawing forces from Dnipro - Kiev claims – EU to sanction Russia’s missile industry

BEIJING: Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping urged negotiations on a po-
litical solution to the Ukraine con-
flict in talks with visiting European 
Council President Charles Michel 
in Beijing Thursday, state broad-
caster CCTV said. Xi was quoted as 
saying that “solving the Ukrainian 
crisis through political means is in 
the best interest of Europe and the 
common interest of all countries 

in Eurasia.” “Under current condi-
tions, we must avoid escalation and 
expansion of the crisis and work 
for peace,” Xi said. China has made 
such statements repeatedly in the 
past, while refusing to condemn 
Russia’s invasion and criticizing 
sanctions against Moscow. Weeks 
before the invasion, Xi and Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin affirmed their 
“no limits” relationship, and Beijing 

has stepped up oil purchases from 
Russia while their air forces held 
joint drills this week. A spokesper-
son for Michel said he underlined 
that the EU is counting on China, 
as a permanent member of the U.N. 
Security Council, to call on Russia 
to respect the core principles of the 
U.N. Charter and contribute to end-
ing Russia’s brutal destruction and 
occupation. (Agencies)

BOSTON: The Prince and Princess 
of Wales have visited Boston in a 
tour of the US that has been over-
shadowed by a row over racism in 
the UK. The royal couple are in the 
US to hand out awards for their 
Earthshot Prize. But it comes as 
the prince’s godmother, Lady Susan 
Hussey, resigned after she repeat-
edly asked Ngozi Fulani, a black 
British charity boss, where she was 
“really” from. A spokesperson for 
Prince William said “racism has no 
place in our society”. Ngozi Fulani, 
who founded domestic violence 

charity Sistah Space, was repeated-
ly questioned by Lady Hussey about 
her background at an event to sup-
port the Queen Consort’s campaign 
against domestic violence at Buck-
ingham Palace on Tuesday. Ms Fu-

lani recounted how Lady Hussey, 83, 
approached her and moved her hair 
to one side to allow her to read her 
name tag - before quizzing the char-
ity campaigner over her origins. Ms 
Fulani responded three times that 
she was British. “I’m thinking to 
myself, is it that she - because she 
keeps asking me the same question 
- could it be that she can’t hear me 
well? Because you have to consider 
so many things when you’re talking 
to someone who may be older than 
you...,” she told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme. (Agencies)

WARSAW: Following the Poland mis-
sile incident, Germany was ready to 
provide Poland with the Patriot air 
defense system, but the Polish defense 
minister later said they had request-
ed Germany to deploy the system in 
Ukraine. The two countries have been 
constantly at odds recently. The Ger-
man government refused to provide 
the Leopard 2 Main Battle Tank to Po-
land, while Poland has repeatedly ac-
cused Germany of not aiding Ukraine 

militarily faster; Poland claimed a gi-
gantic war compensation from Ger-
many, while Germany threatened to 
re-delimit their boundary. Poland’s 
latest decline of Germany’s Patriot 
air defense system and suggestion for 
it to be deployed in Ukraine further 
reflected the deepened bilateral rift. 
In response to Poland’s suggestion, 
German defense minister said the Pa-
triot is part of NATO’s overall air de-
fense system, and deploying it outside  

NATO’s territory would require dis-
cussions with other members. As the 
US is working to keep the conflict in 
Europe from further escalation, NATO 
and Germany won’t hurriedly deploy 
the Patriot to Ukraine. Besides, de-
ploying Patriot to Ukraine would mean 
that German engineers, technicians 
and soldiers would have to go there 
too, which would increase the possibil-
ity of a military conflict between Rus-
sia and Germany. (Agencies)

China’s Xi urges Ukraine talks in meeting with EU’s Michel

William and Kate in Boston after palace race row

Poland’s decline of German air defense system reflects rift
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CM inaugurates different uplift projects in Abbottabad, Mansehra

PDA to SNGPL office road renamed as KMU Road

Dissolving KP,  Punjab assemblies irrational, beyond logics

*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: CM KP Mahmood Khan 
has formally inaugurated the 10 MW 
Jabori Hydel power project that has 
been completed at an estimated cost 
of Rs 3.7 billion along with laying the 
foundation stone for the construction of 
300 MW Balakot Hydro power project 
in Manshera, which will be completed 
at an estimated cost of Rs 95 billion in 
seven years. The CM also announced 
the establishment of Tehsil Tanawal 
in Manhera. The newly completed Ja-
bori Hydel power project is expected 
to generate Rs 380million in revenue 
each year whereas the Balakot Hydel 
power project, once completed, will 
generate Rs 15billion in revenue every 
year. The CM held the groundbreaking 
ceremony for multiple developmental 
projects worth billions of rupees in Ab-
bottabad which include the remodel-
ing and rehabilitation of the 24.37 km 

long Thandiani road. The project will 
be initiated under the KP Integrated 
Tourism Project at an estimated cost 
of Rs 3 Billion and will include a rest 
area over 10 kanals of land that will 
have a Mosque, Dispensary and other 
facilities. Mahmood Khan stated that 
Thandiani road will be followed by 
development of Ghari Habibullah and 
other scenic sites of the Hazara region. 
The CM also held the groundbreaking 
for the upgradation of District Head-
quarter Hospital in Abbottabad that 
will be completed at an estimated cost 
of Rs 900 Million and will include 215 

beds, six dialysis units, 6 dispensary 
units and other allied facilities. For 
the provision of clean drinking water 
in District Abbottabad, the CM also 
held the groundbreaking ceremony for 
rehabilitation of the water supply sys-
tem and establishment of a new water 
treatment plant that will incur Rs 10.5 
Billion. The project includes two new 
water sources from Jhandar Bari and 
Phalkot, establishment of a New Water 
Treatment Plant at Chuna, construc-
tion of 16 new surface reservoirs and 
rehabilitation of 193 km long water 
distribution network.

PESHAWAR: Provincial Minister for 
local government and rural develop-
ment Faisal Amin Gandapur named Pe-
shawar Development Authority (PDA) 
to Sui Northern Gas Pipelines (SNG-
PL) office road as Khyber Medical Uni-
versity (KMU) Peshawar Road. In this 
regard, a simple ceremony was held 
in the main campus of KMU, in which 
the provincial minister of local gov-

ernment and rural development Faisal 
Amin Gandapur was the chief guest. 
Besides VC KMU Prof. Dr. Zia Ul Hq, 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Salim Gandapur, 
heads of various institutions and de-
partments were also present at the oc-
casion. While speaking at the opening 
ceremony of KMU Road, Faisal Amin 
Gandapur said that KMU is one of the 
prominent medical universities of the 
country and the purpose of attributing 
PDA to SNGPL office road to KMU is 
to acknowledge the services of Khyber 
Medical University in the field of med-
ical education and research and to pay 
tribute to these services. He said that 
universities have a fundamental role in 
the formation and development of so-
cieties and the provincial government 
has always encouraged to support and 

honor universities in this regard. Fais-
al Amin Gandapur said that accord-
ing to the vision of Imran Khan, the 
PTI chairman, health and education 
are the top priority of the provincial 
government and in this context, apart 
from health card for the poor people of 
the province, reforms in the education 
sector and provision of free education 
are the prominent achievements of the 
present government.

PESHAWAR: The long march of Pa-
kistan Tahrik e Insaf (PTI) that start-
ed from Liberty Chowk Lahore on 
October 28 and finally culminated 
at Rawalpindi on November 26 with 
an announcement by Imran Khan 
that PTI lawmakers would resign 
from both Punjab and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa assemblies was termed 
immature and illogical by political 
and legal experts. PTI’s Rawalpindi 
public meeting where all eyes were 
fixed with people’s expectations for 
some decisive announcement re-
garding strengthening of democra-
cy ended in dismay and great disap-
pointment after Imran Khan’s again 
decided to turn to streets instead 
of adopting democratic solution to 
the prevailing issues of the country. 
“Politicians spend an entire life to 
reach parliament and address prob-
lems of masses through democrat-
ic form of government instead of 
wasting energies in agitation poli-
tics and holding protest marches on 

roads frequently,” said Ikhtiar Wali 
Khan, Pakistan Muslim League-N 
spokesman and Member Provincial 
Assembly (MPA) while talking to 
APP. He said IK’s decision to dis-
solve KP and Punjab assemblies 
and resignations of his MPAs from 
Sindh and Balochistan assemblies 
would likely to create rift in the PTI 
leadership and parliamentarians be-
sides an imminent split in the party 
that came with a slogan of change. 
He foresaw separating ways by var-
ious PTI’s lawmakers and electable 
if forced by the leadership to tender 
resignations from provincial assem-
blies and there would be hardly any 
electable to apply for PTI ticket in 
the 2023 general elections. “How 
PTI lawmakers would convince their 
voters to cast vote for them in next 
elections after tendering resigna-
tions without addressing their prob-
lems in next nine months besides 
depriving them of development 
budget next year,” he said, adding 

Imran Khan was taking the party to 
a closed street from where return to 
parliament would extremely be dif-
ficult after premature dissolution of 
the assemblies. “People especially 
of PTI’s ideological workers were 
mocking Imran Khan after he failed 
to give the self-claimed tough time 
to PMLN-led government in Centre 
and instead announced to dissolve 
his own governments in KP and 
Punjab,” he said, adding IK’s de-
cision was an attempt to save his 
face after his party was exposed in 
foreign funding case and his cor-
rupt practices in Tosha Khana case 
by the ECP besides flopped long 
march. He alleged that KP govern-
ment’s helicopter was used like a 
“Rickshaw” by Imran Khan for po-
litical gatherings and functions for 
personal political gains while PTI’s 
flagship project of billion trees tsu-
nami was being probed by the NAB 
that was big question mark on its 
transparency. He said coalition 

parties including PMLN would use 
all legal and constitutional options 
to stop an illegal dissolution of KP 
and Punjab assemblies. “Dissolu-
tion of Provincial Assemblies would 
extremely be difficult for PTI if op-
position submit no confidence mo-
tion against Chief Ministers KP and 
Punjab,” said Abdul Latif Afridi, for-
mer President Supreme Court Bar 
Association (SCBA) while talking to 
APP. He said the governor has pow-
er to send the proposal regarding 
dissolution of provincial assembly’s 
summary back to the Chief Minis-
ter for a reconsideration. In case of 
dissolution of a provincial assembly, 
the Federal Government has the 
power to impose Governor Rule in 
the province, he noted. Afridi said 
the Federal Govt has also power to 
take control of the government af-
fairs of any federating unit in case 
of constitutional crisis and can im-
pose governor rule in the province. 
(APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.25 231.25

China Yuan 31.38 31.63

Japanese Yen 1.85 1.89

Saudi Riyal 63.3 63.9

U.A.E Dirham 65.4 65.9

UK Pound 287.1 290

Euro 247.5 250

Australian Dollar 150.29 151.54

Canadian Dollar 164.72 166.07

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
147500

Rs. 
135207

Rs. 
129063

Rs. 
110625

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
126400

Rs. 
115866

Rs. 
110600

Rs. 94800

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12640 Rs. 11587 Rs. 11060 Rs. 9480

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
358300

Rs. 
328439

Rs. 
313513

Rs. 
268725

SCCI demanded proper consultation  
in formulation of economic policies

Govt bans protests on Khyber Road

ANP laments loss of miners in Orakzai

AC arrests hospital canteens’ managers  
over poor hygiene conditions

Wapda issues water position in barrages, dams

Partly cloudy, dry, cold weather predicted in KP

PESHAWAR:  Local traders urged 
the government to take pragmatic 
steps for resolution of issues and 
demanded proper consultation with 
the chambers and relevant stake-
holders during formulation of eco-
nomic policies. Small scale busi-
nesses have immensely contributed 
toward economic development of 
the country through paying of mul-
tiple taxes, says Muhammad Ish-
aq, president of Sarhad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) 
while talking to a delegation of Pa-
kistan Tea Association Regional 
Office Khyber Pakhtunkhwa here 
on Thursday. Delegation was led 
by chairman of Pakistan Tea As-
sociation Regional office, Khyber 
Pakhtunhwa Ishfaq Ahmad. The as-
sociation executive members Athar 
Jamil, Shafahat Paracha, Haji Mu-
hammad Salman Sawal, Muham-
mad Nadeem Rauf, Abdul Basit, 
Osama Rashid and Ghazanfar Ali 
Sawal were amongst the member 

of the delegation. Shahid Hussain, 
senior vice president of the SCCI 
also present in the meeting. Head 
of the delegation apprised the SCCI 
Muhammad Ishaq regarding trad-
ers’ problems associated with tea 
business. The chamber’s president 
assured the delegation to take up 
issues with authorities concerned 
in an affluent manner. Taxpayers 
have played a vital role to boost 
up the national economy, says Ish-
aq. Therefore, he urged the federal 
and provincial government to pro-
vide facilities and resolve trading 
community issues on priority ba-
sis. Ishaq praised that KP business 
community for its resilient and un-
matched sacrifices which despite 
unfavorable atmosphere continue 
their business which is not less than 
a ‘holy war’ [Jihad]. So it is crucial 
to provide every possible relief and 
assistance to traders’ communities 
to sustain business, trade and in-
dustrial activities, he stressed.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
Peshawar, Shafiullah Khan on Thurs-
day imposed Section-144, to ban 
protests and blockage of the main 
Khyber Road by the protestors in the 
larger public interest. A notification to 
this effect said that roads were often 
blocked by protestors from different 
walks of life which create huge traffic 
jams on Khyber Road and the bottle-
neck effect was shifted to the whole 
city resulting in the blocking of all the 
main roads. This creates a nuisance 
and inconvenience to the general 
public. It said that ambulances car-
rying patients are also stuck in traffic 
jams caused by the blockage of roads 
by protestors. The notification said 
following the judgment of the Pesha-
war High Court on the same issue and 
complaints received on the Pakistan 

Citizen Portal regarding the block-
age of roads there was apprehension 
that the blockage of Khyber Road by 
protestors may cause a law and order 
situation. The notification added that 
it was absolutely necessary to main-
tain peace and harmony to avoid any 
untoward incident and wherein the 
district administration is satisfied to 
take precautionary measures in the 
matter. Therefore, Section 144 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure has been 
imposed to ban protests and blockage 
of the main Khyber Road in the larger 
public interest. Anyone contravening 
this order was liable to be proceeded 
against under Section 188 of Pakistan 
penal Code 1860. The order will come 
into force immediately and remain in 
force for a period of 30 days unless 
modified or withdrawn earlier. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial President 
Awami National Party (ANP), Aimal 
Wali Khan on Thursday expressed 
profound grief and sorrow over the 
loss of precious lives in a mine ex-
plosion in Orakzai district the other 
day. In a condolence message issued 
from Bacha Khan Markaz, Aimal 
Wali Khan said his party complete-
ly shares the grief of the bereaved 
families at this critical time. He said 
it was not the first incident of a mine 
blast in the province, however the 
government and departments con-
cerned should take the required 
steps to ensure safety of the miners. 

With the implementation of modern 
technology, he said the recurrence 
of such unfortunate incidents could 
be averted in the future. He also 
demanded of the provincial govern-
ment to announce a compensatory 
package for the families of the vic-
tims and ensure the best possible 
medical facilities for the injured. He 
also prayed for eternal peace to the 
departed souls and early recovery of 
the injured in the mine blast incident. 
He also prayed for eternal peace to 
the departed souls and early recov-
ery of the injured in the mine blast 
incident. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Taking action on the 
instruction of Deputy Commission-
er Peshawar, Assistant Commission-
er University Town, Sayeda Zainab 
Naqvi on Thursday paid surprise 
visits to various hospital canteens 
to inspect the condition of food 
items and cleanliness. Zainab Naqvi 
visited the canteens of Afridi Med-
ical Complex, Mercy Hospital and 
Khyber Teaching Hospital and ex-
pressed displeasure over the poor 

hygiene conditions and sale of food 
items at exorbitant prices. Taking 
prompt action over the situation, 
she arrested the managers of these 
canteens. On the occasion, she said 
no one would be allowed to play 
with the lives of people adding no 
leniency would be shown in this re-
gard. She directed the canteen own-
ers to rectify the situation otherwise 
further stern legal action would be 
initiated against the violators.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Water & Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) issued 
inflows and outflows of water in riv-
ers at Tarbela, Mangla and Chash-
ma along with the reservoirs lev-
els and the barrages on Thursday 
morning. According to a spokesman 
of the authority, the inflows and 
outflows in the Indus River at Tar-
bela were 22,700 cusecs and 42,000 
cusecs while inflows and outflows 
in Kabul River at Nowshera were 
8900 cusecs and 8,900 cusecs while 
at Khairabad Bridge it was 15,900 
cusecs and 15900 cusecs respective-
ly. In Jehlum River at Mangla, the 
inflows and outflows were 10,300 
cusecs and 22,000 cusecs while in 

Chenab at Marala, the inflows were 
7,900 cusecs and outflows were 
2,000 cusecs. In Jinnah Barrage (In-
flows 53,600 cusecs and Outflows 
47,600 cusecs), Chashma (Inflows 
47,000 cusecs and Outflows 51,000 
cusecs), Taunsa (Inflows 47,800 cu-
secs and Outflows 38,800 cusecs), 
Guddu (Inflows 37,800 cusecs and 
Outflows 31400 cusecs) Sukkur (In-
flows 29600 cusecs and Outflows 
12200 cusecs) Kotri (Inflows 21700 
cusecs and Outflows 8,300 cusecs) 
Trimmu (Inflows 2,500 cusecs and 
Outflow Nil cusecs) while in Pan-
jnad the Inflows 4,700 cusecs and 
Outflows Nil cusecs respectively. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Thursday predicted that mainly 
partly cloudy, dry and cold weather 
is expected in most districts of the 
province during the next 24 hours. 
It said that light rain with light 
snowfall over mountains is likely 
to occur over isolated places in Chi-
tral, Upper Dir, Upper Swat, Shan-
gla and Kohistan districts. Besides, 
shallow fog in isolated pockets is 
likely to occur over Swabi, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Charsadda, Peshawar 
and Dera Ismail Khan districts, as 
well as Peshawar to Swabi motor-

way during late night and morning 
hours. During the last 24 hours, 
cold and dry weather occurred in 
the province, while very cold in hilly 
areas. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded at different 
stations of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were as Peshawar City 24/04, Chi-
tral 19/00, Timergara 23/04, Dir 
21/01, Mirkhani 22/01, Kalam 17/-
2, Drosh 20/04, Saidu Sharif 23/02, 
Pattan 24/13, Malam Jabba 13/04, 
Takht Bhai 25/06, Kakul 21/04, Bal-
akot 23/04, Parachinar 21/03, Bannu 
26/06, Cherat 18/07 and D.I. Khan 
27/09. (APP)
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The PTI’s decision to dissolve Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa assemblies has created political unrest in the coun-
try. If it does so, a total of 567 seats will fall vacant. Besides 
KP and Punjab assemblies’ dissolution, the PTI members from 
Sindh and Balochistan assemblies will also resign. To make 
it possible, a consultation process among the PTI top brass 
is in progress and that’s why the PTI’s seniors would meet 
today (Friday) at Lahore under the chairmanship of Imran 
Khan. Since removing from government in April 2022, Imran 
Khan has been asking for national elections, as the PTI be-
lieves that it is the most popular party and would sweep the 
polls. However, on the other side, the PDM, a conglomerate of 
about 12 parties, were planning how to save the dissolution 
of the KP and Punjab assemblies. The PML-N senior leader 
Khawaja Asif has claimed that dozens of the PTI lawmakers 
are in contact with him, who are opposing Imran Khan’s move 
of dissolution. To stop the dissolution of the KP and Punjab 
assemblies, the government was taking over other options as 
well. If, PTI dissolves both the provincial assemblies, it would 
deepen political uncertainty in the country as well as weaken 
the economic system. The PTI seems that its anti-establish-
ment, anti-government and anti-US narratives are still popu-
lar among the people and if elections are announced it would 
certainly win with a majority, and the present government of 
coalition partners would lose because of its unpopular deci-
sions.   It is clear that if the assemblies are dissolved, then the 
current chief ministers will take care of the arrangements un-
til the caretaker set-up is formed. The problem is that political 
instability will increase in both cases. By the way, it is neces-
sary for all politicians to take decisions in the wider interest 
of the nation.

Avoid Political Unrest

The expectations of a world, 
stunned by climate disasters, were 
very high from the yearly political 
huddle at COP27. The climate ne-
gotiators had to stop debating and 
start delivering. In this context, the 
loss and damage fund was a critical 
outcome of COP27 but came with 
a significant compromise — a pyr-
rhic victory that forced attention 
away from the real issue which is 
delivering funds as opposed to cre-
ating another fund. The UNFCCC 
already has four funds under its 
wings — the Green Climate Fund, 
the Adaptation Fund, the Least De-
veloped Countries Fund and the 
Special Climate Change Fund with 
the last three of these catering to 
climate adaptation. This new fund 
now adds to this tarnished list of 
mostly unfunded funds. All of them 
have been created over the past 
two decades, and all of them have 
proven to be mere lollipops while 
confronting the rising challenge of 
climate change. What the develop-
ing countries needed was a realisa-
tion of the already promised funds 
by developed countries, the $100 
billion a year which remains a pipe-
dream, but what they got duped 
into was the creation of yet another 
new fund. In an arena littered with 
failed promises, announcing a fund 
without funding should be little 
cause for overzealous trumpeting. 
Ideologically there is certainly a 
ray of renewed hope. Standing in 
solidarity with the most vulnerable 
the fund universally accepts and 
endorses the long-ignored principle 
of climate justice and reaffirms the 
polluter pays principle. However, 
the last 28 years of climate negoti-
ations have proven that principles 
don’t generate funds and that the 
devil always resides in the details. 
These details, which will unfold 
over the coming year, will actual-
ly thrash out whether the pollut-

ers will actually pay, whether the 
climate damages to countries like 
Pakistan can be compensated by 
this fund and whether the issue of 
climate reparations will actually 
form a template for attributing just 
financial responsibility. COP27 has 
just delivered another promissory 
note, without any guarantees which 
shall remain a false hope without 
actual money on the table. For Pa-
kistan, which is really reeling from 
continuous climate disasters, there 
is little respite. The climate damag-
es hitting Pakistan cannot wait for 
these negotiations to conclude and 
the funds to get funded. The debt-
stressed country is presently bur-
dened with a climate invoice cross-
ing $30 billion with almost no relief 
at hand and this has already pushed 
another 9 billion people towards 
extreme poverty. The latest World 
Bank estimates (CCDR) point out 
that 6.5 to 9% of the country’s GDP/
year could get hit by climate change 
with the cumulative need for cli-
mate finance burgeoning to $348 
billion by 2030. These are daunting 
numbers and, in Pakistan’s current 
economic scenario, a dire warning 
to say the least. The victim card 
played incessantly by the Pakistan 
delegation at COP27 managed to 
galvanise sympathy but, unfortu-
nately, neither creates a platform 
for attracting financing nor do the 
generated concerns translate into 
support funds. The window for cli-
mate concern in today’s world is 
small and may already have moved 
on from Pakistan to the next coun-
try and the next climate disaster. 
In contrast, last year at Glasgow 
COP26, Pakistan had created a 
unique niche for itself by investing 
in nature-based solutions and doing 
so with its own funds and thereby 
displaying a strong solution-ori-
ented political commitment. This 
had created the platform for cata-

pulting Pakistan as a natural lead-
er which attracted immense global 
traction. It was chosen by UNEP to 
host the World Environment Day 
and launch the UN decade of eco-
system restoration, it was selected 
by UNEP as one of the three glob-
al forestry champions and by WEF 
as one of the three nature leaders 
at Glasgow. This invaluable repute 
was solidly built upon actual proj-
ects on the ground enhancing na-
ture-based climate resilience, such 
as the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami, the 
Protected Areas Initiative, the Re-
charge Pakistan and the Living In-
dus initiatives. It was this platform 
that had positioned the country to 
attract innovative climate financing 
through bilateral green MOUs with 
the US, the UK, China, Saudi Ara-
bia and Germany (Global Shield) 
and with other multilaterals such as 
the World Bank and ADB wanting 
to support nature-based solutions. 
Pakistan’s recognition as a nature 
solution provider to the world, and 
not just a pleading victim or climate 
beggar, had the sustainable magne-
tism to attract climate funding and 
the model was working. However, 
this position has been eroded at 
COP27. Nobody talked about Paki-
stan as a nature leader and the only 
incessant cry heard from the Paki-
stan pavilion was of hapless climate 
victimhood. COPs will come and 
go but climate change has already 
gate-crashed into Pakistan. As the 
next year unfolds, so will a new 
climate finance architecture which 
will remain intrinsically linked to 
nature performance and enhance-
ment of climate resilience. Pakistan 
does not have an option but to align 
itself with this new unfolding reali-
ty if it is to bridge the huge gap in 
climate finance that it inescapably 
faces.

Courtesy The Express Tribune
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COP27 — a pyrrhic victory
— By Malik Amin Aslam Khan

Faultlines exist within capitalism. 
From Italian fascism to Chinese 
Maoism, no ideology could com-
pete with the shared dimensions of 
capitalism. At the end of the 20th 
century, the USSR disintegrated 
and the capitalist order prevailed 
as the leviathan in economic doc-
trine. The lack of stringent checks 
over the capitalist order in the bi-
polar world order harnessed its 
potential for exploitation. With the 
advent of America as a superpower 
and the prevalent unipolar world 
order at the start of the 21st centu-
ry, capitalism under the neoliberal 
composition has harmed the global 
environment, the potential of the 
soil to produce, democracies to sus-
tain, and social classes in develop-
ing countries. The capitalist order 
should reimagine its ideological 
and practical objectives in the 21st 
century to compete with the emerg-
ing variants of authoritarian rulers, 
ecological collapse, and class an-
tagonism. In the realm of capital-
ism, the neoliberal economic mod-
el is based on excessive growth and 
an unethical consumerist market. 
The overproduction of the products 
causes the crash of the markets 
when the buyers have no access 
to the products due to the meagre 
amount of salaries and incomes. 
The bourgeoisie has a hold over 
the capital while the proletariat can 
only give wage labour. Amidst such 
circumstances, the production and 
manufacturing by the minority cap-
italist class become high while the 
purchasing market becomes low. 
The first check over the capital-
ist mode of the product should be 
the introduction of ethical features 
in the production as well as con-
sumption to prevent any potential 
breakdown in the markets like the 
financial crisis of 2008. Climate is 
worsening due to the multination-
al corporations that are subsidised 
by the government in many states. 
A ‘clean economy’ becomes a uto-
pian idea in the developing world. 
Due to the unfettered growth pur-
suance, we are letting firms who 

sell fossil fuels and indeed anyone 
who emits greenhouse gases cause 
enormous damage for which they 
don’t have to pay. Due to the cap-
italist-led model of growth and the 
burning of fossil fuels and gases the 
atmosphere is getting hot which 
turns the earth into heat waves 
and droughts which will adversely 
affect food production. Moreover, 
the continued warming and acidifi-
cation of the world’s oceans due to 
climate disasters will destroy frag-
ile ecosystems like coral reefs and 
threaten the fish population which 
is the source of billions of people’s 
food. These faultlines within capi-
talism have caused climate fallout 
and should be discerned by the 
capitalists’ model of economics. 
The second check is to introduce 
the prevention of climate strategies 
and degradation of soil for the sus-
tainable growth of the global earth 
within the capitalist model. Capi-
talism has created class differenc-
es. Based on competition, this class 
competition advanced global soci-
ety in the last thirty years but the ris-
ing class differences caused social 
anomalies and political deadlocks 
for many classes in society. Some 
people are anywhere, and some are 
just somewhere. Class warfare is 
due to the reason that some people 
are everywhere and the majority is 
nowhere. Global capitalism should 
shift its approach from the “eco-
nomic man” doctrine to the “social 
man” doctrine in which economic 
development should be replaced 
with social growth. The class dif-
ferences among the third-world, 
peripheral and semi-peripheral 
states have initiated a new form of 
class warfare and class animosity. 
The third check is to introduce the 
shared reciprocity and culture of 
social capitalism to sustain capital-
ism. Capitalism has created tech-
nological advancements but the 
same technology is incorporated to 
malign the hundred years of strug-
gle for democratic ideals in society.

Courtesy The Nation

Reimagining the faultlines
— By Muhammad Wajahat Sultan

Breast cancer  
Breast cancer is one of the many 
issues faced by the people of Paki-
stan. Many people have been vic-
tims of breast cancer in the country. 
It causes a lot of challenges for peo-
ple, especially for women who have 
been affected by the harmful ef-
fects of breast cancer. According to 
speakers, breast cancer is the most 

common cancer in women world-
wide and Pakistan has the highest 
incidence of this disease in Asia. 
Every one out of eight Pakistan 
woman develops breast cancer at 
some stage of her life and thou-
sands of lives are lost to the disease 
every year. It challenges women 
and they constantly need to protect 
themselves from this dangerous 

disease. What adds to its risk factor 
is the fact that it is hereditary.
Our government should put more 
interest in this regard and spread 
awareness around the disease so its 
spread can be prevented.

– Sattar Samad,
– Karachi.

Letter to the Editor

IDENTICALLY, Pakistan — the fifth 
leading population power, the first 
Muslim nuclear power, and one of 
the top ten military powers — is 
blessed with a unique geostrategic 
position in the world. Today, Paki-
stan, like other developing states, 
is confronted with multifold chal-
lenges. We have to resurrect the 
state power by an objective reform 
appraisal. There is an amicable 
national consensus that Pakistan 
needs an uplift in our national de-
velopment based on national uni-
ty, institutional respect and revi-
talization, political and economic 
reorientation, through a visionary 
policymaking process. Respect to 
the constitution: adhering to its 
constitutional norms, is a real test 
of a nation. In this context, it is a 
fundamental obligation that we 
must respect our constitution—the 
bloodline of a nation. Given the 
current political scenario and the 
deteriorating economic conditions 
of the country, there is a need for a 
grand dialogue among political par-
ties to reach a political settlement 
to a democratic institutionalization. 
The guiding principle should be the 
Constitution of Pakistan, which de-
mands all government institutions 
remain apolitical and impartial. All 
state functionaries must act fair-
ly and justly in accordance with 
the rule of law and constitution. 
The third Constitution of Pakistan 
— unanimously supported by all 
political parties— provides for par-
liamentary democracy in the coun-
try. It assures fundamental rights, 

provincial autonomy and local gov-
ernance. In a parliamentary democ-
racy, Parliament is the pivot of na-
tional unity in diversity. Respect to 
the state institutions: Undeniably, 
the state institutions are the drivers 
of constitutions. Therefore, three 
things are utterly important to have 
progressive state institutions: first-
ly, the trust of the citizens in them; 
secondly, exercising restraint from 
trespassing onto others’ domain, 
and finally, autonomy, i.e. , being 
able to work independently beyond 
any influence of the outside powers. 
True, democracy is a process that 
flourishes with the support of the 
state institutions—the Legislature, 
the Executive, the Judiciary and 
the defence forces. The challenge 
of an overall state security and its 
defence, including maintenance 
of our national sovereignty-cum- 
territorial integrity, comes within 
the domain of our defence forces 
or our security establishment. We 
are proud and we must be proud 
of our defence forces that are ar-
dently committed to safeguarding 
Pakistan from external and inter-
nal threats. Make no mistake that 
any politically engineered narrative 
against our defence forces is tanta-
mount to destabilize Pakistan. We, 
as a nation, should never compro-
mise on the dignity of our defence 
forces. Thus, respect for them must 
be the core of national credo. The 
role of good governance: Good 
governance is the harbinger of the 
state functioning. Similarly, an im-
partial, apolitical and transparent 

accountability is the raison d’etre 
of good governance. Getting gov-
ernance right, particularly in devel-
oping countries, requires aligning 
organizational reforms to local con-
texts, promoting robust monitoring 
and accountability systems to pre-
vent corruption. The rule of law is 
a gravitational force that binds all 
aspects of the state, the economy 
and society. Each state function is 
defined by a set of rules that create 
governance arrangements. The ac-
countability and monitoring mech-
anisms within the rule of law allow 
abuses to be identified and for re-
forms to take place in an organized 
and befitting manner. The culture 
of nepotism and jobbery must be 
condemned and eradicated to the 
hilt. Promotion of democratic val-
ues: a true democracy could only 
be nourished by strengthening our 
political and economic institutions 
— some even deliberately so as to 
manipulate policies and outcome. 
Moreover, “democracy is a contin-
uous and time-consuming process 
and is not a product”. For the pro-
cess to be successful, political lead-
ers must adhere to the democratic 
norms while strengthening parlia-
ment and parliamentary commit-
tees via viable legislation. In a dem-
ocratic culture, there is much space 
given to the difference of opinion—
that is not in practice in Pakistan. 
And above all, the ongoing culture 
of character assassination accom-
panied by hate and animosity must 
be condemned.
Courtesy Pakistan Observer

The remaking of Pakistan
— By Syed Qamar Afzal Rizvi
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Raza Rabbani for joint parliamentary session  
to deliberate on ‘terror threats’

SC to hear contempt case against Imran today

Ahsan says access to education ‘key to social progress’

Dense fog causes low visibility,  
temporary closures on motorways

Rescue 1122 safely retrieves jackal from well

Convoy of camels loaded with drugs worth 
millions seized in Gwadar

Training session highlight issues  
of marginalized communities

Sindh Governor Kamran Tessori blessed with baby boy

Disabled persons seek CRPD’s vibrant  
role for the socioeconomic uplift

NA Sub-committee formed  
to evaluate DRAP performance

APHC urges UN to play role for release  
of IIOJK detainees

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Senator Raza Rabbani 
has urged the coalition government 
to call a joint session of parliament 
over the looming terror threats. Mr 
Rabbani has also underscored the 
need for making the Parliamenta-
ry Committee on National Security 
(PCNS) more effective which, ac-
cording to him, would be possible 
by “removing National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf from 
its chairmanship. “The NA speaker 
cannot effectively chair the PCNS 
meetings due to time constraint,” 
he said in a statement. He said the 
state had been concealing facts 
despite an increase in the number 
of terrorism cases throughout the 

country, particularly in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. “The re-emergence of 
militancy in the shape of a banned 
outfit has made it clear that the state 
continues to keep the people of Pa-
kistan in the dark,” he said. “I made 
repeated demands for a joint session 
of parliament to discuss the increase 
in terrorism but it has fallen on deaf 
ears,” he regretted. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
of Pakistan (SCP) will hear a con-
tempt of court case against PTI 
Chairman and former prime min-
ister Imran Khan on Friday. A 
five-member larger bench headed 
by Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandi-
al will take up the case after the 
petition of the interior ministry 
was accepted. The SC’s Registrar 
Office has issued notices to all 
concerned parties in this regard. 
In a reply to the SC on October 
31, the PTI chairman said that he 
was unaware of any “statement 
or undertaking” given by his par-
ty leadership on his behalf related 
to the May 25 march. The SC had 
ordered that the PTI chairman and 

his lawyers submitted an answer 
by October 31 on the violations 
committed by the party during the 
May 25 march, which restricted it 
from holding its march near the Pe-
shawar Morr between the H-9 and 
G-9 areas of Islamabad. The top 
court sought a detailed reply from 
Khan on November 5 in this regard 
and adjourned the hearing. Imran 
Khan, however, could not appear 
before the court today due to his 
injuries and his counsel filed a plea 
seeking deferment of the hearing. 
On October 13, the federal govern-
ment filed a contempt of court plea 
against PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
in the SC over his long march call 
to Islamabad.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Planning Development and Special 
Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal Thursday 
stressed that equal access to edu-
cation was a key to social progress 
for fulfilling the promise of em-
powering the youth in real means. 
“The present government would 
continue to focus on the welfare 
of the 68% of the youth population 
as they are a precious national as-
set to achieve the goal of progress 
and prosperity of the country”, he 
said while speaking to a private 
news channel. Minister empha-
sized that the skilled youth will not 
only help in the economic self-reli-
ance of their families but can also 
earn foreign exchange for Pakistan 

by working abroad and playing an 
effective role in strengthening the 
economy of the country. “Empow-
ering the underprivileged youth by 
drastically increasing opportunities 
for their education, training, and 
employment is critical for the fu-
ture of the country,” he added. He 
also expressed his confidence that 
with the vision of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif ’s all institutions 
including education will be further 
strengthened. Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif started the youth de-
velopment program to enhance the 
skills of students across the country 
and to provide youth employment 
opportunities to empower them.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Dense fog in various 
cities has badly affected the traffic 
flow at night causing temporary 
closures at various routes including 
Peshawar, Rashakai, Swat Express-
way, Karnal Sher Khan and Ismaila. 
Talking to APP, an official of Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP) Inspector Saqib Waheed 
said that the visibility had dropped 
due to dense fog on main roads in 
plain areas during the night, due 
to which certain routes are closed 
temporarily from late night till 
morning. Considering the visibility 

and fog, he said motorway police 
temporarily closed routes from Pe-
shawar Toll Plaza to Rashakai and 
Swat Expressway from Karnal Sher 
Khan to Ismaila for all kinds of traf-
fic. He said the motorway police had 
appealed to the travellers for using 
Grand Trunk (GT) Road during fog-
gy weathers for hurdle-free jour-
neys. He also advised that in the fog-
gy season, keep the middle distance 
between the vehicles more than in 
normal conditions, adding that be-
fore starting the journey, take advi-
sory from helpline 130.(APP)

DIR LOWER: The Rescue 1122 work-
ers late Wednesday night succeeded 
in safely pulling out a jackal from a 
well in Landi Shah area of Balambat 
tehsil. According to Rescue 1122 Dir 
Lower, a call was received that a jack-
al had fallen into a well in Balambat. 
Local people tried their best to res-
cue the jackal but did not succeed, 
and a man also got injured during 
the rescue attempt. Rescue 1122 was 
called in to retrieve the animal from 
the well which professionally carried 
out the rescue operation and suc-

ceeded in rescuing the jackal safely 
from the well. The jackal was later 
set free in the mountains. Spokes-
man Rescue 1122 Dir Lower, Abdur 
Rehman said saving a life whether 
it was a human or animal, was the 
most important part of their job. He 
urged the locals to keep covering the 
wells during night hours to avert the 
recurrence of such incidents. Local 
people highly appreciated the suc-
cessful professional efforts of Res-
cue 1122 and thanked them for their 
timely action.(APP)

GWADAR: The Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) on Thursday seized a convoy 
of 10 camels loaded with bags con-
taining drugs during an operation 
in Gwadar. Officials of the ANF said 
that they had received a tip about 
drugs being smuggled across the 
border. Based on the tip, an ANF 
squad conducted an operation at the 
Kolanch area. The squad found sus-
pects driving a convoy of 13 camels 
which were laden with large bags. 
However, during the operation, the 
smugglers managed to flee from the 

spot but abandoned their camels. 
While searching the goods carried 
by the camels, ANF officials found 
them to be full of drugs (hashish). 
The drugs weighed around 1.4 tons. 
The recovered drugs were worth mil-
lions of rupees on the global market, 
the officials added. They further said 
that the alleged drug smugglers were 
taking the camels over dirt paths and 
camel routes across the border into 
Iran. While the drugs were impound-
ed by the ANF, it was unclear what 
became of the camels. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: A day long training 
session on “Tackling Marginaliza-
tion through Women’s Visibility in 
Digital Journalism”, here Thurs-
day highlighted the issues related 
to marginalized communities in-
cluding women, minorities, trans-
genders and others. The training 
was organized by Institute of Re-
search, Advocacy and Develop-
ment (IRADA), Digital Media Al-
liance of Pakistan (DigiMAP) and 
Women Journalists Association of 
Pakistan (WJAP) for media per-
sons. The purpose of the training 
was to highlight issues of margin-
alized communities in digital me-
dia, women with religious minority 
backgrounds, human rights, per-
sons with disabilities and how to 
report these issues by media per-
sons, said Aftab Alam of IRADA. 

The training sessions focused on 
tackling marginalization through 
women’s visibility in digital jour-
nalism. 
It also included explaining the 
marginalization or isolation of reli-
gious minorities - focussing on im-
plicit and explicit biases as well as 
on intra sectional issues and con-
stitutional framework of funda-
mental human rights. The purpose 
of the session was to highlight that 
how covering religious minorities 
in Journalism is crucially import-
ant for creating a peaceful, dem-
ocratic and diverse Pakistan. The 
trainers also generated debates on 
explicit bias which is woven in the 
political, economic and social sys-
tems including political, economic, 
social and cultural exclusion of the 
marginalized communities.(APP)

KARACHI: Congratulations poured 
in on social media as Sindh Gov-
ernor Kamran Tessori was bless-
ed with a baby boy. President Dr 
Arif Alvi, Chairman Senate Sadiq 
Sanjraini, Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P) chief Dr 
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, Sindh 
Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, PPP 
leader Faryal Talpur and others have 
congratulated the governor. Photos 
posted on social media show Tessori 
holding his newborn, whose face is 
covered with an emoji. Tessori, who 

is a leader of the MQM-P, took oath 
as 34th Governor of Sindh in Oc-
tober this year. Chief Justice Sindh 
High Court (SHC) Justice Ahmed 
Ali Shaikh administered the oath to 
him. Earlier, President Arif Alvi had 
approved appointment of Tessori as 
Governor Sindh in accordance with 
Article 101 (1) of the Constitution. 
The office was vacant since Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s Imran Ismail 
resigned after success of no-confi-
dence motion against Imran Khan.
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Persons with disabil-
ities (PWD) have urged the Council 
on Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties (CRPD) to play a vibrant role for 
their socioeconomic uplifting and 
social inclusion as talented amongst 
them are waiting and the right op-
portunity. Talking to APP here 
Wednesday, the Chief Executive 
Officer of the non-profit welfare or-
ganization ‘Saaya’ Asim Zafar said 
that the government reconstituted 
the CRPD and mandated it to en-
sure different welfare works includ-
ing health facilities, employment, 
making the offices and markets 
accessible for disabled persons. He 
said buildings and offices have built 
ramps on the directions of CRPD to 

fulfill the formality and ignored the 
relevant height that made entries 
dangerous for persons with disabil-
ities. “Execution of such programs 
could be successful if disabled per-
sons are made part of it”, he add-
ed. Asim said that correct data on 
disabled persons was not available 
and it was important as government 
constitutes policy and allocates the 
budget based on the available data. 
He said to avail the data on disabled 
persons, the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) included a question-
naire on “Pakistan Social and Living 
Standards Measurement” which 
concluded that around 14 percent 
of persons have disabilities in the 
country. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly Standing Committee on Na-
tional Health Service, Regulations 
and Coordination on Wednesday 
formed a sub-committee to evaluate 
the performance of the Drug Reg-
ular Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) 
to ensure the provision of standard 
and quality medicines to the general 
public. Chairing the sub-committee 
meeting, PML-N lawmaker Dr. Nisar 
Ahmed Cheema said that in the pre-
vious three years, innovative steps 
have been taken for the betterment 
of DRAP and to further improve the 
performance of the authority. “Af-
ter assuming charge by Asim Rauf 

as chief executive officer (CEO) of 
DRAP, a marked improvement, and 
valuable changes have been observed 
in the performance and working of 
the DRAP. I really appreciate the way 
the CEO DRAP has been working,” 
Nisar Cheema added. DRAP officials 
briefed the sub-committee regarding 
DRAP’’s e-governance and its per-
formance. Later talking to the media, 
CEO DRAP Asim Rauf said that the 
authority was mandated to effective 
coordination and enforcement of the 
Drugs Act, 1976 to regulate the man-
ufacture, import, export, storage, 
distribution, and sale of therapeutic 
goods in the country.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: In Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir, the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference has appealed 
to the international community to play 
its role for the immediate release of 
Kashmiri detainees languishing in dif-
ferent jails of India and occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir. The APHC spokesman in 

a statement in Srinagar said that thou-
sands of Kashmiris have been lodged in 
different jails of India illegally occupied 
Kashmir and India on fake charges. The 
APHC while expressing grave concern 
about the continued Indian state terror-
ism and killings in the occupied territory 
said that the Indian army. (APP)

LHC acquits seven in 
triple murder case

IHC CJ takes oath  
from three judges

15th int’l Urdu 
Conference kicked off 

at Arts Council 
of Pakistan

ANF seizes over  
1,433kg drugs

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Thursday accepted pleas 
of seven convicts in a triple mur-
der case and acquitted them of 
all charges. A two-member bench 
headed by LHC Chief Justice Ameer 
Bhatti announced the verdict and 
nullified the death sentence of five 
convicts and life sentence of two 
others. The court found contradic-
tions in statements of the witnesses 
and also observed that no weapons 
were recovered from the suspects. 
Later, the court acquitted the seven 
convicts after nine years for want of 
evidence.(Agecnies)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) Chief Justice Aamir 
Farooq on Thursday took oath from 
three new judges for their posting as 
permanent members. Justice Sardar 
Ejaz Ishaq Khan, Justice Arbab Mu-
hammad Tahir and Justice Saman 
Riffat Imtiaz have been appointed as 
regular judges at the IHC. Judges of 
high and sessions courts, legal fra-
ternity and journalists attended the 
oath-taking ceremony.(Agecnies)

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minis-
ter Syed Murad Ali Shah here on 
Thursday inaugurated Arts Council 
of Pakistan Karachi’s 15th annual 
Aalmi Urdu Conference, which is 
the biggest festival of Urdu litera-
ture. On this occasion, Sindh Min-
ister for Culture & Education Syed 
Sardar Ali Shah was specially pres-
ent while Zahra Naigh, Asad Mo-
hammad Khan, Anwar Maqsood, 
Iftikhar Arif, Kishwar Naheed, 
Amjad Islam Amjad, Pirzada Qa-
sim Raza Siddiqui, Commissioner 
Karachi Muhammad Iqbal Memon, 
Razi Ahmed, Ashfaq Hussain, Rauf 
Parekh, Manoor Saeed, Noorul 
Huda Shah, Yousuf Khushk, Alex 
Belam, Nasir Abbas Nayar were 
present in the presiding council. 
The first Aalmi Urdu Conference 
was held in 2008, after which it is 
being held continuously and is pro-
gressing gradually. While hundreds 
of intellectuals, writers, poets and 
foreign delegates are participating 
in this conference, there will be a 
total of 46 sessions in this confer-
ence.  (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting 
six counter-narcotics operations 
throughout the country seized over 
1,433 kg of drugs, 150 heroin-filled 
capsules, and 68 grams of weed and 
arrested eight accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman here on 
Thursday. He informed ANF acting 
on a tip-off conducted a raid in a 
mountainous area of Gwadar and 
seized 1400 kg charras being trans-
ported on camels to further ship out 
through Gwadar sea. In another raid 
at International Mail Office Rawal-
pindi, ANF recovered 68 grams 
weed from a parcel received from 
London. The spokesman informed 
that in an operation at Bacha Khan 
International Airport, 3. 5 kg Ice 
drug was recovered from trolley 
bags of two passengers going to 
Sharjah. ANF managed to recover 
119 kg charras near National High-
way Road, Hyderabad and rounded 
up two accused. (APP)

One million youth to be trained under skills development initiative
ISLAMABAD: DigiPAKISTAN will 
train 1 million people in various 
fields of computer science to en-
able them to earn employment 
both at home and abroad under 
the National Skills Development 
Initiative. The main objective of 
the program is to build a highly 
skilled human resource in diversi-
fied IT domains and contribute in 
nation building towards a knowl-
edge-based economy. In order to 
bring this vision, a comprehensive 

DigiPAKISTAN National Skills 
Development Initiative has been 
designed which provides contem-
porary online training of Infor-
mation Technology in Technical, 
Non-Technical and High-Tech Do-
mains across all provinces of Pa-
kistan and overseas Pakistanis to 
empower youth of the nation. Un-
der this program, DigiPakistan will 
launch 16 courses in Fast Track 
Technical Programs, 15 courses 
in Fast Track Non-Technical Pro-

grams while 01 course will be on 
Associate Certification Programs. 
Fast Track Technical Programs 
will include IT Fundamentals, mi-
crosoft Front End, ASP.NET, PHP 
Laravel, SQL Server ,Android Apps 
,iOS Apps, React Native, CCNA, 
CompTIA Security, CEH, CHFI, 
CISA, CISM, AWS Practitioner, 
AWS SysOps, AWS Developer, Mi-
crosoft Cloud Administrator, Goo-
gle Cloud, Python, ML & AI and 
Data Science.(APP)
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Sanaullah confirms TTP hand in Quetta blast

PM visits China embassy to offer condolences 
on death of Jiang Zemin

PR retrieve 18 kanals of land in Peshawar division

Pakistan Navy seizes huge cache  
of drugs worth Rs 8.6b at sea

Ethiopia to help Pakistan in countering  
challenges of climate change: Envoy

WCLA inaugurates dilkashI for beautification of the mall

Provinces should set up separate ministries  
for population control: Marriyum

Progress on computerization of land record reviewed

Some PTI MPAs ask Imran not to dissolve assemblies

Court returns reference pertaining Bahria Icon Tower

Revenue officials awarded with  
Performance-based cash prizes in Tank

LAHORE: A day after a deadly sui-
cide attack in Quetta, Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah on Thursday 
termed Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) as a serious threat but as-
sured the nation that it doesn’t im-
ply that things are going beyond 
control. Addressing a presser in 
Islamabad, he said that provincial 
governments - especially Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government - 
need to work effectively against the 
threat of terrorism while extending 

every kind of support from the cen-
ter. He said that TTP was behind 
the suicide blast in Quetta the oth-
er day but assured that the things 
were ‘under control’. However, he 
admitted that TTP taking responsi-
bility of the suicide explosion was 
thus ‘alarming’. The minister ac-
cused former prime minister Imran 
Khan for trying to destabilize the 
country, adding that the peace was 
tantamount to political stability.
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Thursday visited the 
embassy of China here in Islam-
abad to offer his condolences over 
the death of former Chinese Pres-
ident Jiang Zemin. In a meeting 
with Chinese Ambassador Nong 
Rong, the prime minister expressed 
deep sorrow on the death of for-
mer president Jiang Zemin. He 
said Jiang Zemin would always be 
remembered as a great leader, who 
played a key role in strengthening 
the relations between Pakistan and 
China. He lauded the contribution 

of late Jiang Zemin’s role in Chi-
na’s development. The prime min-
ister also penned his comments in 
the condolence book placed at the 
embassy.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways 
has retrieved some 18 kanals of land 
worth millions of rupees from the 
illegal occupants in Peshawar Divi-
sion during an anti-encroachment 
operation against the land grabbers. 
“The operation is launched on the 
direction of Minister for Railways 
Khawaja Saad Rafique which was 
supervised by the Divisional Super-
intendent Peshawar Division,” an of-
ficial in the Ministry of Railways told 
APP on Thursday. He said that the 
land was retrieved from the area of 
Peshawar’s Truck Stand, Hayatabad, 
Karkhano Market and Dalazak Road 
with the help of the local administra-
tion. The official said that Pakistan 
Railways had also sealed around 135 
shops in different areas of the Pesha-

war Division due to non-payment of 
rent to the department. To a ques-
tion, he said that the Pakistan Rail-
ways’ major portion of around 9,986 
acres of land worth billions of rupees 
were found under illegal occupation 
of private, individual and different 
government departments across the 
country. “Around 3,287 acres were 
occupied in Punjab, 832 acres un-
der encroachment in Khyber Pukh-
tunkhwa, 5,180 acres in Sindh and 
687 acres land occupied in Baloch-
istan,” he added. However, he said 
Pakistan Railways has retrieved as 
many as 955 acres of its land worth 
Rs 19,603 million during various an-
ti-encroachment operations across 
the country in the last five years. 
(APP)

KARACHI: Two Pakistan Navy 
Ships in collaboration with PN air 
unit seized approximately 5800 Kg 
of drugs at North Arabian Sea. Pa-
kistan Navy continues to demon-
strate our National resolve to deter, 
dissuade, discourage and thwart 
any illicit activities along the stra-
tegically important water ways in 
Arabian Sea. In a recent develop-
ment, successful counter narcotics 
operation was conducted by two 
Pakistan Navy Ships in Arabian Sea 
in which a large cache of drugs has 
been apprehended. While conduct-
ing Maritime Security Operations 
in North Arabian Sea, Naval Ships 
located and effectively intercepted 

two suspicious dhows. Upon scru-
tiny of these boats, large quantity 
of drugs that valued approximately 
Rs. 8.6 Billion in international mar-
ket was seized. Both apprehended 
dhows have been handed over to 
Law Enforcement Agencies for fur-
ther legal proceedings as per the 
law of land. The successful opera-
tion by Pakistan Navy to seize huge 
quantity of narcotics reaffirms the 
resolve and commitment of PN to 
fulfill national and international 
obligations for maintaining good 
order at sea. Pakistan Navy is vig-
ilant to counter any illegal activity 
and safeguard its maritime borders.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Ethiopia to Pakistan Jemal Beker 
Abdula on Thursday said Ethiopia 
was keen to help the government 
of Pakistan in addressing the cli-
mate-related issues which had 
caused great economic and human 
loss to the country in the form of 
recent flash floods. “We are ready 
to exchange knowledge, ideas and 
initiatives with the government of 
Pakistan by signing agreements 
on climate action,” he said during 
a meeting with Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister and Minister of 

State Romina Khurshid Alam here 
at the Prime Minister’s Office. The 
ambassador briefed Romina Khur-
shid on the Green Legacy Initiative 
which was a brainchild of Ethio-
pia’s Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ali 
Ahmed. He said the initiative had 
brought green revolution in the 
country through attitudinal, be-
haviour and cultural change. Un-
der the Green Legacy Initiative, 
Ethiopia had planted some 25 bil-
lion seedlings in last four years to 
address climate issues out of which 
500 million were avocadoes, man-
goes and papaya, he added.(APP)

LAHORE: The Walled City of La-
hore Authority (WCLA) on Thurs-
day inaugurated the first phase of 
its renovation project of Dilkash 
Lahore for the restoration and 
beautification of The Mall. Secre-
tary Local Government and Com-
munity Development Department 
Punjab Syed Mubashar Hassan 
was the chief guest which was held 
at the Dayal Singh Mansion on 
The Mall. The initiative is a part of 
Dilkash Punjab project to beautify 
the major cities of the province. 
The beautification works were as-

signed to the WCLA by the Local 
Government Community Develop-
ment Department. The cost of the 
project is Rs 487.7 million starting 
from Chairing Cross to Old Toll-
inton Market. Under the project 
in phase one, development of rec-
reational areas, including public 
gathering places, public sitting 
areas, electric lighting, with tradi-
tional activities will also be done 
and billboards, directional signs 
and historical plaques will also 
be placed at different locations. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Thursday suggested 
that provinces should set up sepa-
rate ministries to control the growing 
population. In her speech at the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of the Population Council, she said 
the National Emergency Plan will 
be given soon to address the grow-
ing population issue. Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif had called a meet-
ing of the National Task Force next 
week, she said adding that provinces 
had representation in the task force. 
“This year, the population of the 

world has reached 8 billion and that 
of Pakistan has reached 23 million,” 
said the minister. Pakistan’s popu-
lation, she said, had increased from 
30 million to 230 million in 75 years, 
and by 2030, the population of Paki-
stan was expected to be 263 million 
and in 2050, it is expected to reach 
the figure of 338 million. In terms of 
population, she said, Pakistan had 
become the fifth-largest country in 
the world. The minister said that 
population growth was as alarm-
ing as the destruction caused by 
climate change. She said Pakistan’s 
population was growing at a rate of 
2 percent per year. “When the pop-
ulation increases, problems like ed-
ucation, health, and public services 
also arise,” she maintained. After the 
Eighteenth Amendment, issues like 
education, health, and public ser-
vices were the responsibility of the 
provinces, Maryam Aurangzeb said. 
(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Deputy Com-
missioner DI Khan Mr. Nasrullah Khan 
visited Service Delivery Center and 
inspected the standard of the facilities 
provided for public. The DC directed 
the officials concerned to make every 
possible effort for facilitating masses 
and in this regard, he added, no negli-
gence would be tolerated. He said that 
computerization of land record was go-
ing ahead at a fast pace in the district 
and it would help provide correct and 
prompt services to people. He said that 
the district administration was com-
mitted to extending better services to 
public and officials of the government 

departments should show no negli-
gence for provision of best services to 
people for which they were paid from 
the public exchequer. He was of the 
opinion that said measures were aimed 
at ensuring transparency in revenue 
department-related matters by comput-
erization of land records. In this regard, 
he said the computerization process 
of land record had been launched and 
after its completion, people would be 
able to easily and promptly get services 
form service delivery centers regarding 
sale and purchase, mutation of land, 
property deeds and other revenue mat-
ters. (APP)

LAHORE: Some PTI Punjab law-
makers on Wednesday suggested the 
party’s chairman, Imran Khan not to 
dissolve the Punjab Assembly. The sug-
gestion came after the party’s high-lev-
el committee filed report regarding 
dissolution of the Punjab Assembly to 
Khan. The sources claimed that the 

lawmakers also mentioned the on-
going development projects as major 
reasons in their Constituencies. Imran 
Khan who last week called off his long 
march to Islamabad last week made 
announcement to quit assemblies 
across the country, including Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: An Accountability 
Court (AC) on Thursday returned a 
reference to NAB against Ali Riaz Ma-
lik pertaining to the construction of 
Bahria Icon Tower on the land of Bagh 
Ibne Qasim in Karachi. The court de-
clared the reference as non-maintain-
able after the amendments in NAB 
Ordinance. The reference had also 
named former DG Parks Karachi 
Liaqat Qaimkhani, Senator Yousaf 
Baloch, Ghulam Arif and others as 
accused. The two accused had chal-
lenged the maintainability of the case 
after the fresh amendments in the 
NAB. The court stated in its verdict 
that this case didn’t fall in the juris-
diction of accountability court and it 
should be shifted to the relevant fo-
rum. It may be mentioned here that 

the reference had been pending with 
the accountability court for the last 
three years and around three accused 
were nominated in it. (APP)

TANK: District administration Tank 
on Thursday honored six revenue offi-
cials (Patwaris) with cash awards and 
commendation certificates for their 
good performance during the com-
puterization of land record process in 
the district. According to the district 
administration, 92 percent comput-
erization work of land record is done 
and the remaining digitization will be 

completed by December 20. Patwaris 
who received awards from the Depu-
ty Commissioner Tank Hameedullah 
Khatak for their stellar performance 
in the computerization lab and duty 
in office include Imranullah of Halka 
Nasran, Mujahid Hussain of Gomal, 
Nisar of Halka Darki, Gul Rehman of 
Mulazai, Javed Gul of Phatar and Ihsa-
nullah of Halka Ihsanullah. (APP)

Leopard preserve zone ‘extraordinary Jewel’ in heart of capital: US envoy
ISLAMABAD: The United States 
Ambassador Donald Blome visited 
the Leopard Preserve Zone in the 
Margalla Hills National Park the 
other day and described the protect-
ed area as an ‘extraordinary jewel’ 
in the heart of the Federal capital. 
The US envoy along with Country 
Director DAI Arsalan Faheem vis-
ited the Wildlife Rescue Centre es-
tablished in the old Marghazar Zoo 
and received a briefing on the bio-
diversity-rich national park. Chair-
person Islamabad Wildlife Manage-
ment board (IWMB) Rina Saeed 
Khan and IWMB staff accompanied 
the US Ambassador during the vis-
it. Ambassador Blome said, “I am 
thrilled to have this opportunity to 

visit Margalla Hills National Park.” 
He also appreciated the efforts of 
the dedicated IWMB staff working 
to preserve the wildlife and biodi-
versity of Margalla Hills. He also 
mentioned that the Pak-US green 
alliance was also supporting vari-
ous climate resilience initiatives fo-
cusing on biodiversity, agriculture, 
and other areas related to the en-

vironment and nature. The IWMB 
staff showcased taxidermy speci-
mens of different illegally hunted 
animals like the Common Asian 
Leopard, Ibex, Markhor trophies, 
and black buck dear and hides or 
pelts of Barking Deer, Red Fox, 
Jackal, Mongoose, Bengal Tiger, 
and Snow Leopard. These pelts on 
the display were recently confis-
cated in a raid by IWMB staff at a 
shop in F-7 Market. Chairperson 
IWMB Rina Saeed Khan and Direc-
tor Wildlife, IWMB Dr Tariq briefed 
the ambassador on the efforts of 
the Board in nature conservation 
and protection of precious biodi-
versity species of the Margalla Hills 
National Park. (APP)

Zardari condemns  
suicide attack in Quetta

Awareness Session 
Held About HIV/AIDS

SBP strongly rebuts 
placement of any 

restriction on LCs for 
Import of Oil, LNG and 

Petroleum products

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan Peo-
ples Party Parliamentarians (PPPP) 
Asif Ali Zardari on Thursday strongly 
condemned the suicide attack on po-
lice personnel in Quetta that caused 
the loss of precious lives. In a statement 
issued here by the party secretariat, he 
said that the targeted vehicle was carry-
ing the volunteers of the polio vaccina-
tion eradication campaign, and termed 
the incident an “unforgivable crime.” 
Asif Zardari was of the view that the 
Federal and provincial governments 
should give exemplary punishment to 
handlers of the elements involved in 
such subversive activities. (APP)

SUKKUR: HIV/AIDS cases have 
been increasing day by day in sev-
eral districts of the northern Sindh 
specially in Larkana due to lack of 
awareness and education about the 
disease. This was stated by Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) Inter Glob-
al Human Development Society (IG-
HDS) Dr Shakil Ahmed Jamil while 
addressing an awareness program 
held at Shikarpur in connection with 
marking the World HIV/AIDS Day 
on Thursday. The awareness pro-
gramme was attended by represen-
tatives of different NGOs, Journal-
ists and paramedical staff. Dr Shakil 
Ahmed said that mass-media, both 
print and electronics, had vital role 
to play in changing mindset towards 
the transgender and other socially 
excluded people to ensure their fun-
damental rights. (APP)

KARACHI: SBP would like to clarify 
some misinformation being spread in 
the media that the import of oil and 
petroleum products has been restrict-
ed by the Bank. It is clarified that SBP 
has not placed any restriction (verbal 
or otherwise) on opening of Letters of 
Credit (LCs) or contracts for import of 
crude oil, LNG and petroleum prod-
ucts. Such misinformation is being 
spread with ulterior motives to cre-
ate uncertainty in the market. In fact, 
SBP ensures timely processing of FX 
payments through banks related to 
import of oil and gas products (includ-
ing LNG) and in accordance with the 
contractual maturity of the trade docu-
ments. All the LCs/contracts for oil im-
port are being retired on their due date 
through interbank foreign exchange 
market without any delay. The same is 
also evident from trade data released 
by State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in 
terms of which country’s oil import 
stood at US$1.48 billion and US$1.47 
billion for the month of Sep-22 and 
Oct-22 respectively. (APP)
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FBR achieves five-month 
target of Rs2.68trn

Rupee records gains 
against US dollar

THCCL increases cement 
price by Rs1200/MTs

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) has exceeded five 
months target of Rs2.68 trillion tax 
revenue as compared to Rs2.33tr 
collected in the corresponding peri-
od of last year recording an increase 
of over 15.3%. FBR continuous-
ly showed excellent performance 
in revenue collection for the fifth 
consecutive month of the current 
fiscal year and has exceeded both 
the five monthly targets as well as 
the monthly target. On a month-on-
month basis, FBR collected Rs537 
billion despite import compres-
sion and zero rating on Petroleum, 
Oil, and Lubricant (POL) products. 
Furthermore, FBR has also issued 
refunds to the tune of Rs135bn as 
against Rs124bn issued last year. 
According to the report, provisional 
gross revenue collection is recorded 
as Rs2.82trn for the first five months 
as against Rs2.454trn collected 
during the corresponding period of 
the previous fiscal year. Collection 
of direct tax registered maximum 
growth of 43%. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s rupee reg-
istered some appreciation against 
the US dollar, improving 0.13% in the 
opening hours of trading on Thursday. 
At around 11am, the rupee was being 
quoted at 223.67, an appreciation of 
Re0.28 during intra-day trading. On 
Wednesday, the rupee remained un-
changed against the US dollar to close 
at 223.95. In a key development, Fed-
eral Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Ishaq Dar on Wednesday said steps are 
being taken to stop the smuggling of 
US dollar to a “neighbouring” country, 
which will help the economy. Dar added 
that the government is making efforts 
to stabilise the economy. Globally, the 
dollar tumbled to a three-month low 
versus the yen on Thursday as traders 
focused on comments by Federal Re-
serve Chair Jerome Powell that interest 
rate hikes could be scaled back “as soon 
as December.” Powell said on Wednes-
day that “slowing down at this point is 
a good way to balance the risks” but 
added that controlling inflation “will re-
quire holding policy at a restrictive level 
for some time”. (Agencies)

KARACHI: In the wake of rising in-
put cost, the management of That-
ta Cement Company Limited (PSX: 
THCCL) has decided to increase 
prices on all the products only by 
Rs1200 per MTons on both Loose 
and Bags. “The recent hike in Pet-
rol / Diesel, coal prices, electricity 
charges, and Transportation rates, 
our input cost has drastically in-
creased,” the company said in a 
notification.  However in view of a 
healthy relationship with its custom-
ers, the management decided to ab-
sorb a major portion of such an in-
crease, it added. The new price will 
be effective from December 1, 2022.  
(Agencies)

At state visit, Biden and Macron face dispute over American subsidies

Global remittances up by 5pc despite headwinds, says World Bank

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden and French President Emman-
uel Macron will celebrate more than 
200 years of US-French relations on 
Thursday but simmering in the back-
ground is a dispute over new Ameri-
can subsidies that has riled Europe. 
Biden is hosting Macron at the first 
state visit since the US leader took of-
fice in early 2021. Biden and his wife 
Jill are playing up the pageantry with a 
colorful arrival ceremony planned and 
200 live lobsters flown in from Maine 
for a glittering state dinner. The two 

leaders are to hold talks then conduct 
a joint news conference at 11.45am 
EST (1645 GMT). Macron and his 
wife, Brigitte, arrived in Washington 
on Tuesday for his second state visit 
to the US since taking office in 2017. 
Biden, 80, and Macron, 44, have had 
many meetings at international gath-
erings but this will be the most amount 
of time they have spent in each other’s 
company. The two leaders dined to-
gether on Wednesday night at an Ital-
ian restaurant called Fiola Mare in the 
historic Georgetown area in a gesture 

of bonhomie. Macron is expected to 
raise French and European concerns 
about subsidies in Biden’s Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA), a US$430 bil-
lion bill that offers massive subsidies 
for US-made products and is aimed at 
addressing the climate crisis. Europe-
an leaders say the legislative package 
signed by Biden in August is unfair to 
non-American companies and would 
be a serious blow to their economies 
as Europe deals with the fallout from 
Russia’s February invasion of Ukraine. 
(Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Remittances to 
low- and middle-income countries 
(LMICs) withstood global headwinds 
in 2022, growing an estimated 5% 
to US$626 billion (RM2.76 trillion). 
This is sharply lower than the 10.2% 
increase in 2021, according to the 
latest World Bank Migration and 
Development Brief. The World Bank 
said remittances are a vital source 
of household income for LMICs. It 
said they alleviate poverty, improve 

nutritional outcomes, and are asso-
ciated with increased birth weight 
and higher school enrolment rates 
for children in disadvantaged house-
holds. Studies show that remittances 
help recipient households to build re-
silience, for example through financ-
ing better housing and to cope with 
losses in the aftermath of disasters, it 
said. The bank said remittance flows 
to developing regions were shaped 
by several factors in 2022. It said a 

reopening of host economies as the 
Covid-19 pandemic receded support-
ed migrants’ employment and their 
ability to continue helping their fam-
ilies back home. Rising prices, on the 
other hand, adversely affected mi-
grants’ real income. Also influencing 
the value of remittances was the ap-
preciation of the rouble, which trans-
lated into higher value, in US dollar 
terms, of outward remittances from 
Russia to Central Asia. (Agencies)

Saudi Arabia, Spain sign deal to build 
combat ships for Royal Saudi Navy

Oil edges higher on tight supply,  
China demand recovery optimism

German energy giant sues Russia’s Gazprom

Japan’s households, businesses urged  
to save power until March 31

DoorDash cuts 1,250 jobs to rein in costs

Pakistan to sell two-owned buildings in US

Brexit has added 6pc to UK household food bills

Vietnam expresses interest to invest  
in Egypt’s SCzone

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Ministry 
of Defense and the General Author-
ity for Military Industries (GAMI) 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the Spanish Navantia 
Co. to acquire and build a number of 
multi-mission combat ships for the 
Royal Saudi Naval Forces (RSNF). 
The deal was signed in the pres-
ence of Minister of Defense Prince 
Khalid bin Salman and Spain’s Min-
ister of Industry, Trade and Tour-
ism María Reyes Maroto. The MoU 
aims to raise the level of readiness 
of the RSNF to enhance maritime 
security in the region, protect the 
vital and strategic interests of Saudi 
Arabia, and support the operation-
al and tactical goals of the Ministry 
of Defense. The agreement stip-
ulated that the Spanish company 
would localize up to 100% of naval 
shipbuilding, integration of combat 
systems, and ship maintenance, in 
line with the Kingdom’s objectives 
and Vision 2030. The MoU focuses 
on integrating combat systems into 

new navy vessels, systems design 
and engineering, hardware design, 
software development, testing, ver-
ification systems, prototyping, and 
simulation, as well as logistical sup-
port and training program design. 
Assistant Minister of Defense for 
Executive Affairs Dr. Khalid Al-Ba-
yari confirmed that this memoran-
dum of understanding comes within 
the vision of Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman to create a base for 
advanced marine industries in the 
Kingdom, as well as in accordance 
with the directives of Prince Khalid 
with the aim of raising the readiness 
of Saudi Arabia’s armed forces, sus-
taining systems, localizing military 
industries, and maximizing the use 
of local content. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE CITY: Oil prices nosed 
ahead in early Asian trade on Thurs-
day, lifted by signs of tighter supply 
and by optimism over a Chinese de-
mand recovery. Brent crude futures 
rose 5 cents, or 0.06%, to $87.02 per 
barrel by 0115 GMT while U.S. West 
Texas Intermediate crude futures 
rose 16 cents, or 0.2%, to $80.71. 
The giant Chinese cities of Guang-
zhou and Chongqing announced an 
easing of COVID curbs on Wednes-
day, a day after demonstrators in 
southern Guangzhou clashed with 
police amid a string of protests 
against the world’s toughest corona-
virus restrictions. However, Chinese 
business activity shrank further in 

November, official PMI data showed 
on Wednesday, raising fears about 
next year. read more Crude oil sup-
ply is expected to remain tight. U.S. 
crude oil stocks plunged by nearly 
13 million barrels, the most since 
2019, in the week ended Nov. 25, 
according to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration. However, U.S. 
crude oil output surpassed 12 mil-
lion barrels a day, the highest since 
before the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the EIA said. The U.S. 
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Pow-
ell said on Wednesday it was time 
to slow the pace of coming interest 
rate hikes, which could support oil 
prices. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany’s largest gas im-
porter Uniper said on Wednesday it 
is seeking billions of euros in com-
pensation from Russia’s Gazprom 
for undelivered natural gas, and 
has opened an arbitration process. 
According to the soon-to-be-nation-
alized company, replacing Russian 
supplies has cost it around €11.6 bil-
lion ($12.02 billion) so far, with the 
figure expected to grow until the end 
of 2024. “We are claiming recovery of 
our significant financial damages in 
these proceedings. It’s about gas vol-
umes that were contractually agreed 
with Gazprom but not delivered and 
for which we had to procure replace-
ments at extremely high market 
prices and still have to do so,” said 
Uniper Chief Executive Klaus-Dieter 
Maubach. Russia’s Gazprom Export 

confirmed that Uniper has initiat-
ed arbitration proceedings, saying, 
however, that it does not recognize 
the violation of contracts or the le-
gitimacy of the stated claims for 
damages. Russia initially attributed 
the reduction in deliveries with the 
maintenance of turbines on the Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline, which were inter-
rupted due to sanctions imposed by 
Western countries. A section of the 
pipeline was subsequently blown up 
in September, rendering it inopera-
ble. (Agencies)

TOKYO: The Japanese government 
is asking households and business-
es to save energy from Thursday to 
help cope with the tight power-sup-
ply situation this winter. The govern-
ment is making the request for the 
winter season for the first time in 
seven years. It will apply nationwide 
from December 1 to March 31. The 
government is not setting numerical 
reduction goals and is instead asking 
people and companies to save elec-
tricity within a reasonable range. 
The Arakawa Amusement Park in 
Tokyo will do its part by keeping 
some lights off at its facilities. The 
park’s illuminations will mainly be 

switched on at weekends and on na-
tional holidays during the power-sav-
ing period, instead of every night.
The park is also planning to start 
in-house power generation using 
biofuel. A visitor in her 40s says she 
supports the park’s efforts and she 
thinks it’s good to turn off unnec-
essary lights. She says she wants 
to save power at home by setting 
the heating at a lower temperature 
than usual. A park official says vis-
itors will have fewer chances to see 
the illuminations but asked for their 
understanding because it’s part of 
a nationwide power-saving effort. 
(Agencies)

SAN FRANCISCO: Food delivery 
service DoorDash Inc said today 
it was cutting about 1,250 jobs in 
a bid to reduce costs in the face of 
a global economic slowdown. The 
company joins a list of multination-
al American firms that have laid 
off employees in recent weeks due 
to rising operating costs amid de-
cades-high inflation. “We were not 
as rigorous as we should have been 
in managing our team growth … 
that’s on me. As a result, operating 
expenses grew quickly,” said chief 

executive Tony Xu in a message to 
employees posted on the compa-
ny’s website. As of Dec 31, 2021, the 
company had more than 8,600 em-
ployees worldwide. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The federal cabinet 
has approved selling of two build-
ings owned by the Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs in Washington, 
US, in a transparent way. Federal 
Information Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb revealed it while brief-
ing media about matters discussed 
in the cabinet meeting, chaired by 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. She 
said that the two buildings are in the 
use of the Pakistani embassy. She 
said that the government had to pay 
$819,000 in tax to the US authorities 
due to delay in decision about their 
selling. “If the property is not sold, 
we have to pay $1.3 million in tax,” 
the information minister told media.
The government has received $6.5 

million bid for both buildings, above 
$2 million from previous bid of $4.5 
million, Aurangzeb said. She said 
auction of the buildings would be 
held in transparent manners. In 
2010, the then prime minister had 
given go-ahead to for renovation 
of the buildings but it could not be 
done despite lapse of more than one 
decade. The federal cabinet was in-
formed that sufficient reserves of 
wheat are available in the county 
to meet demands of the people, the 
information minister said. She said 
country has more reserves of wheat 
in comparison with the last year. 
The minister said that current re-
serves are two percent higher than 
the previous year. (Agencies)

LONDON: Brexit has added £210 to 
food bills for the average UK house-
hold, with low-income families 
hardest hit, according to research 
from the London School of Eco-
nomics. Over the two years through 
the end of 2021, food prices rose 6% 
as a result of additional business 
costs caused by so-called non-tar-
iff barriers in the form of border 
checks, the study showed. The UK 
formally left the European Union 
in January 2020 and exited the 
single market and customs union 
in January 2021. Moving to a free 
trade deal ensured no direct tariffs 
were imposed. But customs checks, 
rules-of-origin requirements and 
sanitary measures for trade in an-

imals and plants were introduced 
that all added to friction for import-
ers and exporters. “In leaving the 
EU, the UK swapped a deep trade 
relationship with few impediments 
to trade for one where a wide range 
of checks, forms and steps are re-
quired before goods can cross the 
border,” said Richard Davies, a 
professor at Bristol University and 
co-author of the study. Firms faced 
higher costs and passed most of 
these onto consumers.” Business-
es bringing in from the EU have 
passed 50% to 88% of those costs to 
consumers, the researchers found. 
That added 3% a year to consum-
ers’ food bills – totalling £5.8 billion 
over the two years. (Agencies)

CAIRO: Head of the Suez Canal 
Economic Zone (SCzone) Walid 
Gamal El Din received Tuesday a 
Vietnamese parliamentary delega-
tion in Cairo expressing aspiration 
to cooperate in the sectors of high-
tech industries, and automotive 
feeding and complementary indus-
tries. In that context, the SCzone 
head pointed out to the automotive 
complex eastern Port Said which 
was established to localize the in-
dustry in Egypt. He also presented 
the incentives offered to investors, 
and underscored the zone’s connec-
tion with six ports on the Mediter-

ranean and the Red Sea, which are 
in turn linked with other industrial 
cities. On his side, the Vietnamese 
deputy Speaker expressed interest 
to invest in the SCzone, and estab-
lish vocational training centers in 
collaboration with the zone’s au-
thority. (Agencies)

China’s yuan hits two-week high  
as dollar falls on Powell’s comments

BEIJING: China’s yuan hit a two-
week high against the US dollar 
on Thursday, which came under 
pressure after the Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell said US rate 
hikes could be scaled back “as soon 
as December”. The dollar tumbled 
to a three-month low versus the 
yuan after Powell said the central 
bank was “slowing down” from the 
breakneck pace of three-quarter 
percentage point rate hikes that 
have prevailed since June, and 
that a “soft or softish” landing re-
mained possible. The comments 
boosted expectations for a small-
er 50-basis-point rate hike at the 
Fed’s meeting on Dec. 14, after four 
consecutive 75-basis-point increas-
es. “The speech seemingly provid-
ed markets some clarity that the 

downshifting is coming earlier than 
expected, as markets were previ-
ously still split in their expectations 
for December before the Federal 
Reserve Chair’s comments,” said 
Yeap Jun Rong, a market strate-
gist at IG Group, an online trading 
platform. The spot yuan opened at 
7.0450 per dollar and was changing 
hands at 7.0730 at midday, 199 pips 
stronger than the previous late ses-
sion close and -0.69% away from 
the midpoint. (Agencies)
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MIAMI: The Saudi-backed LIV Golf 
series has announced three new 
venues for their 14 event tour for 
2023 with tournaments in Mexico, 
Singapore and Spain. The circuit, 
which completed its first season last 
month, will play at Mayakoba s El 
Camaleon Golf Course in February, 
Sentosa Golf Club in Singapore in 
April and Real Club Valderrama in 
Spain in June. LIV Golf, bankrolled 
by oil-rich Saudi s giant Public In-
vestment Fund (PIF) had already 
announced that it would hold an 
event in Adelaide, Australia in April. 
“These venues have played host to 
signature moments in golf, and we 
re excited to build new traditions 
for the sport while delivering a first-

class fan experience at some of 
the world s best courses,” LIV Golf 
CEO and Commissioner Greg Nor-
man said in a statement. Golf has 
been bitterly divided after LIV lured 
major winners including Dustin 
Johnson, Phil Mickelson, Brooks 
Koepka and Cameron Smith to sign 
lucrative deals with the heavily fi-
nanced tour. The circuit features 
54-hole no-cut tournaments with 
fields of 48 strokeplay competitors, 
who can also earn prize money as 
part of teams. The US PGA Tour has 
banned more than 30 players who 
have teed off in LIV tournaments, 
a move that prompted 11 players to 
file an anti-trust lawsuit against the 
PGA Tour in August. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Master Pants Black and 
FG/Din Polo were the victorious 
teams on the second day of the 
two-week eight-goal Corps Com-
mander Polo Cup sponsored by 
Diamond Pants here at the Jinnah 
Polo Fields (JPF). Manuel Carran-
za’s heroics helped Master Paints 
Black edged past Team Diamond 
Paints/Sheikhoo Steel by a close 
margin of 10-8 in the very challeng-
ing and stimulating first match of 
the second day of the tournament. 

The sterling performance of foreign 
player Manuel Carranza was the 
highlight of the match as he played 
outstanding polo and kept on scor-
ing goals one after another for Mas-
ter Paints Black, taking his tally 
of goals to seven goals out of total 
ten. Sufi Mohammad Haroon (two 
goals) and Sufi Mohammad Amir 
(one goal) converted the remaining 
three goals to complete the tally of 
ten goals. Nicolas Antinori excelled 
for Team Diamond Paints/Sheik-
hoo Steel and added significant six 
goals in his team’s tally while Lt Col 
Omer Minhas (R) pumped in the 
remaining two goals for Diamond 
Paints/Sheikhoo Steel, which lost 
the match by a close margin of 8-10 
goals. John Fisher and Bilal Haye 
professionally officiated the match 
as field umpires.(Agencies)

BRASILIA: Brazilian football legend 
Pele has been hospitalised again, 
but there is “no emergency,” his 
daughter said Wednesday, the latest 
health issue for the 82-year-old icon, 
who has been in treatment following 
a colon tumor. “He is in the hospi-
tal regulating medication,” Pele’s 
daughter Kely Nascimento wrote 
on Instagram. “There is (no) emer-
gency or new dire prediction... We 
appreciate the concern and love.” 
Pele has been undergoing regular 

chemotherapy treatments since be-
ing diagnosed with colon cancer last 
year. He had surgery to remove the 
tumor in September 2021, spending 
a month in the hospital. Considered 
by many the greatest footballer of all 
time, Edson Arantes do Nascimento 
-- Pele’s real name -- has suffered 
from increasingly fragile health in 
recent years. The only player in his-
tory to win three World Cups (1958, 
1962 and 1970), Pele had one of the 
most storied careers in sport, scor-
ing more than 1,000 goals before 
retiring in 1977. His public appear-
ances have grown increasingly rare, 
but he maintains an active presence 
on social media -- recently telling 
the Brazilian national team he was 
counting on them to “bring this 
trophy home” from the 2022 World 
Cup. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s promising 
pugilist Muhammad Shoaib pro-
duced a masterclass to defeat Hen-
drik Barongsay of Indonesia and 
seal the Asian Boxing Federation 
(ABF) lightweight (61kg) champi-
onship belt in Bangkok, Thailand on 
Wednesday. The 25-year-old Quet-
ta-born boxer, who has now won 
all his four pro fights he featured 
so far, prevailed over his seasoned 
opponent in the 10th round with 
the official scorecard after the fight 
reading 117-57 for him. Known as 
the “Coolest Boy”, Shoaib had out-
witted Thai boxer Sornram Sopakul 
in Bangkok in September this year 
to qualify for fighting for the Asian 
title. Talking to APP on phone, he 

said he wanted to make the nation 
proud by excelling in the boxing 
world. “I knew my opponent was a 
seasoned boxer but I believed in my-
self. I knew I could beat him. I had 
come here for victory. “I wanted to 
make it a spectacular match for the 
audience at the event, as well as my 
fans back home. My opponent lost 
the way as I targeted to outsmart 
him in the early rounds. “My dream 
is to raise the green flag high in the 
world. I’m thankful to the nation for 
supporting me and praying for my 
success.” Shoaib, who will now have 
the opportunity to feature in the big-
ger events said, he was determined 
to take on the world’s best fighters. 
(Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan has includ-
ed four debutants in the line-up for 
the first match of the historic Test 
series against England. This is the 
first time in history that four Paki-
stani players will make their Test 
debut against England. Haris Rauf, 
Zahid Mehmood, Saud Shakeel, 
and Mohammad Ali are the latest 
players to earn their Test caps for 
Pakistan, which brings the total 
number of players to play a Test 
match for Pakistan to 251 since the 
team’s first match in 1952. The last 
time Pakistan handed debuts to four 
players in the same match was 19 
years ago as Mohammad Hafeez, 
Umar Gul, Shabbir Ahmed, and 
Yasir Hameed made their debuts in 
the first Test match against Bangla-

desh at Karachi in 2003. Just three 
years prior, Pakistan handed debuts 
to Misbah-ul-Haq, Faisal Iqbal, Im-
ran Farhat, and Mohammad Sami 
against New Zealand in the first 
Test at Auckland. Since 2020, Pa-
kistan has handed debuts to a total 
of 11 players, including four play-
ers in the ongoing Test match. Za-
far Gohar, Imran Butt, Nauman Ali, 
Sajid Khan, Tabish Khan, Abdullah 
Shafique, and Salman Ali Agha are 
the other seven players to debut for 
the national team over the past two 
years.Pakistan will be hoping that 
the new players are able to make an 
instant impact in the first Test match 
and help Pakistan register a win as 
they look to qualify for the World 
Test Championship final. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Relationships will go well 
today IF you are prepared to listen 
to what other people are trying to tell 
you. You don’t need to have the final 
word in every conversation. Don’t let 
a friendly exchange of views become 
a contest to see who can speak loud-
est.
– TAURUS: The more others try to 
talk you down today the more you 
will know you are doing the right 
thing. The fact that they are so insis-
tent on focusing on your occasional 
failures suggests they are desperate 
to draw attention away from your 
many successes.
– GEMINI: The more you can help 
other people feel good about them-
selves today the better you will feel 
about yourself. You have a talent for 
knowing how to bring sunshine into 
the lives of those whose outlook is 
unnecessarily cloudy and gray. Use it.
– CANCER: Who you know is going 
to be every bit as important as what 
you know over the next few days, 
so be aware of what’s taking place 
around you and work out quickly who 
are the movers and shakers it could 
be profitable to get alongside.
– LEO: If you scatter your energy 
in several directions today you will 
make a lot of noise and expend a lot 
of energy but may achieve very little. 

According to the planets it will pay 
you to operate under the radar for a 
bit. Don’t draw attention to yourself.
– VIRGO: You may feel at one with 
the world around you but that doesn’t 
mean the world is going to do you 
any favors. Today’s Venus-Mars link 
warns you won’t get far, personally 
or professionally, merely by believing 
everyone is a nice guy like you.
– LIBRA: It may be tempting to act 
purely for selfish reasons today but if 
you are smart you will force yourself 
to look at the wider picture and rec-
ognize that no one wins unless every-
body wins. What can you do to make 
the world a better place?
– SCORPIO: There is a real chance 
you will come into money today but if 
you do you would be wise to keep the 
news to yourself. If friends and family 
members find out you have struck it 
big they will be tapping you for loans 
left, right and center.
– SAGITTARIUS: There may be noth-
ing obviously special about someone 
you meet today but you will feel some 
kind of bond. Is it love at first sight? 
Maybe, but more likely your person-
al and professional values are almost 
identical. At the very least that means 
you can work together.
– CAPRICORN: You may be tempted 
to make promises to loved ones and 
family members today but what hap-
pens if you cannot deliver? This is one 
of those occasions when you must be 
honest with them. They won’t thank 
you for it now but they will do later 
on.
– ACQUARIUS: You want to do more 
for a cause you believe in but you need 
to go about it in the right way. It won’t 
satisfy you just to donate money or 
join a protest march. Get involved at a 
leadership level where you can make 
a real difference.
– PISCES: You hate having to turn 
people down when they ask you for a 
favor but the planets warn it will help 
neither them nor you to just give them 
what they want.
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Bhutan OC  
opens boxing academy

National Ranking Tennis 
C’ships from Dec 5

THIMPHU: The Bhutan Olympic 
Committee (BOC) has opened a 
boxing academy in conjunction with 
the Chundu Armed Forces Public 
School. The centre will offer train-
ing in a newly-built hall and 11 girls 
and 11 boys are part of the initial 
intake. The number of youth boxers 
is expected to grow in the coming 
years. It comes after an agreement 
was signed between the BOC and 
the school earlier this year. The new 
academy is supported by the Roy-
al Bhutan Army, the BOC and the 
Bhutan Boxing Federation. Prince 
Jigyel Ugyen Wangchuck, an Inter-
national Olympic Committee mem-
ber who has led the BOC since 2009, 
has been credited with inspiring the 
project. The academy was built “to 
introduce boxing in schools and 
also provide our young boys and 
girls with the opportunity to partic-
ipate, develop and excel in boxing,” 
organisers said. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Ten-
nis Association (ITA) would be 
organizing the 35th Federal Cup 
National Ranking Tennis Champi-
onships from December 5 to 11 here 
at PTF–SDA Tennis Complex, Gar-
den Avenue. According to details, 
the competitions to be contested 
in the championship include Men, 
Women, Boys 18 & Under, Boys & 
Girls and under 12. Top players of 
the country like Aqeel Khan, Mu-
hammad Shoaib, Muzammil Mur-
taza, Muhammad Abid, and many 
more National players and all affili-
ated units of PTF including Pakistan 
Army, Pakistan Navy, Pakistan Air 
Force, Wapda, Railway, HEC, SNG-
PL, POF Wah, Punjab, Sindh, KPK, 
Balochistan, Islamabad, AJK and 
Gilgit Baltistan, have been invited 
to participate in the extravaganza. 
(Agencies)

Germany fight for World Cup survival

Devin Booker hits for 51, fuels Suns’ 132-113 rout of Bulls

World Athletics announces 2024 World Relays host

Former Italian cycling champion Rebellin killed in road accident

DOHA: Germany will battle to 
avoid the humiliation of another 
first-round exit at the World Cup on 
Thursday while Belgium’s “golden 
generation” will be fighting for their 
lives when they face Croatia. De-
spite being holders, Germany were 
eliminated at the group stage four 
years ago in Russia, and they are 
desperate to avoid a repeat when 
they play Costa Rica in Group E. The 
Germans suffered a stunning open-
ing defeat to Japan but salvaged a 
draw with Spain in their next game. 
Germany must beat Costa Rica to 

stand a chance of progressing, and 
even then goal difference could still 
be a factor. Costa Rica began their 
campaign on the wrong end of a 7-0 
defeat to Spain but they proved their 
mettle with a subsequent 1-0 win 

over Japan and are still in conten-
tion to qualify. Germany coach Han-
si Flick laughed off suggestions he 
would lose his job if his side crashed 
out. “You never know what’s around 
the corner but I am looking for-
ward to Germany’s home European 
Championship (in 2024),” he said.  “I 
have a contract until 2024. But that’s 
still a long way away.” Spain are not 
yet assured of their place in the last 
16 -- a loss to Japan would put the 
Japanese through and could allow 
Germany or Costa Rica to overtake 
them. (Agencies)

PHOENIX: Devin Booker scored a 
season-high 51 points in just three 
quarters, Deandre Ayton had 30 points 
and 16 rebounds and the Phoenix 
Suns stretched their winning streak 
to six games with a 132-113 victory 
over the Chicago Bulls on Wednesday 
night. Booker scored 25 points in the 
first half and had 26 more in a sub-
lime third quarter. After a contested 
3-pointer splashed through the net, 
“MVP! MVP!” chants broke out across 
Footprint Arena, and the 26-year-old 

is certainly making an early season 
case.The two-time All-Star had a 
steal late in the third before sprint-
ing downcourt and flushing home a 
dunk for his 50th and 51st points. He 
added six assists and four rebounds. 
He didn’t play in the fourth quarter 
with the Suns holding a healthy lead. 
Booker shot 20 of 25 from the field, 
going 6 of 7 from 3-point range. It was 
his second straight 40-point game. He 
had 44 in a victory at Sacramento on 
Monday night. The Bulls struggled 

on defense the entire night. DeMar 
DeRozan led Chicago with 29 points. 
Zach LaVine added 21. Jamal Murray 
scored 26 points, Nikola Jokic had 10 
of his 12 assists in the first half and 
Denver won their fourth straight by 
beating Houston. Jokic added 17 
points and nine rebounds in just 27 
minutes. Aaron Gordon scored 20 
points and Bruce Brown had 18 for 
Denver, which never trailed in beat-
ing Houston for the second time in 
three days. (Agencies)

BAHAMAS: The 2024 World Athletics 
Relays have been awarded to Nassau 
in The Bahamas, the World Athlet-
ics Council announced in a meeting 
held here. This event will be held 
in April/May 2024 (dates to be con-
firmed) and will be the main Olym-
pic qualifying event for the men’s 
and women’s 4x100m and 4x400m 
relays and the mixed 4x400m relay. 

World Athletics president Sebastian 
Coe welcomed the decision, saying: 
“We have had three wonderful edi-
tions of the World Athletics Relays in 
Nassau, which established this event 
on the global calendar, so we know 
we are in safe hands for what will be 
an important Olympic qualifier for all 
our relay events.” After being hosted 
three consecutive times by Nassau in 

the Bahamas, in 2014, 2015 and 2017, 
the World Relays have been held in 
Yokohama, Japan in 2019 and Chor-
zow in Poland last year. The Council 
in an another important decision tak-
en at its 229th meeting held here on 
Wednesday said that the World Ath-
letics will introduce an official world 
record for the road mile From Janu-
ary 1, 2023. (Agencies)

ROME: Former Italian cycling 
champion Davide Rebellin has died 
aged 51 after a hit-and-run collision 
between his bike and a truck in the 
Venice region. One of the finest clas-
sics racers of his generation, Rebel-
lin won seven of cycling’s major one 
day races. In 2004, he was the first 
rider to sweep the Ardennes Clas-
sics treble of Liege-Bastogne-Liege, 
Fleche Wallone and Amstel Gold. 
He also won the Fleche in 2007 and 

2009 as well as classics in San Se-
bastian and Zurich, both in 1997. 
He took part in 19 Grand Tours in-

cluding 12 Giro d’Italia. “This is an 
infinitely sad day for all those who 
cycling,” Tour de France chief Chris-
tian Prudhomme said. Lotto-Soudal 
general manager John Lelangue 
said he was stupefied by the news. 
“I just can’t believe it. He was with 
us Sunday night at the Monte Carlo 
Criterium dinner,” he said. FDJ chief 
Marc Madiot compared Rebellin to a 
choirboy. “He was a really nice guy. 
(Agencies)
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LONDON: New York and Singapore 
are jointly the world’s most expensive 
cities after inflation soared this year, 
an annual survey showed today. The 
pair displaced last year’s number one 
Tel Aviv, which fell to third place this 
time round in the Worldwide Cost 
of Living index from London-based 
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU). 
The survey revealed “the soaring cost 
of living in the world’s biggest cities 
as the war in Ukraine and continuing 
pandemic restrictions disrupt supply 
chains, particularly for energy and 
food”.New York hit the top spot for 
the first time, while Damascus and 
Tripoli remained the cheapest cit-
ies. Prices rocketed by an average 
8.1 percent in the 172 major cities 
covered by the EIU survey, conduct-
ed between August and September. 

The survey “also shows the impact 
of the strong US dollar on our city 
rankings”, it noted. A total of 50,000 
worldwide prices were converted into 
dollars. The US currency has jumped 
this year as the Federal Reserve hikes 
interest rates by large amounts to try 
and tame decades-high inflation.In 
addition to New York, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco moved into the top 
ten. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Investments into pro-
tecting and better managing the 
world’s ecosystems need to reach 
US$384 billion (S$525 billion) a 
year by 2025, more than double their 
current levels, to guard against the 
threats of climate change and loss 
of natural resources, the United Na-
tions’ environment watchdog said 
on Thursday. The calculation will 
inform a biodiversity summit start-
ing next week in Montreal, Canada, 
where countries will try to agree on 
a deal to protect nature and wildlife 
from further losses and degradation 
of species and landscapes. Current-
ly, US$154 billion is spent every 
year, mainly by governments, on 

actions to protect and better man-
age waters, land, air and wildlife, 
known as “nature-based solutions,” 
the U.N. Environment Programme 
(UNEP) said in a report. “This will 
have to increase by several orders 
of magnitude if we are to tackle the 
triple crisis of land degradation, cli-
mate and nature,” said Ivo Mulder, 
head of UNEP’s climate finance 
unit. “About 50 per cent of global 
GDP is dependent on healthy and 
well-functioning ecosystems (so) 
it shouldn’t be too hard a stretch 
even if we are living through multi-
ple crises” such as war in Ukraine 
and spiralling inflation, he added. 
(Agencies)

MADRID: Spain has stepped up se-
curity at public and diplomatic build-
ings after a spate of letter-bombs 
were sent to targets including the 
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez and the Ukrainian embassy, the 
Interior Ministry said on Thursday.
The ministry said that an “enve-
lope with pyrotechnic material” ad-
dressed to Sanchez was received on 
Nov. 24 and disarmed by his security 
team. The device was “similar” to 
subsequent packages received by the 
Ukrainian embassy and a Spanish 

arms firm on Wednesday, it said, and 
a device intercepted at Spain’s Tor-
rejon de Ardoz air force base in the 
early hours of Thursday morning.
The first letter-bomb was received 
and opened by a security officer at 

the Ukrainian embassy on Wednes-
day lunchtime and exploded, caus-
ing minor injuries to the official.
Ambassador Serhii Pohoreltsev told 
the Ukrainian news site European 
Pravda that the suspicious pack-
age addressed to him was handed 
to the embassy’s Ukrainian com-
mandant. “The package contained a 
box, which raised the commandant’s 
suspicions and he decided to take it 
outside – with no one in the vicinity – 
and open it,” Pohoreltsev was quoted 
as saying. (Agencies)
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Azerbaijan rejects French Senate resolution on sanctions against Baku
BAKU: Slamming a new French 
resolution on what Paris calls “ag-
gression” against Armenia, Azer-
baijan on Thursday called the move 
“another provocation by France 
against Azerbaijan.” “The false 
and slanderous anti-Azerbaijan 
resolution adopted in the lower 
chamber (National Assembly) of 
the French Parliament is anoth-
er provocation by France against 
Azerbaijan, similar to the recent 
resolution adopted in the Senate,” 
said an Azerbaijani Foreign Minis-
try statement. The statement says 
the resolution “aims to undermine 

the process of normalization of 
relations between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, as well as efforts to es-
tablish peace and stability in the 
region.” “This resolution, contrary 
to the norms and principles of in-
ternational law, once again clearly 
demonstrates France’s biased polit-

ical position, and its inability to act 
as an impartial and fair mediator,” 
the statement added. Rejecting the 
resolutions in both French cham-
bers, Azerbaijan accused Paris of 
“biased intentions,” criticizing it 
for not working instead to resolve 
the conflict. “Armenia occupied 
the territory of Azerbaijan for 30 
years,” wrote Azerbaijan’s Ambas-
sador to France Leyla Abdullayeva 
on Twitter, referring to Armenia’s 
decades-long occupation of Kara-
bakh, which Azerbaijan forces 
largely recaptured in a fall 2020 
conflict. (Agencies)

China eases  
Covid-19 restrictions

 Lebanon MPs again fail to fill the vacant presidency 

Modi urges unity as India 
assumes G20 presidency

US House approves bill 
to avert freight rail strike

Bill Clinton tests  
positive for Covid

HKcourt delays trial of 
pro-democracy tycoon

Taliban bans VOA, RFE/
RL Radio in Afghanistan

BEIJING: China is softening its tone 
on the severity of COVID-19 and eas-
ing some coronavirus restrictions 
even as its daily case toll hovers 
near record highs, after anger over 
the world’s toughest curbs fuelled 
protests across the country. Several 
cities in the world’s second-largest 
economy, while still reporting new 
infections, are breaking with prac-
tice by lifting district lockdowns 
and allowing businesses to reopen. 
Health authorities announcing the 
relaxation of measures did not men-
tion the protests, which ranged from 
candle-lit vigils in Beijing to clash-
es with the police on the streets of 
Guangzhou on Tuesday and at an 
iPhone factory in Zhengzhou last 
week. (Agencies)

BEIRUT: Lawmakers in crisis-hit 
Lebanon failed to elect a new pres-
ident on Thursday for the eighth 
time, despite the deepening impact 
of the political deadlock on the coun-
try’s economic woes. Lebanon has 
been without a head of state for a 
month after President Michel Aoun 
left office at the end of October with 
no successor. Parliament is split be-
tween supporters of the powerful 

Iran-backed Hezbollah movement 
and its opponents, neither of whom 
have a clear majority. Lawmaker Mi-
chel Moawad, who is seen as close to 
the United States, won the support of 
37 lawmakers Thursday — well short 
of the required majority — while 52 
spoilt ballots were cast, mainly by 
pro-Hezbollah lawmakers. Only 
111 of parliament’s 128 lawmakers 
showed up for the vote. (Agencies)

MUMBAI: The world must cooper-
ate to tackle the greatest challenges 
of climate change, terrorism, and 
pandemics, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Thursday as India 
began its year-long presidency of 
the Group of 20 (G20). The Ukraine 
conflict, which started with a Rus-
sian invasion in February, dominat-
ed a two-day G20 summit in Indo-
nesia last month, to the frustration 
of some members that wanted more 
attention on global economic woes. 
“Today, we do not need to fight for 
our survival - our era need not be 
one of war. Indeed, it must not be 
one,” Modi said in a declaration 
published in Indian newspapers to 
mark the start of the G20 presiden-
cy. “Today, the greatest challenges 
we face - climate change, terrorism, 
and pandemics - can be solved not 
by fighting each other, but only by 
acting together.” His comment on 
war echoed a remark he made to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
at a regional conference in Septem-
ber, when he told him now was not 
a time for war, widely interpreted as 
a mild rebuke of what Russia calls 
its “special military operation” in 
Ukraine. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Lawmakers in the 
US House of Representatives voted 
to prevent a potentially catastroph-
ic freight rail strike, stepping in to 
break an impasse between work-
ers and executives during a critical 
pre-holiday period. The bill, passed 
with a solid bipartisan majority, 
effectively forces hold-out unions 
to accept a September deal on in-
creased wages, which a majority of 
unions had already agreed to. But 
in a win for organised labour, the 
House also backed a measure to 
add mandated paid sick time to the 
agreement, addressing the major 
sticking point identified by unions.
The sick-leave measure passed on a 
tighter, mostly party-line vote, leav-
ing its fate in the Senate more un-
certain. Biden praised the bipartisan 
vote to avert a shutdown that “would 
devastate our economy and families 
everywhere,” but said the measure 
must be expeditiously progressed 
through Washington. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Former U.S. Pres-
ident Bill Clinton said on Wednes-
day that he has tested positive for 
COVID-19. Clinton, 76, tweeted 
that he’s experiencing “mild symp-
toms” but is doing fine overall while 
keeping himself busy at home. Vac-
cinated and boosted, he urged “ev-
eryone to do the same, especially as 
we move into the winter months.” 
(Agencies)

HONG KONG: Jailed pro-democra-
cy media tycoon Jimmy Lai’s trial 
under Hong Kong’s national secu-
rity law was delayed Thursday as 
the government asked Beijing to 
bar Lai from being represented by 
a British lawyer. Lai and several 
executives from the now-shuttered 
Apple Daily newspaper are being 
prosecuted for “colluding with for-
eign forces”, an offence under the 
law imposed on the city after huge 
and sometimes violent protests in 
2019. After local courts said Lon-
don-based lawyer Tim Owen could 
represent Lai, Hong Kong’s leader 
asked China’s top lawmaking body 
to decide whether overseas law-
yers could participate in national 
security cases. The trial was set to 
start Thursday but was adjourned 
to December 13 for prosecutors 
to come up with a new timetable, 
pending any move from Beijing. 
(Agencies)

KABUL: Taliban authorities have 
announced a ban on FM radio 
broadcasts from Voice of Ameri-
ca (VOA) and Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) stations in 
Afghanistan, citing complaints they 
have received about programming 
content. The ban will be enforced 
on December 1, according to a di-
rective issued by the Taliban’s min-
istry of information and culture. 
Taliban spokespeople have not 
provided further details about the 
alleged complaints they say they 
have received about the U.S.-fund-
ed news programs. It is also unclear 
whether the ban will apply to oth-
er international broadcasters that 
have used the same system for FM 
broadcasts in Afghanistan. Since 
seizing power last year, the Taliban 
have imposed a series of restric-
tions on media and journalists in 
Afghanistan, including requiring 
women presenters to wear masks.
(Agencies)
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Japan approves bill tightening religious donation rules

Indonesian families sue govt over cough syrup deaths

New York, Singapore most expensive cities in the world

Nature needs $525b annually by 2025, UN says

Spain steps up security as PM office targeted in spate of letter-bombs

TOKYO: Japan’s government to-
day approved a bill tightening the 
rules on religious donations after 
scrutiny of controversial fundrais-
ing practices by the Unification 
Church. Claims that the church 
pressures followers to donate huge 
sums have been discussed in parlia-
ment since former prime minister 
Shinzo Abe was assassinated by a 
man angered by the sect’s alleged 
practices. Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida proposed the bill as his gov-
ernment battles tumbling approval 
ratings linked in part to anger over 
links between politicians and the 

Unification Church. A justice min-
istry official confirmed to AFP that 
the bill was approved by the cabinet 
this evening, and it will now be de-
bated by parliament. The proposed 
legislation would allow religious 
believers and their family members 
to ask for the return of donations 
and prohibits religious groups from 
soliciting funds through coercive 
means, including linking donations 
to spiritual salvation. Religious fig-
ures could face prison sentences of 
up to a year or fines if convinced 
of pressuring followers to donate. 
(Agencies)

JAKARTA: A dozen Indonesian fam-
ilies whose relatives died or were in-
jured after consuming tainted cough 
syrups have sued the government 
and companies accused of supply-
ing the products, according to a law-
suit. The Southeast Asian country 
has seen a spike in cases of acute 
kidney injury since August, with the 
deaths of at least 199 people, most-
ly children, prompting a probe and 
ban on some liquid medicine sales. 
The class action lawsuit targets the 
ministry of health, the country’s 
food and drug agency and seven 

companies implicated in selling syr-
ups containing excessive amounts 
of two compounds used in industrial 
products such as antifreeze. Awan 
Puryadi, a legal representative of 
the victims’ relatives, told AFP they 
took action because the authorities 
failed to prevent the sale of harm-
ful medicines and the subsequent 
child deaths or injuries. “No one 
has claimed responsibility. They are 
very disappointed with the current 
situation,” Puryadi said Thursday 
about the lawsuit, which was filed 
on Nov 18. (Agencies)

England breaks 112-year-old cricket record
in Pakistan match

RAWALPINDI: England batters broke 
a 112-year-old record on the first day 
of the first test match against Pakistan, 
racking up 506 runs for a loss of four 
wickets at Rawalpindi’s cricket stadi-
um in 75 overs, when play was called 
off due to bad light. Playing its first test 
match on Pakistani soil in 17 years, 
English batters took advantage of the 
flat pitch after captain Ben Stokes won 

the toss and had no hesitation in elect-
ing to bat. Four English batters have 
scored a century so far. With four more 
days to come, they could still break the 
record for the most number of centu-
ries in an innings, currently shared 
by Pakistan and England at 5. The 
English team managed to hit 73 fours 
and three sixes on a day that was cut 
short due to fading light. The previous 
record for the highest number of runs 
scored on the first day of the match 
was Australia’s 494 against South Af-
rica in Sydney in 1910. England’s own 
previous record for most runs on the 
first day was 471, which they made in 
1936 against India. (Agencies)


