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Imran invites govt to discuss election date
– PM Shehbaz to consult allies on Imran’s offer

Britain, Italy and Japan to announce  
joint fighter project soon

Pakistan’s mission head in Kabul  
escapes assassination attempt

– President Alvi condemned the attack. PM Shehbaz talks to diplomat

Sunak says racism is ‘never done’  
after palace controversy

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan on 
Friday asked his political rivals to 
announce the date of the next elec-
tions while also inviting them to 
have a meeting with party leaders. 
Speaking to the parliamentary party, 
the former prime minister lamented 
the rising unemployment rate while 
asserting that stability would come 
with the arrival of the new adminis-
tration. He reiterated that Pakistan 
was on the verge of default. The for-
mer premier slammed Federal Min-
ister Ishaq Dar for saying he would 
deal with Moody s because he had 
since remained silent on the sub-
ject. He took a swipe at the coalition 
government, accusing it of lacking 
a plan. Imran raised his voice in 
support of the farmers’ community, 
saying, “In our time, the farmers had 
finally received benefits. But now 
that diesel prices have skyrocketed, 
farmers are worried.” Speaking on 
the dissolution of assembly, Mr Khan 

stated that the PTI leadership made 
this choice for the good of the nation. 
He questioned whether the current 
administration wanted the elections 
to be held in only 66 per cent of the 
seats, which are in Punjab and KP.  
Meanwhile, PM Shehbaz Sharif has 
decided to consult allies on former 
prime minister and Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan’s offer of talks on holding gen-
eral elections in the country. Shebbaz 
was given a briefing by parties part 
of the Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) on their strategy to deal 
with the PTI chairman’s threat of 
dissolving the provincial assemblies 
of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to force the government into holding 
fresh general elections. During the 
briefing, Shehbaz’s Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leaders 
said that motion for vote of no confi-
dence was ready to be moved ahead 
of the provincial assembly’s dissolu-
tion. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan, Britain and Italy 
will announce a groundbreaking 
agreement as early as next week to 
jointly develop a new advanced jet 
fighter, two sources with knowledge 
of the plan told Reuters. For Tokyo 
and London, it represents the cul-
mination of ever closer defence ties, 
which in turn give Britain a bigger 
security role in Asia and provide 
Japan with new security partners 
that can help it counter neighbour-
ing China’s growing military power. 
The push to merge the British-led 
Tempest jet fighter project with Ja-
pan’s F-X fighter programme was 
first reported by Reuters in July. It 

will be the first time that Japan has 
collaborated with countries beyond 
the United States on a major defence 
equipment project. The announce-
ment will come before Japan releas-
es a new national security strate-
gy and military procurement plan 
around mid-December, the sources 
said. The arms build-up, which could 
double the country’s defence budget 
to around 5 per cent of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) over the next 
five years, will pay for new weapons 
including long-range missiles de-
signed to deter China from resorting 
to military action in and around the 
East China Sea. (Agencies)

KABUL: Pakistan’s Mission Head in 
Kabul Ubaidur Rehman Nizamani es-
caped an assassination attempt on Fri-
day, confirmed the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. In a statement, FO spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said: “The 
compound of the Embassy of Pakistan 
in Kabul came under attack today tar-
geting Head of Mission Ubaidur Reh-
man Nizamani.” She maintained that 
by the grace of Allah Almighty, the 
head of the mission is safe, however, 
a Pakistani security guard Sepoy Israr 
Mohammad was injured while pro-
tecting the senior diplomat. The attack 
took place while the head of mission 
was on a walk and was saved by the 
security guard deployed for his pro-
tection, sources told. It has been learnt 
through sources that the guard was 
injured after taking the three bullets 
on his chest and has been shifted to 
a medical facility. When the incident 
happened, there was no activity in the 

Pakistani Embassy due to weekly off. 
The head of mission and other offi-
cials are being called back to Pakistan 
temporarily, the sources said. Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned 
the attack deeming it dastardly and 
lauded the guard for saving the life of 
Pakistan’s head of mission. “Salute to 
brave security guard, who took bullet 
to save his life,” he wrote in his tweet. 
The premier extended prayers for the 
guard’s swift recovery demanding an 
“immediate investigation and action 
against perpetrators of the heinous 
act”. Nizamani took charge of his posi-
tion on November 4. (Agencies)

LONDON: British prime minister Rishi 
Sunak said yesterday that the country 
had made progress in tackling racism 
but that it was “never done” and must 
still be confronted, following a con-
troversy involving Prince William’s 
godmother. A member of the British 
royal family’s household left her role 
after making “unacceptable and deep-
ly regrettable” comments about race 
and nationality to a woman at a grand 
reception at Buckingham Palace, a 
spokesman said. Ngozi Fulani, who 
was born in Britain and works for a 
domestic abuse support group, wrote 
on Twitter that the royal aide had re-

peatedly asked her: “What part of Af-
rica are you from?” when she attend-
ed an event hosted by King Charles’ 
wife Camilla, the queen consort. Brit-
ish media identified the royal aide as 
Lady Susan Hussey, the 83-year-old 
godmother of King Charles’ son and 
heir Prince William. Speaking to Sky 
News, Sunak declined to comment on 
the incident directly but said he had 
experienced racism growing up in 
Britain. “The racism I experienced as 
a kid and a young person I don’t think 
would happen today because our 
country’s made incredible progress in 
tackling racism,” he said. (Agencies)

MOSCOW/KIEV: Russia prefers the 
diplomatic path towards resolving the 
crisis in Ukraine, but will not concede 
to US preconditions for negotiations, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said. US President Joe Biden’s de-
mand that “talks will be possible only 
after Putin leaves Ukraine,” is some-
thing that Moscow will not accept, the 
official said. “The special military op-
eration continues. That said, President 
Putin was, is, and will be open to con-
tacts for talks. Certainly, the preferred 
path for securing our interest is peace-
ful diplomacy,” Peskov explained. 
Three people were killed and seven 
wounded in Russian shelling of the 
southern Ukrainian region of Kherson 
over the past 24 hours, the region-
al governor said. Governor Yaroslav 
Yanushevych wrote on the Telegram 
messaging app that Russian troops 
had bombarded the city of Kherson 
and other parts of the region 42 times 
in the same period. The city of Kher-
son was liberated by Ukrainian forces 
in mid-November after months of Rus-
sian occupation, but has been under 
fire since then from Russian troops 
who retreated to the opposite side of 
the River Dnipro. Germany is prepar-
ing to deliver seven Gepard tanks to 
Ukraine, adding to the 30 air-defence 
tanks that are already being used to 
fight against the Russian army, accord-
ing to a German government website. 
According to Spiegel magazine, which 
first reported the number of additional 
tanks, the seven Gepards, which were 
initially destined for the scrap pile, 
should arrive in Ukraine in Spring 
2023 and are currently being repaired 
by Munich-based arms manufacturer 

Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW). As 
many as 13,000 Ukrainian troops have 
been killed since Russia’s invasion in 
February, a senior adviser to President 
Volodymyr Zelensky has said. “We 
have official estimates from the Gen-
eral Staff. And they range from 10,000  
to 13,000 dead,” Mykhailo Podolyak 
told Ukraine’s Channel 24. Zelensky 
would make the official data public 
“when the right moment comes,” he 
added. Finnish Prime Minister Sanna 
Marin offered a “brutally honest” as-
sessment of Europe’s capabilities in 
the wake of Russia’s war on Ukraine, 
stating bluntly that “we’re not strong 
enough” to stand up to Moscow alone. 
Visiting Australia, the leader of the 
pending NATO member said Vladi-
mir Putin’s invasion and occupation 
of neighbouring Ukraine had exposed 
both European weaknesses and stra-
tegic blunders in dealing with Rus-
sia. “I must be very honest, brutally 
honest with you, Europe isn’t strong 
enough right now. We would be in 
trouble without the United States,” 
she told Sydney’s Lowy Institute think 
tank. The statement comes as the SBU, 
Ukraine’s domestic security agency, 
launched what it called a “counter in-
telligence” action at several Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church sites in three re-

gions. The raids targeted at least 
eight religious sites on Friday, aiming 
to identify individuals suspected of 
undermining Ukraine’s sovereignty. 
Hungary’s prime minister said Friday 
that he will continue to oppose a Euro-
pean Union plan to provide an 18-bil-
lion-euro ($19-billion) aid package to 
Ukraine in 2023, a position that prom-
ises sustained tensions as the bloc and 
the nationalist Hungarian government 
wrangle over democratic standards. 
In an interview on state radio, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban acknowledged 
that Ukraine needs help to pay for the 
functioning of essential services but 
emphasized that he would block the 
EU’s plan of joint borrowing to fund 
the package. German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz called for a diplomatic solution 
to the Moscow-Kyiv war in a phone 
call with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, his spokesman said. “The Chan-
cellor condemned the Russian air-
strikes against civilian infrastructure 
in Ukraine and stressed Germany’s 
determination to support Ukraine in 
ensuring its defense capability against 
Russian aggression,” Steffen Hebest-
reit said. The Italian government has 
placed a refinery in Sicily owned by 
Russia’s largest private oil company 
Lukoil under state trusteeship, days 
ahead of an EU embargo on Russian 
crude oil imports, AFP reported on 
Thursday, citing government sources.
The ISAB facility near Syracuse is one 
of the biggest in Europe and refines 
a fifth of Italy’s crude. The plant has 
relied solely on Russian Urals oil and 
now risks stopping production and 
being closed once the ban comes into 
force on December 5. (Agencies)

– Up to 13,000 Ukrainian soldiers killed so far: Zelensky aide

Biden’s terms for peace talks unacceptable – Kremlin
– Russian artillery attacks kill 3 in Kherson – Italy to seize Russian oil refinery

– Ukraine war shows Europe ‘not strong enough’: Finnish PM
– Germany to send seven Gepard tanks to Ukraine. – Kiev to crack down on Russian Orthodox Church

– Hungary PM says will stick to veto of EU-Ukraine aid plan
– Scholz calls for diplomatic solution to Ukraine war in phone call with Putin

TOKYO: Japan, the United States 
and South Korea have tightened 
their sanctions against North Ko-
rea to curb Pyongyang’s weapons 
programs following its latest inter-
continental ballistic missile test in 
November, targeting the country’s 
officials and organizations. Tokyo 
said Friday that it has decided to 
freeze the assets of two trading 
companies and one hacking group 
as well as one individual for their 

involvement in North Korea’s nu-
clear weapon and missile devel-
opment programs. The individual, 
Kim Su Il, represents the Vietnam-
ese branch of North Korea’s Muni-
tions Industry Department, which 
is a designated entity involved in 
supervising the nation’s weapons 
programs, the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry said. Japanese Chief Cab-
inet Secretary Hirokazu Matsu-
no said at a press conference that 

Pyongyang’s missile tests, taking 
place at an unprecedented pace 
this year, are “serious and immi-
nent threats” to Japan and the in-
ternational community. Matsuno, 
the top government spokesman, 
added that the government of 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida will 
make efforts to achieve the denu-
clearization of North Korea in co-
operation with the United States 
and South Korea. (Agencies)

SOFIA: Hundreds of people attended 
a street protest in Bulgaria’s capital to 
oppose a revision of the Election Code 
that reinstates paper ballots, which the 
previous reformist government had re-
placed with voting machines. The We 
Continue the Change party and the 
Democratic Bulgaria political alliance 
called the protest in Sofia, describing 
the switch as an attempt by the parties 
of the “old establishment” to allow the 
corruption of the election process. Po-
lice cordoned off the Parliament build-
ing to prevent the angry demonstra-

tors from storming it, but the protest 
remained peaceful. The leader of the 
We Continue the Change party, Kiril 
Petkov, called on Bulgarians to stand 
up for their rights and join the protest. 
“Today is the day when the democratic 

vote of every Bulgarian citizen will be 
substituted, the day when we open the 
door to 15% invalid ballots, when the 
distortion of the vote makes the whole 
system work corruptly,” he said ahead 
of the event. The Election Code amend-
ments were approved last week during 
an all-night sitting of the National As-
sembly’s legal affairs committee, with 
support from the center-right GERB 
party of three-time Prime Minister 
Boyko Borissov, the Socialist Party and 
a party representing Bulgaria’s ethnic 
Turkish citizens. (Agencies)

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s Foreign 
Ministry said it would strongly object 
to the presence of Kosovo troops in 
the Falkland Islands even if for train-
ing purposes because it would be in 
violation of UN resolutions. The Ar-
gentine embassy in Serbia tipped the 
Malvinas Secretariat that Kosovo’s 
Parliament had approved the send-
ing of a group of Kosovo Albanian 
soldiers to the Falklands as a “peace 
support mission” and as part of its 

military agreements with the Unit-
ed Kingdom. Kosovo is a small and 
self-proclaimed independent republic 
in 2008 with the endorsement of the 
United States and other NATO pow-
ers. There has been no official con-
firmation from the British Ministry of 
Defense regarding these maneuvers, 
which Argentina regards as “evidence 
of the militarization” of the South At-
lantic, for which “a strong formal 
protest to the United Kingdom” will 

be filed. “The Government strongly 
rejects the intention to send new mil-
itary troops to the Malvinas Islands, 
Argentine territory illegitimately oc-
cupied by the United Kingdom, which 
constitutes an unjustified show of 
force and a deliberate departure from 
the calls of numerous internation-
al resolutions of the United Nations 
General Assembly and other inter-
national forums,” Foreign Ministry 
sources told Clarín. (Agencies)

Japan, US, S.Korea tighten sanctions on N.Korea over ICBM launch

Bulgarians protest reinstatement of paper election ballots

Argentina to oppose Kosovo troops training at Falklands
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
termed the construction of Yarik-Ban-
nu Link Road of vital importance for 
the development of the southern dis-
tricts of the province and said that Yar-
ik-Bannu Link Road will boost trade 
activities besides providing comfort-
able transportation facilities to peo-
ple of Bannu, Karak, Waziristan and 
adjoining areas. The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Public Private Partnership 
Committee accorded approval to the 
commercial cum financial feasibility 
for Yarik – Bannu link Road on Public 
Private Partnership mode, which met 
here on Friday with Chief Minister 
Mahmood Khan in the chair. While 
briefing the forum on various aspects 
of Yarik-Bannu Link Road, it was said 
that the 42-kilometer-long Yarik-Ban-
nu Link Road will be constructed from 
Indus Highway to Kallur connecting 
Hakla-Yarik Di Khan motorway. It 

will incur an estimated cost of Rs 15.6 
Billion including the land acquisition 
cost. Other features of the two-lane 
link road include construction of two 
flyovers, three RCC bridges, and two 
interchanges. Addressing the partici-
pants, the Chief Minister said that the 
incumbent provincial government of 
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf is improving 
the network of roads infrastructure 
across the province with the aim to 
make Khyber Pakhtunkhwa a transit 
hub and making it a center for trade 
activities. He directed the quarters 
concerned to expedite physical work 
on Swat Motorway Phase 2 and en-
sure achievement of targets as per 

stipulated timelines. The Chief Minis-
ter said that the development of Mal-
akand region is directly associated 
with Swat Motorway Phase 2, which 
will prove to be a gamechanger in ex-
ploiting the tourism potential in the 
region. He added that the said project 
is equally important for the population 
on both sides of the Swat river, which 
on completion will usher in a new era 
of development in the area. Accord-
ing to details, the 80 kilometers long 
Swat Motorway Phase 2 is being con-
structed from Chakdara Interchange 
to Fatehpur. Initially, Swat Motorway 
Phase 2 will consist of 4 lanes which 
will be extendable to six lanes.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Medical Uni-
versity (KMU) Peshawar has hand-
ed over the updated MBBS modular 
curriculum to Bolan Medical Col-
lege (BMC) Quetta and Gandhara 
University (GU), Peshawar. In this 
regard, a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) signing ceremo-
ny was held in the senate hall of 
KMU   in which Secretary Health 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Aamir Sul-
tan Tareen was the  chief guest, 
while vice-chancellor KMU Prof. 
Dr. Zia ul Haq, Registrar Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Saleem Gandapur, 
vice chancellor Gandhara Univer-
sity prof. Dr. Ijaz Hasan Khattak, 
Director of Medical Education Bo-
lan Medical College Dr. Iftikhar Ali 
Kakar, former Principal KMC Prof. 
Dr. Zia ul Islam, APPNA USA Rep-

resentative Dr. Atiq Samdani and 
Director IHPE Dr. Baraikhna Ja-
meel, heads of various institutions 
and the faculty were also present at 
the occasion. Addressing the event, 
Health Secretary Amir Sultan Ta-
reen said that health and education 
are two important pillars of the so-
cial sector and their development 
is directly related to the overall im-
provement of society. He said that 
we need revolutionary reforms at 
the policy level instead of wasting 
our energies on transfer posting in 
these two sectors. He said that re-
forms in the curriculum of medical 
education are not only the need of 
time, but through it we can also 
succeed in introducing an excellent 
and comprehensive healthcare sys-
tem. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Lok Mela Islamabad 
is in its full swing where the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is representing its cul-
ture and heritage through the KP-Pavil-
ion. The KP will celebrate its Cultural 
musical night on Saturday, December 
3rd aiming to promote cultural voices 
and performances to enthrall the audi-
ence. Famous folk singers from Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa including Zarsan-
ga, Shahid Malang, Raj Wali, Moeez 
Mohmand, Mehtab Zia, Yamasa Noor 
and Shan Mehsud will enthrall the au-
dience with their melodious voices and 
tremendous performance. Hundreds of 
master artisans, folk artists, rural musi-
cians and folk dancers from all over Pa-
kistan including remote and far-flung 
regions are participating in the festival, 
bringing with them their creativity in 
arts, crafts and innovation. Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and Tourism 
Authority (KPCTA) is spotlighting the 

rich cultural heritage of the Province 
through 30 stalls of Handicrafts, wood 
art, pottery making, Pakkol topi are 
displayed. , Grass Stitch, Stone Carv-
ing, Charsada Khadi Work, Charsada 
Chappal, Hazara Phalkari, Lake Art 
Dera Ismail Khan, Wood Art, Swati 
Shawl, Truck Art, Hazara Traditional 
Bags and Handicrafts, Gandhara Wood 
Art, Mosaic Art, Calligraphy, Mughal 
Art, Katpatli Art, Cultural Clothing 
Stall, Unique Jewelry, Qureshi Work, 
straw work, stoneware, crackle hat, 
khadi work, glass carving, various 
handicrafts, dry fruits and other cul-
tural. The KPCTA has also established 
a special desk to provide information 
about the cultural and tourism poten-
tial of the province through brochures, 
posters, booklets, video documentaries 
and pamphlets so that families and visi-
tors can obtain details regarding scenic 
attractions and cultural diversity. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The closing ceremony 
of the project “Sharing Knowledge & 
Strengthening University Partnership 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa-Phase -2”, 
was held at Institute of Management 
Sciences, Peshawar on Friday. Dr. Sha-
hid Ali, Tenured Associate Professor & 
Project Lead of the project, welcomed 
all the guests, VC’s and focal person 
of 7 different universities attended the 
ceremony in addition to the 28 partic-
ipants of the project and members of 
USEFP and US mission, (donors agen-
cy) of this project Mr. Saif Ullah and 
M. Shahram attended the closing cere-
mony. The objective of the project is to 
build the capacity of the partnering uni-
versities in the areas of Teaching Skills, 
Curriculum Review and Research & 
Development. Faculty members of 7 

different universities of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa participated in the program 
(i.e; Hazara University-Mansehra, Uni-
versity of Bunner, Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto Women University Peshawar, 
University of Swat, Brains Institute Pe-
shawar, Shaheeb Benazir Bhutto Uni-
versity, Sheringal Dir, and IQRA Na-
tional university- Peshawar).  26 faculty 
members of these Universities have re-
ceived rigorous online and physical 
training from local and international 
trainers (University of Kentucky USA) 
and at the end of closing ceremony cer-
tificates and shields were distributed. 
Ceremony with from a vote of thanks 
from Mr. Waqar Ahmad, Deputy Direc-
tor, IMSciences, Peshawar, to the do-
nors and participants for successfully 
participating in the project. (PR)
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CM says Yarik-Bannu Road will usher in progress, uplift in the area

RTS orders stoppage of salaries of Xen, SDOs over public complaints

Overpopulation- a threat to food security, agriculture productions

PESHAWAR: Chief Commissioner 
Right to Services (RTS) Commis-
sion Salim Khan on Friday ordered 
stoppage of salaries of Xen and SDO 
Public Health district Karak over 
public complaints and ordered both 
officials to address public grievanc-
es. An official statement issued here 

said that RTS commission compris-
ing Chief Commissioner and Judge 
Muhammad Asim conducting hear-
ing on complainant Raifullah, care-
taker of a religious seminary, who 
said that despite repeated applica-
tions Xen and SDO Public Health de-
partment were not providing water 
connection to the seminary where 
over 250 children were enrolled. 
The Chief Commissioner and judge 
of RTS commission ordered suspen-

sion of their salaries til resolution of 
the issue and satisfaction of the com-
plainant. Similarly in another case of 
water connection, the commission 
asked Superintendent engineer to 
resolve the issue within 30-day and 
submit compliance. In a case of de-
marcation of land in district Pesha-
war, the commission directed Deputy 
Commissioner Peshawar to order de-
marcation of the said land within 30 
days. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Alongside climate 
change, overpopulation was being 
considered as one of the major chal-
lenges to developing countries in-
cluding Pakistan, which were posing 
serious threats to food security, forests 
and agriculture productions in the 
wake of climate change’s suscepti-
bilities. UN World Population Report 
2022 has revealed that the world’s 
population was fast growing and was 
likely to reach 8.5 billion in 2030, 9.7 
billion in 2050 and 10.4 billion in 2100. 
Like other world countries, Pakistan 
was also confronted with the monster 
challenge of overpopulation having 
around 243 million people with 1.91 
percent annual growth rate in 2021. 
Being the fifth most populous coun-
try and second largest population in 
the Muslims world after Indonesia, 
Pakistan’s increasing population was 
exerting tremendous pressures on ag-
riculture, forests, biodiversity and food 
services in the wake of climate change 

challenges. Food security issues would 
likely to increase in the country in 
next few years after recent devastat-
ing floods that caused an estimated 
$40 billion economic and agriculture 
losses in Pakistan. “Overpopulation 
has been emerged as big social issue 
that not only poses enormous chal-
lenges to food security but also caus-
es economic imbalances, poverty, en-
courages corruption and undermined 
merits and development,” said Dr Mu-
hammad Mumtaz Malik, former Chief 
Conservator of Wildlife told while 
talking to APP. Besides agriculture and 
food security, he said forests and wild-
life resources in lower alpine areas in 
northern KP and Gilgit Balistan was 
under tremendous pressure due to 
population explosion. Besides national 
animal of Markhor, Ibex, Snow Leop-
ards, he said that green gold includ-
ing Dodara and pine forests in higher 
mountainous areas were also under 
pressure. “We need special policies to 

encourage cash value crops and grow-
ing trees species, which were cost and 
time-efficient to meet people’s grow-
ing food demands especially of edible 
oil.” Having only 20 percent domestic 
production of total requirement, the 
country spends approximately US$ 
4 billion annually on import of edi-
ble oil to meet the pressing demand 
of its around 243 million population. 
“Pakistan’s annual requirement of ed-
ible oil is about five million tons (MT) 
with approximately 16kg per capita 
use and most of its chunk is imported 
from Malaysia and Indonesia,” said 
Dr Ehsan Khan, Director Edible Oil 
Productivity Institute. He said over 4.4 
million hectares fertile land was suit-
able for cultivation of olive, sunflow-
er, soybean, corn, canola and other 
oils in Pakistan. In 2006, edible oil’s 
import bill was only US$ 615 million 
that jumped to US$ 3.8 billion in 2022 
with the country presently producing 
around six MT. If edible oil prices in-

crease by five percent annually, the 
country’s imports would further jump 
and in this situation, sunflower, olive, 
canola and other products would go 
beyond common man’s reach. He said 
Spain was producing about 45 percent 
of world’s total edible oil by utilizing 
2.6 million hectare land while Pakistan 
despite having vast tracts of fertile 
land, was importing around 80 per-
cent of the required commodity that 
was insufficient for the growing coun-
try’s population. About 100,000 and 
300,000 hectare land in Azad Kashmir 
and Gilgit Baltistan was now being 
used for sunflower and canola culti-
vation respectively. ‘Enhancement of 
Productivity of Oil Seeds’ project was 
launched in 2019-20 to promote edible 
oil farming. Alike, first olive promotion 
project worth Rs 3.82 billion funded by 
the Government of Italy was launched 
on June 1, 2012 to cultivate oil seeds 
on over 1,500 hectare land to people’s 
growing edible oil needs. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.25 231.25

China Yuan 31.38 31.63

Japanese Yen 1.85 1.89

Saudi Riyal 63.3 63.9

U.A.E Dirham 65.4 65.9

UK Pound 287.1 290

Euro 247.5 250

Australian Dollar 150.29 151.54

Canadian Dollar 164.72 166.07

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
151500

Rs. 
138874

Rs. 
132563

Rs. 
113625

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129900

Rs. 
119074

Rs. 
113663

Rs. 97425

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12990 Rs. 11907 Rs. 11366 Rs. 9743

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
368300

Rs. 
337606

Rs. 
322263

Rs. 
276225

Training for Afghan women students in 
fashion design industry highly appreciated

KMU shared MBBS modular curriculum  
with BMC Quetta and GU Peshawar

Lok Mela Islamabad
KP to celebrate cultural music night today

Sharing knowledge, strengthening university 
project phase-2 conculded at IMS Peshawar

PESHAWAR: Chairman E Hujra Mu-
hammad Asif Qureshi on Friday strong-
ly criticized the Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) for banning University 
of Lakki Marwat from offering new ad-
missions. In a statement issued here, 
Mr Qureshi said that Lakki Marwat 
University is a public sector universi-
ty and not an individual property to be 
stopped from working. He demand-
ed a fair inquiry so that to bring those 

who are responsible for bringing this 
high seat of learning into this position. 
Moreover, Mr. Qureshi appealed to the 
HEC Islamabad and HED KP to review 
the decision in the best interest of thou-
sands of students wishing to study at 
Lakki Marwat University in future. It is 
worth mentioning here that HEC has 
issued a public alert on its website ban-
ning future admissions and affiliation by 
University of Lakki Marwat. (PR)

Banning Lakki Marwat University  
from offering admissions condemned

PESHAWAR: Prominent business-
man and Director Pak-Afghan Joint 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi has 
highly appreciated a fifteen-day train-
ing course in fashion design industry 
for Afghan women students. Speak-
ing as guest at IMSciences Universi-
ty where training is held, Zia-ul-Haq 
Sarhadi said the initiative will open 
up new opportunities of livelihood 
for Afghans and promote practice of 
commerce and trade. It merits a men-
tion here that IMSciences University 
Peshawar has started a fifteen days 
capacity building training for Af-
ghans in fashion design industry un-
der its initiative of Empowering Wom-
en Society. The training is arranged 
with the support from Friedrich Nau-
mann Foundation (FNF), a German 
organization. Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi said 
people of Pakistan and Afghanistan 
have suffered a lot from terrorism 

and there is a dire need of promotion 
of commercial activities in the region 
so that people could stand up on their 
feet on basis of skills they learn. Such 
initiatives of training for people from 
Afghanistan will also promote a good 
will gesture between the two neigh-
bouring countries, Zia added. Zia 
Sarhadi also threw light on pace of 
Pak-Afghan trade and apprised par-
ticipants about the efforts being made 
by PAJCCI for removal of hurdles in 
promotion of trade in the region. He 
said promotion of trade in Pak-Af-
ghan will benefit thousands of people 
on both sides of the border and bring 
prosperity in the region therefore 
there is much need for focusing on in-
volvement of people in business relat-
ed activities. Sarhadi also appreciated 
administration of Shaheed Benazir 
Women University and Iqra National 
University Peshawar for cooperation 
in training of Afghans. (APP)
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Federal Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has said that the economy 
is facing a deficit and it is necessary to pull it out of it. Pakistan 
has never defaulted before and will not do so now. This is a 
prerequisite to have a balanced economy. He said that efforts 
are on to eliminate usury from the country within five years 
by transferring the traditional system to Islamic banking. At 
present, there is a 21pc Islamic banking system in the country. 
To put the whole system based on Islamic banking, a wing 
will soon be established in the Ministry of Finance. Islamic 
banking system has expanded more than 10 times in the last 
few years, now it is a complete system to be applied. It should 
be noted that on April 28, 2022 the Federal Shariat Court in 
its verdict had ordered the abolition of interest from the coun-
try’s banking system by December 31, 2027. The court had 
said in the judgment that the Interest Act in force since 1839 
is completely against the Islamic Sharia, therefore all other 
laws facilitating interest are declared non-Shariah. The court 
declared the payment or collection of interest on foreign loans 
as un-Islamic and ordered that Pakistan should get rid of it. It 
seems difficult to make the country completely free of interest 
based banking in the next five years, but it is not impossi-
ble, especially when the government decides to do so, it can 
be hoped that Pakistan will succeed in achieving this goal. In 
view of the sensitivity of the country’s financial affairs, it can 
be said that in the implementation of the interest-free system, 
attention should be paid to its practical aspects rather than 
its duration. Efforts are being made in many Muslim coun-
tries to adopt interest-free Islamic banking system. Pakistan 
should also benefit from the technology and experience of 
these countries.

Interest Free Economy

Since time immemorial there has 
been a continuing struggle between 
classes ruling the states—with vest-
ed interests to reinforce and pro-
tect their incumbency—and those 
vying to change the system they 
thought was serving the interests of 
only the ruling classes rather than 
the masses and therefore needed 
to be changed. Not surprisingly, 
there was no dearth of arguments 
on both sides to justify and authen-
ticate their stances. Constitutions 
of most nations do recognise the 
sovereign and democratic right of 
the masses to elect governments of 
their choice. The party which wins 
the franchise of the majority of the 
masses forms the government while 
the others sit in the opposition. Pe-
riodic elections as prescribed in the 
constitution are supposed to ensure 
a peaceful transfer of power. But 
it is a regrettable reality of our po-
litical history that all the elections 
that were held in the intervening 
periods between dictatorial re-
gimes have invariably led to polit-
ical instability and upheavals. The 
political parties losing the elections 
have never accepted the results and 
their priority has been to destabi-
lise the incumbent government. 
The unscrupulous politicians who 
ruled the country during interven-
ing periods between military gov-
ernments never made a serious and 
honest effort to reform the exploit-
ative system of governance having 
inbuilt avenues of corruption which 
helped them to inflate their for-
tunes as well as of those who sup-
ported them in the game of power 
politics. Constitution, the law, and 
morality have been the major ca-
sualty. Consequently, the masses 
have suffered enormously due to 
their shenanigans. These dema-

gogues have been exploiting the 
masses in the name of Islam and 
propagating false narratives to win 
their franchise. Imran Khan has 
surpassed all of them in the game 
of power politics. Since 2013 he has 
been relying on false narratives to 
dupe the people and foment politi-
cal crisis in the country. Who in the 
country is not aware of his mantra 
of 35 punctures in the general elec-
tions 2018 based on which he creat-
ed political turmoil in the country? 
When the judicial commission in 
its findings nullified the claims of 
rigging, in an interview with a pri-
vate channel he confessed that 35 
punctures were only political talk 
and somebody had told him about 
it. It was indeed a strong rebuke to 
his false narrative. Any dignified 
individual would have changed his 
ways after that. But like an obsti-
nate child, Imran Khan persisted 
with his brand of politics. When the 
conglomeration of the opposition 
parties known as PDM resorted to a 
constitutional move to remove him 
from power, he adopted an uncon-
stitutional way to thwart it without 
success as the SC taking suo moto 
notice declared the action of rejec-
tion of the no-confidence motion 
by the deputy speaker, the advice 
by Imran Khan as Prime Minister 
for the dissolution of the assem-
blies endorsed and approved by the 
President calling for new elections, 
as unconstitutional. After his exit 
from power through constitutional 
means, he devised a narrative of a 
conspiracy hatched by the USA in 
connivance with PDM and support-
ed by the establishment and kept 
rubbing in this notion in almost 70 
public rallies that he held around 
the country, even though our intel-
ligence agencies had rejected his 

contention of conspiracy. He was 
particularly harsh on the establish-
ment and castigated its leadership 
for orchestrating his removal from 
power, rejecting the claims of the 
latter that it had decided to remain 
neutral. How can a leader like Im-
ran Khan be trusted? Nevertheless, 
riding on the wave of regained 
popularity he has been demanding 
immediate elections claiming that 
it was the only way to winch the 
country out of political stability and 
the unprecedented economic crisis. 
And to put pressure on the govern-
ment he has lately announced the 
dissolution of the provincial assem-
blies of Punjab and KPK in a few 
days after consultation with the 
party leaders and both chief minis-
ters. History is witness to the fact 
that the popularity of a leader is 
not the touchstone for claiming the 
righteousness of the cause or phi-
losophy that he is trying to preach 
and sell. It is replete with instances 
when whims and fancies of certain 
individuals assumed the shape of 
‘larger national interest’ and mass 
hysteria was at times marketed as 
‘national pride and honour’ which 
plunged the nations head-on into 
catastrophes. The lessons drawn 
from our history require politicians 
to change their ways, reform the 
system of governance and elections 
through their collective efforts and 
wisdom and ensure strict adher-
ence to the constitution, law, and 
internationally recognised norms 
of democratic behaviour. Holding 
an election under the existing sys-
tem which promotes power politics 
is not the solution to lift the country 
from the quagmire that it is stuck 
into.

Courtesy The Nation
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The ways of our politicians
— By Malik Muhammad Ashraf

The digitization of the financial 
industry has brought about a par-
adigm shift. It has improved the 
industry for greater financial inclu-
sion with services such as banking 
as a service, cloud banking, open 
banking, and software as a ser-
vice. International conferences in 
this circuit enable the tech world 
to offer future pathways on one 
platform, providing the attendees 
with an opportunity to network, 
gain insights and learn about key 
transformations in the banking & 
finance industry. Expanding on the 
same at the recently held Bank of 
the Future Forum (BOFF) fintech 
experts and industry leaders high-
light new opportunities and de-
velopments in the banking sector. 
This is a flagship event of NdcTech 
and Temenos that welcomed over 
500 C-level executives from Banks 
and Financial institutions, regu-
lators, FinTech players, investors, 
and analysts. With its 11th edition 
in 2022, BOFF highlighted several 
topics to gain a deeper insight into 
the rapidly changing digital land-
scape, such as composable bank-
ing, mobile banking, digital bank-
ing, cloud banking, etc. and also 
delved into topics such as cyber se-
curity, data economy, blockchain, 
service resilience, and others that 
now comprise the metaverse. Glob-
ally sought industry leaders and 
Temenos experts such as John 
Schlesinger, Chief Enterprise Ar-
chitect – Temenos, Lee Allcorn, 
Director – Temenos MEA, Jaco 
Fourie, Commercial Director SaaS 
– Temenos were part of the incredi-
ble speaker lineup and shared their 
insightful knowledge on disruptive 
trends within the banking sector 
of Pakistan. “Pakistan’s banking 
landscape has gone through a 
sweeping transformational phase 
as banks are keen to adopt inno-
vative solutions and systems,” said 
Ammara Masood, Chief Executive 
Officer, NdcTech. She also spoke 
about NdcTech’s investments in 
cloud solutions & innovative plat-
forms for the development of the 
global banking sector by collabo-

rating with various partners such 
as AWS, Microsoft Azure, Oracle 
Cloud, RedHat & Huawei. While 
talking about technological disrup-
tion as a prerequisite for sustain-
able growth, scalability, and cus-
tomer satisfaction, Asif Peer, Chief 
Executive Officer of Systems Lim-
ited said “The optimization of the 
bank’s operations does not entail 
cost-cutting. It requires us to gain 
efficiencies that are driven by in-
novation, integration, trusted con-
nectivity, and digitization.” John 
Schlesinger, Chief Enterprise Ar-
chitect, Temenos, talked over how 
composable banking requires mov-
ing away from monolithic banking 
and engaging in value chain bank-
ing. He shared his valuable insights 
that for banking to be composable, 
the technology that supports you 
must decompose itself and once 
broken down into modules and ser-
vices, it needs to be recomposed. 
Focusing on the importance of digi-
tal innovation, the panel discussion 
on ‘Pivotal Trends in the Banking 
Industry’ proved to be an insight-
ful conversation. The discussion 
shed light on many trending top-
ics, such as the need for end-to-
end banking services, letting go of 
the brick-and-mortar model and 
making the entire process cost-ef-
ficient. ‘How to Build Digital Banks 
of the Future’ was also an engaging 
talk, presenting the way forward 
for uplifting the banking industry 
in an era of innovation and digiti-
zation. Followed by the main ple-
nary, exciting breakout sessions 
were conducted that touched upon 
key areas such as the importance 
of modernizing the Core banking 
platform for banks, demos on buy 
now pay later, payments, etc. The 
11th edition of the Bank of the 
Future Forum set the benchmark 
for similar upcoming summits in 
Asia-Pacific (APAC), Middle East, 
and Africa region and exhibited 
that this region plays a huge role as 
a trusted hub for growth and rapid-
ly digitizing markets in the global 
banking industry.
Courtesy Daily Times

Landscape of Banking Tech in Pakistan
— By Mohammad Wahid

No joy for Joyland    
Art is the best expression to de-
pict prevalent social problems in 
society. It helps in identifying and 
solving these problems. The mov-
ie Joyland is doing the same as it 
narrates the story of a transgender 
person. It was also finalized from 
Pakistan for an Oscar nomination.
However, within the country it is 

receiving backlash without even 
being watched. The very censor 
board that issued an NOC to the 
film, withdrew it, and declared the 
film uncertified. If the film had any 
‘objectionable material’ then why 
was it proclaimed fit to screen in 
the first place? We have become a 
nation with many social issues that 
we continue to ignore. However, it 

is a welcome step that PM Shahbaz 
Sharif has instated a committee 
to review the ban. This practice of 
clipping the wings of the freedom 
must end here as it is a hindrance 
for becoming a progressive nation.

– Aamir Khan Wagan,
– Larkana.

People before profit    
Climate change, a pandemic, war 
and waste have proven to be the 
perfect recipe for a global food cri-
sis. According to the World Food 
Programme, the number of those 
facing acute food insecurity has 
soared from 135 million to 345 mil-
lion between 2019 and 2022, while 

a total of 49 million people in 49 
countries are on the brink of fam-
ine. This crisis could not have come 
at a worse time. Due to the eco-
nomic hit caused by the pandemic, 
the debt levels of many countries, 
including ours, have ballooned to 
dangerous levels and their curren-
cies are in free-fall. In times like 

these, it is necessary to subsidize 
farming and ask large food compa-
nies to take a cut and lower prices. 
Filling stomachs is more important 
than filling coffers.

– Siraj Ahmed Phull,
– Sukkur.

Letter to the Editor

PEOPLE across the world and 
throughout time have suffered 
from various life altering disabili-
ties, some of which are more handi-
capping than others. In the Muslim 
world, there is a feeling of embar-
rassment within families with dis-
abled children. By no means is this 
specific only to the Muslim world, 
and in fact, the world at large has 
been guilty of mislabelling people 
that are hindered by disabilities 
as liabilities and nuisances to so-
ciety. Despite the visibility created 
and advocacy done by prominent 
figures with disabilities and the 
numerous efforts they have taken 
in making places more accessible, 
having a disability is still seen as 
a liability in many communities, 
and Muslims are no exception. 
There remains a stigma that peo-
ple with disabilities are unable to 
work, unable to have normal rela-
tionships or lead normal lives. In 
many cases, people with disabili-
ties are often ostracized and have 
to deal with having their existence 
questioned on a daily basis, due to 
the misconceptions circulated by 
society regarding how disabilities 
present themselves and how peo-
ple with disabilities should sup-
posedly act. Among Muslims, this 
prejudice towards having a disabil-
ity extends to making assumptions 

about someone’s level of faith, par-
ticularly towards people with in-
visible disabilities or mental health 
conditions, whose outward symp-
toms are at times taken as signs of 
weakness or laziness. Accessibility 
within the Muslim community is 
also another issue, as not enough 
mosques or Islamic services ac-
commodate for the needs of Mus-
lims with disabilities, putting up 
barriers for people with disabili-
ties to participate in the communi-
ty from practicing or discovering 
more about Islam. Within Islam 
there is a duty for the Muslim com-
munity to be inclusive of people of 
all backgrounds and abilities, as 
per the wishes of Allah, who cre-
ated mankind to be diverse and 
aim to be strong in their faith. O 
people, we have created you from 
a male and a female and made you 
into races and tribes so that you 
may know each other. Surely the 
most honoured of you in the sight 
of God is the one who is the most 
righteous of you. (Qur’an 49:13) 
Allah similarly desired mankind to 
have different strengths and strug-
gles, so that the community would 
be able to support one another and 
make up for each other’s weak-
nesses. To each among you have 
we prescribed a Law and open 
way, If Allah had so willed, He 

would have made you a single Peo-
ple, but (His plan is) to test you in 
what He has given you; so strive as 
in a race in all virtues. The goal of 
you all is to Allah; it is He that will 
show you the truth of the matters 
in which ye dispute. (Qur’an 5:48) 
In the time of the Holy Prophet 
(P.B.U.H), many Muslims with dis-
abilities such as a blind man who 
was one of the first to enter Islam 
who had a disabled leg but joined 
in many battles alongside the Holy 
Prophet (P.B.U.H), and Abdullah 
bin Masood, a man with a weak 
body but was perfect in explain-
ing the meanings of the Holy Qu-
ran – thrived in the community as 
were able to solely focus on culti-
vating their faith, rather than fight 
ingrained stigmas based on their 
physical or mental capacity. As 
within the time of the Holy Proph-
et (P.B.U.H), all Muslims in today’s 
society should feel welcomed and 
accommodated. This includes be-
ing patient and understanding in 
answering the needs of Muslims 
with disabilities, as well as making 
sure these services – such as medi-
cine, regular check-ups, education 
programs and in-home care work-
ers and facilities – are affordable 
and available for everyone.

Courtesy Pakistan Observer

Rights of the disabled person
— By Mufti G Yasin Nizami
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IHC admits Imran’s appeal for early hearing  
in Toshakhana disqualification case

PM approves Lt Gen Faiz Hamid’s early retirement

Quetta police arrest Azam Swati  
over controversial statements

Despite resignations, PTI ex-ministers  
still enjoying perks, PML-N MNA

PR receive 46 coaches to modernize train operations

NA body directs depts to address employees problems

Int’l Day of persons with disabilities  
to be marked on Today

Romanian embassy celebrates 104th national day

New system of CSS exam will be enforced  
from January 2023: Murtaza Javed Abbasi 

Firing on ANP MPA house, no casualty reported

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) admitted on Friday the 
separate appeal of PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan for early hearing in 
his disqualification by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) in 
Toshakhana case. Khan’s counsel 
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan submitted 
the separate appeal on behalf of the 
former prime minister. The higher 
court admitted the petition and fixed 
Dec 8 for hearing. On Oct 21, the 
electoral watchdog had disqualified 

PTI chief Imran Khan in Toshakha-
na case. A four-member bench 
headed by Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja 
announced the unanimous decision. 
In the decision, it has been said that 
Imran Khan is no longer a member 
of the National Assembly, adding 
that he submitted a false affidavit 
and has been involved in corrupt 
practices. The electoral watchdog 
also declared Imran Khan’s National 
Assembly seat as vacant. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif Friday approved Lieu-
tenant General Faiz Hamid’s appli-
cation for early retirement, sources 
reported. A few days ago, Lt Gen Ha-
meed sent his application to GHQ, 
which forwarded it to the Prime Min-
ister’s Office for approval via the de-
fence ministry. Lt Gen Hamid served 
as DG ISI and corps commander 
Peshawar during the PTI govern-
ment. He was later posted as Baha-
walpur corps commander. Hamid’s 
announcement came on the heels of 
Chief of General Staff (CGS) Lt Gen-
eral Azhar Abbas’s similar decision. 
The two top army men were among 

the six candidates recommended for 
the office of the chief of the army 
staff to succeed General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, who retired on Novem-
ber 29, 2022. However, the PM se-
lected General Asim Munir, who as-
sumed command of the armed forces 
on the same day. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Quetta police on 
Friday arrested PTI leader Azam 
Swati in a separate case registered 
against him in Balochistan for his 
controversial speech at the party’s 
Rawalpindi showdown. The police 
team has taken the outspoken PTI 
leader to Balochistan for interroga-
tion in the case. The development 
comes a day after the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) got a 14-day 
judicial remand from a district and 
sessions court in the controversial 
tweets case. In its plea, the FIA told 
the court that it had completed the 
investigation and that there was no 
need for further investigation. The 

FIA had taken the PTI leader into 
custody from his farmhouse located 
in Chak Shahzad, a suburb situated 
in Islamabad after his party staged 
a power-show in the neighbouring 
city of Rawalpindi. This was the 
second time that the 74-year-old 
politician was arrested in more 
than a month as he secured post-ar-
rest bail in controversial tweets 
case from a court in the capital city 
last month. The FIA has registered 
a first information report (FIR) on 
the complaint of the state through 
Islamabad Cyber Crime Reporting 
Centre (CCRC) Technical Assistant 
Aneesur Rehman. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-N (PML-N) MNA, Presi-
dent Women Wing Lahore Shaista 
Pervaiz Malik on Friday said that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s ex-min-
isters are still enjoying perks de-
spite tendering their resignations 
collectively where individual veri-
fication has not taken place, which 
was an imperative part of the pro-
cess. “The coalition government 
will not believe that U-turn master 
Imran Khan will stick to his deci-
sion of quitting the assemblies, she 
said while speaking to a Private 

news channel. She asked PTI lead-
ership to verify their resignations 
and present their resignation letters 
individually to the speaker if they 
are serious and stick to their words. 
MNA said that Khan will have to 
take a U-turn from his decision to 
quit the assemblies as the PTI lead-
ers would not be willing to resign 
from their assembly membership. 
Replying to a question, she lashed 
out that “a greedy person deprived 
of power” was targeting state insti-
tutions, adding, the election would 
be held in time. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has 
received the first batch of around 46 
of the total 230 high-speed modern 
coaches from China which would 
not only help to modernize the rail-
way operations rather generate en-
hanced revenue for the department. 
“The new coaches will have the ca-
pacity to run at a speed of 160 kilo-
metres per hour whereas the current 
maximum speed limit of trains is 
about 120 kilometres per hour. These 
coaches will significantly improve 
train service,” an official in the Min-
istry of Railways told APP on Friday. 
The official said that the modern 

coaches would offer an improved 
train travel experience in the country 
to 220 million people, many of whom 
rely on trains for long journeys. “The 
new coaches comprising economy, 
AC standard and AC parlour class-
es for passengers and luggage and 
brake vans reached via ship at the 
Karachi Port,” he added. He said 
that Pakistan Railways would carry 
out a test run of the new coaches on 
the Main Line-I (ML-I) starting from 
Karachi to Peshawar via Rohri, Suk-
kar, Bahawalpur, Khanewal, Lahore 
and Rawalpindi before beginning the 
commercial travel. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Special Committee 
of the National Assembly on Dismissed 
Employees on Thursday ordered the 
federal departments to early address 
the issues of employees in light of its 
directions and submit reports. The 
meeting of the committee was held 
in the Parliament House under the 
chairmanship of the Committee Chair-
man Prof Dr Qadir Khan Mandokhail. 
The committee expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the response of Employees’ 
Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI) 
regarding the resolving of grievances 
of 358 employees and instructed the 
director general and the chairperson 
to appear in the next meeting with 
full details, and brief that what to do 
with the affected employees. The body 

also sought the complete files of sev-
en dismissed employees of Overseas 
Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) and 300 
contract employees in Workers Wel-
fare Board, who were dismissed with-
out any reason or notice. During the 
meeting, the NA body ordered the In-
terior Ministry to reinstate all sacked 
employees immediately and instruct-
ed the director general of the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) personally 
present his response to the show cause 
notice before the next meeting. On the 
occasion, an official of the Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) informed 
the body that eight employees had not 
been reinstated so far and the pay fix-
ation of the reinstated employees was 
still pending. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The International 
Day of Persons with Disabilities will 
be marked on Saturday across the 
globe including Pakistan to highlight 
that persons with disabilities need-
ed utmost care and a welcoming 
attitude, beginning right from their 
homes and families to the schools 
and places of work. An official of 
the Directorate General of Special 
education (DGSE) informed APP 
that DGSE’s mega event that will 
be held at National library where 
Federal Minister for Human Rights 
Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada will be 
chief guest on Saturday. In the said 
event hearing impaired children 
would present the National Anthem 
of Pakistan in the sign language 
while visually impaired children of 
Al-Maktoom special Education Cen-
tre would recite verses from Holy 
Quran and Naat. Performance of 
special students of different Nation-

al Special Education Centers work-
ing under DGSE would also be part 
of the event. Talking to APP, Chief 
Executive Officer of a non profit or-
ganization Saaya, Asim Zafar said 
that from the four categories of dis-
abilities including visual, hearing, 
wheel-chair bound and mental, the 
persons with either of the first three 
impairments had the same intellec-
tual capacity as normal people and 
needed the opportunity to study in 
the mainstream educational system. 
He urged the society for respecting 
equal rights of specially-abled per-
sons and underlined the need of 
an inclusive culture that embraces 
persons with disabilities so that they 
can equally participate in the soci-
ety. He stressed the need to change 
societal norms through intensive 
media awareness campaigns to re-
move the stigma attached to disable 
persons. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Romanian Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Niculaie Goia has 
said that Pakistan and Romania were 
enjoying cordial relations on trade, 
investments, technology, and many 
others areas with mutual collabo-
ration. The Ambassador expressed 
these views while addressing to 
mark the 104th National Day of Ro-
mania (December 1) organized by 
the Romania Embassy here in a lo-
cal hotel. During the event, the stage 
was shared among diplomats, charge 
de-affairs, and representatives of 
the international organizations who 
were invited to Romanian nation-
al day celebrations. The ceremony 
was specially attended by Advisor 
to Prime Minister Tariq Fatemi, Fed-
eral Minister for Narcotics Control 

Shazain Bugti and Romanian Coun-
cil General in Karachi Tariq Saud 
and in Lahore Faiq Javaid were also 
present in cake cutting ceremony on 
Romanian national day. Ambassador 
said the economic and trade vol-
ume between the two countries sig-
nificantly enhanced and there was 
much more capability to increase the 
volume in different fields, in the fu-
ture he further said needed to focus 
on more options as the volume is less 
than the capabilities both nations 
have. He said our country was ready 
to deepen relations in various sec-
tors and also eager to get the benefit 
of the relationship with Pakistan, as 
this year both countries were cutting 
the cake of their fruitful diplomatic 
relations. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi on Friday informed the 
National Assembly that the cabinet 
has approved a special examination 
of Central Superior Services (CSS) 
to fulfill the vacant posts. Respond-
ing to calling attention the minister 
said that this exam had to be taken 
in 2020 but the then cabinet failed 
to extend special relaxation. He said 
according to the new system the up-
per limit of age has been increased 
from 30 to 30 and for the students of 
Balochistan special age relaxation 
of 2 years have been given. He said 
for the special exam, the students 
will have to give an entry test before 
the CSS exam. The minister said 
that at present 231 posts are vacant 
all over the country which needs to 
be fulfilled. Total of 63 posts are va-

cant in the province of Baluchistan 
which are vacant from 2004, said 
the minister adding that students 
after CSS exams are given training 
for two years before an appointment 
and those who refuse to join, are not 
appointed and such posts are re-ad-
vertised. He said the age limit for 
CSS students is 30 years, however, 
age relaxation has been given for 
2 years for the students of Baloch-
istan, GB, FATA, and AJK whereas 
4 years of relaxation has been giv-
en for the students of Baluchistan. 
He said further relaxation cannot be 
given to the students because this 
will be discrimination against other 
students. He said this exam is being 
taken against 231 vacant posts in 
Balochistan, FATA, GB, AJK, Sindh 
Rural, Sindh Urban, women in Pun-
jab, and minorities. (APP)

SHANGLA: Unidentified attackers 
opened firing on the house of the 
member provincial assembly of Awa-
mi National Party, Fasial Zeb Khan 
here late Thursday night, however, 
no casualty was reported. According 
to police, MPA Faisal Zeb Khan was 
not present at home at the time of the 
firing. The police deployed for secu-
rity of the house retaliated as a result 

of which the assailants fled from the 
scene. However, the walls and win-
dows of the house were damaged. 
The firing continued for about one 
and a half hours. ANP’s provincial 
president Aimal Wali Khan and oth-
ers strongly condemned the attack 
and demanded the arrest of the cul-
prits. Police have registered a case 
and started an investigation. (APP)

Asad Majeed appointed 
new Foreign Secretary

Seasoned journalist 
Imran Aslam dies at 70

SC reinstates  
Ghulam Mahmood

Fog takes over different 
cities, highways

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Asad Majeed 
Khan has been appointed as the new 
Foreign Secretary, the Foreign Of-
fice (FO) spokesperson said Friday.   
An official notification in this regard 
by the Establishment Division dated 
December 2, 2022 said the transfer 
has been made with immediate ef-
fect and until further orders. Asad 
Majeed, a BS-22 career diplomat, is 
presently posted as Pakistan’s am-
bassador to Belgium, the European 
Union and Luxembourg, a tweet by 
the FO spokesperson said. (APP)

LAHORE: Veteran journalist Imran 
Aslam passed away in Karachi on Fri-
day. He was 70. Aslam, who was as-
sociated with a private news channel, 
was admitted to a hospital some time 
ago. During his three-decade-long ca-
reer, he not only worked as a journal-
ist, but also contributed as scriptwriter, 
thespian, voice-over artist, and TV net-
work head. He was born in Madras, 
India in 1952 and studied in London 
in the 70s. He had a great career in 
journalism. Sindh Chief Minister Mu-
rad Ali Shah expressed deep condo-
lences to the journalist’s family and 
prayed for the deceased’s soul. “Imran 
Aslam’s contributions to journalism 
and literature will always be remem-
bered,” he said in a statement. People 
from all walks of life condoled Aslam’s 
death. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
on Friday reinstated Ghulam Mah-
mood Dogar as the Capital City Po-
lice Officer (CCPO) days after he 
was suspended by the federal gov-
ernment. A three-member bench 
headed by Justice Ijazul Ahsan and 
comprising Justice Mazahir Naqvi 
and another judge heard the case. 
The decision will restore the joint 
investigation team probing assas-
sination attempt on PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan during his party’s long 
march near Wazirabad city of Pun-
jab last month. The Lahore police 
chief, who was suspended on Nov 
5 after PTI protesters stormed the 
Governor’s House following attack 
on Imran Khan, is at the centre of 
the feud between the federal and 
Punjab governments. (Agencies)

LAHORE: As winter has started gaining 
ground across Pakistan, the commut-
ers in different cities are facing visibility 
issues amid severe fog. National High-
way and Motorway Police (NHMP) 
have urged the drivers to use front and 
rear fog lights and avoid unnecessary 
driving. Drivers are also requested to 
avoid speeding while maintaining dis-
tance with the next vehicle. However, in 
case of any information and assistance, 
the travelers can use the Humsafar app 
or contact on police helpline number 
130. Visibility in Karachi reduced to 4 
kilometers due to light fog. The city re-
corded a minimum temperature of 12 
degrees Celsius with 71% humidity on 
Friday morning. (Agencies)

Ayaz asks PTI to dissolve provincial assemblies for early elections 

Poland-Pak trade volume reaches over € 800 million: Polish Ambassador

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister Ayaz 
Sadiq on Thursday asked the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman 
to dissolve assemblies in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhawa and Punjab if he really 
wanted early elections. The elections 
could be organized in Punjab after 
dissolving assemblies but “we will 
have a consultation with partners for 

suitable suggestions,” he said while 
talking to a private television channel. 
He said the centre had no objection if 
the two provinces conduct early elec-
tions. Imran Khan, he said, could not 
win the general elections without the 
support of allied parties. He said the 
coalition partners were united under 
the umbrella of the PML-N leader-

ship. The Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) was fully satisfied with 
its performance, and would win the 
polls without facing any trouble, Ayaz 
Sadiq added. In reply to a question 
about early elections, he said Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz would take 
all possible measures to win the next 
polls with a thumping majority. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Poland 
to Pakistan Maciej Pisarski has said 
that the trade volume between Pa-
kistan and Poland had reached over 
€ 800 million and both the countries 
were focusing on exploring more 
avenues of trade and investments in 
multiple sectors. Due to a preferen-
tial trade system with the European 
Union and GSP plus status, Poland 
has been one of the fastest-growing 
markets for Pakistani products, he 
added. “Our ambition is not only to 

increase the volume of our trade, but 
we also want to expand and enrich 
our trade and economic exchange to 
make it a two-way street, with more 
Polish businesses operating in Pa-
kistan. We are looking forward to 
expand our presence in areas involv-
ing new innovative technologies, ad-
dressing the needs of the digital econ-
omy and green transition”, he said 
and added that defense cooperation 
remained a potential area of growth. 
The Ambassador made these remarks 

while addressing Poland’s Indepen-
dence Day and Polish Armed Forc-
es Day celebration ceremonies here 
Friday. The Ambassador emphasized 
that the jewel in the crown of our eco-
nomic cooperation was the contribu-
tion of Polish companies; Polish Oil 
and Gas Company PGNIG and Exallo 
Drilling to strengthen Pakistan’s ener-
gy security. PGNIG has invested more 
than three hundred million dollars in 
developing gas extraction projects in 
Sindh province. (APP)
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President for comprehensive approach  
to mainstream persons with disabilities

Pak-US trade ties increased by 38pc, NA told

DG health visits Pretabad hospital to review  
facilities provided to patients

Legendary actor Afzaal Ahmad passes away

Only PPP can guarantee development, prosperity: SAPM 

NCRC take notice on the illegal disposal station

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Friday underlined the need to 
adopt a well-thought-out, data-driv-
en and time-bound comprehensive 
approach for the complete integra-
tion and mainstreaming of persons 
with disabilities (PWDs). The step, 
he said, would ensure the empow-
erment of persons with disabilities 
enabling them to contribute to the 
progress and development of the 
country. He said that PWDs should 
be proactively integrated into society 
as equal members by improving their 
mobility and accessibility to public 
facilities and providing them with 
education, skills, and jobs. The pres-
ident expressed these views during a 
briefing on the mobility and accessi-
bility issues of Persons with Disabil-
ities in Islamabad, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. 

Chief Commissioner Islamabad, 
representatives of Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA), Federal Di-
rectorate of Education, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
WHO, Ministry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training, National 
Information Technology Board, Min-
istry of Housing and Works, Secre-
tary Private Educational Institutions 
Regulatory Authority ICT (PEIRA), 
and senior official of the government 
attended the meeting. Addressing 
the meeting, the president called 
for providing PWDs with Assistive 
Technologies (ATs) and creating jobs 
which correspond to and were suit-
able for persons with specific disabil-
ities such as hearing, visual, physical 
or cognitive for their financial and 
economic empowerment. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The bilateral trade be-
tween Pakistan and the United States 
has increased by over 38.3 percent 
and touched $10.5 billion during the 
last fiscal year, Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Ministry of Commerce Syed 
Javed Ali Shah told National Assem-
bly. Parliamentary Secretary told the 
house during question hour was con-
fident that country’s exports to the 
US would continue to grow in the 
coming years. Pakistan’s exports to 
the U.S. were recorded at $6.8 billion 
in FY 2021-2022 as compared to $5.1 
billion in FY 2020-2021 recording an 
increase of 32%. He said the Pak-US 
trade in FY 2021-2022 was recorded 
at $10.5 billion as compared to $7.8 

billion in FY 2020-2021 registering 
an increase of 38.3%. The US is the 
largest single-country export desti-
nation of Pakistan. Ministry is active-
ly engaged with Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
of United States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) to get further mar-
ket access for Pakistani agricultural 
goods such as mangoes and dates. 
Regular engagement is maintained 
with the private and public sector of 
the U.S. through our Trade and In-
vestment Officers (TIOs). Additional-
ly, various promotional activities are 
held through Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) and 
our TIOs in the U.S. 6 226. (APP)

HYDERABAD: The Director General 
Health Sindh Dr Juman Bahuto paid a 
surprise visit to Government Pretabad 
Hospital here on Friday and reviewed 
the sanitation situation and the facili-
ties being provided to the patients. The 
DG Health appreciated the medical 
facilities provided by Lady Medical Su-
perintendent of Pretabad Hospital Dr. 
Khursheed Soomro to patients in emer-
gency situations. The MS Dr Khursheed 
Soomro presented a model for con-

verting Pretabad hospital into a model 
hospital of Hyderabad. Speaking on the 
occasion, DG Health said that a letter 
will be written to the Sindh Government 
for providing dialysis and other facilities 
including nursery for children in the 
Sindh Government Hospital established 
in the populous area. Dr. Juman Bahuto 
inspected the ongoing OPD and Emer-
gency Department in the hospital and 
expressed satisfaction over the facilities 
provided to the patients. (APP)

LAHORE: Legendary actor Afzaal Ah-
mad passed away here on Friday after 
protracted illness. Afzaal Ahmad was 
shifted to the General Hospital in a 
critical condition on Thursday when he 
suffered from brain hemorrhage where 
he could not survive. The administra-
tion of the hospital confirmed his death 

on Friday. Afzaal Ahmad, who was 
born in Jhang, started his acting career 
in the1970s with the movie “Dhiyan 
Namanian” and he was well known for 
his outstanding performances in films, 
tv dramas and theatre plays as he had 
been the owner of Tamaseel Theatre. 
“Aakhri Muqabala, relased in 1977 and 
Jatt in London, 1981, Sharif Badmaash, 
Vahshi Jutt, Chen Wariam and Revenge 
of Oppression” were his super-hit mov-
ies which were a part ofgolden history 
of the cinema. The family said his fu-
neral prayers would be be held today 
(Saturday). (APP)

SARGODHA: Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister (SAPM) and Divisional Presi-
dent Pakistan People’s Party Sargodha 
Division Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi said 
on Friday that PPP was the only political 
party that guaranteed national develop-
ment and prosperity of masses. He said 
talking to APP in connection with obser-
vance of week-long ceremonies on the 
‘International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women’, marked in 
Sargodha division like in other parts of 
the country. He said the PPP believed in 
women rights and had been struggling 
for provision of all rights to women. He 
said former premier and PPP Chairper-

son Benazir Bhutto was also a woman, 
and she spent her life to fight for woman 
rights on all international forums. The 
SAPM said the PPP believed in serving 
people. Elimination of poverty and un-
employment from the country and mak-
ing it economically powerful was man-
ifesto of the PPP, he added. Tasneem 
Qureshi said for strengthening and res-
toration of democracy in the country, the 
PPP leadership and hundreds of party 
workers had sacrificed their lives. “The 
party is active under the leadership of 
Asif Ali Zardari and Chairman Pakistan 
People’s Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Commis-
sion on the Rights of Child (NCRC) took 
notice of the illegal disposal station ad-
jacent to Christian schools in Dawood 
Colony, Faisalabad. The complainant 
New Convent School System has al-
leged that Water and Sewage Authori-
ty Faisalabad had constructed a waste 
disposal station of over 2,000 square 
feet area adjacent to the Christian char-
itable schools in Dawood Colony. Con-
sequently, the disposal station has con-
taminated the area water, caused bad 
odor, adversely impacted the health of 
students with diseases such as Hepati-
tis C, and also claimed the lives of two 

students. The complaint further stated 
that WASA’s conditional license to con-
struct the concerned disposal station 
had been revoked by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency because it failed 
to comply with the required environ-
mental standard. The complainant also 
informed the Commission that the mat-
ter is sub-judice before the Honorable 
Lahore High Court and the last hearing 
was on 21.11.22. The complainant had 
simultaneously approached NCHR for 
the redressal of its grievances, which 
also made an in-person visit to inspect 
the nuisance caused by the disposal 
station. (APP)

Police arrest PO  
wanted in murder case

PRO holds open court 

10-criminal held

Seven booked over 
power pilferage 

Peace committee 
meeting held

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Po-
lice here on Friday arrested a pro-
claimed offender (PO) wanted in 
a murder case registered in Wah 
Cantt police station. According to a 
police spokesman, police managed 
to arrest a PO namely Inamullah, 
who allegedly killed a citizen name-
ly Tahir over a petty dispute in 2020. 
Wah Cantt police on application of 
the victim’s brother registered a 
case and started investigation. He 
informed that Police utilized techni-
cal and human intelligence sources 
to net the PO. He said that Rawal-
pindi district police were taking 
strict action in accordance with the 
law against the lawbreakers, adding 
the operations would continue and 
all the POs would be sent behind the 
bars. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Regional Police Offi-
cer (RPO) Sarfraz Ahmed Falki on 
Friday said that protection of life 
and property of people was the top 
priority of the department. He ex-
pressed these views while listening 
to people’s complaints during an 
open court heldat his office here. He 
listened people’s complaints and is-
sues orders. He directed the officers 
to ensure merit in investigation pro-
cess. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Lohi Bher 
police apprehended ten persons in-
cluding four women for their alleged 
involvement in immoral activities, a 
police spokesperson said on Friday. 
He said that Islamabad police have 
intensified crackdown against the 
criminal elements and special ef-
forts are being made against the ac-
cused involved in immoral activities. 
During the ongoing crackdown, he 
said a team of Lohi Bher police sta-
tion arrested ten accused including 
four women for their alleged involve-
ment in immoral activities. The ac-
cused were shifted to police stations 
for further investigation. (APP)

FAISALABAD: The Faisalabad Elec-
tric Supply Company (Fesco) caught 
seven power pilferers in the limits of 
Chak Jhumra police station. Police 
said on Friday that teams during 
inspection of electricity connection-
sat Chak No 190-RB caught seven 
accused for stealing electricity. The 
team got registered cases against 
Khuram, Ijaz and five others. (APP)

SIALKOT: A meeting of the Dis-
trict Peace Committee was held 
under the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner Abdullah Khurram 
Niazi and District Police Officer 
Faisal Kamran on Friday. The meet-
ing was attended by Hafiz Asghar 
Ali Cheema, Maulana Ayub Khan, 
Hafiz Abdul Ghaffar, Hafiz Ghulam 
Mohiuddin Jillani, Allama Naseem 
Abbas, Ayub Opal and other mem-
bers. Addressing the meeting, the 
deputy commissioner said the mem-
bers of the committee were playing 
a commendable role in maintaining 
law and order, and harmony in the 
district. On this occasion, scholars 
said that the committee would con-
tinue to play itsrole for unity in the 
district. (APP)

Imran Khan may be arrested before elections: Zardari claims
KARACHI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan may 
get arrested before the next general 
elections in Toshakhana case, for-
mer president Asif Ali Zardari has 
claimed. Talking about the talks be-
tween Imran Khan and Punjab Chief 
Minister Parvez Elahi over the dis-
solution of the Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assemblies, Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) Co-Chairman 
Zardari remarked in an interview 
with TV channel that if the two as-
semblies are dissolved, then the 
government’s rainbow coalition was 
ready to face off against them in 
general elections. They have seats 

in KP but some of their companions 
are disgruntled so they would want 
to fix all those issues and side with 

the majority in the elections, he as-
serted. He also challenged Imran 
Khan to bring a vote of confidence 
in the assemblies and see how many 
MPAs side with him and when they 
go to polls, just how many seats can 
Imran secure. During the interview, 
Zardari also expressed dissatisfac-
tion with Parvez Elahi as an option 
to upset the balance of the Punjab 
assembly, commenting that he was 
no longer the top choice, and that 
there were better options. If the 
assemblies are not dissolved, then 
then they will bring a no-trust mo-
tion against Imran Khan, Zardari 
added. (Agencies)

Policymakers urged to revamp curricula,  
build capacity of teachers and research faculty

Japan provides $4.196 million to assist flood- 
affected families in Pakistan 

JUI-F MNA condemns smear campaign against Fazl

Speedy justice being provided through  
revenue awami katcheri 

CPWB chairperson stresses need to end child beggary 

ISLAMABAD: Minister of Federal 
Education and Professional Training, 
Rana Tanveer Hussain Friday urged 
the policymakers and practitioners 
to review and revamp the curricula, 
invest in building capacities of teach-
ing and research faculty and bring 
about a paradigm shift from sub-
ject-focused rote learning to an in-
terdisciplinary approach to research 
and education. He was addressing 
the closing session of “the Interna-
tional Summit on Higher Education 
and Workforce Development in 21st 
Century” organized by USAID and 
HEC. United States Senator of Utah 
State, Keith Grover also attended the 

event held at a local hotel. The fed-
eral minister said that the USAID’s 
Higher Education System Strength-
ening Activity (HESSA) between the 
Governments of the USA and Paki-
stan which is worth $19 Million, is 
yet another initiative that will support 
our 16 universities in improving their 
institutional and technical capacities 
in delivering market-relevant educa-
tion and research. Rana Tanveer em-
phasized to pay focus on improving 
institutional governance, curriculum, 
access and quality, teaching and re-
search practices, industry-academia 
linkages, and climate change adapta-
tion. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Japan has provided $4.196 million to 
the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) for its humanitarian ser-
vices in the flood-affected areas and 
to improve water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) infrastructure in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Bal-
uchistan provinces. In this regard, a 
ceremony was held here on Friday 
to acknowledge the government and 
the people of Japan for their gener-
ous support for the children in Paki-
stan, said a statement issued by the 
Embassy of Japan. At the ceremony, 
Mitsuhiro Wada, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Japan to Pakistan, said, “Japan, in 
partnership with UNICEF, has suc-
cessfully supported Afghan refugees 

and their host communities in KP 
and Balochistan provinces in WASH 
and nutrition, ensuring the most vul-
nerable have access to safe water, 
hygiene facilities, and nutrition sup-
plements. As an immediate response 
to the widespread flooding, Japan 
stands ready to provide emergency 
support to the affected by provid-
ing clean water and hygiene items.” 
Funds provided by Japan to UNICEF 
for its humanitarian services in the 
flood-affected areas are being used 
to provide safe drinking water, ade-
quate sanitation, raising awareness 
about personal and communal hy-
giene, provision of hygiene kits, and 
scanning the nutritional status of 
children and women in camps and 
communities, he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Shahida Akhtar Ali, a 
Member of National Assembly (MNA) 
from Jamiat Ulema -e-Islam-Fazl 
(JUI-F) on Friday strongly condemned 
a smear campaign launched by the 
warriors of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) against Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) Chief Maulana Fa-
zl-ur-Rehman on social media. Speak-
ing on a point of order in National As-
sembly, she said Maulana Fazl never 
uttered inappropriate language against 
the women workers and supporters of 
PTI. Fazl in a last day gathering, only 

pinpointed the foreign agenda of for-
mer prime minister Imran Khan, his 
(Imran’s) distortion of cultural values, 
persistent misleading of youth and cre-
ating rift among the nation. Surprising-
ly, instead of mending their ways, she 
said the PTI workers started criticizing 
Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman. JUI-F would 
never allow anyone to mislead coun-
try’s youth, and fulfill the agenda of 
enemies. She said that PTI has ruined 
institutions, economy, and ethics and 
torn apart the integrity of the nation 
during four years of rule. (APP)

MULTAN: Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Tahir Wattoo organized 
a Revenue Awami Khidmat Katch-
eri for immediate solution of public 
problems. Speaking on this occa-
sion, the DC said that the purpose of 
holding revenue Awami Katcheri was 
to provide speedy justice to citizens 
and added that all facilities including 
correction in record, property docu-
ments (Fard-e-Malkiat) and registry 
were being extended there. He said 

that citizens could search solutions 
of their problems regarding revenue 
at katcheri in first two days of every 
month and added that the process of 
conducting revenue katcheri would 
continue by district government in 
future. Tahir Watto, taking immediate 
action on the requests of two elderly 
petitioners, summoned all the reve-
nue records on the spot and also took 
possession of their houses through 
police force. (APP)

LAHORE: Child Protection and Wel-
fare Bureau (CPWB) Chairperson 
Sara Ahmed has stressed the need for 
effectively carrying out the anti-beg-
gary campaign in the province. While 
meeting SP Security Police Syed Aziz, 
DSP Traffic Muhammad Ashfaq and 
Chairman of Rickshaw Union Majeed 
Ghorin here at her office on Friday, she 
discussed a plan of action for the cam-
paign. The chairperson said the an-
ti-beggary campaign would be carried 
out in Punjab with the coordination of 
other relevant departments such as po-
lice, district administration etc. to end 
menace of child beggary, adding that 
joint teams would be formed to con-

duct child rescue operations. During 
the campaign, beggar children would 
be taken into custody by the Child 
Protection Bureau, while adult beg-
gars would be taken into custody by 
the police, she said. All departments 
concerned would play their role for 
eradication of child beggary in Pun-
jab. Police would provide assistance in 
registering cases against beggar mafia, 
she added. The rickshaw union would 
also provide support in carrying out 
public awareness campaign by dis-
playing banners inscribed with aware-
ness quotes. “Rickshaw is a public ride 
through which our message will reach 
more people,” she added. (APP)
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GENEVA: Rolex SA will begin issu-
ing certificates of authenticity to au-
thorised dealers selling its pre-owned 
watches, in a move that will give the 
Swiss company more oversight of its 
products and shake up the US$20 
billion market for secondhand luxury 
timepieces. Swiss dealer Bucherer will 
be the first to begin selling pre-owned 
Rolex watches that are certified as 
authentic by the company at stores 
across Europe, Rolex said on its web-
site.  Other authorised Rolex dealers 
can begin participating in the pro-
gramme in the spring of 2023. Rolex 
said it will only certify watches that 

are at least three-years old, in an effort 
to dissuade so-called flippers who sell 
new watches at prices above retail. 
The move to authenticate its own pre-
owned watches marks a significant 
shift for Rolex, whose timepieces dom-
inate secondhand sales at dealers and 

online. The luxury pre-owned watch 
market is expected to grow to US$35 
billion by 2030, according to Deloitte. 
Rolex previously had no role in au-
thenticating or tracking its products 
once they had been sold to its dealer 
network. The programme will also 
help to guard against fakes. Non-au-
thorised dealers who sell second-hand 
watches in person and online, as well 
as auction houses won’t be able to take 
part. (APP)
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Rupee witnesses day of 
stability against US dollar

World food prices ease 
further in November

SBP reserves drop by 30pc 
during PM Sharif’s tenure

KARACHI: The State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) reserves so far decreased 
by 30% during Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif’s tenure. Currently, SBP 
reserves stood at $7.499 billion as 
compared to $10.850bn as of 8th 
Apr’22. Similarly, forex reserves 
held by commercial banks dropped 
by 5% or $299 million to stand at 
$5.879bn. Meanwhile, overall coun-
try’s reserves dropped by 21% or 
$3.649bn to $13.379bn. To note, the 
country in a few days has to make 
a payment of $1bn against Sukuk 
maturing on 5th Dec’22. At present, 
overall reserves held by the country 
stood at $13.38bn during the week 
ended on 25 Nov’22. It is import-
ant to note that, the current level of 
foreign currency reserves is barely 
enough to cover 1.43 months of im-
port bills. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani rupee 
recorded another rare day of sta-
bility on Friday against the US dol-
lar during trading in the interbank 
market. According to data released 
by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
on the last working day, the value of 
rupee showed no difference against 
the US dollar. After a marginal re-
covery on Thursday, the current spot 
rate of rupee settled at Rs223.69 
against the US dollar. Previously, 
the value of the Pakistani rupee re-
mained unchanged for three con-
secutive days, settling at Rs223.95, 
with a zero change in value against 
the greenback. However, last Friday 
saw the rupee’s spot rate dropping 
by two paisas. In the open currency 
market, the value of rupee increased 
to Rs231.50, respectively. However, 
the rate to buy the US dollar also 
changed to Rs229.25. (Agencies)

PARIS: The United Nations food 
agency’s world price index fell mar-
ginally in November, marking an 
eighth straight monthly fall since a 
record high in March after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. The Food and 
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) 
price index, which tracks the most 
globally traded food commodities, 
averaged 135.7 points last month, 
down from 135.9 for October, the 
agency said today. The October fig-
ure was unchanged from the FAO’s 
previous estimate. Lower readings 
for cereals, meat and dairy products 
in November offset higher prices for 
vegetable oils and sugar, the FAO 
said. Last month’s agreement to 
prolong a UN-backed grain export 
channel from Ukraine for anoth-
er 120 days has tempered worries 
about war disruption to massive 
Black Sea trade. The slight decrease 
in November meant that the FAO 
food index is now only 0.3% above 
its level a year earlier, the agency 
said. (Agencies)

Oil prices edge higher on easing Covid curbs in China,  
firm US dollar limits gains

Rolex enters pre-owned watch market with certification programme

NEW DELHI: Oil prices inched 
higher in Asian trade on Friday 
on hopes for further relaxation of 
Covid curbs in China, which could 
help demand recover in world’s 
second biggest economy, though 
a firmer US dollar capped gains. 
Brent crude futures were up 20 
cents or 0.23% at US$87.08 per 
barrel by 0349 GMT, after earlier 
falling to US$86.59. US West Tex-
as Intermediate (WTI) crude fu-
tures gained six cents or 0.07% to 
US$81.28 per barrel, after slipping 
to US$80.88 earlier in the session. 

Both benchmarks were on track for 
their first weekly gains after three 
consecutive weeks of decline. Chi-
na is set to announce an easing of 
its Covid-19 quarantine protocols 
in coming days and a reduction 
in mass testing, sources told Reu-
ters, which would be a major shift 
in policy following the widespread 
protests and public anger over the 
world’s toughest curbs. IMF man-
aging director Kristalina Georgieva 
said on Friday a further calibration 
of China’s Covid strategy would be 
critical to sustaining and balancing 

the economy’s recovery. “Oil de-
mand has suffered under the strict 
measures to contain the virus, with 
implied oil demand currently at 
13 million barrels per day (bpd), 1 
million barrels bpd lower than av-
erage,” analysts at ANZ Research 
said in a note. The oil market was 
subdued, however, by the US dol-
lar, which typically trades inversely 
with oil, as the greenback edged off 
16-week lows against a basket of 
major currencies after data showed 
US consumer spending increased 
solidly in October. (Agencies)

Uber CEO says not cutting jobs despite 
mounting tech lay-offs

IMF’s Georgieva flags inflation,  
China slowdown as risks to Asia

EU agrees $60 price cap on Russian seaborne oil

PSX under pressure as index sheds 323.24 points

Asian shares sink on revived worries  
over recession, China

Mexico tells US it wants to keep talking  
on trade disputes

Australian law making Facebook,  
Google pay for news a success

PM invites Chinese companies  
to invest in renewable energy

S. Korean truckers’ strike cost $1.2b in lost

Saudi investment in tourism  
to benefit whole region

NEW YORK: Uber Technologies Inc 
was not considering cutting jobs 
even as competitors from DoorDash 
Inc to Lyft Inc slashed staff to deal 
with an uncertain economic out-
look, chief executive officer Dara 
Khosrowshahi said on Thursday. 
“No, we’re in a good place,” Khos-
rowshahi told Bloomberg News af-
ter speaking at the Economic Club 
of Chicago, responding to a question 
about whether the ride-hailing giant 
would reduce headcount. His com-
ments stood out among tech peers 
that had cut staff by the thousands. 

Uber’s rival Lyft said last month it 
would reduce headcount by 13% and 
hive off its first-party vehicle busi-
ness. Food-delivery giant DoorDash 
announced it would cut 1,250 jobs to 
rein in expenses. Uber has avoided 
widespread lay-offs, although Khos-
rowshahi said the company was tak-
ing a more conservative stance on 
hiring and other investments. That 
is after a major scale-back in 2020 
when Uber dismissed more than 
6,000 employees, or about a quarter 
of the workforce at the time, at the 
height of the pandemic. (Agencies)

TOKYO: International Monetary 
Fund managing director Kristalina 
Georgieva flagged rising inflation-
ary pressures and China’s eco-
nomic slowdown as risks to Asia’s 
economic outlook, calling on poli-
cymakers to rebuild their buffers 
against future shocks. Asian Devel-
opment Bank President Masatsugu 
Asakawa also urged Asia’s policy-
makers to be vigilant to signs of 
any abrupt capital outflows driven 
by steady US interest rate hikes. 
“We are already seeing the risk of 
aggressive tightening of US mone-
tary policy to fight inflation, which 
may trigger abrupt reversals of cap-
ital flows or sharp currency depre-
ciation,” Asakawa said in a video 
message broadcast at an ASEAN+3 
forum held in Singapore on Friday. 
Georgieva said economies com-
prising the Association of South-

east Asian Nations (ASEAN) are 
a “bright spot” in the global econ-
omy, with growth projected at 5% 
this year and moderating slightly in 
2023. But she warned the outlook 
was “exceptionally” uncertain and 
dominated by risks, such as the fall-
out from Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
global financial tightening and a 
slowdown in China’s growth. “An-
other pressing global challenge is 
inflation. It is expected to average 
only 4% in Asia this year. But infla-
tionary pressures in the region are 
rising,” Georgieva said. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: European Union gov-
ernments tentatively agreed today 
on a US$60 a barrel price cap on 
Russian seaborne oil – an idea of 
the G7 nations – with an adjust-
ment mechanism to keep the cap at 
5% below the market price, an EU 
diplomat said. Poland, which had 
pushed for the cap to be as low as 
possible, has until 3pm to agree to 
the deal, which would need to be 
approved by all EU governments in 
a written procedure by tomorrow, 
the diplomat said. The initial G7 
proposal last week was for a price 
cap of US$65 to US$70 per barrel 
with no adjustment mechanism. 
Since Russian Urals crude already 

traded lower, Poland, Lithuania 
and Estonia rejected that level as 
not achieving the main objective of 
cutting Moscow’s revenues and its 
ability to finance its war in Ukraine. 
“The price cap is set at US$60 with 
a provision to keep it 5% below 
market price for Russian crude, 
based on IEA figures,” the EU dip-
lomat said. The reviews of the price 
cap level would be held every two 
months, EU diplomats said. “Po-
land has until 3pm to agree. If it 
does there will be a written proce-
dure for adoption until tomorrow,” 
the diplomat said. Polish diplomats 
said consultation with Warsaw was 
ongoing. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) continued a bearish 
trend since the interest rate hike 
was announced by the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP). The KSE-100 
benchmark opened the trading in 
red at 42,365.11 points on Friday 
morning, which was then raised to 
42,419.27 points. However, an ear-
ly rally of around 77.67 points saw 
the index rise to the day’s high of 
42,471.19 points. Meanwhile, the 
news of the financing from the 

Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) has brought about a 
modest optimism throughout the 
economy, prompting a slight up-
ward trend. So far, the most active 
stock contributing to the decline of 
the index includes the automobile 
assembler, with a change of 3.36%. 
Earlier on Thursday, the KSE-100 
index ended the trading session at 
42,393.52 points from the previ-
ously closed value of 42,348.63 on 
Wednesday. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Shares retreated in 
Asia on Friday after a mixed day on 
Wall Street as optimism over signs 
the Federal Reserve may temper its 
aggressive interest rate hikes was 
replaced by worries the economy 
might be headed for a recession. 
A U.S. measure of inflation that’s 
closely watched by the Federal Re-
serve eased in October, raising ques-
tions over the central bank’s deter-
mination to keep raising interest 
rates to tame price increases. And 
activity in American manufactur-
ing contracted in November for the 

first time since May 2020, according 
to the Institute for Supply Manage-
ment. The report also showed that 
prices are falling. Slower growth 
due to tighter monetary policies has 
slowed new orders and order back-
logs, “which saw manufacturing 
conditions contracting for the first 
time since June 2020,” Jun Rong 
Yeap of IG said in a report. That may 
suggest that with “inflation risks be-
hind us now, ‘bad news’ in econom-
ic data may not be ‘good news’ for 
markets as recession fears could be 
brewing,” he said. (Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s economy 
secretary on Thursday proposed yet 
another round of talks with the United 
States on a dispute over Mexico’s en-
ergy sector. Mexico hopes to stave off a 
full-fledged trade complaint under the 
U.s.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement. 
The U.S. initially requested talks in July, 
but they have so far not led to any solu-
tion. The United States could demand an 
arbitration panel, and the dispute could 
end in trade sanctions on Mexico. The 

United States says Mexico is unfairly fa-
voring its state-owned electricity and oil 
companies over American competitors 
and clean-energy suppliers. Canada has 
also joined in that complaint. U.S. Trade 
Representative Katherine Tai appeared 
willing to keep talking, but her office 
said she “underscored the urgency of 
prompt and meaningful progress in our 
ongoing consultations” at a meeting 
Thursday with Mexican Economy Sec-
retary Raquel Buenrostro. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: An Australian law giving 
the government power to make inter-
net giants Facebook owner Meta Plat-
forms and Alphabet Inc’s Google nego-
tiate content supply deals with media 
outlets has largely worked, a govern-
ment report said. But the law, which 
took effect in March 2021 after talks 
with the big tech firms led to a brief 
shutdown of Facebook news feeds in 
the country, may need to be extended 
to other online platforms, the review 
said. Since the News Media Bargain-
ing Code took effect, the tech firms had 
inked more than 30 deals with media 
outlets compensating them for content 
which generated clicks and advertising 

dollars, said the Treasury department 
report, published late Thursday. “At 
least some of these agreements have 
enabled news businesses to, in par-
ticular, employ additional journalists 
and make other valuable investments 
to assist their operations,” said the re-
port. “While views on the success or 
otherwise of the Code will invariably 
differ, we consider it is reasonable to 
conclude that the Code has been a suc-
cess to date.” The report mostly recom-
mended that the government consider 
new methods of assessing the admin-
istration and effectiveness of the law, 
and did not suggest changing the law 
itself. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Friday invited Chi-
nese companies to invest heavily in 
renewable energy projects in Paki-
stan, particularly solar energy. He 
was talking to a delegation of Chi-
na Construction; Third Engineer-
ing Bureau headed by Tan Guofu, 
Vice Chairman of the company. 
The Prime Minister appreciated the 
company’s Vice Chairman Tan Guo-
fu’s commitment to invest more in 
infrastructure and energy projects 

in Pakistan. Prime Minister Sharif 
said the relations between Pakistan 
and China have been very exempla-
ry in all areas and mentioned his 
recent meeting with the company’s 
president during his visit to China. 
He also appreciated the company 
for its donations to the flood-af-
fected people of Pakistan. Special 
Assistant Tariq Fatemi, Zafaruddin 
Mehmood and other senior gov-
ernment officials also attended the 
meeting. (Agencies)

SEOUL: A strike by South Korean 
truckers is estimated to have cost 
1.6 trillion won (US$1.23 billion) 
in lost shipments, the industry 
ministry said on Thursday, as a 
lengthy strike becomes more likely 
with the government and union far 
from a compromise. Disruptions to 
the country’s supply chain expand-
ed on Thursday, the eighth day of 
the nationwide strike by more than 
20,000 truckers, as the government 
prepares to order more of them 
back to work. The cement, steel, 
auto and oil refining industries 
have seen 1.6 trillion won in lost 
shipments in seven days since the 
strike began last week, the ministry 
said in a statement. This includes 
562,600 tonnes of steel worth 731.3 
billion, 6,707 cars worth 319.2 bil-
lion won, and 259,238 kilolitres of 

oil products valued at 442.6 billion 
won stuck in transit, it said. No 
date has been set yet for the next 
round of negotiations. Two people 
at the meeting on Wednesday said 
shouting erupted during Wednes-
day’s meeting between the govern-
ment and strike organiser Cargo 
Truckers Solidarity Union (CTSU). 
The government has said it would 
not expand a minimum pay sys-
tem for truckers beyond a further 
three years, which the union says 
should be permanent and wider in 
scope. Kumho Tire Co Inc, South 
Korea’s No 2 tire maker, which 
makes 65% of its sales from ex-
ports, told Reuters it is cutting 15% 
to 40% of production output at its 
two factories until Dec 6 because 
the strike has disrupted shipments.  
(Agencies)

RIYADH: The massive investments 
Saudi Arabia is making in tourism in-
frastructure is aimed at benefiting the 
whole region, said Saudi Tourism Au-
thority CEO Fahd Hamidaddin, in an 
interview with CNN’s Richard Quest. 
“I think this is a regional play, what-
ever Saudi is doing is not just doing it 
for its own country within its political 
borders. The spillover at a regional lev-
el is [where] we believe the opportunity 
lies and it is our responsibility to make 
sure that the good of tourism serves 

the whole region,” he added during the 
interview at the ongoing World Travel 
& Tourism Council Global Summit in 
Riyadh. On the country’s new airport, 
Hamidaddin said: “If you look at the 
ambition that we have, I think you 
would say, how can any of that be re-
alized without a new airport and an 
infrastructure that supports it?” On up-
coming projects, he said: “Right in the 
first quarter of next year, we’re going to 
see the Red Sea Project also, opening 
its doors with three resorts.” (Agencies)
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DOHA: Spain staggered through to 
the World Cup last 16 on Thursday 
despite a 2-1 defeat by Japan, who 
remarkably won Group E on a roll-
ercoaster night which saw four-time 
champions Germany eliminated. 
Japan secured another incredible 
triumph after beating Germany in 
their opening game, with their pro-
gression from the “group of death” 
one of the greatest achievements in 
the country s footballing history. For 
a few heart-stopping minutes Spain 
were poised to head out when Costa 

Rica were leading in the other game, 
but the 2010 champions squeezed 
through after Germany did them a 
favour by coming back to beat Los 
Ticos. Spain and Germany ended 
on four points each, but La Roja 
progressed on goal difference. Al-
varo Morata sent Spain ahead early 
on with a towering header, but Ja-
pan dramatically struck back at the 
start of the second half. Ritsu Doan 
and Ao Tanaka s goals saw them 
mount a sensational comeback, just 
as they did against Germany. Tana-
ka s goal was highly controversial 
after the officials relied on VAR to 
decide Kaoru Mitoma had kept the 
ball in play by a hair s breadth to set 
him up. Spain struggled to create 
chances against a staunch Japanese 
defence in the final stages, with the 
Asian side aware that conceding an-
other goal would see them eliminat-
ed. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Russian Athletics 
Federation (RusAF) could be rein-
stated by international governing 
body World Athletics in March of 
next year, after a taskforce said the 
organization had made improve-
ments to its operations. RusAF has 
been suspended by World Athlet-
ics since 2015 after allegations of 
state-sponsored doping – something 
Russia has vehemently denied. The 
suspension has meant Russian ath-
letes have had to compete at major 

international tournaments under 
neutral status, while the conflict in 
Ukraine saw them banned entirely 
from the 2022 World Champion-
ships in Oregon, USA. In a state-
ment issued after a council meeting 
in Rome on Wednesday, World Ath-
letics said its Russia Taskforce ex-
pects to make a final recommenda-
tion on the reinstatement of RusAF 
in March 2023 – “provided RusAF 
continues to make progress in re-
forming its culture.” (Agencies)

POTCHEFSTROOM: Pakistan put 
on a great display to secure a draw 
against France in the FIH Men’s Na-
tions Cup 2022 in Potchefstroom, 
South Africa. Abdul Rana scored a 
beautiful open-play goal to give Pa-
kistan the lead in the ninth minute, 
but Pieter van Straaten answered 
just three minutes later with a fan-
tastic goal. Before half-time, Paki-
stan took the lead again. Afraz’s 
effort appeared to have been well 
stopped by French goalkeeper Ar-
thur Thieffry, but the powerful shot 
eventually found the back of the 

net. Although Pakistan had a strong 
second-half start, they wasted a 
few excellent scoring chances, and 
France made them pay by tying the 
score with a clever deflection goal 
by Noé Jouin. France was given 
a wonderful opportunity through 
a penalty corner with less than 
three minutes left on the clock, and 
François Goyet stepped up and gave 
his side the lead. With only 40 sec-
onds remaining, Pakistan showed 
resilience by scoring from their own 
penalty corner thanks to Arbaz Ah-
mad. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia are 
among three countries that were 
added to host Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) World Tour Su-
per 100 events for calendar year 
2023 and 2024. According to a 
statement from the BWF, the tour-
nament which will be called Malay-
sia Super 100 will be held from Oct 
31 to Nov 5 next year and Oct 15 to 
20 in 2024. “The Super 100 circuit 
welcomes new hosts from Chinese 
Taipei, Malaysia, and UAE (United 
Arab Emirates). Member hosts can 
stage up to six tournaments each 

year including a maximum of two 
Super 100 tournaments. “Both In-
donesia and India will stage two 
Super 100 tournaments each in 
2023 and 2024. Other Super 100 
tournaments will be in China and 
Vietnam,” it said in a statement to-
day. It said ranking points earned 
at these Super 100 tournaments 
will go towards qualification for the 
end-of-year BWF World Tour Fi-
nals as well as posing as important 
ranking tournaments for the Race 
to Paris Olympic Games Qualifica-
tion.(Agencies)

SENEGAL: “Be Afraid” is the cry for the 
2023 Dakar Rally, the fourth to be held 
in Saudi Arabia, as organisers prom-
ised on Thursday it would be the most 
challenging with a lot of sand dune rac-
ing. Fifteen days of racing comprises 
a prologue and 14 stages, including a 
four-day excursion into the as yet unex-
plored desert of the vast Rub’ al-Khali, 
or Empty Quarter, in the southern part 
of the Arabian Peninsula. “This gigan-
tic zone in which sand is king, espe-
cially in its most majestic form: dunes,” 
said race director David Castera. “’Be 
Afraid’ seems to be the message of the 
route for the 2023 Dakar,” added or-

ganisers. Some 455 vehicles, with 865 
competitors including defending cham-
pions Nasser al-Attiyah (car) and Sam 
Sunderland (motorbike), are expect-
ed at the starting line on the Red Sea 
before taking in 8 549km, of which 4 
706km will be raced against the clock. 
The 45th edition of the Dakar will run 
from 31 December - 15 January, 2023, 
finishing up on the kingdom’s eastern 
sea border. Launched in 1979 between 
Paris and the Senegalese capital Dakar, 
the celebrated endurance challenge 
moved to Saudi Arabia for the first time 
in 2020 after a decade in South Ameri-
ca. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan head coach 
Saqlain Mushtaq, while terming the 
pitch at Pindi Cricket Stadium ‘un-
helpful for Pakistani bowlers’ on the 
opening day of first Test, credited En-
glish batters for playing well and dom-
inating with the bat. “There is no turn 
or swing on the pitch. England played 
very well and we didn’t bowl as per 

our plans,” he said in a presser after 
the end of the first day game. He said 
people enjoyed a lot, the way England 
played cricket. “Nothing went well for 
us and the pitch seemed the same as 
was in the Test against Australia earlier 
this year. I think the pitch should have 
been supportive,” he said. Saqlain said 
these were the best available bowlers 
Pakistan had as Shaheen Shah Afridi 
was also injured. “Naseem Shah did 
well in the series against Australia and 
Sri Lanka while Mohammad Ali was 
the top performer in the domestic sea-
son and Haris Rauf was also knocking 
with his performance. (APP)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: The more others say you are 
doing it wrong the more certain you 
can be that you are doing it right, and 
you must keep doing it. Good things 
come to those who have confidence in 
their own abilities, and you’ve got con-
fidence coming out of your ears!
– TAURUS: You may not enjoy making 
changes, certainly not for the fun of it, 
but you can see that the current situa-
tion is unstable and can’t stay the same 
for much longer. Be the first to make 
those changes. Be a leader rather than 
a follower.
– GEMINI: Stick to the rules in every-
thing you do today, because the plan-
ets warn if you cut corners even a little 
bit the powers that be will notice and 
come down on you hard. You need 
people in positions of authority on your 
side, so don’t make enemies of them.
– CANCER: Be wary of people whose 
ability with words has a way of obscur-
ing the truth rather than revealing it. 
You know who those people are and 
you know the best way to deal with 
them is to avoid them. Cross the street 
if you have to.
– LEO: Keep your eyes on the prize to-
day and don’t get distracted by events 
that have nothing to do with what you 
are working on. A single-minded ap-
proach to career matters is a must if 
you are to reach the heights you are 

capable of.
– VIRGO: There is something you 
desire but every time you reach out 
it moves further away. Maybe you 
should take the hint and accept that 
the universe doesn’t want you to have 
it, at least not yet. It may be frustrating 
but it’s for your own good.
– LIBRA: Steer clear of negative people 
today because you don’t want to get 
caught up in their worries and woes. 
You are not responsible for what’s go-
ing wrong in their lives, nor can you 
change it, so stand back and let them 
sort it out for themselves.
– SCORPIO: It might not come natu-
rally to you but you must keep certain 
thoughts and opinions to yourself over 
the next 24 hours. There is enough 
division in the world as it is and you 
won’t make things better by telling ev-
eryone they’ve got it wrong.
– SAGITTARIUS: Not everyone shares 
your big brain or your ability to get to 
the root of a problem, so make allow-
ances for those who are struggling to 
work out what is going on and what 
needs to be done about it. Most im-
portantly though, look out for number 
one.
– CAPRICORN: You seem to be having 
second thoughts about something that 
only a short time ago you believed in 
completely. It may be a matter of in-
stinct but if you look at the facts and 
apply common sense to the situation 
you’ll know for sure it’s time to quit.
– ACQUARIUS: Don’t waste your pre-
cious time looking back and wonder-
ing what might have been, Instead, 
look straight ahead and don’t doubt for 
a moment that you will get where you 
most want to be, and maybe sooner 
than you think. Self-belief is so import-
ant.
– PISCES: You must not allow self-
doubt to get a hold on you. Your 
thoughts create your reality and if you 
allow negative thinking to guide you 
then it’s unlikely you’ll end up some 
place good. Aim to be ridiculously pos-
itive at all times and in all situations.
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Zehra wins bronze medal 
in Int’l Taekwondo event

Badminton star Palwasha 
apologizes to her fans

KARACHI: Pakistan’s talented fe-
male athlete Fatimatuz Zehra won 
the bronze medal in International 
Taekwondo Russian Open Champi-
onship in Russia. In the semifinal of 
the -53kg category, she was defeat-
ed by Russia’s Sokolova Vladislava 
2-1 and 14-7. Earlier, Fatima won 
the quarter-final by beating Hong 
Kong’s Tung Kwok 9-0 and 12-2. In 
the -63kg contest, Russian Alexan-
dar Grigorey beat Pakistan’s Arbaz 
Khan 8-7, 10-4 and 18-10. Pakistan 
Taekwondo Federation President 
Col (retd) Waseem Ahmed Janjua, 
CEO Omar Saeed, Head Coach 
Yousuf Karami, and team Manager 
Zubair Macha have felicitated Fati-
ma on winning Bronze Medal and 
termed it a good omen for the wom-
en’s sports in the country.(Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan’s badminton 
star Palwasha Bashir once again 
fell prey to injury which ruled her 
out of action for some time. In an 
emotional Twitter post, Palwasha 
apologized to her coaches, fans, 
and training partners as she will 
not be able to continue playing for 
some time due to injury.  “To my 
badminton family & beyond. This is 
to inform you all on my injury sit-
uation. Keep me in your prayers,” 
she wrote. In March this year, Pal-
washa suffered a severe injury that 
ruled her out of the Commonwealth 
Games 2022 and national tourna-
ments. (Agencies)

Smith struggles as Micheluzzi leads Australian Open

Fury sees Chisora trilogy as catalyst for Muhammad Ali-style world tour

Saudi Arabia submits bid to host AFC Women’s Asian Cup 2026

Olympics mean no Paris finish for 2024 Tour de France

MELBOURNE: World number 
three Cameron Smith struggled on 
Thursday in the opening round of 
the Australian Open, falling behind 
course record-setting leader David 
Micheluzzi, while Grace Kim led the 
women’s tournament in Melbourne. 
British Open champion Smith was 
left frustrated after a difficult day 
in which he finished one-over par 
with four bogeys, leaving him tied 
for 64th. Smith, who won the Aus-
tralian PGA Championship last 
weekend, is playing in his first Aus-

tralian Open in three years, and will 
need to improve at Kingston Heath 
on Friday to make the halfway cut. 
“I thought it was all pretty rubbish 
to be honest,” Smith said. “That’s 
as bad as I’ve played in a long time. 

“The course was pretty difficult, the 
conditions were pretty difficult, but 
still I need to be better than that.” 
Local professional Micheluzzi set 
the benchmark, firing seven-under 
and course record 63 to lead by 
three shots from fellow Australian 
Matthew Griffin. Micheluzzi opened 
his round with a bogey on the 10th, 
but then reeled off eight birdies to 
march four shots clear at one stage. 
“I know this course like the back of 
my hand, and I got the putter going 
too,” Micheluzzi said. (Agencies)

LONDON: Tyson Fury wants to em-
ulate Muhammad Ali by embarking 
on a world tour following his all-Brit-
ish world heavyweight title fight with 
Derek Chisora in London on Satur-
day. For Fury, it is a matter of making 
up for lost time, following a mental 
health breakdown and the impact of 
Covid-19. “I have only had two years 
of activity in the last seven years, 
which is not great,” he said. “After I 
beat Chisora and after I beat Olek-

sandr Usyk next year, I am going to 
try and go on a massive campaign 
all over the world.” It is eight years 
since WBC champion Fury, unbeat-
en as a professional, convincingly 
defeated Chisora for a second time. 
Rather than a trilogy bout with Chi-
sora, many fans would rather Fury 
was involved in a unification fight 
with Usyk at the Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium this weekend or an alter-
native all-British clash with former 

world champion Anthony Joshua. 
Usyk holds the IBF, WBA and WBO 
versions of the heavyweight title, 
having taken them off Joshua in Sep-
tember last year. But the Ukrainian, 
after defeating Joshua again, in 
Jeddah in July, said he would not 
be ready to face Fury in December. 
Usyk appeared injured and mentally 
drained following months away from 
his family as a result of Russia s inva-
sion of Ukraine.(Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s has submit-
ted an official bid to the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation to host the AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup 2026. President 
of the Saudi Arabian Football Fed-
eration Yasser Al-Misehal said that 
hosting this tournament opens new 
horizons for women’s football in the 
Kingdom and the region. The Sau-

di delegation submitting the bid in-
cluded Saudi national team assistant 
coach Dana Rajab, and Saudi nation-
al team and Al-Shabab player Ragh-
ad Helmi. Saudi Arabia is competing 
with Jordan, Australia, and Uzbeki-
stan to host the event. The AFC is 
scheduled to make the decision in 
2023. The AFC Women’s Asian Cup 

2026 is expected to build on the sol-
id foundations of the tournament’s 
celebrated legacy.  Expanded from 
eight to 12 teams, not only was the 
AFC Women’s Asian Cup India 2022 
the biggest-ever edition in nearly two 
decades, but it was also organized by 
the largest-ever women’s delegation. 
(Agencies)

PARIS: For the primary time since 
1905, the Tour de France won’t make 
its typical finish in Paris in 2024, 
closing as an alternative with a time 
trial in Nice, organisers introduced 
on Thursday. Although the race has 
been introduced ahead one week to 
keep away from clashing straight 
with the Olympic Games, that are 
being hosted in 2024 by Paris, it 
would nonetheless finish on July 21, 
simply 5 days earlier than the open-
ing ceremony. Hence the choice to 
maneuver the finish to Nice on the  
Mediterranean coast. The metropo-

lis has hosted the Tour 37 instances 
beforehand with two begins, in 1981 
and 2020. “Nice is a city that shines. 
It’s known around the world,” Tour 
director Christian Prudhomme in-
structed AFP. “There is the beauty of 
the setting and the mountains near-
by. The city offers an exceptional 
setting and a great course.” As with 
Paris, Nice can be has iconic ave-
nues, with the race prone to culmi-
nate on the Promenade des Anglais. 
The race can even conclude with a 
doubtlessly decisive particular per-
son time-trial as an alternative of the 

normal dash finish over eight laps 
of the Champs-Elysees. A final-day 
time-trial produced a breath-taking 
finale in 1989 when American Greg 
Lemond took the general chief’s yel-
low jersey from surprised French-
man Laurent Fignon, profitable the 
Tour by simply eight seconds. The 
2024 version begins in Florence with 
three days in Italy anticipated, how-
ever as but no route particulars have 
been confirmed. Prudhomme was 
cagey in regards to the 2024 time-tri-
al size suggesting it might not be 
brief. (Agencies)

Japan stun Spain but both reach World Cup last 16

Athletics bosses praise ‘good governance’ in Russia

Pakistan draw against France after  
a thrilling contest in Nations Cup 2022

Malaysia to host BWF World Tour Super 100 event

Dakar 2023 promises more dunes in Empty Quarter

Saqlain sees Pindi pitch unhelpful for Pak bowlers
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SAN FRANCISCO: Police in San 
Francisco defended their potential 
use of killer robots, insisting they 
would be a “last resort” and only for 
very dangerous situations. Detectives 
in the California city, where residents 
complain of a spike in crime, were 
granted permission this week to de-
ploy machines capable of lethal force. 
City supervisors said if a high-rank-
ing San Francisco Police Department 
officer gives the green light, armed 
robots could be sent in to tackle very 
violent suspects, such as mass gun-
men or suicide bombers. “The use 
of robots in potentially deadly force 
situations is a last resort option,” San 
Francisco Police Chief William Scott 
said. “We live in a time when unthink-
able mass violence is becoming more 

commonplace. “We need the option to 
be able to save lives in the event we 
have that type of tragedy in our city.” 
SFPD already has a number of robots 
in its arsenal, which are remotely con-
trolled and used in “bomb situations, 
hazardous materials incidents, and 
other incidents where officers may 
need to keep a safe distance before 
rendering a scene secure”. the force 
said. (Agencies)

HANOI: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said Taiwan seriously infringed on 
Vietnam’s sovereignty when con-
ducting exercises on an island of the 
Truong Sa (Spratly) Archipelago. 
“Taiwan’s live-fire drill in the waters 
around Ba Binh Island in Vietnam’s 
Truong Sa Archipelago is a seri-
ous violation of Vietnam’s territo-
rial sovereignty, threatening peace, 
maritime stability, safety and securi-
ty, causing tension and complicating 
the situation in the East Sea,” For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman Le Thi 

Thu Hang said Friday. Hang made 
the statement when asked about 
Taiwan having conducted live-fire 
drills in the waters around Itu Aba, 
known as Ba Binh Island in Viet-
nam, on November 29. Hang said 
that Vietnam has for many years af-
firmed a clear and consistent stance 
towards Taiwan’s conduct of live-
fire firing in the waters around the 
island. “Vietnam resolutely opposes 
and asks Taiwan to cancel the above 
illegal activities and not repeat sim-
ilar violations,” she said. (Agencies)

ANKARA: A new law gives Turkey 
fresh ammunition to censor the me-
dia and silence dissent ahead of elec-
tions in which President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan plans to prolong his two 
decades in office, journalists and ac-
tivists say. Since 2014, when Erdogan 
became president, tens of thousands 
of people, from high-school teens to a 
former Miss Turkey have been prose-
cuted under a long-standing law that 
criminalises insulting the president. 
The law, passed in parliament in Oc-
tober, could see reporters and social 
media users jailed for up to three 
years for spreading what is branded 
“fake news”. “Prosecution, investiga-
tion and threats are part of our daily 
life,” Gokhan Bicici, editor-in-chief 
of Istanbul-based independent news 

portal dokuz8NEWS, told AFP at his 
news portal’s headquarters on the 
Asian side of the Bosphorus. “Being 
more careful, trying as much as possi-
ble not to be a target is the main con-
cern of many journalists in Turkey 
today, including the most free ones.” 
Press advocates say the new law 
could allow authorities to shut down 
the internet, preventing the public 
from hearing about exiled Turkish 
mob boss Sedat Peker’s claims about 
the government’s alleged dirty affairs. 
Or, they say, the government could re-
strict access to social media as they 
did after a November 13 bomb attack 
in Istanbul which killed six people 
and which authorities blamed on the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK). (Agencies)

BENGALURU: Scientists attending a 
global meeting on combating plastic 
pollution are calling for a reduction 
in the use of chemicals in their pro-
duction. Bethanie Carney Almroth, a 
professor of biological and environ-
mental sciences at the University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden, said that ad-
dressing plastics as materials rather 
than products will allow for increased 
innovation in product design to cut the 
amount and types of chemicals used. 
“Chemicals used in plastics number 
around 10,000, which include poly-
mers, smaller oligomers, unreacted 
monomers, additive chemicals and 

non-intentionally added chemicals,” 
Almroth said. The first meeting of a 
United Nations intergovernmental ne-
gotiating committee to develop a new 
global agreement to combat plastic 
pollution is being held in Uruguay this 
week. The aim is for countries to reach 
an agreement by the end of 2024, with 
adoption in 2025. Nine billion tonnes 

of non-recycled plastics were pro-
duced between 1950 and 2017. Nearly 
80% of that has been buried in land-
fill or released into the environment, 
impacting human health and ecosys-
tems. The UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights on Nov 28 tweeted 
about the need for meaningful and 
inclusive participation in the plastics 
treaty that puts people before corpo-
rate profits. Transparency regarding 
the use of chemicals will allow for 
more informed decisions to regulate 
their use in different products, and al-
low for the safe reuse and recycling of 
plastics, experts say. (Agencies)
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CLASSIFIEDJapan, Australia to hold ‘2-plus-2’ security talks in Tokyo
TOKYO: The defense and foreign 
ministers of Japan and Australia 
are set to meet in Tokyo next week, 
the Japanese government said Fri-
day, as China’s military buildup and 
North Korea’s missile and nuclear 
programs threaten regional security. 
At the planned “two-plus-two” talks 
on Dec. 9, the four ministers are ex-
pected to exchange views on how 
to promote their defense coopera-
tion “given the increasingly severe 
strategic security in the Indo-Pacific 
region,” the Japanese Foreign Min-
istry said. Foreign Minister Yoshi-
masa Hayashi and Defense Minis-

ter Yasukazu Hamada are slated to 
host their Australian counterparts, 
Penny Wong and Richard Marles, 
according to the ministry. It would 
be the first in-person two-plus-two 
talks between Japan and Austra-
lia since October 2018. Tokyo and 
Canberra last held a similar meet-

ing in June 2021 in virtual format.
(Agencies) The foreign and defense 
chiefs are likely to talk about the 
two countries’ joint declaration on 
security cooperation, signed in Oc-
tober by Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida and his Australian 
counterpart Anthony Albanese, who 
took office in May. In the declara-
tion, the two leaders reaffirmed the 
“vital special strategic partnership” 
between the two nations and reiter-
ated their commitment to realizing 
a “shared vision for a free and open 
Indo-Pacific region that is inclusive 
and resilient.” (Agencies)

US names anti-Pakistan 
groups ‘terrorist’ outfits

Two killed in Kabul attack

Hundreds left stranded in 
homes after floods in Brazil

Indonesia set to penalise 
sex outside marriage

EU assists Lebanon’s 
armed forces with €6m

UK opposition wins polls  
in blow to Sunak’s party

ISLAMABAD: The United States 
has added a key anti-Pakistani 
militant group and its al-Qaida 
branch to its list of “global terror-
ists,” triggering sanctions against 
the groups amid a resurgence of 
militant violence in this Islamic na-
tion. Both groups operate from Af-
ghanistan, but they have hideouts 
in Pakistan’s former tribal regions 
in the northwest and elsewhere as 
well. Thursday’s announcement 
by the State Department comes 
days after the Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan, known as TTP, ended a 
monthslong ceasefire with Paki-
stan and resumed attacks across 
the country. The threat issued by 
the TTP forced Pakistani author-
ities to take additional measures, 
and security was tight on orders 
from the Interior Ministry outside 
worship and other public places 
Friday amid fears of more attacks. 
(Agencies)

KABUL: Three unidentified mili-
tants detonated a car bomb Friday 
and tried to storm the headquarters 
of an Afghan party headed by veter-
an politician Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
officials said. Ghairat Baheer, an 
official with the Hizb-e-Islami par-
ty, said two attackers were killed as 
they tried to enter the Kabul build-
ing which also houses a mosque and 
a third escaped. “The car detonated 
outside, so there was little damage,” 
he said. Officials said Hekmatyar a 
wily politician who served as prime 
minister in the 1990s was inside at 
the time, but was unhurt. Obaidul-
lah Muddabir, a senior district po-
lice officer, confirmed two attackers 
had been killed, but said he believed 
the third had been captured. “I am 
outside the compound... the sit-
uation is under control,” he said. 
(Agencies)

SAO PAULO: Heavy rains caused 
serious flooding in southern Brazil 
yesterday, where rescuers in the 
southern state of Santa Catarina 
were dispatched to help evacuate 
hundreds of families trapped in 
their homes. Video footage pro-
vided by Santa Catarina’s civil de-
fence unit showed helicopters flying 
over muddy water that had sub-
merged houses up to the roofline. 
Helicopters hovered above some 
houses so firefighters could lift fam-
ilies to safety. Over 880 people have 
been evacuated so far, authorities 
said. Santa Catarina officials called 
on people to avoid road travel, as a 
state of emergency was declared in 
several cities. Flooding at this time 
of the year around Brazil is common 
and has caused devastation for de-
cades. In February, 94 people died 
in mudslides after heavy rains in the 
historic Brazilian mountain town 
of Petropolis, near Rio de Janeiro. 
(Agencies)

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s parliament 
is expected to pass a new criminal 
code this month that will penalise 
sex outside marriage with a pun-
ishment of up to one year in jail, 
officials have confirmed. The leg-
islative overhaul will also ban in-
sulting the president or state insti-
tutions and expressing any views 
counter to Indonesia’s state ideol-
ogy. Cohabitation before marriage 
is also banned. Decades in the 
making, the new criminal code is 
expected to be passed on Dec 15, 
Indonesia’s deputy justice minis-
ter, Edward Omar Sharif Hiariej, 
told Reuters. 
“We’re proud to have a criminal 
code that’s in line with Indonesian 
values,” he told Reuters in an inter-
view. Bambang Wuryanto, a law-
maker involved in the draft, said 
the new code could be passed by as 
early as next week. The draft has 
the support of some Islamic groups 
in a country where conservatism is 
on the rise, although opponents 
argue that it reverses liberal re-
forms enacted after the 1998 fall 
of authoritarian leader Suharto.  
(Agencies)

BEIRUT: The council of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) adopted an as-
sistance measure worth €6 million 
($6.3 million) to benefit the Leba-
nese Armed Forces (LAF). A state-
ment issued by the EU delegation 
in Lebanon said that the assistance 
measure, adopted by the council 
under the European Peace Facility, 
will enhance the capabilities and 
the resilience of the LAF to ensure 
the security and stability of Leba-
non through the enhancement of 
their military medical capacities, 
and the provision of equipment 
for the LAF’s operational person-
nel. The statement added that the 
assistance measure will finance 
healthcare equipment to support 
military medical services and per-
sonal gear, Xinhua news agency 
reported. Lebanon requested as-
sistance from the EU in October. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: Britain’s opposition La-
bour Party has handily won a special 
election for a northwest England 
seat in Parliament, the first test of 
voter sentiment since Conservative 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak took 
office in October. Labour held onto 
the City of Chester constituency 
with an increased vote share of 61%, 
according to results announced Fri-
day. Labour won 50% of the votes in 
Chester at the last national election 
in 2019. Labour leader Keir Starmer 
said the result showed people are 
“fed up” with the Conservative gov-
ernment. Thursday’s election was 
called after Labour lawmaker Chris-
tian Matheson stepped down over 
allegations that he made inappro-
priate sexual advances to a member 
of his staff. The result is bad news 
for the Conservatives, whose pop-
ularity has been hammered by the 
scandal-plagued three-year-term 
of former Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, which ended in Septem-
ber, and weeks of turmoil under 
his short-term successor, Liz Truss. 
(Agencies)
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Philippines’ largest prison holds mass burial for 70 inmates
MANILA: The bodies of 70 inmates 
from the Philippines’ largest prison 
were laid to rest Friday in a mass 
burial, weeks after their decompos-
ing remains were discovered in a 
Manila funeral home. They were 
among 176 corpses found by po-
lice during an investigation into the 
death of an inmate, who was accused 
of being involved in the killing of a 
journalist in early October. Most 
of the deaths were due to “natural 
causes,” said Cecilia Villanueva, 
the Bureau of Corrections’ acting 

director for health and welfare ser-
vices. Among them was a Japanese 
national. Villanueva said 127 of the 
140 bodies buried so far were badly 
decomposed and could not be autop-
sied again. The bodies began piling 
up in the funeral home in December 
2021 after their families — most of 
them poor — did not claim them. Vil-
lanueva blamed “constraints” for the 
failure of corrections staff to ensure 
the inmates were given timely buri-
als. Bodies are normally held at the 
accredited funeral home for three 

months to give relatives time to re-
trieve them. Friday’s mass burial was 
the biggest ever by the Bureau of 
Corrections, Villanueva told report-
ers. Minimum security inmates car-
ried the 70 plywood coffins to their 
final resting place — cheap concrete 
tombs in a cemetery inside the pris-
on complex. The gruesome discov-
ery at the funeral home was only the 
latest scandal to rock the troubled 
Bureau of Corrections, which runs 
the country’s overcrowded prison 
system. (Agencies)
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