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US unveils high-tech B-21 nuclear bomber

Australian MPs delegation to visit Taiwan

Democrats shake up 2024 presidential  
primary calendar

US, Brazil plan Biden-Lula meeting in Washington

WASHINGTON: Northrop Grumman 
Corp rolled out its new B-21 “Raider” 
jet, the first of a new fleet of long-range 
stealth nuclear bombers for the US air 
force. The B-21 was unveiled during 
a dramatic ceremony at Northrop’s 
Plant 42 in Palmdale, California, of-
fering members of the public the first 
look at the new bomber. The B-21, 
which carries a similar “flying wing” 
shape to its predecessor, the B-2, will 
be able to deliver both convention-
al and nuclear weapons around the 
world using long-range and mid-air 
refuelling capabilities. The aircraft 
were projected to cost approximately 
US$550 million each in 2010 dollars, 

or about US$750 million in today’s 
inflation-adjusted dollars. The air 
force planned to buy at least 100 of 
the planes and begin to replace B-1 
and B-2 bombers. Northrop beat out 
a team comprised of Boeing Co and 
Lockheed Martin Corp when it won 
the 2015 contract to make the bomber. 
Engine maker Pratt & Whitney, Col-
lins Aerospace, GKN Aerospace, BAE 
Systems and Spirit Aerosystems are 
among the more than 400 suppliers in 
40 states. Northrop is calling the plane 
a sixth generation aircraft given its 
ability to connect to other aircraft and 
easily integrate future weapons into 
its systems architecture. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: A group of Australian MPs 
will leave Sunday for a five-day visit 
to Taiwan, a spokesman for one of 
the politicians said Saturday, risking 
China’s ire just as Beijing-Canberra 
relations appeared to be thawing. 
The bipartisan trip will be the first 
such Taiwan visit in more than three 
years, a period marked by a long 
disruption to air travel caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Details of 
the visit were confirmed to AFP by 
a spokesman for Scott Buchholz, a 
conservative MP who is in the del-
egation. Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese sought to play down the 
mission’s significance after it was 
first reported by the Weekend Aus-
tralian newspaper. “There have been 

backbench visits to Taiwan for a long 
time. This is another one. This isn’t a 
government visit,” he told reporters. 
Albanese said both major Australian 
political parties supported the “One 
China” policy, which recognises Bei-
jing, not Taipei, while backing the 
status quo on the self-ruled island. 
Asked about the aims of the trip, he 
said: “I have no idea. I’m not going. 
You should ask them.” The delega-
tion of six MPs includes members of 
the centre-left ruling Labor Party as 
well as the conservative opposition 
Liberal Party and its ally, the National 
Party. Former deputy prime minister 
Barnaby Joyce, of the National Party, 
is part of the group, the spokesman 
for Buchholz said. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Democrats voted on 
Friday to shake up their presidential 
primaries calendar in 2024 to give 
greater sway to African Americans 
in choosing the party’s White House 
candidate. The surprise move came 
one day after President Joe Biden, 
who has said he plans another White 
House run in 2024, suggested chang-
es to the Democratic Party’s pres-
idential nominating calendar. The 
eyes of the world have traditionally 
been focused every four years on ru-
ral, overwhelmingly white Iowa and 
tiny New Hampshire as the kickoff 
states for the monthslong process 
of selecting presidential candidates. 
Biden, in a letter on Thursday to 
the Democratic National Commit-
tee’s rules and bylaws committee, 
proposed that the first Democratic 

primary of 2024 be held in South 
Carolina, which has a large Black 
population. The committee, in a 
voice vote, approved the move on 
Friday with only the members from 
Iowa and New Hampshire opposing 
the change. The new calendar will be 
put to a vote of the full DNC in Febru-
ary 2023. Biden’s victory in the Dem-
ocratic presidential primary in South 
Carolina in 2020 helped revive his 
flagging candidacy and propelled the 
former vice president to the nomina-
tion and eventually the White House. 
In his letter, Biden said, “You cannot 
be the Democratic nominee and win 
a general election unless you have 
overwhelming support from voters 
of color -- and that includes Black, 
Brown and Asian American & Pacific 
Islander voters. (Agencies)

BRASLIA: Brazilian president-elect 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and US offi-
cials said Friday he is planning to meet 
with President Joe Biden at the White 
House, likely before taking office on 
January 1. “I can confirm that we are 
planning for a visit,” White House Na-
tional Security Council spokesman 
John Kirby told reporters. “We look 
forward to welcoming president Lula 
here at the appropriate time.” Another 

NSC spokeswoman, Adrienne Wat-
son, said that Biden’s national securi-
ty advisor, Jake Sullivan, would travel 
to Brazil Monday to meet with Lula, 
as well as with members of outgoing 
President Jair Bolsonaro’s adminis-
tration. Veteran leftist Lula defeated 
far-right incumbent Bolsonaro in a 
hard-fought election in October, re-
turning to power after two presiden-
tial terms served from 2003 to 2011. 
Lula said he and Sullivan would “hold 
talks and discuss the date” for a visit to 
Washington -- probably after Decem-
ber 12, the day his victory is formally 
ratified by Brazil’s electoral tribunal, 
he told a news conference in Brasil-
ia. US-Brazilian relations have chilled 
since Biden defeated former president 
Donald Trump. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON/MOSCOW: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden does not intend to speak 
to his Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin about ending the Ukraine war as 
conditions for such discussions current-
ly do not exist, the White House said. 
“We’re just not at a point now where 
talks seem to be a fruitful avenue to 
approach right now,” national security 
spokesperson John Kirby told report-
ers. Russia said the West must recog-
nise Moscow’s declared annexation in 
September of “new territories” before 
any talks with Putin. “The president of 
the Russian Federation has always been, 
is, and remains open to negotiations in 
order to ensure our interests,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told report-
ers. Officials in the southern Ukrainian 
region of Kherson announced on Satur-
day they would help citizens evacuate 
from parts of Russian-occupied territo-
ry on the east bank of the Dnipro River 
amid fears of intensified fighting. The 
regional governor, said officials were 
temporarily lifting a ban on crossings 
to allow Ukrainians living in villages 
across the river to traverse the Dnipro 
during daylight hours and to a desig-
nated point. Russia is likely planning 
to encircle the Donetsk Oblast town 
of Bakhmut with tactical advances to 
the north and south, Britain’s defence 
ministry said on Saturday. The capture 
of the town would have limited opera-
tional value but it can potentially allow 
Russia to threaten Kramatorsk and 
Sloviansk, the ministry added in a daily 
intelligence update. Germany’s Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz said it was “right” to 
support Ukraine during his assessmet 

of the first year of three-party coalition 
which has been overshadowed by the 
war in Ukraine. “Of course, this year 
has been marked first and foremost by 
Russia’s brutal war against Ukraine,” 
he said in his weekly video message. 
“Every day we see the destruction. Ev-
ery day we follow how many people 
become victims of Russian bombs. And 
that’s why it was right for us to support 
Ukraine, financially, for humanitarian 
reasons and also with weapons.” Mean-
while, Ukraine’s embassy in Madrid re-
ceived a parcel containing animal eyes, 
the latest in a series of similar “bloody 
packages” sent to its diplomatic mis-
sions across Europe, Ukrainian and 
Spanish officials said. Police cordoned 
off the compound in the Spanish capi-
tal and started searching the area with 
sniffer dogs. The packages, soaked in a 
liquid with a distinctive colour and smell, 
have been sent to embassies in Hunga-
ry, the Netherlands, Poland, Croatia and 
Italy, to general consulates in Naples 
and Krakow, and the consulate in Brno, 
Ukraine foreign ministry spokesperson 
Oleg Nikolenko said. Ukrainian men 
and women practiced mine-sweeping 
in one of the first military exercises of-
fered by the EU’s new training mission 
for the country’s armed forces, part of a 
shift by the bloc to undertake more de-
fense initiatives since Russia launched 
its war on its borders.  In fields near a 
small town of Brzeg, in southwestern 
Poland, a group of soldiers have been 
receiving instructions for more than a 
week on de-mining techniques and how 
to defuse booby traps from internation-
al military trainers, including Canadian 

sappers. The Ukrainian General Staff of 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine reported 
that Russia has lost 90,600 troops since 
the war started in Ukraine on February 
24. They also wrote on Facebook that 
Russia lost 2,917 tanks, 5,886 armored 
fighting vehicles, 1,906 artillery systems, 
395 multiple launch rocket systems, 210 
air defense systems, 280 airplanes, 263 
helicopters, 1,572 drones, and 16 boats. 
Weapons shipped from Western coun-
tries to Ukraine are “beginning to filter” 
to the Lake Chad basin region, Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari warned 
this week. Buhari went on to urge his 
counterparts to step up security coop-
eration in the interest of combating the 
threat of weapons smuggling. Along-
side the leaders of Benin, Chad, Niger, 
and Central African Republic, the Nige-
rian president agreed to step up military 
coordination in their countries. Russian 
political leaders and Interpol officials 
alike have warned for months that 
weapons sent to Ukrainian nationalists 
are likely to end up in the hands of hard-
ened criminals in Europe and beyond.
Major aircraft manufacturer Airbus 
expects to cut its reliance on Russian 
titanium supplies within months, Mi-
chael Schoellhorn, chief executive of 
the group’s Defence & Space division 
said. The US forces stationed in Lithua-
nia have switched their stance from de-
terrence of Russia to combat readiness, 
Lithuanian Chief of Defense Lieutenant 
General Valdemaras Rupsys has said. 
The country shares a border with Rus-
sia’s Kaliningrad exclave on the Baltic 
Sea, as well as with Belarus and Latvia.
(Agencies)

– Kherson officials ease river crossings from Russian-held territory

Biden has ‘no intention’ to speak to Putin
– Russia likely encircle Donetsk town - UK. – Airbus to cut Russian titanium purchases – Reuters. 

– Germany’s Scholz: ‘It was right for us to support Ukraine’.
– Ukrainian embassies receive ‘packages’ containing animal eyes.
– EU starts training Ukrainian troops as bloc expands military role. 

– Russia has lost 90,600 troops, claims Ukrainian general.
– Weapons Sent to Ukraine ‘Beginning to Filter’ to Africa - Nigerian President

BEIJING: Several major Chinese cit-
ies, including Beijing and Tianjin, an-
nounced they would scrap checks of 
two-day or three-day valid COVID-19 
test results previously required for 
passengers of public transportation. 
Residents in cities such as Chengdu 
and Guangzhou no longer need to 
show test results when entering most 
public places, Global Times report-
ed. Beijing announced that 48-hour 

valid nucleic acid tests are no longer 
needed on buses and subways start-
ing next Monday. Passengers must 
still keep their masks on, the Beijing 
government said. Beijing’s shopping 
malls will all be open starting from 
December 3, although some still can-
not provide dine-in services, and a 48-
hour test is required, media reported. 
The capital’s health commission on 
Friday urged residents to fulfil their 

duties in preventing COVID-19, and 
“be the first person responsible for 
your own health,” a phrase recently 
used by the local government after 
the release of the country’s optimized 
COVID-19 response measures. The 
subway operators in Tianjin, Bei-
jing’s close neighbor, also scrapped 
checks for 72-hour valid nucleic acid 
tests for passengers starting Friday. 
*APP*

UNITED NATIONS: The UN Security 
Council issued a press statement con-
demning in “the strongest terms” Fri-
day’s terrorist attack on the Pakistani 
embassy in Kabul that targeted the 
Head of the Mission and called for en-
suring the safety of diplomatic and con-
sular premises. The 15-member Coun-
cil, acting by consensus, also wished a 
speedy and full recovery to the security 
guard who was critically injured in the 
“reprehensible” attack. The statement, 

which came hours after the news of the 
attack reached here, underscored the 
need for bringing the perpetrators of 
the attack to justice. “The members of 
the Security Council called on all rele-
vant parties to respect and ensure the 
safety and security of diplomatic and 
consular premises and personnel of 
United Nations Member States,” it said. 
The statement added, “The members of 
the Security Council stressed the funda-
mental principle of the inviolability of 

diplomatic and consular premises, and 
the obligations on receiving States un-
der the 1961 Vienna Convention on Dip-
lomatic Relations and the 1963 Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations, to 
take all appropriate steps to protect dip-
lomatic and consular premises against 
any intrusion or damage and to prevent 
any disturbance of the peace of these 
missions or impairment of their dignity 
and any attack on diplomatic premises, 
agents and consular officers. (Agencies)

The American whistleblower has now 
become a full-fledged Russian citizen, 
his lawyer says. Former CIA and Na-
tional Security Agency (NSA) officer 
Edward Snowden has received his Rus-
sian passport after having been granted 
citizenship by President Vladimir Putin 
earlier this year. According to Snowden’s 
lawyer, Anatoly Kucherena, who spoke 
with Interfax on Friday, the whistleblow-
er has also taken an oath mandated by 
law in order to become a full-fledged 
Russian citizen. Kucherena noted that 

since Snowden now holds a Russian 
passport, he cannot be legally extradit-
ed to any foreign state seeking charges 

against him. In the US, where he stands 
accused of espionage and theft of state 
property. When Snowden was granted 
citizenship in late September, concerns 
were raised that the whistleblower 
could now be drafted into the Russian 
army and sent to fight in Ukraine. His 
lawyer, however, has explained that 
although Snowden is now technically 
a Russian citizen of military age, he is 
not eligible for mobilization because he 
has never served in the Russian army.  
(APP)

Beijing, several other cities scrap check on Covid-19  
tests for public transportation

UNSC condemns attack on Pakistani embassy in Kabul,  
demands punishment to perpetrators

Edward Snowden receives Russian passport – lawyer
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Pakistan Teh-
reeke-e-Insaf (PTI) parliamentary 
party on Saturday authorized PTI 
chief Imran Khan to dissolve the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly. 
PTI’s parliamentary party meeting 
held in Peshawar, in which KP Chief 
Minister Mahmood Khan also partic-
ipated. During the meeting, the party 
members, while reiterating their call 
to support the former premier’s de-
cision to exit all Assemblies said that 
the KP Assembly belongs to Imran 
Khan, adding that all the lawmakers 
have also begun the preparations for 
new elections. Also, CM Mahmood 
Khan said that “I will leave the CM-
ship within a minute if Imran Khan 
orders.” Meanwhile CM KP Mah-
mood Khan has said that Chairman 
Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf is the last 
hope for the people of Pakistan and 
the entire nation stands by him in his 

struggle for real independence of the 
motherland. The Parliamentary Par-
ty of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is waiting 
for the signal from Imran Khan re-
garding dissolution of the Assembly, 
adding that when the green signal 
from the Party Chairman is received, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly 
will be dissolved on the same day. 
He expressed these views while ad-
dressing the Parliamentary Party 
meeting of PTI held on Saturday.  
PTI chairman Imran Khan chaired 
the meeting and addressed the par-

ticipants via video link. The Chief 
Minister thanked the Party Chair-
man Imran Khan for chairing the 
Parliamentary Party meeting and 
said that members of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Assembly are ready for 
the next elections and firmly stand 
by the Party Chief for the real inde-
pendence of the country.  Mahmood 
Khan maintained that Parliamentari-
ans from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will 
not hesitate from any sacrifice for 
the true independence and prosper-
ity of the nation.
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 KP lawmakers give Imran authority to dissolve assembly

World day of persons with disabilities observed in Waziristan

Govt to empower tribal youth with higher education heading towards success

PESHAWAR: District administra-
tion North Waziristan in collabo-
ration with Social Welfare Depart-
ment and local non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) observed the 
International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities on Saturday. Besides, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) North 
Waziristan, Shahid Ali Khan, Com-

mandant Tochi Scouts, Brigadier 
Rizwan, chairman Tehsil Council, 
Maulana Nek Zaman, civil and mil-
itary officer, local elders, and per-
sons with disabilities from across 
the district attended the function. 
On this occasion, persons with dis-
abilities highlighted their problems 
and hardships before the govern-
ment officials. Addressing the par-
ticipants, DC Shahid Ali Khan and 
Commandant Tochi Scouts, Brig-
adier Rizwan assured the persons 
with disabilities regarding special 
quota in technical education, in-

ternship quota for qualified dis-
abled persons, the establishment 
of the special counter in NADRA 
office, provision of domicile to 
such persons at their door steps, 
provision of wheelchairs and other 
welfare activities for them. On this 
occasion, the deputy commissioner 
also announced the establishment 
of a special fund for disabled per-
sons and donated a donation of 
Rs.0.2 million in it from his own 
pocket, while Malik Khan Marjan 
also announced Rs.50,000/- in the 
fund. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Embarking upon a mis-
sion to empower tribal youth with an 
ornament of quality higher educa-
tion, the Federal and Provincial Gov-
ernments have accelerated efforts to 
strengthen education infrastructure, 
establish new colleges, universities 
and libraries besides increasing sti-
pends for male and female students 
of merged districts to bring them 
at par with the students of settled 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Following the decades-long neglect in 
terms of education facilities, the trib-
al districts have now been witnessing 
substantial growth in the education 
sector where presently about Rs20 
billion development projects were 
in progress under the accelerated 
implementation program (AIP 2019-
23), which upon completion would 
change the destiny of tribesmen. 
The gigantic projects include estab-
lishment of 12 new colleges, rehabil-
itation, provision of missing facilities 
to existing colleges, commencement 
of BS programme, scholarships to 
students, solarization of colleges and 
educational institutes, recruitment 
of teaching faculty and provision of 
transport facility to facilitate students 
especially girls in erstwhile Fata. 
Muhammad Islam Khan, Senior 
Planning Officer, Higher Education 
Department told APP that under 
three years’ AIP, a joint venture of 

the Federal and KP Governments 
started after KP-Fata merger, work 
on different mega projects amount-
ing to Rs20 billion were underway 
in all seven merged tribal districts. 
Besides construction of 12 new col-
leges, he said five government de-
gree colleges for girls were being 
established in merged areas, adding 
classes in newly established govern-
ment degree colleges for boys at Bara 
and Landi Kotal in Khyber tribal dis-
trict and government boys degree 
college at Penk in former Frontier 
Region Tank has also been started. 
Out of these 12 new colleges, he 
said four colleges were being estab-
lished in Bajaur, two in Khyber, one 
each in Kurram and Bakakhel (for-
mer FR Bannu), three each in North 
Waziristan and South Waziristan. 
“Today is the age of information tech-
nology, science and quality higher ed-
ucation vital for sustainable economic 
progress and development to achieve 
educational goals,” he said adding the 
universities and teaching faculty, in-
cluding lecturers, assistant professors 
and others, play an important role in 
imparting knowledge to tribal youth. 
For a knowledgeable society and 
promoting research works in col-
leges and universities, he said 
one each library was being estab-
lished in Khyber, Mohmand, Ba-
jaur, Kurram, Orakzai, North Wa-

ziristan and South Waziristan. 
Besides strengthening Fata Universi-
ty near Dara Adamkhel, he said the 
Government has decided to estab-
lish Bajaur University at Khar with 
an estimated cost of Rs one billion 
under AIP. He said Bajaur Universi-
ty would help save time and money 
of tribal students who mostly come 
to Peshawar for higher education. 
Islam Khan said that 10 new col-
leges were completed in merged 
areas raising its total number to 
55, adding 300 new lecturers and 
subject specialists were recruited 
for 45 colleges in tribal districts. 
To address challenges of energy 
shortfall and improve literacy rate, 
he said work on solarization of col-
leges costing Rs1.6 billion has been 
started in erstwhile Fata.  New ve-
hicles were recently provided to the 
principals of 45 colleges including 
24 boys, 15 girls and six commerce 
colleges of merged areas to pro-
vide pick and drop to all students. 
The government would spend Rs1.18 
on the transport project that would 
benefit around 25,000 tribal stu-
dents. Similarly, 10 more transport 
vehicles and buses would be provid-
ed to the newly established colleges. 
Medical colleges and Engineer-
ing universities are planned in all 
merged districts while work on an 
Education City in South Waziristan 

is underway. The government has 
also planned to establish the campus 
of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Wom-
en University (SBBWU) in tribal 
areas to provide quality education 
to girls students at their doorsteps. 
To encourage talented tribal students 
to continue their studies without fac-
ing financial constraints, Rs. 1.399 bil-
lion were earmarked to provide 5,500 
internships to the tribal students. 
Former Provincial Minister, Wajid Ali 
Khan said that the PTI government 
needs to focus on sustainability and 
economic empowerment of existing 
universities and avoid opening new 
universities for political point scoring. 
He suggested establishment of cam-
puses of different universities instead 
of separate universities of medical, en-
gineering, agriculture, law etc to save 
the financial resources of KP that was 
already facing financial problems. 
Wajid said internationally many re-
nowned universities have established 
their schools of medicine, engineer-
ing, business, and other disciplines 
under one roof for better economic 
management and good governance. 
The absence of quality research, 
outdated and conventional teach-
ing methods and the divide between 
teachers’ tenure track and basic pay 
scale were adversely affecting the 
quality of higher education in KP, he 
maintained. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.25 231.25

China Yuan 31.38 31.63

Japanese Yen 1.85 1.89

Saudi Riyal 63.3 63.9

U.A.E Dirham 65.4 65.9

UK Pound 287.1 290

Euro 247.5 250

Australian Dollar 150.29 151.54

Canadian Dollar 164.72 166.07

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
151500

Rs. 
138874

Rs. 
132563

Rs. 
113625

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129900

Rs. 
119074

Rs. 
113663

Rs. 97425

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12990 Rs. 11907 Rs. 11366 Rs. 9743

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
368300

Rs. 
337606

Rs. 
322263

Rs. 
276225

4.5 magnitude quake jolts parts of KP

KPPSC announces ability tests  
for various posts from Dec 8-16

Polling on general member seat Risalpur cantt today

Vintage car rally reaches Landikotal

– To boost mutual trade ties
SCCI, Uzbek envoy, agreed to hold trade exhibitions 

PESHAWAR: An earthquake mea-
suring 4.5 on the Richter scale 
jolted several cities of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province includ-
ing Peshawar in the wee hours of 
Saturday. People came out of their 
homes in panic and started recit-
ing verses from the Holy Quran. 
No loss of life and property was 

reported from any part of the prov-
ince due to earthquake, a private 
news channel reported. According 
to US Geological Survey (USGS), 
the epicenter of the earthquake 
was located in the northeastern 
mountainous region in Afghani-
stan at the depth of 94 kilometres.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Public Service Commission 
(KPPSC) has announced the sched-
ule of ability tests of various cadre 
posts in different departments from 
December 8 to 16. In a notification 
issued here Saturday by Controller 
of Examination KPPSC, the abil-
ity tests would be held for differ-
ent cadre posts including assistant 
director, assistant superintendent 
jail (male), sub-inspector tourism, 
monitoring inspector, social mobi-
lize, payroll and probation officer, 
assistant professors botany, mathe-
matics, Pakistan study, commerce, 
history-cum-civics, physics, and 

principal/associate profession com-
merce. The candidates can get their 
roll number slips from the Commis-
sion’s website www.kppsc.gov.pk. 
No separate roll number slip would 
be sent to any candidates regarding 
the test. In case of any query, the 
candidates can contact the com-
mission on telephone numbers 091-
9212976, 091-9214131, 9212897, 
9213750, 9213563 (Ext: No 105, 
113) or visit office on any working 
day. All the Candidates are directed 
to confirm their roll numbers and 
location of halls one day before the 
date of the exam to avoid any incon-
venience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Polling for the vacant 
seat of General Member in Risal-
pur Cantonment board of District 
Nowshera will be held on Sunday 
(Tomorrow) The spokesman of the 
Election Commission Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa on Saturday said that the 
election material was handed over to 
all the presiding staff and sent to their 
respective polling stations. Polling 
will begin at 8:00 a.m., and will con-
tinue till 5:00 p.m. without any break. 

A control room has been set up in 
the office of the Provincial Election 
Commissioner to closely monitor the 
elections. A total of three candidates 
are in the run. A total of 6,649 voters 
would exercise their right to vote of 
which the number of male voters is 
3,590 and female voters 3,059. A total 
of six polling stations have been set 
up with which three polling stations 
for men and three for women have 
been set up. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The 13th Vintage and 
Classic Car Rally on Saturday reached 
Machni Post and Khyber Rifles Mess 
Lindi Kotal via historic Khyber Pass. 
The 13th Vintage and Classic Car 
Rally in collaboration with Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Sports and Youth Af-
fairs, Land Rover and Security Forces 
is being organized from 2nd to 4th 
December 2022 in Swabi, Peshawar 
and Khyber District. The 13th edition 
of the Vintage and Classic Car Rally 
reached Peshawar on December 2 via 
Swabi. Today, the Rally reached at 
Fort Balahisar Peshawar where vin-
tage and classic cars were exhibited. 
The car rally passed through Bab-e- 
Khyber and reached the historic Khy-

ber Pass and Machni Post, where the 
participants were briefed about the 
historical significance of Khyber Pass 
and Torkham Border. After the dis-
play of cars at Machni Post, the rally 
reached the Khyber Rifles Officers’ 
Mess Landikotal where they wit-
nessed traditional Khattak, Mehsud, 
Chitrali and other local dances. On 
this occasion, the organizers and par-
ticipants said that vintage and classic 
car rally is organized every year in Pe-
shawar and Khyber where car lovers 
from all over Pakistan participate with 
great enthusiasm, which is a reflec-
tion of the fact that the tribal districts 
are peaceful and the people here are 
hospitable. (APP)

PESHAWAR: President, Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) 
Muhammad Ishaq and Ambassador 
of Uzbekistan in Pakistan, Mr Aybek 
Arif Usmanov have agreed to orga-
nize trade exhibitions in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Republic of Uzbekistan, 
meant to further strengthen Pak-Uz-
bek bilateral trade relations. The agree-
ment was reached during a meeting 
SCCI delegation led by its president 
Muhamamd Ishaq with Ambassador 
of Uzbekistan in Pakistan, Mr Aybek 
Arif Usmanov in embassy Islamabad, 
said in a press release on Saturday. 
The SCCI consisted of senior vice pres-
ident Shahid Hussain, former president 
Sherbaz Bilour, former vice presidents 
Junaid Altaf, Haris Mufti and Naeem 
ur Rehman. Uzbekistan Commercial 
Consular in Islamabad, Mr Bahraam 
Yusupnov was also present in the 
meeting.   Muhammad Ishaq while 
speaking on the occasion informed a 
frame a concrete mechanism  would 
be devised under the chamber plan to 
improve Pak-Uzbek bilateral trade re-

lations, by bringing business commu-
nity of the two countries closer to each 
other, removal of trade barriers, taking 
common benefits from experiences/
expertise and crossing border facility 
to citizens/travelers.   Our plan would 
play a vital role in boosting up bilateral 
trade and economic relations between 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan, the SCCI 
chief claimed. He elaborated business 
to business meetings, trade exhibitions, 
exploiting potentials of the both coun-
tries, experiences and expertise are 
part of our holistic programme. Talking 
about impediments in bilateral trade, 
Shahid Hussain said transit charges on 
coal importing from Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan via Afghanistan have been 
increased by $50-55 per ton from previ-
ous $8-11per ton, which has negatively 
impacted on the mutual trade between 
the two countries.  The SCCI’s SVP 
requested the Government of Uzbeki-
stan/concerned authorities to take up 
the transit fee issue with the incumbent 
Afghan government to give relief to the 
business community. (PR)
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Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah strongly condemned the 
blast at the Bileli area of Balochistan and said TTP claimed 
responsibility for the attack. It created a fear. However, things 
are still under the government’s control. He said TTP is getting 
help from Afghanistan, despite the fact that Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan had promised that they would not allow 
the land of Afghanistan to be used for acts terrorism. Thus, it 
is the demand of Islamabad that the Taliban should fulfill the 
promise.  The government would take the situation seriously 
and will also provide assistance to the provincial governments 
where necessary. The outlawed TTP had announced the end of 
the ceasefire this week. In the TTP attack in Balochistan killed 
four people including a policeman, when an FC truck was tar-
geted to provide security for the polio team. TTP has carried 
out three suicide attacks so far this year, in which two attacks 
were carried out in North Waziristan and one was in Quetta. 
Since September this year, more than 130 attacks have been 
carried out on police and security forces personnel, while the 
number of attacks in the last two weeks is said to be 16. Apart 
from this, incidents of target killing have also been reported 
in North Waziristan. The one-month ceasefire was announced 
between the TTP and government in May this year. And that’s 
why there was peace but in September unannounced attacks 
started again in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. It is 
said that the talks with the TTP were stopped soon after the 
change of government as the coalition government may not 
be in favor of talks with TTP.  Recently, when acts of terrorism 
restarted in Swat, a large number of local people staged pro-
tests and called for peace. Similarly, when terrorism incidents 
started reoccurring in Waziristan, people there too staged pro-
tests. Now there are reports that the National Counter Ter-
rorism Authority (NCTA) has proposed to create a national 
level Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) on the pattern of 
Punjab. This national level CTD will function separately from 
the provincial CTD while its own police stations will be estab-
lished by spending Rs 2 Billion. The recent events are creating 
unrest among people; therefore, the government should take 
all necessary steps to avoid such a situation again.

Terrorism on Rise

DESPITE print and electronic media 
baseless rumours, speculations of 
various political pundits and whim-
sical mad race of the sponsored so-
cial media groups the “Change of 
Command” of the highest military 
brasses has been smoothly execut-
ed in Pakistan. General Asim Munir 
took over as the new chief of army 
staff (COAS) at a ceremony held at 
the General Headquarters (GHQ) 
in Rawalpindi. Now hopefully, dust 
of unsuccessful desires will be ac-
cordingly settled very soon because 
of “changing power dynamics” and 
“game theory” independent actors 
in the country. It seems that futile 
imaginations of political parties 
will be “stealthy” dashed to ground 
because of changing power struc-
ture and centres in the country and 
“merchants” of chaos, uncertain-
ty, division and destruction will be 
propelled. Ultimately, conspiracy 
theories and bashing campaigns 
against defence forces of Pakistan 
will be downed and dormant. In a 
graceful ceremony outgoing COAS 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa passed 
the baton of command to Gen Mu-
nir, making the latter the country’s 
17th army chief. Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee Gener-
al Sahir Shamshad Mirza has also 
been appointed thus it completed 
the “circle” of change of command 
in the country. General Syed Asim 
Munir is a Hafiz-i-Quran. He is a 
professional, capable and princi-
pled military officer. Hopefully, the 
appointment of Gen Munir as the 
“Military Chief” would prove to be 
positive for both the country and 
the army alike. Interestingly, he 
has been appointed for the position 
because of his “seniority” not any 
so-called “political affiliation” as 
propagated by opponent political 
parties. On the other hand, the new 
COAS, Gen Munir has “remarkable” 
military career and served in many 
key strategic positions. He was pro-
moted to the rank of Lieutenant 
General in September 2018 and was 
subsequently appointed as DG ISI. 
He entered the service via the “Of-

ficers Training School program” in 
Mangla, and was commissioned into 
the Frontier Force Regiment. He has 
been a close aide of Gen Bajwa ever 
since he commanded troops in the 
Force Command Northern Areas as 
a brigadier under the outgoing army 
chief, who was then Commander 
X Corps. Moreover, Lt Gen Munir 
was later appointed Military Intel-
ligence Director General in early 
2017, and in October next year he 
was appointed in the “Inter-Services 
Intelligence” as its chief. Unfortu-
nately, he was turned out to be the 
shortest ever, as he was replaced on 
whims and wishes by former prime 
minister. During his remarkable 
services he was posted as Gujran-
wala Corps Commander, a position 
he held for two years, before being 
moved to the General Headquarters 
as the Quartermaster General. Gen-
eral Munir has graduated from Fuji 
School Japan, Command and Staff 
College, Quetta, Malaysian Armed 
Forces College, Kuala Lumpur and 
National Defence University, Islam-
abad which “vividly reflects” his 
diversified expertise in education 
and various disciplines. He also 
has an “M Phil” in public policy 
and strategic security management 
from the National Defence Univer-
sity. Moreover, the newly appointed 
COAS Gen Munir was also posted 
as a directing staff in Command and 
Staff College, Quetta, Brigade Ma-
jor of a deployed infantry brigade 
in Kel, general staff officer, grade-2, 
CGS Secretariat and Chief of Staff 
of Mangla Corps Gen Munir has 
commanded 23 Frontier Force Reg-
iment, Infantry Brigade, remained 
as a force commander in Northern 
Areas, Gilgit and Corps Command-
er 30 Corps, Gujranwala. The army 
chief has also served as the Direc-
tor General of Military Intelligence 
(MI). In 2018, Gen Munir was ap-
pointed as the Director General of 
the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). 
He is the first COAS who has ex-
perience of both the premier secret 
agencies which is good omen for 
our national security and strategic 

priorities. Hopefully, there would be 
“close liaison” in all the secret agen-
cies in the country which would be 
good for national sovereignty and 
our “collective resolve” against ter-
rorism in the days to come. The new 
army chief is a keen sportsman, avid 
reader and traveller. He previous-
ly served as Corps Commander of 
XXX Corps (30 Corps) Gujranwala. 
He was serving in GHQ as Quarter-
master General prior to assumption 
of his charge as COAS. General 
Asim Munir will now be leading the 
world’s sixth largest military force 
which is bravely engaged in the pro-
tection of long borders. Hopefully 
under his command, our borders of 
East and West will be secured from 
India and TTP. To conclude, Gener-
al Asim Munir should have to keep 
an eye on India and its cross-border 
activities. Complete “elimination” 
of any leftover militant, terrorist or 
banned groups should also be one 
of the most important priorities. 
Maintenance of internal peace and 
harmony should also be main pri-
ority because of TTP most recent 
announcement of called off peace 
truce with Pakistan. It suggests that 
Pakistan’s National Security Policy 
(NSP) should ensure the “safety”, 
“security”, “dignity” and “prosper-
ity” of the citizens of Pakistan and 
consequently, it should be further 
“coordinated” under the command 
of new COAS. Moreover, politi-
cal neutrality of the defence forces 
of Pakistan should be strictly ob-
served. In this regard, the previous 
COAS, General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
tried his level best to refrain from 
bias and focused on keeping the in-
stitution neutral. The defence forces 
of Pakistan should support to hold 
free and fair environment and equal 
playing filed for everyone. Since the 
incumbent government is reviewing 
its grand strategy with regard to the 
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), which called off the ceasefire 
agreed with Islamabad in June, as 
part of a deal brokered by the Af-
ghan Taliban. 
Courtesy Pakistan Observer
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Change of command and future challenges
— By Dr Mehmood-ul-Hassan Khan

Third day of December! A univer-
sally sanctioned day exclusively 
reserved for me to whine about 
my deficiencies or to boast my 
accomplishments! The stage is all 
set to behold a mesmerising per-
formance; the charged-up audi-
ence eagerly awaits the curtains 
to be lifted. I, too, anxiously look-
ing forward to showcase my talent 
and skills. Already engulfed by the 
round of applause and deafening 
cheers, my jubilance continues 
to mount. Lights, camera, action! 
Thus, the wait is over, the golden 
moment arrives! Amidst the stand-
ing ovation, I take to the stage. 
Keeping all my anxieties and ner-
vousness apart, I begin to exhibit 
my heroic feats, with all my zeal 
and wholeheartedness. The unique 
feeling of a spellbound audience, 
relishing every move of mine 
proved immensely rewarding. At 
last, the curtains were announced 
to be drawn. I could sense my suc-
cess in creating an electrifying 
atmosphere, judging through the 
appreciative conversations and de-
lightful whispers of ecstatic spec-
tators. Gradually, as the glorifying 
chants and merriness subsided, 
shadows of silence seized the emp-
tiness around me. This was the mo-
ment when I began to evaluate the 
magnitude and impact my specta-
cle has managed to create. Instan-
taneously, a disconcerting thought 
sprung into my mind. An inner 
voice grilled my conscience: have 
I attained my ultimate goal? For 
how long would these spectators 
be able to retain my marvel in their 
memories? Whether my triumph is 
sufficient for molding their stan-
dardised dispositions? Is pleasing 
masses by glorifying my capabil-
ities enough to draw social empa-
thy? Whether my demands of rev-

erence and emancipation would be 
met by gathering a massive crowd 
to publicise my novelty on a speci-
fied venue for a fixed duration?
The above illustration depicts a 
conventional practice of annual 
observance of International Day 
of Disabilities, sanctioned by the 
United Nations in order to exhibit 
the obscure role of this particular-
ly marginalised fragment and to 
create awareness regarding their 
respective rights and special needs 
on micro level globally. Recogni-
zant of solemnness of this very 
occasion, I am at variance with 
this conventional approach to the 
extent of total reliance upon a des-
ignated day. In my opinion, such 
kind of isolated projection can in 
no way fuel the requisite sensitisa-
tion which is essential constituent 
of an inclusive society. My con-
ception of being embraced by the 
society as its elemental part can-
not be attained through glorifying 
exceptional traits of any vulnera-
ble section, but by adopting viable 
frameworks capable of converging 
heterogeneous component into a 
single unit. Let’s ask ourselves: 
could the agenda of embracement 
be fulfilled by merely highlighting 
lives of differently enabled persons 
and running awareness campaigns 
on an assigned day, or could it be 
procured through practical appli-
cation of the concept of together-
ness? As a person possessed of im-
pairment, my outright preference 
is to be embraced in the form of 
casual relationships within the so-
ciety, be they acquaints or strang-
ers, instead of people interacting 
with me for the sake of conveying 
their appreciation of my endurance 
or fortitude.

Courtesy The Express Tribune

Glorification versus embracement
— By Sara Aslam Basar

Pollution due to urbanisation    
The paragraph on pollution due to 
urbanisation says that it is good 
and is vital for a country, but can 
also be harmful for the environ-
ment. Urbanisation brings in bet-
ter education, healthcare facilities, 
roads, and better infrastructure, in 
general. However it improves the 
lifestyle of human beings at the 
cost of hurting the environment 
by putting more contaminants into 

the air, water and soil in the form 
of toxic fumes and septic waste. 
Thus, urbanisation is important, 
but it has to be brought about In 
a more sustainable manner. How 
can we reduce pollution due to ur-
banisation? At the individual level 
there are some very simple ways to 
reduce pollution due to urbanisa-
tion. To reduce air pollution we can 
choose to walk instead of taking a 
taxi. Likewise, garbage should not 

be thrown on the road and in wa-
ter bodies. In order for us to stop 
soil, noise, and water pollution, we 
should not honk on the road unnec-
essarily. Until big companies and 
industries do not decide to take a 
stand and do what is good for the 
environment we will have to keep 
relying on individual measures.

– Ruqia Dahani,
– Lahore.

Letter to the Editor

In the last few years, India’s senior 
political and military elite is in-
creasingly presenting an aggressive 
nuclear policy narrative based upon 
false and illogical reasons and pin 
responsibility for the indigenously 
driven problems in Pakistan. The 
same false approach led to the 
adaptation of new counterforce 
strategies against Pakistan namely 
surgical strikes and limited war. By 
and large, the Indian approach to 
deter Pakistan through these newly 
designed so-called counter strate-
gies failed badly. At the same time 
linking nuclear counterforce and 
threshold with terrorism or indig-
enously driven movements denote 
India’s exaggerated nuclear pos-
ture that aims to keep Pakistan un-
der consistent pressure and to drag 
Pakistan into false-flag operation 
tactics. On March 9, 2022, the nu-
clear-capable BrahMos episode put 
the security and stability of South 
Asia in danger by continuing the 
same Indian strategy. It also proves 
the Indian blame game to demonise 
Pakistan’s nuclear posture in post-
1998. To unfold India’s folly may 
include two broader possibilities 
of this missile launch against Paki-
stan. The first assumption is that it 
was an accidental launch and has 
administrative capability problems 
in the Indian command structure. 

Whereas the second possibility 
might be an intentional test case 
to develop and support the Indian 
exaggerated nuclear posture. In the 
first situation as perpetrated by In-
dia, if it was a mistaken launch then 
there are serious regional and glob-
al security implications that give 
evidence of deficient command 
and control systems. The launch 
of a nuclear-capable missile should 
have a regulatory procedure and an 
unbreachable command and con-
trol system. Indian nuclear security 
panorama as per Ashley Tellis’s ar-
gument is “limited in size, separat-
ed in disposition, and centralized in 
control” but the BrahMos acciden-
tal launch disproves the strength 
of a centralized command system. 
Unfortunately, any such irresponsi-
bility and incompetence may have 
unacceptable consequences at the 
regional and global levels. In the 
latter circumstance if the missile 
launch within Pakistani territory 
was deliberate and a response test, 
it suggests another Indian strategy 
that has gained attention in recent 
discussions on India’s ambitions to 
modify its nuclear cold start doc-
trine. India’s ‘No First Use’ (NFU) 
policy is controversial, particular-
ly when such misadventures are 
planned. Since India views China 
and Pakistan as strategic allies, any 

modifications to its counterforce 
strategies may have an impact on 
both countries.
In all situations, lack of ability, de-
teriorating command and control, 
and aggressive political and mili-
tary mindset could lead to a nucle-
ar mishap. India has had a signifi-
cant role in spreading terrorism in 
Pakistan. There are documented 
instances of widespread terrorism 
in Pakistan that have been funded 
and carried out by Indian organiza-
tions, notably RAW. India not only 
sponsored militant non-state actors 
but also installed serving military 
officers in Pakistan to spread and 
organize terrorism. Kulbhushan 
Jadhav, an Indian naval officer, is 
accused of espionage and sabotage 
against Pakistan. The capture of a 
high-ranking Indian spy who ac-
knowledged conducting terrorism 
in Pakistan should be taken serious-
ly by the international community. 
One of the many state-sponsored 
terrorist organizations operating in 
the South Asian region is Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), which 
has committed terrorist activities 
including the Samjhota express 
bombing that caused the deaths of 
about 70 innocent civilians, the ma-
jority of whom were Pakistanis. 

Courtesy The Nation

India’s regional instability scam
— By Dr Shahid Hameed
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Modernization of education system key to progress

Funeral prayer of  Begum Najma Hameed  
to be offered on Sunday

Motorists urged to use fog lights during driving at night

25 cases of dengue reported in Punjab

Principal of Inter-College Muskan Kalat gifts 
his book to DC Kharan

Second phase of LG polls in Ponch Division 
of AJK kicks off

Annual ‘Autumn Flowers’ show in Rose & Jasmine 
garden grabbing attention of visitors

1122 rescues 4,102 emergency victims in Nov

2nd Emerson university academic council  
meeting held, approve various agenda items

Rs 5.2b being spent on mother and childcare 
hospital: Commissioner

UoS announces Associate Degree Arts,  
Science,commerce results

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Education and Professional Train-
ing Rana Tanveer Hussain Saturday 
said that the modernization of the 
higher education system is the key to 
the country’s progress and prosper-
ity and the government was taking 
result-oriented steps for improving 
the education system. The govern-
ment schools would be standardized 
across the country, he said while 
talking to a PTV news channel. In 
line with the vision of Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif that the government 
has initiated various steps for mak-
ing education accessible to youth by 
giving them a level playing field by 
modernizing the higher education 
system in the country, he said, add-
ing, we are paying special attention 

to the higher education as well as 
character building of the students 
so that they could use their leader-
ship abilities for the betterment and 
sustainable development of society. 
Minister said the educators of the 
government high schools are the 
valuable assets of the nation and we 
must restore their respect and pro-
vide facilities and funds to them on 
a priority basis. He said the govern-
ment under a well-devised strategy 
would take various steps to develop 
a higher education system including 
the establishment of new schools, 
rehabilitation, and improvement of 
existing schools, merit-based recruit-
ment of teachers, and provision of 
scholarships to students to enhance 
literacy rates. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The funeral prayer 
of former president of Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) Women’s Wing, 
senior parliamentarian Begum Naj-
ma Hameed will be held on Sunday, 
December 4, after Zuhr prayer at 
her residence (877, F Block Satellite 
Town) in Rawalpindi. She was the 
elder sister of the member National 
Assembly Tahira Aurangzeb , and 
aunt of Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb. 
Najma Hameed had passed away on 
the night of Friday. Najma Hameed’s 
Qul and congregational prayer will be 
held on Monday, (December 5) after 
Zuhr prayer at Siddique Shadi Hall 
Satellite Town, Rawalpindi. Najma 
Hameed was a political figure and 
the identity of the Pakistan Muslim 
League who was given the title of a 
born Muslim Leaguer. She remained 

associated with the Muslim League 
throughout her life. She was close-
ly associated with Pakistan Mus-
lim League (N) leader Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif and Begum Kulsoom 
Nawaz and supported him from the 
first day of Nawaz Sharif’s political 
journey. With clear principled and 
ideological commitment and think-
ing, she fought democratic and politi-
cal struggles as a Muslim Leaguer all 
her life. During the arrest of Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif and the political 
struggle of Begum Kulsoom Nawaz 
during the reign of Pervez Musharraf, 
she was right hand of Kulsoom Nawaz 
and one of prominent leaders. Begum 
Najma Hameed’s house in Rawalpin-
di remained a political stronghold of 
the Muslim League-Nawaz and Be-
gum Kulsoom remained under house 
arrest at her residence. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police 
(CTP) Rawalpindi on Saturday 
urged the motorists to use fog lights 
while driving at night due to smog/
fog that has engulfed most cities of 
Punjab. According to a CTP spokes-
man, City Police Officer, Rawalpindi 
Tamoor Khan had requested the cit-
izens to drive carefully and refrain 
from crossing the permitted speed 
limits while travelling on highways 
and motorways, and in open areas 
which were engulfed by thick smog/
fog. While giving road safety tips 

to motorists, he informed that road 
users should try to travel in daylight 
and avoid travelling at night. He 
assured that all available resourc-
es would be utilised to provide safe 
and sound passage to road users in 
foggy/smoggy weather. The road us-
ers, especially motorcyclists, were 
suffering from eye infection and 
other health complications due to 
the smog, he said and underlined 
the need for the citizens to adopt 
precautionary measures and follow 
the traffic rules. (APP)

LAHORE: About 25 cases of dengue 
fever were reported in the prov-
ince on Saturday while no death 
was observed during the last 24 
hours. According to the health de-
partment, a total of 18,740 cases of 
the dengue virus had been report-
ed so far during the current year 
while 45 people died of the virus 
and 268 patients are under treat-
ment in different hospitals of the 
province. The Punjab Primary and 
Secondary Healthcare Department 
reported 15 cases in Lahore, three 
in Gujranwala, four in Rawalpindi, 

five in Gujranwala and three cases 
were reported in Faisalabad. An An-
ti-dengue squad under the Punjab 
Primary and Secondary Healthcare 
Department (P&SHD) had killed 
dengue larvae at 185 places in the 
province during daily based surveil-
lance. The squad conducted surveil-
lance at 296,393 indoor and 84,296 
outdoor places to detect dengue 
larvae. The P&SHD urged people to 
adopt precautionary measures and 
keep their environmentclean and 
dry to protect themselves from den-
gue. (APP)

QUETTA: Principal of Inter Col-
lege Muskan Kalat Muhammad 
Ilyas gifted his seventh book to 
Deputy Commissioner Kharan 
Munir Ahmed Musaini on Sat-
urday. On the occasion, Deputy 
Commissioner Kharan thanked 

Muhammad Ilyas and said that we 
are fortunate to have a writer as 
the principal of our college and we 
hoped that he would use his cre-
ativity in the best way in Kharan 
for the promotion of knowledge 
and literature. (APP)

SLAMABAD: The second phase of 
Local government Elections are be-
ing held in Ponch Division of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir today (Satur-
day) and some 1017475 registered 
voters from 4 districts including 
Rawalakot, Bagh, Plundhari (Sudh-
noti) and Haveli (Kahota) districts 
are going to use their right of fran-
chise and elect their candidates. Ac-
cording to AJK Secretary Election 
Commission Ghzanfar Ali Khan 
3867 polling stations have been set 
up in Ponch Division and 3859 can-
didates are contesting elections in 
787 wards of the Division. at least 
9500 security personnel have been 
deployed at the polling stations and 
polling booths. 405 polling stations 

have been declared sensitive and 
4 security personal have been de-
ployed at every most sensitive poll-
ing stations whereas, 3 persons on 
the sensitive, 2 security persons at 
normal poling stations have been 
deployed respectively. The 12 can-
didates have already been declared 
elected unopposed includin 6 candi-
dates from Rawalakot Municipality. 
Earlier,at the  first phase, LG polls  
in 535 wards of Muzaffarabad Divi-
sion were held on Nov.27,2022 and 
some 2716 candidates including 900 
independent candidates contested 
LG elections from all three districts 
including Muzaffarabad, Neelum 
and Hattian districts of Muzaf-
farabad Division. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The annual 41st 
‘autumn flowers show’ organized 
by Islamabad Horticultural Soci-
ety and CDA at Rose & Jasmine 
Garden, Islamabad is grabbing 
the attention of a huge number of 
visitors, especially children where 
multiple varieties of chrysanthe-
mums and colorful stalls of food 
are being displayed. According 
to organizers, several types of 
chrysanthemums have been put 
on display in the show including 
intermediates, incurred, reflex, 
sprays, anemones, pompons, Kore-
an hybrid, single floor, and spidery 
flowers. A visitor while talking to a 
private news channel said that en-
thusiastic women and youngsters 
are actively participating in the 
flower show. He further said that 
the multicolor autumn flower show 

is playing a significant role in cre-
ating awareness among the people 
about floriculture, home gardening, 
landscaping, and tree plantation. A 
Kid Haniyyah Usman while viewing 
a stall during the chrysanthemum 
& autumn flowers show said the 
exhibition was a feast of joy and 
she is enjoying the different types 
and colored flowers in the exhibit. 
In this four-day show not only sea-
sonal flowers, herbs and ornamen-
tal plants are beautifully displayed 
but also many commercial stalls of 
nurseries, seeds, gardening tools, 
lawn furniture, and accessories are 
also exhibited for the viewers, said 
another visitor. This flower show is 
not just for entertainment, but also 
for education and learning, said a 
teacher along with her family mem-
bers in the garden. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Punjab Emer-
gency Service, Rescue-1122, Rawal-
pindi rescued 4,102 emergency vic-
tims while conducting emergency 
operations in November and main-
tained it average response time of 
less than 7 minutes. Spokesman of 
Rescue-1122 told on Saturday that 
out of total calls, 4442 emergency 
calls were received in the previous 
month against which, the Emergen-
cy Service dealt 1306 road traffic ac-
cidents, 80 fire calls, 01 building col-
lapse incident, 110 crime incidents, 
three Cylinder Blasts, 439 special 
rescue operations and 2503 medical 
emergencies. The Emergency Ser-
vice, Rescue-1122 provided swift re-

sponse particularly to fire calls and 
saved those emergencies turning 
into a big disaster. The data of Com-
mand and Control Room Rawal-
pindi showed that the rescuers 
provided swift response and saved 
properties worth millions of rupees 
in fire incidents during last month. 
The District Emergency Officer Res-
cue 1122, Rawalpindi Eng. Kamran 
Rashid had requested the public to 
switch off all electrical and gas ap-
pliances before sleeping to avoid 
increased number of fire incidents. 
He further said that only timely call 
could ensure timely response from 
Emergency Service in case of any 
emergency or disaster. (APP)

MULTAN: The second academic 
council meeting of Emerson Uni-
versity was held which approved 
various agenda items. Vice-Chan-
cellor Emerson university Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Ramzan chaired the 
meeting in which Vice-Chancellor 
Kohsar University Murree Prof. 
Dr. Syed Habib Bukhari, former 
Vice-Chancellor Allama Iqbal Open 
University Prof. Dr. Zia Al Qayyum, 
Deputy Secretary Higher education 
Dr Muhammad Naeem and heads 
of all departments participated. 
The agenda items were presented 
by Registrar Prof. Dr. Zia Ahmed 

and seconded by Dr. Abrar Mohi-
uddin. M. Phil classes in various 
fields, eight new faculties including 
the Faculty of Computing, Faculty 
of Management Studies, Faculty of 
Languages, Faculty of Natural Sci-
ences, Faculty of Pharmacy, Faculty 
of Social Sciences, Faculty of Media 
Arts, Faculty of food Science, six 
new departments of business Edu-
cation and Finance, Bioinformatics 
and Biotechnology, Center of Trans-
lational Studies, Computer Science 
and Environmental Sciences were 
launched as well as various agenda 
items were approved.(APP)

MULTAN: Commissioner Multan 
division, Ashfaq Ahmad Chaud-
hary, said that work at the mother 
and childcare hospital was in prog-
ress at the rapid pace at a cost of 
Rs 5.2 billion. He expressed these 
views while paying a visit to under 
construction building of the hospi-
tal to review the pace of work here 
on Saturday. He said that the un-
der-construction 200 bedded hos-
pital consisted of 27 kanals of land 
and added that the Punjab govern-
ment has given a special task to 

complete development projects. He 
said that practical steps were be-
ing taken to provide easy access to 
health facilities to the people. The 
provincial government has a spe-
cial focus on improving the health 
sector, Ashfaq Ahmad said and add-
ed that there would be no compro-
mise on quality in the completion 
of projects. Commissioner ordered 
officials concerned to complete 
the uplift projects within due time 
keeping in mind the public interest.
(APP)

SARGODHA: The University of 
Sargodha announced results of As-
sociate Degree Arts, Science and 
Commerce first annual examina-
tion 2022. According to results is-
sued by Controller of Examinations 
Dr Bashir Ahmad, a total of 48,067 
candidates appeared in the exam-
ination out of which 16,325 passed 
with 33.96 percentage. According 
to the result , Zeeshan Hyder got 
first position, Maimoona Khalid 
of Government Associate College 

for Women Bhagtanwala got sec-
ond position while Tahirim Akmal 
of Superior College Bhera secured 
third position. Similarly, in the as-
sociate degree science programme, 
Arfa Rehman of Punjab College of 
Commerce, Mianwali, took first po-
sition with 663 marks, Sheeba Reh-
man of Punjab College of Science, 
Kalorkot, took second position 
while Mukadis Iqbal of Punjab Col-
lege of Science, Sahiwal, took third 
position with 632 marks. (APP)

IRSA releases 83,200 
cusecs water

District Quality Control 
Board meeting held

6 miners trapped  
under debris in Harnai

Foundation stone  
of PS laid in Dhamyal

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Saturday re-
leased 83,200 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 45,600 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1506.55 feet and was 108.55 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 21,8800 cusecs 
while outflow as 46,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1134.60 feet, which was 
84.60 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 8,600 cusecs 
and 22,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 58,300, 38,800, 31,400 and 12,200 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 9,300 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
2,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (APP)

SIALKOT: The District Quality 
Control board has banned sale of 
medicines without license and sent 
cases against 16 quakes for the 
prosecution. The meeting was held 
under the chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner Abdullah Khurram 
Niazi in which Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner General (ADCG) 
Shahid Abbas, Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEO) District Health Authority 
Dr Ahmed Nasir and other officers 
participated. A total of 56 cases 
were presented in the meeting, out 
of which, warnings were issued to 
14 while the hearing of others had 
been postponed due to various rea-
sons. It was informed that a total of 
201 clinics and medical stores were 
checked during the last monthby 
drug inspectors while samples of 28 
drugs were sent to a laboratory. Two 
medical stores were sealed in differ-
ent areas and 11 types of prohibited 
drugs were seized.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: An explosion mainly 
feared by gas saturation on Satur-
day resulted in a coal mine collapse 
as at least six miners were trapped 
under the debris in Tarkh Tung coal 
mines area at tehsil Shahrg of Har-
nai district, Balochistan. As per the 
private media report, Levies officials 
said at least six miners were trapped 
in the coal mine that collapsed after 
an explosion in the Harnai district. 
Meanwhile, the operation is under-
way to pull out the trapped workers. 
According to Levies officials, as soon 
as the incident was reported, Rescue 
and District Administration rushed 
to the spot to initiate the rescue op-
eration. Levies officials further said 
that the accident took place in the 
mine of contractor Haji Dilawar 
Khan in Shahrg Tarkh Tung, where 
coal was being extracted. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Provincial Minister Mu-
hammad Basharat Raja along with City 
Police Officer CPO Syed Shahzad Na-
deem Bukhari laid the foundation stone 
of the new building of Dhamyal police 
station here on Saturday, informed a po-
lice spokesman. SP Security Faisal Sa-
lem, police officers, and local notables of 
area were present on the occasion. Pro-
vincial Minister Muhammad Basharat 
Raja while addressing the occasion said 
that the construction of the new police 
station was a good. (APP)

Chinese enterprises organize training course for Pakistani staff
BEIJING: A training course for Pa-
kistani employees working in Chi-
nese enterprises was organized to 
improve their technical skills and 
counter language barriers. The 
opening ceremony of the train-
ing course organized by Donggu-
an Polytechnic was held online, 
China Economic Net reported. As 
many as 134 employees of Sino 
Mall (PVT.) LTD attended the cer-
emony. “Sino Mall (PVT.) LTD was 
founded in 2012 and has become 

the largest Chinese supply chain 
enterprise in Pakistan. We have 
branches in Islamabad, Lahore, 
Karachi, Peshawar and other ma-
jor cities in Pakistan.” Zargham 
Abbas, executive director of Sino 
Mall (PVT.) LTD introduced. To 
bring more benefits to Pakistani 
people, Sino Mall (PVT.) LTD at-
taches great importance to the de-
velopment of local teams and the 
training of local employees. “It has 
become an urgent need for us to 

expand the professional skills of 
our Pakistani staff. I am very look-
ing forward to the professional 
training, and hope that all the staff 
could have a good improvement in 
knowledge, skills, and practice.”� 
“I hope that this kind of training 
can be carried out on a regular ba-
sis,” said He Dingxiu, the president 
of Dongguan Polytechnic, which is 
one of the best vocational colleges 
in China and provided a platform 
for the training.(APP)
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MA, MSc supplementary 2021, annual 2022  
examinations started in Quetta

Begum Alvi underlines need to safeguard PWD’s 
rights with provision of facilities

Imran Khan backtracks from talks offer,  
will go for dissolution of assemblies

92338 children to be vaccinated against polio at Tank

Will hold polls, if assemblies dissolved, says Tarar

100 university students took part in hills trail-5 cleanup

BoR launches e-stamp service to prevent  
fraudulent practices

Naval Chief meets military leadership  
of Turkiye, Germany, Azerbaijan

Minister stresses foiling conspiracies  
to defame religious people 

Medical student appreciated for winning 29 gold medals 

Sherry slams Imran Khan for anti-parliamentary 
democracy remarks

QUETTA: Balochistan University 
launched the MA, MSc supplemen-
tary, 2021 and annual 2022 exam-
inations on Saturday (December 3, 
2022) in various examination centers 
of Quetta. More than 9000 male and 
female students in the province are 
taking part exams in different sub-
jects. According to the University of 
Balochistan Controller Gul Muham-
mad Kakar has formally reviewed 
the established examination proce-
dure which was satisfactory. He said 
that strict measures would be taken 
especially under the direction of the 
Vice-chancellor of the UoB Prof. Dr. 

Shafiqur Rehman regarding the pre-
vention of copying culture in order 
to improve the talent of the students. 
Because imitation is the cause of the 
destruction of nations and this is a 
scourge for the elimination of which 
the people of all schools of thought, 
including students, should play their 
role to get rid of this disease, he 
said. He said that for the past several 
years, the University of Balochistan 
has ensured the complete eradica-
tion of copying in various examina-
tion centers and strict steps would be 
taken in this regard in the future as 
well.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: First Lady Begum 
Samina Alvi on Saturday stressed 
upon the need of paying special at-
tention to the rights of the persons 
with disabilities (PWDs) so that they 
should not lag behind in playing their 
effective role in the society. The First 
lady, in a message on the Interna-
tional Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties being observed on December 3, 
said that over one billion people of 
the world’s population suffered from 
some form of disability. She observed 
that PWDs were not handicapped, 
but they possessed slightly different 
capabilities. They possessed certain 

capacities like other ordinary people. 
She said it was a collective responsi-
bility of all to encourage the PWDs to 
become effective members of the so-
ciety. Begum Alvi also stressed upon 
the business community to provide 
employment opportunities to the 
PWDs according to the quota and 
their talents. They should also pro-
vide safe and friendly environment to 
the PWDs at the places of jobs. Due 
to the existence of certain hurdles in 
the social, physical and basic infra-
structure, the PWDs were deprived 
of the quality educational and health 
facilities, she added. (APP)

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman on Saturday back-
tracked from his offer to government 
for talks and clarified that his pre-
vious statement was just meant to 
emphasize gravity of the situation. 
Addressing a meeting of parliamen-
tary party of KP, PTI Chief claimed 
that Pakistan’s economic situation is 
spiraling out of control and country 
heads towards default but Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar and his prede-
cessor Miftah Ismail are engaged in 
a public spat. Criticizing incumbent 
government, former premier said the 

only achievement of Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM) and its al-
lies in past seven months is that they 
managed to get relief for themselves 
in corruption cases against them. PTI 
Chief also announced that they will 
dissolve Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa assemblies in the current 
month and go for to elections. Ear-
lier in the day, the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) expressed 
willingness to go into talks with Im-
ran Khan-led PTI without any pre-
condition to stem political turmoil in 
the country. (Agencies)

TANK: District administration has 
made comprehensive arrangements 
to administer polio vaccine drops 
to about 92338 children during an 
anti-polio drive starting from Mon-
day(December 05). The campaign 
was formally inaugurated by Dep-
uty Commissioner Hameedullah 
Khattak along with District Health 
Officer(DHO) Dr Shair Khan Afri-
di by administering polio vaccine to 
children at DC Office here on Satur-
day. The event was also attended by 
officials of the health department, 
Assistant Commissioners parents 
and representatives of other relevant 
departments. On the occasion, DHO 
and Polio Officials briefed the deputy 

commissioner about arrangements 
and other matters pertaining to the 
campaign. Hameedullah Khattak 
said that elaborate arrangements had 
been made to conduct the anti-polio 
drive in a peaceful manner and in 
this armed forces would provide full 
support to the district administration. 
He urged parents to get their children 
vaccinated in the campaign in order 
to protect them from the crippling 
disease of polio. “No child should be 
left without polio drops and foolproof 
security arrangements have been 
made by district police to provide se-
curity polio teams and make the drive 
a complete success by meeting the 
target,” the DC maintained. (APP)

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Law 
Azam Nazir Tarar said on Saturday 
that the government will hold elec-
tions in the provinces where the as-
semblies would be dissolved by the 
PTI. In a statement, he said that poli-
tics was all about resolving the issues 
through dialogue, but Imran Khan 
didn’t even shake hands with the 
then leader of the opposition during 
his stint as Prime Minister. The Law 

Minister was of the view that Imran 
Khan has set bad traditions during 
his tenure as PM as he didn’t both-
er to consult the opposition on key 
constitutional appointments. Imran 
Khan never held negotiations with 
the opposition members, Tarar add-
ed. The Law Minister said that now 
Imran Khan had agreed for a dia-
logue adding, “it’s the attitude re-
quired for a politician”. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Over a hundred uni-
versity students and nature lovers 
participated in the hiking and clean-
up drive at Margalla Hills Trail-5 
after an interactive session on the 
wildlife and biological diversity of 
the Margalla Hills National Park 
here on Saturday. The daylong 
event was organized by the Devel-
opment Communications Network 
(Devcom-Pakistan), DTN, and Is-
lamabad Wildlife Management 
board (IWMB) in connection with 
the ongoing 2-week-long 12th Pa-
kistan Mountain Festival. The fes-
tival is the annual flagship event of 
Devcom-Pakistan to commemorate 
the UN’s International Mountain 
Day (IMD) that is on December 11, 

a news release said. The students of 
the CS Adventure Club of the Com-
sats University Islamabad Campus, 
SZABIST Islamabad Campus, and 
GBC Council participated in the 
event. Before the nature walk and 
cleanup, the IWMB chairman sci-
entific committee ZB Mirza briefed 
the participants about the biolog-
ical diversity and natural heritage 
of the Margalla Hills National Park 
(MHNP). Senior IWMB Member, 
Zahid Baig Mirza said the Margalla 
Hills National Park has been quite 
neglected since it was established 
in 1980. Though, it is the third-larg-
est national park in the world with 
an area of 17,386 hectares (42,960 
acres) under the foothills. (APP)

CHITRAL: Board of Revenue (BoR) 
here on Saturday has launched 
e-stamp to prevent fraudulent prac-
tices related to documentation and 
the limitation of reduction in the 
collection of government revenue is 
to be determined. Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner Muhammad Irfan 
was the chief guest at its launching 
ceremony while Assistant Director 
BoR Abdul Wahab Khan, Assistant 
Director BoR Software Sahibzada 
Muhammad Shuja, Manager Nation-
al Bank of Pakistan Amjad Ahmed 

Sani and other concerned officers 
were also present on the occasion. 
Speaking on the occasion, AD BoR 
Abdul Wahab Khan said that e-stamp 
would facilitate people in  process 
and collect it through bank receipt 
as per their requirement. He said 
that women can also apply for stamp 
paper sitting at home. He said in the 
past, some people used to take out 
stamp paper in back date for forg-
ery and tempering, and often occu-
pied lands of other people illegally 
through forged documents. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi visited Turkiye, Germany and 
Azerbaijan and called on military and 
naval leaderships of the host countries. 
During the meetings, matters of bilat-
eral naval collaboration and regional 
maritime security were deliberated, 
said a news release received here. 
During his visit to Turkiye, the Naval 
Chief attended the launching cere-
mony of Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS) 
MILGEM Class Corvette PNS Khai-
bar, held at Istanbul Naval Shipyard, 
Turkiye. Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif and President Repub-
lic of Turkiye Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

graced the ceremonies as chief guests. 
During the ceremony, spouse of the 
Chief of the Naval Staff, Begum Ami-
ra Amjad had the honour to launch 
the most modern PNS Khaibar. Upon 
arrival at the German Federal Minis-
try of Defence, the Chief of the Na-
val Staff received a warm welcome 
and guard of honour by the German 
Navy. He called on the Inspector of 
the German Navy wherein matters of 
mutual interest were brought into the 
discussion. Later, Naval Chief visited 
Wilhelmshaven Naval Base where he 
was given a briefing on the German 
Navy Flotilla followed by the visit of 
German Navy Ship. (APP)

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Mufti Abdul Shakoor 
has said that it is a need of the hour 
to foil conspiracies aimed at defaming 
religious people by some so-called 
liberals. Presiding over a one-day con-
ference on interfaith harmony, under 
the auspices the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith Harmony at a 
local hotel on Saturday, he said islam 
is a religion of peace and humanity. 
He said Holy Prophet Hazrat Muham-
mad PBUH came to this world as a 
blessing for entire humanity (Rehmat-
ul-lil-Aalamin). He said a small group 
of people had always been criticising 

religions in the world, and propagan-
da of that group should be countered. 
He urged ulema to come forward for 
the purpose. Mufti Abdul Shakoor 
said that there were people in every 
religion who were working and pro-
moting interfaith harmony. He said 
that nobody could be forced to con-
vert to any other religion. He said that 
extorting money, occupying or dam-
aging properties of any non-Muslim 
was strictly prohibited in Islam. “Holy 
Prophet PBUH teaches all Muslims to 
love humanity. Life, property and hon-
our of all non-Muslim is sacred the 
Muslims,” he said. (APP)

LAHORE: Post-Graduate Medical In-
stitute (PGMI)/ Ameer-ud-Din Medi-
cal College Principal Professor Dr Mu-
hammad Al-Fareed Zafar said here on 
Saturday it was a matter of pride for 
them that their student, Dr Hafiz Mu-
hammad Waleed Malik, had secured 
29 gold medals. In a statement issued 
here, he said that it was for the first 
time in the history of medical educa-
tion in Pakistan that a medical student 
set a new record by winning 29 gold 
medals in different disciplines in the 
final MBBS exams. He said that med-
ical education required hard work, 
day-and-night study and serious at-
titude, and one could secure success 

in the medical professional examina-
tions only by investing maximum time 
in curricular activities. Prof Al-Fareed 
Zafar said that students of Ameer-ud-
Din Medical College, attached with 
Lahore General Hospital (LGH), were 
lucky that they had senior faculty 
members for teaching diploma and 
degree courses at the PGMI. He said 
that position holder students would 
be encouraged as much as possible. 
The faculty members announced that 
Dr Waleed Malik’s photo would be 
prominently displayed at the PGMI, 
AMC and LGH so that the spirit to ex-
cel could be created in other students. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Climate 
Change Senator Sherry Rehman on 
Saturday slammed Imran Khan for 
his anti-parliamentary democracy 
remarks and said Khan’s statement 
against parliamentary democracy 
was condemnable. In a series of 
tweets, the Federal Minister ex-
pressed that Imran Khan and his 
party had always railed against 
parliamentary democracy. Senator 
Sherry Rehman said in his (Imran 
Khan) eyes, the system in which 
he gets power is correct, then be 
it the presidential system. “He is a 

dictator in the guise of a politician 
himself,” she alleged. The Minister 
added that by mocking the moral 
standards of the people of Pakistan, 
Imran Khan had humiliated every 
Pakistani. (APP)

‘Threats won’t yield date for next election’: PML-N
LAHORE: The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) on Satur-
day stared down opposition Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Im-
ran Khan over his conditional offer 
for talks, stating that threats will 
not help yield a date for elections. 
However, if Imran fixes his threat-
ening attitude and agrees to uncon-
ditional negotiations, then talks can 
be considered. This was stated by 
Federal Aviation Minister Khawa-
ja Saad Rafique on Saturday while 
addressing a joint press conference 
alongside Federal Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah in Lahore on Satur-
day afternoon. Rafique said that as a 
party, the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) they have consid-

ered the talks offer proposed by 
Imran Khan on Friday, but clarified 
that any talks which have been pre-
conditioned will be a non-starter. He 
added that Imran’s threat to dissolve 
assemblies ridicules the mandate of 
the public. However, he conceded 
that there have been informal talks 
with the PTI through interlocuters 
but a final decision on talks will be 
taken by the ruling coalition collec-
tively. “We have had informal con-
tacts with Imran Khan and we have 
had them on multiple occasions 
through interlocutors,” the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
leaders said. “They (PTI) were the 
ones who initiated contacts but nev-
er owned them,” Rafique said. On 

the talks proposed by Imran, the 
minister said we cannot have con-
ditional talks. “They then become 
non-starters.” He added that at this 
moment in time, talks was the need 
of Imran Khan not the coalition gov-
ernment. He added that if Imran 
dissolves the assemblies, it would 
only leave the PTI chief without 
the crutch of supporting provincial 
governments. On the dissolution of 
assemblies, Rafique said that it does 
not impact them politically. “We will 
not create obstacles in his act of dis-
solving assemblies, but we will not 
be a part of this act,” he said, adding 
that dissolving assemblies was akin 
to ridiculing the public mandate. 
(Agencies)

PPP’s Waqar Mehdi  
elected senator unopposed

Three dacoits killed  
in two encounters

3 found dead

Rangers arrest  
drug peddlers

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) leader Waqar Mehdi was on Sat-
urday elected unopposed a member of 
the Senate in the by-election on a vacant 
seat of the upper house of parliament 
from Sindh. The Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) will issue a formal 
notification of his election shortly. The 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan 
(MQM-P) had also fielded candidates 
in the by-election but it withdrew their 
nomination papers before the polling 
date. A covering candidate of the PPP 
also withdrew his nomination papers. 
The PPP workers congratulated Mr 
Mehdi on being elected senator unop-
posed. (Agencies)

FAISALABAD: Three dacoits were 
killed in two encounters with po-
lice near here on Saturday. A police 
spokesman said two robbers were 
killed during an encounter with Dol-
phin force on Sheikhupura Road near 
Hajji Abad in the area of Sargodha 
Road police station whereas the third 
was killed during another encounter 
with the police of Bahlak police station 
near Chak No 601-GB. The police re-
covered weapons, mobile phones and 
other items from the possession of 
the accused involved in dozens of da-
coity, robbery and other cases. Mean-
while, City Police Officer Syed Khalid 
Mehmood Hamdani announced com-
mendationcertificates and prizes for 
the raiding teams. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: At least three people 
were found dead and one fainted in 
a private hotel within the jurisdiction 
of Patriata Police Station on Saturday, 
informed a police spokesman. The 
local police reached the spot soon af-
ter the incident. The deceased were 
identified as Muhammad Owais, Fais-
al Ayaz and Muhammad Shahrukh, 
while the semi-unconscious person 
was identified as Muhammad. The 
bodies were shifted to the hospital 
for post-mortem. The incident is be-
ing investigated and evidence is being 
collected from the scene, the spokes-
man said. He added that the cause of 
death could be determined in the light 
of post-mortem reports and other fo-
rensic evidence. The incident would 
be probed on merit and action will 
be ensured against the responsible’ 
s as per the law, he said. City Police 
Officer CPO Syed Shehzad Nadeem 
Bukhari has taken notice of the inci-
dent and issued directives to submit a 
detailed report of the incident. (APP)

KARACHI: Pakistan Rangers 
Sindh and Police in a joint intelli-
gence-based operation in Yousuf 
Goth, Baldia Town arrested an al-
leged gang leader of drug peddlers 
and robbers gang. 
According to a news release on 
Saturday, the arrested was identi-
fied as Jalal, as a 9mm pistol, 100 
rounds and 30 packets of gutka 
were recovered from his posses-
sion. The accused was involved in 
drug peddling, multiple robberies 
in different areas of Karachi, and 
providing weapons on rent to crim-
inals. Raids were being conducted 
to arrest his other accomplices. He 
had been handed over to the police 
for further legal proceedings.
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China’s lottery ticket sales 
up in October

KSA extends term for 
$3bn deposit in SBP

Govt okays import of 
33,000MT of urea

BEIJING: China’s lottery ticket sales 
reached 29.72 billion yuan (about 
4.21 billion U.S. dollars) in October 
2022, up 1.1 percent year on year, 
data from the Ministry of Finance 
showed. Sales of lottery tickets to 
support the welfare system came 
in at 10.99 billion yuan last month, 
a decrease of 12.7 percent from a 
year ago. Lottery tickets sold to sup-
port the sports industry rose by 11.4 
percent year on year to 18.73 billion 
yuan. In the first 10 months of 2022, 
China’s lottery ticket sales stood at 
310.96 billion yuan, up 1 percent 
compared with the same period 
last year, the data showed. Under 
China’s lottery management rules, 
funds raised from ticket sales are 
used for administrative expenses, 
public welfare projects and to fund 
prizes.(Agencies)

KARACHI: Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia (KSA) has extended term for a 
$3 billion deposit in the State Bank 
of Pakistan to support the Pakistani 
economy. The Saudi Fund for Devel-
opment (SFD) in September con-
firmed the rollover of $3 billion de-
posit with Pakistan for another one 
year. The amount was deposited by 
the SFD for one year in December 
2021 under an agreement between 
SFD and the State Bank to build the 
depleting foreign exchange reserves 
of Pakistan “In implementation of 
the directives of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, King Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz Al Saud - may 
Allah protect him; the Saudi Fund 
for Development (SFD) extended 
the term for the deposit provided 
by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 
the amount of 3 billion dollars to the 
State Bank of Pakistan,” the SBP 
said on Friday.(Agencies)

LAHORE: A key economic body of the 
federal government on Friday okayed 
the import of 33,000 metric tons of 
Urea apart from approving a move to 
reschedule a loan from Japan. This 
was directed on Friday during a meet-
ing of the Economic Coordination 
Committee (ECC), chaired by Federal 
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar. Others 
who attended the meeting included 
Federal Ministers for Power Khurram 
Dastgir Khan, Industries and Produc-
tion Syed Murtaza Mahmud, former 
prime minister Shahid Khaqan Abba-
si, Special Assistant to the Prime Min-
ister (SAPM) on Finance Tariq Bajwa, 
SAPM on Revenue Tariq Mehmood 
Pasha, federal secretaries, Securities 
Exchange Commission (SECP) chair-
man, other senior officers attended 
the meeting in person. Federal Min-
ister for Commerce Syed Naveed 
Qamar, Coordinator to PM on Com-
merce and Industry Rana Ihsan Afzal 
and State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
Governor Jameel Ahmed joined the 
meeting online.(Agencies)

Pakistani men’s apparel exports to China register 17pc increase

Russia says price cap is ‘dangerous’ and will not curb demand

BEIJING: Pakistani men’s appar-
el exports to China amounted to 
$21.03million, up more than 17% in 
the first 10 months of 2022 as com-
pared with the same period in 2021, 
as per the General Administration 
of Customs of the People’s Repub-
lic of China (GACC). According to 
the GACC, men’s or boys’ apparel 
increased by 15.29% worth $11.85 
million while last year in the same 
period it was $ 10.28 million. Data 
further showed that men’s or boys’ 
trousers, and breeches, nes, of cotton 
up 16.42% and crossed $6.49 million 
in the first 10 months of 2022, where-

as in the same period last year it was 
$5.58million. The bilateral trade in 
textile sectors improved very fast. 
Women’s garments exports from Pa-
kistan to China crossed $8.32 million 
while home textiles crossed $6.74 
million, witnessing an increase of 
29% as compared with last year in 
the same period which was $5.25 
million. Asif Muhammad Sulehri 
CEO of Brizbane Group of Compa-
nies and textile exporter told China 
Economic Net that three major fac-
tors are behind the increasing export 
of Men’s clothing to China. Pakistan 
is a major producer of cotton crops, 

and it is cheaper as compared to Chi-
na so it has a benefit over them, he 
said, adding that Pakistan has cheap 
labor compared to China which is 
cost-effective for men’s apparel ex-
ports to China. “In January 2020, 
Pakistan and China entered into the 
second phase of the China-Pakistan 
Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA2), 
under which China has eliminated 
tariffs on 313 priority tariff lines of 
Pakistan’s export and out of the 313 
high-priority products that Pakistan 
can now export without duty pay-
ments to China, 130 are from the 
textiles sector,” he stated. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia said on Saturday 
it would continue to find buyers 
for its oil, despite what it said was 
a “dangerous” attempt by Western 
governments to introduce a price 
cap on its oil exports. A coalition 
of Western countries led by the G7 
group of nations agreed on Friday 
to cap the price of Russian sea-
borne oil at $60 a barrel, as they 
aim to limit Moscow’s revenues and 

curb its ability to finance its inva-
sion of Ukraine. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and high-ranking 
Kremlin officials have repeatedly 
said that they will not supply oil to 
countries that implement the price 
cap. In comments published on 
Telegram, Russia’s embassy in the 
United States criticised what it said 
was the “reshaping” of free mar-
ket principles and reiterated that 

its oil would continue to be in de-
mand despite the measures. “Steps 
like these will inevitably result in 
increasing uncertainty and impos-
ing higher costs for raw materials’ 
consumers,” it said. “Regardless of 
the current flirtations with the dan-
gerous and illegitimate instrument, 
we are confident that Russian oil 
will continue to be in demand.”  
(Agencies)

New Zealand’s rising import prices drive 
increase in trade deficit

Microsoft is ready to fight for its $69b  
Activision deal

Pfizer to invest over $2.5b to expand  
European manufacturing

UK PM, Qatari Amir discuss bolstering  
defense, economic ties

ABB to pay $315m to settle US charges 
over South Africa bribes

China to launch silicon futures as demand 
from solar sector surges

German strategy paper targets China 
trade dependence

Decision to sell of SME Bank to be taken 
next week

Macron discussed Twitter content rules  
in meeting with Musk

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s 
total trade deficit increased in the 
September 2022 quarter to 7.5 bil-
lion New Zealand dollars (4.77 bil-
lion U.S. dollars), driven by increas-
es in import prices, the country’s 
statistics department Stats NZ said 
on Friday. Compared with the Sep-
tember 2021 quarter, total imports 
of goods and services rose 23 per-
cent to 29.7 billion NZ dollars (18.9 
billion U.S. dollars), while total ex-
ports of goods and services rose 25 
percent to 22.2 billion NZ dollars 
(14.1 billion U.S. dollars). Imports 
of oil and petroleum products have 
been driving the increase in goods 

imports over the past 12 months. 
Other commodities to contribute to 
the increase in goods import values 
in the September 2022 quarter were 
electrical machinery and equip-
ment, mechanical machinery and 
equipment, and vehicles, parts, and 
accessories. “Inflation is a global re-
ality, which means New Zealand im-
porters are paying more for goods, 
many of which are essentials like 
fuel,” said international trade man-
ager Alasdair Allen. “A falling New 
Zealand dollar also has an upward 
effect on import prices and their 
New Zealand dollar values,” Allen 
said. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Microsoft Corp is ready 
to fight for its US$69 billion acqui-
sition of gaming company Activi-
sion Blizzard Inc if the US Federal 
Trade Commission files a lawsuit 
seeking to block the deal, according 
to a person familiar with the matter. 
The Xbox maker hasn’t had conver-
sations with the FTC about remedies 
or concessions aimed at getting the 
deal approved, said the person, who 
asked not to be identified discussing 
a confidential matter. FTC staff is 
wrapping up its investigation and is 
expected to make a recommendation 
soon, the person added. The FTC 
commissioners would then vote on 
whether to file a case. In the event 
the FTC tries to block the case, Mic-
rosoft is gearing up to contest that de-

cision in court, said the person, who 
asked not to be identified speaking 
about internal strategy. Bloomberg 
Intelligence antitrust analyst Jenni-
fer Rie said it wouldn’t surprise her 
if the FTC files a lawsuit seeking to 
block the deal, but noted that a court 
fight would be hard for enforcers to 
win and Microsoft could prevail — 
though a legal battle could stretch 
beyond the deal’s end date. Micro-
soft has said it expects to close the 
transaction by June 30.(Agencies)

NEW YORK: Pfizer Inc is invest-
ing more than US$2.5 billion at 
its drug making plants in Belgium 
and Ireland, gearing up to launch 
new products it hopes can replace 
lost revenue as patents expire 
and Covid-19 vaccine sales de-
cline. The drugmaker said today 
it plans to spend more than €1.2 
billion (US$1.26 billion) to expand 
its Puurs, Belgium manufacturing 
site, matching the investment at its 
Dublin, Ireland plant announced 
on Thursday. The Puurs site has 
played a key role in the production 
of Covid-19 vaccine shots Pfizer 
developed with its German part-
ner BioNTech using the messenger 

RNA (mRNA) technology. Output 
started there in late 2020 when Eu-
rope and the US began rolling out 
shots to tackle the pandemic. “It is 
all aligned with the growth of our 
pipeline,” Pfizer chief global sup-
ply officer Mike McDermott told 
Reuters. “If you project out the ca-
pacity modelling for these two sites 
… you’ll find a gap in our ability to 
serve that (growth). So this is proac-
tive investment,” he said on Thurs-
day. Pfizer’s revenue is expected to 
top US$100 billion this year – more 
than double its pre-pandemic lev-
el – on the strength of sales of its 
Covid-19 vaccine and treatment, 
Paxlovid. (Agencies)

LONDON: UK Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak discussed Friday, via 
phone, with the Amir of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
deepening defense and economic 
cooperation. According to a state-
ment by the UK Premiership, they 
discussed deepening UK-Qatari 
defense collaboration, highlighting 
the importance of developing stra-
tegic partnership in the face of glob-
al and regional threats, including 
Russia�’s invasion of Ukraine. The 
leaders also welcomed the strong 
trade and investment relationship 

between the UK and Qatar, built on 
solid economic foundations. They 
agreed to continue to develop new 
opportunities for investment and 
cooperation in the industries of the 
future, both bilaterally and through 
a future GCC trade deal. UK Pre-
mier congratulated Sheikh Tamim 
on hosting a successful World Cup, 
noting the excellent collaboration 
between the UK and Qatari police 
and armed forces to ensure a safe 
event, and said he looked forward 
to the remainder of the tourna-
ment.(Agencies)

BERN: Swedish-Swiss industrial 
company Asea Brown Boveri (ABB) 
agreed to pay $315 million to settle 
US criminal charges that it bribed 
state-owned Eskom of South Af-
rica over government contracts, 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
announced Friday. Two affiliates 
of ABB each pleaded guilty to one 
count of conspiracy to violate the 
US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act as 
part of a three-year deferred pros-
ecution agreement, the US agency 
said of a settlement that was coor-
dinated with government authori-
ties in Switzerland, Germany and 
South Africa. The issue concerns a 
troubled project near Johannesburg 
with the Kusile power station, the 
fourth-largest coal-fired generator 
in the world, which has been fraught 
with allegations of graft. South Afri-
ca’s struggling power utility Eskom 
commissioned the plant in 2007. 
In October eight people, includ-
ing former Eskom CEO Matshela 
Koko, were arrested on corruption 
charges linked to the ABB work. Be-

tween 2014 and 2017, ABB through 
its subsidiaries secured “multiple” 
government contracts, siphoning 
illicit payments through subcontrac-
tors associated with an official at 
Eskom, South Africa’s state-owned 
power company, the DOJ said. “ABB 
worked with these subcontractors 
despite their poor qualifications and 
lack of experience,” the DOJ said 
in a news release. “In return, ABB 
received improper advantages in its 
efforts to obtain work with Eskom, 
including, among other benefits, 
confidential and internal Eskom in-
formation.” ABB engaged in “sham” 
negotiations with the Eskom official 
and falsely reported the payments 
as legitimate business expenses, 
according to the press release. ABB 
chief executive Bjorn Rosengren 
said the company has acted in the 
wake of the case by “launching a 
new code of conduct, educating 
employees and implementing an 
enhanced control system to prevent 
something similar from happening 
again.” (Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s securities regulator 
has approved the launch of industrial 
silicon futures and options contracts 
on the country’s newest exchange, in 
a move that could help reduce price 
volatility in the metal used in most 
of the world’s solar panels. The con-
tract, believed to be the world’s first 
industrial silicon contract, will be 
listed on the Guangzhou Futures Ex-
change, which was set up last year to 
focus on so-called new energy mate-
rials like lithium and rare earths. The 
exchange has not yet said when trad-
ing will start.China is the world’s big-
gest producer of silicon, with annual 
capacity of about five million tonnes. 
Last year, prices more than doubled 
on supply disruptions due to China’s 
power shortages and as demand from 

solar power projects soared. “There 
is lots of attention and expectations 
on the metal contract, given its appli-
cation in the hot solar panel industry 
and silicone sector,” said Adam Sin, 
a researcher in the investment and 
trading department of CITIC Global 
Trade, a state-owned trading house. 
Institutions are hiring researchers 
to specialise in the contract, while 
large traders have stockpiled the 
metal ahead of the listing, he added.  
(Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany’s economy min-
istry recommends excluding using 
components from providers from 
authoritarian states in critical in-
frastructure and imposing strict-
er requirements for firms dealing 
with China, a strategy paper seen 
by Reuters shows. Those German 
firms particularly exposed to China 
should share details on that business 
with the government and undergo 
regular stress tests, according to 
the ministry’s “Internal Guidelines 
on China”, marked confidential. 
(Reuters had previously reported on 
some of the measures the economy 
ministry was considering to curb 
German reliance on China as the 
new government refines its relation-
ship with Asia’s rising superpower 

and on reaction from German busi-
ness leaders. Executives from firms 
including chemicals giant BASF, 
Deutsche Bank and industrial group 
Siemens pushed back on the govern-
ment’s plans in a call with economy 
minister Robert Habeck in Septem-
ber, Reuters reported, citing sources. 
The companies declined to comment 
at the time. Any new plan would 
have to be approved by other parties 
in Germany’s ruling coalition. Deep 
trade ties bind Asia and Europe’s 
biggest economy, with rapid Chinese 
expansion and demand for Germa-
ny’s cars and machinery fuelling 
German growth over the past two 
decades. China became Germany’s 
single biggest trade partner in 2016. 
Agencies)

KARACHI: The performance of 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) Finance Bank – which funds 
several small and medium business-
es – have come under the microscope 
and a decision on the bank’s future is 
now expected to be taken next week. 
This was decided as Federal Finance 
Minister Senator Ishaq Dar presid-
ed over an inter-ministerial meet-
ing to examine the performance of 
the Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) Finance Bank. The meeting 
reviewed the financial health of SME 
Bank and its potential for privatiza-
tion. The meeting was followed by a 

detailed presentation on SME Bank’s 
profile, performance, and equity po-
sition by the bank’s president. How-
ever, a definite plan and next steps 
regarding the future of the bank will 
be decided next week based on feed-
back from all the stakeholders. The 
meeting was attended by SAPM on 
Finance Tariq Bajwa, SAPM on Rev-
enue Tariq Mehmood Pasha, Gover-
nor State Bank Jameel Ahmed, Pres-
ident SME Bank Dilshad Ali Ahmed, 
Chairman SECP, Secretary Privatiza-
tion, Special Secretary Finance and 
other senior officers from Finance 
and SME Bank. (Agencies)

SAN FRANCISCO: Emmanuel Ma-
cron said he had a “clear and honest” 
discussion with Twitter owner Elon 
Musk about the social media plat-
form’s content moderation policies, 
just a day after the French president 
had flagged his concerns on the issue. 
“Transparent user policies, significant 
reinforcement of content moderation 
and protection of freedom of speech: 
efforts have to be made by Twitter to 
comply with European regulations,” 
Macron said in a tweet after his meet-

ing with Musk yesterday afternoon. On 
Thursday, Macron – on a visit to the US 
– said in an interview with television 
show Good Morning America that he 
believed there were “responsibilities 
and limits” to free speech.Researchers 
have reported a surge in hate speech 
on the social media platform after free 
speech advocate Musk announced an 
amnesty for accounts suspended under 
the company’s previous leadership that 
had not broken the law or engaged in 
“egregious spam”. (Agencies)
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PERTH: The West Indies survived 
an Australian bowling blitz Sat-
urday to reach tea without loss on 
day four of the first Test as they 
chase 498 to win after Marnus La-
buschagne joined rare company in 
making a double and single centu-
ry. The home side declared at lunch 
in Perth after reaching 182-2 to go 
with their first innings 598-4, having 
bowled out the Caribbean nation for 
283. The in-form Labuschagne belt-
ed an unbeaten 104 to go with his 
first innings 204 -- only the eighth 
player to achieve the 200-100 feat 
in the same Test, joining the likes of 
Sunil Gavaskar, Brian Lara and Ku-
mar Sangakkara. In reply, the West 
Indies battled through the session 

without loss, reaching 84-0 with 
dogged skipper Kraigg Brathwaite 
on 40 and impressive debutant Ta-
genarine Chanderpaul 35. In a blow 
for Australia, skipper and pace 
spearhead Pat Cummins did not 
take the field after experiencing 
thigh soreness with Steve Smith 
assuming the captaincy. With 154 
overs and five sessions to survive 
for a draw, Brathwaite and Chan-
derpaul were cautious, taking few 
risks as they look to dig in for the 
long haul, cracking the occasional 
boundary with keeping wickets in-
tact more important than runs. Aus-
tralia resumed at 29-1 with David 
Warner, who began on 17, the only 
wicket to fall, out for 48. (Agencies)

LUSAIL: Brazil head coach Tite 
said he took the blame for Brazil’s 
surprise 1-0 defeat to Cameroon in 
their final match of the 2022 World 
Cup group stage on Friday. Tite 
made nine changes to the team that 
beat Switzerland on Monday but 
denied he lacked respect against 
the African side. “We were very 
wary about the threat posed by 
Cameroon,” Tite said. “They won 
the match on merit. They played 
very well vertically. “We weren’t ef-
fective and the game became more 
dangerous as it progressed. Who 

lost? All of us [in the Brazil camp]. 
I am responsible for everything 
that happens.” Brazil had 65% of 
possession and 21 shots on goal at 
Lusail stadium compared to Camer-
oon’s seven attempts. But the five-
time world champions were unable 
to capitalize on their chances and 
paid the price for their profligacy 
when Vincent Aboubakar headed 
in the winner in the 92nd minute. 
Tite vowed his team would show ut-
most respect for South Korea, their 
next opponents in the round of 16. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani boxer 
Shoaib Khan on Friday said he 
deemed to be a World Champion 
one day, if he was being supported 
by Islamabad District Administra-
tion (ICT) the same way in future. 
Shoaib Khan outclassed Indone-
sian rival in Asia Boxing Federation 
(ABF) Champion title fight, and re-
mained unbeaten in ten rounds, said 
a press release. Chief Commissioner 
Islamabad Captain (R) Muhammad 
Usman Younis and Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad Irfan Nawaz 
Memon on Friday congratulated 
Pakistani boxer Shoaib Khan on 
winning the Asia Boxing Federation 
(ABF) Champion title. The District 

administration Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) has vowed to sup-
port athletes to raise green flag at in-
ternational level, said press release 
issued here. In a video message re-
lease today, Shoaib Khan heartedly 
thanked district administration and 
said this could not be possible with-
out their support. He hoped that 
the administration would continue 
its support so that athletes would 
perform well at international level. 
ICT administration was also set to 
organize scrabble championships 
tomorrow, earlier a colorful event of 
martial arts, chess and football was 
organized to uplift sports activities 
in ICT. (Agencies)

LAUSANNE:  The Greek capital of 
Athens is set to host the 3rd FINA 
World Youth Artistic Swimming 
Championships 2023 from 30 Au-
gust – 3 September 2023. Over 200 
artistic swimmers from more than 
30 countries are expected to com-
pete. The five-day event will see 
the athletes, aged 13-to-15 years 
old, compete for medals in the Fe-
male and Male Solo, Duet, Figures, 
Mixed Duet, Team, and Combina-
tion events. The youth event follows 
Athens jumping back into holding 
major global sports events, includ-
ing last year’s FINA Artistic Swim-

ming World Series 2022 Super Fi-
nal. The event is slated to take place 
at the Athens Olympic Sport Com-
plex “Spyros Louis” Aquatic Centre, 
a facility built for the Athens 2004 
Olympic Games that is now home to 
the Hellenic Swimming Federation. 
Located just outside the Athens city 
centre, the 96-hectare sports com-
plex provided the sporting hub for 
the Games of the XXVIII Olympiad. 
In addition to 11 swimming pools, 
the sporting grounds also include 
the Olympic Stadium, the Olympic 
Hall, the Olympic Velodrome and 
sixteen tennis courts. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Chinese F1 Grand Prix 
cancelled for fourth year in a row. 
The 2023 race in Shanghai would 
have been the first since 2019 and 
had been scheduled for April 16 as 
the fourth stop on a record 24-round 
calendar that also promises a spec-
tacular debut in Las Vegas. The can-
cellation came as no surprise, with 
the race recognised as being uncer-
tain by Formula One chief executive 
Stefano Domenicali in a Liberty 
Media third-quarter earnings call 

with analysts this month. “Formula 
One can confirm, following dialogue 
with the promoter and relevant au-
thorities, that the 2023 Chinese 
Grand Prix will not take place due 
to the ongoing difficulties presented 
by the Covid-19 situation,” a state-
ment said. “Formula One is assess-
ing alternative options to replace 
the slot on the 2023 calendar and 
will provide an update on this in due 
course.” China, which has stuck to a 
zero-Covid policy. (Agencies)

LONDON: Tyson Fury has insisted 
he is now capable of inflicting “max-
imum damage” as never before after 
training with SugarHill Steward. The 
undefeated Fury will put his World 
Boxing Council heavyweight title on 
the line in an all-British clash against 
old rival Derek Chisora on at the 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium on Sat-
urday. Fight fans may be frustrated 
that a unification bout with Oleksan-

dr Usyk has yet to take place, with 
a fight against former heavyweight 
champion Anthony Joshua having 
fallen through. But a capacity crowd 
of 60,000 is still expected at the north 
London home of Premier League 
football club Tottenham to witness 
a trilogy contest between Fury and 
Chisora. It would be one of the great 
upsets were Chisora, four years older 
at 38, to take the WBC belt off Fury. 
But the champion, speaking before 
Friday s weigh-in where he tipped 
the scales at 19 stone 2lbs (121.8 kg) 
-- heavier than for his win over Dil-
lian Whyte in April -- to Chisora s 18 
stone 6lbs (118.2 kg) insisted he had 
increased his skills. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: When talking with friends 
and work colleagues this weekend 
there must be no such thing as a taboo 
subject. If you have something to say 
then say it without fear or favor. If cer-
tain people don’t want to hear the truth 
they can cover their ears.
– TAURUS: You seem unusually fearful 
at the moment. Why is that? Whatev-
er the reason you need to get over it 
quickly because the cosmic picture is 
changing and come the middle of next 
week there will be opportunities aplen-
ty to get ahead. Stop worrying!
– GEMINI: Don’t make too many de-
mands over the next 48 hours, either 
of yourself or other people. By taking a 
more relaxed approach to life you are 
more likely to attract the kind of situ-
ations you can both enjoy personally 
and profit from financially.
– CANCER: There could be some ten-
sion in the air this weekend but that’s 
not necessarily a bad thing. What you 
need to remember at all times is that 
you cannot possibly control everything 
that is taking place around you. But 
you can adapt in intelligent ways.
– LEO: You may be confident by nature 
but you need to recognize that not ev-
eryone shares your brand of self-belief. 
If you want to get others to do things 
for you this weekend you will need to 
inspire and motivate them to be braver 

– then they’ll do better.
– VIRGO: A number of minor things 
may have gone wrong of late but what 
you must remember is that in the great-
er scheme of things they are of hardly 
any importance. Stand back from what 
you are doing and take a wider look at 
your life. You’re doing okay.
– LIBRA: There may be something you 
have to do this weekend that you are 
not looking forward to but once you 
get into it you may be surprised how 
easily it comes to you. Who knows, you 
may even find you quite enjoy being 
put to the test.
– SCORPIO: According to the planets 
you are chasing after something you 
cannot have and that would not be 
good for you in the long-term if you 
did somehow manage to grab hold of 
it. Take the cosmic hint this weekend 
and leave it alone.
– SAGITTARIUS: Recent events have 
cheered you up no end and what oc-
curs this weekend will make sure 
the smile stays firmly fixed to your 
face. Don’t take too much for granted 
though. Common sense and experi-
ence should tell you the good times 
won’t last forever.
– CAPRICORN: Try not to be too de-
featist this weekend. There have been 
times of late when every move you 
made seemed to end in failure but 
those days are coming to an end. By 
this time next week your confidence 
will be back and you will be flying 
again.
– ACQUARIUS: Stand back from what 
you are doing, both at home and at 
work, and try to view yourself through 
other people’s eyes. Difficult isn’t it? 
You may not be able to understand why 
certain people don’t agree with you but 
you need to accept that they do.
– PISCES: Try not to be quite so 
self-absorbed over the next 48 hours. 
You seem to have got a bit too caught 
up in your own petty problems of late 
and may have overlooked some of the 
more important things taking place in 
the world. Open your eyes.
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S. Koreans cheer dramatic 
win, shed joyful tears

Nets hold against Raptors 
and win 114-105

SEOUL: South Koreans thronged the 
streets early today, shedding tears 
of joy in sub-freezing temperatures 
after their national team’s last-gasp, 
comeback win over Portugal to ad-
vance to the final 16 at the soccer 
World Cup. They celebrated strik-
er Son Heung-min’s tearful post-
match interview and munched Gha-
na-branded chocolates to honour the 
plucky performance by the African 
nation whose match result ensured 
South Korea’s berth in the knockout 
round. Some 8,000 supporters gath-
ered in Gwanghwamun Square in 
downtown Seoul despite the winter 
chill and midnight start.Korea began 
the match third of the four teams in 
Group H and were at risk of return-
ing from Qatar as they were dead-
locked 1-1 with already-qualified 
powerhouse Portugal, until Wolver-
hampton Wanderers’ Hwang Hee-
chan scored in added time to clinch 
the win. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Kyrie Irving was bril-
liant. TJ Warren didn’t miss a beat 
after a 703-day absence from the 
game. It’s been quite a night for 
the Nets. After leading by as much 
as 36 points, the Nets held on to 
a 114-105 win to improve to 13-11 
from last year. Brooklyn is now 
3-0 against the Raptors and 8-4 at 
home. The Nets are also current-
ly on a four-game winning streak, 
having won five of their last six. 
“Overall I think we’re moving the 
basketball well, we cover each 
other on the defensive side of the 
ball,” Kevin Durant said of his 
nets. “And we play as a unit at both 
ends. So we’re going to continue 
that and we’re going to trend in the 
right direction.” Irving was the star 
of the show, dropping 27 points on 
10-of-17 shooting and 5 assists.  
(Agencies)

Camel pageant is among World Cup’s sidelines attractions

Defending champ Hovland leads wind-whipped Hero World Challenge

Cooper to lead Australia again at Winter Youth Olympics

NPC of Belarus confirms appeal against IPC suspension

ASH-SHHANIYA: Like all good 
pageant contestants, Nazaa’a dis-
played not only dazzling beauty but 
also poise and grace. She batted 
her eyelashes and flashed a toothy 
smile for the television cameras at 
the Mzayen World Cup, a pageant 
held in the Qatari desert about 15 
miles (25 kilometers) away from 
Doha and soccer’s World Cup. 
Nazaa’a, mind you, is a camel. 
Think Westminster Dog Show 
crossed with the Miss America 
Pageant, except for, well, camels. 
Nazaa’a is a majestic light-haired 
creature that overcame several 

preliminary rounds and hundreds 
of other camels to win the pageant 
at Qatar Camel Mzayen Club on 
Friday. The event, which was de-
signed to bring cultural awareness 
to World Cup visitors, was spon-
sored by the Ministry of Sports 

and Youth, in conjunction with the 
Supreme Committee for Delivery 
and Legacy, the local World Cup or-
ganizing committee. Nazaa’a was 
one of 15 camels who competed for 
the crown, parading by fans while 
wearing bejeweled collars and 
draped with strings of gemstones. 
“I thought our camel was better 
than Ronaldo and Messi,” joked 
Jassim al Kuwari, part of the fami-
ly that owns Nazaa’a. These events 
are held regularly throughout the 
Middle East, where the people have 
connected with camels for genera-
tions. (Agencies)

MIAMI: Defending champion Vik-
tor Hovland fired an eagle and four 
birdies in a two-under par 70 on 
Friday to take a one-shot lead in 
the Hero World Challenge in the 
Bahamas. Norway s Hovland, try-
ing to join tournament host Tiger 
Woods as the only back-to-back 
winners of the unofficial, 20-player 
event, highlighted his round with 
a hole out for eagle at the par-five 
sixth. He had shaken off two ear-
ly bogeys with a birdie at the fifth 
and added three birdies in a row 

at the 13th, 14th and 15th to give 
himself a five-under total of 139 
through 36 holes. He was one 
stroke clear of an imposing quartet 
of world number two Scottie Schef-
fler, Olympic gold medallist Xander 
Schauffele, two-time major winner 
Collin Morikawa and US PGA Tour 
Rookie of the Year Cameron Young. 
Hovland said the gusty winds made 
for an unpredictable day on every 
part of the Albany course. “You re 
grinding on three-footers,” he said. 
“It s windy and it s grainy, and the 

greens are fast so it s not like you 
can just ram the putts in, you ve got 
to actually kind of die the putts in 
and that s when the wind can hit 
it a little bit harder. “Some of the 
shots you might be short-sided, but 
you re into the wind so that makes 
certain shots easier, but at the same 
time you could have a basic up-and-
down chip shot but straight down-
wind, you just don t know exactly 
how it s going to check and how 
much it s going to release depend-
ing on the wind gusts.”(Agencies)

CANBERRA: Ramone Cooper has 
been named Australia’s Chef de 
Mission for the Gangwon 2024 
Winter Youth Olympic Games, re-
turning to a role he held at Laus-
anne 2020. “I’ve been fortunate to 
experience each edition of the Win-
ter YOGs since their inception in 
Innsbruck 2012,” Cooper said. “It’s 

a great honour to return as Chef de 
Mission for Gangwon 2024 and to 
be part of the team that will create 
opportunities for the next genera-
tion of Australian winter athletes. 
“The YOG offers athletes and team 
officials a chance to grow and de-
velop in a competitive, but support-
ive environment that goes beyond 

performances on the field of play.  
“I’m looking forward to working 
with our talented athletes, coaches 
and team officials during this very 
important step in their respective 
pathways.” The 34-year-old is a for-
mer moguls skier and represented 
Australia at the Vancouver 2010 
Winter Olympics.(Agencies)

MINSK: The National Paralympic 
Committee (NPC) of Belarus has 
launched an appeal against its sus-
pension by the International Paralym-
pic Committee (IPC). IPC members 
voted by 54 to 45 to expel the NPC of 
Belarus at an Extraordinary General 
Assembly in Berlin last month due to 
its failure to comply with member-
ship obligations under the organisa-
tion’s Constitution. A similar vote on 

the Russian Paralympic Committee 
(RPC) was approved by 64 to 39. 
This is at odds with the International 
Olympic Committee’s (IOC) stance, 
as it has not sanctioned the National 
Olympic Committees of Russia and 
Belarus despite recommending that 
athletes and officials from both coun-
tries are excluded from international 
sport competitions. The RPC plans to 
appeal against the move, and the NPC 

of Belarus President Oleg Shepel says 
it will follow suit. Shepel claimed that 
the NPC of Belarus provided evidence 
to the Extraordinary General Assem-
bly that it had not breached the IPC 
Constitution. “Nevertheless, every-
thing was done to push through a de-
cision to exclude Belarus and Russia 
from the global Paralympic family,” 
he told Belarusian state news agency 
BelTA. (Agencies)

West Indies in rearguard battle after  
Labuschagne history in 1st Test

Brazil boss Tite takes responsibility for Cameroon loss

Pak boxer Shoaib wants to be a world champion

Athens, Greece to host FINA Swimming C’ships 2023

Chinese F1 Grand Prix cancelled for fourth year in a row

Fury salutes trainer Steward for damage’ advance
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CLASSIFIEDUS condemns shooting at Pakistan’s embassy in Afghanistan

Thousands protest in South Korea in support of truckers

UK and Greece hold ‘secret talks’ on Parthenon Marbles

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. on Satur-
day condemned an attack a day 
earlier on the Pakistani embassy 
in Afghanistan’s capital, in which a 
senior Pakistani diplomat escaped 
unhurt but one of his Pakistani 
guards was wounded, sending a 
wave of anger in this Islamic na-
tion. Friday’s assault comes amid 
rising tensions between the South 
Asian neighbors over Islamabad’s 
claims that anti-Pakistan govern-
ment forces are organizing ter-
rorist attacks from hideouts in Af-
ghanistan. Shots were fired at the 

embassy from a nearby building 
by an as-yet known assailant or as-
sailants. Shortly after the shooting, 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif took to Twitter on Friday, 
calling the attack an “assassination 
attempt” against Pakistan’s head 
of mission in Afghanistan, Ubaid-
ur-Rehman Nizamani. Pakistan 
repatriated the wounded guard Is-
rar Mohammad by helicopter and 
he was being treated at a hospital 
on Saturday. The embassy attack 
came days after Pakistan’s depu-
ty Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani 

Khar flew to Kabul to hold talks 
with Afghan Foreign Minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi on a range of issues, 
including the latest threat from Pa-
kistani Taliban who recently end-
ed a monthslong ceasefire with 
Pakistan and asked fighters to re-
sume attacks across the country. In 
Washington, U.S. State Department 
spokesman Ned Price on Friday 
said the United States condemned 
the Embassy attack, telling report-
ers “we offer our sympathies and 
wish a quick recovery to those af-
fected by the violence”. (Agencies)

SEOUL: Thousands of demonstra-
tors representing organised labour 
marched in South Korea’s capital 
on Saturday denouncing govern-
ment attempts to force thousands 
of striking truckers back to work 
after they walked out in a dispute 
over the price of freight. There were 
no immediate reports of injuries or 
major clashes from the protests near 
the National Assembly in Seoul. 
The marchers, mostly members of 
the Korean Confederation of Trade 
Unions, accused President Yoon Suk 

Yeol’s conservative government of 
labour oppression and ignoring what 
they described as the truckers’ harsh 
work conditions and financial strug-
gles, worsened further by rising fuel 
costs. The government on Tuesday is-

sued an order for some 2,500 drivers 
of cement trucks to return to work, 
saying that their walkout is rattling 
the national economy. It wasn’t im-
mediately clear how many truckers 
returned to their jobs following the 
order as they union vowed to con-
tinue the strike. Thousands of mem-
bers of the Cargo Truckers Solidarity 
union have been striking since last 
week, calling for the government to 
make permanent a minimum freight 
rate system that is to expire at the 
end of 2022. (Agencies)

ATHENS: The British Museum and 
the Greek prime minister are in the 
“advanced stage” of “secret talks” 
over the “possible return” of the Par-
thenon Marbles, local media report-
ed today. The ancient sculptures, 
also known as the Elgin Marbles, 
were taken from the Parthenon tem-
ple in Athens in the early 19th cen-
tury by British diplomat Lord Elgin 
and have been held by the British 
Museum ever since. Greece wants 
them returned. 
The behind-the-scenes talks be-
tween British Museum chair George 
Osborne and Greek prime minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis “have been tak-
ing place in London since November 
2021,” daily newspaper Ta Nea re-

ported. It said the latest discussions 
took place at a hotel this week, while 
Mitsotakis was in the British capital 
to promote Greek business inter-
ests. The “delicate” negotiations 
between Osborne, a former Brit-
ish finance minister, and the Greek 
leader were at “an advanced stage.” 
However, Greek officials cautioned 

they could still “hit a stalemate at 
the eleventh hour,” the paper said. 
“It is possible that a mutually benefi-
cial solution can be found. The Par-
thenon Sculptures can be reunited 
and at the same time the concerns 
of the British Museum can be tak-
en into account,” ANA-MPA news 
agency reported Mitsotakis as say-
ing on Monday. 
“I understand that there is momen-
tum. I am consciously talking about 
‘reunification’ of the Sculptures 
and not about a ‘return’.” The Brit-
ish Museum issued a statement on 
Saturday saying it wanted “a new 
Parthenon partnership with Greece” 
and was prepared to talk to Athens 
about that. (Agencies)

Biden, Prince William 
meet in chilly Boston

Another Indiana judge 
blocks abortion ban

Estonia to buy Himars 
rockets from US

Festival on Vietnam’s 
national dress opens  

to boost tourism

China faces  
marriage crisis

Magnitude 6.1 quake  
hits Indonesia

BOSTON: US President Joe Biden 
met briefly with Britain’s Prince Wil-
liam in Boston where the two quick-
ly hit on the most British of conver-
sation topics -- the bad weather. As 
the heir to Britain’s throne strode 
up outside the John F. Kennedy Li-
brary and Museum without an over-
coat, Biden remarked that it was 
“freezing.” Prince William chuckled 
and later could be heard informing 
the president that “when we got 
in Wednesday, it was pouring with 
rain.” The less than hour-long meet-
ing took place while Prince William 
was in Boston with his wife Kate for 
their Earthshot Prize Awards cere-
mony, which promotes solutions to 
environmental challenges. Biden, 
coincidentally, was in the city to at-
tend a Democratic Party fundraiser. 
Strolling a short distance together 
along the edge of Boston harbor 
outside the library, Biden jokingly 
asked if they “were going to jump 
in” and Prince William suggested a 
“quick swim.”They then entered the 
JFK library complex to finish off the 
encounter in presumably more com-
fort. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: A second judge from 
Indiana in the United States has 
blocked the near-total abortion 
ban by the state government. Mar-
ion County Superior Court Judge 
Heather Welch followed the steps 
of a different judge making it more 
difficult for the ban to be enforced. 
Welch ruled on Friday that the abor-
tion ban infringes on religious liber-
ties protected by the law as argued 
by a group of Jewish and Muslim 
plaintiffs. Indiana became the first 
of the 50 states in August to pass 
a law restricting access to abortion 
after the Supreme Court overturned 
a 1973 ruling, known as “Roe vs. 
Wade” that protected that law at 
the federal level. The new legisla-
tion was approved by both houses 
of state parliament and was signed 
shortly after by Indiana Governor 
Eric Holcomb, giving it legal valid-
ity. (Agencies)

TALLINN: Estonia has agreed to 
buy six Himars rocket systems 
from the US worth over US$200 
million, the state defence in-
vestment agency said today. It is 
the largest arms purchase in the 
country’s history. Estonia, which 
neighbours Russia, has increased 
defence spending since Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine, as has its Bal-
tic neighbours, Latvia and Lithua-
nia. The Himars systems delivered 
to Ukraine are widely seen as one 
of the most effective tools in its ar-
senal, as the pro-Western country 
fights back against Russian troops. 
(Agencies)

HANOI: A festival featured with 
ao dai --Vietnam’s national dress 
for women, has kicked off here to 
boost the recovery of tourism in 
the country’s capital. During the 
three-day festival’s opening cere-
mony held on Friday evening next 
to Hoan Kiem Lake, various ao dai 
collections of well-known design-
ers, tourism companies, airlines 
and hotels were displayed, and art 
programs about tradition, history 
and usage of ao dai in olden and 
present days in various localities, 
including the capital city of Hanoi, 
the central city of Hue and southern 
Ho Chi Minh City, were staged. On 
Saturday and Sunday in the walking 
streets around the lake, there will be 
a parade of nearly 1,000 women in 
ao dai, and different music and light 
shows featuring the traditional long 
dress’s beauty. With the message of 
turning ao dai, “a culture ambassa-
dor,” into “a tourism ambassador,” 
the festival is designed to facilitate 
the recovery and development of 
Hanoi tourism which was heavily 
hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to the municipal authorities. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: The number of weddings 
has hit a 37-year-low, local report 
says. China’s annual rate of new 
marriages has fallen to the lowest 
point in more than three decades, 
contributing to the country’s already 
declining birth rate, news agency 
Yicai reported on Thursday, citing 
the National Bureau of Statistics. 
Covid-19 restrictions, education, 
and the cost of living were said to be 
among key reasons for the decline. 
Around 11.58 million people regis-
tered their first marriage in China 
in 2021, down by 708,000 from the 
year before. It is the first time since 
1985 that the annual number of peo-
ple entering their first marriage has 
fallen under 12 million. The same 
metric peaked with 23.8 million in 
2013, but has since decreased by 
51.5%, according to the report. Song 
Jian, a demographer at the Center 
for Population and Development 
Studies at the Renmin University 
told the Global Times on Friday that 
the declining marriage rate was due 
to a rise in the age in which people 
tie the knot for the first time, main-
ly due to more access to higher ed-
ucation and “young people seeking 
professional stability before getting 
married.” (Agencies)

JAKARTA: A quake of 6.1 magnitude 
hit Indonesia’s West Java area on Sat-
urday, the country’s geophysics agency 
BMKG said, sending people running 
out of buildings. The quake has no tsu-
nami potential, the agency said. It was 
felt in capital Jakarta, around 200 km 
from the epicentre. One person was 
injured and four houses were dam-
aged in the town of Garut, said Abdul 
Muhari, spokesperson for Indonesia’s 
disaster mitigation agency (BNPB). 
Some residents of other towns and 
cities in West Java said on social me-
dia they felt the quake strongly. A Re-
uters witness in Bandung, the capital 
of West Java province, said guests of 
a hotel ran out of the building but had 
since returned inside. (Agencies)
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THE HAGUE: Cough medicines 
containing the chemical pholcodine 
should be banned due to the risk of 
potentially deadly allergic reactions 
in people under general anaesthetic, 
the European Union’s drug regula-
tor said Friday. The European Med-
icines Agency (EMA) recommended 
that treatments containing pholco-
dine, which is used in adults and 
children to treat dry coughs, should 
be withdrawn from sale. “Use of 
pholcodine in the 12 months before 
general anaesthesia... is a risk fac-
tor for developing an anaphylactic 
reaction” to muscle relaxants in the 
anaesthetic, the Amsterdam-based 

watchdog said. Anaphylactic shock 
is a “sudden, severe and life-threat-
ening allergic reaction,” it added. 
Medicines with the chemical were 
“being withdrawn from the EU mar-
ket and will therefore no longer be 
available by prescription or over the 
counter.” Opioid-based pholcodine 
has been used as a cough medicine 
since the 1950s. Medicines con-
taining the chemical are currently 
authorized in the EU countries of 
Belgium, Croatia, France, Ireland, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg and Slove-
nia, under brand names including 
Dimetane, Biocalyptol and Bron-
calene. (Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament and 
the judiciary are reviewing a law 
which requires women to cover 
their heads, and which triggered 
more than two months of deadly 
protests, the attorney general said. 
The demonstrations began after 
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian 
of Kurdish origin, died in custody 
on September 16 after her arrest by 
Iran’s morality police for an alleged 
breach of the dress code. Protesters 
have burned their head coverings 
and shouted anti-government slo-
gans. Since Amini’s death a growing 
number of women are not observing 
hijab, particularly in Tehran’s fash-

ionable north. The hijab headscarf 
became obligatory for all women in 
Iran in April 1983, four years after 
the 1979 revolution that overthrew 
the US-backed monarchy. “Both 
parliament and the judiciary are 
working (on the issue)”, of wheth-
er the law needs any changes, Mo-
hammad Jafar Montazeri said in the 
holy city of Qom. Quoted on Friday 
by the ISNA news agency, he did 
not specify what could be modified 
in the law. The review team met on 
Wednesday with parliament’s cul-
tural commission “and will see the 
results in a week or two”, the attor-
ney general said. (Agencies)

PARIS: French President Emmanu-
el Macron said there was no reason 
to panic about possible power cuts 
this winter, but he called on citi-
zens to use less energy and on state 
utility EDF to restart nuclear reac-
tors to prevent outages in case of 
cold weather. In an interview with 
French TV station TF1 recorded 
during his state visit to the United 
States this week, Macron denied 
that the risk of rolling blackouts 
was due to inadequate manage-
ment of EDF’s nuclear reactor re-
start programme. “First of all, let us 
be clear: no panic! It is legitimate 
for the government to prepare for 
the extreme cases which would 

mean cutting off electricity for a 
few hours per day if we did not have 
enough power,” Macron said. The 
head of French power grid operator 
RTE said on Thursday that France 
may face “some days” of power cuts 
this winter and the government 
has started briefing local authori-
ties on how to handle any outages. 
EDF has faced an unprecedented 
number of outages at its fleet of 
nuclear reactors, reducing nuclear 
output to a 30-year low just as Eu-
rope scrambles to replace Russian 
gas supplies, which Moscow cut off 
in retaliation for EU sanctions im-
posed over its February 24 invasion 
of Ukraine. (Agencies)
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