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Russia willing to provide Pakistan crude oil, 
LNG on discount

Afghan Taliban arrest Daesh member for 
attacking Pak Embassy

Historic crown to be modified for 
King Charles’s coronation

ISLAMABAD: Russia has agreed to 
provide Pakistan with crude oil at a 
discount. Further, the country is final-
izing an agreement to import two mil-
lion pounds of gas from Iran. This was 
disclosed by Minister of State for Pe-
troleum Musadik Malik during a press 
conference in Islamabad on Monday 
afternoon. Malik said that based on 
Pakistan’s population growth rate and 
the number of people who enter the 
job market annually, Pakistan needs 
an economic growth rate at around 
five to six percent annually. For this, 
the annual need for energy increases 
by six to eight percent which needs to 
be bridged. Malik, who recently con-
cluded a week-long trip to Russia, said 
that they had spoken to both govern-
ment and private energy supplier. He 
said that Russia had agreed to pro-
vide Pakistan crude oil at a discount. 
Moreover, he said that Moscow was 
willing to expand energy cooperation 
with Pakistan, including construction 
of a pipeline. In this regard, discus-
sions were held on new projects and 
on reviving old projects. On the pro-

vision of gas, he said that Moscow 
helped arranged meetings with pri-
vate firms dealing in Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) for acquiring stocks. Talks 
have also been initiated on govern-
ment-to-government contracts on gas 
supply. Malik said that the Russian en-
ergy minister is expected to visit Paki-
stan in the middle of January when key 
agreements would be signed. Malik 
said that Pakistan’s indigenous stocks 
of gas deplete around 8-10% annually 
for winter. He added that they have a 
greater stock of gas available this De-
cember and January than last year and 
it is being supplied. He added that he 
and the petroleum ministry secretary 
are constantly monitoring the flow of 
gas daily. He added that private com-
panies are also importing Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas (LPG), including Sui 
Southern Gas Company (SSGC) to 
great success. Apart from private com-
panies, he said that the government is 
in the final phases of brokering a deal 
for importing 2 million pounds of addi-
tional gas from Iran and will be avail-
able in the coming weeks. (Agencies)

KABUL: The Taliban-led Afghan inter-
im government has announced arrest-
ing prime suspect involved in attack 
on Pakistan’s Embassy in Kabul in 
which a security guard was critically 
injured. The development came three 
days when on Friday, the head of Pak 
mission Ubaid Nizamani escaped the 
assassination bid when embassy’s 
compound in Kabul came under attack. 
However, a security guard, Sepoy Israr 
Mohammad, was injured in the attack 
while protecting the diplomat. Israr had 
immediately been shifted to Pakistan. 

Taking to Twitter, Taliban’s spokesper-
son Zabihullah Mujahid said the arrest-
ed figure was a foreigner and a member 
of terrorist group Daesh. The statement 
came just a day after Daesh claimed 
responsibility for attack on Pakistan’s 
embassy in Kabul. Earlier reports sug-
gested that the prime suspect had been 
arrested the eighth floor of the nearby 
building in Kabul. Afghan security forc-
es had also recovered an AK-47 rifle, a 
long-range automatic rifle, a sniper ri-
fle and other weapons from the posses-
sion of the suspect. (Agencies)

LONDON: The historic St Edward’s 
Crown, which has been the centrepiece 
of the coronation of monarchs in En-
gland for more than 350 years, has 
been removed from the Tower of Lon-
don to be modified for the coronation 
of King Charles III next May, Bucking-
ham Palace said. The crown, which 
usually forms part of the Crown Jewels 
on display at the Tower, has been used 
since the coronation of King Charles 
II in 1661 after the monarchy was re-
stored following the 10-year republic 
of Oliver Cromwell. The St Edward’s 
Crown replaced a medieval version, 
thought to have dated back to the 11th 
Century reign of Edward the Confes-
sor which was melted down in 1649. 
Charles III will be crowned with St 
Edward’s Crown during the solemn 
ceremony to be held at London’s West-
minster Abbey on May 6, just as his 
late mother Queen Elizabeth II was in 
1953. He will also wear the Imperial 
State Crown during the service.The St 

Edward’s Crown, made up of a solid 
gold frame set with rubies, amethysts, 
sapphires, garnet, topazes and tourma-
lines, follows its original medieval fore-
bear in having four crosses-pattée and 
four fleurs-de-lis. It also has a velvet cap 
with an ermine band. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Kremlin said today 
that a Western price cap on Russian 
oil would destabilise global energy 
markets but would not affect Mos-
cow’s ability to sustain its military op-
eration in Ukraine. Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov said Russia 
was preparing how it would respond 
to the move by the G7 and allies to 
ban countries and companies from 
dealing with Russian seaborne ex-
ports of oil where the price is above 
US$60 a barrel. “Russia and the 
Russian economy have the required 
capacity to fully meet the needs and 
requirements of the special military 
operation,” Peskov told reporters to-
day when asked whether the price 
cap would affect Russia’s military 
campaign in Ukraine. Russia calls its 
actions in Ukraine a “special military 
operation.” He added that the price 
cap would “completely destabilise” 
the global energy markets, and told 
Europeans that they should brace 
themselves for higher prices. Mean-
while, French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s suggestion the West should 
consider Russia’s need for security 
guarantees if Moscow agrees to talks 
to end the war in Ukraine unleashed a 
storm of criticism in Kyiv and its Bal-
tic allies. In an interview with French 
TV, Macron said Europe needs to pre-
pare its future security architecture 
and also think “how to give guar-
antees to Russia the day it returns 
to the negotiating table”. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
top aide, Mykhailo Podolyak, said it 
is the world that needs security guar-
antees from Russia, not the other 
way around. “Civilized world needs 
‘security guarantees’ from barbaric 
intentions of post-Putin Russia,” Po-
dolyak said on Twitter. While Ukraine 
and the West dream of a tribunal that 

could put Vladimir Putin in the dock 
for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, ex-
perts warn such a court would face 
formidable challenges. The EU has 
proposed a “specialised court” backed 
by the UN to prosecute Russia’s 
“crime of aggression,” in one of the 
most concrete steps so far. The plan 
will get round the fact that the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) can in-
vestigate war crimes in Ukraine, but 
cannot try the “leadership” crime of 
aggression in Russia’s case. The EU 
is looking to impose restrictions on 
Russia’s drone sector as part of a new 
package of sanctions the bloc aims 
to approve for next week The EU is 
also considering restrictions on other 
technologies and components used 
by Moscow for military purposes, as 
well as measures further targeting 
services, investments and Russia’s 
media and financial sectors, accord-
ing to a report. The new package, 
which would be the EU’s ninth since 
Russia invaded Ukraine in February, 
would also add about 180 individuals 
and entities to the bloc’s sanctions 
list, one of the people said. The head 
of US intelligence says Russian troops 
are running at a “reduced tempo” and 
suggests Ukrainian forces could have 
brighter prospects in coming months. 
Avril Haines, the US director of na-
tional intelligence, said her team was 

“seeing a kind of a reduced tempo al-
ready of the conflict” and expects both 
sides will look to refit and resupply, 
for a possible Ukrainian counter-of-
fensive in the spring. “But we actually 
have a fair amount of scepticism as to 
whether or not the Russians will be, in 
fact prepared to do that,” said Haines, 
speaking to NBC’s Andrea Mitchell. 
Russian fighter jets have significantly 
reduced their missions over Ukraine, 
according to a daily British intelli-
gence bulletin. Currently, several 
dozen missions per day are still being 
flown. In March, there were up to 300 
missions a day, the British Ministry of 
Defence said on Twitter citing intelli-
gence. The Russian air force has lost 
more than 60 aircraft so far, including 
a Sukhoi Su-24 tactical bomber and 
a Sukhoi Su-25 ground fighter in the 
past week alone, it said. Lithuania 
will provide Ukraine with artillery 
ammunition. The Lithuanian Defense 
Ministry tweeted that the country 
was sending 155-mm ammunition for 
Ukrainian artillery. President Vladi-
mir Putin visited the Crimean Bridge 
on Monday, meeting construction 
workers and driving over its restored 
section. The bridge links the peninsu-
la to mainland Russia and was dam-
aged in a terrorist attack in early Oc-
tober. It has been undergoing repairs 
since then. (Agencies)

– Ukraine, Baltics rebuke Macron for suggesting ‘security guarantees’ for Russia

Oil price cap won’t affect campaign in Ukraine - Kremlin
– Russia has reduced aerial missions in Ukraine: British intel
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 – Russian troops are running at ‘reduced tempo’: US Intelligence

– Lithuania to give 155 mm artillery ammunition to Ukraine  – Putin drives over repaired Crimean Bridge 

STOCKHOLM: Sales of arms and mil-
itary services grew in 2021, research-
ers said Monday, but were limited by 
worldwide supply issues related to the 
pandemic, with the war in Ukraine 
increasing demand while worsening 
supply difficulties. The top 100 arms 
companies sold weapons and relat-
ed services totalling US$592 billion in 
2021, 1.9% more than the year before, 
said the latest report from the Stock-
holm International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI). However, the growth 
was severely impacted by widespread 
supply chain issues. “The lasting im-
pact of the pandemic is really starting 
to show in arms companies,” Nan Tian, 
a senior researcher at SIPRI, told AFP. 
Disruptions from both labour short-
ages and difficulties in sourcing raw 
materials were “slowing down the 
companies’ ability to produce weap-
ons systems and deliver them on time. 
“So what we see really is a potentially 
slower increase to what many would 

have expected in arms sales in 2021,” 
Tian said. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
is also expected to worsen supply chain 
issues, in part “because Russia is a ma-
jor supplier of raw materials used in 
arms production”, said the report’s au-
thors. But the war has at the same time 
increased demand. “Definitely demand 
will increase in the coming years,” Tian 
said. By how much was at the same 
time harder to gauge, Tian said point-
ing to two factors that would impact 
demand. The Ukraine effect: Firstly, 
countries that have sent weapons to 
Ukraine to the tune of hundreds of 
millions of dollars will be looking to re-
plenish stockpiles. Secondly, the wors-
ening security environment means 
“countries are looking to procure more 
weapons”. With the supply crunch 
expected to worsen, it could hamper 
these efforts, the authors noted. Com-
panies in the US continue to dominate 
global arms production, accounting 
for over half, US$299 billion, of global 

sales and 40 of the top companies. At 
the same time, the region was the only 
one to see a drop in sales: 0.9% down 
on the 2020 figures. Among the top five 
companies – Lockheed Martin, Ray-
theon Technologies, Boeing, Northrop 
Grumman and General Dynamics – 
only Raytheon recorded an increase in 
sales. Meanwhile, sales from the eight 
largest Chinese arms companies rose 
6.3% to US$109 billion in 2021. Euro-
pean companies took 27 of the spots 
on the top 100, with combined sales 
of US$123 billion, up 4.2% compared 
to 2020. The report also noted a trend 
of private equity firms buying up arms 
companies, something the authors said 
had become increasingly apparent over 
the last three or four years. This trend 
threatens to make the arms industry 
more opaque and therefore harder to 
track, Tian said, “because private equi-
ty firms will buy these companies and 
then essentially not produce any more 
financial records”. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: About 200 protest-
ers lit candles and shouted “Free Chi-
na!” two blocks from the White House 
on Sunday in a show of support for 
demonstrations in China calling for an 
end to severe anti-virus controls and for 
political change. Protesters in Freedom 
Plaza held up signs saying, “No Dicta-
torship, No Censorship,” demanding 
that President Xi Jinping and the ruling 
Communist Party give up power. They 
held up blank sheets of paper, a symbol 

of opposition to the party’s pervasive 
censorship. Some yelled, “Free China!” 
The protests erupted Nov. 25 after at 
least 10 people died in a fire in Urumqi, 
a city in China’s northwest. Authori-
ties rejected suggestions firefighters 
or people trying to escape might have 
been blocked by anti-virus controls. 
But the disaster became a focus for 
public frustration with curbs that con-
fine millions of people to their homes. 
“I did not care much about these pub-

lic issues before as it did not happen to 
me,” said a Chinese student who would 
give only her surname, Liu, due to fear 
of retaliation. “The COVID policy is re-
ally improper,” said Liu. “Now that I am 
in a country with free speech, I shall do 
my best when my rights can be protect-
ed.” Uighurs, Tibetans and members of 
other ethnic minorities that are target-
ed for surveillance and control by the 
Communist Party joined the protests..
(Agencies)

Growth in arms trade stunted by supply issues

Protesters near White House demand ‘Free China!’

Germany’s Scholz: We must avoid dividing world 
into Cold War-style blocs

BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz warned against creating a new 
Cold War by dividing the world into 
blocs and called for putting all efforts 
towards building new partnerships in 
an opinion piece for Foreign Affairs 

magazine published online on Monday. 
The West must stand up for democratic 
values and protect open societies, “but 
we must also avoid the temptation to 
once again divide the world into blocs,” 
wrote Scholz in the piece. (Agencies)
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
handed over provisional allotment 
letters of media colony in Dangram 
housing scheme to the journalists of 
Swat district. In this connection, a 
ceremony was held at the Chief Min-
ister’s House on Monday in which the 
Chief Minister handed over the provi-
sional allotment letters of the plots to 
Chairman Swat Press Club Saeedur 
Rahman, President of Swat Union of 
Journalists Mahboob Ali and others. 
It should be remembered that the to-
tal area of Dangram housing scheme 
is 500 kanals while the housing 
scheme consists of 682 plots in which 
426 plots are 5 marla and 256 plots 
are 7 marla. In the housing scheme, 
71 plots of 5 marles are allocated for 
the journalists of Swat on self-finance 
basis. About 37% of the area of Dan-
gram Housing Scheme is reserved 

for residential, 3.5% for commercial, 
about 33% for parks and green area 
and about 2% for cemetery. Other fea-
tures of the housing scheme include 
provision of underground electricity 
system, underground sewage system, 
sewage treatment plant, mosque, ed-
ucational facilities, health facilities 
and other basic amenities. Speaking 
on the occasion, the Chief Minister 
said that the provincial government 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf is taking 
concrete steps to provide residential 
facilities to the people as per the vi-

sion of Chairman Imran Khan, which 
is an important step towards the es-
tablishment of a welfare state. The 
Chief Minister said that the provincial 
government has started housing soci-
eties in other districts of the province 
to provide easy living facilities to the 
citizens. The Chief Minister further 
said that the role of journalists in de-
mocracy is very important and the 
present provincial government fully 
believes in freedom of press and is 
taking all possible measures for the 
welfare of journalists.
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CM Mahmood Khan handed over allotment letters to journalists from Swat

PHC orders reinstatement of 100 retired Levies personnel

Air pollution posing threat to human lives in Peshawar

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High Court 
has ordered reinstatement of around 100 
retired personnel of Malakand Levies in 
the light of a law providing for restoration 
of personnel retired between March 
and November 2021. A two-member 
bench consisting of Justice Mohammad 
Naeem Anwar and Justice Mohammad 
Ijaz Khan accepted two almost identical 

petitions filed by the retired personnel of 
Levies from Dir Lower and Malakand 
districts, requesting the court to set aside 
different retirement orders issued by the 
government in March 2021. The peti-
tioners requested the court to order their 
reinstatement and declared them enti-
tled to complete their service till reach-
ing 60 years of age. The petitioners, who 
had served as sepoy, lance naik, naik and 
havaldar, were retired through different 
orders on March 25, 2021. Barrister Dr 
Adnan Khan represented the petitioners 
and stated that the relevant rules, gov-
erning the service of the Levies Force, 
were amended in March 23, 2021, and 
certain changes were made in the ex-
isting retirement age for the personnel. 
He said that as per schedule III of the 
amended rules, the personnel serving 
as hawaldar would retire on reaching 

31 years of service or attaining 51 years 
of age; naik would retire with 29 years 
of service or 48 years of age; lance naik 
would retire with 27 years of service of 
45 years of age and sepoy would retire 
with 25 years of service or 42 years of 
age, whichever was earlier. Relying on 
the said rules, he said the petitioners 
were retired from service on reaching 
certain age or completing certain length 
of service. Barrister Adnan stated that 
after retirement of his clients, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly passed Provin-
cially Administered Tribal Areas Levies 
Force (Amendment) Act, 2021, whereby 
certain employees of the force, who had 
retired during the period March 22, 2021 
till the commencement of the Act on No-
vember 30, 2021, and had not crossed 
the prescribed upper age limit, should be 
reinstated in service. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: Abid Ahmad (50), a 
poor driver of the container is battling 
for their life at Lady Reading Hospital 
(LRH) after he was diagnosed with 
acute pneumonia and respiratory in-
fections caused by air pollution and 
COVID-19. Doctors were making ef-
forts to save the life of the poor Abid, 
who was on a ventilator for nearly 35 
days at the Pulmonology ward of LRH 
after his condition got deteriorated in 
a private hospital. Standing in front of 
the bed of his ill-fated father, Ahmad 
Khan, a resident of Mera Kachori Pe-
shawar with stretched hands praying 
for his early recovery said, “My Baba 
who was a driver of a cargo contain-
er, was complaining about shortness 
of breath since last few months and 
often sit on the ground after walking 
few yards in a bid to restore his ox-
ygen.” “Last month, we rushed him 
to a private hospital where he was 
diagnosed with acute respiratory in-
fections and referred him to LRH.” 
“Abid’s condition was serious. We put 
him on a ventilator after his oxygen 
level has significantly dropped due 
to acute pneumonia and aggravat-
ed asthma coupled with symptoms 
of air pollution and COVID-19,” said 
Dr. Anila Basit, Associated Profes-
sor, Pulmonology Department LRH 
while talking to APP. She said the 
air pollution coupled with pneumo-
nia had severely damaged his both 
lungs due to which he fell prey to the 
corona due to low immunity.  Term-
ing air pollution a serious threat to 
human lives, the senior pulmonolo-
gist said it could affect people of all 
age groups especially children and 

elder citizens, adding air pollution 
reduced lung growth and functions 
in children besides leading to respi-
ratory chest infections, lung cancers, 
coronary heart diseases, strokes and 
asthma that often cause premature 
deaths if untreated. “Air pollution 
was the major cause of stillbirth and 
preterm births besides less cognitive 
IQ and acute respiratory infections 
in children. I advised people to use 
face masks and adopt safe energy 
resources to improve the air quality 
index.” Referring to the WHO report 
2021, Dr. Anila said around seven mil-
lion people die every year worldwide 
due to excessive use of hazardous gas 
emissions mostly by industrial units, 
brick kilns, vehicular traffic, and oth-
er means of air pollution In Pakistan, 
about 128,000 deaths were reported 
every year due to pollution-related 
diseases, according to a recent report 

of Fair Finance Pakistan, a non-gov-
ernment organization working to 
combat climate change. According 
to the NGO, Pakistan, China and In-
dia account for the highest number 
of deaths owing to air pollution as 
millions across these countries were 
forced to breathe air that contains 
high levels of hazardous pollutants 
and Particulate Matter (PM 2.5) level 
pollution. Ikhtair Wali Khan, Pakistan 
Muslim League-N KP spokesman 
and member provincial assembly said 
that Peshawarties were exposed to in-
haling poor air quality due to a lack of 
vision and improper planning of the 
provincial government to combat the 
menace of air pollution and climate 
change. Known for the fragrance of 
Gul-e-Dawodi in December, he said 
Peshawar was currently engulfed by 
thick smoke mostly being emitted by 
thousands of unregistered rickshaws, 

taxis, and unfit public transport while 
brick kilns, marble crushing units, 
and industries were additional con-
tributors to air pollution. He accused 
the previous PTI government of axing 
thousands of trees, and plants and 
destroying green belts in Peshawar 
for paving way for an ill-planned bus 
rapid transit (BRT) project, which 
further aggravated the gravity of the 
situation. Muhammad Irshad, Chief 
Analyst, Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) said Particulate Matter 
(PM) 2.5 pollution in Peshawar was 
reported higher than limits set by Na-
tional Environmental Quality Stan-
dards (NEQS) and its bigger impact 
on public health was much more than 
that. PM 2.5 pollution was a complex 
mixture of extremely small particles 
that stays for a longer period in the air 
and once inhaled can affect people’s 
hearts, stomachs, and lungs leading 
to strokes, asthma, cancer, and other 
chronic diseases. He said about 60 
percent of pollution was being con-
tributed by vehicles and rickshaws in 
Peshawar. EPA conducted a scientific 
study with help of SUPARCO in 2017-
18 at different locations of Peshawar 
where dust and pollution were mea-
sured in the air between five to 10 feet 
in height where PM 2.5 was almost 
four times higher than NEQS stan-
dards. He said the study noted about 
52mg/m3 higher dust and smoke 
particulate in the air while normally 
it should be around 15mg/m3 as per 
NEQS standards.  He said the Bank of 
Khyber has established 20 air quality 
monitoring stations in KP including 
Peshawar. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.5 231.5

China Yuan 31.85 32.1

Japanese Yen 1.9 1.94

Saudi Riyal 63.2 63.8

U.A.E Dirham 65.3 65.8

UK Pound 293 295.8

Euro 250 252.5

Australian Dollar 152.24 153.49

Canadian Dollar 166.23 167.58

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
150800 

Rs. 
138232 

Rs. 
131950 

Rs. 
113100

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129300 

Rs. 
118524 

Rs. 
113138 

Rs.  
96975

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12930 

Rs.  
11852 

Rs.  
11314 

Rs.  
9698

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
366600 

Rs. 
336048 

Rs. 
320775 

Rs. 
274950

KP Police, UN women launch a handbook  
on gender responsive policing

Speakers call for bringing changes  
in present factories laws

BRT integrates info of bus stops on Google Maps 

PESHAWAR: UN Women and KP 
Police launched a Handbook on 
Gender Responsive Policing under 
European Union Funded KP Rule 
of Law Programme. The objective 
of the handbook is to provide police 
officers and institutions with the nec-
essary knowledge and skills, training 
methodologies and practical guid-
ance to respond to violence against 
women and girls. While introduc-
ing the concept of the gender po-
licing to the audience, Assistant 
Inspector General Police, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. Quraish Khan, 
“Through Gender-responsive polic-
ing we ensure all parts of the commu-
nity, women and girls, men and boys 
including minority or marginalized 
groups, is not disadvantaged over 
another in its treatment by the po-
lice. This handbook will assist us in 
achieving this goal.” The KP Police 
is committed to build the capacity of 
the KP police officers on the concepts 
of gender-responsive policing with 
an objective of ensuring accountabil-
ity for the meaningful participation 
of the victim/survivor in the investi-
gation when VAWG is alleged to have 

occurred. UN Women, Head Office 
of KP Zainab Qaiser said, “Gender 
responsive policing has long been 
regarded as a vital component of 
building trust within the communi-
ties. Structural, cultural, institution-
al, and most importantly attitudinal 
change within the police department 
is the best way forward. The training 
of police is a priority.” Inspector Gen-
eral, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police, 
Moazzam Jah Ansari while giving 
his remarks informed about the re-
forms KP police took to strengthened 
gender policing and said, “ KP police 
is committed to introduce gender 
equality in the unit and took  mea-
surable and effective actions for 
mainstreaming gender in all areas 
of policing and making it effective in 
service access for women, girls and 
other vulnerable population.” At the 
request of the KP Police, UN Wom-
en has contextualized and translated 
the chapters of the UN Handbook on 
Gender Responsive Police Service in 
Urdu language. The printing process 
has been completed and the hand-
book has been handed over to the KP 
Police. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Speakers at an aware-
ness session underlined the need of 
bringing changes in present factories 
laws and regulations. The awareness 
session on Employees Social Securi-
ty Institutions (ESSI) and Employees’ 
Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI) 
Laws under GIZ - Industry-Aca-
demia Linkages Project – WBT, held 
under aegis of the Sarhad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), 
sponsored by GIZ – a German Devel-
opment Agency here at the chamber’s 
house, said in press release here on 
Monday. President, SCCI Muhammad 
Ishaq chaired the session, which was 
attended by representatives of vari-
ous factories, traders, importers and 
exporters, and members of relevant 
stakeholders. SCCI senior vice presi-
dent Shahid Hussain, Deputy Director 
Evaluation and Monitoring ESSI Saqib 
Khan, memebrs of the chamber’s ex-
ecutive committee Naeem Qasmi, Lala 
Badshah, Munawar Khurshid, Ham-
za Ibrahim Butt, Waqar Ahmad, Faiz 
Muhammad, Muhammad Nisar Khan, 
Rahid Iqbal Siddique, Aqib Ismail, 
Mohsin Wadood, Small Industrial Es-
tate Association Kohat Road Pesha-
war president Wahid Arif Awan and 
others were present in the sanitization 
session. GIZ Consultant Faiz Muham-
mad briefed on the occasion briefed 
the participants regarding main ob-

jectives of the awareness program, 
while consultant Sharif Khan Khattak 
through his multi-media presentation 
comprehensively highlighted the sig-
nificance of ESSI and EOBI Laws. It 
is imperative to bring changes in laws 
pertaining factories, Ishaq stressed. 
He emphasized that the business com-
munity should get awareness about 
laws and regulations. The SCCI chief 
called upon the relevant institutions to 
avoid harassing the business commu-
nity on the pretext of enforcing laws in 
order to keep their dignity intact. The 
speakers said the business communi-
ty is ready to cooperate with relevant 
institutions in enforcement of relevant 
laws. However, they said unnecessary 
actions and harassment are intolera-
ble. Ishaq thanked the GIZ for provid-
ing financial and technical assistance 
for holding training, seminars and 
awareness sessions for the business 
community. He revealed SCCI has 
planned to organize more trainings 
and awareness sessions in the coming 
days. The chamber’s president elab-
orated that the main purpose of the 
training sessions was to sensitize the 
business community about laws and 
regulations and build up their capaci-
ty as per modern requirements. Ishaq 
appreciated the participants for taking 
keen interests and active participation 
in the training/awareness session. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
service has uploaded information of 
its bus stops on Google Maps for fa-
cilitation of its hundreds of thousands 
of customers. “BRT Peshawar has in-
tegrated information of its `Zu’ brand 
on google maps for the easement of 
its customers who can check details 
of their nearest and feasible stop by 
using the App,” informs CEO Tran-
sPeshawar, Fayyaz Khan. “The google 
maps is being used by large number 
of people for travel guidance and now 
the BRT users can also avail the facili-
ty for making their travel easy,” he told 
APP on Monday. “Linking of BRT with 
google app is also part of upgrading 
the service of the mass urban mobil-
ity with other international transport 

systems,” Khan adds. The google app 
will also apprise its users about easy 
accessible way of reaching the nearest 
BRT station, needed time for reaching 
up there and timings of different bus-
es. It merits to mention here that BRT 
Peshawar is providing travel facility 
to more than 2,60,000 passengers on 
daily basis out of which 70,000 are fe-
male. After launching of the services, 
female traveling on public transport 
facility has been increased from ear-
lier two percent to 20 percent. All 
buses of Peshawar Zu are also pro-
viding special seats for persons with 
disabilities and even the transgenders 
who earlier fully avoided using public 
transport and opted for special cab 
services on exorbitant rates. (APP)
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Taking notice of the very irresponsible statements of the In-
dian leadership on Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, Chief of Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir has 
warned India that if war is imposed, the Pak army will bravely 
defend every inch of the motherland. He reminded the world 
to provide justice to Kashmiris according to the resolutions of 
the United Nations. The newly appointed COAS Asim Munir 
said this while talking to officers and soldiers during his visit 
to the front lines at Rakh Chakri sector of the Line of Control. 
He was briefed on the latest situation of the line of control 
and the operational preparations of the formations. On this 
occasion Gen Asim Munir gave a strong reply to the Indian 
Foreign Minister’s statement regarding occupied Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Indian Foreign Minister Rajnath Singh has 
recently said that India will be completed when he reaches 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Pakistan’s Foreign Office condemned this ir-
responsible and provocative statement, calling it ridiculous. 
India, which claims to be the largest democracy in the world, 
has its own internal affairs that are very worrying, the cruel-
ty inflicted on Muslims in India is unspeakable, despite the 
passage of more than seven decades, the Kashmir issue has 
not been resolved. Yes, the people of Kashmir are fighting 
for freedom, they are constantly. Not only Occupied Kashmir, 
dozens of separatist organizations operate in Assam, West 
Bengal, Mizoram, Manipur, Tripura, Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa, Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. The 
world, including Pakistan, is well aware of India’s desires and 
nefarious ambitions. Making such a statement on the part of 
India, will make no difference. The only solution to all prob-
lems is holding negotiations. Besides that India should avoid 
issuing provoking statements. Pakistan has and would contin-
ue to support of Kashmiris who have been struggling for their 
self-determination.

Army Chief’s Warning to India

It is time to call out Imran on his 
statement that parliamentary de-
mocracy is unfit for us so that he 
cannot use it in future. State, Su-
preme Court, and Election Com-
mission should prepare to deal 
with challenges of next election, 
governance and populism. On 2 
Dec 2022, a US judge ordered certi-
fication of Arizona Gov election re-
sult to meet its deadline. Following 
reports that Trump would attempt 
a coup after losing 2020 election, 
state decided to ignore his illegal 
orders and follow the constitution 
(14 July 2021, CNN). Similarly, 
criminal charges are likely against 
the supervisors for delay in Ari-
zona election result. US Supreme 
Court halt third party review of 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago documents. 
The ruling will help the Justice 
Department’s investigation into 
the mishandling of government 
records from Trump’s time in the 
White House (1 Dec 2022 CNN). 
Congress will get Trump’s tax de-
tails. Voters file complaints against 
vigilantes. 2022 is stress test for 
the US election system (27 Oct 
2022, the WP). History shows PTI, 
PMLN and PPP governments were 
more dictatorships than democra-
cies. Look at record transfers. Ju-
diciary, bureaucracy and military 
need protection from PM. Parlia-
ment should make PM accountable 
through its committees. PM should 
be answerable through daily PMQs 
instead of relying on Cablegate, 
Dawnleaks or Memogate. Judi-
ciary and establishments should 
be depoliticized and made inde-
pendent (Plan to reform supreme 
court is attack on independent ju-
diciary, says Labour 15 Nov 2020, 
the Guardian). ECP should ensure 
democracy in political parties. The 
announcement of by election re-
sult in Chester city UK shows how 
politicians to behave. All the can-
didates waited at the election stall 
where returning officer came and 
announced the result. There was 

applause after the announcement 
of result of each candidate. Labour 
MP Samantha Dixon kept waiting 
until the end of announcement. 
After that she made her victory 
speech which started with thank 
you to RO, election staff, and police 
for holding the election successful-
ly. Our political leaders have lived 
and studied in western democra-
cies, but it is not reflected in their 
behavior and political parties. The 
detailed contempt of court SC 
judgment on Imran merits review 
under Justice Yahya descent note. 
After PM Johnson resignation on 
conduct charges, UK Deputy PM 
is facing bullying investigation for 
complaints filed by civil servants. 
Under one country one law, Alvi 
and Imran merit accountability on 
SC judgment of Justice Isa mala 
fide in law reference. Imran should 
also face parliamentary committee 
for creating court cases backlog 
by failing to create required num-
ber of courts. Accounts commit-
tee should ask for expenditure of 
$47bn debt taken during his ten-
ure. Parliamentary system is en-
shrined in the 1973 Constitution. 
A general assembly cannot change 
fundamentals of the constitution 
laid out by the constituent assem-
bly. That is why 18th Amendment 
is also unconstitutional because 
instead of restoring original con-
stitution it made 102 changes in 
it. UK Supreme Court has stopped 
SNP from holding second refer-
endum on EU (23 Nov 2022, the 
Guardian). Experts opine that vic-
tory in election is not endorsement 
of referendum which political par-
ties include in their manifestoes as 
voters vote on many issues. EVM 
is another attack on democracy. 
Under The Securing of America’s 
Federal Elections (SAFE) Act 2019, 
US election systems have to use 
voter-verified paper ballots. Under 
the US law, the votes are scanned 
for machine counting. Manual 
counting is used in appeals. The 

law also prohibits vote counting 
machines from being connected 
to the internet and being produced 
in foreign countries (27 June 2019, 
the Hill). Vote counting machines 
are like banknote counters and 
they are not EVMs. There is need 
for electoral reforms. The way we 
elect our MPs is bad for voters, for 
government and democracy. Our 
current FPTP system has failed in 
West. In UK, the experts are call-
ing for proportional representa-
tion for having seats in parliament 
in proportion to the casted votes. 
In 2016, Hillary got six million 
more votes than Trump but lost 
the election due to FPTP. Measures 
to restore voter turnout which has 
dropped to 51.7% in 2018 and cut 
11.7 % increase in number of re-
jected ballots which is more than 
the majority needed to form a 
government. UK prime ministers 
who win elections have a dubi-
ous mandate. Boris Johnson won 
43.6% votes and 56.2 seats in the 
parliament.Labour won 32.1 per-
cent vote and 31.1 percent seats.
Lib Dems 11.5 percent vote and 
1.5 seats. A legitimate win for Bo-
ris under the current rules, yes, 
but “a mandate from the country,” 
no (30 Aug 2022, the Guardian). It 
is equally true for Imran and PTI 
(16.8M votes/149 seats) versus 
26M votes of PMLN (24%/82), PPP 
(13%/54) and Independents (23%) 
from 51.7% voter turnout. From 
1945 onwards, no party winning a 
general election in UK has gained 
50% of the vote, yet often they 
have had a substantial majority of 
seats in the Commons. Labour is 
not ready to replace FPTP system 
with proportional representation 
to avoid coalition government and 
Tories are happy winning for last 
12 years (Why is Labour ignoring 
its own members on electoral re-
form? 30 Sept 2022, the Guardian).

Courtesy Pakistan Observer
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    Parliamentary democracy
— By Rizwan Ghani

The word “Teamwork” reflects the 
collaborative effort and the collec-
tive wisdom of a group of people 
to accomplish a common goal. It 
provides an equal opportunity for 
all members to contribute signifi-
cantly towards the achievement of 
the assigned tasks. The question 
arises of the need and significance 
of this topic in the prevalent envi-
ronment. My argument is that Pa-
kistan’s work culture is dominated 
by individualism and, hence, faces 
the dilemma of underachievement 
and over-projection. Therefore, 
it is necessary that this aspect is 
discussed, and the cultural syn-
drome of individual glorification is 
discouraged. This does not mean 
that I am trying to demean the im-
portance of leadership, but only 
asserting the need for team build-
ing by leaders and then working 
in synergy to accomplish the de-
sired objectives. Teamwork usual-
ly not only helps in the successful 
accomplishment of a task but also 
ensures near-equal distribution of 
work and shared responsibility of 
the team. Recalling the modern-day 
concepts of Project Management, 
which dates back to the first large 
project launched during World War 
II: Project Manhattan, emphasised 
sharing of ideas, responsibility, and 
rewards. Led by Robert Oppen-
heimer, a physicist, the Project was 
‘responsible for the research and 
design of an atomic bomb.’ Since 
the project was large, complex, and 
secret, a large team comprising a 
variety of workforce was created 
that included scientists, engineers, 
technicians, constructionists, and 
even politicians. The need of build-
ing a team, even for smaller proj-
ects, cannot be over-emphasised 
due to inherently inbuilt benefits 
for the accomplishment of the task. 
In fact, teamwork in any organisa-
tion or for a specific project is the 
most effective MEDICINE for suc-

cess. Teamwork creates Motiva-
tion and acts as a force multiplier 
among all the colleagues engaged 
towards the accomplishment of the 
specific task. It generates Enthusi-
asm to do well and meet the time-
line. Teamwork also inculcates Dis-
cipline due to strict monitoring of 
the execution of the assigned tasks. 
It also ensures the Integrity of the 
institutions and individuals, which 
is extremely important for the 
Credibility of the whole process. 
Teamwork ensures Integration and 
synergetic application of ideas, and 
beliefs, which is extremely import-
ant for the fulfilment of the desired 
objectives. The beauty of teamwork 
is that each member could be Non-
chalant in their approach and con-
tribute in their own capacity with-
out compromising or jeopardising 
the accomplishment of the task. Fi-
nally, teamwork creates Equal op-
portunities for each participant to 
perform and impress upon the lead-
ership his/her abilities and capacity 
of doing better, thereby promoting 
a healthy competitive environment 
that could ultimately help in the 
efficient working of the institution. 
The purpose of explaining the in-
tangible benefits of teamwork was 
to highlight its significance for the 
accomplishment of tangible results. 
Individualism has become so prom-
inent in our society and the familiar 
mantra that, “I have done it,” is not 
only causing stress at the work-
place but also results in reduced 
output. The under-command col-
leagues feel deprived of due credit 
and perhaps do not make suitable 
contributions that they are capa-
ble of. This becomes evident in the 
sports field, political parties, gov-
ernment departments and even in 
the entertainment industry. Howev-
er, a positive outcome can be seen 
whenever a team was formed and 
assigned specific tasks.
Courtesy Daily Times

Significance of Teamwork
— By Dr Zia Ul Haque Shamsi

Diversity in definition
Diversity is a formal term, most-
ly referring to the amalgamation 
of civilized hubs of various castes, 
cultures, traditions and religions 
sharing equivalent branches of 
love and harmony at a common 
territory. Different historians and 
scholars have contributed in ex-
ploring the simple fundamentals 
of why diversity exists in enriched 

civilized nations. A formal panacea 
to dissolve informal inconvenience, 
irrational and insane conflicts that 
leads to the extinction of prosperi-
ty. The term diversity is not bound 
to a territorial honour, but, eventu-
ally is capable of appearing in small 
towns, classrooms and in a family 
as well. A little effort is required to 
please the goddess of success and 
prosperity who willingly blesses lo-

cal strata with the gift of diversity. 
That little effort is nonetheless but 
justice and equality which positive-
ly thrives youth. An introspection, 
like a thin needle connecting each 
piece of cloth and shaping a beau-
tiful dress, is something that prob-
ably can help in understanding di-
versity through various aspects.
– Sajid Ali Naich
– Khairpur

Letter to the Editor

Volunteers are driven by a desire 
to contribute to the well-being of 
their society, without expectation 
of material reward. Volunteer ef-
forts never get wasted, as it devel-
ops trust among the society, forms 
strong linkages between groups, 
enhances harmony and limits the 
distance. Ultimately their efforts 
promote civic values and social co-
hesion. On International Volunteer 
Day (IVD) on every December 5, I 
pay rich tribute to all volunteers for 
their valuable contribution to make 
their communities more resilient 
against natural and human induced 
disasters. Salute to all volunteers as 
they are giving services free of cost 
means Fee Sabeelillah (In the way 
of Allah). Since 1985, IVD has been 
observed on December 5 every year 
to promote volunteerism, encourage 
governments to support volunteer 
efforts and recognise volunteer con-
tributions at local, national and in-
ternational levels. The campaign of 
IVD-2022 is “to celebrate the spirit 
of volunteerism”. We are proud of 
all the volunteers who have become 
role models in their communities by 
working together in solidarity and 
personifying inspiration in action.
A country like Pakistan, where peo-
ple are unable to come out from the 
issues of basic needs, they are even 
highly motivated to volunteer their 
time to transform their respective 

communities. On several occasions, 
this was felt that people are very 
much interested to be connected 
with trustworthy volunteer forums 
and they do whatever they can do 
in their capacity. The well reputed 
Emergency Service Rescue 1122 
which is model for South Asia is 
committed to mobilise the power of 
volunteers to establish healthy safe 
and resilient communities. Accord-
ingly, under Community Safety Pro-
gram volunteers are being trained 
on three different levels and each 
level has its own objectives. As per 
directions of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, Rescue 1122 is leading 
organisation to execute Pak Life 
Saver Program to train maximum 
citizens on essential lifesaving skills 
of Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 
and bleeding control to save lives. 
It is also worth mentioning that the 
Chief Minister Punjab Ch. Pervaiz 
Elahi entrusted Secretary Emergen-
cy Services Department Dr Rizwan 
Naseer for another historic initiative 
of Establishment of Rescue Cadet 
Corps (RCC) for educational institu-
tions in line with NCC for training 
of students to make them socially 
responsible citizens of the country. 
Rescue 1122 gives opportunity to 
all citizens and volunteers to regis-
ter themselves as Rescue Scout and 
become the member of RCC and 
Community Emergency Response 

Team (CERT) to assist in manage-
ment of emergencies and promoting 
safety. This holistic approach has 
been started to mobilise the power 
of humanity for developing disaster 
resilience and transform the com-
munities in Pakistan through an ef-
fective and pragmatic involvement 
of volunteers. In this regard, Rescue 
Cadet Corps (RCC) APP is available 
to digitise all volunteers’ data and 
provide them opportunity for online 
registration, training on first aid, 
fire safety, road safety, healthy and 
clean Pakistan and clean environ-
ment followed by hands-on training 
on lifesaving skills by Rescue train-
ers and certification. Rescue 1122 
also organises advance trainings for 
volunteers to enhance volunteers’ 
skills on emergency preparedness, 
response and prevention. The Res-
cue Scouts are performing their du-
ties including emergency response, 
awareness raising, imparting train-
ing and conducting safety surveys 
after getting essential emergency 
and disaster management train-
ings from certified rescue trainers. 
During COVID-19 volunteers also 
assisted Rescue Service for distri-
bution of 50,000 Ration Packs to 
deserving families and awareness 
raising. We appreciate all of them.

Courtesy The Nation

International Volunteer Day
— By Deeba Shahnaz Akhtar 
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 Kabul mission head arrives in Pakistan  
after embassy attack 

Framework prepared to make Pakistan climate 
resilient country: Ahsan

LHC summons PTI leader Asad Umar  
for anti-judiciary speech

Govt releases Rs494.97m for 15 aviation sector projects 

Imparting modern, research-based education  
government’s top priority: SAPM 

Int’l Anti-Corruption Day to be marked on Dec 9 
NEPRA holds public hearing to address  

concerns of IPPs, coal suppliers

Court indicts accused in Sarah Inam murder case

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s head of 
mission in Kabul, Ubaid ur Rehman 
Nizamani, who escaped an armed as-
sault on his life in the embassy in the 
Afghan capital, is visiting the country 
for official engagements, the Foreign 
Office said Monday. “Our Head of 
Mission in Kabul Ubaid ur Rehman 
Nizamani is in Pakistan for a pre-
scheduled visit for consultations,” the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 
confirmed in a statement. According 
to Foreign Office, Nizamani was the 
target of the attack. The attackers 
missed Nizamani, but an embassy 
security guard, Sepoy Israr Moham-
mad, was critically wounded in the 
attack while protecting the ambassa-
dor. Soon after the attack, a spokes-
person for Kabul police said the em-
bassy compound was targeted by 
gunfire from a nearby building. Po-
lice had arrested one suspect and re-
covered two firearms, the statement 
said. Meanwhile, Zabiullah Mujahid, 
a spokesman for the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan, Monday claimed 
to have arrested the assailants who 
perpetrated the attack on the Paki-
stani embassy in Kabul, adding that 

the suspects were Daesh operatives. 
“The embassy attackers are foreign-
ers,” the Afghan spokesperson said. 
He said the foreigners had a hand in 
the assassination attempt on Paki-
stan’s mission head in Kabul. “The 
aim of the attack was to sow distrust 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan,” 
Mujahid added. On Sunday, the wire 
service Reuters reported that Daesh 
had claimed responsibility for the at-
tack in a statement carried by one of 
the militant group’s affiliated chan-
nels on Telegram. Daesh claimed the 
attack was carried out by two of its 
members armed with “medium and 
sniper weapons” and was targeting 
the ambassador and his guards who 
were present in the courtyard of the 
embassy. The same day, the Foreign 
Office said it had seen the reports 
of IS’s claim of responsibility and 
was verifying those reports. “Inde-
pendently and in consultation with 
the Afghan authorities, we are veri-
fying the veracity of these reports,” it 
said in a statement, adding the attack 
was a reminder of the risk militant 
activity posed to the region. (Agen-
cies)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning 
and Development Ahsan Iqbal says 
a framework has been prepared 
to make Pakistan climate resilient 
country. Ahsan Iqbal said the frame-
work will also be presented to the 
international community for their 
support. He expressed these words 
while speaking at the National Flood 
Response Center in Islamabad on 
Monday. The Minister pointed out 
that the Federal and provincial gov-
ernments, armed forces and other 
institutions collectively and success-
fully tackled the immediate chal-
lenge posed by the recent devastat-
ing floods. As a result of this synergy, 
we managed to mitigate the impact 
of the disaster. Ahsan Iqbal said this 
platform of National Flood Response 
Center is being closed down after 
successfully completing the mission 
of emergency response. He said the 
process of rehabilitation and recon-

struction will be carried out under a 
new format and institutionalized set-
ting to build a climate resilient and 
adaptable infrastructure. The Min-
ister for Planning pointed out that 
the floods inflicted a damage of over 
thirty billion Dollars which is ten 
percent of the GDP. He said Baloch-
istan and Sindh provinces witnessed 
the worst devastation. He urged the 
philanthropists to continue to help 
the flood victims till their complete 
rehabilitation. Ahsan Iqbal said Pa-
kistan is one of the most vulnerable 
countries to climate change and help 
is being sought from the internation-
al community to cope with this chal-
lenge. He said the establishment of 
loss and damage fund at the Climate 
Summit in Sharm Al Sheikh is a big 
triumph as Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and leaders of other develop-
ing nations strongly presented their 
case. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: A speech by Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Secretary Gen-
eral Asad Umar in a public gather-
ing on November 26 has landed him 
in potential trouble after the court 
summoned him Monday for alleged-
ly scandalizing the judiciary. Lahore 
High Court’s (LHC) Rawalpindi 
Bench Justice Jawad Hassan on Mon-
day heard a petition filed by the addi-
tional registrar of the court’s Rawal-
pindi registry against comments 
made during PTI’s sit-in on Murree 
Road in the garrison city. During the 
hearing, the Rawalpindi City Police 
Officer (CPO), the Rawalpindi com-
missioner, Rawalpindi deputy com-
missioner appeared before the court. 

Advocate Faisal Chaudhry appeared 
on behalf of the PTI. The addition-
al registrar of the court detailed the 
remarks uttered by the PTI leader 
during the public rally. Justice Has-
san remarked that Asad Umar had 
attacked the judiciary in his speech. 
“The PTI leader made scandalous 
and derogatory remarks against the 
judiciary,” he remarked. adding, “we 
will watch his speech first then decide 
to take action.”. Under the Article 14 
of the Constitution, no institution or 
individual can be made controversial, 
and if someone does so, they are li-
able to be prosecuted under Article 
204(2)(b) (contempt of court), the 
judge remarked. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
so far released funds amounting to 
Rs 494.97 million, under the Public 
Sector Development Programme 
(PSDP 2022-23) against total allo-
cation of Rs2.484 billion to execute 
15 different projects and schemes 
aimed at ensuring improved avi-
ation sector services in the coun-
try. Out of the total authorization/
disbursement of Rs 494.97 mil-
lion, around Rs360.48 million have 
been spent on the aviation sector 
projects during a four-month pe-
riod (July-October) of the current 
fiscal year, according to official 
data available with APP. As per the 
PSDP document, an amount of Rs 
2.303 billion had been allocated for 
10 ongoing schemes, out of which 
Rs 60 million were meant for con-
struction of Airport Security Force 
Camp at Islamabad Internation-
al Airport, Rs 29.871 million for 
building barrack accommodation 
for ASP personnel along with Mess 
and allied facilities, ladies rest 
room, MT, Store, Kote Magazine, 

Quarterguard and OC accommo-
dation/room at Skardu Airport, Rs4 
million for construction of Barrack 
accommodation for ASF person-
nel along with Mess and allied fa-
cilities, MT, Store, Visitors Room, 
Ladies Rest Room, Kote Magazine, 
Quarter Guard, and OC accommo-
dation/Room at Chitral Airport, 
Rs 5 million for construction of 
double storey Barracks for ASF at 
Faisalabad Airport, Rs 5 million for 
construction of Rain Water Har-
vesting Kasana Dam at Islamabad 
International Airport, Rs 25 million 
for for installation of Weather Sur-
veillance Radar at Karachi, Rs580 
million for installation of Weather 
Surveillance Radar at Multan, Rs 
10 million for installation of Weath-
er Surveillance Radar at Sukkur, Rs 
2 billion for new Gwadar Interna-
tional Airport (NGIA project), Rs 
150 million for up-gradation of ASF 
academy, Karachi and Rs 15 million 
for up-gradation of ASF Academy, 
Karachi (Feasibility & Supervi-
sion). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister on Youth Affairs, 
Shiza Fatima Khawaja Monday said 
that equipping the youth with mod-
ern, research-based education and 
training to meet future needs is the 
top priority of the coalition gov-
ernment. “The nation’s resources 
need to be spent on equipping the 
60% of the youth population with 
high-quality modern education in-
stead of creating divisions”, she 
said while speaking to a private 
news channel. She further assured 
that more funds would be utilized 
for the education sector and for 
equipping the youth with the latest 

skills and research. She mentioned 
that the government has been 
launching an international schol-
arship program for young people, 
adding, the present government 
was making durable investments 
to empower the country’s youth. 
Scholarship programs would be ex-
panded further and more initiatives 
would be launched for the youth, 
who was a considerably important 
part of our population, she added. 
Replying to a question, she said un-
employment can only be eradicat-
ed from the country by providing 
technical education and vocational 
training to the youth. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: International An-
ti-Corruption Day will be marked 
on Dec 9 (Friday) across the globe 
including Pakistan which aimed to 
raise public awareness against cor-
ruption and its harmful effects on 
the country’s economy. Musicals, 
plays, keynote speeches, and other 
activities that focus on the theme of 
fighting against corruption help pro-
mote International Anti-Corruption 
Day. International Anti-Corruption 
Day is a time for political leaders, 
governments, legal bodies, and lob-
by groups to work together against 
corruption work by promoting the 
day and the issues that surround 
this event. On this day anti-corrup-
tion advocates organize events to 
engage the general public to effec-
tively fight against corruption and 
fraud in communities. 
Other activities that promote the 
day include: Musicals and plays to 
publicize the message of fighting 
against corruption. 
Keynote speeches by those who 
were victims of corruption or fought 
against it. Essay competitions on 
issues surrounding the topic of 

corruption. The dissemination of 
posters, flyers, and other material 
to increase awareness levels on cor-
ruption. 
Some organizations hold special 
recognition ceremonies to pay trib-
ute to people and projects that assist 
nations and communities in the bat-
tle against corruption. 
Corruption is an issue that affects 
all countries around the world. It 
can refer to the destruction of one’s 
honesty or loyalty through under-
mining moral integrity or acting in a 
way that shows a lack of integrity or 
honesty. It also refers to those who 
use a position of power or trust for 
dishonest gain. 
Corruption undermines democracy, 
creates unstable governments, and 
sets countries back economically. 
Corruption comes in various forms 
such as bribery, law-breaking with-
out dealing with the consequences 
in a fair manner, unfairly amending 
election processes and results, and 
covering mistakes or silencing whis-
tleblowers (those who expose cor-
ruption in hope that justice would 
be served). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Electric Pow-
er Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 
Monday held a public hearing to ad-
dress some of the concerns raised by 
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) 
and coal suppliers in the existing ap-
proved guidelines for buying Afghan 
and non-Afghan coal on a spot basis. 
The purpose of the hearing was to 
seek comments from stakeholders on 
how to optimize the existing spot pur-
chase guidelines and bring in more 
competition. The hearing was presid-
ed over by NEPRA Authority includ-
ing Chairman NEPRA, Mr. Tauseef 
H. Farooqi, and Members NEPRA, 
Mr. Maqsood Anwar Khan and Mr. 

Mathar Niaz Rana. The authority not-
ed the concerns and suggestions of 
the stakeholders and will accordingly 
revise the guidelines at the earliest so 
that purchase from the above sources 
by the coal-fired power plants com-
mences at the earliest and generation 
of cheaper electricity is ensured. The 
hearing was also attended by a large 
number of representatives of various 
stakeholders including the Ministry 
of Energy, Central Power Purchasing 
Agency (CPPA-G), Private Power In-
frastructure board (PPIB), Thar Coal 
Energy Board, IPPs, coal experts, 
journalists, the general public, coal 
importers and suppliers, etc. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A local court of Islam-
abad on Monday indicted the main 
accused Shahnawaz Amir and his 
mother in Sarah Inam murder case 
and sought evidence from the prose-
cution on December 14. District and 
Session Judge Atta Rabani heard the 
murder case of Sarah Inam, a Ca-
nadian national. At the outset of the 
hearing, the court framed charges 

against the accused. However, the 
accused denied the allegation against 
them and the court sought evidence 
from the prosecution on the next 
date of the hearing. Meanwhile, the 
court terminated the petition of Sam-
ina Shah, the mother of the alleged 
murderer, seeking to discharge her 
from the case as the prosecution’s 
case was not against her. (APP)

Three booked for  
overcharging

Seminary student  
electrocuted

Transfer, posting

Traffic rush irks motorists

SIALKOT: Three shopkeepers were 
booked for selling eggs, meat and 
sugar at exorbitant prices in the 
district. According to official sourc-
es, Arshad Ghuman of Ugoki was 
booked for selling selling sugar on 
higher prices, Shehbaz for selling 
meat at exorbitant rates and Mu-
hammad Sohail for selling eggs at 
higherprices. Further action in this 
regard underway.

FAISALABAD: A teenage student 
of a seminary was electrocuted to 
death in the area of Sargodha road 
police station. Rescue 1122 spokes-
man said here on Monday that 
14-year-old Ahmad, son of Wajid, 
resident of Murree, was studying in 
a local seminary situated at Muslim 
Town where he reportedly touched 
live electricity wires. He received 
fatal electric shock and died on 
the spot. The victim was shifted to 
Allied Hospital. Concerned police 
launched investigation into the mat-
ter. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal gov-
ernment on Monday notified the 
transfer and posting of high-rank 
officers. According to a notification 
issued by Establishment Division, 
Qutubuddin, a BS-19 officer of the 
Secretariat Group, presently posted 
as Deputy Secretary, of the Petro-
leum Division, is transferred and 
posted as Deputy Secretary, Minis-
try of Overseas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Development, with 
immediate effect and until further 
orders. While, Waqar Paris Shah, a 
BS-19 officer of Pakistan Audit and 
Accounts Service, currently posted 
as Director (Establishment), AGP 
Office: Islamabad is transferred and 
posted as Deputy Secretary, Finance 
Division, Islamabad on a deputation 
basis, on standard terms and condi-
tions, for three (03) years with im-
mediate effect and until further or-
ders. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Traffic load on city 
roads particularly Murree Road 
has become a nuisance for the citi-
zens as traffic wardens have failed 
to ensure smooth flow of traffic on 
the main artery of the city. 
The motorists were going through 
a mental agony as there was no op-
tion except to remain stuck in traf-
fic jam at almost all road of the city 
including Murree road, Liaquat 
Road, College Road, Raja Bazaar, 
Marrir Hassan, Tench Bhatta, Mall 
road and other link roads of the 
city. 
One of the motorists talking to 
APP, said that encroachment is the 
main hurdle in smooth flow of traf-
fic, no action is taken against the 
encroachers adding that it leads to 
traffic jam. (APP)

Cheap power generation crucial as energy import bill swells to $27b: PM

Khaqan demands to abolish NAB to save politicians from humiliation

MANGLA, Dec 5 (APP): Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Mon-
day said Pakistan was in dire need 
of generating cheap electricity as 
the energy import bill exorbitant-
ly touched $27 billion. He was ad-
dressing the inaugural ceremony 
of the refurbishment project of 
Units 5 and 6 of the Mangla Dam 
Hydroelectric Power Plant, carried 
out with the support of the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). PM She-
hbaz Sharif said Pakistan, which 
was already facing immense chal-
lenges of economic stability, could 
not bear the heavy costs of ener-

gy import bills and thus needed to 
utilize alternative sources of elec-
tricity production. He regretted 
that in 75 years, both democratic 
and military rulers were respon-
sible for not building sufficient 
dams to meet the energy needs. 
“Had the water reservoirs built on 
time, the country’s energy import 
bill would not have swelled to $27 
billion,” he said, pointing out that 
“powerful lobbies and cartels” did 
not let materialize the construction 
of dams and launch of solar power 
projects. Also, in the wake of re-
cent flash floods in the country, he 
said, dams were crucial to mitigate 

the effects of climate change. The 
prime minister termed the assis-
tance of USAID for the refurbish-
ment of the units of Mangla dam 
as a “wonderful example of coop-
eration” between Pakistan and the 
United States. He lauded the valu-
able grant of $150 million by US-
AID along with the financial sup-
port by the Development Agency 
of France amounting to 90 million 
euros besides another pledge of 65 
million euros. Also, WAPDA (Wa-
ter and Power Development Au-
thority) contributed $178 million 
(Rs 20 billion rupees) from its own 
resources, he said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The former prime 
minister and senior vice president 
of PML-N, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, 
once again demanded to abolish 
the National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) to save the politicians 
from humiliation in the name of 
accountability. While speaking 
outside the accountability court 
in Islamabad on Monday, Abba-

si said, “The so-called process of 
accountability is underway by the 
institution which is only operates 
to ridicule politicians.” Lambast-
ing NAB ex-chairman Javed Iqbal, 
he said that the real culprit who 
brought disrepute to the bureau 
was Iqbal and that they want to 
hold him accountable. He urged 
that the ex-chairman of the bureau 

should confess to his crimes, iter-
ating the damage incurred by the 
institution to the country when 
Iqbal was at the helm. “I have said 
repeatedly that NAB should be 
abolished for country’s survival. I 
have been coming here [courts] for 
many years and have appeared in 
70 hearings so far,” ex-PM decried. 
(Agencies)
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Commissioner Ishfaq appreciates Ulema’s  
services on intellectual, ideological fronts 

Motorists face hurdles due to dense fog on the motorway

Bail of Buzdar in liquor licence case extended

Meeting reviews funds allocation  
for development schemes of ADP 2022-23 

1,732 ‘criminals’ arrested through smart eye app

NADRA achieves milestone  
by bagging another certification 

Recent floods, rains pose ‘serious’  
threat to wildlife in Pakistan

Conducive environment to ensure  
foreign investment in Balochistan: Bazai

‘Doctors’ special allowance depends on  
key performance indicators’ 

British HC Dr. Christian Turner to leave Pakistan 

MULTAN: Commissioner Multan Di-
vision Ishfaq Ahmed Chaudhary on 
Monday said that Ulema were play-
ing vital role in promotion of inter-
faith harmony, tolerance and brother-
hood in the society. He was talking to 
a delegation of Ulema, led by Nazim 
Ahl-e-Sunnat Punjab Allama Farooq 
Khan Saeedi, here on Monday. In 
Pakistan, every person has complete 
religious freedom to perform ritu-
als, said Commissioner adding that 

Ulema were fulfilling their responsi-
bility for promoting positive attitudes 
and projection of soft image of the 
country. “I appreciate the services of 
Ulema on intellectual and ideological 
fronts”, stated Ishfaq Chaudhary. He 
added that the process of consulta-
tions with Ulema on important mat-
ters would remain continue. On the 
occasion, Allama Qadir Abid Hasnain 
Sultani and Allama Hasnain were 
also present. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Motorists had been 
facing hurdles in planning and trav-
elling on the motorway as dense fog 
in various cities badly affected the 
traffic flow at night and caused tem-
porary closures of various sections. 
Talking to APP, a motorist Basheer 
Awan said that planning the journey 
in winter was difficult due to severe 
disruption to road transport and fall 
of visibility. He said travellers could 
not judge the road situation especial-
ly after the. Another traveller Adan 
said that slow-moving vehicles kept 

the fast lane and it became danger-
ous to drive in foggy conditions with 
low visibility. “Travelling on Grand 
Trunk road needs more attention and 
it becomes frustrating for the driver 
during long drives”, he added. When 
contacted by the National Highways 
and Motorway Police (NHMP), In-
spector Saqib Waheed said that the 
visibility had dropped due to dense 
fog on main roads in plain areas 
during the night, due to which certain 
routes were closed temporarily from 
late night till morning. (APP)

LAHORE: An accountability court in 
Lahore on Monday extended interim 
bail of Usman Buzdar, former chief 
minister of Punjab, in a case pertain-
ing to awarding a liquor licence to 
a hotel in violation of relevant laws. 
The National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) suspects Buzdar allegedly re-
ceived Rs50 million in bribe to force 
the Excise and Taxa tion Department 
to issue a liquor licence to a hotel in vi-
olation of the law. At the outset of the 
hearing, the court asked a prosecutor 
representing the dirty money watch-

dog if they needed Buzdar’s custody 
in the case. During the last hearing in 
the case, his counsel, Barrister Mo-
min Malik, said there was not an iota 
of evidence on record to suggest the 
former chief minister derived any ille-
gal pecuniary advantage or benefit in 
any manner whatsoever. He said no 
offence was made out against the pe-
titioner for want of arrest under any 
provision of the National Account-
ability Ordinance, 1999. Subsequent-
ly, the court extended Buzdar’s bail 
by December 19. (Agencies)

BAHAWALPUR: Deputy Commis-
sioner Bahawalpur Zahid Parvez 
Waraich chaired a high-level meeting 
at the Deputy Commissioner’s Office 
to review the development schemes 
under the Annual Development Pro-
gram 2022-23. Deputy Director of 
Development Malik Mahbub Elahi 
Khar and officers of related depart-
ments were present at the meeting. 
The DC said that the development 
schemes should be completed with-
in time and the concerned officers 
should visit the field to inspect the 
quality of the development schemes. 
No negligence will be tolerated in 
this regard, he told. It was informed 
in the meeting that under the Annu-
al Development Program 2022-23, 
funds of Rs 10369.377 million have 
been released for 128 ongoing de-
velopment schemes. Out of these, Rs 

3571.778 million have been used so 
far. Under the Annual Development 
Program 2022-23, work was started 
on 32 new development schemes and 
more than Rs 674 million of develop-
ment funds were released for these 
schemes. Of which more than Rs 48 
million have been utilized. Similarly, 
19 new schemes have been added 
to the annual development program 
and more than Rs 1363 million of 
funds have been released for these 
schemes. Out of which funds of Rs 
814 million have been used. Deputy 
Director of Development Malik Meh-
bub Elahi Khar told about the details 
of the ongoing development schemes 
of the Annual Development Program 
2022-23. He said that Rs 22.5 million 
were released for 2 ongoing develop-
ment schemes of higher education, 
of which Rs 12. (APP)

LAHORE: The Lahore police arrest-
ed 1,732 law-breakers and criminals 
through Smart Eye app, and 25 per-
sons were arrested during checking 
under the Tenant Act Registration 
System during the current year so far, 
according to a report, released by the 
Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) La-
hore, on Monday The Lahore police 
enrolled more than 529,000 tenants 
under the Tenant Registration System 
(TRS) in the current year. The report 
provided details of performance of dif-
ferent wings of the Lahore police under 
‘Smart Eye’ software and Registration 
of Private Employees(ROPE). It re-
leased data of checking and enrollment 
of tenants, passengers and private em-
ployees through its different biometric 
and online digital applications. Accord-

ing to the report, the Cantt Division 
police enrolled more than 99,000 ten-
ants, City Division 54,756, Civil Lines 
Division 29,883, Iqbal Town Division 
44,819, Model Town Division 146,656 
and Sadar Division 154,675 tenants 
under the TRS. The police also enrolled 
more than 17,500 private employees 
under ROPE this year. Cantt Division 
enrolled 2,840 private employees, City 
Division 3,320, Civil Lines Division 
405, Iqbal Town Division 4,824 Model 
Town Division 1,214 and Sadar Divi-
sion 5,015 private employees under 
ROPE.  CCPO Ghulam Mehmood Dog-
ar said 7.6 million persons have been 
cheeked though “Smart Eye” and a 
large number of proclaimed offenders 
were traced during checking process 
through these software this year. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Database & 
Registration Authority (NADRA) in 
pursuance to becoming a cyber-re-
silient organization, has reached yet 
another milestone by bagging ISO 
27001 certification. ISO 27001 is 
an internationally recognized best 
practices framework. NADRA is 
now ISO certified in ID Card Print-
ing, Networks & Communications, 
Infrastructure, and Information Se-
curity departments. It has now been 
certified for Information Security 
Management Systems (ISMS) and 
is one of the most rigorous informa-
tion security standards worldwide. 
NADRA has recently received this 
certification in recognition of its ex-
ceptional commitment to protecting 
and safeguarding its information as-
sets. Congratulating team, Chairman 
NADRA Tariq Malik said, “Interna-
tional Standards Organization cer-

tification reflects that NADRA pro-
cesses of managing its ID assets are 
governed by international standards, 
as endorsed by a third-party audit.” 
He further elaborated that t certi-
fication is s testament to NADRA’s 
commitment to ensuring that securi-
ty processes and procedure compli-
ance with international security best 
practices are audited regularly and 
are continually improving to deliver 
the highest level of security and data 
protection. Security by default (SbD) 
and privacy by design (PbD) proto-
cols are two fundamental strategies 
at the heart of NADRA’s product and 
service development life cycle, he 
added. “This further reinforces NAD-
RA’s commitment to maintaining the 
security and integrity of citizen data 
and validates the security built into 
the application design and processes, 
added the chairman. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Recent super floods 
and torrential rains combined with 
drought and wildfires across Paki-
stan have posed a “serious” threat to 
already under-pressure wildlife in the 
country. On the occasion of World 
Wildlife Conservation Day observed 
on Sunday, the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) said in a report the 
recent climatic events such as floods 
and widespread rains coupled with 
drought and wildfires have damaged 
the wildlife habitats and posed a seri-
ous threat to the wild species in Paki-
stan. The theme of the day for this year 
is “Recovering key species for ecosys-
tem restoration.” In addition to climate 
change, the report added, a string of 
other factors, including illegal wildlife 
trade and hunting, human-wildlife 
conflict, unsustainable development, 
habitat loss and encroachment, and 

water pollution are also contributing to 
a gradual decline in wildlife. Enumer-
ating the damages caused by the suc-
cessive climatic events, including loss 
of habitat, dwindling food availability, 
and migration, the report cautioned 
that these factors are likely to lead to 
the disappearance of various wild spe-
cies in the country. “We need to assess 
the adverse impacts of climate change 
on threatened animals, including res-
ident and migratory birds, marine 
and freshwater dolphins, snow and 
common leopards, smooth-coated ot-
ters, and pangolins, among others,” it 
maintained. Rab Nawaz, senior direc-
tor of biodiversity at WWF-Pakistan, 
in his remarks, regretted that despite 
several initiatives to save biodiversity, 
the country has lost several species in 
the recent past and is “about to lose 
others.” (Agencies)

QUETTA: Former Additional Chief 
Secretary Planning and Development 
Balochistan Naseebullah Khan Bazai 
said as Commissioner Naseerabad Di-
vision, he worked for 18 hours during 
the floods 2010 and provided relief to 
0.7 million victims. “If I get any respon-
sibility, I would perform my services 
honestly for the country,” he said while 
talking to journalists here on Monday. 
He said Balochistan was rich in natural 
resources. If a favorable environment 
for foreign investment is ensured, a 
large number of foreign investors in 
minerals, fisheries, livestock and oth-
er sectors could pour in. Former Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Planning and 
Development Balochistan said that due 
to the absence of factories and indus-
tries in the province, the people would 
have been economically dependent on 

government jobs. “Tribal conflicts in 
Balochistan are a major obstacle in the 
way of development,” he said adding 
that If the mistake is admitted, trib-
al disputes can be settled in less time 
through the jirga system. Naseebullah 
Khan Bazai said that under Article 158 
of the Constitution, the first right to re-
sources belongs to the local people, but 
unfortunately, the residents of many 
districts of Balochistan were deprived 
of blessings like gas and electricity. “We 
have to shape the destiny of Baloch-
istan by choosing an honest leadership 
by using visionary leadership, transfer 
posting on merit and mineral resourc-
es,” Former Additional Chief Secretary 
of Planning and Development Nasee-
bullah Khan Bazai said that natural 
calamities can be fought with firm de-
termination. (APP)

LAHORE: Specialized Healthcare 
and Medical education Special Secre-
tary Syed Wajid Ali Shah has said that 
special allowance of doctors would 
depend on key performance indica-
tors. He was presiding over a meet-
ing on the direction of Punjab Health 
Secretary Dr Ahmad Javed Qazi on 
Monday, which reviewed steps for 
giving special allowance to doctors. 
He said that 75 per cent of basic pay 
would be given to doctors as special 
allowance on the basis of key perfor-
mance indicators. Final proposal re-

garding special allowance to doctors 
would be made by January 15. He 
said that relevant officers had been 
directed to make proposals for giving 
special allowance to doctors. Doctors 
would get big relief in the form of spe-
cial allowance, he added. The special 
secretary said that Department of 
Specialized Healthcare and Medical 
Education was taking basic steps for 
betterment of doctors. King Edward 
Medical University Vice Chancellor 
Prof Dr Mahmood Ayaz and other of-
ficers were also present. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The British High 
Commissioner to Pakistan, Dr. 
Christian Turner is expected to de-
part the country and take up his 
new role in London by mid-January 
2023. According to a statement is-
sued here by the British High Com-
mission Islamabad, he would leave 
soon as the British Foreign Secretary 
James Cleverly MP has announced 
the appointment of Dr. Christian 
Turner CMG to a senior diplomatic 
position in London as Director Gen-
eral Geopolitical (Political Director) 
at the UK’s Foreign Commonwealth 
and Development Office (FCDO). 

The statement added that over his 
three years as High Commissioner, 
Christian Turner oversaw the UK’s 
COVID-19 repatriation efforts, wel-
comed a UK Foreign Secretary vis-
it, lobbied for and secured direct 
flights from the UK to Pakistan, ini-
tiated a drive to double UK-Pakistan 
trade by 2025. He also ensured that 
the UK was at the forefront of the 
international Pakistan flood crisis 
response and played a pivotal role in 
the promotion of sports diplomacy 
and the return of the England Men’s 
cricket team to Pakistan following a 
17-year absence. (APP)

Nawaz, Zardari hope Elahi will not let dissolve Punjab assembly
LAHORE: In what is a sign that a deal 
has been clinched somewhere, lead-
ers of the two major parties in the 
ruling coalition expressed the hope 
on Monday that the Punjab Assembly 
will no longer be dissolved. This hope 
was expressed on Monday during a 
call between former president and Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) Co-Chair-
man Asif Ali Zardari and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PNL-N) su-
premo Nawaz Sharif. The two polit-
ical stalwarts discussed the ongoing 
political situation in Punjab after for-
mer prime minister and Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan had threatened to dissolve the 
provincial assemblies in Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Zardari, 

who had been tasked last week by 
the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) to lead efforts to stave off the 
dissolution of the provincial assem-
bly due to his proficiency in political 
wrangling, took Nawaz Sharif into 
confidence on Monday. He asserted 
that despite proclamations from Im-
ran that Punjab Chief Minister Pervez 
Elahi had fully backed the decision to 
dissolve the provincial assembly as 

and when PTI desires, the assembly 
will not be dissolved. Zardari claimed 
that Elahi was not as loyal as Imran 
was making him out to be and that 
the PTI chief will end up disappointed 
when the time comes to pull the trig-
ger. Following this, Zardari said that 
he has now stopped PDM activities 
in Punjab. Nawaz Sharif, meanwhile, 
expressed satisfaction with Zardari’s 
efforts and informed his party lead-
ers about new development. Earlier, 
responding to threats that the federal 
government may impose Governor 
Rule in the province, Elahi had said 
that as long as the provincial assem-
bly is in session, the federal govern-
ment cannot legally impose such a 
rule. (Agencies)

IRSA releases 83,900  
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Monday released 
83,900 cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 47,000 cu-
secs. According to the data released 
by IRSA, water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1504.63 feet and was 
106.63 feet higher than its dead level of 
1,398 feet. Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam was recorded as 22,500 cusecs 
while outflow as 46,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1133.00 feet, which was 83.00 
feet higher than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 8,600 cusecs and 22,000 
cusecs respectively. The release of wa-
ter at Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu and 
Sukkur was recorded 56,400, 40,900, 
30,900 and 12,200 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River Kabul, a total 
of 9,000 cusecs of water released at 
Nowshera and 2,000 cusecs released 
from River Chenab at Marala. (APP)

Eight outlaws held

IHC seeks action  
on bogus FIR  

against woman

Work starts on largest 
public park in Chakdra

SARGODHA: The district police 
on Monday arrested eight outlaws 
and recovered narcotics and weap-
ons from their possession. Police 
said that during the ongoing drive 
against drug peddlers and criminals, 
teams of various police stations con-
ducted raids within their jurisdiction 
and nabbed eight accused, besides 
recovering 2. 1 kg hashish, 120-li-
ter liquor and 2 pistols 30 bore from 
them. They were identified as-Us-
man,Zulfiqar Ali,Ramiz,Amir Ma-
seeh,Khalil,Sajid Riaz,Ghulam Jil-
lani and Nadeem. Police registered 
separate cases against the accused 
and started investigation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Monday granted 
one-week time to capital’s police 
for taking actions against personnel 
involved in registration of a bogus 
FIR against a woman. Justice Tariq 
Mehmood Jahangiri, hearing the 
case, expressed annoyance over 
registration of FIR against woman 
without any name of complainant 
and said that the court would shift 
the matter to Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA) and Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) if a transparent inquiry 
was not conducted into it. The court 
questioned that whether the po-
lice would register case if someone 
claimed that secretary interior had 
slapped him while in drunk condi-
tion. The SSP Operations, on the 
occasion, submit the inquiry report 
of the FIR and said that it was clear 
that the FIR could not be registered 
without the name of complainant. 
He prayed the court to grant some 
time to take action against the re-
sponsible of negligence. (APP)

DIR LOWER: On the directives of Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mah-
mood Khan, the district administration 
on Monday formally started construc-
tion work on the largest Awami park in 
Chakdra area here. The construction of 
the park would cost Rs 10.5 million and 
it would be the largest park in the Mal-
akand division. In this regard, Assistant 
Commissioner Adenzai Dawood Salimi 
reviewed the construction work and di-
rected the officials concerned. (APP)
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Al Meezan achieves 
Rs250bn in AUMS

Rupee slides by 28 paisas 
against US dollar

Italy justifies Russian  
gas imports 

ISLAMABAD: Al Meezan Invest-
ment Management Limited has 
achieved over Rs250 billion in As-
sets Under Management (AUMs), 
the highest AUM in the industry, 
the company informed through its 
official social media. At present, Al 
Meezan  is the largest private-sec-
tor Asset Management and Invest-
ment advisory firm in Pakistan, 
having over 213bn AUMs. The com-
pany offers a diverse range of Sha-
riah-compliant investment solutions 
ranging from equity, balanced, as-
set allocation, fixed income, money 
market, capital preservation, fund of 
fund, commodity, Open End Islamic 
CIS, and voluntary pension scheme. 
In 1995, Al Meezan obtained license 
to manage closed end fund, the or-
ganization has an impressive track 
record of over 27 years. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan’s rupee gets 
dragged by the US dollar on Mon-
day owing to the country’s insta-
ble political and economic condi-
tions. As per the data released by 
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
the value of rupee had managed 
to remain stable on Thursday and 
Friday at a spot rate of Rs223.69 in 
the interbank market, after appre-
ciating by 0.12% on Thursday. Ear-
lier on Monday, the rate of rupee 
showed zero difference in its val-
ue for three consecutive days and 
stayed largely stable at Rs223.95 
against the US dollar in the inter-
bank. 
In the open currency market, 
the value of rupee remained un-
changed at Rs231.50, respective-
ly. However, the rate to buy the 
US dollar also stayed at Rs229.25. 
(Agencies)

ROME: Italy is still reliant on Rus-
sian natural gas, which it continues 
to import despite calls in the EU for a 
ban, according to Environment and 
Energy Security Minister Gilberto 
Pichetto Fratin. In an interview with 
La Stampa daily, he said 250 million 
cubic meters (mcm) of gas entered 
Italy the previous day, including 90 
mcm from Algeria, which has be-
come the country’s “main supplier.”  
The minister added that 30 mcm are 
still coming from Russia, with the 
average daily volume from the sanc-
tioned country reaching around 20 
mcm. “Fortunately, another 25 mil-
lion cubic meters come via Trans 
Adriatic Gas Pipeline, about 10 
million cubic meters from Norway, 
and 45 million cubic meters of liq-
uefied gas load at our regasification 
terminals,” the energy minister ex-
plained. He compared Italy’s energy 
transition plan to a “reversal of the 
hourglass that leads us to have to 
search in the South for the gas that 
previously came from the North and 
which in the future can also put Italy 
in a position of advantage over other 
European countries.” (Agencies)

Asia shares bank on China opening; oil climbs

Pakistan still considering offers in 500,000 tonne wheat tender

SYDNEY): Asian shares extended their 
rally on Monday as investors hoped 
steps to unwind pandemic restrictions 
in China would eventually brighten the 
outlook for global growth and commod-
ity demand, nudging the dollar down 
against the yuan. The news helped oil 
prices firm as OPEC+ nations reaf-
firmed their output targets ahead of a 
European Union ban and price caps on 
Russian crude, which begin on Mon-
day. More Chinese cities announced an 
easing of coronavirus curbs on Sunday 
as Beijing tries to make its zero-Covid 
policy less onerous after recent un-
precedented protests against restric-

tions. There were also reports Beijing 
might lower the threat classification 
for Covid-19. “While the easing of 
some restrictions does not equate to a 
wholesale shift away from the dynamic 
Covid zero strategy just yet, it is further 
evidence of a shifting approach and 
financial markets look to be firmly fo-
cussed on the longer term outlook over 
the near-term hit to activity as virus 
cases look set to continue,” said Taylor 
Nugent, an economist at NAB. Chinese 
blue chips gained 1.1%, on top of last 
week’s 2.5% bounce. MSCI’s broadest 
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside 
Japan added 1.2%, after rallying 3.7% 

last week to a three-month top. Japan’s 
Nikkei edged up 0.2%, while South Ko-
rea gained 0.3%. EUROSTOXX 50 fu-
tures added 0.1%, while FTSE futures 
were flat. S&P 500 futures and Nasdaq 
futures both fell 0.1%. Wall Street had 
lost some momentum on Friday after 
November’s robust US payrolls report 
challenged hopes for a less aggressive 
Federal Reserve, though Treasuries 
still ended last week with solid gains. 
Indeed, 10-year note yields have fallen 
74 basis points since early November, 
effectively undoing much of the tight-
ening of the Fed’s last outsized increase 
in cash rates. (Agencies)

HAMBURG: Pakistan is still con-
sidering price offers in its tender to 
buy 500,000 tonnes of wheat which 
closed last week with no purchase 
yet reported, European traders 
said on Monday. State buyer the 
Trading Corporation of Pakistan 
(TCP) asked trading houses partic-
ipating in the tender to extend the 

validity of their price offers until 
Monday, Dec. 5, traders said. A de-
cision is expected later on Monday, 
they said. More participants in the 
tender, which closed on Wednes-
day, have agreed to match the low-
est price of $372.00 a tonne c&f, 
European traders said on Thurs-
day. (Agencies)

UK economy to shrink in 2023,  
risks ‘lost decade’: CBI

Japan to lose salary appeal  
for SE Asian workers by 2032

Philippines trims 2023 GDP growth target 
due to global risks

Malaysia-UAE bilateral trade to reach over 
US$7 bil in 2022, says envoy

Cotton arrival falls 40% year-on-year

Huawei pushes smartwatches  
in Japan as US sanctions hit

Global remittances to slow in 2023: WB

Morocco reaps cash, clout from  
fertiliser supply shock

Turkey inflation to dip below 85%  
after 17-month run-up

LONDON: Britain’s economy is on 
course to shrink 0.4% next year as in-
flation remains high and companies 
put investment on hold, with gloomy 
implications for longer-term growth, 
the Confederation of Business Indus-
try forecast on Monday. “Britain is in 
stagflation - with rocketing inflation, 
negative growth, falling productivity 
and business investment. Firms see 
potential growth opportunities but 
... headwinds are causing them to 
pause investing in 2023,” CBI Direc-
tor-General Tony Danker said. The 
CBI’s forecast marks a sharp down-
grade from its last forecast in June, 
when it predicted growth of 1.0% for 

2023, and it does not expect gross 
domestic product (GDP) to return to 
its pre-COVID level until mid-2024. 
Britain has been hit hard by a surge 
in natural gas prices following Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, as well as 
an incomplete labour market recov-
ery after the COVID-19 pandemic 
and persistently weak investment 
and productivity. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s stagnant wages risk 
making the country unattractive to 
Southeast Asian and Chinese work-
ers by the early 2030s, a new analy-
sis by the Japan Center for Econom-
ic Research shows. The JCER study 
compares wages earned by factory 
workers in China, Vietnam, the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia and Thailand with 
the money a foreign national would 
receive through Japan’s govern-
ment-sponsored technical training 
programme. By 2032, factory wag-
es in all except the Philippines are 
projected to be more than half of 
the trainee pay in Japan. Once local 
wages hit the 50% threshold, work-
ers may be more reluctant to relocate 
to Japan. A sharp drop in the yen is 

already driving some foreign work-
ers away as other Asian economies 
fight to attract labour. The study ex-
amines typical factory pay in Beijing, 
Shanghai, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, 
Manila, Jakarta and Bangkok, using 
data from the Japan External Trade 
Organization and JCER forecasts. 
Yen conversions are based on the av-
erage exchange rate between April 
and September this year. Japan’s 
technical trainee wages are based on 
data from the Ministry of Health, La-
bor and Welfare. For pay in 2021 and 
onward, the JCER study assumes 
that the average minimum wage in-
crease of 1.6% per year, observed 
over the past decade, will continue 
into the 2030s. (Agencies)

MANILA: The Philippines on Mon-
day lowered its economic growth 
target for 2023, taking into account 
an anticipated weakening in global 
activity, but retained its expansion 
goals for the succeeding five years. 
The Southeast Asian nation’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) is now ex-
pected to grow 6%-7% next year, a 
lower and narrower range compared 
with the previous official goal of 
6.5%-8%, the inter-agency Develop-
ment Budget Coordination Commit-
tee (DBCC) announced in a media 
briefing. “It is the global slowdown 
that is affecting the adjustment,” Fi-
nance Secretary Benjamin Diokno 
said. Last week, International Mon-

etary Fund managing director Krista-
lina Georgieva said the chance of 
global growth falling below 2% next 
year was increasing due to the effects 
of the war in Ukraine and simulta-
neous slowdowns in Europe, China, 
and the US. The DBCC, however, 
kept the growth target for 2024-2028 
at 6.5%-8%. For 2022, officials said 
the economy was on track to meet 
the growth goal of 6.5%-7.5%, faster 
than the 5.6% expansion in 2021, af-
ter the government removed nearly 
all Covid-19 restrictions and allowed 
more business activities to resume. 
The government also revised its 
foreign exchange rate assumptions. 
(Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Bilateral trade 
between Malaysia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) estimated to 
reach over US$7 billion by the end 
of 2022 — a remarkable increase 
from US$5.4 billion in 2021. UAE 
Ambassador to Malaysia Khalid 
Ghanim Alghaith during his speech 
at the country’s 51st National Day 
reception held here recently, had 
said among sectors that contributed 
very much to the increase were pet-
rochemical, jewellery, machinery 
and electrical appliances. Alghaith 
also congratulated the new Malay-

sian Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war Ibrahim and looks forward to 
further enhancing the strong bilat-
eral relations between the UAE and 
Malaysia. He highlighted UAE’s 
guiding principles for the coming 
50 years, also known as “Princi-
ples of 50”, in his speech which was 
made available to Bernama through 
a statement. He also touched on the 
developments and achievements of 
his country in the areas of econo-
my, science and technology, as well 
as cultural diplomacy, the state-
ment added. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Cotton arrival in 
Pakistan decreased 40% on a year-
on-year basis, showed the latest 
fortnightly data released by the Pa-
kistan Cotton Ginner’s Association 
(PCGA) on Monday. As per the re-
port, total cotton arrival in Pakistan 
declined to 4.281 million bales as 
of December 1, 2022, compared to 
7.168 million bales in the same pe-
riod last year, a fall of 2.887 million 
bales or 40.2%. The decline in cotton 
arrival is attributed to flash floods 
in Pakistan earlier this year, which 
inundated large swathes of agricul-
tural land in the country, especial-
ly devastating the cotton-growing 
regions of Sindh and Punjab. “The 
targets fixed for current Rabi-2022- 
23 crops seem to be challenging due 
to delayed sowing in the flood-af-
fected areas. However, timely rains 
may positively impact the produc-
tion in the agriculture sector,” the 
Ministry of Finance had said in its 
latest “Monthly Economic Update 
& Outlook for November”. Mean-
while, as per PCGA data, cotton 
arrivals reported a substantial de-
crease from both Sindh and Punjab. 

As of December 1, cotton arrival in 
Sindh was 1.765 million bales com-
pared to 3.489 million bales in the 
same period last year, a decrease 
of 1.724 million bales or 49%. On 
a monthly basis, cotton arrival re-
corded an improvement of 8% as 
compared to 1.635 million bales ar-
rived on November 1. Similarly, cot-
ton arrival in Punjab clocked in at 
2.515 million bales as compared to 
3.679 million bales reported in the 
same period last year, a decline of 
32%. However, on a monthly basis, 
cotton arrival recorded a significant 
increase of 21% as compared to 
2.072 million bales arrived on No-
vember 1. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Huawei Technologies has 
worked to boost sales in Japan’s 
smartwatch market as the Chinese 
company’s smartphone operations 
are hamstrung by American restric-
tions on exports of cutting-edge 
semiconductors. Huawei’s Japa-
nese unit recently released a round 
smartwatch for business users. 
“Since Japanese consumers are dis-
cerning, being accepted in Japan 
would lead to more success global-
ly,” said Yang Tao, who oversees the 
company’s devices segment. Afford-
ability is a selling point for Huawei 
smartwatches. The latest product is 
priced at ¥27,280 (US$203), while 
the competing Apple Watch starts at 
¥37,800. Some Huawei smartwatch-
es have a price tag below ¥10,000. 

Huawei’s line-up consists of rough-
ly 15 items, ranging from watches 
for business use to fitness tracker 
bands, compared with Apple’s three 
models. “We will build on our mar-
ket superiority by putting out new 
products in the thin band category,” 
Yang said. Huawei apparently shift-
ed focus to smartwatches, which 
can be made with off-the-shelf semi-
conductors, after the US in 2020 en-
acted export restrictions that limit 
the company’s access to advanced 
chips. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Remittances to low-and 
middle-income countries, which grew 
by nearly five per cent to around $626 
billion in 2022 about half the expan-
sion seen last year  are is expected to 
slow further to around two per cent 
in 2023, a World Bank report said, cit-
ing inflation, an economic slowdown 
in the US and the GCC coupled with 
a fall in oil prices as reasons. India, 
which is on track to become the first 
single country to receive more than 
$100 billion in yearly remittances 
this year, will lead next year’s slower 
global remittance growth by record-
ing a decline due to the global head-
winds. In total, the amount of money 
sent back home by migrants around 

the world has grown by five per cent 
in 2022, it added, saying that the mon-
ey is a crucial source of household 
income in low and middle-income 
countries. Other top recipient coun-
tries for remittances include Mexico 
($60 billion), China ($51 billion), the 
Philippines ($38 billion), Egypt $32 
billion, Pakistan ($29 billion), Bangla-
desh ($21 billion), and Nigeria ($21 
billion). While India and Nepal have 
experienced an increase in remittanc-
es, other countries in South Asia have 
seen a decline of more than 10 per 
cent in the last year, due to the end 
of government incentives introduced 
during the pandemic, the report said. 
(Agencies)

RABAT: A global fertiliser supply 
shock deepened by Russia’s Ukraine 
invasion has brought boom times for 
the North African phosphate super-
power Morocco and earned the king-
dom new diplomatic capital. Moroc-
co is set to chalk up record revenues 
for a second year running as farmers 
worldwide scramble for phosphate, 
made scarce by sanctions against top 
world producer Russia and a Chinese 
ban on exports. Phosphate is a key in-
gredient of artificial fertilisers, which 
are vital for industrial agriculture and 
global grain supplies despite the long-
term damage they inflict on soil and 
groundwater. “It’s a strategic mineral 
for the future because it’s crucial for 
global food security,” said Abderrahim 

Handouf, an agricultural policy expert. 
“As populations grow, fertilisers are the 
most effective way to increase farm 
productivity.” According to Morocco’s 
state-owned phosphates firm OCP, the 
kingdom controls around 31 percent 
of the international trade in the sub-
stance. The OCP, which holds a nation-
al monopoly in the trade, is on track to 
record more than 131 billion dirhams 
($12.4-billion) in revenue this year, up 
56 percent on 2021. (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s annual infla-
tion is expected to dip from its 24-
year peak to 84.65% in November 
and touch 69% by year-end, a Re-
uters poll showed on Wednesday, 
after the central bank wrapped up 
its unorthodox easing cycle despite 
soaring prices. Annual inflation has 
soared for 17 straight months since 
last year, when the central bank be-
gan cutting interest rates. President 
Tayyip Erdogan had sought the eas-
ing cycle that has lowered the policy 
rate to 9%, from 19%. Inflation hit a 
24-year high of 85.51% in October, 

as the central bank continued eas-
ing, citing an economic slowdown. 
In November, after another 150 ba-
sis-point cut, the bank signalled it 
would hold policy steady in coming 
months. Annual inflation is seen 
declining to 84.65% in November, 
according to the median estimate of 
11 economists in the Reuters poll, 
with forecasts ranging between 
82.7% and 85.3%. On a monthly 
basis, inflation is expected to stand 
at 3%, the poll’s median estimate 
showed, in a range of 1.9% to 3.4%. 
(Agencies)
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RAWALPINDI: England bowled out 
Pakistan for 268 runs in Rawalpin-
di Monday to win the first Test by 
74 runs. Pakistan began the fifth 
and final day on 80-2 after being set 
a target of 343 for victory, but Ollie 
Robinson and James Anderson took 
four wickets apiece to dash the home 
team’s hopes. Spinner Jack Leach 
dismissed last-man-out Naseem 
Shah in fading light as the tailenders 
nearly held out for an improbable 
draw. Anderson (4-36) and Robin-
son (4-50) were the chief wicket-tak-
ers for England, while Ben Stokes 
and Leach took one each. The win 
gives England a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series, with the second Test 

starting in Multan on Friday. With a 
total of 1768 runs, this was the high-
est-scoring five-day Test match in 
history. Only two timeless Tests in 
the 1930s had more runs scored. En-
gland are on their first Test tour of 
Pakistan since 2005, having declined 
to visit in the interim years on securi-
ty grounds. (Agencies)

LAKE LOUISE: Olympic downhill 
gold medallist Corinne Suter won 
the World Cup super-G at Lake Lou-
ise on Sunday as Italian speed star 
Sofia Goggia proved human after 
all. Switzerland’s Suter, who had 
settled for second and third in the 
downhills won by Goggia on Friday 
and Saturday, clocked 1min 20.75sec 
-- her time withstanding a fierce 
challenge from Austrian Cornelia 
Huetter -- who was runner-up by just 
two-hundredths of a second. Nor-
way’s Ragnhild Mowinckel was third 
in 1:20.91. Suter predicted the tight 
margins of victory will be common 
this season. “You have to go and find 

your limit,” she said. “I think this sea-
son will be a very, very tight season. 
There are so many girls who are ski-
ing so fast and can win. You have to 
push in each race.” After her two po-
dium places this week, Suter said she 
was feeling good about the super-G 
even before it started. (Agencies)

AUCKLAND: New Zealand is not 
expected to hold Sevens World 
Series tournaments from 2024. 
World Rugby has announced a 
remodeled Series with only sev-
en tournaments. This means next 
month’s Hamilton 7s will be the 
last in New Zealand in the fore-
seeable future. New Zealand has 
held sevens tournaments on the 
world circuit since 2000. Stuff.co 
reports that NZ Rugby profession-
al rugby & performance general 

manager Chris Lendrum said his 
organisation, having noted New 
Zealand had a strong history of 
hosting tournaments, made it clear 
“in targeted dialogue’’ to World 
Rugby that it wanted to be a host, 
but was not successful. World Rug-
by’s new vision for the shortened 
game will see its world series re-
duced to “seven rounds in seven 
iconic across seven months”. It has 
not yet revealed where all seven 
rounds will be staged. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Tyson Fury retained his 
WBC world heavyweight title with a 
brutal stoppage of Derek Chisora to set 
up an undisputed bout with Oleksan-
dr Usyk. The 34 year old maintained 
his unbeaten record in front of 60,000 
people at Tottenham Hotspur Stadi-
um. Fellow Briton Chisora was hurt 
repeatably by the dominant champion 
and the referee waved off the one-sid-
ed contest in the 10th round. For Chi-
sora, it was the 13th loss of his 46-fight 
career and his fourth in the last five. 
Earlier this week, the pair shook 
hands and promised to stand toe-to-
toe in the opening three minutes with 

Chisora promising the best first round 
the heavyweight game has ever seen. 
In front of an incredible atmosphere – 
despite the cold conditions at an out-
door December night event in London. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Figure skating prodigy 
Kamila Valieva claimed the women’s 
singles event at the Russian Nation-
al Jumping Championship in St. Pe-
tersburg on Sunday. The 16-year-old 
Beijing 2022 Team gold medalist 
became the youngest ever winner of 
the singles event at the competition 
held at the Yubileyny Sports Palace. 
She did this by beating fellow teen-
ager Sofia Muravyova, having com-
pleted two clean quadruple sheep-
skin coat moves, which scored her 
27.55 points. Muravyova pulled off 
two triple axels, but her 22.67 points 
weren’t enough to stop Valieva from 

taking home the top prize. Third 
place was shared by Sofia Akatie-
va and Alisa Dvoeglazova. Victory 
at the Russian National Jumping 
Championship, which was held from 
December 3-4, provides an upturn 
in fortunes for Valieva, who has en-
joyed mixed results this year. After 
starting her campaign at the Beijing 
Winter Olympics in perfect fashion 
with a gold medal in the team event, 
she was then plunged into a doping 
row after a negative drug test result 
from Christmas Day 2021 emerged 
during the Olympics competition in 
February. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: The national 
men’s hockey team went down 4-0 to 
South Korea to end up fourth in the 
Nations Cup 2022 at the NWU Astro 
Stadium in Potchefstroom, South Af-
rica yesterday. South Korea shot into 
a 2-0 lead in the second quarter with 
field goals by Seo Inwoo in the 22nd 
minute and Lee Namyong three min-
utes later. South Korea, who defeated 
Malaysia 1-0 in their opening Group 
B match on Monday (Nov 28), added 
two more goals - both from penalty 
corners - through Hwang Taeil in 
the 39th minute and Jang Jonghyun 
in the 59th minute. The win allowed 
South Korea to make amends for 
their 3-2 loss to Malaysia in the final 

of the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup recent-
ly. In the Nations Cup, the Speedy 
Tigers, who are coached by A. Arul 
Selvaraj, had defeated Canada 1-0 
and Japan 5-1 in their remaining 
Group B matches but lost 3-0 to Ire-
land in yesterday’s semi-final. Arul 
Selvaraj attributed their defeat by 
South Korea to the absence of sev-
en first-team players, adding that he 
was pleased with Malaysia’s fourth 
placing. “Although we lost, the play-
ers did their best. However, we can 
see our shortcomings in terms of our 
players’ body strength and leg pow-
er... of course, we also did not have 
enough players to make substitu-
tions. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: You enjoy being challenged 
and that’s just as well because in some 
way or other you will find yourself 
with your back to the wall as the new 
week begins. Someone who thinks 
they can intimidate you is about to 
learn a potentially painful lesson.
– TAURUS: You may be impatient to 
get started on a new plan or project 
but before you give it the green light 
you must make sure that each and ev-
ery detail has been properly checked. 
Experience has taught you that only 
fools don’t do their homework.
– GEMINI: If someone in a position of 
authority tries to provoke you today 
you will find it hard not to react but 
the planets warn it is their intention to 
get you to answer back. Pretend that 
what they are saying about you has 
no effect at all.
– CANCER: You could find yourself 
as the odd man out over the next 24 
hours, but it won’t bother you in the 
slightest. This is likely to be one of 
those situations when you enjoy do-
ing the opposite of what everyone 
else believes is the commonsense ap-
proach.
– LEO: There may be no obvious rea-
son why you should be suspicious 
about what a friend or family member 
is up to today but if your sixth sense 
starts twitching you would be a fool 

to ignore it. Do some digging and find 
out the truth.
– VIRGO: Just because a task has al-
ways been done a certain way does 
not mean you have to keep doing it 
that way. Virgo has a reputation for 
not taking chances but you will get 
the opportunity to change that today. 
It’s okay to take the occasional risk.
– LIBRA: A job that needs doing well 
is a job you will have to do by your-
self. The planets indicate that work 
colleagues are likely to start the week 
slowly, while you are in top gear and 
raring to go. You don’t need them, so 
leave them behind.
– SCORPIO: You won’t care in the 
slightest if some of the things you say 
today stir things up a bit, in fact you 
will enjoy it. You are in one of those 
moods where you think a little bit of 
disruption could have a hugely posi-
tive knock-on effect.
– SAGITTARIUS: Someone seems to 
have got it into their head that you 
will back down if confronted directly. 
How little they know you. Not only 
will you not back down but you will 
take the fight to them. According to 
the planets there is no way you can 
lose.
– CAPRICORN: Something will hap-
pen in the lead-up to Thursday’s full 
moon that disrupts your routine in 
ways you don’t enjoy. The good news 
is that disruption will throw up new 
opportunities which you are ideally 
placed to exploit. Change isn’t so bad.
– ACQUARIUS: The best way to help 
other people as the new week begins 
is to leave them alone so they can 
work out their own salvation. They 
may have been sleep-walking for a 
while but the events of the next few 
days will wake them up big time.
– PISCES: Why are you doing things 
the hard way when you don’t have to? 
Whatever the reason the universe is 
now urging you to ease back a little 
and not be so intense in your pursuit 
of fame and fortune. Give yourself 
room to think and breathe.
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Japan finish IJF Grand 
Slam in Tokyo with 12 

gold medals

2,000 athletes, participants 
attend Phoenix Wushu

TOKYO: Japan has ended the Inter-
national Judo Federation (IJF) Grand 
Slam in Tokyo in dominant style as 
the country secured six of a possible 
eight gold medals on the final day 
in the capital. Kano Miyaki record-
ed her first Grand Slam title in the 
women’s under-48kg category as 
she led a Japanese podium sweep 
with Rina Tatsukawa settling for sil-
ver while Wakana Koga and world 
champion Natsumi both won bronze. 
Tokyo 2020 and reigning world gold 
medallist Uta Abe continued Japan’s 
winning streak. She faced compatri-
ot Ai Shishime in the women’s un-
der-52kg final and defeated her after 
an eight-minute epic with a waza-ari. 
They were joined on the podium by 
countrywoman Kisumi Omori and 
Mongolia’s Sosorbaram Lkhagva-
suren. The women’s under-78kg final 
was then won by Rika Takayama in 
another all-Japan bout against Shori 
Hamada. (Agencies)

PHOENIX: More than 2,000 ath-
letes and participants from across 
the nation were in downtown Phoe-
nix this weekend for the largest 
Chinese martial arts tournament 
in the United States. The Phoenix 
Wushu Nationals wasn’t just a place 
for athletes to compete, but also to 
make new friends and further their 
skills. “Where Champions Rise” 
was the theme of this year’s Phoe-
nix Wushu Nationals at the Phoe-
nix Convention Center. Men and 
women of all ages, levels and styles 
took part in the event. They shared 
their passions for martial arts, com-
peted in a fair and friendly environ-
ment, and of course, showed off 
the skills they’ve trained so hard 
to master. One area of the tourna-
ment featured Chinese kickboxing. 
(Agencies)

England subdue Senegal to book France clash in World Cup quarters

Asian Games 2022 song releases with “unique Hangzhou flavour”

Hovland takes second straight win at Hero World Challenge

Meronk masters Scott to claim Australian Open title

AL KHOR: England set up a titan-
ic World Cup quarter-final against 
holders France as Jude Belling-
ham s masterclass inspired a 3-0 
win against Senegal in the last 16 
on Sunday. Gareth Southgate s side 
survived a nervous start at the Al 
Bayt Stadium before Jordan Hen-
derson and Harry Kane put Senegal 
to the sword with a pair of clinical 
finishes before half-time. Bukayo 
Saka scored England s third, but it 
was Bellingham s prodigious work-
rate and burgeoning quality in pos-
session that allowed them to turn 
the tide. Bellingham set up Hen-

derson s opener and the Borussia 
Dortmund midfielder was involved 
again when England captain Kane 
bagged his first goal in this World 
Cup. Kane has now netted 11 times 
at major tournaments, overtaking 
Gary Lineker as England s all-time 

top scorer in those competitions. 
But at the tender age of 19, it is 
Bellingham who has emerged as 
England s driving force. He is the 
first teenager to assist in a World 
Cup knockout stage game since 
1966, having already announced 
his arrival on the global stage by 
netting his first England goal in the 
6-2 rout of Iran in their group open-
er. Just two years after he was play-
ing in the English second tier with 
Birmingham, the precocious Bell-
ingham was totally unfazed against 
Senegal in the biggest game of his 
life. (Agencies)

BEIJING: The official song of the 
Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games, The 
Most Beautiful Scenery, has been re-
leased and is available for download. 
The song was launched with an ac-
companying music video and has 
aimed to reflect the host city’s cul-
ture. “The rhythm of the song is lively, 
the lyrics have the unique Hangzhou 
flavour, and the video describes the 
picturesque scenery of Hangzhou, 
amazing netizens,” read a Hangzhou 

2022 statement. Hangzhou 2022’s Or-
ganising Committee (HAGOC) has 
partnered with China Mobile to make 
the song and video available free for 
the network’s users who at least have 
the basic package. The pair have 
made sure to make it available with-
out having to download any other ap-
plications. The Organising Commit-
tee had previously run a worldwide 
competition to “find musical themes” 
for the Games. “To host a success-

ful Asian Games, we need a collec-
tion of outstanding musical works,” 
said HAGOC deputy secretary Chen 
Weiqiang, who is also vice-mayor of 
Hangzhou. The Hangzhou 2022 Asian 
Games are scheduled to take place 
from September 23 to October 8 2023, 
having been postponed by a year due 
to COVID-19 restrictions in China. It is 
due to be China’s third staging of the 
Asian Games, following Beijing 1990 
and Guangzhou 2010. (Agencies)

NEW PROVIDENCE: Norway’s 
Viktor Hovland held off challenger 
Scottie Scheffler with a final-round, 
3-under-par 69 to win the Hero 
World Challenge in New Provi-
dence, Bahamas, Sunday. It was the 
second straight win for Hovland at 
the Hero World Challenge, making 
him the second player to defend 
his title at the event (Tiger Woods, 
2006-07). “Over 72 holes you’re not 
going to hit great shots all the time, 

I hit plenty of terrible shots today, 
but it’s making those key putts and 
kind of keeping yourself in it,” Hov-
land said. “That’s been the reason 
why I’ve been able to be in conten-
tion without really hitting it all that 
well this year.” Hovland came into 
the day with a three-stroke lead 
and his Sunday round included five 
birdies, but a pair of bogies, includ-
ing one on 18 to open the door for 
Scheffler, added drama to the fin-

ish. “It was a lot more stressful than 
it should have been,” Hovland said. 
“When you’re standing there with 
a two-shot lead, it’s like the last 
thing you can do.” Scheffler, who 
had birdied four of six holes along 
the back nine to put himself into 
contention at two strokes back with 
one hole to go, couldn’t capitalise 
on Hovland’s shaky finish, bogey-
ing the final hole as well to finish 
4-under-68 for the day. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Adam Scott’s hopes 
of a second Australian Open crown 
crumbled in the heat and wind on 
Melbourne’s ‘Sandbelt’ on Sun-
day as Polish trailblazer Adrian 
Meronk coolly closed out a five-
stroke win in style at Victoria Golf 
Club. South Africa’s Ashleigh Bu-
hai won the women’s component of 
the inaugural dual gender event by 

a stroke from Shin Jiyai, the South 
Korean missing a five-foot birdie 
putt that would have forced a play-
off. With the A$1.7 million ($1.15 
million) title sewn up early on the 
men’s side, Meronk drained a 40-
foot eagle putt from off the 18th 
green, triggering a huge roar from 
the gallery. The towering Pole, his 
country’s first winner on the Euro-

pean tour, was nearly bowled over 
by his thrilled girlfriend when she 
charged onto the green and leapt 
into his arms in celebration. “To 
finish like that on the 18th hole, it’s 
unreal,“ said 29-year-old Meronk, 
who shot a four-under 66 and was 
nearly flawless on a testing day. 
“(Scott) was always my role model 
growing up. (Agencies)

England beat Pakistan, lead Test series 1-0

Suter wins Lake Louise super-G as  
Goggia misses podium

NZ to miss out on hosting World Rugby tournament

Fury remains WBC World Heavyweight champ

Valieva wins Russian Jumping C’ship event

Nations cup: Speedy Tigers end up fourth  
after losing to S.Korea
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Japan lifts ban on urban drone flights outside visible range

UAE president makes surprise visit to Qatar

Japan on Monday lifted its ban on ur-
ban drone flights outside visible range 
over residential areas to allow aerial 
parcel deliveries and help address the 
country’s labor shortages amid the 
graying of the population across the 
country, particularly in rural areas. 
Unattended drone flights were previ-
ously only allowed over uninhabited 
areas, such as mountains, rivers and 
farmlands in so-called level 3 opera-
tions under the four-tier classification 
system. Level 4 automated drone op-
erations over residential areas will 
likely begin once operators seeking 

to provide such services complete 
government procedures necessary 
for conducting such flights around 
March. While some logistics services 
firms have already started deliveries 
with level 3 drone operations, flights 
through residential areas, made pos-
sible by a revision of the Civil Aero-
nautics Law, are hoped to help the 
country address the serious shortage 
of delivery truck drivers and difficul-
ties in accessing retail stores in rural 
areas. “We no longer have to avoid 
traveling over people’s homes, so our 
delivery efficiency will improve,” said 

an official at major logistics firm Sei-
no Holdings, which has been deliv-
ering food and other daily products 
using aerial drones in remote areas 
of Hokkaido, Yamanashi and Fukui 
prefectures. In addition to expanding 
commercial delivery services, drones 
can help transport emergency sup-
plies to areas affected by disasters by 
providing medicines for hospitals and 
food for high-rise apartment residents. 
To ensure safe flights over houses, the 
government requires level 4 drone 
flight operators obtain a license issued 
under a newly launched system and 

have their drones inspected and ap-
proved by the government or certified 
institutions. Drone pilots must renew 
their licenses every three years by tak-
ing written and skills tests. Those who 
complete courses held at state-des-
ignated institutions will be exempt 
from a skills test. For mass-produced 
drone models, safety approval is given 
to each model once clearing a govern-
ment inspection of product design and 
manufacturing processes.The govern-
ment requires drones used for level 4 
flights to undergo a flight test every 
year.  (Agencies)

United Arab Emirates (UAE) Presi-
dent Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan 
on Monday began a surprise visit to 
Qatar, his first since the boycott led 
since 2014 by four countries in the re-
gion that accused Doha of “supporting 
terrorism.” According to reports car-
ried by the Emirati state news agency, 
WAM, the Al Nahyan’s visit is taking 
place at the invitation of the Emir of 
Qatar, Tamim bin Hamad al Zani, 
with the aim of reinforcing “brotherly 
relations” between the two countries 
and “exploring areas of mutual inter-

est and strengthening bilateral ties.” 
Qatar, which is hosting the World Cup 
these days, has recently improved 
its ties with the countries that led 
the boycott - Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Egypt and the UAE - following the 
end of the boycott in January 2021, 
shortly before U.S. President Joe 
Biden was sworn in. These countries 
announced in January 2021 an agree-
ment with Qatar to reopen borders 
and end the blockade of Qatar. These 
countries had previously suffered ups 
and downs in their relations, especial-

ly over the Qatari authorities’ support 
for the Muslim Brotherhood, an orga-
nization outlawed in most Gulf coun-
tries, and the role of the Al-Jazeera 
network in covering the so-called 
‘Arab Spring’. However, and despite 
the fact that tensions rebounded in 
2014 and involved the withdrawal of 
ambassadors, in the case of 2017 they 
involved a battery of much harsher 
measures that included the expulsion 
of citizens from the country and the 
closure of roads to means of transport 
arriving from Qatar. (Agencies)

N. Korea fires artillery 
in warning to S. Korea

French hospital cancels 
operations after 

cyber attack

SEOUL: North Korea fired about 130 
artillery rounds on Monday into the 
water near its western and eastern sea 
borders with South Korea, the latest 
military action contributing to worsen-
ing relations between the neighbors. 
North Korea’s military said the fir-
ings were a warning against ongoing 
South Korean artillery exercises near 
the inland border town of Cheorwon 
and blamed the South for worsening 
tensions.South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said the North Korean weapons, 
fired Monday afternoon from North 
Korea’s western and eastern coast-
al areas, fell within the northern side 
of buffer zones created under a 2018 
inter-Korean agreement to reduce 
military tensions. There were no im-
mediate reports of shells falling inside 
South Korean territorial waters. South 
Korea’s military said it communicat-
ed a verbal warning to North Korea 
over the firings and urged it to abide 
by the agreement. The South Korean 
and U.S. militaries were closely moni-
toring North Korea’s military activities 
while strengthening their readiness 
to respond to any “potential contin-
gency,” the Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
in a statement. The South Korean 
army is conducting live-fire exercises 
involving multiple rocket launching 
systems and howitzers from Monday 
to Wednesday in two separate test-
ing grounds in the Cherowon region. 
(Agencies)

VERSAILLES: A hospital complex 
in Versailles, near Paris, had to can-
cel operations and transfer some pa-
tients after being hit by a cyberattack 
over the weekend, France’s health 
ministry said. The Hospital Centre of 
Versailles which consists of Andre-Mi-
gnot Hospital, Richaud Hospital and 
the Despagne Retirement Home was 
affected by the hacking attempt, said 
the complex’s management. The re-
gional health agency (ARS) said the 
Andre-Mignot Hospital had cancelled 
operations, but was doing everything 
possible to keep walk-in services and 
consultations running. Six patients 
had been transferred since Saturday 
evening three from intensive care 
and three from the neonatal unit said 
Health Minister Francois Braun, as he 
visited the hospital Sunday evening. 
Others might follow, he added. The 
cyberattack had led to a “total reorgan-
isation of the hospital”, the minister 
added. While the machines were still 
functioning in the intensive care unit, 
more people were needed to watch 
the screens as they were no longer 
working as part of a network, Braun 
said. The Paris prosecutors’ office has 
opened a preliminary investigation 
into attempted extortion, as well as the 
access and maintenance of the state’s 
digital system. The hospital had also 
filed a formal complaint. (Agencies)

Germany has earmarked eur0 10 bil-
lion ($10.5 billion) to buy 35 F-35A 
Lightning II fighter jets, according 
to a government document seen by 
Bloomberg, reflecting Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz’s pledge to boost de-
fense spending. The money will come 
from a debt-financed euro 100 billion 
special fund that Scholz announced 
shortly after Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in February. Deliver-
ies under the plan are scheduled to 
take place between 2026 and 2029. 
The cost includes items such as air-
to-ground missiles and ground in-
frastructure, according to the Ger-
man document. Scholz pledged in a 

speech to parliament after Russia’s 
attack that Germany would invest 
“more than” 2% of gross domestic 
product annually in defense, aided 
by the special fund. Bottlenecks at 
defense companies and other pro-
curement problems have hampered 
the spending drive. Defense Minister 
Christine Lambrecht recently revised 
the target to 2% of GDP and said Ber-
lin would reach it “on average in the 
next five years.” Germany’s failure 
to reach the 2% target agreed by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
has been a source of friction with the 
US, particularly under former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.(Agencies)

Germany allocates $10.5b to Buy F-35 Jet

TIRANA: The war in Ukraine has put 
the European Union’s expansion at the 
top of the agenda as officials from the 
Western Balkans and EU leaders gath-
er Tuesday for a summit intended to re-
invigorate the whole enlargement pro-
cess. The EU’s executive commission 
has repeatedly promised Albania, Bos-
nia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Mace-
donia and Serbia that they have futures 
within the bloc. But the progress of the 
six nations toward getting there stalled 
in recent years.The EU last admitted a 
new member — Croatia, which is also 
part of the Balkans — in 2013. Before 
that, Bulgaria and Romania joined in 
2007. With the withdrawal of the Unit-
ed Kingdom in 2021, the EU now has 
27 member nations. Although divisions 
among them on the pace of accession 
talks and some complicated bilateral is-
sues remain, EU officials think it’s more 
crucial than ever to make clear the six 
Western Balkans nations belong in the 
European family so they don’t turn in 
frustration toward Russia or China in-
stead. “Enlargement policy is among 
the top three priorities of EU leaders,” 
EU Commissioner for Neighborhood 
and Enlargement Olivér Várhelyi said 
during a visit to Belgrade, Serbia’s cap-

ital, last week. “The only real long-term 
solution for peace, stability and pros-
perity is EU membership.” EU leaders 
agreed in June to make Moldova and 
Ukraine candidates for membership 
and said Georgia would be eligible for 
candidacy once the country met some 
goals defined by the European Com-
mission. A month later, the EU started 
membership negotiations with Albania 
and North Macedonia following years 
of delays. Bosnia moved a small step 
closer on its path to join the powerful 
economic bloc when the commission 
advised member countries in October 
to grant it candidate status despite con-
tinuing criticism of the way the nation 
is run. Kosovo has only started the first 
step, with the signing of a Stabilization 
and Association Agreement. It said it 
would apply for candidate status later 
this month. NATO Secretary-Gener-
al Jens Stoltenberg insisted last week 
that supporting Moldova, Georgia and 
Bosnia was crucial in the context of 
the war. Stoltenberg noted that Bosnia, 
where Russian interference and ethnic 
tensions long have created political 
instability, is “important for stability 
in the whole of the Western Balkans.” 
(Agencies)

Enlargement back on EU’s agenda at 
Western Balkans summit

Australia on Monday started building 
a vast network of antennas in the Out-
back, its section of what planners say 
will eventually become one of the most 
powerful radio telescopes in the world. 
When complete, the antennas in Aus-
tralia and a network of dishes in South 
Africa will form the Square Kilometre 
Array (SKA), a massive instrument 
that will aim to untangle mysteries 
about the creation of stars, galaxies 
and extraterrestrial life. The idea for 
the telescope was first conceived in 
the early 1990s, but the project was 
plagued by delays, funding issues 
and diplomatic jockeying. The SKA 
Observatory’s Director-General Phil-
ip Diamond described the beginning 
of its construction as “momentous”. 
The telescope “will be one of human-
ity’s biggest-ever scientific endeav-
ours”, he said. Its name is based on 
the planners’ original aim, a telescope 
that could observe a one-square-kilo-

metre surface, but the current South 
African and Australian sections will 
have a combined collecting area of 
just under half that, according to the 
observatory. Both countries have huge 
expanses of land in remote areas with 
little radio disturbance -- ideal for 
such telescopes. More than 130,000 
Christmas tree-shaped antennas are 
planned in Western Australia, to be 
built on the traditional lands of the 
Wajarri Aboriginal people. They have 
dubbed the site “Inyarrimanha Ilgari 
Bundara”, or “sharing sky and stars”. 
“We honour their willingness to share 
their skies and stars with us as we 
seek to find answers to some of the 
most fundamental science questions 
we face,” said Diamond. The South 
African site will feature nearly 200 
dishes in the remote Karoo region, 
according to the organisation. Com-
parison between radio telescopes is 
difficult as they operate in different 

frequencies, according to SKA’s plan-
ners. But they have said that the two 
sites will give SKA higher sensitivi-
ty over single-dish radio telescopes 
because its arrays are spread out, 
forming a much bigger “virtual dish”. 
The project will help in “charting the 
birth and death of galaxies, searching 
for new types of gravitational waves 
and expanding the boundaries of 
what we know about the universe”, 
said telescope director Sarah Pearce. 
Danny Price from the Curtin Institute 
of Radio Astronomy said the telescope 
would be extremely powerful. “To put 
the sensitivity of the SKA into perspec-
tive, the SKA could detect a mobile 
phone in the pocket of an astronaut on 
Mars, 225 million kilometres away,” he 
said. The SKA Observatory, headquar-
tered at Jodrell Bank in Britain, has 
said the telescope should start mak-
ing scientific observations by the late 
2020s. (Agencis)

Australia starts building ‘momentous’ radio telescope

Trump rebuked for call 
to suspend Constitution 

over election

WASHINGTON: Former President 
Donald Trump faced rebuke Sunday 
(Dec 4) from officials in both par-
ties after calling for the “termination” 
of parts of the Constitution over his 
lie that the 2020 election was stolen. 
Trump, who announced last month 
that he is running again for president, 
made the claim over the weekend on 
his Truth Social media platform. “A 
Massive Fraud of this type and mag-
nitude allows for the termination of all 
rules, regulations, and articles, even 
those found in the Constitution,” he 
wrote. “Our great ‘Founders’ did not 
want, and would not condone, False 
& Fraudulent Elections!” Incoming 
House Democratic leader Hakeem 
Jeffries on Sunday described Trump’s 
statement as strange and extreme and 
said Republicans will have to make a 
choice whether to continue embracing 
Trump’s anti-democratic views.“Re-
publicans are going to have to work 
out their issues with the former presi-
dent and decide whether they’re going 
to break from him and return to some 
semblance of reasonableness or con-
tinue to lean in to the extremism, not 
just of Trump, but Trumpism,” Jeffries 
said. Trump, who is the first to be im-
peached twice and whose term ended 
with his supporters violently storming 
the Capitol in a deadly bid to halt the 
peaceful transition of power on Jan 6, 
2021, faces a escalating criminal inves-
tigations, including several that could 
lead to indictments. They include the 
probe into classified documents seized 
by the FBI from Mar-a-Lago, and ongo-
ing state and federal inquiries related 
to efforts to overturn the results of the 
2020 presidential election.Asked about 
Trump’s comments Sunday, Repre-
sentative Mike Turner of Ohio, the top 
Republican on the House Intelligence 
Committee, said he “vehemently” dis-
agrees and “absolutely” condemns the 
remarks, saying they should be a factor 
as Republicans decide who should lead 
their party in 2024. “There is a political 
process that has to go forward before 
anybody is a frontrunner or anybody 
is even the candidate for the party,” he 
said. (Agencies)

More protest calls in Iran 
after confusion over mo-
rality police revocation

Tehran: Activists Monday called for 
more protests over the next three days 
after the government made conflicting 
statements on disbanding the dreaded 
morality police that enforces the Is-
lamic dress code in Iran Tehran Youth, 
an underground protest organizing 
group that has been issuing calls for 
demonstrations nationwide, urged the 
Iranians to mobilize and demonstrate. 
“Unity is one of the factors for victory,” 
the group said on social media. Tehran 
Youth and several other similar groups 
called for a labor strike on Monday 
and demonstrations in the neighbor-
hoods on Tuesday and a gathering in 
the central Azadi (freedom) square 
on Wednesday. Nationwide protests 
sparked by the alleged death in deten-
tion of Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini 
in Tehran on Sep.16 have rocked Iran 
for months now. Amini was arrested 
by the morality police on Sep.13 al-
legedly for not wearing her hijab prop-
erly. More than 400 people have died 
in the almost three months of protests. 
The security forces have arrested at 
least 2,000 for their inciting and par-
ticipating in demonstrations. Six of 
them have been sentenced to death. 
The unrest has evolved into demands 
calling for the end of the Islamic re-
public founded by Ayatollah Khomei-
ni in 1979. The new call for protests 
came a day after Attorney General 
said that the morality police would be 
abolished. (Agencies)

Israeli President arrives 
in UAE

DUBAI: Israeli president Isaac Her-
zog has arrived in the UAE Mon-
day to attend the Abu Dhabi Space 
Debate, state news agency (WAM) 
reported.Herzog was welcomed by 
the UAE’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan 
at the Presidential Airport in Abu 
Dhabi. The Israeli president will 
be among 300 high-ranking per-
sonalities and decision makers at-
tending the first edition of the Abu 
Dhabi Space Debate, which opened 
on Monday. The two-day event will 
discuss the space industry’s most 
pressing challenges and factors 
to drive the new space economy. 
(Agencies)


