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China terms US report as ‘groundless speculation’

PTI announces fresh protests from today

Turkey threatens Greece for arming Aegean islands

Japan plans defence spend  
that could put it on par with Russia

BEIJING: China on Tuesday criticised a 
US defence report estimating Beijing’s 
nuclear arsenal would triple by 2035 as 
“groundless speculation” and accused 
Washington of “hyping up” the mili-
tary threat posed by the world’s most 
populous country. The US Department 
of Defense released its annual China 
Military Power Report last week, which 
said China’s People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) would likely acquire around 
1,500 nuclear warheads by 2035 at its 
current pace of expansion. That figure 
would still lag far behind the arsenals 
of the United States and Russia, which 
each include several thousand nuclear 
warheads. Chinese defence ministry 
spokesman Tan Kefei said the report 
“distorts China’s defence policy and 
military strategy, is groundless specula-
tion on China’s military development... 
and is (the United States’) customary 
trick to hype up and exaggerate China’s 
so-called military threat”. “The United 

States is making accusations and spec-
ulations about the modernisation of 
China’s nuclear forces, when in fact it is 
the one that should deeply review and 
reflect on its own nuclear policy,” Tan 
added. The Pentagon report also said 
Beijing had “adopted more dangerous, 
coercive and aggressive actions in the 
Indo-Pacific region”. The PLA would 
“likely continue to increase military 
pressure -- in concert with diplomatic, 
information and economic pressure -- 
in an attempt to compel Taiwan toward 
unification”, it said. (Agencies)

LAHORE: As part of its agitation against 
the government over its demands to 
hold fresh general elections immediate-
ly, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
has decided to launch a new protest 
campaign. Set to commence from De-
cember 7, former prime minister and 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan announced 
the ‘Hold elections, save Pakistan’ 
movement. The movement will be held 
in the form of protests in various con-
stitutencies of Punjab from Wednes-
day December 7 to December 17. The 
protests will be held in 13 National 
Assembly and 25 provincial assembly 
constituencies across Punjab. At the 
end of the protest movement, a major 
protest rally will be held at Lahore’s 

Liberty Roundabout on December 19-
20. This follows the week-long, inter-
rupted protest march from Lahore to 
Islamabad which concluded at the edge 
of the federal capital late last month. It 
should be noted that the decision to 
hold protest rallies on behalf of PTI has 
been made due to inflation, the deteri-
orating economic situation, and human 
rights violations. Earlier, Chairman PTI 
and former Prime Minister Imran Khan 
chaired a meeting of the leaders of La-
hore. In the meeting, Imran Khan con-
sulted the party leaders regarding the 
dissolution of the provincial assembly 
and ordered the assembly members of 
Lahore to hold protest rallies against 
inflation. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkey’s foreign minister 
on Tuesday again threatened to “take 
action” against Greece if it continues 
to arm its Aegean islands which Anka-
ra says should remain demilitarized in 
line with international treaties. Mevlut 
Cavusoglu’s comments follow reports 
of military exercises by Greece on the 
Aegean islands of Rhodes and Lesbos. 
Turkish officials insist the deployment 
of soldiers or weapons on some is-
lands close to its coast are in violation 
of their nonmilitary status according 
to international law. Athens says it 
needs to defend the islands against a 

potential attack from Turkey. It notes 
that Turkey has a sizeable military 
force on the western Turkish coast 
just across form the islands.Speaking 
during a joint news conference with 
his Romanian counterpart, Cavusoglu 
said continued violation of the treaties 
would open their sovereignty up to 
debate and force Turkey to defends 
its rights. “We cannot remain silent,” 
Cavusoglu said. “Greece needs to re-
nounce its violation. Either it steps 
back on the issue and abides by the 
agreement or we’ll do whatever is 
necessary.” Agencies)

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida has ordered a sharp 
defence spending hike that could see 
his long-pacifist country’s defence 
budget balloon to near the levels 
spent by Russia.  Mr Kishida instruct-
ed ministers to put together a budget 
of about 43 trillion yen (S$426.17 bil-
lion) for the five-year period starting 
in April, Defence Minister Yasukazu 
Hamada said on Monday. That’s up 
57 per cent on the 27 trillion yen ini-
tially budgeted for the current five-
year period.  The change of direc-

tion for Japan, which has retained a 
US-drafted pacifist constitution since 
its defeat in World War II, comes after 
the country was shocked by Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. China’s threats 
toward Taiwan and North Korea’s 
atomic ambitions have also lent sup-
port for Tokyo to embark on one of its 
largest military build-ups in decades. 
The money is set to be used for items 
such as stockpiling missiles that are 
capable of striking military assets in 
neighbors Russia, China and North 
Korea. (Agencies)

MOSCOW/KIEV: Hungary will not 
fall in line with some other EU states 
to provide training to Ukrainian forc-
es, Tamas Menczer, state secretary for 
bilateral relations said, adding Buda-
pest favors a diplomatic solution to the 
conflict. “In some European countries, 
Ukrainian soldiers are being trained. 
They won’t be in Hungary,” Menczer 
wrote on Facebook. “We want to move 
towards peace, not war,” he added. 
Hungary has repeatedly said that Brus-
sels should focus on bringing about 
a diplomatic solution to the conflict 
rather than aid Kiev militarily. A third 
Russian airfield was ablaze on Tuesday 
from a drone strike, a day after Ukraine 
demonstrated an apparent new ability 
to penetrate hundreds of kilometers 
deep into Russian air space with attacks 
on two Russian air bases. Officials in the 
Russian city of Kursk said an oil storage 
tank there had been set ablaze but there 
were no casualties. It came a day after 
Russia confirmed it had been hit by 
what it said were Soviet-era drones at 
Engels air base, home to Russia’s fleet 
of giant strategic bombers in Ryazan. 
Kyiv did not directly claim responsibil-
ity for the strikes but celebrated them. 
Meanwhile, Russia’s defence ministry 
said it has deployed mobile coastal 
defence missile systems on a north-
ern Kuril island – part of a strategical-
ly located chain of islands that stretch 
between Japan and the Russian Kam-
chatka Peninsula. Japan lays claim to 
the Russian-held southern Kuril islands 
that Tokyo calls the Northern Territo-
ries, a territorial row that dates back to 
the end of WWII – when Soviet troops 
seized them from Japan. Media reports 

say that Putin to attend the summit of 
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 
on December 9 in Bishkek (Kyrgyz-
stan), presidential aide Yury Ushakov 
said The summit is expected to consid-
er the issue of financing the project of 
pilot cooperation in industry between 
the EAEU countries. Latvia’s media 
regulator revoked the broadcast license 
of the exiled liberal Russian network 
TV Dozhd after an anchor claimed 
live on air that it had been helping the 
Russian military. Ukraine is switching 
to emergency shutdowns to stabilise 
its power grid after Russian missile 
attacks, Ukrainian President Zelensky 
said adding many regions have been af-
fected, and the local authorities warned 
that about half of the Kyiv region would 
remain without electricity in the com-
ing days. Russia and Ukraine said on 
Tuesday they had exchanged 60 pris-
oners of war on each side in the latest 
of a series of such swaps. Russia’s de-
fence ministry said the 60 freed Russian 
soldiers would be flown to Moscow to 
receive medical care and psychological 
support. Ukraine’s presidential chief 
of staff Andriy Yermak hailed the re-
turning Ukrainians as heroes and said 
they included dozens who had held 
out in the city of Mariupol including 
the besieged Azovstal steelworks- un-
til Russia forced its surrender in May. 
“We continue to return the defenders of 
Mariupol in today’s ‘list of 60’ there are 
34 of them, including 14 from Azovstal. 
Some are wounded, and will receive 
all the necessary help in Ukraine,” 
Yermak said. Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
embassies have received more “bloody 
packages”, Ukraine’s foreign minis-

ter said, adding that the embassies in 
Romania and Denmark received such 
parcels on Tuesday. Over the past 
week, Ukrainian missions in several 
EU countries have been sent packages 
containing animal eyes and coated in 
a pungent liquid. No one has claimed 
responsibility for sending the packag-
es. Moscow said that it can agree with 
the US about the need for lasting peace 
in Ukraine, but played down the pros-
pect of negotiations until it achieves the 
goals of its “special military operation”. 
Joe Biden and Putin have said they are 
open to diplomacy on Ukraine, but a 
meeting between the two leaders has 
not been organised and neither side 
agrees on the conditions for talks. Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky on Tuesday 
visited the frontline region of Donetsk 
in east Ukraine, describing fighting in 
the area as “difficult” with Russian forc-
es pushing to capture the industrial city 
of Bakhmut. The visit came as Vladimir 
Putin convened his security council in 
the wake of the latest spate of drone at-
tacks on military-linked facilities inside 
Russian territory. The focus of fighting 
in Ukraine has shifted this month to 
Donbas after Kyiv’s forces recaptured 
the southern city of Kherson follow-
ing a Russian retreat from the regional 
capital. The Ukrainian Armed Forces 
lost over 8,000 troops and a significant 
number of military equipment over the 
course of November, said Russian De-
fense Minister Sergey Shoigu. He said 
in November, Kiev’s losses amounted 
to more than 8,300 military person-
nel, five airplanes, ten helicopters, 149 
tanks and more than 300 armored 
fighting vehicles.  (Agencies)

– Russian missile strikes force emergency power shutdowns

EU refuses to train Ukrainian troops
– Ukraine long-range drone attacks expose Russian air defence

– Moscow deploys missile on island near Japan – Putin to attend EAEU summit in Bishkek on Dec 9
– EU state closes liberal Russian TV channel – Russia & Ukraine swap 60 POWs

– Ukraine FM says our embassies receive more ‘bloody packages’
– Kremlin: We can agree with US on peace in Ukraine but no talks for now

– Zelensky visits Donbas near ‘difficult’ Ukraine front

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden 
will make a decision on whether he 
seeks a second term in 2024 “short-
ly” after the new year, his chief of 
staff, Ron Klain, said. Speaking at 
The Wall Street Journal’s CEO Coun-
cil Summit, Klain said Biden had 
been consulting with his family. At 
80 he is already the oldest president 
in US history and if he served a sec-
ond term he would be 86 by the time 
he stepped down. Klain, one of the 
most senior figures in Washington 
to comment on the issue, said in an 

interview broadcast by the Journal 
he believes “it’s his intention to run.” 
“I hear from a lot of Democrats from 
across the country that they want 
him to run,” Klain said. “But the 

president will make that decision, I 
expect, shortly after the holidays, but 
I expect the decision will be to do it.” 
Currently the only declared candi-
date for the 2024 election is Donald 
Trump, the Republican whom Biden 
defeated in 2020 ― and who continues 
to spread invented conspiracy theo-
ries about the election having been 
rigged against him. Biden has given 
strong indications that he will run 
again, while leaving open the possi-
bility that he will not, saying he is a 
“great respecter of fate.” (Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s capital 
Beijing further eased Covid 
curbs on Tuesday, ending 
the requirement for people 
to show negative tests to en-
ter supermarkets and offic-
es. “Beijing readies itself for 
life again” read a headline in 
the government-owned Chi-
na Daily newspaper. People 
were “gradually embracing” 
the slow return to normali-
ty, it added. This is the latest 
in an easing of curbs across 
the country following last 
month’s historic protests 
that marked the biggest 
show of public discontent in 

mainland China since Presi-
dent Xi Jinping took power 
in 2012. Analysts at Nomu-
ra estimate that areas now 
under lockdown equate to 
around to be 19.3% of Chi-
na’s total GDP, down from 
25.1% last Monday. This 
marks the first decline in 
Nomura’s closely-watched 
China Covid lockdown in-
dex since the start of Oc-
tober, nearly two months 
ago. China may further an-
nounce 10 new nationwide 
easing measures as early as 
Wednesday reported Reu-
ters. (Agencies)

GDYNIA: Polish President 
Andrzej Duda and the 
country’s defense minister 
on Tuesday took delivery 
of a first shipment of tanks 
and howitzers from South 
Korea, hailing the swift 
implementation of a deal 
signed in the summer in 
the face of the war in neigh-
boring Ukraine. Duda and 
Mariusz Blaszczak were 
in the Polish Navy port 
of Gdynia, on the Baltic 
coast, to mark the arriv-
al by sea of the first 10 
Black Panther K2 tanks, 
along with 24 Thunder 
K9 howitzers, from a $5.8 
billion deal with Seoul. 
They stressed that South 
Korea responded quickly 
to the need by Poland, a 
European Union nation, to 
urgently increase its deter-
rence and defense poten-

tial as Russia is fighting a 
war in Ukraine, just across 
Poland’s eastern border. 
Korean government and 
defense industry officials 
were also present. “This 
is the future, this is the 
real strengthening of Po-
land’s security,” Duda said, 
standing before the tanks 
and the howitzers. “In or-
der to stop aggression, to 
stop the enemy, it is neces-
sary for the army to have 
this modern equipment,” 
he added. More deliver-
ies are planned through 
2025. Poland is purchas-
ing hundreds of K2 Black 
Panther tanks made by 
Hyundai Rotem and of K9 
Thunder howitzers made 
by Hanhwa Defense. The 
deal includes training, lo-
gistics and ammunition.  
(Agencies)

Biden to decide on second term ‘shortly’ after new year

Beijing ready for ‘life again’ as  
lockdowns lift across China

First delivery of S. Korean  
heavy weapons comes to Poland

 Pope John Paul II covered up child abuse as 
bishop – Dutch author 

AMSTERDAM: A Dutch journalist based 
in Poland has claimed to have found ar-
chival documents that incriminate Pope 
John Paul II in shielding priests allegedly 
involved in the sexual abuse of children 
during his tenure as archbishop. The late 
Pope, born Karol Jozef Wojtyla, headed 
the Archdiocese of Krakow between 
1964 and 1978. During that time, he 
knew of several priests in his diocese, 
who stood accused of molesting minors, 
and helped cover up their alleged crimes, 
according to Ekke Overbeek. An upcom-
ing book written by Overbeek is set to 

detail the evidence and conclusions from 
his three-year investigation. Last week, 
the author gave an overview of his dis-
coveries to the Dutch television program 
Nieuwsuur. According to the journalist, 
many of the documents directly detailing 
the service of Archbishop and later Car-
dinal Wojtyla in Krakow were destroyed, 
but he managed to find enough papers 
mentioning him tangentially to piece 
together a case against him. Pope John 
Paul II died in 2005. Pope Francis canon-
ized his predecessor in 2014 in a hasty 
move. (Agencies)
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government is taking concrete 
measures for the establishment of 
tourism as an industry in the prov-
ince for which the tendering of 
Integrated Tourism Zones at four 
different locations of the province 
will be completed soon. Additional-
ly, a road show/investor conference 
will be held in Karachi this month, 
followed by road shows in Lahore 
and Islamabad to attract investment 
in the tourism sector. This was dis-
closed in a progress review meet-
ing of the tourism department held 
here on Tuesday with Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood 
Khan in the chair. The meeting was 
given a detailed briefing regarding 
the ongoing reforms in the depart-
ment, development projects in the 
tourism sector and the progress on 

the decisions made during the last 
meeting. The participants were in-
formed that the feasibility study has 
been completed for Boyun Ski Re-
sorts and Hund Park under the pub-
lic-private partnership mode, while 
the master plan for Hund Park has 
also been finalized. It was also told 
that 329 informational sign boards 
have been installed at various spots 
in the province for the convenience 
of tourists. The participants of the 
meeting were apprised that Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa has secured first po-

sition in the lok virsa festival held 
in Islamabad recently. Speaking 
on the occasion, the Chief Minister 
said that the provincial government 
is working on the promotion of the 
tourism sector as per the vision of 
Chairman PTI Imran Khan with the 
aim of creating employment oppor-
tunities for people at the local level 
and to strengthen the overall econ-
omy of the province. He said that 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has tremen-
dous tourism potential which can be 
used to overcome unemployment.
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CM says focusing on promoting tourism to create more jobs locally

Govt utilizing resources for health, education sector: Minister

PDMA prepares winter contingency plan 2022-23

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Minister for Local Government, 
Elections and Rural Development, 
Sardar Faisal Amin Gandapur has 
said that government was utilizing 
utmost resources for development 
of education and health sector by 
keeping in view instructions of 
Chief Minister, Mehmood Khan. He 
was speaking as the Chief Guest in 

a ceremony held in Khyber Medical 
University (KMU) to rename road 
from PDA Building to Sui Gas Office 
as KMU Road. The ceremony was 
also attended by teaching and ad-
ministrative staff of the university, 
Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Zia-
ul-Haque, Registrar Professor Dr. 
Muhammad Salim Gandapur and 
heads of various departments. He 
said,”Health and education sectors 
are among topmost priorities of the 
provincial government and consid-
erable allocation have been in bud-
get for these important segments 
and added that health cards for poor 

people and revolutionary reforms 
of education sector are milestone 
achievements of current KP gov-
ernment. “ Faisal Amin said, “KMU 
has achieved a prominent position 
among national and international 
level education institutions in a very 
short span of time.” He said,”It is a 
achievement that 26 medical and 
dental colleges of the province and 
over 200 institutions of physiothera-
py, nursing and allied health scienc-
es are associated with the universi-
ty wherein more than 50,000 male 
and female students are completing 
graduation.”(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Disas-
ter Management Authority (PDMA) 
under the guidance of the Relief, 
Rehabilitation and Settlement De-
partment, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
prepared the winter contingency 
plan for 2022-23 to cope with various 
natural hazards in winter. The nat-
ural hazards mentioned in the plan 
included winter hazards of extremely 
low temperature, fog, smog, snowfall, 
rainfall, landslides, flash floods, and 
seismic activity along the mountain-
ous north and west. Director General 
PDMA Sharif Hussain said here on 
Tuesday that the process of the Win-
ter Contingency Plan was started in 

mid-October 2022 by involving all 
stakeholders of the Federal Govern-
ment, Provincial line Departments, 
District Administration, and devel-
opment partners. Digital tools for 
data collection were developed and 
shared with all stakeholders includ-
ing information regarding district/
sector-specific hazards and vulnera-
bility profiles, hazard impact, dam-
ages, compensation paid, resource 
mapping, need assessment, and co-
ordination. He added that The Winter 
Contingency Plan 2022-23 provides a 
detailed overview of the district pro-
file of winter hazards for the entire 
province. The document also covers 

details about the Composite Risk 
Score of every district based on the 
different types of hazards the dis-
tricts are prone to. It also explains the 
corresponding risks that are associat-
ed with it along with the approximate 
vulnerable population in the event of 
any untoward situation. Keeping the 
risks that these hazards might pose, 
all the districts map out such vul-
nerable sites and prepare a Winter 
Contingency Plan of their respective 
districts wherein all the available re-
sources are mapped and the corre-
sponding response is chalked out, 
identifying clearly defined roles and 
responsibilities of various depart-

ments in the event of any unfavor-
able scenario. The different winter 
hazards that this province is prone 
to, include heavy snowfall, extremely 
low temperatures, cold waves, ava-
lanches, land sliding, heavy rainfall, 
fog, and smog. Every hazard has its 
challenges. For instance, the heavy 
snowfall in the upper regions of Mal-
akand and Hazara divisions disrupts 
daily lives in different ways ranging 
from road closures, the collapse of 
buildings/houses, and the subsequent 
shortage of supplies /commodities. 
Similarly, low temperatures and cold 
waves increase Acute Respiratory In-
fection (ARI) diseases. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.25 231.4

China Yuan 31.85 32.1

Japanese Yen 1.93 1.97

Saudi Riyal 63.25 63.85

U.A.E Dirham 65.35 65.9

UK Pound 292.5 295

Euro 249.2 252

Australian Dollar 152.24 153.49

Canadian Dollar 166.23 167.58

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
149000

Rs. 
136582

Rs. 
130375

Rs. 
111750

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
127800

Rs. 
117149

Rs. 
111825

Rs. 95850

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12780 Rs. 11715 Rs. 11183 Rs. 9585

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
362300

Rs. 
332106

Rs. 
317013

Rs. 
271725

Anti polio vaccination drive commences

CM to inaugurate development projects in Kohat

ISA conducts two-day capacity building training 
workshop for official media

Two children among five injured in road accident

Illegal constructions, cabins  
demolished at Karkhano Market

Digitization to accelerate public service delivery

BKMC admin installs feedback boxes

PESCO notifies power suspension

‘Clean & neat Peshawar’ campaign to start on Dec 12

PESHAWAR: A three days anti polio 
vaccination campaign commenced on 
Monday to administer the vaccine to 
the children of age under five years 
in different districts of Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa. The vaccinators are visit-
ing door to door and various public 
places including entry and exit points, 
bus terminals and railway stations to 
administer anti polio drops to children 
under five years of age. KP Health 
Department’s officials told APP that 
vaccination campaign was underway 
in Peshawar, Nowshera and others dis-

tricts under security arrangements of 
the Khyber Pakthunkhwa police. More 
than 4,000 policemen were deployed 
for security of vaccination staff. SSP 
Operation Kashif Abbasi visited differ-
ent areas of Peshawar and reviewed 
security arrangement besides imple-
mentation of the security plan. He was 
accompanied by officials of KP Health 
Department. The official advised par-
ents and guardians to bring their chil-
dren to nearest hospitals in case vac-
cinators’ did not arrive at their homes. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood Khan will 
visit Kohat on Wednesday to inau-
gurate various development projects 
which were costing billions of rupees 
for provision of civic amenities to the 
masses. Chairman District Develop-
ment Advisory Committee, MPA Zi-
aullah Bangash has invited Chief Min-
ister for inauguration ceremony. The 

development projects include supply 
of clean drinking water project in ur-
ban areas of Kohat, sewerage systems, 
floodlights and greenfield project at 
Kohat sports complex, Women busi-
ness Center Project, inauguration of-
government Higher Secondary school 
Comprehensive for Male, government 
Higher Secondary School College 
Town for Female. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Information Service 
academy (ISA), Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Islamabad on 
Tuesday conducted a two-day capaci-
ty-building training workshop for staff-
ers of official media here at Radio Pa-
kistan. The workshop was attended by 
information officers, reporters, sub-edi-
tors, producers, cameramen, and other 
staff members of the Press Information 
Department (PID) Peshawar, Radio 
Pakistan, Pakistan Television, and As-
sociated Press of Pakistan (APP). In 
the inaugural session, Director General 
PID Islamabad, Saeed Ahmed Shaikh, 
and Deputy Director ISA Muhammad 

Asif shared their rich experiences and 
viewpoints about maintaining of so-
cial ethics in news reporting and of-
fice management. Saeed Ahmad said 
the information should be thoroughly 
checked to ensure it was based on facts 
and accuracy before its release and 
broadcast. He said that all news-relat-
ed information must be supported by 
strong evidence and must not be am-
biguous. He said journalists were like 
a mirror of the society on whom great 
responsibilities rest to portray the real 
picture of current issues, adding spec-
ulations and sensationalism may be 
avoided. (APP)

PESHAWAR: At least five persons 
including two women and two 
children sustained injuries in a 
road accident that occurred here 
on Tuesday in Kagawala area on 
Kohat Road. According to District 
Emergency Officer Rescue 1122, 
the accident took place when a Su-

zuki van rammed in a tri-wheeler. 
As a result five persons identified 
as Suleman 35, Sudais 10, Fatima 
8, and two women aged 31 and 35 
respectively got injured. The teams 
of 1122 reached on the spot and 
provided timely first aid to the pa-
tients. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District adminis-
tration Peshawar has carried out 
grand anti-encroachment operation 
in Karkhano Market on Tuesday. 
The operation was carried out un-
der the supervision of Additional 
Assistant Commissioner (AAC), 
Anis-ur-Rehman during which doz-
ens of illegal constructions and 
cabins were demolished. The op-

eration was carried out through 
heavy machinery.The officers of 
Peshawar Development Authority 
(PDA) were also present on the oc-
casion. Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Peshawar, Shafiullah Khan has said 
that no leniency would be showed 
to anyone and the operation would 
continue till the removal of all en-
croachments. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Chief Secretary Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. Shahzad 
Khan Bangash has said that dig-
itization initiatives will bring the 
province in line with international 
standards. Sharing his vision on 
the ongoing digitization process 
in government departments, he 
said that the world has gone dig-
ital and we are trying at par with 
the rest of the world. He said the 

KP government is the first prov-
ince that leads in the digitiza-
tion process and started work on 
e-summary. He said the objective 
of digitization is to make all gov-
ernment working paperless and 
digitalize our all data and doc-
uments. Digitization will bring 
more transparency and accelerate 
the public service delivery rate, he 
added. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The administration 
of Bacha Khan Medical Complex 
(BKMC) Hospital has installed feed-
back boxes at various places of the 
hospital as part of efforts to improve 
service delivery and allow people to 
lodge their complaints and forward 
suggestions. According to Hospital 
Director, Dr Amjad Mehboob feed-
back boxes have been installed on 
fifteen points including wards and 

emergency and outpatient depart-
ments. A pro forma has also been 
attached for writing suggestions and 
complaints regarding the healthcare 
delivery system. He said that all the 
complaints and suggestions would 
be recorded and reviewed in a meet-
ing of the hospital ethics committee, 
adding that the website link had also 
been displayed for people to submit 
their feedback. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electrical 
Supply Company (Pesco) here on 
Tuesday notified power suspension 
from various grids of the province 
due to unavoidable maintenance 
work. Power supply would remain 
suspended from 132 KV Shahi Bahg 
Grid Station on December 7 from 10 
AM to 4 PM, resultantly consumers of 
132 KV Shahi baghgrid connected 11 
KV feeders would face inconvenience. 
Power supply would remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Swat Grid Sta-
tion on December 7, 8 from 9 AM 
to 3 PM, resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Malam Jaba, Saidu Shareef 

Hospital, Bandhai, Mengra 1,2,3,4, 
Marghuzar, Sadu Shareef, Barikot, 
KAbal 2,3,4, Sionr Hospital, Gogda-
ra, Takhtaband, Qambar, Singar, Haji 
Baba, Saidu Baba, Bara Bandhai, 
Shahdara, Hospital Experss, Ajrang, 
New Khwazakhela, Shn , Charbagh 
feeders would face inconvenience. 
Power supply would remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV Mansehra Grid Sta-
tion on December 7 and 12 from 9 AM 
to 3 PM, resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Ghazikot, Ahsan Shaheed, City 2, 
Qalandar Abad, Attar Shesha, Sha-
heen Shaheed, Baffa, Shankiyari feed-
ers would face inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The clean and neat Pe-
shawar campaign would be formally 
kicked off in the provincial capital of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on December 
12 (Monday). Deputy Commissioner 
Peshawar, Shafiullah Khan took this 
decision on Tuesday while presiding 
over a high-level meeting attended by 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Dr 
Ehtashamul Haq, officials of district 
administration, works and sanitation 
services, Peshawar Development Au-
thority, Local Government and Rural 

Development, City Town and other 
departments. It was decided to hold 
awareness walks in bazaars to sensitise 
the masses against plastic pollution and 
the open dumping of garbage. During 
the campaign, mud and waste would 
be removed from roadsides and clean-
liness in offices would be ensured. The 
deputy commissioner urged the mass-
es to dispose of their houses’ waste at 
selected places rather than throwing it 
in streets and roads for quick disposal. 
(APP)

SSTs warn protest for upgradation of pay scale
PESHAWAR: The Senior School Teach-
ers (SSTs) once again warned the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government to 
fulfill their demand of upgradation as 
per the commitment and verdict of PHC 
otherwise they would stage a protest on 
December 26. President SSTs Welfare 
Association KP Zulfiqar Ahmed told 
media here on Tuesday that if the pro-
vincial government failed to fulfill their 

just demands on time, they would go to 
every extent for their legitimate right of 
upgradation of SSTs to Scale 17. He said 
that the protest of SSTs upgradation has 
entered the second phase adding that 
the upgradation committee had already 
approved Scale 17 in April 2021 and rec-
ommended to the Education Secretary to 
upgrade the SSTs within 2 months, but 
the decision was not implemented. (APP)
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PM Shehbaz Sharif has said that Imran Khan’s recent state-
ment is a continuation of attacks on the parliamentary dem-
ocratic system. In his Twitter message he added that Imran 
Khan’s politics is only to gain power. No matter what harm 
it causes to the country. It is a fact that the aspiration of ev-
ery political party is to gain power, for which the interest of 
the country and the nation is neglected. Unfortunately, for the 
past several years, no attention is being paid to public issues 
due to the politics of rivalry within different politicians, which 
is causing depriving people of their basic rights and needs. In-
deed, the politics of PTI has changed after being ousted from 
power and since then the PTI Chairman Imran Khan started 
the politics of chaos across the country. Currently, the coun-
try is suffering from serious crises, the economy is heading 
for further deterioration and the terrible news of the coun-
try’s bankruptcy is being reported, which naturally causes 
worries in the entire nation. It has been eight months since 
the coalition government came to power. The sad fact is that 
no relief has been given to the people under the commitment 
expressed by it. Inflation has made it difficult for the people 
to make both ends meet. Instead of decreasing inflation, it is 
increasing day by day and no attention is being paid to it. In-
stead of lamenting the past and blaming each other, we should 
think of reducing the problems of the people, take measures 
to get out of the crisis and give real relief to the people by con-
trolling the inflation and this all is possible if there is political 
and economic stability in the country.

No Blame Game

Pakistan toady has a population 
of 221 million. It is almost seven 
times the size when what is now 
Pakistan came into existence. 
The partition of the British colo-
ny in 1947 into Hindu India and 
Muslim Pakistan brought about a 
significant transfer of populations 
between the two countries. Eight 
million Muslims moved into what 
is Pakistan today while six mil-
lion Hindus and Sikhs moved in 
the opposite direction. This was a 
significant demographic convul-
sion. It was population exchange 
of historic proportions involving 
14 million people. When the popu-
lation finally settled in the western 
wing of the original Pakistan, what 
is Pakistan toady had a population 
of 32 million of which one-quarter 
were migrants from India. As I will 
note later in this article, this was 
not the only large-scale interna-
tional migration that was to define 
Pakistan’s demographic situation. 
Given these changes how does Pa-
kistan’s population fit into global 
demographic change? On Tuesday, 
November 15, 2022, the world pop-
ulation crossed the 8 billion mark. 
The announcement was made by 
the United Nations. This threshold 
was reached earlier than expected 
even though there was a percepti-
ble decline in the birth rate, espe-
cially in the more developed coun-
tries. UN officials said the crossing 
of the milestone was an indicator 
of mankind’s achievements in 
medicine, nutrition, public health 
and personal hygiene. The world 
population has grown rapidly 
since 1900 largely because of soar-
ing birthrates in some parts of the 
world and healthcare advance-
ments. The 8 billion milestone was 
reached sooner than the UN once 
predicted. The organisation had 
once projected in 1999 that the 
world would hit the 8-billion mark 
in 2028. There were about 300 mil-
lion people on planet Earth two 
thousand years ago. The popula-

tion fluctuated in the centuries af-
ter that largely because of plagues 
and natural disasters. Then the 
rate of increase accelerated, reach-
ing one billion in 1804, four billion 
in 1974 and seven billion in 2011. 
Globally life expectancy reached 
72.8 years in 2019, an increase 
of almost nine years since 1990, 
though it fell to 71 years in 2021 
because of the Covid-19 death toll. 
Demographers predict the world 
will reach nine billion around 2037 
but will peak at around 10.4 billion 
during the 2080s and remain at 
that level until the start of the next 
century. Another forecast — this 
one by the Wittgenstein Center for 
Demography and Global Human 
Capital — has the world popula-
tion peaking at 9.67 billion in 2070, 
before a slow decline in fertility 
rates drop. Birth rates have fallen 
dramatically in most developed 
countries, but they remain high 
in many poorer countries which 
are least equipped to manage the 
impact of continued growth. In 
2021, Japan saw its lowest number 
of births in over a century. Near-
ly 30% of its population is now 65 
years or older. An older population 
is “less likely to set up businesses, 
and more reliant on the state”, said 
Paul Morland, a demographer and 
author of the book, The Human 
Tide: How Population Shaped the 
Modern World. While North Amer-
ica and Western Europe have made 
some adjustments in the age pro-
files of their population by admit-
ting millions of migrants, Japan 
has kept itself close to foreigners. 
It will pay a heavy price for this 
demographic stance. The econo-
my would stagnate and the level 
of productivity would stall. Germa-
ny, on the other hand, showed the 
benefits of large immigration. Ac-
cording to OECD that studied the 
consequence of Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s decision to admit a mil-
lion Syrian refugees into her coun-
try in the early 2020s, there was an 

immediate positive impact of the 
policy. In 2021, the organisation 
estimated that new workers that 
came into the country added 0.3% 
rate of growth to the German GDP. 
Over the medium term, the con-
tribution would increase to 0.5%. 
By 2050, world population will in-
crease by another 1.7 billion. Half 
of that increase will occur in just 
eight countries: Democratic Re-
public of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Tanzania and India. Pakistan, ac-
cording to these estimates, is the 
fifth most rapidly growing country 
in the world. Its population has in-
creased almost seven-fold since it 
gained independence 75 years ago. 
The large population is subject to 
the effects of global warming. The 
rain and floods in the summer of 
2022 killed an estimated 1,300 peo-
ple since good parts of the country 
in the lower reaches of the Indus 
River were flooded. But Pakistan 
was not alone in feeling the impact 
of global warming. India also suf-
fered from a deadly, unbearable 
heat in the summer of 2022. The 
country has a population of 1.4 
billion and is set to pass China be-
fore the end of 2022 and become 
the world’s most populous country. 
The increase in population over 
the next 60 years has renewed 
longstanding questions over how 
many people a warming planet 
can support. The 18th century de-
mographer and economist Thomas 
Malthus predicted that the rate of 
population growth would outpace 
the world’s capacity to grow food. 
He predicted widespread famines 
in Africa and Asia. However, Mal-
thus did not expect productivity in-
creases that came to be known as 
green revolution. Pakistan was one 
of the countries where this revolu-
tion took hold and brought about 
impressive increases in the output 
of wheat and rice.

Courtesy The Express Tribune
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Pakistan’s population in the global context
— By Shahid Javed Burki 

No one can deny that one of the 
best solutions to most of the cur-
rent problems in Pakistan is the 
education of its people, whether 
academic, political, religious, or 
cultural. Education promotes a 
sense of awareness in society and 
shrinks polarity and extremism. 
Yet, it seems that Pakistani lead-
ers are not very interested in im-
proving the education sector as a 
significant chunk of their energy is 
utilized to think about how they can 
retain power for the next five years 
through short-term projects with 
quick results. Education is essen-
tial for the personal growth of each 
individual in society and then for 
the development of society and the 
country. In Pakistan, we cannot em-
phasize more on female education, 
which can considerably strengthen 
women, one of the most vulner-
able sections of society. In many 
rural and low-income families, fe-
males are married between the and 
twelve-fourteen years of age. They 
are not mature enough according to 
the constitution of Pakistan, which 
identifies a person as an adult at the 
age of eighteen years. Hence, their 
rights are violated primarily due to 
their ignorance, and their health is 
affected-underage marriages with 
no education and maturity result 
in unstable families, which are the 
basic units of society. Furthermore, 
children of such families are not 
brought up well and rarely get a 
handsome job, let alone a position 
of authority. In this way, the whole 
family remains below the poverty 
line, and the cycle continues. Our 
education infrastructure also pos-
es some serious questions about 
the current state of schooling, es-
pecially after the Covid 19 and the 
recent flood disasters, which have 
wholly swept away whole towns 
and villages in interior Sindh and 
Balochistan. It is a massive blow to 
the already weak education system. 
Although there have been efforts to 
continue the classes from the tent 
schools, that’s not the proper way 
to do it. Since floods are common in 
Pakistan, it’s time that authorities 
adopt schooling according to the 
condition and use modern tools to 
upgrade remote learning. Thanks 
to Covid 19, the online teaching in-

frastructure has grown much better, 
but specific changes and additions 
should be made to the education 
service in rural areas. The learning 
pace in online classes was much 
less than in physical classes. Many 
students could not understand what 
was being taught, which affected 
their results. Therefore, it is crucial 
to diagnose the critical points in the 
online education system and make 
necessary arrangements so that the 
education years of young students 
aren’t affected. Because there are 
age limits for specific jobs, it is 
unfair if a person can’t meet those 
limits because he can’t understand 
it in poorly delivered online edu-
cation. So, for the batches affected 
by Covid specifically, the govern-
ment can allow them extra years 
or devise a mechanism to pace up 
their learning. Hence, in the end, 
they complete their degrees at their 
natural time, not late due to gaps 
caused by pandemics or disasters.
The same solution is presented by 
the United Nations (UN) in Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) 
for a better present and future. In 
Goal 4, the importance of education 
is emphasized, and remote educa-
tion is presented as a solution to 
global learning crises due to Covid 
19. Another way to promote educa-
tion and profound learning experi-
ence since the start of education is 
the use of local heroes along with 
national heroes in the textbooks 
so children can connect more. The 
Single National Curriculum (SNC) 
was hailed as a critical solution to 
all the education inequality prob-
lems in Pakistan, but it has flaws 
too. For example, it does not ad-
dress the need for diversity of cul-
tures and minorities in Pakistan. 
Minority children must learn about 
Islam, even if it is not their religion. 
There is no separate book or learn-
ing method devised for minorities. 
Similarly, the SNC does not address 
the diversity in cultures of different 
provinces of Pakistan and only dis-
cusses the major overall heroes. A 
better approach would have been to 
include the local heroes according 
to the province’s culture so the chil-
dren could connect more.

Courtesy Daily Times

Education Culture in Pakistan
— By Ambreen Shahzadi

Chitral suicides
The suicide rate in Chitral is horrifi-
cally high. According to reports, 176 
people from the area have ended 
their own lives between 2013 and 
2019, the overwhelming majority of 
these cases involve young men and 
women. Chitral is a district with a 
promising literacy rate. Most of the 
area’s residents invest in their chil-
dren’s education, be they boys or 
girls. Hence, it is surprising to find 

so many young people in the area 
choosing to take their own lives. 
One would think that given the ar-
ea’s achievements in education, its 
young people would see a promis-
ing future ahead of them and have 
much to live for. It is possible that, 
despite the high education rates, 
there is still a lack of quality jobs 
in the region. On the other hand, it 
could be that young people are un-
der too much pressure to perform 

well academically. Whatever the 
reason behind this trend may be, the 
government has to get to the bottom 
of it. I would suggest that they boost 
the mental health resources of the 
region, ensuring that all schools 
and universities have psychological 
counsellors who can help young 
people deal with issues such as 
stress, anxiety and depression.
– Ijaz Yousuf
– Chitral

Letter to the Editor

We have recently witnessed the 
largest transfer of state pow er 
in decades. At present, there are 
more than 50 countries that have 
passed legislation to legalise or 
permit the election of an authori-
tarian regime. This was also ac-
companied by a significant in-
crease in political polarisation on 
all sides of the aisle and a growing 
number of violent pro tests. These 
events have been fu elled by the 
belief—and the increas ingly prev-
alent opinion—that one’s vote does 
not matter as much as it did dur-
ing the electoral college debates 
follow ing the close of the 2020 US 
presidential election. As such, elec-
tions have become increasingly 
polarising, with little con sensus on 
how they should be conduct ed, or 
whether they should even be held 
at all. While many of these actions 
will undoubtedly benefit those 
who enjoy a degree of freedom of 
speech and assem bly, there can 
be no doubt that democra cy is un-
der pressure around the world. In 
country after country, we are see-
ing a rise in populism and nation-
alism and a consequent decline in 
support for traditional democrat-
ic institutions and values. Across 
these trends, however, a common 
thread remains—democrat ic ma-
jorities are becoming less popular, 
despite their role as the bedrock of 

liber ty around the globe. And now, 
there are signs that this shift is be-
ing accelerated by rising author-
itarian populism across the con-
tinent. Such developments could 
very well lead to new forms of 
repres sion of dissent, which may 
not be limited to democracies but 
also include people who oppose 
authoritarian regimes. They can 
also create opportunities for those 
seeking influence and patronage 
within government agencies. The 
emergence of authoritarian popu-
list movements has increased 
uncertain ty in the global order 
today. It presents a dilemma, with 
authoritarian-dominated states 
claiming to represent the rights 
of other citizens. With some ex-
ceptions, they have largely failed 
to address the economic challeng-
es facing developing nations and 
instead resorted to protec tionist 
measures, further increasing in-
equality. Conversely, authoritarian 
gov ernments may pursue foreign 
interests alongside domestic ones 
and can lever age the current cri-
sis to their advantage. For exam-
ple, Russia and China continue 
to dominate international trade, 
often through unfair practices. 
Yet the trend towards authoritar-
ianism doesn’t just occur global-
ly; it’s happening here in the US, 
too. Recent data released ahead of 

November’s midterms showed the 
Re publican Party retaining con-
trol of Con gress while Democrats 
lost seats across several key bat-
tleground states. A host of factors 
contribute to these patterns: 1) a 
shifting balance between public 
and private sector participation 
in our econ omy, 2) the deepen-
ing divide that exists in society, 3) 
rising polarisation among groups 
opposed to the status quo and 4) 
the effects of COVID-19. Each of 
the aforementioned factors high-
lights what I call the “globalisation 
paradox,” stat ing that globalised 
politics have simul taneously fos-
tered greater integration across 
societies and widened social gaps. 
On the flip side, policies pursued 
by national leaders and parties 
tend to be inconsistent and/or ill-
calibrat ed as a result of poor pol-
icy formula tion. When one takes a 
closer look at in dividual countries, 
the picture becomes bleaker. While 
democracy appears to be declining 
in most cases, they are per forming 
considerably worse than non-dem-
ocratic states. Indeed, according 
to a 2021 report from Freedom 
House, 56 countries have fallen be-
low the thresh old set by the organ-
isation for the first time since the 
early 1990s.

Courtesy The Nation

The global state of democracy
— By Manahil Aamir
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PM Shehbaz stresses action in Arshad Sharif’s case

For first time, govt to undertake digital census in Pakistan

Nation looking to SC over Imran,  Swati case: Sh Rasheed

United States funded hydropower project 
brings light to Pakistani homes

BHC moved for quashing cases against Azam Swati

Religious card of incompetent, corrupt leader 
failed: Marriyum

UN, int’l community urged to save Muslim 
heritage under India’s ‘Hindutva’ rule

SNGPL sets up control room to redress low 
gas-pressure complaints

Allama Iqbal statue to be installed  
at Allama Iqbal chowk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif while reaffirming gov-
ernment’s commitment to support 
all efforts that promote and uphold 
the principles of freedom of expres-
sion and free media stressed to take 
action in Arshad Sharif’s case. He 
was addressing an event organised 
by the Islamabad Journalist Safety 
Forum on the theme of the UN ten 
years Plan of Action on Tuesday. 
PM Sharif said his government be-
lieved that no journalist should be 
called out or attacked for exercis-

ing their freedom of expression as 
guaranteed under the Constitution 
of Pakistan. Referring to the murder 
of senior journalist Arshad Shar-
if in Kenya, Mr Sharif said he had 
written a letter to the Chief Justice 
of Pakistan to constitute a commis-
sion to investigate the murder. He 
expressed hoped that action would 
be taken. The premier said his gov-
ernment believed that the freedom 
of expression was sacrosanct and 
would remain at the heart of de-
mocracy. Mr Sharif pointed out that 
Pakistan became the first country in 
Asia to pass legislation on the safety 
of journalists at the federal and the 
provincial level in Sindh. He said 
the government would continue to 
support the efforts in Punjab, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan 
to come up with a similar legisla-
tion. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: For the first time in 
the history of the country, the gov-
ernment will be conducting a ‘dig-
ital’ census to minimize errors and 
ensure the most accurate record of 
the country’s population. This was 
stated by Federal Planning Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal on Tuesday at the inau-
gural ceremony for training master 
trainers for the upcoming popula-
tion census. Addressing the event, 
Iqbal said that it was former prime 
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan and 
his predecessor Asad Umar who had 
proposed to the Council of Common 

Interests – a key interprovincial de-
cision-making body – to hold the 
next general elections it was imper-
ative to have fresh census. He added 
that Sindh had severe reservations 
over the results of the last census. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Awami Muslim 
League (AML) Leader Sheikh Ra-
sheed on Tuesday said that the na-
tion is looking towards the Supreme 
Court (SC) for justice on cases of 
national importance, particularly 
those of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan and 
Senator Azam Swati. In a sequence 
of messages posted on social media 
site Twitter, he said that SC’s spon-
taneous suo moto notice on the Ar-
shad Sharif murder case was worth 
praising. He hoped that many hid-
den faces behind the murder will 
be unveiled. Earlier on Tuesday, the 
SC took suo moto notice of Arshad 
Sharif’s murder and constituted a 
five-member larger bench to hear 
the case. Rather than focusing on 

disqualifying Imran Khan, Rash-
eed said that the rainbow coalition 
of 13 parties under the umbrella of 
the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) should prepare for general 
elections. Rasheed further added 
that the agreement of buying pe-
troleum from Russia must be for-
malized. Highlighting the current 
economic instability, the Awami 
Muslim League (AML) leader said 
that former-finance minister (FM) 
Miftah Ismail and the incumbent 
finance czar Ishaq Dar have proven 
to be incompetent. He said that Dar 
and Maulana Fazalur Rehman have 
raised questions on the conduct of 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) against allowing Pakistan fur-
ther relaxations. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: U.S. Ambassador 
Donald Blome joined Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif at Mangla 
Hydro Power Station today to cele-
brate compwletion of a $150 Million 
U.S.-funded project to refurbish and 
improve the station’s power gen-
eration capacity. The project adds 
300 megawatts of additional power 
to the station’s capacity, enough to 
provide power to 100,000 house-
holds and 2 million Pakistanis. The 
U.S.-funded project in collaboration 
with private firms and the Pakistan 
Water and Power Development Au-
thority (WAPDA) is the latest project 
in a long history of U.S. assistance 

to help Pakistan develop clean, re-
newable energy. “This project builds 
upon the foundational partnership 
of the original construction. We are 
proud of our enduring efforts to help 
extend Mangla Dam’s useful service 
as a reliable source of clean energy 
and irrigation water,” said Ambassa-
dor Blome. “When Mangla Dam was 
built in the 1960s by U.S. engineer-
ing firms, it was one of the largest 
earth-filled dams in the world. Not 
only is it an impressive achievement 
in engineering, it is also an excel-
lent example of the Green Alliance 
between the United States and Paki-
stan.” (APP)

QUETTA: A petition has been filed 
in the Balochistan High Court (BHC) 
seeking quashment of cases against 
PTI Senator Azam Swati. Mr Swati’s 
son prayed the court to set his father 
at liberty. At the same time, the In-
saf Lawyers Forum has challenged 
the senator’s physical remand in the 
high court. A Quetta’s district court 
remanded the senator in police cus-

tody for five days on Sunday, a week 
after the Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA) arrested him in Islamabad 
in a case pertaining to controversial 
tweets against the military. The sen-
ator was shifted to Quetta aboard a 
special flight amid tight security on 
Friday after the judicial magistrate 
of Islamabad handed him over to the 
Balochistan police. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Tuesday that the 
religious card of the shameless, in-
competent, corrupt Kashmir seller 
has failed. In a tweet, she said that 
Imran Khan had ruined governance, 
economy and foreign relations of the 
country during his four year rule. 
The minister said that the account-
ability narrative of PTI leadership 
failed and they destroyed relations 

with friendly countries. “Imran 
Khan’s US conspiracy narrative has 
been buried”, she maintained. The 
minister termed Imran Khan a for-
eign agent, who had stolen diamonds 
and other Tosha Khana item when in 
power. The person who launched a 
media campaign against martyrs of 
the nation and victimized and jailed 
political opponents, should not tell 
Shehbaz Sharif what to do about 
Kashmir, she said. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: On the 30th anniver-
sary of the demolition of the histor-
ic Babri Mosque in India, Pakistan 
on Tuesday urged the international 
community and the United Nations 
to play their role in preserving the 
Islamic heritage sites in India from 
the extremist ‘Hindutva’ regime. 
“The Indian government must en-
sure the safety, security, and pro-
tection of minorities, particularly 
Muslims, and their places of wor-
ship,” the Foreign Office said in a 
statement on completion of three 
decades marking the demolition 
of the historic Babri Mosque in the 
Indian city of Ayodhya by Hindu 
zealots. The FO said, “The occasion 
is a sad reminder of the growing 

anti-Muslim frenzy in India ever 
since,” adding that “We condemn 
the ongoing construction of a Hin-
du temple on the site of the demol-
ished mosque, and the acquittal of 
the criminals responsible for its 
destruction.” It mentioned that the 
Hindu supremacist groups in India 
were demanding the conversion of 
some other mosques into temples, 
including the Gyanvapi Mosque in 
Varanasi. “These demands might 
lead to more tragedies like that 
of Babri Mosque,” it said. The FO 
stressed that there was a persistent 
assault on the religious freedoms of 
Indian Muslims and the ruling party 
in India continued to incite hysteria 
and hatred against Muslims. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Regional Of-
fice of Sui Northern Gas Pipelines 
Limited (SNGPL) has established a 
control room to resolve consumers’ 
complaints related to low gas pres-
sure in the areas of its operations 
including Islamabad, Attock, Fateh 
Jang, Wah, Taxila, Murree and Ka-
huta. The control room will operate 
round-the-clock and take promote 
action by mobilizing field teams to 
resolve the gas-press-related issues, 
SNGPL General Manager Khurrum 
Ayub Khan said in a news release. 
He feared that due to changing 
weather patterns there could be gas 
pressure issues in the remote and 

tail-end of the gas distribution sys-
tem of the Islamabad region. The 
GM said consumers could lodge 
their complaints at the Call Cen-
ter at 1199 and Control Room’s 
landlines number 051-9257774. He 
advised the consumers to avoid ex-
cessive use of gas in the peak and 
install fuel-efficient gas applianc-
es like geysers and heaters in the 
peak winter season. He asked for 
adopting all possible precaution-
ary measures by discouraging the 
rubber-pipe use with gas applianc-
es and keeping the room windows 
open to avoid any untoward inci-
dent caused by gas leakages. (APP)

SIALKOT: A plan is being finalized to 
remodel Allama Iqbal Chowk (Dar-
manwala Chowk), installation of 
12-feet statue of Allama Iqbal (Poet 
of the East) near the motorway and 
design of Bab-e-Iqbal. This was stated 
at a meeting presided over by Depu-
ty Commissioner Abdullah Khurram 
Niazi here on Tuesday. Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Rizwan 
Mehmood, Syeda Amina Maududi, 
Deputy Director (DD) Development 
Raja Yasir, AD Technical Mohsin Ali 
Riaz, Chief Officer (CO) Municipal 
Corporation Sialkot (MCS) Faisal 
Shahzad and Chief Officer (CO) Dis-
trict Council Ulfat Shahzad were also 
present on the occasion. The meet-
ing was told that after remodeling of 
Allama Iqbal Chowk, the services of 
prominent sculptor Dr. Jameel Ba-
loch, have been acquired to install 
the statue of Dr Allama Muhammad 

Iqbal. Under the project, a 12-feet 
statue would be installed on 10-feet 
beautiful base at an estimated cost of 
Rs 15 million; the remodeling work 
would begin this week and would be 
completed in four months. The meet-
ing was also informed that the space 
for the existing model would be suf-
ficient for remodeling. The aim of 
remodeling the square was to attract 
international tourists and give aware-
ness to youth about Sialkot city and 
Allama Iqbaliyat. Speaking on the 
occasion, Deputy Commissioner Ab-
dullah Khurram Niazi said the design 
was being finalized for the construc-
tion of Bab-e-Iqbal near Sialkot-La-
hore Motorway Interchange. The 
Bab-e-Iqbal project would be a unique 
project of its kind which aims to give 
awareness about the poet of the East 
to the people coming to Sialkot from 
other districts, he added. (APP)

Three militants killed 
in DI Khan operation

Islamabad’s Centaurus mall 
sealed once again

Two dead

HEC announces  
scholarships for Hungary

DI KHAN: Three alleged terrorists 
of a proscribed outfit were killed 
and another was injured in an Intel-
ligence Based Operation (IBO) by 
the security forces on Tuesday. The 
security forces conducted an oper-
ation in Daraban tehsil of Dera Is-
mail Khan on information about the 
presence of terrorists in the area. 
Sources said the action was taken 
at a hideout of the suspects at Girah 
Mastan, where the alleged terrorists 
attacked the security forces. Three 
suspects who belonged to the pro-
scribed militant organisation were 
killed by the forces in an exchange 
of fire. The deceased were identified 
as Muneeb, Junaidur Rehman and 
Shaukat.(Agecnies)

ISLAMABAD: Federal capital’s big-
gest shopping mall Centaurus has 
been sealed once again. Centaurus 
Mall has been sealed from all sides 
with heavy fence and is enclosed 
by massive police force. The CDA 
building control and Islamabad 
management took out the guards 
along with the whole management 
and sealed the mall at night. The no-
tice on the entrance states that the 
mall has been sealed because of its 
illegal use and the steps told by CDA 
building control and fire safety have 
not been taken into action rather the 
damage caused by the fire is still not 
amended.(Agecnies)

FAISALABAD: Two people were 
killed and three others injured af-
ter two speeding motorcycles col-
lided with a tractor trolley parked 
alongside the road near Jaranwala 
on Tuesday. Rescue 1122 said the 
dead and injured were taken to a 
nearby hospital. Police have begun 
investigation into the incident after 
impounding the tractor trolley. In 
another incident, a bus turned side 
down on Khanewal road due to in-
tense fog, leaving eight passengers 
wounded. Police said the bus was 
going to Sadiqabad from Gujrat 
when the incident took place near 
Mehar Shah after the bus driver ap-
parently lost control over steering 
due to poor visibility.(Agecnies)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher education 
Commission (HEC) on Tuesday has 
announced the Stipendium Hungari-
cum Scholarship Programme 2023-24. 
According to the details, the Higher Ed-
ucation Commission (HEC) has invit-
ed applications from Pakistani/AJ&K 
nationals for Stipendium Hungaricum 
Scholarship Program (2023-24) for 
Bachelor’s, One-Tier Master’s, Mas-
ter’s and PhD studies. The applicants 
are requested to apply only in HEC 
approved study fields available on HEC 
website. The students are encouraged 
to visit for details, www.hec.gov.pk/
site/ARL. The last date for submission 
of online applications at HEC portal 
Monday, January 16, 2023 16:00 hours 
PST. It is worth mentioning here that 
the applicants are advised to submit 
complete online applications separate-
ly on both HEC portal (https://scholar-
ship.hec.gov.pk/) and Hungary portal. 
(https://stipendiumhungaricum.hu/ap-
ply/) without waiting for the deadline. 
Meanwhile, Education Testing Council 
(ETC) Pakistan may conduct aptitude 
test for PhD, MS/MPhil and Under-
graduate studies in January-February 
2023 (tentatively). (APP)

SC directs govt to register case of Arshad Sharif’s killing
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
of Pakistan on Tuesday directed 
federal government to register FIR 
of journalist Arshad Sharif’s killing. 
A larger bench, headed by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Umar 
Ata Bandial and comprising Justice 
Ijazul Ahsan, Justice Jamal Man-
dokhail, Justice Sayyed Mazahar Ali 
Akbar Naqvi and Justice Moham-
mad Ali Mazhar, conducted hearing 
on the suo moto. During the hear-
ing, the chief justice asked that why 
report of the fact finding committee 
has not been provided to the court 

as yet. On this, the additional attor-
ney general informed the court that 
Interior Minister was in Faisalabad 
when the report was received. “The 
report will be handed over to the SC 
once Sanaullah peruses it,” he said. 
“Does the interior minister have to 
make changes to the report?” the 
CJP asked, adding that the court 
could also summon Rana Sanaullah. 
“A journalist was killed. It should be 
revealed who was behind the kill-
ing,” the CJP remarked. The addi-
tional attorney general responded 
by saying the report would be sub-

mitted by tomorrow. However, the 
CJP told him to submit it today so 
the hearing could continue tomor-
row. CJP Bandial also termed Shar-
if’s medical report unsatisfactory. 
Earlier in the day, the apex court 
took suo moto notice of renowned 
journalist Arshad Sharif’s killing in 
Kenya and said the journalist com-
munity in the country and the public 
at large are deeply distressed and 
are concerned about the death of 
the senior journalist and are seek-
ing the court’s scrutiny of the mat-
ter.(Agencies)

Peshawar to Torkham railway track restoration 
needs Rs.1982m

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Rail-
way on Monday apprised the Senate 
Standing Committee on Railways 
that Rs.1982 million was needed 
to restore 59km railway track from 
Peshawar to Torkham and the min-
istry did not have enough resources 
to restore it. The Committee which 
met here with Deputy Chairman 
Senate Mirza Muhammad Afridi 
in the Chair. Senator Mushtaq Ah-
mad was of opinion that, this rail-
way track was not only important 
from trade perspective but also had 
a historical importance. He further 
added that the railway track was 
made in 1926 and remained oper-
ational till 2007 but after the flood 
devastation of 2007, the track was 
damaged and was not made opera-
tional till date. Secretary for Minis-
try of Railways, Zafar Ranjha said 
the ministry was in negotiation with 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government 
for the financing of the project and 

the KP government was willing to 
finance the project, he added. He 
said some portion of track also falls 
in airport vicinity which also cre-
ated a hurdle in restoration work. 
The Chair decided to refer the mat-
ter to Senate Standing Committee 
on Defence for further deliberation 
way forward. The senate committee 
also suggested the Ministry of Rail-
ways to take input from Ministry of 
Tourism on Peshawar and Torkham 
project regarding its potentiality 
from tourism perspective. Secre-
tary for Ministry of Railways also 
informed the senate body about 
Afghan Transit project which will 
link Pakistan to Uzbekistan, and 
costs around US$8.2 billion. The 
committee directed the ministry to 
provide complete briefing on the 
said project in the next meeting. 
The committee deferred the delib-
erations on the matter till the next 
meeting. (APP)
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Smog
LHC asks govt to submit notification of schools’ closure
LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) 
on Tuesday directed the Punjab govern-
ment to submit a notification of schools’ 
closure amid persisting smog in the pro-
vincial capital. The high court conducted 
hearing on a case related to smog situ-
ation in Lahore, which has repeatedly 
topped the daily ranking of most pollut-
ed city in the world. In the last hearing, 
Justice Shahid Karim remarked that the 
government has to cut the school days 
in a week and shift to partial work-from-
home policy if the current environment 
situation continues. The court had also 

directed the government to amend its 
policy regarding brick kilns and facto-
ries responsible for increasing air pol-
lution. Such factories and brick kilns 
should be razed, instead of sealing them 
for violating the environment laws, Jus-
tice Karim stressed. Residents choking 
in acrid smog pleaded with officials to 
take action. Air pollution has worsened 
in Pakistan in recent years, as a mixture 
of low-grade diesel fumes, smoke from 
seasonal crop burn off, and colder win-
ter temperatures coalesce into stagnant 
clouds of smog. (APP)

President for allowing women’s entry into Faisal Mosque’s main hall
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Tuesday expressed concern that 
women were being denied entry into 
the main hall of Faisal Mosque and 
were confined to offer prayers at an 
enclosure at the first floor. Also, he 
said, the elderly and unwell women 
were constrained to climb stairs in 
absence of an elevator.  The presi-
dent gave these remarks while tak-
ing note of a special report published 
by Dawn News on 14th September 
wherein restrictions on women to 
offer their prayers, poor cleanliness 
conditions and maintenance, and 
beggary at the historic mosque was 
highlighted.  Dr Alvi mentioned that 
all over the world, women in modest 
Islamic dress with covered hair were 

allowed in mosques to offer their 
prayers. He regretted that restrictions 
had been imposed on women for of-
fering prayers and visiting the main 
hall of the Faisal Mosque, Islamabad 
which had a religious and touristic 
value.  He expressed concern as to 
how women would be able to offer 
their prayers while facing such re-
strictions. The president said he be-
lieved that the women should be al-

lowed to pray in an enclosure in the 
main hall and to visit the main hall to 
appreciate the architectural beauty of 
this magnificent mosque.  This is my 
opinion which is based upon obser-
vation throughout the world includ-
ing the Harmain Sharifain, he added. 
The Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) in its report submitted to the 
President Secretariat had informed 
that it has initiated actions to ensure 
cleanliness and to carry out the main-
tenance and rid the area of beggars. 
It was said that after the construction 
of the mosque as a policy of Dawah 
Academy, Islamic University, only one 
gallery was reserved for ladies and 
there was no permission for women 
to enter in the main hall. (APP)

FPSC announces results 
of CSS written exams

IRSA releases 82,600 
cusecs water

Asif Rauf posted 
as new DG PHA

Fort Qasim to be 
developed as tourist 

destination: Commissioner

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Public Ser-
vice Commission (FPSC) on Tuesday 
announced the results of the CSS writ-
ten examination of the year 2022. Ac-
cording to the FPSC details, the ratio 
of candidates who passed in the CSS 
2022 written exam was remained 1.94 
percent. A total of 32, 059 candidates 
applied in CSS exam out of which 20, 
262 candidates appeared in the CSS 
written exams. Meanwhile, as many 
as 393 candidates have cleared the 
written exam. FPSC will announce 
soon the schedule of medical and psy-
chological check up, interview, and 
viva of successful candidate. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday released 
82,600 cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 43,100 cu-
secs. According to the data released 
by IRSA, water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1503.62 feet and was 
105.62 feet higher than its dead level of 
1,398 feet. Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam was recorded as 21,600 cusecs 
while outflow as 46,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1132.10 feet, which was 82.10 
feet higher than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 6,900 cusecs and 22,000 
cusecs respectively. The release of wa-
ter at Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu and 
Sukkur was recorded 49,000, 40,900, 
31,900 and 12,200 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River Kabul, a total 
of 9,200 cusecs of water released at 
Nowshera and 2,000 cusecs released 
from River Chenab at Marala. (APP)

MULTAN: Additional Secretary Hous-
ing Urban Development and Public 
Health Engineering Department South 
Punjab, Asif Rauf Khan is posted as 
the new Director General of Parks and 
Horticultural Authority (PHA). A no-
tification issued here on Tuesday said 
that Asif Rauf Khan assumed charge 
after retirement of the former DG PHA, 
Syed Shafqat Raza. Meanwhile, a fare-
well party was arranged on retirement 
of the former Director General here 
yesterday. PHA Chairman Ejaz Hus-
sain Janjoa and Vice Chairman Amhad 
Abbas among a large number of PHA 
officials participated in the ceremony. 
A memorable shield was offered to the 
former DG to regard his service for the 
department.(APP)

MULTAN: Punjab government is 
planning to make Fort Qasim and its 
surroundings as a popular tourist des-
tination. A meeting in this regard was 
held at the commissioner office here 
on Tuesday. Officials from Walled City 
visited the office and discussed resto-
ration of historic buildings to their orig-
inal shape including famous shrines of 
the city. Commissioner Ishfaq Chaud-
hary stated that Punjab government 
was interested in highlighting the reli-
gious and cultural identity of the 5000 
year old city. The commissioner stated 
that shrines of the saints are the glory 
of Multan and a good number of people 
from across the globe came to visit the 
tombs and seek spiritual peace. The ar-
chitecture of the shrine’s building was 
very unique. (APP)

Najma Hameed’s Rasm-e-Qul offered

Balochistan police warn Gill of arrest  
if he fails to appear

Offices start functioning in newly introduced 
district Kot Addu

PTI’s top leadership’s hypocrisy  
on extreme level: Senator Zehri

Pillion riding banned for polio campaign in Dera

RAWALPINDI: The Rasm-e-Qul 
of senior parliamentarian and for-
mer president of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz’s (PML-N) Women 
Wing Najma Hameed was offered 
on Monday. A large number of peo-
ple including politicians attended 
the Rasm-e-Qul of Najma Hameed 
who passed away on December 2. 
The participants offered Fateha for 
the departed soul and condoled the 
demise of Najma Hameed with her 
sister Tahira Aurangzeb and niece 
Minister for Information and Broad-
casting Marriyum Aurangzeb. The 
Rasm-e-Qul was attended by former 
prime minister Shahid Khaqan Ab-

basi, National Assembly Speaker 
Raja Pervez Ashraf, Chairman Sen-
ate Sadiq Sanjrani, Federal Minis-
ter for Law and Justice Azam Nazir 
Tarar, State Minister for Petroleum 
Musadik Malik, Senator Chaudhry 
Tanvir, Muhammad Hanif Abbas-
si, Sardar Muhammad Yusuf, Head 
of Pakistan Sweet Home Zamurd 
Khan, Barrister Daniyal Chaudhry, 
MPA Zaib un Nisa, Federal Secre-
tary for Information and Broadcast-
ing Shahera Shahid, Principal Infor-
mation Officer Mubashir Hassan, 
ptv Managing Director and other 
officers of the Information Ministry 
and senior journalists. (APP)

QUETTA: The Balochistan police 
warned that PTI leader Shahbaz Gill 
will be taken into custody if fails to 
appear before the police for using 
derogatory language against the 
state institutions. An FIR has been 
registered against Shahbaz Gill in 
Qila Abdullah District. However, 
authorities stated that Mr Gill has 
agreed to cooperate in the investi-

gation. The PTI leader is currently 
on bail in another sedition case. A 
session court in Islamabad deferred 
the indictment of Gill in the case till 
December 12. He was arrested on 
August 9 after he had called for  re-
bellion  within the army and called 
on the officers to breach the orders 
from the top command during a pri-
vate TV channel’s bulletin. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Offices in the 
newly introduced district Kot Addu 
have started functioning to facilitate 
the masses. In this regard, a review 
meeting chaired by the maiden dep-
uty commissioner Muhammad Hus-
sain Rana, was held here on Tuesday. 
Addressing the officers from differ-
ent departments, the deputy com-
missioner stated that the administra-
tion had fewer resources compared 
to the challenges. He instructed of-
ficers to work with dedication and 
more than their capabilities in order 
to deliver relief to the masses. It was 

also informed that different depart-
ments including education, Health, 
District Council, Agriculture, and 
some others started functioning in 
an amicable way. Muhammad Hus-
sain Rana stated that he wanted to 
make an efficient team for the solu-
tion of problems of the local citizens. 
He instructed them to submit reports 
about their offices concerned so that 
obstacles should be removed imme-
diately. The deputy commissioner 
stated that he wanted to develop Kot 
Addu as an ideal district of the prov-
ince.(APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Awami Party 
Vice President and Senator Sami-
na Mumtaz Zehri said that PTI’s top 
leadership has taken lies and hypoc-
risy to the extreme through fabricat-
ed and baseless statements. In her 
statement issued here on Tuesday, 
she condemned Imran Khan and PTI 
leaders regarding their outrageous 
statements about the former Army 
Chief. She said that the way Imran 
Khan was using language based on 
lies and hypocrisy against Retired 
General Bajwa after his retirement 
and Imran Khan’s hypocrisy had 
come to the fore. “Hazrat Ali (RA) 

said that “to whom you do good, fear 
evil. And this is true for Imran Khan,” 
She deplored that after continuous 
failures, negative and vile propagan-
da was being done about the dissolu-
tion of the assemblies. “PTI leaders 
have been using very direct language 
by naming higher institutions and 
their heads, which will not be accept-
ed in any case”, she expressed and 
added that the cases against Azam 
Swati were his own responsibility and 
if he was found guilty, he should be 
punished so that in future anyone else 
should avoid using such language 
about higher institutions. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Deputy 
Commissioner Nasrullah Khan has 
imposed section 144 for six days, 
banning pillion riding and display of 
arms to avoid any untoward incident 
during the polio campaign in the dis-
trict. The ban will remain enforced 
from December 5 to 10 and people 
have been asked to cooperate in 
ensuring smooth conduct of the an-
ti-polio drive by complying with pre-
scribed restrictions. The campaign 
is underway amid stringent security 
measures with police personnel pa-
trolling roads and checking suspect-
ed vehicles and people at entry and 
exit points of the city. The security 
measures are being directly super-
vised by District Police Officer(DPO) 
Muhammad Shoaib in line with di-

rectives of Regional Police Officer(R-
PO) Muhammad Saleem Marwat to 
ensure peaceful conduct of the drive. 
According to a police spokesman, the 
DPO has directed police officers and 
jawans to ensure that the security 
plan was implemented in letter and 
spirit and added that in this regard 
no negligence would be tolerated. As 
many as 2,375 teams have been en-
gaged to give polio drops to children 
at houses or other places including 
bus terminals, exit and entry points 
and markets. According to the health 
department, adequate measures had 
been made to conduct the drive in a 
peaceful atmosphere and successful-
ly reach out to the targeted popula-
tion and prevent our young genera-
tion from crippling disease. (APP)

Rana asks PTI leaders to visit parliament 
for general elections’ dates

3,846 small rain water harvesting schemes 
completed so far

Fog continues to blanket plain areas  
of Punjab, KP, Sindh

Mobile phone’s usage decreases book  
reading habit among readers

Senate body for ‘stay of only authorized persons’ 
at Parliament Lodges

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior 
Rana Sanaullah on Monday stressed 
upon the PTI leaders to visit parlia-
ment for the discussion on holding 
the next general elections. Talking to 
a private television channel, he said 
election dates would be settled down 
by politicians, adding that PTI should 
visit Parliament for holding talks on the 
next polls. He said blackmailing and 
threatening tactics are not the civilized 
way to resolve political issues. Appreci-
ating the policies of the coalition gov-
ernment, he said all efforts are being 

made to steer the country out of eco-
nomic issues. He said the government 
is taking all possible steps to provide 
relief to the poor masses. In reply to a 
question about dissolving assemblies 
by Chief Minister Punjab, he said, we 
are ready to hold elections in Punjab af-
ter the provincial assembly dissolution. 
He said, all the political leaders includ-
ing Imran Khan should use the forum 
of parliament for discussing national 
affairs. He advised PTI to work for the 
country’s interest and avoid politics of 
agitation with the government. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: As many as 3,846 small 
scales rain water harvesting schemes 
aimed at promoting appropriate tech-
nologies for water storage in rural and 
urban areas have been completed so 
far across the country. Officials sourc-
es told APP here that out of total 3,846 
schemes, highest number of 3,606 
schemes have been completed in Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), followed by 
180 in Punjab and 60 in Sindh prov-
inces. Sharing details of such proj-
ects, they said some 3,980 schemes 
were planned for Punjab, of which 

180 have been completed while work 
on 320 schemes were under progress. 
Some 3,480 schemes were at approv-
al stages, they said. In KPK, some 
12,790 schemes were proposed, out 
of which 3,606 schemes have already 
been completed and 42 were under 
progress. Similarly, in Sindh out of 108 
schemes, 60 have already been com-
pleted while work on 23 were going 
on. Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
authorities have submitted some 600 
such schemes the Federal government 
for approval. (APP)

LAHORE: Dense fog again blanket-
ed different cities of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP), Sindh and Punjab, 
including Lahore on night between 
Monday and Tuesday, paralysing rou-
tine life and disrupting road traffic, 
Dunya News reported. The thick fog 
has badly affected the flow of road 
traffic in several cities of Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh. Ac-
cording to a Motorway spokesperson, 
the Motorway M1 from Peshawar Toll 
Plaza to Islamabad in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Motorway M2 From Lahore 
to Khanqah Dogran, Motorway M3 
from Faizpur to Darkhana, Motorway 

M4 from Faisalabad to Abdul Hakim, 
Motorway M5 from Rahim Yar Khan 
to Rohri and Motorway M11 from La-
hore to Sialkot have been closed for 
all kind of traffic. The Motorway po-
lice have appealed the drivers to use 
Grand Trunk (GT) Road for travelling. 
They have also urged the drivers to 
drive slowly and switch on fog lights. 
The Motorway police have also re-
quested the people to stay home and 
avoid unnecessary travelling. Dense 
fog has also disrupted traffic at sev-
eral places in the province at the Na-
tional Highway due to low visibility. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The usage of mobile 
phones was significantly diminishing 
and decreasing book reading habit 
among writers, intellectuals, authors, 
poets, students and other readers. 
Talking to APP, Assistant Professor 
of Shah Abdul Latif University Khair-
pur, Dr Sahib Khan said that the peo-
ple especially students were reading 
books, newspapers, thesis and other 
materials by using the internet on cell 
phones rather than hard copies and it 
had badly affected book reading. He 
said that the people belonging to every 

age were busy with messages, texts, 
tweets by using Twitter, WhatsApp, 
Facebook, Instagram and other social 
networking Apps and it was promptly 
decreasing the concept of book read-
ing among its lovers. He said that read-
ing books were enhancing knowledge 
and giving ample information to com-
pete with the world and also making 
a person able to talk with others with 
logic, evidence, proof and solid imag-
ination. He said, “Read thousands of 
books then words will come into the 
reader’s mind like floods.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Senate House Com-
mittee on Tuesday directed the depart-
ments concerned to ensure that only au-
thorized persons stayed at the residential 
units of the Parliament Lodges. The 
issue of lodges occupancy of non-au-
thorized individuals was brought into 
the notice of the committee which was 
chaired by Sardar Muhammad Shafiq 
Tareen. The committee also sought sub-
mission of the complete occupancy list 
in the next meeting. The meeting com-
menced with reviewing the implemen-
tation status of the recommendations 
made in the meeting held on September 
8, 2022. Discussing the status of under 
construction additional block of Parlia-
ment Lodges, the committee stressed 
the need to expedite the work and in-
quired about the reasons for the delay. 
The panel was informed that the main 
reason for the delay was the non-release 

of funds. It was told that a new PC-1 had 
been submitted and was currently with 
the Ministry of Interior which would be 
forwarded to the Planning Division for 
further action. The body also discussed 
progress on maintenance work in fami-
ly suites and sought the reasons behind 
delay. The meeting was informed that 
lack of funds has been the major cause 
for delayed work. It was stressed that a 
supplementary grant may be allocated 
for the completion of pending works at 
the lodges. The committee directed that 
all payments may be made at the earliest 
so that pending issues may be resolved. 
The meeting was also attended by Sen-
ator Falak Naz, Senator Rubina Kha-
lid,  Senator Shahdat Awan, Senator 
Muhammad Tahir Bizenjo, Senator Dr. 
Afnan Ullah Khan, Senator Ejaz Ahmed 
Chaudhary and senior officers from the 
Capital Development Authority. (APP)
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Rupee slips against dollar
KARACHI:Pakistan’s rupee incurred 
another loss of two paisas to settle 
at Rs224.11 on Tuesday against the 
restive US dollar during trading in 
the interbank market. Data released 
by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
on Tuesday afternoon showed that 
the value of rupee slid by 0.09% from 
Rs223.91 to Rs224.11 during inter-
bank trading. The rupee’s deprecia-
tion came on the back of the delay 
in formal talks by the global financial 
institution, International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) on the overdue ninth 
review. On Monday, the figures re-
leased by the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) showed the value of rupee 
sliding by Rs0.22 from Rs223.69 to 
Rs223.91 during interbank trading. 
Meanwhile, the spot rate of rupee 
had remained stable on Thursday 
and Friday at Rs223.69 in the inter-
bank currency market. (Agencies)

Oil prices surge following price cap on Russian crude, OPEC+ meeting

Japan’s agricultural exports on track for new record

Bangladesh eyes energy, food security cooperation  
after new GCC deal

Four products of advanced digital currencies  
will be launched by next year

SINGAPORE CITY: Oil prices 
edged higher on Tuesday, after a 
G7 price cap on Russian seaborne 
oil came into force on Monday on 
top of a European Union embargo 
on imports of Russian crude by 
sea. Brent crude futures had ris-
en 66 cents to $83.34 a barrel by 
0108 GMT. West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude (WTI) rose 70 cents to 
$77.63 a barrel. Futures fell more 
than 3% in the previous session, af-
ter U.S. service sector data raised 
worries that the Federal Reserve 
could continue its aggressive pol-
icy tightening path. The Group of 

Seven price cap comes as the West 
tries to limit Moscow s ability to fi-
nance its war in Ukraine, but Rus-
sia has said it will not abide by the 
measure even if it has to cut pro-
duction. read more The price cap, 
to be enforced by the G7 nations, 
the European Union and Australia, 
comes on top of the EU s embargo 
on imports of Russian crude by sea 
and similar pledges by the United 
States, Canada, Japan and Britain. 
Meanwhile, the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
and allies including Russia, togeth-
er called OPEC+, agreed on Sun-

day to stick to their October plan to 
cut output by 2 million barrels per 
day (bpd) beginning in November. 
The Group of Seven (G7) countries 
and Australia last week agreed on 
a $60 a barrel price cap on sea-
borne Russian oil. In China, more 
cities eased COVID curbs over the 
weekend, prompting optimism for 
increased demand in the world 
s top oil importer. Business and 
manufacturing activity in China, 
the world s second-largest econo-
my, have been hit this year by strict 
measures to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s exports of agricul-
tural products are on track to hit a 
record annual high, amid the depre-
ciating yen and rebounding global 
demand fueled by receding pan-
demic concerns. Exports of agricul-
tural, forestry, and fishery products 
and food hit ¥1.12 trillion (US$8.34 
billion) for the 10 months through 
October, marking the second time 
ever that the figure has passed the 
¥1 trillion mark. The first time agri-

cultural exports reached that mile-
stone came in 2021, when exports 
for the full year totalled ¥1.23 tril-
lion. The latest data indicates it is 
almost certain that exports this year 
will surpass 2021’s total. Tokyo has 
set a goal of ¥2 trillion in exports by 
2025. Exports from January to Oc-
tober this year increased by ¥148.6 
billion yen – or 15.3% – compared 
to last year, the ministry of agri-
culture, forestry and fisheries an-

nounced on Monday. China, where 
Japanese scallops and alcoholic 
beverages are particularly popular, 
was the largest buyer of agricultur-
al goods with ¥229.3 billion in im-
ports – up 24.5% compared to 2021. 
The US followed with some ¥165.5 
billion in imports, a 20.8% increase 
on last year’s figure. In both the US 
and Europe, dining out is on the re-
bound as pandemic concerns wane. 
(Agencies)

DHAKA: Bangladesh is planning 
to tap into cooperation possibilities 
with Gulf countries, focusing on en-
ergy and food security after a recent 
agreement on future partnerships 
with the Gulf Cooperation Council. 
Dhaka and the GCC — an intergov-
ernmental economic union of Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, and the UAE — signed a 
memorandum establishing a frame-
work for cooperation on Nov. 18. The 
deal was reached on the sidelines 
of the Manama Dialogue regional 
security conference in Bahrain by 
Bangladeshi Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen and 

GCC Secretary-General Dr. Nayef 
bin Falah Al-Hajraf. “Energy coop-
eration is one of our topmost pri-
ority issues which will be discussed 
during joint consultation. Besides, 
boosting political cooperation will 
also be a priority area,” Iqbal Hus-
sain Khan, director general of West 
Asia at the Bangladeshi Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs told Arab News over 
the weekend. He added that as Gulf 
countries had lately been focused on 
ensuring food security, Bangladesh 
— a major seafood and vegetable 
exporter — would also try to iden-
tify potential areas of cooperation 
in that sector. “We will sit with GCC 
authorities for detailing the cooper-
ation areas and fixing the road map 
within the shortest possible time 
which is mutually convenient for 
both the parties,” Khan said. “We 
have huge potential for boosting co-
operation with Gulf countries since 
nowadays regional organizations 
are becoming stronger.” (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Faisal Al Bannai, Sec-
retary General of the Advanced 
Technology Research Council 
(ATRC) in the UAE said that the 
UAE leadership is closely following 
technological development in all 
sectors, especially space, as well as 
the latest developments in all sec-
tors. During his participation at the 
Abu Dhabi Space Debate, Faisal Al 
Bannai, added: “The initiatives and 
programmes related to technologi-
cal and technical development, en-
hances the capacity building and 
acceleration and consolidates the 
international partnerships to serve 
the local and global communities.” 
Al Bannai said: “The UAE is current-

ly living in an advanced era in the 
field of advanced technology, thanks 
to its advanced infrastructure, great 
interest in research and develop-
ment and international partnerships 
to reach the country goals required 
to promote technological devel-
opment in all fields, especially the 
space sector.” He added that the Re-
search Council focuses on attracting 

the best international talents, sup-
porting UAE national competencies, 
focusing on solving the challenges 
that individuals may face in the field 
of technology, in addition to promot-
ing the knowledge-based economy 
in the UAE. He said that the estab-
lishment of the Council came in 
order to provide an economic envi-
ronment through international part-
nerships that accelerate business 
programs, in addition to developing 
the local work environment system 
to support and develop damaged 
research. He noted that there are 6 
main research areas in the Council, 
including health, food, transporta-
tion and space sector. (Agencies)

Australia raises key rate to 10-year  
high to cool inflation

Microsoft offers Sony 10-year deal for call of duty

Stocks tumble by 72.73 points as uncertainty 
of IMF review continues

S. Korea’s petrol stations run short  
on fuel amid strike woes

Foxconn reports big sales drop after iPhone 
plant disruption

Russia and China shift further away from dollar

Tokyo subway plans first fare hike in 28 years 
as ridership falls

CANBERRA: Australia’s central 
bank has raised its key interest rate 
for an eighth consecutive month 
and said it expects to tighten policy 
further as it seeks to cool the hot-
test inflation in three decades. The 
Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) 
increased its cash rate by a quar-
ter of percentage point to 3.1%, 
the highest level since November 
2012, at its final meeting of 2022. 
Tuesday’s widely anticipated deci-
sion brought the RBA’s cumulative 
hikes since May to three percentage 
points, the sharpest annual tighten-
ing since 1989. “The board expects 

to increase interest rates further 
over the period ahead, but it is not 
on a pre-set course,” RBA Governor 
Philip Lowe said in his post-meeting 
statement. “The size and timing of 
future interest rate increases will 
continue to be determined by the in-
coming data.” The governor’s com-
ment helped push the Aussie dollar 
to 67.36 US cents in Sydney, while 
three-year government bond yields 
climbed seven basis points to 3.08%. 
Ahead of the meeting, investors had 
been pricing in a slight chance the 
RBA might pause rate increases. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: Microsoft has offered 
Sony a 10-year contract to make each 
new “Call of Duty” release available 
on PlayStation the same day it comes 
to Xbox, according to an opinion 
piece in the Wall Street Journal on 
Monday from a Microsoft executive. 
Sony’s gaming chief Jim Ryan said 
in September that Microsoft’s ear-
lier offer to keep the popular game 
series made by Activision Blizzard 
on PlayStation for three years after 
the current agreement expires was 
inadequate. Xbox maker Microsoft’s 
latest offer to Sony comes as it faces 
increased regulatory scrutiny over 
its US$69 billion buyout deal for 

Activision Blizzard. The offer, made 
in January, has attracted regulatory 
headwinds in the European Union, 
Britain and in the US with Sony crit-
icising the deal and even calling for 
a regulatory veto. Reuters reported 
last month that Microsoft’s remedy 
would consist mainly of a 10-year 
licensing deal to Playstation owner 
Sony. “The main supposed potential 
anti-competitive risk Sony raises is 
that Microsoft would stop making 
‘Call of Duty’ available on the Play-
Station. But that would be economi-
cally irrational,” Microsoft president 
Brad Smith said in the WSJ opinion 
piece. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan Stock Ex-
change(PSX) witnessed the KSE-
100 index declining by 72.73 points 
on Tuesday as a result of delay 
caused by the International Mon-
etary Fund(IMF) in the ninth re-
view. As the morning bell rang, the 
KSE-100 benchmark dropped to 
41,608.22 points from the previous-
ly closed value of 41,612.67 points. 
The index has recorded a jump 
of 41,743.92 points while the low-
est has been observed at 41,296.54 
points. However, the stocks then 
continued shrinking as it fell fur-

ther by 0.64% to 41,345.73 points. 
Amongst the sectors pushing the 
benchmark KSE-100 index in a 
downward trajectory included the 
Automobile Assembler, showing a 
negative change of 23.98 points. By 
contrast, DCL remained the volume 
leader by a 3.82% change, mean-
while, textile weaving recorded the 
highest change by a negative of 
1.57%. Earlier on Monday, the KSE-
100 index ended the trading session 
at 41,612.67 points from the previ-
ously closed value of 42,150.10 on 
Friday. (Agencies)

SEOUL: A nationwide strike by 
South Korean truckers has led 
nearly 100 petrol stations across 
the country to run dry, government 
data show, and a national trade 
union said it would launch a gen-
eral strike on Tuesday in support 
of the drivers. The truckers’ strike 
over a minimum pay programme, 
which began on Nov 24, has seen 
two negotiation sessions between 
the union and the government. 
However, so far there has been no 
breakthrough. As supplies of fuel 
and construction materials run 
low, the South Korean government 
has stepped up pressure to end the 
strike. President Yoon Suk-yeol on 

Sunday ordered preparations to 
issue a return-to-work order for 
drivers in sectors such as oil refin-
ing and steelmaking, where addi-
tional economic damage is expect-
ed. Yoon last week invoked such 
an order, the first in the country’s 
history, for 2,500 truckers in the ce-
ment industry. The Korean Confed-
eration of Trade Unions (KCTU), 
an umbrella union under which the 
truckers’ union falls, has called the 
president’s “start-work” order the 
equivalent of martial law and says 
the government should negotiate. 
The KCTU said it had planned a 
walkout on Tuesday to support the 
truckers’ protests. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: Hon Hai Precision Indus-
try Co reported sales for November 
were down 11.4% from the prior year 
after some shipments were affected 
by a Covid outbreak in the Chinese 
city of Zhengzhou, where the com-
pany operates the world’s largest 
iPhone assembly complex. The com-
pany, also known as Foxconn, said 
November was the most affected pe-
riod by the pandemic and it expects 
the fourth quarter to be “roughly in 
line with market consensus”. The 
Covid outbreak led to government 

lockdowns, a worker exodus and 
violent protests at the manufactur-
ing facility. The Zhengzhou campus 
in central China is where the bulk 
of the world’s iPhone Pro handsets 
are assembled, making it critical to 
Apple Inc’s ability to satisfy the de-
mand for the latest generation. Ap-
ple has said it expects deliveries to 
be delayed this year because of dis-
ruption, and analysts have offered 
a series of increasingly downbeat 
forecasts for the shortfall in ship-
ments this year. UBS this month said 
the entire iPhone 14 generation may 
fall short of earlier expectations by 
16 million units. Hon Hai shares slid 
as much as 2.4% in Taiwan trading 
on Tuesday, the biggest intraday de-
cline since October, while Apple’s 
stock dropped less than 1% in the 
US. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia and China are in-
creasingly switching to their national 
currencies in trade, with nearly half 
of the two countries’ transactions 
carried out in rubles and yuan, Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin has re-
vealed. The statement was made 
during a video conference with Chi-
nese Premier Li Keqiang on Monday, 
with Mishustin expressing hope that 
the use of the national currencies in-
stead of the US dollar and euro will 
grow further. “This transition… will 

be actively gaining momentum. This 
is the kind of settlement that should 
prevail. This is the logic of a sover-
eign economic and financial policy 
of a multipolar world,” he said. Mi-
shustin noted that despite external 
pressures and unfavorable econom-
ic conditions, trade between the 
two countries has seen double-digit 
growth, and in the first ten months of 
the year, trade turnover was up by al-
most a third and is now close to $150 
billion. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Tokyo Metro will raise 
subway fares for the first time in 
28 years as urban train operators 
nationwide grapple with ridership 
declines caused by the pandemic 
and a subsequent population exo-
dus from Japan’s biggest cities. A 
ride with Tokyo Metro will start at 
¥180 (US$1.34) from the spring, up 
from the current ¥170. This marks 
the first increase in nearly three 
decades, excluding consumption 
tax hikes. Osaka Metro will also 
increase its starting fare by ¥10 in 
April 2023. The changes represent 
one of the latest signs of the histor-
ic inflation sweeping across Japan. 

Tokyo Metro’s and Osaka Metro’s 
passenger numbers were down by 
roughly half at one point in 2020 
from 2019 as Japan urged residents 
to stay home and closed the door 
to foreign visitors. Average daily 
passengers on Kyoto’s subways fell 
33% in fiscal 2020 to 260,000. Sub-
way ridership in northern Japan’s 
Sendai remained 18% below fiscal 
2019 levels in fiscal 2021. The coro-
navirus and the resulting rise in tele-
commuting have also caused a de-
mographic shift in cities, which for 
years enjoyed an influx of residents 
even as Japan’s overall population 
shrank. (Agencies)

US, EU weigh climate-based tariffs on Chinese steel, aluminium
LONDON: The United States and 
the European Union are weighing 
new tariffs on Chinese steel and 
aluminium as part of a bid to fight 
carbon emissions, Bloomberg News 
reported on Monday, citing people 
familiar with the matter. China, 
which produces more than half of 
the world’s steel, is accused by the 
EU and United States of creating 
over-capacity that is threatening 
the survival of their own steel in-

dustries. The idea floated within 
President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion is still in an initial phase and 
hasn’t been formally proposed, the 
report said, adding that an agree-
ment with the EU isn’t likely until 
late next year at the earliest. The of-
fice of the United States Trade Rep-
resentative and a spokesperson for 
the European Council for trade and 
development did not immediate-
ly respond to Reuters requests for 

comment. China’s Ministry of Com-
merce, the China Iron and Steel 
Association and China Nonferrous 
Metals Industry Association could 
not be reached for comment. The 
new framework, which is somewhat 
similar to an agreement reached 
between the EU and United States 
last year, is mainly aimed at China, 
along with other large polluting na-
tions, the Bloomberg report said. 
(Agencies)
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MONTPELLIER: England hooker 
Luke Cowan-Dickie has signed a 
three-year contract with Montpellier 
starting next season, the French Top 
14 champions announced on Mon-
day. England have a rule against 
picking players with foreign clubs, 
but while his contract will start in 
July, Cowan-Dickie, who has 42 
England caps, will join the Top 14 
side after the Rugby World Cup. 
That means the 29-year-old, like 
back-rower Sam Simmonds, anoth-
er player moving from Exeter Chiefs 

to Montpellier, and Zach Mercer, a 
back row forward leaving Montpel-
lier for Gloucester in the summer, 
could be eligible for selection in at 
the World Cup which runs from Sep-
tember 8 to October 28 in France. 
“Playing for England is the pinnacle 
of your career, so it s tough to leave 
that behind,” Cowan-Dickie told the 
Chiefs website. “We ve got the Six 
Nations coming up, then the World 
Cup, and I want to be involved in 
both. Cowan-Dickie has spent more 
than a decade at Sandy Park making 
163 appearances, scoring 36 tries 
and winning the European Cham-
pions Cup in 2020 and two English 
Premiership titles. “It s gutting to 
be leaving,” he said. ”I ve been at 
the Chiefs for 12 years and it s all 
I ve known. That said, this opportu-
nity came up and it was one that I 
had to think long and hard about.”  
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian sports official 
Stanislav Pozdnyakov has been in-
vited to a summit convened by the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) on December 9, where “sig-
nificant” issues for the future of the 
Olympic movement will be discussed. 
Pozdnyakov, who is president of the 
Russian Olympic Committee (ROC), 
was included among the list of invi-
tees for the IOC gathering shared on 
Monday. The meeting will be held at 
Olympic House in Lausanne, Switzer-
land, but will also involve participa-
tion via videolink. It will be chaired by 

IOC president Thomas Bach, with fig-
ures including FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino among a host of key inter-
national sporting officials invited. 
Russian participation will poten-
tially give Pozdnyakov a chance to 
discuss the widespread bans im-
posed on athletes from his country, 
following an IOC recommendation 
in February because of the conflict 
in Ukraine. Among the topics slated 
for discussion at the summit are the 
Paris 2024 Olympic Games as well as 
the “state of the Olympic movement.”  
(Agencies)

AUCKLAND: Warren Gatland re-
turns for his second stint as Wales 
head coach just three years after 
walking away from the job hav-
ing overseen a golden era of Welsh 
rugby. Gatland has hastily replaced 
fellow New Zealander Wayne Pi-
vac, under whom Wales lifted the 
2021 Six Nations but won just 13 of 
34 tests, suffering sobering defeats 
this year to Georgia and Italy. Ham-
ilton-born Gatland, 59, coached the 
Welsh from 2008 until 2019 and is 

now tasked with getting them back 
on track for the 2023 Six Nations 
and next year’s Rugby World Cup. 
He has spent the last three years 
as head coach and then director 
of rugby for the Chiefs Super Rug-
by franchise. “I want to thank the 
Chiefs. This was a big decision and 
leaving a team like this was always 
going to be hard,” Gatland said in a 
statement. ”However, I am looking 
forward to taking on this new chal-
lenge.” (Agencies)

NEWYORK: Nike has ended its 
sponsorship deal with Brooklyn 
Nets guard Kyrie Irving one month 
after he promoted a documentary 
which contained anti-Semitic ma-
terial on social media. The sports-
wear giant initially suspended its 
contract with Irving, who later 
apologised. The 30-year-old missed 
eight games during his suspension 
from the NBA. Speaking recently, 
Nike founder Phil Knight said: “Ky-
rie stepped over the line. It’s kind 
of that simple.” Knight added: “He 
made some statements that we just 

can’t abide by, and that’s why we 
ended the relationship. I was fine 
with that.” Seven-time NBA All-
Star Irving had partnered with Nike 
for eight years and, according to 
Forbes, had an $17m contract with 
the brand as of 2019. During his sus-
pension, he met NBA commissioner 
Adam Silver and Jewish commu-
nity leaders, while he and the Nets 
pledged to donate $1.5m to combat 
“hate and intolerance”. The sev-
en-time All-Star is averaging 24.4 
points, 4.4 rebounds and 4.4 assists 
in 17 games this season. (Agencies)

SYDENY: Former men’s hockey in-
ternational Phil Burrows has been 
appointed as the Black Sticks wom-
en head coach. Burrows internation-
al playing career spanned 16 years 
and included 343 international caps 
and 151 goals (both New Zealand re-
cords). For the past six years he has 
been involved with Hockey Victoria 
as their high performance athlete 
and coach manager where he also 
coached Hockey Club Melbourne 
in the women’s Hockey One league, 
leading them to a minor premiership 
this year. Burrows also has experi-

ence coaching in Europe and New 
Zealand. Burrows is excited about the 
opportunity to return home. “Being 
able to come back to New Zealand 
and lead the national programme is 
an incredible privilege and I’m look-
ing forward to getting started. “The 
team has shown massive potential 
this year and I’m looking forward to 
working alongside some great peo-
ple to continue developing this young 
squad as we play over 20 internation-
al tests in the first half of 2023 culmi-
nating in an opportunity to qualify for 
Paris 2024” (Agencies)

LAUSANNE: The International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) has no immedi-
ate plans to lift sanctions on Russia 
and Belarus even though the qualify-
ing process for the Paris 2024 Sum-
mer Olympics goes into full swing 
next year, the Olympic body said. The 
IOC issued guidance to sports gov-
erning bodies in February to remove 
from competition athletes from Rus-
sia and Belarus, which Moscow used 
as a key staging area for the 24 Feb-
ruary invasion of Ukraine that Russia 
calls a ‘special operation’. Speaking 
on the first day of the IOC’s Execu-
tive Board meeting, IOC spokesman 
Mark Adams said there had been no 

change to the sanctions put in place at 
the start of the war in Ukraine despite 
the Paris Games starting in just over a 
year and a half. “Now is not the time 
to be lifting sanctions on the Russians 
or the Belarusians,” Adams said. 
“The sanctions remain very much in 
place.” While events that count to-
wards qualification in some sports for 
the Paris Olympics have already been 
held, most sports will stage their con-
tinental or global qualification events 
in the coming 18 months. A total of 
32 sports are on the programme for 
the Olympics in 2024 with over 10,000 
athletes expected to qualify in total. 
(Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: This is still one of the best 
times of the year for you, so stop 
worrying about the few little things 
that may have gone wrong and start 
celebrating the many big things that 
are still going right. Also, expect good 
news on the career front.
– TAURUS: If someone seems to be 
avoiding giving you straight answers 
to straight questions then clearly they 
must be hiding something. Make it 
your business today to find out what 
that something is. If you don’t, it could 
cost you money.
– GEMINI: You may not find it easy 
to be open about your feelings but 
the planets warn you need to be less 
secretive with people you are close to 
emotionally. Your dark thoughts will 
become much brighter if you share 
your fears with loved ones.
– CANCER: The most important thing 
today is that you resist the temptation 
to skip over minor details, because it is 
those minor details that could so easily 
trip you up. Yes, of course, the big pic-
ture is important but don’t forget it’s 
made up of many smaller pictures.
– LEO: Forget about recent setbacks 
and look forward to a time when ev-
erything will go right for you again, 
because that time will soon be here. 
If other people want to talk you down 
then let them. Since when do you care 

what your rivals think?
– VIRGO: You will get the chance to 
prove your critics wrong today and 
must take that chance and make them 
look stupid. Life may be too short to 
waste your breath arguing the toss 
with lesser minds but sometimes you 
do need to show them up a bit.
– LIBRA: Do what feels right to you 
personally and don’t waste a single 
second thinking about how much it 
might cost or who may or may not ap-
prove of your actions. Rise above oth-
er people’s opinions – a year from now 
who is going to care?
– SCORPIO: The line between fact and 
fantasy is rather thin at the moment 
and you will have to work hard to stay 
on the right side of it. Be extra careful 
today where money matters and busi-
ness issues are concerned because 
others will try to confuse you.
– SAGITTARIUS: No matter how open 
and outgoing a Sag you may be there 
are times when you need to be left 
alone with your thoughts and this is 
one of them. Clear a mental and emo-
tional space for yourself today and 
don’t let anyone share it with you.
– CAPRICORN: You have come 
through a lot in recent weeks but now 
the cosmic picture is changing and 
with mind planet Mercury moving 
into your sign today you will begin 
to believe in yourself again. The dark 
days are over and a new cycle is be-
ginning.
– ACQUARIUS: Get involved in an 
activity that means something to you 
personally, something that inspires 
you to give the best of yourself. Group 
activities are under especially good 
stars at the moment, so join with those 
who share your political and social 
concerns.
– PISCES: It will pay you to give some 
thought to your professional status to-
day, especially if you are the sort of Pi-
sces who gives others the impression 
that you are lacking in ambition. It’s 
not enough to have talent, you’ve got 
to do something with it too.
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Thousands of Bangladeshi 
fans cheer Brazil win

Shahid Afridi desirous of 
Pak-India bilateral series

DHAKA: Thousands of Bangla-
deshi fans of Brazil s football team 
cheered and blared vuvuzelas in 
Dhaka Tuesday to celebrate the Lat-
in American giant s victory against 
South Korea in the World Cup. 
Hundreds wore yellow and blue 
jerseys, the team s home and away 
colours, and braved a wintry night 
to join a massive crowd watching 
the early morning match on three 
large screens at Dhaka University 
in the capital s centre. Organisers 
said about 10,000 people, includ-
ing many of the city s three-wheel 
rickshaw drivers and street hawk-
ers, watched Brazil beat top Asian 
side South Korea 4-1 in the round 
of 16. Mohammad Rubel, a 35-year-
old fruit vendor who was selling 
his wares at a discount, has been a 
Brazil fan since the 2002 World Cup. 
“I ve been supporting Brazil for my 
entire adult life. It could be the fi-
nal World Cup for Neymar. They 
are playing very well,” he told AFP 
while peeling a green coconut for a 
customer. Monir Hossain, 24, said 
he walked almost eight kilometres 
(5 miles) to watch the match with 
his friends.(Agencies)

SUKKUR: Former Captain of Pa-
kistan Cricket Team Shahid Afri-
di on Monday said there had been 
no bilateral cricket series between 
Pakistan and India and the last 
was played in 2012-13. “Despite 
the matches at ICC tournaments, 
the spectators of both sides of the 
countries wanted to see their re-
spective teams playing at the bi-
lateral level,” he said. Talking to 
the media, here in Sukkur, he said 
the relations between Pakistan and 
India had always improved due to 
cricket, hoping for better relations 
between the neighboring countries.
(Agencies)

Sublime Brazil crush S. Korea 4-1 with attacking masterclass

Athletics C’ships-2025 to start in Sept to avoid worst of Tokyo heat

Saudi Arabia set to be awarded 2027 AFC Asian Cup after India withdrawal

Cuba to allow female boxers to compete for first time in six decades

DOHA: An irrepressible, irresistible 
Brazil lit up the night sky on Mon-
day with one of the performances 
of the World Cup to shred South 
Korea 4-1 and set up a quarterfinal 
clash with Croatia. The Brazilians 
brought a beach soccer swagger 
to the iconic Stadium 974 with a 
display that simply overwhelmed 
the Koreans, and brought an end 
to Asian hopes at the tournament. 
After Japan’s penalty shootout loss 
to Croatia earlier, and Australia’s 
loss to Argentina, it means that all 

three Asian Confederation teams 
were eliminated in the first knock-
out round. Having failed to score 
in the first half of any match so far 
this tournament, five-times cham-
pions Brazil corrected that with 

four goals before the break, to end 
the match as any meaningful con-
test early on. They took only sev-
en minutes to breach the Korean 
defence for the first time. Raphina 
sliced through the red wall – leav-
ing several of its bricks flailing on 
the ground – and when his cross 
eluded the closely-marked Neymar, 
Vinicius Jr was at the far post, a 
picture of composure, to gently lift 
the ball over scrambling defenders 
and the desperately reaching goal-
keeper. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Fears over the heat have 
led Japanese organisers to an-
nounce that the 2025 World Athlet-
ics Championships will take place 
in September, despite initial plans 
to stage the event in August. World 
Athletics initially wanted the meet 
at the National Stadium to be held in 
late August, but it now been agreed 
that it will take place between Sep-

tember 13 and 21 The start date will 
be the second-latest in the 42-year 
history of the World Championships 
following the 2019 edition in Doha, 
which begun on September 27. Ja-
pan’s summers are hot, humid, and 
can be deadly. It forced the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee to con-
troversially move the marathons 
and race walks to Sapporo during 

the re-arranged Olympic Games 
in Tokyo last year. Several runners 
finished in distress at the end of 
the distance races held on the track 
during Tokyo 2020.  Last month, 
World Athletics President Sebastian 
Coe had pledged that all the medal 
events during the World Champion-
ships in Tokyo will take place in the 
Japanese capital. (Agencies)

RIYADH: India have withdrawn 
from the race to hold the 2027 Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC) Asian 
Cup leaving Saudi Arabia as the sole 
candidate for the tournament, “Our 
current focus is building the founda-
tions of proper footballing structure 
before thinking of hosting bigger 
events like the AFC Asian Cup,” an 
All India Football Federation (AIFF) 
statement said. The decision marks 

a change in strategy by the AIFF. 
“We must focus on developing the 
game on a priority basis, before 
planning to host major international 
competitions,” AIFF secretary-gen-
eral Dr. Shaji Prabhakaran insisted. 
“Hosting competitions requires big 
resources and sometimes encour-
ages the tendency to take the major 
issues away from our focus.” India 
had hosted the 2022 FIFA Under-17 

Women’s World Cup in October. 
They had submitted their bid for 
the 2027 Asian Cup two years ago 
alongside Iran, Qatar, Uzbekistan 
and Saudi Arabia. “India has al-
ways been a wonderful and efficient 
host to big tournaments, which was 
amply demonstrated in the recent-
ly concluded FIFA U17 Women’s 
World Cup,” AIFF President Kalyan 
Chaubey said. (Agencies)

HAVANA: Boxing powerhouse Cuba 
has given the green light to women 
who wish to partake in tournaments 
for the first time since Fidel Castro’s 
1959 revolution, sports officials said 
yesterday. The Caribbean island – 
long hailed for its top-ranked men’s 
boxers – has won 41 gold medals in 
the Olympic games since Munich in 
1972, topping global charts. But Cu-
ba’s aspiring women boxers – for 
decades banned from competing in 
competition – until now have had no 
choice but to migrate to reach the 
highest levels of their sport. “Women’s 

boxing in Cuba… is going to bring us 
to the international medal table,” said 
Ariel Saínz, vice president of Cuba’s 
Institute of Sports (INDER), at a news 
conference, after announcing the gov-
ernment’s decision to legalize partic-
ipation by women in the sport. Sainz 
said Cuba’s recently approved fam-

ily code, a set of regulations aimed 
at wiping out discrimination against 
women and the LGBT community in 
Cuba’s “machista” culture, provided 
the legal underpinnings for the move. 
“We have a {law} now that assures 
equality between men and women,” 
Sainz said. The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) announced in 2009 
that women could begin competing in 
boxing in the Games. Three years lat-
er the first female boxers competed in 
the London 2012 Games, and later in 
Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and Tokyo in 
2020. (Agencies)
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‘Now is not the time’ to lift Russia, Belarus sanctions
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VIENNA: Austria blamed migrants 
from India and North Africa for fuel-
ling a migration wave by filing hope-
less asylum claims. Interior Minister 
Gerhard Karner said 100 Tunisians 
per day were being intercepted at the 
border at the height of the surge last 
month. He said 15,000 Indians and 
11,400 Tunisians had sought asylum 
between January and October this 
year, compared to 611 and 328 last 
year. Austria regards India and Tunisia 
as safe countries whose citizens are 
unlikely to be eligible for asylum. “We 

have seen a whole new phenomenon 
of asylum applications from people 
who have practically no chance of asy-
lum,” Mr Karner said. He said Moroc-
co was another country where Austria 
had launched “counter-marketing” 
campaigns urging people not to come. 
Landlocked Austria says many of the 
migrants enter from Hungary after ar-
riving in Europe in nearby Serbia. Mr 
Karner said numbers had come down 
after EU candidate Serbia agreed to 
scrap visa-free travel for Indians and 
Tunisians. (Agencies)

VIENNA: TV network Al Jazeera 
submitted the case of slain journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh to the Internation-
al Criminal Court on Tuesday, saying 
she was killed by Israeli forces. The 
Qatar-based channel said it had “un-
earthed new evidence” on the death 
of the Palestinian-American, shot 
while covering an Israel army raid 
in Jenin on May 11. Any person or 
group can file a complaint to the ICC 
prosecutor for investigation, but the 
Hague-based court is under no obliga-
tion to take on such cases. Al Jazeera 
said its submission highlighted “new 
witness evidence and video footage 
(that) clearly show that Shireen and 
her colleagues were directly fired at 
by the Israeli Occupation Forces.” 
“The claim by the Israeli authorities 

that Shireen was killed by mistake in 
an exchange of fire is completely un-
founded,” the channel said. An AFP 
journalist saw a lawyer representing 
Al Jazeera’s case entering the ICC’s 
headquarters to hand over their sub-
mission. (Agencies)

The U.S. Army has chosen Bell to 
build a new aircraft that will replace 
the venerable UH-60 Black Hawk, 
which has been flying soldiers in 
combat since the 1970s. Bell received 
a $232 million contract on Monday—
the first installment of what could be 
a $7.1 billion deal for development 
and an initial batch of aircraft. “It’s 

a chance to move to the next step 
in this vital program,” Doug Bush, 
the Army acquisition chief, said. 
It’s a huge win that could be worth 
more than $70 billion for the Tex-
tron-owned company in the coming 
decades depending on how many 
aircraft are ordered by the Army and 
foreign militaries. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: The first attempt 
to survey the extent of violence and 
harassment at work around the globe 
has found that workplace abuse is 
widespread, and particularly pro-
nounced among young people, mi-
grants, and wage earners, especially 
women. More than 22% of the nearly 
75,000 workers in 121 countries sur-
veyed last year reported having expe-
rienced at least one type of violence or 
harassment, according to the report 
released Monday by the U.N. Interna-
tional Labor Organization, the Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation and Gallup. “Vi-
olence and harassment in the world of 
work is a pervasive and harmful phe-

nomenon, with profound and costly 
effects ranging from severe physical 
and mental health consequences to 
lost earnings and destroyed career 
paths to economic losses for work-
places and societies,” the three orga-
nizations said in the 56-page report. 
According to the findings, one-third 
of the people who experienced vio-
lence or harassment at work said they 
had experienced more than one form 
-- and 6.3% said they had faced all 
three forms: physical, psychological, 
and sexual violence and harassment 
during their working life. Psycho-
logical violence and harassment was 
the most common form, reported by 

both men and women, with 17.9% of 
workers experiencing it at some point 
during their employment, the report 
said. Some 8.5% of those surveyed 
said they experienced physical vio-
lence and harassment at work, with 
men more likely than women, the re-
port said, and some 6.3% experienced 
sexual violence and harassment, 8.2% 
of them women and 5% of them men. 
More than 60% of the victims of vio-
lence and harassment at work “said it 
has happened to them multiple times, 
and for the majority of them, the last 
incident took place within the last 
five years,” according to the report. 
(Agencies)
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Ireland marks 100 years since founding of Irish Free State
DUBLIN: One hundred years ago 
on Tuesday, Ireland gained state-
hood in the midst of a bitter civil 
war. But it was not as a republic, as 
revolutionary leaders had hoped. 
Instead, a new era began under the 
ambiguous label of the Irish Free 
State. On December 6, 1922, Irish 
lawmakers gathered to take an oath 
of allegiance to King George V as a 
dominion of the British Empire. It 
was one in a string of compromises 
made in the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 
1921 that concluded Ireland’s three-
year war of independence. Not least 
among the accommodations made 

to the imperial power was provision 
for the continued partition of six, 
majority Protestant counties in the 
UK-ruled jurisdiction of Northern 
Ireland. Debates in the Irish parlia-
ment that day -- among those law-
makers who had not boycotted it 
entirely -- stressed allegiance to the 

king was given under duress. A day 
after the free state was born, law-
maker Sean Hales was assassinat-
ed by gunmen opposed to the treaty 
as he left lunch at a central Dublin 
hotel. In swift and brutal reprisal, 
the new Irish government executed 
four anti-treaty prisoners by fir-
ing squad without charge or justi-
fication. Irish writer James Joyce 
captured the mood of many in the 
nation when he wrote in his novel 
“Ulysses”, published in the same 
year, that history was “a nightmare 
from which I am trying to awake”. 
(Agencies)

Colombia landslide 
kills 34

Blast kills seven  
in Afghanistan

Blast leaves 3 dead  
in Thailand

EU bans import of products 
driving deforestation

Australian MPs in Taiwan, 
defying Beijing warning

DPO escaped unhurt, 
policeman injured  
in armed attacked

China Xi to leave for
Saudi Arabia today

BOGOTÁ: Heavy rains in northwest 
Colombia sent a wall of earth crashing 
onto a winding road, swallowing up a 
bus and other vehicles and killing 34 
people, emergency services said. The 
landslide Sunday evening prompted a 
large rescue effort, with dozens of peo-
ple in hard hats using backhoes and ex-
cavators to dig through the earth look-
ing for victims. The National Unit for 
Disaster Risk Management said the fa-
talities included eight minors and that 
nine other people were injured in the 
disaster in the remote town of Pueblo 
Rico. The bus had set out from the city 
of Cali with 25 passengers, and traveled 
270 kilometers (170 miles) before being 
hit by the landslide as it passed through 
the Andes mountain region, civil de-
fense officials said. (Agencies)

BALKH: At least seven people have 
been killed after a blast hit a vehicle car-
rying oil workers in northern Afghani-
stan, officials say. “Today at around 7am 
a blast took place in Balkhw on a bus 
which belonged to Hairatan oil employ-
ees,” police spokesperson for the north-
ern province of Balkh Mohammad Asif 
Wazeri said. He said at least six people 
were wounded. The cause of the blast 
was not immediately clear. Balkh prov-
ince is home to one of Afghanistan’s 
main dry ports in the town of Hairatan, 
near the border with Uzbekistan, which 
has rail and road links to Central Asia.  
(Agencies)

BANGKOK: Three people died and 
four others were wounded after a bomb 
exploded on a roadside in Thailand’s 
troubled deep south, police said Tues-
day. The seven state railway employees 
were on their way to fix a section of 
track in the Songkhla province, near 
the Malaysian border, which had been 
damaged in another bomb attack on 
Saturday. The latest bomb was hidden 
around 200m from the site of the earli-
er explosion. “We believe the bomb had 
been there since Saturday,” said police 
colonel Chartchai Chanasit, adding that 
no other explosive devices had been 
found. A low-level conflict has sim-
mered in Thailand’s south since 2004, 
killing more than 7,000 people, as reb-
els in the Muslim-majority region battle 
for greater autonomy from the state. 
The area, heavily policed by Thai se-
curity forces, is culturally distinct from 
Buddhist-majority Thailand, which 
took control of the region over a centu-
ry ago. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The EU reached an agree-
ment Tuesday to ban the import of sev-
eral products considered the “main driv-
ers of deforestation,” including coffee, 
cocoa, and soy, the EC said. “The new 
law will ensure that a set of key goods 
placed on the (EU) market will no longer 
contribute to deforestation and forest 
degradation in the EU and elsewhere in 
the world,” said the commission, prais-
ing the decision the bloc’s member states 
and EU Parliament reached overnight. 
“When the new rules enter into force, 
all relevant companies will have to con-
duct strict due diligence if they place on 
the EU market.”  The list of products 
banned – which includes palm oil, cattle, 
soy, coffee, cocoa, timber, and rubber – 
have been identified as a “driver of de-
forestation” if they came from deforest-
ed land after December 2020.(Agencies)

TAIPEI: A group of Australian law-
makers has landed in Taiwan, Tai-
pei’s foreign ministry confirmed 
Tuesday, defying warnings from Bei-
jing over the visit at a time of rising 
tensions over the self-ruled island. 
“There is a group of bipartisan mem-
bers of the parliament from Austra-
lia currently visiting Taiwan. They 
are already here,“ ministry spokes-
woman Joanne Ou told reporters. 
The delegation will “discuss a wide 
array of issues of mutual interests”, 
she said without providing further 
details. “We appreciate that the Aus-
tralian parliament is very friendly to 
Taiwan,“ Ou said, calling Taipei’s re-
lationship with Canberra “robust, di-
verse and mutually beneficial”. The 
group left Sunday for a five-day visit 
to Taiwan, according to a spokesman 
for one delegation member, risking 
China’s ire just as Beijing-Canber-
ra relations appeared to be thaw-
ing. The Chinese foreign ministry 
on Monday expressed opposition 
to the trip, calling on Australia to 
adhere to its “one-China principle” 
and “stop sending the wrong signal 
to ‘Taiwan independence’ forces.” 
(Agencies)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN:  District Police 
Officer (DP0) Muhammad Shoaib on 
Tuesday narrowly escaped a terrorist at-
tack on his convoy at tribal merged Khoi 
Barah area of Darazinda Tehsil. Howev-
er, one police constable travelling in the 
squad was injured and several vehicles 
were damaged in the attack. According 
to police spokesman, DPO Muham-
mad Shoib alongwith his squad was on 
a visit to check security measures for 
ongoing polio campaign at Darazinda 
Tehsil when his convoy came under 
attack. As the squad reached near a 
Basic Health Unit (BHU) at Khoi Bha-
ra, terrorists opened indiscriminate fire 
from unidentified direction on the police 
convoy, leaving one policeman injured 
and several vehicles damaged, he add-
ed. The police promptly retaliated under 
the command of the DPO Muhammad 
Shoib but the attackers managed to fled 
from the scene. Pak army and police 
personnel cordoned off the area and 
started a search operation. Undeterred 
by the deadly attack, the DPO set out for 
Darazinda, Daraban and Prova circles 
soon after the incident to complete the 
task and review security measures for 
the polio drive. (APP)

RIYADH: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping will embark on an official visit 
to Saudi Arabia on Wednesday (to-
day)at the invitation of Saudi Ara-
bia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz, 
the official Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) reported on Tuesday. Xi’s 
visit to Saudi Arabia will run until 
December 9 during which a Sau-
di-Chinese summit headed by Sau-
di King Salman and the Chinese 
president, with the participation of 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, will be held.  The agenda will 
also include a Gulf-Chinese summit 
for cooperation and development 
and the Riyadh Arab-Chinese sum-
mit for cooperation and develop-
ment where both will reflect on the 
“special ties that connect the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries and 
Arab countries with China,” SPA 
said. (Agencies)
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NZ court fights parents opposed to ‘vaccinated blood’ for sick baby
WELLINGTON: New Zealand author-
ities on Tuesday launched a battle for 
custody of an infant whose parents are 
blocking life-saving surgery because 
blood donors may have been vacci-
nated against Covid-19. The New Zea-
land health authority took the bid for 
emergency custody to the High Court 
in Auckland in a case that has sparked 
local protest and underscored the po-
tency of vaccine misinformation. The 
four-month-old, whose name has been 
suppressed by court order, needs an 
“urgent operation” to correct a heart 

disorder known as pulmonary valve 
stenosis, the child’s mother has said. 
The surgical procedure has been de-
layed because the baby’s parents do 
not want any blood transfused that 
could have come from a donor vacci-
nated using mRNA vaccines. Health 
authorities rejected the parents’ re-
quest for unvaccinated blood. New 
Zealand’s blood service does not 
make a distinction between donations 
from those vaccinated or unvaccinated 
against Covid-19, as there is no extra 
risk from using vaccinated blood. The 

authorities want to take partial custo-
dy of the child, leaving the parents in 
charge of non-medical care, but allow-
ing the procedure to go ahead. Health 
New Zealand has said it applied to the 
court “with the best interests of the 
child in mind” following “extensive 
conversations” with the family. “We 
know that it can be worrying when 
parents have a child who is unwell, 
and are making decisions about their 
care,” doctor Mike Shepherd from 
Health New Zealand said in a state-
ment. (Agencies)
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Austria blames Indians, Africans for asylum wave

Al Jazeera submits slain journalist’s case to ICC

Army Chooses Bell V-280 to Replace  Black Hawk Helicopters

Global survey: workplace violence, harassment is widespreadQatar announces entry 
for GCC citizens, residents 

without Hayya card
ISLAMABAD: Qatar  announced on 
Tuesday that citizens and residents of 
Gulf Cooperation Council countries 
would be allowed to enter Qatar with-
out the need to register for the Hayya 
card. Starting from Tuesday, citizens 
and residents of GCC countries who 
are traveling through airports will be 
able to enter Qatar without requiring 
registration via the Hayya platform, 
Qatar’s ministry of interior confirmed. 
It has also added that the transporta-
tion through buses will be available for 
all the travelers via ports as the same as 
previous days (APP)


