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Germany arrests 25 accused of plotting coup

US approves $425m in arms sales to Taiwan

Chinese flags flutter in Saudi capital ahead of Xi visit

US to send troops to Australia, invite Japan to drills

BERLIN: Twenty-five people have 
been arrested in raids across Ger-
many on suspicion of plotting to 
overthrow the government. German 
reports say the group of far-right 
and ex-military figures planned to 
storm the parliament building, the 
Reichstag, and seize power. A minor 
aristocrat described as Prince Hein-
rich XIII, 71, is alleged to have been 
central to their plans. According to 
federal prosecutors, he is one of two 
alleged ringleaders among those ar-
rested across 11 German states. The 
plotters are said to include mem-
bers of the extremist Reichsbürger 
[Citizens of the Reich] movement, 
which has long been in the sights of 
German police over violent attacks 
and racist conspiracy theories. They 
also refuse to recognise the modern 
German state. An estimated 50 men 
and women are alleged to have been 
part of the group, said to have plot-
ted to overthrow the republic and 

replace it with a new state modelled 
on the Germany of 1871 - an empire 
called the Second Reich. “We don’t 
yet have a name for this group,” 
said a spokeswoman for the feder-
al prosecutor’s office. Three thou-
sand officers took part in 130 raids 
across much of the country, with 
two people arrested in Austria and 
Italy. Those detained were due to be 
questioned later in the day. Justice 
Minister Marco Buschmann tweet-
ed that a major anti-terror operation 
was taking place and a suspected 
“armed attack on constitutional 
bodies was planned”. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The Biden admin-
istration signed off on two new 
significant arms sales to Taiwan in 
approvals that are sure to rankle 
China. The State Department said it 
had okayed sales worth more than 
$425 million of spare aircraft parts to 
support Taiwan’s fleet of F-16 fight-
ers, C-130 transport planes and oth-
er U.S.-supplied weapons systems. 
The package includes $330 million 
in standard replacement parts and 
$98 million in non-standard equip-
ment along with related accessories 
and logistics. The sales were an-
nounced just weeks after President 
Joe Biden met his Chinese counter-
part Xi Jinping for talks in Indone-
sia in which China’s increasingly 
aggressive behavior toward Taiwan 
was a major issue. China regards 

Taiwan as a renegade province and 
has vowed to reunify the island with 
the mainland by force, if necessary. 
It has roundly condemned previous 
U.S. arms sales to Taiwan as viola-
tions of Washington’s “one-China 
policy” and is expected to react sim-
ilarly to Tuesday’s announcement. 
But successive U.S. administrations 
of both parties have said ties with 
Taiwan are governed by the Taiwan 
Relations Act that allows the sale 
of military equipment to the island 
for its defense against potential 
threats from China. “This proposed 
sale serves U.S. national, economic, 
and security interests by supporting 
the recipient’s continuing efforts to 
maintain a credible defensive capa-
bility,” the State Department said of 
the latest approvals. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi capital was 
bedecked with Chinese flags ahead 
of President Xi Jinping’s visit on 
Wednesday that is likely to focus on 
energy ties but also follows months 
of tensions with the United States. 
The red-and-gold Chinese emblem 
alternated with the green flag of 
Saudi Arabia along major roads in 
Riyadh, while Xi was pictured on 
the front pages of newspapers that 
highlighted the trip’s potential eco-
nomic benefits. China, the world’s 
second-biggest economy, is the top 
customer for oil from Saudi Arabia, 
the leading exporter of crude, and 
both sides appear keen to expand 
their relationship at a time of eco-
nomic turmoil and geopolitical re-
alignment. The three-day trip -- only 
Xi’s third overseas journey since the 
coronavirus pandemic began, and 

his first to Saudi Arabia since 2016 
-- comes after US President Joe 
Biden’s visit in July, when he plead-
ed in vain for higher oil production. 
It will feature bilateral meetings 
with Saudi King Salman and Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the 
de facto ruler, as well as a summit 
with the six-member Gulf Coopera-
tion Council and a wider China-Ar-
ab summit. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The United States 
and Australia have agreed to deepen 
defence ties, including by increasing 
the rotational presence of US air, 
land and sea forces in the Oceanic 
country, citing shared concerns over 
China’s actions around Taiwan and 
in the East and South China Seas.
The announcement followed talks 
between the top US and Australian 
defence and diplomatic officials in 
Washington, DC. “Today, we agreed 
to deepen our defence cooperation 
in several important ways,” US De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin told a 
joint news conference with his Aus-
tralian counterpart, Richard Marles, 
that also included the two nations’ 
foreign ministers. “Based upon to-
day’s talks, we will increase rotation-

al presence of US forces in Australia. 
That includes rotations of bomber 
task forces, fighters and future rota-
tions of US Navy and US Army capa-
bilities,” he said. The two countries 
have also agreed to “invite Japan to 
integrate into our force posture ini-
tiatives in Australia”, he said. Aus-
tin cited China’s rise and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine as the reasons 
for increased US-Australian defence 
ties. “The United States and Austra-
lia share a vision of a region where 
countries can determine their own 
futures,” he said. “Unfortunately, that 
vision is being challenged today. Chi-
na’s dangerous and coercive actions 
throughout the Indo-Pacific, includ-
ing around Taiwan, and toward the 
Pacific Island countries. (Agencies)

MOSCOW/KIEV: At least 16 people 
have died after a Russian army vehi-
cle collided with a minibus in eastern 
Ukraine, local authorities said. De-
nis Pushilin, the Russian-appointed 
head of the Donetsk region, said the 
accident occurred near the towns of 
Torez and Shakhtiorsk. “This trage-
dy cost the lives of 16 people, includ-
ing some of our soldiers ,” Pushilin 
wrote on Telegram. It was unclear 
whether the death toll included sol-
diers or civilians on board the mini-
bus. Four other people were injured 
in the collision. Donetsk is one of the 
four regions of southeastern Ukraine 
that was annexed by Moscow in 
September last. Meanwhile, Belar-
us plans to move military equip-
ment and forces in what it said was 
a counter-terrorism exercise, amid 
fears that Russia may mount a new 
attack on Ukraine from the territo-
ry of its Belarusian ally. “So, Minsk 
planned to move military equipment 
and personnel of the national secu-
rity forces,” the state BelTA news 
agency cited the country’s Security 
Council as saying. “The movement 
of citizens (transport) along cer-
tain public roads and areas would 
be restricted and the use of imita-
tion weapons for training purposes 
is planned.”  The US said it has not 
“encouraged” Ukraine to strike into 
Russia after drone attacks on bases 
widely seen as carried out by Kyiv. 
“We have neither encouraged nor 
enabled the Ukrainians to strike in-
side of Russia,” Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken told reporters. “But 

the important thing is to understand 
what Ukrainians are living through 
every day with the ongoing Russian 
aggression,” he said. Blinken vowed 
“our determination to make sure 
that they have in their hands along 
with many other partners around 
the world -- the equipment that they 
need to defend themselves, to de-
fend their territory, to defend their 
freedom.” Military expert Konstan-
tin Zhivkov believes that London 
and Washington may have been 
involved in recent drone attacks 
against Russian military forces. Ac-
cording to the expert, the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces used modernized 
Soviet-made Strysh drones with 
modern spare parts for the attacks. 
UK and US have space intelligence 
system, expert said. Also, both coun-
tries have experience of conducting 
such drone strikes. He believes that 
British experts can modernize So-
viet UAVs.  Estonia will not be able 
to handle a possible new influx of 
refugees from Ukraine and expects 
other EU nations, such as Finland, 
to accommodate them, Prime Minis-
ter Kaja Kallas said. Tallinn already 

has a tentative agreement with Hel-
sinki on the issue, she stated in a 
radio interview. Kallas expressed 
pride in the generosity shown by 
her nation toward Ukrainians since 
the start of the conflict with Russia. 
The Kremlin says a US military aid 
spending bill providing $800 million 
to Ukraine was “confrontational” 
towards Russia. In a call with re-
porters, Kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov said: “The document that 
has been adopted is of an extremely 
confrontational nature in relation to 
our country.” The Fiscal 2023 Na-
tional Defence Authorisation Act, 
or NDAA, authorises the addition-
al spending for Ukraine’s Security 
Assistance Initiative, an increase of 
$500 million over US President Joe 
Biden’s request earlier this year. In 
the UN report, it said that at least 
441 civilians were killed by Russian 
forces in the early days of Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine, documenting 
summary executions and attacks 
in dozens of towns across three re-
gions. The actual number of victims 
in the Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy re-
gions was likely to be much higher, 
the Office of the High Commission-
er for Human Rights (OHCHR) said 
in a report looking at the invasion’s 
start on Feb. 24 until early April, 
when Russian forces withdrew from 
the areas. “The acts in question were 
committed by Russian armed forces 
in control of these areas and led to 
the deaths of 441 civilians (341 men, 
72 women, 20 boys and 8 girls),” the 
report said. (Agencies)

– US says not encouraging Ukraine strikes into Russia

Soldiers among 16 killed in Donetsk road accident
– Belarus moves military gear amid fears of attack on Ukraine

– Ukraine appears to show ability to strike deep in Russia
– EU member says it can no longer accept Ukrainian refugees

– Kremlin says US, Ukraine defence budget ‘extremely confrontational’
– UN: Russian forces killed hundreds of civilians early in Ukraine war

– US, UK may modernize Ukraine’s Soviet-era drones

LONDON: A man has been arrest-
ed on suspicion of common assault 
after an egg was reportedly thrown 
in the direction of the King. The 
alleged incident happened while 
King Charles was on a walkabout 
in Luton town centre. Bedford-
shire Police said a man in his 20s 
was detained and is in custody. The 
monarch was steered away from 
crowds by his security staff before 
continuing to meet members of the 
public. The latest incident comes 
just weeks after a 23-year-old stu-
dent was arrested after eggs were 

thrown at the King and Queen Con-
sort during their visit to York. The 
royal couple had just arrived in the 
city on 9 November to unveil a stat-
ue in honour of the late Queen at 
York Minster when four eggs were 
thrown, all of which missed. Many 

of those who greeted King Charles 
at Luton Town Hall wished him a 
“Merry Christmas”, while some had 
brought presents to give to him. The 
King also met community leaders, 
including from the Ghana Society, 
the Royal British Legion and the 
Luton Town football academy, as 
well as officially opening the Guru 
Nanak Gurdwara temple. Later, the 
King boarded the DART (Direct Air-
Rail Transit) - a new airport shuttle 
which will connect people travelling 
from Luton Airport Parkway station 
to the terminal. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: A U.S. 
federal court said in a fil-
ing that it was dismissing 
a lawsuit against the crown 
prince of Saudi Arabia 
over the killing of a Saudi 
columnist who lived in Vir-
ginia, after the State De-
partment’s determination 
that the prince has immu-
nity as a head of state or 
government. The lawsuit 
filed on behalf of Hatice 
Cengiz, the fiancée of the 
columnist, Jamal Khashog-
gi, named Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
as the most prominent de-
fendant. Mr. Khashoggi 

was killed by Saudi agents 
while visiting Saudi Ara-
bia’s consulate in Istanbul 
in 2018 to get documents 
for his upcoming wedding. 
This September, Prince 
Mohammed’s father, King 
Salman, made the prince 
the prime minister of Sau-
di Arabia. The move for-
malized his role as ruler 
of the kingdom, though 
the king remains the head 
of state. Some U.S. offi-
cials and analysts said the 
king appeared to make 
the decision to ensure that 
the prince had immunity 
in the case. King Salman 
made the announcement 
six days before an October 
deadline set by the court 
for the U.S. government 
to advise whether Prince 
Mohammed had immunity. 
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The Europe-
an Union reached a deal in 
the early hours of Wednes-
day on a law to increase the 
price that airlines have to 
pay when they emit plan-
et-heating carbon dioxide 
emissions, adding pressure 
to the sector to shift away 
from fossil fuels. Airlines 
running flights within Eu-
rope currently have to sub-
mit permits from the EU’s 
carbon market to cover their 
carbon dioxide emissions, 
but the EU gives them most 
of those permits for free.  
That is set to change under 
the law agreed by negotia-
tors from EU countries and 
the European Parliament, 
which would phase out those 
free permits by 2026, sources 
familiar with the discussions 
told Reuters. That will mean 
airlines will have to pay for 

their CO2 permits, providing 
a financial incentive for them 
to pollute less. A far smaller 
amount of free CO2 permits 
will be made available to 
airlines that use sustainable 
aviation fuels (SAF) to part-
ly compensate them for the 
price difference between 
SAFs and far cheaper fossil 
fuel kerosene, the sources 
said. The EU has so far limit-
ed its carbon market to cov-
ering emissions from flights 
within the EU, but negoti-
ators agreed Brussels will 
assess in 2026 whether the 
U.N. aviation agency ICAO’s 
scheme to offset internation-
al flights’ CO2 emissions is 
on track to deliver net zero 
emissions by 2050 - and if it 
is not, the EU will propose 
extending its carbon market 
to cover emissions from all 
departing flights. (Agencies)

Man arrested after egg allegedly thrown at King Charles III

US court dismisses suit against  
Saudi Crown Prince in Khashoggi killing

EU agrees law to make airlines pay 
more to pollute
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: The 4th two-day Inter-
national Conference on “Sustainable 
Energy Technologies” concluded 
here at the US Pak Center for Ad-
vanced Studies in Energy USPCAS-E 
UET Peshawar. Speakers said that 
despite the enormous potential of 
hydropower in KP the main barrier 
in developing the micro and small 
hydro projects is the lack of technical 
expertise of international standards 
to manufacture hydro turbines in 
Pakistan. Prof. Dr. Iftikhar Hussain, 
Vice Chancellor UET Peshawar was 
the chief guest at the closing ceremo-
ny. He said that the government must 
develop energy policies to tap the 
hydro and solar potential of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. “We look forward for 
an inclusive policy and Technology 
development in close collaboration 
with USPCAS-E and work jointly 
for sustainable development in the 
renewable energy sector of Paki-
stan”,  he added. He appreciated the 
USPCAS-E for holding a successful 
event especially Conference Secre-
tary, Dr. Khurshid Ahamd, Co-Secre-
tary, Dr. Kamran Shereen and Dr. Ad-

nan Daud Khan, Director USPCAS-E 
for steering the conference towards 
a successful conclusion. Prof. Dr. 
Sahar Noor, Dean, Faculty of Me-
chanical, Chemical, Industrial Engi-
neering and USPCAS-E presented 
conference recommendations that 
Pakistan is blessed with renewable 
energy resources: with enormous so-
lar potential in its plains and deserts 
as well as excellent hydro potential 
in northern hilly terrains but due to 
lack of technology and trained hu-
man resource, we are far behind in 
harnessing real potential.  He quot-
ed, Prof. Dr. Clark A Miller Professor 
Arizona State University, USA, that 
there is a dire need to raise aware-
ness in Pakistan among stakeholders 
including policy makers and public 
on energy issues and solutions. As 

many as fifty research papers were 
presented in six technical sessions 
including Renewable Energy Tech-
nologies, Electrical Energy Systems, 
Thermal Energy Systems, Energy 
Materials, Energy, Environment and 
Policy and Power System Technol-
ogies. Key note speakers were from 
Arizona State University USA, Na-
tional University of Technology (NU-
TECH), Pakistan;  US Pakistan Cen-
ter for Advanced Studies, NUST and 
King Saud University, Saudi Arabia, 
Center for Industrial and Building 
Energy Audits, Pkistan,  Sunway 
University, Malaysia, Mirpur Univer-
sity of Science and Technology, Pa-
kistan, Abdul Wali Khan University, 
Pakistan, Universiti Teknologi Ma-
laysia, UNHCR, Pakistan,  TESCO, 
Pakistan.
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Int’l conference on sustainable energy technologies concluded at UET Peshawar

Information commission awards cash prizes to logo competition winners

Timely completion of dams, energy projects vital to address loadshedding

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Commission 
(KPIC) on Wednesday awarded cash 

prizes to the winners of the Logo 
competition at Fine Arts Depart-
ment, University of Peshawar (UoP). 
As per the Commission’s decision, 
Fine Arts Department University of 
Peshawar was consulted for con-
ducting a competition amongst the 
students of the said department. 
Around 30 designs were prepared 
and submitted before the jury mem-
bers to include two members of the 
Commission and two members of 
the Fine Arts Department. All the 

logos were unveiled in presence of 
the students and faculty members of 
the Fine Arts Department, followed 
by an awareness session on Right To 
Information (RTI) Act. Farah Javed, 
Assistant Professor Department of 
Fine Arts, warmly welcomed Chief 
Commissioner of KPIC Farah Hamid 
Khan on her arrival to the Fine Arts 
Department. While addressing the 
participants, the chief commissioner 
stated that the KP RTI Law had en-
tered 9th year of enactment. (APP)

PESHAWAR: As the mercury lev-
el drops in the winter season, the 
demand of electricity and gas in-
creased significantly in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa particularly in hilly 
areas where people extensively use 
power and gas appliances for cook-
ing and heating purposes. The peo-
ple normally gather around wood 
fire and stoves while also use electric 
rods and heaters to keep themselves 
warm as the fogs and cold weather 
gripped KP for the last couple of days 
forcing masses to wear additional 
warm clothes. In Chitral, Upper Dir, 
Lower Dir, Swat, Malakand, Bajaur, 
Mohmand, Abbottabad, Batagram, 
Manshera, Buner, Torghar, and 
Shangla districts, the temperature 
has dropped to a great extent espe-
cially at night in these districts due 
to which people mostly rely on elec-
trical and LPG appliances for prepa-
ration of indoor meal and keeping 
their rooms warm for children and 
senior citizens. The people in hard 
areas sometime resort to illegal 

means of electricity connections to 
use electric appliances for high volt-
age heaters and rods, which causes 
low voltage of electricity, tripping 
and fluctuations besides overload-
ing power distribution system most-
ly in rural areas of hilly districts, 
Peshawar’s peripheries, southern 
districts including Bannu, Tank, DI 
Khan and merged areas. Besides Pe-
shawar and Nowshera’s rural areas, 
the Dir Upper’s Tormang, Painda-
khel and Karo Dara are also facing 
brunt of load shedding where over 
eight to 10 hours power outages 
were adversely affecting domestic, 
commercial and industrial consum-
ers. As a result of prolonged power 
outages and unavailability of gas, 
the people use timber as firewood 
for cooking and heating purposes in 
hilly districts where price of 40 kg 
firewood had swelled to Rs 800 to 
Rs1,000 making negative effects on 
the already depleting forest resourc-
es in the province. “Currently we are 
mostly relying on LPG and wood for 

preparation of breakfast and lunch 
for our family especially children 
due to prolonged gas and electricity 
load shedding in our village,” said 
Riazul Haq, a retired PST teacher 
while talking to APP on Wednes-
day. The resident of Nowshera said 
eight to 10 hours of electricity load 
shedding and unavailability of gas 
during breakfast, dinner and lunch 
time create problems for domestic 
consumers, he added. The National 
Water Policy (NWP) 2018 has re-
vealed that Pakistan was heading 
towards a situation of water short-
age due to lack of dams, which may 
lead to food insecurity for all living 
creatures in next few years if not 
addressed on priority basis in the 
wake of climate change challenges. 
The policy disclosed that per cap-
ita surface water availability has 
declined from 5,260 cubic meters 
per year in 1951 to around 1,000 
cubic meters in 2016 and this quan-
tity would likely to further drop to 
860 cubic meters by 2025. It said 

groundwater situation was expected 
to further drop in the country most-
ly in Punjab and Sindh where one 
million tube-wells were currently 
pumping about 55 million acres feet 
(MAF) of underground water for 
irrigation, which is 20pc more than 
that available from canals. “Energy 
shortfall was one of the major chal-
lenges currently being confronted 
to the coalition government and we 
need an inexpensive electricity and 
gas to cater peoples’ and industries’ 
growing requirements during win-
ter season,” said Ikhtair Wali Khan, 
PMLN KP Spokesman and Member 
Provincial Assembly (MPA) while 
talking to APP. The coalition govern-
ment has inherited a feeble econo-
my while the energy import bill has 
exorbitantly touched $27billion that 
necessitated expediting work on all 
under construction dams including 
Mohmand and Diamir Bhasha and 
enhancing capacity of existing hydel 
projects besides development of al-
ternative energy resources. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.7 232

China Yuan 32.11 32.36

Japanese Yen 1.96 2

Saudi Riyal 63.35 64

U.A.E Dirham 65.5 66.1

UK Pound 293.5 296

Euro 249.5 252.3

Australian Dollar 150.49 151.74

Canadian Dollar 164.56 165.91

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
149100

Rs. 
136674

Rs. 
130463

Rs. 
111825

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
127800

Rs. 
117149

Rs. 
111825

Rs. 95850

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12780 Rs. 11715 Rs. 11183 Rs. 9585

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
362300

Rs. 
332106

Rs. 
317013

Rs. 
271725

Federal ombudsman takes notice  
of complaints against EOBI

Partly cloudy, cold weather to prevail in most KP

AWKU arranges seminar to aware people  
about perils of corruption

KP approves project implementation policy 2022

Capacity building workshop for media persons held

Stakeholders’ conference on challenges faced 
by Afghan refugees held

PESHAWAR: The Federal Om-
budsman Ejaz Ahmed Qureshi on 
Wednesday took notice of the thou-
sands of complaints filed against 
Employees’ Old Age Benefits In-
stitution (EOBI). He ordered the 
implementation of the recommen-
dations made in the report of the 
Federal Ombudsman Committee 
2016, adding that the report pre-
pared by the committee addressed 
the constitutional loopholes, regis-
tration of workers and system for 
early collection of pensions to pen-
sioners to 9.4 million workers and 
thousands of employees of EOBI. 
On this occasion, Regional Head 
of Federal Ombudsman Khawaja 
Saifur Rehman also met with Kha-
lid Shah, Regional Head of EOBI 
Abbottabad so that workers and 
pensioners could get their rights 
as soon as possible. He further said 

that the office of the Federal Om-
budsman was established to pro-
vide quick and free justice to the 
public regarding mismanagement 
in the federal departments, which is 
resolved within 60 days of receiving 
the complaint. The Regional Head 
of the Federal Ombudsman further 
said that in the light of the instruc-
tions of Federal Ombudsman Ejaz 
Ahmad Qureshi, any complainant 
could register his complaint on 
plain paper during office hours and 
get a receipt, after which the inves-
tigating officer would take immedi-
ate action and take appropriate ac-
tion. He called for a report from the 
agency and notices were issued to 
both parties for a hearing. It should 
be clear that there is no court fee in 
the Federal Ombudsman Secretar-
iat Regional Office and no lawyer 
was required. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday predicted that mainly 
partly cloudy to cloudy and cold 
weather is expected in most dis-
tricts of the province during the 
next 24 hours. It said that light rain 
with light snowfall over mountains 
is likely to occur over isolated plac-
es in Chitral, Upper & Lower Dir, 
Swat, Buner, Shangla, Kohistan, 
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Battagram 
and Torghar districts. Moreover, 
moderate to dense fog is likely to oc-
cur over Swabi, Mardan, Nowshera, 
Charsadda, Peshawar and Dera Is-
mail Khan districts, as well as over 
Peshawar to Swabi motorway during 
night morning hours. Travellers on 

motorways and national highways 
are advised to adopt precautionary 
measures during travelling. During 
the last 24 hours, cold and dry 
weather occurred in the province, 
whereas dense fog prevailed over 
most plain areas of the province. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar 
City 23/05 Chitral 16/-1, Timerga-
ra 21/04, Dir 20/-1, Mirkhani 14/03, 
Kalam 13/-5, Drosh 19/03, Saidu 
Sharif 21/02, Pattan 22/06, Malam 
Jabba 09/01, Takht Bhai 22/05, Ka-
kul 18/03, Balakot 0/03, Parachinar 
23/02, Bannu 25/05, Cherat 18/03, 
D.I. Khan 26/09. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District Youth Of-
fice Mardan and Abdul Wali Khan 
University (AWKU) Wednesday ar-
ranged an awareness seminar in 
connection with Anti-Corruption 
Week. The seminar among others 
was attended by the Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner, Vice Chancellor 
of AWKU, District Youth Officer, 
Town Municipal Officers, and a 
large number of students. Address-
ing the seminar, speakers said that 
corruption is cancer that is dam-

aging the foundations of the social 
edifice. They said that it is very dif-
ficult to totally eliminate corruption 
but the social evil can be gradually 
subdued by our collective efforts. 
Speakers said we must improve ex-
isting social values and start person-
al accountability to wipe out corrup-
tion from society. They also stressed 
disseminating narrative and aware-
ness at the grass root level to end 
corruption and elements that are 
involved in corrupt practices. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government has approved the 
Project Implementation Policy 2022 as 
a guiding policy for all approved devel-
opment projects of the provincial gov-
ernment, according to a notification is-
sued by the Planning and Development 
Department here on Wednesday. It said 
that the Planning Department would 
be the custodian of the Implementa-
tion policy, adding that the purpose of 
the policy was to cover financial man-
agement, procurement management, 
institutional mechanisms for project 
management, monitoring and evalua-
tion of projects, and revision of projects 
based upon execution needs to be cov-
ered in a holistic manner. The ultimate 
objective of the policy was to facilitate 

executing agencies in fast tracking im-
plementation of approved projects by 
elaborating areas that were not previ-
ously covered, the policy document 
said. It said that the policy would be 
applicable to all projects being funded 
by ADP, PSDP (provincially execut-
ed projects), AIP or any other project 
falling under the development portfo-
lio, including special category projects 
such as those projects having foreign 
component, HDF component or PPP 
component, and other relevant proj-
ects. However, in case of these special 
category projects, the provisions of PIP 
shall be read along with provisions of 
any policies, rules, practices and con-
tractual obligations dealing with such 
projects. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A two-day capacity 
building workshop for staffers of 
state media organisations conduct-
ed by Information Service academy 
(ISA), Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting Islamabad, concluded 
here at Radio Pakistan on Wednes-
day. The workshop was attended 
by information officers, reporters, 
sub-editors, producers, cameramen, 
accountants and other staff members 
of the Press Information Department 
(PID) Peshawar, Radio Pakistan, 
Pakistan Television and Associated 
Press of Pakistan (APP). ISA Director 
General Saeed Ahmed Shaikh, PID 
Peshawar DG Ashfaq Ahmed Khalil, 
Station Director Radio Pakistan Pe-
shawar Iffat Jabbar, Deputy Director 

ISA Muhammad Asif, PSDP Accoun-
tant Saba Waheed, IT Assistant PSDP 
Ayesha Bibi shared their rich experi-
ences and viewpoints about observ-
ing social ethics in news reporting, 
office management and Information 
Technology. DG Saeed Ahmad said 
the information should be thorough-
ly checked to ensure it was based on 
facts and accuracy before its release 
and broadcast. He said that all news 
related information must be support-
ed by strong evidence and must not 
be ambiguous. He said journalists 
were like a mirror of the society and 
were responsible for portraying the 
real picture of current issues, adding 
that speculations and sensationalism 
should be avoided. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A one-day stakeholders’ 
conference on political and socio-eco-
nomic challenges being faced by Af-
ghan refugees was held at the Institute 
of Management Sciences which was 
sponsored by Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, a German organization 
working for the facilitation of Afghan 
Refugees. The welcome remarks for 
the ceremony were given by the Di-
rector of the Institute of Management 
Sciences, Dr. Muhammad Mohsin 
Khan, who set the pace for partici-

pants and guest speakers by raising 
some very thought-provoking points. 
Dr. Babar Ali Shah, Professor of Peace 
and Conflict Studies at the University 
of Peshawar, was the guest speaker 
at the event. Shedding light on the 
socioeconomic challenges faced by 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan, he in-
formed participants about the unique 
geo-political location of Afghanistan 
and also mentioned foreign invasions 
and domestic turmoil as hindrances in 
the stabilization of Afghanistan. (APP)
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Minister of State for Petroleum Dr. Mossadiq Malik has said 
that the visit to Russia has been more successful than our ex-
pectations. Russia will supply oil and diesel to Pakistan at dis-
counted rates. At a press conference, he said that the Russian 
official delegation will visit Pakistan in January next month to 
make progress on energy agreements. There is no doubt that 
due to negligence, no dam was built in many decades, while 
demand increased gradually, so there is now a significant gap 
between supply and demand. During PPP and PML-N pre-
vious governments, they relied on expensive thermal power 
plants and rental plants at the private level, which led to an in-
crease in electricity rates in the country. The desired produc-
tion could not be achieved while the owners of thermal com-
panies kept blackmailing the government by shutting down 
the power plants to recover their costs of production. Nawaz 
Sharif made LNG and gas agreements with Qatar and Iran 
respectively. Unfortunately, these two agreements could not 
be implemented. The deal with Qatar was politicized, while 
the gas pipeline deal with Iran was hampered by US sanctions 
on Iran. Iran laid the pipeline, but none of Pakistan’s govern-
ments had the courage to stand up to the US threat till now. As 
a result of the energy crisis, the wheels of industries stopped, 
causing unemployment and economic crisis. Moreover, the 
current political unrest in the country also produced negative 
effects on the economy.  Now, if as a result of the visit of Mos-
sadiq Malik to Russia, a progress is likely to be made in get-
ting petroleum and diesel on discounted rates is a good omen. 
Pakistan should be first from all and the sitting administration 
mustn’t compromise on national interest whether the pressure 
is from inside or outside. It is crystal clear that Pakistan can 
manage its economy and reduce the suffering of the people by 
getting rid of the energy crisis.

Cheap Russian Energy-Good Move 

THE economic indicators for Pa-
kistan are getting scary with every 
passing day. Economy is currently 
trapped in low growth, high infla-
tion and unemployment, falling 
investment, excessive fiscal defi-
cits, and a deteriorating external 
balance position. According to 
World Bank, Pakistan’s economy 
has slowed down while Inflation 
has risen after catastrophic floods. 
Pakistan’s economy is expected to 
grow by only two per cent in the 
current fiscal year ending June 
2023. Imports rose 42% to a record 
$80b in the last financial year; ex-
ports also hit a record of nearly 
$32b but grew 25%. Pakistan, has 
long struggled with its external ac-
counts, and the IMF has bailed it 
out over 20 times since 1958. Pa-
kistan’s economic freedom score 
is 48.8, making its economy the 
153rd freest in the 2022 Index. 
Pakistan is ranked 34th among 39 
countries in the Asia–Pacific re-
gion, and its overall score is below 
the regional and world averages. 
Pakistan’s external debt rose from 
$34b in 2021 to $38b in 2022 and is 
expected to rise to $40b in 2023. In 
the fiscal year 2022-23, Pakistan’s 
total debt servicing payment is es-
timated to be 3.95 trillion Pakistani 
rupees ($17.9b). Public debt (as of 
March 2022) was 4.44 trillion ru-
pees (72.5% of GDP). Pakistan’s 
tax governance remains weak. The 
increasing burden of huge foreign 
loans have impeded the economic 
growth prospects of Pakistan. The 
lack of political stability demanded 
huge public expenditure for main-
taining law and order in the coun-
try. This huge public expenditure 
acted as a massive drain on the 
country’s economic resources. Pa-
kistan’s strategy to reduce its debt 
burden to a sustainable level in-
cludes commitment to run primary 
surpluses, maintain low and stable 
inflation, promote measures that 
support higher long-term econom-
ic growth and follow an exchange 
rate regime based on economic 

fundamentals. Pakistan’s external 
debt is predominantly held by the 
public sector and mainly sourced 
from concessional multilateral and 
bilateral sources. The country’s 
foreign loans are 36% of its total 
debt. According to Reuters, con-
cerns are rising over the health 
of Pakistan’s economy as foreign 
reserves run low, the local curren-
cy weakens and inflation stands 
at decades-high levels despite the 
resumption of an IMF funding 
programme in August which was 
meant to stabilise an economy that 
has been in a tailspin for months. 
The country has suffered from 
external shocks, like other devel-
oping nations, heavily reliant on 
imports of oil, gas and other com-
modities. Floods in late August 
killed more than 1,500 people and 
caused billions of dollars worth of 
damage, heaping even more pres-
sure on its finances. The biggest 
worry centre’s around Pakistan’s 
ability to pay for imports such as 
energy and food and to meet sover-
eign debt obligations abroad. For-
eign exchange reserves with the 
central bank stand at $8b and com-
mercial banks hold another $5.7b. 
That covers imports for barely a 
month, despite IMF funding. Pa-
kistan’s rupee has weakened 20% 
since the start of the year and hit 
its weakest level on record in Au-
gust, reflecting both the country’s 
fragile financial situation as well 
as the strong dollar itself. The de-
cline in the currency is pushing up 
the cost of imports, borrowing and 
debt servicing, and in turn will fur-
ther exacerbate inflation running 
already at a multi-decade high of 
27.3%. Immediate solutions in-
clude financing and compressing 
demand for imports, but needs are 
rising after the floods. Increased 
financing from other multilater-
al lenders, including Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE and Qatar that have 
pledged some $5b in investment, 
would boost both finances and 
confidence. Energy payment facil-

ities from Riyadh and Doha, from 
whom Pakistan buys LNG will also 
ease pressure on the country’s cur-
rent account. Pakistan is talking 
to bilateral debt holders, includ-
ing the Paris Club, to restructure 
payments. But China is the key, 
holding nearly $30b of Pakistan’s 
debt, including loans by its state-
owned banks. Pakistan has never 
defaulted on external debt obliga-
tions. The Central Bank chief and 
the former finance minister have 
stressed that it was not facing im-
minent default. The government 
needs to pay $1b on bonds matur-
ing in December. It has interest 
payments worth around $600m for 
the 2022-23 fiscal year but the next 
full bond redemption is not until 
April 2024. All major credit rat-
ings agencies have lowered their 
outlook since June – all rate the 
country as highly speculative and 
risky though officials say the coun-
try will be able to meet short-term 
repayments. The crisis has been 
fuelled by political turmoil and ex-
ternal shocks from the global com-
modity crunch. Typically, a third of 
Pakistan’s import payments relate 
to energy. In the last financial year, 
petroleum group imports, includ-
ing LNG, more than doubled to 
$23.3b from a year earlier, accord-
ing to the statistics bureau. Most of 
electricity is produced using LNG, 
prices of which remain elevated 
and which will be in shorter supply 
with the winter approaching. High-
er energy bills propelled Pakistan’s 
current account deficit to over 
$17b – close to 5% of GDP – in the 
last financial year, six times higher 
than 2020-21, despite record high 
remittances from abroad. An over-
heating economy also contributed 
to the widening deficit. Imports 
rose 42% to a record $80b in the 
last financial year; exports also hit 
a record of nearly $32b but grew 
25%.

Courtesy Pakistan Observer
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     Pakistan economy: Wake-up call
— By Rashid A Mughal

Ukraine continues to fight the 
US-NATO proxy war against Rus-
sia in its own country. Remember 
Russia launched its “special mili-
tary operation” in Ukraine in late 
February this year. I was of the 
view since then that Ukraine would 
become another Afghanistan. So 
the damages of war continue to 
devastate both warring countries. 
No signs yet to end it. Russia and 
Ukraine war continue to hit the 
regional and global economy and 
peace too. Economic recession, en-
ergy and food crisis and inflation 
continue to surge. Who cares? On 
this Monday, a new wave of strikes 
from both sides hit strategically 
important targets as well civilian 
residential areas. The rt.com, the 
only source of information on Rus-
sia, reported citing the local au-
thorities that Ukrainian forces sub-
jected the Russian city of Donetsk 
to massive artillery shelling and 
rocket attacks. At least four civil-
ians were killed and several more 
wounded. The attacks targeted res-
idential areas of the city damaging 
at least three buildings. The Joint 
Center on Control and Coordina-
tion (JCCC) mission has alleged 
Ukrainian for “war crimes” yet 
again. Ukraine accused Russia of 
destroying homes in the southeast 
and knocking out power in many 
areas with a new volley of mis-
siles while Moscow said Ukrainian 
drones had attacked two air bas-
es deep inside Russia hundreds 
of kilometres from the frontlines. 
Meanwhile, RT has quoted the Wall 
Street Journal (WSJ) revealing that 
the US has secretly modified HI-
MARS sent to Ukraine. The artil-
lery systems were allegedly altered 
so they couldn’t fire long-range 
missiles into Russia. A total of 20 
of the M142 High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System (HIMARS) launch-
ers have been sent to Ukraine since 
June, along with several batches of 
GMLRS guided missiles and ser-
vice vehicles. The GMLRS have a 
range of almost 80 kilometres (50 

miles). Moscow has repeatedly 
warned Washington that providing 
heavy weapons to Ukraine risks 
crossing Russia’s “red lines” and 
involving the US and NATO in the 
conflict directly. The US and its al-
lies insist they are not a party to the 
hostilities while continuing to arm 
Kyiv. Strange conflicts. The US di-
rector of intelligence, Avril Haines, 
has said the fighting in Ukraine 
has been slowing down and this 
will likely continue in the coming 
winter months. However, there has 
been no evidence of fading resis-
tance on the part of Ukrainian forc-
es. Both sides would try to “refit, 
resupply and reconstitute” for any 
counter-offensive in the spring. 
The developments mentioned 
above reflect the mindset of the 
Russia-Ukraine war master. What 
hints to the alleged modifications 
in HIMARS, and the development 
of a narrative that the war will 
slow down in the coming months 
and resurge in spring? How would 
a prolonged Russia-Ukraine war 
benefit the US-NATO objectives? 
In the short term, the military 
shipments to Ukraine are making 
good money for the war masters, 
the US and some of the Western 
countries. What is the next and 
long-term? Reconstruction and re-
habilitation of Ukraine, once total-
ly ruined. All efforts are on the way 
to strengthen Taiwan militarily and 
strategically after having many as-
surances during several high-level 
US visits. Seems after provoking 
Ukraine against Russia, Taiwan is 
being prepared and strengthened 
against the One-China framework 
while the world is deeply focusing 
on the Russia-Ukraine war. The 
media is not reflecting what exact-
ly is happening in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Seems, the US is pursuing 
a two-faced policy towards Tai-
wan against the backdrop of the 
Ukraine crisis.

Courtesy Daily Times

Ukraine War and the Asia-Pacific
— By Munir Ahmed

Corruption school
It is no secret that Pakistan’s educa-
tion system is rife with corruption. 
From the teachers to the examina-
tion boards, there is nothing that 
cannot be bought at the right price. 

Whether it is by turning a blind eye 
to cheating, giving a student a score 
their work does not deserve or a 
fake degree all together, there is no 
lack of options for those with the 
cash to bend the rules.

Rather similar to how this country 
operates in general. Is that a coin-
cidence.
– Sheikh Imran
– Tank

Letter to the Editor

‘Welcome to the “polycrisis” — 
a world in which, as historian 
Adam Tooze says, “economic and 
non-economic shocks” are entan-
gled “all the way down”. We have 
an inflation shock that emanates 
from the disruptions caused by a 
pandemic, the policy responses 
to that pandemic and an energy 
shock caused by a war. That war 
in turn is related to the breakdown 
in relations among great powers. 
Slow growth, rising inequality and 
over-reliance on credit have under-
mined political stability in many 
high-income democracies. The 
credit boom led to a great financial 
crisis whose outcome included a 
decade of ultra-low interest rates 
and so even more financial fragility 
worldwide. Adding to these stress-
es is the threat of climate change.’ 
– An excerpt from a recent Finan-
cial Times (FT) published article 
‘How to think about policy in a 
polycrisis’ The world currently 
is the grip of many serious chal-
lenges, mainly in the shape of the 
fast-unfolding existential threat of 
climate change crisis, high infla-
tion, low growth, rising poverty 
and inequality, high level of debt at 
the back of years of cheap money, 
not to mention overly-tight mone-
tary policy contributing to signifi-
cant capital flight from developing 
countries, and in turn, not only 
strengthening the US dollar and 
adding to imported inflation, but 
also raising interest payments. A 
higher interest rate and a stronger 
dollar have not only brought bal-

ance of payments worries to many 
developing countries, but have also 
sparked default in a number of 
countries, for instance, Sri Lanka, 
while creating serious debt servic-
ing worries for many developing 
countries, like Pakistan; where Pa-
kistan has also been facing one of 
the worst climate disasters, in the 
shape of catastrophic floods, which 
not only affected more than three 
million people, but has caused se-
rious damage, estimated at around 
$30 billion. The world is indeed in a 
‘polycrisis’ as for instance renowned 
economist, Adam Tooze pointed out 
in this regard in a recent article ‘Wel-
come to the world of the polycrisis’ 
published by The Financial Times 
(FT) as follows ‘Pandemic, drought, 
floods, mega storms and wildfires, 
threats of a third world war — how 
rapidly we have become inured to 
the list of shocks. …As former US 
Treasury secretary Lawrence Sum-
mers recently remarked: “This is 
the most complex, disparate and 
cross-cutting set of challenges that I 
can remember in the 40 years that I 
have been paying attention to such 
things.”’ Here, it needs to be pointed 
out that while many of the challeng-
es – from climate disasters, to the 
pandemic, to supply chain crisis, to 
inflation and low growth – all have a 
strong imprint of climate change cri-
sis. The recently concluded COP27 
meeting in Egypt, \took a step for-
ward in reaching a consensus on 
forming a loss and damage fund 
to provide financial reparations to 
climate-change-affected countries 

like Pakistan, yet the main source 
of climate change crisis in the shape 
of global warming was not proper-
ly dealt with. In fact, COP27 meet-
ings overall backtracked on the 
commitments of last year’s COP26 
meetings in Glasgow, with regard to 
cutting greenhouse gas emissions in 
a way that global average tempera-
ture could be curtailed below 1.5°C. 
That needs to reverse as soon as 
possible, so that the world returns 
to being on track to reach that goal. 
The challenge of high debt has also 
become a serious issue, putting a 
number of developing countries at 
risk of default. For this, it is import-
ant to move away from the policy of 
austerity, and instead of pursuing a 
pro-cyclical policy stance, it is im-
portant to move towards a count-
er-cyclical policy. An important 
manifestation of this counter-cycli-
cal policy is to revert from an overly 
tight monetary policy stance, since 
inflation globally has a significant 
supply-side emphasis. This will, in 
turn, lessen the debt repayment bur-
den, and help reduce capital flight, 
and imported inflation component; 
not to mention lower interest rates 
will also help create more fiscal 
space in countries, to in turn follow 
much more freely a non-austerity 
policy, and in turn, make needed cli-
mate, and health-related public and 
private investments, in addition to 
overall providing greater social safe-
ty protections to vulnerable sections 
of the society.

Courtesy Pakistan Today

A world facing multiple crises
— By Dr Omer Javed
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Ayaz Sadiq claims Nawaz Sharif to return in January

Imran sabotaging national interest, says Marriyum

Lahore school students to have three days off in a week

Japan to provide an additional grant  
of $ 38.9m for flood victims 

‘Punjab govt to include three projects  
of Sialkot in ADP’

CEC Raja backs next elections after census

Fawad blames govt for spike in terrorism cases

Largest-ever Pak-Australia parliamentary friendship 
group established at Australian parliament 

LHC disposes of contempt of court case after  
Asad Umer’s categorical apology

Quality education going beyond reach of poor parents

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq 
claims that PML-N supremo Nawaz 
Sharif will return to Pakistan in 
January. The former National As-
sembly speaker told a private TV 
channel that former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif would award party 
tickets to those aspiring to contest 
the polls. Several PML-N leaders 
including Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 

and Rana Sanaullah have previous-
ly claimed that Nawaz would be in 
Pakistan ahead of the next general 
election. Mr Sharif had left for Lon-
don in November 2019 following 
his illness after then premier Imran 
Khan permitted him to go abroad 
for medical treatment. Earlier, in 
2018, the PML-N supreme leader 
was sentenced to seven years in 
prison in the Al-Azizia Steel Mills 
corruption reference, while he was 
also sentenced to 11 years in pris-
on and slapped an £8 million fine 
(Rs1.3 billion) in the Avenfield prop-
erties reference. Subsequently, in 
2019, the Lahore High Court (LHC) 
suspended his sentence and allowed 
Mr Sharif to go abroad for medical 
treatment. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said on Wednes-
day Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan was playing 
with the national interest and doing 
politics on Kashmir. In a statement, 
Ms Aurangzeb said the AJK prime 
minister, on the instigation of Im-
ran Khan, had committed a sad act 
at the Mangla Dam refurbishment 
project ceremony and deliberate-
ly interfered during the speech of 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. She 

said it was not appropriate to use 
the Kashmir issue in such a manner 
for personal, party or political inter-
ests. The minister said the premier 
had strongly represented the aspi-
rations of Kashmiri people at every 
international and regional forum 
including the UN General Assembly 
(UNGA) and the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO). Pakistan 
was united on the Kashmir dispute 
and there should be no politics on 
this sensitive issue, she stressed. 
(Agencies)

LAHORE: All schools in Lahore will 
remain closed on Friday and Satur-
day in addition to the weekly off on 
Sunday, the School Education De-
partment said in a notification on 
Wednesday in view of the hazard-
ous level of smog that has choked 
the provincial capital of Punjab. 
“Chief Executive Officer, Lahore 
and the concerned Heads shall man-
age the distribution of homework 

to the students during the closure 
of schools,” School Education Sec-
retary Waqas Ali Mahmood said in 
the official handout. All public and 
private schools in the district will 
remain closed until further notice. 
The development comes a day after 
the Lahore High Court asked the 
provincial government to notify the 
closure of schools in Lahore for at 
least three days a week. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The government of 
Japan has announced its plan to 
provide grant assistance of $ 38.9 
million to Pakistan as part of Ja-
pan’s supplementary budget to 
deliver life-saving aid to the flood 
victims. The government of Japan 
will support the affected population 
in various social and economic di-
mensions in partnership with WHO, 
UNFPA, FAO, UNDP, UNICEF, WFP, 
UNWOMEN, UNHCR, and IPPF in 
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ba-
lochistan, and Punjab provinces, as 
well as the Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory, said a statement issued here by 
the Embassy of Japan on Wednesday. 
For the total grant assistance of USD 
34.2 million, the proposed areas of 
support include emergency medical 
assistance, food distribution, agricul-
ture and livestock restoration, liveli-
hood recreation, and gender-based 
violence risk mitigation and re-
sponse. To ensure the rapid roll-out 
to reach the most vulnerable, these 

projects will commence in January 
2023. Japan will also provide support 
through JICA, equivalent to USD 
4.7 million, for recovery from the 
floods in health, agriculture, educa-
tion, gender, and resilient disaster 
management, thereby contributing 
to “Build Back Better” in Pakistan, 
the statement added. It is pertinent 
to mention here that Japan provid-
ed USD 7 million as an emergency 
grant to address the immediate im-
pact of the floods in September 2022. 
The government of Japan, with a 
long-standing partnership with Pa-
kistan, stands ready to support the 
people of Pakistan to overcome the 
ongoing humanitarian crisis. The un-
precedented levels of flooding have 
triggered a multi-dimensional hu-
manitarian crisis, leaving the affect-
ed population with increased health 
risks and food insecurity, insecure 
livelihoods, and heightened vulner-
abilities to gender-based violence. 
(APP)

SIALKOT: The Punjab government 
will include important projects like 
surgical city, tanneries zone and new 
industrial estate in Sialkot in the 
annual development programme. 
This was disclosed by Deputy Com-
missioner Abdullah Khurram Niazi 
while addressing the under training 
officers of the 35th mid career man-
agement course here on Wednesday. 
He said the population in four te-
hsils- Sialkot, Daska, Sambrial and 
Pasrur was more than 3.9 million; 70 
percent of the population lives in ru-
ral areas, while 30 percent in urban 
areas. He said there were thousands 

of industrial units of surgical, sports, 
leather, rice in the district. The DC 
said that first private airport of the 
country was running successfully 
and AirSial was operating its flights 
successfully. He said that Iqbal Man-
zil, Sialkot Fort, Imam Sahib Tomb, 
Head Marala, Trinity Church, Shiva-
la Teja Singh temple, Murray Col-
lege, Lock Tower and Gora Jail were 
important places for tourism in the 
district. Abdullah Khurram Niazi 
said the Seerat Study Centre was 
being made more effective to keep 
the new generation aware of Uswa-
e-Hasna. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan 
Raja on Wednesday said that Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
is ready for digital delimitations for 
next general elections in Pakistan. 
Addressing an event in Islamabad, 
he said that delimitations will be 
carried out once the census is timely 
completed and approved by Council 
of Common Interests (CCI). Raja 
said that delimitations require at 

least three to four months to com-
plete. He added that ECP is taking 
all possible measures to bring trans-
parency and assured of improved 
oversight in the next general elec-
tions. The measures will increase 
the confidence of the people in ECP, 
said Sikandar Raja. CEC further 
said that the local government (LG) 
elections in Punjab had been de-
layed due to continuous changes in 
local government laws. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Taking a jibe at 
the “imported” government, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader 
Fawad Chaudhry on Wednesday 
pointed out that there was a 52 per 
cent increase in the cases of terror-
ism in the country. The PTI leader 
re-tweeted a tragic incident that 
happened in Lakki Marwat district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, wherein 
an FC official, along with his young 

son, was killed and the official’s be-
headed body was hung by a tree. Mr 
Chaudhry underlined that the gov-
ernment had failed to control the 
growing incidence of terrorist acts 
and these had gone up to 52pc. He 
also spoke about the deteriorating 
state of economy and governance. 
He urged the government to go for 
snap elections to ensure a stable 
system in the country. (Agencies)

CANBERRA: The largest-ever 
Australia-Pakistan Parliamentary 
Friendship Group with 38 members 
has been established at the 47th 
Parliament of Australia. The group 
comprises members from both the 
Houses of the Australian Parlia-
ment  the Senate and the House of 
Representatives with representation 
from all the Australian states. The 
Parliamentary Friendship Group is 
chaired by Maria Vamvakinou MP 
from the ruling Australian Labor 
Party (ALP), while Rowan Ramsey 
MP from the opposition Liberal Par-
ty is the vice chair. The other mem-
bers of the group include Deputy 
Prime Minister and Defence Min-
ister Richard Marles MP, President 
of the Senate Senator Susan Lines, 
Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives Dugald Milton Dick, MP; 
former foreign minister Senator 
Marise Payne and former Defence 
Minister Senator Linda Reynolds. 
High Commissioner to Australia 
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri in a state-
ment said the establishment of 
Pakistan-Australia Parliamentary 
Friendship Groups highlights the 
significance of friendly and coop-
erative relations between the two 
countries. He said in addition to 
promoting parliamentary coopera-
tion, these groups will also help fur-

ther strengthen bilateral relations 
and expand cooperation in multiple 
areas. Pakistan and Australia have 
maintained friendly and cooperative 
relations since the establishment 
of diplomatic ties between the two 
countries soon after Pakistan gained 
independence in 1947. The bilateral 
cooperation over the past 75 years 
has extended to the areas of politics; 
trade and investment, defence and 
security, science and technology, 
social and economic development, 
education, agriculture, sports, tour-
ism, and the environment. The two 
countries have established multiple 
institutional mechanisms to discuss 
ongoing cooperation and explore 
new avenues of future collabora-
tion. The presence of over 100,000 
strong Pakistani Diaspora in Austra-
lia acts as a strong bridge between 
the two countries and their peoples. 
In Pakistan, both the Senate and the 
National Assembly have separate 
Pakistan-Australia Parliamentary 
Friendship Groups. Senator An-
waar-ul-Haq Kakar is the Convener 
of the Group in the Senate, while 
Speaker of the National Assembly 
Raja Pervez Ashraf, MNA is the 
President and Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb, MNA is the Convener. 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Lahore High 
Court (LHC) Rawalpindi Bench on 
Wednesday disposed of the con-
tempt of court case against Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Asad 
Umer after his unconditional apolo-
gy. During the hearing, Asad Umer 
appeared before the Court head-
ed by Justice Jawad Ul Hassan of 
the LHC’s Rawalpindi bench along 
with his lawyer, Advocate Faisal 
Chaudary. PTI leader apologized to 
the Court for his remarks in the pub-
lic meeting in Rawalpindi and said 

that” We respect the Judiciary and 
will keep on respecting it. He added 
that he had no intention to target any 
Judge or Judiciary. In his statement, 
the Justice remarked that the Court 
has the videos of his speech, adding 
the matter was not of the contempt 
of court but the allegations against 
institutions and their representa-
tives. The Justice also told the PTI 
leader that Article 50 of the Consti-
tution allows the right to movement 
and Article 60 right to democracy but 
not a criticism of institutions. (APP)

QUETTA: Rapid population growth 
and dwindling education facilities 
in the public sector provided ample 
room for the growth of private-sector 
educational institutions during the 
last three decades. On-the-ground 
infrastructure of educational institu-
tions in the country was quite suffi-
cient to meet the needs of students 
during the 1980s when the country’s 
population was around 84.253 mil-
lion (1981 census). But, it grew to 

around 132.352 million in 1998 and 
207.68 million as per the 2017-18 
census exerting extreme pressure 
on public sector institutions. In the 
1980s, a small number of students 
used to study at private schools but 
the coming years witnessed a mush-
room growth of the private sector 
making it a lucrative business in 
wake of the increasing population, 
and many major chains surfaced on 
the horizon. (Agencies)

Leopard found dead  
in Islamabad’s hills

Poultry meat price reaches 
highest ever in Hazara

Dacoit gang busted

ISLAMABAD: A leopard was found 
dead in Islamabad’s Margalla hills 
on Wednesday morning. Initial re-
ports claimed that the leopard was 
killed by hunters two days ago. 
However, wildlife officials said that 
there was no evidence to show that 
the leopard had been hunted. Au-
thorities took the leopard’s body 
into custody and shifted it to the 
wildlife center. The cause of death 
will be ascertained by a postmor-
tem examination. Wildlife officials 
did confirm that there is no mark 
of injury on the leopard’s body. 
Leopard sightings are common in 
the Margalla Hills National Park, 
with the predators occassionally 
finding their way into settlements 
as well. Just last month, five leop-
ards entered Saidpur village at the 
foot of the hills. Authorities say 
that leopards can move within a 
few miles of their home in search 
of food but are unlikely to attack 
humans. (Agencies)

ABBOTTABAD: Poultry Farmers 
of Hazara division Wednesday de-
manded the government to clear 
the Soybean shipment immediately 
as the price of chicken and its meat 
has reached highest ever in the re-
gion due to increased poultry feed 
prices. According to the demand 
for farm services, the price of poul-
try feed bags has increased by 
Rs.1,000 and there is no substitute 
for Soybean based poultry feed. 
The farmers of the Hazara division 
have given up the production of the 
new breed of chicks in their farms 
owing to heavy prices of feed if the 
situation persists then within the 
coming two months broiler chick-
en meat will not be available in the 
market. The price of broiler chick-
en meat has started increasing in 
different cities of the country. The 
shopkeepers said that chickens are 
being supplied at high prices from 
the poultry farmer due to which the 
prices have increased. 
In recent weeks, the price of chick-
en in Pakistan has seen a huge 
increase, the price of chicken has 
reached six to seven hundred ru-
pees per kg. 
While the weekly price review by 
the Statistics department has stat-
ed that the prices of chicken and 
soybean seeds have increased in 
the country. 
The farmers have demanded from 
the Federal government to take 
immediate notice of the grave con-
cerns of the poultry sector and 
clear the shipment of soybean seed 
that has been stuck at Karachi port 
to end the poultry crisis. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawal-
pindi Police have busted a dacoit 
gang and arrested its three mem-
bers besides recovering mobile 
phones, tablet, Rs 35,000 and oth-
er items from their possession. 
According to a police spokesman, 
Dhamial police arrested three ac-
cused who were wanted in various 
cases. He informed that the police 
team constituted under the supervi-
sion of SHO Dhamial Police Station 
on the directives of SP Saddar Mu-
hammad Nabeel Khokhar conduct-
ed a raid and managed to net the 
gang members namely Yasir, Fawad 
and Owais. As per the preliminary 
police record, the criminals were 
also involved in other crimes, he 
added. (APP)

SC judge Ayesha Malik makes it to world’s 100 inspiring women
ISLAMABAD: Justice Ayesha Ma-
lik, the first woman judge of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan, has 
been named in the BBC’s list of 100 
inspiring and influential women 
from around the world for 2022. In 
January last, Justice Ayesha Malik 
took her oath and formally became 
the country s first woman judge to 
make it to the top court. The list in-
cludes women from various parts of 
the world, who have played a key 
role in politics, education, activism, 
advocacy, health, science, sports 

and culture. From Pakistan, Justice 
Malik is the only woman who has 
been named in the 10th edition of 
the BBC’s 100 Women. “Appointed 
this year as the first female judge of 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan, Jus-
tice Ayesha A. Malik has authored 
judgments protecting the rights of 
women,” the BBC wrote in her brief 
introduction. “This includes her 
landmark judgment which banned 
the so-called two-finger test of rape 
victims. These ‘virginity tests’ used 
to be performed during the exam-

inations of sexual assault cases until 
they were outlawed in 2021.” Along-
side her role in the Supreme Court, 
Ms Malik also conducts training for 
judges around the world and has in-
augurated conferences for women 
judges in Pakistan, encouraging the 
debate on the gender perspective in 
the justice system and other issues. 
“Women must build a new narrative 
-- one that includes their perspec-
tive, shares their experience, and 
includes their stories,” Justice Malik 
is quoted as having said. (Agencies)

Arslan inaugurates people’s bus service in Sukkur
SUKKUR: Ex Mayor Sukkur, Bar-
rister Arslan Sheikh on Wednesday 
inaugurated here the People’s Bus 
Service. Talking to the media af-
ter inaugurating the bus service in 
front of the Press Club Sukkur, he 
informed that the service would 
charge a nominal fare from the pas-
sengers. He said the people of Suk-
kur can travel by bus for free during 
the first three days after the inaugu-

ration, Arslan announced. He urged 
the people to consider those buses 
as their own property and to protect 
those vehicles as they protect their 
own vehicles because the govern-
ment had offered that transport fa-
cility to the public from their own 
taxes. He said the service was a gift 
for the people of Sukkur from the 
leadership of the Pakistan People’s 
Party. (APP)
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393 candidates pass 
CSS exam 

Father, two sons killed 
over cricket pitch issue

Kohat police establish 
complaint cell 

ACE holds an  
open court 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Public Service 
Commission has announced results of 
Central Superior Services (CSS) Com-
petitive Examination 2022, and a total 
of 393 out of 20,262 appeared candi-
dates passed the examination. A total 
of 32,059 candidates applied to appear 
in the exams, but 20,262 candidates 
appeared in it. A total of 393 candi-
dates passed the examination and the 
overall passing percentage was 1.94. 
The result of rejected candidates shall 
remain withheld as per Rule 16 (6) of 
CSS Competitive Examination Rules, 
2019. According to the press note, the 
result of the remaining candidates 
who could not pass may be checked 
at FSPC’s website www.fpsc.gov.
pk. Candidates who have passed the 
written examination will be intimated 
about the schedule of medical exam-
ination, psychological assessment and 
viva voce. However, they are advised 
to stay informed by visiting FPSC web-
site regularly. (APP)

SWABI: A father and his two sons 
were shot dead in front of their house 
in Naya Barh Mohalla in Kalabat area 
over a petty issue. According to an 
FIR registered at Topi police station 
on Wednesday, Hidayat Ullah told 
police that his brother, Qaisar had a 
verbal clash with the accused named 
Haroon, son of Muhammad Bahadur 
and Usama, son of Muhammad Zahir 
over the pitch of a cricket ground. He 
said the accused entered their house 
during night hours and started in-
discriminate firing, killing his father 
Muhammad Iqbal (60) and his broth-
ers Ansar (30) and Qaisar (26) on the 
scene. He said he and his nephew, 
Abu Bakar narrowly escaped the bul-
lets in the incident. The assailants, he 
said, managed to flee the scene after 
the killing spree. (APP)

KOHAT: A complaint cell has been 
established at the DPO office Kohat 
through which the general public 
would be able to register their com-
plaints from homes through SMS on 
mobile phone number 03324950643. 
Kohat police spokesman said if 
someone has information regarding 
crimes, drug peddling, land mafia, 
usury, gambling, or any other crim-
inal activity, a complaint could be 
registered through the SMS at the 
mentioned number. 
The complaint cell, he said, would 
enable the police concerned to take 
prompt action against the criminals. 
The SMS would also be forwarded to 
the DPO Kohat for information, he 
added. (APP)

SARGODHA: Anti-Corruption Estab-
lishment (ACE) Sargodha, Regional 
Director Asma Ejaz Cheema held an 
open court here on Thursday at his of-
fice. She listened to the complaints of 
people and issued orders on the spot 
for their redress. She directed officers 
concerned to complete the inquiries 
timely and file cases against corrupt 
elements. She said that stern legal 
action would be initiated against the 
officials involved in corruption.”Steps 
were underway to transform society 
corruption free”,the Regional Director 
maintained. (APP)

The US government continues to assist Pakistan  
in the fight against COVID-19-related illnesses

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. government, 
through the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), donated 
$7.5 million worth of medical oxygen 
supplies to the Ministry of National 
Health Services, Regulations and Co-
ordination. The support will also pro-
vide training to 163 hospitals through-
out Pakistan to increase their capability 
to treat patients suffering from severe 
COVID-19 and other lung conditions. 
This U.S. government support was re-
ceived by the Federal Health Minister, 
Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel, in a ceremony 
at the Ministry of National Health Ser-
vices in Islamabad. In his remarks, Mr. 
Patel said, “We are thankful to the U.S. 
government for their continued sup-

port during COVID-19 and especially 
during the recent floods.” He also ex-
pressed that these efforts reflect the 
strong bilateral relations between the 
two countries. Addressing the Minis-
try of Health officials at the ceremony, 
Ambassador Donald Blome remarked, 
“Today’s donation is not just about 
COVID-19. It is an investment into Pa-
kistan’s long-term health system. This 
assistance  – that started at the very 
outset of COVID, continued through-
out the pandemic, and is now address-
ing the lasting effects of the floods 
on health – is a prime example of the 
long history of U. S. assistance to Pa-
kistan. The United States were there 
at the beginning, and we will continue 

to find ways to support Pakistan as it 
recovers and rebuilds from disasters – 
whether that is a global pandemic like 
COVID-19 or a flooding disaster like 
Pakistan has just experienced.” The 
U.S. government donation provides 
thousands of essential supplies and 
equipment for oxygen therapy that the 
Ministry of Health requested. The U.S. 
government will also develop a web-
based information system that will 
allow real-time surveillance of patient 
oxygen levels, as well as strengthen 
Pakistan’s medical oxygen systems, 
while technical assistance provided 
will train public-sector staff working 
at intensive-care units on how to effec-
tively use the equipment. (APP)

Passenger wagon looted during fog

World human rights day to be marked on Dec10

FAISALABAD: Three armed rob-
bers looted a passenger wagon 
during dense fog here early morn-
ing in the limits of Saddar Jaran-
wala police station. Police said on 
Wednesday that a passenger wagon 
was on its way from Buchiana to 
Faisalabad when three armed ban-

dits riding on motorcycles inter-
cepted it near Chappar Shah Stop. 
They looted cash, mobile phones, 
gold jewelry and other valuable 
items from the vehicle riders and 
escaped from the scene. Police reg-
istered a case and started investiga-
tion. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: World Human Rights 
Day will be marked on December 10 
(Saturday) across the globe includ-
ing Pakistan. It includes the right 
to live, right to health, education, 
freedom of speech and thoughts, 
and equal rights. Some groups or-
ganize protests on Human Rights 
Day to alert people of circumstances 
in parts of the world where human 

rights are not recognized or respect-
ed, or where these rights are not 
considered to be important. Cultural 
events and photo exhibitions are also 
held to inform people, especially to-
day’s youth, of their rights and why 
it’s important to hold on to them. 
The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was drafted between January 
1947 and December 1948. (APP)

LB election campaign peacefully ends

Over 3,500 applications for net-metering  
pending in DISCOs

Zero tolerance policy to be adopted  
in combating smog: Abbas Ali Shah

Philanthropists, NGOs asked to shore up  
Zamung Kor center

NH& MP conducts exercises to enhance  
capacity of officials, jawans

Comprehensive policies must for promoting 
inclusiveness of PWDs: Samina Alvi

US donates $7.5 mln worth medical oxygen  
supplies to Pakistan

Finland embassy celebrates 105th Independence day

Rs 520m approved for Nishtar hospital  
to procure medicines

MIRPUR: The election campaign by 
eligible political parties and inde-
pendent candidates for scheduled 
December 08 Local Bodies elections 
in Mirpur Division peacefully ended 
at mid of Dec. 6th and 7th. The AJK 
LB polls in 3rd and last phase are be-
ing held on December 08 Thursday 
in a free, fair and peaceful manner 
under the auspices of AJK Election 

Commission with the coordination 
of AJK judiciary and local civil ad-
ministration. The candidates as well 
as the political parties had been di-
rected to strictly follow the code of 
conduct issued by the AJK Election 
Commission by bringing their elec-
tion campaign to complete end at 
midnight of 6th and 7th December 
2022. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: As many as 3,521 
applications for Net-Metering are 
currently pending in all power dis-
tribution companies (DISCOs). 
These applications were pending in 
various distribution companies in-
cluding Islamabad Electric Supply 
Company, Lahore Electric Supply 
Company, Multan Electric Supply 
Company, Gujranwala Electric Sup-
ply Company, Sukkur and Hyder-
abad Electric Supply companies and 
Peshawar Electric Supply Company. 
According to official of Power Divi-
sion, all net metering applications 
are being facilitated as per Nation-
al Electric Power Regulatory Au-
thority (NEPRA’s) regulations and 

Alternative Energy Development 
board (AEDB) guidelines which are 
already included in the standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs) of DIS-
COs. Power Division has also issued 
instructions to all DISCOs for timely 
processing of Net-Metering appli-
cations. Net metering connections 
are installed within the specified 
time period and no such delays or 
hurdles are created by DISCO. A 
dedicated team of Market Imple-
mentation & Regulatory Affairs De-
partment (MIRAD)/ concerned Su-
perintending Engineer are closely 
monitoring the whole process of net 
metering connections in all DISCOs 
for timely execution. (APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Forest Minister 
Syed Abbas Ali Shah on Wednesday 
stressed the need for supporting the 
government in the measures to elim-
inate smog, and every individual had 
to realize his responsibility in pre-
venting the causes of smog. In a press 
statement, he said that strict monitor-
ing should be ensured of those who 
were causing smog in the forests. In 
the context of environmental emer-
gency, he said that all chief conserva-

tors should play a role in smog con-
trol. The Forest Minister said that a 
zero tolerance policy should be adopt-
ed to combat smog. He ordered that 
officers be mobilized in the field to 
intensify anti-smog activities. He said 
that in the environmental emergency, 
the need and importance of forests 
had increased. “We have to get rid of 
smog by ensuring the implementa-
tion of environmental emergencyin 
the province”, he added. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner Tariq 
Mehmood has underlined the need 
for mobilizing philanthropists and 
Non Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) to contribute towards social 
welfare centre, Zamung Kor to ful-
ly pass on its benefits to the down-
trodden segment of society. During 
a visit to the Zamung Kor centre in 
Dera which is aimed at rehabilitat-
ing homeless children and currently 
accommodating 100 from across the 
Dera region, the ADC directed the 
Assistant Director Social Welfare 
to organize a meeting with other 
non-governmental organizations to 
further improve the situation of the 
institution and provide every op-

portunity and facilities to children. 
The visiting dignitary was informed 
that the institute provided a homely 
environment to destitute children 
and looked after their education-
al, health, recreational, nutrition-
al and psychological needs. Tariq 
Mehmood also mixed in with the 
children and reviewed educational 
activities, living environment and 
cleanliness on the premises. Later, 
he was given a tour of the kitchen 
where he checked the food arrange-
ments for the children. He also met 
with the teachers and urged them 
to pay special attention to the edu-
cation and training of the children 
in order to enable them to meet the 
challenges ahead.(APP)

MULTAN: National Highways Motor-
way Police (NH&MP) Multan Khanew-
al sector, have conducted exercises at 
the Mattital police line in order to en-
hance the capacity of the officials and 
jawans. According to details, a three-
day workshop was organized for the 
training of officers and jawans under 
the directions of DIG Motorway Cen-
tral 2 Zone Shahid Javed and Sector 
Commander M4 Atif Ali Chaudhary. 
The objective of the exercise was to 
increase the efficiency of officers and 
jawans on national highways to handle 
the situation in case of any emergency. 
The exercises were conducted under 
the supervision of DSP Qamar Shahzad 
Bhatti. He also gave a briefing about 

the fog campaign issued by the Inspec-
tor General of National Highways and 
Motorway Police. He said that ensuring 
the safety of lives and properties of the 
citizens and the best flow of traffic was 
the prime duty of the motorway police. 
Moreover, he directed officials to get 
the carriageway cleared immediately 
in case of a breakdown of any vehicle 
on the carriageway because a stopped 
vehicle could cause accidents due to 
non-visibility in fog. He said that the 
purpose of these measures of the Na-
tional Highways and Motorway Police 
was to protect the passengers from loss 
of life and property by making the na-
tional highways safe and comfortable 
for the citizens. (APP)

KARACHI: First Lady Samina Arif 
Alvi, on Wednesday, stressed on 
comprehensive measures at every 
level for promoting inclusiveness of 
Persons With Disabilities (PWDs) in 
all spheres of the society. She was 
addressing opening ceremony of 
Special Children’s Sports Gala and 
Scouting event organised by Insti-
tute of Holistic Rehabilitation and 
Inclusion (IHRI) in collaboration 
with World Memon Organisation 
at a local school. Samina Arif Alvi 
said that it was vital for sustainable 
development of the country that in-
clusiveness must be promoted and 
participation of differently abled 
persons be ensured in all social, 
economic and political activities as 
over 10 percent of the population of 
Pakistan was facing disability in dif-

ferent forms or manifestations. The 
first and foremost challenge that 
needed to be addressed was public 
mindset and common behaviour of 
society towards persons with dis-
abilities that obstructed their growth 
and prospects of career building, 
she noted and urged people to not 
disrespect or ridicule such persons 
but encourage and support their 
participation in educational, social 
and economic activities. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. govern-
ment, through the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (US-
AID), donated $7.5 million worth 
of medical oxygen supplies to the 
Ministry of National Health Ser-
vices, Regulations and Coordina-
tion. The support will also provide 
training to 163 hospitals through-
out Pakistan to increase their ca-
pability to treat patients suffering 
from severe COVID-19 and other 
lung conditions.  This U.S. govern-
ment support was received by the 
Federal Health Minister, Abdul Qa-
dir Patel, in a ceremony at the Min-
istry of National Health Services 
in Islamabad. In his remarks, Patel 
said, “We are thankful to the U.S. 
government for their continued 
support during COVID-19 and es-
pecially during the recent floods.” 
He also expressed that these ef-

forts reflect the strong bilateral re-
lations between the two countries. 
Addressing the Ministry of Health 
officials at the ceremony, Ambas-
sador Donald Blome remarked, 
“Today’s donation is not just about 
COVID-19. It is an investment into 
Pakistan’s long-term health system. 
This assistance – which started at 
the very outset of COVID, contin-
ued throughout the pandemic, and 
is now addressing the lasting ef-
fects of the floods on health – is a 
prime example of the long history 
of U.S. assistance to Pakistan. The 
United States was there at the be-
ginning, and we will continue to 
find ways to support Pakistan as it 
recovers and rebuilds from disas-
ters – whether that is a global pan-
demic like COVID-19 or a flooding 
disaster like Pakistan has just expe-
rienced.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Finland&nbsp; Em-
bassy on the occasion of its 105th 
National Day, the anniversary of 
the country’s Independence has re-
sumed its embassy function in Pa-
kistan after a ten-year closure gap. 
Ambassador to Pakistan Hannu Ri-
patti has announced this while ad-
dressing the cake-cutting ceremony 
organized by the embassy to mark 
Finland’s Independence Day, here 
at a local hotel. During the open-
ing remarks, Ambassador said that 
the reopening of the embassy was 
a good omen for both countries 
which would further bring the two 
countries close in different fields 
including trade investment culture, 
and many others that would cause 
strengthening relations between 
the two nations. The envoy said 

that his country was eager to work 
again with Pakistan in diverse ar-
eas of mutual interests. He said we 
were looking forward to continuing 
our collaboration on shared priori-
ties addressing the challenges and 
reaffirming our commitment to hu-
man rights. “Our partnership will 
grow stronger as we deliver results 
for our people and strengthen our 
democracies to meet the challenges 
of the years to come”. (APP)

MULTAN: Punjab Minister for 
Health Dr Yasmin Rashid on 
Wednesday said that Rs 520 million 
in funds had been approved to meet 
the shortage of medicines in Nishtar 
hospital.� The provincial minister 
expressed these views while talking 
to media persons after presiding 
over syndicate meeting of Nishtar 
Medical University here and added 
that supplementary grant was be-
ing given to the hospital to procure 
the medicines for hospital. She said 
that mega health projects were 

near completion across the prov-
ince and added that emergency and 
OPD of Nishtar-II hospital would 
be made functional by March next 
year which would facilitate the pa-
tients from across the region. She 
stated that a trauma centre would 
also be set up there soon. Likewise, 
cardiology hospital in DG Khan 
would be functional soon, mother 
and childcare hospital in Multan 
and Layyah, hospital in Mianwali 
and other similar projects were also 
near completion. (APP)
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India may cut gold 
import tax

Rupee in downward  
for third consecutive day

NEW DELHI: India is considering re-
versing its recently hiked import tax 
on gold to stop illegal inflows of the 
metal, Bloomberg reported on Mon-
day citing sources. According to the 
report, the trade ministry is consid-
ering cutting the current 12.5% levy 
to 10%. The step could be announced 
at the budget presentation due early 
next year, or sooner, the sources said. 
India hiked the tariff on gold imports 
from the previous 7.5% in July. The 
measure was aimed to reduce in-
flows of the metal to stabilize the 
Indian currency. The rupee suffered 
a record drop at the time on high 
inflation and trade imbalances. Fol-
lowing the hike, India’s gold imports 
dropped 23% in July-September 
year-on-year, according to data from 
the World Gold Council. (Agencies)

Pakistan’s rupee suffered another 
loss of 39 paisas to trade at Rs224.50 
on Wednesday against the restive US 
dollar during trading in the inter-
bank market. On Tuesday afternoon, 
the value of rupee slid by 0.09% from 
Rs223.91 to Rs224.11 during inter-
bank trading. However, this depre-
ciation in the rate of rupee came on 
the back of the delay in formal talks 
by the global financial institution, In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF), on 
the overdue ninth review. Earlier on 
Monday, the figures released by the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) showed 
the value of rupee shedding Rs0.22 
from Rs223.69 to Rs223.91 during in-
terbank trading. Meanwhile, the spot 
rate of rupee had remained stable on 
last Thursday and Friday at Rs223.69 
in the interbank currency market. 
(Agencies)

China trade shrinks amid virus pressure, interest rate hikes

G7 makes new US$15bil offer to Vietnam to cut coal use

Hungary raises alarm over ‘critical’ fuel supply

IMF programme: Govt remains committed, Dar tells Nong

BEIJING: China’s imports and ex-
ports shrank in November under 
pressure from weakening global 
demand and anti-virus controls 
at home. Exports sank 9% from a 
year ago to $296.1 billion, worsen-
ing from October’s 0.9% decline, 
customs data showed Wednesday. 
Imports fell 10.9% to $226.2 billion, 
down from the previous month’s 
0.7% retreat in a sign of a deepening 
Chinese economic slowdown. The 
country’s global trade surplus nar-

rowed by 2.5% from a year earlier to 
$69.9 billion. Trade had been fore-
cast to weaken as global demand 
cooled following interest rate hikes 
by the Federal Reserve and central 
banks in Europe and Asia to rein in 
surging inflation. Chinese consum-
er demand has been hurt by a “ze-
ro-COVID” strategy that shuts down 
large sections of cities to contain 
virus outbreaks. That has disrupted 
business and confined millions of 
people to their homes for weeks at a 

time. Consumer spending contract-
ed in October and factory activity 
weakened as anti-virus controls fol-
lowing a rise in infections weighed 
on the economy. Retail sales sank 
0.5% compared with a year earlier, 
down from September’s 2.5% ex-
pansion, as millions of people were 
confined to their homes, govern-
ment data showed Tuesday. Growth 
in factory output decelerated to 5% 
from the previous month’s 6.3%. 
(Agencies)

HANOI: The Group of Seven (G7) 
industrialised nations has made a 
new US$15 billion offer to Vietnam 
to agree during a summit next week 
on funding to speed up its transition 
away from coal, three people famil-
iar with the talks told Reuters. Viet-
nam, which is among the world’s 
top 20 coal users, was initially slated 
to sign up for the so-called just en-
ergy transition partnership with G7 
nations at a global COP27 climate 
summit in November, but high-level 

talks broke off before the meeting. 
To persuade Vietnam to back the 
offer, Western negotiators led by the 
European Union and Britain have 
proposed a bigger financial pack-
age, which includes US$7.5 billion 

made up almost exclusively of loans 
from the public sector and the same 
amount in pledges from the private 
sector, the sources said. All three 
Western officials, who declined to 
be named because talks were con-
fidential, said it would be the final 
offer from the G7 before a summit 
of European Union and Southeast 
Asian nations in Brussels on Dec 14, 
which EU officials have repeatedly 
indicated as the new target date for 
a deal. (Agencies)

BUDAPEST: The fuel supply situ-
ation in Hungary is “critical,” with 
people queuing up at filling stations 
across the country due to a sharp 
surge in demand, the country’s oil 
and gas group MOL announced 
on Tuesday. In an email statement, 
Gyorgy Bacsa, the company’s man-
aging director, said that “panic-buy-
ing has started causing shortages” 
and that the only solution was to cre-
ate conditions for increased imports. 
On Monday, MOL reported a short-
age of fuel inventories across its en-
tire network of filling stations after 

many people began stockpiling over 
the weekend. The company said that 
a lack of fuel was caused primarily 
by insufficient imports and a halt of 
the country’s major refinery due to 
maintenance. MOL added that it was 
trying to deliver more products from 

its processing plant in Slovakia but 
had “reached the limits of its logis-
tical capacities.” Earlier, a non-gov-
ernmental organization called the 
‘Association of Independent Petrol 
Stations’ reported that MOL had 
not supplied gasoline or diesel fuel 
to some petrol stations for the third 
week straight due to supply prob-
lems. On Tuesday, Bacsa confirmed 
to radio Kossuth that “the total ca-
pacity of MOL is not enough to meet 
the needs of the Hungarian market,” 
adding that about 30% more fuel 
needs to be imported. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is commit-
ted to completing the International 
Monetary Fund programme while 
meeting external debt repayments 
on time, the finance minister said 
on Tuesday during a meeting with 
the ambassador of its top bilateral 
lender China. An IMF review for 
the release of its next tranche of 
funding has been pending since 
September, leaving Pakistan in dire 
need of external financing. Finance 
minister, Ishaq Dar, last week told 
local television that all targets for 

the IMF’s ninth review had been 
completed, and said the IMF was 
“behaving abnormally” by not com-
pleting the review. “The Finance 
Minister ... apprised the Chinese 
Ambassador that the Government 
remains committed to completing 
the IMF program while meeting all 
external debt repayments on time,” 
finance ministry said in a statement. 
In a separate statement on Tues-
day, the finance ministry said the 
IMF programme had come “back 
on track” and negotiations for the 

ninth review were at an advanced 
state. Pakistan had secured a $6 
billion bailout in 2019 under an Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF), which 
was topped up with another $1 bil-
lion earlier this year. In his meeting 
with the Chinese Ambassador, Dar 
added that Pakistan’s government 
had a “realistic plan” for dealing 
with spending required to rehabil-
itate areas affected by devastating 
flooding a few months ago. Officials 
have estimated damage from floods 
at $40 billion. (Agencies)

Belgian Christmas tree growers grapple 
with price spikes

Hitachi to hire 30,000 tech workers, defying 
global wave of layoffs

Australia fines Uber US$14 million  
for misleading on fares and cancellation fees

Oil opens mixed as economic fears pressure prices

Airbus drops 2022 delivery forecast, softens output goal

BuzzFeed cuts 12% of staff citing  
worsening econ conditions 

Arabica coffee climbs buoyed by slow producer selling

LIBIN: Christmas tree producers in 
Belgium are struggling for seasonal 
cheer as they wrestle with the im-
pact of high energy costs and infla-
tion fuelled by the war in Ukraine. 
“We are suffering from the rise in 
the price of fuel, fertiliser and all 
the by-products of plastics,” lament-
ed Gerald de Wouters, manager at 
leading tree grower Greencap, a he 
stood in the early-morning Decem-
ber fog. Around him, workers at a 
vast plantation in southern Belgium 
were busily felling conifers destined 
to decorate living rooms around Eu-
rope. But this year Santa Claus is 
set to put his presents under a more 
expensive tree as Europe grapples 
with economic upheaval. Pallets, 
packaging and labour: costs have 

gone up across the board more than 
nine months after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin invaded his neigh-
bour. Annual inflation in Belgian 
is expected to be 9.5 percent for 
2022 and wages rise automatically 
in line with price increases under 
the country’s legislation. “The cost 
of producing a tree has risen by 20 
percent,” de Wouters told AFP, as 
he kept a close eye on his teams. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Hitachi plans to hire 30,000 
people skilled in the field of digital 
transformation over the next three 
years, a sharp contrast from US in-
formation technology giants such as 
Twitter and Meta which are cutting 
their workforce. The Japanese indus-
trial group regards promoting digi-
tal solutions as the “No 1 priority”, 
President and CEO Keiji Kojima said, 
stressing the importance of investing 
in skilled staff for digital transforma-
tion. “Although the world’s economic 
difficulties continue, new growth will 

arrive when we overcome the cur-
rent situation,” he said. The company 
stands out as Amazon reportedly has 
cut around 10,000 employees while 
Facebook parent Meta announced 
11,000 job cuts recently and Twitter 
has slashed 50% of its workforce. 
Hitachi intends to raise its digital 
transformation staff on a consolidat-
ed basis to 98,000 by March 2025, up 
31,000 from the end of fiscal 2021. 
The company set aside ¥500 billion 
(US$3.69 billion) for strategic invest-
ment, primarily in the digital field, 
over the coming three years. Glob-
alLogic, a US software developer 
Hitachi acquired last year, bought a 
Romanian peer in November to bring 
1,100 new workers into the group. 
Hitachi will continue acquisitions to 
accelerate its hiring. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: An Australian court fined 
Uber Technologies Inc A$21 million 
(US$14 million) on Wednesday for 
threatening cancellation fees it nev-
er charged and overstating fare es-
timates on some rides. The penalty 
was less than a regulator wanted. The 
Australian arm of the US ride-shar-
ing app maker broke consumer law 
by misleading customers with warn-
ings they would be charged for can-
celling some rides from 2017 to 2021 
and by using an inaccurate software 
algorithm to estimate fares for a taxi 
service it offered until August 2020, 
the Federal Court ruled. By supplying 
inaccurate information on its smart-
phone app, Uber “would be expected 
to lead a proportion of consumers to 
alter their decision and not proceed 
with the cancellation and perhaps 
deter future cancellations”, while 

“suppressing demand” for the taxi 
service, said judge Michael Hugh 
O’Bryan in a written ruling. The Aus-
tralian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC), which brought 
the case against Uber, and the tech 
firm had already agreed on a fine of 
A$26 million, but O’Bryan told the 
court the evidence provided by both 
sides was “grossly inadequate”, leav-
ing him to speculate on the harm to 
consumers. The evidence supplied 
suggested less than 0.5% of Uber 
customers had gone ahead with a 
trip due to concern about cancella-
tion fees. The UberTaxi algorithm 
overshot the fare estimate 89% of 
the time, but less than 1% of total 
Uber rides used that service, the 
judge said. Representatives of Uber 
and the ACCC were not immediately 
available for comment. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Oil prices were mixed 
in early Asian trade on Wednesday 
after falling to their lowest settle-
ment levels this year as economic 
uncertainty and the prospect of high-
er interest rates pressured prices. 
Brent crude futures rose 17 cents, 
or 0.2%, at 0107 GMT to US$79.52 a 
barrel. Last session the benchmark 
fell below US$80 for the second time 
in 2022. US crude futures fell three 
cents to US$74.22 a barrel. Tuesday’s 
slump was the largest daily decline 
in Brent prices since late September, 
which have traded in a US$62 range 
this year. Wall Street benchmarks 

also tumbled on Tuesday on uncer-
tainty around the direction of Feder-
al Reserve rate hikes and further talk 
of a looming recession. These fears 
are sparked by strong economic data 
or hawkish signals from other poli-
cymakers. Data released on Monday 
showing US services industry activi-
ty unexpectedly picked up in Novem-
ber and last week’s robust US pay-
rolls report raised doubts about how 
soon the Fed might ease monetary 
policy. Oil prices have dropped by 
more than 1% for three straight ses-
sions, giving up most of their gains 
for the year. (Agencies)

PARIS: Airbus on Tuesday aban-
doned a numerical forecast for jet 
deliveries and a date for its key pro-
duction goal but maintained financial 
targets as it limped towards the end 
of a year haunted by disruption in fac-
tories and supply chains. The world’s 
largest planemaker said its previous 
target of “around 700” deliveries in 
2022 was now out of reach but that 
it did not expect to fall “materially 
short” of the estimate. Reuters report-
ed on Friday that the target was under 
review after November deliveries had 
fallen short of expectations. Airbus 
also confirmed a Reuters report it had 
delivered a net total of 563 aircraft 
between January and November after 
adjusting for the earlier cancellation 

of two jets caught up in Western sanc-
tions against Russia over the Ukraine 
war. That included 68 in November, 
compared with what suppliers had 
described as an industrial planning 
target of 80. The announcement, 
originally due on Dec 8, was brought 
forward by two days. Jefferies ana-
lyst Chloe Lemarie said in a note to 
investors that she interpreted the new 
comments as pointing to around 680 
potential deliveries in 2022. The deliv-
ery crunch immediately set the stage 
for an uncertain production outlook 
next year. Once closely tied, pro-
duction and deliveries have become 
disconnected since the pandemic hit 
demand and rippled through supply 
chains. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Digital media company 
BuzzFeed is cutting 12% of its work-
force, citing worsening economic 
conditions. The New York company, 
which made the announcement in a 
regulatory filing on Tuesday, did not 
disclose how many workers it was 
letting go. According to the data firm 
FactSet, BuzzFeed has 1,522 employ-
ees, which would mean roughly 180 
of them would be laid off. Advertis-
ers, on which BuzzFeed relies, have 
broadly pulled back spending to ad-
dress rising costs. Spending on ad-
vertising is typically among the most 
elastic items in a company’s budget 
and is often the first place to see cuts. 
“In order for BuzzFeed to weather an 

economic downturn that I believe will 
extend well into 2023, we must adapt, 
invest in our strategy to serve our 
audience best, and readjust our cost 
structure,” Jonah Peretti, co-founder 
and CEO, wrote in a letter to staff. So-
cial media and other companies who 
rely on digital advertising have also 
recently announced layoffs, including 
Facebook parent Meta, Twitter,Snap 
and Gannett. In addition to econom-
ic conditions BuzzFeed on Tuesday 
cited redundancies in its workforce 
related to the integration of Complex 
Networks, a youth entertainment 
company, which it acquired last year 
from Verizon and Hearst for $300 mil-
lion. (Agencies)

LONDON: Arabica coffee futures 
on ICE rose on Tuesday, boosted 
partly by the slow pace of producer 
selling in both Brazil and Colombia, 
while robusta prices were also higher 
as rains in Vietnam led to concerns 
about the quality of the harvest. 
March arabica coffee rose 1.7% to 
$1.6540 per lb by 1548 GMT. Deal-
ers said a strengthening in Brazil’s 
real against the dollar on Tuesday 
could further discourage producer 
selling in the world’s top grower by 
lowering dollar-denominated prices 
in local currency terms. A continued 
rise in exchange stocks, however, 
was expected to keep a lid on prices. 
ICE certified coffee stocks stood at 
637,360 bags on Dec. 5, well above 
a 23-year low of 382,695 bags set 
on Nov. 3. There were 407,935 bags 
pending grading. Colombia produced 
1.06 million 60-kg bags of washed ar-
abica coffee in November, the nation-
al coffee federation said on Monday, 
down 6% from the same month last 
year because of heavy rain. January 
robusta coffee rose 1.4% to $1,925 

a tonne. Dealers said the harvest in 
top robusta producer Vietnam was 
now around 60% complete with some 
quality concerns following recent 
rains. March raw sugar rose 0.1% 
to 19.57 cents per lb. Dealers noted 
recent rains in Centre-South Brazil 
had disrupted the cane harvest while 
there had also been a slow start to 
the harvest in Thailand. March white 
sugar fell 0.35% to $537.20 a tonne. 
French sugar group Tereos reported 
strong first-half results on Tuesday, 
including a net profit and a sharp rise 
in earnings, as high sugar and etha-
nol prices helped offset an increase in 
production costs. (Agencies)
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PRAGUE: Former world number one 
Karolina Pliskova said on her web-
site Tuesday she had rehired Sascha 
Bajin, the German coach she dis-
missed in July this year. The 30-year-
old Czech, who is ranked 31st, was 
coached by compatriot Leos Friedl 
for the rest of the year but slumped 
in the rankings without winning a 
single tournament. “I am returning 
mainly because I still believe I can 
help Karolina with my insights,” Ba-
jin said on Pliskova s website. “In my 
eyes she has proven that she can still 
compete with the best in the world... 
I can t wait to sit in her corner again,” 
he added. Pliskova, who has won 16 
career singles titles, hired Bajin in 
November 2020 and the 38-year-

old German coach helped her to the 
2021 Wimbledon finals. They parted 
ways after Pliskova had crashed out 
of Wimbledon in the second round 
this year. Pliskova has never won a 
Grand Slam title and her last WTA ti-
tle was in Brisbane in January 2020. 
She expects to leave for Australia on 
December 25 and play two tourna-
ments in Adelaide ahead of the Aus-
tralian Open. Before working with 
Pliskova, Bajin had led Naomi Osaka 
to back-to-back Grand Slam wins at 
the US Open in 2018 and the Aus-
tralian Open in 2019. The 2018 WTA 
Coach of the Year has also worked 
with Serena Williams, Kristina Mlad-
enovic and Dayana Yastremska. 
(Agencies)

BERN: Cristiano Ronaldo’s part-
ner Georgina Rodriguez took to 
Instagram following Portugal’s 
match with Switzerland to have a 
dig at manager Fernando Santos 
for benching the striker for the re-
sounding 6-1 victory in Qatar.  Ron-
aldo was dropped for the last-16 
clash after Santos expressed dismay 
with the manner in which Ronaldo 
reacted to being brought off in Por-
tugal’s final group game against 
South Korea. The 37-year-old was 

made to watch on from the dugout 
against the Swiss, as his 21-year-
old replacement Goncalo Ramos 
became the first player to score a 
hat-trick in this edition of the World 
Cup, and the youngest to achieve 
the feat in its knockout phase since 
Pele in a Brazil versus France semi-
final in 1958. Ronaldo eventually en-
tered the game with around 20 min-
utes to spare, as the masses at the 
Lusail Stadium chanted his name. 
(Agencies)

LAUSANNE: The International 
Olympic Committee on Tuesday 
warned that it could stop working 
with Afghanistan ahead of the next 
Olympics in 2024 if women are not 
allowed to play sports under Tali-
ban rule. The IOC said its support 
for Afghanistan’s National Olympic 
Committee will depend on condi-
tions including women being al-
lowed to play sports with “safe and 
inclusive access” and to take part in 
sports administration. Afghanistan’s 
teams for international events must 
include female athletes who live 
in the country and not only those 
based abroad. The IOC board said it 
“expressed its serious concern and 
strongly condemned the latest re-
strictions imposed by the Afghan au-

thorities on women and young girls 
in Afghanistan, which prevent them 
from practicing sport in the coun-
try.” Afghanistan’s participation and 
“the representation, or not, of the 
country” in the next Summer Olym-
pics in Paris in 2024 “will depend 
on the progress made in relation to 
the fundamental issue of safe access 
to sport for women and young girls 
in the country,” the IOC said. It was 
not immediately clear how soon the 
IOC might implement the measures. 
The IOC said it will continue direct 
support for individual athletes from 
Afghanistan who aim to compete 
at the Olympics. Afghanistan had a 
team of four men and one woman at 
the last Summer Olympics in Tokyo. 
(Agencies)

LAUSANNE: The fourth Summer 
Youth Olympic Games has been re-
scheduled for October 31, 2026 in Da-
kar, Senegal the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) said on Monday. 
The first ever Olympics scheduled 
for Africa were supposed to take 
place in 2022 but were delayed due to 
Covid-19 in a decision taken in 2020. 
The Games will run from October 
31 to November 13. “The period was 
proposed factoring in school and uni-

versity times to best suit the athletes´ 
school curriculum, meteorological 
conditions and other international 
sports events and celebrations,” the 
IOC said. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The Vancouver Canucks 
and San Jose Sharks have yet to play 
any serious roles this season. No 
team has won more than three games 
in a row. However, Vancouver has 
shown some positive signs of late and 
the Canucks will look to build on that 
success when they visit the Sharks on 
Wednesday night. Vancouver notched 
up back-to-back home overtime wins 
against the Arizona Coyotes on Sat-
urday and the Montreal Canadiens on 
Monday. The last three wins for the 
Canucks have come in five minutes 
of overtime. The Canucks fell 4-0 to 

Montreal before rallying 13 seconds 
into overtime to win 7-6. “At the end 
of the day I don’t care how we did it, 
we did it,” said Vancouver forward Bo 
Horvat. “Of course it wasn’t nice. We 
made it pretty difficult for ourselves, 
but we showed a lot of resilience 
(Monday) night. It was fun.” The 
Sharks, meanwhile, have lost three 
times in a row and six out of seven 
(1-5-1). San Jose suffers a 6-3 loss to 
the Buffalo Sabers on Sunday to com-
plete a 3-1 road trip. Sharks coach 
David Quinn wasn’t exactly kind with 
his post-game assessment. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Denmark’s Viktor 
Axelsen and Japan’s Akane Yama-
guchi were named male and female 
player of the year respectively by the 
Badminton World Federation (BWF) 
here yesterday. Olympic and world 
champion Axelsen and women’s 
world champion Yamaguchi were 
crowned the best players of 2022 in 
an awards ceremony, held in conjunc-
tion with the HSBC BWF World Tour 
Finals, to recognise the best players of 
the 2021/2022 season. China’s mixed 
doubles pair Zheng Siwei-Huang Ya-
qiong were named the best pair of the 
year. Meanwhile, men’s singles young 
player Kodai Naraoka of Japan won 
the Eddy Choong Most Promising 
Player of the Year Award, while Fa-

jar Alfian/Muhammad Rian Ardianto 
from Indonesia were honoured as the 
most improved players of the year. In 
para badminton, Daiki Kajiwara of 
Japan (wheelchair 2) won the Male 
Para Badminton Player of the Year 
Award while World Champion in the 
Women’s Singles SU5 category at the 
2022 Para Badminton World. (Agen-
cies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: What you are working on 
may be of mega importance to you per-
sonally but don’t push too hard. The 
approaching full moon gives advance 
notification that you may need to give 
yourself some much-needed breathing 
space over the next few days.
– TAURUS: You have been way too se-
rious of late, so do something exciting 
today, something that challenges you 
to have fun. Not everyone will approve 
of what you are up to, of course, but 
there is no reason why that should 
worry you in the slightest.
– GEMINI: Try not to go overboard 
about something that nine times out 
of ten you would not even notice, nev-
er mind get upset about. Also, when 
it comes to financial matters, don’t be 
afraid to cut your losses. On this oc-
casion, making a profit may not be 
possible.
– CANCER: If you feel the need to let 
off steam over the next two or three 
days then find ways you can do so that 
won’t annoy other people. It’s not their 
fault you are feeling a bit on edge. Try 
doing something of a sporting or phys-
ical nature.
– LEO: There is no point taking any-
thing too seriously today, especially on 
the work front where upheavals of one 
sort or another are to be expected. You 
are dealing with forces that are too big 

to control or to change, so accept the 
situation with a smile.
– VIRGO: You like to think you are al-
ways logical in your thinking but the 
approaching full moon is making it 
difficult for you to keep your head to-
gether. Keep telling yourself that what-
ever appears to be going wrong in the 
world it’s really not that important.
– LIBRA: You may be tempted to swap 
what you have for something that 
looks more attractive but the planets 
warn that the grass is no greener on 
the other side of the fence. Maybe you 
should try looking inside yourself for 
the cause of your dissatisfaction.
– SCORPIO: You may sympathize with 
a friend’s situation but it is not up to 
you to put things right for them. They 
need to find their own solutions to the 
problems they are facing, so keep your 
distance – unless, of course, things get 
really out of hand.
– SAGITTARIUS: If you don’t get on 
with a certain individual that’s fine. 
You are under no obligation to like 
them, or even to work with them if it 
can be avoided. But if it can’t be avoid-
ed, make an effort to stay on good 
terms today, professionally at least.
– CAPRICORN: Some people will say 
you have been lucky and that you do 
not deserve all the good things now 
coming your way but that’s nonsense. 
It is your hugely positive nature that 
has attracted those things to you. Give 
negative thinking, and negative peo-
ple, a miss.
– ACQUARIUS: It may be tempting 
to get angry with someone who has 
offended you but is it really worth the 
effort? Probably not. Close your eyes 
and ears to them – in fact pretend they 
do not exist – and focus on doing what 
makes you happy. That’s your revenge.
– PISCES: You must let the people you 
work for know that you will never ac-
cept less than you are worth, and that 
if they are unwilling to pay it then you 
will happily go elsewhere. With your 
many and varied talents you won’t be 
lacking in options.
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PAF Wwhite win  
31st CAS Challenge  

Cup Polo Tournament 

PBCC to take up visa  
denial matter for 

blind T20 WC in WBC 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) White displayed a standout per-
formance to seal the 31st Chief of the 
Air Staff (CAS) Challenge Cup Polo 
Tournament, defeating PAF Blue in 
an exciting final at the lush green Is-
lamabad Polo Club on Tuesday. PAF 
White outshone PAF Blue with 5-1/2 to 
5 goals. Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, 
who was the chief guest on the occa-
sion, gave away prizes to the players 
and awarded CAS Challenge Polo Cup 
Trophy to the winning team. The Air 
Chief congratulated the winners and 
appreciated the club management for 
the successful conduct of the event. He 
also emphasized the significance of 
sports for the improvement of psycho-
motor skills and physical health of the 
youth. PAF Sports Control Committee 
in collaboration with Islamabad Polo 
Club management organized the 31st 
Chief of the Air Staff Challenge Cup 
Polo Tournament 2022. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Blind 
cricket Council (PBCC) would be 
taking up the matter of denial of 
visas to Pakistan team for partici-
pation in T20 World Cup Cricket 
of the Blind with the World Blind 
Cricket (WBC) body to take stern 
action against India. PBCC with 
sheer disappointment informed 
that the Pakistan team has been de-
nied visas by India to feature in the 
T20 World Cup Cricket of the Blind 
which was scheduled to be held 
from December 5 to 17. “This un-
fortunate incident has left Pakistan 
team in the lurch. Pakistan was a 
serious contender to win the World 
Cup as Pakistan has been the Run-
ners-up twice in the earlier two edi-
tions of this format of World Cups 
(2012 & 2017) (APP)

Morocco knock Spain out of World Cup on penalties

Djokovic to begin Australian Open campaign at Adelaide International

IOC delays plan to award 2030 Winter Olympics at next Session

Viktor Hovland edges Scottie Scheffler at Hero World Challenge

AL RAYYAN: Morocco dumped 
Spain out of the World Cup in a last-
16 penalty shootout on Tuesday 
with Spanish-born Achraf Hakimi 
scoring the decisive spot-kick af-
ter Spain squandered all three of 
their attempts, following a 0-0 draw 
over 120 minutes. Hakimi, a prod-
uct of the Real Madrid youth sys-

tem, calmly slotted his penalty past 
Unai Simon in Spain s goal to seal 

Morocco s 3-0 win in the shootout. 
During the 90 minutes plus extra 
time, Spain dominated possession 
but failed to create many clear 
chances against Morocco’s stub-
born defence. Morocco advanced 
to a quarter-final clash with either 
Portugal or Switzerland who meet 
later on Tuesday. (Agencies)

ADELAIDE: Novak Djokovic will 
begin his bid for a 10th Australian 
Open title at the Adelaide Interna-
tional, organisers said Wednesday, 
after the Serbian was granted a 
visa to enter the country. The world 
number five missed the opening 
Grand Slam of 2022 when he was 
deported over his vaccine status af-
ter a high-stakes legal battle. Aus-
tralia has since lifted the require-

ment for visitors to show proof of 
Covid vaccination, and his three-
year ban was overturned by the 
government in November. Djokovic 
said at the time it was a “a relief”. 
“The Australian Open has been my 
most successful Grand Slam.” he 
added. “I made some of the best 
memories there.” Djokovic will 
face a strong field from January 1-8 
that also features Felix Auger-Alias-

sime, Daniil Medvedev and An-
drey Rublev, ranked six, seven and 
eight, respectively, along with two-
time Wimbledon champion Andy 
Murray. His longtime-rival Rafael 
Nadal, the defending Australian 
Open champion, will instead use 
the United Cup, a new mixed teams 
event in Perth, Brisbane and Syd-
ney, as his warm-up to the Grand 
Slam. (Agencies)

PARIS: The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has delayed its 
plan to award the 2030 edition of the 
Winter Olympics and Paralympics, 
it revealed after the second day of 
its Executive Board meeting here. 
It had been hoped that a host could 
be rubber-stamped at next year’s 
delayed Session in Mumbai, but the 
IOC Executive Board has decided to 
provide more time to the Future Host 
Commission, which Olympic Games 

executive director Christophe Dubi 
claimed would enable it to “consult 
deeply with interested parties”. In-
ternational Federations, National 
Olympic Committees, athletes, win-
ter sports industry experts and the 
International Paralympic Committee 
would also be consulted by the Future 
Host Commission. Dubi added that 
this was “in line with the new flexible 
approach to electing Olympic hosts”. 
Sapporo and Salt Lake City had been 

considered the frontrunners for the 
2030 event after the Government of 
British Columbia did not back Van-
couver’s proposal, although Dubi 
referenced three interested par-
ties in staging the event. While this 
would mean that the Games would 
be awarded fewer than seven years 
in advance, Dubi affirmed that the 
experience of the three candidates 
in continuous dialogue would ensure 
that this was not an issue. (Agencies)

AUCKLAND: Norway’s Viktor Hov-
land held off challenger Scottie 
Scheffler with a final-round, 3-un-
der-par 69 to win the Hero World 
Challenge in New Providence, Ba-
hamas, Sunday. It was the second 
straight win for Hovland at the Hero 
World Challenge, making him the 
second player to defend his title at the 
event (Tiger Woods, 2006-07). “Over 
72 holes you’re not going to hit great 
shots all the time, I hit plenty of terri-
ble shots today, but it’s making those 
key putts and kind of keeping your-
self in it,” Hovland said. “That’s been 
the reason why I’ve been able to be 
in contention without really hitting it 
all that well this year.” Hovland came 

into the day with a three-stroke lead 
and his Sunday round included five 
birdies, but a pair of bogies, includ-
ing one on 18 to open the door for 
Scheffler, added drama to the finish. 
“It was a lot more stressful than it 
should have been,” Hovland said. 
“When you’re standing there with a 
two-shot lead, it’s like the last thing 
you can do.” Scheffler, who had bird-
ied four of six holes along the back 

nine to put himself into contention 
at two strokes back with one hole to 
go, couldn’t capitalise on Hovland’s 
shaky finish, bogeying the final hole 
as well to finish 4-under-68 for the 
day. “I’m proud of how I played the 
back nine,” Scheffler said. “I got 
some good looks and made some 
nice putts and it was good to kind of 
make a little run. Granted it wasn’t 
enough, which definitely hurts, but it 
was nice to make a run.” Hovland’s 
blistering Saturday performance, an 
8-under 64, gave him just enough 
breathing room to win the tourna-
ment with a 16-under 272. Scheffler 
finished second at 14 under. (Agen-
cies)
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LONDON: After two years being 
held in a British immigration deten-
tion centre, Mimi was so desperate 
to be released that she agreed to 
wear an electronic ankle tag. But 
her sense of freedom was short-
lived. Two months later, she said 
she attempted suicide because of 
the stress of being monitored while 
wearing the tag. “I couldn’t do any-
thing because I didn’t want to have 
this tag showing. It was horrific,” 
said Mimi, asked to be identified by 
a pseudonym as she awaits a deci-
sion on her asylum claim almost a 

decade later. “I was already beyond 
stressed – this was just throwing me 
over the edge. One day, it all became 
way too much for me.” Mimi, who 
is in her 40s, said she believes her 
parents came to Britain from the 
Caribbean after World War Two but 
she has been unable to prove her 
nationality and is officially stateless. 
“I know nothing about my back-
ground. I was abandoned in sexual 
exploitation and modern slavery 
from a very young age,” she told the 
Thomson Reuters Foundation in a 
video interview. (Agencies)

KABUL: Afghan girls will be allowed 
to take their high school graduation 
exams this week, an official and 
documents from the Taliban gov-
ernment indicated Tuesday — even 
though they have been banned from 
classrooms since the former insur-
gents took over the country last 
year. According to two documents 
from the Taliban ministry of edu-
cation, obtained by The Associated 
Press, the decision applies to 31 out 
of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces where 
the winter school break starts in late 
December. Ehsanullah Kitab, head 
of the Kabul education department, 

said the exams would take place 
today. He provided no other details 
and it was not clear how many girls 
would be able to take the exam. 
“This is ridiculous,” said 18-year-old 
Najela from Kabul, giving only her 
first name for fear of reprisals. She 
would now be in twelfth grade and 
eligible for the exam. “We spent a 
whole year under tension and stress 
and haven’t read a single page of 
our textbooks.” “How can we pos-
sibly take an exam after a year and 
a half that the Taliban have kept 
school doors closed,” she added. 
(Agencies)

ANKARA: Finland must publicly de-
clare that it’s lifting an arms embar-
go on Turkey to win Ankara’s ap-
proval for its membership to NATO, 
the Turkish foreign minister said. 
Mevlut Cavusoglu made the com-
ments ahead of visit by Finland’s 
Defense Minister Antti Kaikkonen, 
who will be discussing his nation’s 
bid to join the military alliance with 
his Turkish counterpart Hulusi Akar 
on Thursday. “The Finnish defense 
minister’s visit to Turkey is import-

ant because we have not yet heard 
a statement from Finland saying 
they’ve lifted their arms embargo 
against us,” Cavusoglu told report-
ers. “We’re expecting such a state-
ment from there.” Sweden and Fin-
land abandoned their longstanding 
policies of military nonalignment 
and applied for membership in the 
alliance after Russian forces invad-
ed Ukraine in February, amid con-
cerns that Russia might target them 
next. (Agencies)

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s Vice 
President Cristina Fernandez de 
Kirchner has been sentenced to six 
years in jail for corruption and a life-
time ban from holding public office. 
An Argentine court on Tuesday con-
victed the 69-year-old of “fraudulent 
administration” over irregular pub-
lic works contracts awarded during 
her two-term presidency between 
2007 and 2015, reports Xinhua news 
agency. The Vice President will not 

face immediate imprisonment and is 
also expected to appeal against the 
sentence. She denied the allegations 
and called the court a “firing squad”. 
It is the first time that a sitting Vice 
President has been convicted of a 
crime in the country. Also on Tues-
day, Fernandez de Kirchner wrote 
on social media after the ruling that 
she will not be a candidate for any 
political office in 2023 general elec-
tions. (Agencies)

GAZA CITY: Bulldozers and cranes 
were seen dismantling a commer-
cial crossing point on the eastern 
side of Gaza City after Israel de-
cided to extend a security barrier 
at the location of the long-defunct 
terminal. The Karni crossing had 
been the largest and main im-
port-export terminal for the Pal-
estinian enclave, equipped with 
scanners and conveyor belts. But 

Israel shut it down when it imposed 
a blockade on Gaza following the 
militant Hamas group’s takeover 
in 2007. For the next three years, 
Karni operated intermittently for 
limited deliveries of basic humani-
tarian needs in Gaza. Israel eventu-
ally stopped using it and shifted the 
work to the smaller, limited Kerem 
Shalom crossing in southeast Gaza 
Strip. (Agencies)
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New Zealand Navy idles ships as labour crisis hits
WELLINGTON: Three of New Zea-
land’s nine naval ships were left 
sitting idle in port as higher civilian 
salaries have lured personnel out of 
the military, said the country’s De-
fence Force on Wednesday (Dec 7), 
even as tensions in the Pacific rose 
between China and the US and its 
allies.  The HMNZS Wellington, an 
offshore patrol vessel, headed back 
to New Zealand early from what was 
meant to be a three-month deploy-
ment in the Pacific. The New Zea-
land Defence Force (NZDF) added 
that the ship was taken out of oper-
ation in November due to personnel 

shortages. The Wellington was the 
third ship to be put into “care and 
custody”. The two other vessels – 
another offshore patrol vessel and 
a smaller patrol vessel for operating 
close to shore – were pulled off the 

line and had their crews reassigned 
last year. The vessels had crews that 
numbered between 24 and 42. In Au-
gust, the Chief of the Defence Force 
Air Marshal Kevin Short told the 
Minister of Defence that “workforce 
issues are impacting ship availabil-
ity to deliver naval outputs”. He 
added that “risks remain … if attri-
tion and hollowness cannot be ad-
dressed in a timely manner”. The 
number of people leaving the NZDF 
is at its highest level in decades, as 
staff quit for jobs in the private sec-
tor, where salaries have risen due to 
a tight labour market. (Agencies)
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NEW YORK: Two of Donald Trump’s 
companies were found guilty of en-
gaging in a scheme that allowed 
executives such as former chief fi-
nancial officer Allen Weisselberg to 
evade taxes on company-paid perks 
including free apartments and luxu-
ry cars for more than a decade. It is 
the first time a Trump business has 
been convicted of criminal conduct 
and comes as the former president 
is running for a second term. The 
momentous verdict also comes as 
he faces a raft of other legal per-
ils, including criminal probes of his 
handling of classified documents 
and of efforts by Trump and his al-
lies to overturn the 2020 election. 
The jury reached its verdict Tuesday 
on the Trump Organization’s Trump 
Corp. and Trump Payroll Corp. af-
ter a monthlong trial rattling off a 
straight run of convictions on all 
17 counts against them, includ-
ing scheme to defraud, conspiracy, 
criminal tax fraud and falsifying 
business records. Defense lawyer 
Michael van der Veen, for Trump 
Payroll Corp., shook his head grave-
ly. Lawyers for both companies said 
they would appeal. (Agencies)

ULAANBAATAR: Thousands of 
people have braved freezing tem-
peratures in Mongolia’s capital to 
protest alleged corruption in the 
East Asian country’s coal industry 
and soaring inflation. Protesters, 
many of them young people, ral-
lied in Ulaanbaatar’s Sukhbaatar 
Square home to the Government 
Palace at -21 degrees Celsius (-6 
degrees Fahrenheit) on Monday, de-
manding “justice” against corrupt 
officials and for the parliament to 
be dismissed. “Help us, our coun-
try is collapsing,” one protester’s 
sign read. Two herders told Agence 
France-Presse (AFP) they had trav-
eled to the capital to join the pro-
tests. “Basically doing nothing is not 
right. I think it is right that young 
people are angry,” Enkh Amidral, a 
father of three, told AFP, saying he 
wanted the government to “punish 
the thieves.”(Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: The Mexican low-
er house of Congress on Tuesday 
rejected a controversial electoral 
reform backed by the president, af-
ter critics said the proposal had the 
potential to undermine the coun-
try’s electoral independence. With 
269 votes in favor, 225 votes against, 
and one abstention, the leading 
party and its allies fell short of the 
two-thirds majority needed to pass 
the bill, which sought to convert the 
National Electoral Institute (INE) 
into a smaller and more powerful 
body of elected officials, alongside 
other political changes. Still, Presi-
dent Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
has already initiated an alternative 
route to get his reform through, hav-
ing hours earlier sent a new propos-
al to the lower house. This does not 
include constitutional changes, and 
therefore requires only the simple 
majority the ruling coalition holds.
(Agencies)

TEHRAN: Former Iranian president 
Mohammad Khatami has voiced sup-
port for the protest movement sparked 
by Mahsa Amini’s death, describing as 
“beautiful” its main slogan – “Woman, 
life, freedom”. Protests have swept Iran 
for nearly three months since Ami-
ni died after her arrest for an alleged 
breach of the country’s hijab dress code 
for women based on Islamic sharia law. 
The authorities, who have struggled to 
contain the protests, describe them as 
“riots” fomented by Iran’s arch foe the 
United States and its allies including 
Britain and Israel.(Agencies)

JAKARTA: Indonesian authorities 
said on Wednesday that two peo-
ple were killed and several others 
wounded when a suspected Islamic 
terrorist carrying a knife blew him-
self up shortly after entering a po-
lice station in the city of Bandung. 
Ahmad Ramadhan, head of the pub-
lic information bureau for the Na-
tional Police, said Bandung police 
were coordinating with the count-
er-terrorism unit to investigate the 
incident. The Islamic State-inspired 
Jamaah Ansharut Daulah (JAD) 
group may have been behind the at-
tack, Ibnu Suhendra of Indonesia’s 
counterterrorism agency (BNPT) 
told Metro TV. He said JAD had car-
ried out similar attacks in Indonesia.
(Agencies)

BARCELONA: Two trains collided 
near Barcelona early Wednesday, in-
juring 155 people but none serious-
ly, Spanish officials said. Emergen-
cy services for Catalonia said that 
although three people were taken to 
medical centers none of the passen-
gers was considered seriously hurt. 
No further details on the nature of 
the injuries were given by officials. 
Officials say that the collision oc-
curred on a train line in Montcada 
i Reixac, a town just north of Bar-
celona. Firefighters said that no 
passengers were trapped. Ester Ca-
pella, the Catalan government’s rep-
resentative in Madrid, told Spanish 
National Radio that officials were 
studying the incident. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Britain’s Prince Harry 
and wife Meghan have accepted a 
human rights award at a Ripple of 
Hope gala in New York where they 
were honoured for addressing ra-
cial injustice and mental health. The 
British royals received the award 
late on Tuesday from the Robert F. 
Kennedy Human Rights Foundation 
which honours leaders across gov-
ernment, business, advocacy and 
entertainment who have shown an 
“unwavering commitment to social 
change”. Kerry Kennedy, president 
of the foundation and daughter 
of the slain United States Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy, said the couple 
had been “incredibly brave” to talk 
about their experience of racial in-
justice and mental illness, the Tele-
graph reported.(Agencies)

WARSAW: Poland is preparing to 
deploy the German Patriot air de-
fence system on its territory, after 
Berlin refused to place this system 
in Ukraine, defence minister Mari-
usz Blaszczak said on Twitter. Ger-
many last month offered Poland 
the Patriot system to help secure 
its airspace after a stray missile 
crashed and killed two people in 
Poland. The Polish defence minis-
try later asked Germany to send the 
fire units to Ukraine instead. “After 
talking to the German defence min-
istry, I was disappointed to accept 
the decision to reject Ukraine’s sup-
port. Deploying the Patriots to the 
western Ukraine would increase 
the security of Poles and Ukraini-
ans,” Blaszczak tweeted yesterday 
evening. “So we proceed to work-
ing arrangements for placing the 
launchers in Poland and connect-
ing them to our command system,” 
added Blaszczak. Blaszczak said 
Tuesday on Twitter he was sorry 
Germany did not want to place the 
Patriot system in Ukraine. “I was 
disappointed to accept the decision 
to reject the support of Ukraine,” 
he wrote. (Agencies)
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Honduras suspends rights in two largest cities to fight gangs
TEGUCIGALPA: Honduran police 
moved en masse into poor urban ar-
eas to tackle criminal gangs “head 
on” after a decree by President Xi-
omara Castro to temporarily sus-
pend certain rights. The 30-day lift-
ing of constitutional guarantees that 
began Tuesday allows police to make 
arrests without warrants in 89 dis-
tricts of Tegucigalpa, the capital, and 
73 districts of San Pedro Sula, the 
industrial capital. President Castro, 
a leftist, declared last week the lift-
ing of the constitutional rights due to 

what she called a “national emergen-
cy” over gang violence. “We are go-
ing to go head on against organized 
crime,” national police director Gus-
tavo Sanchez told some 600 security 
agents at a dusty soccer pitch in Ale-
man, a residential district south of 
the capital. The crackdown, he said 
at a news conference, “is to deal with 
the criminal structures known as 
Gang 18 and MS-13,” a reference to 
the two largest transnational street 
gangs in Honduras. He said 20,000 
police and military police in rotating 

shifts would take part in the dragnet. 
Public pressure has built on Castro 
to follow in the footsteps of El Sal-
vador, where President Nayib Bukele 
has brought down gang violence by 
rounding up thousands of young 
people on suspicion of gang activity. 
The decree that Castro enacted on 
the so-called state of exception said 
in part: “By virtue of the serious dis-
turbance of peace and security pre-
vailing in the main cities of the coun-
try caused essentially by organized 
criminal groups. (Agencies)
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