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Pakistan seeking $4.2b from Saudi Arabia
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is seeking $4.2 
billion from Saudi Arabia as its foreign 
exchange reserves have fallen sharp-
ly, broadcaster ARY News reported on 
Thursday, citing sources. Pakistan’s 
Finance Ministry did not immediately 
respond to a Reuters request for com-
ment. The development comes as the 
South Asian country faces dwindling 
foreign exchange reserves. According to 
the weekly report, foreign exchange re-
serves held by the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) clocked in at $7.5 billion. Earlier, 
Dr Ali Awadh Asseri, former ambassa-
dor of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan, had said 
Riyadh is committed to averting Islam-
abad’s current economic crisis worsened 
by the recent floods and to the $20 billion 
investment in refinery, petrochemical 

complex, mining and renewable energy 
projects in the country. “The Saudi lead-
ership is committed to $20 billion dollars 
investment in refinery, petrochemical 
complex, mining and renewable ener-
gy projects in Pakistan. But there is also 
tremendous scope for Saudi public and 
private investment in other sectors such 
as textiles, sports, leather goods and sur-
gical equipment,” Dr Asseri said. The 
Saudi Fund for Development (SFD) in 
September confirmed the rollover of $3 
billion deposit with Pakistan for another 
one year. The amount was deposited by 
the SFD for one year in December 2021 
under an agreement between SFD and 
the State Bank to build the depleting 
foreign exchange reserves of Pakistan.  
(Agencies)

Greece slams Turkey’s ‘repeated threats of war’
ATHENS: Greece’s foreign ministry 
has slammed what it called Turkish 
threats of war, after the Turkish foreign 
minister threatened to “take action” 
against Greece in the wake of a mili-
tary exercise in the Aegean Sea. In a 
statement issued, the foreign ministry 
said that Turkey’s “repeated threats of 
war” were “completely unacceptable,” 
and noted that Greece respects inter-
national law and the United Nations’ 
Law of the Sea. Turkey insists the de-
ployment of soldiers or weapons on 
eastern Aegean Greek islands near 
its coast violates the islands’ non-mil-
itary status according to international 
law. Greece counters that it needs to 

defend them against a potential at-
tack from Turkey, noting that Ankara 
maintains a sizable military force on 
the western Turkish coast, just across 
from the islands. On Tuesday, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said that “Greece needs to renounce 
its violation. Either it steps back on the 
issue and abides by the agreement or 
we’ll do whatever is necessary.” NATO 
members Turkey and Greece have 
decades-old disputes over an array 
of issues, including territorial claims 
in the Aegean Sea and disputes over 
the airspace there. The disputes have 
brought them to the brink of war three 
times in the past 50 years. (Agencies)

MOSCOW/KIEV: Russia’s fleet shot 
down a Ukrainian drone over the Black 
Sea, Russian-installed governor Mikhail 
Razvozhaev of Sevastopol city in the 
annexed Crimean peninsula said. This 
morning, a ship of the Black Sea Fleet 
shot down a UAV over the sea,” the 
governor said. Meanwhile, Preisdent 
Putin said nuclear tensions were rising, 
though he insisted “we have not gone 
crazy” and would not be the first to de-
ploy them in the Ukraine conflict. He, 
however, warned the conflict could be 
“lengthy” Suspicious or threatening 
packages sent to Ukrainian diplomatic 
missions all had the same sender ad-
dress - a Tesla dealership in Germany 
- Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba said adding “31 Ukrainian em-
bassies and consulates in 15 countries 
received the packages so far”. They 
were sent from post offices with no sur-
veillance, he said, and senders took care 
to hide their identity. Ukraine said at the 
time that bloody packages containing 
animal eyes had been sent to eight em-
bassies in Europe. Washington said that 
Moscow is looking to Iran once again 
to resupply the Russian military with 
drones and surface-to-surface missiles. 
There is growing US concern that Russia 
may seek to acquire additional advanced 
conventional weapons from Iran. Mean-
while, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
said that risk of nuclear weapons being 
used in the Ukraine conflict has lessened 
thanks to international pressure on Rus-
sia, “One thing has changed for the time 
being: Russia has stopped threatening 

to use nuclear weapons. In response to 
the international community marking 
a red line,” Scholz said in the interview 
with a media group, adding “For the time 
being, we have put a stop to it.” Russia 
has said that its troops were taking part 
in tactical exercises in Belarus, amid 
fears that Moscow is pressing its ally to 
get more involved in the Ukraine war. 
Russia’s defence ministry said, “Military 
servicemen continue intensive combat 
training on the ranges of the armed forc-
es of the Republic of Belarus.” It added 
that “combat training events” are held 
during both daylight and at night. Rus-
sia’s foreign ministry says Sweden and 
Denmark have refused to include Rus-
sian authorities in investigation into the 
two damaged Nord Stream gas pipe-
lines under the Baltic Sea. “Denmark 
and Sweden are afraid to let Russia in 
on the investigation because then the 
world would know who was respon-
sible for the blasts,” Maria Zakharova, 
the foreign ministry spokeswoman said. 
Ukrainian President Zelenskyy said that 
restoring energy is a top most priority for 
the government. He added that the gen-
eration and supply of electricity is being 
increased by adding more volume to the 
country’s energy system “almost every 
day”. The Kremlin said its forces are still 
set on seizing parts of eastern and south-
ern Ukraine that Moscow has claimed 
as its own. However, the Kremlin has 
not fully defined the goals of its military 
campaign. Moscow proclaimed that it 
had annexed four provinces of Ukraine 
- Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and 

Kherson after holding so-called ref-
erendums in September. None of the 
provinces were fully under Russian 
control, and Moscow left unclear was 
how much of them it was annexing. The 
ICRC officials met with both Ukrainian 
and Russian prisoners of war and more 
visits are planned in future. Since Russia 
invaded Ukraine, the ICRC has reached 
hundreds of prisoners on both sides. 
The ICRC must be granted unimpeded 
access to see all prisoners of war repeat-
edly and in private, wherever they are 
held,” the ICRC statement said. Russia 
has released US basketball star Brittney 
Griner in a prisoner exchange, US and 
Russian officials have said.Russia said 
she had been traded for Viktor Bout, a 
Russian arms dealer jailed in the US. 
A resolution calling for an audit of US 
military and economic aid to Ukraine 
has been narrowly defeated in the 
House of Representatives. The measure, 
spearheaded by Representative Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and backed 
by multiple fellow legislators, was reject-
ed by 26 votes to 22 before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee on Tuesday. 
The United States will deploy a platoon 
of HIMARS artillery rocket systems 
and an infantry company to Estonia in 
the coming weeks, the U.S. embassy in 
Tallinn said on Thursday. “The near-per-
sistent deployment of U.S. forces and 
capabilities to Estonia are part of our 
commitment to strengthening our col-
lective defense and deterrence posture 
on NATO’s eastern flank”, it said in a 
statement. (Agencies)

– Animal eye packages sent to embassies ‘from German address’
Russian ship shoots down Ukrainian drone over Black Sea

– Russian troops take part in tactical drills in Belarus
– ‘We haven’t gone crazy’: Putin says won’t use nukes first – Russia wants more drones, missiles from Iran

– Risk of Russia using nuclear weapons has lessened: Germany’s Scholz 
– Sweden, Denmark refuse to include Russia in Nord Stream probe: Moscow

– Restoring Ukraine’s energy will remain a priority: Zelenskyy – ICRC visits POWs held by Russia,  Ukraine
– Kremlin: Russia plans to ‘liberate’ parts of Ukraine that Moscow annexed

– US to deploy a platoon of HIMARS system to Estonia – Moscow frees US basketball star in prisoner swap
– US lawmakers narrowly reject audit on Ukraine aid 

BRUSSELS: European defence spend-
ing topped 200 billion euros for the 
first time in 2021, the European De-
fence Agency (EDA) said on Thursday, 
accounting for 1.5per cent of the 26 
EDA member states’ gross domestic 
product. It rose 6per cent from 2020 
to 214 billion euros (US$225 billion), 
EDA said in its annual Defence Data 
Report, the strongest growth since the 
region started boosting military ex-

penditure in 2015 following Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. 
Created in 2004, EDA’s main task is to 
support and facilitate defence cooper-
ation in Europe. All EU countries apart 
from Denmark are members. EDA 
said the countries with the highest 
increases were Italy, Finland, Greece 
and Slovenia. “Member states’ an-
nouncements following Russia’s war 
of aggression against Ukraine signal 

that the increases in expenditure are 
likely to continue in the years ahead,” it 
added. EDA members also spent more 
money on joint procurement, rising to 
18per cent from 11per cent though still 
far below the 35per cent target for col-
laborative spending. “Spending alone 
is not enough, we need to do it better, 
and that means doing it together,” said 
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
who doubles as EDA head. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The United States 
expressed disappointment over the Af-
ghan Taliban government and warned 
it will take strict action if they see in-
ternational terrorists regrouping in 
Afghanistan. During the regular State 
Department press briefing, Spokes-
person Ned Price was asked about the 
rise of violence and the regrouping of 
terrorists in Afghanistan. Ned Price 
said the Taliban were either unable 
or unwilling to live up to the commit-
ments that they’ve made in a number 
of areas. One of those areas was the 
commitment they had made to coun-

terterrorism. However, they have ca-
pabilities when it comes to counterter-
rorism in the region that does not leave 
them entirely beholden to the Taliban, 
he added. “We demonstrated those 
capabilities in recent months with the 
killing of the now-deceased al-Qa-
ida emir, Ayman al-Zawahiri, making 
good on the pledge that you have con-
sistently heard from President Biden 
since the withdrawal of military forces 
from Afghanistan last year.” America 
will take action if it sees international 
terrorists regrouping in Afghanistan. It 
will take action in a way that protects 

its interests. Commenting over the re-
cent attack on the Pakistani Embassy 
in Kabul, he said, “Our broader goal is 
to see that terrorists and others aren’t 
able to use Afghanistan as a launch 
pad for attacks on Pakistan.” He said, 
“We have seen other groups are also 
active. You mentioned the TTP, among 
others. We are determined to work 
with our partners in the region, in-
cluding Pakistan, to do what we can 
to take on the threat of terrorism in 
the region, and certainly the threat of 
terrorism that extends well beyond the 
region.” (Agencies)

EU defence spend topped €200b in 2021 for first time

China’s Xi meets Saudi crown prince on high-stakes visit
– Beijing and Riyadh sign 34 energy, investment deals –

US to take strict action if terrorists regroup in Afghanistan

Islamic groups criticise Netherlands’ plan to 
censor Quran schools

AMSTERDAM: Islamic organisations 
in the Netherlands have criticised 
a draft decision that would impose 
censorship on Quran institutes in the 
country. The draft resolution was sub-
mitted by the Minister of Education, 
Dennis Wiersma, last month, and 
would allow the imposition of cen-
sorship over educational institutions 
that are not affiliated with the minis-
try and are not funded by it, including 
institutes for memorising the Quran 

in mosques. The minister explained 
that the draft resolution aims to com-
bat “undemocratic ideas” in these in-
stitutes. The draft resolution also calls 
for the establishment of a ‘religious 
hotline’ which students and parents 
can use to submit complaints about 
these institutions. Islamic organisa-
tions in the Netherlands have filed a 
judicial complaint against Wiersma 
saying this is an attack on freedom of 
religion. (Agencies)

Pakistan reacts to US religious freedom charges
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday 
expressed concerns over the US State 
Department’s decision to designate 
Pakistan as a Country of Particular 
Concern (CPC) for religious freedom 
violation and to not put India on the 
list. Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch at her weekly 
press briefing said the US move “uni-
lateral” and “detached from ground 
realities,” saying religious freedom 
and minorities rights are guaranteed 
by the Constitution of Pakistan and 
implemented through legislative and 
administrative measures. Calling India 
the “biggest violator” of religious free-
dom, she expressed disappointment 
over exclusion of New Delhi form the 
State Department’s designation list de-
spite a clear recommendation by the 
US Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom (USCIRF). Ms Baloch 
expressed concerns over state spon-
sored terrorism, emanating from India 
to destabilize Pakistan. She urged the 
international community to take notice 
of this reality. Replying to a question 

regarding allegations by some foreign 
countries about presence of terrorist 
outfits in Pakistan, the spokesperson 
rejected the accusations. She assert-
ed Pakistan was a victim of terrorism. 
She said there have been undeniable 
proofs of India s direct involvement in 
the state sponsored terrorism inside 
Pakistan and the global community 
should take notice of India s approach 
of pointing fingers at others. Ms Ba-
loch condemned the atrocities being 
perpetrated in the Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir. She said 
India is continuing with repression of 
Kashmiris without any consideration 
of international human rights laws and 
norms. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping met Saudi Arabia’s powerful 
crown prince on Thursday on an Arab 
outreach visit that will yield billions 
of dollars in deals and has earned a 
rebuke from Washington. About $30 
billion in agreements will be signed 
on Thursday, Saudi state media said, 
as China seeks to shore up its Covid-
hit economy and as the Saudis, long-
term US allies, push to diversify their 
economic and political alliances. Xi, 
who flew in on Wednesday, was greet-

ed with a handshake by 37-year-old 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, de facto ruler of the world’s big-
gest oil exporter, at Yamamah Palace. 

Arab leaders also began to converge 
on the Saudi capital ahead of a sum-
mit with Xi, the leader of the world’s 
number-two economy, who will hold 
separate talks with the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council before 
leaving on Friday. After Xi’s arrival 
on Wednesday, with formation jets 
flying overhead, Saudi state media 
announced 34 investment agreements 
in sectors including green hydrogen, 
information technology, transport and 
construction. (Agencies) Egypt joins BRICS bank – official

CAIRO: Egypt has officially become 
a member of the New Development 
Bank (NDB) of the BRICS group 
of major emerging economies, the 
country’s government announced on 
Wednesday. The NDB was established 
by BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa) in 2014 to finance infra-
structure and sustainable development 

in member states and other emerging 
economies. Since 2016, the bank has 
invested in multiple projects, including 
$7.2 billion in India alone. Egypt, which 
has so far not joined BRICS, expressed 
an interest in becoming a member in 
July, along with Turkey and Saudi Ara-
bia, and is now preparing to apply for 
membership. (Agencies)
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
said that eliminating corruption and 
its causes has become indispensable 
in order to pave the path for nation-
al development and prosperity. The 
dream of national development can-
not be realized without getting rid 
of the corrupt mafias in the country. 
He said that Pakistan Tehrek-e-In-
saaf has started a historic struggle 
against corruption at the national 
level to rid the nation from self-cen-
tered and corrupt mafias and to make 
Pakistan an Islamic welfare state. 
In his statement issued here from 
the chief minister’s secretariat with 
regard to World Anti-corruption Day, 
the chief minister said that corrup-
tion has become the worst oppres-
sion of today’s society and it is our 
religious and national obligation 
to stop this oppression and defend 
the rights of oppressed humanity. 
Unfortunately, Pakistan is amongst 
the countries that has been hit se-
verely by corruption and corrupt 
practices. He regretted that it was 
corrupt practices which paved the 

way for the regime change con-
spiracy that resulted in toppling a 
democratically elected government 
and replacing them with a con-
glomerate of corrupt political mafia.  
He underlined the need for col-
lective efforts to eliminate corrup-
tion and to protect the poor, which 
is also our religious obligation.  
Mahmood Khan stated that the cor-
rupt elements make it to the pow-
er corridor and these exploitative 
forces bring along total devastation 
to the nation. We have to respond 
collectively in order to eliminate 
corruption. He said when PTI came 
into power in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
it sensitized the decision-makers to 
plan a transparent system as envis-

aged in the PTI’s manifesto. The PTI 
government in the province spent 
considerable time on legislation for 
this purpose. We have framed the 
first ever Right to Information Law 
to promote transparency and ac-
countability in governance. This was 
followed by Right to Services in or-
der to secure the rights of the poor.  
The Chief Minister said that com-
plaints cells have been established 
at the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, 
Office of the Chief Secretary and In-
spector General of Police for redres-
sal of complaints. Mahmood Khan 
maintained that rampant corruption 
is breeding societal degradation, 
weakening institutions, promoting 
injustice and violating merit.
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Eliminating corruption is indispensable for national uplift: Mahmood 

KP women parliamentary caucus meeting concluded
PESHAWAR: The two-day general 
body meeting of the Parliamentary 
Women Caucus chaired by Deputy 

Speaker Khyber Pakhtunkhwa As-
sembly, Mehmood Jan concluded here 
on Thursday. The meeting organized 
in collaboration with GIZ was also at-
tended by Chairperson Parliamentary 
Women Caucus, Dr. Sumaira Shams, 
MPAs and special secretary KP as-
sembly, Amjad Ali Khan. Addressing 
the meeting, Deputy Speaker high-
lighted the need of enhancing capac-
ity building of women parliamentar-
ians, and the role played by them in 
the emancipation of women. He said 
that it is vital to inform women par-

liamentarians about their rights and 
laws that ensure their empowerment. 
Chairperson women caucus, Dr. Su-
maira Shams said that women MPAs 
have been informed during the session 
about Hindu Marriage Act with a data 
comparison of other provinces. She 
said that women MPAs have also been 
given training to effectively legislate 
on issues of gender discrimination and 
equality. She also stressed the need to 
give orientation to women about their 
rights as parliamentarians and mem-
bers of standing committees. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 229.7 232

China Yuan 32.11 32.36

Japanese Yen 1.96 2

Saudi Riyal 63.35 64

U.A.E Dirham 65.5 66.1

UK Pound 293.5 296

Euro 249.5 252.3

Australian Dollar 150.49 151.74

Canadian Dollar 164.56 165.91

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
149100

Rs. 
136674

Rs. 
130463

Rs. 
111825

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
127800

Rs. 
117149

Rs. 
111825

Rs. 95850

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12780 Rs. 11715 Rs. 11183 Rs. 9585

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
362300

Rs. 
332106

Rs. 
317013

Rs. 
271725

Govt plans to irrigate 109,723 barren land by 3 dams

PESCO notifies power suspension for Peshawar

Renovation work to start soon in Chowk Yadgar

LG dept plans Rs100m public park in Tanawal

WAPDA issues water position in rivers, barrages, dams

Cloudy, cold weather continues to grip KP

Commandant FC calls on governor

KP disburses Rs. 3.5b among 14,585 flood affectees

30 caught in an anti-encroachment operation 

SNGPL will provide gas supply to consumers 
with full pressure at peak times: GM

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) government is planning to irri-
gate more than 109,721 acres of bar-
ren land besides generating 25.5 MW 
power by constructing three dams in 
Tank and Dera Ismael Khan districts. 
The new dams are included Tank 
Zam Dam, Chodwan Zam Dam and 
Daraban Dam would help improve 
water table in these areas. The pro-
vincial government has decided to 
construct these dams on priority ba-
sis as the region has been facing wa-
ter shortage, said an official source 
on Thursday. These dams would also 

bring an agricultural revolution in 
the improvised zone of the province, 
besides ensuring food security and 
creating job opportunities for the lo-
cal people. By using water efficient 
models, the command area can be 
enhanced and would help in achiev-
ing self-sufficiency in food sector as 
per the vision of Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan. The decision of the provin-
cial government was highly lauded 
by the people of Tank and DI Khan 
who were of the view that it would 
usher in a new era of prosperity in 
the area. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Elec-
tric Supply Company (PESCO) on 
Thursday notified that due to main-
tenance work power supply will re-
main suspended from 132 KV Haya-
tabad Phase 7 Grid Station on 9th, 
13th and 16th December from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of 11 KV Ring Road, Uni-
versity Campus, Canal Town, Mal-
akandher, Engineering, Regi, Gul 
Abad, Taj Abad, Agriculture, Mera 
Achini, HMC, Ring Road, Danish 
Abad, Gharib Abad, Rahat Abad 
1, CMB, Abdara, Achini 1,2, Rahat 
Abad 2, Sufaid dheri, Old Bara Road, 
JAF, academy Town Circular Road, 
DHA, HBK, Achini Mera feeders 
will face inconvenience. It said the 
power supply will also remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Warsak Power 
House Grid Station on 9th and 10th 

December from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. re-
sultantly consumers of 132 KV War-
sak Power House grid connected 11 
KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
The power supply will remain sus-
pended from 220 KV Mardan Grid 
Station on 9th and 13th December 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. resultant-
ly consumers of 11 KV Jan Abad, 
Sheikh Maltoon, Express Industrial 
, Kacha Garhi, MED College feeders 
will face inconvenience. The power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Mardan Grid Station on 9th 
and 10th December from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Jan Abad, Pakistan Chowck, 
Canal Town, New Charssada, New 
Manga, Saleem Khan, Gujar Ghari, 
Muslim Abad, New Saleem Kham 
feeders will face inconvenience.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Commissioner Pesha-
war Division Riaz Khan Mehsud on 
Thursday said that work on reno-
vation and beautification of Chowk 
Yadgar and adjacent areas would be 
started soon to restore it’s histori-
cal look. He said that Chief Minis-
ter Mahmood Khan has specially 
instructed to restore historic struc-
tures and market of inner cityunder 
the Peshawar uplift Program. He 
said,”Practical steps are being 
taken to renovate and restore the 
grandeur of the historical markets 
of the inner city especially from 
Qissa Khawani to Kabli Gate, Qissa 
Khawani to Chowk Yadgar, Ghanta 

Ghar to Chowk Yadgar and the old 
city wall around Lady Reading Hos-
pital. “ He said that on the special in-
structions of Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan the 
uplift programme of Peshawar city 
was initiated. He directed remov-
al of all electricity and telephone 
poles, wires and pipes and laying 
all the wire and connection under-
ground. He directed the concerned 
institutions to take traders on board 
about the measures and restoration 
of the city in its traditional style. 
The Commissioner also directed to 
resolve traffic issues and entry of 
vehicle in these markets. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Local Govern-
ment Department Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has planned a public park 
in the Lower Tanawal area of the 
Abbottabad district that would cost 
Rs 100 million. According to official 
sources of the Local Government 
Department on Thursday, it has 
been decided that the project will 
be included in Departmental Devel-
opment Working Partly for execu-
tion. The district administration of 
Abbottabad in its letter to the Local 

Government Department regarding 
the project has informed that a land 
piece of 22 kanal has been identified 
for the establishment of the public 
park in Lower Tanawal. It said the 
area of Tanawal has no other recre-
ational facility for its dwellers. The 
Abbottabad administration said this 
planned public park would not only 
provide recreational and refresh-
ment facilities to the locals but also 
lure tourists to visit this beautiful 
scenic destination. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Water & Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) issued 
the position of the river inflows and 
outflows at Tarbela, Mangla, and 
Chashma along with the reservoir’s 
levels and the barrages on Thursday 
morning. According to the authority 
inflows and outflows in the Indus Riv-
er at Tarbela: was 20300 cusecs and 
46000 cusecs while in Kabul River 
Nowshera the inflows and outflows 
was 8900 cusecs and 8900 cusecs 
while at Khairabad Bridge, inflows 
and outflows was 15300 cusecs and 
15300 respectively. Similarly, in Jhe-
lum River at Mangla (, Inflows 6900 
cusecs and Outflows 22000 cusecs), 
Chenab at Marala (Inflows 5700 cu-
secs and Outflows 2000 cusecs) re-
spectively. In Jinnah Barrage (Inflows 

50700 cusecs and Outflows 45700 
cusecs), Chashma (Inflows: 51600 
cusecs and Outflows 47000 cusecs), 
Taunsa (Inflows 48400 cusecs and 
Outflows 40000 cusecs), Guddu (In-
flows 38500 cusecs and Outflows 
31300 cusecs), Sukkur (Inflows 29200 
cusecs and Outflows 12200 cusecs), 
Kotri (Inflows 18000 cusecs and Out-
flows 6300 cusecs), Trimmu (Inflows 
2300 cusecs and Outflow Nil cusecs 
while in Panjnad (Inflows 4600 cusecs 
and Outflows Nil cusecs) respectively. 
Meanwhile, Tarbela Dam was operat-
ing at the level of 1501.52 feet as com-
pared to the maximum conservation 
level of 1550 feet and minimum oper-
ating level of 1398 feet. Live storage 
was recorded at 3.266 million acre-
feet (MAF). (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Thursday predicted that mainly 
partly cloudy to cloudy and cold 
weather is expected in most dis-
tricts of the province during the 
next 24 hours. It said that light 
rain with light snowfall over hilly 
areas is likely to occur over isolat-
ed places in Chitral, Lower & Up-
per Dir, Malakand, Buner, Swat, 
Shangla, Kohistan, Battagram, 
Torghar, Mansehra, Abbottabad, 

Haripur, Bajaur, Mohmand, Khy-
ber, Orakzai, Kurram and North 
Waziristan districts. Fog in isolated 
pockets is likely to occur over Swa-
bi, Mardan, Nowshera, Charsadda, 
Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan 
districts, as well as over Peshawar 
to Swabi Motorway during night 
and morning hours. During the last 
24 hours, cold and dry weather oc-
curred in the province, whereas fog 
prevailed over most plain areas of 
the province. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Commandant Frontier 
Constabulary (FC), Salahuddin Meh-
sud on Thursday called on Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam 
Ali here at the Governor’s House. 
At the meeting, both discussed over-
all law and order in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and agreed upon taking 
further cogent steps to maintain the 
peaceful atmosphere in the province. 
The Governor and Commandant of 

Frontier Constabulary also talked 
about the role of Frontier Constab-
ulary in the maintenance of peace 
and the professional capabilities of 
the force. Governor Haji Ghulam 
Ali said that all the law enforcing 
departments including the Frontier 
Constabulary were rendering the 
best possible services for ensuring 
peace and tranquility in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Finance Minister 
Taimur Khan Jhagra on Thursday 
said that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government was the first to come 
up with a credible flood response 
plan to disburse Rs. 3.5 bln among 
14,585 affectees. In a statement, he 
said that the KP government had 
prioritised “speed and transparen-
cy” as two core values of “our entire 
flood response effort”. He said the 

activity was so prompt to reduce 
the impact of floods on hundreds 
of thousands of affectees and trans-
parency was maintained at all lev-
els. The finance minister said that 
provinces should be at the front of 
all national efforts. “Funds raised 
must flow to the respective provinc-
es and not through a long and bu-
reaucratic process,” he maintained.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The district admin-
istration in collaboration with the 
Capital Metropolitan Government 
Directorate on Thursday removed 
scores of encroachments in front 
of shops and from roads in board 
Bazaar here. The district adminis-
tration said that Assistant Commis-
sioner Sayyeda Zainab Naqvi also 
arrested 30 people for interfering 
in government affairs. She said 
the operation would now continue 
daily to purge the busy bazaars of 
encroachers. The action taken on 
the instructions of Deputy Commis-
sioner Shaifullah Khan was also 
joined by the Demolishing Super-

intendant, Sajid Khan along with 
his staff. Heavy personnel of police 
were also deployed to cope with any 
untoward situation during the op-
eration. The encroached items and 
structures were confiscated by the 
officials of the district administra-
tion. AC Zainab Naqvi said the busy 
Board Bazaar was mostly blocked 
for traffic due to massive encroach-
ment in the area creating unbear-
able hardship for the visitors. She 
said such operations would now 
continue on a daily basis and the vi-
olators would be sent to jail adding 
that no leniency would be shown in 
this regard.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited General Man-
ager Taj Ali Khan has said that 
gas supply to domestic consumers 
would be provided with full pres-
sures during peak hours of meal 
preparations. “No load shedding 
would be made during this time.” 
Talking to reporters, he said that 
gas would be provided to consum-
ers with full pressure especially at 
the morning, noon and evening for 
the preparation of meals without 
any problems to facilitate consum-
ers. He said that arrangements for 
the provision of 300MMCF per day 

have been made, adding gas con-
nection of consumers using com-
pressor machines illegally would 
be disconnected. He said that gas 
projects worth Rs 3.59 billion have 
been completed in Peshawar. He 
said actions would be taken against 
the gas stealer. The GM said Rs six 
billion projects were launched for 
the provision of gas supply to do-
mestic consumers in KP. He urged 
the masses to avoid gas heaters 
during peak hours of winter and in-
formed SNGPL authorities in case 
someone use compressor machines 
for necessary actions. (APP)
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Smog in big cities particularly in Punjab has made life dif-
ficult for the citizens, so the government should implement 
the environmental emergency across the country. As due to 
much smog, the government of Punjab has issued directives 
to prevent the spread of smog. First to make such directives 
fruitful, the government must fully and effectively implement 
what it is needed to lessen the impact of smog as in Punjab 
the government has to reduce working time in educational in-
stitutions and private firms and organizations. First, it should 
be ensured to end pollution spreading industries and clay 
kilns. The LHC court has directed the Punjab government to 
follow the model of Chinese cities of Shanghai and Beijing so 
that it can control big cities. In Pakistan, every-year smog not 
only causes diseases but also increases traffic accidents. The 
government should issue strict directives to concerned quar-
ters, take action against the industries that cause an increase 
in smog. The smog engulfs cities like a disaster and causes 
problems for the people. Smog starts in October and lasts till 
the end of December. During these three months it became 
necessary for the government to issue instructions and mon-
itoring of the relevant departments to ensure the implemen-
tation of the SOPs, but this could not happen. The air quality 
index reached the highest level and people continued to suffer 
from various diseases due to smog. Now the government has 
declared smog as a disaster and issued instructions. If these 
measures were issued in time, not only many diseases could 
have been avoided but also the problems that arose due to 
smog would not have been faced today.

Environmental Emergency

OPEC Plus is contributing as the 
largest oil producer and exporter 
bloc in the global oil market. The 
Russia-Ukraine crisis has altered in-
ternational ties between numerous 
actors and had a detrimental effect 
on the oil market. Oil politics have 
found a home in the global political 
machinery. Saudi Arabia, the leader 
of the OPEC Plus, is now on the hook 
for the US demands that it acts ac-
cording to its interests, whatever the 
consequences. The world’s oil politics 
is in such a state that one can only 
sit back and watch the fascinating 
dynamics of international relations. 
Before probing into the oil politics of 
war among the US, Russia, and the 
OPEC countries, one really needs to 
have a glimpse at the total contribu-
tion of the influencers. The total oil 
production in the world by 2021 was 
estimated at around 89.9 million bpd. 
By region, the estimated oil produc-
tion of the Middle East countries is 
28.1 million bpd, North America has 
23.9 million bpd, Asia Pacific 7.3 mil-
lion bpd, Africa 7.2 million bpd, South 
America 5.9 million bpd, and Europe 
3.4 million bpd. An estimation of ma-
jor oil production by organizations 
shows that OPEC has a production 
rate of 31.7 million bpd (35 percent of 
total world oil production), making it 
the world’s largest contributor, while 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) is producing around 
13.8 million bpd. Of the world’s top 
ten oil-producing countries, five are 
Middle Eeastern OPEC countries, 
collectively producing 25.1 million 
bpd (or 27.8 percent of the total world 
oil production). Furthermore, accord-
ing to the Observatory of Economic 
Complexity’s (OEC’s) estimation for 
2020, Saudi Arabia has earned $95.7 
billion from crude petroleum exports, 
making it the world’s largest exporter 
of crude petroleum. In the same year, 
Russia, the USA, and Canada compet-
ed with profits of $74.4 billion, $52.3 
billion, and $47.2 billion respectively. 
The OPEC countries are explicitly 
the largest contributors to energy ex-
ports and have a great influence on 

the global energy market. On the oth-
er hand, Russia and Ukraine are the 
world’s key exporters of wheat (about 
30 percent), corn, mineral fertilizer, 
and natural gas (about 20 percent), 
and oil (about 11 percent). According 
to the data of Visual Capitalist, Russia 
(the third largest oil producer with a 
production rate of 10.94 million bpd) 
will account for 25 percent of the EU’s 
oil imports in 2021. Also, the supply 
chains around the world are depen-
dent on Russian and Ukrainian metal 
exports. Considering the oil market 
exclusively, the sky-high oil prices are 
the best evidence of the aggravation 
of the war that almost every country 
is currently facing. Russia’s oil-depen-
dent Europe is facing an oil shortage; 
in previous years, the West consulted, 
eventually, other oil producers around 
the world (OPEC, CIS, G-20), result-
ing in an oil shortage in Asia, the 
Middle East, and elsewhere. Further-
more, due to the hike in oil prices, the 
supply chains are disrupted, and the 
transportation of other commodities 
is also badly affected, and the prices 
for them are also touching the sky. In 
terms of Russia’s restrictions, they are 
and will be bad for the entire world, 
more or less. The country’s most vul-
nerable to the effects of Western em-
bargoes on Russia would be the least 
developed and developing countries, 
including the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA). As great influencers, 
OPEC and other oil-producing coun-
tries are the beneficiaries of inflation 
and high prices despite shortages of 
food commodities and supply chain 
disruptions. The OPEC states and 
its allies (OPEC Plus) agreed in July 
to boost oil production by 400,000 
bpd per month, which was cut by 
10 million bpd during the covid-19 
pandemic and gradually decreased 
to 5.8 million bpd. Furthermore, the 
global demand for oil is expected to 
increase to 99.9 million barrels this 
year, according to OPEC forecasts, 
due to frail economic activities caused 
by geopolitical uncertainties. The 
world’s great powers are attempting 
to resolve the energy crisis, with US 

President Joe Biden requesting OPEC 
Plus to increase oil production. But 
the fact is that as oil production rises, 
prices for the three global oil bench-
marks—Brent crude, OPEC’s basket, 
and West Texas Intermediate (WTI)—
are falling. According to estimates on 
OPEC’s website, there was a signifi-
cant range in oil prices from Septem-
ber 2 to November 25. The price of 
crude oil was $99.7 per barrel on Sep-
tember 5 and was calculated at $83.80 
per barrel on November 25. Despite 
the sanctions imposed on Russia, the 
OPEC bloc, which is essentially Sau-
di Arabia, has now announced the 
continuation of the OPEC Plus agree-
ment, a cut-off of 2 million bpd to sup-
port oil prices. Oil politics are at an all-
time high right now. Biden’s policy is 
to pressurize OPEC and its allies by 
spurring G-20 oil-producing countries 
from increasing their oil production 
to get some relief from this severe in-
flation and recover from the econom-
ic crisis. Furthermore, open media 
dialogues are eliciting US rage, as US 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
member Chris Murphy stated that 
“I thought the whole point of selling 
arms to the Gulf States despite their 
human rights abuses, nonsensical 
Yemen War, working against US in-
terests in Libya, Sudan, etc., was that 
when an international crisis came, 
the Gulf could choose America over 
Russia or China,”. The USA needs 
to design a “Full-Scale Re-Evolution” 
on the Saudi-US alliance. Among the 
hazy images, one thing stands out: for 
the first time in history, Saudi Arabia 
and Iran (as part of OPEC) are work-
ing together, ostensibly in support of 
Russia. The OPEC decision to reduce 
oil production paints several pictures 
of Saudi Arabia’s geopolitical under-
standing of great powers. It has de-
creased the rates for Asian importers 
(the biggest buyers of Saudi oil are in 
Asia, i.e., China, India, South Korea, 
and Japan), raised the oil rates for 
Europe, and left the rates for the USA  
unchanged.

Courtesy Pakistan Today
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Oil politics amidst Russia Ukraine War
— By Pairman Bazai

December is usually known for 
joyous celebrations as the world 
awaits a new year with new hope 
and resolutions. As everyone gears 
up for 2023, it is also a moment to 
reflect back on the important de-
velopments that occurred in the 
passing year. As far as Pakistan is 
concerned, unfortunately 2022 has 
not been the best for many reasons. 
If there was a need to identify one 
phrase to define this year, it would 
be ‘uninterrupted political chaos 
and uncertainty’, which has over-
shadowed other important aspects 
and continues to hover like a dark 
cloud. The state witnessed a signif-
icant change in the political land-
scape, and the situation has been 
unstable ever since. The changing 
dynamics, clearly visible from the 
initial part of the year, finally culmi-
nated in the replacement of the gov-
ernment with a new coalition set up 
in April 2022 via a vote of no-con-
fidence. In contrast to perceptions, 
this transition of power was not 
smooth and has failed to find sta-
bility so far. Political instability 
was shortly followed by economic 
instability and heavy floods. Both 
adversely impacted a large part of 
the population. However, neither 
was given due projection and atten-
tion given that the major focus of 
the year was fixed on the political 
turmoil. In addition, events such as 
the brutal murder of a renowned in-
vestigative journalist and a murder 
attempt on the head of a popular po-
litical party has further added fuel 
to the existing situation, creating 
further mistrust in public. The un-
folding of such events in Pakistan is 
indeed alarming at many levels. The 
constitutional and legal framework 
of the state is being questioned 
given the manner in which various 
aspects of the crisis have been man-
aged. The rift between the president 
and the Prime Minister’s Office, fol-
lowed by a tussle between the fed-
eral and provincial governments, 
took a toll on the reputation of these 
highly reputed offices. The overall 
political picture has also challenged 
the credibility of various state in-
stitutions and their role in state af-
fairs. To be fair, Pakistan has been 
prone to political upheavals over 

the past 75 years. The trickling of 
political tensions into the social fab-
ric and streets is not surprising, but 
the public emotion is vividly more 
intense this time. The political po-
larization, which has surged to an 
unprecedented level, is taking a toll 
on society as a whole. The damage 
being done appears irreparable, at 
least for the short term. Moreover, 
the ‘container raj’ on the roads ow-
ing to the culture of ‘long marches’ 
and the corresponding resistance 
has become a norm for the residents 
of the twin cities of Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi and has contributed to 
economic woes apart from being a 
source of commuter inconvenience. 
The problems confronted by the 
state need due attention. It is wor-
rying to learn that a recent survey 
conducted by PIDE revealed that 37 
per cent of the population wishes 
to leave the country if they get an 
opportunity. Furthermore, the situa-
tion is even more concerning vis-a-
vis the youth. As per the report, of 
the male citizens (aged 15-24 years), 
62 per cent desire to leave the coun-
try. This desire was weakest among 
the people who have never been to 
school – 22 per cent. On the other 
hand, educated individuals have a 
greater urge to migrate, which can 
have considerable implications for 
the state. The survey is not direct-
ly linked to the political crisis but 
can be used to have an idea of the 
public pulse, while suggesting that 
further instability will deteriorate 
the situation. The figures presented 
in the report are a wake-up call for 
each of us as to where the country 
is headed. Concerned stakeholders 
need to be cognizant that Pakistan 
cannot progress like this, and this 
unnecessary trend of political cha-
os needs to be discouraged, so that 
the core and basic issues of the peo-
ple are prioritized. As if all this was 
not enough, historic rains occurred 
during the monsoon this year, caus-
ing unprecedented loss of life and 
property in most parts of the coun-
try due to super floods. Rehabilita-
tion efforts remain underway and 
may take months, if not years, to 
recover from and rebuild.

Courtesy The News

Pakistan 2022: a rewind
— By Shaza Arif

Pakistan for everyone  
Around 1 million people live with 
some form of disability around the 
world. A global celebration takes 
place every year for persons with 
disabilities, called the World Disabil-
ity Day. People with disabilities face 
difficulties both in obtaining em-
ployment and in carrying out their 
daily routines. They are judged and 
mocked for being born differently at 
the hands of the society. All of this 
becomes suffocating to them and 
despite the innovations in technolo-

gy that have taken over the world, 
PWD still have trouble finding their 
place in the world. PWDs remain the 
world’s largest minority group, but 
disability disparity remains an in-
visible issue in mainstream develop-
ment frameworks and activities on 
local, regional, national, and inter-
national levels. There is more to im-
proving the situations of PWD than 
bringing awareness to them, taking 
action, and making fair changes. 
Personalization is required. In addi-
tion to facing harsh treatment from 

others, PWD often have problems 
when they visit their banks. It is ap-
preciated that Bank Alfalah offers 
Braille-based documents, separate 
parking area, and low-height Qmat-
ics for visually impaired people. In 
the future, I hope other banks will 
follow their footsteps and make 
PWD’s lives easier by making a pos-
itive impact in society.

– Muhammad Alamgir Khan
– Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

A nationwide medical entry test 
was held by the authorities recently 
in November, and an overwhelming 
number of aspirants took the test. A 
staggering number of 46,232 candi-
dates took the medical entry test in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), some 
more than 80,000 in Punjab, and so 
forth. Seats on the other hand are 
very limited with nearly 1500 pub-
lic sector medical colleges in KP 
and approximately 3000 in Punjab. 
Albeit the patient-to-doctor ratio 
is relatively high in the region, the 
government job vacancies for grad-
uated doctors are intensively low. 
Though the step of the inauguration 
of new medical colleges subscribes 
to the wishes of the general public, 
the far-reaching impacts of unem-
ployment that have to follow are 
never kept on notice, either due to 
the lack of vision or to get the popu-
lar support for the vote bank. There 
is a substantial disparity between 
the number of doctors produced per 
annum and the jobs available for 
them, which marks an inevitable vi-
cious cycle. This maladministration 
has severe repercussions. First and 
foremost is the prevailing trend of 
Pakistan’s newly graduated doctors 
fleeing the country in an anticipa-
tion of a better future vis-à-vis a job 

and handsome pay. Keeping in per-
spective various insecurities rooted 
in the bad governance, hundreds of 
young talented doctors despite pay-
ing back to the mother country, de-
part. The departure of such a capa-
ble and refined lot has manifested 
to intensify not only the prevailing 
health issues but also the lack of 
faith in the government and its in-
stitutions. Second, in the never-end-
ing list of such snags is the strategic 
shift in the nature for which doctors 
are produced in the country ver-
sus a few decades ago. Previously, 
when this occupation was actually 
worth the hype, was when doctors 
graduated to cure the miseries of 
the nation. The prevailing circum-
stances are otherwise as the doctors 
are a product of a business. With 
the massive number of private med-
ical colleges inaugurated, the state 
is manoeuvring this sacred task of 
producing doctors into a business. 
The same doctors charge loads 
of money when themselves at the 
helm. Well aware of the fact that 
job opportunities are egregiously 
limited for doctors, the state values 
the business nature of this affair 
more. Third, last in the list but not 
least, the implication is switching 
the profession, which is the least 

noted. After years of blood and 
sweat and sleepless nights spent to 
one day cure the diseased, the last 
thing a doctor would want to con-
front is switching off the profession 
for the sake of solely making the 
ends meet. There is an appreciable 
number of such precedents. With 
more than 140 active medical col-
leges producing doctors, and their 
unplanned future by the state, this 
is a bound-to-happen event. With 
the yearly-usual event of bulking 
the fees of the private medical col-
leges as well as the self-finance, 
the stakeholders are worsening the 
crisis. This makes this degree more 
of a purchase and less of a token 
of meritocracy. Hence, already sur-
rounded by wealth, these students 
become doctors for title and pres-
tige. Class conflict and monopoly of 
money prevail, and justice for merit 
dies. The government of Pakistan in 
general, and of the provinces, needs 
to underscore this emergency. Issu-
ing health cards and announcing 
free health policies will not cater to 
all health-related issues. Losing a 
colossal proportion of self-made tal-
ent is the worst possible happening 
for a developing state to undergo, 
the aftermath of which is horrible.
Courtesy The Nation

Problems in healthcare
— By Asad Marwat 
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Thursday conferred Nishan-i-Im-
tiaz (Military) upon Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC), 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza and 
Chief of the Army Staff (COAS), 
General Asim Munir. Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif witnessed the 
special investiture ceremony of the 
top military personnel, here at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr. Federal ministers, 
parliamentarians and diplomats 
attended the ceremony. President 
Alvi decorated the CJCSC and the 
COAS with the prestigious award 
for their outstanding services to the 
country. According to the citation 
read out at the occasion, Gener-
al Shamshad Mirza was commis-
sioned in 1987 in Infantry Battalion. 
He graduated from Command and 

Staf College, Quetta and National 
Defence University, Islamabad. He 
also attended M.Sc (Global Secu-
rity) course from Cranfield Univer-
sity, United Kingdom. During his 
illustrious military career, General 
Mirza served on various Command, 
Staff and Instructional assignments. 
His major staff appointments in-
clude Brigade Major of two Infan-
try Brigades, General Staff Officer 
Grade-1 (Plans) at Pakistan Contin-

gent United Nations Mission Sierra 
Leon, Director Military Operations 
and Director General Military Op-
erations, Vice Chief of General 
Staff, Adjutant General and Chief of 
General Staff at the General Head-
quarters. About General Syed Asim 
Munir Ahmad Shah, the citation 
mentioned that he was commis-
sioned in April 1986 in 23 Frontier 
Force Regiment and is a recipient 
of the coveted Sword of Honour of 
17h OTS Course. He is a graduate 
of Fuji School, Japan, Command 
and Staff College, Quetta, Malay-
sian Armed Forces Command & 
Staff College, Kuala Lumpur and 
National Defence University, Islam-
abad. He also holds M. Phil degree 
in Public Policy and Strategic Secu-
rity Management. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
on Thursday directed the new joint 
investigation team (JIT) to submit 
an interim report on the murder of 
senior journalist Arshad Sharif in 
two weeks. A five-member bench 
headed by Justice Umar Ata Bandi-
al issued the order while hearing a 
suo moto notice of the journalist s 
case a month after he was gunned 
down by the Kenyan police in a 
suspected mistaken identity case. 
During Thursday s hearing, Addi-
tional Attorney General Amir Reh-

man submitted a notification of the 
new JIT which was formed in line 
with the orders of the apex court.  
The probe team comprises IB DIG 
Sajid Kiyani, FIA DG Awais Ahmed, 
FIA’s Waqaruddin Syed, MI’s Mur-
taza Afzal and ISI’s Mohammad 
Aslam. The additional attorney gen-
eral told the court that prime sus-
pects including Waqar Ahmed and 
Khurram Ahmed would be brought 
back to Pakistan through Interpol 
if needed. He said the investiga-
tion into the murder case solely de-

pended on cooperation of Kenyan 
authorities. The chief justice re-
marked that the JIT could approach 
the apex court if they face any issue 
during the investigation. He also di-
rected the SSP of Islamabad police 
and his team to provide support to 
the JIT. Later, the court adjourned 
the hearing of the case for two 
weeks. A day earlier, the apex court 
directed the federal government to 
form a new joint investigation team 
(JIT) to probe the murder of Arshad 
Sharif.(Agencies)
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Pakistan ready to play part in SAARC’s revival: PM

Fazl biggest obstacle to elections, says Sh Rashid

OIC Secretary General due in Pakistan on Dec 10

Saifur Rehman’s name finalised  
as next Karachi administrator

IHC bars FIA from arresting Suleman Shehbaz

69,914 Vehicles Registered In Last 6 Six Months

Govt’s doors always open for meaningful  
dialogue with opposition: Tarar

Cases against Azam Swati challenged in SHC

First transgender school inaugurated in Lahore

Land record authority’s app to be launched soon

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Thursday said Paki-
stan was ready to play its part in re-
viving the South Asian Association 
of Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 
In a tweet on the SAARC Charter 

Day, he said the day was a remind-
er of the vast untapped potential 
of regional development, connec-
tivity, and cooperation among the 
countries of South Asia. Shehbaz 
Sharif pointed out that the people 
of SAARC countries were victims 
of these missed opportunities. “Pa-
kistan is ready to play its part in 
the revival of SAARC,” he said. The 
SAARC Charter Day is observed ev-
ery year on 8th December. On this 
day in 1985, SAARC Charter was 
adopted in Dhaka, during the first 
summit of the group. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: AML chief Sheikh 
Rashid said on Thursday the PDM 
was not in a position to go out in 
public and Fazlur Rehman was the 
biggest obstacle to elections. Sheikh 
Rashid tweeted if dialogue did not 
help paved the way for elections, dis-
solution of the provincial assemblies 
was the only way out. All political 
parties had ganged up to block Imran 

Khan’s way, he added. Mr Rashid said 
the PDM could not bear the burden of 
elections as the public was not willing 
to elect them in future. “Fazlur Reh-
man is trying hard to stop the elec-
tions”, he said. The AML leader said 
robust economy was essential for 
national security. The government, he 
said, was bent upon creating unrest in 
the country.  (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Secretary General of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation (OIC) Hissein Brahim Taha will 
lead a five-member delegation to Pa-
kistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
from December 10-12, the Foreign 
Office said Thursday. The visit, tak-
ing place at the invitation of Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, will 
be his first country visit since assum-
ing office in November 2021. During 
his visit, Secretary General will call 
on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and hold a delegation-level meeting 
with the foreign minister. The OIC 
Secretary General will also meet 
with the Minister of Kashmir and 
Gilgit Baltistan Affairs, the Minister 
of Information Technology, and the 
Minister of Commerce. He will also 
visit Azad Jammu and Kashmir. The 
Foreign Office said during bilateral 
talks, the OIC Secretary General and 

the Foreign Minister would discuss 
inter alia issues on the agenda of 
OIC including the Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute, Islamophobia, and the 
humanitarian situation in Afghani-
stan. “It will also be an opportunity 
to exchange views on vital issues of 
economic, social, and technological 
cooperation among OIC member 
countries,” he said. Pakistan as a 
founding member of OIC will contin-
ue to make efforts to promote Islamic 
solidarity, unity, and dialogue in the 
organization. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) on Thursday finalised 
the name of Dr Saifur Rehman, a 
government officer, as next adminis-
trator of Karachi. The selection of a 
grade-20 officer comes after a recent 
understanding reached between 
the PPP and the Muttahida Qau-
mi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) 
that would lead to strengthening of 
the local government system in the 
province. Former Karachi adminis-
trator Murtaza Wahab tendered his 
resignation in September last after 
the Sindh High Court (SHC) barred 
the Karachi Metropolitan Corpo-

ration (KMC) from collecting the 
taxes through K-Electric bills. How-
ever, the provincial government is 
yet to approve his resignation. The 
MQM-P, a coalition partner of the 
PDM-led government in the Centre, 
has been demanding appointment 
of one of its leaders or a govern-
ment official as administrator of the 
port city since Wahab sent his resig-
nation. The decision to appoint Mr 
Rehman is result of a recent political 
trade-off between the PPP and the 
MQM-P when the latter withdrew 
from Senate by-election in favour of 
the former’s candidate. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Thursday barred the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 
from apprehending Suleman Sheh-
baz, the son of Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, in a money laundering 
case. IHC Chief Justice Amir Farooq 
issued the order while hearing a pe-
tition filed by Mr Suleman seeking 
protective bail in the case as he in-
tended to return to Pakistan by end-
ing his self-imposed exile. During 
the hearing, Amjad Pervaiz, the 
counsel for the premier’s son, told 
the court that his client would arrive 
in Islamabad on Dec 11 from Saudi 
Arabia. To which, the chief justice 
ordered the suspect to surrender be-
fore court by Dec 13. A day ealier, 
Mr Suleman filed the petition to get 

protective bail from the high court, 
arguing that a false case of money 
laundering was registered against 
him. “Despite the fact I have been 
living in the UK since October 27th, 
2018, I had never received a notice 
from the FIA, who had filed a case 
against me while I was away. I left 
the country in 2018, but the case was 
only lodged in 2020 and afterwards. 
The court should set protective bail 
of two weeks,” he said. Talking to 
Dunya News yesterday, Suleman 
accused Shahzad Akbar, the for-
mer aide of ousted prime minister 
Imran Khan, of embroiling him in 
fake cases. “We won’t take any un-
justified action against the family of 
political opponents,” he maintained.  
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Excise and Taxa-
tion Department Islamabad has regis-
tered a total of 69,914 vehicles during 
the last six months from June to No-
vember 2022. Talking to APP, Director 
Excise and Taxation Department, Bilal 
Azam said during the last six months 
(June 01 to November 30) 69,914 pub-
lic and private vehicles were registered 
in four main categories. “A total num-
ber of 68,049 vehicles were registered 
in private category, which includes 
34,806 motorcycles and 24,135 mo-
torcars.” “Moreover, 6305 jeeps, 2025 
vans, 769 pick-up vans, 6 ambulances, 

2 wagons and a bus is registered in the 
E&T office during the last six months,” 
he said. He said a total of 742 commer-
cial vehicles were registered which 
includes 647 pick-ups, 34 wagons, 26 
trucks/dumpers, 18 mini trucks, 08 
trucks, 6 coasters and three tractors. 
“Meanwhile, in the government vehi-
cles category, a total of 1122 vehicles 
were registered which includes 275 
motor cars, 258 motorcycles, 260 pick-
up vans, 96 vans, 93 buses, 47 jeeps, 32 
tractors, 26 trucks,12 wagons, 09 am-
bulances, 08 minibuses, 3 forklifters, 2 
tankers and one crane. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister Attaullah Tarar 
on Thursday said that the govern-
ment was always ready for a mean-
ingful dialogue with the leadership 
of the opposition to resolve all is-
sues and bring political stability 
to the country. Talking to a private 
news channel, he said the coalition 
government, working under the 
leadership of Shehbaz Sharif, was 
willing to kick-start dialogue with 
PTI. Replying to a question, he said 
Imran Khan’s constitutional term 
ended in a “constitutional and dem-

ocratic way” and added that the PTI 
Chairman should come forward for 
an unconditional serious dialogue. 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan’s demand 
for early elections “is unjustified”, 
Tarar claimed, adding PDM be-
lieved in the politics of “democrat-
ic norms”. To a question related to 
Senior Journalist Arshad Sharif ’s 
murder case, he assured the nation 
that there will be a fair and trans-
parent investigation and the facts 
will be brought before the people.
(APP)

KARACHI: The son of PTI senator 
Azam Swati on Thursday filed a peti-
tion in the Sindh High Court (SHC), 
challenging cases filed against his 
father over controversial statements 
against state institutions. Barrister 
Usman Swati also sought court or-
ders to stop the Sindh police from 
registered more cases against the 
PTI stalwart, who is currently in cus-
tody of the Balochistan police. Mr 
Usman in a media talks said he had 
also asked the SHC to summon com-
plete record of cases filed the police 
against his father. PTI leader Firdous 
Shamim Naqvi said what was met-
ed out to Azam Swati was shocking. 
“This is the call of conscience that 
today we are here [SHC] to take up 
the matter,” he said while referring to 

the alleged leaked personal videos of 
Azam Swati. He said registration of 
40 cases against the PTI senator was 
part of a targeted campaign against 
him. A day earlier, the Balochistan 
High Court (BHC) directed police 
not to lodge any further case against 
Azam Swati. A bench comprising 
Justice Kamran Khan Mulakhail and 
Justice Amir Rana heard the plea 
filed by the PTI leader’s son, Usman 
Swati, to bar police from lodging fur-
ther cases against his father. A Quet-
ta’s district court remanded the sen-
ator in police custody for five days 
on Sunday, a week after the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) arrested 
him in Islamabad in a case pertain-
ing to controversial tweets against 
the military.(Agencies)

LAHORE: The Punjab School Ed-
ucation Department inaugurated a 
school for transgender community 
in Lahore the other day. Minister 
for School Education Murad Raas 
inaugurated the school in Garden 
Town near Barket Market. Several 
educationists, rights activists and 
transgender persons took part in 
the ceremony. The school will be 
providing education as well as the 
technical skills to the students in-

cluding sewing, stitching and cook-
ing. Free books, bags, uniforms and 
transport will also be provided. Mr 
Raas said the well trained teachers 
will also be from the transgender 
community. Around 50 transgen-
der persons have been enrolled in 
the school. SED had already estab-
lished three transgender schools 
in other cities including Multan, 
Bahawalpur and Dera Ghazi Khan.
(Agencies)

LAHORE: Provincial Revenue Min-
ister Nawabzada Mansoor Ahmad 
Khan has said that the Punjab Land 
Record Authority (PLRA) mobile app 
will be launched this month. He ex-
pressed these views during a meet-
ing with various delegations in his 
office here on Thursday. The min-
ister said that provision of facilities, 
including e-Gardavari, e-Registration 
and WhatsApp call center, would be 
ensured through mobile app in this 
month and citizens would also be able 
to identify property record through 
mobile app. He said that at the time 
of Inteqal (property transfer), the 
field team of the revenue would go 

to the spot and will ensure the pro-
cess of possession and release of the 
Fard, data of registration of Inteqal 
would also be available on the app. 
He said that regarding the launch of 
the mobile app, full awareness would 
be provided to the public so that peo-
ple could benefit from the facility. He 
said monitoring of the revenue offices 
would also be ensured through the 
mobile app and through it , an agree-
ment between the two parties could 
be registered online. Nawabzada 
Mansoor Ahmed Khan said that now 
citizens would be able to view their 
registry and property documents on-
line through the mobile app. (APP)

Sindh announces 
winter vacation  

for schools

Commissioner visits 
DHQ hospital

US officials visit USKT

Police arrest  
75 outlaws

KARACHI: The Government of 
Sindh on Thursday announced win-
ter vacation for schools and colleges 
— public and private — across the 
province. Schools and colleges will 
remain closed for winter vacation 
from Dec 20 till Jan 1, 2023, as per a 
decision taken by the provincial ed-
ucation department s steering com-
mittee. Sindh Education Minister 
Syed Sardar Ali Shah said the deci-
sion was taken after a meeting held 
by the sub-committee also agreed to 
reopen educational across Sindh on 
Jan 2, 2023. (Agencies)

SARGODHA: Commissioner Maryam 
Khan on Thursday visited the District 
Headquarters (DHQ) Teaching Hos-
pital and checked facilities being pro-
vided to patients. The commissioner 
checked the trauma centre, dressing 
room, CCU rooms, emergency wards, 
CT scan centre, laboratory and med-
icine stores. MS Dr Ghulam Shabir 
Tahir briefed the commissioner about 
administrative, financialand medi-
cal matters of the hospital. Maryam 
Khan directed the MS to provide the 
best medical facilities to patients in 
the hospital.(APP)

SIALKOT: A delegation led by US dip-
lomats Paul Gar and Hanna Johnson 
along with “Wild Wild East” musi-
cal band visited University of Sialkot 
(USKT) here on Thursday. The band 
constituted first generation south 
Asian-American Sanny Jain (drum-
set, dhol),Ben Parag (vocals), Alison 
Shearer (alto saxophone), Ryan Du-
gre (guitar), Almog Sharvit (bass). 
The band had a jamming session with 
Sargam band (Students band, USKT), 
Hussnain Javaid and Nisar Hussain. 
The purpose was to bring two coun-
tries together through music, art and 
shared culture to create a better envi-
ronment and to grow better with great 
sense of co-existence and peace.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Po-
lice Saddar Zone arrested 75 outlaws 
during the last month involved in 
crimes of heinous nature and recov-
ered vehicles, motorbikes, drugs, li-
quor and weapons with ammunition 
from their possession. Following the di-
rections of Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, 
the Islamabad Capital Police on Thurs-
day intensified crackdown against the 
criminal elements in order to eliminate 
the crimes from the city.(APP)

President confers Nishan-i-Imtiaz (military) on CJCSC, COAS

New JIT given two weeks to submit report on Arshad Sharif’s killing
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Eight power  
pilferers nabbed

Walk held on  
National Voters Day

DC inaugurates  
nutrition week

Law ministry and UN 
women held consultation

SARGODHA: Faisalabad Electric 
Supply Company (FESCO) Sar-
godha nabbed eight power pilferers 
from various areas of Sargodha. 
According to spokesperson here 
on Thursday,in line with special 
directives of Superintendent Engi-
neer Wapda (S. E) Circle office Sar-
godha, Ibrar Ahmed,a crackdown 
was launched in various areas.The 
FESCO teams accompanying task 
forces raided different localities and 
nabbed eight pilferers-- Tahir, Ha-
yat, Waqar, Hamaad, Sajjid, Majeed, 
Kamran and Ahmed. (APP)

SUKKUR: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) Sukkur re-
gion here on Thursday organized an 
awareness walk in connection with 
National Voters Day being observed 
across the country to mobilize eligi-
ble voters to register and exercise 
their right to vote. The walk started 
from the EC Office and concluded at 
Sukkur Press Club. The participants 
were carrying play cards and ban-
ners inscribed with slogans enrolled 
on the voters’ list to exercise their 
right of franchise. Speaking at the 
occasion, Regional Election Com-
missioner, Sukkur Region, Azizullah 
Abbasi said that it was the responsi-
bility of the Election Commission to 
register the votes as many as pos-
sible so that the people can choose 
representatives of their choice who 
would solve their problems. (APP)

NAROWAL: Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Shahrukh Niazi has said 
health of mother and child is of prime 
importance for a healthy society. To 
make health and nutrition awareness 
week a success in Punjab, the health 
department should take measures to 
deliver an effective message to peo-
ple. He expressed these views while 
inaugurating the nutrition week at the 
Primary Health Center here on Thurs-
day. CEO Health Dr Khalid Javed, DO 
Health Dr Muhammad Tariq, Dr Za-
hid Randhawa, District Coordinator 
for National Programme Dr Naveed 
Haider, Monitoring Officer Mumtaz 
Butt, In-charge BHU Chandu-wal Dr 
Muhammed Awais Joya and others 
were also present. (APP)

GILGIT: Ministry of Law and Justice and 
UN Women Pakistan here on Thursday 
organized a one-day consultation on the 
issues and challenges in the implementa-
tion of pro-women laws in Gilgit Baltis-
tan. The aim of the consultation was to 
develop an agenda and roadmaps for 
implementation of pro- women law in 
the GB region.   Parliamentary Secretary 
Law and Justice, Ms. Mehnaz Akbar 
Aziz in her opening address said, “Al-
though Pakistan has established a good 
legal framework for women through a 
number of pro-women legislation yet the 
conviction rates remain low. (APP)

FMs of Pakistan, Indonesia ink MoU on setting up JMC

Qatar, Pakistan enjoy strong bilateral relations based on solid foundations: Envoy

Global Geo-Politics 
Significance of President Xi Jinping’s visit to Saudi Arabia

BALI: The foreign ministers of Pa-
kistan and Indonesia on Thurs-
day signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on the es-
tablishment of Joint Ministerial 
Commission aimed at driving bilat-
eral engagement and cooperation. 
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari and his Indonesian coun-
terpart Retno Marsudi inked the 
document as they met in Bali. The 

two foreign ministers reviewed bi-
lateral relations, discussed region-
al and international situation and 

agreed to stay engaged. Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
also met Foreign Minister of Bosnia 
Herzegovina, Dr. Bisera Turkovic 
and discussed mutual collaboration 
through high-level exchanges, trade 
and mechanisms of bilateral coop-
eration. They agreed on amplifying 
magnitude of bilateral cooperation 
in areas that will translate into tan-
gible outcomes. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Qatar 
to Pakistan Sheikh Saoud Albulrah-
man Al-Thani has said that the State 
of Qatar and Pakistan shared unique 
historical ties, enjoying strong coop-
erative ties based on solid founda-
tions, and relations between nations 
have seen remarkable development 
in recent years in all fields. Address-
ing the audience on Qatar National 
Day in Islamabad, the envoy said, 
“the State of Qatar attaches great 
importance to its fraternal relations 
with Pakistan and is very keen to 

further strengthen the existing ties 
between the two brotherly coun-
tries. We wish that the bilateral re-
lations will see further development 
and progress in the future” Talking 
about the economic ties, he said that 
during the recent visit of Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif to Doha, Qatar 
announced to investment in Paki-
stan worth $3 billion. Amir of the 
State of Qatar has stressed the im-
portance of the brotherly and strate-
gic relations between the two coun-
tries and their aspiration to enhance 

economic partnership by raising 
trade exchange and promoting in-
vestments through the Qatar Invest-
ment Authority. The envoy further 
said, “We have doubled the number 
of Pakistanis working in the State of 
Qatar as Qatar is now home to about 
210 thousand Pakistanis. They are 
participating in the development of 
Qatar, and we appreciate their role 
in this regard. the Government of 
the State of Qatar has decided to 
gradually enhance the number of 
Pakistanis working in Qatar”. (APP)

President of China, Xi Jinping, has 
arrived on a three days official visit 
to Saudi Arabia. The whole world is 
monitoring this visit to gauge how 
it might impact the ever evolving 
global geo-political scenario. And 
make no mistake about it. It will 
prove to be a major event with a 
ripple effect reaching regions far 
beyond the borders of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (KSA), the Gulf 
Countries or even the whole of Mid-
dle East. A strategic partnership be-
tween Saudi Arabia, as the largest 
producer of fossil fuel and China, 

as the new emerging global pow-
er challenging the US hegemony, 
can be a game changer, completely 
upsetting the Old World Order put 
in place since the end of Second 
World War. Although we will have 
to wait to see exactly what new 
initiatiatives are undertaken, what 
areas of cooperation enhanced and 
what joint ventures started in  po-
litical and economic spheres, there 
should be no doubt about their sig-
nificance globally.  As we know the 
KSA has been a very strong ally 
and partner of the US for many 

decades, this bilateral cooperation 
between the KSA and China, is 
bound to be a big source of worry 
for the US and can become a big 
factor in diminishing their influ-
ence in the whole region. Another 
thing to watch out on this trip, for 
the US, would be the possibility of 
the challenge being contemplated 
in many circles to break  the he-
gemony of the “mighty” dollar, as 
the major global currency and re-
place it with the Chinese Yuan. The 
likelihood of such a step does not 
seem likely in the near future, but 

even small steps with the intent to 
move towards that ultimate goal, 
could have far reaching effect. An-
other important goal of President 
Xi Jinping on this visit, as stated in 
the media, will be China’s effort to 
meet with the leaders and  build a 
strategic partnership.with the Arab 
GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) 
countries. So let’s keep our fingers 
crossed as the visit progresses and 
see what the actual outcome turns 
out to be.

Contributed by Zarar Sheikh

Pakistani passport ranked fourth weakest in world

Bushra Bibi’s purported audio of request to Zulfi 
to sell Imran’s watches surfaces

CM Parvez Elahi greenlights energy generation 
through solid waste

Japan provides $ 3.87m grant  
for polio eradication efforts in Pakistan

Ranjha seeks lifetime disqualification  
of IK over misdeclaration

Iran’s SCO membership bears potential for  
regional peace including Afghanistan, experts agree

Christmas to spread joy in cold wintry Dec

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani pass-
port has once again been ranked 
the fourth-worst in the world, pro-
viding access to only 34 destina-
tions, according to the Arton Cap-
ital’s Global Passport Power Rank 
for 2022. The index is a ranking of 
the world s 98 passports according 
to the number of destinations their 
holders can access without a pri-
or visa or through visas on arrival 
facility. In the ranking, Pakistan is 
ranked only higher than conflict-hit 
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, which 
occupies the bottom position. The 
holders of the Pakistani passport 
can access to 10 countries without 
getting any prior visa and they can 
get visas of 34 countries on arrival. 
However, they require a prior visa 
to access 154 other destinations. 

However, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) s passport has been declared 
the most powerful across the world, 
providing visa-free access to 180 
countries. The citizens of Nether-
lands, Austria, Germany, Switzer-
land, and other countries visit 173 
countries without getting a prior 
visa. Similarly, the people of the US, 
Poland, Ireland, Denmark, Belgium, 
New Zealand, Portugal and Norway 
do not require a visa to visit 172 
countries. (Agencies)

LAHORE: An alleged audio of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
er Zulfi Bukhari and former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s wife Bushra 
Bibi has surfaced on social media 
in which she is asking him to sell 
some of the watches the PTI chair-
man uses. In the alleged audio, Zu-
lfi Bukhari can be heard greeting 

Bushra Bibi and calling her “Mur-
shid”. In reply, she says asks about 
his the first caller’s wellbeing. She 
can also be heard saying that she 
has some watches of the former 
premier and that she wants him 
(Bukhari) to sell them as they are no 
longer in use. Mr Bukhari says he 
will sell them.(Agencies)

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi on Thurs-
day approved the project to gener-
ate energy through solid waste in 
Lahore. A meeting was held under 
the leadership of the chief minister 
and it discussed the way to over-
come energy problems. The partici-
pants decided to explore the option 
of generating energy from solid 
waste in Lahore. The representa-
tive of the Norwegian company, 
Carl Fredrik, gave a briefing on the 
project and offered to generate 55 

megawatts of electricity from 1.250 
tons of solid waste a day. The Nor-
wegian company will initially invest 
$250 million on the project. The 
meeting was told that 5,000 tons of 
garbage was being collected daily, 
which could generate a lot of elec-
tricity. The chief minister said the 
energy obtained from solid waste 
would be used in the industries in 
the Sunder Industrial Estate. He as-
sured the Norwegian company that 
the government would fully sup-
port the project. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Japan has extended its support to 
the Pakistan Polio Eradication Pro-
gramme by providing more than US$ 
3.87 million as a grant. The grant will 
be used for the procurement of es-
sential oral polio vaccine, which will 
reach more than 18.61 million under 
five years old children in Pakistan liv-
ing in endemic and outbreak districts. 
The notes of the grant were signed 
and exchanged between the Govern-
ment of Japan and the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
between Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) and UNICEF. 
Minister for National Health Services, 
Regulation and Coordination, Abdul 
Qadir Patel and other dignitaries were 
present during the signing event. “Pa-
kistan has come a long way in the last 
30 years. From thousands of children 
paralyzed by poliovirus in the 1980s 
and 1990s, we have managed to re-
duce the number of cases and affected 

communities drastically,” said Health 
Minister Abdul Qadir Patel. Referring 
to the commitment of the government 
to polio eradication, the Minister said, 
“The Programme has successfully re-
stricted virus circulation to endemic 
districts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. We 
are committed and optimistic about 
eradicating polio by 2023.” The minis-
ter extended his sincere appreciation 
for the support of the Government of 
Japan and partners for their unwav-
ering commitment to Polio eradica-
tion. The Government of Japan has 
been supporting the Polio Eradication 
Programme in Pakistan since 1996. 
The long-standing partnerships have 
helped to reach millions of children 
with life-saving vaccines over the 
years. The grant and loan contribu-
tion from the Government of Japan to 
date has amounted to more than US$ 
238.66 million Dollars to support the 
Polio Programme in Pakistan through 
UNICEF. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senior leader of 
Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Mohsin Shahnawaz Ran-
jha on Thursday sought lifelong 
disqualification of Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan for making false statements 
and incorrect declaration. Talking 
to media persons, he said Imran 
Khan must be punished for filing 
misleading assets declarations in 
his annual returns filed with the 
Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP). Election Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) had only de seated 
Imran from Mianwali but he must 
be disqualified for life. He said 

Imran Khan was a petty thief and 
he devoured gifts he looted from 
Toshakhana. He said Imran Khan 
had destroyed country’s economy 
in his three years and six months 
rule, sabotaged China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) projects. 
A complaint has been lodged with 
the National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) by Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) MPA Sobia Khan 
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairperson Imran Khan for 
allegedly using government re-
sources for personal benefit, with 
the accountability watchdog start-
ing the investigation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: While a detailed as-
sessment of Iran’s membership of 
the SCO had to wait till the 2023, 
i.e., till the time the membership ful-
ly came into effect, it was agreeable 
that the membership bore incredi-
ble potential for Iran, said Ms Silvia 
Boltuc, Managing Editor, Special 
Eurasia, Italy. She was addressing 
a webinar titled Iran’s Pivot to East: 
SCO Membership and Regional Dy-
namics organized by the Institute 
of Regional Studies (IRS). She said 
that although the prevailing per-
ception about the SCO in the West 
was that of a forum for economic 
cooperation, for Iran, the SCO was 
more than that and served as an op-
portune forum to pursue its security 
and intra-regional trade interests. 
Infrastructural development and in-
tegration of the region were import-
ant for Iran, she added. Moreover, 
Ms Boltuc said that considering the 
fact that most of the SCO members 
were involved in Afghanistan, could 
also mean amicable grounds for 
multilateral cooperation. She said 
that the SCO and the North-South 

Transit Corridor could be linked 
together and the EU could avail en-
ergy benefits from this mechanism. 
Dr Javad Heiran, Director, Persian 
Gulf Studies Group, was of the opin-
ion that the Iran’s pivot towards the 
East was focused towards enhanc-
ing regionalism and could add to 
its own strategic value in the region 
while simultaneously dealing with 
the threats emerging from the West 
in the Middle East.   He added that 
the SCO could serve as the portal 
to provide political leverage to Iran 
which was imperative to balance the 
growing Western influence. Syed 
Fraz Hussain Naqvi, Research Lead 
Iran Program at IRS remarked that 
Iran’s membership of the SCO and 
its Look East policy was a reflec-
tion of its disappointment from the 
Vienna Talks. He said that the SCO 
could play a vital role in resolving 
the Afghanistan issue considering 
its resolve towards facilitating re-
gionalism and a vital multilateral 
channel for Pak-Iran trade since 
bilateral trade was minimum due to 
sanctions.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Christmas is around 
the corner to spread joy in the cold 
wintry December with majority of 
Christian community in the Federal 
capital like across the globe having 
started the initial preparations for cel-
ebrating this festival in a passionate 
way. The main markets and shops of 
the capital city have started display-
ing a variety of Christmas-related ac-
cessories for attracting the communi-
ty while the sweet and flower shops 
are also ready to gain huge profits 
through selling their items on this 
occasion. Every year, the Christian 
community with the advent of De-
cember starts their preparations by 
buying all the stuff including dresses, 
shoes and other accessories to mark 
the occasion in a befitting manner. 
Those who cannot afford to shop 
for their family from the main mar-
kets and malls during the prevailing 
price hike situation are also visiting 
the flea markets to buy second-hand 
clothes to become a part of this festi-

val. Rizwana Masih, a mother of three 
school-going children said, “My hus-
band is a cab driver and not earning 
much. We are hardly managing the 
educational expenses of our children 
and running the household affairs”. 
“Due to the price hike situation, it has 
become impossible to buy the new 
clothes and shoes of my children so 
I have decided to flea market for buy-
ing stuff for the occasion”, she said. 
The festival proves to be a blessing 
for the shopkeepers who earn good 
business through selling the festival 
related essentials. “Christmas is the 
main festival during this winter sea-
son through which we can earn good 
profits through selling decorative 
ornaments, chocolates, flowers and 
gift items in a bulk”, Sajid Ali, a shop 
owner at F-7 Markaz said. Talking to 
APP, he said, “We are expecting good 
sale on this years’ Christmas as most 
of the people prefer to buy gifts for 
their near ones to share the happiness 
of the festival”. (APP)
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 Russian coal  
exports surge

Dollar batters rupee for 
fourth consecutive day

MOSCOW: Russia’s seaborne coal 
supplies have started growing again 
after the EU loosened curbs on 
transportation of the commodity, 
Bloomberg reported on Wednesday, 
citing analytics firm Kpler. Accord-
ing to the report, October shipments 
surpassed 16 million tons, nearly 
matching a five-year high recorded 
in July. “It is possible that the EU’s 
clarification of their coal sanctions 
eased concerns from operators over 
whether they could transport Rus-
sian coal,” Filipe Gouveia, an analyst 
at international shipping firm Bimco, 
told the news outlet. He noted, how-
ever, that a pickup in demand from 
cost-sensitive markets had also con-
tributed to the increase. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan’s rupee dete-
riorated by nine paisas to Rs224.25 
during early morning trading on 
Thursday against the US dollar in 
the interbank market. As per the 
data released by the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) on Wednesday, the 
value of rupee shed by 0.02% from 
Rs224.11 to Rs224.16 during inter-
bank trading. On Tuesday, the rate of 
rupee slid by 0.09% from Rs223.91 to 
Rs224.11 during interbank trading. 
The rupee’s depreciation came on 
the back of the delay in formal talks 
by the global financial institution, In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
the overdue ninth review. On Mon-
day, the figures released by the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) showed the 
value of rupee sliding by Rs0.22 from 
Rs223.69 to Rs223.91 during inter-
bank trading. (Agencies)

The developing world is facing a US$2.5 tril debt shock

Pentagon awards $9bn in cloud computing deals to four firms

Moldovan traders expect to boost apple exports to Romania in January 2023

Vietnam, Cambodia lure Japanese apparel makers from China

SINGAPORE: Developing nations 
may need to find as much as US$2.5 
trillion over five years to meet exter-
nal debt-service costs, as interest rates 
rise and poorer countries struggle to 
refinance borrowings, a Finance for 
Development Lab model shows.  The 
findings published by the Bill & Me-
linda Gates Foundation-backed and 
Paris-based think tank assume interest 
rates climbing by 400 basis points from 
levels in 2019 and a 10% decline in cur-

rencies against the dollar. It assessed 
conditions in 113 countries, with China 
and Russia among nations excluded 
because data weren’t available. “Cur-
rent costs of funding make debt service 
hard to sustain, with an expected peak 
in 2024-25,” according to the authors of 
a paper based on the model titled The 
Coming Debt Crisis. “If such conditions 
were to hold, a significant liquidity 
crisis would quickly turn into a wide-
spread solvency crisis.” Developing na-

tions, with weaker sources of revenue, 
have borne the brunt of surging inter-
est rates and increased borrowing, a 
result of shocks including the Covid-19 
pandemic and Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, which has driven up world 
food and energy prices. A greater pro-
portion of poorer-country debt is now 
owed to commercial lenders, which 
offer shorter maturities, and capital 
markets have largely closed to many 
governments. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The Pentagon an-
nounced Wednesday it has awarded $9 
billion in cloud computing contracts to 
Amazon, Google, Microsoft and Oracle, 
after scrapping a previous deal during 
a dispute between two of those firms. 
The Joint Warfighting Cloud Capability 
(JWCC) is a “multiple-award contract 
vehicle that will provide the DoD the 
opportunity to acquire commercial 
cloud capabilities and services direct-
ly from the commercial Cloud Service 

Providers,” the Pentagon said in a state-
ment. Defense Department spokesper-
son Commander Jessica McNulty told 
AFP that JWCC is “composed of four 

contracts with a shared ceiling of $9 
billion.” In July last year, the Pentagon 
said it had scrapped the $10 billion 
Joint Enterprise Defense Infrastruc-
ture (JEDI) cloud computing contract, 
sidestepping a bitter dispute between 
Amazon and Microsoft. The Defense 
Department said the contract was can-
celed because it no longer met current 
needs, and that it would start a process 
for a new “multi-cloud/multi-vendor” 
computing contract. (Agencies)

CHIINU: Operators of the Moldovan 
fruit market expected an increase in 
the supply of apples to the Romanian 
market in December this year. As noted 
by representatives of fruit growers’ or-
ganizations in Moldova, there is no re-
vival of supplies compared to Novem-
ber (according to EastFruit, exports 
amounted to just over 600 tonnes) 
noted yet. However, encouraging signs 
of an increase in demand for imported 
apples from Romanian wholesale buy-
ers appeared at the end of November. 

Supermarket chains have started buy-
ing Polish apples, which are large but 
not perfect in other quality parameters. 
They look good compared to local Ro-
manian apples, but, according to Mol-
dovan traders, Moldovan apples “are 

quite competitive with Polish apples 
currently sold in Romanian chains in 
terms of quality.” Another thing is that 
Romanian retailers are ready to buy 
Moldovan “Golden Delicious” at a price 
of no more than 10-11 MDL/kg (0.52-
0.57/kg), in a cardboard box and in Ro-
mania. It means that for a guaranteed 
profitable export to the Romanian mar-
ket, the purchase price for these apples 
in the Republic of Moldova should not 
exceed 4-6 MDL/kg ($0.20-0.31/kg). 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Major Japanese apparel man-
ufacturers are shifting more of their 
overseas production from China to 
Southeast Asia, as China’s rising labour 
costs and zero-Covid policy chip away 
at its dominance. Amid a depreciating 
yen and rising costs of raw materials, 
apparel companies are using every 
available method to lower costs. The 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP), the Asia-Pacific 
trade deal that came into effect in Jan-

uary, has given companies a new life-
line. Major apparel companies, such as 
Adastria, Aoyama Trading and suppli-
ers of Uniqlo, are moving some of their 
production bases to RCEP member 
countries in Southeast Asia, taking ad-
vantage of reductions in or exemptions 
from textile import tariffs. Adastria, 
which owns popular fashion brands 
including Global Work, has increased 
production in Cambodia and Vietnam 
this year, mainly for standard products 

such as blouses. The production ratio 
in Southeast Asia by volume as of Au-
gust doubled year-on-year to 22%. The 
company plans to expand production 
areas to include Indonesia, Bangladesh 
and other countries, and increase pro-
duction in Southeast Asia to 50% by the 
fiscal year ending February 2026. Of 
the company’s clothing imported into 
Japan, the number of items produced 
in China fell to 59% in 2021, down from 
81% a decade earlier. (Agencies)

Oil prices drop as demand fears rise

Asian stocks edge up despite global growth worries

British farmers warn of food supply crisis

Pakistan blocks $225mn funds of airlines

Saudi Arabia achieves its first fiscal surplus since 2013

E-Pay Punjab fetches Rs135b revenue  
through 24 million transactions

Norway to make 1st offshore wind tender awards in 2023

HK S’pore spar for green finance supremacy in Asiabank

NEW YORK: Oil prices fell on Wednes-
day for a fourth straight session, pres-
sured by growing fears over weak 
demand reported Xinhua. The West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) for January 
delivery lost US$2.24 or 3%, to set-
tle at US$72.01 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. It marked 
the lowest front-month contract finish 
since Dec 21, 2021, according to Dow 
Jones Market Data. Brent crude for 
February delivery dropped US$2.18, 
or nearly 2.8%, to close at US$77.17 
a barrel on the London ICE Futures 
Exchange, also the lowest settlement 
since last December. Oil prices have 
been slammed recently amid anxiety 
that worsening macroeconomic con-
ditions would cripple energy demand. 

Wednesday’s US data showing a large 
build in US gasoline and distillate fuel 
stocks added to fears about easing 
demand for fuel. The US Energy In-
formation Administration (EIA) on 
Wednesday reported that US  total 
motor gasoline inventories increased 
by 5.3 million barrels during the week 
ending Dec 2, and distillate fuel inven-
tories jumped by 6.2 million barrels. 
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Asian equities edged 
higher on Thursday, propped up by 
Hong Kong and China stocks even as 
growing fears of an economic slowdown 
and worries over the pace of the Feder-
al Reserve’s interest rate hikes weighed 
on sentiment. MSCI’s broadest index of 
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan was 
up 0.19%, set to snap a two-day losing 
streak. China’s stock market was 0.12% 
higher, with Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
Index surging nearly 2%. The gains in 
Chinese shares came after some inves-
tors booked profits on Wednesday after 
the government announced sweeping 
changes to ease a tough anti-Covid 

policy that has battered the world’s 
second-largest economy. Elsewhere in 
Asia, Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 index 
lost 0.67%, while Japan’s Nikkei fell to 
a near one-month low. The market gen-
erally struggled for direction as traders 
digested data showing that US worker 
productivity rebounded at a slightly 
faster pace than initially thought in the 
third quarter, but the trend remained 
weak, keeping labour costs elevated. In-
creasing fears that the US central bank 
might stick to a longer rate-hike cycle in 
the wake of strong jobs and service-sec-
tor reports has crimped investors’ risk 
appetite. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Huge price hikes have 
left Britain’s farmers and growers in 
a dire situation, which could lead to a 
food supply crisis across the country, 
the National Farmers Union (NFU) 
has warned. According to its report 
on Tuesday, fertilizer, feed, fuel, and 
energy are all now more expensive 
due to the conflict in Ukraine and the 
Covid pandemic’s disruption to supply 
chains. Fertilizer prices have tripled 
since 2019, on top of a sixfold increase 
in wholesale gas prices, the NFU said. 
The current shortage of eggs could 

spread to other food products, the 
union warned. Energy-intensive crops 
including tomatoes, cucumbers, and 
pears are reportedly on track for their 
lowest yields since records began in 
1985, as producers leave agriculture in 
the face of rising costs. The NFU high-
lighted that the nation had lost about 
7,000 agricultural businesses since 
2019. “The danger is that we produce 
less and less of our food here, and we 
become ever more reliant on imports,” 
NFU president Minette Batters told 
journalists. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has blocked 
about $225 million for the airlines due 
to economic woes, and 27 other coun-
tries have also blocked the funds. Pa-
kistan is amongst five nations in the 
world that failed to make summers to 
international airlines. Other countries, 
such as Nigeria, Bangladesh, Lebanon, 
and Algeria have blocked $551mn, 
$208mn, $144mn, and $140mn, re-
spectively. “The total amount of airline 
funds for repatriation being blocked by 
governments has risen by more than 
25% to $394mn in the last six months”, 
the International Air Transport Asso-
ciation (IATA) reported. Furthermore, 
the total funds blocked now tally at 
close to $2.0 billion, it added. The IATA 

urges governments to remove all bar-
riers to airlines repatriating revenue 
from ticket sales and other activities in 
accordance with international agree-
ments. IATA’s Director General Willie 
Walsh said, “Preventing airlines from 
repatriating funds may appear to be an 
easy way to shore up depleted treasur-
ies, but ultimately the local economy 
will pay a high price. He further add-
ed, no business can sustain providing 
service if they cannot get paid and this 
is no different for airlines. Air links are 
a vital economic catalyst. Enabling the 
efficient repatriation of revenues is crit-
ical for any economy to remain glob-
ally connected to markets and supply 
chains. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia this year 
achieved its first fiscal surplus since 
2013, Al Arabiya reported on Wednes-
day. The Kingdom forecasts an eco-
nomic growth by 3.1 percent in 2023, 
Al Arabiya added. It also said that total 
spending will reach SAR 1.114 ($300 
billion) trillion in 2023, down from SAR 
1.132 trillion ($301 billion) in 2022, 
adding that public debt will decline by 
3.5 percent in 2023 to SAR 951 billion 
($253 billion). Saudi Arabia said on 

Thursday it expects debt issuance in 
the fourth quarter of this year at about 
22 billion riyals ($5.85 billion), out of an 
expected roughly 115 billion riyals debt 
issuance for the full year. Non-oil GDP 
growth is expected at 5.9 percent this 
year, the world’s top oil exporter said in 
a budget statement. Saudi government 
reserves at the Saudi Central Bank are 
expected at about 399 billion riyals at 
the end of next year, the statement said. 
(Agencies)

Lahore: The Government of Punjab has 
collected a record tax revenue of over 
Rs 135 billion to date through e-Pay 
Punjab, an online platform for the col-
lection of government receipts. This 
was stated during a progress review 
meeting chaired by Punjab Information 
Technology Board (PITB) Chairman 
Syed Bilal Haider. PITB Director Gen-
eral IT-Operations Faisal Yousaf and 
team also attended the meeting. On this 
occasion, Syed Bilal Haider remarked 
that the e-Pay Punjab has facilitated the 
citizens massively in paying their taxes 
online on the move or from the com-
fort of their homes. The participants 
of the meeting were apprised that on-
line transactions through e-Pay Punjab 
have crossed the mark of 24 million. It 
was further highlighted that the Punjab 
government has so far collected Rs 83 
billion as Sales Tax, Rs 16 billion as 
Token Tax, Rs 5 billion as Traffic Chal-
lan, Rs 16 billion as Property Tax and 

over Rs 354 million in lieu of e-challan. 
e-Pay Punjab, developed by PITB in 
collaboration with Punjab Finance De-
partment and 1 Link, has been offering 
online payment of 24 taxes/levies for 
11 different government departments 
across Punjab. It allows payments to be 
made via ATM, internet banking, mo-
bile phone banking or over the counter 
by visiting the nearest 1Link member 
banks. The taxes can also be paid using 
Jazz Cash, Easy Paisa, U-paisa and oth-
er microfinance banks. (APP)

OSLO: The Norwegian government 
plans to make its first awards in an off-
shore wind power tender by the sum-
mer or autumn of 2023, it said today as 
it published long-awaited criteria for 
companies to take part in the bidding. 
The Nordic country, a major producer 
of oil and gas as well as hydropower, 
plans to commission up to 30 GW of 
offshore wind capacity by 2040. A wide 
range of utilities, oil and gas producers 
and engineering companies have lined 
up to develop offshore power projects 
in Norway, including Equinor, Shell, BP, 
Orsted, Statkraft and Eni. In a first step, 

Norway will develop Soerlige Nordsjoe 
II phase 1, covering 605 square km of 
a wider, pre-chosen area bordering the 
Danish sector of the North Sea that is 
suitable for bottom-fixed wind-pow-
er turbines. As part of a compromise 
over rising domestic power prices and 
a looming power deficit, the first phase 
comprising 1.5 gigawatt of capacity 
will connect to the Norwegian market 
only. “The government wants ocean 
wind power to lead to industrial devel-
opments in Norway,” minister of petro-
leum and energy Terje Aasand said in a 
statement. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Hong Kong and Singa-
pore have long squared off to be the 
preeminent finance hub for Asia. That 
battleground is now shifting to the 
ESG space, with potentially trillions 
of dollars at stake. From green bonds 
to carbon trading and asset manage-
ment, both cities are angling to be the 
regional base for sustainable finance 
as governments and companies ramp 
up investments to fight climate change. 

Combined ESG assets could soar to 
US$53 trillion by 2025, with Asia spark-
ing the next leg of growth, according to 
Bloomberg Intelligence. The race to at-
tract all that fresh money and trading 
business in Asia will take years to play 
out, but so far Singapore has an ear-
ly edge over Hong Kong. “Singapore 
knows that it might not be as estab-
lished as Hong Kong as a financial hub. 
(Agencies)

Twitter to hike Blue pricing to  
$11 for iPhone app users

NEW YORK: Twitter Inc plans to 
change the pricing of its Twitter Blue 
subscription product to US$11, from 
US$7.99, if paid for through its iP-
hone app and to US$7 if paid for on 
the website, the Information reported 
on Wednesday, citing a person briefed 
on the plans. The move was likely a 
pushback against Apple Inc’s 30% cut 

on any payments made by users via 
apps on the iOS operating system, the 
report said. The lower pricing on the 
website was also likely to drive more 
users to that platform as opposed to 
signing up on their iPhones, the report 
said. It did not mention whether pricing 
would change for the Android platform 
as well. Musk, who took ownership of 
Twitter in October, is planning to roll 
out the micro-blogging site’s verified 
service with different coloured checks 
for individuals, companies and gov-
ernments after a botched initial launch 
led to a surge in users impersonating 
celebrities and brands on the platform. 
(Agencies)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

7Sports
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Friday 9 December 2022

LONDON: The Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) today fined Brit-
ain’s Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) 
£820,000 (US$1 million) for banning 
male players from Russia and Belar-
us from this year’s summer grass-
court events ahead of the Champi-
onships over Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Players were banned from 
the UK grass-court tournaments held 
in the build-up to Wimbledon, which 
became the first Grand Slam tourna-
ment to ban individual competitors 
from the two countries – a move that 
was condemned by the men’s and 
women’s tours. “The LTA is deeply 
disappointed with this,” the LTA said 
in a statement. “The ATP, in its find-
ing, has shown no recognition of the 

exceptional circumstances created 
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, or 
the international sporting community 
– and the UK government’s response 
to that invasion.” The ATP said in 
April that the “unilateral decision” 
by Wimbledon to exclude players 
from Russia and Belarus was unfair 
and could potentially set a damaging 
precedent for the game. (Agencies)

DOHA: Qatar received just over 
765,000 visitors during the first two 
weeks of the World Cup, according 
to an organisers’ report obtained by 
Reuters, falling short of the country’s 
expectations for an influx of 1.2 mil-
lion during the month-long event. A 
huge surge in visitors at this stage is 
unlikely with only eight teams stay-
ing on in Doha, and eight games left 
out of the 64 in the tournament that 
began on Nov 20. Organisers had pre-

viously identified the peak period for 
international visitors to be Nov 24 to 
Nov 28 during the busy group stage, 
when 32 teams were playing four 
matches every day. The Dec 7 report 
was prepared by the supreme com-
mittee for delivery and legacy (SC), 
which organises the tournament, and 
said that the first 17 days of the World 
Cup saw 765,859 international vis-
itors, more than half of whom have 
now departed. (Agencies)

FLORIDA: Tiger Woods, who hasn’t 
played a competitive round of golf 
since July, is set to return to action on 
Saturday night in The Match in Bel-
leair, Fla., despite an ailing right foot. 
Woods will team with top-ranked Rory 
McIlroy to compete against Justin 
Thomas and Jordan Spieth in a 12-hole 
competition at Pelican Golf Club. The 
match-play event will use a best-ball 
format, with the best individual score 
winning each hole. Last week, Woods 
was scheduled to play in the Hero 
World Challenge at New Providence, 
Bahamas, but he withdrew because 
of foot soreness. He is still struggling 
with plantar fasciitis in the foot but will 
get around the course this week in a 
cart. “I can hit golf balls,” Woods said. 
“It’s just hard getting from point A to 
point B, so (the cart) will certainly help 
a lot.  “Being in a cart is a totally differ-

ent deal. That’s something I’ve done at 
home ... quite a bit. When I was trying 
to gear up and be able to play in the 
Hero and see if I could actually do it, 
the walking part was the challenge, 
it wasn’t actually swinging.” The last 
time the public saw Woods play was 
at the Open Championship at St. An-
drews, where he missed the cut. He 
played in just two other events in 2022, 
placing 47th at the Masters and with-
drawing from the PGA Championship 
after the third round. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Superstar slugger 
Aaron Judge has agreed to a Major 
League Baseball record nine-year 
deal worth $360 million to return to 
the New York Yankees, according to 
multiple reports on Wednesday. The 
30-year-old US free agent outfielder, 
who smashed an American League 
record 62 home runs last season, had 
rejected a seven-year Yankees offer 
worth $213.5 million before the 2022 
campaign. His new deal, according to 
ESPN and MLB’s website plus multi-
ple New York media outlets, means 
Judge made $150 million by betting 

on himself in the 2022 campaign, 
when he led MLB in homers, runs 
scored with 133 and runs batted in 
with 131. Judge, who batted .311, was 
named the 2022 American League 
Most Valuable Player. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi Sports for All 
Federation has completed its prepa-
rations to host the Jeddah Half-Mar-
athon on Sunday, Dec. 10, with the 
support of the Ministry of Sports and 
the Quality-of-Life Program. Through 
this important event, the SFA aims to 
promote an active lifestyle and foster 
a competitive spirit among partici-
pants. The SFA has called on the pub-
lic to take part in the event, which will 
include 4km, 10km and 21km races. 

Participants can visit the Marathon 
Village, which will be open on Dec. 
9, from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., to collect 
their race numbers and racing tools. 
The village will host a range of en-
tertainment events and provide food 
and beverages. The tracks will cross 
Jeddah’s Formula One circuit, while 
the end of the half-marathon will see 
24 winners awarded cash prizes, es-
timated at SR1 million ($266,000) in 
total. (Agencies)

PARIS: Spanish tennis stars Rafa-
el Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz will 
face off on Sunday, March 5 at the 
16,800-capacity MGM Grand Garden 
Arena in Las Vegas. This will be the 
fourth meeting between the duo on 
the international circuit. The match 
has been dubbed ‘The Slam’ since 
it’s between the top ranked players 
in the world at the moment. Alcaraz 
is in first place on ATP Rankings, 
meanwhile 22-time Grand Slam win-
ner Nadal is in second place. Mean-
while, Novak Djokovic will begin 
his bid for a 10th Australian Open 
title at the Adelaide International, 
organisers said Wednesday, after the 
Serbian was granted a visa to enter 
the country. The world number five 
missed the opening Grand Slam of 

2022 when he was deported over his 
vaccine status after a high-stakes le-
gal battle. Australia has since lifted 
the requirement for visitors to show 
proof of Covid vaccination, and 
his three-year ban was overturned 
by the government in November. 
Djokovic said at the time it was a “a 
relief”. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Rushing here, there and 
everywhere all the time may make it 
feel as if you are getting lots of work 
done but are you? Today’s full moon 
will bring you to the point where you 
begin to ask if maybe you are doing 
too much. Yes, you are!
– TAURUS: Cosmic activity in the 
money area of your chart may be 
giving you cause for concern but are 
your worries over finances real or 
imagined? Most likely it’s the latter, 
so stop worrying about what you hav-
en’t got and look for ways to get more.
– GEMINI: It’s almost inevitable that 
you will get upset over something 
trivial under the influence of today’s 
full moon and by the end of the week 
you will be wondering what on earth 
came over you. Don’t get too angry 
though as you are far from alone.
– CANCER: What happens over the 
next 24 hours may not be to your lik-
ing but if you stay calm you can find 
ways to make it work in your favor. 
Happiness is not about absence of 
setbacks and challenges but about 
overcoming them with a smile on 
your face.
– LEO: If you don’t yet understand 
that there is no point trying to control 
events then you will by the end of the 
day. Sometimes even a Leo must just 
sit back and let life do its worst. That 

worst won’t be anywhere near as bad 
as you fear.
– VIRGO: Something will happen 
today that makes you wish you had 
been a bit less impulsive of late both 
at home and at work. Virgo is sup-
posed to be a cautious sign, so prom-
ise yourself that in future you will 
take the time to think before you act.
– LIBRA: You may have made up your 
mind about something but today’s 
full moon suggests you will have to 
think again. Take another look at the 
details and this time be more open to 
facts and figures that don’t agree with 
your preconceived conclusions.
– SCORPIO: This isn’t a good time to 
start something new, especially if that 
something requires a large outlay of 
money. If some of that money belongs 
to other people you may find they 
don’t share your optimism that there 
are profits to be made.
– SAGITTARIUS: You may believe 
with all your heart that your current 
course of action is correct but not ev-
eryone will agree with you. Today’s 
full moon is likely to put even the 
closest partnerships under a lot of 
strain, so just bide your time and let 
it pass.
– CAPRICORN: Once again you are 
doing too many things for too many 
people and need to cut back on your 
activities if you want to stay sane. Let 
those who expect so much of you 
know that from here on in they must 
go it alone – and mean it!
– ACQUARIUS: Have the courage to 
do what you want to do today and 
don’t be swayed by those who fear 
you are aiming too high. Compared to 
their limited ambitions you probably 
are but you have high expectations of 
yourself and don’t intend to back off.
– PISCES: A decision you have put 
off making for weeks, maybe months, 
can no longer be avoided. An issue to 
do with your family and your home 
life will only be resolved if you adopt 
a fresh approach, one that does not 
try to please everyone.
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 Russia outlines scenarios 
for Olympic return

Wasim Jr to replace 
Haris in second test

MOSCOW: Russia is preparing for 
the possibility that its athletes will be 
forced to miss the Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games, sports official Stanislav Pozd-
nyakov said on Wednesday. He added, 
however, that the country was still 
hopeful that bans imposed on Russia 
would be overturned in time for the 
event. Speaking at a meeting of the 
Russian Olympic Committee’s (ROC) 
executive committee in Moscow, or-
ganization president Pozdnyakov said 
that strategies were being prepared 
which take into account varying sce-
narios. “The priority scenario for us 
is that our athletes will take part in 
the Olympics in Paris, having passed 
through qualifying,” said Pozdnyakov, 
in comments shared by Match TV. “No 
one knows what the criteria for the re-
turn of Russians to international com-
petitions will be, it entirely depends on 
the IOC (International Olympic Com-
mittee) and international federations. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: All-rounder Moham-
mad Wasim Jr is likely to replace pacer 
Haris Rauf in the second Test against 
England, scheduled to be held at Mul-
tan Cricket Stadium from December 
9. Haris was ruled out of the remain-
ing Test series against England due to 
a grade-II strain in right quad. The fast 
bowler rolled over the ball while field-
ing during the first day’s play of the 
Rawalpindi Test. Therefore he would 
get rehabilitation at the National High 
Performance Centre. Meanwhile, 
Haris injury was another setback for 
Green-shirts as they have already been 
missing fast bowler Shaheen Shah 
Afridi who had also got hurt during 
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022 
final in Melbourne last month. Afridi, 
landed awkwardly while taking Harry 
Brook’s catch during the T20 World 
Cup 2022 final in Melbourne and was 
undergoing rehabilitation. (APP)

England recall Wood, Pope retains keeper’s gloves for Multan Test

Mdau hopes to see netball grow in South Africa

Miedema fires Arsenal closer to Women’s Champions league last eight

Azerbaijan to be first of six F1 sprint races in 2023

MULTAN: England have replaced 
injured all-rounder Liam Livingstone 
with fast bowler Mark Wood in the 
only change to their squad for the 
second Test against Pakistan, with 
Ollie Pope retaining the wicketkeep-
er’s gloves. Livingstone has returned 
home after sustaining a knee inju-
ry in his debut Test in Rawalpindi, 
where England pulled off a remark-

able 74-run victory for a 1-0 lead in 
the three-match series. Wood missed 
the first Test as he continued his re-
covery from a hip injury. Ben Foakes, 
who missed the opener with illness, 
is now fully fit but England skipper 
Ben Stokes confirmed that Pope, who 
made 108 in the first innings in Rawal-
pindi, will continue behind the wicket 
because of his superior batting. “I’ll 

still keep saying that he (Foakes) is 
the best keeper in the world,” Stokes 
said on the eve of the match, which 
begins on Friday. “It must sound silly 
to not be picking him but you got to 
see the conditions we face here. Paki-
stan is a very hard place to come and 
win. “Adding Mark Wood into the side 
gives us the best opportunity to take 
20 wickets. (Agencies)

CAPE TOWN: Although it is a dream 
for most athletes to pursue a profes-
sional career overseas, Tshina Mdau 
desires to see the country have more 
competitive players and teams. The ag-
ile and petite midcourt player reckons 
the 2023 Netball World Cup hosts can 
build a netball home that will see local 
players become the best in the world 
while attracting players from outside 
the borders to want to play their net-
ball in South Africa. Over the last few 
years, there has been an increase of 
South African players moving abroad 
to play either in the UK’s Vitality Su-

per League or Australia’s Suncorp Su-
per Netball where the sport is played 
in a more professional setup with lon-
ger-running seasons and salaries. “I 
definitely don’t see myself as part of 
that group, I am proudly South Afri-
can and I think there is a lot of work 
that still has to be done before I move 
overseas, anywhere. I think we have a 
good thing going on here at home and 
we just need enough players to believe 
in the goal, to show that we can also 
stand on our own as South Africans 
before we go somewhere else. But I 
understand that we all have different 

needs and at this current time, go-
ing overseas, obviously allows you to 
grow so much faster as a player but 
it doesn’t help when you are the only 
one growing and the rest of your coun-
try is staying behind,” says Mdau. Net-
ball South Africa’s move to contract 
players is a promising sign that in the 
near future, the country will see the 
sport becoming professional. Coun-
tries such as England, New Zealand, 
and Australia have had a professional 
league for years and are the leading 
countries in the world, thanks to reg-
ular high-intensity netball. (Agencies)

PARIS: Dutch international Vivi-
anne Miedema scored the only goal 
as Arsenal defeated Juventus 1-0 
on Wednesday to move to the brink 
of the Women’s Champions League 
quarterfinals. Miedema found the net 
after 16 minutes from a Stina Black-
stenius cross as the London side 
opened a three-point lead over de-
fending champions Lyon. They also 
have a five-point advantage on Ju-
ventus with just two group games left 

later this month. Earlier, Lyon romped 
past Zurich 4-0 in their Group C clash 
with striker Melvine Malard scoring 
twice. American international Lindsey 
Horan put Lyon 1-0 up on 14 minutes 
before Malard made it 2-0 with a tow-
ering header on the six-yard line after 
65 minutes. Malard nodded home 
again with 10 minutes remaining be-
fore Delphine Cascarino’s long range 
shot deep into injury-time made it 4-0. 
“We’re back in it,” said Lyon coach So-

nia Bompastor. “Now we have to win 
our last two games... our destiny is in 
our hands.” In Group D, Bayern Mu-
nich defeated Barcelona for the first 
time in four attempts as a 3-1 win took 
them level on nine points with the 
Spanish side at the top of the table. 
Klara Buehl, on her 22nd birthday, 
and Lina Magull put the German side 
2-0 up inside the opening 10 minutes 
in front of a crowd of 24,000 at the Al-
lianz Arena. (Agencies)

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s Baku City cir-
cuit will host the first of Formula 
One’s six sprint races next season, 
the sport said on Wednesday. The 
others will be held in Austria, at 
Belgium’s Spa-Francorchamps, Qa-
tar, Austin’s Circuit of the Americas 
and Brazil’s Interlagos. Azerbaijan’s 
race weekend is April 28-30, with the 
Austrian race at Spielberg from June 
30 to July 2. Spa is July 28-30, Qa-
tar October 6-8, Austin October 20-
22 and Brazil November 3-5. Baku, 

Spa, Qatar and Austin will be host-
ing sprints for the first time. Qatar 
was absent from this year’s calen-
dar due to the country hosting the 
soccer World Cup. Formula One is 
doubling the number of sprint race 
weekends, with three held this year 
at Italy’s Imola, in Austria and Bra-
zil. The sprint format involves quali-
fying on Friday for a 100km race on 
Saturday, with points awarded to the 
top eight, that sets the grid for the 
main grand prix on Sunday. Pole po-

sition is awarded to the fastest driver 
in Friday qualifying rather than who 
starts Sunday’s race at the front of 
the grid. The same format will con-
tinue next year, although Formula 
One is considering changes for the 
future including turning Saturday 
into a stand-alone race. Formula 
One said the choice of locations was 
based on research into which tracks 
offered the best overtaking opportu-
nities, close racing and high-speed 
sections. (Agencies)
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BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz hopes to develop a missile de-
fence shield in the next five years, he 
said in an interview with the Funke 
Media Group and French newspaper 
Ouest-France published on Thursday. 
“Right now, the government is talking 
to the manufacturers of the various 
systems to get ready for concrete 

decisions,” he said. Scholz also reit-
erated his goal of boosting German 
defence spending to meet the 2per 
cent-of-GDP target set for NATO al-
lies, including with the expansion of 
air defence for a so-called Sky Shield 
with other NATO states. Germany 
and more than a dozen NATO part-
ners are aiming to jointly procure air 
defence systems that protect allied 
territory from missiles. Among the 
options being considered are Israel’s 
Arrow 3 system, the U.S. Patriot and 
German IRIS-T units. In November, a 
stray missile landed in Poland near 
the border with Ukraine, casting light 
on NATO’s air defence vulnerabilities 
and prompting Germany to supply 
Patriot systems to Poland. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s lower house ap-
proved a bill Thursday to tighten the 
rules on religious donations after 
the assassination of former premier 
Shinzo Abe sparked scrutiny of the 
Unification Church. The church has 
been under fire since Abe’s murder 
by a man who reportedly resented 
the group over massive donations his 
mother made to the sect. The legisla-
tion, which will be enacted after pass-
ing the upper house later this week, 
was proposed by Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida, whose government has 
faced anger over links between pol-
iticians and the Unification Church. 
The legislation will allow religious be-

lievers and their family to ask for the 
return of donations, and bans religious 
groups from soliciting funds through 
coercive means, including linking do-
nations to spiritual salvation. Religious 
figures face fines, or prison sentences 
of up to a year, if convicted of pressur-
ing followers to donate. Kishida said 
Thursday that the legislation would 
tackle the “serious problem of dam-
age caused by large donations.” “The 
legislation bans malicious solicitation 
of donations and provides for admin-
istrative measures and penalties,” he 
said in parliament. The Unification 
Church denies pressuring members to 
make donations. (Agencies)

BRATISLAVA: The fate of Slovakia’s 
minority government hung in the 
balance on Thursday as opposition 
parties launched a no-confidence 
motion and the cabinet scrambled 
to win support for its budget and 
planned windfall taxes on the ener-
gy sector. Opposition groups have 
accused Prime Minister Eduard 
Heger’s government of not doing 
enough to help people cope with 
soaring energy costs. The debate on 
their motion is set to start on Thurs-
day afternoon with the final vote 
expected early next week. Analysts 
have said any change in government 
could affect the EU member’s sup-

port for neighbouring Ukraine, par-
ticularly if there is a victory for the 
leftist opposition which has said it is 
opposed to providing Kyiv with mili-
tary equipment. The government, in 
power since 2020, lost its majority in 
September when a junior coalition 
partner, the libertarian SaS party, 
left after clashes with the main rul-
ing Ordinary People (OLANO) party, 
mainly over the handling of the en-
ergy crisis. A government collapse 
could lead to a period of stagnation 
if Heger stays in office with limited 
powers while he or somebody from 
the opposition tries to form a new co-
alition. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Scientists have iden-
tified DNA from animals, plants and 
microbes dating to about two million 
years ago – the oldest on record by 
far – from sediment at Greenland’s 
northernmost point dug up around 
the mouth of an Arctic Ocean fjord, 
revealing an amazing lost world at 
this remote frontier. Researchers said 
yesterday fragments of DNA were 
detected for a panoply of animals in-
cluding mastodons, reindeer, hares, 
lemmings and geese as well as plants 
including poplar, birch and thuja trees 
and microorganisms including bac-
teria and fungi. DNA is the self-repli-
cating material carrying genetic infor-
mation in living organisms – sort of a 

blueprint of life. The mastodon was an 
elephant relative that roamed North 
and Central America until its extinc-
tion alongside many other large Ice 
Age mammals roughly 10,000 years 
ago. The discovery shows that it had 
a wider range than previously known. 
“The mastodon was a great surprise. 

It’s never been found on Greenland 
before. However, the greatest surprise 
was this unique ecosystem of Arctic 
and temperate species mixed togeth-
er with no modern analog,” said Eske 
Willerslev, director of the Lundbeck 
Foundation GeoGenetics Centre and 
leader of the study published in the 
journal Nature. “I don’t think anyone 
would have predicted Greenland hold-
ing such a diversity of plants and an-
imals two million years ago at a time 
when the climate was very similar to 
what we expect to witness in a few 
years because of global warming,” 
added Willerslev, who is affiliated with 
the University of Cambridge and Uni-
versity of Copenhagen. (Agencies)
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EU split over newest members joining ID-check-free zone
BRUSSELS:  European Union coun-
tries are weighing on Thursday wheth-
er the bloc’s three newest members 
Bulgaria, Romania, and Croatia can 
fully open their borders and participate 
in Europe’s ID-check-free travel zone, 
but more delays to their entry appear 
likely. A green light would be a boon for 
their economies. The so-called Schen-
gen area is the world’s largest free trav-
el zone. It comprises 26 countries — 22 
EU states plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway and Switzerland. Almost 1.7 
million people live in one Schengen 
country and work in another. Around 
3.5 million people cross an internal 

border each day. But full accession for 
the EU’s newest members — Bulgaria 
and Romania joined the bloc in 2007, 
Croatia in 2013 — requires unanimous 
support from their partners, and objec-
tions were still being raised on the eve 

of a meeting of interior ministers in 
Brussels meant to examine their cas-
es. The three countries already partly 
adhere to the Schengen rulebook, but 
internal border controls have yet to be 
lifted. The hold-up has long been over 
concerns among the trio’s partners 
about the reach of organized crime, 
unauthorized migration, and other se-
curity concerns. Last month, the EU’s 
executive branch, the European Com-
mission, ruled that all three candidate 
countries meet the technical criteria for 
joining, and the European Parliament 
has also voted in favor of their mem-
bership. (Agencies)

15 drug smugglers killed 
by Thai border police

Iran executes protester  
for injuring guard

New York Times  
journalists go on strike

Israeli forces  
kill 3 Palestinians

Heavy rains trigger 
floods in Portugal

BANGKOK: Thai soldiers clashed 
with suspected drug smugglers in a 
forested area in the country’s north 
near the Myanmar border, killing 15, 
authorities said Thursday. The sol-
diers encountered the group of sus-
pects carrying backpacks Wednesday 
evening and ordered them to stop, 
but they instead opened fire, accord-
ing to the Pha Muang Task Force, the 
military unit in charge of security in 
Thailand’s northern border provinces. 
A firefight ensued for about 10 min-
utes, the agency said. No soldiers were 
wounded but on Thursday morning 
when the military returned to inspect 
the scene in the Fang district of Chiang 
Mai province, they found 15 suspect-
ed smugglers dead and 29 backpacks 
packed with crystal meth, authorities 
said. It was still being investigated 
whether the suspects had brought the 
meth in from Myanmar. The route is 
a common one for drugs being smug-
gled into Thailand. The exact quantity 
of crystal meth seized was also not im-
mediately available, and the task force 
did not say whether any suspects are 
believed to have escaped.(Agencies)

DUBAI: Iran executed a protester to-
day who was convicted of injuring a 
security guard with a knife and clos-
ing off a street in the capital, Tehran, 
the semi-official Tasnim news agency 
reported. Nationwide protests that 
erupted after the death of 22-year-old 
Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini 
on Sept 16 represent one of the big-
gest challenges to the Islamic Repub-
lic since its establishment in 1979. The 
Tasnim news agency identified the 
person who was executed as Mohsen 
Shekari but gave no more details. 
Authorities have been cracking down 
on the protests and on Monday, the 
Revolutionary Guards praised the ju-
diciary for its tough stand and encour-
aged it to swiftly and decisively issue 
judgements for defendants accused 
of “crimes against the security of the 
nation and Islam”. The Tasnim news 
agency named the executed man as 
Mohsen Shekari but gave no further 
details. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Hundreds of journal-
ists and other employees at The New 
York Times began a 24-hour walk-
out Thursday, the first strike of its 
kind at the newspaper in more than 
40 years. Newsroom employees and 
other members of The NewsGuild 
of New York say they are fed up 
with bargaining that has dragged on 
since their last contract expired in 
March 2021. The union announced 
last week that more than 1,100 
employees would stage a 24-hour 
work stoppage starting at 12:01 a.m. 
Thursday unless the two sides reach 
a contract deal. The NewsGuild 
tweeted Thursday morning that 
workers, “are now officially on work 
stoppage, the first of this scale at the 
company in 4 decades. It’s never an 
easy decision to refuse to do work 
you love, but our members are will-
ing to do what it takes to win a bet-
ter newsroom for all.” Negotiations 
took place Tuesday and some of 
Wednesday, but the sides remained 
far apart on issues including wage 
increases and remote-work policies. 
(Agencies)

JENIN: Israeli forces killed three 
Palestinians, including at least one 
militant, during a pre-dawn raid in 
the occupied West Bank on Thurs-
day, Palestinians said, as a months-
long wave of violence continued. 
The Israeli military said that sol-
diers had operated around the city 
of Jenin to arrest two Palestinian 
men suspected of involvement in 
“terrorist activity”. During the ar-
rest raid, it said soldiers were “tar-
geted with direct fire and responded 
with live fire, hits were identified”. 
The Islamic Jihad claimed one of 
the men killed as a member and 
his body was seen wrapped in the 
militant group’s flag at his funeral. 
(Agencies)

LISBON: Spain authorities put Por-
tugal’s capital, Lisbon, on high alert 
evening and urged people to stay 
indoors as heavy rains killed at least 
one person, washed cars away and 
flooded several buildings. Portuguese 
weather agency IPMA placed Lisbon 
as well as the neighbouring district of 
Santarem and the southern Algarve 
region on a “red” weather warning 
due to intense rainfall and strong 
winds, which are expected to contin-
ue until Friday. In Lisbon, the Civil 
Protection authority has reported 
hundreds of incidents, from flooded 
streets, train stations, a theatre and 
even a hospital. Authorities have had 
to shut roads and tunnels. Images 
shared on social media showed flood-
ing in parts of Lisbon’s airport, and 
two flights were diverted. A spokes-
woman told Reuters the airport was 
now “operational”. (Agencies)
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WHO: Covid disruption resulted in 63,000 more malaria deaths
GENEVA: The coronavirus pandem-
ic interrupted efforts to control ma-
laria, resulting in 63,000 additional 
deaths and 13 million more infec-
tions globally over two years, accord-
ing to a report from the World Health 
Organization published Thursday. 
Cases of the parasitic disease went 
up in 2020 and continued to climb 
in 2021, though at a slower pace, the 
U.N. health agency said Thursday. 
About 95% of the world’s 247 mil-
lion malaria infections and 619,000 

deaths last year were in Africa. “We 
were off track before the pandemic 
and the pandemic has now made 
things worse,” said Abdisalan Noor, 
a senior official in WHO’s malaria 
department. Alister Craig, dean of 
biological sciences at the Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine, noted 
that progress in reducing malar-
ia deaths had stalled even before 
COVID-19. “It is almost as if we have 
reached a limit of effectiveness for 
the tools we have now,” said List-

er, who was not linked to the WHO 
report. Noor said he expected the 
wider rollout of the world’s first au-
thorized malaria vaccine next year to 
have a “considerable impact” on re-
ducing the number of severe illness-
es and deaths if enough children get 
immunized, adding that more than 
20 countries have applied to vaccines 
alliance Gavi for help in securing the 
shot. Still, the vaccine is only about 
30% effective and requires four dos-
es. (Agencies)

COMMANDER  
ESTATES

Property Consultants

Lt Cdr (R)

Asmat Ullah Tariq 
CEO

Authorized Dealer for

- DHA Peshawar
- New Peshawar Valley

0345-8282666

0336-8282666

UG-356 Deans Trade  
Center, Peshawar Cantt.

commanderestates@gmail.com

Lebanon fails for 9th time to elect a president

S.  Korea’s truth commission to probe foreign adoptions

Scholz wants air defence shield in next five years

Japan approves law tightening religious donation rules

Slovak govt at risk as rivals call no-confidence vote

Oldest DNA reveals 2-million-year-old lost world

BEIRUT:  Lebanon’s divided parlia-
ment failed to elect a new president 
Thursday for a ninth time, despite the 
damage the political deadlock is do-
ing to efforts to bail out its bankrupt 
economy. Legislators will again meet 
next Thursday to attempt to fill the 
vacancy, according to a statement on 
Lebanon’s News Agency (NNA). Par-
liament is split between supporters of 
the powerful Iran-backed Hezbollah 
movement and its opponents, nei-
ther of whom have a clear majority. 
“Holding a session every week won’t 

change anything,” said lawmaker 
Alain Aoun, of former president Mi-
chel Aoun’s Free Patriotic Movement 
(FPM). Hezbollah opponent Michel 
Moawad, who is seen as close to the 
United States, won the support of 39 
MPs but fell well short of the required 
majority. Only 105 of parliament’s 128 
lawmakers showed up for the vote 
and as many of them spoilt their bal-
lots. Some MPs wrote in mock choic-
es for the vacant presidency, with one 
vote cast for late South African leader 
Nelson Mandela. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korea’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission will investigate 
the cases of dozens of South Korean 
adoptees in Europe and the United 
States who suspect their origins were 
falsified or obscured during a child ex-
port frenzy in the mid- to late-1900s. 
The decision Thursday opens what 
could be South Korea’s most far-reach-
ing inquiry into foreign adoptions yet, 
after frustration over broken family 
connections and laundered child sta-
tuses and identities grew and demand-
ed government attention. The adopted 
South Koreans are believed to be the 

world’s largest diaspora of adoptees. 
In the past six decades, about 200,000 
South Koreans mostly girls were ad-
opted overseas. Most were placed with 
white parents in the United States and 
Europe during the 1970s and 80s. Af-
ter a meeting Tuesday, the commission 
decided to investigate 34 adoptees who 
were sent to Denmark, Norway, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Belgium, and 
the United States from the 1960s to 
the early 1990s. The adoptees say they 
were wrongfully removed from their 
families through falsified documents 
and corrupt practices. (Agencies)


