
For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

About Khyber Mail The Khyber mail was first published in Peshawar, Pakistan in 1932. A newspaper in English by the eminent journalist Sheikh Sana Ullah. From 1932 to 1989 it has survived as leading 
English newspaper in the region by the sons of Sana Ullah i.e. Sheikh Zaka Ullah, Sheikh Inayat Ullah and Sheikh Saleem Ullah. 
The publication was shut down in 1989 due to various reasons. The current owner Rizwan Inayat son of Sheikh Inayat Ullah and grandson of Sheikh Sana Ullah, has restarted the family heritage but meeting with 
the requirement of the century, by giving the readers current happenings around the world with one touch anywhere any time and updating the reader to pace up with the world.

Editor: Omer Rizwan

www.thekhybermail.com

Chief Editor: Rizwan Inayat
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Pages 8     Price: Rs. 25/- Vol 10, No 83 - Saturday 10 December 2022  Jumada Al-Awwal 15, 1444 A.H.

Pakistan to provide medical education to prisoners
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has decid-
ed to allow young prisoners to get 
admission in various disciplines of 
medical education, including MBBS 
and nursing. Federal Health Minis-
ter Abdul Qadir Patel has instructed 
the Pakistan Medical Commission 
(PMC) to take steps to ensure that 
prisoners take the next admission 
test of medical and dental colleges. 
He said from next year the prisoners 
would also be allowed to get admis-
sion in nursing, allied health sci-

ences, MBBS, and other disciplines 
of their choice, state broadcaster 
reported. The minister announced 
that all public sector medical univer-
sities and health institutions would 
be bound to give admission to those 
aspiring prisoners who are in jail as 
this is their basic right to get educa-
tion. The decision aims at ensuring 
the rights of the prisoners and ex-
tending equal opportunities in edu-
cation so they could play a positive 
role in society. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON/MOSCOW/KIEV: The 
U.S. is sending an additional $275 mil-
lion in military aid to Ukraine, including 
large amounts of ammunition and high-
tech systems that can be used to detect 
and counter drones in its ongoing war 
with Russia, according to U.S. officials. 
The total aid amount is smaller than 
most of the recent packages the US has 
delivered, and it comes as many military 
officials and experts predict a reduction 
in attacks during the winter. NATO Sec-
retary-General Jens Stoltenberg said 
Russia appears to be slowing its military 
activities to regroup and launch a new 
offensive when the weather warms. The 
officials said the latest package of aid in-
cludes 80,000 rounds of ammunition for 
howitzers and an undisclosed amount 
of ammunition for the High Mobili-
ty Artillery Rocket System, known as 
HIMARS. It also includes systems to 
counter drones and air defenses, along 
with more HUMVEES, generators and 
other combat equipment. Meanwhile, 
Russian forces have installed multiple 
rocket launchers at Ukraine’s shut-
down Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant, Ukrainian officials claimed, rais-
ing fears Europe’s largest atomic power 
station could be used as a base to fire 
on Ukrainian territory and heightening 
radiation dangers. Ukraine’s nuclear 
company Energoatom said in a state-
ment that Russian forces occupying the 
plant have placed several Grad multi-
ple rocket launchers near one of its six 
nuclear reactors. It said the offensive 
systems are located at new “protective 
structures” the Russians secretly built, 
“violating all conditions for nuclear 
and radiation safety.” President Putin 

said the West’s desire to maintain its 
dominance on the world stage was in-
creasing the risks of conflict. “The po-
tential for conflict in the world is grow-
ing and this is a direct consequence 
of the attempts by Western elites to 
preserve their political, financial, mili-
tary and ideological dominance by any 
means,” Putin said. The Russian leader 
was speaking in a video message to a 
summit of defence ministers from the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 
“They deliberately multiply chaos and 
aggravate the international situation,” 
Putin said. Diplomats from Russia and 
the US have met in Istanbul to discuss 
technical issues in their bilateral rela-
tionship, Russian state news agencies 
reported quoting Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Ryabkov. The TASS agen-
cy said the two sides discussed “difficult 
questions”, including visas, embassy 
staffing levels and the work institutions 
and agencies abroad, among other un-
specified issues. He said it was a tech-
nical meeting and should not be seen 
as a sign the two sides were ready to 
resume discussing “major issues”. India 
PM Modi will skip an annual summit 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
say media report on Friday. Modi and 
Putin met in September on the side-
lines of a regional security bloc sum-
mit in Uzbekistan and have spoken on 
the phone a number of times this year, 
including on the subject of Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. Meanwhile, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan says 
he will speak to Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
on coming Sunday and Ukraine’s Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy to strengthen the UN-
backed Black Sea grain deal. Erdogan 

said this while speaking at a conference 
in Istanbul, where Zelenskyy also spoke 
by video link. Russia said that its ties 
with the US were still in “crisis” despite 
a prisoner swap involving US basketball 
star Brittney Griner and Russian arms 
dealer Viktor Bout. Tensions between 
Moscow and Washington have soared 
in recent months over a range of issues, 
peaking after President Vladimir Putin 
sent troops into pro-Western Ukraine. 
“It is probably wrong to draw any hypo-
thetical conclusions that this could be a 
step toward overcoming the crisis that 
we currently have in bilateral relations,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said. Ties “continue to remain in a sad 
state,” he said, adding that talks with 
US authorities allowed “a Russian citi-
zen, who was basically held captive by 
the Americans for 14 years to return to 
his country.” Russian forces shelled the 
entire front line in the Donetsk region, 
Ukrainian officials say. Near the towns 
of Bakhmut and Avdiivka, the region’s 
governor Pavlo Kyrylenko said that 
fighting was the worst. He said that five 
civilians were killed and two wounded 
in the Ukrainian-controlled parts of Do-
netsk over the previous day. “The entire 
front line is being shelled” adding that 
Russian troops were also trying to ad-
vance near Lyman. Similarly, in a vid-
eo post, Ukrainian presidential adviser 
Oleksiy Arestovych said, “The Russians 
have intensified their efforts in Donetsk 
and Luhansk”.  Bulgaria will send its 
first military aid to Ukraine. The list 
of arms is classified, but government 
officials have said Sofia would mainly 
send light weaponry and ammunition. 
(Agencies)
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ALICANTE: Spain, France and Por-
tugal agreed Friday to build by 2030 a 
major undersea pipeline to transport 
hydrogen from the Iberian Peninsula 
to France and eventually the rest of Eu-
rope. The pipeline is aimed at making 
the European Union’s energy supply 
more independent, a goal expedited 
by the Russian invasion of Ukraine last 
February that precipitated an energy 
crisis. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sánchez said the pipeline, dubbed 
H2Med, will be able to convey some 

2 million metric tons of hydrogen to 
France annually 10% of the EU´s esti-
mated hydrogen needs. The project is 
expected to cost 2.5 billion euros ($2.6 
billion). The announcement came after 
a meeting between Sánchez, his French 
and Portuguese counterparts and Euro-
pean Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen in the eastern Spanish city of 
Alicante. “Today, the Iberian Peninsula 
is becoming a major European energy 
gateway to the world,” Von der Leyen 
said at a joint press briefing. French 

President Emmanuel Macron said 
H2Med, which replaces an earlier pro-
posal to transport gas across the Pyre-
nees Mountains, will “take a new path 
through the Mediterranean and rely 
on a technology of the future, which is 
hydrogen.” “It will also probably allow 
later other European interconnections 
toward some other countries which 
will want to get that hydrogen,” he add-
ed. Portugal, Spain and France struck 
a broad deal on the plan in October.  
(Agencies)

France, Spain, Portugal to build hydrogen pipeline by 2030

China to use Shanghai exchange for yuan energy deals with Gulf nations: Xi

Headscarf debate heats up ahead of Turkish vote

German forces loyal to constitution - interior ministry

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s Islamic-rooted 
ruling party will submit a constitu-
tional amendment to parliament next 
week enshrining women’s right to 
wear headscarves at work and in daily 
life, reviving a hugely divisive issue in 
the officially secular state. The high-
ly-politicised decision by President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan’s AKP party comes 
six months before the next election 
-- and one that promises to be a tight 
race. The overwhelmingly Muslim-ma-
jority country’s founder Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk had sought to settle the issue 
when he built contemporary Turkey 
out of the Ottoman Empire’s ashes a 
century ago. But headscarves still pola-
rise Turks, exemplified in popular cul-
ture by the hit Netflix series “Ethos” in 
2020. “It’s all the rage now: every show 
has to have a veiled woman,“ sighed 

an urbane psychiatrist while flipping 
through television channels with a re-
mote in her hand. Erdogan’s 20-year 
stint as prime minister and president 
saw him champion the rights of con-
servative Muslims  including veiled 
women after decades of more secular 
rule. But it was his likely presidential 
rival from Ataturk’s secular CHP party 
who appeared to push Erdogan to mull 
constitutional changes that could be up 
for a referendum. Kemal Kilicdaroglu -- 
trying to woo Erdogan’s core support-
ers and strip away some of the AKP’s 
vote -- accused the president of trying to 
“hold veiled women hostage”. He con-
ceded the CHP had “made mistakes in 
the past” by imposing headscarf curbs 
and now wanted to write women’s right 
to cover themselves in schools and at 
work into law. (Agencies)

BERLIN: German lawmakers are call-
ing for a review of security arrange-
ments at the Bundestag lower house 
of parliament after authorities detained 
members of a far-right group that they 
say were preparing a violent overthrow 
of the state. German authorities on 
Thursday ordered 23 people to be held 
for questioning as they investigate the 
group. A former lawmaker from the far-
right Alternative For Germany (AfD) 
was among those detained, according 
to German prosecutors. Greens law-
maker Konstantin von Notz, chair-
man of the parliamentary committee 
that oversees the intelligence services, 
said the Bundestag’s security arrange-
ments were not made for “enemies 
of the constitution” to be elected to 
parliament. “We have to increase the 
protection concept for the Bundestag 
without sabotaging the everyday life of 
democratic lawmaker,” he told Redak-
tionsnetzwerk Deutschland. The AfD 
has condemned the far-right group’s 
efforts and expressed confidence in 
the authorities’ ability to bring clarity 

to the situation quickly and completely. 
Social Democrat lawmaker Sebastian 
Hartmann told the Funke media group: 
“The Bundestag should also review its 
security concept. Personally, I feel safe, 
but my confidence is not boundless.”  
Investigators have said the group, 
many of whom were members of the 
movement Reichsbuerger (Citizens 
of the Reich), planned to install aris-
tocrat Heinrich XIII Prinz Reuss as 
leader of a new state and found ev-
idence that some members planned 
to storm the German parliament 
and seize lawmakers. Members of 
the Reichsbuerger do not recognise 
modern-day Germany as a legitimate 
state. (Agencies)

SC declares new Reko Diq mine deal legal 
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of 
Pakistan on Friday declared the new 
Reko Diq mine deal legal and urged all 
provinces to amend their laws in accor-
dance with the agreement. An agree-
ment in principle was reached be-
tween the government of Pakistan, the 
provincial government of Balochistan 
and Barrick Gold Corporation earlier 
this year for the reconstitution and 
restart of the project, which has been 
on hold since 2011. The court also ob-
served that the Balochistan Assembly 
was taken into confidence regarding 
the agreement. The order stated that 
the law did not allow agreements on 
national resources in violation of the 
Constitution Barrick Gold Corporation 
assured that laws for wages would be 
abided by and most of the labour force 
would be recruited from Pakistan, the 
order said. The court was further told 
that the project would be used for in-
vesting in social initiatives and skill 
development schemes would also 
be launched under it, the order add-
ed. In October, President Dr Arif Alvi 

had filed a reference in the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan to seek an opinion 
on the Reko Diq case on the advice of 
the prime minister. SC had reserved 
the verdict on the reference last week, 
and announced it today. It said the deal 
was legal, and environment-friendly 
as well. Prior to announcing the ver-
dict, SC had sought the help of for-
eign experts on the subject. At a press 
conference in Islamabad in July, Bar-
rick President Mark Bristow had said 
that the first phase of Reko Diq cop-
per-gold project will be completed by 
2027-28, and the scheme will convert 
it into a “world-class mine and trans-
form Balochistan”. It will be operated 
by Canada’s Barrick, which will have 
50% ownership. 25% will be owned by 
the Balochistan government and 25% 
by Pakistani state-owned enterprises. 
“We will bring capital and technology 
to this project,” Bristow had said at 
the time. Both sides are committed to 
show the world how partnerships on 
huge projects can deliver excellent re-
sults, he said. (Agencies)

RIYADH: China’s President Xi Jinping 
said in Riyadh on Friday that China and 
Gulf nations should make full use of the 
Shanghai Petroleum and National Gas 
Exchange as a platform to carry out 
yuan settlement of oil and gas trade. 
China and states of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) are natural partners 
for cooperation, Xi said in a speech at 
the China-GCC summit. “China will 
continue to import large quantities 
of crude oil from GCC countries, ex-
pand imports of liquefied natural gas, 
strengthen cooperation in upstream oil 

and gas development, engineering ser-
vices, storage, transportation and refin-
ing, and make full use of the Shanghai 
Petroleum and National Gas Exchange 
as a platform to carry out yuan settle-

ment of oil and gas trade,” he said. In his 
speech, Xi proposed other areas for co-
operation in the next three to five years, 
including finance and investment, inno-
vation and new technologies, as well as 
aerospace, and language and cultures. 
“China is willing to carry out financial 
regulatory cooperation with GCC coun-
tries, facilitate GCC enterprises to en-
ter China’s capital market, establish a 
joint investment association with GCC, 
support sovereign wealth funds of both 
sides to cooperate in various forms,” Xi 
said. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan, Britain and Italy 
said Friday they will jointly devel-
op a next-generation fighter jet in 
a project that holds scope for future 
cooperation with allies including 
the United States. The new jet, to be 
ready by 2035, is expected to merge 
the nations’ current research into 
cutting-edge air combat technology, 
from stealth capacity to high-tech 
sensors. In a joint statement, the 
three countries said the “ambitious 
endeavour” would “accelerate our ad-

vanced military capability and tech-
nological advantage” at a time when 
“threats and aggression are increas-
ing” worldwide. Their announcement 
was accompanied by a set of images 
showing an artist’s impression of the 

sleek new jets flying past Mount Fuji 
and over London and Rome. They did 
not give a cost estimate, but the three 
countries are already pouring billions 
of dollars into high-tech fighter jet de-
velopment, efforts that will come to-
gether under the joint project, called 
the Global Combat Air Programme. 
“We share (an) ambition for this air-
craft to be the centrepiece of a wider 
combat air system that will function 
across multiple domains,” the state-
ment said. (Agencies)

Japan, UK, Italy to develop next-generation fighter jet
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*Staff Report*
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
termed the Cities Improvement Project 
(KP-CIP) as flagship initiative of the 
provincial government which on com-
pletion would provide all time solution 
to the issues related to municipal ser-
vices particularly provision of clean 
drinking water, sanitation and solid 
waste management in the major cit-
ies of the province. This mega project 
would also prove to be an innovative 
approach towards uplifting the cities 
and providing recreational facilities 
to locals. In his statement issued here 
from the chief minister secretariat on 
Friday, the Chief Minister said that un-
der the first phase of the project, physi-
cal work on various development proj-
ects has been initiated and would be 
completed on priority basis. He made 
it clear that the KP-CIP is worth more 
than Rs 100 billion project and is aimed 
at streamlining the overall system of 
municipal services in accordance with 
contemporary needs. The Chief Min-
ister maintained that despite multi-
ple challenges like corona pandemic, 
floods and fiscal constraints created by 

the incumbent imported setup at the 
center, the provincial government did 
not compromise on the welfare and 
development of its people. Develop-
ment activities are in full swing in all 
the regions including newly merged 
tribal areas. All available resources are 
being utilized to ensure that the ongo-
ing development projects are complet-
ed within the stipulated timelines, he 
added. It is pertinent to mention here 
that the chief minister during his recent 
visits to districts Abbottabad and Ko-
hat, has performed the groundbreak-
ing of seven different projects under 
KP-CIP which would be completed at 
an estimated cost of Rs 23.00 billion. 
According to details, the chief minister 
has formally laid the foundation stone 

of a mega project regarding rehabili-
tation of Water Supply System and es-
tablishment of a new water Treatment 
Plant in Abbottabad which would be 
completed at an estimated cost of Rs 
10.5 Billion. Other projects launched 
in Abbottabad include; Construction of 
Sherwan Adventure Family Park and 
Cricket Ground at an estimated cost of 
Rs 822 Million and Uplifting of the Old 
Bazar in Abbottabad city at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 355 Million. Similarly, the 
chief minister during his recent visit to 
southern district Kohat, performed the 
groundbreaking of a flagship project 
regarding improvement of the sewer-
age system and establishment of a new 
sewage treatment plant at Kotal Town-
ship (KDA) Kohat.
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CM Mahmood terms KP-CIP as PTI govt’s flagship initiative

Saffron harvesting starts after its successful cultivation in Bara
PESHAWAR: After a successful cul-
tivation of saffron crop for the first 
time in Bara tehsil of the Khyber dis-

trict, now its harvesting has started 
through which farmers have earned 
substantial income as compared to 
other crops. Director Agriculture Khy-
ber district Ziaul islam Dawar said that 
some areas of tribal district Khyber es-
pecially Tirah valley were suitable for 
saffron cultivation and the Agriculture 
Department had successfully cultivat-
ed the saffron crop in Khyber district 
benefiting farmers financially. He said 
with the support and guidance of Ag-
riculture Minister Mohibullah Khan 
and Secretary Dr. Muhammad Asrar 
Khan, the Agriculture Department 
of Khyber has achieved yet another 
milestone of successful cultivation of 
the saffron crop under the new pro-
vincial agriculture policy. He said that 
successful cultivation had started in 
various areas that include Mandika, 

Daru Ada and Surkas Bara in differ-
ent areas of Bara tehsil. He said that 
farmers have thanked the Department 
of Agriculture for facilitating and guid-
ing them about modern cultivation 
techniques and demanded the gov-
ernment to provide saffron seeds so 
that cultivation could be increased. 
Official of the Agriculture Department 
said that 1.3 million olive saplings are 
being planted in other tribal districts 
including Khyber and orchards are be-
ing planted on 6,000 acres under Fron-
tier Corps Enforcement project. The 
Director Agriculture said that Khyber 
District especially Tirah Valley was 
very attractive area for saffron due to 
excellent cold climatic conditions. He 
said that the Agriculture Department 
was paying full attention to the proper 
use of natural resources. (APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 230 232

China Yuan 32.11 32.36

Japanese Yen 1.96 2

Saudi Riyal 63.35 64.1

U.A.E Dirham 65.6 66.2

UK Pound 291.5 294

Euro 251.5 254

Australian Dollar 150.95 152.2

Canadian Dollar 164.69 166.04

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
150700 

Rs. 
138141 

Rs. 
131863 

Rs. 
113025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129200 

Rs. 
118432 

Rs. 
113050 

Rs.  
96900

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12920 

Rs.  
11843 

Rs.  
11305 

Rs.  
9690

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
366300 

Rs. 
335773 

Rs. 
320513 

Rs. 
274725

Turkish ambassador calls on Governor 

3rd phase of drug-free Peshawar drive from Dec 19

ADR act extended to the whole province

Open katchery held for inmates in Mardan prison
CTD arrests four members of Tipu group

Excise dept sealed heroin manufacturing factory 

Food authority seizes over 2,000 kgs of spurious gurr

Reception held to celebrate Turkish national day , 75 years of Pak-Turkiye friendship

WAPDA issues water position in rivers, barrages, reservoirs

PESHAWAR: Turkish Ambassador 
to Pakistan Prof Dr Mehmet Pecaci 
here on Friday called on Governor 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ghulam Ali. 
Honorary Consul General of Turkey 
in the province Salim Saifullah was 
also present in the meeting. They 
discussed the further strengthening 
of bilateral relations and cooperation 
between the two countries, especial-
ly the people of KP. The Governor 
said,”Turkey is our brotherly Islam-
ic country and people of both the 
countries are bound with each other 
in a strong relationship of love and 
friendship.” He expressed the grati-
tude to the Turkish government and 
people for helping Pakistan during 
the recent floods and in the past. He 
emphasized on promoting trade ac-
tivities between the two countries to 
benefit each others experiences and 
capabilities. “I myself have visited 

Turkey with a trade delegation and 
I recognize the potential for the de-
velopment of industry in Turkey,” the 
Governor said. He also suggested es-
tablishment of Pak-Turk medical and 
engineering colleges and universities 
in Pakistan as like Pak-Turk school. 
The Governor said,”The provincial 
and the district governments of KP 
are privatizing some hospitals in Pe-
shawar and proposed the Turkish en-
voy that their government can take 
a hospital and provide medical ser-
vices to the people of the area.” The 
Turkish ambassador welcomed the 
governor’s suggestions on cooper-
ation in trade, education and health 
sectors. He said that commercial and 
educational activities would be pro-
moted, public love between the two 
countries and bilateral cooperation 
in various fields would be further ex-
tended. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The third phase of drug-
free Peshawar drive would start from 
December 19 after which the provin-
cial capital would become totally free 
from drug addicts, said Commissioner 
Peshawar Division here on Friday. Pre-
siding over a meeting here at his office 
to review the performance of previous 
phases and arrangements for the third 
phase of the campaign, the commis-
sioner directed legal action against 120 
families of rehabilitated drug addicts of 
phase one for not taking care of them 
and they have relapsed into the addic-

tion and shifted to rehabilitation cen-
tres. The meeting was informed that 
the third phase of drug-free Peshawar 
campaign would be launched from De-
cember 19 under which the entire city 
would be cleaned from the drug addicts 
and the public would not see any drug 
addicts on the streets of Peshawar. The 
Commissioner issued necessary guide-
lines for preparations for the third 
phase to make the Peshawar city free 
from drug addicts. The meeting was 
attended by all administrative officers. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The provincial govern-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has ex-
tended KP Alternate Dispute Resolu-
tion Act, 2020 (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Act No.XIVIII has been extended to 
whole Khyber Pakhtukhwa province. 
This was announced during a meet-
ing regarding Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Act 2020 here in the Home 
& Tribal Affairs Department here on 
Friday. The Alternate Dispute Reso-
lution Act was earlier enforced in 16 
districts of the province and extended 

to the remaining 19 districts curtail 
the burden of cases on courts and im-
prove law and order situation in the 
province. Under the Act, arbitration 
committees of 50 members have been 
established in each district while the 
Home & Tribal Affairs Department is 
empowered to increase the number 
of arbitrators of the committee. The 
Home & Tribal Affairs Department 
has also issued a formal notification 
for the extension of the Act to the 
whole province. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
Mardan, Habibullah Arif Friday held 
an open katchery in Central Jail Mar-
dan to address problems of inmates. 
The open katchery was attended 
by concerned officials including 
Additional Deputy Commissioner, 
SP Operation, Additional Assistant 
Commissioner and representatives 
of social welfare department. On 
the occasion, Deputy Commissioner 

listened to the concerns of prison-
ers relating to medical facilities, un-
availability of lawyers, delayed bail 
and inter-prison transportation. He 
issued on the spot orders to address 
their problems and said steps would 
be taken to solve their problems. In-
mates appreciated the endeavors of 
district administration and suggest-
ed holding of more open katcheries 
in future. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Counter-Terrorism 
Department (CTD) in an intelli-
gence-based joint operation with 
security forces arrested four al-
leged members of Attiq-ur-Rehman, 
alias Tipu Group in Lakki Marwat, 
said a press release issued on Fri-
day. The arrested terrorists were 
allegedly involved in recent terror-
ist activities including target kill-
ings of police personnel, extortion 

and attacks on police installations. 
CTD has recovered arms and am-
munition from their possession. In 
another operation, another alleged 
terrorist, Zahidullah alias Lowan-
geen son of Mir Qadam, resident of 
Jani Khel was arrested. The arrest-
ed alleged local commander Akhtar 
Mohammad alias Khalil belonging 
to Jani Khel Group was carrying 
head money of Rs.2 million.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Excise Department 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa sealed her-
oin manufacturing and mixing 
factory in Sarband locality during 
a grand anti-narcotics operation, 
said an official handout issued here 
on Friday. Excise Department has 
earlier sealed a narcotics manufac-
turing factory on Kohat Road. The 
operation was carried out by the 
Special Squad-III of the Narcotics 
Control Wing of the department. 
The factory was operating in a Hu-
jra and the team of a special squad 

has taken material used in the man-
ufacturing of heroin, huge quanti-
ty of chemicals and 9 kilograms of 
freshly manufactured heroin into 
possession during the operation. 
According to an official of the Ex-
cise Department, narcotics manu-
factured in the factory were being 
allegedly supplied to nearby local-
ities and educational institutions. 
Three alleged accused have also 
been arrested during the operation. 
A case has been registered against 
the accused. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Safety and Halal Food 
Authority (KP FS&HFA) confiscat-
ed over 2,000 kilograms of substan-
dard jaggery (Gurr) from a local 
manufacturing unit during a raid in 
Jamur Kalay District Mardan on Fri-
day. According to KP FS&HFA, the 
Food Safety team caught the factory 

workers red-handed while producing 
unhealthy jaggery. The food handlers 
were mixing substandard gurr, sugar, 
chemicals, and non-food grade colors 
in the production of the jaggery. The 
Food Safety team sealed the unit, and 
assured of taking strict legal action 
against the culprits. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Ambassador of Turkiye 
to Pakistan Mehmet Pacaci has said 
Pak-Turkiye friendship is exemplary 
and people of both the countries ac-
cords much honor and respect to each 
others. He expressed these views 
while speaking at a reception hosted 
in his honor by seasoned politician, 
noted businessman of Pakistan and 
Honorary Consul General of Turkiye 
in Peshawar, former Senator Salim 
Saifullah Khan. The reception was 
arranged in connection with the cele-
bration of national day of Republic of 
Turkiye and 75 years of Pak-Turkiye 
friendship. Former governor Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa Zafar Iqbal Jhagra was 
the chief guest while the gathering 
was attended by people from differ-
ent walks of lives, including politi-
cian, businessmen, diplomats, Hon-
orary Consul General of South Korea 
Afan Aziz and others. Turkish envoy 
said people of his country have great 
regard for people of Pakistan for role 
of their elders in our war of indepen-
dence. He thanked people of Pakistan 
for celebrating national day of Tur-
key and said 75 years of Pak-Turkiye 
friendship will be celebrated in a be-
fitting manner. While referring to gen-
erous aid and support from Turkiye in 

response to catastrophes in Pakistan, 
including the 2005 earthquake, the 
2010 floods and the recent devastat-
ing floods, Mehmet Pacaci said it is 
religious and moral duty of our coun-
try to come for the help of brotherly 
country. “What we did was our duty 
which we fulfilled and will continue 
to respond in the same manner for 
helping our brothers.” During talks 
with newsmen, Turkiye Ambassador 
called for enhancement of regional 
cooperation for economic stability in 
the region. He said countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, Turkiye, Iran and Cen-
tral Asian Republics can form an alli-

ance for economic betterment in the 
region. Earlier, Salim Saifullah Khan, 
in his welcome address, highlighted 
the depth of Pak-Turkiye friendship 
and said people of both the countries 
have bond of connectivity on the ba-
sis of their common faith and cultural 
similarities. Saifullah said next year, 
a grand function would be arranged 
for the celebration of 100 years of 
Independence of Turkiye which it ob-
tained in 1923 under the leadership 
of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. “Pakistan 
and Turkiye are like twin brothers 
who feels the sentiments of joy and 
sorrow of each others.” (APP)

PESHAWAR: Water & Power Develop-
ment Authority (WAPDA) issued the 
position of the river inflows and out-
flows at Tarbela, Mangla and Chashma 
along with the reservoirs levels and the 
barrages on Friday morning. Accord-
ing to a spokesperson of the authority, 
inflows and outflows in Indus River 
were 19,800 cusecs and 46000 cusecs 
while inflows and outflows in Kabul 
River at Nowshera were 9,000 cusecs 
and 9,000 cusecs while at Khairabad 
Bridge inflows and outflows in Kabul 
Rive were 16,300 cusecs and 16,300. 
Similarly, Jehlum River at Mangla, 
inflows and outflows of water was 
8,400 cusecs and 22,000 cusecs while 
in Chenab at Marala, the inflows and 
outflows were 5,000 cusecs and 2,000 
cusecs respectively. In Jinnah Bar-
rage, inflows and outflows was 54,500 
cusecs and 49,500 cusecs, Chashma 
(inflows: 53,400 cusecs and outflows 

47,000 cusecs), Taunsa (inflows 48,400 
cusecs and outflows 40,000 cusecs), 
Guddu (inflows 38,900 cusecs and out-
flows 32,400 cusecs) Sukkur (inflows 
29,600 cusecs and outflows 12,200 
cusecs) Kotri (inflows 17,600 cusecs 
and outflows 6,300 cusecs), Trimmu 
(inflows 4,300 cusecs and outflow Nil 
cusecs while in Panjnad the inflows 
and outflows were 4600 cusecs and Nil 
cusecs respectively. Meanwhile, Tar-
bela Dam was operating at the level of 
1500.44 feet against the conservation 
level of 1,550 feet. Minimum operat-
ing level of the dam is 139,8 feet, Live 
storage on Friday morning was re-
corded 3.213 million acre feet (MAF). 
Similarly, Mangla Dam was operating 
at 1129.40 feet against the maximum 
conservation level of 1,242 feet. Min-
imum operating level of the dam is 
1,050 feet. Live storage on Friday was 
recorded 1.050 MAF. (APP)
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The President Arif Alvi has said that government and op-
position should sit down to develop a consensus on general 
elections, adding Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has the talent to 
bring government and opposition to one table. He said this in 
a TV interview, he added that martial law cannot be imposed 
as democracy is flourishing in Pakistan. Moreover, Pakistan 
will not default. According to news reports, Alvi and Dar have 
so far held four meetings to discuss upcoming polls, dissolu-
tion of provincial assemblies, and economic issues. Although 
PTI is declaring that the talks have not been successful, how-
ever, Alvi is continuing to make efforts for reconciliation. The 
PTI Chief Imran Khan was stressing for fresh early polls, as he 
believe that his party would make a clean sweep, if elections 
are held in the near future, while the PDM, was not interested 
at all as it was saying that more than eight months are still left 
in holding general polls and if thy go to elections at this stage 
would see a defeat, because the popularity graph of the PDM 
has downed due to price hike, unemployment and energy cri-
sis. As far as the elections are concerned, according to the 
Chief Election Commissioner Sultan Raja, the elections can be 
held only after the completion of the census. Moreover, he has 
said that EC is not against Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 
or giving the right to vote to Overseas Pakistanis (e-voting) 
but wants to devise an effective method for it, and it would be 
only possible if government and opposition make an accept-
able decision to all political stakeholders. It means that the 
situation is unclear so far, despite the fact that the PTI was 
bent upon holding general elections in the country. It is crystal 
clear that the situation would move forward smoothly if all 
these issues are settled down through reconciliation between 
government and opposition.

Reconciliation Is the Best Option

The USA is known as the world’s 
leading democracy country. The 
question may arise whether the USA 
considers it its ‘right’ to inform oth-
er countries of the world about dis-
appearances, murders or human 
rights violations. However, accord-
ing to various reports, the human 
rights situation in the United States 
is worsening daily. Gun violence, 
murder, police torture is increasing. 
The justice system is dying in the 
country vocal about protecting glob-
al human rights, which is making 
citizens themselves worry. The State 
Council Information Office of China 
published a report on the US human 
rights situation in 2021. According to 
it, it has worsened compared to pre-
vious years. Millions of people have 
died due to the government’s failure 
to control the corona epidemic due to 
political instability. At the same time, 
gun violence casualties have multi-
plied. “False democracy” tramples 
on the political rights of the Ameri-
can people, and aggressive behavior 
by law enforcement agencies makes 
life difficult for immigrants and ref-
ugees in the USA. Also, of concern 
is the country’s growing discrimina-
tion against ethnic minority groups, 
particularly people of Asian descent. 
According to many analysts, the US 
administration’s unilateral actions 
have created new humanitarian cri-
ses around the world. According to 
recently released statistics from the 
US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), 2020 saw more 
gun-related deaths than any other 
year. This includes a record number 
of shooting deaths as well as gun 
suicides. Analyzing data collected 
from various sources including CDC, 
FBI, US-based public opinion polling 
and research institute Pew Research 
Center says, in recent years, the 
complete data related to gun attacks 
in the USA is available in 2020. That 
year, 45,222 people lost their lives 
in such incidents. For years, there 
have been more gun suicides in the 
USA than gun deaths, the CDC says. 
In 2020,54 percent of gun-related 

deaths in the country were suicides 
(24,292), while 43 percent were ho-
micides (19,384). In addition, there 
were 535 “unintentional” gun deaths 
that year, 611 law enforcement-in-
volved deaths, and over 400 “unspec-
ified circumstances” deaths. A total 
of 45,222 people died in gun-related 
incidents in 2020, which is 14 percent 
more than the year before, 25 per-
cent more than five years ago and 43 
percent more than a decade ago. Gun 
violence has taken a toll in recent 
years. It killed 19,384 people in 2020, 
the highest since 1968. Gun deaths 
were up 34 percent from 2019, 49 
percent from five years ago, and 75 
percent from 10 years ago. The rate 
of gun violence is much higher than 
in other countries. Although a 2018 
study by the University of Washing-
ton’s Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation of 195 countries and 
territories says that in terms of such 
violence, several countries in Latin 
America outrank the USA. The study 
cited 2016 as the most recent year for 
gun violence statistics. According to 
the research report, the death rate 
from gun violence was 10.6 percent 
per 100,000 people in the USA that 
year. Whereas in Canada this figure 
is 2.1, in Australia 1.0, in France 2.7, 
in Germany 0.9 and in Spain 0.6. But 
the rate is higher than in the sain 
countries such as El Salvador, Ven-
ezuela, Guatemala, Colombia and 
Honduras. Overall, the USA ranked 
20th globally for gun violence deaths 
in 2016. What is the annual death toll 
in mass shootings? It is difficult to 
give a definite answer because there 
is no single definition of ‘mass gun 
attack’ or ‘mass shooting’. Its defini-
tion can vary depending on various 
aspects, including the number of ca-
sualties and the circumstances. Ac-
cording to the FBI, a mass shooting 
occurs when one or more individuals 
are actively involved in killing or at-
tempting to kill people in a populated 
area. According to this definition, 38 
people (excluding attackers) were 
killed in such incidents in 2020. The 
US Gun Violence Archive (an online 

database of gun violence incidents) 
defines a mass shooting as an inci-
dent in which four or more people 
are shot, even if no one is killed (ex-
cept the gunman). By this definition, 
513 people were killed by gun vio-
lence in 2020. But however defined, 
mass shootings kill more people 
each year than all gun violence com-
bined nationwide. According to vari-
ous monitoring organizations, more 
than 200 people died in the USA 
in the first five months of this year. 
As the general public panics over a 
spate of gun attacks, new questions 
have been raised about the role of 
the US police. According to a news-
paper report, since 2015, an average 
of 1,000 people have been killed by 
police in the USA every year.Earlier 
in 2014, after an unarmed black man 
named Michael Brown was killed by 
the police in Ferguson, USA, an in-
vestigation came out that half of the 
shootings or torture by police were 
not reported. A newspaper analysis 
of more than five years of media cov-
erage, social media posts and police 
reports found that the number and 
circumstances of fatal shootings and 
overall victimization rates remained 
relatively unchanged during that pe-
riod. In 2021 also 1049 people were 
killed by police firing. According to 
the report, an average of 1,000 peo-
ple died annually in gun attacks or 
similar incidents across the USA. 
The same number of people were 
killed in police firing. Although half 
of those killed in police shootings are 
white, blacks account for the major-
ity of victims as a percentage of the 
population. About 13 percent of the 
US population is black. Also, more 
than 95 percent of those killed by the 
police are men, between 20 and 40. 
At 2:30 PM local time on May 14, a 
supermarket in Buffalo, the second 
largest city in New York, was sud-
denly shaken by the sound of gun-
fire. An 18-year-old started shooting 
indiscriminately with a semi-auto-
matic assault rifle. He was in military 
uniform with body armour.
Courtesy Pakistan Today
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Gun violence: dismal situation in the USA
— By Samina Akhter

December 10 is celebrated as an in-
ternational human rights day acros 
the world as it was on this day, some 
74 years ago, that the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) adopted 
a document called the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights (UDHR) 
by 48 votes against 0. Among those 
48 member states, Pakistan was one. 
As Pakistan is signatory to it, and one 
of its pioneers, the country is under 
moral obligation to conform to it. In 
fact, it has adopted some of the rights 
from it. And the 1973 constitution, like 
previous ones, contains a chapter en-
titled Fundamental Rights which pro-
vides for basic human rights such as 
the right to life and security of person, 
freedom of expression, to mention 
but a few. However, one is saddened 
to know that the country has not 
been able to make much progress in 
upholding these rights and ensuring 
complete compliance with all 30 Arti-
cle of the famous document, UDHR. 
The rights and principles ingrained in 
it have been violated in the past and 
continue to be violated now. For start-
ers, forced conversions of non-Mus-
lim girls is still a serious human rights 
issue. Women and young girls most-
ly belonging to Hindu and Christian 
communities are forcefully abducted 
and made to convert through coer-
cion, and are later married to Muslim 
men. With every forced conversion, it 
is circulated that the girl had adopted 
the religion through her own choice 
and under no compulsion. Howev-
er, the ground reality is far cry from 
is stated. According to a 2019 report 
of the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, approximately 1000 cases 
of forced conversions occur in Paki-
stan every year. Much to our dismay, 
there are no laws against it. As this 
practice is more commonplace in 
Sindh, an Anti-Conversion Bill was 
proposed in the Sindh Assembly but 
it could not be enacted into law as re-
ligious parties objected to it. Thus the 
bill could not become an act. Another 
violation of the UDHR in Pakistan is 
the chilling practice of honour killing. 
Article 3 says that everyone has the 
right to life. Every year hundreds of 

women are put to death just because 
they exercise their right to marry 
a man of their choosing. A woman 
who does this is considered to have 
brought dishonour on the family 
and her death is viewed as the only 
option to restore that ‘supposed hon-
our’. According to a report of Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan, in 
2015 alone some 1100 women were 
slaughtered for this reason. Unlike 
forced conversions, this practice is 
criminalised and, like an ordinary 
murder, is punishable by a death 
sentence under PPC. Nonetheless, 
the offence goes unpunished as the 
perpetrators are hardly meted out 
punishment. It is widely believed that 
honour killing is never viewed as an 
ordinary murder. Even a man in the 
street never questions the validity of 
this. Thus law enforcement agencies 
do not take it the way they do an or-
dinary murder either. Brutal and in-
humane infliction of torture inside 
jails is also a violation of basic human 
rights. Imprisoned people are tor-
tured both physically and mentally so 
as to take information or confessions 
from them. This results in the im-
prisoned facing psychological issues 
and sometimes leads to their death. 
The death of Salahuddin Ayubi of 
Gujranwala in jail is a case in point. 
Though it is a crime, it also remains 
unpunished because of the ambiguity 
surrounding the definition of torture. 
Freedom of expression is yet another 
serious human rights issue. Journal-
ists, media practitioners and indi-
viduals who express themselves are 
kidnapped, imprisoned, tortured and 
sometimes killed. As per the ranking 
of Reporters Without Borders (RSF), 
Pakistan ranked at 145 position out of 
180 countries in its global press free-
dom report. This reveals how serious 
this issue is. Enforced disappearanc-
es is one more issue facing human 
rights in Pakistan. As against the Ar-
ticle 10 of the UDHR, people are ab-
ducted. Sometimes they are released 
and at other times they never appear 
again. 

Courtesy The Nation

Basic rights
— By Sajad Jatoi

Education, A Basic Need  
Education is a basic need for every 
citizen. In Pakistan there are many 
problems related to education. I 
want to discuss some of these prob-
lems. Education is the strength of 
the country. However, the literacy 
rate in Pakistan is 58%, which is 
not quite good. In schools, students 
treat teachers unfairly and over-
work them quite a lot. Teachers are 
the backbone of the education sys-

tem. However, these days’ teachers 
lack the skills to be effective for stu-
dents. There is also the rise of cor-
poral punishment in schools. Like-
wise, they do not use new methods 
and strategies and there is a lack of 
cleanness in the schools. In rural 
areas, schools tend to become play-
grounds for teachers and students. 
There has also been a rise in bul-
lying between students and an in-
crease of favoritism. There is also a 

lack of resources like books, librar-
ies and physical facilities. In school, 
classes are over-crowded. They 
should build more and more schools 
with less fees so that it is afford-
able for everyone. The government 
should solve these problems so our 
country can prosper. Likewise, the 
higher the literacy rate, the higher 
chances to flourish.
– Hifza Sajjad
– Lahore

Letters to the Editor

Earlier this week, planning minister 
Ahsan Iqbal inaugurated the 25th 
Sustainable Development Confer-
ence under the auspices of the SDPI, 
a think-tank established as part of 
the national conservation strategy 
circa 1990s. The event brought to 
Islamabad UNESCAP’s 6th South 
and Southwest Asia High-level Po-
litical Forum and Policy Dialogue 
on SDGs. The conference is a sud-
den reminder that we live in a re-
gion which, contrary to econom-
ic norms, trades the least within. 
Economists call it gravity model of 
trade that benefits the consumers 
most, an unpleasant reminder in the 
grave economic times for consum-
ers in Pakistan. While economists 
have moved on to an enhanced 
gravity model, the SAARC region 
continues to neglect intra-regional 
trade due to the unending acrimony 
between Pakistan and India. An ex-
ample of the strength of the model 
is that India is able to export to Pa-
kistan more than it imports despite 
the denial of the most-favoured na-
tion status. The minister urged the 
regional countries to make joint 
efforts to achieve common goals of 
poverty alleviation, literacy, sustain-
able socio-economic development 
and mitigation of climate disaster 
impacts. These words of his found 
place in media, though not promi-

nently. But the media blacked out 
his entry into the no-go territory. 
Departing, perhaps, from his text, 
the minister lamented the failure to 
hold the SAARC summit for years. 
(Disconcertingly, even the annual 
foreign minister’s meeting held on 
the sidelines of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York was 
cancelled this year) Most import-
ant, the minister received the loud-
est applause when he talked about 
the poor trade relationship. This 
“seditious” statement was made in 
the presence of Mikiko Tanaka, the 
Director and Head of UNESCAP 
Subregional Office for South and 
South-West Asia; Knut Ostby, the 
UNDP Country Director; Fathimath 
Niuma, the Deputy Minister for 
the Ministry of Planning, Housing 
and Infrastructure, Maldives; She-
han Semasinghe, the Minister of 
State for Finance, Sri Lanka; and 
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, the 
UN Under-Secretary-General and 
UNCESCAP Executive Secretary. 
Esala Ruwan Weerakoon, the Secre-
tary-General, SAARC, was present 
virtually. Not long ago, commerce 
minister Imran Khan submitted a 
summary to the cabinet on trade 
with India that had to be rejected 
by the one-page prime minister Im-
ran Khan. No wonder then that the 
utterings of the current planning 

minister were ignored by the media. 
India is an enemy, hence no trade, 
is becoming an article of faith. Our 
iron friend China and India are no 
friends, but trade between the two 
is far more than the entire foreign 
trade of Pakistan. Iran is no enemy, 
but smuggling is incentivised more 
than trade. Afghanistan, worth 
more as an economic asset than a 
strategic asset, is now being held 
responsible for our debilitating cur-
rent account deficit. Both are also 
being fenced against, the worst 
form of non-tariff barriers. Now that 
the most important appointment 
has been made, we must search our 
souls to know why we can’t stand 
our neighbours. Sometimes we do 
hear that we can’t change our neigh-
bours. Where is the neighbourhood 
strategy to make life easier for the 
consumers in general and the peo-
ple in the border areas? At the Is-
lamabad Security Dialogue on April 
2, General Bajwa observed: “Since 
Pakistan’s concerns are its people, 
we want to put the money where the 
mouth is. Today, Pakistan stands at 
the crossroads of its economic and 
strategic goals. It has north-south 
connectivity. We want to build con-
nectivity from east to west. This will 
increase trade and benefit Pakistan 
and the region.
Courtesy The Express Tribune

Remember the region?
— By Dr Pervez Tahir 
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LAHORE: Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah on Friday dared Imran Khan 
to dissolve the provincial assemblies of 
KP and Punjab and contest with Paki-
stan Muslim League - Nawaz (PML-N) 
in the elections. He said that his party 
has started preparations to welcome 
party supremo Nawaz Sharif, claim-
ing that he would return to the coun-
try to lead PML-N’s electioneering the 
day election schedule is announced. 
At a presser in Islamabad, the interi-
or minister reiterated that the general 
elections in Pakistan will be held in 
October next year as he refused to suc-
cumb to pressure through dissolution 

of KP and Punjab assemblies. He said 
the step would not reap desired results 
for Imran Khan. He revealed Nawaz 
Sharif will lead election campaign for 
PML-N once the election commission 
announces the schedule. The party 
has started preparations from today 

to welcome Nawaz Sharif upon his 
arrival in the country, he added. The 
minister dared Imran Khan to stop 
vacillating and dissolve KP and Punjab 
assemblies. He reiterated that the poll-
ing will be held within three months. 
“We will beat you in Punjab elections, 
and you will not find any place to hide 
your face,” he challenged PTI chief. He 
also took a jibe at Imran Khan for not 
coming to Islamabad and concluding 
his Haqeeqi Azadi March in Rawalpin-
di. Commenting on PTI leaders’ cases, 
he said the FIA did not register cases 
against Shahbaz Gill and Azam Swati 
for political vengeance. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: National Electric Pow-
er Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) on 
Friday organized a webinar on “Cyber-
security Roadmap -- Practitioner’s Ap-
proach” to create awareness amongst 
the public and private sector’s power 
entities on importance of cybersecuri-
ty. The webinar, held under NEPRA’s 
drive “Power with Security”, was ad-
dressed by NEPRA Chairman Tauseef 
H Farooqi and the cybersecurity ex-
perts, including CEO M/s Cybersecuri-
ty Experts Ammar Hussain Jafri, CEO 

Server for Sale Muhammad Munaf, 
and Head of Cybersecurity K-Electric 
Razi A Farooqui said a press release. 
The lead speaker Ammar Jafri briefed 
about the importance, roles and re-
sponsibilities of Computer Emergency 
Response Teams (CERTs), Sectoral and 
International CERTs and way forward 
for establishment of CERTs in Paki-
stan Power Sector. Muhammad Munaf 
briefed the participants about the Crises 
Communication Plan for data breaches, 
CERT team models and key factors to 

consider when cyber incident response 
plans are developed. Razi A Farooqui 
briefed the participants about building 
blocks of Cybersecurity Capability Ma-
turity Model (C2M2) framework, estab-
lishment of K-Electric CERT, enterprise 
level security model and key challenges 
they are facing while implementing the 
cybersecurity in operational technology 
assets. NEPRA Chairman, in his closing 
remarks, said the cybersecurity of pow-
er sector operational technology (OT) 
assets is our top priority. (APP)
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Bilawal discusses cooperation potential  
with Singaporean counterpart

PTI should apologise to journalists for abuse: Sherry

NTRC to start professional training  
for road safety program 

Govt calls for applications  
for innovator seed funds 2022 

Local admin must hold talks with protestors  
to avoid untoward incident in Bannu: Qureshi

Balochistan High Court quashes  
all FIRs against Azam Swati

SNGPL continues crackdown against gas compressor users 

HEC includes Sindh Varsity research journal in X-Category 

International anti-corruption day marked

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bi-
lawal Bhutto-Zardari on Thursday 
called on his Singaporean counter-
part Dr Vivan Balakrishnan in Sin-
gapore on the sidelines of the 29th 
Association of the Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum 
Ministerial Meeting in Phnom Penh. 
During the meeting, the two leaders 
shed light on the bilateral relations 
and agreed to enhance dialogue and 
cooperation. They also discussed 
the potential for bilateral trade and 
economic cooperation. They ex-
changed views on the global and 
regional issues. The foreign minis-

ter expressed admiration for Singa-
pore’s development model and the 
lessons it offered to the developing 
countries. The two foreign ministers 
also expressed support for the ASE-
AN-led process in the Asia Pacific. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party 
leader Sherry Rehman said in a tweet 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
should apologise for blaming and abus-
ing journalists. Sherry Rehman tweet-
ed that when news started coming on 
Toshakhana gifts and watches, the PTI 
not only denied the reports but also 
accused journalists of filling their pock-
ets. Ms Rehman said now one evidence 
after another was coming out in the 

public. The PTI had every right to deny 
the news with evidence but they did not 
have the right to accuse others of trea-
son and calling them envelope journal-
ists. The PTI should at least apologise 
for blaming and abusing the journal-
ists. The senator further said that even 
if it is late, the truth always finds its way 
and lies are always exposed. Imran 
Khan and PTI are burdened with their 
own narrative. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: National Transport Re-
search Centre (NTRC) has planned 
to train the professionals for ‘Traffic 
Awareness for Children Program’ af-
ter receiving a good response from 
public and private stakeholders. 
Talking to APP here on Friday, Assis-
tant Chief NTRC Yousaf Zia said that 
the traffic awareness program for the 
children has received an overwhelm-
ing response, and considering the re-
quests of public and private schools, 
NTRC has decided to train the mas-
ter-level trainers. He said the trainers 
would provide training in peripher-
ies and other cities regularly. Talking 
about the awareness program, he said 
that the program of traffic awareness 
for children has been designed using 
the five-pillar strategy of the Unit-
ed Nations for road safety. He said 
the program emphasizes road safety 
management, safer vehicles, safer 
road users, post-crash response, and 

safer driving environments. Yousaf 
said that the awareness program has 
eight components including vehicle 
types, safe walking, safe crossing, safe 
playing, traffic signs, types and use 
of vehicles along with an interesting 
quiz. He said that training handbooks 
have been published and to make 
the training more interesting for the 
kids training components have been 
made available in multimedia form. 
He highlighted that colorful cartoons, 
photos, signs, and quotations have 
made the course material interesting 
and appealing. Yousaf informed that 
NTRC has organized various training 
sessions at government and private 
schools of Islamabad and to enhance 
the outreach of the program, the task 
will be assigned to dedicated trainers. 
He said that government as well as pri-
vate organizations could consult the 
NTRC and arrange road safety train-
ing for children. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher education 
Commission (HEC), Pakistan has 
called for applications for Innovator 
Seed Fund (ISF) - 2022 from Pakistani 
students under the initiative ‘Turn Your 
Entrepreneurial Idea into a Successful 
Enterprise’. HEC, in that regard, has 
invited innovative start-ups owned by 
students, alumni, and/or faculty mem-
bers/researchers (from Public & Private 
Sector Universities/Degree Awarding 
Institutions) to apply for the Innovator 
Seed Fund (ISF) Grant. According to 
official sources from HEC, ISF, envi-
sioned for the development of innova-
tion and startup ecosystem in Pakistan, 
is a flagship initiative of HEC under 
the Higher Education Development in 
Pakistan Project (HEDP). The sources 
said that ISF is anticipated to support 
the development of fledgling startups 
having innovative ideas through the 
provision of seed funding grants, to 
transform them into successful and 
sustainable enterprises. The grant 
package includes up to USD 35,000 in 
seed funding, stretched over startups’ 

proposed budgetary requirements for 
activities including but not limited to 
entrepreneurial training, legal/finan-
cial / marketing training, and support, 
among other services, they added. As 
per eligibility criteria, the lead appli-
cant must either be a student, alumni, 
and/or faculty member/researcher of 
the Higher Education Institutions (pub-
lic and private). He/She must have en-
dorsement from one of the HEC Estab-
lished 35 Business Incubation Centers 
across Pakistan. The candidates must 
also have an SECP-registered busi-
ness concept, ensuring the legal status 
and promising potential of the startup. 
The priority sectors for ISF support in-
clude Agriculture, food Resources and 
Agri Tech, Housing, Construction and 
Manufacturing, Banking, Microfinance 
and FinTech, Health Care and Health 
Tech, Transportation and Logistics, 
Education and EdTech, E-commerce 
and Smart Retail, Sustainable Develop-
ment, Climate and Energy, Emerging 
Technologies, Creative, Digital Media 
and Arts & Culture. (APP)

BANNU: Chairman E Hujra of Bannu 
Gul Asif Qureshi has asked government 
to meet genuine demands of protesting 
people or disperse them peacefully as 
the agitators have paralyzed day to day 
life of locals. In a statement issued here 
on Friday, he informed that there was a 
complete wheel jam strike in Bannu city 
that created trouble for locals. For a few 
days, business community members 
along with students and political work-
ers from different political parties have 
been protesting against the killing of 
three businessmen in North Waziristan. 
The protesting people were demanding 
the arrest of the killers involved in the 
killing of innocent businessmen. Mr 
Qureshi said that first the protesting 
people staged protest in front of Bannu 
police line over lawlessness situation 
in Bannu. The district administration 

should have negotiated with protesting 
people, but it didn’t happen. Sensing the 
situation that the government was not 
taking their demands seriously, they en-
raged protestors now called for a wheel 
jam strike. Thus, it was demanded of 
the district administration to ensure sol-
id measures so that to avoid any untow-
ard incident due to the poor law and or-
der situation in Bannu, he said. Instead 
of holding talks with protestors, the 
situation was going to bad to the worst 
due to which the protestors entered into 
Bannu University campus and where 
students were also subjected to violence 
including vandalism. Luckily, no life lost 
was reported, he said and called upon 
the government to take strict action 
against those who are creating law and 
order situation in the name of peaceful 
protest, Asif Qureshi concluded. (PR)

QUETTA: The Balochistan High 
Court (BHC) on Friday ordered 
quashing of all cases registered 
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Senator Azam Khan Swa-
ti over controversial statements 
against the state institutions. BHC s 
Justice Hashim Kakar issued the 
verdict on a petition filed by the 
PTI stalwart’s son, Usman Swati. 
He ordered police to quash all the 
five cases against the senior poli-
tician in the province. The hearing 
was attended by Mr Swati’s law-
yer Naseebullah Tareen and SSP 
Investigation Asad Nasir. Earlier 

this week, the high court barred 
police from lodging further cas-
es against the PTI leader after his 
son moved court. The petitioner 
prayed that the court set his father 
at liberty. At the same time, the In-
saf Lawyers Forum has challenged 
the senator’s physical remand in 
the high court. A Quetta’s district 
court remanded the senator in po-
lice custody for five days on Sun-
day, a week after the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) arrested him 
in Islamabad in a case pertaining 
to controversial tweets against the 
military. (Agencies)

SARGODHA: The Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) vigilance 
teams have continued crackdown 
against compressor users. SNGPL 
Focal Person Engineer Hassan Raza 
Kazmi while talking to APP here on 
Friday said that the gas supply to the 
consumers as per the schedule was 
being ensured. He said that to take 
action against compressor users, 
eight vigilance teams were working 
in the division adding that 52 gas 
connections were disconnected in 
the city over charge of compressors 

use by the customers. “In order to 
increase the gas pressure in the city, 
some 38 km long new pipelines are 
being laid replacing the old lines 
in the several areas,” he said. Has-
san said that to ensure gas supply 
to all the consumers at breakfast, 
lunch and dinner times, the duties 
of officers and workers have been 
assigned in the field. “A control 
room has been set up in gas office 
to redress the complaints and help-
line-1199is also working 24 hours a 
day”, he added. (APP)

HYDERABAD: The ‘Pakistan Jour-
nal of Analytical and Environmen-
tal Chemistry’ being published by 
the Center of Excellence in An-
alytical Chemistry, University of 
Sindh Jamshoro has been included 
in X-category by the Higher educa-
tion Commission (HEC) Islamabad. 
The said journal has been promot-
ed from Y to X-category journals 
as a result of publishing the best 
articles of the well-known scholars 
hailing from developed countries. 
Director of the Center of Excel-
lence in Analytical Chemistry and 
Senior Editor of the journal Prof. 
Dr Tufail Hussain Shirazi told APP 
on Friday that only quality research 
papers were published in the jour-
nal. He said that 70 percent of the 
articles were of researchers hailing 
from different developed countries 
and 30 percent of the articles were 
from different Universities of Paki-
stan. “No article of any scholar of 
the centre is published in the jour-
nal”, he said and added that the aim 

was only to meet HEC criteria and 
not to give undue favor to anyone. 
He said that the HEC officials had 
highly appreciated the journal and 
said that it undoubtedly published 
original research work. Hence, he 
said, it had been promoted from Y 
to X-category. Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr Muhammad Siddique Kalhoro 
has congratulated Dr Tufail Hus-
sain Shirazi and the entire Editorial 
board on improvement in the rank-
ing of the journal. He expressed the 
hope that Dr Shirazi’s hard work 
would soon add the journal to the 
W-category. (APP)

SIALKOT: Bribery and corruption 
give rise to injustice and societ-
ies can never survive on the basis 
of injustice. These views were ex-
pressed by Vice Chancellor (VC) 
Government College Women Uni-
versity Sialkot (GCWUS) Pro. Dr. 
Rukhsana Kausar to mark Interna-
tional Anti-Corruption Day here on 
Friday. Addressing the students,she 
said that that corruption and brib-
ery were the main reasons for the 
downfall of nations. Responsible 

people and their behavior could give 
relief to the society, she added. She 
said that the aim to observe the day 
was to create awareness among the 
female students about the negative 
effects of corruption on the society. 
Later, a walk was organized from 
the Old Campus to the Vice Chan-
cellor’s office. VC GCWUS Pro. Dr. 
Rukhsana Kausar led the walk.A 
large number of teachers, students 
and university staff participated in 
the walk. (APP)

Two fake currency 
smugglers arrested 

DC Visits NADRA Office

Pregnant woman killed 
in cross firing

KOHAT: The Kohat police on Friday 
foiled a bid of smuggling fake Cur-
rency and arrested two accused from 
a van on Indus Highway during snap 
checking. The Regional Information 
Office informed that checking of 
passenger vehicles was underway 
on Indus Highway in the vicinity of 
Riaz Shaheed police station. During 
the inspection, two suspected pas-
sengers were thoroughly checked 
and fake currency of 0.5 million was 
recovered from their possessions. 
The action was conducted by the 
SHO Qismat Khan, ASI Mubarak 
Hussain and the police team. Police 
said the confiscated fake currency 
was being smuggled from Darra 
Adamkhel to different cities of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab. The 
arrested fraudsters identified as As-
mat Ullah and Naseer, residents of 
Tank were shifted to Riaz Shaheed 
police station where a case was reg-
istered against them. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Deputy Com-
missioner Dera Nasrullah Khan vis-
ited the National Database and Reg-
istration Authority (NADRA) office 
and reviewed public service delivery. 
During the visit, the deputy commis-
sioner also met with applicants and 
inquired about the problems and dif-
ficulties they were facing in the NA-
DRA office. He also visited different 
sections of the NADRA office and dis-
cussed with staff various matters per-
taining to public service delivery. Be-
sides reviewing facilities, he instructed 
the relevant staff to provide timely 
services to the public. Later, he along 
with Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(F&P) Dera, Assistant Commissioner 
Farhan Ahmed and City Mayor Tehsil 
Dera Umar Amin Gandapur visited 
the Nakhlistan Park Dera and inspect-
ed the necessary maintenance work in 
the park. (APP)

MULTAN: Long-standing enmity 
and litigation turned into bloodshed 
as a pregnant woman was killed in 
cross-firing between the two opposite 
groups. The deceased named Farza-
na Bibi is wife of a local labourer. Her 
sister with a three-year-old daugh-
ter, Zainab, who was sitting nearby 
her mother got critically injured by 
the bullet shots. The heirs placed the 
body on road to hold a protest against 
the police for not arresting any of the 
accused until now. According to the 
heirs, it was the third murder in a 
month with more than a dozen peo-
ple wounded out of them two critical 
could breathe their last anytime. The 
situation caused panic with the police 
of Sahuka Police Station saying it had 
started strict action. A horrible fight 
erupted today between two groups in 
Suburban area, Deewan Sahib. The 
accused fled the scene while holding 
aerial firing. (APP)

‘Nawaz to lead PML-N electioneering’ says: Rana Sanaullah

NEPRA held webinar on cybersecurity roadmap
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Alleged drug  
trafficker arrested 

Nine vehicles fined

Police arrested  
‘Impersonator’

Accused sentenced  
to life imprisonment

KARACHI: Pak Colony police arrest-
ed a man allegedly involved in drug 
trafficking from Mewa Shah area 
in a successful operation on Friday. 
The police have also recovered 510 
grams of hashish from the arrested 
accused identified as Sher Dil, said 
police sources. The accused is a ha-
bitual criminal who had also been 
arrested in the past. (APP)

SARGODHA: Regional Transport 
Authority (RTA) imposed fine on 
nine vehicles on the charge of over-
charging. According to the sources 
here on Friday,the team conducted 
raid at Sargodha-Lahore road and 
Faisalabad road and imposed fine 
amounting to Rs 44500 to nine ve-
hicles for overcharging. The action 
was taken following public com-
plaints about violation of officially 
notified fare list, said transport Au-
thority sources. (APP)

MULTAN: A man impersonating PTI 
leader, Fawad Hussain held after he 
called up at the police office to talk 
with Additional Inspector General 
(AIG) South Punjab. According to 
police official, the fake caller was 
identified as Sarfraz Iqbal Ghuman 
booked on report Bilal Ahmad, the 
operator of the AIG, with Lohari 
Gate Police Station. As per the FIR, 
it had received a call at Southern 
Punjab Police Office in which the 
said caller posing himself Fawad 
Chaudhary insisted to talk with AIG. 
Upon suspicion, the phone operator 
interrogated and later made him ar-
rested. The accused stated to have 
hailed from Bourewalla with tem-
porary address of Lahore. Further 
investigation was underway. (APP)

QUETTA: The court of Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge Quetta II and 
Judge of Model Criminal Court One 
Shamsuddin Sarpara sentenced the 
named accused in the murder case to 
life imprisonment and imposed a fine 
of Rs,0.5 million. While 4 accused were 
also found guilty of injuring different 
people in a fight, they were sentenced 
to five years imprisonment and fined. 
According to the prosecution, there 
was an argument with the first party 
accused in the case, Amir Muham-
mad, Jan Muhammad, Allah Gul, the 
second party, Abdul Jabbar, Sardar Ali 
alias (Wali), Shahi Khan in the limits of 
Quetta police station, Kharotabad, and 
both of them fought. During this one 
person, Muhammad Farooq died while 
Amir Muhammad, Allah Gul, Abdul 
Jabbar and Sardar Ali were injured. 
After registering a case related to the 
incident, the police submitted a challan 
to the court. The court pronounced a 
safe verdict in the case. The named ac-
cused Amir Muhammad was convicted 
of murdering a person named Muham-
mad Farooq. (APP)

Strengthening of institutions must to eradicate corruption: PM

NIH asks health authorities to take measures for controlling seasonal influenza 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday stressed the need to 
strengthen institutions for eradicating 
corruption from the country by follow-
ing the golden principles of Islam and 
ensuring the supremacy of law. In his 
message on the occasion of World An-
ti-Corruption Day, the prime minister 
said the occasion marked the renewal 
of the pledge to root out this scourge 
considering it a major obstacle in the 

way of development and prosperity. 
Shehbaz Sharif stressed that corrup-
tion, in any country, could lead to eco-

nomic and administrative destruction. 
He also emphasized the need for doing 
away with the practice of using corrup-
tion as a tool for political victimization. 
The prime minister regretted that the 
previous government jailed political 
opponents on the basis of frivolous cor-
ruption allegations. Terming corrup-
tion as a major national issue, he said 
instead of merely using it for political 
sloganeering and point scoring. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Institute 
of Health (NIH) has asked the health 
authorities and other stakeholders 
to ensure taking preventive and con-
trol measures for seasonal influenza. 
According to NIH, health authorities 
have been advised for adopting mea-
sures encompassing preparedness 
to deal with the increased workload 
expected in the outpatient and in-pa-
tient departments during these days. 
The institute has also issued an advi-
sory for the prevention and control of 
Seasonal Influenza in the wake of the 
expected upsurge of influenza cases 

in different parts of the country. The 
advisory discussed that Influenza or 
seasonal flu can spread from person 
to person through coughing or sneez-
ing or can contaminate hands or oth-
er surfaces. It said that patients with 
chronic diseases such as asthma, dia-
betes, cardiac and lungs diseases, etc. 
and pregnant women, elderly people, 
and children under five years are at 
higher risk of developing severe or 
complicated diseases. The advisory 
said that vaccination is the most ef-
fective way to prevent infection and 
severe outcomes caused by influen-

za viruses, particularly in high-risk 
groups. The advisory emphasized 
that if someone is sick or has been 
in close contact with persons having 
a flu-like illness, he or she should 
adopt preventive measures for limit-
ing Influenza transmission including 
frequent and thorough hand washing 
with soap and water and the use of 
hand sanitizer when away from hand 
washing facility, covering mouth and 
nose while sneezing or coughing, 
sick patients to take rest, and avoid 
crowds and taking social distancing 
measures. (APP)

Ethiopia adheres to equitable utilization  
of trans-boundary water: Envoy

Construction of Kurram Tangi dam expedited 

Protesters block Pak-Iran highway, demand killers’ arrest

PSQCA stops production of 9 un-licensed steel mills

Rs200 mln being spent on identification  
of earthquake, landslide ‘hotspots’

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ethi-
opia to Pakistan Jemal Beker Ab-
dula has said that his country fully 
adhered to the international rule of 
equitable and reasonable utilization 
of trans-boundary water. “As far as, 
the Nile River water is concerned, 
Ethiopia is determined to follow 
international rules, treaties and 
conventions, but we do not recog-
nize any treaty to which Ethiopia is 
not the party,” the ambassador said 
while delivering a lecture on inter-
national water law, hydro-politics 
and hydro-diplomacy at a workshop 
titled “Winter School for Interna-
tional Law”. The “Winter School for 
International Law” was hosted by 
the Islamabad Policy Research Insti-
tute (IPRI) in collaboration with the 
Research Society of International 
law. At the outset of his lecture, the 

ambassador elucidated the terms of 
hydro-politics and hydro-diplomacy 
and shed light on this subject’s evo-
lution in the last couple of decades. 
He also informed the audience about 
the existing international water laws 
and treaties, the United Nations Wa-
tercourse convention, and theories 
regarding the use of shared trans-
boundary water resources. Around 
the world, he said three-quarters 
of UN Member States shared rivers 
or lake basins with their neighbors. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The construction work 
on Kurram Tangi dam project has 
been expedited to complete it within 
its stipulated time period which is ex-
pected to be completed by June 2023. 
The Kurram Tangi dam would control 
floodwater and irrigate barren land 
35,000 besides making the province 
self-sufficient in food. According to an 
official of WAPDA, the Kurram Tangi 
Dam, being constructed in the North 
Waziristan district of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, would generate 84 mega-
watts of electricity and help to ensure 
food security by increasing agricultur-
al production in the region. He said 
that currently the scarcity of water was 
the main problem in the area and this 

dam would bring a positive revolution 
in the life of millions of people. He said 
with the construction of the dam and 
utilization of water, the water share of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa would not be 
affected. The construction of Kurram 
Tangi Dam is considered as an im-
portant step towards the development 
of the agriculture sector in the prov-
ince. The water storage and seepage 
from the dam will also recharge the 
groundwater reservoirs and increase 
the groundwater level. The project 
will bring socio-economic uplift to the 
people in the area by creating employ-
ment and business opportunities as it 
would greatly increase the develop-
ment of fisheries in the area. (APP)

CHAGAI: Heirs of a slain man blocked 
the national highway connecting Pa-
kistan with Iran on Friday, triggering 
pile up of vehicles including freight 
trucks on the main artery. The fam-
ily of Sanaullah Notezai, who was 
murdered in Dalbandin on Thursday 
evening, gathered on the national 
highway connecting the two coun-
tries and started protesting against 
the killing. The protesters including 
locals demanded the timely arrest of 
five accused nominated in the case. 
The victim’s family said the suspects 

belonged to religious outfit Jashiul 
Adal and demanded the government 
to establish its writ in the Chagai dis-
trict. They warned to continue with the 
protest till the arrest of the accused. 
(Agencies)

LAHORE: Pakistan Standards & Qual-
ity Control Authority (PSQCA) on Fri-
day stopped manufacturing of another 
nine illegal and un-licensed steels mills, 
seizing huge quantity of deformed steel 
bars and other products in Lahore and 
Gujranwala. On the directions of Fed-
eral Minister for Science & Technology 
Agha Hassan Baloch and Secretary 
Ghulam Muhammad Memon, Director 
General PSQCA Zainul Abedin was 
himself supervising the operation and 
had constituted special teams led by 
Deputy Directors Asghar Ali and Asad 
Khan Kirmani. The teams sustaining 

its crackdown on third consecutive day 
and raided Kot Abdul Maalik, Sham-
key Kala Shah Kaku, Muredkey, Gu-
jranwala and Daska, seized huge stock 
of deformed steel bars and other steel 
products of nine mills and also served 
notices to 15 illegal and unlicensed 
steel mills, selling depos, stores and 
stockists. Sale and keeping stock of il-
legal and un-licensed products is also 
prohibited as per Section 14 of PSQCA 
Act. The teams warned the stores and 
stockists, refraining them to stop sale 
of non-compliance brands, otherwise 
stock would be seized. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government 
would spend funds amounting to Rs 
200 million to advance an ongoing 
project, during the current fiscal 
year, to identify and compile data 
on the country’s ‘active faults’ and 
possible landslide ‘hotspot’ zones 
aimed at minimizing the disaster 
risk activities. 
The project, initiated with Rs40 mil-
lion allocations under the Public 
Sector Development Programme 
(PSDP 2021-22), would be com-
pleted at an estimated total cost of 
Rs412.769 million in a three-year 
period, according to an official doc-
ument available with APP. 
The main focus of the project, ti-
tled “Pakistan National Research 
Programme on Geological Hazards 
(Earthquakes and Landslides) – 
Data Acquisition along Active Faults 
and Identification of Potential Land-
slides Hotspot Zones,” would help 
in identifying the earthquake-prone 
areas and landslide hotspots in the 

country. Besides, the establishment 
of a new network of Global Navi-
gation Satellite Stations (GNSS – 
permanent as well as periodic) and 
a countrywide landslide inventory 
database would be carried out. 
“The outcome will lay a solid foun-
dation for a reliable hazard assess-
ment and hazard zonation related to 
earthquakes and landslides. 
It will also pave the way for more 
detailed hazard assessment studies 
specific to particular areas. During 
the first year of the project, the de-
partments concerned were tasked 
to fill the posts by assignments from 
regular strength, purchase durable 
goods, establish the project office, 
collect and review technical data. 
In addition, the desk work for selec-
tion of potential sites, fieldwork for 
acquiring fault data and landslide 
inventory, data processing and anal-
ysis besides preliminary report com-
pilation had to be carried out during 
the last fiscal year. (APP)

IHC admits PTI plea seeking expeditious  
decision in PML-N, PPP funding cases

CAA announces sufficient decrease  
in bird strikes incidents at airports

Shazia Marri for resolving complaints  
of BISP beneficiaries on priority

Govt utilizing resources for provision  
of facilities to people in Balochistan: Babar

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Friday admitted a peti-
tion filed by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) seeking early decision in for-
eign funding cases against the PML-N, 
the PPP and other political parties. IHC 
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq ordered 
the court registrar to fix the petition 
for hearing on Dec 22. During today’s 
hearing, PTI counsel Faisal Chaudhry 
requested the court to take up the plea 
before the start of the winter vacation. 
The chief justice remarked that vari-
ous important cases of the PTI were 
already scheduled this month. He said 
the petition for early decision in fund-
ing cases would also be heard before 
the vacation. Last week, PTI leader Far-
rukh Habib had filed a separate peti-
tion in a pending case in the high court. 
He named the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) as a respondent in the 

case. He also requested the court to or-
der the electoral watchdog to hear pro-
hibited funding cases of other parties 
on a daily basis. The former minister 
argued in his application that a delay 
in the decisions in cases against other 
political parties was giving them an 
opportunity to take political advantage 
of the “false report” against the Imran 
Khan-led party. Saying the fundamen-
tal rights of the PTI members are being 
violated, the petition said that questions 
raised in the application should be an-
swered to safeguard democracy. In Au-
gust this year, the ECP announced its 
verdict in the prohibited funding case 
against the PTI. It ruled that the party 
received funds from business tycoon 
Arif Naqvi and 34 foreign nationals. It 
went on to say that the party had taken 
ownership of eight accounts and kept 
16 hidden. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA) on Friday announced 
a sufficient decrease in the incidents 
of bird strikes with airplanes at differ-
ent airports in Pakistan. A spokesman 
of CAA informed that since June, a 
sufficient decrease was witnessed in 
bird-hit incidents, however, as many 
as 111 incidents were reported at the 
country’s different airports during the 
last six months. Sharing updates about 
facts and figures, he said that Lahore 
Airport witnessed 35 bird strike inci-
dents during the last six months which 
is higher than other airports. He, how-
ever, said that fewer incidents of bird 
strikes were reported at Sukkar Airport 
which is only 3. He said that bird hits 

were reported as 21 at Karachi airport, 
Islamabad, Sialkot airports 14 each, Pe-
shawar airport 8, Quetta airport 7 and 
Faisalabad airport 6. He disclosed that 
more bird-hit incidents were reported 
as 25 during the month of July. Less 
bird-hit incidents were reported in the 
month of November which stood at 11, 
he said. (APP)

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social Safety and 
Chairperson Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP) Shazia Atta Marri 
on Friday directed the concerned offi-
cers to resolve issues and complaints 
conveyed by BISP beneficiaries on 
top priority. She was speaking during 
her visit to the office of the Director 
General of BISP, Central Zone, Kara-
chi, said a news release issued here. 
BISP Secretary Yusuf Khan and Di-
rector General Operation Manager 
Hammad Marri were also accompa-

nying the federal minister. She visit-
ed various sections of BISP, Central 
Zone office. On the occasion, Director 
General of BISP, Sindh Syed Imtiaz 
Ali Shah gave her a detailed briefing 
about the performance of the depart-
ment. The minister said the present 
government was committed to sim-
plify and further improve the BISP 
system. She directed the officials to 
resolve the issues being faced by the 
beneficiaries on priority and ensure 
attendance and adherence to the of-
fice timings. (APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Coordinator 
Babar Khan Yousafzai on Friday said 
that under the leadership of Chief 
Minister Mir Abdul Quduus Bizenjo, 
the provincial government was utiliz-
ing all available resources to provide 
basic facilities to the people at their 
doorsteps. He expressed these views 
while talking to a delegation of youth 
called on him here. Babar Yousafzai 
said that the Chief Minister of Ba-
lochistan Mir Abdul Quddus Bizen-
jo had taken important steps for the 
development and prosperity of the 
people since taking over the govern-
ment of Balochistan. He said that the 
Chief Minister had raised the issue of 
Balochistan before the Federal gov-
ernment in an effective manner, after 
which, the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
and the central regime have assured 
to pay special attention to the devel-

opment and prosperity of Balochistan. 
He said that the present provincial 
government had started important 
projects to provide basic facilities to 
the people at their doorsteps saying 
completion of ongoing projects would 
bring prosperity in the area. He said 
that measures were being taken to 
provide education to children in re-
spective areas of Balochistan despite 
Balochistan Chief Minister was striv-
ing to ensure rehabilitation of flood 
victims in different parts of the prov-
ince under limited resources. He said 
that burnt unit centers were being 
opened in respective district of Ba-
lochistan in order to provide health fa-
cilities to patients of burn injuries. He 
will do his best to fulfill the trust that 
Chief Minister Mir Abdul Qudous Bi-
zenjo has shown in him by appointing 
the coordinator, he noted. (APP)
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S.Korean banks’  
deposits grow on 

higher interest rates

Rupee depreciation 
continues, settles at 224.4 

against US dollar 

SEOUL: South Korean banks’ depos-
its grew last month on higher inter-
est rates, central bank data showed 
Thursday. Outstanding deposits of 
the deposit-taking banks stood at 
2,258.6 trillion won (1.7 trillion U.S. 
dollars) at the end of November, up 
6.5 trillion won (4.9 billion dollars) 
from a month earlier, according to 
the Bank of Korea (BOK). Time de-
posits surged 27.7 trillion won (21 
billion dollars) last month on higher 
deposit rates, but transferable sav-
ings’ deposits tumbled 19.6 trillion 
won (14.8 billion dollars) to move 
money into high-rate deposits. The 
BOK began to tighten its monetary 
policy stance in August last year, 
hiking its policy rate from a record 
low of 0.50 percent to 3.25 percent. 
Debt owed by households to the de-
posit-taking banks came to 1,057.8 
trillion won (801 billion dollars) at 
the end of November, down 1 tril-
lion won (757 million dollars) from a 
month earlier. (APP)

KARACHI: Pakistan’s rupee regis-
tered a loss for the fifth successive 
session against the US dollar on 
Friday, as the currency margin-
ally depreciated 0.01% in the in-
ter-bank market. As per the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the rupee 
closed at 224.40 after a decrease of 
Re0.03. The rupee has depreciat-
ed by 21.34% against the US dollar 
during the ongoing calendar year. On 
Thursday, the rupee had registered 
losses against the US dollar for the 
fourth successive session to settle at 
224.37 after a decrease of Re0.21 or 
0.09%. In a key development, State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) held for-
eign exchange reserves decreased 
by $784 million to $6.715 billion last 
week, showed latest data released on 
Thursday. (Agencies)

China, S. Arabia affirm importance of stable global oil markets

Google Ad Manager outage costs big websites ad sales

EU palm oil use and imports seen plummeting by 2032

RIYADH: China and Saudi Arabia re-
affirmed the significance of global oil 
market stability and Riyadh’s role in 
maintaining it, a joint statement said 
on Friday during Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to the kingdom, the 
world’s biggest oil exporter. Opec+ 
heavyweight Saudi Arabia is the 
top supplier for China, the world’s 
biggest energy consumer, and the 
two sides had pledged in bilateral 
talks on Thursday greater trade and 
economic cooperation as they move 

to deepen relations. The Opec+ oil 
producers alliance that includes 
Russia kept output unchanged at its 
last meeting on Dec 4 as markets 
struggle to assess the impact of a G7 
price cap on Russian oil and a slow-
ing Chinese economy. “The People’s 
Republic of China welcomed the 
Kingdom’s role as a supporter of the 
balance and stability in the world 
oil markets, and as a reliable major 
exporter of crude oil to China,” the 
joint statement carried on Saudi 

state media said. It said the two sides 
would explore common investment 
opportunities in petrochemicals and 
enhance cooperation in renewable 
energy, including nuclear, and devel-
op projects for energy supply chains, 
efficiency and advanced technology. 
Saudi Aramco and China’s Shan-
dong Energy signed a memorandum 
of understanding that included a po-
tential crude supply agreement and 
chemicals products offtake deal, Ar-
amco said on Friday. (Agencies)

OAKLAND: A Google service relied 
upon by many large websites to sell and 
display ads was down for about three 
hours Thursday, denying major news 
publishers revenue during the crucial 
holiday period, two sources familiar 
with the matter said. “The issue with 
Google Ad Manager has been resolved 
and ad serving has now been restored 
for the affected users,” Google said in a 
tweet on Thursday evening. “We apol-
ogise for the inconvenience.” News 
websites such as the New York Times, 
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal 

and Los Angeles Times were being af-
fected by the issue, one of the sources 
said. Another said the lost revenue for 
one large news website was thousands 
of dollars an hour and it was coming 

during a key revenue period as adver-
tisers promote holiday deals. “This is 
real economic loss,” the source said. 
The New York Times, Washington Post, 
Wall Street Journal and Los Angeles 
Times and Google did not immediately 
respond to requests for comment. Goo-
gle in the past has reimbursed clients 
for certain service issues. Thursday’s 
outage has been internally deemed a 
“P0” incident, its highest-priority desig-
nation for problems, and some service 
began resuming after about two hours, 
a third source said. (Agencies)

PARIS: The share of palm oil in bio-
diesel and in food in the European 
Union is expected to fall significantly 
within the next 10 years, leading to a 
sharp drop in imports, the European 
Commission said on Thursday. In its 
2022-2032 Agricultural Outlook, the 
Commission projected palm oil would 
account for 9% of total biodiesel output 
by 2032, down from an average 23% 
for 2019/2021. Under the EU’s renew-
able energy directive, palm oil-based 
fuels, accused to be linked to defor-
estation, are to be phased out progres-
sively by 2030. The move raised out-
cry from the world’s two largest palm 
oil producers Malaysia and Indonesia. 
In contrast, the share of advanced 

biodiesels was expected to grow to 
42% by 2032, from 29% in 2019/2021. 
Of this biodiesel from waste oils and 
fats would account for 26%, up from 
23%, and other advanced biodiesels 
for 16%, up from 6%. “This increase is 
mainly driven by specific fuel blend-
ing targets for advanced biofuels and 
the fact that they can be double count-
ed towards the overall mandatory 

blending targets,” it said. The use of 
other vegetable oils, primarily rape-
seed oil in biodiesel, was expected to 
remain relatively stable at around 50% 
of biodiesel feedstock. In food, the use 
of vegetable oils was expected to rise 
by 2.9%, compared with the 2020/2022 
average to 10.6 million tonnes in 2032. 
But efforts to cut the use of palm and 
soybean oil in the EU would lead to a 
significant change in balance between 
the different types of vegetable oils, 
the Commission forecasted. Palm oil 
use in food would fall by 35.7% and 
soybean oil by 23.5%, while rapeseed 
oil would gain 12.6% and sunflower 
oil would rise 27.5%, the Commission 
said. (Agencies)

Indonesian teledoctor Halodoc eyes  
Thailand, Singapore foray

Oil bounces near Dec 2021 lows as  
Keystone pipeline shuts

China makes first delivery  
of homegrown passenger jet

Pakistan Refinery says will shut down  
for ‘approximately 20 days’ 

Kuwait cuts Jan 2023 crude prices for Asia

Economic crisis: Debt repayments see  
Pakistan’s forex reserves plunge to $12.58b

Airfares set for big jump again  
in business and economy in 2023

EU shares soar as industrials, financials gain

JAKARTA: Halodoc, one of Indone-
sia’s largest health tech startups, is 
aiming to bring its telemedicine app to 
other Southeast Asian countries, such 
as Thailand and Singapore, its CEO 
told Nikkei Asia. “We always have this 
dream to simplify healthcare access,” 
Jonathan Sudharta, Halodoc’s CEO 
and co-founder, said in an interview. 
“We never say it’s just for Indone-
sia.” Founded in 2016, Halodoc offers 
long-distance consultations with doc-
tors and an online drug delivery service 
on its app. Since the outbreak of the 
coronavirus pandemic, it has also pro-
vided a platform to help patients book 
Covid-19 tests and hospital appoint-

ments. Although Sudharta did not give 
a detailed schedule for his company’s 
expansion abroad, Halodoc’s “strategic 
countries” for such a move are Thai-
land, Vietnam and Malaysia, he said. 
Halodoc expects demand for its ser-
vices in those markets, as their cities 
have similar problems to those of Indo-
nesia, such as traffic jams. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Oil prices bounced on 
Friday as closure of a major Cana-
da-to-U.S. crude pipeline disrupted 
supplies, but prices remained near 
December 2021 lows on concerns 
over slowing global demand growth. 
Brent crude futures were at $76.74 a 
barrel, up 59 cents, or 0.8%, at 0115 
GMT after dropping 1.3% on Thurs-
day. U.S. West Texas Intermediate 
crude rose 68 cents, or 1%, to $72.14 a 
barrel after settling 0.8% lower in the 
previous session. News of an accident 
closing Canada s TC Energy s Key-
stone pipeline in the United States 
prompted a brief rally on Thursday, 

but prices finally eased as the market 
took a view that the closure would 
be brief. More than 14,000 barrels of 
crude oil spilled into a creek in Kan-
sas, making it one of the largest crude 
spills in the United States in nearly 
a decade. The news appears “to be 
only short-term negative for supplies 
but doesn t change anything with the 
deteriorating crude demand outlook”, 
OANDA analyst Edward Moya said 
in a note. WTI prices are close to the 
$70 level, which is where the Biden 
administration is expected to start to 
consider refilling the strategic petro-
leum reserve, he added. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China on Friday announced 
the first delivery of its new domes-
tically produced passenger jet, with 
the aircraft expected to make its com-
mercial debut early next year. Beijing 
hopes the C919 commercial jetliner 
will challenge foreign models like the 
Boeing 737 MAX and the Airbus A320, 
though most of its parts are sourced 
from abroad. The first model of the 
narrow-body jet, which seats 164 pas-
sengers, was formally handed over to 
China Eastern Airlines during a cere-
mony at an airport in Shanghai, state 
media reported. The move marked “an 
important milestone” in the journey of 
China’s aircraft industry, state broad-
caster CCTV said. Footage broadcast 
Friday by CCTV showed the jet bear-
ing the China Eastern insignia stand-
ing on a rainswept airfield and gave a 

glimpse inside the aircraft’s cabin. The 
state-owned Commercial Aircraft Corp 
of China (COMAC) passed the airline 
a “commemorative key to the world’s 
first C919,” CCTV reported. COMAC 
said at an airshow last month that it 
had secured orders for 300 C919s, but 
did not clarify whether the orders were 
fully confirmed and gave no details 
about the value of the deals or delivery 
dates. But if the orders go through, they 
would take the number of known deals 
for the C919 to over 1,100, based on 
figures from previous COMAC state-
ments. Domestic media previously re-
ported that four aircraft were expected 
to be delivered to China Eastern –- the 
country’s second-largest carrier by pas-
senger numbers –- by the end of the 
year before going into operation in the 
first quarter of 2023. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Refinery Lim-
ited (PRL) will shut down its opera-
tions from December 10 for approx-
imately 20 days, the company said 
in a notice sent to the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) on Friday. “This is to 
inform you that PRL is carrying out its 
regeneration shutdown starting from 
10th December 2022. Consequently, 
the refinery will be shut down during 
this period,” read the notice. OGRA, 
in its letter, directed PRL to strictly 
adhere to the previous directives and 
abstain from shutdown till February, 
2023 in the best national interest. The 
OGRA also gave reference of PRL’s 
letter of October 13, 2022, and noted 

that the request of PRL for temporary 
shutdown has been examined by the 
OGRA’s Oil Supply Chain Department 
viz current demand-supply trend of 
POL products, adding that keeping in 
view the high demand of diesel in win-
ter season and significant contribution 
of PRL therein, PRL was requested to 
reassess its technical and HSE issue 
and reschedule the proposed shut-
down to 1st half of February 2023. 
Incorporated in Pakistan as a public 
limited company in 1960, PRL is a 
hydro skimming refinery designed to 
process imported and local crude oil, 
located on the coastal belt of Karachi, 
Pakistan. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Kuwait dropped the of-
ficial selling price (OSP) for two crude 
grades it sells to Asia in January from 
the previous month, a price document 
reviewed by Reuters showed on Fri-
day. The producer has set the Decem-
ber Kuwait Export Crude (KEC) price 

at $2.10 a barrel above the average of 
Oman/Dubai quotes, down $1.10 from 
the previous month. It also cut the Jan-
uary Kuwait Super Light Crude (KSLC) 
OSP to $6.50 a barrel above Oman/
Dubai quotes, 5 cents lower from the 
previous month. (Agencies)

KARACHI: As the opposition hypes 
fear of default, the foreign exchange 
reserves of Pakistan fell to its lowest 
level of three years owing to heavy 
sukuk payments and meager inflows. 
Talks of partial repayment of debts 
from incoming loans were also con-
firmed. According to data released by 
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) on 
Thursday evening, the payment of $1 
billion against maturing Sukuk and 
some other external debt repayments 
saw outflows grow to $1 billion. As a 
result, the reserves held with the SBP 
fell by $783.8 million from $7.5 billion 
for the week ending on November 25, 
2022, to $6.7 billion for the week end-
ing December 2, 2022. Funds held with 
commercial banks fell by a meager 
$12.7 million as it saw the reserves con-
tract from $5.88 billion to $5.87 billion 

during the reporting week. This meant 
that the total reserves of the country fell 
from $13.38 billion to $12.58 billion, a 
cumulative drop of $796.5 million. The 
central bank, in a communique, said 
that some of the debt repayments were 
offset by US dollar inflows. The inflows 
mainly consisted of the $500 million 
received from the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) which was 
part of the Asian Development Bank’s 
(ADB) $1.5 billion Building Resilience 
Under Active Countercyclical Expendi-
tures (BRACE) program to help Paki-
stan deal with the impact of floods and 
deal with poverty. The BRACE Pro-
gram will expand the number of fam-
ilies receiving cash transfers through 
Benazir Income Support Program from 
7.9 million families to 9 million families. 
(Agencies)

DUBAI: Airfares will increase around 
the world next year, by as much as 12% 
on Europe-Asia routes and 10% for 
North America-Asia flights, according 
to American Express Global Business 
Travel.  Asia, which was slower to 
lift Covid travel curbs, is set for some of 
the biggest changes as demand swells, 
Amex GBT said in its Air Monitor 2023. 
The region’s relatively strong economic 
prospects could also push up prices, it 
said.  Drivers of fare increases globally 
include inflation, rising fuel costs and 
capacity constraints. Higher fares be-
tween Europe and Asia also reflect the 
impact of rerouting to avoid Russian 
airspace, which is off-limits to many air-
lines following the invasion of Ukraine. 
The detour can add as much as three 
hours to journeys, pushing up fuel con-
sumption and costs.  Ticket prices are 
already elevated from before the pan-
demic, which wreaked havoc on travel 

and forced airlines to slash capacity. 
Major markets like the US and Europe 
then struggled to cope with the surge in 
demand when restrictions were lifted.  
The 12% Asia-Europe increase relates 
to economy fares, while business-class 
tickets for flights between the conti-
nents are forecast to rise 7.6% on av-
erage. North America-Asia fares could 
jump 5.6% in business. One of the big-
gest changes will be for business-class 
tickets within Australia, which are fore-
cast to rise about 19%, according to the 
report. While demand is back around 
pre-Covid levels, airlines have cut ca-
pacity to deal with issues such as staff 
shortages and high fuel costs, causing 
ticket prices to climb. With Europe also 
seeing a shortfall of airline capacity 
versus demand, intra-regional airfares 
are expected to climb 6% in business 
and 5.5% in economy next year, Amex 
GBT said. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: European shares rose 
on Friday as industrial and finan-
cial stocks gained on optimism over 
China relaxing COVID curbs, while 
Credit Suisse climbed on news of 
a capital raise. The region-wide 
STOXX 600 index was up 0.2% at 
0810 a.m. GMT and appeared set 
to snap a five-day losing streak 
that was largely driven by concerns 
about an impending global reces-

sion brought on by sharp rate hikes 
from central banks. Data on Thurs-
day showing a rise in US weekly 
jobless claims, however, has raised 
investor hopes that the Federal Re-
serve could temper its aggressive 
stance on interest rate hikes. Inves-
tors have also cheered China easing 
its strict COVID curbs which they 
hope would help drive a recovery in 
the country’s economy. (Agencies)

Australia to cap coal, gas prices  
to drive down energy bills

MELBOURNE: Australia will cap coal 
and gas prices for a year in a bid to 
shave utility bills for households and 
businesses hit by soaring costs because 
of the Ukraine conflict, Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said on Friday. Gas 
prices will be capped at A$12 per giga-

joule (GJ), while the limit for coal will 
be A$125 per tonne for 12 months, with 
the government supporting coal pro-
ducers whose costs exceed that figure, 
he said. “Extraordinary times call for 
extraordinary measures, and we know, 
with the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
what we’ve seen is a massive increase 
in global energy prices,” Albanese told 
reporters after a national cabinet meet-
ing with state leaders. The government 
also agreed to provide assistance of 
up to A$1.5 billion to homes and small 
businesses, starting from the second 
quarter of 2023. (Agencies)
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MULTAN: Pakistan was able to with-
stand an early attack from England 
in the second Test due to the per-
formance of mystery spinner Abrar 
Ahmed, who took seven wickets and 
shook up the top order. Abrar Ahmed 
is the first bowler in Pakistan’s Test 
history to take 5 wickets in the first 
session on Test debut as he stumbled 
the English batters. Zahid Mahmood 
took the remaining three wickets. En-
gland lost all the wickets on 281 on the 
opening day of the second Test. Top 
order batters Ben Duckett (63) and 
Ollie Pope (60) scored quick half-cen-
turies. Five English batters could not 
even enter double digits. England 
captain Ben Stokes won the toss and 

chose to bat against Pakistan in the 
second Test at Multan Cricket Sta-
dium on Friday. The match is being 
played in Multan after 16 years. Abrar 
Ahmed, Mohammad Nawaz, and Fa-
heem Ashraf have been brought into 
the side, while Haris Rauf, Azhar Ali, 
and Naseem Shah have been taken 
out of the lineup. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Olympic gold medallist 
Gil Roberts has been banned for 16 
months after testing positive for two 
banned selective androgen receptor 
modulators (SARMs). The United 
States Anti-doping Agency (USADA) 
announced today that Roberts has 
accepted a 16-month sanction after 
an out-of-competition urine sam-
ple collected on May 19 came back 
positive for andarine and ostarine. 
Roberts argued that a dietary supple-

ment which did not list the banned 
SARMs in its ingredients was to 
blame. USADA accepted this, adding 
the supplement to its High Risk List, 
and therefore reduced the length of 
Roberts’ ban. It has been backdated 
to have begun on June 3, the date 
Roberts was provisionally suspend-
ed. Athletes are still responsible for 
what enters their body and the risk of 
contaminated supplements has been 
publicised heavily. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabian capital Ri-
yadh is set to host the world’s best 
taekwondo athletes for the last time 
this year as it gets ready to host the 
World Taekwondo Grand Prix Finals 
starting tomorrow. The Grand Prix 
event being hosted in the Gulf nation 
for the first time will see a total of 
128 athletes from 40 take part apart 
from a refugee team. Among men, 
Vito Dell’Aquila of Italy will be look-
ing to end the season on a high after 
winning gold in the Guadalajara 2022 
World Championships, that conclud-
ed recently. The Olympic champion 
in the men’s 58 kilograms category 
will be up against Jang Jun of South 
Korea, who he defeated for the world 
title in Mexico. Top seed and African 
champion Mohamed Khalil Jendoubi 
of Tunisia, who lost against Dell’Aq-

uila in the Tokyo 2020 final, will be 
looking for the top prize after three 
second place finishes in as many 
Grand Prix events this year. Hungari-
an Omar Salim will be the one to look 
out for in the men’s 54 kg after win-
ning world and European titles this 
year. It will also be interesting to see 
how Spaniard Daniel Quesada Bar-
rera, who won a 74kg world title in 
Mexico, steps up in 80kg category in 
Riyadh. (Agencies)

MIAMI: Bam Adebayo delivered game-
highs of 31 points and 10 rebounds 
while Jimmy Butler added 26 points 
to spark the Miami Heat over the Los 
Angeles Clippers 115-110 on Thursday, 
Dec. 8. Adebayo made 14-of-21 shots 
from the floor and contributed four as-
sists while six-time NBA All-Star Butler 
added eight rebounds, five assists and 
four steals while scoring the Heat’s last 
eight points. “We gave Jimmy the ball,” 
Adebayo said. “He’s our closer so we 
let him do his thing down the stretch.” 
Adebayo, a 25-year-old center and 
member of last year’s US Olympic gold 

medal team, was a major reason Miami 
outscored the Clippers in the paint 58-
32. “Teammates want me to be asser-
tive,” Adebayo said. “They want me to 
look for my shots. The biggest thing I 
can do is keep shooting.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Brittney Griner’s for-
mer coaches and teammates as well as 
a host of elite athletes on Thursday cel-
ebrated the US basketball star’s release 
from a Russian prison after 10 months 
of captivity. Griner, arrested in February 
on drug charges, was traded for arms 
dealer Viktor Bout in a prisoner swap 
carried out at an airport in Abu Dhabi. 
Supporters of the 32-year-old WNBA 
and Olympic superstar center ex-
pressed joy and relief. “I was shocked. I 

cried. Honestly, I cried,” said Dawn Sta-
ley, who coached Griner last year on the 
US team that won gold in Tokyo. “This 
is the moment we’ve all been praying 
for. “My prayers will continue for her 
strength and her family’s strength, that 
she can possibly get back to the Brit-
tney Griner we have known her to be.” 
Griner is an eight-time WNBA All-Star 
and two-time scoring champion who 
sparked the Phoenix Mercury to the 
league title in 2014. (APP)

MOSCOW: Russian players have been 
included on the entry list for the 2023 
Australian Open, confirming their right 
to participate at the tournament in Mel-
bourne in January. Daniil Medvedev, 
twice a beaten finalist at the event, leads 
the way among Russian male players 
on the list unveiled by organizers on 
Thursday. Currently ranked world num-
ber seven, Medvedev finds himself one 
spot above compatriot Andrey Rublev. 
Lower down the list, Russia’s Karen 
Khachanov – a semifinalist at the US 
Open in September – enters the draw as 
world number 20. In the women’s entry 
list, Russian pair Daria Kasatkina and 
Veronika Kudermetova both head to 
Australia inside the world’s top 10. Re-
turning to action will be former Russian 
women’s number one Anastasia Pavly-

uchenkova, who was forced to miss 
much of the 2022 season after under-
going surgery on a knee injury. Pavly-
uchenkova, 31, is a three-time quarterfi-
nalist in Melbourne. In line with policies 
imposed by the WTA, ATP, and ITF (In-
ternational Tennis Federation) because 
of the conflict in Ukraine, players from 
Russia and Belarus will have to compete 
at the Australian Open under neutral 
status, and without any national sym-
bols. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: If you want to strike out in 
a new direction don’t think about it, 
just do it. If you insist on waiting until 
the moment is right that moment will 
either never come or you will dream 
up a thousand reasons for not moving 
forward, so get busy.
– TAURUS: Don’t believe everything 
you hear or see today because there 
will be a lot of confusion in the air, 
and maybe some deliberate deception 
as well. The best way to see clearly 
through the fog and the fear is to lis-
ten to what your inner voice tells you.
– GEMINI: You may be immensely 
popular with friends and work col-
leagues right now but a Venus-Jupiter 
link warns that not everyone favors 
you, so you still need to be on your 
guard. Make sure everyone you deal 
with over the next 24 hours can be 
trusted.
– CANCER: You need to recognize 
that until you get your personal life 
sorted out you won’t be able to focus 
on your work. The message of the 
planets today is that you need to face 
up to emotional problems, then deal 
with them once and for all.
– LEO: You may think you can clear 
your workload in record time today 
and then be free to start the weekend 
early but don’t be too sure. It may 
take more time than expected to get 

through the backlog of issues that 
other people have dumped on you.
– VIRGO: You must not let your feel-
ings get in the way of the facts today. 
On the home front especially you 
need to look at each and every situ-
ation according to what is likely to 
happen, not according to what you or 
loved ones would prefer to happen.
– LIBRA: Short journeys will be en-
joyable today and you could meet 
someone who sets your heart racing. 
However, there is a downside in that 
Venus, your ruler and planet of love, is 
at odds with Jupiter, planet of excess. 
First impressions could be misleading.
– SCORPIO: You may be doing well 
financially but don’t forget to make 
time for your nearest and dearest. 
No amount of money can replace the 
unconditional love you get from those 
you are closest to emotionally. Let 
partners and family members know 
how much you care.
– SAGITTARIUS: Go out and have a 
good time. Live up to your reputation 
as a party person. If you deny your-
self a bit of fun now you may regret 
it later when you no longer have time 
to laugh and sing as there is too much 
work to be done.
– CAPRICORN: You may be of the 
opinion that you have missed out in 
some way in recent weeks but you 
will more than make up for it between 
now and the end of the year. Clear the 
decks of work today, then treat your-
self to a weekend to remember.
– ACQUARIUS: Be generous with 
others on every level today. It may be 
easier to condemn some people for the 
stupid things they have done but they 
are human like you and we all make 
mistakes. Forgiveness is essential – 
without it the world would be chaos.
– PISCES: If someone in a position 
of authority insists you do some-
thing you know is wrong you must 
be strong and refuse point blank. Just 
because they outrank you does not 
mean you have to follow orders. Your 
conscience must be your only guide.
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Kyrgios embraces the 
pressure ahead of AO

Dutch grand prix to remain 
on F1 calendar until 2025

MELBOURNE: A terrific run of form 
in the latter half of 2022 put Nick Kyr-
gios among the Grand Slam contend-
ers, and while the Australian knows 
much is expected of him heading into 
Melbourne Park next month, he says 
he has learned to embrace the pres-
sure. After years of underachieving, 
the talented but temperamental Kyr-
gios won the Citi Open in Washing-
ton and reached his first Grand Slam 
singles final at Wimbledon, where he 
lost to Novak Djokovic. The 27-year-
old, who won the Australian Open 
men’s doubles title in January with 
countryman Thanasi Kokkinakis, 
also reached the US Open quarterfi-
nals, going down in five sets to Kar-
en Khachanov. His best result in the 
Australian Open singles tournament 
was a quarterfinal berth in 2015 and 
it is safe to say his compatriots ex-
pect him to go much deeper at the 
season-opening Grand Slam this time 
around. (Agencies)

AMSTERDAM: Max Verstappen’s 
home Dutch Grand Prix at Zand-
voort will stay on the Formula One 
calendar until 2025 after a contract 
extension was announced on Thurs-
day. The sport returned to the seaside 
circuit in 2021 on an initial three year 
deal but Verstappen’s huge local pop-
ularity has made it a sell-out event. 
The 25-year-old Red Bull driver this 
year became a double world cham-
pion and won in front of his home 
crowd in 2021 and 2022. Next year 
will see two Dutch drivers on the 
grid, with rookie Nyck de Vries set to 
debut for the Red Bull-owned Alpha-
Tauri team. “The Dutch Grand Prix 
has quickly established itself on the 
calendar as a fan favourite, bringing 
incredible energy and a great fan ex-
perience every year,” said Formula 
One chief executive Stefano Domen-
icali in a statement. (Agencies)

Record-chaser Kane leading England’s bid for World Cup glory

Unbeaten Crawford defends boxing title against Russia’s Avanesyan

Four nations qualify for World mixed doubles curling championship

Pajor fires Wolfsburg into UEFA Women’s champions league quarters

DOHA: Harry Kane is on the brink of 
becoming England s record goalscor-
er, but the unselfish star would happi-
ly swap that historic landmark for the 
chance to lead his country to World 
Cup glory. Kane heads into England s 
blockbuster quarter-final against world 
champions France on Saturday just 
one goal behind Three Lions record 
scorer Wayne Rooney. The 29-year-old 
netted for the first time in this year s 
World Cup in the 3-0 last 16 win against 
Senegal on Sunday, taking his career 

England goal tally to 52. Kane also 
moved past Gary Lineker as England s 
all-time leading scorer at major tour-
naments with 11 goals. England boss 
Gareth Southgate was relieved to see 

Kane end any doubts about his form, 
saying: “Any centre forward wants to 
get off the mark, and of course for him 
it stops all the questions.” Having won 
the Golden Boot at the 2018 World Cup 
with six goals in England s run to the 
semi-finals, Kane already knows his 
vast value to the team. But his maturity 
and selfless nature have also been vital 
ingredients to England s success as he 
play a role that may deliver less goals 
but helps team-mates like Phil Foden 
and Bukayo Saka to shine. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Undefeated US south-
paw Terence Crawford will defend his 
World Boxing Organization welter-
weight title on Saturday in his home-
town of Omaha, Nebraska, against 
Russia’s David Avanesyan. Crawford, 
a 35-year-old former undisputed world 
light welterweight champion, is 38-0 
with 29 knockouts while Avenesyan, 
34, is the reigning European champi-
on in the 147-pound division with a 
record of 29-3 with one drawn and 17 

knockouts. “My goal is to remind the 
world I’m the best fighter on the plan-
et,” Crawford said. He will defend the 
crown for the sixth time after stopping 
Australian Jeff Horn in the ninth round 
in June 2018 to claim the title. His most 
recent defense came with a 10th-round 
stoppage of Shawn Porter in November 
2021. No rival has taken Crawford the 
distance in more than six years. Ava-
nesyan has won his past six fights in a 
run since March 2019. He hasn’t gone 

the distance since 2017, with his most 
recent victory a first-round stoppage 
of Finland’s Oskari Metz at London 
last March. “This is a huge fight,” Ava-
nesyan said. “Everyone is talking about 
Terence. I’m not only here to win this 
fight decisively but to shock the world.” 
Crawford is the major rival champion 
in the division to unbeaten American 
Errol Spence Jr., but any idea of unify-
ing titles will wait until his Russian rival 
is in the rear-view mirror. (Agencies)

VIENNA: The Netherlands, Spain and 
Turkey have clinched the final four 
places at next year’s World Mixed Dou-
bles Curling Championship. The four 
teams prevailed from the 26 taking part 
at the World Mixed Doubles Qualifica-
tion Event at the Dumfries Ice Bowl in 
the Scottish town of Dumfries. Spain 
and Turkey competed at last year’s 
World Championship in Geneva, but 
ranked in the bottom four teams to-
gether with Finland and New Zealand, 
meaning they had to go through qualifi-

cation. They occupied the top two plac-
es in Group D. Austria placed second 
behind Finland in Group C, with The 
Netherlands second to New Zealand in 
Group B. China and France led the way 
in Group A to complete the eight-team 
line-up in the playoffs. Victories for 
Austria over China 13-10 and Turkey 
9-3 on the first day of playoff matches 
clinched their place at the World Cham-
pionships, with Spain joining them 
courtesy of 9-2 and 9-7 wins against 
France and The Netherlands. China 

and France were eliminated on the 
second day of the playoffs after 6-5 and 
10-4 defeats to New Zealand and Fin-
land, respectively. That left four teams 
in contention for the final two places. 
The Netherlands narrowly overcame 
New Zealand 8-7 to earn their place at 
the World Championship, with Turkey 
beating Finland 6-5 to qualify. The 2023 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Champi-
onship is due to be held from April 22 
to 29 in Gangneung in South Korea. 
(Agencies)

Paris: Polish striker Ewa Pajor scored 
twice as Wolfsburg defeated Roma 4-2 
on Thursday to book a place in the 
UEFA Women’s Champions League 
quarter-finals. Five days after celebrat-
ing her 26th birthday, Pajor struck in 
the 24th and 53rd minutes, becoming 
the tournament’s top scorer this season 
with six goals. Sveindis Jane Jonsdottir 
and Lena Lattwein also found the net 
as the 2013 and 2014 champions from 
Germany moved to 10 points from four 

games in Group B. Wolfsburg are three 
ahead of Roma and six ahead of Sankt 
Poelten after the Austrians only man-
aged a 1-1 draw at home to Czech side 
Slavia Prague. The German side have 
now reached the quarter-finals for an 
11th consecutive season. In Group A, 
Kadidiatou Diani was on target twice in 
the first half as PSG swept past hapless 
Vllaznia in Albania 4-0. Swiss striker 
Ramona Bachmann and French mid-
fielder Magnaba Folquet completed 

the victory in the second half. Vllaznia 
have now conceded 19 goals in four 
games without scoring once. PSG are 
three points behind leaders Chelsea 
who dropped their first points of the 
campaign following a 1-1 draw at Real 
Madrid. Scottish international Caroline 
Weir gave the Spaniards a first-half 
lead. However, the Londoners salvaged 
a point on the hour when Real goal-
keeper Misa Rodriguez saved a penalty 
from Guro Reiten. (APP)

Debutant Abrar turns spin wizard,  
takes 7 to restrict England on 281

Gold medallist Roberts banned over failed drugs test

Riyadh set to welcome elite athletes  
for World Taekwondo Grand Prix Finals

Adebayo, Butler lift Heat over Clippers

Sports world overjoyed at Griner’s release from Russia

 Russians confirmed for Australian Open
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BIRMINGHAM: As the school bell 
rings, dozens of children begin filing 
into the canteen at Hillstone Primary 
School. The day’s offering, a roast din-
ner, is a popular one, and many are ea-
ger to tuck into their plates of turkey slic-
es, roasted potatoes, broccoli and gravy. 
For some children in this area of sub-
urban Birmingham, central England, 
where many families are low income, it 
may be the only nutritious hot meal in 
a day. Some students eating sandwich-
es from their lunchboxes instead say 
they get one hot lunch a week, but they 
would like more. “My mum says it costs 
a bit more,” one girl said last week. Free 
school lunches are provided for all 4- to 
7-year-olds in England, but most par-
ents of older children have to pay about 
2.20 pounds ($2.70) a day for their child 

to have a cooked meal. That may sound 
like a small amount, but charities and 
teachers say it’s becoming increasingly 
unaffordable for hundreds of thousands 
of families struggling to cope with the 
United Kingdom’s worst cost-of-living 
crisis in a generation. Whether Britain’s 
government should spend to feed more 
schoolchildren is a hot-button issue 
as more families fall into poverty and 
cannot afford basics after paying their 
skyrocketing energy and food bills. The 
government said it will keep reviewing 
meal eligibility and pointed to other re-
lief given to needy families. Inflation in 
the U.K. has hit a 41-year high of 11.1%, 
driven in large part by gas and electric-
ity costs, which have almost doubled 
from last winter amid Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. Prices for staples like milk, 

butter and pasta also have shot up by 
some 30%. To qualify for free school 
lunches, England’s households have to 
receive government benefits and earn 
less than 7,400 pounds ($9,021) a year. 
That’s below the threshold in parts of 
the U.S., Europe and even elsewhere 
in the U.K. The Food Foundation, a 
charity leading a campaign to extend 
the free school lunch program, argues 
the income level is too low. It estimates 
that 800,000 children in England are 
living in poverty but not eligible for free 
meals. “It’s those children who we are 
really worried right now during the 
cost-of-living crisis, because those fam-
ilies are having to make really tough 
choices about where to spend their 
money,” said Anna, the charity’s exec-
utive director. (Agencies)
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SpaceX moon flight to include DJ, YouTuber and K-pop rapper
TOKYO: A commercial DJ, K-pop rap-
per, and a space YouTuber are to go 
on a trip around the Moon, after they 
were picked by a Japanese billionaire 
for a private SpaceX flight. Business-
man Yusaku Maezawa revealed his 
crew on Friday after a global search 
for creative individuals last year. Amer-
ican DJ Steve Aoki and Korean star 
TOP are the most high-profile picks. 
The flight, scheduled for next year, 
could be the first lunar journey by hu-
mans since 1972. The proposed fly-by 
would see a spacecraft circle the moon, 
coming within 200km (124 miles) of 
the surface. The trip would take eight 
days from launch to return. However, 
US regulators are yet to give permis-
sion for the Starship rocket from Elon 

Musk’s SpaceX company that the crew 
is supposed to travel on. The ship has 
not even been approved for an orbital 
journey around the Earth and has been 
grounded for the past 18 months in 
Texas, after it completed a test launch 
in May 2021. But Maezawa made no 
mention of this delay in his video an-
nouncing the crew for the mission he’s 
dubbed dearMoon. The opening scene 

shows Maezawa in a Japanese garden 
looking up at the moon. It then cuts 
to show the first crew member - DJ 
Aoki - at one of his shows. “I can’t miss 
this opportunity. My soul is begging 
for this,” the Billboard-charting artist 
says in the video. The next passenger 
revealed is Youtuber Tim Dodd - also 
known as the Everyday Astronaut- who 
has 1.4 million followers online for his 
educational videos on spaceflight and 
astrophysics. In his own video released 
on Friday the vlogger said he couldn’t 
believe he’d been selected. He added 
that SpaceX’s announcement in 2017 
that it would send a civilian to the moon 
was “ironically, or poetically... actually 
what got me started making videos on 
Youtube.” (Agencies)

Nine killed in Indonesia 
coal mine blast

Climate activist’s jailing 
ignites row in Australia

South Korean truckers 
end 16-day strike

JAKARTA: Nine miners have died in 
a coal mine explosion in Indonesia’s 
West Sumatra province and rescue 
workers were still searching for one 
missing miner after rescuing two 
others. The blast, caused by noxious 
gases including methane, occurred 
on Friday in a mine in Sawahlunto 
district owned by a private company 
while the 12 miners were entering 
the pit. Rescuers were using blow-
ers and exhaust fans to remove air 
from the mine to make it safe to en-
ter the area. “The team struggled to 
find victims considering the location 
was quite difficult to (access),” said 
Octavianto, a spokesperson from 
the local search and rescue agency 
who like many Indonesians only 
goes by one name. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: For 28 minutes in April, 
Deanna “Violet” Coco blocked a sin-
gle lane of rush hour traffic on the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge, calling for 
greater action on climate change. 
Those 28 minutes would cost her a 
15-month jail sentence. Last week, 
in a move that has drawn interna-
tional criticism, an Australian judge 
sent Coco to prison after she plead-
ed guilty to breaching traffic laws, 
lighting a flare and disobeying po-
lice orders to move on. The climate 
activist had made an “entire city 
suffer” with her “selfish emotional 
actions”, Magistrate Allison Haw-
kins said. “You do damage to your 
cause when you do childish stunts 
like this.” Coco will be eligible for 
parole in eight months, but her law-
yer plans to challenge the sentence, 
which he says is “extraordinarily 
harsh” and “baseless”. (Agencies)

SEOUL: Thousands of South Kore-
an truckers are returning to work 
after voting Friday to end their 
16-day walkout that disrupted 
construction and other domestic 
industries. Thousands of truckers 
seeking financial protections as 
fuel prices rise went on strike Nov. 
24. The government took aggres-
sive steps to minimize interruptions 
such as by widening back-to-work 
orders on truckers and mobilizing 
military vehicles to ease delays in 
industrial shipments. About 3,600 
of the Cargo Truckers Solidarity 
union’s 26,000 members participat-
ed in Friday’s vote, and about 62% 
of them voted in favor of ending 
the strike and returning to work. 
(Agencies)
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New Zealand PM Ardern says China has become ‘more assertive’
WELLINGTON: Reflecting on her 
five years as New Zealand’s lead-
er, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said China has undoubtedly become 
more assertive in the region over 
that time, but cautioned that build-
ing relationships with small Pacific 
nations shouldn’t become a game of 
one-upmanship. In a joint interview 
Thursday with The Associated Press 
and the Australian Associated Press, 
Ardern said China has changed in 

recent years under President Xi Jin-
ping. “I think if I stand back and look 
at the region as a whole and some of 
the changes that we’ve seen within 
our region, you do see a more asser-
tive China,” Ardern said. “And look, 
there’ll be a whole host of reasons 
for that. Their integration into the 
regional economy, the growth of Chi-
na, the growth of its middle class, a 
whole range of reasons,” she said. 
“But you have also seen a more as-

sertive approach on a number of dif-
ferent issues and relationships. So 
that undoubtedly has changed over 
my time in office.” China this year 
made some bold geopolitical moves 
in the Pacific, first by signing a secu-
rity pact with the Solomon Islands 
and then attempting — without suc-
cess — to get 10 Pacific nations to 
sign a sweeping agreement covering 
everything from security to fisheries. 
(Agencies)
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The air in Mumbai is worse than smog-filled Delhi

US Congress passes bill to protect same-sex marriage

UK cost-of-living woes stir push for more free school meals

MUMBAI: India’s financial capital 
Mumbai has been experiencing “very 
poor” air quality in recent days. It’s 
the capital, Delhi, that usually grabs 
the headlines for having dangerous 
levels of air pollution during the win-
ter months. But Mumbai, which has 
a huge coastline and is said to have 
better air quality, overtook Delhi this 
week in terms of pollution levels. 
Mumbai has joined a growing list 
of Indian cities suffering from bad 
air. Experts say rapid construction 
work, adverse weather conditions 
and increasing pollution from vehicle 

emissions are some of the factors re-
sponsible for deteriorating air quality.  
The level of PM 2.5 — fine particu-
late matter that can clog lungs and 
cause a host of illnesses — stood 
at 308 in the city on Friday morn-
ing, compared to Delhi’s reading of 
259, according to government data. 
Scores between 200 and 300 are 
considered poor, and any reading be-
tween 300 and 400 is considered very 
poor. Many Indian cities, including 
Delhi, Kolkata, Kanpur and Patna, 
frequently report PM 2.5 levels well 
above the safe limit. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US Congress 
passed landmark legislation to protect 
same-sex marriage under federal law, 
and President Joe Biden has vowed to 
quickly sign the measure. The vote in 
the House of Representatives saw 39 Re-
publicans join a united Democratic ma-
jority in a rare show of bipartisanship, 
provoking loud cheers on the floor less 
than 10 days after the Senate passed the 
same bill. “Today, Congress took a criti-
cal step to ensure that Americans have 
the right to marry the person they love,” 
Biden said in a statement. He said the bi-

partisan vote would “give peace of mind 
to millions of LGBTQI+ and interracial 
couples who are now guaranteed the 
rights and protections to which they and 
their children are entitled.” The conser-
vative-led Supreme Court in June over-
turned longstanding abortion rights, 
prompting lawmakers of both parties 
to move to prevent the court from tak-
ing away same-sex marriage rights, as 
some feared it might do. The House had 
earlier approved legislation similar to 
the Senate’s, but needed vote to recon-
cile minor differences. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS (AP) — Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, chaos in Haiti and rising vi-
olence by criminal groups in Mexico 
contributed to a 30% spike in the num-
ber of journalists killed doing their 
work in 2022 over the previous year, 
according to a new report released 
Friday. The International Federation of 
Journalists says that 67 journalists and 
media staff have been killed around 

the world so far this year, up from 47 
last year. The Brussels-based group 
also tallied 375 journalists currently 
imprisoned for their work, with the 
most in China, Myanmar and Turkey. 
Last year’s report listed 365 journalists 
behind bars. With the number of media 
workers killed on the rise, the group 
called on governments to take more 
concrete action to protect journalists 
and free journalism. “The failure to act 
will only embolden those who seek to 
suppress the free flow of information 
and undermine the ability of people to 
hold their leaders to account, including 
in ensuring that those with power and 
influence do not stand in the way of 
open and inclusive societies,” IFJ Gen-
eral Secretary Anthony Bellanger said 
in a statement. (Agencies)

COLOMBO: Schools across Sri Lan-
ka were closed on Friday as health 
and environment officials said the 
air quality in most parts of the island 
nation was unhealthy partly due to 
extreme weather conditions. Pollut-
ed air from neighboring India was 
aggravating the problem, authorities 
said, as a storm in the Bay of Ben-
gal triggered heavy rains and winds 
across Sri Lanka in recent days. A 
haze hung over the capital, Colombo, 
and other parts of the country, with 
the level of fine particles in the air 
reaching unhealthy levels. “The cur-
rent pollution has arisen due to the 

combination of local air pollutants 
and transboundary air pollution,” 
said the National Building Research 
Organization, a state agency involved 
in environmental monitoring and risk 
management. “This condition can be 
seen in all parts of Sri Lanka and it 
has a tendency to cause health prob-
lems,” it added. Director General of 
Health Services Asela Gunawardena 
said the condition would continue for 
the next two weeks and he advised 
people to limit the amount of time 
they spend outdoors and to wear a 
face mask when they are outside to 
minimize their health risk. (Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israel’s prime-minister 
designate Benjamin Netanyahu asked 
for a two-week extension in forming a 
coalition government with his ultra-Or-
thodox and extreme-right allies, days 
before the initial time frame elapses. 
The November 1 election put former 
premier Netanyahu in a position to 
form a stable, right-wing government, 
ending an unprecedented period of po-
litical deadlock that forced five elections 
in less than four years. President Isaac 
Herzog on November 13 tapped Net-

anyahu to form a government with the 
backing of factions representing 64 out 
of 120 lawmakers in Israel’s parliament. 
Netanyahu’s 28-day mandate expires at 
midnight (2200 GMT) Sunday, but late 
Thursday he asked Herzog for more 
time to finalise deals with two parties. 
“We are in the midst of negotiations and 
have made much progress, but judging 
by the pace of things, I will need all the 
extension days provided by law in order 
to form a government,” Netanyahu said 
in a letter released. (Agencies)

New dengue vaccine 
approved in Europe

UK sanctions  
10 Iranians 

TOKYO: Japanese pharmaceutical 
company Takeda said the Europe-
an Union had given the green light 
to its dengue fever vaccine, mak-
ing it the second jab preventing the 
disease to be approved by the bloc. 
Mosquito-borne dengue can cause 
hemorrhagic fever and infects an 
estimated 100 to 400 million people 
yearly, although over 80% of cases 
are mild or asymptomatic, the WHO 
says. Takeda Pharmaceutical said its 
vaccine, marketed as Qdenga, was 
given regulatory approval by the Eu-
ropean Commission on Thursday for 
people aged four and above, regard-
less of their virus exposure history. 
Another dengue vaccine, Dengvaxia 
the world’s first against the disease 
is already available in the European 
Union, but only for those who have 
had a previously confirmed infec-
tion. (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain on Friday an-
nounced wide-ranging sanctions 
against 30 targets worldwide, includ-
ing officials in Iran accused of pur-
suing “egregious sentences” against 
anti-regime protesters. The sanctions 
against the 10 people connected to 
Iran’s judicial and prison systems came 
after the clerical regime’s first execu-
tion of one such protester, which has 
triggered global condemnation. “This 
includes six individuals linked to the 
Revolutionary Courts that have been 
responsible for prosecuting protestors 
with egregious sentences including 
the death penalty,” the government 
in London said. Two of the Iranians 
now subject to a UK travel ban and as-
sets freeze are former directors of the 
notorious Evin prison in Tehran: Ali 
Chaharmahali and Gholamreza Ziaei. 
The sanctions, timed to mark world 
days for anti-corruption and human 
rights, hit individuals across 11 coun-
tries -- “the most that the UK has ever 
brought together in one package”, the 
foreign ministry said. (Agencies)
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