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UN concerned after Israel visa refusal for staff
RAMALLAH: The UN has expressed 
concern about an Israeli decision to re-
fuse entry visas to its staff. The organi-
zation warned that that the move may 
affect humanitarian work in Palestine 
and the ability of the humanitarian 
community to support Palestinians. 
UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric 
said that the decision significantly im-
pacts the humanitarian community’s 
ability to support Palestinians. “We 
are, of course, still in contact with the 
Israeli authorities on this matter, and 
we hope it will be resolved,” Dujarric 

said. The Israeli Foreign Ministry re-
fused to issue visas to officials from 
the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, accusing em-
ployees from the aid agency of “un-
dercounting” the number of Israeli 
civilians who are killed or injured in 
Palestinian attacks. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs claimed — as report-
ed by the Israeli Ynet website — that 
OCHA employees constantly count 
Israelis killed in Palestinian operations 
but fail to categorize them as “terrorist 
attacks.” *Agencies*

ISLAMABAD: As the world observes 
International Human Rights Day on 
Saturday, Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari said that Pakistan was 
a leading voice on issues such as the 
right to development, and protection 
against racism, Islamophobia, and xe-
nophobia. The foreign minister, in his 
message, said that Pakistan joined the 
international community in commem-
orating the 74th anniversary of the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights 
(UDHR).He said on the Day, Pakistan 
celebrated its achievements and reaf-
firmed its resolve to uphold the uni-
versally agreed human rights norms, 
principles and values. He said the 1973 
Constitution guaranteed equal rights 
for all and equal protection of law. “We 
are proud of our many achievements 
and the advancements made in wom-
en empowerment, child rights and the 
freedom of speech in Pakistan. Every 

successive generation has contributed 
to upholding of equality, dignity and 
human rights,” he remarked. He said 
Pakistan had consistently made con-
tributions including to global efforts, 
including at UN human rights bodies, 
to advance the ideals of human dignity, 
freedom and justice for all. The foreign 
minister said that Pakistan had been 
at the forefront of the development of 
global human rights agenda – from its 
contribution in development of Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights 
and the International Convention on 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
to the landmark International Confer-
ences on Human Rights in Vienna and 
the Beijing Conference on Women. He 
said Pakistan had also been a champi-
on of the rights of people living under 
colonialism and foreign occupation. It 
supported freedom movements of peo-
ples living under colonialism in Africa 

and Asia, advocated against Apartheid 
and has been a leading voice against 
genocide, he added. Foreign Minister 
Bilawal said Pakistan continued to be 
a firm advocate for the right of self-de-
termination of the peoples of Palestine 
and Jammu and Kashmir as they had 
every right to realize their aspirations 
for dignity, liberty and human rights. 
He urged the international community 
to join hands to bring an end to the sup-
pression of the people of Indian Illegal-
ly Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK) 
and the violation of their human rights. 
They have an inalienable right to enjoy 
the same rights and freedoms as any 
other free people, he added. “The peo-
ple of Pakistan will continue to support 
them in their struggle for their right to 
determine their own future as guaran-
teed to them in international law and 
the UNSC resolutions,” the foreign 
minister resolved. *APP*

Pakistan a leading voice on protection against 
racism, Islamophobia: Bilawal

WASHINGTON: The Biden adminis-
tration is accusing Russia of moving to 
provide advanced military assistance 
to Iran, including air defense sys-
tems, helicopters and fighter jets, part 
of deepening cooperation between 
the two nations as Tehran provides 
drones to support Vladimir Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine. White House 
National Security Council spokesman 
John Kirby on Friday cited US intel-
ligence assessments for the allega-
tions, saying Russia was offering Iran 
“an unprecedented level of military 
and technical support that is trans-

forming their relationship into a full-
fledged defense partnership.” Kirby 
said Russia and Iran were considering 
standing up a drone assembly line in 

Russia for the Ukraine conflict, while 
Russia was training Iranian pilots on 
the Sukhoi Su-35 fighter and Iran 
could receive deliveries of the plane 
within the year. “These fighter planes 
will significantly strengthen Iran’s air 
force relative to its regional neigh-
bours,” Kirby said. The US allegations 
are part of a deliberate effort by the 
US to drive global isolation of Russia, 
in this case targeted at Arab nations 
who have looked to contain Iran’s re-
gional malevolence and who have not 
taken a strong stance against Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. *Agencies*

US warns of expanding Iran, Russia defence ‘partnership’

 South Korea urges EU to team up against US 

Tens of thousands rally in Bangladesh 
to demand new elections

Ugandan president’s son agrees to take over 
from his father — if he gets enough likes on Twitter

DHAKA: Tens of thousands of sup-
porters of Bangladesh’s main oppo-
sition party have gathered in Dhaka 
to protest against the government led 
by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 
demand new elections. The protest-
ers rallied on Saturday at the Golap-
bagh sports ground, where the crowd 
chanted “Sheikh Hasina is a vote 
thief” amid heightened tensions in the 
Bangladeshi capital. The rally comes 
days after security forces stormed the 
headquarters of the opposition Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) on 
Tuesday. At least one person died and 
dozens of others were injured in the 
raid. Anti-government protests have 
erupted across the country in recent 
months triggered by power cuts and 
fuel price hikes. The prime minis-
ter has rejected calls to stand down. 
Supporters of Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) take part in the party’s 
last divisional rally in Dhaka on De-
cember 10, 2022. - Tens of thousands 
of supporters of Bangladesh’s main 
opposition party descended on Dha-
ka on December 10 to protest against 
the government of Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina and demand new elec-
tions. A BNP official said that some 
200,000 people had joined Saturday’s 
rally by mid-morning. Dhaka Met-
ropolitan Police spokesman Faruq 
Ahmed rejected the claim and said 
the venue could not hold more than 
30,000 people. “Our main demand is 
Sheikh Hasina resign and parliament 
is dissolved and let a neutral caretak-
er government step in to hold a free 
and fair election,” BNP spokesman 
Zahiruddin Swapan said. The pro-
tests have been peaceful, but SWAT 
teams, counterterrorism units and ca-
nine squads were on standby, Ahmed 
said. Police have also set up check-
points on roads to the city and in-
creased security there. BNP officials 
accused the government of triggering 
an unofficial transport strike to try to 
prevent people from joining the rally. 
The rally comes a day after two BNP 
leaders were arrested on allegations 
of inciting violence. More than 2,000 
activists and supporters of the oppo-
sition party have been detained since 
November 30 to prevent them from 
attending the protest. *Agencies*

DUBAI: Muhoozi Kainerugaba, the son 
of Uganda’s President Yoweri Museve-
ni, said that he will succeed his father 
— if he gets enough likes on Twitter. 
Kainerugaba, a general in his country’s 
armed forces and a prolific tweeter, 
wrote on Monday: “Okay, let those who 
want me to be president after my father 
retweet and like. If you convince me, I 
will do it.” As of Tuesday evening, the 
tweet had racked up more than 2,100 
retweets and 7,400 likes. Uganda has a 
population of more than 47 million. Ka-
inerugaba, who is commonly referred 
to by his first name, which means 
“avenger,” has a track record of ambi-

tious tweets. For example, he previous-
ly offered to give Italian prime minister 
Giorgia Meloni a gift of 100 cows. “In 
our culture you give a girl you like a 
cow,” he wrote. He has also shared 
musings about the possibility of invad-
ing Kenya.*Agencies*

Chinese president departs Saudi Arabia 
following state visit

RIYADH: Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has left Riyadh Saturday morning fol-
lowing an official three-day state visit 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  The 
president was seen off at King Khalid 
International Airport by Prince Faisal 
bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz, Governor 
of Riyadh, and Prince Faisal bin Far-
han, the kingdom’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. During the visit, President Xi 
Jinping attended summits with Saudi, 
Gulf and other Arab leaders, describing 
the talks as a historic milestone for rela-

tions with the energy-rich Middle East. 
He highlighted close security and ener-
gy ties with Gulf nations during summit 
meetings in the Saudi capital. Xi Jin-
ping said that relations between China 
and the Arab countries witnessed great 
developments in recent years. Saudi 
Arabia and China vowed to prioritize 
relations as part of their foreign policy 
and set a model of cooperation and soli-
darity for developing countries, accord-
ing to a joint statement released after 
the Saudi-Chinese summit. *Agencies*

Seoul and Brussels should coordinate 
their responses to a large-scale subsidy 
package adopted by the US, South Ko-
rean Trade Minister Dukgeun Ahn said 
on Friday in an interview with EURAC-
TIV. The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), 
a $430 billion climate protection and 
social investment plan adopted by the 
US Congress in August, is designed to 
battle inflation and reduce energy pric-

es, as well as tackling climate change.
However, it also includes massive subsi-
dies for US-produced electric cars and 
batteries, sparking major concerns that 
European and South Korean manufac-
turers will be significantly disadvan-
taged. Ahn said South Korea and the 
European Union should work together 
to develop a response to the IRA, which 
was passed by Congress in August. 

The EU believes that the law violates 
competition rules, as it provides incen-
tives for buyers of American electric 
vehicles. “We have huge room for the 
EU and Korea to work together and to 
make the [IRA] system more compat-
ible with the WTO, so as not to cause 
unnecessary trouble for strategically 
important parts of our industry,” Ahn 
said. *AGENCIES*

Power cuts in -30C spark anger in Kazakhstan
Almaty: The plight of a city in Ka-
zakhstan left without heating for over 
a week in temperatures that dropped 
to minus 30 degrees Celsius (minus 22 
degrees Fahrenheit) has sparked anger 
and highlighted the deplorable state of 
the country’s Soviet-era infrastructure.
This month the northeastern city of 
Ekibastuz, with a population of around 
150,000 people, descended into an icy 
hell, highlighting the dire consequenc-
es of power disruptions in winter, as 
European countries struggle with 
shortages due to Moscow’s assault on 
Ukraine. Ekibastuz was home to a So-

viet-era prison camp where writer Al-
exander Solzhenitsyn was imprisoned 
between 1950 and 1953. The camp be-
came the inspiration for Solzhenitsyn’s 
classic novel “One Day in the Life of 
Ivan Denisovich.” Images broadcast 

in Kazakhstan in recent days showed 
long icicles forming inside apartments, 
while residents burnt anything they 
could find to keep warm. Teams had 
to work day and night to repair water 
pipes that had burst due to the cold. 
On November 28, authorities declared 
a state of emergency in Ekibastuz after 
a malfunction at a thermal power plant 
deprived several districts of electricity 
and heating.The state of emergency 
was lifted on Thursday and the situa-
tion has gradually improved, but the 
problem has sparked outrage across 
the country.  *APP*

London: One person was killed and 
several others were missing after a 
“devastating” explosion Saturday at a 
block of flats in Jersey’s capital St Heli-
er, police on the Channel island said. A 
fire was put out but emergency services 
are still conducting “significant work” 
at the scene of the flattened building, 
the police said, as a line of ambulances 
queued up. Fire crews mobilised after 
residents reported smelling gas, before 
the explosion at around 4:00 am (0400 
GMT), Jersey police chief Robin Smith 
told reporters. “We have a three-storey 
building that has completely collapsed 
-- described from a demolition point 
of view as a pancake that has dropped 
almost straight down,” he said. “There 
is also damage to a nearby building as 
well, another block of flats that the fire 
service needs to make safe. It is a pretty 

devastating scene, I regret to say.” Pho-
tographs on social media showed thick 
smoke billowing above the blaze in St 
Helier before dawn. Smith said that 
“around a dozen” people were miss-
ing, “but you will appreciate also that 
number could fluctuate”. “Specialist 
resources” have been mobilised to find 
anyone trapped in the rubble, accord-
ing to the police. One person had died 
and two others were taken to hospital, 
Smith said, describing them as “walk-
ing wounded”. Jersey’s chief minister 

Kristina Moore expressed condolences 
for the fatality and said residents dis-
placed by the blast were being found 
somewhere to stay. “This is going to 
take some days and we will keep ev-
eryone updated and fully informed, 
and we will do our very best to ensure 
everybody is properly looked after,” she 
said. The incident caps a tragic week 
for Jersey, a British Crown dependency 
not part of the United Kingdom, whose 
economy relies on banking, tourism 
and fishing. *APP*

One dead, dozen missing after residential blast in Jersey
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*STAFF REPORTER
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
said that the incumbent provincial 
government has taken concrete mea-
sures to bring the people of the new-
ly merged districts into mainstream 
along with bringing considerable 
improvement in services delivery. 
He added that after the merger of 
erstwhile FATA into Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, the provincial departments 
have been extended to the newly 
merged districts and a special de-
velopment program initiated with 
the sole purpose to address their 
longstanding deprivations. In a state-
ment issued here from Chief Minis-
ter’s Secretariat, the Chief Minister 
said that the incumbent provincial 
government, during its four-years 
tenure, has successfully tackled mul-
tiple challenges including merger 
of erstwhile FATA and Corona pan-
demic. It has also been successful 
in maintaining public confidence 
through people-friendly policies and 
development initiatives. Despite mul-
tiple challenges, the provincial gov-
ernment has proved that it is not only 

committed to the development and 
prosperity of the tribal districts but is 
taking all possible steps for this pur-
pose. According to details, in the last 
four years, a number of initiatives 
have been completed in the merged 
districts benefitting local population. 
Around 28,000 Levies and Khasadars 
have been absorbed into the police, 
more than 4,000 ex-FATA project em-
ployees have been regularized and 
development projects in all sectors 
have been initiated for efficient ser-
vices delivery. In the health sector, 17 
health care facilities have been out-
sourced while billions of rupees have 
been spent on provision of medical 
equipment and ensure availability 
of emergency medicine so as to pro-

vide quality health care to people at 
local level. Similarly, measures have 
also been taken in other sectors, 
including the provision of scholar-
ships to male and female students 
of merged districts worth 3.5 billion 
rupees, recruitment of 10 thousand 
new teachers, construction of 2485 
playgrounds, repair of 1439 school 
boundary walls, repair of 1585 class-
rooms, establishment of 317 science 
and IT laboratories, solarization of 
300 Masajid, construction of 441 km 
long new roads, rehabilitation of 612 
km long existing roads, construction 
of 11 bridges, installation of 1050 km 
long 11 KV lines, establishment of 48 
micro hydro plants, construction of 
seven new grid stations, installation 
of over 1000 transformers and 105 
feeders. Apart from this, 1.1 billion 
rupees have been distributed among 
the small and medium enterprises in 
the merged districts. Mohmand Mar-
ble City has been established while 
Small industrial estates have also 
been set up in Bajaur and South Wa-
ziristan. Moreover, 1848 Small and 
medium scale industries have been 
revived in NMDs. 
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CM Mahmood highlights efforts made by PTI for the development of merged areas

Sultan Agha elected unopposed as provincial president JUI-Noorani
PESHAWAR: Syed Noorul Hasnain Gil-
lani alias Sultan Agha has been elected 
unopposed as provincial president of 

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (Noornai). A 
meeting of the provincial cabinet and 
ulema was conducted here on Satur-
day at Yakkatoot that was attended by 
a large number of party workers and 
members of the elections committee, 
including Syed Safdar Shah Gillani, 
Saeed Ahmed Naqshbandi, and Azhar 
Mehmood Hazarvi. All the members 
elected Sultan Agha as provincial pres-
ident JUI-Noorani unopposed while 
Awais Ahmed Qadri Advocate as vice 
president and Yasir Fareed Awan gener-
al secretary.Speaking at the event, Syed 
Safdar Shah Gillani said that practical 
steps were needed to solve problems 
of the people, adding JUI-Noorani was 
a revolutionary movement that would 

implement Nizam-e-Mustafa on the 
path of Khilafat-e-Rashida.
He said the Quaid-e-Azam and Allama 
Iqbal had achieved the dream of a sepa-
rate country with the help of ulema and 
the role of ulema was the need of the 
hour to combat the evil powers. “Our 
country is rich in natural resources 
while few anti-state elements were re-
sponsible for destroying these resourc-
es.” The event was also addressed by 
newly-elected provincial president Sul-
tan Agha who said, “I am grateful to all 
those who extended their confidence. 
We will work to unite party workers 
in the province and follow the paths 
assigned by the party leadership.” 
*AGENCIES*

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 230 232

China Yuan 32.11 32.36

Japanese Yen 1.96 2

Saudi Riyal 63.35 64.1

U.A.E Dirham 65.6 66.2

UK Pound 291.5 294

Euro 251.5 254

Australian Dollar 150.95 152.2

Canadian Dollar 164.69 166.04

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
150700 

Rs. 
138141 

Rs. 
131863 

Rs. 
113025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129200 

Rs. 
118432 

Rs. 
113050 

Rs.  
96900

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12920 

Rs.  
11843 

Rs.  
11305 

Rs.  
9690

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
366300 

Rs. 
335773 

Rs. 
320513 

Rs. 
274725

US launches $4 mln initiative for ‘Improving Girls’ 
Education Activity’  in KPK

Food Fortification to address nutritional deficiencies: 
DG Food Authority

VC KUST appointed as fellow of PAS

Travelers advised to drive carefully on motorway due to fog

MoU signed between SCCI, ICMAP to enhance skills, capabilities of traders’ community

Minister inaugurates installation of solar system 
in Gumbad Mosque Thall

PESHAWAR: The government of 
the United States (US) on Saturday 
launched a $4 million initiative on 
‘Improving Girls’ Education Activ-
ity’ which aims to provide quality 
education to girls in remote areas of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The US Am-
bassador Donald Blome and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for Elementary 
and Secondary Education Shahram 
Khan Tarakai inaugurated the U.S. gov-
ernment-funded $4 million initiative for 
‘Improving Girls Education Activity’, 
said a news release of US embassy in 
Pakistan on Saturday. “The U.S. gov-
ernment supports Pakistan’s goal of 
ensuring a prosperous future for all its 
citizens-particularly girls,” said Ambas-
sador Blome.  “We look forward to a 
strong partnership and fruitful collab-
oration with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Education Department to strengthen 
education for Pakistani children, es-
pecially girls, through this activity”, he 
said. Minister Tarakai appreciated Am-
bassador Blome’s comments, noting: 
“The private sector, in recent years, has 
emerged as a key supporter of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to address challeng-
es in the social sector.  The successful 
partnerships in KP’s health sector are a 
testimony to that.  We are positive that 
with the support from the U.S. govern-
ment’s ‘Improving Girls’ Education Ac-

tivity’, we will be able to make school 
management more efficient, thereby 
improving school quality.” During his 
trip to Peshawar, Ambassador Blome 
also visited the Eleanor Roosevelt Cor-
ner at Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Wom-
en’s University, the largest Women’s 
University in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  
The Eleanor Roosevelt Corner is one 
of the two American Spaces in the 
province that provides education and 
learning opportunities to youth. Am-
bassador Blome discussed combating 
gender-based violence through educa-
tion and entrepreneurship with a panel 
of educators and female entrepreneurs 
as part of the “16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence” cam-
paign.  “Advancing women’s economic 
security not only reduces their risk of 
experiencing gender-based violence – 
it is an effective development strategy 
for the whole community.  The United 
States is proud to invest in and support 
the safety and prosperity of women and 
girls throughout Pakistan, including 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,” said Ambas-
sador Blome during the event. Since 
2008, the US government has provid-
ed over $2 billion in development as-
sistance to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to 
support education, health, economic 
growth, governance, and humanitarian 
needs. *APP/PR*

PESHAWAR: Director General Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal 
Food Authority Shahrukh Ali Khan 
has said the Food Fortification Act 2022 
is a great milestone for the provincial 
government in overcoming the issue 
of malnutrition, stunting, and other 
health-related complications. The forti-
fication of staple food such as oil, ghee, 
and flour would help the government 
to address and alleviate nutritional de-
ficiencies. He expressed these views 
during a meeting with Nutrition Inter-
national Country Director Dr Shabina 
Raza in Peshawar, said a press release 
issued here on Saturday. Provincial Pro-
gramme Manager of Nutrition Interna-
tional Imtiaz Ali Shah along with zonal 

programme managers Rashid Saleem 
and Mudasir Shah also attended the 
meeting. The DG said the well-being 
of the general public would “always re-
main on top of our priority list”. He said 
to promote healthy and nutritious food 
practices in the province, the KP FS&H-
FA was planning to introduce a nutrition 
wing in the authority. The initiative with 
food safety would ensure the nutrition 
aspect of the food, he added. Shahrukh 
Ali Khan appreciated the role of Nutri-
tion International in promoting health 
standards and countering malnutrition 
in women and children. Dr. Shabina 
Raza appreciated the proactive role of 
the Food Authority in the fortification 
program. *APP-

PESHAWAR: Vice Chancellor Kohat 
University of Science and Information 
Technology (KUST) Prof. Dr Sardar 
Khan has been elected as a Fellow 
of the Pakistan Academy of Sciences 
(PAS), said a notification issued here 
on Saturday. PAS was established in 
1953 and is a famous Academy in 
the world to promote science edu-

cation in the country. The Academy 
has 117 fellows including 83 national 
and 34 international. Dr Sardar Khan 
is known for his research work and 
teaching during his 22 years of ser-
vice. Dr Sardar has expertise in pollu-
tion and environmental sciences. He 
has remained a member of different 
academic sciences. *APP*.

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Department on Saturday fore-
cast partly cloudy and cold weather for 
most districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
for next 2 hours. Moderate to dense 
fog is likely to occur over Swabi, Mar-
dan, Nowshera, Charsadda, Peshawar 

and Dera Ismail Khan districts, as well 
as over Peshawar to Swabi motor-
way during night and morning hours. 
Travelers on Motorways and National 
Highways are advised to adopt pre-
cautionary measures during travel-
ling. *APP*

PESHAWAR: In an endeavor to enhance 
the professional skills and capabilities 
of the business community on modern 
lines through a training program and 
joint initiatives and research, a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) was 
signed between the Sarhad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) and 
the Institute of Cost and Management 
Accountants of Pakistan (ICMAP). The 
MoU was signed by SCCI president 
Muhammad Ishaq and ICMAP Presi-
dent/Chairman Strategic Zia ul Musta-
fa Awan during a ceremony held at the 
chamber’s house here on Saturday. Sha-
hid Hussain, Senior Vice President of the 
SCCI, ICMAP Executive Director Aamir 

Ijaz Khan, Joint Director and Campus 
Incharge Peshawar Adeel Zeb Khan, Fi-
nance Manager KPFA/member ICMAP 
Zahir Mehmood, Finance Manager WS-
SCK and Member ICMAP Zufiqar Ali, 
Director Marketing and Communication 
Ms Munaza Elahi, Senior Officer Admin 
& Accounts ICMAP Shuaib Nasir, Bi-
lal and others were present during the 
agreement singing event. Zia ul Mustafa 
on the occasion briefed the SCCI presi-
dent regarding significance, benefits of 
signing MoU, objectives of ICMAP, its 
importance, affiliation and recognition 
at local and international level along 
with different training programs, con-
stitutional ambits and initiatives through 

public private partnership. Ishaq while 
terming the signing MoU with ICMAP 
as a milestone initiative stated both in-
stitutions have signed the agreement 
on right time. Under the agreement, he 
added initiatives would be made through 
joint collaboration to bring further im-
provement in professional and technical 
skills of workers and employees, capaci-
ty building communities belonging from 
different trades. The SCCI chief hoped 
the business community will get aware 
about taxation systems, banking chan-
nels, accountancy, digitalization, corpo-
rate sector, through which they would 
help to strengthen their businesses by 
using modern techs, tools and meth-

ods and through well-known as well as 
awareness policies. Ishaq stressed the 
need for enhancement of capabilities 
and skills of the business community on 
mode lines. He added the SCCI has un-
dertaken pragmatic steps in this regard. 
We have recently started an initiative 
dubbed ‘2.0 vision and plan’, the SCCI 
chief disclosed. He claimed it is the first 
ever step in Pakistan which has been 
taken by this chamber, whose prime pur-
pose is to enhance capacity building of 
the business community while keeping 
in view modern requirements, provision 
of relief and incentives, initiatives for 
business and trade and industries im-
provement, etc. *APP*

PESHAWAR: Advisor to Chief Min-
ister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Au-
qaf and Religious Affairs, Zahoor 
Shakir has inaugurated the instal-
lation of a solar system worth three 
million rupees in Gumbad Mosque 
in the Thall area of district Hangu. 
In a press statement issued here 
on Saturday, the Advisor while ad-
dressing the event said that the pro-
vincial government has approved 
Rs6 billion rupees for mosques and 
seminaries in the province. He said 
a total of Rs7 million has been al-
located for Gumbad Mosque and 

General Bus Stand Mosque in tehsil 
Thall. Replying to a query, He said 
the project of main Sarozai-Hangu 
Road worth billions of rupees would 
be included in next ADP funds. Min-
ister said as per the vision of PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan, the lead-
ership of the party was striving to 
provide all possible facilities to peo-
ple. He said provincial government 
has taken practical steps over the 
last four years which have resulted 
in significant improvement in the 
overall service delivery system in 
the province. *APP*
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PAKISTAN’S foreign exchange reserves have dropped to a 
nearly four-year low of $6.7bn — just about enough to cover 
four to five weeks of imports, according to the State Bank’s 
numbers released on Thursday. The same day, the SBP gover-
nor, Jameel Ahmad, said in a podcast that all debt repayments 
are on track and foreign exchange reserves are expected to 
increase in the second half of the current fiscal as he spoke 
of Pakistan’s capacity to meet its international financial ob-
ligations. The aim was to address widespread market con-
cerns over external account vulnerabilities. With net foreign 
reserves held by commercial banks at $5.87bn, Pakistan’s to-
tal liquid foreign reserves are now nearly $12.6bn. The SBP 
attributed the drop to the $1bn payment it made against the 
maturity of Sukuk bonds. The SBP chief gave details of Paki-
stan’s financing needs for the current fiscal, the loan amounts 
rolled over by China and Saudi Arabia, debt repayments, like-
ly dollar inflows from bilateral and commercial creditors, etc.
In short, he tried to reassure the markets that Pakistan no lon-
ger faces the risk of default. True, if everything goes according 
to the SBP script we will meet our external debt repayment 
obligations this year. But, what happens in the next fiscal and 
after? The economy may not be facing the risk of imminent 
default but it now depends heavily on the largesse of friend-
ly countries for survival. The amount of dollars we have in 
the kitty and the sum we are expecting in loans or deposits 
over the next few months are no longer relevant. That we still 
have reserves equivalent to a month of imports is because our 
friends are not asking us to return their deposits worth around 
$10bn. Also, we have placed stringent curbs on foreign pur-
chases to curtail import expenditure. Not only that, the central 
bank has made the repatriation of dividends and other earn-
ings of foreign firms near impossible in order to prevent its re-
serves from disappearing. According to the International Air 
Transport Association, we are among the top five countries to 
have restricted foreign airlines from repatriating their ticket 
sales revenues amounting to $225m. The unfortunate thing is 
that we as a nation are not ready to accept the reality and con-
tinue to live beyond our means. Political compulsions mean 
that the government has its head buried in the sand. We are 
not prepared to reduce our consumption of expensive import-
ed oil or put up with a few hours of blackouts or close shops 
before sunset. Unless the authorities give a realistic picture of 
the economy, without sugar-coating any aspect, how can they 
ask citizens to tighten their belts? Instead of challenging the 
IMF for telling us to put our house in order, we must take a 
hard look at our situation and brace for painful adjustments. 
There is no easy way out of the current economic mess.

- Courtesy: DAWN

Declining reserves

UPON the unveiling of the massive 
Belt and Road Initiative by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, three trade 
routes were initially identified. The 
first and southernmost route is the 
Ocean Road, which passes via the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean while 
avoiding Southeast Asia and India. 
This longest trade route runs 20,000 
kilometres from Beijing to Rotterdam, 
and the journey takes 45 to 60 days 
on average. Meanwhile, since it is a 
sea route, it may lower freight prices. 
The second route, called the North-
ern Corridor, traverses Mongolian 
and Russian territory. It takes about 
15 to 20 days to go around 10,000 ki-
lometres. The third path is renowned 
as the Middle Corridor, which has re-
cently come under the limelight due 
to the EU members’ ebbed desire to 
have trade exchanges and business 
with Russia. The Ukrainian crisis 
has shifted several international par-
adigms and impacted land transpor-
tation routes’ relative benefits. The 
northern route has the advantage of 
passing primarily through Russian 
territory, which spares freight the has-
sle of going through standard border 
crossing procedures. However, since 
Russia invaded Ukraine, shipments 
from China to the EU through this 
route have dropped by 40%. In this 
scenario, while the Middle Corridor 
looks promising, it has its drawbacks. 
The foremost drawback is that it must 
pass through multiple Central Asian 
borders. While it traverses Kazakh-
stan by one branch, it cuts across 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan by 
the other. Taking a ferry across the 
Caspian Sea splits into two routes: 
one travels overland through Turkiye 
to the Balkan nations, and the other 
passes the Black Sea from Batumi, 
Georgia, to Romanian and Bulgarian 
harbours. The shortest trip, covering 
around 7,000 kilometres, takes 10 to 
15 days to get to Europe. The second 
hitch the Middle Corridor faces is the 
multimodal nature of this corridor, as 

it could lead to coordination issues 
if shipments are not appropriately 
handled. Additionally, congestion 
in Armenia’s Zengezur corridor put 
forth the third drawback. The Arme-
nian-controlled corridor is around 60 
kilometres, separating the Azerbai-
jani exclave of Nakhchivan from the 
rest of the country. Vladimir Putin, the 
president of Russia, mediated a cease-
fire between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
following the Nagorno-Karabakh war 
in 2020. The cease-fire agreement’s 
Article 9 states: “All economic and 
transport connections in the region 
shall be unblocked. The Republic of 
Armenia shall guarantee the securi-
ty of transport connections between 
the western regions of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan and the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic to arrange un-
obstructed movement of persons, ve-
hicles, and cargo in both directions.” 
Armenia may revitalize this corridor, 
generate hundreds, if not tens of 
thousands, of jobs for its population, 
and gain the advantages of increas-
ing trade if it can get out from its 
Turkiye entanglements. The corridor 
parallels the Aras River’s northern 
bank. Iran is interested in building 
a road connecting Nakhchivan and 
Azerbaijan on the southern bank of 
the same river. However, it is focus-
ing on this project because it wants 
to control the path Turkiye will take 
to travel to Azerbaijan and Central 
Asian Turkic countries beyond the 
Caspian Sea, not because it wants to 
connect Azerbaijan proper to Nakh-
chivan. In a similar dispute involving 
the Lachin corridor in Armenia, Azer-
baijan does not impose any limita-
tions on Armenians desiring to go to 
the autonomous Nagorno-Karabakh 
area of Azerbaijan and vice versa, in 
contrast to Yerevan’s unfavourable at-
titude. The Kars-Tbilisi-Baku railroad 
connects Turkiye and Azerbaijan, an 
alternative route for Turkiye. Thus, 
the Armenian blockade doesn’t stop 
Turkiye from reaching the Central 

Asian Turkic countries but makes it 
more challenging and expensive for 
her. Investors from Europe and Asia 
have expressed interest in enhancing 
the Middle Corridor’s cargo trans-
portation infrastructure. To establish 
Turkiye’s Izmit Bay as a key crossing 
point between Asia and Europe, the 
Austrian Federal Railways and Pacific 
Eurasia have worked together. This 
year, the cargo being moved along 
this route has surged by more than 
120 percent. Many efforts were made 
to improve the effectiveness of freight 
transportation in Turkish harbours 
even before the Ukrainian conflict. 
The Middle Corridor is already being 
used by the Finnish company Niemin-
en Logistics, the Dutch company Rail 
Bridge Cargo, the Danish shipping 
business Maersk, the German com-
pany CEVA Logistics, and Chinese lo-
gistics operators and freight forward-
ers. By the end of 2022, an expected 
3.2 million metric tons of freight will 
be moved via this route, which will 
be a six fold increase. The call for 
greater connectivity will undoubtedly 
compel businesses and government 
agencies in the Middle Corridor coun-
tries to exert even more effort to get 
through administrative and techno-
logical challenges. These initiatives 
are more apparent now because the 
Ukrainian crisis has passed. They are 
currently attempting to construct new 
ports, ferries, and trains to improve 
soft infrastructure by streamlining 
border crossing procedures. Once im-
plemented, these advancements will 
likely stay in use, making them an 
indirect result of the Ukrainian crisis. 
The main concern is whether regional 
players’ expectations for cargo flows 
from China will be realized or if, given 
the current political and economic cli-
mate, they will merely end up as the 
owners of a “white elephant.” Time 
will tell. The Middle Corridor is still 
an exciting idea for the time being, 
but its future is still up in the air.
- Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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Chinese Middle Corridor under the limelight
— By Abu Hurrairah

A document prepared by the 
National Counter-Terrorism Au-
thority (NACTA) blamed the 
peace talks with the TTP for the 
increase in terror attacks that 
are being witnessed across the 
country.
This document was presented to 
the Senate Standing Committee 
on Interior as the deteriorating 
security situation has raised se-
rious concerns about things spi-
ralling out of control.
According to NACTA, negotia-
tions with the government only 
further emboldened the TTP and 
it allowed the group to increase 
its footprint and magnitude of 
activities during the correspond-
ing period. 
This makes sense because tra-
ditionally ceasefires have been 
used as an avenue to buy time. 
Perhaps both sides had some-
thing to gain from it. For the 
TTP, as mentioned, it allowed 
for regrouping, stocktaking, 
and strengthening. As far as the 
government is concerned, it of-
fered a temporary respite for the 
security forces and allowed for 
a reassessment of strategy. Of 
course, Pakistan’s options were 

limited this time around consid-
ering that the TTP is now based 
in Afghanistan, but the fact of 
the matter is that the ceasefire 
turned out to be a very costly 
one.
The group is now resurgent in 
Swat and adjoining areas and re-
ports suggest that the Malakand 
division is also vulnerable to ter-
rorism due to its central location 
and access to settled areas. The 
presence of militants in these 
regions does signify facilitation 
by residents which needs to be 
countered through intelligence 
and security measures. Any 
morphing of the terrorists in the 
local population in these areas 
must be monitored vigilantly.
However, what is encouraging to 
note are the strong protests by 
all segments of society against 
the terror outfit. It is impera-
tive the locals are supported and 
protected from this menace, as 
they have already suffered a lot 
during the past two decades and 
we cannot afford to wage a full-
scale war again on our own ter-
ritory.

Courtesy: The Nation

NACTA Blames Talks

Pakistan for everyone
Around 1 million people live with 
some form of disability around the 
world. A global celebration takes 
place every year for persons with 
disabilities, called the World Disabil-
ity Day. People with disabilities face 
difficulties both in obtaining em-
ployment and in carrying out their 
daily routines. They are judged and 
mocked for being born differently at 
the hands of the society.  All of this 
becomes suffocating to them and 

despite the innovations in technolo-
gy that have taken over the world, 
PWD still have trouble finding their 
place in the world. PWDs remain the 
world’s largest minority group, but 
disability disparity remains an in-
visible issue in mainstream develop-
ment frameworks and activities on 
local, regional, national, and inter-
national levels. There is more to im-
proving the situations of PWD than 
bringing awareness to them, taking 
action, and making fair changes. 

Personalization is required. In addi-
tion to facing harsh treatment from 
others, PWD often have problems 
when they visit their banks. It is ap-
preciated that Bank Alfalah offers 
Braille-based documents, separate 
parking area, and low-height Qmat-
ics for visually impaired people. In 
the future, I hope other banks will 
follow their footsteps and make 
PWD’s lives easier by making a pos-
itive impact in society.
M. ALAMGIR KHAN, Islamabad.

Letters to the Editor

For several weeks, thousands of Rus-
sian troops have been relocating to 
Belarus, a country in Eastern Europe 
that borders Ukraine to the south and 
several members of NATO to the west. 
Last week, the Russian and Belarusian 
defense ministers met for high-level 
talks. This week, authorities in Belar-
us announced certain restrictions on 
civilian road travel in some parts of 
the country, citing emerging “terrorist 
threats” as the reason. Something is 
clearly brewing in Belarus.
The country has already played a use-
ful role for Russia as a staging point 
for its troops during the initial stages 
of the invasion of Ukraine in February. 
For months leading up to the invasion, 
Belarus hosted tens of thousands of 
Russian troops and thousands of tanks 
and other military vehicles that even-
tually crossed the border into northern 
Ukraine. Some of the worst atrocities 
during the war, in places such as Bucha 
and Irpin, were committed by troops 
that invaded Ukraine from Belarusian 
territory. During private conversations 
with Ukrainian officials, the question is 
not “if” but “when” another attack will 
be launched from Belarus. In February, 
only Russian troops crossed the bor-
der — there are concerns that Belar-
usian troops could join them the next 
time. In addition to hosting the tens of 
thousands of Russian troops that par-
ticipated in the initial invasion force 10 
months ago, Belarus provides a base 

for Russian fighter jets that have been 
used in air strikes across Ukraine.Be-
larus also hosts Iranian suicide drones, 
and the Iranians who operate them, 
that have been used in recent weeks to 
harass Ukrainian civilians across the 
country. The short distance between 
Belarus and the Ukrainian capital Kyiv 
means there is very little time to warn 
civilians of an incoming air attack 
launched from Belarusian territory. 
Now there are growing concerns that 
Belarusian authorities could raise their 
complicity in the Russian invasion to 
the next level by ordering their own 
armed forces to attack Ukraine. This is 
a real fear among many policymakers 
in Ukraine, and in response the gov-
ernment has produced informational 
videos directed at Belarusian citizens 
calling on them to refrain from partic-
ipating in any military action against 
their neighbor. There is some evidence 
to suggest that not all Belarusians 
would support a direct attack by their 
country’s forces on Ukraine. Reports 
of sabotage of trains transporting mil-
itary hardware within Belarus appear 
from time to time on social media, for 
example. There is also a small but de-
termined group of Belarusian volun-
teers fighting on behalf of Ukraine. If 
Belarusian authorities did decide to 
attack Ukraine there are two likely 
scenarios. The first would involve an 
assault on Kyiv but the goal would not 
necessarily be to capture the capital. 

The Ukrainian victory during the first 
battle of Kyiv this year makes it clear 
that the Belarusian military would not 
have the capability to take the city. In 
addition, Ukrainian authorities for the 
past several months have been pre-
paring defensive positions between 
the capital and the border with Belar-
us that include numerous anti-tank 
measures and minefields. However, 
simply threatening the capital could be 
enough to lure Ukrainian forces from 
other locations in the conflict back to 
Kyiv to aid its defense. This would be 
a suicide mission for the Belarusian 
armed forces but a shift of Ukrainian 
forces away from the front lines else-
where could create opportunities for 
Russia to launch a new offensive.
The second scenario is an attack by 
Belarus on areas of western Ukraine 
that have been mostly shielded from 
the fighting over the past 10 months. 
Many of the major supply routes 
used to deliver humanitarian aid and 
military assistance to Ukraine from 
around the world are located in this re-
gion, close to the border with Poland.
It is shocking to consider that Russia 
or Belarus has not already made any 
meaningful attempt to disrupt these 
supply lines, which crisscross western 
Ukraine. In fact it is so shocking that it 
leads one to the logical conclusion that 
surely they will try soon.

- Courtesy: Arab News

Will Belarusian troops join Russia in the campaign against Ukraine?
— By Luke Coffey 
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KARACHI: The National Accountabili-
ty Bureau (NAB), Karachi on Saturday 
organized an awareness walk against 
corruption in connection with Inter-
national Anti-Corruption Day. The 
walk was organized in compliance 
with the directions of Chairman NAB 
Aftab Sultan and NAB’s motto “Our 
Faith, Corruption Free Pakistan”, said 
a news release. The awareness walk 
against corruption commenced at 
Chunky Monkey Amusement Centre 
and concluded at AK Khan Park at 
Sea View, Clifton, Karachi. Director 
General NAB Karachi Javed Akbar 
Riaz led the walk. Officers and offi-
cials of NAB, and a large number of 
people from all walks of life, including 
notables from academia, students of 
educational institutions, philanthro-
pists, Sindh Boys Scouts, and gov-
ernment officials participated in the 
walk.  “NAB is commemorating In-
ternational Anti-Corruption day from 
November 26th to December 12th and 
organizing different events through-

out the said period at schools, colleges, 
universities, and local administration,” 
said the release.  The DG NAB Kara-
chi, while addressing the participants 
of the walk, extended   gratitude and 
highlighted the importance of public 
awareness regarding the ill effects of 
corruption.  He said NAB Karachi over 
the past few years, geared up its opera-
tions against the corrupt elements and 
had been trying to curb corruption and 
corrupt practices. Under the dynamic 
vision and guidance of Chairman NAB 
Aftab Sultan, he added, NAB Karachi 
remained successful in achieving the 
confidence of the public at large. “All 
officers and staff of the Bureau are 
part and parcel of the performance.”  
The DG further highlighted the role of 
youth in the eradication of corruption 
from society. “Heavy responsibility lies 
on the shoulders of youth to become 
part of the struggle to root out corrup-
tion. In this regard, NAB has formed 
character-building societies at schools, 
colleges, and universities with the 

spirit of preventing of corruption and 
raising awareness among the general 
masses.” He also called on teachers 
to play their role actively to purge the 
society from the menace of corruption, 
nepotism, and favoritism by training 
the youth, imparting education, and 
character building.  He appreciated 
the role of media, particularly in the 
field of investigative journalism in 
bringing to the surface several cases 
of corruption. Javed Akbar reiterated 
NAB’s commitment to eradicating cor-
ruption from society, with zero toler-
ance policy and a proactive approach 
of “Accountability for All”. High-
lighting the role of all stakeholders, 
public representatives, and coalition 
partners, he said that all segments of 
society would have to join hands and 
take forward the mission of NAB to rid 
society of the menace of corruption. 
At the end of the walk, Javed Akbar 
thanked all participants for joining the 
walk and raising voices against cor-
ruption. *APP*
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Court acquits Rana Sanaullah in drug recovery case

ECP finalizes arrangements for 
LG polls in Balochistan

Rector’s Conference discusses role of HEIs 
in fueling entrepreneurial revolution

Human rights first step towards 
human freedom: Zardari

CM Parvez Elahi gives approval for Journalists Colony Phase 2 in Lahore

WDD organizes awareness seminar on violence against women, girls

Khurram Dastgir lays foundation stone of two 
mega grid stations

LWMC establishes facilitation center for its employees

LAHORE: A special court for narcot-
ics control on Saturday acquitted In-
terior Minister Rana Sanaullah in a 
15-kg drug recovery case, registered 
during the previous government ten-
ure in 2019. The court also acquitted 
five co-accused -- Usman Ahmad, Mu-
hammad Akram, Sibtain Haider, Amir 
Rustam and Umer Farooq -- in the case. 
Presiding Judge Muhammad Naeem  
passed the orders while allowing an 
acquittal application, filed by Rana 
Sanaullah and the co-accused. During 
the proceedings, two key witnesses, 
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Assistant 
Director Imtiaz Ahmed and Inspector 
Ehsaan Azam, appeared before the 
court and rejected the prosecution al-
legations against Rana Sanaullah and 
the other accused. They stated that 
no drugs were recovered in their pres-
cence. “We never saw any sort of drugs 
being recovered from the accused,” 
they added. The witnesses also sub-
mitted affidavits, which were signed by 
two prosecutors present in the court. 
At this stage, the defence counsel Ad-
vocate Farhad Ali Shah submitted that 
the prosecution had no case to prove 
after retraction of the key witnesses. 
He submitted that Assistant Director 
Imtiaz Ahmed and Inspector Ehsaan 
Azam were witnesses of the recovery 
memo. Subsequently, the court, acquit-

ted all the accused. Earlier, the defence 
counsel, on behalf of Rana Sanaullah 
and others, filed an acquittal applica-
tion at the start of the proceedings. He 
submitted that the FIR was registered 
with mala fide intention and it was 
based on a concocted and fabricated 
story. He submitted that nothing was 
recovered from the accused at the time 
of arrest, adding that prosecution could 
not provide evidence to establish the 
case against his clients.
On July 1, 2019, the ANF officials ar-
rested Rana Sanaullah from Islam-
abad-Lahore Motorway near Sukheki, 
while he was traveling from Faisalabad 
to Lahore. The ANF had registered an 
FIR against the PML-N leader under 
9-C, 15 and 17 of the Control of Narcot-
ic Substances Act. It was alleged that 
the ANF recovered 15-kilogram heroin 
and other drugs from Rana Sanaullah’s 
car, whereas the operation was con-
ducted on a tip-off. The Lahore High 
Court had granted bail to Rana Sanaul-
lah in the case. *APP*

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) has finalized 
all arrangements for the first phase 
of local government elections in Bal-
chistan’s two districts on Sunday. 
According to ECP, the elections are 
being held in district Lasbela, Hub 
and municipal committee, Haramzai 
of district Pashin. Polling materials, 
including ballot papers, polling bags, 
and polling workers, have already ar-
rive at their respective polling stations. 
All presiding officers have established 
polling stations and polling booths in 
their respective areas of duty. There 

are a total of 272,323 registered vot-
ers in these two districts, with 153,236 
male and 119,087 female voters. There 
are 259 polling stations and 690 polling 
booths to facilitate the voters. While, 
some 6,151 male and 4,739 female 
voters are set to choose their represen-
tatives for municipal committee, Ha-
ramzai, Pishin, District. As many as 13 
polling stations and 30 polling booths 
have been set up for holding elections 
in municipal committee, Haramzai, 
Pishin district. A total of 79 candidates 
are contesting local body polls in mu-
nicipal committee, Haramzai. *APP*

ISLAMABAD: The 3rd Rector’s confer-
ence, titled “Entrepreneurial Revolution 
and HEIs: The Economics and Social 
Impact” was held at COMSTECH Sec-
retariat here on Saturday where Univer-
sity of Sargodha Vice Chancellor Prof 
Dr Qaisar Abbas shared his thoughts 
on “Role of Higher Education Institu-
tions in Socio-Economic Development 
of a Country”. Addressing the confer-
ence, Dr Abbas highlighted the need of 
aligning and affiliating tertiary educa-
tion provision with the socio-econom-
ic needs of an economy. He stressed 
on HEI’s to develop high-level human 
resources for economic and social de-
velopment, drive innovation, increase 
employability, enhance the skills of the 
existing workforce, increase earning 
power of graduates and strengthen co-
operation between higher education 
and industry. Developing high-level 
human resources with the necessary 
knowledge and skills for economic and 
social development has been the most 
important role of higher education, he 
said, adding that the higher education 
sector is pivotal in delivering training to 
people at all stages of their careers. Dr 
Abbas emphasized the important role 
of higher education institutions is to 
drive Innovation, with the aim of finding 
solutions to challenges of society, such 
as challenges in the area of healthcare, 
environmental protection, agriculture, 

international development, population 
trends, etc. The wider economy benefits 
from university research and innova-
tion as it drives investment, both local-
ly and globally, promotes exports, and 
makes the economy more balanced, 
he added. “Universities should be pro-
active in arranging opportunities for 
students to develop industry expertise 
through work experience and intern-
ships as universities are ideally placed 
to offer employability training to people 
looking to change careers or apply for 
new roles, who need an update to their 
existing skills,” said Dr Abbas. He ex-
pressed that the advancement in tech-
nology changes the landscape for work-
ing professionals. Higher Education can 
provide them with the opportunity to 
enhance their existing knowledge and 
learn new skills. For employers, this 
has a positive impact on productivity, 
output, and staff morale. It also helps 
companies to drive efficiency and thus 
profitability.  In his concluding remarks, 
Dr Abbas said that a knowledge-based 
economy is characterized by depen-
dence on a highly-skilled, well-educat-
ed, and technically-minded workforce. 
“Graduates with the right knowledge 
and skills have the ability to demand 
higher salaries, as they are equipped 
to make significant contributions to the 
revenue and growth of the companies 
they work for, ‘’ he added. *APP*

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan 
Peoples Party Parliamentarians, Asif 
Ali Zardari Saturday said that human 
rights are the first step towards human 
freedom. In a message on Internation-
al Human Rights Day, he said Shaheed 
Quaid-e-Awam Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
guaranteed human rights in the 1973 
constitution and Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto was a champion of hu-
man rights. Asif Zardari said that the 
leadership and workers of the Pakistan 

Peoples Party have struggled for many 
decades for the restoration of human 
rights. Whenever PPP came to power, it 
ensured human rights. He said that the 
violation of human rights has become a 
norm in Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). The world 
should raise its voice against the viola-
tion of human rights in IIOJK.
Asif Zardari said the PPP will continue 
to advocate for the provision of human 
rights, he added. *APP*

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi on Saturday 
accorded approval to allocate land for 
the Journalists Colony Phase 2 in La-
hore. The chief minister announced it 
during a meeting with President La-
hore Press Club Azam Chaudhry and 
Secretary General Pakistan Federal 
Union of Journalists (PFUJ) Rana Mu-
hammad Azeem, who met him at the 
CM office. The CM granted approval to 
allocate 700-kanal land for the Lahore 
Press Club Housing Scheme Phase 2 
and said the phase 2 would be built in 
the Ravi Urban Development Authority 
(RUDA) area. The CM said that earlier 
he had announced Journalists Housing 
Colony Phase 2 comprising 500-kanal 
land in the Ashiana Housing Scheme. 
But due to shortage of land, now he had 
granted approval for allocating land for 

phase 2 in the RUDA area. Chaudhry 
Parvez Elahi said that the dream of all 
journalists of having their own home 
would be fulfilled. The Lahore Press 
Club staff members would also be given 
5-marla plots each and the deceased as 
well as disabled journalists not having 
membership of the press club would 
also be given 5-marla plots each in the 
Journalists Housing Colony phase 2, 
he added. Plots would also be allocated 
for the families of deceased journalists 
in phase-2, he said and promised to re-
solve the issue of B Block affectees. He 
added that they would be given their 
right at the earliest. The CM said that 
he had already issued directions to the 
police to launch indiscriminate crack-
down on the land- grabbers in the Jour-
nalists Colony Harbanspura. President 
Lahore Press Club Azam Chaudhry 

and Secretary General PFUJ Rana Mu-
hammad Azeem thanked CM Parvez 
Elahi for granting approval to allocate 
700-kanal land for the Journalists Col-
ony Phase 2. The PFUJ general secre-
tary said that journalists would always 
remember the welfare steps of CM 
Parvez Elahi for well-being of journal-
ists, adding that the Chief Minister had 
won hearts of journalist community 
by increasing the area of phase 2 from 
500 kanals to 700 kanals of land. Azam 
Chaudhry said that historic steps of CM 
Parvez Elahi for welfare of journalists 
could never be forgotten. Principal Sec-
retary to CM Muhammad Khan Bhatti, 
Chairman Ravi Urban Development 
Authority Zafar Nasrullah, DG LDA 
Amir Khan, Press Secretary to CM 
Iqbal Chaudhry and DGPR Rao Parvez 
Akhtar were also present. *APP*

NAWABSHAH: Women Development 
Department Shaheed Benazirabad 
on Saturday organized an awareness 
seminar at the village Rahmoon Kee-
rio near Sakrand town. The seminar 
aimed at informing about violence 
against women and grown girls, its 
prevention, and about the rights of 
women. Addressing the seminar, Dep-

uty Director of Women Development 
Naseem Hassan Mastoi and others 
said that the Sindh Government has 
enacted legislation for women’s rights 
so that women get equal importance 
as compared to men in society. Speak-
ers said that Women Development 
Department is organizing awareness 
seminars and programmes under the 

16-day campaign to give equal rights 
to women of this society and to pro-
vide awareness about their rights so 
that violence against women and girls 
could be prevented and voices could 
be raised for equality and their basic 
rights. On the occasion, Deputy Direc-
tor distributed gifts and life kits among 
women. *APP*

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Ener-
gy (Power Division), Engr. Khurram 
Dastgir Khan laid the foundation stone 
of 500 kV grid station Lahore North 
and 220 kV grid station Quaid-e-Azam 
Business Park and allied transmission 
lines in district Sheikhupura with a cost 
of around Rs 24 billion in total.He also 
inaugurated the associated transmis-
sion of QABP grid station, i.e. 04 km 
long Transmission Line IN / OUT from 
Bandala-Kala Shah Kaku Circuit -I & II.
While addressing the ground-breaking 
ceremonies, the minister for pPower 
appreciated the National Transmis-
sion & Despatch Company (NTDC) for 
launching two mega projects of new 
grid stations and 113 km long Balloki 
Converter Station-500kV Lahore North 
– 500kV Nokhar grid station transmis-
sion line. He said that the 500 kV grid 
station Lahore North will play an im-
portant role to reduce system and line 
losses and improve the voltage profile 
of associated LESCO and GEPCO net-
work, which will result in the reduction 
of cost of electricity too. He said that 
the government was focusing on the 
production of cheap electricity from 
indigenous resources like Thar coal, 
wind, solar and hydel. He said that 
2000 MW of cheap power from Thar 
coal alone will be added to the national 
grid before the end of June-2023. Man-
aging Director NTDC, Engr. Dr. Rana 

Abdul Jabbar Khan also addressed the 
ground-breaking ceremony and said 
that the Lahore North grid station proj-
ect will be constructed utilizing the loan 
from Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
The project will be completed with a 
cost of Rs 20.7 billion in March-2024 
(630 days completion period).  The 
project will further improve the reliabil-
ity of the NTDC, LESCO and GEPCO 
system networks, besides providing an 
additional source of power supply to 
meet the growing demand for LESCO.
Engr. Khurram Dastgir also performed 
the ground breaking for 220 kV Quaid-
e-Azam Business Park grid station. 
During the ground-breaking ceremo-
ny, the minister for power said that the 
main objective of the project is to meet 
the load demand of QABP Special 
Economic Zone being developed by 
Punjab Industrial Estate Development 
Management Company (PIEDMC). 
The project will be completed at the 
cost of Rs 3 billion. MD NTDC also ad-
dressed the ground-breaking ceremo-
ny and said that this project will help 
to boost the industry being set up in the 
Special Economic Zone. The project 
will be completed in the 4th quarter of 
2023. GM/country head CET, Mr. Wang 
Bo, MD Transmark, Mansoor H. Nasir 
and local politicians also addressed the 
groundbreaking ceremonies.
*AGENCIES*

LAHORE: The Lahore Waste Man-
agement Company (LWMC) has es-
tablished a facilitation center at the 
children workshop to resolve issues 
of its employees and facilitate them.
According to LWMC sources on Sat-
urday, Company’s Chief Executive 
Officer Ali Anan Qamar inaugurated 
the facilitation center and said that 
the purpose of setting up the facilita-
tion center was to provide all the in-

formation to the employees regard-
ing their welfare. He said “Workers 
are our asset and their welfare is 
among the priorities of LWMC.” The 
health of the workers participating 
in the cleaning could not be ignored 
in any case, all information related 
to Employees Old Age Benefits In-
stitution (EOBI) and social security 
would be provided to the employees 
at the facilitation center. *APP*

IRSA releases 81,900 
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Saturday re-
leased 81,900 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 44,000 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1499.39 feet and was 101.39 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 21,600 cusecs 
while outflow as 46,000 cusecs. 
The water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1128.45 feet, 
which was 78.45 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was recorded 
8,500 cusecs and 22,000 cusecs re-
spectively. The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu and Suk-
kur was recorded 50,000, 40,000, 
33,500 and 13,800 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 8,800 cusecs of water re-
leased at Nowshera and 2,000 cu-
secs released from River Chenab at 
Marala. *APP*

NAB Karachi organizes awareness walk on International Anti-Corruption Day

IESCO issues power suspension programme
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (IESCO) on  Saturday no-
tified a power suspension programme 
for Sunday for various areas of its re-
gion due to necessary maintenance and 

routine development work.  According 
to IESCO Spokesman, the power sup-
ply of different feeders and grid stations 
would remain suspended for the period 
from 09:00 am to 02:00 pm. *APP*

21 Sui gas meters 
disconnected

MULTAN: Sui Northern Gas Pipe-
line Limited (SNGPL) disconnected 
the gas connections of 21 consumers 
in Multan, Shujabad, Mian Channu, 
and Dera Ghazi Khan as they were 
found using compressors. Accord-
ing to official sources, the use of 
compressors is banned due to the 
associated risks. General Manager 
SNGPL Multan Shehzad Iqbal took 
strict notice of the illegal activity and 
ordered immediate disconnection of 
the gas meters.Exactly, 14 meters 
were disconnected in Multan, five 
in Shujabad, and one each in Mian 
Channu and Dera Ghazi Khan. No-
body would be allowed to use com-
pressors, said Shehzad. *APP*
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NAVTTC, JICA 
hold workshop

Panel discussion on ‘Inter-
national Day for Persons 

with Disabilities’ held

ISLAMABAD: National Vocational 
and Technical Training Commis-
sion (NAVTTC) in collaboration 
with Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) conducted here 
a three day workshop to review the 
Teacher Learning Materials (TLMs) 
of seven selected trades of Accel-
erated Learning Programme (ALP) 
Middle Tech. The participants have 
carried out the detailed discussion 
to bring the current TVET educa-
tion system in line with the require-
ments of the marketplace, in order 
to prepare the workforce in line 
with current market requirements, a 
press release yesterday said. TLMs 
for Dress Making, Applied Electri-
cian, Introduction to Tourism, fun-
damentals of cooking, Agriculture, 
Graphic Designing and Plumbing 
were reviewed by  relevant Trade 
Experts , DACUM Experts, National 
Curriculum Council and NAVTTC 
representatives during the work-
shop. The participants provided 
valuable suggestions to further up-
lifting TVET sector. In the closing 
session of the workshop the Exec-
utive Director NAVTTC, Mr. Sajid 
Baloch appreciated the efforts and 
support of (JICA) in bringing the 
out of school children in the formal 
education domain and reiterated 
NAVTTC’s vision of vertically inte-
grating NAVTTC’s successful inter-
vention of “Matric Tech “ with Mid-
dle Tech/Inter Tech. He added that 
the NAVTTC was committed to im-
part technical and vocational train-
ing to youth of the country especial-
ly of backward areas, to boost their 
morale and confidence level and 
make them useful citizens of the 
country and to enable them to earn 
sustainable livelihood. NAVTTC 
management under the guidance of 
Minister for Federal Education and 
Professional Training Mr. Rana Tan-
veer Hussain is further uplifting the 
TVET sector. *AGENCIES*

ISLAMABAD: To mark the obser-
vance of International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities 2022, the Special 
Talent Exchange program (STEP) in 
collaboration with the National Com-
mission on the Status of Women and 
the United Nations Population Fund 
organized a panel discussion with 
the theme “Disability Inclusion and 
GBV Services”. Chairperson National 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
Nilofer Bakhtiar graced the event as 
Chief Guest. The event contributes to 
advancing gender equality, inclusive, 
accessible GBV services, and an eq-
uitable society for women and girls 
with disabilities in Pakistan. NCSW 
through a new declaration commit-
ted to being more responsive and in-
clusive in its approaches to tackling 
the GBV survivors, especially those 
with a disability while actively collab-
orating with development partners 
and Organizations of persons with 
disabilities the other day in Islam-
abad. *APP*

Tarar for regulation of housing sector to curb unplanned 
growth of housing societies

Smog seriously threatens human health: PGMI Principal

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Law and 
Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar 
Saturday stressed the need of proper 
regulation of the housing sector to curb 
the unplanned growth of housing soci-
eties. He expressed these views during 
his visit to the 1st International Hous-
ing Expo here. The minister also visit-
ed the stalls of the Expo and appreciat-
ed the products and projects displayed 
at the occasion. He said that despite 

multiple laws, unorganized growth of 
housing societies is on the rise, which 
is not a good trend and added that in-
stead of helping in regulation, multiple 
laws are creating confusion. The min-
ister emphasized that regulated activ-
ity in the housing sector is important 
to meet the growing housing needs 
of people.  Azam Nazeer said that the 
Federal Capital should be developed 
into a model city for the future gener-

ations. He assured to fully cooperate 
with ICCI in amending the building 
bylaws for commercial and industrial 
buildings to cater to the needs of cur-
rent business requirements. The minis-
ter lauded the initiative of the Ministry 
of Housing & Works and Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry for 
organizing the 1st International Hous-
ing EXPO to bring all stakeholders to 
one platform. *APP*

LAHORE: Smog seriously threat-
ens human health and has become a 
hot topic for research and the public.
Principal of Post Graduate Medical 
Institute and Ameerud Din Medical 
College Prof Al-Fareed Zafar said this 
while talking to media representatives 
on the topic of smog on Saturday. He 
said pregnant women and fetus were 
more susceptible to environmental fac-
tors including smog pollution than the 
general population. Senior citizens, 
children and the sick people were 
also easy target of environmental pol-

lution, he added. He further said that 
air pollution could affect the health of 
the pregnant women and the devel-
oping baby and disrupting the baby’s 
growth. Pregnant women who live in 
polluted areas may be more likely to 
experience early or preterm labor, he 
added. He said that outdoor air pollu-
tion from smog may increase the risk 
of preterm labor and other problems, 
such as low birth weight, underdevel-
oped lungs in the baby, and death of 
the baby during or shortly after birth. 
To a question, he said that smog pol-

lution directly affects infants and has 
a long-term effect on their health con-
ditions when they grow up, including 
hypertension, cardiac disease and type 
2 diabetes etc. Prof Al-Fareed Zafar 
highlighted that smog triggers asthma 
attacks and severely worsens asthma 
conditions, such patients may be badly 
affected from smog that may increase 
the ratio of lung damage. 
PGMI principal said that people 
should use environment-friendly con-
sumer products, reduce, reuse and re-
cycle the waste materials. *APP*

CM lays foundation stone of 
University of Child Health Sciences

RPO pinned badges to 51 promoted police officials

CPO directs for better preparedness 
amid snowfall season

Societies with foundations built on human rights 
prosper faster: PM

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi on Saturday 
laid the foundation stone of the Univer-
sity of Child Health Sciences.
According to a handout issued here on 
Saturday, CM said that country’s first 
child health university would be estab-
lished in Lahore at the cost of above 
Rs 9 billion adding that a latest radio-
therapy centre for children would also 
be established at the cost of Rs two bil-
lion. Radiotherapy centres for children 
would also be established in divisions 
so that children could be provided lat-
est treatment facilities near their hous-
es. The CM said that it would be a dis-
tinctive and latest medical university of 
its own type in the world.
Mother and Child care hospitals were 
under construction in many cities in-
cluding Mianwali. A college of pediatric 
would be established in the University 
of Child Health Sciences Lahore and a 
special training would be imparted to 
the surgeons and medical specialists 
with regard to providing treatment to 
children. A College of Allied Sciences 
for the training of allied health profes-
sionals and a College of Nursing for 
the training of nurses would also be 

set up, he added. He further said that 
a mother and child health care unit for 
the treatment and care of infants would 
be established while an institute of ge-
netics and research centre would also 
be established in the Child Health Uni-
versity. CM said an advance technology 
and telehealth centre equipped with 
telehealth, medical genomics and arti-
ficial intelligence facilities would also 
be made. Parvez Elahi said he got Uni-
versity of Child Health Sciences 2021 
Act approved from the Punjab Assem-
bly. Revolutionary changes were being 
made in the health technology with 
every passing day across the globe, he 
maintained. He said that the University 
of Child Health Sciences would  be built 
by the Infrastructure Development Au-
thority Punjab. CM said that the Allah 
Almighty granted him the honour to lay 
the foundation stone of such a splendid 
project. CM Parvez Elahi paid tributes 
to Doctor Yasmeen Rashid and other 
doctors on rendering their exemplary 
services.
Secretary Communication and Works 
gave a briefing to the CM about the 
University of Child Health Sciences 
project. *APP*

RAWALPINDI: Regional Police Of-
ficer RPO Nasir Mahmood Satti 
Pinned badges to 51 officers who 
were promoted from Sub-Inspec-
tor to Inspector in Irshad Hussain 
Shaheed Auditorium here on Satur-
day informed a police spokesman. 
The promoted officers were identi-
fied as Sub-Inspector Muhammad 
Younis,Sikander Khan, Fazl Hus-
sain, Ahmed Yar, Aziz Sultan, Ijaz 
Ahmed,  Altaf Hussain, Muhammad 
Zaheer Baig, Amjad Hussain, Fazal 
Ahmed, Azhar Mahmood, Muham-
mad Salem, Tayullah, Muhammad 
Farooq, Sadaqat Hussain, Hassan 
Askari, Nusrat Hussain, Shakeel 
Ahmed, Amjad Munir, Muhammad 
Riaz, Makhdoom Hussain, Rashid 

Mahmood, Qalzam Zaheer, Hassan 
Mujtaba, Gulzar Hussain, Atullah, 
Zia Ahmed, Moin Al-Husnain, Tahir 
Mahmood, Mohammad Asim Azad, 
Nasir Waseem, Naeem Aslam, Qa-
iser Naseem, Muhammad Arshad, 
Asar Mahmood Abbasi, Aqib Razak, 
Ali Hussain Shah, Ghulam Ali Ak-
bar, Fazal Ahmed, Sikandar Nawaz, 
Mudassar Abbas, Naveed Ahmed, 
Mahmood, Adil Abbas, Nasir Mum-
taz, Atif Mahmood and Muhammad 
Bilal Khan. The RPO while talking to 
the promoted officers said that they 
should perform their duties with 
honesty and dedication. He made it 
clear that it is the prime duty of the 
police to protect the lives and prop-
erties of people. *AGENCIS*

RAWALPINDI: City Police Officer 
(CPO) Rawalpindi Syed Shehzad Na-
deem Bukhari on Saturday chaired 
a high-level meeting in Murree and 
directed the authorities concerned to 
ensure better preparedness and disas-
ter management arrangements amid 
snowfall season for proper facilitation 
of tourists and area locals. CPO Syed 
Shahzad Nadeem Bukhari presided 
over the meeting regarding the snow-
fall season at DPO office Murree where 
Assistant Commissioner Murree, 
SDPO Murree, DSP Traffic Murree, In-
charge 1122 and other officers partic-
ipated in the meeting, said the Rawal-
pindi Police spokesperson in a news 
release. The representatives of all in-
stitutions gave a briefing regarding the 
arrangements and measures for coping 
with snowfall season and anticipated 
tourist influx. The snowfall season has 
started and it is also expected in the 
coming days. On the occasion, the CPO 
said a large number of tourists come 
to Murree on New Year’s Night, all de-
partments should perform their duties 
in a professional manner. During the 
snowfall, tourists should not face any 

kind of difficulties, he said.  A represen-
tative of each department will be pres-
ent 24/7 at the control room established 
in the Assistant Commissioner (AC) of-
fice to provide guidance and assistance 
to the tourists with best coordination, 
CPO Shahzad Nadeem Bukhari added. 
The Tourism Police and the Tourism 
Squad should keep close liaison with 
each other to provide the best facilities 
to the tourists, the CPO directed. CPO 
Syed Shehzad Nadeem also directed 
SDPO Murree to give a special brief-
ing to the Tourism Police officers and 
staff regarding the snow season. He 
also directed AC Murree that banners 
should be displayed to guide tourists in 
case of emergency. He also noted that 
prior to the rainy and snowy season, 
all institutions should review their sys-
tems so that problems could be solved 
in time. An immediate response system 
has been devised in all areas by form-
ing different teams, he said, adding the 
stay of tourists should be made easier 
by meeting with the hotels association. 
All measures were being taken to en-
sure safe and pleasant travel of tourists, 
the CPO said. *APP*

ISLAMABAD, Dec 10 (APP):Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Satur-
day said that the societies whose 
foundations were built on human 
rights prosper faster than others. 
The prime minister, on International 
Human Rights Day, wrote on Twit-
ter that the present global tumult 

was explained by the denial of fun-
damental rights to the oppressed 
people such as Kashmiris in the 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jummu 
and Kashmir and Palestinians. “The 
world needs to renew its political 
will on Human Rights Day today,” 
he urged. *APP*

ECP notifies delimitation of constituencies for 
local govt polls in Punjab

Only rule of law can help protect human 
right: Omer Sarfraz

Editor of local daily dies, laid to rest

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Saturday no-
tified the schedule for the delimitation 
of constituencies for the local govern-
ment elections in Punjab. According to 
the ECP’s notification, administrative 
arrangements, including procurement 
of maps, fresh notification of demar-
cations, provision of various maps, 
appointments and training of delim-
itation committees, and delimitation 
authorities would be completed within 
by Dec 15, 2022. The process of the 
delimitation of constituencies would 
start on December 16 and would be 
completed within 60 days; the final list 
of constituencies would be published 
on Feb 12, 2023, the notification added. 
According to the ECP schedule, the 
committees would complete the pre-
liminary list of constituencies by Jan 6, 
2023. Subsequently, the ECP said, the 

preliminary publication of the delim-
itation would be completed by Jan 7, 
2023. The notification stated that from 
Jan 9 to 23, voters could file objec-
tions before the delimitation authority, 
adding that the objections would be 
disposed of by the delimitation author-
ities from Jan 9 to Feb 3. After the com-
pletion of various stages, a final list of 
the constituencies would be published 
on Feb 12, 2023.  It is for the third time 
that the ECP is going to delimit con-
stituencies in the province. Earlier this 
month, the ECP announced to hold 
the long-delayed local bodies elections 
in Punjab in April 2023.  The decision 
was taken in a meeting chaired by 
Chief Elections Commissioner (CEC) 
Sultan Sikandar Raja. The meeting 
was briefed that the top election body 
had to delimit the constituencies for 
the third time. *APP*

LAHORE, Dec 10 (APP):Special As-
sistant to Chief Minister (SACM) on 
Home Affairs Omer Sarfraz Cheema 
said on Saturday that human rights 
could be protected in a society only 
through the rule of law. He was ad-
dressing a ceremony, organised joint-
ly by the Human Rights Department 
and Unique Group of Institutions 
(UGI) at 90 Shahra-e-Quaid-e-Azam 
here. He said the Punjab government 
was committed to providing all com-
munities with their rights through 
implementation of the rule of law 
in the province. The SACM said the 
coalition government in Punjab was 
making serious and sincere efforts to 
give the minority communities their 
human, legal and social rights, which 
would enable them play their role in 
political and economic development 
of the country. Speaking at the cere-
mony, Special Assistant to Chief Min-
ister (SACM) on Human Rights and 
Minorities Affairs Urooj Raza Swami 

said that Islam is the religion which 
presents comprehensive concept of 
human rights. She said the provincial 
government, under CM Chaudhry 
Parvez Elahi, was quite serious to en-
sure provision of human rights to all 
segments of society. UGI Chairman 
Abdul Mannan Khurram told the cer-
emony participants that no govern-
ment could deprive people of their ba-
sic rights on the basis of colour, race 
or religion. He said Pakistani society 
was like a bouquet, which have flow-
ers of different colours representing 
different communities and groups. 
Member of the Punjab Assembly 
MPA Mahinder Paal and others also 
spokes at the ceremony. Various UGI 
officials including Vice Chairman 
Afeef Ashraf Siddiqui, Rector Prof. 
Amjad Ali Khan Director Prof. Wasim 
Anwar Chaudhry, Head Admin and 
Promotions Prof. Riazul Haq and civil 
society members attended the cere-
mony. *APP*

FAISALABAD: Editor daily ‘State 
Express’ Muhammad Sarfraz Ghau-
ri who died on Friday. late night, was 
laid to rest in main graveyard of Man-
soorabad on Saturday. His funeral 
procession was taken out from his 
residence Ghauri House Street No.8 
Rasool Nagar Faisalabad. A large num-
ber of people belong to all walks of life 
including journalists, traders, indus-
trialists, lawyers, political, religious 
and social figures attended the funeral 
prayers. It is pertinent to mention here 
that Sarfraz Ghauri along with his wife 
was riding a motorcycle a couple of 

days ago when his two-wheeler met a 
road accident and he received serious 
injuries. He was immediately shifted 
to a hospital where he remained under 
intensive care treatment where he died 
on Friday night. Meanwhile, Division-
al Commissioner Muhammad Shahid 
Niaz and Deputy Commissioner Imran 
Hamid Sheikh have expressed deep 
sense of sorrow over the demise. They 
prayed that may Allah Almighty rest 
the departed soul in eternal peace and 
grant courage to the bereaved family 
to bear this irreparable loss with equa-
nimity. *AGENCIES*

PFA drive to check canteens, cafeterias of 
educational institutions from Dec 12

SARGODHA: Punjab Food Authority 
(PFA) will launch a campaign of check-
ing canteens and cafeterias of schools 
and colleges across the division from 
December 12 (Monday) in order to en-
sure quality food items to students. Ac-
cording to PFA sources, the purpose of 

checking canteens in public and private 
sectors schools and colleges was to en-
force the SOPs issued by the Punjab 
Food Authority and make it mandato-
ry to prepare and sell fresh food items 
on a daily basis in accordance with the 
rules of hygiene. *APP*

Chairman FBR directed CCIRS to effectively 
pursue pending revenue cases

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) Asim Ahmad 
on Saturday directed all the Chief Com-
missioners Inland Revenue (CCIRs) to 
effectively pursue the pending reve-
nue cases in courts to safeguard the 
revenue, beside resolving the pending 
issues of taxpayers. He held a meeting 
at the Large Taxpayers Office (LTO) 
and reviewed the performance of all 
Chief Commissioners vis-à-vis targets 
assigned for December 2022, said a 
press release. Detailed presentations, 
outlining the projection and strate-
gy for achieving the budgetary target 

for the current month were given by 
all CCIRs. The CCIRs also presented 
workable strategies for achieving the 
target set for December 2022 as well 
as for the 2nd quarter of the Financial 
Year 2022-23. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman FBR directed all CCIRs 
to effectively safeguard the revenue 
and meet the budgetary targets fixed 
both for the current month and the 2nd 
quarter ending 31st December 2022. 
The Chairman FBR reiterated that the 
facilitation of taxpayers would ensure 
the successful implementation of the 
policies of FBR. *AGENCIES
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China announces spe-
cial bond worth 
750 billion yuan

China said on Friday that it will issue 
a 2022 special bond worth 750 billion 
yuan ($107.93 billion) on December 
12 to boost the economy, as an op-
timized COVID-19 response adjust-
ment sends the world’s second-larg-
est economy on the fast track to a 
rebound. Observers said the rare is-
suance, which usually serves financ-
ing needs for specific major national 
projects during critical times, indi-
cates a significant policy signal and 
determination from the central gov-
ernment, and expected the funds to 
lay the ground for a sound recovery 
and lift market expectations across 
China. The issuance aims to raise 
funds for the development of the 
national economy and social under-
takings, read a statement on the of-
ficial website of China’s Ministry of 
Finance (MOF). The notes are three-
year fixed-rate interest-bearing 
bonds that will be issued to relevant 
domestic banks in the inter-bank 
bond market. They can also be pub-
licly traded, MOF said. The bonds 
are to refinance notes coming due on 
December 12.*AGENCIES*

Wizz Air launches Rome to Riyadh route

Egypt expects approval of IMF package next week 

Sam Bankman-Fried: I hope to make money 
to pay people back

ROME: WIZZ Air launched this 
week its first direct flight from Rome 
to Riyadh. Scheduled flights will 
run twice a week from Leonardo 
da Vinci Fiumicino hub and wil in-
crease the Italian touristic presence 
in Saudi Arabia, according to a com-
pany statement. The European low 
cost airline had already opened a 
regular route from Rome to Dam-
mam and from Milan Malpensa to 
Jeddah, as part of twenty-three new 

routes to Saudi Arabia announced in 
recent months by WIZZ Air, It con-
firmed the company’s commitment 

in supporting the country’s growing 
tourism sector, in line with the Vision 
2030 program, the company said. At 
a launch event in Rome Fiumicino 
airport Fahd Hamidaddin, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer and Board Member 
of Administration of the Saudi Tour-
ism Authority, said that the increase 
of flights between KSA and Italy 
was “helping us to create a new ex-
citing destination for the Italian trav-
ellers.” *Agencies*

CAIRO: Egypt is expecting approval 
of a new $3 billion Extended Fund Fa-
cility package from the International 
Monetary Fund next week, Deputy 
Finance Minister Ahmed Kouchouk 
said on Wednesday. Egypt’s finances 
remain fragile despite two major cur-
rency devaluations this year and the 
IMF package, which was announced 
in October as Egypt pledged to shift 
to “durable exchange rate flexibility” 
in line with long-standing IMF de-
mands. Since then, the gap between 
the black market exchange rate and 

the official rate has widened, raising 
speculation about the extent of ex-
change rate flexibility and the secu-
rity of the IMF package.Asked at a 
Euromoney conference in Cairo if it 
was correct to see the IMF executive 
board meeting scheduled for De-
cember 16 to be effectively a formal-
ity, Kouchouk replied: “Very accu-
rate.” Egypt was expecting an initial 
drawdown on the IMF loan of $750 
million by the end of the July-June 
fiscal year, which would allow Egypt 
to “mobilise also a very decent pack-

age from other multilateral devel-
opment banks as well as from the 
market”, Kouchouk said.But he add-
ed that the government’s focus was 
winning support for comprehensive 
economic reform. “We believe that 
we have a very ambitious plan that 
is hinging around catalysing the 
private sector role, about engaging 
the private sector, getting more FDI, 
enhancing the competitiveness of 
our economy,” Kouchouk said. “We 
think that the funding shouldn’t be 
the main issue.” *Agencies*

LONDON: Disgraced crypto boss 
Sam Bankman-Fried says he hopes 
to start a new business to make 
enough money to pay back victims 
of the FTX collapse. The 30-year-old 
faces several federal investigations 
into his former company’s handling 
of funds. Speaking in a luxury com-
plex in the Bahamas, the former 
billionaire denies fraud but says he 
was “not nearly as competent as I 
thought I was”. He admits worrying 
about possible arrest while “rumi-
nating at night”. The FTX crypto 
exchange allowed customers to 
trade normal money for cryptocur-
rencies like Bitcoin. It was the sec-
ond largest in the world, trading 
about $10bn of crypto coins every 

day. But last month it was revealed 
that FTX and Mr Bankman-Fried’s 
separate company - Alameda Re-
search - were financially unstable. 
In just eight days everything came 
crashing down and bankruptcy 
was filed. It is estimated that more 
than a million FTX users are locked 
out of their crypto wallets and can-
not access their funds. Bankruptcy 
lawyers have described the FTX 
scandal as “one of the most abrupt 
and difficult collapses in the histo-
ry of corporate America”. They ac-
cuse Mr Bankman-Fried of running 
the company as “his own personal 
fiefdom”. The US Senate Banking 
Committee wants the former CEO 
to testify at next week’s hearings 
into the collapsed exchange, and he 
said on Friday that he would attend. 
At the top of a long list of alleged 
failings, there are allegations that 
Mr Bankman-Fried’s Alameda Re-
search hedge fund was using FTX 
customers’ money to make risky fi-
nancial bets. Asked if he planned to 
start a new business venture to earn 
the money to pay investors back, he 
said: “I would give anything to be 
able to do that. And I’m going to try 
if I can.” *AGENCIES*

Kuwait sets new conditions for accepting 
Egyptian workers

Gaza agricultural sector develops despite 
aggression and blockade

New F-35 Cockpit Computer Costs Reportedly 
Soar by $680Mln Through Expenses, Delays

New Master of Seas: 
G7 Price Cap Vs. Russian Oil Fleet, Insurance 

Companies & Northern Sea Route

China Reveals Purchase of Over 1 Million Gold 
Ounces, First Addition to Reserves Since 2019

DOHA: The Kuwaiti government has 
imposed new conditions on Egyptian 
workers wishing to travel to the Gulf 
State following the suspension of the 
online process designed to regulate 
the recruitment of workers. The link 
was suspended by Kuwait’s Interior 
Minister on Monday. It was signed 
with Egypt in 2019. According to Ku-
waiti newspaper Al-Qabas, unnamed 
sources said yesterday that the new 
conditions include a fee of $100 and 
a medical examination from specific 
health centres, as well as a number 
of other procedures. Interior Minis-
ter Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled decided 
to suspend the link due to the lack of 
commitment by Egypt to one of the 
clauses of the process. “Cairo did not 
commit to establishing an electronic 

service for the exchange of informa-
tion with Kuwait, based on the agreed 
requirements, which include the data 
of job seekers from the first party and 
those wishing to work in Kuwait, with 
the biographical data of the worker 
according to the professions and the 
required number.” There have ap-
parently been concerns about fake 
employment and residence appli-
cations and offers. One of the anon-
ymous sources told Al-Qabas that, 
“Recent transactions for contracts, 
work permits and visas for Egyptian 
workers have been audited to find out 
how they are related to real and not 
fake work, to combat trafficking in 
residency and stop a bulk and mar-
ginal labour force from entering Ku-
wait.”*Agencies*

Gaza agricultural sector has contin-
ued to struggle and develop amid Is-
rael’s repeated attacks and ongoing 
blockade, The Palestine Information 
Centre reports. The agricultural sec-
tor in Gaza contributes up to 6 per 
cent of the Gross National Product 
(GNP), with a value of $430 million. 
The Gaza agricultural sector con-
sumes about 300,000 cups of water 
per day, with a total of 100 million 
cubic meters annually, which con-
stitutes nearly 50 per cent of the 
annual consumption. In an inter-
view with the PIC reporter, Direc-

tor-General of Policies and Planning 
at the Ministry of Agriculture, Wael 
Thabet, said that there are approx-
imately 180,000 dunums of actual 
agricultural lands in the Gaza Strip. 
The agricultural crop area is about 
220,000 dunums, with vegetable 
production constituting 54 per cent 
of the agricultural production, he 
added. About 55,000 Palestinians 
work in agricultural and other con-
nected professions, Thabet contin-
ued. Thabet also pointed out that 
the Gaza Strip produces about 4,700 
tons of fish annually *Agencies*

WASHINGTON: Costs of developing 
a new cockpit computer for the Lock-
heed Martin F-35 Joint Strike Fight-
er (JSF) originally set at $712 million 
four years ago have soared by another 
$239 million, generating extra expens-
es of $680 million so far, US media re-
ported on Friday. In all, the F-35 Joint 
Program Office has acknowledged 
that cost overruns on the project now 
total $680 million, almost doubling the 
original cost and also delaying delivery 
of the first aircraft with the upgrad-
ed hardware and software by several 
months from the planned completion 

date of July 2023, the report said. The 
US government and allied nations that 
have bought the aircraft will pay the 
additional costs under the terms of the 
computer’s development contract, the 
report noted. The F-35 is the most ex-
pensive military system ever recorded 
and its overall cost rose in 2021 to $412 
billion from $398 billion, a Department 
of Defense report said in September 
2022. The F-35’s projected total cost 
was $233 billion when Lockheed Mar-
tin won the contract in 2001 to develop 
and build the aircraft, the report said. 
*AGENCIES*

Major western countries have either 
banned Russian crude and petro-
leum products or are about to do so 
over Moscow’s special operation in 
Ukraine. However, Russia still has 
plentiful consumers among devel-
oping countries where it has re-ori-
ented oil flows. China and India 
have emerged as the biggest buyers 
of Moscow’s hydrocarbons, absorb-
ing two-thirds of over two million 
barrels per day (mb/d) of Russia’s 
seaborne crude, abandoned by the 
West because of sanctions.In order 
to slash Moscow’s earnings and 
make Russia’s economy scream, the 
G7 came up with the price-capping 
scheme. The grand design prohibits 
EU and UK companies from trans-
porting or insuring ships carrying 
crude oil from Russia to anywhere 
in the world – unless the buyer pays 
the price below the proposed price 
cap. Starting from February, Rus-
sia’s petroleum products will also be 
subjected to the price cap rule, as per 
the measure’s designers. Additional 
conditions secured by industrialized 
nations include a mechanism to re-
consider the price cap limits every 
two months. Any resetting of the 
cap should leave it at least 5% below 
average market rates. The address-
ees of the grand design are develop-
ing economies in the first place: as 
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 

elaborated earlier, neither the G7, 
nor the EU or Australia are going to 
benefit from suppressed prices on 
Russia’s oil and petroleum, as they 
won’t buy them any longer. There is 
yet another aspect concerning the 
G7 initiative: the EU has banned 
seaborne shipments of oil to the 
Old Continent and is set to prohibit 
deliveries of petroleum products in 
February 2023. The US feared that 
oil prices could have gone through 
the roof – thus accelerating infla-
tion – had western transportation 
companies and insurers completely 
stopped providing services to Rus-
sia.Therefore, to shield the devel-
oped countries’ club from further 
inflation, Washington proposed 
leaving Moscow the opportunity 
to sell its oil and even allowed it to 
make some profits. Russia remains 
the third-largest producer of crude 
and the second-largest exporter of 
the commodity. And when it comes 
to all oil products, Russia is the first 
exporter. However, Russia made it 
clear that anyone joining the mea-
sure formally or using it as lever-
age would be crossed out from the 
country’s consumer list: the prece-
dent set by the G7 is shattering the 
pillars of the free market economy 
and creating a cartel of consumers 
to manipulate prices contrary to 
market rules. *Agencies*

BEIJING: Nations around the world 
went on a buying spree for gold ear-
lier this year, which analysts fear may 
hint at growing economic instability. 
The precious metal, long used as cur-
rency, is prized for its value stability 
amid the upheavals of capitalist boom 
and bust. However, it also has import-
ant industrial applications. According 
to the most recent data published by 
China’s State Administration of For-
eign Exchange, the socialist state re-
cently made its first purchase of gold 
for its reserves in nearly three years. 
The data, published at the start of the 
month, showed that China bought 1.03 
million ounces of the precious metal, 
or the equivalent of 32 tons, worth 
$1.8 billion. The purchase came amid 
a flurry of buys by other countries. 
According to the World Gold Council, 
the third quarter of 2022, from July 1 
to September 30, witnessed the larg-
est-ever mass of gold purchases for 

such a time period at 399 tons. The 
high demand has driven up prices, 
which are currently around $1,775 an 
ounce. The purchase of gold is also 
seen as reflecting the increasing vola-
tility of global markets, as whispers of 
a global recession in the coming year 
grow stronger. That central role has 
also made China the world’s largest 
buyer of semiconductor chips used 
in electronics - and made those chips 
an important battlefield in the stiffen-
ing competition between Beijing and 
Washington. US ally South Korea and 
the government in Taiwan, which en-
joys informal US support, make most 
of the world’s computer chips, and 
China buys a large amount of them. 
Taiwan’s centrality in making high-
end chips has also made American 
strategists fret about the implications 
of a potential Chinese takeover of the 
island, which Beijing sees as a rebel-
lious Chinese province. *AGENCIES*

 Russia slaps duty on 
imports from ‘unfriendly’ 

countries 
Moscow has introduced a levy of 35% 
on goods imported from nations vi-
olating Russia’s economic interests, 
according to a resolution published 
by the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
late on Friday. The measure, which is 
valid until December 31, 2023, targets 
personal care products and detergent 
imported from the US, UK, Canada, 
Australia and Poland including sham-
poo, hair products, toothpaste, shav-
ing creams and deodorants. The 35% 
tax also applies to civilian weapons 
and ammunition, including smooth-
bore single-barrel firearms, sporting 
and hunting rifles, equipment for 
launching rescue flares, guns firing 
blank cartridges, as well as bullets 
for pneumatic weapons. The resolu-
tion orders “to approve, by Decem-
ber 31, 2023, the attached rates of 
customs duties in respect of certain 
goods imported from states and terri-
tories that take measures that violate 
the economic interests of the Russian 
Federation, other than the rates of the 
single customs tariff of the Eurasian 
Economic Union.”

China’s theme parks see 
robust revenue growth

BEIJING: China’s major theme 
parks reported steady growth in 
business revenue and the number 
of visitors in 2021, industry data 
showed. The combined business 
revenue of the 70 theme parks sur-
veyed surged 40.1 percent year on 
year to about 13.26 billion yuan 
(about 1.91 billion U.S. dollars), said 
a report jointly released by the Insti-
tute for Theme Park Studies in Chi-
na and two universities. Tourist trips 
to these parks topped 75.48 million 
last year, up 11.5 percent year on 
year, according to the report.  *APP*

Stock markets mixed on renewed US Fed rate fears
New York: Global stocks had a mixed 
showing Friday, with hotter-than-ex-
pected US wholesale prices renew-
ing concerns that the Federal Reserve 
will push on with aggressive policies 
against inflation Investors have been 
poring over economic data as they try 
to anticipate if the US central bank will 
shift to a softer approach to interest 
rate hikes at a regular meeting next 
week. While inflation has shown signs 
of easing, government data released 
Friday showed that producer prices 

still remained elevated, sending key 
US indices into the red. Meanwhile, 
markets welcomed China’s easing of 
its zero-Covid restrictions, which have 
hammered the world’s second biggest 
economy. China’s consumer inflation 
slowed further in November as well, 
falling below two percent and giving 
authorities room to unveil fresh stimu-
lus measures. Hong Kong shares closed 
sharply higher Friday, building on big 
gains for the week while Chinese main-
land markets were also higher. * APP*
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AL KHOR: Olivier Giroud scored 
the winner and Harry Kane missed 
a late penalty as holders France beat 
England 2-1 in a tense World Cup 
quarter-final on Saturday. Harry 
Kane was left “gutted” on Saturday 
after missing a crucial penalty in En-
gland’s 2-1 World Cup quarter-final 
defeat to France. England skipper 
Kane blazed an 84th-minute spot-
kick over the bar that would have 
levelled the score at 2-2 at the Al 
Bayt Stadium. It was another cruel 
chapter in England’s decades-long 
psychodrama revolving around ma-
jor tournaments and penalty heart-
aches. Kane had earlier made no 
mistake with another penalty at 54 
minutes that saw him equal Wayne 
Rooney’s England goalscoring tally 
of 53 goals. “As the captain, I’ll take 

that on the chin and that responsi-
bility, missing the penalty, so it’s 
hard,” Kane said afterwards. “Real-
ly tough night to take. I’m gutted, 
the team are gutted. We had the 
belief that we could achieve some-
thing special at this World Cup, but 
it came down to small details. “On 
the night we had the better chances, 
the better spells in the game, but it 
comes down to the execution,” he 
added. Kane, 29, is one of the most 
reliable penalty-takers in world 
football, converting 58 spot-kicks 
throughout his career with only 11 
misses. The England captain said he 
had felt confident as he lined up his 
second penalty of the night against 
France goalkeeper and Tottenham 
team-mate Hugo Lloris.
*AGENCIES*

UFC President Dana White has stressed 
his “huge concern” over suspicions of 
fight fixing within the league as inves-
tigations continue into alleged impro-
priety relating to a bout promoted by 
his organization last month. A Novem-
ber fight between Darrick Minner and 
Shayilan Nuerdanbieke remains under 
investigation for alleged insider betting 
after a suspicious surge in gambling 
activity in the hours before the contest, 
with heavy wagers being placed on 
Minner to lose within the first round. 
Minner, who appeared to be injured 
when the fight began, was finished 

67 seconds into the fight by Nuerdan-
bieke. He was subsequently released 
by the promotion and his coach, James 
Krause was suspended by the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission pending the 
findings of its investigation. Krause op-
erates a betting tips website, which had 
close to 5,000 members before it was re-
cently shut down. There are no allega-
tions of illegality concerning Nuerdan-
bieke. Addressing the issue on ESPN 
ahead of Saturday’s UFC 282 fight card 
in Las Vegas, White was tight-lipped but 
did admit that fight fixing may have oc-
curred. “Huge concern,” he said. “Now 

MULTAN: England moved a big step 
closer to completing a series victory over 
Pakistan after building a commanding 
lead on day two of the second Test in 
Multan. Jack Leach (4-98) claimed three 
wickets early on Saturday morning, 
while both Joe Root and Mark Wood 
took two apiece, as Pakistan slumped 
from 142-2 to 202 all out inside the open-
ing session. Babar Azam (75) and Saud 
Shakeel (63) offered the main resistance 

to the English attack, who built a 79-run 
first-innings advantage, while half-cen-
turies from Ben Duckett (79) and Harry 
Brook (74 not out) helped pull the visi-
tors further ahead. Abrar Ahmed (3-81) 
became just the second Pakistan player 
in history to claim 10 wickets on his Test 
debut, including Root in both innings, 
although England closed on 202-5 to in-
crease their lead to 281 runs.
*AGENCIES*

JEDDAH: The Red Bull Car Park Drift 
2021/2022 series concluded in dramat-
ic style with Egypt’s Hisham Al-Khatib 
crowned King of Drift in the World Fi-
nal in Jeddah. Grandstands packed with 
thousands of excited fans cheered on 24 
drifters from 18 different countries at 
the Jeddah Corniche Circuit, the largest 
entry list in the event’s 14-year history.
The title competition could not have 
been fiercer in a sport where the small-
est mistake can mean the difference be-
tween winning and losing, with drifters 
from Mauritius to Jamaica, South Africa 
to Azerbaijan, and all the Gulf countries 
participating. After posting the top score 
in the first round, Al-Khatib set the stan-
dard early before saving his best per-
formance for the Final 4 round where 

he took out the top spot over Haitham 
Al-Hadidi of Oman and Iraq’s Ahmad 
Daham. Surrounded by emotional drift-
ing fans following his victory, Al-Khatib 
could not hide his sheer joy at taking the 
title. After years of national victories, the 
World Final crown had always eluded 
him. “I worked for…eight years for this 
result and (thank) God, I have it now. It 
was a great experience for me to com-
pete with these drifting legends. I am 
so happy and so grateful,” he said. The 
emotion of the crowds was a signature 
piece of this year’s Red Bull Car Park 
Drift conclusion, with Jeddah playing 
host to the World Final for the first time 
at the famous Jeddah Corniche Circuit, 
known as the home of the Saudi Arabi-
an Grand Prix. *AGENCIES*

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: As one of the zodiac’s car-
dinal signs you never give up, you al-
ways keep pressing ahead and you al-
ways believe you will win in the end, 
and that’s good. But don’t try so hard 
this weekend. Give yourself permis-
sion to relax. You’ve earned it..
– TAURUS: There may be something 
you are hesitating to say because you 
don’t want to sound too negative but 
the fact is someone you are close to 
needs to be reminded of their respon-
sibilities, and if you don’t tell them 
then who will?.
– GEMINI: A social invitation may 
look inviting but it could cost you a lot 
more money than you expected, so 
give it some thought and maybe give 
it a miss. Spend some time in your 
own company instead – at least you’ll 
have someone intelligent to chat to!
– CANCER: Partnerships are under 
wonderful stars this weekend, so 
don’t be afraid to let friends and fami-
ly and loved ones know how you feel. 
There are times when it all comes to-
gether perfectly and the planets sug-
gest this could be one of them.
– LEO: You seem to have got into the 
habit of coming to the rescue of a 
friend or work colleague every time 
they get themselves into trouble, 
which is often. Let them know that 
as from today they must sort out their 

own problems – and mean it!
– VIRGO: You are beginning to be-
lieve in yourself again and that’s a 
good thing. You are also beginning 
to notice that situations you thought 
would be bad for you are actually 
working out in your favor. Expect the 
cosmic picture to improve even more 
this weekend.
– LIBRA: The most important thing 
this weekend is that you don’t take 
what others say about you serious-
ly. The more certain people go out of 
their way to bad mouth you the more 
you can be sure it’s a tactic to get you 
to overreact. So don’t.
– SCORPIO: You will have plenty to 
say for yourself over the next 48 hours 
and those of a sensitive disposition 
might be wise to stay out of your way. 
Those who are a bit less thin-skinned 
will recognize your observations are 
spot-on as usual.
– SAGITTARIUS: Cosmic activity in 
the financial area of your chart sug-
gests you will soon get the chance to 
make some extra cash, so keep your 
eyes and ears open this weekend and 
be quick to take advantage if you 
see an opportunity that others have 
missed.
– CAPRICORN: The Sun remains in 
the most self-protective area of your 
chart until the 21st but other influ-
ences urge you to be a bit more open 
when dealing with the world around 
you. You have been far too engrossed 
in your own thoughts of late.
– ACQUARIUS: Most of the things 
you have been worrying about are 
unlikely to happen any time soon, if 
at all, so clear your head of negative 
thoughts and approach what you have 
to do with courage. A positive outlook 
is a must over the next 48 hours.
– PISCES: You may still have import-
ant matters to deal with on the work 
front but you must also make time 
for having fun with your friends. Al-
low yourself to be a bit impulsive this 
weekend – put personal enjoyment 
ahead of duty for once.
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India crush Bangladesh 
by 227 runs

CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh: Open-
er Ishan Kishan hit the fastest-ever 
double century in one-day interna-
tionals in just 126 balls to set up a 
227-run consolation win for India 
in the third match against Bangla-
desh on Saturday. The left-handed 
Kishan, who made the team in the 
absence of injured skipper Rohit 
Sharma, powered India to 409-8 
with his 210 off 131 balls includ-
ing 24 fours and 10 sixes. He and 
Virat Kohli, who made 113, put on 
290 runs for the second wicket — 
the seventh-highest partnership 
in ODI history. Bangladesh were 
bowled out for 182 in 34 overs 
but won the series 2-1 after their 
opening two victories in Dhaka. 
India’s 409 was their fourth-high-
est ODI score and the highest-ever 
total against Bangladesh by any 
team.*AGENCIES*

Morocco make history in stunning World Cup win against Portugal

American journalist dies in Qatar

European parliament VP arrested in World Cup corruption probe

Morocco recorded one of the big-
gest shocks in the history of the FIFA 
World Cup with a stunning 1-0 win 
against Portugal, becoming the first 
African team to qualify for the semifi-
nals of the tournament. A single goal 
towards the end of the first half from 
Youssef En-Nesyri proved enough to 
frustrate Portugal, who – despite the 
second-half introduction of Cristiano 
Ronaldo – couldn’t break down a spir-
ited Moroccan resistance in what is 
one of the biggest days in the history 
of African football. Portugal, who once 
again left Ronaldo on the substitutes’ 
bench, dominated possession through-
out but struggled to create the type of 
gilt-edged chance against arguably the 
best defense in the tournament. They 
went behind towards the end of the 
first half when En-Nesyri rose high-
est to head home past Diogo Costa 
to spark frenzied scenes inside the Al 
Thumama Stadium. Manchester Unit-
ed’s Bruno Fernandes came close to 
leveling the scores just moments later, 
but his outstanding effort rebounded 
off the Moroccan crossbar. Ronaldo, 

the top scorer in the history of interna-
tional football, was introduced after 50 
minutes but was largely anonymous, 
except for one chance at the death 
when his thunderous shot was saved 
by Morocco goalkeeper Yassine Bou-
nou. The North African team had con-
ceded just one goal in Qatar – an own 
goal against Canada – but rode their 
luck at times, with Bounou producing 
an excellent save from Joao Felix as 
Portugal poured forward in the final 
minutes. Morocco, who were badly af-
fected by injuries ahead of the match, 

lost captain Romain Saiss when he 
was stretchered off midway through 
the second half. However, they refused 
to drop their heads and seemed con-
tent to sit back and soak up pressure 
for much of the game, but their de-
fensive organization proved too much 
for a desperate Portugal to overcome. 
Morocco will play the winner of Satur-
day’s second quarterfinal between En-
gland and France on Wednesday, with 
a place in next Sunday’s FIFA World 
Cup final the prize.
*News Agencies*

DOHA: American sports reporter 
Grant Wahl, 48, has died suddenly 
while covering the FIFA World Cup 
in Qatar. Wahl collapsed shortly after 
extra time began in Friday’s quar-
ter-final fixture between Argentina 
and the Netherlands, with early re-
ports suggesting that he may have 
suffered a heart attack – though this 
is yet to be confirmed. According to 
reporters who were positioned near 
Wahl during the match, he appeared 
to collapse in his seat in the media 

section of the Lusail Stadium. Emer-
gency workers were immediately 
called to the scene and he was trans-

ported to a nearby hospital. Wahl, 
who was covering his eighth World 
Cup, had previously been briefly 
detained by Qatari authorities af-
ter he attempted to enter a stadium 
wearing a rainbow-colored shirt in a 
move designed to express solidarity 
with the LGBT community. He wrote 
earlier this week that he had been 
feeling unwell and that he had visited 
a medical center in Qatar where he 
was told that he was suffering from 
suspected bronchitis. *AGENCIES*

Greek politician Eva Kaili, one of 
the vice-presidents of the European 
Parliament, was arrested on Fri-
day in Belgium, as part of a police 
probe into alleged bribes offered to 
EU politicians by World Cup host, 
Qatar. Belgium’s Federal Judicial 
Police (PJF) have suspected “a Gulf 
country” of influencing MEPs with 
“substantial sums of money” or 
“significant gifts” to third parties 
with influence over lawmakers, the 

Central Anti-Corruption Office said 
in a statement. Police have confis-
cated over €600,000 in cash, as well 
as “computer equipment and cell 
phones.” Belgian media have iden-
tified the Gulf country as Qatar, 
and one of those detained as Kai-
li, 44, a former TV presenter who 
has been a MEP for PASOK, part 
of the Socialists and Democrats 
(S&D) Group, since 2014. Sixteen 
searches were carried out in sev-

eral Belgian cities, and four people 
were taken in for questioning. The 
operation “targeted in particular 
parliamentary assistants working 
within the European Parliament,” 
the prosecutors said. The Belgian 
daily Le Soir identified the people 
detailed as Kaili, her aide F.G, the 
aide’s former boss and ex-MEP 
Pier-Antonio Panzeri, and the new-
ly elected secretary-general of the 
International Trade Union Confed-

France marches into World Cup semis as Kane 
penalty miss costs England

Fight fixing a ‘huge concern,’ admits UFC boss

Pakistan vs England: Ben Duckett and Harry Brook 
help build big lead despite Abrar Ahmed’s wicket haul

Egypt’s Hisham Al-Khatib crowned winner in 
Red Bull Car Park Drift World Final 2022

eration, Luca Visentini.Last month, 
Kaili objected to a European Parlia-
ment resolution condemning Qatar 
for the death of workers building 
the World Cup stadiums and “other 
human rights abuses,” instead call-
ing the Gulf monarchy a “frontrun-
ner in labor rights.” She had visited 
Qatar earlier in November, meeting 
with its labor minister while con-
veying the EU’s best wishes for the 
tournament. PASOK has reacted to 

the news by announcing Kaili’s ex-
pulsion, the Greek daily Kathime-
rini reported. The S&D Group said 
it was “appalled” by the allegations 
and would “fully cooperate with all 
investigating authorities.” The bloc 
also requested “the suspension 
of work on any files and plenary 
votes regarding the Gulf States, 
particularly visa liberalization and 
planned visits.”
*AGENCIES*

that there’s an investigation and it could 
be possible that it happened, yeah.” 
ESPN further reported that the FBI 
had opened its own probe into the mat-
ter, but while White said investigations 
were underway, he added that he was 
unable to reveal their extent. “There’s 
an investigation going on,” said White. 
“I can’t talk about any of this stuff. It’s 
crazy.” The UFC had previously stated 
that there were “multiple ongoing gov-
ernment investigations” taking place. 
Several gambling markets in the Unit-
ed States and Canada have taken steps 
against potential fraud, with the Cana-
dian provinces of Ontario and Alberta 
temporarily issuing a blanket ban on 
UFC betting. “We’ve always told the 
fighters, as all the gambling stuff started 
to heat up, stay away from gambling,” 
White added. “Do you know how stu-
pid you have to be to get involved in 
something like that? “In every sport, 
somebody thinks they’re smarter than 
everybody else when really they’re the 
dumbest guy in the room. *AGENCIES*
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Brussels: The arrest of a European Par-
liament vice-president and four others 
linked to a corruption probe implicat-
ing World Cup hosts Qatar sparked 
calls Saturday for the bloc’s MPs to be 
held to higher standards. “This is not an 
isolated incident,” said anti-corruption 
campaigner Transparency Internation-
al. “While this may be the most egre-
gious case of alleged corruption the 
European Parliament has seen in many 
years, it is not an isolated incident,” 
said Transparency director Michiel 
van Hulten. “Over many decades, the 

Parliament has allowed a culture of 
impunity to develop, with a combina-
tion of lax financial rules and controls 
and a complete lack of independent 

(or indeed any) ethics oversight. “In 
many ways it has become a law unto 
itself,” added van Hulten, urging “root 
and branch” reform. “Every serious 
attempt to improve accountability is 
blocked by the Parliament’s ruling Bu-
reau, with the acquiescence of a ma-
jority of MEPs,” he added. Checks on 
the institution are “defective”, tweeted 
Alberto Alemano of the College of Eu-
rope in Bruges. Police arrested Greek 
socialist MEP Eva Kaili on Friday hours 
after the four others had been detained 
for questioning. At least three were ei-

ther Italian citizens or originally came 
from Italy, a source close to the case 
told AFP. Kaili, 44, is the partner of one 
of the four, Francesco Giorgi, a parlia-
mentary assistant with the European 
Parliament’s Socialists and Democrats 
group, said the source.Former MEP It-
aly’s Pier-Antonio Panzeri, who served 
as a socialist in the parliament between 
2004 and 2019, was also reportedly 
arrested. All five were still being ques-
tioned Saturday, said a spokesman for 
Belgium’s federal prosecutor’s office. 
*APP*
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World needs to realize peace links with resolution of Kashmir despite: 
Mushaal Mullick

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein Mul-
lick, Chairperson of Peace and Culture 
Organization and wife of jailed Kash-
miri Hurriyat Leader Yasin Malik, on 
Saturday said the international com-
munity had to understand that peace 
was not possible in the region without 
the resolution of Kashmir dispute. She 
was addressing a ceremony organized 
by the Islamabad Bar Council in con-
nection with World Human Rights 
Day. The event was also attended by 
office bearers of bar councils and a 
large number of lawyers. Referring to 

the situation in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK), she 
said there was a region in the world 
where humans were being treated 
worse than animals. Mushaal said pel-
let guns, which were prohibited to be 
used even on animals, were also used 
on Kashmiris by the Indian forces. She 
said the United Nations emphasized 
human rights worldwide but, unfor-
tunately, it was completely silent on 
the violation of human rights in the 
IIOJK. Disrespecting women in occu-
pied Kashmir was a daily practice of 

the Indian army, she added. Mushaal 
said humanity was being humiliated 
in occupied Kashmir for decades as 
millions of Kashmiris had been mar-
tyred by the Indian army, and IIOJK 
had turned into the biggest prison in 
the world. She said thousands of wom-
en had been widowed and children 
became orphans due to the atrocities 
of Indian forces in the region. India 
was changing the population ratio in 
the IIOJK and Kashmiris were being 
robbed of their land to make them fi-
nancially weak, she added. *APP*

Hazara Express Way to 
remain closed on Sun-

day: NHMP

Philippines logs 
1,158 new COVID-19 

cases, 11 deaths

Tunisian President visits 
Prophet’s mosque

ISLAMABAD: Hazara Expressway 
E-35 will remain closed on Sunday 
for all kinds of traffic from Hattar 
Interchange to Haripur Interchange 
due to maintenance of the high 
transmission line. According to the 
National High and Motorway Police 
(NHMP), the Hazara Expressway 
will be closed at 7:00 a.m. in the 
morning and will remain closed till 
3:00 p.m. The motorists travelling 
from Peshawar, Islamabad to Ab-
bottabad and Mansehra have been 
advised to use the Hattar link road 
to avoid any inconvenience. *APP*

MANILA: The Philippines reported 
1,158 new COVID-19 infections on 
Saturday, pushing the number of con-
firmed cases in the Southeast Asian 
country to 4,047,878. The Department 
of Health said the number of active 
cases fell to 18,387, while 11 more pa-
tients died from COVID-19 complica-
tions, pushing the country’s death toll 
to 64,856. Metro Manila, the capital re-
gion with over 13 million people, tallied 
456 new cases. The Philippines report-
ed its highest COVID-19 single-day tal-
ly of 39,004 new cases on Jan. 15. The 
country, with a population of around 
110 million, has fully vaccinated over 
73.8 million people.*APP*.

MADINA: President Kais Saied of 
the Republic of Tunisia visited the 
Prophet’s mosque on Saturday, per-
formed prayers , greeted the Proph-
et (pbuh) and his two companions.
At the gate of the mosque, the Pres-
ident was received and escorted in-
side by a number of senior govern-
ment and protocol officials.*APP*
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With eye on Washington, Saudi courts closer China ties
Riyadh: Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
trip to Saudi Arabia this week made 
clear just how quickly ties are inten-
sifying during a period of geopolitical 
realignment, despite warnings from 
the White House. The agenda included 
talks with Saudi royals and summits 
with the six-member Gulf Coopera-

tion Council and broader Arab League, 
yielding agreements on everything 
from infrastructure to space. Yet the 
lack of public bilateral breakthroughs 
on sensitive portfolios like defence and 
telecommunications will make it easier 
for Saudi Arabia to continue balancing 
the demands of Beijing and longtime 

security guarantor Washington, at least 
for now.  “There are certain partner-
ships with China that would create a 
ceiling to what we can do,” Brett Mc-
Gurk, the National Security Council’s 
Middle East Coordinator, told a securi-
ty conference in Bahrain in November. 
*AGENCIES*

Renowned Pashto singer, Qamar Gula passes away

Railways to restore closed sections 
in Balochistan

EU parliament graft arrests spark calls for tighter controls over MPs

PESHAWAR: A popular veteran 
Pashto singer Qamar Gula passed 
away at a hospital in Toronto, Cana-
da after a short illness, family sources 
confirmed on Saturday. She was born 
in Nangarhar, Afghanistan, and lived 
in Canada for years. She was credited 
to be the second female Pashto sing-
er to have sung for Radio Television 
Afghanistan and her career in the 
Pashto music industry spans nearly 
five decades. She was eight years old 
when started singing in the Pashto 
language. She still maintains her pop-
ularity among Afghans, particularly 
among the older generation who as-
sociate her music with the nostalgic 
times of Afghanistan. Her voice is of-
ten referred to as “The Golden Voice” 
by the Afghan media. Over the years, 
she collaborated with various Afghan 

singers: with Rukhshana in the 1970s, 
with Gul Zaman in the 1980s, and in 
the 2010s with Zarsanga, Waheed Qa-
semi, and Hangama. She remained in 
Pakistan for a few years and earned a 
name in the Pakhtun belt of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.“Wa 
malanga yara kekda qadam ro ro” 
and “Za chay pa toro stargo tor ran-
ja kam poray moray” songs became 
household singing items in her life-
time. *APP*

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways is 
planning to restore all the closed sec-
tions in Balochistan province which 
could not only generate revenue for 
the department but also facilitate the 
masses. “The decision will facilitate 
the local people of the province and 
also boost the business activities for 
the small business owners,” an official 
in the Ministry of Railways told APP. 
He said that Minister for Railways 
Khawaja Saad Rafique had also tak-
en a keen interest in this regard and 
asked the concerned official of the 
department to make a plan for the 
restoration of different sections to 
generate income in the province. To 
a question, he said that Pakistan Rail-
ways had also planned to start rehabil-
itation work on a 33-kilometer track 
through sleeper renewal between 
Quetta-Bostan and Quetta-Chaman 
sections. “The track will not only facil-
itate the passengers but also connect 
three major cities of the province,” he 
said. He said the railway network in 
Balochistan province mainly consist-
ed of Quetta Division having Dera Al-
lah Yar-Sibi-Quetta, Quetta-Chaman, 
Sibi-Khost, Spezend-Dalbandin-Taf-
tan, Bostan-Zhob which were closed 

for the last 15 years. The official said 
there were two passenger trains Jaffer 
Express (40Up, 39 Down) and Cha-
man Passenger (349Up, 350 Down) 
operating in Balochistan while no sta-
tions had been closed during the last 
15 years in the Quetta division. He said 
the overall length of the railway track 
in Balochistan was 1,470.36 kilometers 
including the closed Bostan-Zhob sec-
tion. “Most of the track is more than 
100 years old and on certain stretch-
es, engineering speed restrictions 
have been imposed due to deferred 
maintenance and owing to resource 
constraints,” he said, adding that the 
routine maintenance of the track was 
being carried out with available re-
sources. To improve railway services 
in Balochistan, he said, the department 
was taking several steps like approval 
of PC-I for the track’s rehabilitation 

ISLAMABAD: A senior official of the 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 
was shot dead in Lakki Marwat dis-
trict of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Saturday. According to private me-
dia reports, FIA Deputy Director of 
Dera Ismail Khan Region Inamullah 
Khan was targeted in Taja Zai area in 
Ghazni khel Police Station precincts.  
As soon as the incident was report-

ed, a heavy police force reached the 
spot and cordoned off the area, and 
started an operation, while the body 
of the victim was shifted to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital. Initially, 
the incident seemed to be a case of 
personal animosity, but it would be 
premature to speculate about the 
death, said a private channel quoting 
police sources. *APP*

ISLAMABAD: National Commission 
on the Status of Women (NCSW), in 
collaboration with Pakistan Nation-
al Council of Arts (PNCA) held an 
exhibition and prize distribution for 
the poster competition on the theme 
of ending femicide, to commemorate 
16 Days of Activism here Saturday. As 
many as 50 students from twin cities 
of Islamabad and Rawalpindi partici-
pated in the competition and received 
certificates for their submissions. The 
top three submissions, Syeda Fatima 
Hashmi 1st prize, Shehwar 2nd prize 
and 3rd prize Fatima Salahuddin re-
ceived certificates and cash awards as 
well. A consolidation prize was also 
announced for Syeda Danya Zubair 
Beaconhouse and a special prize for 
Hifza Afzal from OPF college. Jury 
members were also awarded a cer-
tificate for their jury. Chairperson 
NCSW, Nilofar Bakhtiar highlighted 
the meaning for ‘he for she’ concept 
in light of Ambassador Shaukat Mu-

kaddam, and the support he provided 
for Noor Mukaddam. She mentioned 
that today was World Human Rights 
Day and the last day for the 16 Days 
Of Activism, a universal celebrat-
ed campaign. Noor’s mother spoke 
about Noor, and  mentioned she was 
an artist. She said Noor loved doing 
calligraphy and expressed herself 
through her art.  She spoke of her 
family trip to Hajj, and how hard 
Noor worked to understand the quran 
and islam.” The Chief Guest, Noor 
Mukaddam (late) father Shaukat Ali 
Mukaddam thanked NCSW and the 
PNCA for organizing this event. He 
said that he was very impressed and 
delighted to see NCSW working so 
hard to empower the women of this 
country. He said that the messages on 
these posters here today are very im-
portant and pertinent. Women make 
almost half of the population of Paki-
stan and have actively worked in ev-
ery field.”*APP*

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA), Lieutenant General Inam 
Haider Malik met Executive Director 
of Asian Disaster Preparedness Cen-
ter (ADPC) Hans Guttman in Bang-
kok. A three-member delegation of 
Pakistan led by the Chairman NDMA 
visited ADPC Headquarters in Bang-
kok on the invitation of Hans Gutt-
man and participated in a session, a 
news release here received said. Both 
discussed the prospects for enhanced 
future cooperation in various fields 
between the two organizations for 
strengthening the disaster manage-
ment system in Pakistan. The Chair-
man NDMA appreciated the support 
ADPC has been providing to Pakistan 
throughout the difficult times and 
asked for the expansion of the scopes 
in each portfolio to make it more ac-

cessible and usable for vulnerable 
communities.  While highlighting ar-
eas of future cooperation with Paki-
stan’s planned new National Institute 
of Disaster Management (NIDM), he 
stressed the need on developing mu-
tual intellectual and academic fora 
as a collective approach towards di-
saster mitigation and disaster risk 
reduction, which were agreed to be 
included in potential projects. The 
ADPC presented an account of their 
ongoing and planned projects and 
initiatives in the field of disaster risk 
reduction within Pakistan and across 
the region.  Hans Guttman assured to 
provide full support through ADPC 
to strengthen disaster preparedness 
and response mechanism of NDMA 
through training human resource and 
knowledge exchange and technologi-
cal assistance. *APP*

Three killed over land 
dispute in Rawalpindi

ISLAMABAD: Three people were 
killed and two others injured in an 
exchange of fire between two groups 
at a housing society near Chakri Road 
in Rawalpindi. According to private 
media report, three people were shot 
dead and two more were injured in a 
fierce exchange of gunfire between 
two groups over a land dispute in a 
private housing society in Rawalpin-
di. Police and Rescue officials reached 
the site after being informed. FIR 
was lodged and further investigation 
was processed. Rescue officials said 
that two people injured in the firing 
have been shifted to the hospital for 
immediate medical assistance while 
the bodies have also been shifted to 
the hospital for post-mortem. On the 
other hand, Chief Minister Chaudhry 
Pervaiz Elahi, taking notice of the in-
cident, has sought a report from RPO 
Rawalpindi and has ordered the im-
mediate arrest of the accused. Pervez 
Elahi said that while expressing re-
gret for the loss of precious human 
lives, no effort should be spared in 
providing justice to the families of the 
victims.*AGENCIES*

FIA official shot dead in Laki Marwat

NCSW,PNCA hold collaborative show

Chairman NDMA meets Executive Director of ADPC

and the rehabilitation of another 100-
km track between Ahmedwal Dalba-
din on the Quetta-Taftan section. The 
official said that rehabilitation work of 
the track between Nokundi Kohi-Taf-
tan on the Quetta-Taftan section while 
160.024 kilometers of track between 
Bostan-Chaman on the Quetta-Cha-
man section would be carried out. 
*APP*

Israel threatens to 
bomb Beirut airport,

Israeli media has reported that Israel 
has threatened to bomb Beirut-Rafic 
Hariri International Airport, claiming 
it was used to smuggle weapons from 
Iran to Hezbollah. It suggested that 
Iran is trying to use a new smuggling 
passageway through Beirut after the 
failure of the Damascus passage-
way, adding that Tel Aviv is investi-
gating Tehran’s attempt to smuggle 
weapons through civilian flights to 
Beirut. On Thursday, the Lebanese 
authorities denied news that the Ira-
nian Meraj Airlines had transport-
ed weapons to the Hezbollah group 
through Rafic Hariri International 
Airport in Beirut. This came during 
a press conference at the airport, 
where Lebanese Interior Minister 
Bassam Mawlawi and Director Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation Fadi Al-Hassan 
were present. Mawlawi denied trans-

porting weapons through Meraj Air-
lines, stressing: “The airport security 
apparatus is aware of everything that 
enters and exits Lebanon.” Saudi 
Arabia’s Al-Hadath channel had dis-

cussed the use of Iran’s Meraj flights 
to transport weapons and equipment 
to Hezbollah, saying that this would 
affect the work of Beirut Airport.  
*AGENCIES*


