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WASHINGTON: Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on Wednesday 
sought US help in pressing Ethiopia 
into an agreement on a mega-dam 
that the parched Arab country sees as 
an existential threat. Visiting Wash-
ington for a US-Africa summit, Sisi 
raised the Grand Ethiopian Renais-
sance Dam with Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, who met a day ear-
lier with Ethiopian Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed. “This is a very vital and 
existential matter to us. And we thank 
the United States for its support 
and its attention,” Sisi told Blinken. 
“Reaching a legally binding agree-
ment can achieve something good in 
accordance with international stan-
dards and norms. We are not asking 
for anything other than that,” he said. 
“We need your support on this mat-
ter.” The massive $4.2 billion dam on 
the Nile, set to be the largest in Africa, 
has been the source of intense friction 
between Ethiopia and Egypt as well 
as Sudan. Egypt, which relies on the 

river for 97 percent of its irrigation 
and drinking water, fears that the dam 
will reduce its already scarce supply 
of water. Abiy has promised to contin-
ue talks on the dam but has also gone 
ahead both with filling and operating 
the initial turbines. The previous US 
administration of Donald Trump, a 
close ally of army chief turned pres-
ident Sisi, sought to negotiate a solu-
tion and cut off aid to Ethiopia after 
accusing Addis Ababa of failing to 
engage in good faith. Trump, while in 
the White House, made waves by sug-
gesting Egypt could attack the dam, a 
possibility publicly dismissed by Cai-
ro. (Agencies)
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MOSCOW/KIEV/WASHINGTON: 
Russian forces could find themselves 
out of artillery and rocket ammunition 
within months, a senior U.S. military 
official said Monday. “We assess that 
at the rate of fire that Russia has been 
using its artillery and rocket ammuni-
tion, in terms of what we would call 
fully serviceable artillery and rocket 
ammunition, they could probably do 
that until early 2023,” the official told 
reporters. Because their ammunition 
stocks are “rapidly dwindling,” Rus-
sian forces are likely using more am-
munition in “degraded conditions,” 
which may not fire or explode cor-
rectly, the official said. “This essen-
tially puts Russian forces in a position 
to have to make a choice about what 
risks it’s willing to accept in terms of 
increased failure rates, unpredict-
able performance, and whether or 
not these degraded munitions would 
require any type of refurbishment,” 
they said. Russia has used older mu-
nitions, some up to 40 years old, since 
its February invasion, the official said. 
As for precision-guided munitions, the 
official said, the Russians “have used 
quite a bit of their stockpile,” which 
has “really diminished their ability to 
sustain their current rate of fire.”
EU member states have failed to 
agree a ninth package of economic 
sanctions targeting Russia over its 
military campaign against Ukraine, 
according to Reuters. The news agen-
cy, citing an anonymous diplomat, 
said several countries objected to a 
proposed change to the existing mea-
sures. According to the report, discus-
sions were held late on Wednesday 
in Brussels, ahead of the EU leaders’ 
summit on Thursday. The main bone 
of contention, Reuters claims, were 
plans to allow the passage of Russian 
fertilizers through EU ports, including 
those produced by sanctioned Russian 
firms. Some countries reportedly ar-
gued that this would help ensure food 
security in developing nations. World 
leaders are expected to make a col-
lective push for international efforts 
to prosecute the perpetrators of war 

crimes and crimes against humanity 
in the Ukraine war when they gather 
at the Munich Security Conference 
in February. This will be “high on the 
agenda” and not just for the conflict 
in Ukraine, said Ambassador Chris-
toph Heusgen, who chairs the annual 
event in Germany. Israeli authorities 
have told some 100 Ukrainians, who 
fled to the Jewish state amid the con-
flict with Russia, to vacate govern-
ment-sponsored housing, according 
to local media reports. The people had 
been informed about the decision last 
week, broadcaster N12 revealed on 
Wednesday. Around 15,000 non-Jew-
ish refugees have arrived in Israel 
during the conflict in Ukraine, with 
some being provided with free hous-
ing. But the Welfare Ministry has now 
made it clear that this assistance wisn’t 
going to be indefinite. “We don’t know 
what will happen next,” one of the ref-
uges, who would now have to leave 
a government-sponsored apartment 
in the town of Ashdod, told N12. An-
other affected Ukrainian affected by 
the turn is claiming that her family is 
being left with no other choice but “go 
to the beach and set up a tent there.” 
The chairman of Shalu, a group that 
provides apartments for refugees in 
cooperation with Israeli authorities, in-
sisted that the people, some of who are 
elderly and have disabilities, “are told 
to simply ‘get out’ without being given 
a solution.” The administration of US 
President Joe Biden is turning to the 
blockchain and other tech-based solu-
tions amid mounting calls for over-
sight of over $50 billion in aid pledged 
to Ukraine this year, according to a 
State Department cable seen by Polit-
ico on Wednesday. Reportedly signed 
by the US Ambassador to Kiev, Brid-

get Brink, on September 6, the nine-
page “sensitive but unclassified” docu-
ment laments that “kinetic activity and 
active combat between Ukrainian and 
Russian forces creates an environment 
in which standard verification mea-
sures are sometimes impracticable or 
impossible.” The State Department 
declined to comment on the docu-
ment’s contents, merely stating that it 
“takes very seriously our responsibil-
ity to ensure appropriate oversight of 
all US assistance.” United Nations aid 
chief Martin Griffiths said on Thurs-
day it was unlikely the Black Sea 
grain deal would be expanded in the 
near term to include more Ukrainian 
ports or reduce inspection times. Kyiv 
has called for an expansion of the deal 
with Moscow which was mediated 
by the United Nations and Turkiye 
and allows Ukraine, a major global 
grain exporter, to ship food products 
from three of its Black Sea ports de-
spite Russia’s invasion. Russian forces 
shelled the entire line of contact and 
launched limited ground assaults in 
the eastern Ukrainian regions of Lu-
hansk and Donetsk. Russia claimed 
to be making limited gains, but these, 
said Ukraine’s general staff, came at a 
high cost in men and military materi-
als, forcing Russia to delve into aged 
and unreliable weapons stocks. Most 
of the Russian ground activity was fo-
cused on the towns of Bakhmut and 
Soledar in Donetsk, which encompass 
nodes of highways that could facilitate 
further expansion. Some Russian as-
saults came near Svatove, in Luhansk. 
Ukraine said Wednesday that it had 
secured the release of a US citizen 
as well as 64 Ukrainian members of 
the military in its latest prisoner swap 
with Russian forces. “Sixty-four sol-
diers of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
who fought in Donetsk and Lugansk 
are going home,” the Ukraine presi-
dency’s chief of staff Andriy Yermak 
said on social media. “It was also pos-
sible to free a US citizen who helped 
our people Suedi Murekezi.” He was 
arrested in the eastern Donetsk region 
of Ukraine in June. (Agencies)
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WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden 
called Wednesday for a long-term 
partnership with Africa rooted both 
in trade and good governance as US 
businesses unveiled billions of dollars 
for the continent where China has be-
come a top player. Addressing a sum-
mit that brought 49 African leaders 
to the Washington cold, Biden avoid-
ed uttering China s name but made 
clear the United States would take a 
different approach. At the first such 
gathering since Barack Obama invit-
ed African leaders in 2014, Biden said 
the United States sought “partnerships 
-- not to create political obligation, to 
foster dependence, but to spur shared 

success and opportunity.” “When Af-
rica succeeds, the United States suc-
ceeds. The whole world succeeds,” 
Biden said. The Biden administration 
is laying out more than $55 billion in 
support over the three-day summit 
and on Wednesday welcomed US and 
African businesses, which promised 
more than $15 billion in trade deals. 

In an implicit contrast with China, 
which takes a hands-off approach in 
countries where it invests, Biden told 
the leaders that good governance was 
critical to trade. Biden highlighted “the 
core values that unite our people -- all 
our people, especially young people: 
freedom, opportunity, transparency, 
good governance.” “Africa s economic 
transition depends on good govern-
ment, healthy populations and reliable 
and affordable energy,” he said. Biden 
announced a $100 million aid package 
for clean energy and the White House 
announced another $800 million in 
public and private financing for digital 
development in Africa.(Agencies)

SYDNEY: A new research led by Aus-
tralia’s Edith Cowan University (ECU) 
has revealed how critically import-
ant exercise can be even for people 
with advanced cancer. Researchers 
from ECU’s Exercise Medicine Re-
search Institute (EMRI) said their 
previous work has shown that men 
with advanced prostate cancer can 
change the chemical environment of 
their body over six months of exer-
cise training and generate increased 
levels of proteins called “myokines” 

to suppress cancer cell growth. The 
study, published in Prostate Cancer 
and Prostatic Diseases and released 
on Wednesday, revealed that a single 
bout of vigorous exercise can elevate 
myokines even further and induce 
additional cancer suppression. The 
study recruited nine patients with late-
stage prostate cancer and collected 
their blood serum immediately before 
and after 34 minutes of high-intensity 
exercise, and then again 30 minutes 
post-workout. The results found that 

serum obtained immediately after 
the exercise contained elevated lev-
els of anti-cancer myokines, resulting 
in suppressed growth of cancer cells 
in vitro by around 17 percent. Serum 
myokine levels and cancer suppres-
sion returned to baseline after 30 
minutes. “This is helping us to under-
stand why patients with cancer who 
exercise exhibit slower disease pro-
gression and survive for longer,” said 
EMRI researcher and study supervisor 
Professor Rob Newton.(Agencies)

Biden seeks principled Africa partnership as US businesses pour in

Australian research reveals exercise counts even in late stage of cancer

FM urges UNSC to implement resolutions  
on Kashmir issue

NEW YORK: Foreign Minister Bil-
awal Bhutto Zardari on Wednesday 
stressed upon the United Nations 
Security Council to implement its 
resolutions over the Kashmir issue 
and deliver upon its commitment 
to peace in the region and ‘prove 
that multilateralism can succeed’. 
Speaking on “International peace 
and security “Reformed Multilater-
alism” in the Security Council, the 
foreign minister said that there was 
an agenda item left unaddressed 
by the UNSC, the issue of Kashmir. 
“We believe it a multinational agen-
da, an agenda of this UNSC and if 
you want to see the success of the 
multilateral institution or multilat-
eralism and the success of this very 
Council, surely you can aid in this 
process; allow the implementation 
of the resolutions of the UNSC, 
when it comes to the question of 
Kashmir, prove the multilateralism 
can succeed, prove that the UNSC 
can succeed and deliver peace in 

the region,” he added. He said that 
Pakistan believed that further de-
mocratization of the UN and the 
UNSC and the General Assembly 
would empower this institution and 
provide it a moral authority to act. 
“It would serve the institution to fur-
ther democratize and to allow the 
sovereign quality of all and not the 
superiority of some.” “It does not 
serve the purposes of the UN to add 
more members to its elitist club and 
to expand the tyrannical power of 
veto,” he said. The foreign minister 
said the Security Council has the 
primary responsibility for the main-
tenance of international peace and 
security. (Agencies)

Peru declares state of emergency as ousted 
leader remains in prison

WHO eyes end to Covid emergency in 2023

Egypt seeks US help in reviving Ethiopia dam deal

LIMA: Peru declared a nationwide 
state of emergency Wednesday over 
violent protests against the ouster 
and arrest of ex-president Pedro Cas-
tillo that have left seven people dead. 
Castillo’s supporters have taken to 
the streets and set up roadblocks 
countrywide in protests that have 
also left 200 injured as they demand 
his release and the holding of early 
elections. The country plunged into 
crisis last week when Castillo tried 
to dissolve Congress and rule by de-
cree, but was quickly impeached by 
lawmakers and arrested on his way 
to seek refuge in the Mexican embas-
sy. The new President Dina Boluarte 

has struggled to quell tensions, and 
has now called for the next elec-
tion -- normally due in 2026 -- to be 
brought forward to December 2023, 
after an earlier bid to hold them in 
2024 failed to halt the protests. De-
fense Minister Alberto Otarola an-
nounced the new 30-day state of 
emergency due to “acts of vandalism 
and violence,” and roadblocks, and 
said police and the armed forces 
“would have control of the whole ter-
ritory.” He said the measure involved 
“the suspension of the freedom of 
movement and assembly” and could 
also include a night-time curfew.  
(Agencies)

GENEVA: The World Health Orga-
nization said Wednesday it hopes 
that Covid-19 and Mpox will no 
longer be public health emer-
gencies in 2023 as both diseases 
end their most dangerous phase. 
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said one of the chief les-
sons from the Covid-19 pandemic 
was that countries had to respond 
quickly to surprise outbreaks. On 
Covid-19, he said the weekly death 
toll was now around a fifth of what it 
was a year ago. “Last week, less than 
10,000 people lost their lives. That’s 
still 10,000 too many and there is 
still a lot that all countries can do to 

save lives,” he told a press confer-
ence. “But we have come a long way. 
We are hopeful that at some point 
next year, we will be able to say that 
Covid-19 is no longer a global health 
emergency.” The WHO’s emergency 
committee, which advises Tedros on 
declarations of public health emer-
gencies of international concern 
(PHEIC), will being discussing what 
the end of the emergency phase 
might look like when they meet in 
January, he added. “This virus will 
not go away. It’s here to stay and all 
countries will need to learn to man-
age it alongside other respiratory ill-
nesses,” he said. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Tunisia has opened its 
honorary consulate here in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa with the aim to promote 
bilateral trade between Pakistan and 
African countries. “We have set up 
consulate and started operation in Pe-
shawar with a vision of tapping the po-
tential of trade and commerce offered 
by Tunisia which serves as gateway 
to African as well as European coun-
tries,” Ammad Rasheed, Honorary 
Consul General of Tunisia announced 
here on Wednesday. Taking to a group 
of journalists at a reception he hosted, 
Ammad Rasheed said that Tunisia has 
a great potential of trade due to its geo-
graphical location. “The country serves 

as bridge between Europe and African 
belt and thus offers a golden oppor-
tunity of trade and commerce which 
he wanted to highlight,” Ammad told 
newsmen. “By focusing on Tunisia, Pa-
kistani businessmen can tap both the 
markets of Europe and African coun-
tries.” “Majority of tourists visiting Tu-
nisia are from Europe and by supplying 
products in Tunisia markets, Pakistan 
businessmen can also expand busi-
ness to European counties,” he opined. 
“This country has not been explored 
by Pakistani businessmen and is like 
an untouched market of African belt,” 
he remarked. Ammad Rasheed said,” 
Tourism, sports goods, gemstone and 

olive oil production can be enhanced 
through bilateral trade between Paki-
stan and Tunisia. Honorary Counsel 
General said,”He is also working on 
taking a delegation of businessmen of 
Pakistan in general and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa in particular to Tunisia for 
their awareness about the opportunities 
in which trade can be started between 
both the countries. Ammad said,”In the 
prevailing situation of economic reces-
sion, businessmen have to focus on 
search for new markets and in this re-
gard Tunisia is a very good opportunity 
where trade does not requires as much 
strict SOPs as are in vogue in Europe 
and other regions. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Minister for Finance and Health, 
Taimur Saleem Jhagra on Thurs-
day reiterated his resolve to make 
PK-73 a model constituency in the 
province. Addressing the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the Bagha-e-Naran 
extension project in PK-73, he said 
that it would be a gift for the res-
idents of this constituency, adding 

that work on Besai park in Haya-
tabad Phase-VII had been start-
ed while two futsal grounds were 
ready for the youth to play. Sim-
ilarly, he said that work on a new 
emergency and accident block and 
orthopaedic and spine block at Ha-
yatabad Medical Complex was near 
completion while the Peshawar 
Institute of Cardiology had been 

operationalized in PK-73. The min-
ister further said that Hayatabad 
International Cricket Stadium had 
been completed and handed over to 
PCB under an MoU, adding that all 
the promises made with the people 
of PK-73 had been fulfilled and in 
the coming days, this constituency 
would become a model to be fol-
lowed. (APP)
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KP assembly’s committee directs to activate community schools
PESHAWAR: Chairman Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Assembly’s Standing 
Committee on Planning & Develop-

ment Department Mohammad Shafiq 
Afridi has directed the concerned 
authorities of the Elementary & Sec-
ondary Education Department to ac-
tivate community schools across the 
province. Presiding over a meeting 
of the panel here on Wednesday, he 
has also directed Tribal Electric Sup-
ply Company (TESCO) to take steps 
for the resolution of the electricity-re-
lated problems in the newly merged 
districts to further ensure the pro-
motion of education. Besides, MPAs 
Sardar Hussain Babak, Zafar Azam 
and Pakhtun Yar Khan, the Addition-
al Secretary P&D, Deputy Secretar-
ies KP Assembly, Directors Jabba & 
Bara Dam, Superintending Engineer 
Publi Health Engineering (PHE) De-
partment, district Khyber, Chief Engi-
neers North & South, Deputy Director 
Small Dams and other concerned 
officials also attended meeting. The 

meeting reviewed in detail the Proj-
ect Policy 2018, Regularized Projects, 
Jabba & Bara Dams (Khyber), Kehala 
Dam (Mansehra), floods preventive 
schemes, drinking water schemes in 
district Kurram, Water Supply Scheme 
Khojri (Bannu) and education sector 
schemes in the newly merged districts 
in detail, The meeting expressed una-
nimity regarding approval and aware-
ness about projects from the forum of 
District Development Advisory Com-
mittee (DDAC). The chairman of the 
committee issued directives for ensur-
ing timely recruitments in educational 
institutions and directed for furnish-
ing details regarding objections of the 
members of the committee relating to 
Government Post-Graduate College, 
Takht Nusrati (Karak) and Govern-
ment High school, Sarmast Mira Khel 
in the upcoming meeting of the panel. 
(APP)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 231.7 234

China Yuan 32.22 32.47

Japanese Yen 2.1 2.15

Saudi Riyal 63.9 64.5

U.A.E Dirham 66.8 67.4

UK Pound 297 299.5

Euro 255.5 257.5

Australian Dollar 153.1 154.35

Canadian Dollar 164.62 165.97

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
152500

Rs. 
139791

Rs. 
133438

Rs. 
114375

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
130700

Rs. 
119807

Rs. 
114363

Rs. 98025

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13070 Rs. 11981 Rs. 11436 Rs. 9803

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
370500

Rs. 
339623

Rs. 
324188

Rs. 
277875

The Digital Municipal Energy Management 
System project launched by UET, GIZ Pakistan

The University of Peshawar holds one day seminar 
on “Corruption Free Pakistan”

IMSciences sports team participates  
in GIKI winter games

Cold, dry weather continues to prevail in most KP

Railways retrieve its 2.4 acres commercial land  
in Peshawar

Insaf Traders’ wing writes letter to Imran  
over deteriorated law and order

Medicine factory in car wash station unearthed

PESHAWAR: The project on “Digital 
Municipal Energy Management Sys-
tem” has been launched in collabo-
ration with the Center for Intelligent 
System Network Research (CISNR) 
UET Peshawar, GIZ Pakistan, ADLG 
Association of Development of Local 
Government as its political partner, 
and eight public energy distribution 
companies. The project is funded by 
GIZ Pakistan at the cost of Euro 4 mil-
lion. The project has three main func-
tions including the implementation of 
the energy management system, the 
implementation of digital methods 
for energy data management through 
CISNR, the implementation of low/
no integrated energy efficiency meth-
ods, and creating public awareness 
and advocacy for political dialogue 
through CISNR, UET Peshawar. Prof. 
Dr. Iftikhar Hussain, Vice Chancellor 
UET Peshawar said, the need for the 
monitoring system to evaluate the 

efficiency of the energy system is 
critical for the socio and economic 
development of Pakistan. He stressed 
for strong linkage among National 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Authority (NEECA), public energy 
corporations, and academia to make 
joint efforts towards the digitaliza-
tion of municipalities that will help 
ensure to bring net improvement in 
these systems. Mr. Irshad Khan, GIZ 
Team Lead said, the introduction of 
the Municipal Energy Management 
System will mainstream energy-rele-
vant tasks and processes in relevant 
departments of the partner institu-
tions. Through this initiative, GIZ 
will pilot and institutionalize energy 
management in eight municipalities 
and address the SDG 7, 11, and 13 
i.e. “Affordable and Clean Energy”, 
Sustainable Cities and Communities” 
and “Climate Action” respectively. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A one day seminar 
on “Corruption Free Pakistan” was 
organized by the Department of So-
cial Work, University of Peshawar 
in collaboration with the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB), to 
commemorate the International An-
ti-Corruption Day at SSAQ museum, 
university of Peshawar. Dr Shakeel 
Ahmed chairman department of 
social work welcomed the guests 
and participants in the opening re-
marks. The speakers of the session 
were Prof. Dr Muhammad Idrees 
Vice Chancellor, University of Pe-
shawar, Qari Roohullah Madani (Ex 
provincial khateeb Auqaf, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa), Prof. Dr Sara Safdar 
( Ex dean, faculty of Social Scienc-
es, University of Peshawar), Mian 
Waqar Khan, Director (NAB), Prof. 
Dr. Zahid Anwar, Pro Vice chancel-
lor, University of Peshawar and Prof. 
Dr Imran Ahmed Sajid. Prof. Dr Za-
hid Anwar gave his remarks on the 

theme “Corruption Free Pakistan” 
and further Qari Roohullah Madani 
provided a detailed explanation and 
knowledge about the theme he quot-
ed that “corruption is a disease that 
disrupts the society”. Prof. Dr Sara 
Safdar in her speech explained the 
various causes of corruption she 
said ” corruption is the deviation 
from the right procedure. When 
we ignore our values it leads to the 
disruption of the society leading to 
social evils.” Prof.Dr Imran Ahmed 
Sajid presented a research paper in 
order to explain the “Anti-corruption 
strategies in Pakistan.” Mian Mu-
hammad Waqar director( NAB) ex-
plained the National Accountability 
bureau’s perspective on corruption 
and how to eradicate it from soci-
ety. He explained that” corruption 
is the misuse of Public office for the 
private gains it is also called white 
collar crime committed by a person 
with higher status.” (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Institute of Man-
agement Sciences, Peshawar (IM-
Sciences) participated in the GIKI 
winter games held from December 
9-11, 2022 at GIK Topi Swabi. Teams 
from all over Pakistan participated 

in the event to showcase their talent. 
IMSciences cricket team won the 
All Pakistan cricket tournament and 
became the champions. While the 
Futsal team of the Institute remained 
runner-up in the tournament. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Thursday predicted that mainly cold 
and dry weather is expected in most 
districts of the province, while very 
cold in hilly areas and upper parts. 
It said that shallow fog in isolated 
pockets is likely to occur over Pesha-
war to Swabi Motorways during late 
night and morning hours. During 
the last 24 hours, mainly cold and 
dry cloudy weather occurred in 
most districts of the province, while 

very cold in hilly areas/ upper parts. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar 
City 26/03, Chitral 16/01, Timerga-
ra 21/04, Dir 17/-1, Mirkhani 16/03, 
Kalam 13/-5, Drosh 17/02, Saidu 
Sharif 20/00, Pattan 22/15, Malam 
Jabba 09/00, Takht Bhai 25/04, Ka-
kul 19/02, Balakot 22/03, Parachinar 
21/00, Bannu 25/05, Cherat 14/05, 
D.I. Khan 27/08. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Railways admin-
istration in its anti-encroachment 
drive here on Thursday, has re-
covered 2.4 acres commercial land 
worth over RS 150 million near City 
Railways Station. The operation led 
by Deputy Director Property and 
Land, DSP Sana-ur-Rehman and 
other officials, continued for six 
hours wherein heavy machinery 
was used in destroying illegal struc-
tures built on the Railways land in 
Alamgir Bagh.  The land grabbers 
built illegal building despite expiry 

of lease and refused to vacate the 
land despite several legal notices 
served to them. Heavy contingent 
of police was also deployed on the 
occasion to avoid any unpleasant in-
cident. Pakistan Railways had also 
decided to accelerate its ongoing an-
ti-encroachment operation against 
land grabbers across the country to 
retake its land from different indi-
viduals, groups, and even business 
organizations who were using it for 
residential, commercial and agricul-
ture purposes for decades. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Worried from the 
threatening calls of extortionists 
and grenade attacks on houses, the 
traders belonging to Insaf Traders 
Wing have written a letter to the PTI 
chief Imran Khan raising questions 
over the deteriorated law and order 
situation in the province, especially 
in the provincial metropolis Pesha-
war. In its letter, leader of Insaf Trad-
ers Wing, Atif Haleem has said that 
the incidents of threat calls from 
extortionists and grenade attacks 
on traders’ houses had increased in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, especially in 
Peshawar. The letter said in recent 

days, two hand grenades attacks 
took place on the house of former 
KP minister and well known trader 
Haji Muhammad Javed and Sen-
ator Hidayat Ullah. The law and 
order situation has worsened and 
seemed out of control of the police. 
Atif Haleem said in the letter that 
his father was murdered in 2016 for 
not paying the extortion money on 
the demand of extortionists. The 
letter said that despite of bringing 
the situation into the notice of the 
provincial government, no tangible 
steps have been taken to rectify the 
situation. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A team of Director-
ate General of Drug Control and 
Pharmacy Service on Thursday 
unearthed a spurious medicine 
production unit established in a 
car wash station on Dilazak Road 
here. The team, assisted by the dis-
trict administration, raided a car 
service station on Dilazak Road 
and recovered scores of counterfeit 
medicines. The unit was sealed and 
three people present inside the ju-
risdiction were taken into custody. 

The action was taken after com-
plaints were received by the drug 
inspector. The drug control team 
also confiscated manufacturing 
machinery, packing and raw ma-
terial from the unit. The team told 
the media that antibiotics of differ-
ent brands and scores of other im-
portant medicines were confiscated 
from the unit. The accused arrested 
from the unit were booked under 
Medicine Act 1976 for legal action.
(APP)
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Launching of the physical work on the long-awaited Suk-
kur-Hyderabad Section of M6 Motorway project is like a 
breeze of fresh air in the otherwise gloomy economic en-
vironment. To be completed in thirty months, M-6 is the 
last part of the Peshawar-Karachi route after which all ma-
jor cities will be connected by the motorway, giving oppor-
tunity to thousands of people daily to access modern and 
decent travel facilities.Propaganda by political opponents 
notwithstanding, one must give credit to PML(N) for intro-
ducing the concept of motorways and metro bus projects 
that have led to modernization of the country’s communi-
cation sector, which is so vital for socio-economic progress 
and prosperity. High quality road and transport infrastruc-
ture as well as railway system have become pre-requisites 
for investment and economic/employment opportunities in 
different regions of the country. It is because of this that 
the previous government of PML(N) gave priority to im-
provement and expansion of the road network under the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) but the initia-
tive received serious setbacks due to lack of commitment 
by the previous Government. Unfortunately, the last Gov-
ernment of PPP shelved the visionary initiative of Prof Dr 
Attaur Rehman for establishment of world class universi-
ties in different parts of Pakistan and down-graded motor-
way projects and the PTI Government scaled back work on 
CPEC, inflicting heavy losses on the country. As pointed 
out by Federal Minister for Water Resources Syed Khursh-
eed Ahmad Shah, Sindh has three ports and a network of 
motorways is needed for their optimum usage. He has also 
presented a legitimate proposal for building a motorway to 
connect Balochistan with Punjab and hopefully the Nation-
al Highway Authority (NHA) would conceive and evolve a 
feasible project at the earliest for consideration by the Gov-
ernment.

- Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Another Motorway

None of us can escape the climate 
crisis. Whether we choose to ac-
knowledge it or not, it will have 
an impact on every one of us. The 
effects of climate change, howev-
er, are not all equal. The brutal 
reality is that those who bear the 
brunt of the repercussions have 
minor culpability. Nevertheless, 
how did this injustice occur? How 
do we deal with it, then? So that 
we can all have a chance of weath-
ering the storm as climate change 
worsens. A pandemic that has the 
entire world reeling, rising so-
cioeconomic inequality, political 
polarization and the ever-pres-
ent thorn in our side of climate 
change has made the world right 
now feel pretty daunting. Global 
reports of extreme weather, in-
creasing sea levels and dwindling 
biodiversity have left the world in 
a climate emergency. 
Several countries need to play 
fairly in the game of economic 
advancement. A small elite has 
virtually rigged the system by em-
ploying strategies that included 
the construction of megacities, 
businesses, airports, shopping 
malls and their penthouses. Deep 
injustice is at the root of climate 
change; communities of colour, 
women and indigenous peoples 
are left behind and most at risk. 
The most susceptible nations to 
climate change are the ones that 
have contributed the least to glob-
al carbon emissions. The global 
south has primarily suffered as a 
result of the global north’s suc-
cess. In essence, they have un-
covered resources and exploited 
communities to build themselves 
kingdoms, contributing to climate 
change while leaving the global 
south to fend for themselves with-
out giving them recourse to save 
their communities. One might 
wonder how the world ended up 
here. If we look at the past, the 
climate crisis occurred due to the 
industrial revolution. You cannot 
get the industrial revolution with-
out oil and gas; you can’t get oil 
without colonialism and slavery. 
Colonialism provided countries 
access to other countries where 
oil and gas were present; slavery 
helped finance the industrial rev-
olution which in turn contributed 
to developing the climate crisis in 
the present. Sadly we can’t just 
consign this justice to the dustbin 
of history because they are still 
being played out today. In repre-
sentation, you can see that where 
the oil and gas structure is sight-

ed is usually in black and brown 
communities and indigenous 
communities. Systemic injustices 
were rampant in the past, and 
the present isn’t any better. What 
about the future, though? The idea 
that climate change would lead 
all of us to experience the same 
repercussions is simply untrue 
since if something destabilising 
like climate change is introduced 
into the equation, those who are 
already living on the edges will 
be the first to perish. In actuali-
ty, those countries in the global 
south along the earth’s equatorial 
zone are already experiencing se-
vere effects. In the years to come, 
they will significantly deteriorate. 
Most of the harsh and devastating 
effects are concentrated in the na-
tions that have contributed least 
to the problem’s creation and are 
least equipped to handle it. The 
climate crisis has triggered what 
may be the largest migration of 
humans in our planet’s history, 
and a new term has been added 
to our dictionaries “climate ref-
ugees”; and the UN projects that 
by 2050, there will be roughly one 
billion migrants. It’s no accident 
that when prosperous nations 
closed their doors and fortified 
their borders, a surge of nation-
alism swept the world. We all see 
how dramatically climate change 
is escalating and how countries 
with the resources to assist world-
wide are turning away from the 
needs of people living elsewhere 
and focusing on the needs of their 
citizens in a nationalistic nar-
row-minded way. Climate justice 
is a human-centred strategy for 
combating climate change while 
addressing the numerous overlap-
ping socioeconomic concerns that 
gave rise to it. If we are to confront 
this injustice, we must do so and 
must acknowledge this unpleas-
ant history, make reparations and 
commit to creating a fairer future 
for both people and the earth.
Climate justice acknowledges that 
capitalism, resource extraction, 
labour exploitation, nature’s com-
modification, colonialism and oth-
er interconnected systems are to 
blame for and have contributed 
to climate change and that those 
who have been the hardest hit are 
the least responsible. Workable al-
ternatives exist to achieve climate 
justice, and our environmental 
policies must consider gender in-
equity, racial justice and human 
rights. To ensure that no one is 
left behind, we must encourage 

creative ideas and develop poli-
cies with the help of the most mar-
ginalised groups. Pakistan rallied 
support for establishing the Fund 
at the 27th Conference of the 
Parties of the UNFCCC (COP27) 
in Sharm el-Sheikh by first get-
ting it included in the agenda of 
the Conference and then working 
for a consensus agreement. Pa-
kistan served as the Chair of the 
Group of 77 and China. Pakistan 
has fought hard for this problem 
to be taken seriously and for loss 
and damage to be included on 
the agenda. According to Inger 
Anderson, Executive Director of 
the UN Environmental Program, 
“the G20 economies are respon-
sible for 75% of the emissions, so 
domestic action in the G20 coun-
tries will be critical, but climate 
justice; loss and damage are on 
the agenda, and these are the is-
sues together with financing that 
we need to tackle.” At the UN’s 
COP27, negotiators have reached 
a preliminary agreement on a cli-
mate compensation fund. Accord-
ing to the latest draft proposal, 
governments would agree to es-
tablish a fund to assist the weak-
er countries in taking the burden 
of climate change. Calls for such 
a fund dominated the COP27 ne-
gotiations. However, the plan still 
has to go before delegates for a 
vote, delaying the crucial decision 
of which nations would contribute 
to the new fund until the COP28 
UN climate conference. The ‘Fund 
for Loss and Damage’ will focus 
on losses and damages in de-
veloping nations like Pakistan, 
which are especially susceptible 
to the adverse effects of climate 
change. Pakistan was incapable 
or reluctant, like many develop-
ing nations, to invest in improving 
infrastructure, safeguarding farm-
land, diversifying energy sources 
and reducing dependency on fos-
sil fuels. Any compensation would 
likely need to be used to repair the 
damage rather than prevent more 
damage, given Pakistan’s decade 
of unrest and lack of planning. 
By now, it should be evident that 
the consequences of our venture 
with fossil fuels are laterally and 
frequently challenging to accept; 
indeed, the past and present are 
rife with injustices, but the future 
doesn’t have to be. Climate justice 
aims to ensure that everyone has 
access to a habitable environment 
in either the global north or south. 
It is a fundamental human right.
- Courtesy - The Express Tribune
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Case for climate justice
— By Syeda Zahra Shah Subzwari 

Pakistan had played an extreme-
ly powerful hand by sending 
Minister of State Hina Rabbani 
Khar to talk shop with an all-men 
cabinet of Afghanistan. Sticking 
to her usual attire, her beaming 
smile and confidence surpassing 
many in her audience, she repre-
sented a country that believed in 
its women, stood in their corner 
and rooted for them as they con-
quered the world. Of course, the 
fact that Ms Khar, as one of Is-
lamabad’s most seasoned diplo-
mats, has time and again proved 
her worth, especially when it 
comes to Afghan affairs, should 
remain at the centre stage of 
any discussion concerning her 
credentials. Sadly, all that had 
been gained in Kabul was in-
stantaneously lost in the Na-
tional Assembly on Monday as 
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Abdul Akbar 
Chitrali very bluntly connected 
the dots between Ms Khar’s visit 
and the heart-wrenching attack 
in Chaman. By proclaiming that 
had a group of men led the dis-
cussion, the frosty ties between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan would 
have magically resolved sits at 
the never-before-witnessed ze-
nith of institutional misogyny 
where anxiety about feminine 
power has always swept through 
the influential alleys. While Mr 
Chitrali responded to the heated 
discussion with tried-and-tested 
“out-of-context” clarifications, 
he would do well to remember 
the sacrifices rendered by Pa-
kistani women in the strength-
ening of the institution of de-
mocracy that literally unrolled 

the red carpet leading to his hot 
seat. Do the legacy of Pakistan’s 
First Lady Begum Rana Liaquat 
Ali Khan as a delegate to the UN 
General Assembly, and Interna-
tional Labour Organisation and 
the precedent she had remark-
ably set as a first female diplo-
mat in the Muslim world ring 
any bells? From Fatima Jinnah 
to Benazir Bhutto and all the 
iron ladies who assisted every 
step of the way, history is replete 
with examples of how female 
leadership has always blown the 
world away with its finesse and 
attention to detail. That many 
in the august house rose to Ms 
Khar’s defence and confidently 
sang praises of her brilliance in 
dealing with war-hardened Tali-
ban on the deliberations table as 
she refused to cede her ground 
speaks volumes about how Pa-
kistani women are now ready 
to come out of the shadows and 
take credit where due. Howev-
er, the likes of Mr Chitrali and 
the male-oriented mindset that 
he represents are just as deter-
mined to poke holes in whatev-
er masterstrokes these women 
manage to pull off. In 2023, Pa-
kistan might consider opening 
its eyes to the plain-clothed re-
ality that most of its female rep-
resentatives have had to move 
heaven and earth to reach their 
profile positions and therefore, 
the least they expect from their 
nation is respect for their defi-
ance of the odds. 

- Courtesy:
  Daily Times

Glass Ceilings 

Online violence
Online violence in shape of cyber 
bullying, online grooming, cyber 
stalking, and hacking is a growing 
threat for children. Similarly, due 
to being targeted online, children 
become victims of fear, shame, and 
stigma after which they become un-

able to seek help from others. After 
all, they only chose suicide as an 
ultimate solution which results in 
destroying several other lives too. 
Children can prevent online vio-
lence by recognizing inappropri-
ate online behaviour, by knowing 
ways to disengage and by learning 

how and where to report issues. 
Apart from it, some educational 
programmes must be directed by 
authorities at both children and 
parents to maintain a safer social 
society.
- ZAINAB ALI AHMED,
- Turbat.

Letters to the Editor

The EU is only now considering en-
acting lobbying-related guardrails 
that should have been put in place a 
long time ago. In a corruption scandal 
that strikes at the heart of European 
Union governance, a vice-president 
of the European Parliament, Eva Kai-
li, of Greece, has been stripped of her 
responsibilities by the EU Parliament, 
had her assets frozen, and has been 
charged after police alleged to have 
found “bags of cash” at her residence.  
There also was a raid on the home of 
a Belgian MEP, Marc Tarabella, the 
vice-chair of the EU’s delegation for 
relations with the Arab peninsula. 
Belgian authorities paid another no-
knock visit to the home of an assis-
tant to yet another MEP. Earlier this 
week, authorities searched the EU 
Parliament offices like it was a com-
mon crime scene, reportedly seizing 
data. So far, €1.5 million has been 
seized from private homes, with the 
Belgian federal prosecutor’s office 

accusing the four people arrested 
and charged with “participation in a 
criminal organization, money laun-
dering and corruption.”  It turns out 
that the officials alleged to have been 
involved are accused of also lobby-
ing for visa-free EU-Qatar travel and 
whitewashing Qatar’s labor rights 
record. For an institution like the 
European Union, which constantly 
preaches to other countries about 
how to clean up their act, you’d think 
they’d have some strong guardrails 
in place to prevent the kind of things 
that these charges allege. That isn’t 
the case. “The allegations are of ut-
most concern, very serious,” said an 
uncharacteristically measured Euro-
pean Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen. She proposed an in-
dependent ethics body to set rules for 
EU institutions “where there are very 
clear rules,” adding that it “would be 
a big step forward.” You mean that 
didn’ Those who believe that Western 

democratic institutions practice what 
they constantly preach might be sur-
prised to learn that the lack of checks 
and balances to prevent corruption 
at home is actually pretty stagger-
ing. Earlier this year, for example, 
three US congressional representa-
tives introduced bipartisan legislation 
to close loopholes allowing foreign 
funding of think tanks, government 
officials, and elections. “Right now, 
foreign governments are able to se-
cretly fund think tanks to push their 
own agendas, hire former public offi-
cials and military officers to lobby for 
their interests, and have their agents 
raise millions of dollars for political 
campaigns,” explained bill sponsor, 
Congressman Jared Golden.  It’s al-
most like systemic corruption is just 
an open secret that benefits from an 
omertà as very few officials actually 
seem to want to acknowledge or ad-
dress the issue.
- Courtesy: RT

The European Parliament’s ‘Qatar scandal’ is just the tip of a corruption iceberg
— By Rachel Marsden



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

ISLAMABAD: China Cultural Cen-
ter in Pakistan and the Hebei Pro-
vincial Department of Culture and 
Tourism of China, in collaboration 
with Pakistan National Council of 
Arts (PNCA), jointly produced the 
China-Pakistan Folk Music Concert 
to promote China-Pakistan cultur-
al exchanges and cooperation, and 
to highlight the bilateral ironclad 
friendship. The concert went live 
online via chinanews.com and the 
official Facebook page of the Chi-
na Cultural Center in Pakistan with 
culture and tourism promotion 
films from both countries. Video 
speeches by senior officials from 
each country were also given before 
the concert. The concert was per-
formed by the Chinese Orchestra of 
Hebei Song and Dance Theater, and 
the Pakistani Folk Band of Salman 
Adil / National Performing Arts 
Group of PNCA. In the 80-minute 
live online concert, artists from the 
Chinese Orchestra of Hebei Song 
and Dance Theater also performed 
different musical performances. 
These include “Battling Against 
Typhoon” played on Guzheng by 
Zhang Pei, the musical “date Har-

vest” by Zhang Guoming, Wu Yahui, 
Wang Haiyun using Suona, which 
is a traditional Chinese musical in-
strument with a double-reed horn 
as well as a Musical performance 
by Pakistani artists such as Paki-
stani Folk tune of Rubab and Tabla, 
“Man di mauj vich” by santoor art-
ist Ali Raza and flute performance 
“Heer Ranjha and Mast Qalandar” 
by Salman Adil. Concert also in-
cluded various different musical 
performances by other well-known 
artists from China and Pakistan. 
Hebei Provincial Song and Dance 
Theater National Orchestra are af-

filiated with Hebei Provincial Song 
and Dance Theater Performing Arts 
Co., Ltd., established in 1960, and 
is the only professional national 
orchestra in Hebei Province. After 
years of practice and development, 
especially after 2018, it has grad-
ually developed into a full-staffed 
national orchestra with much high 
musical literacy. It has performed 
in the United States, Japan, Singa-
pore, Italy, Greece, North Korea, 
Mongolia, Malaysia, Thailand, and 
other countries as well as Hong 
Kong, Macao, and Taiwan. (Agen-
cies)
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Govt devises strategy to enhance  
water storage capacity

Population and Food Security

Mass cleaning drive kicked off in Abbottabad

President, PM strongly condemn 
Miranshah suicide blast

First Lady Samina Alvi visits Deaf Reach School

CM Balochistan announces to set up  
‘think tank’ aimed in reforming education sector

LCCI for women’s participation  
in economic activities

Oriental college promoting language for 152 years

Three street criminals arrested; Rs71,000 
snatched cash recovered

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
devised a comprehensive strategy to 
conserve water, enhance water stor-
age capacity and increase investment 
in water-related development proj-
ects to ensure energy security and 
overpower water scarcity. Officials 
sources in Water Resources Ministry 
told APP here that the government 
has expedited efforts to complete Di-
amer Basha, Mohmand dams, Dasu 
Hydropower, and other such mega 
projects in time to give maximum re-
lief to the masses. The sources said 
the completion of the first phase of 
Karachi Bulk Water Supply Scheme 
K-IV would provide 260 million gal-
lons of water per day to the citizens 
of Karachi and the Tarbela 5th Ex-
tension Project to start generating 
electricity in 2025. Completion of 10 

mega projects being carried out by 
WAPDA would not only help store 
11.7 million acre-feet water (MAF) 
but also add over 11,268 megawatts 
(MW) of clean and green energy to 
the national grid. The sources said 
that since its inception the govern-
ment prioritized the construction 
of new water reservoirs to meet the 
economic development and ener-
gy needs of the country. They said 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif was 
personally monitoring the water 
projects while Minister for Water 
Resources Syed Khursheed Ahmed 
Shah and WAPDA officials were also 
making all-out efforts to complete 
the water projects on time. The PM 
recently visited Mohmand Dam and 
personally reviewed the progress of 
work on the project. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A webinar on “Pop-
ulation and Food Security” was 
jointly organized by Islamabad Pol-
icy Research Institute (IPRI) and 
Institute of Regional Studies (IRS), 
Islamabad. The webinar was part of 
the Grand National Dialogue (GND) 
series being planned on a number 
of pertinent issues. Earlier events 
on the subject have been held in 
Peshawar, Wah and Sargodha. Dr. 
Haneef Ur Rehman, Department of 
Environmental Sciences, Universi-
ty of Turbat was of the opinion that 
the agriculture sector of Balochistan 
needs to be revamped with modern 
technical practices. Dr. Muhammad 
Aslam, Dean Faculty of Marine Sci-
ences, Lasbela University informed 
that 34.7million hectare land in 
Balochistan is cultivated, which ac-
counts 6 per cent of total province 
area. He said that smart agriculture 
practices along with appropriate re-
search design need to be employed 
to increase the agriculture produc-
tivity. Dr. Manzoor Ahmed, Pro 
Vice Chancellor Gwadar Universi-

ty called for a strong governance 
structure amidst the water scarcity 
in province. 70 per cent of Baloch-
istan is water scarce. There is a 
need for water management policy. 
The plants which consume higher 
levels of water should not be grown 
in water scarce areas. The use of ag-
riculture land for housing schemes 
should end. On the poor socio-eco-
nomic indicators, it was reiterated 
that the development efforts should 
be geared towards coherent and 
sustainable policies. Importantly, 
the locals need to be made part of 
the development phase.Balochistan 
historically has been a less populat-
ed area. Due to area’s topography 
and lack of economic opportunities, 
people have preferred to migrate in 
search of better quality of life. When 
people move to rural areas, they be-
come part of consumer community. 
Thus, migration is increasing the 
number of consumers while the pro-
ducers’ in rural areas are becoming 
less. This is a loss of food produc-
tion.(APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Water and Sanita-
tion Services Company Abbottabad 
(WSSCA), Tehsil Municipal Ad-
ministration (TMA) and Assistant 
Director Local Government Abbot-
tabad formally launched on Thurs-
day a special cleaning campaign, 
inaugurated by the Tehsil Mayor 
Abbottabad Sardar Shuja Nabi. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Teh-
sil Mayor Abbottabad Sardar Shuja 
said that during the cleaning cam-
paign, garbage would be collected 
from drains, and slopes in the en-
tire area and disposed of so that 
the people of the vicinity can be 
provided a clean environment. He 
further said that all the institutions 
that are providing municipal ser-
vices should cooperate with each 
other and facilitate the citizens at 
their doorsteps as per the vision 

of the provincial government and 
take immediate steps to redress 
the complaints for people to get re-
lief. Chairman board of Directors 
WASA Major Zulfikar Ahmad (R) 
while talking to the participants of 
the opening ceremony of the clean-
liness campaign said that special 
measures would be taken for pub-
lic awareness during the campaign. 
He appealed to the local body mem-
bers to conduct door-to-door cam-
paigns for public awareness so that 
after cleaning the drains, garbage 
was not thrown there again. Major 
Zulfikar Ahmad (R) further asked 
the residents to support Wssca in 
allocating space for garbage bins at 
different places so that small or big 
containers could be kept there and 
citizens could throw garbage inside 
the container. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi and Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Thursday strongly con-
demned the suicide blast in Mi-
ranshah, Noth Waziristan that left 
security personnel and a civilian 
dead. In their separate statements, 
both vowed to eliminate terrorism 
and extremism from the country. 
President Alvi said the entire na-
tion was committed to fighting ter-
rorism. Prime Minister Sharif said 

those killing innocent people could 
not be regarded as Muslims. The 
terrorists were acting on the will of 
anti-state elements, he added. The 
president and the prime minister 
prayed for the souls of Havaldar 
Muhammad Ameer and a civilian 
who lost their lives in the terror in-
cident. Both paid tribute to the sac-
rifices rendered by security person-
nel for the safety of the homeland 
(APP)

LAHORE: First Lady Samina Arif 
Alvi visited Deaf Reach School at So-
cial Welfare Complex here on Thurs-
day. She visited various sections of 
the school, including classrooms, 
science and computer labs, vocation-
al hall and kitchen. During her visit, 
the First Lady cut a cake with special 
children in connection with the In-
ternational Disability Day. She laud-
ed efforts of the Deaf Reach School 
in providing quality education and 
technical training as per interna-
tional standards to special students. 
Samina Alvi also appreciated hand-
made items of the students and said 
she would play her role to further 

improve performance of the institu-
tion in collaboration with various in-
stitutions. On this occasion, the first 
lady distributed awards among those 
children who had made her portrait 
during a function in Islamabad. Ear-
lier, the students welcomed the guest 
and presented her a bouquet. The 
children performed in sign language 
(communication language for deaf) 
on national song “Hum aik Hain” (we 
are one). Later, Director Operations 
Deaf Reach School Daniel M Lan-
thier and Coordinator Saba Ahsan-
briefed Samina Alvi about working 
of the school and its performance. 
(APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan government 
has decided to set up a think tank 
network to introduce reforms in 
the education sector. The think 
tank network would consist of ed-
ucational experts and intellectuals 
to help the provincial government 
to bring reforms in the sector, said 
Chief Minister Abdul Quddus Bi-
zenjo while announcing his aim 

on his official Twitter handle. “The 
goals of educational development 
cannot be achieved without bring-
ing reforms and change,” he add-
ed. Chief Minister Abudul Quddus 
Bizenjo had urged the experts to 
guide the government and provide 
pieces of advice, and ideas aimed 
to improve the quality of education. 
(APP)

LAHORE: Without due participa-
tion of women in the economic 
activities, the progress and pros-
perity will remain a dream. Women 
make up more than half of Paki-
stan’s population, and their contri-
bution to the country’s growth is 
crucial. To achieve gender parity in 
the country, women’s role should 
be expanded; supportive environ-
ment should be created; starting a 
business should be made simple; 
and availability of loans should be 
made easy for them. These were 
the issues highlighted during an 
awareness session on “Facilitation 
provided to the Business Commu-
nity by Government Departments” 
held here at Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (LCCI) on 
Wednesday. Chairing the session, 
LCCI President Kashif Anwar said 
that due to measures taken to min-
imize imports, the industry was 
facing shortage of raw materials, 
machinery and other inputs which 
was affecting all the sectors. He 
said that the policy rate should be 
reduced for the SMEs (Small and 
Medium Enterprises) and the profit 

rates of commercial banks and Is-
lamic banks should be brought at 
par. Higher Education Commission 
Punjab’s Chairman Prof. Dr. Shahid 
Muneer said that the enrolment of 
females in the universities was in-
creasing many folds, the day was 
near when women would out pass 
men in educational institutions. Out 
of 200 Pakistan top universities, 
42 were being headed by women 
compare to India where no wom-
an was the vice chancellor of any 
university. Regional Business Head, 
First Women Bank Mubeena Tariq 
said that the bank was working for 
the women of rural areas to impart 
training and skills. Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) 
Deputy Director Mariam Alvi said 
that TDAP was working to extend 
more services for the SMEs and en-
trepreneurs belonging to non-tradi-
tional sectors to participate in the 
international exhibitions. Small and 
Media Enterprises Development 
Authority (SMEDA) Deputy Gener-
al Manager Tania Butter mentioned 
that the authority was encouraging 
SMEs for exports. (APP)

LAHORE: Dean Faculty of Oriental 
Learning Punjab University (PU) 
Prof. Dr. Ghulam Moeenuddin Ni-
zami has said that the Oriental Col-
lege has been promoting language, 
literature and culture for the past 
152 years. Speaking at the two-day 
8th international conference on 
“Contemporary Trends in Linguis-
tics” at School of Biochemistry and 
Biotechnology’s Auditorium here on 
Wednesday, he said the department 
of linguistics was very important in 
the promotion of regional and other 
languages. The conference has been 
arranged by Punjab University In-
stitute of Languages and Linguistics 
(ILL). PU Dean Faculty of Oriental 
Learning Prof Dr Ghulam Moeen 
Uddin Nizami, President of the Lin-

guistics Association of Pakistan Dr 
Ghulam Raza, ILL In-charge Dr 
Maria Isabel Maldonado Garcia, re-
searchers, faculty members and stu-
dents participated in the conference. 
He said creating new knowledge and 
promoting research culture is pri-
mary responsibility of the universi-
ties. Dr. Nizami said steps are being 
taken to start various programs to 
promote languages, adding that par-
ticipation of such a large number of 
linguistic scientists in the conference 
is commendable for which Dr. Maria 
and her team deserve appreciation. 
Throwing light on the history of the 
conference, Dr Ghulam Raza said 
that it is a matter of honor to hold 
the conference for the second time in 
Punjab University. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawal-
pindi Police on Thursday arrested 
three street criminals and recovered 
Rs71,000 snatched cash, a motor-
cycle, weapons, and other items 
from their possession. According 
to a police spokesman, Dhamial 
police arrested three members of a 
street criminal gang namely Behroz, 

Zubair and Sheraz, wanted in var-
ious cases. He said that the police 
team constituted under the supervi-
sion of SHO Dhamial Police Station 
on the directives of the Superinten-
dent of Police conducted a raid and 
managed to net the accused and re-
covered Rs71,000 cash, a motorcy-
cle, weapons and other items from 
their possession. (APP)

Brick kiln sealed

11 vehicles impounded

GCU, African  
universities sign MoU

2 killed in separate 
accidents

SARGODHA: Environment Pro-
tection Department on Thursday 
sealed a brick-kiln over violation 
of smog SOPs. The team conduct-
ed a raid at Jalpana village and and 
found that an owner of a kiln had 
failed to adopt the zigzag technolo-
gy and caused pollution in the area. 
The team sealed the kiln and got 
registered case against the owner 
Lal Khan. (APP)

SARGODHA: District Regional 
Transport Authority (RTA) im-
pounded 11 unfit passenger vehicles 
across the district during a drive to 
prevent road mishap here on Thurs-
day. In line with special directives 
of Deputy Commissioner (DC) cap-
tain (R) Nadeem Nasir, the district 
regional transport authority (RTA) 
under the supervision of Secretary 
RTA , launched a crackdown against 
unfit passenger vehicles. The team 
checked fitness certificates of var-
ious vehicles at separate areas of 
the city and impounded 11 vehicles 
over missing fitness certificates. The 
crackdown would continue without 
any discrimination,said Secretary 
RTA .(APP)

LAHORE: The Government Col-
lege University (GCU) Lahore on 
Wednesday signed a tri-party mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) 
on research and academic col-
laboration with universities from 
Nigeria, Kenya, Kazakhstan and 
Uganda. The Alliance of Islamic 
Universities of Africa (AIUA) dele-
gation comprising vice-chancellors 
from fourteen African and Central 
Asian universities visited the GCU 
and signed the MoU which includ-
ed the COMSTECH Consortium of 
Excellence. The AIUA delegation 
included the vice-chancellors from 
Ummah University Kenya, Alnasar 
University Nigeria, Al Qaiam Uni-
versity Nigeria, Al Anser Founda-
tion Nigeria, Borno State University 
Nigeria, Nasarwa State University 
Nigeria, Muslim University Mao-
rogora and Islamic Call University 
Uganda.(APP)

ATTOCK: Two persons were killed 
in different accidents in Attock on 
Wednesday. In the first incident, Malik 
Samandar Khan was chopping fodder 
at a machine for his cattle in Hattar 
village in the limits of Fatehjang Police 
station. Suddenly his clothes entangled 
in the machine, resultantly his body was 
crushed and died on the spot. In anoth-
er incident, a motorcyclist was crushed 
to death by a speedy dumper on GT 
road near glass factory in the limits of 
Hassanabdal Police station. Police said 
a speedy dumper recklessly driven by 
unknown driver rammed into him while 
overtaking another dumper. (APP)

China-Pakistan Folk Music Concert held in Islamabad
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Horse & cattle  
show held

Seven highly qualified 
psychiatrists hired 

to curb GB’s mental 
health crisis

CS inaugurates Shah  
Abdul Latif Bhitai Library

SARGODHA: A day-long horse 
and cattle show was organised in 
Bhera in collaboration with the lo-
cal community here on Thursday. 
Many competitions, including horse 
riding, sword fighting, tent pegging 
and Kabadi, were also held. Com-
missioner Marriam khan, Deputy 
Commissioner Caption (retd) Na-
deem Nasir, Regional Police Offi-
cer Muhammad Azhar Akram and 
District Police Officer Muhammad 
Tariq Aziz were chief guests in the 
show. They appreciated efforts for 
holding the show and said recre-
ational activities wereneed of the 
hour which developed a sense of 
positive thinking among people.
(APP)

GILGIT: The Gilgit-Baltistan gov-
ernment has hired 7 highly qualified 
psychiatrists and set up two wards 
in Skardu and Gilgit to address the 
growing mental health crisis. The 
GB Chief Secretary’s office shared 
on Thursday that hirings had been 
made based on the recommendation 
of a team of experts. A 10-bed ward 
has been established in Gilgit and 
a 5-bed ward in Skardu for people 
suffering from mental health issues.
(APP)

HYDERABAD: Sindh Chief Secre-
tary Dr Sohail Rajput on Wednesday 
inaugurated the Shah Abdul Latif 
Bhitai Public Library established in 
Latifabad. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief secretary said, “The 
establishment of library in a big 
city like Hyderabad was the need 
of the hour as education is essential 
for the development of any nation.” 
Dr Sohail Rajput said, “The library 
has been established but very soon 
books will be made available in it 
and a separate corner will be set up 
for preparation of CSS and other 
competitive exams. “ He said,”For 
better maintenance of the library, it 
is being handed over to the Culture 
department, while more computers 
will be provided to the already es-
tablished digital library and it will 
also be made fully functional.”(APP)

Wazirabad shooting: LHC seeks reply on appeal  
against 12-day physical remand of accused

Indiscriminate fire from Afghanistan leaves children, 
women injured in Chaman

NA body directs for installing telemetry system, removing 
illegal construction along Kunhar River

LAHORE: A Lahore High Court 
(LHC) division bench on Wednes-
day issued notices for January 18 to 
accused Naveed, involved in a gun 
attack on Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
chairman Imran Khan during the 
party’s long march at Wazirabad, on 
an appeal against his 12-day phys-
ical remand. The division bench, 
comprising Justice Ali Baqar Na-
jafi and Justice Asjad Javaid Ghu-
ral, heard the appeal filed by the 
Punjab government through the 
Prosecution Department Punjab. 
An additional prosecutor argued 

before the court that Wazirabad 
City police had registered a case 
against the accused under Sections 
302, 324, 460 of the Pakistan Penal 
Code and Section 7 of the Anti-ter-
rorism Act for attacking the PTI 
chairman. He submitted that the 
accused was produced before an 
anti terrorism court in Gujranwala 
on Nov 17, with a request to grant 
30-day physical remand. However, 
the trial court granted only 12-day 
remand of the accused and ordered 
for producing him on Nov 29 , he 
added. He submitted that the trial 

court also dismissed an application 
filed by the prosecution for enhanc-
ing the physical remand of the ac-
cused on Nov 29. He submitted that 
the orders passed by the trial court 
were not sustainable in the eyes of 
the law, saying that after amend-
ment in the Anti-terrorism Act, 
the court could not grant physical 
remand for less than 15 days. He 
pleaded with the court to set aside 
the orders passed by the trial court 
and grant remand of more than 15 
days and less than 30 days as per 
law. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: At least 16 Pakistani ci-
vilians have been wounded as fighting 
broke out between Pakistani and Afghan 
border forces for the second time in less 
than a week, a Pakistani medical official 
says. An emergency was declared on 
Thursday at the main hospital in the Pa-
kistani city of Chaman after heavy artil-

lery firing started around midday (07:00 
GMT) near the Chaman-Spin Boldak 
border crossing, Dr Akhtar Mohammed, 
an official at the hospital, told reportes. 
Pakistani military officials alleged “in-
discriminate firing” was directed from 
the Afghan side of the border towards 
civilian areas of Chaman. Chaman au-

thorities told Al Jazeera that markets 
near the border have shut down and a 
tense calm has fallen over the city. The 
Afghan Ministry of Defence alleged that 
Pakistani forces had opened fire first. In 
a statement on Twitter, the ministry said 
the Kabul government believes dialogue 
is the way forward. (AGENCIES)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly Standing Committee on Water 
Resources Wednesday directed the 
ministry to install telemetry system 
besides removing all illegal construc-
tion on the bank of Kunhar River to 
address the issue of water distribu-
tion. The committee which met with 
Khalid Hussain Magsi in the chair 
was informed that the issue of wa-
ter distribution among the provinc-
es needed to be addressed. To have 
accurate measurement, there was 
a need of telemetry system, it was 
further told. The committee was 

apprised that there were 24 points 
where the telemetry system would 
be installed on Indus River. Howev-
er in first phase, the system would 
be installed at seven points. The set-
ting up of telemetry system would be 
completed in 2026. WAPDA had been 
authorised to install the system for In-
dus River System Authority (IRSA), it 
was further said. The Standing Com-
mittee recommended that the gov-
ernment should extend its help to get 
the telemetry system installed, timely. 
Moreover, the Standing Committee 
directed that necessary arrangements 

should also be made to install telem-
etry system on rest of the 15 points. 
The Convener of the Sub-Committee 
of the Standing Committee on Water 
Resources, Riaz-ul-Haq, presented 
the report of the Sub-Committee. Ac-
cording to the report, the Sub-Com-
mittee was assigned to examine the 
pollution in the rivers Indus and 
Kunhar in consultation with the prov-
inces. The Sub-Committee visited 
different places at the bank of River 
Kunhar and noted that there were 189 
illegally constructed buildings on the 
bank of the river. (APP)

Governor signs into law Muttahida Ulema Board 
Punjab Bill 2022

LHC orders action against police officials for 
keeping three persons in illegal custodya

South Asian peace has become hostage to India’s 
hegemonic designs: FO

Action against wrong parking,  
over speeding ordered

RSCP initiates drive to mark roads  
with traffic safety signs

PAC annuls recruitment of assistant  
linemen in PESCO

Govt authorizes disbursing 33% of total  
development funds in 4 months

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Mu-
hammad Balighur Rehman has 
signed four bills into law including 
the Punjab Empowerment of Per-
sons with Disabilities Bill 2022, the 
Punjab Trusts (Amendment) Bill 
2022, the Provincial Motor Vehi-
cles (Amendment) Bill 2021 and the 
Muttahida Ulema board Punjab Bill 
2022. The press release issued here 
on Wednesday asserted that the 
governor had assented to the bills in 
larger public interest and these bills 
have become the Act after the nod 
from the governor Punjab. It was 

further stated that the bills by the 
provincial legislature carried many 
lacuna but these were still approved 
by the governor in public interest. 
The governor Punjab said the bills 
are being sent directly to the Gov-
ernor’s Secretariat from the Punjab 
Assembly without adopting prop-
er procedure, adding the Governor 
Secretariat staff works meticulously 
on these bills in the public interest. 
The press release said the Governor 
Punjab has so far given immediate 
approval to several bills in public in-
terest. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Wednesday ordered DIG 
(Operations) Lahore to take strict ac-
tion against police officials involved 
in keeping three persons in illegal 
custody. The court also sought a re-
port from the DIG (Operations) in 
this regard. Justice Muhammad Sar-
fraz Dogar passed the orders while 
hearing a petition filed by a citizen, 
Nasrullah, for recovery of three per-
sons from alleged illegal custody 
of the police. DIG (Operations) La-
hore Afzal Ahmad, SP CIA Shams 
Durrani and SP Investigations 
Cantt appeared before the court at 
the start of the proceedings. The 

court expressed anger over police 
for keeping three persons in illegal 
custody, adding that Lahore police 
had become a rogue. The police had 
made the life of a family miserable 
for arresting an absconder, it added. 
The court further observed that SP 
CIA Shams Durrani was not a good 
police officer. To which, DIG Afzal 
Ahmad admitted mistakes made by 
the police officials in the matter and 
tendered unconditional apology. He 
also assured the court that strict ac-
tion would be taken against the per-
sons. SP CIA also sought uncondi-
tional apology repeatedly during the 
proceedings.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday 
said peace in South Asia had be-
come hostage to India’s hegemonic 
designs that included terrorist ac-
tivities inside Pakistan and the un-
abated hostilities carried out in the 
Occupied Kashmir. Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Ba-
loch at a weekly press briefing said 
India’s hegemonic policies were an 
“impediment to regional coopera-
tion”. The spokesperson strongly 
rejected the recent statement of the 
Indian External Affairs Ministry 
that raised objection over the visit 
of Secretary-General of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Hissein Brahim Taha to Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir (AJK), calling him 
a “mouthpiece of Pakistan”. The re-
marks reflect “callousness and dis-
regard” towards inter-State relations 
and are against the concept of mu-
tual respect, she stressed. Instead of 

criticism, she said, India should pay 
heed to the state terrorism in Indian 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK) and take steps for the implemen-
tation of the United Nations Securi-
ty Council (UNSC) resolutions. She 
said the Jammu and Kashmir dispute 
was one of the oldest on the Unit-
ed Nations’ agenda that remained 
unresolved due to India’s negative 
approach. The OIC Secretary-Gen-
eral during his visit to the Line of 
Control in AJK last week met the 
victims of cross-border shelling who 
shared with him the details of their 
sufferings. Baloch said OIC Secre-
tary-General’s visit to AJK carried 
special significance as it came three 
years after India’s illegal and unilat-
eral actions in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu Kashmir (IIOJK). The 
OIC Secretary-General will share his 
findings in the next Council of For-
eign Ministers’ meeting. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Chief Traffic Officer 
(CTO) Rawalpindi, Tamoor Khan 
here on Thursday directed the traf-
fic wardens and field officers to take 
strict action against over speeding, 
double and wrong parking of ve-
hicles which create hurdles in the 
smooth flow of traffic on city roads. 
According to a City Traffic Police 
(CTP) spokesman, the CTO had di-
rected all the field officers including 
deputy superintendents of police 
(DSPs) and Inspectors to take strict 
action in accordance with the law 
against overspeeding, double park-
ing and wrong parking particularly 
in congested areas to ensure smooth 
flow of traffic. He urged motorists 
not to park vehicles in the wrong 
way on roads which causes inconve-
nience for other road users. The CTO 
said, CTP had made special arrange-
ments to control traffic on the city 
roads aimed at avoiding traffic mess. 

Traffic police officers had been di-
rected to keep a vigilant eye on sus-
picious vehicles, he said and added 
that strict action had been ordered 
against overspeeding. He urged the 
citizens to cooperate with Traffic Po-
lice to resolve traffic problems and 
facilitate people through smooth 
traffic flow. An enhanced number of 
Traffic Wardens had been deployed 
at busy roads to clear wrong parking 
while lifters were also available to lift 
vehicles and motorcycles parked in 
the wrong way, he added. He said, 
wrong parking which was one of the 
main causes of traffic mess on the 
roads would not be tolerated, adding, 
the vehicles and motorcycles found 
parked outside of the parking area 
would be impounded. He informed 
that incharges posted in Traffic 
Headquarters, different sectors and 
tehsils had been reshuffled under ro-
tation policy.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Road Safety Council of 
Pakistan (RSCP) has started a drive 
to mark roads of various residential 
and commercial areas in Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) with traffic 
safety signs and symbols to prevent 
accidents. Talking to APP here on 
Thursday an official of RSCP, Irfan 
Balouch said that RSCP took an ini-
tiative to mark the nearby roads of 
schools, colleges, and hospitals for 
educating the road users. He said that 
marking roads with signs will have 
a huge impact on road safety, reduc-
ing speed, and saving lives and inju-
ries. He said that the dynamic nature 
and complexity of road traffic and 
road safety was one of the most de-

manding social challenges. He said 
contemporary road safety strategies 
had incorporated a multidisciplinary 
approach to address the problem 
of road safety therefore, RSCP was 
working in collaboration with ICT 
Police and Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA). Irfan underlined that 
25 Kmh was designated for heavy 
traffic while 30 Kmh for public trans-
portation on the roads near hospitals 
and schools. He said the speed limit 
was violated due to missing warning 
sings and symbols on the road. He in-
formed that road signs and markings 
was responsibility of CDA but RSCP 
had decided to utilize the funds for 
making roads secure. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Public Accounts 
Committee on Wednesday annulled 
the recruitment of assistant linemen 
in Peshawar Electric Supply Compa-
ny (PESCO) and ordered to initiate 
the recruitment process as fresh in a 
transparent manner. According to an 
investigation report presented to the 
public accounts committee, the PES-
CO had advertised 2,605 positions of 
assistant linemen, and the induction 
was finalized by conducting scruti-
ny and fulfilling the procedure. The 
report said that the appointment let-
ters were issued in February 2022 
to a total of 2,044 selected candi-
dates. Meanwhile, complaints were 
received against the appointments 
claiming that all the candidates were 
allegedly selected holding a “domi-
cile of the same district”. The report 
said the PESCO while advertising 
the vacancies did not mention the 

district-wise allocation, rather it was 
mentioned that 1,954 posts of ALM 
would be filled on open merit for 
competing candidates having domi-
cile of various districts under the op-
erational jurisdiction of PESCO. This 
clarification was given only for the 
purpose that after the FATA merger 
with the Khyber Pakhtunkhawa, the 
candidates of former FATA districts 
could be facilitated. Written tests 
were conducted, but the decision to 
issue appointment letters on the ba-
sis of a specific domicile of the dis-
trict was taken in February which 
changed the complexion of the in-
duction. Chairman PAC, in light of 
the findings of the investigation team 
and on the basis of facts explained in 
the report, annulled all appointments 
and ordered to initiate the legal ac-
tion against officials involved in the 
alleged scam. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Govern-
ment has authorized the utilization 
of 33 percent of total development 
funds during the first four months 
(July-October) of the current fiscal 
year under its annual Public Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP) 
2022-23. The government autho-
rized the disbursement of develop-
ment funds amounting to Rs 241.26 
billion out of a total allocation of Rs 
727 billion for various ongoing and 
new social sector uplift projects of 
the federal ministries and division in 
the first four months (July-October) 
of the fiscal year 2022-23. According 
to the disbursement mechanism of 
the Planning Division, the develop-
ment funds allocated in the federal 
budget are released at the rate of 
20% in the first quarter (July-Sep-
tember), followed by 30% each in 
the second and third quarters, and 
the remaining 20% in the last quar-
ter (April-June) of a fiscal year. Out 
of the total authorized/disbursed 
amount, the total amount spent on 
the development projects during the 
corresponding period stood at Rs 
98.8 billion. The government also au-
thorized/disbursed Rs 100 billion for 
the Earthquake Reconstruction and 
Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA), ac-
cording to the latest data released by 
the Ministry of Planning, Develop-
ment, and Reform. The detail shows 
that Rs 57.133 billion out of a total 

allocated amount of Rs 160.2 billion 
have been disbursed to corpora-
tions while Rs 184 billion have been 
disbursed to the federal ministries 
out of a total allocation of Rs 563. 
3 billion. For National Highway Au-
thority (NHA), the government has 
disbursed/authorized Rs 29.9 billion 
out of a total allocation of Rs 117.2 
billion, whereas for NTDC/PEPCO, 
the government has disbursed Rs 
27.2 billion. The federal government 
has also disbursed/authorized Rs 87 
billion out of a total allocation of Rs 
87 billion, however, only Rs 0.78 bil-
lion have been spent on the develop-
ment projects of the cabinet division 
so far. Similarly, the data shows that 
Rs 494 million has been disbursed to 
Aviation Division, and Rs 161 million 
have been disbursed to the board of 
Investment. The government also 
authorized the utilization of Rs 1.9 
billion for Climate Change Division 
out of which only Rs 38 million have 
been spent during the period under 
review. For Higher education Com-
mission (HEC), the government has 
authorized the release of Rs 17.78 
billion, Rs 25.2 billion for provinces 
and special areas, Rs 435 million for 
the Commerce Division, Rs 36 mil-
lion for the Communication Division 
(other than NHA), and Rs 445 million 
for Defense Division. Likewise, the 
government also disbursed Rs 286 
million to Finance Division. (APP)
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Saudi Aramco and TotalEnergies to build petrochemical complex 
in Saudi Arabia

Asian markets sink with Wall St on hawkish Fed outlook

Pakistani Worker’s remittances reach 2.1 US$ in Nov. 2022

Russia-Ukraine conflict casting negative impact on Pak economy: Meher Kashif

Libyan investors urged to explore vast investment  
opportunities in Pakistan

Finance Division contradicts Tribune story on TSA deadline

S.Korean banks’ loan delinquency ratio rises in October

Motorbike, three-wheeler sales decline by 34.24 % in 5 months

RIYADH: Energy firm Saudi Aramco 
has partnered with French oil giant 
TotalEnergies to build a petrochemi-
cal facility in Saudi Arabia with an es-
timated investment of around $11 bil-
lion. According to a joint press release, 
the petrochemical facility named 
‘Amiral’ will be owned, operated and 
integrated with the existing  Saudi Ar-
amco Total Refining and Petrochemi-
cal  refinery located in Jubail on the 
eastern coast of the Kingdom. The 

construction of the petrochemical fa-
cility is expected to begin in the first 
quarter of 2023 and the commercial 

operations will be kickstarted in 2027. 
The overall complex and its adjacent 
facilities are expected to create 7,000 
direct and indirect jobs, according to 
the release. The petrochemical facili-
ty will enable SATORP to convert in-
ternally produced refinery off-gasses 
and naphtha, as well as ethane and 
natural gasoline supplied by Aramco, 
into higher-value chemicals, helping 
to advance the firm’s liquids-to-chem-
icals strategy. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Asian equities fell 
Thursday after the Federal Reserve 
signaled US interest rates would go 
higher than expected and warned the 
world’s biggest economy would grow 
less than expected next year, fanning 
fears a recession is on the way. Trad-
ers took their lead from Wall Street, 
where a more hawkish statement 
than expected dented hopes the cen-
tral bank could soften its approach to 
fighting inflation. Markets had rallied 
after data on Tuesday showed the 
consumer price index rose less than 
forecast in November, marking a fifth 
straight slowdown and the lowest lev-

el since December last year. But the 
Fed appeared less inclined to accept 
that the recent figures were enough 
to indicate enough progress was be-
ing made. While it lifted rates by the 
expected 50 basis points — down 
from the previous four 75-point hikes 
— its “dot plot” of forecasts suggest-
ed it saw them top out next year at 
5.1 percent, higher than markets had 
predicted. “Fifty basis points is still 
a historically large increase, and we 
still have some ways to go,” Fed boss 
Jerome Powell told reporters after 
the announcement. He added that 
he “wouldn’t see us considering” any 

cuts until officials were happy that 
inflation was on track to its two per-
cent target. “It will take substantially 
more evidence to give confidence that 
inflation is on a sustained downward 
path,” he said. The Fed also cut its 
expectations for growth next year 
as it faced headwinds from the tight-
er monetary policies, stirring fresh 
warnings of a recession, which have 
weighed on equities for much of the 
year. But Powell said: “I don’t think 
anyone knows whether we’re going 
to have a recession or not, and if we 
do, whether it’s going to be a deep 
one or not.” (Agencies)

KARACHI: Workers’ remittances 
figured at $2.1 billion on November 
22. During Nov 2022, remittances 
decreased by 4.8 percent on month-
on-month basis and by 14.3 percent 
on year-on-year basis, says SBP state-

ment on Wednesday. With the cumu-
lative inflow of $ 12 billion from July 
to November 2022, the remittances 
decreased by 9.6 percent as compared 
to the same period last year. The re-
mittances inflows during November 

2022 were mainly sourced from Sau-
di Arabia ($498 million), the United 
Arab Emirates ($377.8 million), the 
United Kingdom ($299.1 million) and 
the United States of America ($229.4 
million). (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Federal 
Tax Ombudsman Meher Kashif You-
nis on Thursday urged the govern-
ment to facilitate the local industrial 
sector in order to achieve sustainable 
economic growth and social pros-
perity, besides averting the negative 
impacts facing the trade and busi-

nesses in the wake of Russia-Ukraine 
conflict. Speaking at a seminar on 
“Impact of Russia-Ukraine Conflict 
on Pakistan”, organized by Gold Ring 
Economic Forum, he said that in the 
post-conflict situation, the cost of dif-
ferent commodities including foods, 
raw materials and global transpor-

tation increased, which resulted in 
high inflation, low growth and supply 
chain disruptions across the world. 
He said supply chain disruptions are 
high and expected to remain a prom-
inent part of the business landscape 
well in 2023, said a press release. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Senate Chairman 
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani on 
Wednesday called upon Libyan 
investors to explore the vast in-
vestment opportunities existing in 
various sectors of economy in Pa-
kistan. Talking to a Libyan delega-
tion headed by Deputy Speaker of 
the House of Representatives Fawzi 
Al Nuwari, at Parliament House, 
Sanjrani said bilateral cooperation 
in various fields such as economic, 
trade, education and defense can 
be further strengthened by enhanc-
ing mutual cooperation. He said 
that the promotion of economic and 

parliamentary relations between 
the two countries would also bring 
significant progress in regional de-
velopment. Chairman said that the 
exchange of high-level delegations 
would expand the scope of coop-
eration between the two countries 

and hoped that the visit would 
prove to be an important precur-
sor in promoting people to people 
relations. He said Pakistani nation 
was looking forward for the visit 
of the President of Libya to Paki-
stan. Brotherly relations between 
Pakistan and Libya were based on 
mutual values ??and common eco-
nomic interests. He said that the 
agreement between Pakistan and 
Libya on visa-free travel on official 
and diplomatic passports should be 
implemented to enable the people 
of both countries to take benefit 
from it. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: A news story has 
been published in daily The Express 
Tribune, on 10-12-2022 with the ti-
tle “TSA deadline will be missed: 
IMF”. The story has been based on 
a draft report prepared by the IMF 
Technical Assistance Mission which 
visited Islamabad from October 3 to 
10, 2022. The news story contains 
incorrect data, wrong and baseless 
information and miss-interpretation 
of the facts and records, said a press 
release issued here. It is clarified that 

Finance Division with the technical 
support of the International Devel-
opment Partners including IMF has 
undertaken significant structural re-
forms in the field of public financial 
management in the Federal Govern-
ment. Implementation of Treasury 
Single Account (TSA) is one of such 
reforms where the IMF has been 
providing comprehensive Technical 
Assistance for capacity building, 
design, scope and execution in line 
with the International Best Practic-

es. It is also highlighted that the sub-
ject newspaper story is based on an 
IMF report which is still at the draft 
stage and discussions are in prog-
ress between Finance Division and 
the IMF. The IMF draft report has 
acknowledged major strides made 
by the Government of Pakistan in 
the implementation of challenging 
public financial management re-
forms including TSA. This aspect 
has been conveniently ignored in 
the news story. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korean banks’ loan 
delinquency ratio rose in October 
due to higher interest rates, finan-
cial watchdog data showed Thurs-
day. Bank loans, overdue at least 
one month, stood at 0.24 percent 
of the total at the end of October, 
up 0.03 percentage points from a 
month earlier, according to Finan-
cial Supervisory Service (FSS). It 
came as the country’s central bank 

has raised its policy rate since Au-
gust last year from a record low of 
0.50 percent to 3.25 percent. De-
spite the interest rate hikes, the 
bad debt ratio remained relatively 
low as the government encouraged 
banks to extend maturity for loans 
to small merchants and microbusi-
nesses affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Banks settled 600 billion 
won (461 million U.S. dollars) of 

non-performing loans in the cited 
month, lower than the new delin-
quent loans worth 1.2 trillion won 
(923 million dollars). Delinquen-
cy ratio for bank corporate loans 
rose 0.03 percentage points from 
a month earlier to 0.26 percent at 
the end of October, and the ratio 
for household loans added 0.03 
percentage points to 0.22 percent. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The sale of motor-
bikes and three-wheelers witnessed 
a decrease of 34.24 percent during 
the first five months of the current 
fiscal year (2022-23) as compared 
to the corresponding period of last 
year. During the period under re-
view, as many as 523,354 motor-
bikes and three-wheelers were sold 
in July-November (2022-23) against 

the sale of 795,943 units in July- 
November (2021-22), showing a 
decline of 34.24 percent, according 
to the Pakistan automobile Manu-
facturing Association (PAMA). The 
sale of Honda motorcycles went 
down 22.33 percent from 563,575 
units in last year to 437,708 units 
during the current year. However, 
the sale of Suzuki motorcycles wit-

nessed an increase of 17 percent 
from 14,915 units to 17,450 units. 
Similarly, the sale of Yamaha motor-
bikes decreased from 9,962 units to 
5,796 decreasing by 41. 81 percent 
while the sale of Ravi motorbikes 
witnessed a sharp decline of 84.56 
percent from 1,911 units to 295 units 
during the period under review.  
(Agencies)

US Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Ban TikTok

Singapore’s labor market continues  
to improve in Q3

EU meets facing subsidy race  
with US in trade spat

Malaysian economy to moderate in 2023: 
Economists

US Twitter influencers charged with $114m 
stock manipulation scheme

FLORIDA: Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Flor-
ida, on Tuesday introduced bipartisan 
legislation that would ban the popular 
app TikTok from operating within the 
United States over national security 
concerns. Rubio’s bill—the Averting 
the National Threat of Internet Sur-
veillance, Oppressive Censorship and 
Influence, and Algorithmic Learning 
by the Chinese Communist Party, or 
ANTI-SOCIAL CCP Act—already has 
bipartisan support in the House, with 
Reps. Mike Gallagher, R-Wis., and 
Raja Krishnamoorthi, D-Ill., authoring 
companion legislation. “The federal 
government has yet to take a single 
meaningful action to protect Ameri-
can users from the threat of TikTok,” 
Rubio said in a statement. “This isn’t 

about creative videos—this is about 
an app that is collecting data on tens 
of millions of American children and 
adults every day. We know it’s used to 
manipulate feeds and influence elec-
tions. We know it answers to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. There is no 
more time to waste on meaningless ne-
gotiations with a CCP-puppet compa-
ny. It is time to ban Beijing-controlled 
TikTok for good.” TikTok is owned by 
Chinese parent company ByteDance. 
Numerous federal officials, including 
FBI Director Chris Wray, have testified 
that the Chinese Communist Party has 
authority over all Chinese companies, 
which “allows them to manipulate 
content, and if they want to, to use it 
for influence operations.” (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s labor mar-
ket continued to improve in the third 
quarter of 2022, the Labor Market 
Report Third Quarter 2022 released 
by the Ministry of Manpower said on 
Thursday. The report said that Singa-
pore’s total employment continued to 
expand robustly in the third quarter 
by 75,900, more than the 66,500 in the 
previous quarter, with employment 
increases observed for both non-resi-
dents and residents. Singapore’s sea-
sonally-adjusted overall unemploy-
ment rate hit 2.1 percent in September, 
and dipped slightly to two percent in 
October. Its seasonally-adjusted resi-
dent unemployment rate and citizen 
unemployment rate were 2.9 percent 

and 3.1 percent respectively in Sep-
tember, and fell to 2.8 percent and 3 
percent respectively in October. On 
the other hand, with rising total em-
ployment as well as significant un-
certainties in the economic outlook, 
the total number of job vacancies 
decreased in September to 108,200. 
The report said that there are signs 
that the momentum of improvements 
in the labor market could slow in the 
quarters ahead. It added that the num-
ber of retrenchments was 1,120 in the 
third quarter, which remained below 
pre-pandemic levels, but has trended 
higher with on-going restructuring in 
the Information and Communications 
sector. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: EU leaders meeting in 
Brussels on Thursday will focus on a 
trade dispute with key ally the Unit-
ed States that threatens to trigger a 
subsidy race between the economic 
superpowers. European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen sent a letter 
ahead of the summit urging leaders to 
back a plan to compete with billions of 
dollars in new US subsidies and tax cuts 
for car makers. Brussels views the “Buy 
American” condition for purchasers of 
electric vehicles mainly made in the 
United States as discriminatory against 
European car manufacturers. It is also 
concerned Washington’s plan will drain 
investment from the EU to the Unit-
ed States and that they violate World 
Trade Organization (WTO) rules. But, 
with US President Joe Biden refusing 
to change course beyond some prom-
ised “tweaks”, the commission is now 
looking to match the US move by loos-
ening its own state aid rules and boost-
ing public investment in cleaner energy. 

Von der Leyen said the e-vehicle subsi-
dies contained in a broader US Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) “risk un-levelling 
the playing field and discriminating 
against European companies”. The EU 
emphasises its close cooperation with 
the United States – especially on sup-
porting Ukraine and fighting climate 
change. But it is worried Washington 
is working up a trade advantage over 
it while it was going through an ener-
gy crunch, economic headwinds and 
was still recovering from the corona-
virus pandemic. German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, whose country is the EU’s 
main car exporter, said Wednesday that 
Europe was united in the dispute, but 
should solve it through talks “rather 
than a big conflict”. Commission Vice 
President Margrethe Vestager told the 
European Parliament the US move 
was “counter-productive in terms of 
climate and sustainability… it’s also a 
violation of international trade rules”.  
(Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian 
economy will moderate in 2023 amid 
challenging external conditions and 
slowing domestic demand, econo-
mists said. The Maybank Investment 
Bank Research said in its recent report 
that it expects Malaysia’s full-year 
growth to moderate to 4 percent in 
2023 from 2022’s growth forecast of 8 
percent, mainly reflecting moderation 
in domestic demand. The research 
house sees slower growth in private 
consumption next year as pent-up 
spending from full economic re-open-
ing dissipates, compounded by the ef-
fects of high inflation and high interest 
rates on cost of living and real dispos-
able income. It also sees moderation 
in public consumption growth in line 
with the lower government operat-
ing expenditure allocation in Budget 
2023. In addition, it said the outlook 
of slower global economic growth re-

sults in exports and imports of goods 
and services slumping. Meanwhile, 
MIDF Research foresees Malaysia’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth 
to moderate to 4.2 percent for 2023 
mainly due to deceleration in exter-
nal trade performances as a result of 
slower global demand. “We foresee 
the global economy to experience 
slowdown rather than recession for 
next year. Due to higher interest rates 
and elevated inflationary pressure, de-
mand conditions in the United States 
and the European Union will dampen 
next year,” MIDF Research said in its 
recent report. According to the re-
search house, Malaysia’s real exports 
growth is projected to slow to 2.8 per-
cent from the 2022 growth estimate of 
12.5 percent, partially supported by 
improving services exports given the 
expectation of a more robust tourism 
activity. (Agencies)

 LONDON: Eight social media influ-
encers have been charged with con-
spiracy to commit securities fraud by 
exploiting their status to manipulate 
stock prices and net $114 million. If 
found guilty, the eight men, aged 23 
to 38, each face a maximum of 25 
years in prison. The US Securities 
and Exchange Commission and the 
Department of Justice jointly an-
nounced the charges in a news re-
lease on Wednesday, highlighting that 
the defendants “promoted themselves 
as successful traders’ on Twitter and 

Discord. The Twitter influencers had 
a total following of 1.5 million, which 
they used alongside messaging plat-
form Discord to hype market-traded 
securities without disclosing plans to 
sell once the prices surged, reported 
BBC News citing prosecutors. Seven 
were also charged with other finan-
cial crimes in the alleged pump-and-
dump scheme. The alleged scheme 
ran between January 2020 and April 
2022. The SEC complaint includes vi-
olations of the Securities Act and the 
Securities Exchange Act. (Agencies)
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LONDON: Former Wimbledon cham-
pion Boris Becker is set to be issued 
with deportation orders from the 
United Kingdom following his re-
lease from prison after a conviction 
for hiding assets during a bankrupt-
cy investigation. Becker, who at 17 
became the youngest-ever winner at 
Wimbledon, served eight months of a 
two-and-a-half year sentence after he 
was found to have obscured £2.5 mil-
lion ($3.08 million) from investigators. 
The German was released from cus-
tody earlier than expected, as it was 
believed that he would be required to 
serve half of his term at lower security 
Huntercombe Prison and, before then, 
Wandsworth Prison in London. Beck-
er has lived in the UK since 2012. But 
according to reports, the 55-year-old 
is set to be evicted from the UK after 
qualifying for automatic deportation 
due to being sentenced to a jail term 
in excess of 12 months, and the fact 

that he does not have British citizen-
ship. Becker declared bankruptcy in 
2017 amid reported debts in excess 
of £50 million ($61.5 million) and was 
found to have transferred large sums 
to other accounts, as well as failing to 
declare a residence of his in Germany. 
He was also convicted of hiding shares 
he had purchased in a tech firm. Beck-
er denied the charges against him, He 
noted in his defense that he has parted 
with vast sums of money due to a di-
vorce settlement, as well as what was 
described as “expensive lifestyle com-
mitments.” (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: You may be tempted to give 
up on something that does not seem 
to be progressing as quickly as you 
would like but don’t be hasty. The 
planets strongly suggest you are about 
to make a breakthrough, one that will 
make all your efforts well worthwhile.
– TAURUS: Cosmic activity in your fel-
low Earth sign of Capricorn will help 
you make things happen between 
now and the weekend but will they 
be the right things? That depends on 
how clued in you are to other people’s 
needs as well as your own.
– GEMINI: You can sense that some-
thing big is about to happen but be-
cause you cannot work out what 
that might be you are probably a bit 
apprehensive. There’s no need to be 
worried. The planets indicate that the 
bigger the change the more you will 
enjoy it.
– CANCER: You like to give people 
the benefit of the doubt, even when 
you reckon they don’t really deserve it, 
but if you are too forgiving today you 
could put yourself at a disadvantage. 
Some sins cannot be overlooked, espe-
cially those that cost you money.
– LEO: If there is something that needs 
to be said then it’s probably going to 
have to be you who says it, not be-
cause it’s your responsibility but be-
cause you are the only one with the 

courage to speak up. The powers that 
be will NOT intimidate you.
– VIRGO: There is plenty of good news 
coming your way at the moment and 
that’s likely to continue over the next 
48 hours and into the weekend. Just 
be careful you don’t start believing 
that nothing can possibly go wrong, 
because that’s when it most likely will!
– LIBRA: You cannot be on top of your 
game every day of the week, so if you 
feel a bit run down over the next 24 
hours be kind to yourself and take a 
much-needed break. You won’t just be 
feeling tired physically but mentally 
and emotionally too.
– SCORPIO: You seem to be under 
a lot of pressure at the moment but 
in a way that’s good because you do 
your best work when racing against 
the clock. Few signs are as mentally 
strong as Scorpio, so show your rivals 
what they are up against.
– SAGITTARIUS: By all means make 
an effort to impress employers and se-
nior colleagues today but don’t force 
it to the point that it seems unnatural. 
What important people value most 
about you is your spontaneity, so be 
yourself if you want rewards and ap-
plause.
– CAPRICORN: Something that has 
been worrying you intensely these 
past few days has almost no chance 
of actually occurring and the sooner 
you get your head around that fact the 
sooner you can move on and focus on 
more important matters. Make that 
happen today.
– ACQUARIUS: You treasure your 
freedom and have no intention of let-
ting other people limit what you do or 
say, but you need to remember that it 
works both ways. You may disapprove 
of someone’s views but you have no 
right to censor them. Debate those 
views instead.
– PISCES: You need to tone down your 
act a bit. You have been so full of your-
self of late that friends and colleagues 
have found you a joy to be around, but 
now it’s time to get serious. 
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ICT to hold board games 
championship on Dec 17

ISLAMABAD: The first-ever Chief 
Commissioner Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) board games championship 
would be organized on December 17 
(Saturday). According to Metropolitan 
Corporation of Islamabad (MCI) focal 
person Dr M Abdullah Tabassum, the 
champion would commence at 9:30 
a.m. and culminate at 4 p.m. at Art and 
Craft Village, where citizens of twin cit-
ies can participate in Ludo, Carrom and 
other board games. He said the pre-reg-
istration process had already started, 
with more than 200 participants to be 
part of this championship. “Participants 
can also avail on-spot registration, be-
fore the start of the event”, he added. 
Chief Commissioner ICT captain (Rtd) 
Muhammad Usman Younis along with 
Deputy Commissioner Islamabad Irfan 
Nawaz Memon would distribute cash 
prizes, medals and trophies among the 
winners. “Scrabble and chess games 
would also feature in the board games 
champions, eager participants can reg-
ister in under 10, 15 junior categories, 
above 20 (boys & girls) and masters 
category for men and women,” he in-
formed. Earlier, under the Commission-
er’s patronage, colorful martial arts, 
football, chess, boxing, and scrabble 
championships were also organized, 
which were participated by top athletes 
from the twin cities. (Agencies)

Australia brace for S. African pace in first Test since ‘Sandpaper-gate’ series

Men’s T20 WC 2022 breaks digital engagement records,  
live streaming milestones

BRISBANE: Australia will face one 
of cricket’s most hostile pace attacks 
when they play South Africa at Test 
level from Saturday for the first time 
since the infamous “Sandpaper-gate” 
series. The tourists boast fast bowl-
ers Kagiso Rabada, Anrich Nortje, 
Lungi Ngidi and Marco Jansen – all 
capable of firing 140 kph (90 mph) 
rockets down the wicket at the Gab-

ba in Brisbane. That’s in stark con-
trast to the West Indies, who failed to 
trouble the hosts in a 164-run defeat 
at Perth followed by a 419-run ham-
mering in Adelaide last week. Steve 
Smith, who will hand back the Aus-
tralian captaincy to a fit-again Pat 
Cummins, said meeting South Africa 
would be a “good challenge”. “Hope-
fully we can continue the way we’ve 

started the summer,” said Smith, 
who will pad up against the visitors 
for the first time in red-ball cricket 
since he was sent home in disgrace 
after the cheating row of 2018. Aus-
tralia’s attempts to alter the ball us-
ing sandpaper in a Cape Town Test 
rocked world cricket. Smith and Da-
vid Warner were banned for a year in 
the fallout. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) today an-
nounced that the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2022 saw 6.58 billion vid-
eo views across all ICC platforms, 
surpassing the Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2021 record by 65% and mak-
ing it the most digitally engaged ICC 
event ever. It also recorded strong 
TV broadcasting figures across the 
world, especially in host nation Aus-
tralia and in the UK on the back of 
England’s success, demonstrating 
the power of cricket and ICC events 
to aggregate a huge global audience 
and engage new and existing fans.  
The positive digital numbers reflect 

the ICC’s commitment to bring fans 
closer to the event whether it was 
showcasing Australia through the 
‘Big Time Preview Shows’ or collab-
orating with the participating Mem-
bers to take fans inside the dress-
ing room, such as this Babar Azam 

speech after the loss to India or into a 
nets session with Rohit Sharma. The 
ICC’s partnership with Meta included 
the launch of the Reels Squad featur-
ing high profile creators from India 
reaching tens of millions of cricket 
- and non-cricket - audiences with 
entertaining skits featuring key play-
ers. This unique content included a 
Hindi piece featuring Kagiso Rabada 
that attracted 28 million views. The 
partnership with Meta drove repeat 
engagement, with more than 6.1 bil-
lion video views registered from fans 
across the ICC’s Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages, a more than 50% in-
crease on the 2021 event. (Agencies)

Tennis legend Boris Becker  to be deported from UK

Croatia’s veteran playmaker Luka 
Modric was “hit really hard” by his 
team’s defeat to Argentina in Tues-
day’s World Cup semifinal, according 
to the team’s manager Zlatko Dal-
ic. The 37-year-old Modric made his 

161st appearance for his country in the 
final four match where an inspired Ar-
gentina beat Croatia 3-0 to book a spot 
in Sunday’s final. That loss leaves Cro-
atia with a third-place playoff against 
Morocco on Saturday, and it is unclear 

whether Modric will play any more for 
the national team after the World Cup. 
The 10-time Croatian footballer of the 
year won the Ballon D’or and the FIFA 
Golden Ball in 2018 as he captained 
his national team to the World Cup fi-
nal – which they lost 4-2 to France. On 
Tuesday, Modric was taken off late in 
the second half to a standing ovation 
from both Croatian and Argentinian 
fans. The optics raised questions about 
whether it was a final goodbye, with 
the Real Madrid midfielder hugging 
each of his teammates as he traipsed 
off the pitch. Dalic has suggested that 
he would like the current Croatian 
side, with Modric at the helm, to re-
main together until the 2024 European 
Championships. “We have had a great 
team, and this generation will finish 
off their career at Euro 2024”, Dalic 
said at a press conference on Tuesday. 
“We have the Nations League and an 
excellent generation who reached two 
semifinals”, he added. (Agencies)

Modric ‘hit hard’ by World Cup defeat

Renault-owned Alpine had a cheeky re-
sponse when four of their Formula One 
rivals replaced bosses in a managerial 
merry-go-round this week. Alpine post-
ed a picture on Instagram of principal 
Otmar Szafnauer, who was appoint-
ed on February 17, holding a mobile 
and looking quizzical. “Checking your 
phone and realizing you are the fifth 
longest tenured team principal in F1 
after only nine months in charge,” read 
the caption.Ferrari, Alfa Romeo, McLar-
en and Williams have all announced 
p ostseason departures and/or arrivals 
this week in the sort of upheaval usual-
ly featuring drivers rather than bosses. 
Szafnauer is in fact the sixth longest 
in his current job, with Aston Martin’s 
Mike Krack just ahead of him after be-
ing appointed on January 14, but a point 
was made. Only four of the 10 principals 
have been in position for more than a 
year, with Red Bull’s Christian Horner 
leading the way. The Briton, now 49, 
was the youngest of all when he arrived 
in 2005. Toto Wolff has been in charge 
at Mercedes since 2013. The other long-
timers are  AlphaTauri’s Franz Tost, ap-
pointed in 2006 when the team changed 
from Minardi to Toro Rosso, and Netflix 
star Guenther Steiner at Haas since 

they entered in 2016. There was a time 
when principals were team founders or 
owners - men like Frank Williams, Enzo 
Ferrari, Colin Chapman and Ken Tyrrell 
- who made up the membership of the 
paddock “Piranha Club.” Their meet-
ings were the distillation of paddock 
politics, a clash of vested interests and 
powerful egos, but times have changed. 
Wolff is the only one of the current crop 
who is also a team co-owner, with a third 
share. The others are effectively em-
ployees, more like football managers, 
contracted to produce results or face the 
consequences. They are the ones in the 
spotlight, standing in front of the camer-
as and appearing in news conferences, 
but the real power rests elsewhere. Ca-
nadian billionaire Lawrence Stroll calls 
the shots at Aston Martin, Frenchman 
Laurent Rossi is CEO of Alpine F1 and 
American Zak Brown is CEO of Mc-
Laren Racing. Ferrari’s Fredric Vasseur 
reports to company Chairman John 
Elkann and Chief Executive Benedetto 
Vigna. The Frenchman is now on his 
third F1 team. Andreas Siedl, who has 
moved from McLaren to Alfa Romeo as 
Vasseur’s replacement, now has Swed-
ish billionaire Finn Rausing as group 
chairman (Agencies)

After drivers, Formula 1 team bosses 
get on the merry-go-round

TOKYO: Athletes competing in the 
newly introduced Olympic sports 
of BMX freestyle, karate and skate-
boarding suffered some of the highest 
rates of injuries at the Tokyo Games, 
new research showed Wednesday. The 
three new events were among the top 
five with the most injuries at the 2020 
Summer Olympics, which was held in 
2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Boxing and BMX racing had the high-
est rates, with 27 percent of compet-
itors getting injured, according to a 

study carried out by researchers from 
the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC). Next came the new events of 
BMX freestyle, which had 22 percent 
of its athletes injured, followed by 
 skateboarding with 21 percent and 
karate with 19 percent, said the study 
published in the British Journal of 
Sports Medicine. Other new events 
had fewer injuries, including sport 
climbing with a rate of 15 percent, 
surfing with 13 percent and 3x3 bas-
ketball with 11 percent. (Agencies)

New Olympic sports had high rate of injuries in 
Tokyo: research

NEW YORK: Andy Murray was 
named as the 2022 Arthur Ashe Hu-
manitarian Award recipient in recog-
nition of his support for humanitarian 
efforts in Ukraine following Russia’s 
invasion of its neighbour, with the 
former world No 1 raising more than 
US$630,000. Briton Murray, a three-
times Grand Slam champion, said in 
March he would donate all his prize 
money won from tournaments in the 
year towards aid efforts for children 
affected by the war, which Russia has 
called a “special military operation”. 
“Houses were bombed and families 
were displaced,” Murray said in a 
statement. “Young children were af-
fected by this, with many injured and 
in some cases dying. I wasn’t sure 
what I could do to help. “I decided 
that from Indian Wells onwards, I 
would donate my prize money for 
the rest of the season to Unicef’s hu-
manitarian response – the final total 
was just over $630,000. “It seemed 
like something that would give me 
some extra motivation this year. I 
thought I could also raise awareness 
and hopefully get others involved in 
helping, too.” Murray’s individual to-
tal falls just below a joint donation of 
US$700,000 made by the ATP, WTA, 
ITF as well as the four Grand Slams 
earlier this year. Former world No 
1 Roger Federer had also donated 

US$500,000. “There are 7.5 million 
children in Ukraine and after more 
than nine months of increased con-
flict, 5.2 million of them are in need of 
assistance,” Murray said. “When you 
see images of children on the news 
who were impacted … that makes it 
even more difficult to stomach. I have 
four young children who are fortu-
nate everything is fine with them … 
But being a parent, it affects you dif-
ferently.” Tatyana Fannouch, a Unicef 
Programme Specialist said from Kro-
pyvnytskyi, Ukraine, that Murray’s 
donation meant they could provided 
medical supplies and services to chil-
dren including those who fled their 
homes for safety. “We’ve reached 
vulnerable families in hard-to-reach 
areas with life-saving supplies and 
protection services. For all this sup-
port that you (Murray) provided for 
the children of Ukraine, thank you,” 
Fannouch said. (Agencies)

Murray receives Arthur Ashe award for 
Ukraine relief effort

Nasser Hussain asks 
England to sweep series 

against Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: British cricket com-
mentator and former England captain 
Nasser Hussain has urged England to 
focus on trying to sweep Pakistan 3-0 
in Karachi rather than pick a side with 
next summer’s Ashes in mind. England 
completed a series victory over Paki-
stan by winning the second Test in Mul-
tan on Monday, a week after triumph-
ing in the series opener in Rawalpindi. 
The tourists could potentially hand a 
debut to 18-year-old leg-spinner Rehan 
Ahmed in the final fixture. (Agencies)
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SAN FRANCISCO: A Twitter ac-
count that tracked flights of Elon 
Musk’s private jet was grounded on 
Wednesday despite the billionaire’s 
talk of free speech. “Well it appears 
ElonJet is suspended,” creator Jack 
Sweeney tweeted from his personal 
JxckSweeney account. The account 
was in action briefly later in the day, 
after Twitter sent out word that it up-

dated its policy to prohibit tweets, in 
most cases, from giving away some-
one’s location in real time. “Yes I am 
back!” read a tweet fired off by Elon-
Jet, which added a link to versions of 
the flight tracking account at other 
social networks such as Instagram, 
Facebook and Mastodon “just in 
case.” A short time later attempts to 
reach ElonJet, as well as Sweeney’s 
personal Twitter account, were met 
with messages that both were sus-
pended. Musk’s jet “flew from LA 
to Austin last night after my account 
was suspended on Twitter,” he said 
in an Instagram post. “Any account 
doxxing real-time location info of 
anyone will be suspended, as it is a 
physical safety violation,” Musk said 
in a tweet. (Agencies)

TBILISI: Georgia’s jailed ex-presi-
dent Mikheil Saakashvili called off 
a hunger strike he had announced 
a few hours earlier Wednesday over 
the authorities’ failure to ensure 
a video link between the hospital 
where he is being held and his court 
hearing. Saakashvili has been a key 
figure of politics in the ex-Soviet 
Caucasus country for two decades 
and his latest protest put pressure 
on a long-running standoff with 
the political rivals who jailed him. 
The 54-year-old was transferred 
to hospital last year after an initial 
50-day hunger strike to protest his 
jailing, which rights groups and al-
lies abroad have said was politically 
motivated. Saakashvili’s lawyers had 
requested the deferral of his prison 
sentence on abuse of office charges, 

pointing to his poor health. A court 
hearing over their demand due ear-
lier Wednesday was postponed af-
ter authorities failed to provide a 
video link between the courtroom 
and Saakashvili’s hospital. His law-
yer Dito Sadzaglishvili told AFP on 
Wednesday that “Mikheil Saakashvi-
li went on a hunger strike, demand-
ing he be allowed to take part in the 
court hearings by video link.”  Later 
in the evening Saakashvili called off 
the hunger strike, after an appeal 
by a group of European Parliament 
members. “I have now received a 
message from the MEPs categori-
cally asking me to stop the hunger 
strike at this stage” so as to not give 
the authorities a pretext to accuse 
him of self-harm, he said in a written 
message seen by AFP.(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: President Joe 
Biden said Wednesday that Ameri-
ca should feel collective “guilt” for 
its failure to tackle gun violence, as 
the country marks 10 years since 
its worst-ever school shooting, at 
Sandy Hook Elementary. “We have 
a moral obligation to pass and en-
force laws that can prevent these 
things from happening again,” 
Biden said in a statement. “I am 
determined to ban assault weap-
ons and high-capacity magazines 
like those used at Sandy Hook,” he 
said. The massacre in Newtown, 
Connecticut left 20 children and six 
adults dead in a five-minute shoot-

ing spree by a young man named 
Adam Lanza, who was armed with 
an AR-15 military-style assault ri-
fle. Lanza later killed himself. The 
shooting shocked America and the 
world, sparked heightened security 
measures at schools, and renewed 
a contentious fight for gun control 
laws that continues a decade later. 
After 19 children and two teachers 
were shot dead at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde, Texas, in May this 
year, Congress passed legislation 
expanding background checks and 
reinforcing measures to get fire-
arms out of the hands of potentially 
dangerous people. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister 
Ishaq Dar on Thursday announced 
slashing prices of petroleum prod-
ucts by up to Rs10 per litre for the 
next fortnight. Petrol and diesel will 
now be available at Rs214.80 and 
Rs227.82 per litre, respectively, after 
a reduction of Rs10 and Rs7.5 per li-
tre. Dar, in a video address, revealed 
that the decision has been taken in 
line with Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s desire to provide “maximum 

relief to the people”. He further an-
nounced that after a decline of Rs10 
per litre the price of kerosene oil 
and light diesel oil has been further 
reduced to Rs171.83 and Rs169 per 
litre, respectively.
The new prices after reducation are:
1) Petrol: Rs214.80
2) Diesel: Rs227.80
3) Kerosene oil: Rs171.83
4) Light diesel oil: Rs169
(Agencies)
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Suspect in Paul Pelosi assault also targeted Tom Hanks, court hears
SAN FRANCISCO: The man accused 
of attacking US House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi’s husband with a hammer 
had a list of future targets that includ-
ed Hollywood superstar Tom Hanks, 
a US court heard Wednesday. David 
DePape told police he had intended 
to kidnap the Democratic Party’s top 
politician in Congress and get her to 
admit to “lies” or he would smash 
her kneecaps. But when he broke 
into her San Francisco home in Oc-
tober, he instead found her 82-year-
old husband Paul Pelosi, and after 
what he told officers was a “pretty 

amicable” exchange, bludgeoned 
him with a hammer. San Francisco 
Superior Court Judge Stephen Mur-
phy ruled Wednesday that there was 
enough evidence for 42-year-old De-
Pape, a Canadian former public nu-
dity activist, to stand trial over the 
assault, which left Paul Pelosi with 
a fractured skull. The defendant 
has denied the charges of attempted 
murder, assault with a deadly weap-
on, elder abuse, residential burglary, 
false imprisonment and threatening 
the life of or causing serious bodi-
ly harm to a public official. DePape 

told investigators he was looking at 
other high-profile targets as well as 
Nancy Pelosi, the court heard.These 
included Hanks, California Governor 
Gavin Newsom and Hunter Biden, 
the son of President Joe Biden and 
the frequent target of rightwing con-
spiracy theorists. At Wednesday’s 
hearing, prosecutors played parts of 
an interview DePape gave to inves-
tigators after his arrest.The suspect 
said he had told Paul Pelosi that he 
had no intention of surrendering, the 
San Francisco Chronicle reported. 
(Agencies)

Shallow 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake jolts Taiwan

Heavy snow hits  
S.Korea’s central regions

Ethiopian Islamic Supreme 
Council Chairman Visits 
King Abdulaziz Complex

for Holy Kaaba Kiswa

Five dead in attack on  
Colombia-Ecuador border

EU agrees to grant Kosovo 
visitors visa-free travel

French prosecutors search 
Macron’s party offices

TAIPEI: A 6.2-magnitude earthquake 
struck off Taiwan’s eastern coast on 
Thursday, the island’s weather bu-
reau said, with shaking felt in the 
capital Taipei. The quake hit just 
after midday (0400 GMT) about 30 
kilometres (19 miles) off the coast of 
Hualien County at a shallow depth 
of six kilometres. The US Geological 
Survey reported a lower 5.9-magni-
tude reading and a depth of 12 ki-
lometres. There were no immediate 
reports of damage or casualties. Tai-
wan is regularly hit by earthquakes 
as the island lies near the junction 
of two tectonic plates. Some earth-
quakes of 6.0 or more can prove 
deadly, although much depends on 
where the quake strikes and at what 
depth. An AFP reporter in Taipei said 
the shaking in the capital felt less in-
tense than previous earthquakes this 
year. A much stronger 6.9-magnitude 
tremor struck Taiwan’s eastern coast 
in September, killing one person and 
bringing down a handful of build-
ings. (Agencies)

SEOUL: Heavy snow hit South Ko-
rea’s central regions on Thursday as 
heavy snow advisories were issued 
for the regions. As of 1:00 p.m. local 
time (0400 GMT), 2 to 3 cm of snow 
per hour was falling in the western 
parts of the Seoul metropolitan area, 
according to the Korea Meteorologi-
cal Administration (KMA). Dangjin, 
about 80 km south of Seoul, saw 
6 cm of snowfall, while Hwaseong 
in Gyeonggi province surrounding 
the capital city met 3.9 cm of snow-
fall. Seoul received 1.1 cm of snow, 
and 3.8 cm of snow fell in Yanggu 
of the eastern Gangwon province.  
(Agencies)

MAKKAH: The Chairman of the 
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs 
of the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia, Dr. Haji Ibrahim Tofa 
paid Wednesday a visit to King Ab-
dulaziz Complex for Holy Kaaba 
Kiswa (Cover). Dr. Tofa watched 
the visual display of the Holy Kaa-
ba Kiswa, the stages of its manu-
facture and replacement, as well as 
learning about the mechanism of 
embroidery and sewing the golden 
pieces that adorn the Kiswa, which 
requires a great deal of craftsman-
ship and remarkable excellence in 
manual work. The Chairman of the 
Ethiopian Islamic Supreme Council 
praised the great efforts made by 
the government of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques in serving 
the Two Holy Mosques and their pil-
grims and the covering of the Holy 
Kaaba in particular and overcoming 
all means of comfort in the service 
of pilgrims and Umrah performers. 
(Agencies)

BOGOT:Gunmen killed five people 
in southern Colombia on the bor-
der with Ecuador, authorities said 
on Wednesday. Attackers on motor-
bikes opened fire indiscriminately at 
a group of eight people on Tuesday 
night, said Putumayo department 
police chief colonel Jorge Salinas. 
Five people died at the scene and 
the other three, including two wom-
en, were injured, Salinas told a local 
radio station. The area of the attack 
was known to be frequented by drug 
addicts. Police suspect a faction of 
dissidents of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
rebels called the Border Comman-
dos to be behind the attack. Marx-
ist FARC guerrillas signed a peace 
treaty with the government in De-
cember 2016 to end a half centry of 
conflict with the state and create a 
communist political party. But some 
dissidents refused to lay down their 
arms and continue to carry out at-
tacks on the armed forces and ci-
vilians, while mostly funding their 
campaign through drug trafficking.
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: European Union mem-
ber states and the EU parliament 
agreed Wednesday on a plan to al-
low visitors from Kosovo to enter 
the bloc without visas. Statements 
from parliament and the European 
Council said new rules allowing two 
90 day visits a year would go into 
effect before January 1, 2024. The 
long sought-after deal came on the 
same day as leaders from Kosovo — 
which is recognised as a state by all 
but five EU members — applied to 
join the bloc. Kosovo is the last of 
the six countries in the Western Bal-
kans to not have an EU visa waiv-
er, and the only one whose mem-
bership bid has yet to be accepted. 
“This is a very important moment 
for its European future,” said Dutch 
MEP Thijs Reuten, who led the par-
liament’s team in the rules negotia-
tions. (Agencies)

PARIS: French prosecutors said 
Wednesday that they had searched 
the headquarters of President Em-
manuel Macron’s Renaissance party 
in their investigation into the use 
of consulting firms by the govern-
ment since 2017. The Paris offices 
of US consulting giant McKinsey 
were also searched on Tuesday, the 
National Financial Prosecutors’ Of-
fice said, confirming a report in Le 
Parisien newspaper. The use of con-
sultants by Macron’s governments 
came under the spotlight in March 
after a French Senate inquiry con-
cluded that public spending on them 
had more than doubled from 2018 
to 2021, during Macron’s first term. 
(Agencies)
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Four dead, dozens rescued from capsized migrant boat in Channel
LONDON: At least four people 
died when a small boat apparently 
packed with migrants capsized in 
freezing temperatures in the Chan-
nel overnight, the UK government 
said on Wednesday. Dozens of oth-
ers were plucked from the waters of 
one of the world´s busiest shipping 
lanes in a large-scale rescue opera-
tion involving UK and French emer-
gency services. UK Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak, who is trying to tight-

en rules to prevent record numbers 
of migrants from attempting the 
crossing, called the capsize a “tragic 
loss of human life”. Interior minister 
Suella Braverman said the fatalities 
-- and the loss of 27 lives in Novem-
ber last year -- were “the most so-
bering reminder” of the need to cut 
off the route. “Crossing the Channel 
in unseaworthy vessels is lethally 
dangerous,” she told parliament, 
promising closer cooperation with 

the French authorities. The Public 
and Commercial Services (PCS) 
union, which counts Border Force 
and Coastguard staff involved in 
the rescue as members, said Braver-
man “should resign in disgrace”. 
The charity Refugee Action said the 
deaths were “predictable and avoid-
able”, while the Care4Calais group 
called the UK’s failure to make safe 
routes available “utterly shameful”. 
(Agencies)

COMMANDER  
ESTATES

Property Consultants

Lt Cdr (R)

Asmat Ullah Tariq 
CEO

Authorized Dealer for

- DHA Peshawar
- New Peshawar Valley

0345-8282666

0336-8282666

UG-356 Deans Trade  
Center, Peshawar Cantt.

commanderestates@gmail.com

ICC to rule on appeal by Ugandan former child soldier

Senegal orders release of journalist on hunger strike

Twitter suspends account tracking Elon Musk’s plane

Georgia’s jailed ex-leader Saakashvili declares,  
then calls off hunger strike

Biden calls gun control a ‘moral obligation,’  
10 years after Sandy Hook

Government reduces  petrol price in Pakistan 
from Dec 16

THE HAGUE: The International 
Criminal Court will decide Thursday 
on an appeal by a Ugandan child 
soldier-turned-commander in the 
Lord’s Resistance Army against his 
conviction and 25-year sentence for 
war crimes. Dominic Ongwen, who 
was abducted aged nine by the reb-
el group led by the fugitive Joseph 
Kony, was found guilty last year of 
murder, rape and sexual enslavement 
in northern Uganda during the early 
2000s. The LRA was founded three 
decades ago by former Catholic altar 

boy and self-styled prophet Joseph 
Kony, who launched a bloody rebel-
lion in northern Uganda against Pres-
ident Yoweri Museveni. Judges will 
read the verdict from 1030 GMT at 
the ICC’s high-security headquarters 
in The Hague, where Ongwen’s trial 
had started six years ago, in what is 
expected to be a lengthy session. De-
fence lawyers argued earlier this year 
that Ongwen’s conviction and sen-
tence should be overturned as he had 
been scarred by his own experience 
as a child soldier. (Agencies)

DAKAR: Senegal has ordered the re-
lease of journalist and government 
critic Pape Ale Niang, whose deten-
tion for more than a month incensed 
the media community and human 
rights defenders, one of his lawyers 
said Wednesday.Niang, the head of 
the Dakar Matin online news site, was 
arrested on November 6 and charged 
with “divulging information likely to 
harm national defence”. He went on a 
hunger strike on December 2 to pro-
test his imprisonment, and his defence 
team said he was taken to a clinic ear-
lier this week after his health deterio-

rated. A judge in Dakar on Wednesday 
ordered his “provisional release on 
bail, his passport withdrawn, a trav-
el ban and a ban on commenting on 
the case,” lawyer Cire Cledor Ly said 
in a message to AFP. According to lo-
cal media, Niang was released Tues-
day. He ended his hunger strike on 
Wednesday, “but he is weakened”, said 
Ly. Niang, well-known in Senegal for 
his regular columns on current affairs, 
was arrested after he wrote about rape 
charges being faced by the country’s 
main opposition leader, Ousmane 
Sonko. (Agencies)


