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MOSCOW/KIEV/WASHINGTON: 
Kiev has no choice but to fight to re-es-
tablish the country’s 1991 borders, be-
cause the world failed to guarantee its 
security and Ukraine is alone in pay-
ing the price of the conflict, President 
Vladimir Zelensky has said in an in-
terview published on Thursday in The 
Economist. Just two days prior to the 
interview, US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken said a ceasefire based on 
current frontlines would be a “phony 
peace” and that Washington will back 
Kiev whatever it decides to do and how. 
Asked about Blinken’s phrasing – “take 
back territory that’s been seized from 
it since February 24” – Zelensky told 
the UK-based outlet that he actually 
want to restore the original borders of 
his country, including Crimea and all 
of Donbass.  Freezing the war, he said, 
means the Russians would get time to 
“become more powerful occupiers, 
ready for more occupation, and that’s 
all.” In what appears to be a show of 
strength to the US-led NATO, Russia is 
going full throttle in readying its Stra-
tegic Missile Force. The latest develop-
ment is the addition of the Avangard 
hypersonic missile. The Commander 
of the Russian Strategic Missile Forces, 
Sergey Karakayev, announced that the 
Avangard missile system would enter 
service with the missile regiment of the 
Yasny military formation on December 
17, state news agency TASS reported. 
“Another missile regiment will be intro-
duced into service in the Yasny military 
formation for the anniversary of our 
Strategic Missile Forces – now with the 
Avangard missile system,” Karakayev 
said. The Avangard can move and out-
pace any missile defense while travel-
ing at a hypersonic speed of Mach 27, 
or about 32,000 kilometers/hour. The 
EU has passed its ninth package of 
Ukraine-related sanctions against Rus-
sia, according to a statement published 
on the website of the European Council 
on Friday. The new measures are meant 
to step up pressure on Russia and its 
government. The latest restrictions in-
clude new export controls and restric-
tions on dual-use goods and technol-
ogy, along with goods and technology 
that could be used in the defense and 
security sector. The measures target 
key chemicals, nerve agents, night-vi-
sion and radio-navigation equipment, 
as well as electronics and IT compo-
nents. Moreover, Brussels has expand-
ed the list of entities connected to Rus-
sia’s military and industrial complex 
by an additional 168 enterprises that 
are now targeted by sectoral sanctions. 
Meanwhile Canada is transferring a 
$500 million loan to Ukraine following 
the sale of Canadian bonds allowing in-
dividuals and other entities to support 
Kyiv, Canada’s Finance Department 
said. The government said that the 
loan, transferred through the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF), follows 
the sale of bonds costing $100 or more 
to Canadians, investors, institutions, 
and other buyers. Russia pounded 
energy facilities across Ukraine with 
dozens of missiles on Friday, knocking 
out electricity in some areas and forc-
ing Kyiv to introduce emergency pow-
er cuts across the whole country. The 
latest in a series of big waves of missile 
strikes since October hammered criti-
cal infrastructure and drove people into 
air-raid shelters as residential areas 
also came under fire. Two people were 
killed in the central city of Kryvyi Rih, 
and a third died in the southern Kher-
son region after an apartment block 
was hit by Russian shelling that caused 
a fire, regional authorities said. The 
central city of Poltava and parts of Kyiv 
were among areas where power was 
knocked out, and critical infrastructure 
was hit in the eastern region of Kharkiv, 
the Black Sea region of Odesa and in 
Vinnytsia in west central Ukraine.The 
Biden administration is preparing to 
deliver Ukraine cutting-edge electronic 
equipment that transforms unguided 
aircraft ordnance into “smart bombs” 
that can target Russian military instal-
lations with a high degree of accuracy, 
reported The Washington Post, citing 
senior US sources. The kits may be 
bolted onto various weapons and in-
clude global positioning systems for 
precision, creating what the Pentagon 
refers to as a Joint Direct Attack Mu-
nition or JDAM. The US military has 
employed the technology on bombs 
up to 2,000 pounds in weight, typically 

on bomber and fighter aircraft. It was 
unclear immediately if President Biden 
or any of his top national security ad-
visers had consented to the anticipated 
transfer of JDAMs to Ukraine. Besides, 
it is too soon to know whether the 
Ukrainian troops would integrate the 
weapon into any Soviet-era aircraft or a 
ground-based weapon system.
Urgently negotiating an end to hostili-
ties in Ukraine would prevent another 
world war, former US secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger argued in an essay 
published on Friday. The 99-year-old 
statesman noted that, in 1916, the US 
government had the chance to end the 
First World War through diplomacy, 
but missed it for reasons of domestic 
politics. Kissinger laid out his reason-
ing in the December 17 issue of The 
Spectator, describing the current con-
flict as a “war in which two nuclear 
powers contest a conventionally armed 
country,” a clear reference to Ukraine 
being a proxy war between the US and 
Russia. The “peace process” Kissing-
er proposes would “link Ukraine to 
NATO, however expressed,” as he be-
lieves neutrality for Kiev is no longer 
an option. He also wants Russia to 
withdraw to the lines before February 
24, while the other territories Ukraine 
claims – Donetsk, Lugansk and Crimea 
– “could be the subject of a negotiation 
after a ceasefire.” In addition to “con-
firming the freedom of Ukraine,” the 
arrangement would strive to “define a 
new international structure, especial-
ly for Central and Eastern Europe,” in 
which Russia should “eventually” find 
a place, he explained. A United States 
infantry company arrived in Estonia 
this week as part of NATO’s effort to 
boost its deterrence on the military al-
liance’s eastern border, the Baltic coun-
try’s defense ministry has revealed. A 
statement published on the ministry’s 
website on Friday said that US ser-
vice members are stationed at Taara 
base in the town of Voru. One of their 
primary tasks is to train Estonian mil-
itary personnel and enhance the two 
armies’ interoperability. The statement 
added that Washington is also expect-
ed to deploy a HIMARS platoon to Es-
tonia along with associated command 
and control equipment and systems. 
Washington is reportedly bracing its 
European allies for “worst-case scenar-
ios” in Ukraine, suggesting that Kiev 
may need its donors to pony up an 
additional $2 billion a month. The cost 
warning reflects fears that Ukraine’s 
economy may contract by an additional 
5-9% in 2023 after taking a 33% hit this 
year. There are also concerns a surge 
in refugees fleeing the country could 
crash Ukraine’s currency, leaving the 
government in a “doomsday scenario” 
in which it can’t pay for critical imports 
or meet its foreign debt obligations. 
(Agencies)
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NEW YORK: United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres has reaf-
firmed the full support and cooperation 
to Pakistan for its post-flood humanitar-
ian relief work as well as for long-term 
recovery, rehabilitation, and reconstruc-
tion. The UN Secretary-General in a 
meeting with Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari said the success of the 
conference and Pakistan’s resilient re-
construction was his “top priority”. The 
meeting took place in New York on the 
margins of the G-77 Ministerial Confer-
ence Guterres appreciated the foreign 

minister’s timely initiative to convene 
a special ministerial conference of the 
G-77 and China to build a unified and 
comprehensive strategy to overcome 
immediate challenges facing devel-
oping countries. The foreign minister 
conveyed his appreciation to the Secre-

tary-General for his solidarity with and 
call for massive support to Pakistan in 
the wake of the devastating floods in the 
country, and for co-hosting the Interna-
tional Conference on Climate Resilient 
Pakistan in Geneva on January 9, 2023. 
He sought the Secretary-General’s con-
tinued cooperation to secure the par-
ticipation of key donors, development 
institutions and the private sector in the 
pledging conference and to encourage 
them to support Pakistan’s comprehen-
sive plan and specific project proposals.
(Agencies)

Guterres says Pakistan’s post-flood reconstruction his ‘top priority

Japan to acquire ‘counter strike’ capability

Indonesia quake death toll jumps  
to 602 after new count

Kosovo court jails militant commander for 26 years

Four critically injured after crush  
at London concert venue

ISTANBUL: Japan on Friday ad-
opted an updated version of its na-
tional security strategy, allowing 
its armed forces to acquire what it 
called “counterstrike capability.” 
The updated three key security and 
defense documents allow Japan’s 
armed forces to “acquire the capa-
bility to strike targets in enemy ter-
ritory to deter attacks, called ‘coun-
terstrike capability’,” Kyodo News 
reported. It also authorizes the 
government to “allocate about 43 
trillion yen (approximately $315 bil-
lion) for defense budgets over five 
years from fiscal 2023.” Japan will 
also “retain exclusively defense-ori-

ented security policy” besides con-
sidering “reviewing strict guidelines 
on exporting defense equipment.” 
The new national security strategy 
views China as the “greatest strate-
gic challenge,” and calls North Ko-
rea a “graver, more imminent threat 
than before” and Russia a “serious 
security concern.”(Agencies)

JAKARTA: The death toll from an 
earthquake that hit Indonesia’s 
main island Java last month has 
jumped by hundreds to 602, a local 
administration official said Friday, 
after authorities verified unreport-
ed casualties across the worst-hit 
town. The shallow 5.6-magnitude 
earthquake hit the town of Cianjur 
in Indonesia’s most populous prov-
ince West Java on November 21, 
with most of the victims killed as 
buildings collapsed or landslides 
were triggered.  Cianjur local ad-
ministration spokesman Adam, who 
like many Indonesians goes by one 
name, told AFP the new toll – up 
from a previously reported figure 
of 334 – was based on data collect-
ed from residents across the town. 
He said many people had rushed to 

bury their relatives after the disas-
ter without reporting their deaths to 
authorities. “If someone dies, resi-
dents in Cianjur often immediately 
bury them. Because of the panicked 
situation, those who died were im-
mediately buried by relatives with-
out notifying the local health agen-
cy,” he said. “It was later revealed 
that around 600 people died when 
it is officially counted,” he added, 
citing the administration’s new fig-
ure of 602. The local rescue agency, 
known as the BPBD, posted the new 
death toll on social media. An offi-
cial from the agency, Wawan Seti-
awan, confirmed the new toll to AFP. 
State news agency Antara on Friday 
cited Cianjur district head Herman 
Suherman as giving a new death toll 
of 602. (Agencies)

THE HAGUE: A special Kosovo court 
in The Hague found a former rebel 
commander guilty on Friday of murder 
and torture and jailed him for 26 years 
in its long-awaited first war crimes 
verdict. Salih Mustafa, 50, was found 
guilty of abusing prisoners in a make-
shift jail in a barn run by the ethnic Al-
banian Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) 
in the 1998-99 independence war with 

Serbia. The verdict comes at a sensitive 
time for Kosovo, where ethnic tensions 
have flared again nearly a quarter-cen-
tury after the war, with attackers ex-
changing gunfire with police at the 
weekend. “The panel sentences you to 
a single sentence of 26 years of impris-
onment,” Judge Mappie Veldt-Foglia 
told Mustafa, who stood for the verdict 
and remained impassive. (Agencies)

LONDON: Four people were critically 
injured and four others were hospital-
ised following a crush outside a south 
London venue hosting a concert by Ni-
gerian Afrobeats singer Asake, police 
said Friday. Emergency teams were 
called to the O2 Academy in Brixton 
at 21:35 pm (2135 GMT) on Thursday 
following reports “that a large number 
of people were attempting to force en-
try to the venue”. Police, ambulance 
crews and fire brigade officers arrived 

to find numerous people with injuries. 
Eight people were taken to hospital 
by ambulance while two “less serious-
ly injured” were treated at the scene. 
The incident occurred during the last 
of three sold-out performances at the 
venue by singer-songwriter Asake. 
The gig was cancelled midway through 
the performance. Reports said an irate 
crowd was told that up to 3,000 people 
had tried to break through the doors. 
(Agencies)

U.S. CENTCOM chief visits Pakistan  U.S. CENTCOM chief visits Pakistan  
to reaffirm security tiesto reaffirm security ties

ISLAMABAD: Commander of U.S. 
Central Command (CENTCOM), 
General Michael E. Kurilla, visited 
Islamabad on a two-day visit from 
December 14-16 to hold meetings 
with Pakistani military leadership 
to reaffirm security ties between the 
two nations. General Kurilla met 
with Chief of Army Staff, General 
Asim Munir, to conduct a review of 
troops and discuss bilateral securi-
ty cooperation and efforts to pro-
mote regional stability, said a news 
release issued here from the U.S. 
Embassy on Friday. During his vis-
it, General Kurilla met Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza at 
the Joint Staff Headquarters to re-
affirm the bilateral commitment to 
partnership and address shared se-
curity challenges. General Kurilla 

also visited Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to 
discuss the security situation along 
the border with Afghanistan. For 75 
years, the United States has valued 
its long-standing bilateral partner-
ship with Pakistan, including by 
providing more than $97 million this 
year to support flood relief, food se-
curity, and disaster preparedness in 
Pakistan. As Pakistan continues to 
recover from the floods, U.S. gov-
ernment support will remain stead-
fast, it added. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA) Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa has released a fund 
of Rs 362.2 million under financial 
assistance and ration to the affectees 
of Operation Zarb-e-Azb in North Wa-
ziristan. The amount would be distrib-
uted among around 18,000 registered 
and verified affected families through 
SIM card messages in the next few 
days. According to PDMA press re-
lease issued here on Friday, the recent 

release is the 100th installment issued 
in this connection; it is released on 
regular basis for the affectees of Oper-
ation Zarb-e-Azb in North Waziristan, 
who still have not been repatriated to 
their area. These affectees also include 
those affected families, which recent-
ly returned from Afghanistan via the 
Ghulam Khan Border. The formal ver-
ification of these has been completed 
through NADRA. The PDMA said 
that each verified affected family was 

being paid an amount of Rs12,000 as 
part of financial assistance and an ad-
ditional amount of Rs 8,000 in head of 
ration every month on a regular basis 
to minimize their financial agonies. 
DG PDMA has said that 18,000 fami-
lies are have still not been repatriated 
to their native areas and most of them 
belong to Tehsil Data Khel of the dis-
trict, while the repatriation process of 
over 0.1 million displaced has been 
completed.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A two-day 2nd In-
ternational Conference on “Re-
cent Advances in Civil Engineer-
ing and Disaster Management 
(ICCEDM-2022)”, organized by the 
Department of Civil Engineering 
was held at UET Peshawar from 
15th to 16th December, 2022. Prof. 
Dr. Iftikhar Hussain, Vice Chancel-
lor UET Peshawar was the Chief 
Guest of the opening ceremony and 
welcomed the participants to the 
conference. The conference was 
aimed to promote research in the 
field of disaster mitigation and disas-
ter management for floods, earth-
quakes, and other natural disasters 
in Pakistan. Prof. Dr. Iftikhar Hus-
sain, Vice Chancellor UET Pesha-
war in his address said, the Depart-

ment of Civil Engineering is focused 
on current research and best prac-
tices in the field of Civil Engineering 
and Disaster Management. The con-
ference has given a new dimension 
based on the latest research to ad-
dress the indigenous problems and 
finally incorporate the outcomes in 
the national building codes of Pa-
kistan and engineering practices. 
The presence of world-renowned 
academicians and researchers in 
this conference from reputable uni-
versities all over the world provides 

an opportunity for young research-
ers to connect to legends in the civil 
engineering multi-disciplines. He 
said UET Peshawar is privileged to 
actively contribute to developing the 
National Building Code of Pakistan 
and Seismic zoning maps for Paki-
stan. The Vice Chancellor appreciat-
ed the efforts of Prof. Dr. Irshad Ah-
mad, Chairman, of the Department 
of Civil Engineering, the Convener 
of the Conference Prof. Dr. Khan 
Shahzada, and his team for holding 
the successful event. (APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 231.8 234.1

China Yuan 32.23 32.48

Japanese Yen 2.13 2.16

Saudi Riyal 64.1 64.7

U.A.E Dirham 67.2 67.8

UK Pound 295 298

Euro 255.5 257.5

Australian Dollar 153.1 154.35

Canadian Dollar 164.68 166.03

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
149700

Rs. 
137224

Rs. 
130988

Rs. 
112275

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
128300

Rs. 
117607

Rs. 
112263

Rs. 96225

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12830 Rs. 11761 Rs. 11226 Rs. 9623

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
363700

Rs. 
333389

Rs. 
318238

Rs. 
272775

CM performs ground breaking of 23 Km road 
to boost tourism

Drug addict father, son kill each other

One dies, four faint in Donga Gali

SCCI demands pragmatic steps for simplifying 
the tax-system, broadening of tax-base

QWP urges for strategy to grant relief to people

3rd phase of ‘Drug-free Peshawar’ to begin on Dec 19

Rich tributes paid to APS martyrs  
on 8th death anniversary

APS survivor shines internationally despite horrific terror attack eight year ago

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood Khan on 
Friday performed the groundbreak-
ing ceremony of rehabilitation and 
remodeling of 23 KM Mankyal Bada 
Serai road in Swat to boost the tour-
ism sector. The World Bank-funded 
KP Integrated Tourism Development 
Project (KITE) is committed to the 
objective of opening up new tourist 
areas and building tourism infra-
structure. The project is being exe-
cuted at an estimated cost of Rs.5.7 

billion. This road will open up new 
tourist destinations of Mankyal and 
Bada Serai and will lead to an Inte-
grated Tourism Zone (ITZ) in Mank-
yal. The road will be constructed on 
international standards with spe-
cial features of a safety wall, drain, 
and side shoulders. The road will 
have two rest areas, which include 
a mosque, cafe/restaurants, tuck 
shops, tyre shops, dispensary, wash-
rooms, and other facilities as well.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A drug addict father 
and his son allegedly shot each oth-
er dead inside a hujra in the acade-
my Town area, here on Friday. Ac-
cording to police, the incident took 
place in the vicinity of Pishtakhara 
police station where a man iden-
tified as Ehsan Ullah and his son 
Najibullah had some verbal clash 
and later resorted to firing at each 
other. Both the deceased had been 
taking drugs for a long time and 

used to exchange harsh words time 
and again, the police said. The wife 
of the deceased, Najibullah did not 
blame anyone for the incident, say-
ing frequent scuffles between the fa-
ther and the son “today led to their 
deaths”. However, the police have 
collected evidence from the crime 
scene to ascertain the real cause of 
the unfortunate incident. The bodies 
were shifted to KMC for medico-le-
gal procedure.(APP)

NATHIAGALI: At least one man 
died and four others fainted due to 
suffocation in a room of Donga Gali 
Holiday Home Hotel here on Friday. 
According to the Rescue 1122 sourc-
es, two ambulances along with a 
medical technician reached the acci-
dent site after receiving information 
from the control room. The rescue 

medical team responded timely and 
shifted all the people to Nathiagali 
Civil Hospital. The deceased was 
identified as Nauman son of Yaqub, 
a resident of Haripur who lost his 
life on the spot. Later, four uncon-
scious people were shifted to Ayub 
Medical Complex Abbottabad due 
to their critical condition.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) de-
manded the government and Feder-
al board of Revenue (FBR) to take 
pragmatic steps for broadening the 
existing tax base and simplifying 
the system. The chamber also asked 
to frame business-friendly policies 
to facilitate and provide relief to the 
business community. The SCCI also 
emphasized the need to eliminate the 
additional burden of taxes, illegal/un-
necessary actions, issuance of notic-
es, and multiple tax audits, which are 
becoming the cause of harassment 

of the business community. These 
remarks were made by SCCI senior 
vice president Shahid Hussain while 
chairing a meeting during a visit of 
Member Public Relations (PRs), Fed-
eral Board of Revenue (FBR) Islam-
abad, Sardar Ali Khawaja here at the 
chamber house, said a press release 
issued on Friday. Businessmen have 
played a vital role in the economic 
development of the country through 
payment of various taxes so they 
should be facilitated and ensure every 
kind of relief to them, says SCCI se-
nior office bearer. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Chair-
man of Qoumi Watan Party (QWP) 
Sikandar Hayat Khan Sherpao has 
urged for taking steps and evolving 
of a sustainable strategy for grant-
ing relief to the people and arrest 
the spiral of ongoing price-hike in 
the country. He was addressing a 
gathering in Dir Lower on Friday. 
Besides, Provincial Deputy Gener-
al Secretary QWP, Dr Farooq Afzal, 
district chapter office bearers, and a 
large number of party workers were 
also present on the occasion. Sikan-
dar Hayat Khan Sherpao held the 
previous government of PTI respon-
sible for the prevailing financial and 

economic problems and urged the 
Federal government to take imme-
diate steps for their resolution. He 
said that the wrong policies of the 
PTI government have plunged Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa into various cri-
ses and due to the poor financial sit-
uation, the provincial government is 
not even in a position to pay salaries 
to employees. Expressing concern 
over the deteriorating law and order 
situation in Malakand Division, he 
said that the maintenance of peace 
in the province is the responsibility 
of the provincial government, there-
fore, it should play its role in this re-
gard. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The third phase of ‘Drug-
free Peshawar’ drive would start from 
December 19 to make the provincial 
capital free from all the drug addicts, 
said Commissioner Riaz Khan Mehsud 
here on Friday. Presiding over a meet-
ing here to review and finalise arrange-
ments for the campaign, he sought daily 
progress report about the arrest and 
shifting of the remaining drug addicts in 
the city to rehabilitation centres. He said 
that 470 more recovered addicts would 

soon be united with their families after 
completing three-months rehabilitation 
and treatment process. He directed the 
concerned to take affidavits from the 
families of the recovered addicts that 
they would fully take care of them and 
prevent them from indulging in drug ad-
diction again. Deputy Commissioner Pe-
shawar Shafiullah Khan instructed the 
assistant commissioners to find out the 
number of drug addicts on the streets of 
Peshawar within two days.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Glowing tributes were 
paid to all the martyrs of the Army 
Public School (APS) massacre on 
their eighth death anniversary ob-
served with great respect here Fri-
day. The main function of the trag-
ic incident at APS School was held 
in Army Public School Peshawar 
where special prayers were offered 
for the eternal peace of the martyred 
students and teachers of the school. 
The parents of victim students also 
laid a floral wreath on the Yad-
gar-e-Shuhada and offered fateha. 
Eight years ago on this day, about 
six terrorists stormed the APS Pe-
shawar and martyred about 150 in-
nocent students and teachers of the 
school besides injuring many oth-
ers. In a tweet, Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif said that on December 
16 terrorists committed barbarity 
against the children of Army Public 
School (APS) eight years ago which 
is a reminder for the entire nation 
to be one voice against terrorism. 
“The Pakistani nation will never 
forget the sacrifices of its martyrs,” 
the prime minister said. “This day is 

a message to the whole world that 
Pakistan has made great sacrific-
es to eradicate terrorism,” he said. 
The prime minister vowed to con-
tinue the fight against terrorism and 
extremism. “Our fight against ter-
rorism will continue with the same 
strong resolve and perseverance un-
til the complete elimination of this 
menace,” he said. President Dr. Arif 
Alvi said the tragic memory of the 
APS attack is still fresh in the hearts 
of the nation, which will never for-
get the sacrifices of the martyred 
children. “December 16 will always 
be a reminder of the great sacrifices 
of the martyrs of the APS,” he said 
in his statement President Alvi re-
called that the militants committed 
extreme barbarity by targeting inno-
cent young children in 2014. He said 
the APS tragedy brought the nation 
together to get united in a decisive 
war against terrorism. The entire 
nation was firm in finally eradicat-
ing the remnants of terrorism and 
expressed the commitment that no 
attempt could weaken the resolve 
against this fight, he said. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The survivor of the 
horrific attack on the Army Public 
school (APS) Peshawar eight years 
ago has inspired many due to his in-
domitable courage, willpower, and 
professional commitment by earning 
a great name for the country. Ahmad 
Nawaz, a brave son of Peshawar, 
who survived the APS massacre on 
December 16, 2014, has inspired 
many after becoming the youngest 
President of the prestigious Oxford 
University’s Union. Ahmad Nawaz, 
who received multiple bullet wounds 
during a horrific terrorist attack 
that claimed the lives of around 150 
students and teachers including its 
principal Tahira Qazi, has recently 
won the Oxford University’s Union 
election after defeating his two oppo-
nents. Ahmad Nawaz’s brother Haris 
Nawaz was also killed in the deadly 
attack. Ahmad Nawaz, who is a sec-
ond-year Philosophy and Theology 

student from Lady Margaret Hall of 
Oxford University, has secured 517 
votes against Anjali Ramanathan’s 
422 votes and Rachel Ojo’s 187 
votes. “Ahmad Nawaz is a symbol 
of indomitable courage, willpower, 
and brave son of Pakistan. His suc-
cess in the oxford university’s union 
election showed that every goal can 
be achieved with a strong determi-
nation, belief in own abilities and 
willpower,’ said Manzoorul Haq, for-
mer Ambassador of Pakistan while 
talking to APP. Despite the brutal 
killing of his younger brother Haris 
Nawaz in the APS’s horrific incident, 
he said the 23-years-old had stood up 
and continued his inspirational jour-
ney fueled by great mental strength 
and character, which led to his great 
achievement at a very young age. 
Following an appeal from his father 
Muhammad Nawaz, the critically in-
jured Ahmad was shifted to Queen 

Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham, 
London by the then Prime Minister 
Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif on 
February 12, 2015. The then PML-N 
government had also provided Rs 
30.6 million to his father for his son’s 
treatment abroad. Following success-
ful surgeries at Lady Reading Hos-
pital Peshawar and London-based 
hospital, Ahmad obtained admission 
at historic Oxford University where 
he presently studies Philosophy and 
Theology. Ambassador Manzoor, 
who served as Deputy High Com-
missioner of Pakistan in the UK, said 
Ahmad has earned a great name for 
Pakistan and set a unique example of 
indomitable courage, willpower, and 
determination. He said: “we need to 
focus on the character of our stu-
dents in educational institutions so 
that they can meet any challenge.” 
Ikhtiar Wali Khan, a member pro-
vincial assembly said the election of 

Ahmad Nawaz as President of Ox-
ford’s university union was a great 
honour for Pakistan, especially for 
Peshawar. Ahmad was a role model 
for the students of Pakistan. Ikhtiar 
Wali Khan said that Nawaz’s historic 
win had impressed people from all 
walks of life in Pakistan and over-
seas. He said that former Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif also 
deserved credit and appreciation for 
providing substantial financial as-
sistance to the tune of over Rs30.6 
million for the treatment of Ahmad 
and issued passports to his family 
to accompany him in London on an 
emergency basis, thus saving his life. 
He said Ahmad’s success showed 
that Pakistanis were a strong nation 
and can come out of every difficult 
situation. He expressed the hope that 
Ahmad Nawaz would fulfill his new 
assignment to the best of his abilities 
and in a professional way. (APP)
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Pakistan is the biggest victim of terrorism and thousands 
of people have lost their lives in terrorist acts. The current 
situation in Swat is not a secret and there is a dire need for 
implementing the National Action Plan. Can Pakistan af-
ford to settle foreigners who directly or indirectly indulge in 
terrorism, drugs, smuggling, human trafficking and many 
more major crimes in Pakistan? We already have been wit-
nessing a surge in crimes in the country, and hosting crimi-
nal elements from abroad will only aggravate the situation.
Let us have a look at countries around us and see how they 
handle the issue of immigration. Iran gives citizenship to a 
person only if his/her father by birth is from Iran. Afghani-
stan itself has some regulations. If anyone wants to get citi-
zenship, some elder of his family must have Afghan nation-
ality by birth.
India introduced new rules from Dec 3, 2004, wherein both 
parents of the child must have Indian nationality. Even Arab 
countries never give citizenship, and, as per their rules, they 
only give residence visa to foreigners.
In the existing situation in which local people are striving 
hard for survival and one-third of the country is affected by 
floods, it is time to give priority to issues of the natives, not 
of the foreigners. There may well be far-reaching reper-cus-
sions in case the priority is reversed

Hosting Foreigners

Circular debt in the energy sector 
is the monster that isn’t particular-
ly highlighted in the media. I’ll try to 
give a brief overview of how the ener-
gy sector currently works in Pakistan. 
The power sector in Pakistan includes 
both private and state-owned enter-
prises. Currently, almost 58 percent of 
the total installed capacity is in the pri-
vate sector IPPs (independent power 
producers) and the rest is in the public 
sector. At least 61 percent of the elec-
tricity generation is contributed by the 
private sector. The only exception is 
Karachi where both transmission and 
distribution are controlled by K-Elec-
tric. In the distribution sector, about 90 
percent off net consumers are served 
by state owned enterprises. Every 
government fails to transform the en-
ergy sector structurally and tries to 
“fix it” through short-term measures 
(increasing consumer power tariffs 
and liquidity injections). Direct and 
indirect stimulus of Rs7.86 trillion has 
been thrown into the energy sector 
since 2006 to save the system from col-
lapsing, but in vain. In Pakistan, a lack 
of cost-effective planning led to direct 
negotiations with the IPPs. The poli-
cy of taking or paying contracts with 
sovereign guarantees provided by the 
state has brewed up financial prob-
lems for the power sector. The guaran-
tees clauses in power purchase agree-
ments (PPAs) with these IPPs have 
saddled the government with hefty 
liabilities. The same policy is still in ef-
fect and it dates back to 1994. These 
polices have led to an expensive fuel 
mix. IPPs must be paid in USD thus 
diluting our precious forex reserves. 
Guaranteed capacity payments have 
massively distorted the cost structure 
of electricity generation in Pakistan. 
As in June 2018, contracts were made 
with the CPPA for a generation capaci-
ty of 42,349MW against the maximum 
billed demand of 28,687MW. Despite 
not using this surplus of 13600MW, 

Pakistani taxpayers are on the hook 
for dues. Look into the energy sector 
further, you’ll find that our reliance on 
foreign inputs for the energy sector is 
increasing. I could write on, but I think 
I’ve set the narrative. Anyone wanting 
to look into the energy sector further 
could read the Profit magazine and 
the terrific research paper published 
by PIDE. In summary, electricity pric-
es in Pakistan will keep increasing for 
consumers. But don’t lose hope be-
cause projects like Dassu Hydropower 
Project and the bilateral gas pipeline 
project with Russia can act as light at 
the end of the tunnel. Let’s start with 
the simple aspects of this proposal. 
The efficiency of this setup may vary 
place to place due to general weather, 
type of residence and other minuscule 
reasons. Take into perspective, Kara-
chi has a clear weather the year round 
(about two weeks of rain and cloudy 
days) while you can’t say that for Is-
lamabad. Can you? Keeping in mind 
our climate, generating solar energy 
may prove to be the most efficient, cost 
effective and reliable source of renew-
able energy.
- Types of Solar System Setups:
* On-Grid Solar System:
As per sales data, this system has been 
adopted by industrial and retail con-
sumers alike. The national grid acts as 
a “virtual” battery and does not require 
physical batteries to store surplus en-
ergy. Net metering takes account of the 
units supplied to the grid so the owner 
can get free units or cash against it. 
Though this system does not provide 
any backup in case of loadshedding.
*Off-Grid Solar System:
This system is used in cases where ac-
cess to the national grid isn’t possible. 
It is also comparatively more expen-
sive as physical batteries are required 
for this setup. Any surplus is stored in 
the batteries. This setup does not offer 
the net metering option and seems fit 
only for operations in remote places.

* Hybrid Solar System:
As per sales data, this system has been 
most preferred by the commercial sec-
tor. This system provides both options 
for net metering and battery backup as 
well. The owner can sell excess elec-
tricity back to the grid and get backup 
in case of an outage. The downside is 
that this system has the most expen-
sive set-up.
* Mapping Viability of Setup:
The reader of this article is most likely 
a household retail consumer of elec-
tricity. I’ll assume that this person is 
living in a two-storey house with six 
household members and ample space 
for such a setup. A 10KW set-up in this 
case seems appropriate according to 
electricity consumption pattern for 
such a household.
My personal advice would be to 
choose the On-Grid solar system set-
up. Why so? Just take a glimpse at 
those numbers. The cost of this setup 
is around Rs1.15 million but with a 
projected income of Rs2.7 to Rs3 mil-
lion per annum you can capitalise on 
an ROI of 20 percent at the minimum. 
That’s not even the best part. Because 
of the viability of this setup, a loan 
could be obtained at minimal rates of 
around six percent. So, your average 
consumer would pay less in install-
ments than he would be paying for his 
average monthly electricity bills from 
the start. Bonus, this would shield the 
consumer from future inflation. I pre-
dict that energy price increase will be 
above the core CPI (consumer-price 
index) inflation. As mentioned above, 
there is a need for foreign inputs like 
coal, furnace oil, and LNG. Coal is at 
all time high ($140-$150). with oil and 
lng both record high, In short, benefi-
ciaries will net an ever-increasing ROI 
in both nominal and real terms if my 
rightful prediction follows suit.

- Courtesy:
Daily Pakistan
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Circular debt and why you should go solar
— By Ahmed Alam

The Punjab School Education 
Department has inaugurated its 
first transgender school in the 
provincial capital. This comes 
after schools had been success-
fully set up in Multan, Bahawal-
pur, and DG Khan. This is an in-
credible first step into a future of 
inclusive education for all. What 
is more impressive is that the 
functioning of these schools is 
well-planned and catered to the 
community. Operations will in-
volve two shifts, where the first 
one will focus on education and 
the second will impart technical 
skills.
Adding to this, the government 
aims to provide free books, uni-
forms, school bags, and pick-
and-drop services. Merely set-
ting up a school is not enough to 
bridge literacy gaps, there must 
be steps in place to ensure that 
students will be able to attend it 
regularly and with ease.
Therefore, providing these addi-
tional free services ensures that 
students are given the means to 
stay enrolled and pursue learn-
ing opportunities. Likewise, the 
staff at the school and the teach-
ers also belong to the community 
and this further ensures a safe 
environment for students within 

the premises.
Ideally, we should work towards 
a future where the trans commu-
nity is treated with dignity, re-
spect, and equality in any school 
within Pakistan. It is unfortu-
nate that we are not at this point 
yet but steps like this should be 
taken as motivation to continue 
working toward this goal.
The new school in Lahore has 
already enrolled many students 
and there is much excitement 
within the community. While the 
state has just now put in efforts 
to mainstream and empower the 
community, indicators such as 
enrollment and attendance must 
serve as promoters for more 
schools around Pakistan. This 
also reiterates the need for such 
initiatives in spite of the conser-
vative backlash and elements in 
our society.
According to a UN survey, 42 
percent of the community lack 
the means to pursue formal ed-
ucation. There is hope that with 
welcome developments as such, 
this figure can improve, and the 
enrolled students can create 
a safer and rightful future for 
themselves.
- Courtesy:
The Nation

Schools For Transgenders

A Khalti lake
Khalti Lake is situated in Gupis val-
ley of district Ghizer, Gilgit-Baltis-
tan. Although this lake has numer-
ous economic and water-resource 
dividends it is renowned by its 
unique quality and famously called 
as ‘frozen lake’ because in every 
winter season, it freezes completely 
to be walked on and even played on 
as a glacier playground. This lake 
is situated next to the main road 
which makes it conveniently acces-
sible and it only takes a couple of 
hours from Gilgit main city to reach 

the lake.What makes the view of 
this lake more fascinating is the fact 
that it is surrounded by the gigantic 
mountains of Hindukush range. The 
native residents are more amicable 
to their guests in welcoming them 
with love and warmth. Therefore 
this valley is popularly known as 
‘land of hospitality’. This lake has 
a potential to be an international 
tourism destination and the local 
government of GB should arrange 
proper winter sports festivals to en-
courage various teams to participate 
in these sports. Unfortunately, there 

is a lack of good hotels and restau-
rants for tourists plus no infrastruc-
ture is another issue. A major issue 
this valley is facing is that of poor in-
ternet services. The area has a slow 
2g internet connection which makes 
it almost impossible to highlight the 
lake on social media. I would like 
to draw the attention of the local 
government of GB to play a role to 
make arrangements properly in or-
der to make this ‘frozen lake’ one of 
the world’s renowned tourism spots.
- FAROOQ SHAH
Gupis, Distt. Ghizer, GB

Letters to the Editor

- British nurses must drop their de-
mands for better pay to “send a mes-
sage to Putin,” a minister has said
Britain’s nurses goes on strike, the pro-
posed disruption is just one of a grow-
ing wave of worker unrest that has 
been sweeping the country. Bogged 
down with shrinking wages, stagnat-
ing GDP, and high inflation, British 
workers are not happy, and rightfully 
so. The politicians running the country, 
however, have other ideas. Conserva-
tive Party Chairman and Cabinet Min-
ister Nadhim Zahawi recently accused 
those going on strike of helping Russia, 
stating: “This is a time to come togeth-
er and to send a very clear message to 
Mr. Putin that we’re not going to be 
divided in this way.” The comments 
were not a one-off but in fact part of 
a routine that has government politi-
cians blaming the country’s shrink-
ing standards of living on the Russian 
president and demanding that British 
people endure hardships on behalf of 
Ukraine. As disgraced former Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson stated in Au-
gust: “If we’re paying in our energy 
bills for the evils of Vladimir Putin, the 
people of Ukraine are paying in their 
blood.” The pattern is quite clear, any-
one showing dissatisfaction must be 
told to “put up and shut up” to oppose 
Russia because it’s really all Putin’s 
fault. This has become the primary 
retort to any criticism of government 
policy or the country’s economic situ-
ation. The British people are expect-
ed to make gruesome sacrifices for a 

conflict they have nothing to do with, 
showing how the country’s absurd lev-
els of Russophobia are allowing poli-
ticians to play the public for fools. In 
Britain, support for Ukraine is among 
the most fanatical in Europe beyond 
the former Soviet bloc states. While 
things are not so clear-cut among the 
general population of France, Germa-
ny, and some other countries, Britain 
embraces zero-sum confrontation 
with Russia out of ideological moti-
vation, being the US’ primary backer 
in the process. In doing so, the British 
government made a number of faulty 
assumptions that because it was less 
“directly” exposed to Russian energy 
supplies, it would not be impacted by 
the conflict in the same way continen-
tal states were. This has aged poorly. 
Markets operate based on supply and 
demand. Thus, even if you do not 
buy X product from a given source, a 
shrinking in the overall supply of that 
product has the impact of driving up 
the price. This meant that even with-
out buying Russian gas, the UK got 
hit by an energy crisis anyway which 
has led to surging levels of inflation 
and put the country into a technical 
recession. This has led to wave after 
wave of strikes, from railway work-
ers to postmen, to nurses. And what 
is the instinct of British politicians 
facing this situation? That’s right, to 
blame Russia for it. Now, this comes 
from a political playbook developed 
before the current Russian military 
operation, consolidated in 2016. Main-

stream politicians learned that they 
could use the bogeyman of so-called 
“Russian interference” to dismiss po-
litical outcomes they disapprove of 
as being the product of malign for-
eign influence (In particular, Donald 
Trump and Brexit). Such a narrative 
not only vastly exaggerates the scope 
and capabilities of the designated ad-
versarial power but also deliberately 
paints over the UK’s own socio-eco-
nomic failures and grievances which 
led to that political outcome in the first 
place. As such, it has become an op-
portunistic and low-hanging fruit for 
British politicians to dismiss or oppose 
political developments they dislike by 
saying it either A) is Russia’s fault or 
B) will help Russia, as if nothing could 
possibly be wrong with the governing 
policy, and as it happens the advent of 
the Ukrainian conflict has now made 
it easier than ever for the Conserva-
tive government to do this. The British 
people are simply expected to foot any 
bill, make any sacrifice and refrain 
from complaining about anything, all 
on behalf of the Kiev regime, even as 
their own country’s economy crum-
bles in the process. If the British people 
willingly accept such an outcome, it is 
because they have allowed themselves 
to be duped by this one-sided, manip-
ulative rhetoric. Russophobia has be-
come a political blind spot for Britons, 
created by their leaders to fanatically 
antagonize Russia at every turn.

Courtesy: RT

UK politicians are using ‘Putinophobia’ to dismiss dissent
— By Timur Fomenko 

EU Energy Crisis 

Courtesy: The National News
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HAVELIAN: Tehsil Municipal 
Administration Havelian, Water 
and Sanitation Services Compa-
ny (WSSC), and other allied de-
partments cleaned the River Door 
during the Nikhra Abbottabad 
Week. The aim of the campaign was 
to create awareness among stu-
dents and citizens about the impor-
tance of cleanliness. The operation 
was launched under the supervision 

of district administration with the 
support of Youth Affairs, Civil De-
fense and WSSCA. During the cam-
paign, children from government 
and private schools participated in 
the cleanliness drive. The drive was 
carried out by WSSCA, TMA under 
the supervision of Additional As-
sistant Commissioner-2 Haveliyan 
Lubna Iqbal. During the campaign, 
the students of Abbottabad Uni-

versity of Science and Technology, 
and those from government and 
private schools participated. The 
district administration requested 
the citizens to extend their support 
in making the campaign a success. 
It urged the citizens to properly dis-
pose of garbage at designated plac-
es so that the relevant departments 
could carry out the cleaning work 
properly. (Agencies)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Regional 
Police Officer(RPO) Dera Ismail 
Khan Muhammad Saleem Marwat 
on Friday visited Manjikhel check 
post of Shaheed Mureed Akbar Po-
lice Station Tank and reviewed the 
security measures. Accompanied 
by SP Investigation Shabbir Khan, 
the RPO thoroughly reviewed the 
check post building and security 
situation. He inspected the security 
trench dug around the check post, 
building, residential barracks and 

guard place (santri posh) during 
his visit to the check post. Speak-
ing on the occasion, the RPO said 
that making check-posts strong 
and secure were the need of the 
hour in view of the current law and 
order situation for the safety of po-
lice personnel. He instructed the 
repair of the check post to further 
improve the facilities and securi-
ty of the police. He said the main 
duty of the police was to protect 
the life and property of the people, 

so they should perform their duty, 
honestly. He met the police person-
nel posted at the check post and 
they urged them to serve people 
in line with the motto by perform-
ing professional affairs with hard 
work and dedication and duty. He 
said,”It is mandatory to wear a bul-
let proof jacket and helmet during 
duty, to show no negligence during 
duty and perform it by being alert 
according to the current situation.” 
(Agencies)

QUETTA: Director General Fish-
eries Mir Saifullah Khitran on Fri-
day said that on the directives of 
Secretary Fisheries Kazim Jatoi, 
the Fisheries department has been 
carrying out a crackdown against 
illegal trawling. Addressing a meet-
ing held in Quetta, the DG Fisher-
ies said, “No one will be allowed 
to hunt illegally, while measures 
are also being taken to improve ex-
ports.” “Fisheries department is al-
ways ready to take action against il-
legal trawlers,” he said. “We will not 
leave illegal activity in the coastal 

belt,” he added. “To improve the 
living conditions of fishermen, the 
provincial government has initiated 
various projects. In order to stop 
illegal fishing, the fishermen have 
to be supported, while by establish-
ing the best discipline in the sea, 
it will be possible to increase the 
production of fish. “ He noted,”All 
stakeholders need to work together 
for the development of the fisheries 
sector in Pakistan. There is an ex-
port potential, and fishermen will 
have to change the fishing method.” 
“The country’s economy can be 

increased through the fishing de-
partment,” he said. “Various mea-
sures are being taken by the pro-
vincial government to improve the 
lives of fishermen,” he added. “We 
can develop a fishing department 
on modern lines and turn it into a 
profitable industry, after which we 
can bring about a significant and 
pleasant change in the lives of fish-
ermen.”DG opined,”Pakistani fish-
ing industry can play an import-
ant role in the development of the 
country by becoming more active.” 
(Agencies)
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FO summons Afghan Chargé d’Affaires over 
Chaman firing incidents

SC seeks report from PIA pertaining  
new recruitments

NBF’s countrywide campaign attracts book lovers

ICT admin seals two sheesha bars,  
arrests managers

Martyrs of APS remembered;  
solidarity expressed with parents

CDA formulating comprehensive plan  
on waste management

GCUF announces MA/MSc results

RPO, Commissioner direct Murree admin  
to facilitate tourists by all means

Growing encroachments creating mess for Pindites

NPO, APO develop demonstration companies

ISLAMABAD: The Chargé d’Affaires 
of Afghanistan based in Islamabad 
was called in to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to register Pakistan’s strong 
condemnation over recent firing in-
cidents.The FO conveyed condemna-
tion over the unprovoked cross-border 
shelling by Afghan Border Security 
Forces in the Chaman-Spin Boldak 
area, resulting in loss of life, injuries 
and damage to property.It was reit-

erated that protection of civilians re-
mained the responsibility of both sides 
and that recurrence of these incidents 
must be prevented. It was agreed to 
use established institutional mecha-
nisms in this regard.The FO in a state-
ment said Pakistan remained commit-
ted to maintaining fraternal relations 
with Afghanistan.”Peace along the 
Pak-Afghan border is intrinsic to this 
end,” it said.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
(SC) on Friday sought details from 
Pakistan International Airline (PIA) 
regarding the new recruitments. The 
court asked the national airline to 
clarify that against what posts the 250 
new employees would be appointed, 
why these recruitments were required 
and how their salaries would be paid. 
Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan heard the PIA 
case seeking permission for recruit-
ment of new employees in national 
airline. Chief Operations PIA adopted 
the stance that the seven aero planes 
used to take park in international op-
erations. PIA’s lawyer said that the 

national airline had terminated more 
than six thousands employees since 
2018. Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan observed 
that the facts were different as the na-
tional airline was hardly meeting its 
expenditures. How it would pay funds 
for the aircraft, he asked and said that 
the national airline might be demand-
ing grants from government to pay in-
stallments of aircraft and salaries. The 
court said that the PIA had reduced 
6,000 employees but still it wanted to 
take number of employees to the same 
level. The further hearing of the case 
was then adjourned till first week of 
January. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Book 
Foundation (NBF)’s book fair cam-
paign is attracting a large number 
of book lovers, especially students, 
from across the country by arrang-
ing a variety of books on discount-
ed rates. The book fairs are being 
arranged on daily basis in different 
cities with the aim to attract the 
young generation towards book 
reading and instill in them a thirst 
for knowledge. The book fairs are 
also aimed at providing quality 
books on up to 50 percent discount-
ed price so that no one is deprived 
from this facility. The NBF has so 
far arranged book fairs at different 
places across the country, including 
Government Islamia Science Col-
lege Sukkur, Salman Shaheed Mod-

el school for boys Sangjani, Islam-
abad, Madyan Government College 
Swat, Larkana, NUML University 
Quetta, Government College for 
Women University Lahore, Gov-
ernment Elementary College Hus-
saianabad Karachi, and Islamabad 
Model College for Girl (IMCG) G-5. 
A large number of visitors, includ-
ing students, faculty members and 
researchers continue to visit. The 
NBF was established through Par-
liament Act 1972 with the mandate 
to provide books on subsidized 
rates to promote books culture. The 
institutions intending to have book 
fairs for their students can contact 
the NBF through email id: books@
nbf.org.pk and Phone number: 
0519261125. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) administration on 
Friday sealed two sheesha bars and 
arrested the managers of both the 
bars. On the instructions of Deputy 
Commissioner ICT, assistant com-
missioners visited sheesha centers 
and cafs showed resentment over 
the situation, arrested managers of 
two sheesha bars, seized Hukkas, 
their substances, flavored tobacco 
and coals, said a press release issued 
by the ICT administration. During 
the visit, the administration warned 
violators and directed them not to 

serve sheesha/hukkahs till the final-
ization of rules, otherwise, stern ac-
tion would be taken against offend-
ers. Meanwhile, ACs inspected 107 
different areas to ensure adherence 
to the government-notified rate list 
for essential items. During the visits, 
profiteers were fined of Rs15,000 for 
overcharging, whereas, eleven pro-
fessional beggars were also arrest-
ed. Furthermore, the administration 
also sealed two illegal petrol selling 
agencies and two illegal LPG filling 
stations and arrested one person for 
violation.(APP)

KOHAT: The martyrs of most un-
fortunate and tragic terrorist attack 
on Army Public School (APS) in Pe-
shawar on December 16, 2014 were 
remembered and tributes were paid 
to innocent school children, teachers 
and faculty members through differ-
ent programmes and events at Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary School 
Bilitang here. Principal of the school 

Laeese Khan, Khalid Mehmood, 
teachers and students prayed eternal 
peace for the departed souls and ex-
pressed solidarity with the bereaved 
families and paid salute to courage 
and patience of parents of martyred 
children. The students presented the 
national anthem and songs, delivered 
speeches and remembered the sacri-
fices of the tragic incident. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) is formulating a 
comprehensive plan for the disposal of 
wastes using the latest technology to 
ensure cleanliness, and to protect the 
environment. Talking to APP, an offi-
cial of the CDA said the wastes were 
being temporarily and regularly dis-
posed off in deep ravines and ditches. 
CDA had already acquired Sector I-12 
on the area earmarked by Planning 
Wing, he added. “The civic agency has 
initiated process for survey and study 
on existing waste management system 

and it is in the process of implemen-
tation. He further said that steps were 
being taken to formulate a mechanism 
for disposal off such wastes as per in-
ternational standards of sanitation to 
provide healthy environment to the 
residents. “Solid Waste Management 
Operations in Islamabad are conduct-
ed by following the SOPs for waste 
management”, he added. The Sanita-
tion Department of the CDA has also 
urged the general public to dispose of 
garbage in designated places by pack-
ing them in relevant bags. (APP)

FAISALABAD: The Government Col-
lege University Faisalabad on Friday 
announced the results of MA/MSc 
first annual examination-2022. Ac-
cording to gazette notification, a total 
11,570 candidates appeared in the ex-

amination out of which 6,576 passed 
with percentage 56. Vice Chancellor 
GCUF Prof Dr Shahid Kamal and 
Controller Examinations Prof Dr 
Mazhar Hayyat announced the re-
sults. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Regional Police Offi-
cer (RPO) Nasir Mehmood Satti and 
Commissioner Saqib Manan have 
directed the authorities concerned of 
Murree district to utilize all available 
resources to facilitate tourists during 
snowfall season. The RPO and the 
commissioner during a visit reviewed 
arrangements finalized for snowfall 
season in Murree district. Deputy 
Commissioner Murree, Ahmed Hasan 
Ranjha, Senior Superintendent Po-
lice, Operations Rawalpindi, Wasim 
Riaz Khan, SDPO Murree, DSP Traf-
fic Murree, In-charge Rescue 1122, 
representatives of Forest Department, 
Cantonment board Murree, Highway, 
Motorway, IESCO, and departments 
concerned were present on the oc-
casion. The officers gave a detailed 
briefing to the RPO and the commis-

sioner about the final arrangements. 
They also visited different points to re-
view traffic arrangements and issued 
instructions to the officers concerned. 
All institutions should finalize best 
possible arrangements and measures 
to facilitate visitors, the RPO said and 
also instructed to ensure provision of 
all possible services to tourists. All the 
departments should perform their du-
ties with commitment and dedication 
and promote mutual cooperation. It 
was informed that a special control 
room had been set up at the assistant 
commissioner office, Murree which 
was working round the clock to guide 
and assist the tourists. The Tourism 
Police and special squads should 
make coordinated efforts to provide 
the best facilities to the tourists, the 
RPO said. (APP)

Rawalpindi: By Azhar Siddiq Amidst 
oblivious interest of the city manag-
ers to clear roadsides and pavements 
from encroachers, the city residents 
face traffic mess and heavy rush on 
almost all busy and commercial ar-
eas of the city. Ever-increasing en-
croachments in different localities 
of the city have become a perma-
nent source of nuisance for com-
muters with roadside bazaars, street 
hawkers and push up carts prop up 
almost along every main or connect-
ing road. This tendency results in 
frequent traffic jams, create hurdles 
for pedestrians and often results in 
accidents and brawls. It is sometimes 
even difficult for pedestrians to walk 
through Raja Bazaar, City Sadd-
ar Road, Bara Bazaar, Trunk Ba-
zaar, Kishmiri Bazaar, Jamia Masjid 
Road, Narnkari Bazaar, Adiala Road, 

Dalgara Bazaar, Fawara Chowk, 
Sadiqabad, Commercial Market and 
several other localities of the city. 
The situation is no different in Can-
tonment board jurisdictions where 
encroachment mafia freely ruling 
several commercial areas including 
Tench Bhatta, Chungi No 22, Tulsa 
Road, Sher Zaman Colony, Saddar, 
Scheme-III and other areas. As the 
bazaars offering a budget alterna-
tive to the public already experience 
heavy footfall particularly through-
out winter season, the encroachers 
leave minimum space for them to 
tread from one shopping center to 
another. The situation is also not 
different at Circular Road, Banni, 
Gawalmandi, Saddar, Murree Road 
and Commercial Market as residents 
are often seen complaining about the 
spread of this menace.(APP)

LAHORE: The National Productiv-
ity Organization (NPO) Pakistan 
in collaboration with the Asian 
Productivity Organization (APO) 
Tokyo, Japan, developed demon-
stration companies on “Productivi-
ty Enhancement through Chemical 
Management Systems and Envi-
ronmental Management Systems”. 
The APO’s role in development of 
Asia-Pacific region is critical. This 
was highlighted during a dissemina-
tion conference held here on Friday. 
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Ali 
Sajid, Tamgha-e-imtiaz, and a re-
nowned Professor & trainer, said:” 
Working together with the NPO 

Pakistan, we would be able to find 
solutions to long-standing prob-
lems of the industry”. NPO CEO 
Muhammad Alamgir Chaudhry wel-
comed the delegates and apprised 
the participants about the NPO and 
APO services. He said that the pro-
gram would develop a deeper un-
derstanding of industrial processes 
incorporating the latest knowledge 
on environmental management and 
techniques to controll pollution. The 
demonstration company project 
is part of APO’s initiatives to pro-
mote the adoption of productivity 
concepts through CMS and the ISO 
14001:2015 EMS. (APP)

Denmark ambassador 
visits SCCI

Int’l Human Solidarity Day 
to be marked on Dec 20

SIALKOT: Denmark Ambassador 
to Pakistan Jakob Linulf visited the 
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (SCCI) to interact with the 
business community on Friday. Ac-
cording to a press release, the am-
bassador was welcomed by Pres-
ident SCCI Abdul Ghafoor Malik. 
Addressing the participants, the 
president SCCI said the both coun-
tries should ensure dedicated efforts 
to further improve two-way trade 
under the light of GSP+ status. Gha-
foor Malik said that Pakistan could 
also learn from Denmark regarding 
its robust employment generating 
SME sector. He mentioned that Pa-
kistan could follow Denmark by 
investing into projects relating to 
clean energy, artificial intelligence 
and skill development of its youth. 
On this occasion, Jacob Linulf 
praised achievements of the Sialkot 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try and said the both sides needed 
to collaborate to enhance trade. The 
ambassador added that Denmark 
was committed to help Pakistan in 
combatingissues related to climate 
changes. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: International Human 
Solidarity Day will be marked on 
December 20 (Tuesday) to celebrate 
unity in diversity. It also aims to re-
mind people of the importance of 
solidarity in working toward erad-
icating poverty. On International 
Human Solidarity Day, governments 
are reminded of their commitments 
to international agreements on the 
need for human solidarity as an ini-
tiative to fight against poverty. Peo-
ple are encouraged to debate ways 
to promote solidarity and find in-
novative methods to help eradicate 
poverty. Solidarity refers to a union 
of interests, purposes or sympa-
thies among members of a group. In 
the Millennium Declaration, world 
leaders agreed that solidarity was a 
value that was important to interna-
tional relations in the 21st century. 
In light of globalization and grow-
ing inequality, the UN realized that 
strong international solidarity and 
cooperation were needed to achieve 
its Millennium Development Goals. 
The UN was founded on the idea of 
unity and harmony via the concept 
of collective security that relies on its 
members’ solidarity to unite for in-
ternational peace and security.(APP)

River Door cleaned during week long ‘Nikra Abbottabad’ drive

RPO Dera reviews security measures at Majikhel check post Tank

Action against illegal trawling to continue: DG Fisheries
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Three day Theater  
festival kicks off

Current economic situation 
is challenging in Pakistan: 

Governor KPK

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) here 
Friday kicked off a three-day The-
ater Festival featuring thought-pro-
voking plays by university students 
and theater groups. The National 
University Theater Festival “Tama-
sha 22” has been organized in col-
laboration with Quaidian Dramatic 
Club, Quaid e Azam University Is-
lamabad while dramas by students 
of universities, colleges, and youth 
groups from all over Pakistan will 
be staged till December 18. The 
festival includes mimes, plays, re-
enactments, and cultural dances by 
young students from across Paki-
stan. Presenting a fusion of perfor-
mances by student theatrical groups 
of Pakistan, plays based on social 
issues will be staged providing the 
residents of twin cities with a qual-
ity entertainment experience. On 
the first day, a presentation on the 
essentials of the theatre was given 
followed by a mime performance by 
UET Lahore, musical performance 
by Nadir Abbas from QDC Islam-
abad, mime performance by QDC 
Islamabad, and a musical perfor-
mance by Ghilman Rai from QDC 
Islamabad.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) Haji Ghulam 
Ali on Friday said the current eco-
nomic situation is challenging and 
every Pakistani should contribute 
to the development of the country. 
Haji Ghulam Ali, the leader of Pa-
kistan’s business community, said 
this while visiting the Federation 
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) Capital of-
fice after becoming the Governor 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Aminul-
lah Baig, Vice President of FPCCI, 
and Incharge of the Capital Office, 
Mirza Abdul Rehman, organized 
a lunch in the honor of Haji Ghu-
lam Ali. The Governor of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa has given a warm 
welcome on his arrival at the FPC-
CI Capital office. Speaking on the 
occasion, Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa said that the business 
community is the backbone of the 
country and the economy of the 
country is based on the trade by 
the business community. “We have 
to move towards the prosperity of 
Pakistan as the progress is deter-
mined by those who have the abil-
ity, passion, and courage to over-
come difficulties,” he said. All the 
issues of the business community 
should be documented so that they 
could be discussed with the gov-
ernment for remedies. He said the 
biggest problem of the country is 
unemployment and the creation of 
employment opportunities is the re-
sponsibility of trade industries with 
the help of the government. (APP)

Nation to always remember sacrifices of APS martyrs: CM

LUMHS organizes international academic and research summit 2022

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi has said the 
nation salutes great sacrifices of 
the Army Public school (APS) mar-
tyrs. In his message on the anniver-
sary of martyrs of the Army Public 
School Peshawar, he said that the 
martyrs of APS united Pakistani 
nation against terrorism. The De-
cember 16 would always remind us 
of the great sacrifices of the mar-

tyrs of Army Public School and the 
nation would always remember the 
everlasting sacrifices of the chil-
dren and teachers of Army Public 
School, he added. The CM said that 
children laid the foundation of a 
safe and peaceful Pakistan with 
their precious blood, adding small 
flowers offered their precious lives 
for a great cause. Parvez Elahi 
reiterated that the great sacrific-

es of the martyred children gave 
new courage and determination to 
the nation. Martyred children and 
teachers were the heroes of the en-
tire nation, he said. Ch Parvez Ela-
hi expressed full solidarity with the 
families of martyrs of the APS. To-
day thenation was paying homage 
to the sacrifices of the great mar-
tyrs of Army Public School Pesha-
war,he said. (APP)

HYDERABAD: A three-day-long in-
ternational academics and research 
summit 2022 under the theme ‘In-
tegrating Healthcare delivery with 
sustainable development goals’ be-
gan at Liaquat University of Medi-
cal and Health Sciences (LUMHS) 
Jamshoro on Friday. Addressing 
the national and international del-
egates, the Vice Chancellor LUM-
HS. Prof Ikram Din Ujjan said that 
health was crucial for sustainable 
human development, both as an 
absolute human right and an es-
sential contributor to the econom-
ic growth of society. Health is also 
a good cumulative measure of the 
progress of nations in achieving 
sustainable development, he said, 

and added it contributes to nation-
al development through productive 
employment, reduced expenditure 
on illness care, and greater social 
structure. He said that the bene-
fits of development could extend 
across generations by promoting 
good health at all ages. Investments 
in Primary health care can promote 
health across all social groups and 
reduce health inequities within so-
ciety, he added. The Vice-Chancel-
lor informed that the healthcare 
system of the country was facing 
the challenges of an aging popula-
tion and escalating medical costs. 
‘In order to meet the challenges, 
we need structural changes to our 
healthcare system to make it more 

sustainable and affordable, one 
key direction and something that is 
especially relevant to the medical 
profession to strengthen primary 
healthcare with quality and cost 
effectiveness’, he said. Improving 
and performance of health systems 
by enhancing financial and human 
resources, the Vice Chancellor in-
formed that appropriate use of 
technology, community empower-
ment, and good governance will ad-
vance this agenda. The potential for 
providing large-scale employment 
as frontline health workers, par-
ticularly to women and young per-
sons, should be utilized to strength-
en the economy and improve health 
services, he emphasized. (APP)

Govt to facilitate foreign investors to 
promote business: PM

President Alvi terms IT sector game-changer 
for country’s economy

Agha Hassan inaugurates COMSATS University 
Campus in Quetta

First international conference on  
“Innovation in Chemistry, Biochemistry,  

Biotechnology and Bioinformatics” held at IUB

Presiding officers assigned magisterial  
powers for capital LG polls

JAC urges govt to reverse decision on 
Bharakahu Bypass

GB Power Department, European company 
sign agreement to end power crises in GB

PARC develops 3rd aeroponic greenhouse  
for producing virus free seeds of potato

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Friday said the gov-
ernment would extend facilitation to 
foreign investors in a bid to promote 
investment in the country.  The prime 
minister was talking to Naguib Saw-
iris, a prominent businessman from 
Egypt, who led a delegation here at 
the PM House. The prime minister 
said Pakistan was following inves-
tor-friendly policies to encourage 
the foreign businessmen explore 
the investment opportunities. In this 
regard, he mentioned the fields of 
information technology, telecom-
munication, energy, agriculture, 
food processing, livestock, tourism 

and natural resources. Sawiris ex-
pressed his interest in investing in 
more sectors in Pakistan, especially 
in the mining sector. The business 
group of Naguib Sawiris has made 
successful investments in telecom-
munication and real estate sectors 
in Pakistan.(APP)

LAHORE: President Dr Arif Alvi has 
said that the Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT) sector 
is a game-changer for the national 
economy. He stressed the need to 
bring about a paradigm shift in ideas, 
attitudes besides improving intellec-
tual and innovation abilities among 
the youth. Addressing the launching 
ceremony of Web 3.0 here at the Pun-
jab Information Technology Board 
here on Friday, he said that there was 
a need to accelerate speed manifold 
for making solid policies. He said 
such policies should not be rolled 
back by any change in government. 
He stressed finding out-of-the-box 
solutions to the existing and emerg-
ing issues and challenges. He said: 
“We can earn US$15 billion per year 
in the IT sector in two to three years”. 
The president said: “There is a press-

ing need for our political, administra-
tive and intellectual capital to fully 
focus on artificial intelligence in pub-
lic and private sectors while adopting 
a much faster pace than the current 
one, technologies such as blockchain, 
cloud computing, internet of things, 
cyber security and cyber defence, vir-
tual and augmented reality and quan-
tum computing to bring delivery of 
services and quality of products and 
services at par with the internation-
al standards.” He said that the world 
was entering into the next level of 
defence system, which was cyber se-
curity and cyber defence, adding that 
currently Russia-Ukraine war had 
amply demonstrated the power of cy-
ber security and cyber defence to par-
alyse the public services delivery and 
communication and connectivity of 
the rivals territory. (APP)

QUETTA: Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Agha Has-
san Baloch on Friday said that we 
are achieving another milestone 
in Balochistan due to the educa-
tion-friendly initiatives of Pakistan 
Prime Minister Muhammad Shah-
baz Sharif and Sardar Akhtar Jan 
Mengal. Educated Balochistan has 
always been the vision of the Ba-
lochistan National Party-Mengal 
(BNP-M). The establishment of 
the Commission on Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Devel-
opment in the South (COMSATS) 
University Quetta campus is also a 
step in this direction, he added. He 
expressed these views while ad-
dressing the inaugural ceremony of 
COMSATS University Quetta Cam-
pus at PCSIR. The Federal Minister 
announced Rs 20 million from his 

funds for the provision of the uni-
versity saying that we are playing an 
important role in the development of 
the country including Balochistan. 
If technical education facilities are 
provided to students, they will prove 
their worth in the technical field in 
the country, he said. He said that de-
velopment in the field of education 
is necessary to join the race of prog-
ress saying that our effort is to start 
the classes on the campus in March 
2023. Agha Hassan Baloch said that 
the Balochistan National Party is the 
largest political party in the province 
and is trying hard to bring Baloch-
istan to par with the rest of Pakistan 
in the field of development. On this 
occasion, the federal minister also 
announced the establishment of an 
IT park at the University of Baloch-
istan at a cost of one billion.(APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Institute of Chem-
istry, Biotechnology and Bioinfor-
matics and Department of Chem-
istry, Government Sadiq Women 
University, Bahawalpur jointly 
organized the first international 
conference on innovation in Chem-
istry, Biochemistry, Biotechnolo-
gy and Bioinformatics. More than 
100 delegates from Egypt, Japan, 
Iran, Germany, Switzerland, New 
Zealand, China and Pakistani uni-
versities are participating in the 
conference. In his message to the 
conference, Vice Chancellor Engr. 
Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob said that 
the participation of national and 
international experts in the confer-
ence is providing a platform to aca-
demia, researchers and institutions 
related to research and develop-
ment. Apart from various fields of 
chemistry, experts will also discuss 
environment and agriculture. Dean 
Faculty of Chemical and Biological 
Sciences Prof. Dr. Shazia Anjum 
said that there are advancements 
and challenges in chemical and bi-
ological sciences and solutions to 
the challenges faced. She said that 
the Islamia University of Bahawal-

pur is a historical university which 
was established in 1925 and cur-
rently more than 2000 teachers and 
65 thousand students are studying 
in sciences, social sciences, arts, 
religious studies, medical and other 
fields in 16 faculties. She appreciat-
ed the participation of domestic and 
foreign delegates in the conference 
and welcomed them. Vice Chan-
cellor Government Sadiq Women 
University Bahawalpur Prof. Dr. 
Saiqa Imtiaz Asif said that this con-
ference is a joint effort of two uni-
versities and will give Bahawalpur 
region a unique position in the field 
of chemistry. Gunma University Ja-
pan, Prof. Dr. Hiroyuki Oku, Uni-
versity of Malaya Egypt, Prof. Dr. 
Hesham R. El-Seedi spoke in the 
opening session. Director Institute 
of Chemistry Prof. Dr. Abdul Rauf 
said that the Department of Chem-
istry was established in 1925 and 
was upgraded in 2021 to integrate 
scientific research according to 
contemporary challenges. He said 
that it is very important to hold the 
conference in South Punjab where 
eminent domestic and foreign dele-
gates are participating. (PR)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on Friday 
authorized the presiding officers, 
appointed for Local Government 
Polls in Islamabad, to exercise the 
powers of first class magistrate 
under the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1898 from Dec 29 to 31. A 
notification in this respect was is-
sued by ECP Deputy Director (Lo-
cal Government Elections -ICT) 
Naveed-ur-Rehman. The presiding 

officers shall exercise the powers of 
first class magistrate in respect of 
election-related offenses defined in 
section 169 punishable under Sec-
tion 171, punishable under Section 
174 of the Election Act,2017 and 
may take cognizance of any such of-
fense under Section 190 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure. The offenses 
will be tried summarily under the 
relevant provisions of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Joint Action 
Committee (JAC) Quaid-i-Azam 
University Islamabad on Friday de-
manded of the government to re-
verse the decision of constructing 
Bharakahu Bypass on the univer-
sity’s land. The demand was made 
during a press briefing held here to 
highlight the issue of Bharakahu by-
pass. The President of the Academ-
ic staff association, Officer welfare 
association, Employee welfare asso-
ciation and QAU alumni association 
briefed the media. QAU had started 
onsite teach-in, to protest the con-
struction of the Bharakahu Bypass 
project, which entered its 13th day. 
The faculty, staff, students and 
alumni of Quaid-i-Azam University 
have started the “Onsite Teach-In” 
at the construction site. The stu-
dents attended the classes at the 
protest site to register their protest 

and minimize academic loss. A sym-
bolic peace walk was also organized 
by the Joint Action Committee, com-
prising representatives of academ-
ics, officers, employees, and QAU 
alumni associations who showed 
severe reservations about the bisec-
tion of the university land. The par-
ticipants highlighted that the QAU 
community was not against any 
public welfare project; however, the 
university land should not be used. 
The bypass should be realigned as 
per the original plan. They said that 
the project would split the universi-
ty’s land into two non-communicat-
ing parts, and that was not accept-
able. The Joint Action Committee 
Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU) 
Islamabad released a fact sheet on 
important issues about QAU land 
and the ongoing Bhara Kahu Bypass 
Project.(APP)

GILGIT: An agreement has been 
signed between the Department of 
Power Gilgit-Baltistan and the Eu-
ropean private company JACOB 
IROON International Ventures to sup-
ply 180MW electricity from dual fuel 
to overcome the power crises in GB. 
According to a statement issued by 
the spokesperson of the Department 
of Power GB here Friday, Secretary 
Power Gilgit-Baltistan Zafar Waqar 
Taj and Director of European Private 
Company Haras Bhatti signed a for-
mal agreement following the tireless 
work of the Department of Power 
and special interest of the provincial 

government that to end the current 
power crisis in Gilgit-Baltistan. The 
agreement was approved by the pro-
vincial government this week. As per 
the agreement, the private company 
JACOB AROON International Ven-
tures will be responsible for the sup-
ply of 180 megawatts of electricity for 
15 years through dual fuel. According 
to the agreement, the private compa-
ny will be obliged to provide electric-
ity in Gilgit, Skardu, Hunza, Nagar, 
Astor districts and Chilas city for 15 
years, after which all the machinery 
will be owned by the provincial gov-
ernment. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Agricultural 
Research Center (NARC) in collabora-
tion with the Korean Program on In-
ternational Agricultural (KOPIA) has 
established 3rd aeroponic greenhouse 
to produce virus-free seed potatoes for 
enhancing the local output of the crop. 
The initiative was part of Pakistan-Ko-
rea cooperation in the field of agricul-
ture development and the transfer of 
technology to enhance the output of 
crops and farm income, particularly 
small landholders across the country 
to alleviate poverty in the rural areas, 
said Chairman Pakistan Agriculture 

Research Council (PARC) Dr Ghulam 
Muhammad Ali. Talking to APP here 
on Friday, he said that potato seed 
through aeroponic technology would 
save Rs8 billion, which was being 
spent annually on the import of potato 
seed into the country. He said that only 
one percent of potato seed is produced 
locally as the potato is the fourth most 
important and cash-generating crop, 
but due to the lack of good quality 
seeds, it is facing problems like reduc-
tion in production and the initiative 
would help to produce enough seeds 
to tackle with local needs.(APP)
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Philippines’ ocean-based industries grow 6.7 pct in 2021

IMF lowers Zimbabwe’s growth projection to 3.5 pct in 2022

S.Korean government warns of economic slump for 7th month

EU warns Musk of ‘sanctions’ after Twitter suspensions

Asian stocks join global retreat as central banks see higher rates

Philippines’ Marcos signs 94.55 bln USD budget for 2023

China approved major projects worth 1.5 trln yuan by end-November

€43.76m loan agreement signed for construction of 500kV Chakwal grid station

MANILA: The ocean economy in 
the Philippines grew by 6.7 percent 
in 2021, posting a gross value added 
(GVA) of 707.80 billion pesos (rough-
ly 12.70 billion U.S. dollars) from 
663.06 billion pesos (approximately 
11.89 billion U.S. dollars) in 2020, the 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 
said on Friday. The statistics agency 
said the ocean-based industries ac-
counted for 3.6 percent of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) at current pric-

es in 2021. Among the industries, the 
PSA said ocean fishing accounted for 
the largest share of 33.9 percent of the 
total ocean economy, followed by the 
manufacture of ocean-based prod-
ucts (23 percent), sea-based trans-
portation and storage (14.8 percent), 
and ocean-based power generation, 
transmission and distribution (12.8 
percent). Among the major economic 
sectors, the PSA said the ocean indus-
try accounted for the largest share of 

the total ocean economy, amounting 
to 42.2 percent of the total ocean-
based GVA activities. Fishing had a 
33.9 percent share, while services 
contributed 23.9 percent. The number 
of employed persons in ocean-based 
industries was 1.99 million in 2021, 
higher than the 1.89 million persons 
employed in 2020. Ocean-based em-
ployees accounted for 4.5 percent of 
the total employment in the country 
in 2021.(Agencies)

HARARE: Zimbabwe’s economic 
growth is forecast to slow to 3.5 per-
cent in 2022 due to renewed domes-
tic and external shocks, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) said 
Thursday. After registering a robust 
growth of 8.5 percent in 2021 due to 
the government’s swift response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the econo-
my is now under pressure from mul-
tiple shocks, the IMF said. “Renewed 
domestic and external shocks are, 
however, adversely affecting econom-

ic and social conditions. Real GDP 
growth is thus expected to decline 
to about 3.5 percent in 2022,” IMF 
team leader Dhaneshwar Ghura said 
in a statement at the conclusion of 
the IMF Article IV Mission to Zimba-
bwe. Ghura said a surge in inflation, 
erratic rainfall, electricity shortages, 
and the Russia-Ukraine conflict are 
some of the shocks impacting nega-
tively on Zimbabwe’s economy. The 
IMF acknowledged Zimbabwe’s ef-
forts to stabilize the local foreign ex-

change market and lower inflation 
but warned that uncertainty remains 
high while the economic outlook will 
depend on the implementation of key 
policies and the evolution of external 
shocks. Ghura added that durable 
macroeconomic stability and revital-
izing structural reforms would sup-
port Zimbabwe’s development ob-
jectives as embodied in its economic 
blueprint, the National Development 
Strategy 1 running from 2021-2025.
(Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korea’s monthly eco-
nomic report on Friday warned of 
an economic slump for the seventh 
successive month with high inflation 
and sluggish export, according to the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance. 
The report, called the Green Book, 
showed worries about an economic 
slowdown as the domestic demand re-
covery slowed gradually while export 
and economic sentiment continued 
to falter amid the still high inflation. 
The ministry noted that uncertainty 

lasted over the global economy due to 
global inflation and geopolitical risks 
in Europe despite lower volatility in 
the global financial market, caused by 
expectations for slower interest rate 
hikes. The country’s consumer prices 
gained 5.0 percent in November from a 
year earlier, staying above 5 percent for 
the seventh consecutive month. Export 
dropped 14.0 percent in November 
from a year earlier, after skidding 5.7 
percent in the previous month. Senti-
ment among consumers over econom-

ic situations slipped 2.3 points over the 
month to 86.5 in November. Retail sale, 
which reflects private consumption, 
and production in the services industry 
shrank for the second straight month 
in October on a monthly basis. Credit 
card spending increased 6.4 percent in 
November from a year earlier, after ex-
panding 10.1 percent in October. Rev-
enue among department stores added 
1.1 percent in November on a yearly 
basis, down from a 7.0 percent gain in 
the previous month.(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The EU on Friday 
warned Elon Musk that Twitter 
could be subject to sanctions under 
a future media law after the “worry-
ing” suspension of several journal-
ists from the messaging platform. 
“News about arbitrary suspension 
of journalists on Twitter is worrying. 
EU’s Digital Services Act requires 
respect of media freedom and fun-
damental rights. This is reinforced 
under our Media Freedom Act,” EU 
commissioner Vera Jourova posted 
on Twitter. “Elon Musk should be 

aware of that. There are red lines. 
And sanctions, soon.” Jourova’s 
warning came backed by two pieces 
of EU legislation, one of them not yet 
adopted. The Digital Services Act 
(DSA) requires companies serving 

European web users to meet strict 
standards against manipulative al-
gorithms, disinformation and other 
online harm. It came into force on 
November 16 but is not fully appli-
cable across the EU’s 27 countries 
until next March for the biggest 
online platforms -- likely to include 
Twitter -- and a year later for others. 
Companies found in violation of the 
DSA could be fined sums equal to 
up to six percent of the global reve-
nue -- or even banned from the huge 
EU market. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Asian stocks fell Fri-
day as investors contemplated inter-
est rates going higher than expected 
for an extended period after central 
banks reaffirmed their commitment 
to bringing down inflation. After a 
healthy rally in recent weeks fuelled 
by signs that price rises were slowing, 
the US Federal Reserve and Europe-
an Central Bank this week crushed 
any Christmas spirit by hiking bor-
rowing costs again and warning of 
more pain to come. While inflation 
in most countries has started coming 

down from the highs seen earlier this 
year -- helped by a drop in energy 
costs -- they remain at multi-decade 
highs. And observers have warned 
that economies could be heading for 
a period of stagflation where prices 
keep rising but growth stalls. After 
a rough week for markets, anxiety 
was enhanced on Wednesday after 
the Fed hiked rates as expected but 
indicated they would likely have to 
go higher than had been expected, 
ramping up fears of a recession. That 
was followed by similar moves by 

the ECB on Thursday, with its boss 
Christine Lagarde warning: “We 
have more ground to cover, we have 
longer to go and we are in for a long 
game.” The Bank of England also 
lifted rates and said more hikes were 
on the cards. The decisions came as 
data also showed that almost a year 
of monetary tightening was hitting 
the economy more and more, with US 
retail sales dropping in November as 
American consumers -- the key driver 
of growth -- began to feel the pinch. 
(Agencies)

MANILA: Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. asked Congress 
on Monday for a record $94.40 bil-
lion (5.29 trillion pesos) government 
budget in 2023 to support an ambi-
tious policy agenda aimed at boosting 
growth and lifting millions out of pov-
erty. Marcos’ proposed budget, which 
is equal to 22.2% of the country’s total 
economic output, is nearly 5% higher 
than his predecessor’s spending plan 

for 2022. Marcos aims to expand the 
Southeast Asian economy by as much 
as 8% during his six-year term to keep 
its place among Asia’s fastest-grow-
ing nations, and halve the poverty 
rate, which stood at 18.1% in 2021. 
Education, infrastructure, food secu-
rity, healthcare and clean energy got 
top priority in the 2023 budget, which 
was presented to Congress by a pres-
idential representative. Congress is 

expected to approve the budget by 
October and Marcos is expected to 
sign it into law before year’s end. The 
education sector will receive the high-
est allocation of 852.8 billion pesos 
or 16% of the total budget, followed 
by public works with 13%, health-
care with 5%, and social welfare with 
about 4%, Marcos said in a statement 
that accompanied the budget propos-
al. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China had approved 106 
major projects with a total investment 
of about 1.5 trillion yuan (about 214.9 
billion U.S. dollars) by the end of 
November 2022, in its bid to expand 
effective investment, China’s top eco-
nomic planner said on Friday. By the 
end of November, over 2,700 proj-
ects financed by the country’s poli-
cy-based and developmental financial 

instruments had all started construc-
tion, the National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC) said 
in a statement. The total annual in-
vestment quota -- worth 640 billion 
yuan -- from the central government 
budget has all been allocated, and the 
rate of projects undergoing construc-
tion has reached the highest level in 
nearly five years. The NDRC said it 

will speed up the use of policy-based 
and developmental financial instru-
ments and infrastructure projects 
development, in order to expand ef-
fective investment. “With the imple-
mentation of optimized COVID-19 
response and pro-economy policies, 
China’s economic growth pace is ex-
pected to maintain an upward trend,” 
the NDRC said.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The National Trans-
mission & Despatch Company 
(NTDC) on Friday inked 43.76 mil-
lion Euro loan agreement with KfW 
Bank for financing the construction 
of 500 kV Chakwal Grid Station. 
Apart from this, another grant agree-

ment amounting to 2.4 million Euro 
was also signed which was provided 
by the Government of Germany for 
capacity building in NTDC, said a 
press release. Mr. Sebastian Jacobi, 
Director KfW, Islamabad, Dr. Kazim 
Niaz, Secretary (Economic Affairs 

Division) and MD NTDC, Engr. Dr. 
Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan signed 
the agreements. The construction of 
500 kV grid station Chakwal will be 
done on a swathe of land measuring 
715.13 Kanal in district Chakwal. 
(Agencies)

Rupee loses 23 paisa against dollar

Tokyo stocks open lower on  
global recession worries

Turkish Airlines cancels some flights to 
Brussels due to strike

Algeria’s gas exports hit record high in 2022

Croatia’s inflation in Nov reaches record high

Gold price up by Rs 500 per tola

PSX witnesses bullish trend, loses 121 points

ISLAMABAD: The exchange rate of 
the Pakistan rupee depreciated by 23 
paisa against the US dollar in the in-
terbank trading on Friday and closed 
at Rs 224.93 against the previous day’s 
closing of Rs 224.70. According to the 
Forex Association of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates of dollar 
in the open market were recorded at 
Rs 231.8 and Rs 234.1 respectively. 
The price of the euro was increased 
by 07 paisa and closed at Rs 239.19 
against the previous day’s closing of 
Rs 239.12, according to State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP). The Japanese Yen lost 
two paisa to close at Rs1.63, whereas a 

decrease of Rs 4.00 was witnessed in 
the exchange rate of the British Pound, 
which was traded at Rs 274.02 as com-
pared to its last closing of Rs 278.02. 
The exchange rates of the Emirates 
Dirham and Saudi Riyal increased by 
07 paisa each to close at Rs 61.24 and 
Rs 59.80. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Tokyo stocks opened lower 
on Friday, extending sharp falls on 
Wall Street driven by lacklustre US re-
tail sales data and fears central bank 
interest rate hikes will prompt a global 
recession. The benchmark Nikkei 225 
index was down 1.34 percent, or 376.58 
points, at 27,675.12 in early trade, 
while the broader Topix index fell 0.98 
percent, or 19.12 points, to 1,954.61. 
The dollar fetched 137.68 yen in ear-
ly Asian trade, against 137.80 yen in 
New York late Thursday. “The shift in 
the market’s focus from its infatuation 
with inflation and the Fed to the eco-
nomic growth momentum was on full 

display overnight, mainly through the 
lens of the market’s adverse reaction 
to a fragile set of macro data points,” 
Stephen Innes, managing partner of 
SPI Asset Management, said in a note. 
“November headline and core retail 
sales came in weaker than expected, 
hinting that the resilience of the US 
consumer, which has underpinned 
stocks and recent risk appetite, has 
fallen under scrutiny.” The latest data 
“confirms the US economy is trending 
in the wrong direction,” he said, add-
ing “there is a strong chance we are 
heading for a recession sometime next 
year.” (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Turkish Airlines can-
celed some flights on Friday to Brus-
sels because of a strike at Brussels 
Airport, which decreased the capac-
ity. The air carrier said flights with 
numbers TK1939-1940 and TK1943-
1944 were canceled. Various trade 

unions in Belgium have called for a 
one-day strike on Friday to demand 
better wages in the face of rising 
costs of living. The strike will like-
ly negatively affect businesses and 
transportation across the country.
(Agencies)

ALGIERS: Algeria’s gas exports 
hit a record high of 56 billion cu-
bic meters in 2022, a government 
official said. Miloud Medjelled, the 
director general of foresight at the 
Energy Ministry, told the state ra-
dio on Thursday that gas exports 
are likely to increase in the coming 
year. Medjelled pointed out that au-
thorities are seeking to rationalize 
the consumption of gas destined for 
electricity production, in an attempt 
to take advantage of the high glob-
al gas prices. On Tuesday, Algerian 
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune 
called on his country’s national hy-
drocarbons company, Sonatrach, to 
double its gas production to reach 
100 billion cubic meters of exports 
annually in 2023. “The country pro-
duces 102 billion cubic meters of 

gas annually, half of which is con-
sumed by the local market. I hope 
that in 2023, Sonatrach, will reach 
the export of 100 billion cubic me-
ters.” The total Algerian production 
amounts to 130 billion cubic meters 
of gas annually, according to Sona-
trach data, of which more than 50 
billion is exported. The global de-
mand for natural gas is witnessing 
rapid growth during the current 
year, especially by the EU, which is 
looking for alternatives to Russian 
energy sources. In the past months, 
Sonatrach signed contracts to sup-
ply additional quantities of gas to 
Italy, amounting to 9 billion cubic 
meters annually, in addition to sup-
plying 300 million cubic meters of 
gas to Slovenia for the first time 
since 2012. (Agencies)

ZAGREB: Inflation in Croatia hit a 
record 13.5 percent in November, 
the highest since 2004 when the 
country started measuring inflation, 
the Croatian Bureau of Statistics 
(CBS) said in a statement on Friday. 
According to the statement, pric-
es for food and non-alcoholic bev-
erages increased the most at 19.2 
percent. Prices in restaurants and 
hotels grew 17 percent, while pric-
es for house equipment and house 

maintenance increased 16.6 per-
cent. Housing, water, electricity, gas 
and other fuels jumped 16.5 percent 
and transport costs were 13.3 per-
cent higher than in the same period 
last year. The previous inflation re-
cord was in October when consum-
er prices increased by 13.2 percent. 
The Croatian government expects 
an inflation rate of 10.4 percent in 
2022, and then a fall to about 5.7 
percent next year.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The prices of per tola 
24 karat gold increased by Rs 500 
to Rs 171,400 on Thursday against 
its sale at Rs 170,900 during the 
previous day. The rates of 10 gram 
24 karat gold also increased by Rs 
429 to Rs 146,948 from Rs 146,519 
whereas as the price of ten gram 22 
karat gold went up to Rs 134,702 

from Rs 134,309, All Sindh Sara-
fa Jewellers Association said. The 
price of per tola and ten gram silver 
remained unchanged at Rs 1990 and 
Rs 1706.10 respectively. The price of 
gold in the international market de-
creased by $ 30 to $1878 compared 
to its sale at $1808, the association 
reported. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The 100-index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bullish trend on Friday, gaining 
121.72 points, a positive change of 0.30 
percent, closing at 41,301.48 against 
41,179.76 points on the previous day. 
A total of 139,659,870 shares were 
traded during the day as compared to 
245,017,196 shares the previous day, 
whereas the price of shares stood at 
Rs 4.167 billion against Rs 7.595 billion 
on the last trading day. As many as 330 
companies transacted their shares in 
the stock market; 124 of them recorded 

gains and 185 sustained losses, where-
as the share price of 21 companies re-
mained unchanged.The three top-trad-
ing companies were Bank Al-Falah 
with 17,468,556 shares at Rs 30.75 
per share, WorldCall Telecom with 
12,449,827 shares at Rs 1.27 per share 
and Dewan Motors with 8,107,500 
shares at Rs 14.55 per share. Unilever 
Foods witnessed a maximum increase 
of Rs 1000 per share price, closing at Rs 
25000, whereas the runner-up was Pak 
Services with a Rs 100 rise in its per 
share price to Rs 1450. (Agencies)
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KARACHI: Azhar Ali, Pakistan’s 
one of the most successful batters, 
will hang his boots following the 
third Test against England, which 
begins on Saturday. With 7,097 
runs in 96 matches at an average 
of 42.49, Azhar is Pakistan’s fifth 
leading Test run-getter behind You-
nis Khan (10,099), Javed Miandad 
(8,832), Inzamam-ul-Haq (8,829) 
and Mohammad Yousuf (7,530). In 
2010, Azhar, as a 25-year-old, made 
his Test debut in England against 
Australia at Lord’s and scored his 
maiden Test half-century in only his 
second match. He would score 34 
more half-centuries and went past 
the 100-run mark on 19 instances. 
Azhar, 37, is the only Pakistan batter 
to score a triple-century in a pink-
ball Test - a feat that he achieved 
against the West Indies at Dubai in 
2016. That unbeaten 302 remains his 
highest score in Test cricket. Over 
the course of his 12-year career, 
Azhar also made two double-cen-
turies – 226 against Bangladesh in 
Dhaka (May 2015) and 205 not out 
against Australia in Melbourne (De-

cember 2016) - and has, at least, one 
century in Australia, Bangladesh, 
England, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, the West Indies 
and Zimbabwe. Against Australia 
in Abu Dhabi in 2014, Azhar scored 
a century in each innings (109 and 
100 not out) to help Pakistan win the 
second Test by 356 runs and two-
Test series 2-0. Azhar captained Pa-
kistan in nine Tests in two separate 
tenures from 2016 till 2020. Azhar 
retired from One-Day Internationals 
in 2018 – a year after helping Paki-
stan win the ICC Champions Trophy 
2017. In that tournament, Azhar had 
scores of 50 (v India), 9 (v South 
Africa), 34 (v Sri Lanka), 76 (v En-
gland in semi-final) and 59 (v India 
in final). (Agencies)

GLASGOW: Rangers’ first compet-
itive match under new manager 
Michael Beale ended in victory as 
they twice came from behind to beat 
Hibernian 3-2 at Ibrox on Thurs-
day. Alfredo Morelos’s goal shortly 
after the hour mark sealed a win 
that left Rangers six points behind 
leaders and arch-rivals Celtic, with 
the reigning Scottish Premiership 
champions in action away to Ab-
erdeen on Saturday. Hibs defender 
Ryan Porteous -- linked with a move 
to Rangers -- broke the deadlock 
just eight minutes in with a head-
er from a corner. Fashion Saka-
la drew Rangers level in the 15th 
minute only for Hibs striker Kevin 
Nisbet to regain the lead for the Ed-
inburgh club moments later. Ryan 
Jack, however, drew Rangers level 
in the 58th minute, and four min-
utes afterwards Morelos tapped in 
the winner. “We had a nice chat at 
half-time and said to take the emo-
tion out the game and play the game 

for what it was,” Beale told the BBC. 
He added: “The reality that hit me 
tonight is there’s a lot of anxiety to 
get through, but the character of the 
team is good and we dominated in 
the second half and we deserved to 
win the game.” Beale spent three 
years at Rangers as a member of 
Steven Gerrard’s coaching team and 
then followed the Liverpool great to 
Aston Villa. He then took charge of 
English Championship club Queens 
Park Rangers for just 22 games be-
fore, controversially, returning to 
Glasgow after Giovanni van Bron-
ckhorst was sacked. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Tennis fans attend-
ing the Indian Wells tournament in 
Southern California this coming 
March will not be required to prove 
they are vaccinated against Covid-19 
before entering the grounds, organ-
isers said. The change in policy fol-
lowed consultation with health and 
industry experts, the tournament 
said in a statement. “The 2023 BNP 
Paribas Open will not require proof 
of Covid-19 vaccination for fans at-
tending the event at the Indian Wells 
Tennis Garden,” the statement said, 
referring to its official name. “We 
will continue to closely monitor the 
situation leading up to the tourna-
ment and re-evaluate any policies as 
necessary.” The prestigious Masters 
1000 event in the Southern Califor-
nia desert was one of the first ma-

jor sporting events to be cancelled 
in March 2020 as the virus began to 
take hold in the US. Fans were re-
quired to show digital proof of vac-
cination this year, but there were no 
capacity restraints and masks were 
not required. The tournament said 
its policy on indoor dining will be 
assessed closer to the event, which 
kicks off with qualifiers on March 6 
and concludes March 19. (Agencies)

PUCHONG: Malaysian wrestler 
Nor “Phoenix” Diana executes a 
spectacular aerial manoeuvre, then 
wraps her arms around her oppo-
nent and slams her down in the ring 
as hundreds of spectators cheer. 
Hijab-wearing Nor Diana is spear-
heading attempts to break down 
the gender barrier in the niche, 
male-dominated sport in the coun-
try. The diminutive 23-year-old’s 
charisma and agility against not 
only women opponents but also 
men have won her acclaim from 
many fans, but she remains Malay-
sia’s only full-time woman wrestler. 
“For women to be the main event 
of the show it’s very, very difficult,” 
Nor Diana – a pseudonym because 
she prefers not to reveal her true 
identity – tells AFP after a recent 
fight in Puchong. “Some fans don’t 
give 100%, they go for toilet breaks 
during female rounds. They don’t 
really see us at the same level as 
the guys.” Wrestling competitions 
in Malaysia are similar to the style 

adopted by World Wrestling En-
tertainment (WWE) in the United 
States, but on a much smaller scale. 
Like WWE, the Malaysian version is 
as much theatre as sport, as players 
compete in matches ending in pre-
determined outcomes. But while 
there are dozens of women wres-
tlers in WWE, Nor Diana is the only 
one in the Malaysia-based Apac 
Wrestling, despite the organisation’s 
attempts to bolster the number.She 
started training in wrestling in 2015 
– following a teenage dream – and 
made her debut a few months later. 
(Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: You can easily use your 
powers of persuasion to win people 
round to your way of thinking to-
day but don’t pretend that you know 
all the facts. If there are any doubts 
about what you want them to do then 
you must be up front about it.
– TAURUS: A partner or loved one 
won’t thank you for interfering in 
their personal affairs today but later 
on they will recognize not only that 
you had their interests at heart but 
that you were doing the right thing. 
The fact is you see more clearly than 
they do.
– GEMINI: Good news is coming your 
way but you may miss it if you are so 
caught up in your own worries and 
woes. Yes, the world can be an unkind 
place at times but compared to the 
majority of mankind you are doing 
rather well. Celebrate that fact.
– CANCER: You may be reluctant to 
turn down an offer of some sort, most 
likely because you don’t want to make 
someone angry and cause a scene, but 
if you are smart you will say “thanks 
but no thanks”. It’s your money and 
your reputation that is at stake.
– LEO: If you see or hear something to 
your advantage today don’t hesitate 
to make use of it. Some people might 
say you are taking too much of a risk 
but you have never been the sort to 

play it safe and are not about to start 
now.
– VIRGO: A work colleague will try to 
saddle you with the blame for a mis-
take that was not entirely your fault. 
Don’t let them get away with it. If you 
are honest enough to hold up your 
hand and take responsibility then 
they must do likewise.
– LIBRA: A work colleague will try to 
saddle you with the blame for a mis-
take that was not entirely your fault. 
Don’t let them get away with it. If you 
are honest enough to hold up your 
hand and take responsibility then 
they must do likewise.
– SCORPIO: If you believe that all 
things are possible then they will be, 
but don’t lose sight of the fact that it 
won’t just happen as if by magic – you 
still have to put in the hard yards. For-
tunately, yours is a sign that knows 
what hard work is about.
– SAGITTARIUS: You will find it easy 
to win friends and influence people 
today but having got their attention 
you will then have to deliver on your 
promises. Also, make sure that any-
thing you want other people to do you 
are able to do yourself – in fact, do it 
first.
– CAPRICORN: You will need to work 
closely with other people today if you 
are to reach the rather lofty goals you 
have set yourself. You may have ideas 
coming out of your ears, and energy 
to match, but it will take teamwork to 
make it happen.
– ACQUARIUS: You won’t lack for 
ideas over the next 24 hours but there 
is a danger you might try to do too 
much at once and end up accomplish-
ing nothing at all. Take it one day at 
a time and one idea at a time. That’s 
more than enough.
– PISCES: If you have something to 
say today then say it and don’t worry 
about offending people who may not 
agree with you. Both at home and at 
work the planets insist that you call 
it as you see it. The most important 
messages are rarely well accepted. 
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World Dodgeball c’ship 
opens in Cairo

Awareness programme to 
protect youth from drugs, 

electronic devices

CAIRO: The World Dodgeball Cham-
pionship has been launched in Cairo, 
in the attendance of more than 400 
female and male athletes representing 
seven countries, it was reported on 
Friday. The opening ceremony, held 
on Thursday, was attended by Prince 
Saud bin Abdulaziz bin Mohammed, 
President of the board of Directors of 
the Saudi Dodgeball Federation, Mo-
hammed El-Mishel, Member of the 
federation, Amro Moheb, President of 
the Egyptian and African Dodgeball 
federations, and Tom Hickson, Pres-
ident of the World Dodgeball Federa-
tion. Making its debut in Cairo event, 
which will last until December 17, the 
Saudi dodgeball team is scheduled to 
play its Malaysian counterpart today. 
The Saudi team’s coming meetings 
will take place tomorrow against Ja-
pan, Egypt, USA, and South Africa re-
spectively, organizers said. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The sports Department 
Punjab continued to organise its 
awareness programmes for the safe-
ty of young boys and girls from the 
menace of drugs and electronic de-
vices. Punjab University’s Al-Raazi 
Hall hosted Youth Affairs and Sports 
Department Punjab’s latest awareness 
session here on Friday. Additional 
Secretary Sports Malik Sanaullah, 
Director Admin Syed Umair Hassan, 
Assistant Director Youth Affairs Na-
zish Noor, Project Development Spe-
cialist Qasim Zia, Research Officer Sa-
dia Pervaiz, Director Students Affairs 
Prof Dr M Shafique, Deputy Director 
Students Affairs Dr Ali Klasra, Deputy 
Director Students Affairs Dr Shahzeb 
khan, Incharge Students Counseling 
Services Ms Sadia Shahzeb, Direc-
torate of Students Affairs Dr Akram, 
CMO PU Health center Dr Abdul Qa-
yum, Director Career counseling and 
placement center. (Agencies)

Gill, Pujara hit tons as India dominate Bangladesh in first Test

FIFA chief announces plans for 32-team Club World Cup

Ferrer to be named Spain’s new Davis Cup captain

Argentina near full-strength for World Cup final against France

CHITTAGONG: Shubman Gill and 
Cheteshwar Pujara each struck a 
century as India took control of 
the first Test against Bangladesh 
in Chittagong on Friday. The visi-
tors declared their second innings 
on 258-2 in the third session of the 
third day to set the home side a 
daunting 513-run target. Bangla-
desh were all out for 150 runs in 
their first innings, leaving India the 
overwhelming favourites to secure 
victory. “Obviously we will see a re-
sult in this match. Either we will win 

or they will win,” said Bangladesh 
all-rounder Mehidy Hasan. “But our 
batsmen need to take responsibili-
ty,” he said. “The wicket is still good. 
Execution is very important.” In-
dia’s skipper KL Rahul called back 
his batsmen once Pujara brought up 
his 19th Test hundred with a four 
off Taijul Islam soon after their lead 
surpassed the 500-run mark. Pu-
jara, who scored 90 in India’s first 
innings total of 404, was unbeat-
en on 102 after smashing 13 fours, 
with former skipper Virat Kohli 19 

not out at the other end. Gill earlier 
completed his maiden Test century 
before he was dismissed by Me-
hidy for 110.Gill, who hit 10 fours 
and three sixes, shared a 113-run 
partnership for the second wicket 
with Pujara, after Rahul holed out 
to Taijul Islam at fine leg off Khaled 
Ahmed on 23. Bangladesh survived 
the day unscathed in their second 
innings, reaching 42-0 at stumps to 
leave them still needing another 471 
runs to pull off the unlikeliest of vic-
tories. (Agencies)

DOHA: FIFA chief Gianni Infanti-
no announced plans on Friday for 
a 32-team Club World Cup from 
2025, despite reported opposition 
from Europe’s biggest clubs. An ex-
pansion of the competition has long 
been a pet project of Infantino’s. 
A 24-team event, featuring eight 
sides from Europe, was planned for 
2021 in China but was put on hold 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Infantino said the new-look tour-
nament would be even bigger than 
first planned. “We had agreed a few 

years ago to have a new 24-team 
men’s Club World Cup,” the FIFA 
president said at the World Cup in 
Doha on Friday. “It should have tak-
en place in 2021 but was postponed 
because of Covid. The new competi-
tion will take place in 2025 and will 
feature 32 teams, making it really 
like a World Cup.” eports in the Brit-
ish media this week said European 
clubs had rejected FIFA’s proposal 
to launch the new-look competition. 
The plans are for an expanded tour-
nament to be held every four years 

instead of annually, as is the case for 
the current seven-team event. “The 
first edition will take place in 2025 
in the summer and during that slot 
where in past years it was the Con-
federations Cup,” Infantino said. “It 
will be slightly longer because there 
will be 32 teams but they will be the 
best teams in the world who will 
be invited to participate.” Infantino 
said next year’s Club World Cup, in 
its current format, would take place 
in Morocco from February 1 to 11, 
2023. (Agencies)

MADRID: Former world No 3 David 
Ferrer is set to replace Sergi Bru-
guera as Spain’s new Davis Cup cap-
tain, the country’s tennis federation 
(RFET) said. Ferrer, 40, had signed 
an agreement to captain Spain for 
the next three years – and will be of-
ficially presented in his new role in 
Madrid on Monday, the RFET said 
in a statement on Thursday. Ferrer 
won the Davis Cup as a player on 
three occasions with Spain, lifting 
the trophy in 2008, 2009, and 2011 
– as well as a runners-up finish in 
2012. In his best showing at a Grand 

Slam, he reached the 2013 final at 
Roland Garros, where he was beat-
en by fellow Spaniard Rafa Nadal. 
He twice reached the semifinals of 
the Australian Open and US Open. 
Ferrer retired from the sport in 
2019. He was appointed as the tour-

nament director for the Davis Cup 
Finals in June. He replaces two-time 
French Open winner Bruguera, who 
was appointed captain in 2018 and 
led Spain to their sixth Davis Cup 
title in 2019. Spain, who were with-
out world No 1 Carlos Alcaraz and 
Nadal, were beaten 2-0 by Croatia in 
a quarterfinals tie at the 2022 Davis 
Cup Finals in Malaga last month. 
Spain’s next assignment in the Da-
vis Cup will come in September 
next year, after the team received 
a wild card into the finals in 2023.  
(Agencies)

DOHA: Argentina made a statement in 
their 3-0 World Cup semifinal win over 
Croatia and will head into Sunday’s 
showpiece with two players back from 
suspension and Angel Di Maria fit and 
ready to face France. Defenders Gon-
zalo Montiel and Marcos Acuna missed 

the semifinal as they were suspended 
after accumulating two yellow cards.  
Left back Acuna was the biggest loss for 
Argentina in that game as he has been 
a critical part of coach Lionel Scaloni’s 
set-up during the tournament, playing 
in all of their previous five games and 

starting four times. In their quarterfinal 
against the Netherlands, he was argu-
ably one of Argentina’s best players, 
winning nine of his 13 duels, complet-
ing 100% of his dribbles and earning 
the penalty from which Lionel Messi 
scored their second goal. (Agencies)

Azhar Ali announces retirement from Test cricket

Rangers recover against Hibs as Beale 
makes winning start

Indian Wells scraps proof of Covid-19  
vaccination requirement for fans

‘Phoenix’ rises above male-dominated  
arena of Malaysian wrestling
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ABIDJAN: Ghana’s President Nana 
Akufo-Addo has accused his country’s 
neighbour Burkina Faso of inviting in 
mercenaries from Russian firm Wag-
ner, calling the deployment “particu-
larly distressing”. “Burkina Faso has 
now entered into an arrangement 
to go along with Mali in employing 
the Wagner forces there,” Akufo-Ad-
do said Wednesday in remarks that 
Burkina Faso had not responded to by 
Thursday. “I believe a (mineral) mine 
in southern Burkina has been allocat-
ed to them as a form of payment for 
their services,” he said during a meet-
ing with US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken. “To have them operating on 
our northern border is particularly dis-
tressing for us in Ghana.” Burkina gov-
ernment spokesman Jean-Emmanuel 

Ouedraogo told AFP that “we have 
no reaction”. “I’ll leave him to take 
responsibility for what he said,” Oue-
draogo said. In several French-speak-
ing African countries, Moscow has 
been actively courting public opinion 
on social media and enjoys growing 
popular support as France, the for-
mer colonial power, is increasingly 
reviled. Blinken, asked about the ac-
cusations by Ghana on Burkina Faso, 
repeated the strong US objections to 
the Wagner Group. “Wherever we’ve 
seen Wagner deployed, countries find 
themselves weaker, poorer, more inse-
cure and less independent. That’s the 
common denominator,” Blinken told a 
news conference as he closed a three-
day Africa summit in Washington. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: General President for 
the Affairs of the two Holy Mosques Ab-
dulrahman Al-Sudais has said the total 
number of worshippers at the Proph-
et’s (PBUH) Holy Mosque exceeded 
81 million from the beginning of Mu-
harram (started on July 30) to the 19th 
of Jumada Al-Awwal. He added that 
during that time some 8 million people 
prayed in the honorable Rawdah, while 
the total number of visitors paying their 

respects to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
and his two companions reached more 
than 7 million, SPA reported . Al-Su-
dais said: “The General Presidency for 
the Affairs of the Prophet’s (PBUH) 
Holy Mosque harnessed all services for 
worshippers and visitors, and tackled 
obstacles through its departments to 
provide all means of comfort for them 
to perform their rituals with ease and 
comfort.” (Agencies)

D.I.KHAN: The foundation stone 
of Fatimid Centre has been laid 
down here on Daraban road near 
Mufti Mehmood Hospital to serve 
the patients suffering from thalas-
semia, hemophilia and other genetic 
blood disorders in the southern dis-
tricts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The 
foundation stone was laid down by 
Member National Assembly (MNA) 
Sheikh Yaqoob and Commissioner 
D.I.Khan Amir Afaq in a simple and 
dignified ceremony which was also 
attended by Baz Muhammad Khan, 
who donated land for the establish-
ment of the center, besides Dr Tu-
fail Muhammad Khan and Fatimid 
Administrator Badar Hussain. The 
Fatimid Foundation is establishing 
this center with the cooperation of 
Oil and Gas Development Compa-

ny Limited (OGDCL) for the people 
of the southern districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The Fatimid cen-
ter, first Class Hematological Cen-
tre equipped with state-of-the-art 
machinery will be in access to the 
marginalized communities having 
patients of thalassemia and Hemo-
philia who have been deprived of 
quality treatment previously and 
had to travel all the way to Pesha-
war and Multan for the purpose. 
During the ceremony, the shields 
were presented to MNA Sheikh Ya-
qoob and Commissioner Amir Afaq. 
Addressing the ceremony, Sheikh 
Yaqoob paid tribute to Fatimid Foun-
dation, saying, the foundation, with 
a good repute, was providing blood 
transfusion services in the country.
(Agencies)

GILGIT: The district administration, 
Skardu has launched ‘Price Con-
trol’ app with the aim to improve 
service delivery and ensure good 
governance. According to an official 
statement issued on Friday, the app 
allows users to track prices of essen-
tial items in real time, and compare 
them over different time scales. A 
user can also register a complaint 
in case any violations are noted, 
with complaints pending for lon-
ger than three days turning yellow, 
and those pending for more than 
seven days turning red. Even the 
local farmers/ businesspersons who 
have any reservations with respect 
to the price of their product can also 

file complaint. In addition, the user 
can identify the nature of the com-
plaint, ranging from overpricing to 
quality control or price list not be-
ing displayed. Each complaint will 
come with a picture and location to 
verify the veracity of the complaint. 
Prices in the app will automatically 
be updated whenever district price 
control committees revise prices, al-
lowing users to stay informed. This 
app will allow direct communication 
between the public and the district 
administration, and hence, improve 
governance and make government 
machinery more responsive. The 
app is available on Google play store 
as well. (Agencies)
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New high-speed railway enters operation in China’s Yunnan

International observers say ‘no significant irregularities’ in Fiji vote

KUNMING: A 106-km high-speed 
railway, linking the cities of Mengzi 
and Mile in southwest China’s Yun-
nan Province, entered operation on 
Friday. With a designed speed of 
250 km per hour, the new railway 
has slashed the travel time between 
Mengzi and Kunming, the provincial 
capital, to 69 minutes. The construc-
tion of this railway started in June 
2018. A total of 52 bridges and ten 

tunnels were built to overcome the 
complex geological structure in the 

area. It is an important part of the 
railway network between China’s 
southwestern region and ASEAN 
countries, which will play a positive 
role in speeding up the urbanization 
process of rural ethnic areas along 
the railway, according to Shi Liang, 
deputy director of the passenger 
transport department of China Rail-
way Kunming Bureau Group Co., 
Ltd. (Agencies)

SUVA: International observers said 
Friday they had no significant con-
cerns about the conduct of Fiji’s gen-
eral election, after opposition leaders 
questioned the legitimacy of the vote. 
The situation has grown increasingly 
tense since votes were cast on Wednes-
day, with six opposition parties and 
one of the country’s largest churches 
saying they have lost confidence in 
the counting process. But observers 
disputed claims of major problems, 
saying they “did not observe any sig-
nificant irregularities or issues during 
pre-polling, postal voting or election 
day voting”, according to observer 

and Australian member of parliament 
Rebekha Sharkie. Opposition figures 
led by former prime minister and two-
time coup leader Sitiveni Rabuka are 
suspicious that the early tally was un-
expectedly hidden from public view 
for four hours. Rabuka also alleged 
that some villages appeared to have 
cast more ballots than there were reg-
istered voters. He has called for the 
count to be stopped and the military 
to step in. Both calls have so far been 
rejected. The nearly 100-strong Mul-
tinational Observer Group’s interim 
report found the glitches had affected 
how numbers were displayed on the 

vote results app, but did not indicate 
the counting system itself had been 
impacted. “The error was resolved and 
the results app was restored after ap-
proximately four hours with corrected 
data,” the report read. Rabuka’s hopes 
of stopping the election faded further 
Friday as military commander Jone 
Kalouniwai rebuffed Rabuka’s plea for 
the military to intervene. The answer 
was “no”, Rabuka said Friday, “he will 
not be drawn into it.” Under a constitu-
tion drawn up in 2013 after a period of 
political turmoil, Fiji’s military has the 
“overall” responsibility for maintain-
ing stability in the country. (Agencies)

Libyan delegation 
acknowledges POF’s 

contribution

SSUET signs MoU  
with Transformation 
International Society

‘No shortage of urea 
fertiliser in Punjab’

IHC rejects Swati’s plea 
seeking FIRs details

VU awards 2,150  
degrees to graduates in 

12th Convocation

Rs 149,000 fine imposed 
on retailers

Tree plantation drive 
starts at Kohat jail

ISLAMABAD: A 12-member visiting 
Libyan delegation headed by Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives Fawzi Al Nuwari on Friday 
visited Pakistan Ordinance Factory 
(POF) Wah Cantt, and acknowledged 
the contribution of POF. Visiting Pa-
kistan on the invitation of Senate 
Chairman Muhammad Sadiq San-
jrani, the delegation was briefed in 
detail about the performance of POF 
and strengthening country’s defense 
and role of POF in this regard. The 
visitors were told that POF has 14 de-
fense production units. Over 26,000 
workers and 600 engineers were 
working in POF. POF was meeting 90 
percent defense needs of the country. 
POF also exporting defense products 
to 40 countries. The delegation was 
told that POF had helped in estab-
lishing such factory in Libya. The 
visitors were told that Pakistan has 
the capacity to meet the defense of 
Libya. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Sir Syed University of 
Engineering & Technology (SSUET) 
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Transformation 
International Society (TIS) to prepare 
interns through supervised clinical 
training to be able to play the role of 
entry-level Clinical Psychologists to 
implement their skills effectively in 
psychological assessment and inter-
vention. The agreement is to enhance 
cooperation by providing students 
with the opportunity to practical func-
tion in a clinic and to recognize and 
reform abnormal behavior, cognition 
and emotions through the application 
of psychotherapeutic principles and 
techniques, said a statement on Fri-
day. The association of the two orga-
nizations would facilitate the students 
with secure knowledge, skill, and 
ability to reach sound judgment in the 
detection, evaluation, and diagnosis 
of various psychological conditions. 
Cdre (r) Engr. Syed Sarfraz Ali and 
Prof. Dr. Qudsia Tariq, Board Mem-
ber TIS signed the MoU on behalf 
of the Sir Syed University and TIS 
respectively, while Dr. Sumbul Mu-
jeeb, Sr. Lecturer SSUET, and Amima 
Salam, Assistant Medical Director, 
TIS, signed as witness. (Agencies)

LAHORE: During the Rabi crop sea-
son 2022, almost 2,350,000 metric 
tonnes of urea will be required and 
there is no shortage of the fertiliser in 
any part of the province. According to 
the Punjab Agriculture Department 
sources, a crackdown on hoarding of 
urea fertilizer and its selling at exor-
bitant prices was under way current-
ly. Sources said that 150 people had 
been arrested, who were involved in 
hoarding and black marketing of urea, 
whereas Rs 50 million fine had been 
imposed in this regard. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) Friday rejected peti-
tion of PTI’s leader Azam Khan 
Swati seeking details FIRs regis-
tered against him across the coun-
try. The court said that it could not 
issue such directives of the interior 
ministry, adding that the petition-
er could approach the high courts 
of Sindh and Balochistan in that 
regard. Chief Justice Aamer Fa-
rooq announced the verdict which 
was reserved on December 2, after 
listening arguments from the law-
yers. The petitioner had prayed the 
court to sought details of FIR from 
interior ministry against him. The 
court disposed of the case. It may be 
mentioned here that FIRs were reg-
istered against Azam Khan Swati in 
various provinces on his controver-
sial tweets about the state institu-
tions. (Agencies)

MULTAN: As many as 2150 grad-
uates were awarded degrees in the 
Virtual University of Pakistan (VU) 
in the third part of its 12th convo-
cation here on Friday. The degrees 
were awarded to graduates of var-
ious disciplines wherein 410 bach-
elors, 1,449 masters and 291 were 
MPhil graduates. Additionally, 22 
merit certificates and five gold med-
als were also awarded in recogni-
tion of the outstanding performance 
of the position holders. Speaking as 
chief guest, VC Agriculture Univer-
sity Dera Ismail Khan Dr Masroor 
Ellahi Babar advised the graduates 
to bring a good name to the country 
as they had entered into practical 
life today. (Agencies)

FAISALABAD: The district price 
control magistrates imposed Rs 
149,000 fine on retailers over prof-
iteering, here on Friday. The price 
monitoring teams held 1,390 in-
spections in various markets and 
bazaars and took action against 62 
profiteers. Four shops were sealed 
and one retailer was arrested. 
(Agencies)

KOHAT: Kohat Jail Superintendent 
Abdul Bari on Friday formally in-
augurated the tree plantation cam-
paign at the district jail by planting 
saplings under Monsoon Plantation. 
Speaking on the occasion, Super-
intendent Abdul Bari urged jail in-
mates to actively participate in the 
campaign. He said that it was the 
joint responsibility of every individ-
ual to participate in the monsoon 
plantation drive to save the envi-
ronment from pollution and climate 
change effects. (Agencies)
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Two people hurt as huge Berlin aquarium bursts

Alleged Spain boss in billion-euro crypto scam 
arrested in Barcelona airport

Ghana accuses Burkina of inviting 
Russian Wagner mercenaries

Over 81 million visited Prophet’s (PBUH) 
Mosque in Madinah since late July

Fatimid Center’s fondation stone laid down to 
serve thalassemia patients of southern districts

Price Control app launched to improve service delivery

BERLIN: A giant aquarium contain-
ing around 1,500 tropical fish burst 
in Berlin on Friday, flooding a hotel 
lobby and a nearby street and leav-
ing two people injured, emergency 
services said. It remains unclear what 
caused the incident at the 14-metre 
(26-foot) high AquaDom aquarium at 
around 5:50 am (0450 GMT), police 
said. “A million litres of water and all 
the fish inside spilled onto the ground 
floor” of the hotel complex housing 
the aquarium, a spokesman for the 
Berlin fire department told AFP. Two 
people suffered injuries from glass 

splinters and had to be hospitalised, 
the spokesman added. More than 
100 emergency workers were sent to 
the scene, which was scattered with 
glass and other debris. The cylindri-
cal AquaDom, which opened in 2004, 
was a popular tourist attraction in 
the German capital. It is located in 
the foyer of a Radisson Blu hotel and 
had a clear-walled elevator built in-
side to be used by visitors to the Sea 
Life leisure complex. According to 
the Sea Life website, the AquaDom 
is the largest cylindrical, freestanding 
aquarium in the world. (Agencies)

OVIEDO: Catalan police said on Fri-
day that they detained the alleged 
Spanish head of an international cryp-
to scam accused of stealing billions of 
Euros from hundreds of thousands of 
investors. The man was flying from 
Romania to Barcelona. As soon as 
his flight touched down, police say 
they entered the plane to arrest him. 
He has been charged with belonging 
to a criminal organization and com-
mitting fraud. The European Union 
Agency for Criminal Justice Coopera-

tion (Eurojust) is behind a related in-
ternational investigation. Last month, 
authorities coordinated raids in 15 
call centers in Eastern Europe and 
made five other arrests. The criminal 
network presented themselves as bro-
kers who could help investors make a 
lot of money with small investments 
in crypto, according to Eurojust. Sus-
pects deceived victims by appearing 
professional with the call centers or 
using “other modes of so-called social 
engineering. (Agencies)


