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ISLAMABAD: U.S. Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) chief General 
Michael E. Kurilla has said that Pa-
kistan’s counter-terror operations 
remain critical to maintaining sta-
bility and security in the region. The 
CENTCOM chief, who has conclud-
ed his two-day visit to Pakistan from 
December 14-16, said that he was 
looking forward to continuing ef-
forts with Pakistan’s new army chief 
General Asim Munir in combating 
the shared threats to regional securi-
ty. “I greatly look forward to working 
with General Asim Munir. This is a 
strategic relationship that underpins 
security and stability across the re-
gion,” the CENTCOM chief told APP 
in an exclusive interview on Satur-
day. General Kurilla held meetings 
with Pakistan’s military leadership 
to reaffirm security ties between the 
two nations. He also visited Torkham 
border crossing to discuss the securi-
ty situation along the border with Af-
ghanistan. He termed his visit “great” 
as he met General Asim Munir and 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee Gen-
eral Sahir Shamshad Mirza. I came 
away very impressed with the lead-
ership of the Pakistan armed forces 
and their professionalism, he said 
adding, we discussed opportunities 
to address key mutual defence inter-
ests.” During the engagements in Pa-
kistan, General Kurilla said that he 
was able to strengthen his previously 
established relationship with Gener-
al Asim Munir. “Personal and face-
to-face visits to Pakistan are critical 
to building my understanding of the 
opportunities and challenges for the 
Pakistan armed forces and to build-
ing on our security cooperation,” he 
said. “The objective of visit was to 
further the partnership and relation-
ship that the United States and Pa-
kistan built over the last 75 years.” 
The CENTCOM chief expressed 
commitment to strengthening the 
Pak-U.S. military-to-military ties and 
said, “Our relationship has long been 
viewed as critical to U.S. interests 

and the region.” Asked if the U.S. 
still looks at Pakistan through the 
prism of Afghanistan, he said, “The 
CENTCOM views the US-Pakistan 
relationship through its own bilater-
al merits and its potential to improve 
stability across the region, adding 
that it was broad-based and import-
ant for our countries, for the region 
and the world. In the wake of recent 
regional developments, he said the 
relationship must be “preserved” and 
stressed that it was so important for 
the region. In response to a question 
on the U.S. military assistance to Pa-
kistan, he said the partnership aimed 
at building defence capacity. “For 
example, this year, the U.S. agreed 
to maintain and upgrade Pakistan’s 
F-16 fleet. Maintaining and upgrad-
ing this fleet is critical to Pakistan’s 
air power,” he said. General Kurilla 
also mentioned the grant assistance 
to Pakistan for the International 
Military Education and Training 
(IMET) programme, which he said 
was “beneficial to both militaries”. 
The IMET’s professional military 
education, operational and technical 
courses strengthen Pakistan’s count-
er-insurgency and counter-terrorism 
capabilities, and the skills courses 
improve institutional capacity and 
resource management, he said add-
ing that the U.S. would seek to con-
tinue and even increase opportuni-
ties for the IMET programme. The 
CENTCOM chief also outlined the 

U.S. support to Pakistan through nu-
merous development and assistance 
projects in the areas of health, agri-
culture, education, entrepreneurship 
and energy. “These are all important 
components of the broader U.S-Pa-
kistan bilateral relationship,” he em-
phasized. On recent flash floods in 
Pakistan, he said the U.S. provided 
over $97 million in assistance while 
its troops delivered supplies to the 
government. The U.S. is actively 
assessing the situation to determine 
additional needs, he said. To a query 
about the scope of Pak-U.S. intelli-
gence sharing and joint military ex-
ercises, he said that the information 
sharing was vital to achieving sus-
tained action against all militant and 
terrorist groups. He mentioned in 
this regard the Falcon Talon 2022, a 
major bilateral aerial training event 
this February and March, which he 
said showed the United States’ en-
during commitment to maintaining 
a shared understanding of threats 
in the region. General Kurilla high-
lighted that Pakistan held command 
of a Combined Maritime Forces Task 
Force longer than any other nation. 
“The Pakistan armed forces are a 
participant and a leading force with-
in the Combined Maritime Forces, 
the world’s largest multinational 
maritime partnership, which exists 
to uphold the Rules-Based Inter-
national Order at sea,” he said. He 
mentioned that Pakistan Navy com-
manded two of the Combined Mar-
itime Forces’ four task forces. This 
includes command of Combined 
Task Force 150 by Pakistan Navy 
Commodore Vaqar Muhammad on 
maritime security operations outside 
the Arabian Gulf, from January to 
July of this year. Also, Commodore 
Ahmed Hussain commanded Com-
bined Task Force 151 on counter-pi-
racy operations from April to August 
this year. “We are grateful for Paki-
stan’s leading role in this important 
international maritime partnership,” 
he expressed. (APP)

Pakistan’s counter-terrorism operations critical  
to region’s stability: CENTCOM chief

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday 
termed political stability a vital condi-
tion for economic prosperity and rid-
ding the people of price hikes. “It is 
required for the sake of loyalty to Pa-
kistan and allegiance, that there must 
be economic stability,” he said. In a 
press statement shared by PM Office 
Media Wing, the prime minister said 
it was the desire of someone that Pa-
kistan might be pushed into default, 
but neither it would happen, nor they 
would let it happen, Insha’Allah. “The 
people who had laid land mines in the 
economic foundations of the country, 
are out to do the same in the political 
foundations of the country,” the prime 
minister in a veiled reference to the 

political opponents of Pakistan Teh-
reek-i-Insaf, said.  The people who had 
hurt public confidence, were now out 
to dissolve assemblies, he said, adding 
their objective was to create political 
instability. “Political stability and eco-
nomic charter can only strengthen Pa-
kistan’s national solidarity,” he opined. 
The prime minister vowed that they 
would rid the public of the problems 

of food inflation and employment like 
the way they delivered by removing a 
liar and corrupt government’ with the 
power of the constitution. The politi-
cal miscreants by spreading anarchy 
wanted to force the world not to in-
vest in Pakistan, besides hampering 
the efforts for rehabilitation of the 
flood-affected people, he added. He 
said these political mischief makers 
were not concerned about the plight 
of the flood-affected population and 
the efforts to save them from winter, 
hunger, and diseases, as they were 
only self-centric and interested in their 
political interests.The prime minister 
said for providing employment to the 
youth, it was necessary to get rid of 
‘the politically unemployed. (APP)

NEW YORK: Foreign Minister Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari on Friday urged 
the interim Afghan government to 
demonstrate its will to take on ter-
rorist groups within their soil and 
ensure that Afghanistan does not 
become a hotbed to extremism. The 
foreign minister, in an interview with 
Newsweek during his visit to New 
York, said since the fall of Kabul, 
Pakistan had witnessed an uptick of 
terrorist attacks within Pakistan. He 
viewed that the events around the 
fall of Kabul emboldened religious 
extremist groups, particularly in Pa-

kistan, even though the country had 
defeated them. “We have broken the 
backs of terrorists, the visuals com-
ing out of Afghanistan did obviously 
empower that mindset,” he added. 
The foreign minister said Pakistan 

had come a long way from having 
terrorist attacks every week, with 
thousands of casualties, to a relative 
calm as a result of its military opera-
tions in South Waziristan and North 
Waziristan. “We really got a handle 
on this issue, not only domestical-
ly, more recently we’ve managed to 
demonstrate internationally within 
the rules-based order with the FATF 
[Financial Action Task Force on 
Money Laundering] requirements 
that we completed two action plans, 
counter-terrorism and on money 
laundering, no small feat.” (APP)

PM terms political stability vital for economic prosperity;  
advises political opponents not to create upheaval

Interim govt should not allow Afghanistan become hotbed  
to extremism: Bilawal

Two police officers with UN’s Mali mission killed

Cocaine traces found at former UK PM’s retreat

Punjab, KP assemblies to dissolve on Dec 23: Imran

UN experts call on Taliban to halt public 
floggings, executions

BAMAKO: Two police officers serv-
ing with the UN’s MINUSMA mis-
sion in Mali were killed and four 
others wounded on Friday, the force 
said on social media, the latest blow 
to the deployment. “A United Na-
tions police patrol was attacked on 
December 16 in Timbuktu (north-
ern Mali). Two of our police officers, 
including a woman, lost their lives 

and four others were injured, one of 
them seriously,” MINUSMA said in a 
tweet that “strongly condemned” the 
bloodshed. Mali has been grappling 
with insurgency since 2012. Thou-
sands of people have been killed 
and hundreds of thousands have fled 
their homes. MINUSMA’s future is in 
doubt as violence rages in the centre, 
north and east of Mali.(Agencies)

LONDON: Staff at a government 
‘grace-and-favor’ home reportedly 
found white powder residue after 
a Tory event last summer Traces of 
cocaine were reportedly found by 
staff working at a UK government 
grace-and-favor home after parties 
attended by political allies of former 
Prime Minister and foreign secretary 
Liz Truss, The Guardian reported 
on Friday. The white powder was 
allegedly found in the Chevening 
estate – a 115-room mansion tradi-
tionally granted to the foreign secre-
tary – last summer, in the days before 
Truss won the party leadership race 
and became prime minister. Sources 
claim that the class A drug was pres-
ent at at least two parties – one held 
in late August at the height of Truss’ 
political campaign, and another on 
the first weekend of September, just 
days before she won the position. 
Both parties are believed to have 
been personally attended by Truss 
and her political allies. Employees 
of the estate told The Guardian that 

they tested the substance using a 
swab which changes color when it 
comes into contact with cocaine and 
found that the white powder did in 
fact contain traces of the drug. Other 
sources said that similar white pow-
der was found in the offices at No 10 
Downing Street after two lockdown 
parties held when Boris Johnson was 
at the helm of the UK government, 
the outlet reports. The newspaper 
notes, however, that there is “no 
suggestion that Truss or Johnson 
themselves used the drug or that 
they would have been aware if drugs 
were used or present.” Possession 
of cocaine is considered a criminal 
offense under UK law and is punish-
able by up to seven years in prison as 
well as attracting an unlimited fine. 
British officials, including Truss, had 
previously called for a crackdown 
on recreational drug users in the 
country and have proposed harsher 
punishments for offenders, such as 
passport confiscation and nightclub 
bans. (Agencies)

LAHORE: PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan on Saturday announced that 
his governments in Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa will dissolve their 
assemblies on December 23 to pave 
the way for fresh elections. Imran 
made the announcement in a video 
address with Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Parvez Elahi and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister Mahmood 
Khan by his side. Imran thanked 

the two provincial chiefs for their 
cooperation with his party, and said 
that he had consulted PTI’s lawyers 
about the move, adding that the 
Constitution did not allow elections 
to be delayed beyond 90 days of an 
assembly’s dissolution. At the outset 
of his address, Imran said the coun-
try needed “fresh and fair elections 
as “we fear the country is drowning.” 
(News Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: The resumption 
of public floggings and executions in 
Afghanistan must stop immediately, 
a group of UN human rights experts 
said in an appeal to the ruling Tali-
ban leadership on Friday. “We call 
on the de facto authorities to imme-
diately establish a moratorium on 
the death penalty, prohibit flogging 
and other physical punishments 
that constitute torture, or other cru-
el, inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment and guarantee a fair 
trial and due process in accordance 
with international standards,” the 
experts said in a joint statement. 
Since 18 November, more than 100 
men and women have reportedly 
been publicly whipped in several 

Afghan provinces, including Takhar, 
Logar, Laghman, Parwan and Kabul, 
according to the UN. The floggings 
took place in stadiums in the pres-
ence of Taliban officials and the pub-
lic. Each person received between 
20 and 100 lashes for alleged crimes 
such as theft, “illegitimate” relation-
ships, or violating social behaviour 
codes. “While criminalization of re-
lationships outside of wedlock seem 
gender-neutral, in practice, punish-
ment is overwhelmingly directed 
against women and girls,” said the 
experts. Last week, Taliban authori-
ties carried out what is believed to be 
the first public execution since they 
seized power in August 2021, it was 
pointed out. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
expressed his satisfaction over the 
performance of Pakhtunkhwa Energy 
Development Organization (PEDO) 
and directed the relevant authorities to 
complete the due for completion hydro 
power projects on priority basis. The 
provincial government is working un-
der a well devised strategy to take full 
advantage of hydropower potential in 
the province. He added that Comple-
tion of ongoing projects in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa will address power crisis at 
the national level, provide electricity to 
local people at cheaper rates and gen-
erate revenue for the province. He was 
chairing the 11th meeting of PEDO 
Policy Board held here the other day. 
The participants of the meeting were 
briefed on  the annual performance 
of PEDO and were told that PEDO is 
engaged in all-round efforts for the 
production of low cost  hydropower 
in the province which has become a 
major source of income. More than 
43 billion rupees have been generated 

in revenue so far whereas the federal 
government also owes over 10 billion 
rupees to PEDO. It was informed that, 
7 projects with a total capacity of 161 
megawatts have been completed so 
far, which generate an annual revenue 
of Rs 5 billions. Moreover, seven addi-
tional hydropower projects are near 
to completion which will generate 224 
megawatt electricity collectively while 
a revenue of Rs 4 billion is expected 
from these projects annually. The fo-
rum was apprised that PEDO has suc-
cessfully converted the Civil Secretar-
iat, Chief Minister’s House and Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat to solar system 
by harnessing environment-friendly 
sources of energy production. Similar-
ly, 4440 Masajid, 8000 schools and 187 
primary health centers of the province 
have also been transferred to solar 
energy, while 13 solar mini-grids are 
being established to promote trade ac-
tivities in the newly merged districts. 
Besides, 316 mini micro-hydel stations 
have been completed in backward ar-
eas of the province which are gener-
ating around 29 megawatt electricity 
which is being provided to local peo-
ple at cheaper rates. Similarly, 220 
more mini micro hydel stations will be 
established in the second phase which 
will generate 45 mega watt electricity.  

The forum was also told that recently 
10MW Jabori Hydropower Project in 
Mansehra has been successfully com-
pleted while physical work has also 
been initiated on 300MW Balakot Hy-
dropower Project.  Likewise, 40 MW 
Koto and 11 MW Karora hydro power 
projects are also in completion stage. 
Other ongoing projects of PEDO in-
clude 84MW Mataltan Hydropower 
Project in Swat, 69MW Lavi Hydro-
power Project in Chitral, 6.9MW Ba-
rando hydro power Project in Torghar 
and 10.5MW Chapri Charkhel Hy-
dropower Project in Kurram district 
which on completion will generate 
substantial revenue for the province. 
The meeting was told that foundation 
stone of 157 MW Madyan and 88 MW 
Gabral Kalam hydropower projects 
will be laid very soon. Addressing the 
participants, the chief minister said 
that the completion of ongoing en-
ergy projects will prove to be a game 
changer and help to overcome power 
crisis in the country. Additional Chief 
Secretary Shahab Ali Shah, Principal 
Secretary to Chief Minister Amjad Ali 
Khan, Secretary Energy and Power 
Nisar Ahmed, Chief Executive Officer 
PEDO Engineer Naeem Khan and oth-
er members of the board also attended 
the meeting. (Staff Report)
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CM KP Mahmood Khan expressed satisfaction over PEDO performance

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 231.8 234.1

China Yuan 32.23 32.48

Japanese Yen 2.13 2.16

Saudi Riyal 64.1 64.7

U.A.E Dirham 67.2 67.8

UK Pound 295 298

Euro 255.5 257.5

Australian Dollar 153.1 154.35

Canadian Dollar 164.68 166.03

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
150700 

Rs. 
138141 

Rs. 
131863 

Rs. 
113025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129200 

Rs. 
118432 

Rs. 
113050 

Rs.  
96900

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
12920 

Rs.  
11843 

Rs.  
11305 

Rs.  
9690

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
366300 

Rs. 
335773 

Rs. 
320513 

Rs. 
274725

Two women among three killed in firing on 
passenger coach

Unmerited helicopter bill to be sent back:  
Governor KP

Three killed in firing at Mir Ali

PMLN Karak delegation calls on Amir Muqam

Muqam hands over Rs 1 mln cheques to heirs 
of deceased flood victims

23 suspects arrested, arms recovered

Police recovers 11kg narcotics,  
chemical, arrested 2 outlaws

Mother of Akram Khan Durrani passes away

119 Secretariat employees promoted

Customs authorities seize smuggled clothes, NCP vehicles

PESHAWAR: Three persons includ-
ing two women were killed and 
one injured when a passenger van 
was attacked by unknown assail-
ants in Warasta area of Hungu on 
Saturday. According to details, un-
known attackers started firing on a 
passenger coach in Warasta area of 
Hungu killing three including two 
women. The attackers managed to 
flee the scene after committing the 

crime. The dead and injured have 
been shifted to District Headquar-
ters Hospital for medico-legal for-
malities. Search operation has been 
started to arrest the elements in-
volved in the incident. District Po-
lice Officer, Asif Bahadur said that 
no one would be allowed to disturb 
law and order situation and the per-
petrators would be brought to court 
of law.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, #, has said that he will 
send back the unmerited helicopter 
bill meant to provide blanket im-
munity to the illegal users of the 
provincial government’s helicopter 
after clearly writing his suggestions 
on it by using the powers conferred 
to him by the constitution.  This bill, 
he said, was prepared and passed 
through the provincial assembly in 
a hasty process overnight to pro-
vide blanket immunity to the lead-
er of a specific party by the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government. Briefly 
talking to the media here on Friday, 
Governor Ghulam Ali said the con-
stitution and law give privilege only 
to the governor and chief minister 
to utilize helicopter service during 
routine official affairs or in any 
emergency. The permission of using 
government-owned helicopters was 
not for a common man or leader of 
any political party, the governor said 
and added that he will only use the 

powers conferred to him by the con-
stitution and send back the bill after 
writing his note on it. He categori-
cally said that only the governor and 
chief minister have the legal right 
to use the provincial government’s 
helicopter as they were the constitu-
tional chief executives of the prov-
ince. To a question, the governor 
said there was no possibility of gov-
ernor rule in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
He said the general elections were 
due within around eight months and 
he would play his role in maintain-
ing the political temperature nor-
mal. The PTI government, he said, 
tried to legalize the questionable use 
of the provincial government’s heli-
copters by unauthorized persons 
through this bill. So far, he said, 
around 1,800 people used the pro-
vincial government’s helicopter and 
PTI chief Imran Khan, Ali Ameen 
Gandapur, Asad Qaisar and Ibrarul 
Haq were at the top of the list of its 
users.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Three persons were 
killed in firing incident occurred in 
Teshil Mir Ali of North Waziristan. 
According to details, three persons 
were killed when unknown attackers 

opened fires on a vehicle in Teshil 
Mir Ali. One of the killed was identi-
fied as Karam Khan. The car was set 
ablaze after the firing. The identity of 
the other victims is underway.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A delegation of Pa-
kistan Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) of Karak district led by 
Vice President, Sirajuddin Khan 
called on Adviser to the Prime Min-
ister Engineer Amir Muqam here 
Saturday. Others members of the 
delegation were PMLN Youth Wing 

Karak President, Ziaur Rehman 
and General Secretary Zeeshan 
Baghi. During the meeting, differ-
ent matters pertaining to the par-
ty affairs came under discussion. 
President Media team Hazara, Engr 
Usman Mughal were also present.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister Engr Amir Muqam has 
handed over cheques of Rs 1 million 
to each heir of the deceased flood 
victims of Khwazakhela in Swat. 
The cheques were handed over to 
the heirs of the flood victims on 
behalf of the Federal government 

under the Prime Minister’s relief 
package. Engr Amir Muqam said 
that the government would continue 
efforts till the rehabilitation and re-
settlement of all flood victims in the 
country. He said the compensation 
amount was meant to bring ease to 
the lives of flood victims.(APP)

KOHAT: District police during an ac-
tion conducted on Saturday arrested 
23 suspects and recovered arms and 
ammunition from their possession. 
Under the supervision of SHO Cantt 
Qasim Khan, 23 suspects, includ-
ing a wanted-proclaimed offender 
and drug dealer, were arrested from 
Muhammad Zai and Navay Kalay in 
a police operation. Among the de-

tained persons three are facilitators 
of criminals. A total of one Kalash-
nikov, three pistols, dozens of car-
tridges, and 1,210 grams of hashish 
were recovered from the possession 
of the arrested drug dealers and 
suspects. Separate cases were regis-
tered in Cantt police station against 
drug dealers and armed persons de-
tained during the crackdown. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Narcotics Eradication 
Team (NET) and Pahari Pura po-
lice on Saturday during a raid on 
a house recovered eight-kilogram 
heroin and three-kilogram chemical 
and arrested two persons. The NET 
and police teams on a tip-off raided 
a house in Faisal Colony and recov-
ered eight-kilogram of heroin and 

three kilograms of chemicals and 
sealed the factory. The police ar-
rested two brothers, Hazrat Ali and 
Jawad Khan. The accused have con-
fessed to smuggling the narcotics to 
other districts of the province. The 
police have registered the case and 
further investigation is underway. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The mother of the Oppo-
sition leader in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly, Akram Khan Durrani has 
passed away in Bannu. She was the 
grandmother of Deputy Speaker Na-
tional Assembly Zahid Akram Du-
rani. Her funeral prayer was held at 
Bannu Sports Complex on Saturday 
which was attended by large number 
of people besides political and reli-
gious figures including KP Governor 

Haji Ghulam Ali, JUI-F Chief Maula-
na Fazalur Rehman, Maulana Aman-
ullah Haqqani and Arbab Farooq. KP 
Governor Haji Ghulam Ali extended 
heartfelt condolences and expressed 
grief over the demise of the mother of 
Durrani. He prayed to Allah Almighty 
to rest the departed soul in eternal 
peace and grant courage to bereaved 
family members to bear the irrepara-
ble loss with fortitude. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The provincial govern-
ment has promoted 119 secretariat 
employees BPS-4 to 16 to next grade. 
In separate notifications issued here 
Saturday, 11 assistants of BPS-16 were 
promoted to BPS-17 as superinten-
dents while 12 senior stenographers 
and 20 personal assistants of BPS-14 
were promoted to BPS-16. Similarly, 

13 stenographers of BPS-14 were pro-
moted as senior stenographers in BPS-
16, 32 junior clerks of BPS-11 were 
promoted as senior clerks in BPS-14 
and 13 Daftaris (messengers) of BPS-4 
were promoted as junior clerks in BPS-
11. The promotions were made on the 
recommendations of Provincial Selec-
tionBoard. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Customs authorities have 
foiled a smuggling bid and seized for-
eign smuggled goods and five precious 
non-customs paid (NCP) vehicles, said 
a press release issued here on Saturday. 
On a tip the Collectorate of Customs, 
D.I. Khan carried out anti-smuggling 
operations in various localities of Kohat. 
During the operation, the customs au-
thorities seized containers loaded with 
smuggled cloths and five non-duty paid 
cars. The value of the seized clothes 
and vehicles is stated to be Rs.125 

million. The customs authorities have 
registered separate FIRs of the cases 
and initiated proceedings against the 
alleged smugglers. Customs authorities 
of Kohat have been carrying out an an-
ti-smuggling campaign for two weeks 
and have so far confiscated smuggled 
goods worth millions of rupees. Simi-
larly, customs authorities of D.I. Khan 
have also seized smuggled medicines 
and tyres of estimated worth Rs.5.5 mil-
lion and further proceedings against the 
accused are in progress. (APP)

AAC visits filling stations to check cleanliness situation

HED KP inducts 16 junior clerks under employee son quota

Ban on arms’ brandishing, transportation  
of chemicals, pillion riding

TANK: Additional Assistant Com-
missioner Tank Jamshed Alam Khan 
has visited several filling stations 
located on Tank-Pezu road in con-
nection with the ongoing cleanliness 
week drive. He paid these visits fol-
lowing the directions of the district 
administration to check the cleanli-
ness situation at the filling stations. 
During his visit, he directed the ad-
ministration of the filling stations to 
ensure cleanliness at the stations, af-
ter which cleaning operations were 
started at different filling stations. 
It is worth mentioning here that the 

week-long cleanliness drive was un-
derway across the district with san-
itary workers as well as concerned 
staff of all public departments en-
gaged to ensure cleanliness and a 
healthy environment for the citizens. 
The cleanliness week was started 
on December 12 at the width and 
breadth of the district to keep every 
nook and corner of the city clean un-
der the direct supervision of Deputy 
Commissioner Hamidullah Khattak. 
The district administration is striving 
hard to make the campaign a com-
plete success. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Higher Education De-
partment Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
recruited 16 junior clerks in BPS-11 
under the employee son quota and 
posted them against their assignments 
in different colleges of the province. A 
notification issued here on Saturday 
said that the appointment has been 
made under the son quota of employ-
ees who died in the line of duty or 
retired on medical grounds. Names 
of newly-appointed junior clerks are; 
Mohammad Osama, Sangar Shah, 

Mohibullah, Saqib, Niaz Khan, Chan-
zeb, Syed Zohaib Jillani, Muqadar 
Shah, Mansoor Khan, Asghar, Khizar 
Hayat Bacha, Mohammad Ilyas, Ab-
dul Ghaffar, Haris Ahmed, Moham-
mad Waseem, and Ahmed Murtaza. 
All the educational documents of the 
newly-appointed candidates would be 
attested by the respective boards and 
universities. Candidates were directed 
to submit their medical certificates to 
complete the necessary departmental 
action. (APP)

DIR LOWER: District Administration, 
under section 144, has imposed a 
ban on the sale and purchase of fire-
crackers, transportation of chemicals 
and pillion riding from December 17 
to 23 as part of measures to enhance 
security measures. Ban has also been 
imposed on the brandishing of arms 
during the same period, aerial firing, 

distribution of objectionable material 
and pamphlets and gatherings at pub-
lic places except for mosques and oth-
er religious areas. Strict action would 
be taken against those found guilty of 
flouting the order under section 188, 
said an official statement issued from 
the office of the Deputy Commissioner 
on Saturday. (APP)
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The cut in petrol prices comes at a time when negotiations with 
the IMF on the ninth review of $7 billion Extended Fund Fa-
cility are underway, and the government is reportedly under 
pressure to impose additional taxes to the tune of Rs800 bil-
lion. While at stake is a mere $500 million tranche, the coun-
try – suffering from a serious balance-of-payments crisis and 
running the risk of default – cannot afford to send out a wrong 
signal in the form of a halt in the IMF programme. After all, 
government’s expectation of an additional assistance of $4.2 
billion from Saudi Arabia as well as a $3 billion rollover by the 
UAE hinges on the continuation of the IMF loan programme . 
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar has, during a recent TV interview, 
insisted that the government policy now is to make no raise in 
the prices of petroleum products.
One wonders how he is going to pursue the said policy given 
the reports that the IMF wants the government to apply general 
sales tax to the petroleum prices – a core demand that has been 
long overdue.
The PMLN-led coalition government – which has already burnt 
much of its political capital, evident from the sweeping PTI vic-
tories in the recent bye-elections across the country – is indeed 
caught between the devil and the deep.

Cut in petrol prices

On 14 February, 1945, while US Presi-
dent Franklin D Roosevelt was return-
ing from the Yalta Conference where 
he met Britain’s Winston Churchill 
and Joseph Stalin of the USSR, King 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, the founder of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, was 
summoned to meet him privately. The 
meeting took place on USS Quincy in 
the Suez Canal, The Quincy Pact was 
signed by the two leaders as a result 
of the meeting. The most important 
part of the agreement was that the 
US would provide unconditional pro-
tection to the ruling Al-Saud family in 
return for Saudi Arabia’s guarantee of 
energy supplies to the US for a period 
of 60 years. During the presidency of 
George W Bush in 2005, the agree-
ment was renewed for another 60 
years. Throughout this long period, 
things were going well and relations 
between the two countries were good 
until Mohammed Bin Salman Al-Saud 
became Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia 
in 2017, and then Joe Biden entered the 
White House as President of the US in 
January 2021 and completely ignored 
the de facto Saudi leader. Throughout 
his election campaign, Biden vowed to 
punish Bin Salman, who was accused 
by the CIA of being involved directly 
in the 2018 murder of Washington Post 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the Sau-
di Consulate in Istanbul. That is why 
Biden deliberately chose not to con-
tact the prince after his election as US 
president, and insisted on speaking to 
King Salman on condition that his son 
did not listen in or join the discussion. 
Biden also removed the Houthis in Ye-
men from the list of terrorist groups, 
which angered Bin Salman, who re-
sponded by getting closer to Russia 
and China. The Saudi leader then re-

fused to increase oil production when 
asked by the US to do so, and act as 
an alternative supplier to Russian oil 
and gas following Moscow’s invasion 
of Ukraine. Some global media outlets 
reported that Bin Salman refused to 
take a call from Biden arranged by the 
White House. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, Bin Salman shouted at 
US national security advisor Jake Sul-
livan during a meeting when Khashog-
gi’s name was mentioned. The prince 
pointed out that he did not want to dis-
cuss the issue again, and said that the 
US could forget its request to double 
oil production. The crown prince’s po-
sition pushed Biden to visit the region, 
and led him to back down from his po-
sition towards Bin Salman and his vow 
to make the Kingdom a “pariah” state. 
The visit was a strategic shift which 
saw the US take an interest in the Mid-
dle East once more after it had turned 
its back on Washington and looked 
to the Far East. This was among the 
geo-strategic repercussions of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war and threats to 
security and energy in Europe. “We 
will not walk away and leave a vac-
uum to be filled by China, Russia or 
Iran,” explained Biden during his vis-
it to Jeddah. It is as if the fate of the 
Middle East and its people is only 
determined by competition between 
the major powers. Bin Salman was 
apparently cold during Biden’s visit, 
leaving the US president disappoint-
ed. He was surprised by Saudi Arabia 
agreeing with Russia within OPEC+ 
on a significant reduction in oil pro-
duction quotas rather than an increase 
in order to control prices. This looked 
strongly as if it was timed to coincide 
with the midterm Congressional elec-
tions in the US. It was a personal blow 

directed at Biden by the Saudi leader. 
Another challenge for Biden was the 
visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping 
to Riyadh at the invitation of the Sau-
di crown prince. Bin Salman was also 
appointed as prime minister instead 
of his father. The Chinese president’s 
reception was much more lavish than 
that afforded to his US counterpart. 
The handshake between Bin Salman 
and Xi lasted at least ten seconds, as 
commentators were quick to point out. 
Biden had had to make do with a quick 
fist bump. The strategic partnership 
agreement signed by Saudi Arabia 
and China angered the US. The White 
House said that Xi’s visit to Riyadh 
was part of China’s attempts to extend 
its influence around the world. While 
Washington stated that the visit was 
not a surprise, the reaction to it was 
evident in the prediction that it will 
cause a problem in the relationship 
between America and China and other 
allies, including Saudi Arabia. Ques-
tions are now being asked about Bin 
Salman’s adoption of that partnership 
agreement with China. Will it, for ex-
ample, cancel his grandfather’s agree-
ment with the then US President Roo-
sevelt, the Quincy Pact? Or will he play 
Washington and Beijing off against 
each other, with the risk that both will 
eventually cast him out? Even though 
political pressure in the US has en-
sured that Bin Salman as Saudi prime 
minister will be immune from pros-
ecution over the Khashoggi murder, 
the coming days will show us whether 
this signals another strategic shift by 
the Biden administration, and whether 
the crown prince is able to manoeuvre 
himself enough to get through this 
great challenge in one piece.
Courtesy: Middle East Monitor
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Will Bin Salman cancel his grandfather’s agreement 
with Roosevelt? 

— By Dr Amira Abo el-Fetouh 

The establishment of a fund for loss  
and damage by COP27 has been  
lauded as a great achievement of  
Pakistan’s foreign policy. This fund 
will  address losses and damages 
due  to climate change in develop-
ing  countries. Pakistan expressed  
its hope that the operationalisation 
of funds would reduce  disparities 
in the climate finance architecture. 
Pakistan vows to contribute  con-
structively to global climate  change 
negotiations and policy actions.  Pa-
kistan’s young Foreign Minister Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari has remarked 
that  the inclusion of cost and dam-
age funds  on COP27’s agenda is 
something to be  optimistic about. 
Amid all the hopes of  equitable 
treatment to deal with the  existen-
tial threat of climate change,  here 
the question arises “is the world  
ready to compensate Pakistan over 
a  man-made crisis?” Pakistan, de-
spite being one of the  most vulnera-
ble countries to climate  change, has 
championed the case of  climate jus-
tice not only for itself but  all G77. 
There is a long-distance Pakistan 
has to pass between the conceptu-
alisation of an idea and turning it  
into policy action. Certain restraints 
make the practical  possibilities of 
climate justice a long  and tortu-
ous process. Before discussing re-
straints we first need to understand 
what Pakistan expects in terms  of 
climate justice. The tentative fea-
tures of climate justice are debt 
relief,  time-bound financing for 
energy transition, degrowth & cut-
ting down emissions in the Global 
North. When a highly indebted de-
veloping  country like Pakistan is af-
fected by climate change, then debt 
relief becomes  an essential part of 
policy response to  meet its emer-
gency needs. Repayment  of loans 
coupled with the cost of rebuilding 
makes it difficult for the economy to 
recover. A Debt Service Suspension 
Initiative (DSSI) was carried out  by 
the World Bank and IMF in 2020 
to  let countries use financial re-
sources  to fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Such  initiative was not ex-
tended to extreme  climate events.
Pakistan at this point needs a fiscal  
space to adapt to climate shocks 
and  debt relief would be crucial to 
overcoming the fiscal deficit. One 
of the  biggest restraints for any in-
ternational initiative for debt relief 
is the Russia-Ukraine war and the 

international  economic situation 
developed consequently. According 
to the Organization  of Econom-
ic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), the world’s leading econo-
mies are going through a recession  
and steep inflation due to the Rus-
siaUkraine war. It has cut growth 
by more  than previously predicted.
The OECD further remarked that 
central banks need to hike rates to 
overcome inflation, predicting that 
major  central bank policy rates 
would be increased by at least 4 
percent in 2023.  Although the 
World Bank has warned  that such 
a rate hike would hurt the  economy 
of developing countries the  most. 
Another restraint in this regard is  
the geo-political rivalry between 
eastern and western creditors. Par-
is Club is  a group of western rich 
creditor countries. Their biggest 
apprehension is that  debt relief 
would end up benefiting Chinese 
firms, which have been funding in-
frastructural build-ups in develop-
ing  countries for the past decade. 
China on the other hand shows con-
cerns that if it proceeds with a cut 
in  principal and interest payments 
then  the money would go to Amer-
ican dominant financial institutions 
like IMF and  World Bank. These 
apprehensions between both sides 
have hurt debt relief  efforts which 
began under the Debt Service Sus-
pension Initiative (DSSI). The Inter-
national Energy Agency  (IEA) has 
urged countries around the  world 
to speed up their transition to  clean 
energy to ward off the disastrous  
effects of climate change. Energy is 
profoundly essential in poverty alle-
viation,  achieving better health and 
education  facilities, building infra-
structure and  industries, ensuring 
food security, and  dealing with ex-
treme climate events. Finding ways 
to ensure these essentials in de-
veloping countries while  avoiding 
high-carbon emissions is one  of the 
biggest challenges in today’s  world. 
Transitioning to clean energy is  
crucial for sustainable development 
in  Pakistan and other developing 
countries. However, the strength of 
the investment in the energy sec-
tor is weaker because of a crisis in 
public health  which also triggered 
a recession in the  global economy. 
All around the world,  there is less 
fiscal space to support  economic 
activities.

Climate justice and Pakistan
— By Annie Shabbir

Curing HIV
The Human Immunodeficiency 
virus in millions of human be-
ings  results in the loss of quality 
health or  loss of life. According 
to the estimations of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
HIV is still a major threat  for 

public health globally which has  
claimed around 40.1 million lives.  
Even in 2021, nearly 650000 peo-
ple died from HIV while 1.5 mil-
lion  suffered badly. So far there 
is no permanent cure for HIV but 
through antiretroviral therapy 
(ART) and by  taking the recom-

mended medicines  people can 
live better lives. National AIDS 
Control Programme (NACP)  pro-
vides ARV’s to all patients for  free 
of cost therefore anyone suffering 
from HIV can seek help from this  
organization all over Pakistan. 
ZAINAB ALIAHMED, Turbat

Letters to the Editor

The tech giant has long sought access 
to a priceless trove of veterans’ skin 
samples, tumor biopsies and slices 
of organs. DOD staffers have pushed 
back, raising ethical and legal con-
cerns, but Google might win anyway. In 
early February 2016, the security gate 
at a U.S. military base near Washing-
ton, D.C., swung open to admit a Navy 
doctor accompanying a pair of surpris-
ing visitors: two artificial intelligence 
scientists from Google. In a cavernous, 
temperature-controlled warehouse at 
the Joint Pathology Center, they stood 
amid stacks holding the crown jewels 
of the center’s collection: tens of mil-
lions of pathology slides containing 
slivers of skin, tumor biopsies and slic-
es of organs from armed service mem-
bers and veterans. Standing with their 
Navy sponsor behind them, the Goo-
gle scientists posed for a photograph, 
beaming.Mostly unknown to the pub-
lic, the trove and the staff who study it 
have long been regarded in pathology 
circles as vital national resources: Sci-
entists used a dead soldier’s specimen 
that was archived here to perform the 
first genetic sequencing of the 1918 
Flu. Google had a confidential plan to 
turn the collection of slides into an im-
mense archive that — with the help of 
the company’s burgeoning, and poten-
tially profitable, AI business — could 
help create tools to aid the diagnosis 
and treatment of cancer and other 
diseases. And it would seek first, ex-
clusive dibs to do so. “The chief con-
cern,” Google’s liaison in the military 
warned the leaders of the repository, 
“is keeping this out of the press.” More 
than six years later, Google is still la-
boring to turn this vast collection of 
human specimens into digital gold. 
At least a dozen Defense Department 

staff members have raised ethical or 
legal concerns about Google’s quest 
for service members’ medical data and 
about the behavior of its military sup-
porters, records reviewed by ProPubli-
ca show. Underlying their complaints 
are concerns about privacy, favoritism 
and the private use of a sensitive gov-
ernment resource in a time when AI in 
health care shows both great promise 
and risk. And some of them worried 
that Google was upending the cen-
ter’s own pilot project to digitize its 
collection for future AI use. Pathology 
experts familiar with the collection say 
the center’s leaders have good rea-
son to be cautious about partnerships 
with AI companies. “Well designed, 
correctly validated and ethically im-
plemented [health algorithms] could 
be game-changing things,” said Dr. 
Monica E de Baca, chair of the College 
of American Pathologists’ Council on 
Informatics and Pathology Innovation. 
“But until we figure out how to do that 
well, I’m worried that –knowingly or 
unknowingly –there will be an awful 
lot of snake oil sold.” When it wasn’t 
chosen to take part in JPC’s pilot proj-
ect, Google pulled levers in the upper 
reaches of the Pentagon and in Con-
gress. This year, after lobbying by 
Google, staff on the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee quietly inserted lan-
guage into a report accompanying the 
Defense Authorization Act that raises 
doubts about the pathology center’s 
modernization efforts while providing 
a path for the tech giant to land future 
AI work with the center. Pathology ex-
perts call the JPC collection a national 
treasure, unique in its age, size and 
breadth. The archive holds more than 
31 million blocks of human tissue and 
55 million slides. More recent speci-

mens are linked with detailed patient 
information, including pathologist 
annotations and case histories. And 
the repository holds many examples 
of “edge cases” — diseases so vanish-
ingly rare that many pathologists nev-
er see them. Google sought to gather 
so many identifying details about the 
specimens and patients that the repos-
itory’s leaders feared it would compro-
mise patients’ anonymity. Discussions 
became so contentious in 2017 that the 
leaders of the JPC broke them off.
In an interview with ProPublica, re-
tired Col. Clayton Simon, the former 
director of the JPC, said Google want-
ed more than the pathology center 
felt it could provide. “Ultimately, even 
through negotiations, we were unable 
to find a pathway that we legally could 
do and ethically should do,” Simon 
said. “And the partnership dissolved.” 
But Google didn’t give up. Last year, 
the center’s current director, Col. Joel 
Moncur, in response to questions from 
DOD lawyers, warned that the actions 
of Google’s chief research partner 
in the military “could cause a breach 
of patient privacy and could lead to 
a scandal that adversely affects the 
military.” Google has told the military 
that the JPC collection holds the “raw 
materials” for the most significant 
biotechnology breakthroughs of this 
decade — “on par with the Human Ge-
nome Project in its potential for strate-
gic, clinical, and economic impact.” All 
of that made the cache an alluring tar-
get for any company hoping to devel-
op health care algorithms. Enormous 
quantities of medical data are needed 
to design algorithmic models that can 
identify patterns a pathologist might 
miss — and Google and other com-
panies are in a race to gather them. 

Inside Google’s Quest to Digitize Troops’ Tissue Samples (Part -1) 
— By James Bandler, ProPublica

(to be continued......)
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ISLAMABAD: The State Minis-
ter for Petroleum Musadik Malik 
has said that the country is going 
to import 20 thousand ton of addi-
tional Gas cargo from Azerbaijan 
in the month of January and Feb-
ruary 2023 to meet the demand of 
the masses who suffer from acute 
Gas shortage. He expressed these 
views while talking to a private TV 
channel on Friday. Responding to 
a question, he said that Imran had 
talked about the pipeline not about 
the petroleum oil products during 
his visit to Russia and informed that 
Russian Petroleum Minister is visit-
ing Pakistan in the second week of 

January 2023 to hold further nego-
tiations with Pakistan and enter into 
an agreement to import crude oil 
from Russia. Musadik observed that 
our government is expecting Russia 
will export crude oil to Pakistan on 
a discount as compared to rest of 
the world, as it had expressed its 
persuasion during my visit to Russia 
and things would be settled when 
Russian Energy Minister will visit 
to Pakistan. To a question regard-
ing the contradiction of statements 
between the ministers on Russian 
oil trade issue, he clarified and said 
that foreign Minister Bilawal Bhu-
tto probably was not aware about 

the technicalities and wouldn’t have 
proper information in this regard. 
The state Minister apprised that 
we are working on TAPI pipeline to 
import 1300 billion MF Gas yearly 
from Azerbaijan to Meet the Gas 
crises in the country and said that 
access of Furnace oil import is being 
stopped to maintain the balance.He 
informed that PM with his cabinet is 
working to manage the circular debt 
issue in order to get out the mass-
es from its burden and said that our 
Gas reservoirs are decreasing every 
year that causes additional pressure 
to import maximum Gas to meet the 
demand. (Agencies)

HARIPUR: Deputy Commissioner 
Haripur Muhammad Fawad called 
on a briefing on the Solid Waste 
Management Project of Swat Dis-
trict to assess the feasibility of its 
replication at Haripur District. 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Finance and Planning), Assistant 
Commissioner Haripur (Headquar-
ters), and a representative of TMA 
Haripur also attended the meet-
ing. The Sub National Governance 
(SNG) Programme funded by the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Devel-
opment Office (FCDO) UK, briefed 

the chair regarding its initiative of 
the “End-to-End Service Delivery 
Pilot Project’ of solid waste manage-
ment in Swat. This project is piloted 
in Tehsil Bahrain and Tehsil Babuzai 

in Swat. Under this pilot project, the 
planning process and governance 
structure of solid waste manage-
ment is first assessed, and after the 
identification of weak links, solu-
tions for improvement are worked 
out. These solutions have exhibited 
visibly improved results. The pilot in 
TMA Bahrain was started with 100 
households and is now expanded to 
4,000 households. The SNG team 
is assisting the administration of 
Haripur in planning to replicate the 
same successful model in TMA Har-
ipur. (Agencies)
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CM gives approval to install 500 solar water 
pumps in 13 districts

72 shops, restaurants, marriage halls sealed

Library Information Management System  
introduced in GCWUS

Police directed to ensure traffic discipline in 
city, restrict heavy traffic during peak hours

Around 1.8m children enrolled under Benazir 
Taleemi Wazaif Programme from May till Oct, 2022

Masterminds of Gujarat massacre evade justice,  
holding key positions in India: FO

Transgenders community demands  
implementation of Transgenders’ rights act

Govt dues of Rs 1.687 billion recovered  
in Bahawalpur Division

ICCI holds Quran Khawani for its former  
president Munawar Mughal

LAHORE: A decision has been made 
to install solar water pumps in Bara-
ni (Rain-fed) areas of Punjab. Punjab 
Chief Minister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi 
on Saturday presided over a meeting 
which reviewed the implementation 
on solar water pump programme. The 
CM had given approval to install 500 
solar water pumps in 13 districts of 
the province. The chief minister said 
that installation of the pumps would 

ensure availability of water to 2270 
acres of land. A single or ten different 
farmers collectively could get a solar 
water pump installed, he added. He 
said solar pumps would provide water 
to small and far flung villages as well, 
adding thatpumps would be installed 
in other districts as well. Chief Secre-
tary Abdullah Khan Sumbal and other 
relevant officers attended the meeting. 
(APP)

LAHORE: The district administra-
tion teams conducted operations 
under anti smog campaign and 
sealed 72 businesses in the provin-
cial capital during the last 24 hours. 
Deputy Commissioner Muhammad 
Ali told the media on Saturday that 
35 hotels and restaurants, 30 shops, 
four marriage halls and three mega 
marts were sealed over multiple vi-
olations. He said five restaurants in 
Defence Housing Authority (DHA) 
phase-VI were sealed over business 

hours violation. Similarly, more than 
eight restaurants and shops were 
sealed in Garishahu and Baghban-
pura. Around nine business outlets 
were sealed by the AC Model Town. 
Eight restaurants were sealed in Sa-
fanwala Chowk and six cafes sealed 
in Mehmood Kasuri Road besides 
various others. Three marriage halls 
were sealed in Shalimar tehsil while 
a marriage hall in City tehsil was 
sealedover one dish policy and time 
violations. (APP)

SIALKOT: A team of the Govern-
ment College Women University 
Sialkot (GCWUS) has introduced 
its own Library Information Man-
agement System. Regional Director 
GCWUS Rizwan Hameed said that 
it was the only public university 
of the country in which the library 
information management system 
was developed. In-charge library 
GCWUS Nusrat Ali, with the sup-
port of the university’s IT depart-
ment, developed the system which 

saved the public treasury millions 
of rupees. He said teachers and stu-
dents of the university might search 
educational and research materi-
als in the university library online 
through the system. The regional di-
rector said that the digital library of 
the Higher education Commission 
(HEC) had also been linked with the 
GCWUS. Vice Chancellor GCWUS 
Professor Dr Rukhsana Kausar for 
accomplishing the remarkable task-
congratulated the team. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Po-
lice have been directed to ensure fur-
ther traffic discipline in the city and 
restrict the entry of heavy traffic into 
the city during peak hours. These di-
rections were made by Chief Traffic 
Officer Islamabad Dr. Syed Mustafa 
Tanveer who presided over a meet-
ing and asked all zonal DSPs as well 
as beat inspectors to ensure the use 
of helmets by motorcyclists and take 
action against one-way violators. 
Chief Traffic Officer directed special 
measures to maintain traffic flow and 
prevent accidents on the roads. He 
asked to restrict the entry of heavy 
traffic into the city during rush hours 

and take action over the use of mobile 
phones while driving and against ve-
hicles and motorcycles with non-mod-
el and fancy number plates. He said 
that it should be ensured that only 
number plates approved by Excise 
Office should be used and a special 
awareness campaign to be launched 
for the purpose. Chief Traffic Officer 
said that e-Challan has been start-
ed from Safe City and all inspectors 
should review the performance of 
their staff after visiting the Safe City 
Office. He said that enforcement of 
the law should be ensured as all zon-
al in-charges will be responsible for 
their respective beat.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A total of 1.8 million 
children have been enrolled under the 
Benazir Taleemi Wazaif Programme 
with disbursement of Rs. 15 billion 
among the beneficiaries from May till 
October 2022. The Programme is being 
executed by the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP). According to 
an official source, since inception of 
the Programme, 10.5 million children 
had been enrolled under the Benazir 
Taleemi Wazaif Programme which is 
a Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) in-
tervention. The source conveyed that 
since inception of the Programme, 10.5 
million children had been enrolled. 
The Programme was launched, recog-
nizing that many children in BISP ben-
eficiary households were not attending 
school, in the year 2012 through provi-
sion of additional cash per quarter to 
BISP beneficiary families for pursuing 
primary education. Since July 2021, 
the scope of the Programme has been 
expanded from primary to secondary 
and higher secondary level, and is cur-
rently operational all over the country. 
Giving update on the statistics of Bena-
zir Kafalat disbursements, the source 
told that an amount of approximately 
Rs. 49.84 billion has been disbursed 
among the beneficiaries of Benazir 
Kafalat Programme from May till Octo-
ber, 2022. The number of beneficiaries 
of the Kafalat Programme, which is an 
Unconditional Cash Transfer (UCT) 
initiative, have been increased from 7.2 
million to 8.5 million during this period 
(May-October). Currently, the number 
of enrolled/registered beneficiaries of 
the Kafalat programme is around 8.58 
million. However, the present govern-
ment has set a target to enhance this 
number up to 9 million by June 2023. 
The BISP Board has recently approved 

a policy to include transgenders under 
the Programme for which they are 
required to obtain a CNIC form NA-
DRA clearly mentioning their gender 
as ‘transgender’. About the Targeted 
Petroleum Subsidy Programme, the 
source told APP that an amount of ap-
proximately Rs 17.35 billion had been 
distributed among around 8.67 million 
beneficiaries under the initiative from 
May-October, 2022. The initiative was 
launched in order to protect the poor 
and the vulnerable families from the 
effects of rising fuel prices by provid-
ing an additional cash subsidy of Rs 
2,000 to existing regular BISP benefi-
ciaries as well as additional beneficia-
ries using National Socio-Economic 
Registry (NSER) database. About the 
Flood Relief Programme, the official 
source disclosed that from August till 
October 2022, an amount of approxi-
mately Rs 69 billion had been distribut-
ed among around 2.76 million families 
affected by the catastrophic floods this 
year, under the Prime Minister’s Flood 
Relief Cash Assistance Programme. 
The immediate cash relief of Rs 25,000 
per family was disbursed among the 
affected families due to the recent 
floods across the country through 
BISP. About the CCT Benazir Nasho-
numa Programme, the official source 
highlighted, “A total of Rs 162,964,000 
has been distributed among the en-
rolled beneficiaries from May to Oc-
tober, 2022”. The Programme aims to 
address stunting among pregnant and 
lactating women (PLW), and their chil-
dren under the age of 2 years through 
the provision of additional cash of Rs 
2,000/- per quarter per PLW for boy 
child and Rs 2,500/- per quarter for 
girl child of BISP beneficiary families. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office on 
Saturday rejecting a statement of the 
Indian Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) said that the masterminds of 
the Gujarat massacre had escaped 
justice and now held key government 
positions in India.  “With its state-
ment, the Indian Government has 
tried to hide behind subterfuge and 
canard to conceal the realities of the 
2002 Gujarat massacre. It is a shame-
ful story of mass killings, lynching, 
rape and plunder.  The fact of the 
matter is that the masterminds of the 
Gujarat massacre have escaped jus-
tice and now hold key government 
positions in India,” the Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson said in a press re-
lease. Responding to media queries, 
the spokesperson said no verbosity 
could hide the crimes of the “Saffron 
terrorists” in India, adding Hindutva, 
the political ideology of the ruling 
party, had given rise to a climate of 
hate, divisiveness and impunity. The 
culture of impunity was now deeply 
embedded in Hindutva-driven polity 
in India. The acquittal of the master-
mind and perpetrators of the heinous 

attack on Delhi-Lahore Samjhota Ex-
press, that killed 40 Pakistani nation-
als on Indian soil, demonstrated the 
massacre of justice under the RSS-
BJP dispensation. “Intimidation and 
demonization of religious minorities 
receives official patronage in states 
across India. Hindutva supremacists 
have been unleashed to exercise cow 
vigilantism, ransack places of wor-
ship, and attack religious congre-
gations,” it was further added.  The 
spokesperson said as it peddled a fic-
titious narrative of victimhood, it was 
itself a perpetrator of repression in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and a sponsor and finan-
cier of terrorist groups in South Asia.  
Only this week, she said a dossier 
was released containing irrefutable 
evidence that substantiated India’s 
involvement in the 2021 terrorist at-
tack in a peaceful Lahore neighbor-
hood. “The evidence gathered with 
international support confirms that 
the Lahore attack was instigated, 
planned and financed by the Indian 
state,” the press release quoted the 
spokesperson. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Transgenders com-
munity has demanded for implemen-
tation of Transgenders’ Rights Act 
for ensuring their security and inclu-
sion in society with dignity. Talking to 
APP on Saturday, an expert of Trans-
gender Law, Nayab Ali said that the 
only support for transgender people 
in Pakistan was provided by their 
peers. In the absence of medical care 
that is sensitive to their needs, the re-
lief usually comes from the commu-

nity members looking after them us-
ing traditional methods and wisdom, 
she said. She added that an inclusive 
transgender policy allowed indi-
viduals to take part as their self-de-
termined gender and they were as-
signed at birth. She further added 
that transgenders’ participation had 
proved non-controversial with wom-
en’s groups and some people  were 
saying transgender should be banned 
from female categories. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Commissioner Ba-
hawalpur Division Raja Jahangir 
Anwar chaired a review meeting 
held regarding the achievement of 
revenue targets in the division. The 
commissioner said that the revenue 
targets should be completed on time 
and the government dues should be 
deposited in the national exchequer. 
The meeting was told that during the 
last six months, revenues of Rs 1687 

million have been deposited in the 
government treasury; of which Rs 
549 million were land transfer fees, 
Rs 888 million were stamp duty, Rs 
118 million were agricultural income 
tax, and Rs 133 million was received 
through water tax. The commission-
er was told about the revenue targets 
of all the tehsils and a detailed brief-
ing was also given about the situation 
of revenue collection. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 
on Sunday organized Quran Kha-
wani for its former president and 
renowned business leader Munawar 
Mughal (late) on the occasion of his 
8th death anniversary. ICCI Presi-
dent Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, Exec-
utive Committee Members, former 
presidents Abdul Rauf Alam, Zubair 
Ahmed Malik, Zafar Bakhtawari, 

Muhammad Ejaz Abbasi, Baser 
Daud, All Pakistan Anjuman-e-Taji-
ran President Ajmal Baloch, Khalid 
Chaudhry, Nisar Mirza, and a large 
number of the business community 
participated in the Quran Khawani. 
Khursheed Ahmed Qadri offered 
Dua for the Esaal-e-Sawab of Mun-
awar Mughal (late). Munawar Mu-
ghal (late) died on 20th December 
2014 due to cardiac arrest. (APP)

‘Precautionary measures 
necessary against smog’

First convocation of 
USKT held

IRSA releases 76,100 
cusecs water

SARGODHA: Chief Executive Offi-
cer Health Authority Dr Khaliq Dad 
Niswana said precautionary mea-
sures recommended by the health de-
partment could safe people from ef-
fects of smog. Talking to APP here on 
Saturday, he said smog might cause 
breathing problems, coughing, eye ir-
ritation and headache. Dr Khaliqdad 
said motorcyclists should use masks 
and glasses to protect their eyes be-
sides avoiding going out unnecessari-
ly. He said people suffering from asth-
ma or chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
disease must haveinhaler with them 
all times. (APP)

SIALKOT: The first convocation of 
the University of Sialkot (USKT) was 
held here on Saturday. According to 
a press release, Chancellor and Gov-
ernor Punjab Baligh-ur-Rehman pre-
sided over the ceremony while Faisal 
Manzoor, Chairman, BOG University 
of Sialkot, Prof Dr Saeedul Hassan 
Chishti, Vice Chancellor, University 
of Sialkot, distributed medals and 
degrees among 3,500 graduating stu-
dents of ADP, BS Hons, Masters and 
M. Phill programmes. The governor 
lauded efforts of the USKT faculty 
and its leadership for providing qual-
ity education to students. He said ef-
fective and comprehensive strategies 
were needed by universities so that 
students could take full advantage 
of innovations and discoveries in 
various fields and effectively prepa-
rethemselves for future challenges. 
Deans, directors, faculty members, 
students and parents attended the 
ceremony.(APP)

ISLAMABAD, Dec 17 (APP):Indus 
River System Authority (IRSA) on 
Saturday released 76,100 cusecs 
water from various rim stations with 
inflow of 41,400 cusecs. According 
to the data released by IRSA, water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1492.84 feet and was 94.84 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 20,100 cusecs 
while outflow as 42,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1122.15 feet, which was 
72.15 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 7,200 cusecs 
and 20,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 47,500, 31,800, 30,300 and 12,500 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 8,500 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
2,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (APP)

Pakistan will import 20000 tons Gas cargo from Azerbaijan: Musadik

Solid Waste Management Project of Swat District to be replicated  
at Haripur District – DC Haripur
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Supreme Court witnesses decline in pending cases

Climate Journalism Education Workshop
FCCU hosts Workshop on Teaching Climate Journalism at Pakistani Universities

DC lays foundation stone of repairing, rehabilitation of Alipur road project

 ISLAMABAD: At the close of the Au-
tumn 2022 Session of the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan, data about the dis-
posal of cases as against fresh institu-
tion in the current calendar year 2022 
(till 16.12.2022) showed a reduction in 
the number of pending cases by a figure 
of 2,653. A reduction in the pendency 
has taken place for the first time in the 
year 2022 after the computerization of 
Supreme Court records was started in 
the year 2013, said a press release. The 
positive result has been achieved by 
the extraordinary efforts of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, who have since 
February 2022 been working at less full 
strength of the Court. This data is based 

on figures pertaining to petitions and 
appeals and excludes miscellaneous 
cases arising in the said matters. A chart 
reflecting the comparative data since 
2013 for institution and disposal of cases 
and its impact on the pendency of cas-
es (difference) is reproduced below: It 
said that in 2013, institution cases were 
12,223 and disposal number was 9,060 
with a difference of +3,163, in 2014 in-
stitution cases were 12,677 and disposal 
12,614 with a difference of +1,063, in 
2015 institution and disposal cases were 
15,544 and 12,277 respectively with a 
difference of +4,367; in 2016 institution 
cases number was 18,849 and disposal 
14,638 with a difference of +4,211; and 

in 2017, institution cases were 19,469 
and disposal number was 13,946 with 
a difference of +5,623. Similarly, in 
2018, institution cases were 19,390 and 
the disposal number was 16,961 with a 
difference of +2,429; in 2019, institu-
tion cases were 20,313 and the disposal 
number was 15,533 with a difference 
of +4,780; in 2020, institution cases 
were 16,860 and disposal number was 
13,030 with a difference of +3,830; in 
2021, institution cases were 20,541and 
the disposal number was 13,280 with 
a difference of +7,261; while in 2022, 
institution cases were 17,379 and the 
disposal number was 20,032 with a dif-
ference of -2,653. (APP)

LAHORE: The Faculty of Humanities, 
Forman Christian College (A Chartered 
University), in collaboration with Jour-
nalism & Media International Center 
(JMIC), OsloMet – Oslo Metropolitan 
University, Norway and the MediaCli-
mate Network hosted a one-day work-
shop on Climate Journalism Education. 
The workshop was held on 13th De-
cember 2022, with various academi-
cians, postgraduate students and jour-
nalists joining in from all over Pakistan 
and abroad. Dr. Altaf Ullah Khan, Dean 
of Humanities at FCCU inaugurated the 
workshop and gave a keynote speech 
in which he stated, “In the current en-
vironment, students need to have ba-
sic knowledge of climate change and 
we plan to make this into a skill set for 
them by introducing a course climate 
journalism in journalism institutions in 
Pakistan.”
The workshop was moderated by Mr 
Syed M. Saqib Saleem, Assistant Pro-
fessor, Department of Mass Commu-
nication, FCCU. The workshop rec-
ommended best practices along with 
sharing the course documents devel-
oped by different universities in Paki-

stan. International experts also shared 
their expertise which gave a fair under-
standing of the global reach of the sylla-
bi for climate journalism. Dr Firasat Ja-
been, Chairperson Department of Mass 
Communication and Assistant Profes-
sor, FCCU and Prof. Elizabeth Eide, 
JMIC and Co-Director Media Climate 
Network and Professor of Journalism 
gave an introduction to the workshop 
and welcomed all the speakers and par-
ticipants. They both highlighted how 
climate journalism education in Paki-
stan is the need of the hour consider-
ing the major climate crisis situation in 
Pakistan. The first speaker of the work-
shop was Ms Farahnaz Zahidi Moaz-
zam, Pakistani Editor at The Third Pole. 
She called Environmental Journalism 
as the next big thing in Pakistan. She 
said that The Third Pole specializes in 
doing value addition stories in climate 
journalism for a better understanding 
of an ordinary reader.
Ms Farahnaz was followed by Prof. 
Andreas Ytterstad, Professor at Depart-
ment of Journalism and Media Studies, 
OsloMet. He shared that while science 
journalism sets the base for climate 

change reporting, we also need to re-
port on society changes and how it is 
being affected by climate change. He 
was of the view that, “Climate change 
is really just global warming which is 
causing havoc all over the world. The 
word climate change has been polit-
icized.” After his speech he gave the 
floor to Mr Mofizur Rahman, Professor 
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh and 
member of the Media Climate Net-
work. Mr Mofizur Rahman highlighted 
the need for climate journalism educa-
tion all over the world and shared the 
course outline of the course on climate 
journalism that he is teaching.
Mr Daud Khan, an award winning mul-
timedia journalist based in KPK, Paki-
stan and member of Oxford Climate 
Journalism Network gave a presenta-
tion on visualizing climate change. He 
shared some tools and resources that 
could be used while doing climate cov-
erage which included Digital Observa-
tory for Protected Areas (DOPA), Glob-
al Forest Watch and SkyTruth Flaring 
Map. The last speaker of the day was 
Mr Syed M. Saqib Saleem, Assistant 
Professor Department of Mass Com-
munication. He shared alternate learn-
ing pathways for climate journalism in 
Pakistan and ideas for course content 
in Pakistan. He said, “For improving 
the quality of climate news coverage, 
journalism students need to be trained 
in the universities and be motivated for 
climate action. ”
Finally, a group activity was done where 
participants brainstormed student 
learning objectives and course activities 

MUZAFFARGARH: Deputy Commis-
sioner Capt (retd) Samiullah Farooq 
and MPA Abdul Haye Dasti laid the 
foundation stone for repairing and re-
habilitation of Alipur road project at 
a cost of Rs 600 million. Addressing 
the ceremony, the DC said that it was 
a long-standing demand of the people 
of Muzaffargarh and Alipur. The proj-
ect not only will provide relief to the 
people of Muzaffargarh and Alipur 

but also provide relief to the people 
of adjacent areas and traffic problems 
will also be resolved. He said the proj-
ect would be completed as soon as 
possible by utilizing all the resources. 
MPA Abdul Haye Khan Dasti said the 
condition of Alipur road was dilap-
idated for a long time, due to which 
the people of Muzaffargarh, Alipur, 
Jatoi, Shahr Sultan and adjacent ar-
eas were facing problems. He said the 

road has been divided into five parts 
and the total length of construction 
and repair was about 6 kilometres. 
He said that construction and repair 
of road have been started from Pir 
Jahania. The DC has given special 
instructions for the early completion 
of the project on a priority basis. On 
the occasion, the dignitaries of the 
area including former Nazim Azam 
Baloch were also present. (APP)

President summons NA session on Tuesday

NEPRA notifies 32 paisas per unit decrease in 
power tariff for Oct

CDA earmarks hefty funds  
for uplift of work of 2 sectors

31st annual parents day of cadet college  
Larkana to be held on Dec 20

Saad categorically rejects propaganda  
about sale of Roosevelt Hotel

Annual winter family festival at Jilani Park attracts thousands of people

Plan afoot for water resource development in 18 district  
of Balochistan: Agha Hassan

Smart cards to be issued to property owners: DG FDA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi 
on Tuesday summoned a session of 
the National Assembly on Tuesday 
in the Parliament House. The presi-
dent summoned the session to meet 

on December 20 at 5:30 pm under 
the powers conferred by Clause (1) 
Article 54 of the Constitution of Pa-
kistan, President Secretariat Press 
Wing said in a press release. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric 
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has 
notified a 32 paisa per unit decrease 
in tariff for X-WAPDA power distri-
bution companies (DISCOs) for Oc-
tober under the monthly fuel cost ad-
justment (FCA) mechanism. Central 
Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA-G) 
on behalf of X-WAPDA DISCOs has 
sought a 25 paisa decrease in the tar-
iff for the said period, said a notifica-
tion. The NEPRA authority conduct-

ed a public hearing into the petition 
of CPPA-G on November 29 with 
Chairman NEPRA in the Chair. The 
FCA for October would be charged 
sssssss40 paisa less as compared to 
FCA for September. It would apply to 
the billing in December. The decrease 
would apply to all consumers of DIS-
COs except K-Electric, consumers 
using up to 300 units, Agri, lifeline 
consumers, and charging stations of 
electric vehicles. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) had already al-
located hefty funds for the completion 
of development work in Sectors I-11 
and I-12 of Islamabad for the provi-
sion of basic facilities to the residents. 
Talking to APP, an official of CDA said 
the authority was trying its best to pro-
vide clean drinking water, gas, street 
lights, markets, schools, mosques and 
others in these sectors.   He said CDA 
was committed to utilize more funds 
to accelerate the development work 
to complete it in the stipulated time. 
“CDA has planned to supply water 
to Sector I-11/1 & 2 through pipeline 

from Shah Allah Ditta Reservoir and 
80% pipeline has already been laid for 
the purpose. The same project cannot 
be completed due to the non-availabil-
ity of land possession,” he informed. 
The authority had also conducted sev-
eral Electric Resistivity Survey (ERS) 
tests for assessment of underground 
water potential to install tube wells in 
the Sector, but due to insufficient un-
derground water potential, tube wells 
were not recommended by the Geo-
logical Experts. Presently, CDA is pro-
viding portable water to the resident 
of Sector I-11/1 & 2 through tanker 
service. (APP)

LARKANA: The Cadet College Lar-
kana(CCL) is holding its 31st Par-
ents Day on December 20, 2022 in 
the college premises, near Moen-
jo-dero of Larkana district. This 
was disclosed by the Principal & 
Project Director Cadet College Lar-
kana (CCL) here on Saturday. He 
said the General Officer Command-

ing (GOC) Pano Akil Garrison and 
Chairman BoG Cadet College Lar-
kana Maj Gen Aamer Amin would 
preside over the 31st Annual Parents 
Day-2023 and give away shields and 
prizes to the successful cadets of the 
Year. A variety of programmes has 
been also arranged for the day, he 
added. (APP)

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Avia-
tion and Pakistan Railways Khawaja 
Saad Rafique has categorically re-
jected the propaganda that the PIA-
owned Roosevelt Hotel in the United 
States is being sold out. Addressing 
a press conference at the PR head-
quarters here on Saturday, he alleged 
that a news channel was telecasting 
fake news about the Roosevelt Hotel. 
He said that no such thing was even 
under consideration. He also rejected 
that Pakistan’s flag had been removed 
from the hotel and clarified that na-
tional flag was hoisted at the hotel 
only when any head of state of the 
country stayed over there. Otherwise, 
he clarified that only two flags were 
displayed at the hotel including one of 
the US and the other one of the hotel 
in routine days. He said that the hotel 
had been closed during the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government 
tenure due to some reasons. He said 
that the current administration of the 
PIA had asked for permission to repair 
the rooms of the hotel so that finan-
cial burden of US$25 million of the 

hotel could be reduced. He said that 
decisions would be made only in the 
interest of the country. The minister 
said that the current government, with 
concerted efforts, saved the hotel from 
status of a landmark by the US gov-
ernment. Talking about the Pakistan 
International Airlines, he said that the 
government was struggling to save it 
from downfall. He said that discus-
sions with the European and Ameri-
can institutions were under progress 
to get rid of sanctions, imposed by 
these countries after an uncalled far 
statement of a former minister. “The 
PIA is facing loss of Rs 40 billion per 
year due to an irresponsible statement 
of the former minister,” he said. (APP)

LAHORE: The annual winter family 
festival 2022, first of its kind is being 
celebrated enthusiastically at Jilani 
Park, under the auspices of the Parks 
and Horticulture Authority (PHA), 
and attracting a large number of peo-
ple due to various recreational facil-
ities at the venue. These views were 
expressed by the PHA Chairman Ya-
sir Gillani while talking to APP, here 
on Saturday. He said that family fes-
tival 2022, was first of its kind as in 
2007, the same festival was arranged 

but not at a large scale compared to 
the current one, adding that such 
festivals could provide relief to peo-
ple from stress and mental strains. 
The chairman said that people had 
shown keen interest in a month-long 
festival as footfalls had jumped to 
100,000 people on weekends which 
was a great number. He said that se-
nior minister Mian Aslam Iqbal had 
inaugurated the festival while Pun-
jab Chief Minister Chaudhry Parvez 
Elahi had also visited to review the 

arrangements to facilitate the peo-
ple. Yasir Gillani said that various 
stalls highlighting Punjab village 
culture were set up in which practi-
cal demos of making jaggery (Gurr), 
‘khadi’ fabric, ceramic crockery and 
extraction of mustard oil were shown 
for the cultural knowledge purposes. 
“We are trying to create awareness 
among the coming generation about 
civilisation and culture of our villag-
es through the winter family festi-
val,” he added. (APP)

QUETTA: Federal Minister of Science 
and Technology Agha Hasan Baloch 
has said that a comprehensive plan 
for the development of water resourc-
es, livestock and agriculture was being 
started in 18 districts of Balochistan 
at a cost of 40 million Euros by the In-
ternational Organization for Agricul-
tural Development (IOAD). Under the 
project, 30 thousand tubewells will be 
transferred to solar energy in a phased 
manner to deal with the energy crisis, 

which will result in an annual saving of 
22 billion in subsidies given by the fed-
eral and provincial governments. These 
amounts can be spent on education, 
health and other development projects. 
He expressed these views while ad-
dressing an event organized in collab-
oration with the IOAD here Saturday. 
Officials of the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Department of Agriculture 
and Balochistan farmers also participat-
ed in the ceremony. The Federal Minis-

ter said that due to the lack of industries 
and factories in Balochistan, majority of 
local people were associated with agri-
culture and livestock sectors saying that 
the agriculture sector is being severely 
affected due to electricity requirements 
and the people associated with these 
sectors were suffering from poverty and 
destitution while thousands of cattle 
had been died due to drought in 1999. 
The economic effects of this damage 
are still intact. (APP)

FAISALABAD: The Faisalabad De-
velopment Authority (FDA) has sped 
up work for digitalization of record 
of commercial markets and residen-
tial colonies, after which the property 
owners would be issued smart cards. 
This was stated by Director General 
(DG) FDA Abid Hussain Bhatti while 
chairing a meeting here on Saturday. 
He reviewed the digitalization process 
and directed the staff concerned to ac-
celerate the pace for early completion 
of the record. He also ordered to ensure 

100 per cent accuracy while digitalising 
the record. He said that the FDA had 
control on 18 residential colonies and 
17 commercial markets and after dig-
italization of the record, the property 
owners in these colonies and markets 
would be issued smart cards, he added. 
Chief Engineer FDA Mehar Ayub, di-
rectors Asma Mohsan, Sohail Maqsood 
Pannu, Yasir Ejaz Chattha, deputy di-
rectors Shahid Pasha, Mian Asad Ma-
jeed, Assistant Director Abdullah Noor 
and others were also present. (APP)

and presented their ideas on teaching 
climate journalism.
The workshop concluded with some 
final remarks by Dr Elisabeth Eide. Dr 

Jonathan S. Addleton, Rector, FCCU, 
was also present at the occasion and 
gave his concluding speech. After that, 
certificates were distributed among the 
participants.
Overall, the training was informative 
and valuable for participants and en-
couraged them to become changemak-
ers within their institutions and support 
the efforts to introduce climate journal-
ism education courses for journalism 
students in Pakistan. (Staff Report)
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Stocks, oil prices extend losses on recession fears
NEW YORK: Stock markets dropped 
further Friday on prospects of more 
aggressive rises in interest rates to 
fight inflation, renewing concerns 
over the global economy entering re-
cession next year. After a healthy rally 
in recent weeks fueled by signs that 
price rises were slowing, the US Fed-
eral Reserve, European Central Bank 
and Bank of England this week damp-
ened the holiday cheer by hiking bor-
rowing costs again by sizable amounts 

and warning of more pain. While in-
flation in many leading economies has 
started coming down -- helped by a 
drop in energy costs -- it still remains 
at or near multi-decade highs. Observ-
ers have warned that economies could 
be heading for a period of stagflation 
where prices keep rising but growth 
stalls. “In a nutshell, it is all about fears 
over a sharper economic slowdown in 
2023 than previously expected,” noted 
Fawad Razaqzada, market analyst at 

City Index trading group. “While mac-
ro data have been weak of late, there 
was still hope that the downturn might 
be short-lived and that a recession 
might be avoided in some regions al-
together, amid signs of inflation peak-
ing in some regions like the US.” The 
latest rate hikes came as data showed 
US and UK retail sales dropping in 
November as consumers -- key drivers 
of growth -- feel the pinch from high 
prices and rate hikes.Agencies)

European stocks close lower as trade deficit jumps

Govt puts priority to address issues of energy sector: Dar

TSMC boss says geopolitics distorting chip market

Germany ups reliance on Huawei for 5G  
despite security fears

Russian gas supplies to China soar – envoy

 Regional drinks giant Kassatly Group Holding  
announces a strategic move to business-friendly Cyprus 

IMF approves US$3bil loan to Egypt

Global crude prices likely to average around $92 
next year, World Bank says

Gold price up by Rs 800 per tola

Sialkot totally export-oriented city: PSGMEA chairman

ISTANBUL: European stock markets 
closed in negative territory on Friday 
amid a rising trade deficit. The euro 
area saw a €26.5 billion ($28.1 bil-
lion) trade deficit in goods with the 
rest of the world during the month 
of October, according to figures from 
Eurostat released earlier. While ex-
ports of goods showed an increase 
of 18% year-on-year, imports soared 
30.7% compared to the same month 
a year ago, the bloc’s statistical office 
said. The STOXX Europe 600, which 
includes around 90% of the market 

capitalization of the European market 
in 17 countries, was down 5.17 point, 
or 1.2%, to 424.74. The UK’s FTSE 
100 lost 94 points, or 1.27%, to close 
at 7,332. Germany’s DAX 30 dove 93 
points, or 0.67%, to end the session at 
13,893. France’s CAC 40 decreased 
70 points, or 1.08%, to finish the final 
trading day of the week at 6,452. Ita-
ly’s FTSE MIB fell 37 points, or 0.16%, 
to 23,688. Spain’s IBEX 35 was the 
worst performer of the day, plummet-
ing 106 points, or 1.29%, to 8,112 at the 
closing bell. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance 
and Revenue Senator Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar on Saturday said that the 
government was putting priority to 
address the issues of energy sector in-
cluding circular debt in order to bring 
financial sustainability of the sector 
and ensure the economic growth of 
the country. While chairing a meeting 
on reforms in energy sector, the min-
ister further directed the concerned 
authorities to make viable solutions 
for the settlement of all issues of ener-
gy sector, said a press release issued 
by the Ministry of Finance. The meet-

ing discussed introducing various 
reforms in energy sector and issues 
of stock and flow of circular debt in 
the sector. The Finance Minister high-
lighting the importance of reforms in 
energy sector, said that reforms were 
crucial in energy sector for the eco-
nomic growth of the country. Minis-
ter of State for Finance and Revenue 
Dr. Ayesha Ghous Pasha, Minister of 
State for Petroleum Musadik Masood 
Malik, SAPM on Finance Tariq Ba-
jwa, Secretary Finance, Secretary 
Power and senior officers attended 
the meeting. (APP)

TAIPEI: Tensions between the world’s 
two superpowers are “distorting” the 
semiconductor market and erasing 
the benefits of globalisation, the CEO 
of the world’s top contract chipmaker 
said today in a speech that also ex-
pressed reservations over the global 
rush by countries to bring chip pro-
duction onshore. CC Wei, CEO of Tai-
wan Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Co (TSMC), said Covid-19 and the 
Ukraine war will also continue to dis-
rupt the chip supply chain but stressed 
that “geopolitical confrontation” is the 
biggest new challenge facing the in-
dustry. “Geopolitical confrontation has 
distorted the entire market. Previous-
ly, you make a product and could sell 
it to the whole world. Now, some prod-
ucts are not allowed to be sold, some 

countries say that you are not allowed 
to enter, while some say you can only 
use certain (local) products,” the CEO 
said in a reference to the tensions be-
tween the world’s two superpowers. 
“The situation has destroyed all the 
productivity and efficiency brought by 
globalisation. Even if saying destroy-
ing is too strong, these barriers will 
seriously affect the benefits of a free 
economy like in the past. This is really 
bad.” (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany has become even 
more dependent on Huawei for its 
5G radio access network equipment 
(RAN) than in its 4G network despite 
growing worries about Chinese in-
volvement in critical infrastructure, 
according to a new report. Many Euro-
pean countries have banned Chinese 
companies from all or part of their 5G 
networks on security grounds, amid 
intense diplomatic pressure from the 
US. But Huawei accounts for 59% of 
Germany’s 5G RAN – the base sta-
tions and related infrastructure that 
connect smartphones to the network – 
compared to 57% in 4G networks, ac-
cording to the survey by telecommu-

nications consultancy Strand Consult. 
The survey, to be released next week 
but seen by Reuters, provides an over-
view of the roles of China’s Huawei 
and ZTE in the roll-out of next-gener-
ation mobile networks across Europe, 
singling out the region’s largest econo-
my for its continued reliance on its top 
trade partner. “There are indications 
that Germany has not taken the secu-
rity threat that China poses seriously,” 
the study says, drawing comparisons 
to the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline, 
long criticised by opponents as a secu-
rity risk but which Berlin justified by 
saying Russia would not weaponise 
energy. (APP)

MOSCOW: Natural gas supplies from 
Russia to China increased 173% in the 
first ten months of this year compared 
to the same period of 2021, according 
the Chinese ambassador to Moscow. 
Zhang Hanhui said Beijing is ready 
to work with Moscow ensure gas 
pumped via the eastern section of the 
Power of Siberia pipeline will reach its 
projected capacity as soon as possible. 
He added that China also wants to see 
a more rapid implementation of the 
Russia-Mongolia-China gas pipeline 
project. Amid the current situation 
a new Russian-Chinese cooperation 
horizon is being demonstrated,” the 
diplomat said in his speech at the 
‘Russian Gas 2022 – Turn to the East’ 

forum. “We are ready to strengthen 
integrated cooperation with the Rus-
sian side in the field of pipeline and 
liquefied gas.” According to the envoy, 
China has already become the world’s 
biggest natural gas consumer and has 
vast potential to further increase im-
ports of the fuel. He noted that natu-
ral gas consumption in China reached 
372 billion cubic meters in 2021, mark-
ing a 12.7% annual surge. (Agencies)

NICOSIA: Lebanese drinks giant 
Kassatly Group Holding has started 
work on a new plant in Cyprus under 
“Boutique Beverage Bottling Int’l Ltd” 
as part of ambitious plans to move the 
brand from a regional powerhouse 
to a global player. The mega plant in 
Ypsonas, Limassol, should be fully op-
erational by the end of 2023, with the 
company aiming to make the island 
home within a year, creating 100+ jobs. 
Founder Akram Kassatly said: “The 
tax incentives in Cyprus are attractive, 

but it is the geographical advantages to 
Europe, Africa, the Gulf countries and 
the Americas, which are most appeal-
ing to us and, most importantly, having 
Mediterranean and European seals on 
our products, something coveted by 
consumers worldwide.” Discussing the 
logistics of moving an integral part of 
the business to Cyprus, Mr Kassatly 
said the input, advice and profession-
alism of the Invest Cyprus team had 
made the experience both enjoyable 
and pain-free. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The executive board 
of the International Monetary Fund on 
Friday approved a US$3 billion loan 
to Egypt, with an immediate disburse-
ment of US$347 million, the IMF said 
in a statement. Egypt will benefit from 
the loan over 46 months under the Ex-
tended Fund Facility. The agreement is 
for 2,350.17 million SDRs, or Special 
Drawing Rights, an IMF unit of ac-
count based on a basket of five major 

international currencies, equivalent to 
about US$3 billion. The loan was ini-
tially announced by the IMF on Oct 27.
The financial support was granted 
in exchange for an economic pro-
gramme aimed at “preserving mac-
roeconomic stability, restoring shock 
absorbers and paving the way for 
sustainable, inclusive and private sec-
tor-led growth,” the Washington-based 
IMF said. (Agencies)

UAE: Global crude oil prices are ex-
pected to average $92 per barrel in 
2023 and $80 per barrel in 2024, the 
World Bank said in a report late on 
Friday. This is slightly lower than the 
a projected $100 per barrel in 2022, 
noted Peter Nagle, Senior Economist, 
and Kaltrina Temaj, research ana-
lyst with the World Bank’s Prospects 
Group, in a blog. While crude prices 
have fallen by about one-third from 
their highs reached in June, the mar-
ket remains extremely volatile due 
to a combination of factors, the blog 
says. “Slowing global growth and 
concerns about a global recession 
have thus far outweighed worries 
about insufficient oil supply. Howev-
er, prices will remain well above their 
recent five-year average of $60 per 

barrel,” they wrote. The major factors 
that are likely to affect prices in the 
coming year include both supply and 
demand factors. On the supply side, 
the the major issues at play include 
European Union sanctions on Russia 
and the G7 oil price cap, production 
by the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and its allies, 
collectively known as Opec+, the out-
look for US shale oil, and the use and 
refilling of strategic oil inventories. 
On the demand side, a potential glob-
al recession as a result of continued 
hawkish stance by the leading central 
banks and the easing of Covid-19 re-
strictions in China that has led to an 
outbreak of infections remain critical 
to the overall health of the market. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The prices of per tola 
24 karat gold increased by Rs 800 to 
Rs 172,700 on Saturday against its 
sale at Rs 171,900 during the previ-
ous day. The rates of 10 gram 24 karat 
gold also increased by Rs 686 to Rs 
148,062 from Rs 147,376; whereas the 
price of 10 gram 22 karat gold went 
up to Rs 135,724 from Rs 135,095, All 

Sindh Sarafa Jewellers Association 
reported. The price of per tola silver 
increased by Rs 20 to Rs 1980 where-
as that of 10 gram silver went up by 
Rs 17.15 to Rs 1697.53. The price of 
gold in the international market in-
creased by $ 11 to $1,793 compared 
to its sale at $1,782, the association 
reported. (APP)

SIALKOT: Pakistan Sports Goods 
Manufacturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation (PSGMEA) Chairman Arshad 
Latif Butt has said that Sialkot is an 
important economic hub and totally 
export-oriented city of the country 
where 99 per cent products are ex-
ported to various parts of the globe. 
Through export, Sialkot based small 
and medium industries were earn-
ing foreign exchange amounting 
over 3 billion US dollars per year and 
strengthening the national exchequer, 
he added. Talking to APP here on Sat-
urday, the chairman PSGMEA said 
Sialkot exporters were the ‘Roaming 
Ambassadors’ of Pakistan who were 
not only travelling for fetching valu-
able foreign exchange for the country 
but also making efforts to introduce 
Pakistan through their products. He 
said that thousands of small and me-
dium sized industries were function-
ing in and around Sialkot and it was 
globally known for its quality prod-
ucts, unique export culture and for 
manufacturing value-added goods like 

leather products, sports goods, sur-
gical instruments, gloves of all sorts, 
textiles items, sports wear, martial arts 
uniforms, accessories, musical instru-
ments, kitchen ware, cutlery items etc. 
He said footballs, field hockey sticks, 
cricket gear and boxing gloves were 
used in international games, including 
the Olympics and World Cups. It may 
be mentioned that surgical and sports 
goods industries were the oldest ones 
which were playing a tremendous role 
not only in strengthening the nation-
al economy but also in providing em-
ployment opportunities to hundreds 
industrial workers, he added. The 
chairman PSGMEA said Sialkot ex-
porters had written a golden history 
after establishing two mega projects of 
Sialkot international Airport Limited 
(SIAL) and private airline AirSial Air-
line on self-help basis. In terms of the 
FIFA World Cup, Pakistan’s name had 
been promoted in the form of Al-Rih-
la, a positive image of the country had 
been promoted all over the world, he 
said. (APP)

Russia keeps key interest 
rate at 7.5 pct

People with disabilities 
benefit from telework

United Airlines unveils 
historic order for up to 

200 new planes

MOSCOW: Russia’s central bank 
decided on Friday to keep its key 
interest rate unchanged at 7.5 per-
cent per annum. “Current consum-
er prices are growing at a moder-
ate rate and consumer demand is 
subdued. Inflation expectations of 
households and businesses, essen-
tially unchanged, remain elevated,” 
the bank said in a statement. “At the 
same time, pro-inflation risks are 
up and prevail over dis-inflation-
ary risks. This comes as a result of 
rising inflation pressures from the 
labor market, worsening foreign 
trade conditions and a softer fiscal 
stance,” it added. The central bank 
forecast that annual inflation in 
Russia will decline to 5-7 percent in 
2023 and further down to 4 percent 
in 2024 given the current monetary 
policy. Russia drastically raised 
the key interest rate from 9.5 per-
cent to 20 percent on Feb. 28 this 
year to support financial and price 
stability and protect the savings of 
citizens from depreciation, days 
after it launched a special military 
operation in Ukraine. Since April, 
the central bank slashed the rate 
several times to 7.5 percent in Sep-
tember citing weakened inflation 
pressures. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: After generations 
of being overlooked and sidelined 
in the job market, Americans with 
disabilities are enjoying an un-
precedented employment boom — 
thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Widespread acceptance of remote 
working and an overall labor short-
age have opened up historic op-
portunities for some of the nation’s 
most skilled and underutilized 
workers. “I’m proud to be able to go 
out and earn a living now, especial-
ly teleworking, and do it as a blind 
man,” said Bobby Pellechia, 39, a 
data analyst in Central Texas who 
has had three remote jobs since the 
pandemic began, each time moving 
up in position and pay. (Agencies)

CHICAGO: United Airlines an-
nounced Wednesday in a press re-
lease the largest widebody aircraft 
order by a U.S. carrier in commer-
cial aviation history: 100 Boeing 
787 Dreamliners with options to 
purchase 100 more. This historic 
purchase is the next chapter in the 
ambitious United Next plan and will 
bolster the airline’s leadership role 
in global travel for years to come, 
the company said in the release. The 
airline now expects to take delivery 
of about 700 new narrow- and wide-
body aircraft by 2032, including an 
average of more than two every week 
in 2023 and three a week in 2024, 
United stated in the release. United 
expects to take delivery of the new 
widebody planes between 2024 and 
2032 and can choose among the 787-
8, 9 or 10 models, providing flexibili-
ty to support a wide range of routes. 
United also exercised options to pur-
chase 44 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft 
for delivery between 2024 and 2026 – 
consistent with the United Next 2026 
capacity plan – and ordered 56 more 
MAX aircraft for delivery between 
2027 and 2028, the company said in 
the release. (Agencies)

Germany to cut the ribbon on first LNG terminal

WILHELMSHAVEN: Germany will on 
Saturday inaugurate its first liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) terminal, built in re-
cord time, as the country scrambles to 
adapt to life without Russian energy. 
The rig in the North Sea port of Wil-
helmshaven will be opened by Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz at a ceremony on board 
a specialist vessel known as an FSRU, 
named the Hoegh Esperanza. The ship 
has already been stocked with gas from 
Nigeria that could supply 50,000 homes 
for a year, and the terminal is set to 
begin deliveries on December 22. Ger-

many plans to open four more govern-
ment-funded LNG terminals over the 
next few months as well as a private ter-
minal in the port of Lubmin. Together, 
the terminals could deliver 30 billion cu-
bic metres of gas a year from next year, 
or a third of Germany’s total gas needs 
-- if Berlin can find enough LNG to ser-
vice them. LNG terminals allow for the 
import by sea of natural gas which has 
been chilled and turned into a liquid to 
make it easier to transport. The FRSU 
stocks the LNG, then turns it back into 
a ready-to-use gas.(Agencies)
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LOS ANGELES: Brooklyn star Ky-
rie Irving drilled a buzzer-beating 
three-pointer to lift the Nets to fifth 
straight NBA victory on Friday as 
reigning champions Golden State 
and league-leading Boston both 
lost. Irving’s step-back three-pointer 
gave the Nets a 119-116 victory over 
the Raptors in Toronto. Irving led 
the Nets with 32 points. Kevin Du-
rant added 28 as Brooklyn notched 
their ninth win in 10 games. Brook-
lyn trailed by as many as 18 in the 
first half, but rallied to stay a game 
behind third-placed Cleveland in 
the Eastern Conference. The Cavs 
-- fueled by 41 points from Donovan 
Mitchell -- rallied for a 118-112 vic-
tory over the Indiana Pacers. Fred 

VanVleet scored a game-high 39 
points for the Raptors, his pull-up 
three-pointer knotting the score at 
105-105 with 3:06 to play. Brooklyn 
responded with dunks from Ben 
Simmons and Durant as the teams 
traded the lead, the Nets going up 
116-114 with 14.1 seconds left on 
a three-pointer by Yuta Watanabe 
who was fed by Irving. (Agencies)

BRISBANE: Australian spinner Na-
than Lyon took 3-14 as South Africa 
were bowled out for 152 at tea on 
the first day of the opening Test at 
Brisbane’s Gabba ground on Sat-
urday. After Australian captain Pat 
Cummins won the toss and chose 
to bowl on a green wicket under 
cloudy skies, South Africa never 
recovered from a disastrous start 
that saw them slump to 27-4 after 11 
overs. The only batters to defy the 
Australian attack were wicketkeep-
er Kyle Verreynne and number four 
Temba Bavuma, who rescued the 
visitors from complete annihilation 
with a 98-run partnership. But once 

Bavuma fell for 38 midway through 
the second session, South Africa 
lost steady wickets on a surface that 
got faster as the day wore on. The 
Australians will feel vindicated by 
Cummins’ decision to go against the 
norm in Brisbane by bowling first. 
The morning conditions had looked 
ideal for Australia’s potent pace at-
tack, but Mitchell Starc and Cum-
mins were wayward early, causing 
no real problems for the batters. 
Starc began the rot with the first 
ball of the third over when South 
African captain Dean Elgar tickled 
a ball down the leg side to keeper 
Alex Carey. (Agencies)

Canada s Maggie MacNeil broke her 
own short course world record in 
the women s 50 metres backstroke 
to win gold at the world champi-
onships in Melbourne on Friday. 
MacNeil, who won 100m butterfly 
gold at the Tokyo Olympics, clocked 
25.25 to shave 0.02 seconds off her 
previous mark, which was set at 
the previous edition of the cham-
pionships in Abu Dhabi last year. 
American Claire Curzan took sil-
ver, while Australia s Mollie O Cal-
laghan bagged bronze. Earlier on 
Friday, France won the gold medal 
in the mixed 4x50m freestyle relay 
in a world record time of 1:27.33, 

bettering the United States  previ-
ous time of 1:27.89. Melbourne is 
hosting the short course champion-
ships after Kazan was stripped of 
the event over Russia s invasion of 
Ukraine. The event began on Dec. 
13, and will run through to Dec. 18. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US basketball play-
er Brittney Griner said on Friday in 
the first public statement since her 
release from incarceration in Russia 
that she intends to play in the Wom-
en’s National Basketball Association 
(WNBA) again for the Phoenix Mer-
cury. “It feels so good to be home! 
The last 10 months have been a battle 
at every turn,” Griner said. “I intend 
to play basketball for the WNBA’s 
Phoenix Mercury this season, and in 
doing so, I look forward to being able 
to say ‘thank you’ to those of you who 
advocated, wrote, and posted for him 
in person soon.” Earlier this year, 
Griner was convicted of transport-
ing cannabis oil into Russia and sen-

tenced to nine years in prison. Gri-
ner was freed earlier this month in a 
prisoner exchange involving Russian 
businessman Viktor Bout. Griner 
thanked US President Joe Biden for 
his administration’s efforts to secure 
her release, as well as her Russian le-
gal team and the Fort Hood medical 
team for their assistance. Griner said 
she would use her platform to help 
secure the release of Paul Whelan, a 
US citizen imprisoned in Russia on 
espionage charges. Biden attempted 
to secure Whelan’s release alongside 
Griner, but failed due to Russia con-
sidering the nature of his crimes to 
be more serious, according to the 
White House. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Four-time NBA 
champion Stephen Curry said Fri-
day he was relieved that he won’t 
need surgery on his partially dislo-
cated left shoulder, but had no time-
table for his return. Curry suffered 
the injury when he tried to make 
a steal during the reigning NBA 
champion Golden State Warriors’ 

125-119 loss at Indiana on Wednes-
day. An MRI on Thursday showed 
the extent of the damage and con-
firmed he would not need an oper-
ation to repair the shoulder. “From 
what I know about shoulder injuries 
and situations like that, avoiding 
surgery is great news,” Curry said. 
(Agencies)

DOHA: Julian Alvarez came to the 
World Cup as a peripheral figure for 
Argentina but is preparing for Sun-
day’s final against France as their new 
star in attack. The young Manchester 
City forward started just one of Argen-
tina’s World Cup qualifiers and came 
to Qatar behind Inter Milan forward 
Lautaro Martinez in the pecking order. 
The 22-year-old was unable to make a 
mark as a substitute as the Copa Amer-
ica champions started their campaign 
in Doha with a shock 2-1 defeat at the 
hands of Saudi Arabia. But in retrospect 

that could have been his “sliding doors” 
moment. Lautaro twice put the ball in 
the net against the Saudis but both times 
he was denied by an offside flag. Argen-
tina coach Lionel Scaloni stuck with 
Lautaro for the second game -- a 2-0 win 
against Mexico -- but Alvarez was in the 
starting line-up for the decisive match 
against Poland and has not looked back 
since. The forward, nicknamed “La Ara-
na” (The Spider), sealed victory with a 
fine finish into the top corner midway 
through the second half in the 2-0 win 
against Poland. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Mercury in the career area 
of your chart, linked to Uranus, planet 
of surprises, means if you say the right 
things to employers and other author-
ity figures this weekend you could be 
moving up the ladder of success very 
soon. Tell them what they need to 
hear.
– TAURUS: Reach out and make con-
tact with people who share your pas-
sions. Wherever you go and whatever 
you do over the next 48 hours you will 
have the happy the knack of saying 
just the right thing to just the right 
person at just the right time.
– GEMINI: You seem to be flavor of 
the month on the work front at the 
moment and that’s great, but don’t 
get carried away and start behaving 
as if you can say and do anything you 
please and get away with it. Make sure 
your flavor stays sweet.
– CANCER: If you need assistance this 
weekend then ask for it. Mercury and 
Venus in the partnership area of your 
chart indicates that others will look on 
your requests favorably, so don’t keep 
your worries to yourself, let colleagues 
know how they can help you.
– LEO: What seems important to you 
this weekend won’t seem so important 
when the Sun changes signs in mid-
week, so don’t attach too much signif-
icance to it and certainly don’t change 

your ambitions. On the work front, 
especially, there’s no need to be hasty.
– VIRGO: Bet only on certainties over 
the next 48 hours, even if people 
whose judgement you trust insist they 
know what is going to happen next. 
Maybe they do but that doesn’t mean 
you should put money on it – that’s se-
riously tempting fate.
– LIBRA: If what you have been work-
ing on in recent weeks does not satisfy 
you creatively don’t worry about it be-
cause there will be new opportunities 
to shine between now and the end of 
the year. Focus on family relationships 
this weekend – few things matter 
more.
– SCORPIO: What happens this week-
end should be hugely enjoyable for all 
concerned but the planets warn there 
is a danger you could focus too much 
on helping other people have fun and 
neglect your own needs in the pro-
cess. Look out for Number One!
– SAGITTARIUS: You may come 
across to most people as big and 
brash but there is a surprisingly sen-
sitive side to your nature and that side 
will be much in evidence over the next 
few days. Something will make you 
intensely emotional and that’s a good 
thing.
– CAPRICORN: Mercury in your birth 
sign makes it easy to get through to 
other people and with Mercury linked 
to larger-than-life Jupiter this week-
end you will have plenty to say for 
yourself. Don’t forget to take a breath 
occasionally and let others have their 
say too!
– ACQUARIUS: You’ve been doing a 
lot of wishful thinking lately and while 
that may not be a bad thing in itself 
you must watch it does not get out of 
hand. What is happening now is more 
important than what might happen 
one day in the future.
– PISCES: A message you receive 
from afar will cheer you up no end 
this weekend but you may also need 
to read between the lines to get the full 
story. 
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Netball: Australian team 
allowed to choose their 

own kit

Mick Schumacher joins 
Mercedes as F1 reserve 

driver

MELBOURNE: New uniform guide-
lines for players and umpires are be-
ing introduced by Netball Australia 
designed to give more choice and be 
inclusive of religious beliefs. From the 
beginning of 2023 those taking part in 
the sport will be able to choose what 
they want to wear from a range of kit 
options. Among those on offer are a 
dress, singlet, bodysuit, short-sleeve 
or long-sleeve shirt, skirt, shorts and 
long pants. All players will still need 
to wear a bib on top to show what po-
sition they are playing. The change 
comes due to the sport wanting to 
do more to encourage people from 
all backgrounds to take part. Glenn 
Turnor, from Netball Australia said the 
changes had been made by the mem-
ber organisations, their boards and 
their chief executive officer. “Netball 
is ever-evolving, and we need to reflect 
this in all aspects of our game, includ-
ing uniform choices,” Turnor said. 
(Agencies)

BRACKLEY: Mercedes announced 
former Haas driver Mick Schumach-
er, son of seven-times world champion 
Michael, today as their Formula One 
reserve for next season. Schumacher, 
whose Ferrari great father also raced 
for Mercedes from 2010-12, will attend 
every grand prix as back up for sev-
en-times world champion Lewis Hamil-
ton and George Russell. “Mick is a tal-
ented young driver and we’re delighted 
to have him join the team. He is a hard 
worker, has a calm and methodical ap-
proach and is still hungry to learn and 
improve as a driver,” said team boss 
Toto Wolff in a statement. “We also 
know that with two years of experience 
racing in Formula One under his belt, he 
will be ready to step into the car at short 
notice to replace either Lewis or George, 
should that need arise.” (Agencies)

Serie A ‘warrior’ Sinisa Mihajlovic dies at 53 after leukemia battle

Governor Punjab lays foundation stone of Wrestling Academy & 
Resource Center at UVAS

Mbappe seeks to re-order football’s hierarchy in World Cup final

ROME: Sinisa Mihajlovic died at the 
age of 53 on Friday after leukemia 
finally got the better of a charis-
matic and controversial figure who 
was one of the most recognisable 
players from the golden age of Se-
rie A. Serb Mihajlovic, a powerful 
defender and mecurial set-piece 
taker, passed away in Rome after 
spending most of his adult life in 
Italy, where he was revered for his 
play and reviled for his friendship 
with notorious Serbian nationalist 
paramilitary warlord Arkan. His 
wife Arianna and their five children 
deplored the “unjust and premature 
death” of Mihajlovic who played for 

numerous clubs in Italy and com-
peted in the 1998 World Cup and 
2000 European Championships for 
the former Yugoslavia. He later be-
came a coach, largely in Serie A and 
most recently with Bologna, where 
he was working when he was di-
agnosed with leukemia just before 

the 2019-20 season. His coaching 
career was less distinguished than 
what he achieved on the field in Se-
rie A, where he won the title with 
both Lazio and Inter Milan and was 
a prominent player when the league 
was considered the world’s stron-
gest. Mihajlovic moved to Roma in 
1992 from Red Star Belgrade, where 
he won the European Cup, but he 
is best known for his time at Lazio. 
He won the Serie A title, two Italian 
Cups and the Cup Winners Cup in 
his six-year spell with Roma’s fierce 
cross-town rivals, and remains a 
hero figure among Lazio support-
ers. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The opening ceremo-
ny of much-awaited national leagues 
of Weightlifting and Wrestling un-
der the auspices of Prime Minister’s 
Youth Programme was held at the 
University of Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences (UVAS), Lahore. Governor 
Punjab, Engr. Baligh ur Rehman was 
the chief guest whereas Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister on Youth 
Affairs, Shaza Fatima Khawaja was 
the Guest of Honour, said a press 
release. Prior to formally announc-

ing opening of National leagues 
of Weightlifting and Wrestling, the 
Chief Guest and the Guest of Hon-
our jointly laid foundation stone of 
state-of-the-art Wrestling Academy 
& Resource Centre. It said the pur-
pose was to build infrastructure in 
the country for inculcating sports 
culture and providing youth with an 
opportunity to indulge in physical 
activities. Speaking on the occasion, 
the Governor said that under this 
programme, sports related initiatives 

have been included for providing 
youth unprecedented opportunities 
of participating in physical sports. 
He said that the Wrestling Academy 
and adjoining swimming pool would 
be of international standard that was 
being funded by the Government of 
Pakistan. SAPM Shaza Fatima Kha-
waja advised youth to work hard for 
betterment of the country and keep 
themselves away from all kinds of bi-
ases whether it is ethnic, religious or 
political.(APP)

DOHA: Kylian Mbappe can on Sun-
day become the youngest player 
to win two World Cups since Pele 
achieved the feat at the age of 21. 
Mbappe, who turns 24 two days after 
the final, is the joint leading scorer 
with five goals at this World Cup and 
the face of football’s new genera-
tion. The last World Cup for Lionel 
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, the 
tournament in Qatar surely marks 
the passing of the baton from the 
two players who have dominated the 
sport for nearly two decades. While 
Messi has one final chance to claim 
an elusive World Cup title, Mbappe 
and France hope to usher in an era of 
dominance for a nation appearing in 
a fourth final in seven attempts. With 
a squad decimated by injuries and 
struggling for form in the run-up, 
there were genuine concerns France 

would suffer the same fate they did 
as holders in 2002 and crash out in 
the group stage. France may not 
have set the world alight en route to 
the final, but they have been masters 
of the key moments -- demonstrat-
ing a ruthlessness and killer instinct 

when it matters most. Much of that 
stems from Mbappe, the most feared 
player on the planet, whose goals 
have helped carry France to within 
one win of becoming the first team 
to retain the World Cup since Brazil 
in 1962. (Agencies)

Irving drills game-winner for Nets,  
Celtics and Warriors beaten

Lyon takes three as South Africa bowled out 
for 152 at tea

Canada’s MacNeil betters own 50m backstroke 
short course world record

Griner says intends to play basketball in WNBA 
again following release from Russian Prison

NBA’s Curry relieved to avoid surgery  
on injured shoulder

Alvarez targets star billing for Argentina after 
meteoric rise
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KINSHASA: More than 160 people 
have died in the worst floods to batter 
DR Congo’s capital Kinshasa in years, 
UN officials estimated Friday, citing 
authorities. After an all-night down-
pour on Tuesday, major roads in the 
centre of Kinshasa, a city of about 15 
million people, were submerged for 
hours and a key supply route leading 
to the port of Matadi collapsed. “As of 
16 December, the Congolese authori-
ties reported that at least 169 people 
have died; around 30 were injured 
and receiving treatment in hospitals 
across the city and at least 280 hous-
es were destroyed,” the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Af-

fairs (OCHA) said. The government 
has not announced an increased toll 
since the prime minister’s office pro-
visionally put the figure at 120 dead 
on Tuesday. The Mont-Ngafula and 
Ngaliema districts in the capital’s 
west were hardest hit by the torren-
tial rains, according to OCHA, with 
about 38,000 people affected. A three-
day national mourning period began 
on Wednesday. Located on the Congo 
River, Kinshasa has seen a huge pop-
ulation influx in recent years. Many 
dwellings are shanty houses built on 
flood-prone slopes, and the city suf-
fers from inadequate drainage and 
sewerage. (Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: One of Mexico’s best-
known journalists, who is a prominent 
critic of the country’s president, said 
Friday he had survived an apparent 
assassination attempt. Ciro Gomez 
Leyva is known for his criticism of the 
government led by President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador, who regular-
ly lambasts him at press conferences. 
“At 11:10 pm (0510 GMT Friday) 200 
meters from my house, two people on 
a motorbike shot at me, apparently 
with the clear intention of killing me,” 
Gomez Leyva tweeted. “I was saved 
by the armor plating on my van that 
I was driving and I have informed the 
authorities,” he added, posting imag-

es of bullet holes in his car. Lopez Ob-
rador condemned the attack. “I want 
to send my solidarity, my support for 
Ciro Gomez Leyva,” the president 
said during his daily morning confer-
ence. “He is a leader of public opinion 
and damage to a personality like Ciro 
generates a lot of political instability.”
Lopez Obrador has not been shy 
to criticize the journalist. Only on 
Wednesday he said that listening to 
Gomez Leyva and other journalists 
critical of his administration was 
“dangerous for your health.” “Imag-
ine if you just listen to Ciro... you 
might even get a tumour in your 
brain,” the president said. (Agencies)

HYDERABAD: Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah has said Meh-
ran University of Engineering and 
Technology (MUET) has become a 
role model for higher education in the 
country. Speaking at the 26th annual 
convocation of MUET, during which 
some 987 students received their ac-
ademic degrees, in Jamshoro district 
on Saturday, the CM congratulated 
the passing out graduates as well as 
their teachers and parents. He said, 
after becoming the CM, he set a tar-
get for providing education to the out-

of-school children and to improve the 
quality of schooling as well.
“I dream to see the youth acquiring 
higher education and serving the 
people and this province,” Shah said. 
He added that it was very concerning 
that only a small fraction of the youth 
got the opportunity to acquire tertia-
ry-level education in Pakistan. “It is 
now our collective responsibility to 
prepare our students to play a pivotal 
role in the country’s socio-economic 
development in future times,” he em-
phasized. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali here on 
Saturday urged universities to con-
duct activities for character building 
as teachers are key role models, who 
can influence the attitudes, values 
and behaviours of their students and 
inspire them to be of good character. 
Addressing the 72nd convocation 
of FAST National University as a 
chief guest, the Governor said that 
graduate students should be made 
part of the country’s scientific, en-
gineering and technical workforce, 
which is an important component 

of our development framework. He 
congratulated all the graduates and 
said that youth equipped with mod-
ern education should have the vision 
and technical skills to provide relief 
to the people of backward areas of 
the province. Haji Ghulam Ali dis-
tributed degrees among 116 students 
of MPhil and PhD in Electrical En-
gineering and Computer Sciences. 
He urged the students to utilize their 
skills with dedication and honesty 
in their respective fields so that the 
goal of a prosperous society would 
be achieved. (APP)

8
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Sunday 18 December 2022

Khyber Prints
- Instant Digital Printing Solutions -

First Floor, Town Heights, Old Bara Road, 
University Town - Peshawar

 Cell/Whatsapp: 0309-0055000  
E-mail: khyberprints@gmail.com

This Newspaper has been  
digitally printed at

CLASSIFIED

Temperature rising on Soyuz, crew not in danger

French artist publishes every Google search she ever did

MOSCOW: The temperature in the 
Soyuz capsule docked with the In-
ternational Space Station has risen 
but the crew was not in danger, the 
Russian space agency said on Friday. 
On Thursday, Russia’s space agency 
Roscosmos and the US space agency 
NASA said a coolant leak had been 
detected on the Soyuz MS-22 space-
craft. The leak forced the last-minute 
cancellation of a spacewalk by two 
Russian cosmonauts on Wednesday. 
Roscosmos said that a number of 
tests had been conducted on Soyuz 
on Friday, and the temperature in 

the capsule increased to 30 degrees 
Celsius (86 degrees Fahrenheit). 
“This is a slight change in tempera-
ture,” the space agency said in a 
statement. The development was for 
now “not critical” for the operation 
of the equipment and the comfort of 

the crew, Roscosmos said. The cool-
ant leak could potentially affect a 
return flight to Earth by three crew 
members. Sergei Krikalev, a former 
cosmonaut who heads the crewed 
space flight programme for Roscos-
mos, said the leak may have been 
caused by a tiny meteorite striking 
Soyuz. Space has been a rare avenue 
of cooperation between Moscow and 
Washington since the start of Mos-
cow’s intervention in Ukraine in Feb-
ruary and ensuing Western sanctions 
on Russia that shredded ties between 
the two countries. (Agencies)

PARIS: When French artist Alber-
tine Meunier discovered in 2006 that 
Google was storing her entire search 
history, she decided to retaliate in a 
unique and “very boring” way: pub-
lishing it all in a book. “At that time, it 
was difficult to access your own data, 
so I had to copy and paste incessant-
ly,” Meunier told AFP in her small 
gallery in central Paris. Sixteen years 
later, things have changed and any-
one can use Google’s TakeOut service 

to download their entire browsing 
history, which is stored on its serv-
ers, though it can take hours or even 
days to download it all. Meunier has 
already published three volumes of 
her Google searches, and has recently 
opened an exhibition in Paris in which 
she has papered the walls of her gal-
lery with those searches. A digital art-
ist and pioneer of using NFTs (digital 
certificates, often linked to online art), 
she is aware that the searches make 

for dull reading. “It’s very, very bor-
ing,” she said. “Mainly because ev-
eryone’s life is pretty boring.” But the 
project aims to draw attention to the 
vast reams of data being stored about 
each of us on the servers of tech giants 
-- and which they use to make billions 
of Dollars from advertisers. “If every-
one started releasing their data pub-
licly, bit by bit, you could destroy the 
value that those companies are built 
on,” she said. (Agencies)

Anti-corruption prosecutor 
in Guatemala given 4-year 

jail term

Toxic alcohol kills 37 in 
‘dry’ Indian state

Two-month-old baby  
dies in migrant shipwreck 

off Lesbos

Robot plant grows, wilts 
on fate of UN nature talks

Ex-UK PM  
David Cameron to teach 

politics in Abu Dhabi

GUATEMALA CITY: A Guatema-
lan court handed down a four-year 
jail term to a senior anti-corruption 
prosecutor in what critics assailed as 
a blatant effort to undermine a fight 
against corruption. The sentence 
against Virginia Laparra, who has 
been imprisoned for 10 months al-
ready, was announced by Judge Oly 
Gonzalez after an unusually speedy 
18-day trial that was largely confined 
to testimony from police, government 
functionaries and a judge once inves-
tigated for corruption. Gonzalez said 
Laparra was convicted for “abuse of 
authority” and given a commutable 
term of four years, which, under 
Guatemalan law, means she could 
pay a fine and see her term reduced. 
Laparra wept as she heard the sen-
tence. “This is a legal aberration and 
a terrible precedent,” she said. Am-
nesty International lambasted the 
conviction as a travesty. “This con-
viction is yet another example of the 
criminalization of justice workers in 
Guatemala,” said Erika Guevara Ro-
sas, Americas director for Amnesty 
International. “Virginia Laparra is a 
prisoner of conscience who is paying 
a high price for conducting her work 
as an anti-corruption prosecutor. 
(Agencies)

CHAPRA, India, Dec 17, 2022 (AFP): 
Toxic hooch has killed at least 37 
people in the eastern Indian state 
of Bihar where alcohol is banned, 
officials said Saturday, with uncon-
firmed reports putting the death toll 
at over 60. Selling and consuming 
liquor is banned in several parts of 
India, driving a thriving black mar-
ket for potent backstreet moonshine 
sometimes laced with ethanol that 
kills hundreds every year. Families 
of the victims in the latest tragedy 
said that people from several villages 
drank a locally made tipple known 
as “Mahua” or “Desi Daru” on Mon-
day at a wedding and other events. 
Many then complained of stomach 
pain and vision loss and started vom-
iting. By Thursday more 20 people 
were dead and on Saturday around 
a dozen were in hospital in a critical 
condition. (Agencies)

LESBOS ISLAND: A two-month-old 
baby was recovered dead in the early 
hours of Friday from a migrant wreck-
age off Lesbos, a coroner told AFP on 
Saturday. The baby boy was taken to 
the hospital where he was pronounced 
dead, coroner Theodoros Nousias 
said. The wreckage occurred when 
the plastic dinghy carrying migrants 
of mostly African origin hit rocks on 
the shore in the Fara area, Lesbos 
migrant reception centre sources told 
AFP. During the rescue operation, 34 
men, women and children were recov-
ered alive. Two of them were slightly 

MONTREAL: It’s not always easy to 
make sense of the complex environ-
mental diplomacy taking place at a 
UN summit billed as humanity’s last 
hope to save nature. That’s why a 
scientist and artist have teamed up 
to build a large, data-driven robotic 
plant that withers or flourishes de-
pending on countries’ policy com-
mitments: a tangible demonstration 
of how human actions will impact 
the world’s threatened species. 
Called “ECONARIO,” the 5.5-meter 
(18-foot) tall artwork took a year to 
build from recycled steel and is cur-
rently on display in Montreal Con-
vention Centre, keeping policymak-
ers at the COP15 meeting on their 
toes as they attempt to hammer out 
a deal to protect ecosystems. Its cre-
ator, Dutch artist Thijs Biersteker, 
told AFP the idea behind it is sim-
ple: “If the research does not reach 
us, then how can the research teach 
us?” “Art reflects the time we’re in, 
and it should reflect these important 
issues.”(Agencies)

LONDON: Former UK Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron is set to take up 
a position teaching politics at New 
York University Abu Dhabi in Jan-
uary. The former leader of the Con-
servative Party, who oversaw the 
2016 Brexit referendum, will teach 
a three-week course on “practis-
ing politics and government in the 
age of disruption.” The course will 
be open to all students across the 
university both in Abu Dhabi and 
New York, and is part of a series of 
short courses offered throughout 
the year “by renowned scholars, 
writers, artists, journalists, prac-
titioners and policy analysts.” He 
was also prime minister during the 
Scottish independence referendum 
in 2014, and led the UK’s first coa-
lition administration since Winston 
Churchill during the Second World 
War. Cameron went on to win the 
general election in 2015. The course 
will cover topics including the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, though it is 
unclear if Brexit or Scotland will 
be on the curriculum. It will also 
cover mass global migration. In 
2018, Cameron appeared at the Abu 
Dhabi Ideas Festival, an event run 
by NYUAD, where he called it the 
“number one political issue, year af-
ter year.” A friend told the Financial 
Times: “He led the Tory party for 11 
years and the country for six years 
and will draw on his experience in 
teaching the course about politics 
and government in the age of popu-
lism and disruption.” (Agencies)
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Musk faces backlash as Twitter suspends journalists

Repent Ye: UK studio helps ex-fans of Kanye  
get rid of their tattoos

Flooding kills more than 160 people  
in DR Congo capital: UN

Mexico celebrity journalist survives gun attack

MUET role model for higher education  
in country: Murad Ali Shah

KP Governor urges universities  
to conduct activities for character building

SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter owner 
Elon Musk drew anger and stern 
warnings from the UN and EU on 
Friday after suspending the accounts 
of half a dozen prominent journalists 
-- accusing them of endangering his 
family. Journalists from CNN, the 
New York Times and the Washington 
Post were cut off from the platform 
without warning, provoking the new-
est controversy since Musk took over 
the company on October 27. “News 
about arbitrary suspension of jour-
nalists on Twitter is worrying,” EU 
commissioner Vera Jourova post-

ed on Twitter, warning the influen-
tial platform could face hefty fines 
through European laws. “Elon Musk 
should be aware of that. There are 
red lines. And sanctions, soon,” she 
added. The spokesman for UN chief 
Antonio Guterres called it a “danger-
ous precedent at a time when jour-
nalists all over the world are facing 
censorship, physical threats and 
even worse.” The latest controversy 
began when Musk on Wednesday 
suspended @elonjet, an account 
that tracked flights of his private jet.
(Agencies)

LONDON: Kimberley Westgarth says 
she was so disgusted by Kanye West’s 
recent anti-Semitic comments that 
she is getting rid of her tattoo of him. 
Two years ago, the 24-year-old archi-
tecture student had her upper left arm 
inked with an image of West’s face, 
with tears of blood from his eyes. “I 
loved his music and at the time I did 
like him as a person. I liked what he 
stood for, how he stuck up for the 
bipolar community,” she told AFP. “I 
did idolise him at the time but obvi-

ously people change, so I want him 
off my skin.” West, now known as Ye, 
sparked outrage earlier this month 
by declaring his “love” of Nazis and 
admiration for Adolf Hitler. His ram-
bling, hours-long appearance with 
conspiracy theorist Alex Jones on the 
latter’s Infowars livestream saw him 
kicked off Twitter. It was the latest 
in a series of anti-Semitic comments 
that have seen the troubled one-time 
titan of fashion and music’s commer-
cial relationships crumble. (Agencies)

injured. The Greek coastguard says it 
rescued about 1,500 people in the first 
eight months of the year, compared to 
fewer than 600 over the same period 
last year. Greece, Italy and Spain are 
used by people fleeing Africa and the 

Middle East in search of safety and 
better lives in the European Union. 
The International Organization for Mi-
gration has recorded nearly 2,000 mi-
grants as dead or missing in the Medi-
terranean Sea this year. (Agencies)


