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MOSCOW/KIEV: Washington’s “dan-
gerous and short-sighted policy” has 
put it “on the brink of a direct clash” 
with Moscow, Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said 
on Monday, responding to US State 
Department spokesman Ned Price, 
who blamed Russia last week for mak-
ing relations between the two countries 
“unstable and unpredictable.” Moscow 
has “genuinely strived” to make rela-
tions with the US stable and predict-
able, even as Washington stokes ten-
sions, Zakharova added. “It is the US’ 
desire to maintain American hegemo-
ny at all costs… as well as its arrogant 
unwillingness to engage in a serious di-
alogue on security guarantees” that led 
to the current crisis, the spokeswoman 
said. Russia is calling on the adminis-
tration of US President Joe Biden to 
avoid further escalation, Zakharova 
said, adding that Moscow still wants to 
defuse tensions and is open to talking 
to the US at various levels. After weeks 
of negotiations, European Union ener-
gy ministers on Monday agreed to set 
the price cap on wholesale gas at €180 
per megawatt-hour (MWh), according 
to Reuters, citing representatives of the 
Czech Republic. The report says the 
cap will come into force on February 
15. It will trigger if the Dutch TTF nat-
ural gas futures exceed the limit set for 
three days. A document cited by Reu-
ters showed that the cap will initially 
not apply to over-the-counter trades. 
Three unnamed EU officials told the 
media outlet that Germany, which 
had been skeptical, voted on Monday 
to support the scheme, despite having 
raised concerns about its impact on 

the bloc’s ability to attract gas supplies 
in price-competitive global markets. 
Germany and some other EU mem-
bers reportedly had sought more safe-
guards to ensure that the gas price cap 
mechanism would be suspended if the 
policy has negative consequences. Un-
der the original proposal put forward 
by the European Commission, the gas 
price cap would have been triggered 
when prices on the TTF exchange 
reached €275 ($292) per megawatt 
hour and were €58 higher than the 
LNG reference price for two weeks. 
Any attempts to set a gas price cap 
are “unacceptable,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told journalists on 
Monday, adding that Russia would pro-
vide an appropriate response to such a 
move. His words came as the EU ener-
gy ministers agreed on a gas price ceil-
ing mechanism, according to Reuters. 
“This is a violation of the market price 
discovery process, an infringement 
upon the market process itself,” Peskov 
told journalists, adding that “any refer-
ences to the ceiling cannot be accept-
ed.” Russia would “need time to care-
fully evaluate all pros and cons while 
working on its [response] measures,” 
he noted, adding that a response to the 
oil cap had been “somewhat delayed” 
for similar reasons. The oil price ceiling 
was introduced by the EU, G7 coun-
tries, and Australia earlier this month. 
Russia has so far not officially unveiled 
any measures in response. However, 
Peskov previously said that a relevant 
presidential decree was being final-
ized.  According to the Russian news-
paper Vedomosti, Moscow would ban 
oil sales under contracts that specify 

a price ceiling. Exports would also be 
prohibited to nations that require the 
cap as a condition in their supply deals, 
or if their reference prices are fixed at 
the cap level of $60 per barrel.
Four US-made AGM-88 HARM air-
craft-fired anti-radar missiles have 
been shot down over Russia’s Belgorod 
Region, which shares a border with 
Ukraine, the Russian Defense Ministry 
reported on Monday. It added that Rus-
sian air defenses in the Donetsk and 
Lugansk People’s Republics and the 
Zaporozhye Region also intercepted 
six rockets fired by US-made HIMARS 
launchers and Soviet-designed Uragan 
systems. Thousands of civilian volun-
teers, including children, are to be re-
cruited by Warsaw in a military training 
program during the winter, the Defense 
Ministry has said. Poland wants “to 
train as many people as possible” to be 
prepared for a “crisis,” Defense Minis-
ter Mariusz Blaszczak stated. Around 
4,000 people already went through the 
first phase of the ‘Train with the Army’ 
program, in October and November. 
The Defense Ministry now wants to 
double the number of volunteers and 
teach military skills to up to 8,000 Pol-
ish nationals, it announced on Monday. 
“Our goal is to teach basic skills to as 
many people as possible,” Blaszczak 
said in a televised address to the na-
tion. “These skills will help you if you 
find yourself in a crisis, an extreme sit-
uation.” The skills listed by the ministry 
include using firearms, hand-to-hand 
combat, wilderness survival, proper 
use of a gas mask, and providing first 
aid. Ukrainians are now psychologi-
cally ready to retake the Crimean Pen-

insula from Russia by force, President 
Vladimir Zelensky told French broad-
caster TF1 in an interview on Sunday. 
“The Reconquest” of Crimea has sup-
posedly already started in Ukrainians’ 
heads, the president claimed, hinting 
that he could visit the “de-occupied” 
peninsula as early as 2023. “The op-
eration itself has not started yet,” Zel-
ensky said, when asked about Kiev’s 
plans for Crimea. “When it starts, you 
will definitely hear about it,” he told 
TF1, adding that he personally believes 
“the reconquest of Crimea has started 
in people’s heads, and that’s very im-
portant.” According to Zelensky, it was 
not enough for Kiev to just repeated-
ly state that the peninsula is a part of 
Ukrainian territory. Ukraine should be 
ready to retake it by force, he said, add-
ing that Russia would hardly give up 
on it. The conflict in Ukraine will like-
ly be prolonged because it’s a “global 
war” with too many interests involved 
in it, Pope Francis has warned. Russia 
has been saying that the “proxy war” 
has actually been waged against it in 
the neighboring country by the US 
and NATO. “I don’t see an end [to the 
fighting in Ukraine] in the near future 
because this is a global war. Let’s not 
forget this,” the pontiff said in an inter-
view with Spanish paper ABC on Sun-
day. “There are many hands stirring 
up the war pot,” he said of the conflict, 
in which Russia is fighting Ukraine. 
The US and its allies have pledged to 
support Ukrainian President Vladimir 
Zelensky for “as long as it takes” for 
Russia to lose, while insisting they are 
not a party to the conflict. Germany 
has frozen 5.046 billion euros ($5.3bn) 

in Russian assets as part of the EU’s 
sanctions over the Ukraine war. The 
government in Berlin released the fig-
ure in response to a question by Chris-
tian Gorke, a member of parliament for 
the hardline socialist Die Linke (Left 
Party). The government says 2.217 
billion euros ($2.36bn) of the frozen 
assets are funds that were reported to 
the central bank, the Bundesbank, by 
German banks. In addition, there are 
“moveable assets” worth 1.099 billion 
euros ($1.17bn). The government did 
not give more precise figures.
In an interesting twist to the excruci-
ating task of arming Ukraine against 
Russia, Greece has offered to transfer 
its S-300 surface-to-air missile (SAM) 
system to Kiev/Kyiv – in exchange for 
Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) 
as a replacement. This development 
comes when the Biden administra-
tion is finalizing plans to send a Patri-
ot system to Ukraine after months of 
Ukrainian demands and consterna-
tion in Washington. Interestingly, the 
Greeks want to deploy the Patriot mis-
siles on the island of Crete. This is the 
same island on which a Greek S-300 al-
legedly “locked” Turkish F-16 fighters 
on August 23 this year. Greece needs 
advanced SAM systems in its long-run-
ning tensions with Turkey in the east-
ern Mediterranean over a series of 
territorial and maritime disputes. Mol-
dova’s spy chief said there was a “very 
high” risk of a new Russian offensive 
towards his country’s east next year, 
and that Moscow is still aiming to se-
cure a land corridor through Ukraine 
to the breakaway Moldovan region of 
Transnistria  (Agencies)
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Russia and China will hold joint naval 
drills between December 21-27, Rus-
sia s defence ministry said on Monday. 
The joint naval exercises, which have 
taken place annually since 2012, will 
involve missile and artillery firing in 
the East China Sea, Russia s defence 
ministry said. “The main purpose of 
the exercises is to strengthen naval 
cooperation between Russia and Chi-
na, and maintain peace and stability in 

the Asia-Pacific region.” Since Russia 
invaded Ukraine in February, Moscow 
has sought to increase its political, se-
curity and economic links with Beijing 
and sees China s leader Xi Jinping as 
a key ally in an anti-West alliance. The 
two countries signed a “no limits” stra-
tegic partnership just days before Mos-
cow launched the biggest land invasion 
in Europe since World War Two in Feb-
ruary, but Beijing has since expressed 

concerns over Russia s actions in 
Ukraine. Russia said four of its vessels 
would take part in the drills - including 
the Varyag missile cruiser - while six 
Chinese vessels would take part, along 
with aircraft and helicopters from both 
sides. Russian ships set sail on Mon-
day from the Far Eastern port of Vlad-
ivostok to take part in the week-long 
exercises, which start on Wednesday. 
(Agencies)

VAUGHAN: Five victims and one 
suspect are dead following a shoot-
ing at a condominium in Canada s 
Vaughan city, just north of Toronto, 
the York regional police department 
said. Another victim is hospitalised 
in a serious condition, police said 

in a statement early on Monday. 
The police were called to a residen-
tial building located on Jane Street, 
north of Rutherford Road, on Sun-
day evening for a report of an “ac-
tive male shooter who had shot sev-
eral victims.” The suspect was shot 

after an interaction with police and 
pronounced dead at the scene, ac-
cording to the police. An investiga-
tion is active and ongoing, the police 
said in the statement, adding that 
there was no further threat to public 
safety. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Air pollution wors-
ened in New Delhi on Monday to 
the “very poor” category after a few 
days of clear skies, as lower tem-
peratures and calmer winds trapped 
pollutants. The Indian capital’s 
pollution causes illnesses such as 
asthma and other respiratory prob-

lems every winter as the heavy air 
does not let vehicular emissions, 
construction dust and farm-fire res-
idues disperse easily. The air quality 
in the city of 20 million was “very 
poor” overall and sank to “severe” 
in some areas, according to data 
from the Central Pollution Control 

Board. The air quality index hit 457 
in the Anand Vihar locality - nine 
times the “good” level. The govern-
ment’s System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting and Research 
blamed the foul air on a drop in tem-
peratures and reduced wind speeds.
(Agencies)

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
will meet his Nordic, Baltic and Dutch 
counterparts at the Joint Expedition-
ary Force (JEF) summit in the Lat-
vian capital Riga on Monday, before 
heading to Estonia to meet British 
and NATO troops, the government 
said. The JEF, a British-led group of 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland and Ice-
land, Latvia, Lithuania, the Nether-
lands, Norway and Sweden, will be 
addressed by Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy. At the summit, 
Sunak will call on leaders to sustain 
or increase lethal aid, economic resil-
ience and political backing to Ukraine 
in its resistance against Russia’s inva-
sion, according to a British govern-
ment statement. The prime minister’s 
call comes after the UK announced 
it will supply hundreds of thousands 
of rounds of artillery ammunition to 
Ukraine next year, in a package worth 
250 million pounds ($305 million). 

Sunak will also discuss support to 
Finland and Sweden ahead of them 
joining the NATO security grouping 
and scaling up joint exercises to fur-
ther strengthen the JEF alliance. Af-
ter the JEF summit, Sunak is expect-
ed to meet Latvian Prime Minister 
Krisjanis Karins, before heading to 
Estonia to meet UK and NATO troops 
serving on the military alliance’s 
eastern flank on the Russian border. 
(Agencies)
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31 Thai sailors go missing after vessel sinks: Navy

Head of United Nations World Food Programme 
stepping down

EU parliament clampdown a threat to relations: 
Qatari Diplomat

BANGKOK: At least 31 Thai Navy 
sailors were missing on Monday after 
their vessel sank off the southeastern 
coast of Thailand, a naval spokesper-
son said. he HTMS Sukhothai was pa-
trolling the Gulf of Thailand, roughly 
20 nautical miles from Bang Saphan 
pier in southern Prachuap Khiri Khan, 
when it ran into strong tides and took 
on water late Sunday night. A rescue 
mission was launched after the vessel 
s electronic system was damaged, with 

pictures shared by the navy showing 
the ship dramatically heeling to one 
side. “We are still looking for 31 miss-
ing,” said navy spokesperson Admiral 
Pogkrong Montradpalin, adding that 
the ship sank shortly after midnight. 
“The ship s operating systems stopped 
working, causing the ship to lose con-
trol,” he said earlier Monday morning. 
A statement said 75 of 106 personnel 
on board were pulled from the waters 
in a rescue operation. (Agencies)

NEWYORK: The executive director of 
the United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme, which won the Nobel Peace 
Prize two years ago, says he will step 
down at the end of a six-year term 
heading the world s largest humani-
tarian organization. David Beasley, a 
Republican, served one term as South 
Carolina’s governor from 1995 to 1999. 
In a statement Saturday, Beasley said 
he will exit his role at the conclusion of 
his term in April 2023. “Serving in this 
capacity has been the greatest joy and 
deepest heartache of my life,” Beasley 
said. “Thanks to the generosity of gov-

ernments and individuals, we have fed 
so many millions of people. But the re-
ality is we have not been able to feed 
them all — and the tragedy of extreme 
hunger in a wealthy world persists.” 
Beasley was appointed to the UN post 
in 2017 by then-US President Donald 
Trump, and was recommended for 
the job by Nikki Haley, another former 
South Carolina governor. Haley also 
served as the US ambassador to the 
UN during the Trump administration. 
Beasley succeeded Ertharin Cousin, an 
American lawyer and former US am-
bassador. (Agencies)

DOHA: Qatar on Sunday condemned 
a corruption investigation by Belgium 
and the suspension of the Gulf state s 
access to the EU parliament, saying 
it could “negatively” impact ties and 
natural gas supplies. A statement is-
sued by a Qatari diplomat singled out 
Belgian authorities for criticism and 
insisted that “inaccurate” information 
had been used. Eva Kaili, a Greek MEP, 
is one of four people charged after 
raids that uncovered at least 1.5 mil-

lion euros ($1.6 million) in cash. The 
money was suspected of being linked 
to a Gulf state, and the EU parliament 
last week called for Qatar s access to 
the institution to be suspended. The 
scandal has erupted as many Europe-
an countries look to Qatar for liquefied 
natural gas supplies. It has also been 
a link in contacts with Afghanistan 
and brought thousands of European 
nationals out of the country when the 
Taliban took power.(Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: The Federal Ministry for 
Planning and Development here start-
ed a five days training session on the 
digital census in five districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa including Peshawar. A 
notification to this effect was released 
by the federal ministry to all the deputy 
commissioners concerned of these five 

districts. The official sources said the 
training program will start on Monday 
and continue till December 23. During 
this period training would be provided 
to the officials concerned on the sev-
enth digital population and survey of 
the houses. The trained officials will 
later provide training to the census 

staff in other districts of the province 
who would perform in the field. Ac-
cording to the notification, the funds 
for the training of the staff have been 
transferred to the deputy commission-
ers concerned who have been directed 
to provide complete cooperation in the 
census training procedure.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A delegation of Abbasin 
Column Writers Association led by Zi-
aul Haq Sarhadi on Monday called on 
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ghu-
lam Ali here at the Governor’s House. 
The delegation presented proposals 
to the governor regarding close and 
effective communication between 
the columnists and the government 
and for solution of the problems be-
ing faced by masses. Speaking to the 

delegation, Governor Ghulam Ali 
said that columnists play an import-
ant role in highlighting public opin-
ion and bringing out the problems 
hidden from the government. Opin-
ions and suggestions of columnists 
regarding government performance 
would be given importance, he said 
and assured the delegation that im-
mediate steps would be taken to solve 
the problems being faced by them. 

The delegation welcomed Governor 
Ghulam Ali’s initiative to establish 
effective public relations. The delega-
tion was comprising senior journal-
ist and columnist Amjad Aziz Malik, 
Abed Akhtar Hasan, Saleem Afaqi, 
Waseem Shahid, Roshan Khattak 
Khan, Syed Talha Saeed, Munawer 
Shah Munawer, Waqar Ahmed Awan, 
Saima Mehboob and other prominent 
columnists. (APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: The district’s emer-
gency service Rescue 1122 provid-
ed first medical aid to about 1,133 
patients while tackling a total of 140 
emergencies over the last week. 
According to their spokesman, the 
Rescue 1122, under the leadership 
of District Emergency Officer Engr 
Fasihullah Khan, responded to dif-
ferent kinds of emergencies over the 
week, including 121 medical, seven 

road traffic accidents, eight fire erup-
tions, three fighting or bullet injuries, 
and one recovery-related emergen-
cy. During these emergencies a total 
of 1133 injured were provided with 
first medical aid promptly and subse-
quently shifted them to hospitals. He 
said a total of 1915 calls were received 
by the emergency service, but 1,414 
of them were irrelevant or fake calls, 
he added. During the referral-related 
emergencies over the last week, the 

spokesman said a total of 67 patients 
were or rescued. He said a total of 
64 referral-related emergencies were 
handled, in which 21 patients were 
shifted from one tehsil to another, 
while in 43 emergencies patients were 
shifted from one district to another for 
medical treatment. He said the rescue 
teams were fully equipped with all 
necessary equipment and they had 
been efficiently rendering their ser-
vices during emergencies. (APP)

2 City
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Tuesday 20 December 2022

Training on digital census starts in five KP districts

Delegation of Abbasin Column Writers Association calls on KP Governor

Rescue 1122 tackles 140 emergencies in week

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 231.7 234

China Yuan 32.23 32.48

Japanese Yen 2.17 2.21

Saudi Riyal 64.2 64.8

U.A.E Dirham 67.3 67.9

UK Pound 294 297

Euro 256 258.5

Australian Dollar 153.1 154.35

Canadian Dollar 164.68 166.03

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
150500

Rs. 
137957

Rs. 
131688

Rs. 
112875

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
129100

Rs. 
118341

Rs. 
112963

Rs. 96825

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 12910 Rs. 11834 Rs. 11296 Rs. 9683

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
366000

Rs. 
335498

Rs. 
320250

Rs. 
274500

UET Peshawar, SIMBRI Construction Solutions, 
Lahore Signs Commercial Licensing Agreement

ANP announces candidates for Peshawar
Serena Hotels Buys Pearl Continental Peshawar

LG representatives stage protest against  
non-transfer of funds, powers

Fruits prices beat purchasing power of middle class

Christmas: Gomal University disburses advance 
salaries, pensions to Christian employees

LG representatives stage demo for privileges, funds

Three held during operation against encroachment

Cold and dry weather predicted for most KP

PESHAWAR: UET Peshawar and 
SIMBRI Construction Solutions, La-
hore (SCSL) signed a commercial li-
censing agreement for “SIMBRI Fly-
ash Bricks” a joint applied research 
for the development of sustainable 
construction materials. Dr. Tariq 
Khalil, Manager Office of Research 
Innovation and Commercialization 
(ORIC) UET Peshawar and Mr. Syed 
Salman Al-husainy, Chief Operation 
Officer SCSL signed the agreement 
the other day, witnessed by Prof. Dr. 
Iftikhar Hussain and other senior 
official of UET Peshawar and SCSL. 
Prof. Dr. Iftikhar Hussain, Vice 
Chancellor said that UET Peshawar 
is a leading engineering university of 
the province and is doing significant 
work in the fields of civil engineering 
that leads to environmental friendly 
product development in construction 
industry. He said, UET Peshawar is 
actively involved in bridging univer-
sity with industry through its ORIC 
office. He appreciated the efforts of 

Prof. Dr. Khan Shahzada and his 
team who carried out the research 
for “SIMBRI Flyash Bricks” and Di-
rector ORIC Dr. Nasru Minallah. Mr. 
Syed Salman Al-husainy said SCSL 
believes in bringing corporate cul-
ture in construction industry and 
that is the main purpose of signing 
this agreement with UET Peshawar 
that will bring academia and prac-
titioners at one platform in finding 
research-based solutions to bring 
innovation and sustainability to the 
construction industry. He said, SCSL 
has introduced SIMBRI flyash bricks 
which are sustainable, environment 
friendly and low cost product. Ear-
lier, Prof. Dr. Khan Shahzada gave 
a presentation on the research car-
ried out for “SIMBRI Flyash Bricks 
“and highlighted its significance. He 
explained in detail how UET Pesha-
war is supporting sustainable con-
struction through state-of-the-art re-
search being carried out at the Civil 
Engineering Department. (PR)

PESHAWAR: Awami National Party 
(ANP) has announced the Names 
of candidates for next general elec-
tions 2023 from six Constituencies 
of provincial metropolis. In a state-
ment issued here on Monday, Haji 
Siddique Afridi has been nominated 
as ANP candidate from PK-73 while 
Yasin Khalil would contest from PK-
74, and Arsala Khan Nazim from 
PK-75, Dr Naveedullah from PK-76, 

Abidullah Khan Yousafzai from PK-
77 and Samar Haroon Bilour would 
contest from PK-78. Chairman ANP 
Parliamentary board and Provincial 
President, Aimal Wali Khan has ap-
proved names of the candidates for 
contesting in next elections from Pe-
shawar. The ANP spokesman MPA 
Samar Haroon Bilour would contest 
from PK-78 who won this seat in 
2018 elections. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Serena Hotels has taken 
over the control of Pearl Continental 
(PC) Hotel Peshawar from the Hashoo 
Group. Despite various figures circu-
lating in the media, there has been no 
official confirmation by Serena Hotels 
of the purchase amount. Aga Khan 
Fund for Economic Development’s 
Tourism Promotion Services (TPS), 
the owners and managers of Serena 
Hotels in Pakistan, have made a capital 
injection in the hotel to settle down its 
financial liabilities including payment 
of debts to vendors, and clearance of 
salaries of the staff members. In the 
next phase, the new owners will carry 
out renovation and development of the 
hotel to enhance the standard of ser-
vice quality to its customers. The new 

management also announced that it 
will work with the existing staff mem-
bers. According to sources, Hashoo 
Group had run into financial trouble, 
which badly affected the operations 
of the hotel including the standard 
of services, and the hospitality giant 
decided to sell the hotel. Pearl Conti-
nental Peshawar was established in 
1975 and was last renovated in 1994. 
Located in the strategic location of the 
city, the hotel is located near the Gov-
ernor House, Army House, and the Pe-
shawar High Court, having a capacity 
of 272 elegantly appointed rooms and 
suites along with four banquets, meet-
ing & conference facilities, and three 
food & beverage outlets.
- News Agencis

PESHAWAR: The elected represen-
tatives of local government led by 
Chairman Ittehad Community Noor 
Ghulam Afridi here on Monday 
staged a protest demonstration in 
front of Peshawar Press Club (PPC) 
against non-transfer of funds and 
powers to them by the provincial gov-
ernment. They said that one year of 
local government election has been 
completed on December 19 and they 
staged the protest on this day to mark 
it as a “Dark Day”, adding that the 
provincial government intentionally 
didn’t provide funds and empower 
the LG during the period. They crit-
icized KP Chief Minister Mahmood 
Khan for not honoring his commit-
ment made a month before to em-

power the LG within 15-day and said 
that after passage of a month time pe-
riod, nothing practical was done. The 
participants of the protest were hold-
ing placards inscribed with slogans 
against PTI government and warned 
that the protest would be extended 
to other parts of the province, if their 
demands were not met. The protest 
besides other was attended by Vice 
President Jamate Islami KP, Chair-
men ANP Intizaar Khalil and Wali 
Mohammad, PTI Chairman Ataullah, 
JUI Chairmen Afridi Khan, and Haji 
Mohammad Jameel, Chairmen PPP 
Haji Irshand and Mehmoodul Has-
san alias Wawa Khan, Nasira Ibadat 
Women Wing City, and minorities 
leader Pervaiz Iqbal. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The skyrocketed pric-
es of fruits in Peshawar have gone 
beyond the purchasing power of the 
middle class as ironically the admin-
istration seemed helpless to ensure 
the sale of the fruits, a necessity for 
good health, on prescribed rates. 
According to a market survey, the 
oranges, a favorite fruit in winter 
season, were being sold at Rs 250 to 
Rs 400 per dozen while in some mar-
kets the fruit vendors were charging 
the customers as per their own will. 

The banana, a common fruit of all 
seasons was being sold at Rs 150 to 
Rs 200 while the price of per kilo-
gram Apple was Rs 200 to Rs 300 in 
the market. Abundantly available in 
the market, the price of per kilogram 
guava started from Rs 150 to Rs 200. 
The exorbitant prices of fruits have 
not only worried the middle class 
segment of the society but the shop-
keepers also seemed troubled with 
the shortage of fruit buyers in the 
market.(APP)

D.I.KHAN: The Gomal University 
has disbursed advance salaries and 
pensions to all its Christian employ-
ees and pensioners in connection 
with their upcoming biggest reli-
gious occasions. Director Finance of 
the varsity Iram Gul, following the 
directions of Gomal University Vice 
Chancellor Dr Shakeeb Ullah, issued 
the advance salaries and pensions 
to Christians so that they should not 
have any problem in celebrating their 

religious festival, said a press release 
issued here. The director of finance 
said the vice-chancellor was making 
all-out efforts for resolving the prob-
lems being faced by the employees 
and disbursement of advance salaries 
and pensions to the minority people 
was part of such efforts. The employ-
ees and pensioners belonging to the 
minority community thanked the vice 
chancellor for the advance payment 
of their salaries and pensions.(APP)

PESHAWAR: All Kurram Councilors 
Alliance, District Kurram staged a 
protest demo for provision of uplift 
funds by the provincial government 
on Monday. The protesting council-
ors also demanded the provision of 
privileges and development funds 
with immediate effect. The protesting 
councilors were led by Shah Mohsin 

Shirazi, president of the alliance. Ad-
dressing the protesting councilors, 
he said that they were elected nine 
months, but so far neither any incen-
tive or development fund is provided 
to them. He called for the restoration 
of the privileges and funds of the local 
government representatives with im-
mediate effect.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Capital Metropol-
itan Government here on Monday 
launched a crackdown against en-
croachment in the city and appre-
hended three persons for hampering 
smooth flow of traffic. As per the di-
rectives of Peshawar Director Gener-
al Arshad Ali Zubair, DDR Noorullah 

and Chief Demolishing Inspector Qa-
iserbacha visit Ghanta Ghar, Phandu 
Road, Khushal Bazar and removed 
encroachment from the markets. 
Inspector Qaiser Bacha warned the 
shopkeepers to avoid encroachment 
otherwise strict action would be tak-
en against them.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Monday predicted that mainly cold 
and dry weather is expected in most 
districts of the province, while very 
cold in upper parts and hilly areas 
during the next 24 hours. It said 

that fog is also likely to occur over 
Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, 
Mardan, Swabi and D.I. Khan dis-
tricts, as well as over Peshawar to 
Swabi Motorway during the night 
and morning hours. During the last 
24 hours.(APP)

Free cancer treatment unlikely to be included in 
health card scheme in KP

PESHAWAR: The health department 
is unlikely to merge ‘free cancer treat-
ment project’ with Sehat Card Plus 
programme after lack of interest by the 
pharmaceutical firm supporting the 
scheme. “Novartis Pharmaceuticals has 
been extending financial support to the 
health department for providing free 
medicines to cancer patients at Haya-
tabad Medical Complex (HMC),” offi-
cials said. They said that tree treatment 
programme was stopped in June of the 
current year after expiry of the three-
year Memorandum of Understanding 
with Novartis Pharmaceuticals due to 
which about 4,000 registered patients 
faced problems in continuation of their 

treatment. “The government wants to in-
clude free cancer treatment in the Sehat 
Card Plus (SCP) programme and extend 
it to other hospitals to benefit patients. 
The project is limited to patients visiting 
HMC,” said officials. Pharmaceutical 
firm wants to renew project with same 
terms, conditions. According to them, 
the programme is yet to be made part of 
SCP because Novartis, which is bearing 
90 per cent cost of the treatment, is un-
likely to enter into partnership with gov-
ernment for provision of free medicines 
to patient under its flagship health insur-
ance initiative. Novartis is supporting 
the initiative under its corporate social 
responsibility programme. (Agencies)
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The latest controversy in Pakistan’s energy insecurity saga 
has left the government in a flurry as it jostles to resolve the 
confusion over the country’s petroleum deal with Russia. Giv-
en our dire straits, any good news should be celebrated. If ma-
ture, this procurement could ease a huge chunk of pressure 
off the common man’s pocket but the yearning to paint the 
town red cannot come on the shoulders of speculations alone. 
Contrary to the government’s optimism about its new part-
nership with Russia, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto remains 
convinced that the deal could take months to bear fruit. When 
news about the partnership first surfaced, many were quick 
to express enthusiasm about the possibility of discounted oil 
from heavily-sanctioned Russia. However, the practicalities of 
this deal have not yet been laid out. Unfortunately, importing 
oil isn’t as simple as it seems. The most fundamental question 
is whether Russian oil is even technically suitable to be refined 
by our machinery, which is far more accustomed to process-
ing lighter blends from Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Prelimi-
nary evaluations have revealed that only a small percentage 
of Russian crude is technically appropriate for our refineries. 
Because the majority of Russian crude oils are heavier than 
our imported grades, only one to two cargoes can be import-
ed on a monthly basis, which is not at all enough to meet the 
demands of our energy-starved population. Concerns over 
transportation costs have also been heavily downplayed by 
the government. A substantial chunk of our crude is imported 
from the Middle East, where shipping prices range from $1 
to $1.5 per barrel. Transporting oil from Russia, on the other 
hand, would take significantly longer due to a larger distance 
between the two countries at a much steeper $8 per barrel. 
To put things into perspective, Pakistan pays approximately 
$0.8-$1 million per ship from the Middle East compared to a 
whopping $3-3.5 million per ship from Russia. Then comes 
the biggest roadblock of all: payment mechanisms. Pakistani 
banks are wary of opening Letters of Credit for crude oil from 
Russia over fears of sanctions from the United States. Russian 
businesses are similarly averse to taking payments in US dol-
lars. This leaves the government in a precarious position-with 
no payment schemes or currency swap arrangements in place 
to entertain imports, it would be impossibly difficult to import 
Russian oil with the ease that the government has let on. It 
is quite reasonable that the government is earnestly looking 
to quell public angst over rising energy prices but they must 
refrain from making promises they cannot keep
Courtesy: Daily Times

Pakistan Russia Petroleum deal

Ahead of general elections scheduled 
in January 2024, Bangladesh is experi-
encing surge of political schism and vi-
olence. Led by the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP), around a hundred 
thousand demonstrators in Dhaka on 
December 9 demanded the resigna-
tion of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
and installation of a neutral caretaker 
government for holding free and fair 
elections. Not only did the opposition 
resign from the National Assembly 
but also blamed the Awami League 
(AL) government of cheat, fraud and 
fascist governance during its 15 years 
or so rule. BNP spokesperson Za-
hiruddin Swapan told AFP: “Our main 
demand is Sheikh Hasina resign and 
parliament is dissolved and let a neu-
tral caretaker government step in to 
hold free and fair elections.” Surge of 
violence was witnessed on December 
6 with one person being killed and sev-
eral others injured when police fired 
at BNP demonstrators in Dhaka, aug-
menting anti-government sentiments 
among people. Why is there popular 
resentment against Sheikh Hasina and 
how is the AL regime trying to quell 
anti-government demonstrations? Will 
BNP and other opposition parties give 
a tough time to Sheikh Hasina in 2024 
general elections? The government 
retaliated by arresting BNP activists 
including its secretary general. Pop-
ular demonstrations against Sheikh 
Hasina’s government got an impe-
tus because of increase in fuel prices, 
growing loadshedding and rising cost 

of essential commodities. Furthermore, 
15 western embassies issued a joint 
statement, calling on the Bangladeshi 
government to allow free expression 
and peaceful assembly. Special Rap-
porteur on the Rights to Freedom of 
Peaceful Assembly and Association 
called upon the Bangladeshi authori-
ties to guarantee the right to peaceful 
assembly and refrain from using ex-
cessive force against protestors. Cur-
rent spell of demonstrations against 
the AL government is the largest since 
2009 and reflects a Sheikh Hasina’s 
growing unpopularity who has been in 
power for almost 15 years. Under the 
cover of ostensible economic growth 
and development, the AL government 
is overconfident but is accused by her 
opponents of resorting to worst type 
of fascist methods to crush dissent. 
According to BBC news of December 
11, “Human Rights Watch says it has 
heard evidence of the existence of 
secret detention sites in Bangladesh, 
and has called on the government to 
investigate these allegations and re-
lease anyone still being held at them. 
We have heard they are often under-
ground, with very little natural light. 
Some people have said they can hear 
other people being tortured. It’s very 
disturbing.” BBC further reported that, 
according to Bangladeshi human rights 
groups nearly 600 men have been vic-
tims of ‘enforced disappearances’ by 
the Bangladeshi security forces since 
2009. The UN working group report 
published in August 2022 revealed: 

“There were 72 victims of enforced 
disappearances, who remain missing 
in the country.” With such facts re-
flecting the use of brutal force against 
opponents, the narrative of Sheikh 
Hasina that opposition parties want to 
destabilise Bangladesh by siding with 
terrorist and pro-Pakistan elements 
will not work. For 15 years, AL used 
coercion and fear to silence opposition 
but it seems it cannot tackle the rising 
tide of popular chagrin or use strong 
armed tactics in forthcoming elections. 
AL plans to hold rallies against what 
it terms conspiracies hatched by BNP 
and banned Jamaat-i-Islami to thwart 
economic progress in Bangladesh. 
Threats like repeating the August 15, 
1975 execution of the entire family of 
the then Prime Minister Sheikh Mu-
jubur Rehman means there are ele-
ments in Bangladesh today who want 
to physically annihilate Sheikh Hasina 
so as to totally wipe out the Mujeeb’s 
family legacy. On August 24, 2004 
when BNP was in power, Sheikh Ha-
sina had narrowly escaped a grenade 
attack which killed more than 30 AL 
supporters and leaders. For the 75 
years’ old Sheikh Hasina, it is clear 
that the opposition parties, led by BNP, 
will not give her another chance, and 
their demand for early elections under 
a neutral caretaker government will 
gain momentum if the economic crisis 
— which surged because of the war in 
Ukraine — escalates further, widening 
the gap between the rich and the poor.
- Courtesy: Express Tribune
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What’s behind rising political schism in Bangladesh
— By Dr Moonis Ahmar

Many governments still perceive that 
hosting major sporting contests com-
mands significant international pres-
tige. Yet this view has been tested in 
recent weeks by the challenges facing 
Qatar as hosts of the FIFA World Cup, 
the final of which, between France 
and Argentina, will take place on Sun-
day.
Qatar can rightly take pride in the 
fact that it is the first Arab and Mus-
lim nation to host the tournament and 
that there has been substantial view-
er interest around the world. Take, 
for example, the average audience 
of 36.37 million people in Japan who 
watched their national team’s match 
against Costa Rica on Nov. 27, a figure 
that was 74 percent higher than the 
average group stage audience during 
the 2018 World Cup in Russia. Mean-
while, the match between the US and 
England on Nov. 25 set a record as the 
most-watched men’s football match 
in the US, with a peak audience of 
19.65 million tuning in to watch the 
English-language broadcast. Yet, pos-
itive as all this might be for Qatar and 
world football ruling body FIFA, the 
2022 World Cup also became the lat-
est major sporting event to be beset 
by political controversies and wider 
reputational risks. Despite these chal-
lenges, Qatar has sought to project to 
the world the image of a modernizing, 
economically dynamic state that is 
building on its energy power base. It 
produces 77 million tons of liquefied 
natural gas a year, about a quarter of 

global production, which makes it as 
big a player in this field as the US and 
Australia. Production is forecast to 
increase to 126 million tons a year by 
2026-27.
The challenges Qatar faced over its 
hosting of the World Cup came hot 
on the heels of those that China had 
to contend with when it hosted the 
Winter Olympics this year. Several 
Western countries staged a diplomatic 
boycott of the event in Beijing, includ-
ing the US, the UK and Australia. Qa-
tar and China are by no means unique 
in being confronted with challenges 
when staging major international 
sporting events. The Tokyo Olym-
pics, for example, took place in 2021 
after being postponed for a full year 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Even so, there was a state of emergen-
cy in Tokyo and nine other Japanese 
regions for weeks before the event 
as authorities tried to get the health 
crisis under control. Fans from other 
countries were not allowed to attend. 
The 2016 Olympics offer another 
stark example of potential pitfalls for 
hosts. In 2009, when Rio de Janeiro 
won the right to stage the games, the 
Brazilian economy was booming and 
the country was enjoying significant-
ly enhanced international prestige 
as a leading emerging market within 
the so-called BRICS group of nations, 
alongside Russia, India, China and 
South Africa.
- Courtesy:
Arab News

Why the cost of hosting big sports events is worth it.
— By Andrew Hammond

Exchange rate dilemma
Former finance minister, Miftah 
Ismail said fixing the rupee val-
ue against the dollar is not a 
sane policy because our imports 
are higher than export and will 
further expand the gap. He crit-
icised the fixed exchange policy 
claiming that Dar has stretched 
the period of people’s suffering 
instead of shortening it. Fixing 
the exchange rate will harm the 
economy in the long run.
On the contrary, if the market 

determines the rupee’s value 
to the dollar, it will only have a 
short-term effect as the econo-
my can grow after tackling in-
flation.
However, due to the fixed ex-
change rate policy, three to four 
rates of interchanging dollar 
and rupee are running in Paki-
stan. It has discouraged the for-
mal way of sending remittances 
and encouraged black market-
ing.
Considering the economic situ-

ation in the country, the finance 
minister should revisit his poli-
cy of intervention in the finan-
cial market and let the market 
decide and determine the value 
of the rupee against the dollar.
Also, the finance ministry 
should take pragmatic mea-
sures to discourage black mar-
keting and the hoarding of dol-
lars.

Khalid Awan,
Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

....Only a handful of tech companies 
have the scale to scan, store and ana-
lyze a collection of this magnitude on 
their own. Companies that have sub-
mitted plans to compete for aspects 
of the center’s modernization project 
include Amazon Web Services, Cern-
er Corp. and a host of small AI com-
panies. But no company has been as 
aggressive as Google, whose parent 
company, Alphabet, has previously 
drawn fire for its efforts to gather and 
crunch medical data. In the United 
Kingdom, regulators reprimanded a 
hospital in 2017 for providing data on 
more than 1.6 million patients, with-
out their understanding, to Alphabet’s 
AI unit, DeepMind. In 2019, The Wall 
Street Journal reported that Google 
had a secret deal, dubbed “Project 
Nightingale,” with a Catholic health 
care system that gave it access to data 
on millions of patients in 21 states, also 
without the knowledge of patients or 
doctors. Google responded to the Jour-
nal story in a blog post that stated that 
patient data “cannot and will not be 
combined with any Google consum-
er data.” In a statement, Ted Ladd, a 
Google spokesperson, attributed the 
ethics complaints associated with its 
efforts to work with the repository to 
an “inter-agency issue” and a “per-
sonnel dispute.” “We had hoped to 
enable the JPC to digitize its data and, 
with its permission, develop computer 
models that would enable researchers 
and clinicians to improve diagnosis 
for cancers and other illnesses,” Ladd 
said, noting that all of Google’s health 
care partnerships involve “the strictest 
controls” over data. “Our customers 
own and manage their data, and we 
cannot — and do not — use it for any 
purpose other than explicitly agreed 
upon by the customer,” Ladd said. In 
response to questions from ProPubli-
ca, the JPC said none of its de-identi-
fied data would be shared during its 
modernization process unless it met 

the ethical, regulatory, and legal ap-
provals needed to ensure it was done 
in the right way. “The highest priority 
of the JPC’s digital transformation is 
to ensure that any de-identified digital 
slides are used ethically and in a man-
ner that protects patient privacy and 
military security,” the JPC said. But 
some fear that even these safeguards 
might not be enough. Steven French, 
a DOD cloud computing engineer as-
signed to the project, said he was dis-
mayed by the relentlessness of Goo-
gle’s advocates in the department. Lost 
in all their discussions about the speed, 
scale and cost-saving benefits associat-
ed with working with Google seemed 
to be concerns for the interests of the 
service members whose tissue was 
the subject of all this maneuvering, 
French told ProPublica. “It felt really 
bad to me,” French said. “Like a slow 
crush towards the inevitability of some 
big tech company monetizing it.” The 
JPC certainly does need help from 
tech companies. Underfunded by Con-
gress and long neglected by the Pen-
tagon, it is vulnerable to offers from 
well-funded rescuers. In spite of its 
leaders’ pleas, funding for a full-scale 
modernization project has never mate-
rialized. The pathology center’s aging 
warehouses have been afflicted with 
water leaks and unwelcome intruders: 
a marauding family of raccoons. The 
story of the pathology center’s long, 
contentious battle with Google has 
never been told before. ProPublica’s 
account is based on internal emails, 
presentations and memos, as well as 
interviews with current and former 
DOD officials, some of whom asked 
not to be identified because they were 
not authorized to discuss the matter or 
for fear of retribution.
- Google’s Private Tour
In December 2015, Google began its 
courtship of the JPC with a bold, un-
solicited proposal. The messenger was 
a junior naval officer, Lt. Cmdr. Niels 

Olson. “I’m working with Google on a 
project to apply machine learning to 
medical imaging,” Olson wrote to the 
leaders of the repository. “And it seems 
like we are at the stage where we need 
to figure exactly what JPC has.” A 
United States Naval Academy phys-
ics major and Tulane medical school 
graduate, Olson worked as a clinical 
and anatomical pathology resident at 
the Naval Medical Center in San Di-
ego. With digitized specimen slides 
holding massive amounts of data, pa-
thology seemed ripe for the coming 
AI revolution in medicine, he believed. 
Olson’s own urgency was heightened 
in 2014 when his father was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer. That year, Olson 
teamed up with scientists at Google to 
train software to recognize suspected 
cancer cells. Google supplied exper-
tise including AI scientists and high-
speed, high-resolution scanners. The 
endeavor had cleared all privacy and 
review board hurdles. They were scan-
ning Navy patients’ pathology slides at 
a furious clip, but they needed a larger 
data set to validate their findings. Enter 
the JPC’s archive. Olson learned about 
the center in medical school. In his 
email to its leaders in December 2015, 
Olson attached Google’s eight-page 
proposal. Google offered to start the 
operation by training algorithms with 
already digitized data in the repository. 
And it would do this early work “with 
no exchange of funds.” These types of 
partnerships free the private parties 
from having to undergo a competitive 
bidding process. Google promised to 
do the work in a manner that balanced 
“privacy and ethical considerations.” 
The government, under the proposal, 
would own and control the slides and 
data. Olson typed a warning: “This is 
under a non-disclosure agreement 
with Google, so I need to ask you, do 
please handle this information appro-
priately. The chief concern is keeping 
this out of the press.”

Inside Google’s Quest to Digitize Troops’ Tissue Samples (Part -2) 
— By James Bandler, ProPublica

(......... to be continued)
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FAISALABAD: Muhammad Riaz was 
appointed as Chief Scientist in Oil-
seed department of Ayub Agricultur-
al Research Institute (AARI). Earlier 
Muhammad Riaz had served AARI 
as head of Vegetable Department. He 
took over charge of his office and this 
seat was lying vacant for the last one 
month as his predecessor Muhammad 
Tariq had retired after attaining the age 
of superannuation. Meanwhile, newly 
appointed Chief Scientist Muhammad 
Raiz also presided over the meeting 
of oil-seed scientists here on Mon-
day and said that all necessary steps 
would be taken in addition to utilizing 
available resources for promotion of 

oil-seed crops especially cultivation 
of sunflower during current Rabi sea-
son. He said that AARI had developed 
hybrid varieties of sunflower and its 
pre-basic seed was being supplied to 
Punjab Seed Corporation and other 
private seed companies so that the am-
ple quantity of hybrid seed of sunflow-
er varieties could be provided to the 
farmers. Oil-seed expert Hafiz Saad 
Bin Mustafa briefed the meeting and 
said that Pakistan was importing edi-
ble oil worth Rs. 300 billion per annum 
and this bill could be reduced by pro-
moting oil-seed crops. Principal Scien-
tist Sajida Habib said that Punjab was 
divided into three zones for cultivation 

of sunflower crops. In first phase, the 
farmers of southern Punjab, Dera 
Ghazi Khan, Rajan Pur, Bahawal Pur, 
Rahim Yar Khan, Multan, Vehari, Ba-
hawal Nagar, Muzaffar Garh, Layyah, 
Lodhran, Bhakkar and Khanewal 
should cultivate sunflower crops from 
December 1st to January 31 whereas 
best suitable time was from 1st to 30th 
January for cultivation of sunflower in 
central Punjab including Faisalabad, 
Toba Tek Singh, Chiniot, Mianwali, 
Sargodha, Khushab, Jhang, Sahiwal, 
Okara, Pakpatan, Sialkot, Gujranwa-
la, Lahore, Mandi Bahaud Din, Hafiz 
Abad, Kasur, Sheikhupura and Nan-
kana Sahib. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Eco-friendly stationery 
options have grabbed the attention of 
masses due to their plastic-free, plant-
free, recycled, and sustainable na-
ture. Talking to APP here on Monday, 
the owner of an eco-friendly statio-
nery boutique ‘Warq Station’, Zainab 
Goahar said that environment-friend-
ly stationery has used paper infused 
with seeds, and when the paper is 
sowed in soil, it germinates grow-
ing into a plant. She said the idea is 
not only to save trees but also aid in 
reforestation with the use of cotton 

paper, jute paper, and plant fiber pa-
per. “This idea is the very first of its 
kind in Pakistan that has come up 
with plastic-free, tree-free, and hand-
made products”, she added. Zainab 
said that climate change is a problem 
that is not going away and there has 
never been a more important time to 
collectively become more aware of 
how individuals, corporations, and 
businesses, are affecting the planet. 
She said the eco-friendly stationery 
aims to make healthy choices and 
save the planet. She said eco-friendly 

stationery has a wide scope as various 
products such as business cards, cal-
endars, diaries, planners, bookmarks, 
bags, menu cards, greeting, and wed-
ding cards could be produced at a 
reasonable cost. She underlined that 
her idea was commended in 2020 
after observing the wastage of mar-
riage cards. She said that sustainable 
friendly options were exploited after 
a lot of research and her idea has 
been getting the attention and appre-
ciation of the clients and the public at 
large.(Agencies)
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GB Govt and ETC of HEC formally sign DoU

ANF seizes huge quantities of drugs

Second Int’l Hydropower conference to be 
held on Wednesday PBM to launch nationwide Thalassemia 

Awareness Campaign soon

Railways to restore Fareed Express from Dec 22

Customs seizes foreign currency from two passengers

Commissioner, DC visit industrial estate  
to inspect development work

Eight passengers killed, 17 injured  
in Rojhan buses collision

Solo show on contemporary art concludes

Rehmatullil-Alameen Dastarkhawan set up a 
free medical camp

Ongoing connectivity projects of USF to be 
completed by next June; official

GILGIT: Government of Gilgit-Baltis-
tan and Education Testing Council 
(ETC) of Higher Education Com-
mission have formally signed the 
Document of Understanding (DoU) 
at Higher Education Commission, 
Islamabad. In an official statement, 
Chief Secretary Gilgit Baltistan 
Muhiudeen Wani said that the Gov-
ernment of Gilgit-Baltistan Baltistan 
has availed the standardized testing 
services for conducting the screen-
ing test for pre-selection of suitable 
candidates for recruitment against 
vacant posts of various categories. 

Mr Ahmad Khan, Deputy Secretary 
Implementation and Coordination 
Department GB, Islamabad and Dr 
Shaista Sohail, Executive Direc-
tor HEC have signed the DoU. The 
Chief Secretary Gilgit-Baltistan, Mr. 
Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani expressed 
the hope that ETC-HEC would be 
instrumental for upholding the merit 
and ensuring transparency through 
screening tests for recruitment 
against various post to be filled in 
various departments of Gilgit-Baltis-
tan including police ,revenue ,health 
,education etc. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotic 
Force (ANF) has recovered a huge 
quantity of drugs during a nationwide 
crackdown against smugglers of con-
traband items. According to a spokes-
person of an ANF, the force has recov-
ered 516 grams of ice and 104 grams of 
heroin from the sandal of the accused 
at Islamabad International airport. 
The accused was going to Bahrain. In 
another operation, the ANF seized 704 
grams of hashish from the trolley bag 
of the accused who was going to Qa-
tar. The accused is a resident of Han-
gu. The ANF and ASF recovered 1,200 

narcotic pills from the accused who 
was going to Manchester. At Lahore 
Airport, the ANF and ASF seized over 
one kg of ice from the bag of a wom-
an resident of Narowal who was going 
to Bahrain. The force has recovered 5 
kg of hashish from a woman who was 
going to Karachi from Quetta. While 
in another operation, the force recov-
ered over 97 kg of hashish and 2 kg of 
opium in Quetta. The ANF seized over 
4 kg of hashish and suspicious mate-
rial near Chaman Bypass. Cases have 
been registered against the accused 
under the Anti-Narcotics Act. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The second Interna-
tional Hydropower conference will be 
held here Wednesday on December 21 
to discuss more opportunities to pro-
duce cheap and clean energy from hy-
dro sector and foster renewable ener-
gy resources in mitigating the climate 
change. The Energy Update in col-
laboration with Private Power  Board 
(PPIB) and International Hydropower 
Association (IHA) will organize a day-
long conference to be participated by 
energy expert from within and out-
side the country. Chairman organiz-
ing committee and President National 

Forum for Environment and Health 
(NFEH), M Naeem Qureshi told on 
Monday that the conference would 
discuss the progress achieved in Pa-
kistan and adjoining region in hydro-
power sector so far. He said that the 
recent climate catastrophe flooding in 
Pakistan was a wake-up call for all us 
and the stakeholders to find the sus-
tainable solutions for dams and safe 
drainages, store torrential monsoon 
rains for resourceful irrigation and 
showing high-level of responsibility in
managing release of cross border wa-
ter.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Managing Director, Pa-
kistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM), Amir Fida 
Paracha on Monday said that PBM 
has planned to launch a nationwide 
awareness campaign on prevention 
of Thalassemia among the children 
soon. According to a report, approxi-
mately 100,000 patients are suffering 
from Thalassemia in Pakistan and 
every year 5,000 babies are born with 
this deadly disease. These patients 
need regular blood transfusion and 
iron chelating agent after consultation 
with a qualified Hematologist along 
with regular diagnostic investigations 
on monthly basis which is unafford-
able by the poor families in Pakistan. 
Talking to APP, Amir Fida Paracha 
said, “Thalassemia is a disease which 
can be controlled through educating 
people about its prevention.” He men-
tioned,”The reason of transmission of 
this disease to the next generation is 
basically the marriage of two Thalas-

semic patients which can be avoided 
through spreading awareness.” “Both 
the parents, if are Thalassemic pa-
tients, may not face the severe conse-
quence of this disease but their child 
has to suffer for the rest of his life 
and depend on blood transfusion,” he 
observed. The MD PBM said,”Thal-
assemia awareness campaign will be 
run with the help of the universities.” 
“Higher education institutions are the 
best platforms from where we can 
initiate our campaign by educating 
the young minds and engage them to 
further spread information about the 
causes and prevention measures of 
this disease,” he said. Referring to the 
example of Turkey, the MD PBM said 
that Turkey has controlled over this 
disease through making a separate 
section in marriage certificate for the 
verification of the marrying couple if 
any of them are Thalassemic patient.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railway is 
all set to restore the operation of the 
Fareed Express passenger train from 
Lahore to Karachi to facilitate the pas-
sengers of the area from December 
22. “The train operation is halted due 
to the flash floods washed away the 
tracks at various places in the coun-
try which now have been restored,” 
an official in the Ministry of Railways 
told APP. He said that Minister for 
Railways Khawaja Saad Rafique had 
directed the concerned officials to re-
sume the operation of Fareed Express 
with maximum facilities for the pas-
sengers. The official said that as many 
as 18 coaches would be added to the 
Fareed Express while the train would 
start its journey from Lahore, through 
Pakpatan to Karachi railway station. 
He said that Pakistan Railways had 

started advance booking of Fareed Ex-
press and on the direction of the Min-
ister for Railways, the department had 
taken special care of occupancy, clean-
liness, and punctuality of the trains in 
all stations. The official said the train 
would run under the management of a 
private company Ms. S Jamil & Co and 
the department had allowed the com-
pany to start reservations for the train. 
It is pertinent to mention here that, 
the passengers had also de�manded 
Pakistan Railways authorities of re-
sumption of Fareed Express, the only 
train which runs between Lahore-Ka-
rachi-Lahore via Vehari- Burewala. 
They said that the locals, who wished 
to travel by it to La�hore or Karachi, 
have been facing inconvenience for 
over two months as it is the only train 
on this track. (APP)

KARACHI: Pakistan Customs arrested 
two passengers traveling abroad car-
rying foreign Currency illegally from 
Jinnah International Airport (JIAP). 
According to the spokesman for Cus-
toms on Monday, the Airport Collec-
torate of Customs arrested two pas-
sengers traveling to Bangkok namely 
Muhammad Zubair and Muhammad 
Asif after recovery of 9300 US Dollars, 

217150 Indian Rupees, 445000 Kore-
an, 12000 Philippine Peso, 2610 Thai 
Baht, and 190 Turkish Lira. Further 
investigations were underway. The 
spokesman added that during the last 
15 days the Airport Collectorate had 
arrested four passengers and foiled 
three smuggling bids seizing foreign 
currency worth more than PKR 14.1 
million.(APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Commissioner Baha-
walpur Division Raja Jahangir Anwar 
and Deputy Commissioner Bahawal-
pur Zahid Parvez Waraich on Monday 
visited Industrial Estate Bahawalpur 
and reviewed the ongoing develop-
ment works. The commissioner Baha-
walpur Division directed that accord-
ing to the master plan, the construction 
work of the industrial estate should be 

paced up and provide facilities to the 
investors for the development of the 
industry. He was informed that the 
industrial estate covering an area of 
483.48 acres consists of 274 plots of 
one acre, 48 plots of 0.5 acres and 262 
commercial plots consisting of 4 mar-
las and 4.5 marlas, while the estimated 
cost of the development of industrial 
estate is Rs 9985 million. (APP)

RAJANPUR: At least eight passengers 
were killed and 17 others injured, five 
of them seriously, as two buses collided 
in Shahwali area of Rojhan in the wee 
hours of Monday. Incharge Rescue 1122 
Control Room Rahat told this news 
agency that a Peshawar-bound bus first 

rammed into a tractor trolley and later 
collided with another bus coming from 
Quetta to Rojhan. The cause of the ac-
cident was reported to be overspeeding 
and dense fog. He said t number of the 
wounded passengers sustained multiple 
fractures and head injuries. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A solo show of con-
temporary art paintings by Natasha 
Malik concluded here Monday at 
Khas Art Gallery featuring “The Life 
of an Image” � a multimedia series 
through which Malik explored the 
introspective artistic process, its chal-
lenges, complexities and outcomes. 
The body of work examined the cre-
ative process of art-making and in-
terprets the life of the work once it 
leaves the artist’s studio. The artwork 
exists and interacts within a multi-
tude of systems, which often operate 
entirely independent of the artist, 
each with its own vision and purpose. 
Ultimately, these systems determine 
the life of the work in terms of how it 
is perceived, where it will be viewed 
and by whom, and how it is contex-
tualized. These thematic concerns 
culminate in Artscape, a four-player 

board game the artist has created 
which enables its players to experi-
ence the art world.The four players 
are The Artist, The Gallerist, The Crit-
ic, and The Collector. Playing cards 
guide each player throughout the 
game which consists of discussions, 
making choices, answering riddles, 
and monetary exchanges. Various di-
lemmas are presented to each player 
in the game which impacts his/her 
success and relationship with oth-
er players. The game examines the 
relationship between creative prac-
titioners, art production, and the art 
market. It addresses power structures 
such as Patriarchy and Capitalism, 
specifically drawing attention to eth-
ical art practices. The role of the artist 
as a creative individual contending 
with these power structures is a cen-
tral theme, said the organizers.(APP)

SARGODHA: Rehmatullil Alameen 
Dastarkhawan set up a free medical 
camp at Kolkata house here on Mon-
day. Orthopedic specialist from Chil-
dren’s hospital Faisalabad Dr Saad 
examined the patients and gave free 
Medicines as well. Rehamatullil-Al-
ameen Dastarkhawan was a totally 
self-help-based Dastarkhawan and 
provides lunch to poor and deserv-
ing people on daily basis at three 

points of the city including Rehman 
Plaza, 49 Tail, and Satellite Town 
area. Managers of the system said 
that they were striving hard to serve 
the neediest free of cost by giving 
them lunch, they said, adding that 
they had set up a free medical camp 
for the poor. Rehamatullil-Alameen 
was a free of cost Dastarkhawan that 
works under self-help and publicdo-
nations. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Over seventy connectiv-
ity projects worth Rs 65 billion under 
Universal Service Fund (USF) to con-
nect the far-flung areas would be com-
pleted by June next year. “28 million 
people would get broadband facilities 
after completion of these connectivity 
projects,” an official of the Ministry 
of IT told on Monday. He said, since 
its inception, the USF has awarded 

123 projects worth approximately Rs. 
124.8 billion in subsidy under its flag-
ship programs and empowered more 
than 26 million people living in over 
12,000 mauzas, thereby covering over 
120 districts across Pakistan. The USF 
has also successfully laid more than 
12,000 km of Optical Fiber which has 
connected more than 600 Tehsil Head-
quarters (THQs). (APP)

New year discounts 
attract women buyers

IRSA releases  
70,300 cusecs water

Citizens rush  
to Lunda Bazaars

ISLAMABAD: As the new year is 
knocking on the doors, the dis-
counts being offered by different 
brands in the Federal capital are 
attracting customers especially 
women who were waiting for these 
sales to buy dresses and other ac-
cessories at maximum discounts. 
Different brands are offering 50 to 
70 per cent discounts on this import-
ant event due to which a huge rush 
can be witnessed in markets. Most 
of the women can be witnessed pur-
chasing winter stuff for this season 
as well as keeping good stock for 
next year. Sales always remain a 
big attraction for shopping lovers 
and most of my friends prefer to 
buy stuff during sales to save mon-
ey, Shazia Khatoon, a customer said 
while talking to APP. She said that 
due to the recent inflation, it has be-
come difficult to buy stuff at regular 
prices. She added that such sales 
provide them with an opportunity to 
buy the branded stuff at affordable 
rates. Aslam Khan, a salesman at a 
noted brand store, said that sale on 
such occasions is a perfect time for 
the brand owners to earn good busi-
ness by selling more items. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Monday re-
leased 70,300 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 42,100 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1491.20 feet and was 93.20 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 20,600 cusecs 
while outflow as 36,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Man-
gla Dam was 1120.30 feet, which 
was 70.30 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water was recorded 7,200 
cusecs and 20,000 cusecs respec-
tively. (APP)

SUKKUR: With the advent of winter, a 
large number of citizens are crowding 
Lunda Bazaars to purchase woolies and 
warm secondhand clothes. All kinds of 
wear and accessories including gloves, 
woolen hats, mufflers, pullovers, sweat-
er-shirts and jackets are seen hanging 
in front of shops and stalls situated in 
different localities attracting customers. 
Crowds of people, both poor and middle 
class can be seen bargaining with retail-
ers in markets and weekly bazaars, be-
sides woolies, heaps of quilts, bed cov-
ers, blankets and rugs are up for sale as 
well. Chilly weather especially at night 
last week forced the people to buy win-
ter clothes and other necessary items to 
bear the sudden wave of coldness in the 
town. (APP)

Muhammad Riaz appointed Chief Scientist AARI Oil-seed department

Eco-friendly, plantable stationery options grab public’s attention
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Safety of citizens top 
priority: CTO

Sheesha centre raided, 
three held

Nine development 
schemes approved

FAISALABAD: The safety of citizens 
is the top most priority of the traf-
fic police for which steps were be-
ing taken to control road accidents. 
Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Asif Sid-
diqe said here on Monday that trac-
tor trollies moving on roads without 
proper lights were causing road 
accidents and cases were being reg-
istered against such vehicles under 
section 279. He said that cases were 
being registered under section 188 
against the heavy vehicle entering 
in city limits before 11 p.m. He said 
that tarpaulin had been declared 
mandatory from tractor trollies 
loaded with sand and soil, otherwise 
legal action would be taken against 
violators. He also advised the mo-
torcyclists to wear helmets for their 
safety. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police on Monday 
raided a Sheesha Centre in the 
limits of the Rata Amral area and 
arrested three accused besides re-
covering arms and weapons from 
their possession. The police spokes-
man disclosed that on a tip-off, the 
Rata Amral police carried out an 
operation and arrested three ac-
cused identified as Faraz, Zakir and 
Aqib. The police team recovered 
‘sheeshas’ and other smoking items 
from their possession. It is pertinent 
to mention here that anti-smoking 
drive has been launched in the city 
to ensure implementation of An-
ti-smoking Law, 2002.(APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Provincial Devel-
opment Working Party (PDWP) here 
Monday approved nine developmen-
tal schemes of various sectors with 
an estimated cost of Rs 18,767.338 
million. The schemes were approved 
in the 35th PDWP meeting of current 
fiscal year 2022-23 presided over by 
Chairman of Planning & Develop-
ment Board Abdullah Khan Sum-
bal. The approved developmental 
schemes included Provision of Over-
head Pedestrian Crossing Facilities 
on different locations in Lahore at 
the cost of Rs 872.516 million, Reha-
bilitation and Improvement of Sag-
gian Road, Lahore (Revised) at the 
cost of Rs 5,304.465 million, Widen-
ing/Improvement of Road from Tibbi 
Morh, MM Road to Chorwala Morh, 
Sargodha Road viia village Chor-
wala (Phase I), District Mianwali at 
the cost of Rs 788.999 million, Con-
struction of Road from Lahore Ring 
Road to Kasur Bypass via Ladhekay, 
Rao Khanwala & Gaggar Village, 
Length=47.00 Km, District Lahore 
& Kasur at the cost of Rs 7,285.422 
million, Land Acquisition for Con-
struction of Road from Lahore Ring 
Road to Kasur Bypass via Ladhekay, 
Rao Khanwala & Gaggar Village, 
Length=47.(APP)

Meeting held to solve encroachments & parking issues

PHP performance improved through e-police app

NAPA’s Open House brings students’ performances to the fore

SUKKUR: Administrator Sukkur Ali 
Raza Ansari on Monday said that 
customers must be facilitated during 
peak hours in the main bazaar and a 
strong coordination must be evolved 
between district administration and 
business community to solve the 
problems of parking and encroach-

ment. He stated this while chairing 
a meeting with business community. 
The meeting was attended by Mu-
nicipal Commissioner Sukkur Mu-
hammad Ali Shaikh, Assistant Com-
missioner Sukkur city Majid Mako, 
President Anjuman Tajran and the 
members, Incharge Traffic Police and 

other relevant officers. Meeting was 
informed that a comprehensive park-
ing plan has been chalked out that 
includes, one-way traffic, one-sided 
parking, removal of encroachments 
etc. All measures would be taken in 
collaboration with business commu-
nity of the city.(APP)

SARGODHA: Punjab Highway Patrol 
police performance gained strength 
after the introduction of e-police ap-
p,said SP patrolling Police,Sargodha 
Region, Kosar Perveen here on Mon-
day. While talking to APP,she said the 
PHP police was striving hard to kill 

crime across the district. The revolu-
tionary step of introducing the e-po-
lice app had been introduced aimed 
to redress public-related complaints at 
their doorsteps. She said that she had 
issued directives to shift in charges 
to check maximum vehicles daily 

through this app. She highlighted that 
3668 vehicles and 19987 people were 
checked through the app during the 
last five days,while PHP Police busted 
7 Proclaimed offenders, 24 Court ab-
sconders, and 18 vehicles were recov-
ered from vehicle thieves.(APP)

KARACHI: The National academy of 
Performing Arts (NAPA) on Monday 
organized an open house event to 
bring forth a string of performances 
by its students and alumni in Kara-
chi. The event featured live music, 
dramatic readings, a play and dance 
performances here at late Sunday 
night. The celebrated music maestro 
and senior faculty at NAPA, Ustad 
Salamat Hussain, mesmerized the 

audience with some of his most fa-
mous pieces on the flute. Another 
anticipated performance was that of 
Ahsan Bari, a NAPA alum who is the 
Music Director of an internationally 
acclaimed ensemble act, Sounds of 
Kolachi. The Fusion Girl Band cov-
ered the popular song, Bella Ciao 
using various instruments like the 
cello and guitar. The live music per-
formances were followed by a Sufi 

dance performance that left the audi-
ences enthralled. First Year Theater 
Arts students presented a satirical 
play titled, “Shohron Ka Madrisa”. 
The event was attended by a number 
of people including Chairman NAPA 
board of Directors, Syed Jawaid Iqbal 
and other Board Members including 
Senator (Retd) Javed Jabbar, Tariq 
Kirmani, Anwar Rammal, Shahrukh 
Hassan and Fawzia Naqvi. (APP)

Marriyum Aurangzeb condoles demise of 
Firdous Ashiq’s mother

President for further cementing Pak-Italy ties

People with disabilities assured of equal 
opportunity

Sustainable peace in province vital for prosperous 
Pakistan, PBF Balochistan chairman

Muslim Hands ED briefs NDMA chair  
on project progress in Balochistan

SNGPL disconnects over 15 gas connections 
for illegal compressors use

Solid waste burning, heavy construction work 
mars capital’s air quality

ADCG appointed as focal person  
for Ehsaas Ration Raiyat programme

Police launch operations in various areas

Efforts to control TB in Balochistan reviewed

CDNS obtains Rs 700 billion through fresh 
bonds by Dec 10

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Monday expressed 
grief and sorrow over the demise 
of former Information Minister Dr 
Firdous Ashiq Awan’s mother. In a 
condolence message, she sympa-

thized with Dr Firdous and termed 
her mother’s death a great tragedy 
for the bereaved family. She prayed 
to Allah Almighty to rest the depart-
ed soul in eternal peace and grant 
courage to the bereaved family to 
bear this loss with fortitude.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Monday stressed bilateral rela-
tionship with Italy in the fields of de-
fence, agriculture, animal husband-
ry and information technology. He 
made these remarks while talking 
to Pakistan’s Ambassador-desig-
nate to Italy, Ali Javed, here at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr. During the meeting, 
the president appreciated the idea of 
establishing manufacturing units by 
Pakistani diasporas in the industri-
al-free zone of Italy for manufactur-
ing and exporting Pakistani goods 
and products in Italy and rest of 
the Europe. He said the avenues for 
exports of human intellect, knowl-
edge and skills online to Italy by our 
IT professionals and related fields 
needed to be explored. This way, 
he said, the human resource would 
be retained in Pakistan whereas 
their skills and knowledge could be 
shared. He said the country needed a 

skilled workforce for industrial, ag-
ricultural and manufacturing devel-
opment. The president said that the 
Ambassador and the entire ancillary 
staff in Italy should focus their ener-
gy on resolving the issues and prob-
lems faced by the Pakistani diaspo-
ras in Italy and provide them with 
the necessary support, and coun-
selling services online and at their 
doorsteps. The president advised 
the ambassador-designate to keep 
close linkages with the Chambers of 
Commerce in Pakistan and major in-
dustrial and manufacturing entities 
of Pakistan and explore the possibil-
ity of joint ventures with the Italian 
counterparts. He said that Italian in-
vestors must be encouraged to shift 
their industrial units to Pakistan and 
benefit from the cost-effective la-
bour, availability of raw materials, 
and investment-friendly policies in 
our country.(APP)

SUKKUR: Ex-Mayor Sukkur, Barris-
ter Arslan Sheikh said on Monday 
that the Sindh Government was ful-
ly aware of the needs of people with 
disabilities and taking all possible 
measures to provide them equal op-
portunities. While talking to a group 

of persons with disabilities at his res-
idence here, he said in near future, 
the government will launch new pro-
grammes for them. He further delib-
erated that “discrimination against 
any category of person with disbail-
ity was not our policy”. (APP)

QUETTA: Chairman of Pakistan Busi-
nesses Forum Balochistan Chapter, 
Daroo Khan Achakzai on Monday 
said the province had a high concen-
tration of natural resources, includ-
ing oil, coal, gold, copper and gas 
reserves, and it provided a vital link 
to connect the country with Central 
Asian Republics and a number of 
other countries in the Indian Ocean 
for trade and economic activities. 
Addressing members of the Chaman 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(CCCI), he said, “Because of our own 
weaknesses and mistakes, we have 
yet not been able to fully exploit this 
potential”. He said that General Syed 
Asim Munir since assuming the office 
of Chief of Army Staff, had been vis-
iting important places, which indicat-
ed his priorities and efforts to uphold 
peace and security in the country. 
“During a visit to Quetta and Turbat, 
the army chief vowed that every ef-
fort would be made for security and 

safety of the people of Balochistan 
ensuring peaceful environment for 
its socio-economic development”, he 
added. “Given its geo-strategic and 
geo-economic importance, Pakistan’s 
prosperous future is linked with Ba-
lochistan”. He further said the launch 
of CPEC had provided an opportunity 
to move in that direction, but still a lot 
more needed to be done to bring into 
use the province’s immense treasures 
in the form of natural resources. “We 
have no doubt in saying that hostile 
elements were still operating in the 
province and they must be chased out 
of the land, and apprehended at the 
earliest. “Sustainable peace will only 
come in the province by resolving 
long standing issues and grievances 
of the Baloch people. A serious effort 
needs to be made on part of Federal 
government, so that our people could 
not be further exploited by the ene-
mies of Pakistan”, Achakzai stated. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Executive Director 
Muslim Hands, Pakistan Syed Javid 
Gillani called on the Chairman of the 
National Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA), Lieutenant General 
Inam Haider Malik here on Monday 
and apprised him about the progress 
of the construction of climate-friendly 
houses in areas of Mastung and Ja-
farabad, Balochistan. He also invited 
Chairman NDMA to inaugurate the 
newly built houses upon completion 
in January 2023 and briefed him on 
the working scope of his organization 
in the country, a news release said. 
Chairman NDMA acknowledged 

the relief efforts by Muslim Hands 
during Floods 2022 and its active 
participation in the ongoing rehabil-
itation phase. He emphasized laying 
out a comprehensive humanitarian 
response model for donors and in-
ternational as well as local non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs) for 
well-coordinated and tangible out-
comes of the relief and rehabilitation 
process. He highlighted the upcom-
ing NDMA’s public declaration to in-
dicate the contours of the future Di-
sasters Management Plan in Pakistan 
after consultation with all key stake-
holders. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Task Force of 
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limit-
ed (SNGPL) on Monday launched a 
crackdown against users of illegal com-
pressors in the Islamabad Region, who 
were involved in depriving other con-
sumers of gas in the peak winter sea-
son and putting people’s lives at risk. 
During the operation, SNGPL inspec-
tion teams visited different localities 
including Bhara Kahu, Taxila, Margalla 
Valley and Koth Hathia and disconnect-
ed more than 15 connections after they 
found the users involved in illegal ac-
tivity of compressor installation. “The 
operation will continue unabated till 

bringing the illegal activity to a com-
plete end,” spokesman for the SNGPL 
Islamabad Region Shahid Akram told 
APP. He said it was unfair that some 
elements deprived other consumers 
of smooth supply of gas by installing 
electronic/sucking devices to manage 
better pressure for themselves. He said 
the SNGPL vigilance teams and special 
task force were busy in conducting a 
detailed survey of all sectors, societies 
and other localities, within the Islam-
abad region including capital territory, 
Murree, Kahuta , Attock, Fateh Jang 
and Taxilla to take legal action against 
compressor users. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The air quality of the 
Federal capital on Monday was re-
corded as very unhealthy as the fine 
particulate matter, the most haz-
ardous ambient pollutant was pre-
vailing at a very large scale due to 
increased dust, solid waste burning 
and massive roadside construction. 
The federal capital at the moment 
is facing risks of smog due to ris-

ing pollution amid prolonged dry 
weather and massive traffic conges-
tion due to mega road infrastructure 
projects underway in the East and 
South of the capital. Smog is a ma-
jor risk in cities across the country 
with massive farmland having stub-
ble burning, brick kilns, swathes 
of vehicular fleets emitting dark 
smoke. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner General (ADCG) 
Faisal Sultan has been appointed as 
district focal person for Ehsaas Ra-
tion Raiyat Programme. A spokes-
man for the local administration 
said here on Monday the ADCG 
would ensure coordination among 

various departments in addition to 
monitor implementation on Ehsaas 
Ration Raiyat Programme in its true 
spirit. The focal person could be 
contacted through telephone num-
ber 041-9200230and email faisal-
sultan12345@gmail.com, he added. 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police conducted 
search and combing operations in 
different areas here on Monday. 
The police spokesman said that the 
search operation was carried out on 
the direction of City Police Officer(C-
PO) Syed Shahzad Nadeem Bukhari 
to maintain law and order situation. 
These operations were conducted in 
different areas of Saddar Abrroni, 
Ganjmandi, Bani, and Sadiqabad. He 
informed that a heavy police contin-

gent, Elite Force, Special Branch per-
sonnel and Ladies police along with 
officials conducted search opera-
tions. A total of 116 houses, collected 
data of 48 tenants, 25 shops and 393 
suspects were questioned during the 
operation. According to spokesman, 
the search operations to net crimi-
nals and proclaimed offenders were 
regularly being conducted under Na-
tional Action Plan in different areas 
of the district. (APP)

QUETTA: Under the auspices of 
the Provincial TB Control Program 
Balochistan, a review meeting for 
TB disease was held at the Institute 
of Public Health Quetta. The meet-
ing was presided over by Provincial 
Manager Dr Asif Shahwani while 
Program Manager Dr Irfan Raisani, 
Deputy Manager Dr Ababgar Ba-
loch, and TB consultant Dr Sher Af-
gan Raisani also participated in the 
meeting. In the meeting, the situa-
tion of the entire province regarding 
the diagnosis of TB disease was re-
viewed. Addressing the meeting, Dr 
Asif Shahwani said that all the dis-
trict coordinators should conduct an 
awareness campaign regarding the 
diagnosis of the disease. He said that 

this year the target was 13,000 which 
has been achieved while the new tar-
get for 2026 is 15,677 for which PPHI 
and DHO office should conduct an 
awareness campaign to control this 
disease. He noted that ten gene ex-
pert machines had been received in 
Balochistan. “Global Fund, WHO, 
MERCY-CORPS, SPO, Green Star, 
PPHI and other partner organiza-
tions are assisting government to 
prevent TB,” he informed. Dr Shah-
wani said that the performance of 
Jhal Magsi, Pashin, Quetta, Zhob, 
Qila Saifullah, Nushki, Jafarabad, 
Sibi, Loralai and Lasbela districts 
had been better while the rest of the 
districts need to improve their per-
formance.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Central Direc-
torate of National Savings (CDNS) 
on Monday obtained the target of 
issuing Rs 700 billion fresh bonds in 
the current fiscal year 2022-23 from 
July 01 to December 10, 2022. The 
CDNS has set a reviewed saving tar-
get of Rs 1.3 trillion for the current 
financial year (2022-23) which will 
promote the savings culture in the 
country, the senior official of CDNS 
told APP. In view of the current mar-
ket trend in the country, the ambi-
tious target has been set to further 
improve the savings culture, he said. 
Replying to a question, he said the 

CDNS surpassed its annual target in 
the previous fiscal year 2021-22 and 
set a historic record of Rs 1,250 bil-
lion in savings till June 30, 2022. For 
the first time in its history, CDNS 
crossed Rs 1,000 billion in fresh 
deposits and achieved the target of 
Rs 1,250 billion by June 30, 2022. 
He said the CDNS had attained the 
target of issuing Rs 1,250 billion in 
fresh bonds from July 1, 2021 to 
June 30, 2022. It had set an annual 
gross receipt target of Rs 980 billion 
from July 1 to June 30 of the previ-
ous fiscal year 2020-21 to promote 
savings in the country. (APP)
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Iran mulling joint car production with Russia – ambassador

US prosecutors investigating Democrats over FTX donations – NYT

Soaring energy prices cost EU $1 trillion – Bloomberg

Covid takes toll on China’s aluminum imports – Reuters

India to remain biggest buyer of Russian oil – Reuters

Virgin Atlantic’s investment to boost Pakistan’s economy: Senator

Malaysia’s air passenger traffic to grow by maximum  
52 pct on year in 2023

Taiwan probes TikTok unit for ‘illegal operations’

Tehran is exploring the possibili-
ty of undertaking joint automobile 
production with Moscow, Irani-
an Ambassador to Russia Kazem 
Jalali has revealed. Speaking to re-
porters on Wednesday, he said that 
the sides were discussing the issue 
and expressed hope that the plans 
would be realized. Jalali noted that 
the two major Iranian automakers, 
Iran Khodro and SAIPA, both of 
which participated in an auto parts 
exhibition in Moscow this past sum-
mer, have also held talks with Rus-

sian partners. In late November, 
the head of the Iranian association 
of auto parts manufacturers, Mo-
hammadreza Najafi-Manesh, an-
nounced that Moscow and Tehran 
had signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding for Iranian car exports 
to Russia valued at $300 million. He 
said that Iran Khodro, the largest 
carmaker in the Middle East, is eye-
ing the Russian market following 
the exodus of European, American, 
and Japanese brands. According to 
data from Russia’s Autostat agency, 

there were 10,400 Iran Khodro cars 
in Russia as of July 2022, which are 
represented by the Samand model 
(a Class C sedan), a car based on 
the Peugeot 405. Despite being un-
der Western sanctions for decades, 
Iran has managed to develop its 
own automotive industry that caters 
to domestic demand. The country 
was also forced to cut reliance on 
foreign car imports after parts and 
supplies were stopped when the US 
reimposed sanctions on the Islamic 
Republic in 2018. (Agencies)

Prosecutors in New York are seek-
ing information from Democrat pol-
iticians and organizations on dona-
tions from disgraced crypto tycoon 
Sam Bankman-Fried, the New York 
Times reported on Saturday. Before 
he was arrested and charged with 
fraud, Bankman-Fried donated over 
$70 million to Democratic causes 
The son of two long-time liberal 
activists, Bankman-Fried donated 
more than $70 million to Democratic 
campaigns and organizations in the 

last 18 months, a figure surpassed 
only by liberal megadonor George 
Soros. After his crypto exchange 
– FTX – filed for bankruptcy in No-
vember, it emerged that the company 
had been funneling customer money 
to his other trading firm, Alameda 
Research.  While Bankman-Fried 
has since been arrested and charged 
with fraud, money laundering, and 
violations of campaign finance laws, 
the politicians who benefited from 
his largesse have until now avoid-

ed legal scrutiny. However, a law 
firm representing the party’s official 
campaign arms and its largest super 
PACs, as well as individual lawmak-
ers like new House Speaker Hakeem 
Jeffries, recently received an email 
from prosecutors in New York, the 
newspaper reported. The prosecu-
tors reportedly sought information 
on donations from Bankman-Fried 
and his colleagues and companies, 
the Times added, citing anonymous 
sources. (Agencies)

EU member states have spent rough-
ly a trillion dollars (€940 billion) in 
the face of the bloc’s worst energy 
crisis in decades, Bloomberg is re-
porting on Sunday, citing calcula-
tions based on market data. Soaring 
energy prices have sent its econo-
mies plunging into recession as most 
member states opted to stop im-
porting gas from Russia, facing the 
necessity to turn to more expensive 
supplies. The agency highlighted 
that the total estimated losses marks 

just the beginning of a full-scale 
crisis, as a period of high prices for 
energy could last years, while aid is 
already becoming unaffordable. The 
security of energy supply is expected 
to remain an issue beyond next win-

ter after the filled gas storage facil-
ities across the region are emptied. 
The nations of the EU will have to 
refill their gas reserves for the next 
cold season with no deliveries from 
Russia, which also heats up competi-
tion for tankers. Even with more im-
port terminals for liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) coming online, the crisis 
will reportedly loosen its grip only in 
2026, when additional production ca-
pacity from the US or Qatar becomes 
available. (Agencies)

China’s aluminum imports saw a 
drastic decline of 35.7% in November 
versus the same period a year ago, 
Reuters reported on Sunday, citing 
data from the General Administration 
of Customs. The decline is reported-
ly attributable to mounting domestic 
supply along with stagnating demand 
for the light metal amid Covid-relat-
ed restrictions. The nation brought in 
255,744 tons, including primary metal 

and unwrought, alloyed aluminum. 
Total imports in the first 11 months 
of the current year were 2.13 million 
tons, down 28.2% from the same peri-
od a year ago. Meanwhile, imports of 
bauxite, the main source of aluminum 
ore, came in at 11.79 million tons in 
November, up 31.3% from October’s 
8.98 million tons and up 53.6% from 
7.7 million tons in November 2022. 
The latest November output numbers 

demonstrated a ninth consecutive in-
crease to 3.41 million tons as Chinese 
smelters boosted production follow-
ing an easing of power restrictions 
on industrial users this year. China, 
the world’s top aluminum produc-
er, manufactured 36.77 million tons 
in the first 11 months of the current 
year, marking a 3.9% surge compared 
to the corresponding period in 2021. 
(Agencies)

India is expected to remain the top 
importer of Russian Urals crude oil 
in December for the second consec-
utive month, Reuters reported on 
Saturday, citing Refinitiv data and 
traders. In November, the populous 
nation accounted for about 53% of 
the total tanker shipments of the 
grade, marking an all-time high. In-
dia’s share of Russian crude exports 
and volumes purchased will increase 

month-on-month, despite a shorter 
loading plan for Russia’s western 
ports, traders told the news agency. 
In December, market participants 
expect India’s share to top 70% of to-
tal loadings. According to four mar-
ket sources cited by the media outlet, 
India, the second-biggest consumer 
of oil in Asia, has been purchasing 
Urals crude at bigger discounts this 
month. It has paid well below the $60 

per barrel price limit for Russian sea-
borne oil set by the EU, G7 nations 
and Australia earlier this month. The 
number of countries buying Russian 
Urals crude – one of the most pop-
ular grades as a result of the short 
trading cycle, cheap shipping and 
attractive refinery yields – is forecast 
to fall to just four, according to data 
from Refinitiv Eikon cited by Reu-
ters. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Senate 
Committee on Aviation, Faisal Sal-
eem Rahman on Monday said that 
Virgin Atlantic’s, a British airline, 
investment in Pakistan’s aviation 
industry would boost the country’s 
economy. “Virgin Atlantic plays an 
important role in Pakistan’s aviation 
industry, connecting the country’s 
businessmen to global markets”, 
he said while addressing an event 

to mark the second anniversary of 
its operations in Pakistan. Senator 
Faisal said that Pakistan’s business 
class, students and tourists were 
benefiting from Virgin Atlantic’s 
travel facilities. He said, “I would 
say that Virgin Atlantic has played 
a very important role in the econ-
omy of Pakistan. Our best wishes 
are with them on their second an-
niversary”. Senator Ayaz, on the 

occasion, said that Virgin Airline 
was one of the major airlines of the 
world, which was providing excel-
lent services in Pakistan as well. In 
his message on the occasion, Alex 
McEwan, Virgin Atlantic’s Country 
Manager, South Asia said, “In these 
two years the airline provided travel 
facilities to 330,000 passengers, and 
and has lifted 13 million kg of car-
go”. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Avi-
ation Commission (MAVCOM) said 
Monday that it expects Malaysia’s air 
passenger traffic in 2023 to increase 
by between 40 percent and 52 per-
cent year on year, which is translated 
into between 74.6 million and 80.8 
million passengers. MAVCOM said 
in its industry report that it expects 
the international passenger traffic 
to experience significant recovery, 

with routes to key markets gradually 
being restored beginning the fourth 
quarter of 2022. According to the 
commission, the growth in 2023 will 
be driven by the gradual restoration 
of key markets, with local carriers, 
including Malaysia Airlines, AirAsia, 
AirAsia X, and Batik Air, having made 
plans to restore capacity and increase 
frequency in their flights to popular 
destinations such as China’s Hong 

Kong Special Administrative Region 
(HKSAR), Japan, Australia, and the 
Middle East. With more seats sched-
uled for the fourth quarter of 2022, 
the total air passenger traffic for Ma-
laysia this year is now estimated to 
slightly outperform MAVCOM’s best-
case scenario forecast -- surging 380 
percent to 400 percent year on year 
to between 53 million and 55 million 
passengers. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: Taiwan has launched a probe 
into an allegedly illegal subsidiary set 
up by TikTok on the island as it warned 
the Chinese-owned social media app 
was a security risk. The Mainland Af-
fairs Council (MAC), Taiwan’s top Chi-
na policy-making body, said the cabinet 
had requested a multi-agency investiga-
tion during a meeting on security issues 

posed by TikTok earlier this month. 
The “illegal operations” case was also 
forwarded to prosecutors for investi-
gation after a local company allegedly 
engaged in business activities in Tai-
wan on behalf of ByteDance, TikTok’s 
Chinese parent firm, MAC said without 
elaborating. “In recent years, China has 
used TikTok and other short videos to 

conduct cognitive operations to infil-
trate other countries,” MAC said in a 
statement issued late Sunday. “There is 
also a high risk of users’ personal infor-
mation being collected for the Chinese 
government.” China’s authoritarian 
Communist Party claims democratic 
and self-ruled Taiwan, and has vowed 
to one day seize it. (Agencies)

Global recession risks rising – economists

Musk asks Twitter users to decide his fate

Rising prices sap Brits’ spending power, poll finds

Egypt discovers large gas field  
in Mediterranean, minister says

Tractors’ sale drops 52% in 5 months

IMF approves 3-bln-USD loan to Egypt

The central banks’ aggressive fight 
with price pressures by raising interest 
rates could plunge the global economy 
into recession, Bloomberg reported on 
Friday, citing economists. The experts 
pointed out that after they increased 
rates by half a percentage point, the 
heads of the US Federal Reserve, the 
European Central Bank (ECB) and the 
Bank of England (BoE) all signaled 
the need for further increases, even as 
they acknowledged that their econo-
mies were weakening. The mounting 
risk is that an even greater tightening 
of monetary policy on top of the big-
gest squeeze in four decades, which 
will undermine demand and hiring so 
much that it will force the world econ-

omy to slump next year, Bloomberg 
wrote. “We’re just on the edge of a 
global recession,” the head of global 
economics research at Bank of Amer-
ica, Ethan Harris, told the outlet. The 
fastest inflation rate in over 40 years 
has reportedly altered what econo-
mists call the “reaction function” of 
policymakers, including Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell. “Normally, they’d be 
expected to ease credit as economies 
crumbled to limit damage to house-
holds and corporations,” the report 
notes. Now, while the price growth is 
well above the central bankers’ 2% tar-
gets, they are moving in the opposite 
direction, even in the face of economic 
contractions. (Agencies)

Elon Musk launched a poll on Sun-
day asking Twitter users whether they 
want him to resign as the platform’s 
CEO. He also urged voters to exercise 
caution, as they could end up getting 
what they want. “Should I step down 
as head of Twitter? I will abide by the 
results of this poll,” he tweeted. At time 
of writing, with two hours left to clo-
sure, 57% have said yes, and 43% no. 
Over 15 million votes have been cast 
in the poll. Musk did not offer any de-
tails on when he would resign or who 
might take his place. However, in a fol-
low-up post, he indicated that he was 
serious about the potential change. 
“As the saying goes, be careful what 
you wish, as you might get it.”  He also 
said, “no one wants the job who can 
actually keep Twitter alive. There is 
no successor.” In recent weeks, after 

completing a $44 billion deal to ac-
quire the social media company, Musk 
has frequently asked Twitter users to 
vote on a range of issues, including 
lifting the ban on former US President 
Donald Trump’s account, as well as 
unblocking a number of high-profile 
journalists who allegedly violated the 
platform’s ‘doxing’ policies by sharing 
data on Musk’s location. In both cases, 
users voted to remove the bans, and 
Musk followed through. (Agencies)

Consumer confidence in the UK has 
remained at its lowest level in almost 
fifty years for eight months now, as 
households across the country grap-
ple with the cost-of-living crisis, data 
shared on Friday by research group 
GfK shows. The monthly consumer 
confidence index rose to -42 in De-
cember from -44 last month and a 
record low of -49 recorded in Sep-
tember. The index, which dates back 
to 1974, reflects how people view 
their personal finances and wider 
economic outlook and it had never 
fallen below -40 until this May. The 
survey was conducted at the begin-
ning of the month and 2,000 people 

were polled. Although the index 
gained two points, the results of the 
study illustrate that concerns about 
the economic future remain acute. 
More consumers are saying they 
face financial difficulties due to ris-
ing prices and expect their situation 
to worsen over the next year. “Real 
wages are falling as inflation contin-
ues to bite hard, further straining the 
discretionary budget of many house-
holds as we enter the last few shop-
ping days before Christmas,” client 
strategy director at GfK Joe Staton 
said, adding that there will be no “re-
bound in confidence anytime soon.” 
(Agencies)

CAIRO: Egypt has discovered a large 
gas field in the Nargis block in the 
eastern Mediterranean, Petroleum 
Minister Tarek El Molla said on 
Thursday. Evaluation is still ongoing 
to determine the field s reserves, he 
said in a briefing to a parliamenta-
ry committee. Nargis is one of four 
offshore exploration blocks in which 
Chevron (CVX.N) holds operating 
interests in Egypt along with Tharwa 
Petroleum Co, according to Chevron 

s website. The Middle East Economic 
Survey reported this month that the 
size of the new well was 3.5 trillion 
cubic feet of gas. Egyptian officials 
have declined to confirm details of 
the find. The find could provide a 
boost to Egypt s efforts to position 
itself as an energy hub in the eastern 
Mediterranean following the 2015 
announcement of the discovery by 
Eni (ENI.MI) of the giant Zohr gas 
field. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The sale of tractors 
in the country dropped from 22,003 
units during July-November (2021-
22) to 10,498 units during the corre-
sponding period of current fiscal year, 
showing a decrease of 52 percent. On 
yearly basis the sale of tractors also 
plunged by 73 percent from 4,617 
units in November 2021 to 1,240 
units in same month of current year, 
according to latest data released by 
Pakistan Automotive Manufacturing 
Association (PAMA). Similarly, sale 
of trucks and buses also posted a de-
cline of 39 percent as it fell to 1,661 
units during first five months of pre-
vious fiscal year from 2,727 units sold 

during same period of current fiscal 
year. On yearly basis, some 342 units 
of trucks and buses were sold during 
the month of November 2022 com-
pared to the sale of 532 units during 
the corresponding month of previous 
year, thus showing a decrease of 35.7 
percent. Sale of jeeps and pick-ups 
also dropped from 18,332 units in 
first five months of the previous year 
to 11,314 units during same period of 
current fiscal year. On yearly basis, 
the sale of jeeps and pick-ups wit-
nessed a decrease of 12.3 percent as 
it fell from 3,363 units in November 
2021 to 2,947 units in same month of 
current fiscal year. (Agencies)

CAIRO:  The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said on Friday that its ex-
ecutive board had approved a loan to 
Egypt of about 3 billion U.S. dollars 
over 46 months. The decision enables 
an immediate disbursement of about 
347 million dollars to Egypt, “which 
will help meet the balance of pay-
ments need and provide support to the 
budget,” the IMF said in a statement, 
adding the loan package is expected to 
encourage Egypt’s international and 
regional partners to provide an extra 
14 billion dollars to finance the most 

populous Arab country. According 
to the IMF, the financial support was 
granted in exchange for an economic 
reform program from the Egyptian 
government, which it hopes can pave 
the way for “sustainable, inclusive 
and private-sector-led growth.” The 
U.S.-based finance institution has also 
asked Egypt to make “a permanent 
shift to a flexible exchange rate re-
gime,” ensure the “downward trajecto-
ry in public-debt-to-GDP,” reduce “the 
state footprint,” “facilitate private-sec-
tor-led growth” and more. (Agencies)
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DOHA: More than 1.4 million fans 
from across the globe have visited 
Qatar for the FIFA World Cup 2022. 
With Argentina and France gearing 
up for the final at Lusail Stadium 
this evening, tournament organisers 
announced that cumulative atten-
dance is set to reach 3.4 million, 
meaning an average attendance of 
53,000 fans per match and over-
all capacity in excess of 96%. Fans 
in Qatar have revelled in the com-
pact nature of the event with many 
thousands attending more than one 
match per day – the first time this 
has been possible in the modern 
history of the tournament. All eight 
of Qatar’s state-of-the-art stadiums 
are located within an hour’s jour-

ney time of central Doha and easi-
ly accessible by metro, bus and taxi 
services. Between matches, fans 
were enthusiastic to attend a host 
of entertainment events, including 
the FIFA Fan Festival, Corniche Ac-
tivation and many others. More than 
530,000 people attended the enter-
tainment events daily throughout 
the tournament. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: World No 1 Carlos Al-
caraz is confident he will be ready 
to compete at his best level at next 
month’s Australian Open, despite 
an abdominal injury that shortened 
his pre-season training block. The 
19-year-old Spaniard recovered 
from a muscle tear in his left abdo-
men that ruled him out of the ATP 
finals and Davis Cup finals at the 
end of his last campaign and only 
started practising fully a week ago. 
Two defeats to Andrey Rublev and 
Casper Ruud at the Mubadala World 
Tennis Championship in Abu Dhabi 
this weekend helped Alcaraz dip his 
toes back into action and he believes 
he has enough time to train and find 
his game before the first Grand Slam 

of 2023 comes along on Jan 16. “I 
would say the key is to practise a lot, 
spend a lot of hours on court. With 
that, you’re going to reach your best 
level and be ready for the season,” 
the reigning US Open champion told 
reporters in the UAE capital. “I have 
one month before the Australian 
Open, so I have time to keep training, 
trying to reach my level and I would 
say I will be ready and 100% heading 
into Australia.” The Spanish teenag-
er, who is the youngest world No 1 
in ATP history, will not contest any 
official tournaments prior to the Aus-
tralian Open, but will participate in 
an exhibition at the Kooyong Lawn 
Tennis Club in Melbourne between 
Jan 10 and 12. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Rehan Ahmed broke the 
third Test open with a three-wicket 
burst before tea. Held back until the 
fourth hour of the third day by Ben 
Stokes, Ahmed broke a determined 
fourth-wicket partnership by having 
Babar Azam caught at midwicket, 
then dismissed Mohammad Rizwan 
and Saud Shakeel in quick succes-
sion to leave Pakistan wobbling at six 
wickets down. Jack Leach had struck 
three times in six balls in the morning 
session and after Babar and Shakeel 
had put on 110 together, both reach-
ing half-centuries in the process, 
Ahmed had a similar impact on the 
game. He took 3 for 19 in a five-over 
spell before the interval and will have 
the opportunity to run through the 
lower order in the evening session. 
Babar and Shakeel had combined for 

a fourth-wicket stand worth 110, bat-
ting with control and patience for an 
hour either side of the lunch interval. 
Ben Stokes, who had not bowled a 
ball since the final session of the first 
Test in Rawalpindi, found a hint of re-
verse-swing as he grimaced through 
an eight-over spell but toiled without 
success. It was the introduction of 
Ahmed, more than three hours into 
the day’s play, that changed the game. 
He rushed through his first over and 
when he was punched through cover 
by Babar in his second, he dragged 
his next ball down. Babar - who had 
earlier reached 50 thanks to four 
overthrows - rocked back and pulled 
firmly, but somehow picked out Ollie 
Pope at short midwicket, who could 
scarcely believe his luck as he took a 
sharp chance. (Agencies)

The Las Vegas Raiders blew a 
14-point lead on Sunday then ral-
lied for a stunning victory over the 
New England Patriots on an absurd 
final play. They scored a controver-
sial touchdown along the way. But 
first things first — that wild walk-off 
finish. With 3 seconds remaining in 
regulation of a game tied 24-24, the 
Patriots had the ball at their own 
44-yard line. Mac Jones handed off 
to Rhamondre Stevenson with New 
England apparently willing to set-
tle for overtime. But they didn’t get 
there. Stevenson ran through the 
Raiders’ defense inside the Las Ve-
gas 35-yard line. He then lateraled 
to receiver Jakobi Meyers, who ran 
back toward midfield and launched 
the ball toward the 50-yard line. 
Chandler Jones was the only play-
er near the ball when it landed. 
The only problem? He plays for Las 
Vegas. The Raiders defensive end 
caught the ball near midfield, turned 
around and planted Mac Jones to 
the turf, then ran untouched to the 

end zone for a game-winning touch-
down as time expired. Meyers told 
reporters after the game that the 
plan before the play wasn’t to lateral 
the ball and that he didn’t see Chan-
dler Jones when he tried to throw it 
back to his quarterback. “No. I was 
trying to do too much,” he said. “Try-
ing to be the hero, I guess. I ain’t see 
the dude back there, tried to throw 
the ball. I was just doing too much, 
should have just went down.” Head 
coach Bill Belichick simply summed 
the play up as a mistake. “Obviously 
we made a mistake,” Belichick told 
reporters. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Football Australia 
boss James Johnson vowed tough 
sanctions today after a goalkeeper 
was attacked during an A-League 
match, but insisted the sport was 
safe and there were no concerns 
about co-hosting the women’s 
World Cup next year. The derby 
game between Melbourne Victo-
ry and Melbourne City was aban-
doned yesterday evening after 
chaotic scenes in which 150 fans 
stormed the pitch at the city’s AAMI 

Park stadium. City goalkeeper Tom 
Glover was smashed in the head 
with a metal bucket full of sand 
which left him with a concussion 
and a bloody gash that required 
stitches. Match referee Alex King 
was also hurt in the melee, as was a 
television cameraman who was hit 
by a flare. “I’m horrified, I’m irri-
tated, I’m angry with the scenes we 
witnessed at AAMI Park last night,” 
Johnson said at a press conference. 
(Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: There is no need to rush 
things and anyone who tries to get 
you moving faster must be resisted. 
Quality work will count for more than 
quantity work this week, so keep your 
standards high even if it takes a while 
to get a project finished.
– TAURUS: Life is too short to waste 
time worrying about who is out to 
get you. The message of the stars as 
the week begins is that you must ap-
proach each and every person in your 
life, loved ones and strangers alike, as 
if they are your very best friend.
– GEMINI: A colleague may try to 
take advantage of you today but even 
if they succeed it won’t cost you much 
in terms of time or money, so don’t 
make a big deal of it. You can afford 
to give a little bit away now – but only 
a little!
– CANCER: Think before you speak 
today and if the words you are in-
clined to use are hurtful then maybe 
don’t say them at all. You don’t have 
to speak up – in fact this could be one 
of those occasions when the less you 
say the more others agree with you.
– LEO: There is a danger that you will 
go over the top in some way over the 
next few days and if you do the con-
sequences probably won’t be to your 
liking. You have nothing to prove, to 
others or to yourself, so keep a low 

profile for a bit.
– VIRGO: You seem to believe that 
you have missed out on something 
good but what occurs over the next 
24 hours will make you glad you had 
no part to play in certain people’s fun 
and games. The long-term costs of 
their actions could be more than they 
expected.
– LIBRA: If you encounter stiff op-
position to what you are intending 
to do then just ignore it. No one, be 
they friend or foe, has the power to 
prevent you from following your cho-
sen course, so get on with it and prove 
your many doubters wrong.
– SCORPIO: Your social life is good 
and about to get even better but you 
need to keep sight of the fact that you 
have responsibilities to take care of. 
Get your work done as early as possi-
ble every day this week and then have 
fun in the evenings.
– SAGITTARIUS: Your powers of 
persuasion are high at the moment 
but be careful how you use them. It 
may be amusing getting others to do 
things for you that they would not do 
for anyone else but they won’t be hap-
py if they end up looking silly.
– CAPRICORN: You are sure to get 
excited about what’s going on in your 
world today, and you have every right 
to believe that the good times have 
finally arrived, but don’t get carried 
away. Show some empathy too – not 
everyone can be a winner like you.
– ACQUARIUS: You are sure to get 
excited about what’s going on in your 
world today, and you have every right 
to believe that the good times have 
finally arrived, but don’t get carried 
away. Show some empathy too – not 
everyone can be a winner like you.
– PISCES: Before you go pointing the 
finger at those who have clearly made 
some serious mistakes try looking in 
the mirror and recognizing that you 
are far from blameless. Make sure 
you know your own failings inside 
out before accusing others of stupid-
ity. 
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4th Shuhada Police 
shooting competition 

starts

NFL results, Standings

ISLAMABAD: A three-day National 
Shuhada Shooting Competition, an 
initiative of National Police Bureau 
(NPB), started here on Monday. An 
inaugural ceremony was held in Po-
lice Lines Headquarters Islamabad. 
Dr Najaf Quli Mirza, Director General 
NPB was the chief guest of the event 
while CPO headquarters, Islamabad 
Malik Awais Ahmad, CPO Safe City 
Rommel Akram, officers from NPB, 
Punjab, FC, Sindh and GB Police also 
participated in the event. Shooters of 
10 teams from all over the country, 
including Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), were 
set to blow away their targets in the 
competition organized to improve 
skills of the participants. Prominent 
among the competitors were police-
women competing with handguns on 
the range. The closing session will be 
held on Dec 22 where winners will be 
given awards. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Results and stand-
ings on Sunday in the National Foot-
ball League: Philadelphia 25 Chicago 
20 Atlanta 18 New Orleans 21 Detroit 
20 New York Jets 17 Pittsburgh 24 
Carolina 16 Dallas 34 Jacksonville 
40 (OT) Kansas City 30 Houston 24 
(OT) Arizona 15 Denver 24 New En-
gland 24 Las Vegas 30 Tennessee 14 
Los Angeles Chargers 17 Cincinnati 
34 Tampa Bay 23 New York Giants 20 
Washington 12 Played Saturday Indi-
anapolis 36 Minnesota 39 (OT) Balti-
more 3 Cleveland 13 Miami 29 Buffalo 
32 Played Thursday San Francisco 21 
Seattle 13 Playing Monday Los Ange-
les Rams at Green Bay Standings (w l 
t pct pf pa) American Football Confer-
ence East x-Buffalo 11 3 0 .786 385 250 
Miami 8 6 0 .571 345 344 New England 
7 7 0 .500 300 269 N.Y. Jets 7 7 0 .500 
281 263 North Cincinnati 10 4 0 .714 
369 288 Baltimore 9 5 0 .643 304 263 
Cleveland 6 8 0 .(Agencies)

Man United owners hold talks with potential  
Saudi and Qatari investors – media

No ‘evolving away’ for Venus after getting Australian Open wildcard

Magic get the better of Celtics again, Nets rally to beat Pistons

Qatar hands over hosting ball of WC 2026 to representatives  
of Canada, Mexico, USA

Manchester United’s part owner 
Avram Glazer has opened discussions 
with potential Qatari and Saudi Arabi-
an investors while attending the FIFA 
World Cup, according to a report by 
The Athletic. The Glazer family, who 
remain deeply unpopular figures at 
Old Trafford due to their handling of 
the world famous football club, re-
vealed in November that they were 
looking to “explore strategic alter-
natives” for the club which could in-
clude partial investment or a full sale 
of the club. It was reported that they 
are seeking what would be a world re-
cord figure of between £6 billion and 

£7 billion ($7.3bn to $8.5bn) if they 
are to agree to a wholesale change of 
ownership. The Glazers have retained 
the services of US investment firm The 
Raine Group to act as their exclusive 
financial adviser throughout the pro-
cess, the same organization that over-
saw the sale of rival team Chelsea by 

Roman Abramovich to a consortium 
fronted by US businessman Todd 
Boehly earlier this year. The exact na-
ture of the reported discussions with 
figures from Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
remains unclear, reports The Athletic, 
but it has previously been speculated 
that the Qatar Investment Authority, 
the Gulf state’s sovereign investment 
fund, was seeking to purchase a top 
European football club. However, it re-
mains to be seen if the government of 
Qatar would be prepared to pay such 
a large fee when cheaper investment 
opportunities may be available within 
European football. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Seven-time Grand 
Slam champion Venus Williams will 
play her 22nd Australian Open af-
ter being awarded a wildcard to the 
2023 event next month. The 42-year-
old American, twice a finalist at Mel-
bourne Park, is ranked outside the 
top 1,000 and has not played a com-
petitive match since being dumped 
out of the US Open in the first round 
by unseeded Belgian Alison Van Uy-
tvanck. “I’ve been competing in the 

country for over 20 years now and 
the Australian community has al-
ways supported me wholeheartedly,” 
Williams said in a statement on Mon-

day. “It will be an honour to play for 
the fans again and I’m looking for-
ward to making more memories at 
the tournament this year.” Williams 
has lost her last six matches on the 
WTA Tour since reaching the second 
round at Wimbledon. Her 23-time 
Grand Slam title-winning sister Ser-
ena Williams announced she would 
“evolve away” from tennis following 
the last US Open, where she bowed 
out in the third round. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: NBA top draft pick 
Paolo Banchero scored 31 points to 
lead surging Orlando to a 95-92 vic-
tory in Boston on Sunday, the Mag-
ic’s second win over the Celtics in 
three days. Banchero, who scored 22 
points in the first half, connected on 
six of his seven three-point attempts. 
The Magic, whose slow season start 
included a nine-game losing streak, 
have now won six straight. Their sec-
ond consecutive win in Boston meant 

the Celtics, who fell to 22-9, slipped 
a hair behind the 21-8 Milwaukee 
Bucks atop the Eastern Conference. 
Elsewhere there were big wins for 
the Brooklyn Nets and Golden State 
Warriors -- thanks to big nights from 
Kevin Durant and Jordan Poole. Du-
rant scored 43 points and the Nets 
erased a 17-point halftime deficit 
to beat the Pistons 124-121 in De-
troit while Poole scored 43 for the 
reigning champion Warriors in a 

126-110 victory in Toronto. In Bos-
ton, the Celtics were without their 
leading scorer, Jayson Tatum, who 
missed the game for personal rea-
sons. Jaylen Brown led Boston with 
24 points, Marcus Smart added 15 
and Grant Williams chipped in 14. 
After struggling to find shots in the 
first half, the Celtics put together a 
16-6 scoring run in the third and took 
a 71-68 lead into the fourth quarter.
(Agencies)

DOHA: President of Qatari Olympic 
Committee Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad 
Al Thani has officially handed over 
the hosting ball of the Football World 
Cup (WC) 2026 version to represen-
tatives of Canada, Mexico and USA, 
the co-hosts of the forthcoming event. 
In a special ceremony following the 

final match of FIFA Qatar wold cup 
2022 in Doha on Sunday, December 
18, 2022, attended by FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino, Sheikh Joaan Al 
Thani transfered the symbolic host 
to each of Omar Alghabra, Minister 
of Transport of Canada, Yon De Lui-
sa, President of the Mexican Football 

Federation and Linda Thomas-Green-
field, US permanent ambassador to 
the UN. For his part, Sheikh Joaan Al 
Thani expressed pride of the success 
of his country in holding the just-con-
cluded version of the world cup, wish-
ing the 2026 three-nation hosts every 
success. (Agencies)

Qatar hosts over 1.4 million visitors during 
World Cup

Alcaraz confident of hitting top form  
for Australian Open

Rehan Ahmed shines as he breaks third test 
open with three-wicket burst

Raiders stun New England after ridiculous 
Patriots mistake on frantic final play

Women’s World Cup ‘will be safe’ despite fan violence
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In September, it was reported that the 
government of the Netherlands was 
preparing to issue an official apolo-
gy for the European nation’s key role 
in slave trade history. In addition, 
the Dutch government was said to 
launch a 200-million-euro fund for 
projects aimed at raising the public’s 
awareness of the legacy of slavery. 
On Monday, the Netherlands is ex-
pected to issue an official apology for 
the Dutch nation’s key role in slave 
trade in the past, becoming the first 
European country to apologize for-
mally for its role in the dark history 
of trading enslaved people. The apol-
ogy is expected to be made by the 
country’s Prime Minister Mark Rutte 

during a speech in The Hague. Apart 
from that, the PM is reportedly set to 
launch a 200-million-euro fund (about 
$213 million) aimed at education peo-
ple about the legacy of slavery. Last 
week, Rutte said that the fund was 
not intended for reparation, adding 
that the move, which he described as 
an “important moment”, would not be 
the “end point” of the Dutch govern-
ment’s efforts to settle the country’s 
colonial past. Critics, according to 
local media reports, view the Dutch 
government’s unprecedented move 
as coming too late, arguing that apol-
ogizing for salve trade would not ad-
dress institutional racism in the coun-
try. (Agencies)

A new deal to protect nature has been 
agreed at the UN biodiversity sum-
mit, COP 15. The “historic” plan will 
put 30% of the planet under protec-
tion by the end of the decade. There 
will also be targets for safeguarding 
vital ecosystems such as rainforests 
and wetlands. The agreement was 
finalised in the early hours of Mon-
day in Montreal, Canada. Maintain-
ing, enhancing and restoring eco-
systems, including halting species 
extinction and maintaining genetic 
diversity of populations of wild ani-
mals. “Sustainable use” of biodiversi-
ty - essentially ensuring that species 
and habitats can provide the services 
they provide for humanity, such as 
food and clean water, without being 
destroyed. Ensuring that the benefits 
of resources from nature, like med-
icines that come from plants, are 

shared fairly and equally and that in-
digenous peoples’ rights are protect-
ed. Paying for and putting resourc-
es into biodiversity: Ensuring that 
money and conservation efforts get 
to where they are needed, particu-
larly the poorest and most biodiverse 
countries. The summit in Montreal 
had been regarded as a “last chance” 
to put nature on a path to recovery. 
Throughout the talks there was di-
vision over the strength of ambition 
and how to finance the plans. One 
big sticking point was over how to 
fund conservation efforts in the parts 
of the globe that harbour some of 
the world’s most outstanding biodi-
versity. Biodiversity refers to all the 
Earth’s living things and the way 
they are connected in a complex 
web of life that sustains the planet. 
(Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australia’s top diplomat 
will visit China on Tuesday, the first 
such trip by an Australian foreign 
minister in four years and a sign of 
further thawing ties. Canberra said 
Penny Wong will visit Beijing to mark 
the 50th anniversary of diplomatic re-
lations and meet Chinese state coun-
cilor and minister of foreign affairs, 
Wang Yi. “Australia seeks a stable 
relationship with China; we will coop-
erate where we can, disagree where 
we must, and engage in the national 
interest,” Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese said announcing the visit. The 
last official visit to Beijing by an Aus-
tralian foreign minister was in 2018. 
Since then, once-excellent relations 
have nosedived. The two countries 

have sparred over political and mor-
al issues -- notably Chinese influence 
operations overseas; widespread 
rights abuses in Xinjiang, Hong 
Kong, and Tibet; and America’s role 
in the Asia-Pacific region. China’s 
Communist leaders were incensed by 
Australia’s decision to effectively ban 
state-sanctioned firm Huawei from 
operating the country’s 5G network, 
and by calls from Canberra to inves-
tigate the origin of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. In retaliation, China quietly 
slapped sanctions on a range of Aus-
tralian goods and instituted a freeze 
on high-level contacts. The frosty 
relations only ended when Albanese 
met with Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping in Bali in November. (Agencies)

CANBERRA: The Australian gov-
ernment has said the country will 
host a global nature summit in 
2024. Environment Minister Tanya 
Plibersek on Sunday announced 
at the United Nations (UN) Biodi-
versity Conference that Australia 
will host a Nature Positive Sum-
mit to help attract private invest-
ment in protecting biodiversity. In 
a statement, Plibersek described 
the protection and repair of nature 
as a massive job that governments 

cannot undertake alone. She esti-
mated that Australia must spend 
more than 1 billion Australian dol-
lars (671 million U.S. dollars) every 
year to protect and restore biodiver-
sity. “That’s why the Summit will 
focus on how to encourage private 
finance for on-the-ground nature 
repair projects, such as restoring 
mangroves, protecting waterways, 
and re-establishing habitat for 
threatened species,” the minister 
said on Sunday. (Agencies)
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UK sending 1,200 troops to fill in as ambulance crews strike

El Paso mayor declares state of emergency over influx  
of migrants from Mexico border

LONDON: The British government 
said Sunday it will dispatch 1,200 
troops to fill in for striking ambu-
lance drivers and border staff as 
multiple public sector unions walk 
off the job in the week before Christ-
mas. Ambulance crews are due to 
strike on Wednesday, joining nurses, 
railway staff, passport officers and 
postal workers, who are all stag-
ing a series of walkouts in the com-
ing weeks. The U.K.’s most intense 
strike wave for decades is a response 
to a cost-of-living crisis driven by 

soaring food and energy prices in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Some 
417,000 working days were lost to 
strikes in October, the highest num-
ber in a decade. Unions are seeking 
pay increases to keep pace with in-
flation, which was running at 10.7% 
in November, down slightly from 

11.1% in October but still a 40-year 
high. The Conservative government 
argues that double-digit raises would 
drive inflation even higher, and has 
tried to pin blame for disruption on 
union leaders. In the tabloid Sun on 
Sunday, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
branded union chiefs “Grinches that 
want to steal Christmas for their own 
political ends.” Cabinet minister Ol-
iver Dowden said “it would be irre-
sponsible to allow public sector pay 
and inflation to get out of control.” 
(Agencies)

The mayor of the Texas border city of 
El Paso declared a state of emergen-
cy on Saturday, citing the hundreds 
of migrants sleeping on the streets in 
cold temperatures and the thousands 
being apprehended every day. May-
or Oscar Leeser, a Democrat, said the 
emergency declaration would give city 
authorities the resources and ability 
to shelter migrants who have crossed 
the Mexican border. “We wanted to 
make sure people are treated with 

dignity. We want to make sure every-
one is safe,” Leeser told reporters. The 
move comes as El Paso, a Democratic 
stronghold with a history of welcoming 
immigrants, has struggled in recent 
months to deal with tens of thousands 
of migrants crossing the border with 
Mexico. The city is bracing for a possi-
ble jump in migrant arrivals after a US 
judge ordered Covid-era border restric-
tions known as Title 42 to end by Dec 
21. A record number of migrants have 

been caught crossing the US-Mexico 
border under President Joe Biden, a 
Democrat who took office in January 
2021, fueling attacks by Republican 
opponents who favor tougher policies. 
US border agents have encountered an 
average of more than 2,400 migrants 
per day in a 268-mile stretch of the bor-
der known as the El Paso Sector over 
the past week, according to figures 
published by the city, a 40% increase 
compared with October. (Agencies)

Russian Tourists Stranded 
in Egypt Return to Moscow

Four Iran security force 
members killed in attack: 

state media

Rupee stable against dollar

Turbulence injures dozens 
on Hawaiian Airlines flight

Traces of human activity 
dating back 20,000 years 

found in east China

MOSCOW: About 350 people, who 
had not been able to fly out of the 
Egyptian resort city of Hurghada for 
several days, have finally returned 
to Moscow, a Sputnik correspon-
dent reports. The Russian General 
Consulate in Hurghada told Sputnik 
on Friday that around 300 passen-
gers were stranded in Hurghada, 
waiting for Russian airline iFly to 
receive clearance to fly to Moscow. 
A Sputnik correspondent reported 
on Monday morning that the flight 
to Moscow was carried out by Red 
Wings instead of iFly. On Thursday, 
a passenger told Sputnik that the 
plane had been scheduled for take 
off in the afternoon but was post-
poned, with people transferred to 
one of the hotels in Hurghada to wait 
for a replacement flight. The Russian 
iFly airline had to postpone all of its 
flights from Egypt due to a restric-
tion placed on Russian air carriers 
crossing Jordanian airspace. (Agen-
cies)

TEHRAN: A ‘terrorist’ attack killed 
four members of Iran’s security forc-
es in a southeastern region beset by 
anti-government protests as well as 
extremist and criminal unrest, of-
ficial media reported on Monday. 
The Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps members were killed “during 
a terrorist act” in the Saravan re-
gion of Sistan-Baluchistan province 
near the Pakistani border, the state 
IRNA news agency said. The region 
is one of Iran’s poorest and is home 
to the Baluchi minority, who adhere 
to Sunni Islam rather than the Shi-
ite branch predominant in Iran. “The 
powerful presence of the security 
forces pushed elements of the group 
to flee toward Pakistan,” IRNA said 
about the assailants without pro-
viding further details. The area has 
previously seen clashes with drug 
smuggling gangs as well as rebels 
from the Baluchi minority and Sunni 
Muslim extremist groups. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The exchange rate of 
the Pakistan rupee appreciated by 
01 paisa against the US dollar in the 
interbank trading on Monday and 
closed at Rs 224.94 against the pre-
vious day’s closing of Rs 224.93. Ac-
cording to the Forex Association of 
Pakistan (FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of dollar in the open market 
were recorded at Rs 231.7 and Rs 234 
respectively. The price of the euro 
was increased by 15 paisa and closed 
at Rs 239.34 against the previous 
day’s closing of Rs 239.19, according 
to State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The 
Japanese Yen lost three paisa to close 
at Rs1.60, whereas an increase of 44 
paisa was witnessed in the exchange 
rate of the British Pound, which was 
traded at Rs 274.46 as compared to 
its last closing of Rs 274.02. (Agen-
cies)

At least 36 people have been injured, 
11 seriously, after a Hawaiian Air-
lines flight from Phoenix to Honolu-
lu was hit by severe turbulence. The 
incident happened shortly before 
the aircraft, carrying 278 passen-
gers and 10 crew, came in to land on 
Sunday. Twenty people were taken 
to local hospitals with injuries rang-
ing from lacerations, bruising and 
loss of consciousness to head inju-
ries. Thunderstorms were reported 
in the area at the time of the turbu-
lence. Flight HA35 landed at Daniel 
K. Inouye International Airport at 
10:50 (20:50 GMT) on Sunday. In a 
statement from Hawaiian Airlines 
read: “Medical care was provided to 
several guests & crew members at 
the airport for minor injuries while 
some were swiftly transported to 
local hospitals for further care.” Of 
the 20 people taken to hospital, 17 
were passengers and three were 
crew members. A 14-month-old 
baby and a teenager are among 
them. The Chief Operating Officer 
for Hawaiian Air, Jon Snook, said he 
was “grateful” for the support pro-
vided by emergency services and 
that “it looks like everybody’s going 
to survive”. He added that there had 
been unstable weather conditions in 
Hawaii recently that created chal-
lenges for airlines. The airline said 
it was conducting a “thorough in-
vestigation” of the plane - an Airbus 
A330 - before it returns to service. 
(Agencies)

FUZHOU: A relic site dating back 
to the late Paleolithic period has 
been discovered near the Mulanxi 
River in Putian, east China’s Fujian 
Province, said the municipal cul-
ture and tourism bureau, adding 
that the discovery shows that the 
area started to see human activity 
at least 20,000 years ago. Fan Xuec-
hun, head of the archaeological 
team focusing on the river basin of 
Mulanxi, said during the excavation 
and research work which lasted for 
about a year, the team found a total 
of 26 pre-historical sites, including 
one Paleolithic, seven Neolithic, 
and 18 Bronze Age sites. Hundreds 
of collected specimens and nearly 
100 complete or recoverable objects 
were unearthed. The discovery has 
filled many gaps in archaeology in 
this region, according to Fan. Fan 
said the discoveries showed that 
the Mulanxi river basin is one of the 
areas where ancient human activi-
ties were frequent. It was the inter-
section zone where the prehistoric 
culture of northern Fujian met with 
that of southern Fujian, which is of 
great research value. The Mulanxi 
is the mother river of Putian. More 
than 20 relic sites dating back to the 
pre-Qin period (pre-221 B.C.) have 
been discovered along the river in 
the past decades. (Agencies)
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Accident in Afghanistan’s Salang Tunnel kills at least 12

‘Sufficient Evidence’ to Criminally Charge Trump 
Over Capitol Breach, Says Schiff

Netherlands Expected to Officially Apologize 
for Its Role in Slave Trade

COP15: Nations reach ‘historic’ deal to protect nature

Australia’s top diplomat makes first China trip in years

Australia to host 2024 global nature summit

KABUL: An accident in the landmark 
Salang alpine tunnel that connects 
Afghanistan’s capital to its north 
killed at least 12 people and injured 
dozens, authorities said on Sunday. 
Thirty-seven people were injured in 
the accident in Salang Tunnel, locat-
ed about 90 km (56 miles) north of 
Kabul, according to Qari Yusuf Ah-
madi, deputy spokesperson for the 
Taliban-run administration. “The Is-
lamic Emirate expresses its deepest 
condolences to the families of the vic-
tims and ... it also calls on all relevant 
agencies to make more and serious 
efforts to prevent the recurrence of 

such terrible incidents,” Ahmadi said. 
Local broadcaster Tolo, citing the 
Ministry of Public Works, said a fuel 
truck had overturned and caught fire 
in the tunnel on Saturday night. The 
blaze had been extinguished on Sun-
day but the tunnel was closed to traf-
fic and casualties could rise, accord-
ing to the Ministry spokesperson. The 
2.6 km (1.6 mile) long Soviet-built 
tunnel is a historic engineering feat 
that links Kabul and Afghanistan’s 
north, connecting the Indian sub-
continent to Central Asia through a 
treacherous mountain pass at 3,400 
metres (11,000 feet).(Agencies)

The House committee responsible for 
investigating the 6 January US Capi-
tol breach was to vote on whether to 
pursue criminal charges, such as in-
surrection, conspiracy to defraud the 
US government and obstruction of an 
official proceeding, against former 
President Donald Trump, US media 
reported on Friday. There is “suf-
ficient evidence to charge the [for-
mer] president with criminal offenc-
es in connection with his efforts to 

overturn the election,” Adam Schiff, 
Democratic Representative for Cal-
ifornia’s 28th Congressional district 
and a member of the House January 
6 panel, told American media on Sun-
day. As the House committee wraps 
up its work and gets set to present a 
final report on 21 December, Schiff 
said that although he did not “want 
to telegraph too much”, he person-
ally believed that the “evidence was 
plain”. (Agencies)


