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RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Thursday said the gov-
ernment would establish writ of the 
state at any cost and no one would be 
allowed to derail the hard-earned gains 
of war on terrorism. “Writ of the state 
will be established at all costs and no 
one will be allowed to derail the hard-
earned gains of war on terror achieved 
through unparalleled sacrifices of 
the nation and valiant armed forces,” 
the prime minister said talking to the 
officers and soldiers at CMH Rawal-
pindi who got injured during the CTD 
complex Bannu operation. The prime 
minister met the injured officer and 
soldiers and paid tribute to the courage 
and valour of the troops who cleared 
the Counter Terrorism Department 
(CTD) complex in Bannu. He said the 

martyrs and their families had ren-
dered supreme sacrifices for ensuring 
the safety and security of the people 
of Pakistan. Prime Minister Shehbaz 
said, “We are determined to fight out 

terrorism in its all forms and manifes-
tations, and break the nexus between 
terrorists and their supporters and 
sympathisers till achieving a peaceful 
and stable environment.” (APP)

Writ of state to be established at all costs: PMGovernor de-notifies Chief Minister Punjab

Gambian government says has foiled coup attempt

UN slams Taliban decision to bar women from 
universities, calls for ‘immediate’ revocation

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muham-
mad Balighur Rehman on Thurs-
day night de-notified Chief Minister 
Punjab Chaudhry Parvez Elahi upon 
latter’s failure to obtain vote of confi-
dence at the appointed day and time 
of 21 December 2022 at 4 p.m. Earlier, 
the governor had asked chief minister 
Punjab to obtain vote of confidence on 
21 December 2022 at 4 p.m. under Ar-
ticle 130(7) of the Constitution of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Speaker 
Punjab Assembly Muhammad Sibtain 
Khan, in a ruling under rule 209-A of 
the Rules of Procedure of the Provin-
cial Assembly of the Punjab 1997, de-
clined to implement governor’s order 
for being unlawful. The order issued 

late Thursday night said that since the 
chief minister had not obtained vote 
of confidence despite lapse of another 
twenty-four hours, the governor was 
satisfied that the chief minister did not 
command confidence of the House 
and, therefore, ceases to hold office 
with immediate effect under Rule 22(7) 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Pro-
vincial Assembly of the Punjab, 1997. 
As per the order, the provincial cabi-
net stands dissolved. ‘In terms of Arti-
cle 133 of the Constitution. Chaudhry 
Parvez Elahi, former chief minister of 
the Punjab is hereby asked to continue 
to hold office until his successor enters 
upon the office of the chief minister,’ 
says the order. (APP)

Banjul: The Gambia’s government 
on Wednesday said it had thwarted 
a coup attempt the previous day and 
arrested four soldiers. ”The situa-
tion is under total control,” it added. 
There was no immediate confirma-
tion of the purported plot from other 
sources. Scattered witness accounts 
reported soldier movements around 
the presidential headquarters in the 
centre of the capital Banjul on Tues-
day evening, and rumours circu-
lated during the night of a possible 
coup. Based on intelligence reports 
that some soldiers of the Gambian 
army were plotting to overthrow 
the democratically elected govern-
ment of President Adama Barrow, 
the (armed forces) in a swift mili-

tary operation conducted yesterday 
arrested four soldiers linked to this 
alleged coup plot,” the government 
said. “The apprehended soldiers are 
currently helping the military police 
with their investigations. “Mean-
while, the army is in pursuit of three 
more alleged accomplices.” The 
tiny West African state is a fragile 
democracy, still scarred by a brutal 
22-year dictatorship under Yahya 
Jammeh. Jammeh was defeated in 
presidential elections in December 
2016 by political newcomer Barrow 
and fled to Equatorial Guinea, but 
retains clout back home. Barrow 
was re-elected in December 2021 
for a second five-year term with 53 
percent of the vote. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: The United 
Nations and several countries on 
Wednesday condemned the Tali-
ban’s decision to close universities 
to women and called for the de facto 
authorities to “immediately revoke the 
decision”. In a statement, the UN As-
sistance Mission in Afghanistan (UN-
AMA) also urged the de facto author-
ities to “reopen girls’ schools beyond 
the sixth grade and end all measures 
preventing women and girls from par-
ticipating fully in daily public life”. UN 
Human Rights High Commissioner 
Volker Turk described the ban as “an-
other appalling and cruel blow to the 
rights of Afghan women and girls and 
a deeply regrettable setback for the 
entire country”. Reminding that their 
systematic exclusion from virtually all 
aspects of life is “unparalleled in the 
world”, he upheld that banning women 
from tertiary education is “all the more 
heart-breaking” when considering 
their vital contributions over the years. 
“Coming on top of girls being barred 

from attending secondary school, just 
think of all the female doctors, lawyers 
and teachers who have been, and who 
will be, lost to the development of the 
country”, said the senior UN official. 
He stated that suspending women 
from tertiary and higher education is 
in “clear violation” of Afghanistan’s 
obligations under international law, 
adding that their rights to access all 
levels of education without discrimina-
tion is “fundamental and unquestion-
able”. Banning women from attending 
university is a continuation of the Tal-
iban’s systematic discrimination poli-
cies, it was pointed out. Since August 
2021, they have barred girls from sec-
ondary school, restricted women and 
girls’ freedom of movement, excluded 
women from most of the workforce 
and banned them from using parks, 
gyms and public bath houses. These 
restrictions culminate with the con-
finement of Afghan women and girls 
to the four walls of their homes, ac-
cording to UNAMA. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: The UN Securi-
ty Council adopted a landmark res-
olution Wednesday denouncing the 
human rights violations in Myanmar 
since the February 1, 2021 coup, and 
calling on the military junta to re-
lease all political prisoners, includ-
ing ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 
The 15-member body passed the 
resolution, with 12 votes in favour to 

none against. Three countries -- Chi-
na, Russia, and India -- abstained. It 
is the first Security Council resolu-
tion on Myanmar since the country, 
formerly known as Burma, acquired 
independence from Britain in 1948. 
“Today we’ve sent a firm message 
to the military that they should be 
in no doubt - we expect this reso-
lution to be implemented in full,” 

Britain’s UN Ambassador Barbara 
Woodward said after the vote on the 
British-drafted resolution. “It is the 
result of the military overturning 
the results of a democratic election 
and seizing power on Feb. 1, 2021, 
plunging the country into a series 
of cascading crises with “negative 
consequences for the region and its 
stability,” she said. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: A “once-in-a-gener-
ation” winter storm was threatening 
on Wednesday to wreak havoc with 
holiday travel plans for millions of 
Americans. The National Weather 
Service (NWS) warned that the storm 
would produce “a multitude of weath-
er hazards,” including blizzards and 
life-threatening wind chill, across the 
northern, central and eastern parts 
of the country. Airlines told holiday 
travelers to brace for delays and can-

cellations as an Arctic cold front grips 
the northern Plains on Wednesday, 
sweeps through the Midwest and 
heads towards the East Coast on Fri-
day just before Christmas. “This will 
not be your average cold front as tem-
peratures could drop 20 or more de-
grees within a few hours,” the NWS 
said, bringing “record-breaking frigid 
temperatures” to the Gulf Coast and 
eastern United States by Friday. It 
said the Great Lakes region could ex-

pect more than a foot (30.5 centime-
ters) of snow. “Wind chill values could 
drop as low as minus 70 degrees Fahr-
enheit (minus 57 degrees Celsius) 
throughout parts of the central High 
Plains,” the NWS said, warning that 
“cold of this magnitude could lead to 
frostbite on exposed skin within min-
utes.” “Prepare now for extreme cold 
and ensure outdoor animals and live-
stock have sufficient shelter,” it said. 
(Agencies)

UNSC adopts resolution demanding end to violence in Myanmar

Wicked winter storm threatens US holiday travel chaos

China’s rising Covid cases send people to black market for pills

Israel’s Netanyahu forms new government

SHANGHAI: As Covid-19 infections 
soar across China, a shortage of an-
tiviral medicines like Pfizer Inc’s Pax-
lovid appears to be spurring people 
to turn to the black market.The coun-
try’s abrupt U-turn on Covid Zero 
earlier this month surprised health 
experts and residents, as officials ap-
pear to have done little planning for 
the inevitable rise in cases that comes 
with the reopening. That includes 
easy access to antiviral therapies that 

can be used by people who test pos-
itive and are at higher risk of hospi-
talisation, like the elderly. The wors-
ening outbreak is boosting demand 
for such treatments, but Chinese have 
found the drugs in short supply across 
the increasingly strained healthcare 
system. People are seeking out on-
line sales channels to source generic 
versions of the drugs made elsewhere 
and not approved for sale in China, 
social media posts and newspaper re-

ports show. One user on the popular 
Twitter-like Weibo platform said on 
Sunday that she was buying generic 
Paxlovid made in Bangladesh be-
cause she had an elderly relative and 
couldn’t get a hold of any in China. 
She said in the post, which has been 
removed, that while she’d heard Chi-
na had imported tens of thousands of 
boxes of Paxlovid, ordinary residents 
weren’t able to access the potentially 
life-saving medicine. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV: Veteran leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu announced that he had 
formed a new Israeli government on 
Wednesday, returning to power as the 
head of the most right-wing coalition in 
Israel s history. Following his Novem-
ber 1 election win, Netanyahu secured a 
mandate to form a government backed 
by ultra-Orthodox Jewish parties and 
an extreme-right bloc. That result left 
him poised to end Israel s unprecedent-

ed era of political gridlock that forced 
five elections in less than four years, 
and replace the ideologically dispa-
rate coalition that ousted him in 2021. 
Netanyahu, who is fighting corruption 
allegations in court, has already served 
as premier longer than anyone in Is-
raeli history, including a 1996 to 1999 
stint and a record 12-year tenure from 
2009 to 2021. His mandate to conclude 
coalition talks had been set to expire at 

midnight. Minutes before the deadline, 
he informed President Isaac Herzog by 
phone that he had “been able to estab-
lish a government,” a statement from 
Netanyahu s office said. The statement 
confirmed Netanyahu s right-wing Li-
kud party would govern in partnership 
with the main ultra-Orthodox parties 
and members of the extreme bloc that 
ran under the Religious Zionism alli-
ance. (Agencies)

NEWDELHI: India has begun ran-
domly testing international pas-
sengers arriving at its airports for 
COVID-19, the country’s federal 
health minister has said, citing an 
increase in cases in neighbouring 
China. Mansukh Mandaviya an-
nounced the new rule in parliament 
on Thursday, where he also urged 
state governments to increase sur-
veillance for any new coronavirus 
variants and send samples of all pos-
itive cases to genome sequencing 
laboratories. Local media reports 
said at least four cases of BF.7 – the 
Omicron subvariant that is driving 

the current surge in China – have 
been found in India so far. Howev-
er, Dr Randeep Guleria, a pulmon-
ologist and former head of the All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) in capital New Delhi, told 
Al Jazeera the situation in India is 
different from China. “Both from 
lifting the Zero Covid policy and a 
large number of people there (in 
China) who were never been ex-
posed to the virus are now being ex-
posed to BF.7 variant which spreads 
very rapidly,” he said. “And the vac-
cine uptake is also not as good as in 
India. So these factors are probably 

contributing to the spread there,” he 
added. Guleria said the BF.7 strain 
of the coronavirus had been in India 
for at least past two to three months. 
“We haven’t seen a huge surge yet 
and the cases have come down. So 
it is likely that we will not have the 
type of effect like China,” he said, 
adding that India still needs to be 
vigilant as the virus can evolve and 
imitate over the next few months.
Health minister Mandaviya asked 
the public to wear masks and main-
tain social distancing, even though 
there are no official mandates for 
either. (Agencies)

India begins to randomly test international visitors for COVID

Pakistan to work with U.S. on region’s peace: FM
WASHINGTON: Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has said that 
Pakistan would continue working 
with the United States to promote 
peace and stability in the region.  
The foreign minister expressed these 
views in a meeting with U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Wendy Sherman.  
In a tweet, Bilawal mentioned that he 
had a productive meeting with Wen-
dy Sherman, where he appreciated 
the role of the U.S. for flood relief, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction.  

“Pakistan and the United States will 
continue to work together to further 
enhance and diversify bilateral re-
lations, promote peace and stability 
in the region,” he said.  In a meeting 
with Senator Chris Van Hollen, the 
foreign minister thanked him for his 
steadfast support for Pakistan.
The two sides discussed US Con-
gress’ important role in strengthen-
ing Pak-U.S. cooperation in flood 
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Mahmood Khan on 
Thursday inaugurated various up-
lift projects in Peshawar, prominent 
among which was an internation-
al-standard cricket ground at Haya-
tabad Sports Complex. On the oc-
casion, the Chief Minister informed 
the media that this cricket ground 
project would be completed with 
an estimated cost of Rs one billion. 
At this state-of-the-art stadium, he 
said all international level facilities 

would be provided to the players 
and people. With the assistance of 
the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sports 
Department, international-level 
cricket matches would be held at 
this ground. Meanwhile, the Chief 
Minister inaugurated five module 
operation theaters at Lady Reading 
Hospital here. The Chief Minister 
said work on 25 operation theaters 
was continued at Lady Reading 
Hospital. Later, the Chief Minister 

inaugurated the Headquarters Tow-
er of Khyber Bank which would be 
equipped with all contemporary fa-
cilities. The Chief Minister informed 
that the project would cost 1.29 
billion rupees to complete. Chief 
Minister Mahmood Khan also inau-
gurated a new block and other facil-
ities at the Khyber College of Den-
tistry. He said the new block would 
further enhance the service delivery 
scope of the Khyber College of Den-
tistry to facilitate the people.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Water & Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) has is-
sued the position of the river inflows 
and outflows at Tarbela, Mangla and 
Chashma along with the reservoirs 
levels and the barrages on Thursday 
morning. According to a spokes-
person of the authority inflows and 
outflows in Indus River at Tarbela 
was 18500 cusecs and 27000 cusecs 
while inflows and outflows in Kabul 
River at Nowshera was 8300 cusecs 
and 8300 cusecs and at Khairabad 
Bridge, the inflows and outflows in 
it was 14600 cusecs and 14600. Simi-
larly, inflows and outflows in Jehlum 
River at Mangla 9700 cusecs 20000 
cusecs while inflows and outflows in 
Chenab at Marala 5300 cusecs and 

2000 cusecs. Meanwhile, inflows 
and outflows in Jinnah Barrage was 
recorded 43300 cusecs and 38800 
cusecs, Chashma (inflows: 38700 
cusecs and outflows 27000 cusecs), 
Taunsa (inflows 37700 cusecs and 
outflows 27700 cusecs), Guddu (in-
flows 30000 cusecs and outflows 
20800 cusecs Sukkur (inflows 22000 
cusecs and 7100 cusecs) Kotri (in-
flows 11700 cusecs and outflows 
700 cusecs) Trimmu (inflows 6000 
cusecs and outflow Nil cusecs) while 
inflows and outflows in Panjnad was 
6100 cusecs and outflows Nil cusecs 
respectively. Tarbela Dam was op-
erating at the level of 1489.70 feet 
against the minimum operating lev-
el 1398 feet and maximum conser-

vation level 1550 feet, live storage 
on Thursday morning was recorded 
2.724 million acre feet (MAF). Man-
gla (Minimum operating level 1050 
feet, present level 1117.50 feet, max-
imum conservation level 1242 feet, 
live storage on Thursday morning 
was 0.728 MAF. Chashma (Minimum 
operating level 638.15 feet, present 
level 641.90 feet, maximum conser-
vation level 649 feet, live storage on 
Thursday morning was 0.056 MAF. 
The inflows and outflows of River In-
dus at Tarbela, Jinnah and Chashma, 
River Kabul at Nowshera and River 
Jhelum at Mangla have been reflect-
ed as mean flows of 24 hours, where-
as the other flows have been gauged 
at 6.00 a.m.(APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 232.4 234.7

China Yuan 32.4 32.65

Japanese Yen 2.28 2.32

Saudi Riyal 65 65.6

U.A.E Dirham 68.4 69

UK Pound 296.5 299.5

Euro 258 261

Australian Dollar 151.51 152.76

Canadian Dollar 166.09 167.44

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
154000

Rs. 
141166

Rs. 
134750

Rs. 
115500

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
132000

Rs. 
120999

Rs. 
115500

Rs. 99000

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13200 Rs. 12100 Rs. 11550 Rs. 9900

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
374200

Rs. 
343014

Rs. 
327425

Rs. 
280650

PPC Election Committee holds meeting

Cold, dry weather forecast for most KP

PESCO delegation calls on Engr Amir Muqam

CS for proactive measures to tackle air pollution

Asfandyar pays glowing tribute to Bashir Bilour 
Shaheed on 10th death anniversary

Traders urge Govt to review decision about early 
closure of markets, wedding halls

Shakil nominated as chairman QWP Peshawar

Two students die in road mishap in Mardan

PESHAWAR: A meeting of the Elec-
tion Committee, Peshawar Press 
Club (PPC) was held here with 
Chairman, Zulfikar Ali Shah in 
the chair the other day. Members 
of the committee including Samin 
Jan, Khair-ur-Rehman, Safeerul-
lah Khalil, Malik Qaiser and Rasool 
Dawar attended the meeting. The 
Election Committee reviewed objec-
tions and appeals made by the mem-
bers and candidates on nomination 
papers, said a press release issued 
here on Thursday. The committee 
rejected the nomination papers of a 
candidate, Asim Shiraz for Govern-
ing Body seat due to his unavailabil-
ity because of a foreign visit while 

the decision of the rejection of the 
nomination papers Arif Hayat for 
the office of general secretary was 
maintained. A maximum number of 
17 candidates have filed nominations 
for the coveted office of president, 30 
for vice president, 26 for general sec-
retary, 20 for joint secretary, 22 for 
finance secretary and record of 104 
candidates have filed nominations 
for 10 seats of the Governing Body. 
Nomination papers could be with-
drawn before 6 p.m. on December 23 
(Friday) which would be followed by 
the issuance of the final list of candi-
dates. Polling would be held on De-
cember 31 in Zubair Mir Hall of the 
press club from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Thursday predicted mainly cold 
and dry weather in most districts of 
the province, while very cold in up-
per parts and hilly areas during the 
next 24 hours. It said that dense fog 
is also likely to occur over Pesha-
war, Charsadda, Nowshera, Mar-
dan, Swabi, and D.I. Khan districts, 
as well as over Peshawar to Swabi 
Motorway during night and morn-
ing hours. Travelers on motorways 
and national highways were advised 
to adopt precautionary measures 
during traveling. During the last 24 
hours, mainly cold and dry weath-

er occurred in most districts of the 
province and very cold in hilly areas 
and upper parts. Foggy conditions 
prevailed over most plains areas 
of the province during night and 
morning hours. The maximum and 
minimum temperatures recorded in 
centigrade at different stations of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were as 
Peshawar City 21/01, Chitral 15/04, 
Timergara 21/01, Dir 18/-3, Mirkhani 
17/-1, Kalam 12/-6, Drosh 14/02, 
Saidu Sharif 19/-1, Pattan 21/08, 
Malam Jabba 08/01, Takht Bhai 
20/02, Kakul 17/01, Balakot 21/01, 
Parachinar 19/-3, Bannu 25/03, Cher-
at 16/06, D.I. Khan 24/06.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A high-level delega-
tion of the Peshawar Electricity Sup-
ply Company (PESCO) led by its 
Chairman board of Directors, Faizu-
llah Khan here called on the Advis-
er to the Prime Minister, Engr Amir 
Muqam. Matters pertaining to differ-
ent projects started for well being of 

the people of Khyber Pakthunkhwa 
came under discussion. The delega-
tion remained there for some time 
and appraised the Prime Minister’s 
adviser about various development 
projects started by PESCO for the 
facilitation of the people of Khyber 
Pakthunkhwa.(APP)

PESHAWAR: As part of the govern-
ment’s priority to tackle air pollu-
tion in the province, Chief Secretary 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Dr. Shahzad 
Bangash chaired a meeting of the 
relevant authorities. The meeting 
was held to ensure coordinated ac-
tion and necessary measures to curb 
the prevalence of air pollution in 
the province. Chief Secretary, was 
given a detailed brief by Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) on 
air pollution caused by industrial 
units, especially cement plants, and 
mitigation measures taken by each 
individual production line.Chief Sec-
retary appreciated that Bag House 
pollution management systems are 
installed in most units and directed 
for proactive measures to ensure 
their continuance as well as digital 
monitoring.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Central President 
Awami National Party (ANP), Asfan-
dyar Wali Khan has said that valiant 
political personalities like Bashir Ah-
mad Bilour Shaheed are born after 
centuries. In his statement issued 
from Bacha Khan Markaz on the 
10th death anniversary of Shaheed 
Bashir Bliour here on Thursday, 
Asfanyar Wali Khan said when the 
wave of terrorism was at its peak in 
the province, ANP stalwart Bashir 
Bilour Shaheed did not hesitate to 
continue the political struggle for 
the wellbeing of his people and kept 
criticizing the nefarious objectives 
of the anti-state elements. Asfandy-
ar further said that Shaheed Bashir 
Bilour practically proved his love for 
the nation and demonstrated himself 
as a true soldier of Bacha Khan. Due 
to the anti-violence policy of ANP, 
he said the anti-state elements were 

still targeting the people of their 
party. Once again, he said, terrorists 
were on the prowl in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and the provincial govern-
ment seemed clueless about rectify-
ing the situation. He said his party 
will never take a back step from its 
stance on terrorism. Khan continued 
that the sacrifices of their party lead-
ers and workers were for the surviv-
al and security of the nation. Terror-
ists and terrorism have no religion 
or boundaries, he said, adding that 
those who killed a man like Bashir 
Bilour were not even humans.(APP)

PESHAWAR: President Traders Uni-
ty of Khyber Pakthunkhwa, Mujee-
bur Rehman here Thursday urged 
Federal Government to review its 
decision regarding closure of mar-
kets and restaurants at 8p.m. and 
marriages halls at 10p.m. In a press 
statement here, he said that traders 
of Khyber Pakthunkhwa had suf-
fered great financial losses due to 
terrorism first and later in COVID-19 
pandemic and early closure of mar-
kets, restaurants and marriages halls 
would adversely affect their busi-

ness. He said Khyber Pakthunkhwa 
were relatively placed on disadvan-
tageous location due to its distance 
from Karachi port and its traders 
were spending more amount on 
transportation of goods than others 
provinces. He expressed the hope 
that the decision regarding closures 
of markets and wedding halls would 
be reviewed in the largest interest of 
the traders and business community 
and decisions in this regard would 
be taken after consultation of trad-
ers leadership.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Qaumi Watan Party 
(QWP) has nominated Shakil Wa-
heedullah Khan, a renowned political 
and social worker as Chairman of the 
party for City District Peshawar, said 

a notification issued by the Provin-
cial Chairman QWP, Sikandar Hayat 
Khan Sherpao on Thursday. He has 
been asked to assume charge of his 
office with immediate effect.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Two students died af-
ter their motorcycle collided with a 
speedy truck in the Mardan district 
on Thursday. According to police, 
the tragic incident occurred on Mal-
akand-Takht Bhai Road where motor-
cyclists Shadab and Talha were hit by 
a speedy truck coming from the oppo-

site direction due to wrong overtaking 
and died on the spot. Meanwhile, Ab-
dul Rehman was killed when accused 
Anis Khan allegedly started firing at 
him at Ghari Inayat in Peshawar ap-
parently over old enmity. Police have 
registered a case and started further 
investigation. (APP)

Governor urges universities to ensure transpar-
ency in appointments to avoid litigation

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Ghulam Ali on 
Thursday urged the public sector 
universities to uphold merit and 
transparency during appointments 
and administrative affairs to avoid 
litigation and legal complications. 
Addressing the senate meeting 
of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Wom-
en University (SBBWU) here, he 
said that universities should fo-
cus more on education and char-
acter building of youth instead of 
wasting energies on unnecessary 
matters, litigation, and court cas-
es. “We are not all against each 
other, but the common goal of all 
of us is to strengthen the high-
er educational institutions and 
maintain the educational quality 
and prestige of these institutions 
of higher education besides pro-
viding a best educational environ-
ment to students,” he remarked. 
The Governor said SBBWU was 
providing modern education to 
the women of the entire province 
including Peshawar in the best ed-
ucational environment which was 

commendable. He said that he has 
great respect for educational in-
stitutions and expects that all the 
valuable time and attention of the 
universities should be focused on 
imparting quality education as well 
as training the younger generation. 
In the Senate meeting, Vice Chan-
cellor Professor Dr. Safia Ahmed 
presented the report of the Uni-
versity Syndicate regarding the 
action plan on the inquiry report 
of the Governor Inspection Team 
regarding recruitment irregulari-
ties in the varsity. It was decided 
on the occasion that a sub-com-
mittee of the Senate would review 
all aspects of the report submitted 
by the University Syndicate to the 
Senate and give its decision within 
14 days. Under the chairmanship 
of Secretary of Higher Education 
Department Dawood Khan, the 
sub-committee would include Vice 
Chancellor SBBWU, Additional 
Secretary Governor Saiful Islam, 
and representatives of the Finance 
Department and Establishment 
Department. (APP)

Javed Afridi welcomes Najam’s statement of 
holding international matches in Peshawar

PESHAWAR: Chairman Peshawar 
Zalmi Javed Afridi Thursday wel-
comed Najam Sethi’s statement 
that international and PSL match-
es will be held in Peshawar too. 
Talking to media men, Javed Afri-
di said that fans of Peshawar are 
eager to watch PSL matches, and 
international cricket in their city 
as citizens of Peshawar and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa have made great 
sacrifices for peace in the country. 
Peshawar Zalmi has always tried 
to revive cricket in the country 
along with PCB and with the grace 
of Almighty Allah, Peshawar Zalmi 
will be in action at its home ground 
Arbab Niaz Stadium in PSL, Javed 
Afridi said. He said the cricketers 
of Peshawar Zalmi will go to Army 
Public School Peshawar and salute 
the martyrs like they did in the 
past. The team will play at Arbab 
Niaz Cricket Stadium and newly 
inaugurated Hayatabad Cricket 
Stadium. Peshawar Zalmi, Darren 
Sammy, foreign cricketers played 
their role in the revival of inter-
national cricket in the country by 
playing the final of PSL 2 and in 
future all the international players 

associated with Peshawar Zalmi 
would not only playing their prac-
tice matches but also they would 
be part of the International crick-
et in Peshawar. Javed Afridi also 
congratulated Peshawarites for 
the completion of the Hayatabad 
Cricket Stadium and expressed 
the hope that beautiful cricket sta-
diums like Hayatabad and Arbab 
Niaz Cricket Stadium to be con-
structed in Kalam valley would 
help in bringing international 
cricket to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It 
may be worth mentioning that land 
for stadium in Kalam has already 
acquired.
Hayatabad Cricket Stadium was 
completed in a period of one year 
under the supervision of the Paki-
stan Cricket Board and ICC at a 
cost of Rs. 1 billion. All the facili-
ties of international standard have 
been provided in the Stadium. PSL 
matches and other international 
matches can be organized in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, said Javed Afri-
di. The completion of this stadium 
will help in the promotion of inter-
national cricket in the province, he 
concluded. (APP)
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Years after we thought the war against militants had been 
won, and were reminded of this success repeatedly, it seems 
the battle is still very much on. In a new series of attacks 
which have torn apart law and order in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and specifically the former tribal areas, four policemen were 
killed on Sunday during an attack on a police station in the 
Lakki Marwat area, when militants laid siege to the building 
and killed four of those on duty. Four other policemen were 
injured and though a force said to number around 60 fought 
the militants for almost an hour they were able to flee under 
the cover of darkness.
In yet another attack, militants have taken over Counter 
Terror Department station in Bannu, taking CTD personnel 
hostage and demanding a safe exit to Afghanistan aboard an 
aircraft. This demand strengthens the suggestion of a link be-
tween events in Afghanistan and the new surge of terrorism 
in KP with at least 118 people killed in militant attacks since 
August this year. As this edit is written, talks between Paki-
stani officials and the leadership of Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) are underway in Afghanistan – a spokesperson of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government confirming that a jirga 
left for Afghanistan to negotiate with the TTP’s leadership on 
Monday. It may be recalled that these attacks have come also 
amid tensions at the Pak-Afghan Chaman border.
What is needed now is a serious discussion with the current 
regime in Afghanistan so that some agreement can be reached 
on avoiding breaches of borders. And, while this is not the 
ideal solution, Pakistan now needs to give a clear ultimatum 
to the Afghan Taliban: they have to take action against TTP 
safe havens on Afghan soil if they wish to have Pakistan in 
their corner on the international stage and in other areas such 
as governance help provided by us. The announcement by the 
TTP that it is ending the ceasefire with the Pakistan govern-
ment has been followed by an alarming increase in attacks. 
Counterterrorism forces in Pakistan need to move onto a new 
footing. We are battling both domestic terror attacks and a 
belligerent border situation on the west, along with the for-
ever threat of India using any such instability on our land. 
Pakistan will need to act accordingly, put together a plan and 
revive the National Action Plan. With Nacta, a robust foreign 
policy, a determined effort to shun any appeasement of mil-
itancy (no ‘good’-‘bad’ Taliban dichotomy), and combining 
military-led efforts with a healthy input of counterterror civil-
ian policymaking, there is no reason why militancy cannot be 
taken on by the state. Any failure to do so will just be due to a 
senseless lack of will.

Return to terror

The United States is aiming to con-
struct what one journalist has de-
scribed as a “Silicon Fence” around 
China, a sanctions barrier that aims 
to make it impossible for Beijing to 
import advanced chipmaking tech-
nology. Washington strives to co-opt 
allied states into supporting its semi-
conductor technology export rules 
against Beijing. Having adopted 
sweeping new sanctions last month, 
the US wants to blockade China’s 
technological advances as the big-
gest act of leverage in its attempt to 
contain the country’s rise. Beginning 
in 2018, America’s primary strate-
gy to restrain China has focused on 
semiconductors, which Washington 
sees as a critical asset needed by 
Beijing to ascend the international 
value chain and move away from 
the ‘low-end manufacturing’ with 
which it has been associated for de-
cades and into the field of high-end 
products. Here, the US fears that 
its longstanding lead in technolo-
gies, and thus, by extension, military 
technologies, may be overtaken by 
China, representing a critical threat 
to its hegemonic position. In imple-
menting this strategy, the US has re-
sorted to one tactic: embargos, and 
more embargos, while also aiming 
to rebuild the global semiconductor 
supply chain around itself. The US 
has been progressively adding more 
and more companies to the Com-
merce Department’s ‘entity list’, thus 
prohibiting American companies 
from exporting critical products to 
them. As of 2022, the list of impact-
ed companies now extends into the 
hundreds and is still growing. Some 
companies, such as Huawei and Chi-
nese chipmaking firms, have been 
subject to even harsher restrictions. 
In what is known as the ‘foreign di-
rect product rule’ the US weaponizes 

its ownership of tech semiconductor 
patents in foundational technology 
to prohibit third-party countries from 
dealing with the target too. Most crit-
ical in this have been US efforts to 
coerce the Netherlands-based lithog-
raphy firm ASML into not exporting 
its most powerful chip-making ma-
chines to Chinese customers. Start-
ing in 2018, it blocked the company 
from exporting the extreme ultravi-
olet lithography machine, its most 
critical technology, to China. The 
Biden administration has proved 
even more ruthless in its bid to tight-
en the metaphorical noose around 
China’s semiconductor industry, and 
a month ago revealed sweeping rules 
banning all US firms from exporting 
high-end chipmaking equipment to 
China, and also outlawing American 
citizens from participating in China’s 
chip industry. However, to move for-
ward further, it needs cooperation 
from allied states, and is pushing the 
Netherlands and Japan to agree to 
a common position over the export 
of semiconductor manufacturing 
equipment to China. But this is easier 
said than done. China is the world’s 
largest and fastest growing market, 
and its demand for semiconductors 
in order to fuel its growth is high-
er than ever. By agreeing to these 
US-imposed rules, the Netherlands 
and Japan and their respective in-
dustries are poised to suffer, purely 
for complying with Washington’s in-
terests. The chief executive of ASML 
has been vocal about these concerns. 
But the US does not take ‘no’ for an 
answer, and both countries have al-
ready agreed “in principle” to join 
the restrictions. Thus, bit by bit, the 
US is aiming to erect a gigantic ‘sil-
icon fence’ around China. The US 
believes limiting and cutting off the 
flow of semiconductors entering the 

country can stifle China’s growth in 
the long run, forcing it to be more 
dependent on Taiwan for the high-
end chips it can get. This, in turn, can 
be used as strategic leverage against 
China to extract concessions, while 
Washington advances the militariza-
tion of its periphery at the same time.
This has left Beijing in a rapid race 
against the clock to develop its own 
domestic technology and to become 
self-reliant in semiconductors. Al-
ready Beijing is preparing a $143 
billion subsidy package to its own 
firms. There are some small signs 
of success, such as China reportedly 
having reached the seven-nanome-
ter chip process milestone, although 
this was done using foreign semi-
conductor equipment it had already 
obtained.
China now faces the daunting task of 
building its own supply chain, from 
the bottom up – from scratch. This 
means it must be able to both inno-
vate and invest on a large scale. As 
the US assumption is largely based 
on the arrogant line of thought that 
without access to external tech, Chi-
na can’t innovate or progress, there 
is also no guarantee Washington’s 
strategy will succeed, even if it does 
put ‘speedbumps’ on the way. Yet, it 
is also a sign of the world we live in 
today and another measure of how 
the US is willing to tear up globaliza-
tion and even reverse it when it pro-
duces geostrategic results unfavor-
able to it. The semiconductor supply 
chain, and the world of open tech-
nology as we knew it, has very much 
gone back to a Cold War era. Thus, 
we aren’t talking about integrating 
the world anymore, but instead are 
talking about ‘Silicon Fences’ in the 
same light as we formerly spoke 
about the ‘Iron Curtain.’
Courtesy: RT
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Can China break through the semiconductor blockade
the US is building? 
— By Timur Fomenko

The Quaid-i-Azam University 
(QAU) in Islamabad is the coun-
try’s top-ranked state university 
that has its own identity in the 
presence of students from all 
parts of the country. It is un-
fortunate that university land 
is under threat by another state 
entity, the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA), in the name of 
Bhara Kahu bypass. The bypass, 
as designed, will run through 
the campus, dividing the univer-
sity into two portions, leaving 
around 75 acres of university 
land beyond access.
The students have held protest 
demons-trations because they 
are one of the key stakehold-
ers, but no positive response has 
been received from the adminis-
tration.
The bypass project is illegal, as 
it violates the Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Act, 1997. The 

section 12 of the Act subjects 
all public projects to proper en-
vironmental assessment and to 
have a public hearing. To fulfil 
the formality, the public hear-
ing was held on Nov 18; months 
after the construction work had 
already started. Additionally, 
no project can be initiated if it 
harms the environment. The fact 
is that the project has already 
claimed the ‘lives’ of thousands 
of trees. Besides, the project is 
against the capital’s master plan.
The land that is being used for 
the project is meant for the con-
struction of departments, labo-
ratories, libraries and research 
centres. It was never meant to 
play host to some bypass. The 
authorities concerned must re-
solve this issue and save QAU 
land for future generations.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Saving QAU land
— By Daman Ali

Food safety  
The Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO) 
recently ordered the release of the 
withheld consignments of imported 
soybean seeds and instructed officials 
to process pending applications of 
the Genetically Modified Organism 
(GMO) soybean importers and re-
port compliance within seven days. 
This decision comes as a surprise as 
the Federal Ministry for Food Securi-
ty had initially blocked the import of 
GMO soybeans as all GMO food and 
animal products are banned in the 

country. The FTO is not responsible 
for monitoring food safety; thus, it 
should not have been allowed to clear 
cargo. The importers should have re-
sold the stock to international buyers 
and imported non-GMO soybean, 
which is easily available. However, 
they resorted to manipulation and 
pressure. According to the importers, 
the stock will be used for animal feed 
and manufacturing cooking oil. This 
is concerning as genetically modi-
fied products contain altered DNA to 
make them more resistant to drought, 

pests and diseases that can reduce 
crop yield. This means that people 
will be ingesting plant and viral ma-
terial, which can be harmful. Author-
ities will most likely not act against 
this blatant subversion of food safety 
laws. Nonetheless, I urge the Minis-
try of Food Security to either prohibit 
the use of GMO soybean or release 
the names of companies using them 
so people can avoid purchasing their 
items to protect their health.
– Muhammad Alamgir Khan
– Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

There is, by any standard, a terrify-
ing phenomenon to which nobody 
is paying much attention; not even 
the media is making us aware of the 
potentially awful consequences. This 
phenomenon has appeared little by 
little in many countries, especially 
in the Arab world and the so-called 
Third World in general. I’m talking 
about unprecedented inflation, even 
in the rich West. While salaries are 
usually fixed and limited, soaring 
prices seem to have no limit. What is 
happening? What do those manipu-
lating economies and wealth actually 
want? And who are they? We used to 
mock the “golden billion” conspir-
acy theory, but to be honest, if the 
living conditions around the world 
continue in this way, we cannot rule 
out famine anywhere and every-
where, including the West. This will, 
of course, reduce the global popula-
tion considerably. Down to a billion, 
perhaps? Take Syria as an example, 
where salaries are usually no more 
than 100,000 lira ($40) a month. This 
looks a lot compared with the aver-
age salary a few decades ago, when 
it was just 1,000 lira ($4). The big dif-
ference is that back then 1,000 liras 
could house and feed an entire fam-
ily. Now, 100,000 liras can just about 
pay for a small cooking gas canister. 
An ordinary Syrian today needs over 
1.5 million liras a month to live on. 
What should they do? A few days 
ago, some well-known Syrian actors 

urged President Bashar Al-Assad to 
intervene because the situation has 
become hellish and they are going 
hungry. If this is the situation of art-
ists and actors, then what is it like for 
the working class? It is unbelievably 
horrible. There is no solution. Even 
if the state could raise salaries to 1.5 
million liras so that people can live 
with just enough — and it can’t — 
prices will simply soar higher, put-
ting everyone in an uncontrollably 
vicious downward spiral. Of course, 
Syria is not the ideal example for this 
because the war has destroyed every-
thing and it is suffering from finan-
cial, agricultural and economic disas-
ter. It might be able to recover and 
get back to some sort of normality, 
as has happened in other countries. 
However, there are other Arab and 
non-Arab countries that have started 
to exhibit the same sort of economic 
symptoms as Syria, even though they 
have not been embroiled in war and 
have not suffered the way Syria has. 
In Egypt, for example, the currency 
has fallen in value dramatically, and 
Egyptians talk about nothing else 
but keeping up with inflation. Some 
prices have increased by 100 per 
cent; how are employees supposed 
to match this? Where will they get 
salaries able to secure them even the 
basic necessities of life? As in Syria, 
if the state pushes salaries up, prices 
will rise in tandem. It’s that vicious 
spiral again. There is no solution. 

The people in Tunisia are suffering in 
the same way. They are facing insane 
price rises, unprecedented inflation 
and limited income levels that cannot 
increase because the state is unable 
to secure enough money to bridge 
the gap. Is the situation any different 
in Sudan, Lebanon, Jordan, Algeria, 
Morocco or any other Arab country? 
Some may be better off than, say, 
Yemen, Lebanon and Sudan, but no 
one is talking about any of them. The 
Lebanese currency has plummeted 
in value month by month, so much 
so that many citizens rely on food 
parcels left by the wealthy few on 
an ad hoc basis. It is hard to imag-
ine that hunger is a major issue in 
Lebanon. It was once known as the 
“Switzerland of the Middle East”, re-
member? Over in the Gulf, the states 
benefit from the rise in oil prices, but 
they are also suffering from rampant 
inflation, with prices doubling while 
salaries remain constant. Even there, 
many people work just to cover their 
basic essentials, and the situation 
gets worse every day. 
Currency manipulation and inflation 
is not a natural disaster; none of this 
is. So who is behind it? Who is really 
controlling the world’s wealth, live-
lihoods, economies and, ultimately, 
people if our governments are pow-
erless to prevent this happening? 
There are many questions that need 
answers, but nobody is asking them.
- Courtesy: Middle East Monitor

If governments are powerless to curb inflation, who is actually 
controlling the economy?

— By Dr Faisal Al-Qasim 
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ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas Develop-
ment Company Limited (OGDCL), 
during the first quarter of the current 
fiscal year, carried out 221 Line-km 
2D and 21 Square-KM 3D seismic sur-
veys in its various operational areas to 
discover hydrocarbon reserves. “The 
acquired 221 Line km of 2D seismic 
data and 21 Sq. km of 3D seismic data 
represents 49% of total 2D and 17% of 
total 3D seismic data acquisition in the 
country respectively,” the company 
said in its first quarterly financial report 
for 2022-23. Moreover, the OGDCL us-
ing in-house resources processed/re-
processed 1,065 Line km of 2D seismic 

data, besides carrying out an addition-
al 135 Line km of geological fieldwork 
in Nowshera. On the drilling front, the 
company spud one exploratory well 
namely Shahpurabad-1 (1Q 2021-22: 
3 wells). It also completed the drilling 
and testing of two wells pertaining to 
the previous fiscal year. “Total drill-
ing recorded during the three months 
stood at 11,392 meters.” The company 
mentioned in the report that its explo-
ration activities had been severely af-
fected by the torrential rains and flood 
and security concerns, adding “the 
planned 3D seismic survey of 210 Sq. 
km was affected by torrential rains, 

whereas 2D seismic survey of 84 Line 
km had to be deferred due to securi-
ty concerns in Zin and Lillah blocks. 
However, the Company is making all 
efforts to recover the deferred seismic 
activities within the current fiscal year. 
During the period under review, the 
OGDCL contributed around 46 per 
cent, 30 per cent and 36 per cent to-
wards the country’s total oil, natural 
gas and LPG production respectively. 
The average daily net saleable crude 
oil, gas and Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG) production remained 33,443 
barrels, 779 million cubic feet and 722 
tons. (Agencies)

SIALKOT: The International Orga-
nization of Migrants (IOM) would 
conduct a survey on victims of hu-
man trafficking and illegal migrants 
in Sialkot district. The results ob-
tained from the study would help 
to take measures to combat illegal 
human trafficking. This was told 
by Executive Director Community 
Concern Mirza Abdul Shakoor in 
the meeting of District Vigilance/
Anti-Human Trafficking and An-
ti-Forced Labor Committee Sialkot 
in DC office committee room here on 

Thursday. The meeting was chaired 
by Additional Deputy Commission-
er Finance and Planning Sialkot 
Syeda Amina Maududi and attend-
ed by Deputy Director Labor Tayyab 
Wirk, Social Welfare Officer Imran 
Kisana, DEO Literacy Asifa Akram, 
Assistant Directors Manzoor Hus-
sain, Muhammed Sajid, Chairman 
Rose Welfare Organization Ashfaq 
Nazar Ghuman, Representative 
FIA Asim Javed, President Bricks 
Kiln Association Mian Muhammed 
Akram and Child Protection Officer 

Legal Arif Mehmood Bajwa. ADC 
Finance Syeda Amina Maududi 
said that people who want to go to 
Europe for employment often fall 
into the trap of human traffickers 
and many times they lost their lives. 
She said that the administration, re-
lated institutions and civil societies 
had a joint responsibility to raise 
awareness among youth about legal 
immigration and made the agents 
and gangs involved in such heinous 
business accountable to the law. 
(Agencies)
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Lok Virsa holds Christmas festivity tomorrow

CM visits British Council HQ in London

Govt releases Rs 4.21b for IT project in 4 months

Force Commander FCNA interacted with youth, 
civil society and media

IRSA releases 60,300 cusecs water

Sargodha police stood first in specialized 
 intelligence courses

Solid measures afoot to resolve peoples’  
problems at doorstep

DC Abbottabad assures cooperation for the 
KPCIP project

Multan official breaks bricks to win gold  
in special olympics Pakistan

Pakistan Customs foil bids to smuggle $5 million 
in 2022 alone

Latest technology up lifts standard of NHMP

ISLAMABAD: National Institute of 
Folk and Traditional Heritage, Lok 
Virsa will hold colorful Christmas 
festivity here on December 23 fea-
turing art and craft activities. The 
Christmas celebrations will have 
an opening ceremony with colorful 
performance at Heritage Museum, 
congregation of Christian commu-
nity, erection of Christmas tree, dis-
tribution of sweets by Santa Claus, 
Christmas songs, folk songs, folk 
dances, artisans at work exhibition 
etc. The event is being organized by 

Lok Virsa, National Heritage and 
Culture Division in collaboration 
with U.P Church and Saint Thomas 
Church. Meanwhile, Lok Virsa will 
also hold Quaid e Azam Day Cele-
brations on December 25 to pay rich 
tributes to the founder of the nation. 
The activities of the day include 
Cake cutting ceremony, Exhibition 
of books by National library of Paki-
stan, Exhibition of Artisans at work, 
screening of video documentaries 
on Quaid-e-Azam and Milli Naghma 
show.(APP)

GILGIT: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltis-
tan (GB) Khalid Khurshid has visited 
the British Council’s Headquarters in 
London. During the visit, he held a 
meeting with the senior officials of the 
British Council, said a press release 
issued here on Thursday. Putting em-
phasis on the British Council’s role 
in uplifting the education sector of 
GB, the chief minister discussed the 
need to initiate the British Council’s 
Connecting Class Room Program in 
the region. He also requested British 
Council to extend their support for 
the capacity building of government 
teachers and in delivering various 
vocational training programs for the 
youth of GB. Addressing the meet-
ing, Khalid Khurshid said, “It is the 
government’s Primary responsibility 
to provide equal opportunities to all 
students, particularly those belong-
ing to the remote areas of the region. 
In this regard, we have agreed to get 

a comprehensive Education Sector 
Plan developed with the support of 
Cambridge International aiming at 
systematic development of the sector 
in Gilgit-Baltistan.” Acknowledging 
the contributions of British Council 
in the past, he invited the organisa-
tion to work with Chief Minister’s 
Reforms Unit and Education Depart-
ment in the region again. Raising the 
issue of impacts of climate change on 
the region, the CM highlighted that 
GB was the largest glaciated area 
outside the polar region “heavily af-
fected by climate change impacts”. 
The international community and 
partners need to support GB in its 
endeavors to mitigate these climate 
change effects, he urged. British 
Council appreciated the chief minis-
ter’s vision to reform the education 
sector and agreed to visit GB and ex-
plore the key areas for collaboration 
with the government. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
released funds amounting to over Rs 
4.21 billion to execute Information 
Technology related projects during 
the first four months of the current 
fiscal year under the Public Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP 
2022-23). According to official data 
available with APP, the government 
has authorized the utilization of de-
velopment funds amounting to Rs 
4,211.21 million out of a total alloca-
tion of 5,731.70 for various ongoing 
and new projects of the Ministry of 
Information Technology and Tele-

communication. Out of the total au-
thorized/disbursed amount, the total 
amount spent on the development 
projects during the corresponding pe-
riod (July-October) stood at 3,487.32 
million. According to the disburse-
ment mechanism of the Planning Di-
vision, the development funds allocat-
ed in the Federal budget are released 
at the rate of 20 percent in the first 
quarter (July-September), followed 
by 30 per cent each in the second and 
third quarters, and the remaining 20 
per cent in the last quarter (April-
June) of a fiscal year.(APP)

GILGIT: The Forces Commander, 
Northern Areas (FCNA) Major Gener-
al Kashif Khalil on Thursday interact-
ed with youth, civil society and media 
personalities and exchanged ideas 
with each about regarding matters of 
importance. Force Commander said 
that the youth is our asset and Pakistan 

army is always ready to facilitate the 
youth. He said that the Pakistan army 
will provide them with an enabling en-
vironment to achieve excellence in ed-
ucation, sports and other fields. Force 
Commander lauded the positive role 
of media and civil society to maintain 
peace in Gilgit-Baltistan.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday re-
leased 60,300 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 41,500 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1489.70 feet and was 91.70 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 18,500 cusecs 
while outflow as 27,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-

la Dam was 1117.50 feet, which was 
67.50 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 9,700 cusecs 
and 20,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 30,200, 27,700, 20,800 and 7,100 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 8,300 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
2,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

SARGODHA: Sargodha won the 
first prize in Sub-Inspectors four 
month specialized intelligence 
courses across the Punjab. While 
talking to state news agency here on 
Thursday,police said that as many as 

108 sub-inspectors had participated 
in courses,that were conducted in 
Sehala,among which Sub-inspector 
Imtiaz Ahmed from Sargodha Police 
got the first position in all tests and 
parade as well.(APP)

LAKKI MARWAT: The district ad-
ministration is taking tangible mea-
sures for extending relief to citizens 
by resolving their problems at the 
doorstep. In this regard, Assistant 
Commissioner Sub-Division Bettani 
Najmullah chaired a meeting of all 
line departments to review the prog-
ress of departments pertaining to 
the provision of service delivery for 
people. The meeting was attended 
by heads and representatives of line 
departments. The AC directed the of-
ficials concerned to expedite efforts 

for accomplishing the task within 
the stipulated timeframe. He said 
that district administration was com-
mitted to resolving the problems of 
people at the earliest and added that 
negligence would not be tolerated in 
that regard. He also appreciated the 
good performance of Additional As-
sistant Commissioner Sub-Division 
Bettani Awais Hidayat as well as field 
staff, especially in clean and green 
activities, polio campaigns, price 
checking and checking of education 
and health facilities, etc.(APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Tariq Salam Mar-
wat Thursday chaired Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa City Improvement Project 
(KPCIP) meeting regarding landfill 
site Dhamtoor for solid waste man-
agement. According to the details, 
various issues related to the work 
at the landfill site were discussed in 
the meeting. Deputy Commissioner 

Abbottabad assured all possible co-
operation from the district admin-
istration regarding the project. The 
meeting was attended by Director 
Compliance KPCIP Ameer Alam, 
Resettlement Specialist Ali Akbar, 
Dr. Asad consultant KPCIP, repre-
sentative WSSCA Waseem, Muham-
mad Khursheed Tahsildar KPCIP 
and other officers. (APP)

MULTAN: A young accounts offi-
cer of Multan Waste Management 
Company (MWMC) brought home 
a gold medal in bricks breaking 
contest at the Special Olympics 
Pakistan held in Lahore. The Spe-
cial Olympics were organized with 
the cooperation of Pioneer Para 
Taekwondo Association Pakistan. 
Omar Farooq, a qualified MBA Fi-
nance serving MWMC as manager 
accounts broke bricks while in a 
wheelchair in a special Taekwon-
do championship of the Special 

Olympics, says an official release. 
Citizens heaped praise on the 
young Karate player and Netizens 
showered commendations through 
different social media platforms. 
Omar Farooq who also spends time 
in his hobbies of calligraphy and 
painting said that disabled persons 
were playing their role in every 
sphere of life including sports at 
home and abroad.He said, he never 
considered his disability a hurdle in 
achieving the goals he had set his 
eyes on. (APP)

ISLAMABAD:Member Pakistan 
Customs-Operations, Mukarram 
Jah Ansari on Thursday said that 
Pakistan Customs foiled a number 
of dollar smuggling bids in the cur-
rent year which amount to $5 mil-
lions. Pakistan Customs has taken 
several measures in the last six 
months to stop dollar smuggling 
at Pak-Afghanistan borders includ-
ing Chaman border and airports, 
Ansari told APP here. He said that 
according to the government’s pol-
icy of carrying dollars abroad, the 
individual limit was $10,000 dol-
lars per visit, which was reduced to 
$5,000 and $30,000 per year for any 
individual. He said that still the lim-
it of taking dollars from Pakistan 
to Afghanistan is $1,000 dollars 
one-way, which goes up to $6,000 
dollars annually. Mukarram said 
that the electric trade data agree-
ment between Pakistan and China 
is likely to be finalized in the next 

two months. “This exchange of real 
data between Pakistan and China 
will promote mutual trade between 
the two countries and help in end-
ing smuggling and under-invoicing 
between them.” He added that the 
use of virtual assessment and new 
technology will help in document-
ing the regional trade and it will 
also be beneficial for the economy 
of Pakistan. He said that during the 
recent visit of the President of Ta-
jikistan, an agreement was signed 
between Pakistan and Tajikistan 
on the exchange of electric trade 
data. After this agreement mutual 
trade between Pakistan and Tajik-
istan will be documented. He said 
that for the promotion of region-
al trade, a similar agreement with 
Iran and Kazakhstan is likely to be 
signed with Pakistan in the next 
few months, which increases the 
possibility of documenting the re-
gional economy. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The current democratic 
government has helped the Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP) in the last six months to de-
velop and adopt technological solutions 
to enhance road safety. Talking to the 
APP Spokesperson of NHMP, Shabbir 
said that NHMP has been equipped 
with body-worn cameras, rescue cut-
ters, wireless equipment, FM stations, 
generators, and solar systems. He said 
with the support of the government, 
NHMP has installed drone cameras, 
and spotters, and installed variable 
sign boards that inform drivers about 
overspeeding, fog, and other safety 
measures. He said that the key objec-

tive of technological enhancement was 
to provide a safe and secure driving 
environment by promoting safety and 
security on roads through effective en-
forcement. He said NHMP aims to help 
road users while observing the highest 
level of courtesy, integrity, and profes-
sionalism. He said that the efficiency of 
the department has increased with the 
purchase of night surveillance devices, 
cameras, wireless devices, and docking 
stations. He said that a National Driv-
ing License Repository has been set up 
which has centralized the records of 
over 9 million licenses from all prov-
inces which has helped in identifying 
duplicate documents. (APP)

ANF seizes huge 
quantities of drugs

Walk about smog held

M-4 Motorway closed 
due to intense fog

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotic 
Force (ANF) has recovered a huge 
quantity of drugs during a nation-
wide crackdown against smugglers 
of contraband items. According to 
a spokesperson, ANF recovered 53 
capsules filled with heroin from the 
stomach of the accused who was 
traveling to Sharjah from Islamabad 
International Airport on flight No. 
PA-212. In another operation, the 
force seized over 1 kg of meth ice 
from the trolley bag of the accused 
who was going to Bahrain from 
Faisalabad Airport on Flight No. 
FZ 372. The ANF recovered about 
1604 liters of banned chemicals in 
2 separate operations near Chaman 
Bypass. In an operation near Ha-
zar Ganji Chowk Quetta, the force 
seized about 50 kg of hashish from 
the bus. The drugs were hidden on 
the roof of the bus.(APP)

SIALKOT: An awareness walk was 
held regarding the preventive mea-
sures to avoid the harmful effects 
of smog at Government Allama 
Iqbal Memorial Teaching Hospi-
tal (AIMTH) Sialkot on Thursday. 
Doctors and paramedical staff of 
Teaching Hospital participated in 
the walk. On the occasion,medical 
experts said that smog had bad ef-
fects on human health.It not only 
causes lung diseases but pneumo-
nia.The polluted air caused severe 
eye infections. They suggested citi-
zens should wear glasses along with 
masks to remain healthy.People 
should consult their physicians in 
case of respiratory problems or eye 
allergies.(APP)

MULTAN: All kind of traffic at mo-
torway M-4 of Multan-Khanewal- 
Abdul Hakeem section was restrict-
ed following high concentration of 
smog hovering in the air. According 
to spokesman of Motorway Police 
the temporary closure was made fol-
lowing zero visibility in the air. Driv-
ers are requested to adopt alternative 
routes to avoid mishap. Furthermore, 
it was instructed to dial number at 
130 for any official assistance re-
quired during driving in intense situ-
ation. Mobile application titled Ham-
safar is advised to be used for finding 
exact location to reach out the des-
tination. Citizens are requested not 
to move for unnecessary journey 
besides keeping vehicles’ headlights 
dim in the wake of heavy fog. The 
drivers are asked to keep fog lights 
of vehicles on together with using 
double indicators in entire duration 
of journey on roads or highways.Vi-
pers should be activated continually 
with distance behind front vehicle in-
creased to avoid clash, concluded the 
statement.(APP)

OGDCL carries out 221 Line-km 2D seismic surveys  
in 1st quarter of FY 2022-23

IOM conducts survey on human trafficking and illegal migrants
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Political instability, discontinuation of policies reasons  
for continued failures: Ahsan

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development and Special 
Initiatives, Professor Ahsan Iqbal 
here on Wednesday said that polit-
ical instability and continuation of 
policies were the reasons behind the 
failures the country had been facing 
for the last 75 years. Speaking at an 
event at “Graduation of NSTP Hatch 
8 Pre-Incubation Programme Cohort 
3 at National Science and Technology 
Park (NSTP)”, the minister highlight-
ed that there was no lack of plan-
ning, honesty, capacity and governs, 
however we need political stability. 
He said, countries including Bangla-

desh, India, Japan, China, Singapore, 
South Korea and several others were 
successful because of political stabil-
ity and continuation of policies. The 
minister said that the youth of the 
country could prove an asset to the 
country if provided proper environ-
ment and direction. He said that it’s 
an honor to see the future of Pakistan 
in safe hands adding that our youth 
was the future of Pakistan. The min-
ister said that the government’s top 
priority was to provide the best op-
portunity to the youth including train-
ing, education and experiences which 
could lead the country on the path of 

development. Ahsan said that in 2017, 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) became a game-changer and 
changed the perception of Pakistan, 
from a safe haven for the terrorist 
network to a safe haven for billions 
of Dollars of Chinese investment and 
the world saw Pakistan as an Invest-
ment destination. he said, the PMLN 
had enhanced Public Sector Devel-
opment Funding from just Rs340 to 
RS1000 billion in 2013, and initiat-
ed new electricity projects of 11,000 
mega watt in four years, making the 
country load-shedding free in 2018.
(APP)

Shazia Marri expresses grief over demise of 
President PFUJ’s father

22nd death anniversary of ‘Malika-e-Tarannum’ 
to be observed on Friday

Sindh CM directs action against banned outfits, 
street criminals

Police arrest three POs wanted in murder case

AIOU organizes Christmas event to promote 
religious harmony in country

Establishment of Innovative Learning Centres in 
GB soon; Chief Secretary

PBM’s projects for social protection,  
poor empowerment in full swing

NUMS, South Korean Research Center agree to set 
up preventive vaccines production unit in Pakistan

Tank administration holds open court  
for resolving revenue-related issues

Amir Zulfiqar appointed IG Punjab

Govt speedily working on resolving issues of 
overseas Pakistanis :Minister

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Poverty Alleviation and Social 
Safety, Shazia Marri on Thursday 
expressed deep grief over the sad 
demise of the father of President Pa-
kistan Federal Union of Journalists 
(PFUJ) and senior journalist, GM Ja-
mali. In her condolence message, the 

federal minister expressed heartfelt 
sympathies to the bereaved family 
members for their irreparable loss. 
She prayed to Almighty Allah to rest 
the departed soul in eternal peace 
and grant patience to the family of 
the deceased to bear this loss with 
fortitude. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The 22nd death an-
niversary of ‘Malika-e-Tarannum’ 
[Queen of Melody] Madam Noor Je-
han will be observed on December 23 
(Friday) to remember her valuable 
contribution to the music industry. 
Known as one of the most melodi-
ous voices of South Asia, Noor Jehan 
ruled the Pakistani film and music 
industry for decades and sang thou-
sands of songs and Ghazals in Urdu, 
Sindhi and Punjabi and was given the 
honorific title of Malika-e-Tarannum. 
Besides playback and ghazals sing-
ing, the queen of melody also proved 
her talent in the field of acting across 
the border. “Malika-e-Tarannum was 
a legendary artist of the sub-con-
tinent who had a unique and melo-

dious voice, which still touches the 
hearts and souls of listeners,” noted 
musician Salman Adil said while 
sharing his views about the Queen 
of Melody. He said that the unique 
voice of Noor Jehan transcended all 
the social, geographical and cultural 
barriers and was widely admired by 
music lovers across the globe. Noor 
Jehan with her unique range of voice 
changed the trend of music due to 
which she was given huge respect 
and admiration by the music fans. 
She was a hardworking artist who 
represented a very strong and im-
pressive image of Pakistani women 
to the world and thousands of her 
students and followers are carrying 
forward her legacy. (APP)

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah presiding over 
a meeting on law and order has di-
rected law enforcement agencies to 
speed up targeted operations against 
the terrorists and comb out street 
criminals from the city through their 
coordinated efforts. The meeting was 
held here at CM House on Thursday 
and was attended by Chief Secre-
tary Sohail Rajput, DG Ranger Ma-
jor General Azhar Waqas, IG Police 
Ghulam Nabi Memon, PSCM Fayaz 
Jatoi, Adl IG CTD Imran Yakoob, Adl 
IG Special Branch Khadim Rind and 
provincial heads of intelligence agen-
cies. The chief minister in his open-
ing remarks pointed out two threats, 
terrorist outfits, and street criminals. 

He added that the banned outfits 
pose a standing threat, therefore an 
effective and intelligence-based op-
eration must be started against them. 
Syed Murad Ali Shah said that the 
street criminals have created unrest 
among the citizens of Karachi, and 
their number was not so high that 
they could not be crushed. “I want 
the police and Rangers to work out 
a plan to launch an operation against 
them (street criminals) and ensure 
deployment of their forces at the 
hot spots which are very much iden-
tified,” he said. The chief minister 
was told that the banned outfits were 
not strong in the province, however, 
strict vigilance of their movement 
would be intensified. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Police 
here on Thursday arrested three 
proclaimed offenders (POs) wanted 
in a murder case registered in Gujar 
Khan police station. According to a 
police spokesman, police managed 
to arrest three POs namely Ali Qa-
dar, Zain and Waqas, three accused 
wanted in a murder case registered 
in Gujar Khan police station. The 
accused were allegedly involved in 
kidnapping, torture and murder case 
of a shopkeeper namely Muhammad 
Shabbir who had been killed over a 
petty dispute nearly one month ago. 

Gujar Khan police on the application 
of the victim’s brother registered a 
case and managed to net the POs 
wanted in the case. He said that 
Rawalpindi district police were tak-
ing stern action in accordance with 
the law against the lawbreakers, 
adding, the operations would con-
tinue and all the POs would be sent 
behind the bars. Superintendent of 
Police Saddar Muhammad Nabeel 
Khokhar directed the police officers 
to accelerate ongoing operations 
against POs and most wanted crim-
inals. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A magnificent event 
was arranged here at Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU) to show soli-
darity with the University’s Christian 
employees which was presided over 
by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Na-
sir Mahmood. The event was large-
ly attended by Christian employees 
and their family members. Principal 
Officers were also present on the 
occasion. In the ceremony, Christ-
mas cake was cut. On this occasion, 
the Christian community expressed 
good wishes for the development 
and prosperity of the country. Pas-
tor Obaid Sadiq of Rawalpindi read 
selected verses from the Bible, in 
his speech, he emphasized interfaith 
harmony, national security, as well as 
human well-being on a global scale. 

Speaking at the ceremony, Prof. Dr. 
Nasir Mahmood emphasized the 
need of making collective efforts to 
promote and strengthen religious 
tolerance, peace, and harmony in the 
country. He added that all prophets 
have taught love, tolerance, forgive-
ness, and justice. Furthermore, the 
Constitution of Pakistan grants reli-
gious freedom to all minorities, and 
they are free to follow and practice 
their religious beliefs and teachings 
as citizens of Pakistan. He concluded 
his address by asserting that cooper-
ation and collaboration are required 
for further progress and develop-
ment of the university and that AIOU 
does not discriminate between its 
staff and workers based on color and 
creed. (APP)

GILGIT: A leading national edu-tech 
organisation ‘Knowledge Platform’, 
working on the development of inno-
vative learning content, has given a 
detailed presentation to the Chief Sec-
retary Gilgit-Baltistan, Mr. Mohi Uddin 
Ahmad Wani, today in Islamabad. The 
team led by Mr. Mehmood briefed the 
Chief Secretary on different aspects 
of innovative learning ideas and how 
to impart them with the aim to de-

velop different skill sets in students 
through games, constructive learning, 
problem-solving, critical thinking and 
other innovative methods. He said 
learning games are the books of 21st 
century and today’s learning is based 
on the philosophy of learning through 
doing. The team has shown interest to 
work in Gilgit-Baltistan augmenting 
the education sector to impart innova-
tive content. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Bait-ul-
Mal (PBM) has launched numerous 
projects across the country for so-
cial protection aimed to improve the 
lifestyle and livelihood opportunities 
for the poor and marginalized seg-
ment of society. Talking to APP, an 
official of Bait-ul-Mal said that almost 
163 Women Empowerment Centers 
(WECs) were established in the coun-
try with the objective to make widows 
and orphan girls self-reliant and pro-
vide them financial security to change 
their living standards. The PBM was 

imparting training through these cen-
ters to enhance the skills and efficien-
cy of the beneficiaries. He said the 
PBM had taken initiatives and estab-
lished some 159 Schools for Rehabili-
tation of Child Labor (SRCLs) all over 
the country to pull out the children 
from being unskilled labour and ed-
ucate them for future challenges. In 
these schools, the children involved 
in Child Labor were being enrolled 
and given free education, books and 
other study material up to Primary 
level, he added. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: National University 
of Medical Sciences (NUMS) and 
South Korean biopharmaceutical 
company Research and Develop-
ment of Eyegene Inc have agreed in 
principle on setting up preventive 
vaccines production units in Paki-
stan on the basis of Public Private 
Partnership to further enhance coop-
eration between the two institutions. 
This understanding was reached 
during a meeting of Vice Chancellor 
NUMS Lt Gen Wasim Alamgir HI(M) 
with Dr Seo-Hyun Kim,Head of R&D 
Center of Eyegene Inc and their 
teams, in South Korea, said a mes-
sage received from Seoul here on 
Thursday. The Vice-Chancellor also 
visited the R&D center and was giv-
en a detailed briefing by Professor 
Dr H. Christian Hong Chief Scien-
tific Officer Renhain Therapeutics. 
He met scientists and researchers 
working on the development of 
mRNA and other vaccines at the 

center. Both sides also identified oth-
er potential areas of collaboration in-
cluding conduct of clinical trials for 
various therapeutic vaccines for the 
mutual benefit of the two countries, 
said the message. Earlier NUMS 
also entered into collaboration with 
the South Korean International Vac-
cine Institute (IVI) and the school of 
Medicine Gachon University to col-
laborate in indigenous development 
of vaccines through transfer of tech-
nology and by building capacity of 
Pakistani scientists. Lt Gen Wasim 
Alamgir during his visit to South Ko-
rea held separate meetings with Di-
rector General of International Vac-
cine Institute (IVI) South Korea Dr 
Jerome H. Kim and with Kee-Jong 
Hong PhD, Director General and 
Prof. School of Medicine of Gachon 
University, an understanding was 
reached for collaboration in this re-
gard, said a message received here 
from Seoul on Thursday. (APP)

TANK: The district administration 
held an open court for resolving 
problems of people pertaining to the 
Revenue department. The “Revenue 
Darbar” was held at the Tehsil Build-
ing wherein Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) General Tanvir 
Khan, Assistant Commissioner Tank 
Amin Ullah, Additional Assistant 
Commissioner Jamshad Alam Khan, 
Additional Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue Shohab Khan and revenue 
officials were present. The ADC said 
that the forum was being held in line 
with directives of the provincial gov-
ernment to address problems of peo-
ple at their doorsteps. A large num-

ber of people attended the Darbar 
wherein they raised several issues 
pertaining to the revenue depart-
ment including land transfers, Fard, 
registry, domicile, and accuracy of 
land documents etc. The ADC direct-
ed the revenue officials to take im-
mediate measures on the resolution 
of problems, which were highlighted 
during the forum. He said that dis-
trict administration was working on 
several fronts to extend relief to peo-
ple by resolving their problems at 
the earliest and added that officials 
concerned of departments had been 
mobilized to further improve service 
delivery. (APP)

LAHORE: The Federal government 
has appointed Muhammad Amir Zu-
lfiqar Khan as Inspector General of 
Police Punjab, said a notification is-
sued on Thursday. He belongs to 19th 
Command of Police Service of Paki-
stan. He was performing his duties 
as Deputy DG Anti-Narcotics Force 
these days. He has also served as IG 

National Highways and Motorway 
Police (NH&MP) and IG Islamabad 
Police. Amir Zulfiqar Khan had also 
been posted as Additional IG Opera-
tions Punjab. He joined Pakistan Po-
lice Service as ASP in 1991. He held 
the posts of DIG OperationsLahore, 
RPO Multan, DIG CTD Punjab, DIG 
Operations CPO Punjab. (APP)

LAHORE: Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Sajid Hussain 
Turi said on Thursday the govern-
ment was speedily working on the 
resolution of overseas Pakistanis’ 
problems. Addressing the ground-
breaking ceremony of the high-rise 
Commercial Building at the OPF 
Housing Scheme Phase-1 Khay-
aban-e-Jinnah here, he said that it 
was right of the overseas Pakistanis 
to be adjusted in new projects. He 
said the staff of the ministry listen 
to the calls of overseas Pakistanis 
even in the late night to resolve 
their problems. He said a summa-

ry had been approved to constitute 
special courts for the resolution 
of overseas Pakistanis’ problems, 
adding the government wanted to 
resolve these issues in 6 months. 
The minister said that special op-
portunities of investment in the 
OPF schemes were being provided 
to the overseas Pakistanis, adding 
that educational issues of the over-
seas Pakistanis were also being re-
solved and they would be provided 
with the scholarships through the 
Higher Education Commission. He 
said the development work in the 
OPF schemes would be completed 
in January 2023. (APP)

Women can file writ peti-
tions to dissolve nikah on 

mistreatment: SC

Pakistan, Indonesia sign 
$1mln grant agreement on 
humanitarian assistance

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan on Thursday validated the right of 
women for dissolving their nikah (mar-
riage) on the grounds of mistreatment 
by their husbands. The top court issued 
this order on a writ petition of a woman 
regarding the dissolution of marriage on 
the basis of ill-treatment by her husband. 
The court upheld the decision of a fami-
ly court to dissolve the nikah of woman 
petitioner, Tayyaba Ambreen, on the 
basis of mistreatment by her husband, 
Shafqat Kayani.  Turning down the deci-
sion of the appellant court and Peshawar 
High Court, the apex court said that the 
marital relationship between a husband 
and wife was based on trust. The wife 
was authorized to file a writ petition to 
dissolve her nikah on the basis of mental 
and physical torture by her husband, the 
court said. The court said that husband’s 
stance against his wife for not fulfilling 
the marital rights could be an attempt 
to avoid payment of haq-e-mahr (dower 
given as a mark of respect to wife). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: On behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) signed 
the grant agreement amounting to US$ 
1 million with the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia for addressing 
the impact of severe floods in Pakistan. 
NDMA Chairman Lt Gen Inam Haid-
er Malik and Indonesian Ambassador 
Adam Mulawarman Tugio signed the 
document, a news release said.This grant 
shall be utilized in the recovery and reha-
bilitation of the most vulnerable popula-
tion to meet the basic need of food, nu-
trition, and shelter in the aftermath of the 
2022 Pakistan Floods. A portion of the 
grant could be employed for resilience 
and disaster preparedness interventions 
in Pakistan. The NDMA Chairman ex-
pressed his gratitude to the government 
and people of Indonesia for showing soli-
darity and extending humanitarian relief 
assistance for flood affectees in Pakistan. 
He urged to invest in building the capaci-
ty of emergency response and prepared-
ness through sharing experience and 
collaborated training programmes for 
disaster management regimes. He also 
conveyed his deepest condolences for 
the losses during the recent earthquake 
in Indonesia and wished for the earliest 
recovery. (APP)

CCP takes notice of mo-
bile applications offering 

micro personal lones
ISLAMABAD: The Competition 
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has 
taken notice of the various emerging 
concerns regarding mobile applica-
tions on Google Playstore offering 
nano/micro personal loans to vul-
nerable customers, mostly belonging 
to the lower to middle income class 
customers. After a news report, a 
preliminary probe was conducted, 
and it was noted that a number of 
mobile applications on Google Play-
store were offering nano-loans with-
out fulfilling the legal requirements 
of Non-Banking Micro Finance Com-
panies’ (NBMFC’s) law, said a press 
release issued here.  (APP)
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US ban on ‘Made in Hong Kong’ label breaches trade rules: WTO

Crypto firm Binance endures wild weeks in wake of FTX collapse

France fines Microsoft 60 million euros over advertising cookies

Fast-thawing China-Australia ties raise hopes for trade easing

Fired Twitter manager sues over cancellation of stock options

US, China, UK remained top three destinations of Pakistani exports in 5 months

Rupee extends loss against dollar

Pakistan would need another IMF programme post elections

WASHINGTON: The United States is 
flouting international trade rules by 
labeling imports from Hong Kong as 
those from China, the World Trade 
Organization ruled Wednesday, an 
outcome that Washington rejects. The 
WTO ruling addressed a decision un-
der former president Donald Trump s 
administration after Beijing imposed 
a sweeping security law on the finan-
cial hub in 2020 to stamp out dissent. 
Trump retaliated by removing special 
trading privileges for the city and US 

customs authorities later said goods 
produced there could no longer be 
stamped “Made in Hong Kong”, spark-
ing the complaint. Hong Kong argued 
that such a move ignored its status as 
a separate member of the WTO, violat-
ing trade rules. On Wednesday, a panel 
set up by the WTO s dispute settlement 
body said that the origin marking re-
quirement was “not justified” under 
global trade rules. It added that the US 
“has not demonstrated that the situa-
tion at issue constitutes an emergency 

in international relations”. The US s 
labeling requirement also gives Hong 
Kong products “less favorable” treat-
ment than others, the panel said, add-
ing that goods of other countries bear 
their own name rather than that of 
another WTO member. The outcome 
drew a sharp rebuke from Washing-
ton Wednesday, with US Trade Repre-
sentative spokesperson Adam Hodge 
saying the country “strongly rejects 
the flawed interpretation and conclu-
sions” of the panel report. (Agencies)

PARIS: Even by the extreme stan-
dards of cryptocurrency trading, the 
past few weeks have been a wild ride 
for Binance, the world’s biggest ex-
change for crypto assets. After the 
collapse of its rival FTX in a hail of 
allegations of fraud and criminality 
last month, trust in the entire sec-
tor has crumbled. Customers pulled 
more than $3 billion from Binance 
in a single day last week as part of a 
three-day frenzy that saw more than 

$6 billion withdrawn.  report, abrupt-
ly halted work with all crypto firms 
because of “public misunderstand-
ing” of what they were providing. 
A “proof of reserves” report is not a 
full audit and gives no information 
about liabilities. Media reports sug-
gested US prosecutors were still 
weighing up money-laundering and 
sanctions-busting charges against the 
company and possibly its co-founder 
and CEO Changpeng Zhao. The firm 

has refused to comment on the inqui-
ry. The stakes could not be higher. “It 
is absolutely vital that Binance sur-
vives,” said Dan Ashmore, an analyst 
at Invezz crypto investment firm. “Any 
sort of demise would be a devastating 
blow for crypto, and would likely pull 
a massive chunk of the industry down 
with it.” For Leigh Drogen of Starkill-
er Capital, it would be “armageddon” 
for short-term crypto asset prices if 
Binance collapsed. (Agencies)

PARIS: France’s privacy watchdog 
said Thursday it has fined US tech 
giant microsoft 60 million Euros 
($64 million) for foisting advertising 
cookies on users. In the largest fine 
imposed in 2022, the National Com-
mission for Technology and Free-
doms (CNIL) said Microsoft’s search 
engine Bing had not set up a system 
allowing users to refuse cookies as 
simply as accepting them. The French 

regulator said that after investigations 
it found that “when users visited this 
site, cookies were deposited on their 
terminal without their consent, while 
these cookies were used, among 
others, for advertising purposes.” It 
also “observed that there was no but-
ton allowing to refuse the deposit of 
cookies as easily as accepting it. “ The 
CNIL said the fine was justified in 
part because of the profits the compa-

ny made from advertising profits in-
directly generated from the data col-
lected via cookies -- tiny data files that 
track online browsing. The company 
has been given three months to rec-
tify the issue, with a potential further 
penalty of 60,000 euros per day over-
due. Last year the CNIL said it would 
carry out a year of checks against 
sites not following the rules on using 
web cookies. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australian foreign minister 
Penny Wong’s visit to Beijing this week 
cemented a surprisingly fast thaw in 
diplomatic relations with China, al-
though it remains to be seen whether 
the summit will result in a loosening of 
trade barriers thrown up during their 
recent feud.Strolling through a frig-
id Beijing park on Wednesday, Wong 
responded to a reporter’s question 
on the state of ties by noting “the ice 
thaws but slowly”. Still, the fact she 
spoke those words ahead of a meeting 

in the Chinese capital highlights the 
changed atmosphere since the Labor 
government won office in May. Her 
ministerial predecessors in Australia’s 
former conservative coalition govern-
ment couldn’t get Chinese officials to 
take their calls, let alone meet for talks 
in Beijing. Wong’s visit was the first by 
a minister in almost four years, even 
as China remains Australia’s biggest 
trading partner. Her visit, coming on 
the back of Xi Jinping’s first in-person 
summit with US president Joe Biden 

in Bali, Indonesia, last month, has led 
to speculation that the Chinese pres-
ident is trying to repair ties with the 
West and move back to a lower-key 
diplomatic strategy. Xi has also sought 
to improve links with leaders of top 
US allies, including Japanese premier 
Fumio Kishida and Australian leader 
Anthony Albanese. Yun Jiang, China 
Matters Fellow at the Australian Insti-
tute of International Affairs, said she 
had been surprised at the speed of the 
rapprochement. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: A former Twitter Inc 
manager fired as part of billionaire 
Elon Musk’s revamping of the social 
media platform after he bought it 
earlier this year claims the compa-
ny improperly cancelled some stock 
options he had. John Barnett, whose 
Chroma Labs start-up was bought by 
Twitter, argues the company violat-
ed a restricted-stock agreement he 
got in the Chroma buyout, accord-
ing to a Delaware Chancery Court 
lawsuit unsealed Wednesday. Bar-
nett, a staff-product manager, was 

terminated by email in November 
after expressing support for other 
colleagues fired in Musk’s efforts to 
cut costs. He claims Twitter is losing 
US$4 million per day. The lawsuit 
was originally filed Dec 16. “Twitter 

wrongfully cancelled Barnett’s” op-
tions in violation of the pact linked 
to the Chroma deal, “which caused 
Barnett to suffer, and continue to 
suffer, irreparable harm”, according 
to the 23-page complaint. Twitter 
officials didn’t immediately return 
an email for comment sent Wednes-
day after regular business hours. 
The suit is among a number of legal 
actions taken by former Twitter em-
ployees who were fired after Musk 
took over the company in October. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The United States 
(US) remained the top export desti-
nation of Pakistani products during 
the first five months of the current 
fiscal year (2022-23), followed by 
China and the United Kingdom (UK). 
Total exports to the US from Ju-
ly-November (2022-23) were record-
ed at US$ 2604.966 million against 
the exports of US$ 2682.332 million 
during July-November (2021-22), 
showing decline of 2.88 percent, ac-
cording to the State Bank of Pakistan 

(SBP). This was followed by the Chi-
na, wherein Pakistan exported goods 
worth US$ 877.444 million against 
the exports of US$ 1016.380 million 
last year, showing a decrease of 13.66 
percent. UK was the third top export 
destination, where Pakistan export-
ed goods worth US$ 846.999 million 
during the months under review 
against the exports of US$ 944.335 
million during last year, showing a 
decline of 10.30 percent, SBP data 
revealed. Among other countries, 

Pakistani exports to Germany stood 
at US$ 744.938 million against US$ 
691.247 million last year, showing an 
increase of 7.76 percent while the ex-
ports to UAE were recorded at US$ 
614.916 million against US$ 691.247 
million last year. During July-Novem-
ber (2022-23), the exports to Holland 
were recorded at US$ 622.999 mil-
lion against US$ 544.654 million 
whereas the exports to Afghanistan 
stood at US$ 213.282 million against 
US$207.407 million. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The exchange rate of 
the Pakistan rupee depreciated by 02 
paisa against the US dollar in the inter-
bank trading on Thursday and closed 
at Rs 225.42 against the previous day’s 
closing of Rs 225.40. According to the 
Forex Association of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates of dollar 

in the open market were recorded at 
Rs 232.4 and Rs 234.7 respectively. 
The price of the euro was increased 
by 27 paisa and closed at Rs 239.78 
against the previous day’s closing of 
Rs 239.51, according to State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP). The Japanese Yen lost 
one paisa to close at Rs1.70, whereas 

a decrease of 87 paisa was witnessed 
in the exchange rate of the British 
Pound, which was traded at Rs 273.06 
as compared to its last closing of Rs 
273.93. The exchange rates of the 
Emirates Dirham and Saudi Riyal re-
mained unchanged to close at Rs 61.38 
and Rs 59.93 respectively. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan would require 
another bailout programme with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
address its long-term structural issues 
and external financing needs, a prom-
inent brokerage house said in a report 
published on Thursday. Arif Habib 
Limited (AHL), in its report titled ‘Pa-
kistan Economy: IMF is here for the 
long haul’, said with repayment obli-

gations of $75 billion during FY24-26, 
the external account remains in a tight 
spot. “The government estimates dis-
bursements of $103 billion during the 
next three years to finance the repay-
ments and the Current Account Defi-
cit using a combination of bilateral, 
private debt, and multilateral flows,” it 
said. “Unlocking these flows, however, 
requires Pakistan to stay engaged with 

the IMF for the long term. “We expect 
Pakistan to complete the current pro-
gramme with another programme 
post General Elections (2H2023).” The 
brokerage house said the IMF’s Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF) program, 
which has lately fallen off track amid 
delays in the completion of the 9th 
review, would be back on track in the 
first quarter of 2023. (Agencies)

Asian markets enjoy some much-needed 
festive cheer

Tokyo shares close higher

European and US stocks rise as yen 
steadies after surge

Turkey to hike minimum wage  
54.5 percent in 2023

Brazil’s tax revenue hits record high

Pak forex decrease by $584 mn to $12 bn

Shanghai’s trade with Italy hits 14 bln USD

HONG KONG: Asian markets ex-
tended a Wall Street advance into 
Thursday as forecast-busting US 
earnings and consumer confidence 
data tempered worries about a deep 
recession. With dust settling after 
the Bank of Japan’s surprise shift 
from ultra-loose monetary policy, 
investors embarked on a mini Santa 
rally ahead of the Christmas break, 
while the yen stabilised following its 
biggest jump in 24 years. The global 
gains came after hefty selling since 
the Federal Reserve and European 
Central Bank last week signalled 
they would likely lift interest rates 
higher than expected to fight de-
cades-high inflation. Investors, look-
ing for some good news, pounced 

on a survey showing consumer con-
fidence in the US economy jumped 
in December more than estimated 
-- to the highest since April -- as in-
flation showed signs of easing and 
energy prices cooled. That came 
along with better-than-expected 
earnings from Nike and delivery gi-
ant FedEx. Nike, which has been hit 
by supply-chain snarls, also provid-
ed a shot in the arm for the future 
by saying the most difficult supply 
excesses were “behind us” and that 
inventories were at their lowest lev-
els in four quarters. All three main 
indexes on Wall Street ended more 
than one percent higher, while Eu-
ropean equities also barrelled along.  
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Tokyo shares closed higher 
Thursday, snapping a five-day los-
ing streak, after Wall Street gains 
on strong data and earnings, and 
a steadying of the yen. The bench-
mark Nikkei 225 index climbed 0.46 
percent, or 120.15 points, to end at 
26,507.87, while the broader Topix 
index rose 0.78 percent, or 14.85 
points, at 1,908.17. The yen stead-
ied after its biggest daily gain ver-
sus the dollar in 24 years, following 
a surprise Bank of Japan adjust-
ment to monetary policy. The dollar 
fetched 131.84 yen in Asian trade, 
against 132.38 yen in New York on 

Wednesday. Overnight, Wall Street 
stocks jumped following a surpris-
ingly strong consumer confidence 
report and Nike results that topped 
estimates. The closely watched US 
consumer confidence index jumped 
more than expected to 108.3 this 
month, markedly higher than No-
vember’s figure. “Asian stocks picked 
up where the US market left off, with 
technology and property companies 
leading the charge after a profusion 
of comments from regulators on sup-
porting broader markets,” Stephen 
Innes of SPI Asset Management said 
in a note.(Agencies)

NEW YORK: European and US 
stocks traded firmly higher Wednes-
day, lifted by US company earnings 
reports and cheerier consumer con-
fidence data. The yen steadied af-
ter its biggest daily gain versus the 
dollar in 24 years, following a shock 
Bank of Japan tweak to monetary 
policy. In Europe, Paris led the way, 
closing two percent up, followed by 
London at 1.7 percent and Frank-
furt at 1.5 percent. Major indices in 
New York finished about 1.5 per-
cent higher. Equity markets often 
experience a so-called Santa rally, 
when prices rise during thin year-

end trading dominated by small in-
vestors in a festive mood. “The stock 
market was primed to jump on any 
whiff of news that was better than 
feared, better than expected, or 
simply good,” said Patrick O’Hare 
of Briefing.com. “That’s what it is 
doing this morning, enthused by 
the possibility that Nike and FedEx 
might be snow plows clearing the 
path for a year-end... rally effort,” 
he said. Consumer confidence in the 
US economy jumped in December, 
as inflation expectations dipped and 
gas prices cooled, survey data also 
showed.(Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkey is raising the 
minimum wage by 54.5% as of Jan. 
1, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
announced on Thursday. The net 
minimum wage for single people 
will be 8,500 Turkish liras ($455) a 
month, up from 5,500 liras a month 

($295), the president said. Accord-
ing to the latest data from the Turk-
ish Statistical Institute (TurkStat), 
Turkey’s annual consumer infla-
tion rate was 84.39% in Novem-
ber, down from 85.51% in October.
(Agencies)

BRASILIA: Brazil’s tax revenue 
reached over 2 trillion reals (about 
385 billion U.S. Dollars) in the 
11-month period from January to No-
vember 2022, a record high since re-
cord keeping began in 1995, accord-
ing to data released Wednesday by 
the Federal Revenue Secretariat. The 
figure is 8.8 percent higher compared 
to the same period last year, showing 
real growth in all months compared 

to 2021. In November alone, Brazil 
collected more than 172 billion reals 
(about 33 billion dollars) in taxes, 
the highest monthly collection since 
2013 and a real increase (adjusted 
for inflation) of 3.25 percent year on 
year. Claudemir Malaquias, head of 
the secretariat’s Tax and Customs 
Study Center, told local media that 
2023 might also see an unexpected 
increase in revenue.(Agencies)

KARACHI: Total liquid foreign re-
serves of the country stand at $ 12 
billion, says State Bank of Pakistan. 
SBP’s weekly statement issued here 
on Thursday said that on Dec. 16, 
the foreign reserves holding with 
State Bank were $  6,116.2 million. 

The net foreign reserves with com-
mercial banks amounted to $ 5,883.9 
million. 
During the week ending on Dec. 16, 
SBP’s reserves decreased by $ 584 
million to $ 6,116.2 million due to ex-
ternal debt repayment. (APP)

SHANGHAI: Imports and exports be-
tween Shanghai and Italy saw a 3.2 per-
cent year-on-year increase to reach 99.31 
billion Yuan (about 14.25 billion U.S. 
Dollars) in the first 11 months this year, 
data from Shanghai customs showed. 
This makes Italy surpass France and be-
come Shanghai’s second-largest trading 
partner in the European Union (EU).  

At present, Germany continues to be 
Shanghai’s largest trading partner 
among other EU countries. From Janu-
ary to November, the foreign trade vol-
ume between Shanghai and Germany 
exceeded 232 billion yuan, accounting 
for about one-third of the city’s total im-
ports and exports to the EU, said Shang-
hai customs. (Agencies)
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DHAKA: Mominul Haque scored a 
fifty but India halted Bangladesh’s 
progress with regular strikes on the 
opening day of the second Test in 
Dhaka on Thursday. Jaydev Unadkat 
and Ravichandran Ashwin picked up 
two wickets each and Umesh Yadav 
claimed another as India restricted 
Bangladesh to 184-5 at tea after the 
hosts elected to bat. Mominul was 
unbeaten on 65, his 16th Test fifty 
but the first in seven Tests, along-
side Mehidy Hasan on four not out 
at the break. Bangladesh resumed 
the post-lunch session on 82-2, but 
on the first ball skipper Shakib Al 
Hasan spooned a catch to Chetesh-
war Pujara at mid-off off Yadav for 
16. Mushfiqur Rahim played some 
aggressive shots, including three 
successive fours off Ashwin before 
Unadkat forced him into giving a 
catch to wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant. 
Mushfiqur, who shared a 50-run part-

nership with Mominul for the fourth 
wicket, departed for 26. Liton Das 
too paid the price for his aggression, 
lofting a catch to KL Rahul at short 
mid-wicket off Ashwin for 25. Earlier 
in the morning, Unadkat, playing just 
his second Test in 12 years, broke the 
39-run opening stand with his maid-
en Test wicket. He dismissed opener 
Zakir Hasan, who got a top edge that 
flew to stand-in India skipper Rahul 
at slip, departing for 15. Ashwin had 
Najmul Hossain for 24 in the next 
over after the left-hander offered no 
shot to a ball that pitched outside off-
stump and was judged leg-before. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: Jofra Archer was recalled 
by England for the first time in over 
a year after being named Thursday 
in a 14-strong squad for an upcom-
ing three-match one-day interna-
tional series in South Africa. Sus-
sex fast bowler Archer was one of 
the stars of England’s 2019 50-over 
World Cup triumph but his career 
has since been blighted by elbow 
and back injuries. The 27-year-old 
Barbados-born quick last played for 
England in a Twenty20 internation-
al against India at Ahmedabad in 
March 2021, but it is more than two 
years since the most recent of his 13 

ODIs. But having missed the whole 
of the 2022 English season through 
injury, Archer played for the sec-
ond-string England Lions in a warm-
up match against the Test side in 
Abu Dhabi last month ahead of their 
3-0 whitewash of Pakistan. Just six 
balls into the practice match, Archer 
hit Zak Crawley on the helmet with 
a bouncer. An England and Wales 
Cricket Board statement issued 
Thursday said Archer was “recover-
ing well from an elbow injury and is 
expected to return to international 
cricket in South Africa next month”. 
(Agencies)

LAHORE: Chairman, management 
committee, Pakistan Cricket Board, 
Najam Sethi said on Thursday that 
New Zealand’s visit to Pakistan 
was very important and home team 
was selected for it and he could not 
say about bringing in changes in 
the squad. “The team has been an-
nounced, I cannot say anything yet, 
some people are of the opinion that 
the team should also be changed, 

while in the opinion of some peo-
ple, the team should not be changed, 
if the performance is good, then 
there will be no change, he told the 
media after assuming the charge of 
the chairman management commit-
tee of PCB. Upon his arrival at the 
home of cricket, Gadaffi stadium the 
headquarters of PCB, high officials 
received him and greeted him on his 
new appointment. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Try not to say anything that 
might be seen by others as hurtful 
or deliberately obstructive. You may 
need to get tough with someone who 
has let you down but they are more 
likely to get the message if you choose 
your words carefully.
– TAURUS: You would like to be 
friendly with someone who does not 
take life as seriously as you but you 
don’t have the time to play foolish 
games. Let them know you have im-
portant things to do and it might be 
best if they stay out of your way.
– GEMINI: Mars in your birth sign 
makes you hugely assertive but you 
need to recognize that assertive does 
not mean aggressive. Also, today’s 
Sun-Jupiter link urges you to resist 
the temptation to go over the top when 
dealing with partners and colleagues.
– CANCER: There have been times of 
late when it seemed as if everything 
was running away from you but for-
tunately that isn’t the case. It won’t 
be long before you are back on top of 
things, so keep smiling and don’t give 
in to needless worry.
– LEO: Today’s link between the Sun, 
your ruler, and Jupiter in your fellow 
Fire sign of Leo will endow you with 
no end of enthusiasm. There is though 
a danger that you will go too far and 
take on tasks it would have been bet-

ter to avoid.
– VIRGO: At some point today you will 
realize that you have been putting far 
more into a relationship than you have 
been getting out of it. That does not 
mean the relationship must end but it 
does mean you need to renegotiate the 
terms of the union.
– LIBRA: Someone you meet while on 
the move today could have a profound 
effect on the way you look at the world 
and that’s a good thing. Your Libra 
ability to see both sides of a story will 
help you work out what is fact and 
what is fiction.
– SCORPIO: You need to be a bit more 
outgoing socially and now the Sun is 
moving through one of the more open 
areas of your chart that should come 
easily to you. Both personally and pro-
fessionally it’s time to be less defen-
sive when dealing with the world.
– SAGITTARIUS: According to the 
planets there is someone out there 
who resents your success and pop-
ularity. Who that someone is will be 
plain to see over the next 24 hours and 
once you have identified them you 
must make sure they are kept at arm’s 
length.
– CAPRICORN: Be careful what you 
agree to because if you tie yourself 
down to a new responsibility you may 
resent it later on when you find you 
have very little room to maneuver. Say 
“no” to any new proposals today and 
see what tomorrow’s new moon offers 
instead.
– ACQUARIUS: You won’t be short 
of energy and enthusiasm today and 
there is every chance that you will 
make a big breakthrough on the cre-
ative front. When dealing with people 
who question your ability let them 
know their opinions mean nothing to 
you.
– PISCES: JToday’s Sun-Jupiter link 
could make you somewhat frustrated, 
especially when dealing with people 
who don’t possess your skill at joining 
the dots and making sense of the big-
ger picture.
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Olympics chiefs open 
synchronized

swimming to men
Male competitors will be able to take 
part in synchronized swimming, now 
known as artistic swimming, for the 
first time in Olympic history at the 
Paris 2024 Games following a fresh 
ruling. The sport is usually performed 
by teams of eight, and the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) has 
decided that up to two men can be 
on each team moving forward. While 
men have been able to feature in artis-
tic swimming since 2015 at the World 
Championships, it has been a wom-
en-only sport at the Olympics since 
being introduced for the 1984 Los An-
geles games. Among those to welcome 
the decision was Italian swimmer Gi-
orgio Minisini, who won two world 
mixed duet gold medals with Lucrezia 
Ruggiero in June this year.
“Our sport’s evolution towards inclu-
sivity is going on fast forward,” Minis-
ini said. “This decision from the IOC 
and World Aquatics will help us be-
come an example for the whole Olym-
pic movement.” The world’s first-ever 
male world champion in the inaugural 
mixed technical event at the World 
Championships, American Bill May, 
praised the move too. (Agencies)

Arsenal hit nine as Lyon grab last Champions League quarter-final spot

Furuhashi strikes as Celtic go nine points clear

PARIS: Arsenal demolished Zu-
rich 9-1 in the Women’s Champi-
ons League on Wednesday as Lyon 
grabbed the last place in the quar-
ter-finals with a 0-0 draw at Juventus. 
Norwegian international Frida Maa-
num hit a hat-trick for 2007 champi-
ons Arsenal with Caitlin Foord and 
Swedish star Stina Blackstenius both 
claiming two goals apiece. Kim Lit-
tle, with a penalty, and Japan’s Mana 
Iwabuchi completed the rout for Ar-
senal who finished top of Group C 
with 13 points from six games. The 

London side could easily have fin-
ished with double figures, ending 
the game in Switzerland with 36 at-
tempts on goal, 15 of which were on 
target. Defending champions Lyon, 
who have won the continental crown 
on eight occasions, only needed a 
point in Italy to move into the last 
eight. They ended the pool stage two 
points behind Arsenal but crucially 
two ahead of Juventus. However, the 
French side were indebted to goal-
keeper Pauline Peyraud-Magnin who 
pulled off a string of fine saves. Chel-

sea, Paris Saint-Germain, Wolfsburg, 
Roma, Barcelona and Bayern Mu-
nich will make up the last-eight line-
up. Barcelona cemented their place 
as Group D winners with a 6-0 rout of 
Rosengard. Barca finished the group 
stage with 29 goals in six games.  
Asisat Oshoala scored twice before 
a Mapi Leon free-kick made it three 
with the final attempt of the first half. 
Fridolina Rolfo, Marta Torrejon and 
Irene Paredes added further goals 
after the break for the Spaniards. 
(Agencies)

GLASGOW: Kyogo Furuhashi scored 
the winner as Celtic defeated Liv-
ingston 2-1 on Wednesday to restore 
their nine-point lead at the top of the 
Scottish Premiership. The Japan strik-
er was on target at the end of the first 
half after the champions had taken 
the lead at Parkhead through an own 
goal from Ayo Obileye. But first-half 
stoppage time saw Livingston captain 
Nicky Devlin pull a goal back in his 
100th Premiership appearance. Celtic 
dominated the first half but were less 
fluent after the interval, although Liel 

Abada, who set up both their goals, 
had a goal disallowed after a lengthy 
VAR review. The Glasgow giants went 
ahead in the 23rd minute when Aba-
da’s powerful center deflected off Obil-
eye’s knee and flew into the roof of the 
net from six yards out. Furuhashi had 

two shots saved before he doubled 
the lead, the forward getting ahead of 
Obileye to turn in a low cross from Is-
raeli star Abada for his 12th goal of the 
season. Livingston, however, stunned 
the home crowd when, barely 90 sec-
onds later, Devlin, capitalising on hes-
itancy in the Celtic defense, poked the 
ball past former England goalkeeper 
Joe Hart. Former Rangers midfielder 
Stephen Kelly nearly equalised with 
a well-struck volley from 20 yards, his 
shot producing an acrobatic save from 
Hart. (Agencies)

Mominul hits 50 but Indian bowlers dominate 
Bangladesh

England recall Archer for South Africa ODIs

New Zealand tour to Pakistan very important: 
Najam Sethi By Sohail Ali

Semifinals of Lahore Open Polo on Friday
LAHORE: Both the semifinals of the 
Coca-Cola Lahore Open Polo Champi-
onship 2022 will be played tomorrow, 
Friday here at the Lahore Polo Club.
According to President Lahore Polo 
Club Omer Sadiq, total 12 teams have 
featured in this prestigious polo tour-
nament of this polo season. After 
playing challenging and exciting polo 
in the league matches, the top teams 
have made it to the semifinals. He also 

thanked title sponsors Coca-Cola and 
co-sponsors Century Ventures. The first 
semifinal will be played between Dia-
mond Paints/Sheikhoo Steel and Salam 
Polo at 2:00 pm. One of the semifinalist 
teams, Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo Steel 
team consists of Osman Aziz Anwar, 
Mir Huzaifa Ahmed, Omar Asjad Mal-
hi and Nicolas Antinori while another 
semifinalist team, Salam Polo, compris-
es Hamza Ali Hakeem, Hashim Kamal 

Agha, Raja Arslan Najeeb and Nicolas 
Ruiz Guinazu. The second semifinal 
will be competed between FG/Din Polo 
and Diamond Paints at 3:00 pm. FG/
Din Polo team includes Mian Abbas 
Mukhtar, Shaikh Muhammad Raffay, 
Shah Shamyl Alam and Tomas Marin 
Moreni while Diamond Paints team 
has Mir Shoaib Ahmed, Hamza Ejaz, 
Lt Col Omer Minhas (R) and Ahmed 
Ali Tiwana. (APP)

Aqeel, Shoaib advance to semi-finals of Begum 
Kulsum National Ranking Tennis Tournament

ISLAMABAD: Top seed Aqeel Khan 
and second seed Muhammad Shoaib 
moved to semi-finals of the 8th Begum 
Kulsum Saifullah Khan National Rank-
ing Tennis Tournament here at the PTF-
SDA Tennis Complex on Thursday. 
Muzammil Murtaza and Muhammad 
Abid also booked their places for the 
last four stage. Aqeel ended Abdullah 
Adnan’s campaign in straight sets 6-1, 
6-2, while Shoaib toppled Mudassir 
Murtaza 6-2, 6-2. Muzammil Murtaza 
outwitted Yousaf Khalil 6-2, 6-1, where-
as Abid edged passed Sami Zeb Khan 
6-0, 6-1. In ladies singles quarter-finals, 
Meheq Khokhar outclassed Mehvish 
Chishtie 6-3, 6-3, while Sarah Mahboob 
overcame Ali Qayum 6-2, 6-0. Similarly, 
Noor Malik saw off Kainat Ali 6-0, 6-0, 
whereas Natalia Zaman trounced Esha 
Jawad 3-6, 6-4, 4-2(rtd). Contests in 
boy 18&under singles 2nd round, boys 
14&under singles 2nd round, boys/girls 
12&under singles 2nd round and men’s 
doubles quarter-finals were also held 
on Thursday.  Following are the results:
Boy’s 18&Under Singles 2nd 
Round: Farman Shakeel bt Amir 
Mazari 6-1,7-5; Hamza Roman bt M. 

Huzaifa Khan 1-6,6-3,7-5; Mahatir Mu-
hammad bt Abdul Basit 6-1,6-0; Bilal 
Asim bt Kamran Khan 6-0,6-2; M. Talha 
Khan bt Ibrahim Saqib 6-0,6-1; Hamid 
Israr bt Asad Zaman 6-4,6-1; Ahmed 
Nael Qureshi bt Saifullah Khan 6-0,6-0; 
Sami Zeb Khan bt Ahtesham Huma-
yun 6-0,6-1. 
Boy’s 14 & Under Singles 2nd 
Round: Muzammil Bhand bt Ihsanu-
llah Kabir 4-0,4-1; Sameer Zaman bt 
Rayan Khan 4-2,4-1; Amir Mazari bt 
Zayd Zaman 4-0,4-0; M. Haziq Asim bt 
Abdur Rehman 4-1,4-1; Abdul Basit bt 
Abdullah Khan 1-4,4-0,4-2; Abubakar 
Talha bt S. Hamza Hussain 4-1,4-1 
Boys/Girls 12&Under Singles 2nd 
Round: Haziq Areejo bt Eshal Zain 
4-1,4-0; Shayan Afridi bt Rashid Ali 
Bacahni 4-2,4-1; Razik Sultan bt M. 
Shakib 4-2,4-0; Ihsanullah Kabir bt 
Eesa Fahd 4-1,4-0
Men’s Doubles Quarter-Finals: M. 
Shoaib / Barkatukllah bt Waqas Malik 
/ Mudassir Murtaza 4-6,6-3(10-3); M. 
Abid / Muzammil Murtaza bt Ahmed 
Babar / Nameer Shamsi 6-2,6-3; Heera 
Ashiq / Yousaf Khalil bt Imran Bhatti / 
Abdullah Adnan 6-2,6-4. (APP)

Commissioner reviews measures for match 
between Quetta Galdiators, Peshawar Zalmi

QUETTA, Dec 22 (APP):City Commis-
sioner Suhail ur Rahman Baloch on 
Thursday chaired a meeting regarding 
security and other arrangements, here, 
in connection with the exhibition match 
between Quetta Gladiator and Pesha-
war Zalmi. The meeting was attended 
by SSP Security Abdul Haq Imrani, Ad-
ditional Commissioner Azim Dummar, 
Assistant Commissioner Babar Khan, 
besides sports department, district ad-
ministration, traffic police, FC, and other 
related institutions and departments. It 
was decided in the meeting that an exhi-
bition match between Quetta Gladiator 

and Peshawar Zalmi will be organized 
keeping in view the entertainment of the 
citizens of Quetta. All the stakeholders 
including the security agencies should 
take steps under a joint strategy to make 
the peaceful conduct of the match pos-
sible, said the commissioner. Foolproof 
security arrangements would be made 
on this occasion, he added. All possible 
facilities will be provided to the players 
and fans under the security plan. It was 
also determined in the meeting that 
such a strategy should be formulated 
in the traffic plan and other routines so 
that the people don’t get suffered. (APP)

Messi agrees new PSG 
deal – media

Qatar 2022 star Lionel Messi has 
an agreement in principle to extend 
his contract at Paris Saint Germain, 
according to the French media. The 
35-year-old is currently in high spir-
its after winning the World Cup with 
his country Argentina following a 
4-2 penalty shootout win in the final 
over club teammate Kylian Mbappe 
and France on Sunday. Reports 
claimed that Messi would decide his 
future after the tournament, with a 
return to boyhood club FC Barce-
lona, who he left for PSG on a free 
contract in 2021, also possible.
MARCA reported in mid-July that 
Messi’s camp, headed by his agent 
and father Jorge, were in talks for 
a contract extension.“Our sport’s 
evolution towards inclusivity is 
going on fast forward,” Minisini 
said. “This decision from the IOC 
and World Aquatics will help us 
become an example for the whole 
Olympic movement.” The world’s 
first-ever male world champion 
in the inaugural mixed technical 
event at the World Championships, 
American Bill May, praised the 
move too.
(Agencies)

Photo of Moroccan players with their mothers goes viral

Riyadh: A group photo of the Moroccan 
national football team with their moth-
ers and the nation’s king in the center 
has gone viral on social media. The pho-
to was taken during a reception ceremo-
ny held by King Mohammed VI in the 
presence of Crown Prince Moulay Has-

san and Prince Moulay Rachid at the 
Royal Palace in Rabat. Mothers of the 
Moroccan players played a prominent 
role in the team’s history-making World 
Cup performance, acting as cheerlead-
ers for their sons, both on and off the 
pitch. (Agencies)
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HEREFORD: Arizona agreed 
Wednesday to dismantle a wall of 
shipping containers at the Mexican 
border that critics said was an ex-
pensive, ecologically damaging po-
litical stunt that did nothing to keep 
migrants out of the United States. 
The state’s Republican Governor 
Doug Ducey spent $90 million of 
taxpayers’ money lining up rusting 
boxes in what he said was a bid to 
stem the flow of people crossing 
into the country. The corrugated 
containers, which snake for four 
miles (seven kilometers) through 
federal lands like a huge station-
ary cargo train, divide an import-
ant conservation area that is home 
to vulnerable species, but which 
is so difficult to traverse that peo-
ple traffickers routinely avoid it. 
Now Ducey, who leaves office early 
next year, will have to get rid of the 
915 containers from the Coronado 
National Forest. In an agreement 
reached Wednesday with the federal 
government, Ducey’s administra-
tion said it will “remove all previ-
ously installed shipping containers 
and associated equipment, materi-
als, vehicles, and other objects from 

the United States’ properties on 
National Forest System lands with-
in the Coronado National Forest.” 
In an agreement reached Wednes-
day with the federal government, 
Ducey’s administration said it will 
“remove all previously installed 
shipping containers and associat-
ed equipment, materials, vehicles, 
and other objects from the United 
States’ properties on National For-
est System lands within the Corona-
do National Forest.” From close up, 
the double-stacked container wall 
looks like the clumsy handiwork of 
a giant playing with building blocks. 
Its presence is so jarring that, in ad-
dition to the federal court case, it 
was also the subject of two lawsuits 
by the Center for Biological Diver-
sity, an environmental organization 
that has been active in the area for 
three decades. (Agencies)

NASSAU: FTX founder Sam Bank-
man-Fried left the Bahamas on 
Wednesday on a U.S.-bound flight to 
face fraud charges as federal pros-
ecutors announced that two of his 
former associates had pleaded guilty 
to charges and were now cooperat-
ing with the government. Manhat-
tan U.S. Attorney Damian Williams 
said in a video posted on Twitter 
late Wednesday night that Caroline 
Ellison, former CEO of Alameda Re-
search, and Gary Wang, co-founder 
of FTX, had pleaded guilty to de-
frauding investors in the crypto trad-
ing platform. The revelation that two 
of Bankman-Fried’s closest former 
associates had decided to cooperate 
with the government significantly 
ramped up pressure on the former 
billionaire. Williams said that Bank-

man-Fried is now in FBI custody and 
on his way to the U.S and urged oth-
ers involved in the alleged fraud to 
come forward. “If you participated 
in misconduct at FTX or Alameda, 
now is the time to get ahead of it,” 
William said. “We are moving quick-
ly and our patience is not eternal.” “I 
also said that last week’s announce-
ment would not be our last, and let 
me be clear once again, neither is to-
day’s,” he added. The U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC) in 
a separate statement on Wednesday 
evening said it had also charged El-
lison and Wang for their roles in a 
multiyear scheme to defraud equity 
investors of FTX. The U.S. Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission 
also said it had filed fraud charges 
against Ellison and Wang. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly 
on Thursday passed the Federal Em-
ployees Benevolent Fund and Group 
Insurance (Amendment) Bill, 2022. 
The Bill was moved by Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza Javed 
Abbasi. According to the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons Under Sec-
tion 13(5) of FEBF & GI Act, 1969, an 
additional monthly Benevolent Grant 
is provided to the family of deceased 
employee who dies during service 
in security related act on or after 
9.2.2015.Similarly, a special lump sum 
grant is provided to the family mem-
bers of an employee who dies during 
service in security related act on af-
ter 9.2.2015 in pursuance of Section 
15(A) of the FEBF & GI Act, 1969. The 
Establishment Division has already 
notified these additional benefits vide 

Establishment Division’s 0.M No. 
8,/70 /2O13- E-2(PT), dated 4.12.2015 
effective from 09.02.9015. However, 
the Prime Minister has also allowed 
to process the claims arising during 
the period between 15.06.2013 and 
09.02.2015 as the Assistance Package 
dated 20.10.2014 was in the field. The 
Establishment Division also notified 
after getting approval of Prime Minis-
ter vide 0.M dated 11.06.2018. Accord-
ingly, Board of Trustees in its meeting 
held on 22.08.2019 and 05.09,2019 has 
recommended to amend effective date 
of Section 13(5) and 15(A) of FEBF & 
GI Act, 1,969 and Rules 1972 to read 
as 15.06.2013 and directed to initiate 
the proceedings and refler the case 
for amendment to the federal govern-
ment under Section 23 of FEBF & GI 
Act, 1969. (APP)

JEDDAH: The first ministerial meet-
ing of anti-corruption law enforce-
ment agencies of the member states of 
the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) started in Jeddah to adopt 
the Makkah Al-Mukarramah Conven-
tion. The meeting is being hosted by 
Saudi Arabia, held under the auspices 
of the Crown Prince and Saudi Prime 
Minister, Prince Muhammad bin Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. The meet-
ing discussed the draft endorsement 
of the “Makkah Al-Mukarramah Con-
vention”, with high-level internation-
al participation of ministers, heads, 
deputies, and representatives of the 
enforcement agencies of anti-corrup-
tion laws in the member states of the 
OIC. In his address, the president of 
the Oversight and Anti-Corruption 

Authority (Nazaha) of Saudi Arabia, 
Mazen bin Ibrahim Al-Kahmous, af-
firmed the support given by the Saudi 
government to the efforts of combat-
ing corruption at the local and inter-
national levels. He stressed that the 
issue of combating corruption was 
one of the essential pillars of Saudi 
Arabia’s vision 2030. He explained 
that the ministerial meeting and the 
Makkah Al-Mukarramah Conven-
tion were based on the resolution of 
the Council of OIC Foreign Ministers 
held in Islamabad last March, which 
welcomed the initiative of Saudi Ara-
bia, in its capacity as chair of the 14th 
Islamic Summit, to hold this ministeri-
al meeting in order to prepare a draft 
agreement to combat corruption.
(Agencies)

KATHMANDU: French serial killer 
Charles Sobhraj, who committed 
a string of murders across Asia in 
the 1970s and was portrayed in the 
Netflix series “The Serpent”, was 
expected to walk free from pris-
on in Nepal on Thursday. Nepal’s 
top court ruled Wednesday that 
Sobhraj, 78, who has been in jail 
in the Himalayan republic since 
2003 for two killings in the 1970s, 
should be released early on health 
grounds. Prison officials told AFP 
they would hand Sobhraj over to 
immigration authorities after re-

ceiving the relevant court papers. 
The court ordered that he be de-
ported within 15 days. Sobhraj 
needed open heart surgery in 2017 
and his release was in keeping with 
the law allowing the compassionate 
discharge of bedridden prisoners 
who had already served three-quar-
ters of their sentence, the verdict 
added. A French citizen of Viet-
namese and Indian parentage, 
Sobhraj began travelling the world 
in the early 1970s and wound up in 
the Thai capital Bangkok. Posing 
as a gem trader, he would befriend 
his victims, many of them West-
ern backpackers on the 1970s hip-
pie trail, before drugging, robbing 
and murdering them. “He despised 
backpackers, he saw them as poor 
young drug addicts,” Australian 
journalist Julie Clarke, who inter-
viewed Sobhraj, told AFP in 2021. 
(Agencies)
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Conjuring up magic at a Budapest kindergarten
BUDAPEST: An inner-city neigh-
bourhood in Budapest is tapping into 
the legacy of a famous magician born 
in the area over a century ago to help 
immigrant children integrate at kin-
dergarten. The eighth district is one 
of the poorest in the Hungarian cap-
ital, home to ethnic Romas, Asians 
filling labour shortages, as well as 
Middle Eastern and African immi-
grants and middle-class Hungarian 
families. Around one in 10 children 
in district kindergartens are not na-
tive Hungarian speakers -- but local 

officials have conjured up a plan to 
address that. Their answer? Calling 
in award-winning professional ma-
gician Botond Kelle to help show 
staff simple tricks to teach five- and 
six-year-olds. “When the kids do the 
tricks themselves, they practise the 

names of colours for example, and 
how to perform and speak in Hungar-
ian,” Kelle tells AFP. With its 44-letter 
alphabet and no fewer than 35 verb 
endings, Hungarian is a notoriously 
tough language to crack. “Magic is an 
international language that seriously 
develops communication,” says local 
council employee Gabor Bernath, 
who came up with the project. At the 
Viragkoszoru (Flower Garland) kin-
dergarten on the ground floor of a 
tower block, 39-year-old Kelle regu-
larly pops in. (Agencies)

‘ICT, LG 
Amendment Bill 2022’ 

sails through NA

Pakistan to help 
Somalia build national 

identification and 
registration system

Sino-Pak Gandhara  
Research Center established 

at Soochow University,  
Suzhou, China

Pak in constant touch with 
Afghanistan over terrorism 
resurgence, cross-border 

violence: FO Spox

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly (NA) on Thursday approved 
the passage of the Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory Local Government 
(Amendment) Bill 2002, aimed at 
increasing the number of Union 
Councils from 101 to 125 and seek-
ing direct election for the post of 
mayor and deputy mayor. The bill 
was moved by State Minister for 
Law and Justice Shahadat Awan.  
According to the amendments, the 
number of Union Councils (UCs) 
would be enhanced from 101 to 125 
within the Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory to cater for the existing pop-
ulation of the federal capital. The 
mayor and deputy mayor shall be 
directly elected as joint candidates 
by the voters. Under the amend-
ment, the federal government has 
been authorised to increase or de-
crease the number of union coun-
cils from time to time. “If the office 
of the mayor of local government 
falls vacant during the term of the 
council for any reason, the Election 
Commission shall hold a fresh elec-
tion to the office of the head of the 
local government.” According to 
the statement of Objects and Rea-
sons, Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) Local Government Act was 
promulgated in 2015 to establish an 
elected Local Government System 
to devolve political, administrative, 
and financial authority in order to 
promote good governance and ef-
fective service delivery through the 
institutionalized participation and 
involvement of people  in day to day  
governance. Metropolitan Corpora-
tion Islamabad (MCI) is a munici-
pal body established under the ICT 
Local Government (Amendment) 
Act, 2022. Administrator MCI has 
proposed amendments in sections 
6,12 and 29 of the Act to increase 
the number of UCs to cater to ex-
isting population of Islamabad and 
to improve the procedure of mayor, 
deputy mayor’s election. The may-
or and deputy mayor shall be held 
on the day of election of members 
of UCs under section 11. Maulana 
Abdul Akbar Chitrali, the lone MNA 
of Jamat e Islami and Ghous Bukhsh 
Mehr opposed the bill and held that 
through this move local bodies’ elec-
tions, scheduled to be held on 31st 
December, may get deferred. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: United Nations De-
velopment Program UNDP-Pakistan 
and UNDP-Somalia have organized 
a first-ever Somalia-Pakistan Min-
isterial Study Tour on Federalism, 
Devolution and State-Building from 
December 20 to 27, 2022. The Min-
istry of Interior, Federal Affairs and 
Reconciliation (MOIFAR) of Somalia 
has sent the delegation of honorable 
ministers representing both Federal 
Government and Federal Member 
States including representatives 
of Banadir Regional Administra-
tion (BRA). His Excellency Ahmed 
Moallim Fiqi, Federal Minister, Min-
istry of Interior, Federal Affairs and 
Reconciliation, Federal Republic of 
Somalia is leading the study tour. 
The core objectives of the study 
tour are to learn from the process of 
consensus building on constitution-
al development regarding the 1973 
Constitution and 18th Amendment 
introduced in 2010 with focus on 
key processes defining the federal 
structure in post-independence con-
text.(Agencies)

BEIJING:The opening ceremony of 
the establishment of the Sino-Pak 
Gandhara Research Center of 
Soochow University, Suzhou and 
the International Students Train-
ing Base was successfully held on 
Thursday. Li Xiaofeng, Vice Pres-
ident of the Soochow University 
(SCU), Prof. Safdar Ali, National 
University of Science and Technol-
ogy Pakistan (NUST) and Expert 
of Gandhara Civilization, Hussain 
Haider, Consul General of Pakistan 
in Shanghai, Cao Wei, Dean of the 
School of Chinese Language & Lit-
erature of SCU and Ms. Xiang Yang, 
Director of the Chinese Studies 
Center, NUST, made the opening re-
marks during the inauguration cer-
emony held both online and offline. 
As part of the joint collaboration be-
tween the SCU and NUST and as a 
result of their recently signed MoU, 
the Gandhara Research Center aims 
to study and showcase Gandhara 
Art, as a shared cultural heritage be-
tween Pakistan and China, at the in-
ternational level by organizing joint 
research projects on various aspects 
of the Gandhara art, history and cul-
ture. (Agencies)

Pakistan is in constant touch with the 
interim government of Afghanistan 
regarding the resurgence of terrorist 
incidents and cross-border violence, 
the Foreign Office said Thursday. “We 
have agreed to continue established 
institutional mechanism with Afghan-
istan to prevent such incidents,” For-
eign Office Spokesperson Mumtaz 
Zahra Baloch said at a weekly press 
briefing, in response to a question on 
the clashes between the security forc-
es of Pakistan and Afghanistan in Cha-
man-Spin Boldak area. The spokes-
person said Pakistan had reiterated 
to the Afghan authorities that the pro-
tection of civilians was the responsi-
bility of both sides. “Pakistan remains 
committed to maintaining its fraternal 
relations with Afghanistan and en-
suring that peace is maintained,” she 
said. She mentioned that Pakistan 
continued to engage with internation-
al players including the neighbouring 
Afghanistan to ensure that the terror-
ism emanating from Afghan soil could 
not affect it. She hoped that the Af-
ghan authorities would work towards 
fulfilling the commitments made to 
Pakistan to not allow their territory to 
be used against its neighbour. Asked if 
Pakistan was using China’s leverage 
to counter Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) in the backdrop of the country’s 
engagement with Afghanistan, Baloch 
said Pakistan and China were close 
strategic partners and “We consult 
each other on all matters of interest in-
cluding counter-terrorism and on the 
situation in Afghanistan.” (Agencies)
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