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ISLAMABAD: One police official em-
braced martyrdom and eight others 
including four civilians, received inju-
ries after a suicide bomber reported-
ly blew himself up in the I-10/4 Sec-
tor on Friday. Bomb Disposal Squad 
and other rescue teams rushed to the 
spot, cordoned off the area and ini-
tiated the probe into the incident. A 
police spokesman said ICT personnel 
stopped a suspicious vehicle during 
checking near Street 31 of I-10/4 Sec-
tor. “As the vehicle stopped, the suicide 
bomber exploded himself,” he added. 
He said the police were on alert as it 
had a tip-off that some anti-state el-
ements could carry out subversive 
activities to achieve their nefarious 
designs. Talking to the media, Deputy 
Inspector General (Operations) of Is-
lamabad Police Sohail Zafar Chattha 
said the timely and effective action of 
police officials did avert the federal 
capital from an eventual disaster. He 
said the Eagle Squad intercepted the 
suspicious vehicle that was exploded 
by an alleged bomber, who died on 
the spot. The DIG said as per the ini-
tial reports, two persons including a 
woman were seated in the vehicle. He 
said all the injured had been shifted to 
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences 

(PIMS) for medical care. According 
to the hospital sources, the martyred 
police official had been identified 
as Head Constable Adeel Hussain, 
while injured included Muhammad 
Yusuf, Mehboob, Naveed, Hanif, In-
aam, Raza Hussain, Muhammad 
Ashir and Usman. Body parts of the 
suicide bomber and other evidences 
had been collected from the incident 
place to advance the probe. Following 
the incident, the police have stepped 
up security arrangements across the 
Federal Capital to avoid any untow-
ard incident. Issuing the ‘red alert’ in 
the Capital, Inspector General of Po-
lice Dr Akbar Nasir Khan had direct-
ed for a crackdown against vehicles 
plying without registration numbers 
and unauthorized number plates. 
”There will be no permission to car-
ry any weapon,” he warned, advising 
motorists to keep documents of their 
vehicles and identity cards with them 
to avoid any inconvenience. He asked 
landlords to register their tenants 
with respective police stations with-
out any delay in line with foolproof 
security arrangements being made 
to tackle anti-social elements.�Mean-
while, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
strongly condemned the suicide blast 

in Islamabad’s Sector I-10/4, saying 
that the whole nation stood by securi-
ty forces for elimination of terrorism. 
The prime minister paid tributes to 
head constable Adeel Hussain who 
was martyred in the terror incident. 
“The police personnel intercepted the 
terrorists by rendering sacrifices. The 
nation salutes their brave soldiers,” he 
remarked. He said the people of Paki-
stan would continue struggling till the 
elimination of terrorism. Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb strongly condemned 
the incident of terrorism, paid rich 
tributes to ICT Police and the Eagle 
Squad for timely action and averting 
a major disaster. Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry Reh-
man also condemned the suicide blast 
in Sector I-10/4 of the federal capital. 
She expressed solidarity with the fam-
ily members of Shaheed Head Con-
stable Adeel Hussain who embraced 
martyrdom in a vehicle laden with 
improvised explosives. Speaker Na-
tional Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
and Deputy Speaker Zahid Akram 
Durrani also condemned the incident, 
expressed sympathies with families of 
the victims and prayed for early recov-
ery of the injured. (Agencies)
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Friday said Pakistan 
had immense talent and skill per-
taining to information technology 
and called the need for increasing 
the export of IT-related products on 
a priority basis. Chairing a meeting 
to promote the exports of IT prod-
ucts, the prime minister called for 
devising a future strategy to promote 
IT-related exports The prime minis-
ter stressed taking benefit from the 
workforce of the country’s profes-
sionals of information technology. 
He directed the relevant ministers 
and officials to resolve the problems 
faced by the exports of IT products. 

He also stressed improving the con-
nection of universities and academia 
with the IT industries. Shehbaz 
Sharif said Pakistani entrepreneurs 
had played an important role in the 
promotion of IT sector, adding that 
such exporters would be appreciated 
at the government level. The meet-
ing was informed that last year, Paki-
stan’s IT-related export touched $2.6 
billion, while efforts were afoot to 
increase the volume up to $5 billion 
in the next five years. It was told that 
the largest chunk of the IT products 
was being exported to the United 
States, which comprised 57 percent 
of the total exports. (Agencies)

CHONGQING: “Deceased, de-
ceased,” a staffer in full protective 
gear shouted as she handed a nurse 
a death certificate, their hospital 
in central China overflowing with 
Covid patients. China is battling a 
wave of infections that has hit the el-
derly hard, but has officially logged 
only a handful of deaths from the 
coronavirus after the government re-
defined the criteria by which Covid 
deaths are counted. At No. 5 People’s 
Hospital in Chongqing, the main 
entrance lobby had been converted 
into a makeshift Covid ward when 
AFP visited on Friday. In the vast 
atrium, about a dozen beds occu-
pied by mainly elderly patients on IV 

drips were cordoned off with red and 
white tape. In a nearby room, about 
40 mostly elderly and middle-aged 
patients sat on sofas and lay on beds 
receiving IV drips, some coughing. A 
nurse said they all had Covid. In an 
intensive care unit next door, three 
people lay on beds attached to res-
pirators and heart monitoring equip-
ment. An elderly man was wheeled 
in on a stretcher, coughing and 
struggling to breathe. At the emer-
gency department, around 50 people 
queued for triage, including Covid 
patients, with one person at the 
front of the queue telling AFP they 
had waited for more than an hour.  
(Agencies)

ANAKARA: Participation of women 
in the media sector should be in-
creased as it requires a female per-
spective, Trkiye’s communications 
director said on Friday. “Transfor-
mation starts with language first of 
all. At this point, I find it extremely 
important that women working in 
the media do and will contribute to 
language,” Fahrettin Altun told the 
Being a Woman in the Media panel 
organized by Anadolu Agency in the 

capital Ankara. Altun called on me-
dia managers to increase the number 
of female employees because the me-
dia industry needs more sensitivity 
and a women’s perspective. He said 
the points of view of women are pos-
itively reflected in the publications 
as they can see different details. “Es-
sentially, women need to find a place 
in the media with their own identity 
in personal, family and social life,” 
he added.(Agencies)

LONDON: Passengers at UK air-
ports on Friday faced long delays 
as Border Force officers walked out 
in the latest of a string of strikes by 
public sector workers over pay. The 
action follows stoppages this week 
by nurses and ambulance workers, 
angered by the government’s refus-
al to increase pay following years of 
wage stagnation and a cost of living 
crisis that has seen inflation running 
at nearly 11 percent. Around 1,000 
workers at six UK airports were tak-
ing part in Friday’s stoppage organ-
ised by the Public and Commercial 
Services (PCS) – the first of eight 

planned between Friday and Janu-
ary 1. The government has drafted in 
armed forces personnel and civil ser-
vants to operate passport booths at 
the six airports – Heathrow, Birming-
ham, Cardiff, Gatwick, Glasgow and 
Manchester and the southern coast 
port of Newhaven. Travellers, how-
ever, were warned to expect delays 
amid fears that long queues at pass-
port control could lead to people be-
ing held on planes, disrupting subse-
quent departures. Around a quarter 
of a million passengers are due to 
arrive at affected airports on Friday.
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump 
should never be allowed to run for 
public office again after inciting an 
insurrection, lawmakers investigat-
ing last year’s assault on the US 
Capitol concluded in their water-
shed final report. The recommen-
dation led a list of proposals from 
the 845-page document aimed at 
ensuring there is no repeat of the 
deadly riot the ex-president is ac-

cused of orchestrating in a failed 
bid to cling to power after losing 
the 2020 election. Our country 
has come too far to allow a defeat-
ed president to turn himself into 
a successful tyrant by upending 
our democratic institutions (and) 
fomenting violence,” the panel’s 
chairman Bennie Thompson said 
in an introduction to the report, re-
leased late Thursday. The document 
urges lawmakers to legislate so that 
Trump and others who “engaged in 
insurrection” can be barred from 
holding office — “whether federal 
or state, civilian or military.” Trump 
has announced he intends to run 
for the White House again in 2024.  
(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: US Energy Secretary 
Jennifer Granholm announced Tues-
day a ‘tremendous scientific break-
through’ in the decades-long effort 
to develop limitless clean fusion 
energy. “Simply put, this is one of 
the most impressive scientific feats 
of the 21st century,” she said at the 
Lawrence Livermore National Labo-
ratory, one of many sites in the world 
where researchers have been trying 
to develop the possibility of harness-
ing energy from nuclear fusion. “It is 
the first time it has ever been done in 

a laboratory anywhere in the world,” 
she said, adding researchers have 
been working on the technology for 
more than 60 years. “Ignition allows 
us to replicate, for the first time, 
certain conditions that are found 
only in the stars and the sun.” Gran-
holm stressed that the breakthrough 
strengthens US national security and 
is “one significant step closer to the 
possibility of zero-carbon abundant 
fusion energy powering our society.” 
She said fusion energy can be used 
to produce clean electricity for trans-

portation fuels to power heavy indus-
try and much more in a clean energy 
economy. The secretary said private 
sector investment and fusion re-
search are already booming, reach-
ing $3 billion last year alone and add-
ed that it meets President Joe Biden’s 
goal to achieve commercial fusion 
within a decade. Granholm noted 
that the Energy Department made 
a $50 million investment in Septem-
ber for a public-private partnership 
to start working toward fusion-pilot 
plant designs. (Agencies)

SUVA: Fiji’s opposition on Friday ac-
cused the government of sowing “fear 
and chaos” in a bid to stay in power, 
as the military began deploying to 
the streets of the capital Suva. AFP 
reporters witnessed a small number 
of military vehicles on patrol, a day 
after Prime Minister Frank Baini-
marama announced their mobilisa-
tion to maintain “law and order”. The 
scene was otherwise calm with people 
going about last-minute Christmas 

shopping. Formal naval commander 
Bainimarama has led Fiji since a 2006 
military putsch, and has refused to 
concede defeat following the elections 
on December 14. The vote resulted in 
the opposition -- led by rival ex-coup 
leader and former prime minister Si-
tiveni “Rambo” Rabuka -- cobbling 
together enough seats to form a coa-
lition government. Bainimarama’s al-
lies have delayed a parliament sitting 
to nominate Rabuka as the next prime 

minister. Meanwhile, Bainimarama 
has cited unsubstantiated reports of 
post-vote ethnic violence as a reason 
to deploy the military and “fulfil our 
duty” to keep Fiji safe. Under Fiji’s 
constitution, the military has broad 
powers to intervene in politics and has 
been involved in four coups in the last 
35 years. Many Fijians fear the gov-
ernment’s claims of ethnic violence 
and the military deployment are a pre-
text for a “creeping coup”. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Scientists from Australia’s 
University of Queensland (UQ) have 
developed an environment-friendly 
RNA-based spray to combat myrtle 
rust that has wiped out many local 
plants. Published in Molecular Plant 
Pathology, the research said the spray 
induces RNA interference, a natural 
way to shut down protein translation, 
which could stop the spread of myrtle 
rust through bushland, home gardens 

and nurseries. Anne Sawyer, a mo-
lecular plant biologist from UQ and 
co-author of the paper, told Xinhua 
on Tuesday that the spray significant-
ly reduced myrtle rust symptoms on 
rose apple trees and reduced spore 
germination and inhibited the devel-
opment of infection structures in vitro. 
It is also biodegradable, non-toxic and 
doesn’t leave any residues on plants, 
she added. The research team said 

myrtle rust causes population decline 
and localized extinction of endemic 
flora. It has become a huge problem in 
Australia, with more than 350 native 
hosts, and more than 40 species have 
been deemed conservation priorities. 
However, growers rely heavily on fun-
gicides, which are harmful to humans 
and beneficial organisms such as bees 
and monarch butterflies as well as wa-
ter contamination. (Agencies)

PARIS: The extreme cold weather 
hitting North America in the run-up 
to Christmas holidays is due to a phe-
nomenon called a “bomb cyclone”. 
The US National Weather Service 
said this “once in a generation type 
event” has the power to turn deadly 
and is already breaking cold-weath-
er records—with temperatures fall-
ing to minus 53 degrees Celsius 
(minus 63 Fahrenheit) in western 
Canada, minus 38 in Minnesota and 
minus 13 in Dallas. It’s even snow-

ing in subtropical northern Florida. 
A bomb cyclone, or bombogenesis, 
is a quickly intensifying storm that 
occurs when air pressure drops 20 
millibars or more within 24 hours. 

This usually happens when a warm 
air mass collides with a cold one, ac-
cording to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. This 
time air from the Arctic plowed into 
tropical air from the Gulf of Mexico, 
forming a depression bringing rain 
and snow. What makes this storm 
extraordinary is just how fast the 
pressure dropped—40 millibars in 
24 hours, according to meteorolo-
gist Yann Amice of analysts Weath-
er’n’co. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan on 
Friday launched the second phase 
of ‘Insaf Rozgar Scheme’ with a to-
tal cost of Rs 700 million. Under the 
scheme, interest free loans ranging 
from Rs 50,000 to Rs 1 million ru-
pees will be provided to the jobless 
people of newly merged districts. 
People between the age 18-50 years, 
who are permanent residents of the 
newly merged districts, are eligible 
to apply for the loan. 
Briefing the participants on the ‘In-
saf Rozgar Scheme’, Bank of Khy-
ber Managing Director said that the 
first phase was launched in June 
2020 with a cost of Rs 1.1 billion. In 
the first phase, 4,576 jobless people 
had been provided with interest free 
loans enabling them to start their 
own business. He further said that 
the scheme proved as the most fea-
sible and result oriented initiative 

of the provincial government add-
ing that 90 percent recovery of the 
loans, provided in the first phase, 
had been made. Under the second 
phase of the scheme, additional 
3,000 jobless people would get inter-
est free loans for starting their own 
business. 
The chief minister extended his 
heartiest felicitations to the rele-
vant stakeholders on the successful 
completion of the first phase as well 
as launching of the second phase 
of ‘Insaf Rozgar Scheme.’ He said, 
“The scheme is undoubtedly a poor 
friendly initiative of the provincial 
government which has resulted in 
providing self-employment oppor-
tunities to the jobless citizens of 
the merged areas.” “The KP gov-
ernment has gone all out to create 
employment opportunities in the 
province with special focus on new-
ly merged tribal areas”, he added. 

Mahmood Khan reiterated, “The top 
most priority of his government is 
to address the longstanding depri-
vations of tribal people. Despite nu-
merous challenges, work on welfare 
and developmental activities are in 
full swing in the merged districts.” 
“On completion of the ongoing proj-
ects, these people will feel a positive 
change in their lifestyle,” he said. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Central President of 
the Awami National Party (ANP) As-
fandyar Wali Khan on Friday strong-
ly condemned the suicide blast in 
Islamabad that claimed the life of a 
cop and injured several others. In a 
message issued from Bacha Khan 
Markaz here, the ANP chief said the 
gravity of the situation could be as-
sessed from the terrorists’ entry into 
Islamabad. “All we have to do now 
is take this issue very seriously”, he 
added. Asfandyar said, “When we 
talked about terrorism in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, no one took it serious-
ly. The terrorists have reorganized 
themselves in the last three years, 
and sadly, today the terrorists are 
even carrying out attacks in Islam-

abad. “ He said, “I had warned the KP 
government that terrorists have their 
roots in the province and people were 
in fear of terrorist attacks but no tan-
gible steps were taken to deal with 
the menace. If the decisions made 
after the APS attack in Peshawar, are 
not implemented in letter and spirit, 
God forbid the situation may aggra-
vate.” He said police were the front-
line force against such elements and 
their capacity building, and provision 
of modern technology and training 
to them was prerequisite to contain 
such incidents in future. The ANP 
chief also prayed for eternal peace 
to the departed soul of the martyred 
policeman, and early recovery of the 
injured from the blast.(APP)

PESHAWAR: To commemorate the 
birth anniversary Quiad-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah, the Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Cycling Association has 
organized a Quaid Day Cycle Race, 
with a total of 40 cyclists participating. 
This was disclosed by President of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cycling Associa-
tion Nisar Ahmad while talking to me-
dia persons here on Friday. He said all 
arrangements in that connection had 
been completed for the smooth con-
duct of the road race on December 25, 

at the main Northern Bypass.( “Around 
40 athletes will participate in this 28 km 
race, while trophies and cash prizes 
will be distributed among the first six 
position holders”, he said. The open-
ing ceremony will be held at 8.00 a.m. 
at Northern Bypass Peshawar, while 
the closing ceremony will be held at 
Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries, Peshawar. At the closing cere-
mony Muhammad Ishaq, President of 
the Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries will be the chief guest. APP)

PESHAWAR: Divisional adminis-
tration of Peshawar has decided 
to further accelerate crackdown 
against narcotics mafia. The deci-
sion was taken during a meeting of 
Divisional Intelligence Coordina-
tion held here on Friday with Com-
missioner Peshawar Division, Riaz 
Khan Mehsud in the chair. Besides, 

Deputy Commissioners (DCs) Pe-
shawar, Nowshera, Charsadda 
and tribal districts of Khyber and 
Mohmand, District Police Officers 
(DPOs), civil and military officials 
attended the meeting. During the 
meeting, DCs of all five districts 
of the division gave detailed brief-
ing regarding steps taken in view 
of the security situation and op-
eration against narcotics smug-
glers in their respective districts. 
The meeting decided for further 
acceleration in the pace of the on-
going crackdown against narcot-
ics smugglers to end the menace 
of drug addiction for logical end. 
It was decided the registration of 
FIRs against narcotics sellers with 
solid proofs and their vigorous fol-

lowing of such cases. The meeting 
further issued directives for mak-
ing best security arrangements 
in the prevailing situation for the 
upcoming Christmas festival. The 
meeting also took crucial decisions 
for eradication of extortion and di-
rected DCs and DPOs for launching 
joint operations in their respective 
districts, beside beefing up the se-
curity of foreigners and for this 
decided the implementation of the 
revised National Action Plan in 
letters and spirit. Addressing the 
meeting, Commissioner Peshawar 
Riaz Khan Mehsud directed for the 
utilization of all available resources 
for maintenance of law and order in 
the region and furnishing of report 
in this regard on a daily basis.(APP)

BAJAUR: Agriculture Department 
Bajaur tribal district on Friday ar-
ranged a two-day training workshop 
on the cultivation and grafting of 
olives. The workshop was attended 
by a large number of farmers, stake-
holders and officials of the agricul-
ture department. Agriculture Offi-
cer, Dr. Subhanuddin and Research 
Officer, Azizullah Khan briefed 
farmers on modern techniques of 

grafting and measures needed to 
increase olives production. Farmers 
were also given demonstrations of 
olive grafting according to practi-
cal guidelines. Farmers appreciated 
the efforts of the agriculture de-
partment to equip them with mod-
ern techniques for increasing olives 
production and suggested holding 
of such events in the future as well.
(APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 232.5 234.7

China Yuan 32.4 32.65

Japanese Yen 2.25 2.29

Saudi Riyal 65.1 65.7

U.A.E Dirham 69 69.6

UK Pound 295 298

Euro 259.5 262

Australian Dollar 152 153.25

Canadian Dollar 166.09 167.44

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
151900

Rs. 
139241

Rs. 
132913

Rs. 
113925

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
130300

Rs. 
119441

Rs. 
114013

Rs. 97725

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13030 Rs. 11944 Rs. 11401 Rs. 9773

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
369400

Rs. 
338614

Rs. 
323225

Rs. 
277050

KP govt. decides not to dissolve provincial 
assembly today: PTI sources

Deputy Speaker KP narrowly escaped in 
firing incident: Police

Amir Muqam condemns Islamabad blast

Very cold and dry weather predicted for most KP

KP CM visits CMH, inquires about health  
of injured personnel

Islam guarantees right to education for all: 
Mufti Pupalzai

Rs1 mn each among heirs of deceased 
flood victims distributed

Abaseen Column Writers Association elects 
Zia Sarhadi as president for third time

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa government has decided 
not to dissolve the provincial assembly 
on Friday. Reliable sources in the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf told APP that 
the KP government was analyzing 
political situation after the de-notifica-
tion of Punjab Chief Minister Pervez 
Elahi, and had not yet prepared advice 
for dissolution of KP assembly by KP 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan. “The 
KP assembly was not being dissolved 
today,” the sources reiterated. Earlier, 
KP Chief Minister Mahmood Khan 

told media persons that the advice of 
the KP Assembly’s dissolution would 
be sent to the KP governor, after re-
ceiving orders from PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan. Imran Khan had an-
nounced dissolution of KP and Punjab 
Assemblies on Friday (today) during 
his address to party workers last Sat-
urday. Ikhtair Wali, a Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz KP spokesman and 
member provincial assembly told APP 
that it would be yet another “u-turn on 
part of Imran Khan if the KP assembly 
is not dissolved today.”(APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Speaker Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, Mah-
mood Jan remained unhurt after 
some unknown miscreants opened 
fire at him in the Regi Lalama area 
here Friday. Police said the attack-
ers escaped after retaliatory firing 

by the deputy speaker’s security 
staff. Mahmood Jan narrowly es-
caped. The deputy speaker was ad-
dressing a function of the livestock 
department when came under fire. 
Police have started an investigation.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister for Political, Public Affairs 
and Culture Division Engr Amir 
Muqam on Friday strongly con-
demned the Islamabad blast and 
paid tribute to martyred policeman 
Adeel Hussain and other injured 
police cops for thwarting terror at-
tempt. In a statement here, Engr 
Amir Muqam said the terrorists had 
started a war against the brave Pa-

kistani nation and the murderers of 
humanity would be dealt with iron 
hands. He said former Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif had united the 
entire nation against terrorism and 
there was a need to carry forward 
that spirit and strategy to wipe out 
the menace of terrorism. Engr Amir 
Muqam prayed for the eternal peace 
of the deceased and the early recov-
ery of the injured. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Mete-
orological Center Peshawar on Fri-
day predicted that mainly very cold 
and dry weather is expected in most 
districts of the province during the 
next 24 hours. It said that dense to 
very dense fog is likely to occur over 
Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, 
Mardan, Swabi, and D.I. Khan dis-
tricts, as well as over Peshawar to 
Swabi Motorway during morning 
and night hours. The center advised 
travelers on Motorways and Nation-
al Highways to adopt precautionary 
measures during traveling. During 
the last 24 hours, mainly cold and 
dry weather occurred in most dis-

tricts of the province, while very 
cold in hilly areas and upper parts. 
Foggy conditions prevailed over 
most plains areas of the province 
during night and morning hours. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar 
City 21/01, Chitral 15/00, Timerga-
ra 20/00, Dir 18/-3, Mirkhani 16/-2, 
Kalam 12/-6, Drosh 14/02, Saidu 
Sharif 19/-2, Pattan 21/11, Malam 
Jabba 08/00, Takht Bhai 18/02, Ka-
kul 17/01, Balakot 20/00, Parachinar 
19/-2, Bannu 24/02, Cherat 15/06, 
D.I. Khan 22/07. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan vis-
ited the Combined Military Hospi-
tal (CMH) Peshawar on Friday and 
inquired about the health of the 
security personnel injured during 
operation in CTD Complex Bannu. 
The chief minister met with officers 
and jawans of Pakistan Army and 
inquired about their health and ap-

preciated their courage and valour. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
while paying tribute to bravery and 
of security personnel said that he 
is proud of jawans. He said that 
the Pakistan Army has rendered 
matchless sacrifices for the pro-
tection and security of the people. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Islamic cleric and 
Khatib of mosque Qasim Ali Khan, 
Mufti Shahabuddin Pupalzai has 
said that forbidding women from 
acquiring education on the pretext 
of ‘veil’ was against the teachings of 
islam and the Holy Quran. In a state-
ment, he said, “The duty of seeking 
knowledge and learning is obligatory 
for every Muslim (man and woman) 
in Islam as the religion guarantees 
the right to education for all, with-
out gender discrimination.” Mufti 
Pupalzai said,”The philosophy and 
thought of banning women from 
leaving the house may be a tradition 

and custom of a region, but it has 
nothing to do with Islam. “ “Islam has 
not established any distinction be-
tween the two genders for obligatory 
knowledge”, he added. “Acquisition 
of knowledge is an obligatory duty 
and this has been clearly supported 
by the Holy Quran and the Sunnah 
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). “There 
is consensus among all schools of 
thought in Islam that the denial of 
an obligatory duty is disbelief. “Any-
one who thinks female education is 
forbidden, is actually denying a reli-
gious obligation which is a great sin”, 
Pupalzai said. (APP)

PESHAWAR: An amount of one million 
rupees each among heirs of deceased 
flood victims of tehsil Matta in district 
Swat were distributed here on Friday. 
On behalf of the Prime Minister’s 
adviser Engr Amir Muqam, the com-
pensation cheques were distributed 
among legal heirs of the flood victims 

by Adnan Amir Muqam, son of Amir 
Muqam at the hujra of PMLN, Matta 
President Manzoor Ali Khan. Adnan 
Amir Muqam expressed sympathies 
with victims’ families and assured all 
possible assistance. The families of the 
victims thanked the PMLN leadership 
on this occasion. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Abaseen Column Writ-
ers Association, a representative 
body of columnists of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, has elected Zia-ul-Haq 
Sarhadi as its president for the third 
time. The election was made with the 
consensus of almost all the members 
during the annual general body meet-
ing of the association that was held a 
day earlier. The association also elect-
ed other office bearers during the 
meeting, reads a press release issued 
here on Friday. The other elected of-
fice bearers of the association include 
Alamgir Afridi, Senior Vice Presi-
dent; Abid Akhter Hassan, General 
Secretary; Prof Roshan Khattak, Vice 
President; Muhammad Saleem Afaqi, 
Vice President; Fehmida Butt, Vice 

President Women Wing; Malik Khan 
Saeed Mohmand, Joint Secretary; 
Waseem Shahid, Finance Secretary; 
Hafiz Arshad Dar, Media Coordina-
tor; Fazal Shah Mohmand Advocate 
and Sahibzada Talha Saeed Advo-
cate, Legal Advisors; and Siraj Arif, 
Incharge Electronic Media. While 
Saima Mehboob, Munawar Shah Mu-
nawar, Waqar Awan, Musarrat Ullah 
Jan, and Inayat Gohati are elected as 
members Executive Committee. The 
Abseen Writers Association plays the 
role of bridge between the govern-
ment and the public by conveying 
measures taken by the government 
for public welfare and the concerns 
of the general masses to the quarters 
concerned.(APP)
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The price of gold has surged to an all-time high after one-tola 
and 10-gram rates hit a fresh peak of Rs172,200 and Rs148,062 
respectively on Saturday. This record-breaking spree has been 
continuing for the past many months due to the precarious 
economic situation of the country and the increase in prices 
in the international market. Even after such drastic increases 
occurring in such a short span, the All Pakistan Sarafa Gems 
and Jewellers Association claims that prices are still below 
cost as local gold is cheaper by Rs3,000 per tola as compared 
to prices in Dubai. The consistent increase of domestic prices 
hints at the fact that economic indicators of the country are 
not all well. The major contributing factor remains the low 
confidence of the masses despite attempts made by the in-
cumbent finance ministry to reassure investors that the econ-
omy is being kept under control. Liquidity crunch, rupee de-
valuation and shortage of dollars have urged people to resort 
to investing in the safe-haven metal, and frenzy-buying has 
led to an unprecedented rise in the domestic price of gold. 
This will further add to Pakistan’s economic woes as serious 
investors have already taken out their money from the banks 
to invest in gold, despite a historic high interest rate. Many 
others are also considering the same. The skyrocketing price 
has also started to affect middle-class weddings as it is near 
impossible for families to gift gold ornaments, with sales stag-
nating this time around. Officials have been presented with a 
difficult dilemma during a serious economic crunch. As of yet, 
despite rising interest rate, not much has been done to offset 
prices or provide alternative incentives. Maybe it is time to 
think outside of the box and opt for confidence building mea-
sures. Mere statements will no longer cut it.
Courtesy: The Express Tribune

Skyrocketing Gold

PAKISTAN’S textile industry is in 
dire straits. Last month, textile ex-
ports dropped to a 17-month low. 
Recently, Kohinoor Spinning Mills, 
a publicly listed company, tempo-
rarily shut down its operations due 
to, among other reasons, high pro-
duction costs resulting from a poor-
ly performing economy. But things 
are about to get much worse in the 
coming years. Pakistan’s textile in-
dustry is not ready for a trade barrier 
that is in the making in the Global 
North. Last week, an agreement 
was reached by the EU on the Car-
bon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM), one of the more serious 
displays of commitment towards 
tackling climate change in a tar-
geted manner. With the impending 
climate crisis, countries such as the 
EU member states and the US have 
become more determined in their 
effort to not just reduce emissions 
within their own borders, but to also 
prevent ‘carbon leakage’. Carbon 
leakage is a phenomenon whereby 
firms relocate to countries with less 
stringent policies on carbon to con-
tinue manufacturing powered by un-
clean energy sources. The CBAM is 
an important milestone in the fight 
to curb emissions for two reasons. 
First, it reduces the competitiveness 
of products with a higher carbon 
footprint by imposing a penalty via 
a ‘CBAM certificate’. The ‘dirtier’ 
a product, the more the CBAM cer-
tificate costs. Second, and more 
importantly, it helps contain the is-
sue of carbon leakage by requiring 
firms that import goods into the EU 
to procure CBAM certificates for off-
setting the carbon price paid in the 
seller’s country to the carbon price 
as dictated by the EU Emissions 

Trading System. Under the ETS, a 
trading market exists with an upper 
limit placed on emissions associated 
with certain industries. Allowances 
for emissions are purchased on the 
ETS trading market, with the aim to 
lower the carbon footprint of the in-
dustrial sector through competition. 
The CBAM goes a step further than 
the ETS market; it encourages car-
bon emissions reductions at a glob-
al scale by directly targeting carbon 
leakage. Only countries with equally 
stringent climate policies, such as 
the US, will be exempt from buying 
CBAM certificates under the policy. 
Therefore, CBAM aims to safeguard 
global climate efforts by preventing 
manufacturing of goods from being 
transferred from the EU to coun-
tries with lax climate policies. In 
effect, countries with carbon-inten-
sive products will find themselves 
less competitive with EU as a buyer. 
This will create an impetus for such 
countries to decarbonise their means 
of production. Currently, CBAM ap-
plies to iron and steel, cement, alu-
minium, fertilisers, electricity and 
hydrogen, with the aim of gradually 
including all varieties of goods with-
in the scope of the ETS by 2030. This 
‘phasing in’ will give countries and 
industries time to devise policies and 
develop the capacity to become com-
pliant with CBAM requirements. For 
Pakistan, it is the need of the hour to 
capitalise on this recent development 
and to establish an effective frame-
work for emissions reductions asso-
ciated with its textile manufacturing 
processes. It especially needs to de-
crease the carbon footprint of its tex-
tile industry within the next decade 
because, while the energy basket in 
Pakistan is skewed towards fossil 

fuels, many textile mills have captive 
power plants that are also powered 
through dirty fuels. To reduce emis-
sions associated with textile man-
ufacturing, the industry needs to 
transition from fossil fuels to cleaner 
sources of power generation such as 
wind and solar energy. But energy 
transitions of such scale require rig-
orous planning, substantial financial 
investment and are fraught with le-
gal and political challenges. So it is 
crucial for policymakers to create a 
conducive environment for the tex-
tile in  d ustry to shift to  wards sustain-
able energy sour ces in a smooth and 
timely manner. The textile industry 
employs nearly 40 per cent of Paki-
stan’s industrial labour force. Any hit 
to the textile industry will translate 
into job losses for industrial work-
ers on a non-trivial scale, exacerbat-
ing Pakistan’s socioeconomic woes. 
Moreover, textiles comprise 80pc of 
Pakistan’s exports to the EU; Paki-
stan may find itself at a significant 
disadvantage to countries that have 
cleaner means of supporting their 
textile sector. At present, India, one 
of Pakistan’s main competitors in 
the textile trade, is gearing towards 
large-scale emissions reduction tar-
gets by using ambitious pro-renew-
ables policies. And while Pakistan is 
gradually moving towards a cleaner 
energy resource base, the transition 
needs to be sped up. Failure to de-
carbonise Pakistan’s energy sector in 
time will cause it to simultaneously 
endure the devastation from climate 
change and suffer the economic ram-
ifications of well-intentioned climate 
policies. With CBAM in place, Paki-
stan’s textile industry may become 
the first casualty of inaction.
Courtesy: DAWN
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Crisis no one’s talking of
— By Minahil Sana Qasim

The federal government has re-
vealed a new set of austerity mea-
sures that seek to save energy costs 
amid a heightening economic cri-
sis. Looking for ways to rein in in-
flation and conserve resources, PM 
Shahbaz Sharif is looking to shut 
down restaurants and markets at 
8 pm. Wedding hall timings will be 
limited to 10 pm. The plan comes a 
day after the prime minister organ-
ised a high-level meeting to delib-
erate the technicalities of our debt 
crisis, specifically circular debt in 
the energy sector. By pushing our 
energy sector to generate more 
revenue, the government hopes to 
ease the pressure on the economy, 
which has already committed itself 
to structural adjustments as per the 
advice of the International Mon-
etary Fund. The plan also hopes 
to introduce energy-efficient light 
bulbs and fans to ease the pressure 
on Pakistan’s fragile energy econo-
my. The government also appears 
to be in consultation with a manu-
facturing company that specialises 
in electric bikes in the hopes that 
more people will opt for energy-ef-
ficient transport. Energy-efficient 
equipment is crucial for any econ-
omy that hopes to achieve sustain-
able economic growth. By halting 
the production of incandescent 
bulbs and inefficient fans and tax-
ing manufacturers who continue 
employing these practices, the gov-
ernment hopes to institute a shift 
towards more sustainable energy 

sources. Consumers in Pakistan are 
often inclined to buy the cheapest 
products in the market, however, 
they don’t realize that this burdens 
them with higher operating costs 
for years to come. The majority of 
consumers do not invest in energy 
efficiency even when the economic 
costs outweigh the upfront costs of 
the initial investment. By paying a 
larger sum up front, consumers can 
enjoy a larger stream of economic 
savings in the future. Consumers 
everywhere are more likely to ig-
nore ancillary costs when making 
a purchase. It is the government’s 
job to introduce energy efficiency 
standards and labels that prescribe 
the minimum energy requirements 
of manufactured products. Without 
this crucial information, consum-
ers are unable to make informed 
decisions about the true cost of 
a product. It also disincentivizes 
manufacturers from complying 
with energy performance guide-
lines as there is no way for the 
market to recognize and value this 
aspect. With technical support and 
labelling programmes, the state 
can help protect the population 
from these products and gradual-
ly increase electrical energy con-
sumption instead. For Sharif’s 
plan to bear fruit, the masses must 
be made acutely aware of these 
dynamics-it remains to be seen 
whether the government has the 
tact to follow through.
Courtesy: Daily Times

A New Plan

Health Effects  
Nowadays, youngsters are switching 
to vaping as it is considered a safer 
option compared to traditional ciga-
rettes. Most teenagers can be found 
using e-cigarettes or vapes as it has 
become a trend to use them. There 
are two types of e-liquids i.e., one 
that contains nicotine and another 
nicotine-free liquid. However, traces 
of nicotine have been found in nic-
otine-free e-liquids. Vaping at high 
voltage also produces formalde-
hyde-containing compounds known 
as hemiacetals. The formaldehyde 
hemiacetals derived have been re-

ported as major e-cigarette aerosol 
components. The typical e-cigarette 
liquid usually contains vegetable 
glycerin, propylene glycol, water, nic-
otine, and some flavouring liquids. 
The propylene glycol in e-liquid re-
leases formaldehyde gas when heat-
ed. Formaldehyde can irritate the 
nose, eyes, and throat even if used in 
small quantities or for a short time. 
Higher doses or prolonged exposure 
can cause coughing or choking. Se-
vere exposure can cause throat swell-
ing or chemical burns to the lungs 
and even cause death. E-cigarettes 
also contain other harmful substanc-

es like ultrafine particles, flavouring 
substances such as diacetyl, organic 
volatile compounds, etc. These are 
chemically linked to severe lung, 
heart, and other life-threatening dis-
eases. The safety and health effects 
of e-cigarettes and vaping products 
are still not well known, but people 
are using them as an alternative to 
cigarettes. The relevant authorities 
should tighten controls on the buy-
ing and selling of these products and 
should impose the same prohibitions 
on them as cigarettes.
– Salman Ahmad,
– Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

Following the harsh condemnation 
of Narendra Modi by the Pakistani 
Foreign Minister, who called him 
the “Butcher of Gujarat,” Indian 
media has gone berserk. From the 
flamboyant Arnab Goswami to 
the shrieking Rubika Liyaquat, a 
propaganda war has been started 
against Pakistan and her leader-
ship. India’s desire to shield UNSC 
members from hearing such criti-
cism of the PM is unclear. Why does 
it not want the world to talk about 
India’s fascism? According to Indi-
an Express, IPS Sanjiv Bhatt, one 
of the major investigators looking 
into how Modi supported the an-
ti-Muslim carnage in Gujarat, was 
suspended in August 2011 shortly 
after giving a deposition critical of 
the then-Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
Narendra Modi. Sanjiv Bhatt ac-
cused Narendra Modi of being in-
volved in the rioting in an affidavit 
submitted to the Indian Supreme 
Court. He claimed to have been 
present at a meeting where Modi 
reportedly instructed senior police 
officers to permit Hindus to express 
their resentment at Muslims. Later, 
Sanjiv Bhatt was targeted by the 
RSS’s legal branch, arrested, and 
imprisoned in violation of the law. 
The Frontline, a left-leaning publi-
cation in India, stated that PM Modi 
received a clean slate from the Su-
preme Court of India. The arrest of 
Teesta Setalvad, the secretary of the 
Committee for Justice and Peace, 
and R.B. Sreekumar, the former di-
rector general of police in Gujarat, 

came just after this. The arrest was 
made as a result of a first informa-
tion report submitted by a Gujarat 
Police officer, who claimed that the 
complainants had falsely accused 
the Prime Minister of India and 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah. 
Abhrajyoti Chakraborty’s piece 
in the New York Times described 
how the right-wing objective of the 
RSS and the Modi-led government 
had fundamentally altered India’s 
sociocultural environment. Anand 
Patwardhan, a prominent producer 
and director of liberal documen-
taries, is the focus of the author’s 
argument. The main thesis of 
Chakraborty’s paper contends that 
after the BJP took office in 2014, 
the greatest democracy in the world 
has descended into a majoritarian 
abyss. Patwardhan challenges the 
narrative that the BJP frequently 
presents to the nation’s 900 mil-
lion voters by including testimonies 
from witnesses to mob lynching, 
tales of college students driven to 
suicide by severe right-wing rejec-
tion, and interviews with Hindu na-
tionalists who defend the frequent 
murders of journalists and activists. 
Along with the development of the 
BJP and the RSS, a militant group 
committed to turning India into a 
Hindu state and rendering its mi-
norities second-class citizens, there 
have also been increasing attacks 
on the right to free speech. Reason, 
a documentary by Patwardhan, is 
centered on the killings of four In-
dian activists who were all perse-

cuted in some way for defying Hin-
du dogma. With the same caliber 
handgun, point-blank shots were 
fired at M.M. Kalburgi, Ms. Gauri 
Lankesh, and Narendra Dabholkar. 
A lawyer and scholar named Gov-
ind Pansare was also murdered in 
February 2015. Why hasn’t India 
been classified as a yet? The reason 
is straightforward: For the past 50 
years, Indian participation in the 
internal affairs of a neighbouring 
state has been unlawful: supporting 
the ISKP in Afghanistan, the Mukti 
Bahinis in East Pakistan, the Tamils 
in Sri Lanka, Nepalese and Bhuta-
nese political groups, and Pakistani 
anarchists. Second, India has con-
sistently sought to undermine Paki-
stan and Afghanistan. The relation-
ship between RAW and terrorists in 
Afghanistan, spies apprehended by 
Pakistan and Qatar, participation 
in terrorist actions in Pakistan, and 
backing for the TTP and ISKP are 
evidence that India is still the only 
repository of terrorism in the area. 
Third, New Delhi repeatedly inca-
pacitates the UNSC, just like Israel, 
and refuses to carry out UN deci-
sions in illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK). Delimitation 
of seats, demographic apartheid 
through the repeal of Articles 370A 
and 35, and the economic blockade 
in Kashmir are all signs that India is 
still a state that disregards interna-
tional rules. Minorities are also un-
der risk from the Hindutva ideology 
and related extremist groups. 
Courtesy: Daily Pakistan

The Deceitful Front
— By Hassan Farooq Mirza 
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MIRPUR:Vice Chancellor of the 
State-run Mirpur University of Sci-
ence and Technology (MUST), Mir-
pur, Brig. (Retd) Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Younus Javed, (Sitara e Imtiaz Mili-
tary) Thursday said that every fresh 
graduate of the MUST varsity, will, 
indeed, emerge as an ambassador of 
the varsity by contributing in the de-
velopment of the country. Brigadier 
Younus Javed while highlighting ma-
jor exceptional achievements of the 
University told APP, at the sideline of 
the 7th convocation of his University 
late Thursday, that 14933 graduates, 
13875 BS, 1041 MS/ MPhils and 17 
PhDs in different degree programs 
have been produced by Mirpur Uni-

versity. “A total of 2784 students were 
awarded degrees this year including 
2686 BS, 94 MS/ MPhil and 4 PhDs 
while 48 students were decorated 
with Gold Medals in the convoca-
tion. Brig. (Retd) Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Younus Javed underlined that 
MUST faculty members have been 
contributing to the research field 
enormously. During the year 2021-
2022, 332 research papers have been 
published in reputed international 
journals with total Impact Factor of 
1072.888. We are highly focused that 
our research should be directed at 
solving local problems and finding 
solutions by exploiting indigenous 
resources. The VC disclosed that 

ORIC MUST have successfully se-
cured the funding of Rs. 35 million 
for the establishment of the business 
Incubation Centre of its own kind in 
the region to promote startup cul-
ture. The region has a huge potential 
for valuable startups as two of MUST 
Startups got top positions in USAID 
TIE Startup Competition last year. 
One of MUST’s startups ‘Selftech’ 
got the Pasha Innovation award from 
PASHA ICT for its contribution to 
the field of Autonomous Vehicles. He 
said ORIC MUST successfully con-
ducted the 1st Industrial Exhibition 
last year where stakeholders from 
national universities as well as indus-
tries participated. (Agencies)
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Section 144 imposed in Islamabad  
for two weeks

National task force to be established for the 
protection of women: Ahsan Iqbal

Global economic situation calls for regional 
connectivity, says ambassador

PM, Maulana Fazlur Rehman discuss  
political situation

President gives assent to amendment in 
criminal, foreign investment laws

ISLAMABAD: The District Adminis-
tration Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) has imposed section 144 in 
the Federal Capital for a period of 
two weeks, with immediate effect 
in the backdrop of a suicide bomb 
attack early Friday. According to a 
notification issued here, the district 
magistrate ICT under Section 144 of 
CrPC prohibited all kinds of corner 
meetings, jalsa, public gatherings 
and congregation in the Federal 

Capital, especially in the wake of 
upcoming local government elec-
tions. It said recent threat alerts is-
sued by Law Enforcement Agencies 
(LEAs) and attack on Police in the 
Federal Capital, the security of ICT 
has been beefed up to obviate the 
threats. Thus immediate prevention 
and speedy remedy were required, 
and directions appearing were nec-
essary to protect public life and 
property.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special Initiatives, 
Professor Ahsan Iqbal on Friday an-
nounced to establish a national lev-
el-task force for the protection of wom-
en. He made this announcement while 
speaking at the concluding of the 16-
day campaign against Gender-Based 
Violence (GBV), initiated by the Minis-
try of Planning Development & Special 
Initiatives while engaging their Young 
Development Fellows YDFs. The cer-
emony was attended by the Executive 
Director, the Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC), Dr. Shaista Sohail, Vice 
Chancellor, Rawalpindi Women Uni-
versity (RMU) Dr Alina Kamal, Young 
Development Fellows (YDFs) of the 
Planning Ministry, students and civil 

society activities. The 16-day campaign 
was started on November 25 last month 
on International Day for the elimina-
tion of Violence against Women. On 
this Day, the Ministry also launched its 
Gender Unit to ensure that all the pol-
icies made under the auspices of the 
Planning Commission would take the 
gender perspective into consideration. 
Following the campaign, the YDFs at-
tached to the ministry conducted sem-
inars in various educational institutes 
to create awareness among the masses 
about the cybercrime laws, policies and 
violence against women. The repre-
sentatives of the Federal Investigation 
Agency FIA, National Commission on 
the Status of Women NCSW and HEC 
took part in this campaign. (APP)

LAHORE: Ambassador of Kyrgyz-
stan Ulanbek Totuiaev has said 
that broad experience of Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry ( LCCI) in business will 
help in enhancing the business 
ties between Pakistan and Kyrgyz-
stan. He expressed these views at 
a meeting at LCCI. LCCI President 
Kashif Anwar welcomed the am-
bassador to LCCI while LCCI EC 
members were also present on the 
occasion. The ambassador said 
both countries have historical, cul-
tural and economic relations. Due 
to international cir cumstances, 
most notably the conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia, which calls 
for improved economic ties be-
tween regional nations as the 
current state of the world econo-
my is challeng ing, he added. The 
Ambassador said Kyrgyzstan of-
fers great potential of economic 
cooperation in all fields in more 
effective and meaningful way. To 
enhance trade, he suggested, trade 

activities like trade fares and exhi-
bitions in both countries can help. 
He said a Kyrgyzstan-Pakistan 
Trade house to be inaugurated to-
day (December 23) and in vited the 
LCCI office-bearers to participate 
in the opening ceremony. He said 
Kyrgyzstan companies are inter-
ested in Pharmaceutical and Agri-
culture sector of Pakistan. He was 
of the view that Kyr gyzstan offers 
great opportunities to invest in 
more than 30 investment projects. 
He stressed the need of better 
banking mechanism between two 
counties to provide free movement 
of capi tal in both countries. He 
said that a railway line has been 
proposed between China, Kyrgyz-
stan and Uzbekistan which can be 
expanded to Mazar-e-Sharif in Af-
ghanistan to Peshawar in Pakistan. 
LCCI President Kashif Anwar said 
that LCCI would certainly like to 
explore ways and find avenues for 
increasing the trade and economic 
ties between two countries. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President of Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman called on Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif here on Friday. Minister 

for Communications Maulana Asad 
Mahmood was also present. During 
the meeting, they discussed the overall 
political situation in the country. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Friday gave assent to the Crim-
inal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2022. 
The bill repeals Section 325 of the 
Pakistan Penal Code 1860, relating 
to the punishment for attempted 
suicide. President Arif Alvi also ap-

proved the Foreign Investment (Pro-
motion and Protection) Amendment 
Bill 2022, under which an amend-
ment has been made in Section 1. 
The approval has been given in line 
with Article 75 of the Constitution. 
(APP)

ADC chairs price 
magistrates meeting

Meeting reviews 
schemes of welfare deptt

Students hold study tour 
to Lyallpur museum

Efforts being made for 
beautification of  

Sargodha city: DG PHA

NAROWAL: Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (Revenue) Narow-
al Muhammed Khalid chaired a 
meeting of price magistrates. The 
daily operations regarding the pric-
es were reviewed in the meeting 
and the officers were encouraged 
for their outstanding performance. 
The ADC said on this occasion that 
the first responsibility of the price 
magistrates was to ensure the sale 
of essential commodities at fixed 
prices within the revenue limits of 
the district and to take strict action 
against profiteers and hoarders. He 
said that profiteers do not deserve 
any concession and protecting the 
rights of consumers was the first 
priority of the administration ADC 
Muhammed Khalid said that the 
price magistrates should play their 
role in this regard.(APP)

SARGODHA: A meeting of District 
Coordination Committee for Popu-
lation Welfare Department was held 
under the chairmanship of Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Head-
quarters Arshad Ahmed Wattoo 
on Friday. District Welfare Officer 
Malik Aftab Awan,District Health 
Officer Dr. Asad Aslam and other 
members attended the meeting. In 
the meeting, performance of field 
teams of the Population Welfare 
department was reviewed. District 
Officer Population Welfare Malik 
Aftab Awan gave a briefing abou-
tongoing schemes under the annual 
development programme of the de-
partmentin collaboration with the 
health department.(APP)

FAISALABAD: A group of female 
students and their teachers from a 
private school held a study tour to 
the Lyallpur museum here on Fri-
day. The students took keen interest 
in historic antiquities put in differ-
ent galleries. The officials of the mu-
seum informed the teachers and stu-
dents about the collection of historic 
articles. The students said that their 
tour to the Lyallpur museum proved 
very useful, as they had learnt a lot 
about the historic aspects of the 
Faisalabad region. Director Museum 
Mian Attique said that such types of 
study tours had vital importance for 
the awareness of youth about histo-
ry and culture.(APP)

SARGODHA: Director General 
Parks and Horticulture Authority 
Syed Tauqeer Haider Kazmi said that 
the authority was striving to provide 
healthy environment to people and 
all-out efforts were being made for 
beautification of different areas of 
Sargodha city. He expressed these 
views during his visit to Istiqlalabad 
Park and review of Tariqabad green 
belt project on Friday. According to 
media consultant PHA, the DG PHA 
reviewed the ongoing work on the 
1,100 feet-long green belt project 
from Trust Plaza to 78 NB pull and 
said timely completion of other on-
going projects including Tariqabad 
green belt was one of our top priori-
ties and no negligence would be tol-
erated in this regard.(APP)

Rs. 35m Business Incubation Center to be established  
in Mirpur Varsity: VC MUST

Islamabad Explosion: PIMS receives eight 
injured persons, two dead bodies

Woman throws acid on husband, cut finger

WASA giving priority to desilting  
of big sewerage lines

SNGPL replaces 100 km gas pipelines

Temperatures drop in upper Hazara division 
to below minus

SMEDA to organize training on small  
business startup

Authorities fail to implement ban on 
burning of trash

ISLAMABAD: Rescues officials on 
Friday shifted two dead bodies and 
eight injured persons from the I-10 
Sector, Sabzi Mandi explosion site to 
the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (PIMS). The hospital received 
four civilians and four policemen so 
far who received injuries in the blast, 
Executive Director, PIMS Dr Khalid 
Masood confirmed while talking to 
APP. He said that the two persons 
who lost their lives in the blast includ-
ed 45-year-old Adeel Hussain (Police 

belt 770HC) and one unidentified ci-
vilian male around 30 years old. He 
said that the names of the injured 
from the police included 45-year-old 
M. Yousaf (Police belt number 2042), 
28-year-old Mehboob (Police belt 
number 3228), 45-year-old Haneef, 
and 51-year-old Raza Hassan (Police 
ASI 930). Similarly, four injured civil-
ians under treatment in the hospital 
included 26-year-old Naveed, 20-year-
old Inam Khan, 24-year-old M Ashar 
and 18-year-old Usman.(APP)

FAISALABAD: An infuriated woman 
allegedly threw acid on her husband 
and cut his finger with an axe in the 
limits of Terkhani police station, on 
Friday. Police have registered a case 
against the woman on the report of 
her husband and started investiga-
tion. According to police sources, 
Tariq and his wife Maryum, resident 

of Chak 239-GB, had dispute over 
some domestic issues. On the day 
of the incident, both once again ex-
changed hot words with each other. 
Maryum got enraged and she threw 
acid on Tariq. She also cut his finger 
with an axe. The injured was rushed 
to hospital. The accused woman 
managed to escape.(APP)

FAISALABAD: The Water & San-
itation Agency (WASA) is taking 
measures on priority basis for the 
desilting of big size sewerage lines 
for the disposal of industries’ water. 
The system for the desilting of main 
lines in city areas was also being up-
graded, said Vice-Chairman WASA 
Sheikh Shahid Javed while listening 
to people at his office here on Friday. 
He said that all old and dilapidated 
water lines were being replaced with 
new ones. He said that most of the 

projects of supply of water and sew-
erage schemes had been complet-
ed while others were completing at 
a fast pace. He said that resolving 
peoples’ problems was the top most 
priority for which all resources were 
being utilized. He also appealed to 
the WASA consumers to pay their 
pending as well as current dues so 
the agency could bring improvement 
in its performance.striving to provide 
all facilities to the Christian commu-
nity of the country.(APP)

MULTAN: The Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has re-
placed 100 kilometres gas pipelines 
out of the 216 kilometres pipelines 
across the region, under the reha-
bilitation programme approved in 
budget 2022-23. SNGPL Chief Engi-
neer Operation, Rashid Ishaq, while 
talking to APP here on Friday said 
that the gas lines which had com-
pleted their natural life were being 
replaced to ensure better gas supply 
to domestic consumers. He said that 
there was a network of 15,000 kilo-
metres gas pipelines across the Mul-
tan region and the department had 
set a target to replace 216 kilometres 
of lines in the current fiscal year. 

Rashid said that the Laser leak sur-
vey was conducted before replacing 
the lines, and condition of the pipe-
lines and their depth were checked 
first. He further said that 36-kilome-
tre gas line was being replaced in 
the walled city area at a cost of Rs 
216 million, adding that 50 percent 
work had been completed in that 
regard. The work on the ongoing 
uplift projects would be completed 
by June 2023, he said. He said that 
the department had received a lot of 
complaints due to low gas pressure 
in the walled city, and added that the 
complaints of the citizens would be 
resolved through the replacement of 
pipelines.(APP)

MANSEHRA: Another cold wave and 
dry weather spell on Friday gripped 
the upper parts of the Hazara division 
where a number of cities and towns of 
the region were struck by minus tem-
peratures. Kaghan, Naran, Nathiagali 
and Abbottabad went through a criti-
cal position as the mercury dropped 
below Celsius. Upper parts of the 
Hazara division are facing the worst 
cold wave, temperatures reduced up 
to 9 degrees in Kaghan and Naran 
while up -4 in Galyat and Thandyani. 
The extreme weather conditions also 
increased the miseries of the peo-
ple in cities where owing to low gas 
pressure and extra consumption a six 
hours long load management plan has 

been implemented for Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG) stations. Accord-
ing to the meteorological department, 
the critical weather conditions would 
continue for the next few days in the 
Hazara division. In July during the 
current season, Babusar Top and ad-
joining areas received unprecedented 
snowfall while in December 2022 up 
till now no snowfall has been wit-
nessed in December upper parts of 
the region receive heavy snowfall. 
On the other side, dry weather also 
augmented seasonal diseases, during 
the last few weeks, no major rain or 
snowfall has been reported in the 
area and this is likely to prevail in the 
coming few days.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Development 
Authority (SMEDA) will organize 
a one-day training programme on 
Small Business Startup and Man-
agement for young entrepreneurs 
for profitable business growth on 
December 26 (Monday). The work-
shop will be held at the Islamabad 
Chamber of Small traders and Small 
Industry (ICSTSI) here. The session 
will be organized by SMEDA under 
National Business Development Pro-
gramme (NBDP) for SMEs, to ex-
tend non-financial advisory services 
to small and medium businesses, ac-

cording to a source in the authority. 
The training programme will provide 
information about goal setting, in-
vestment on team, organizing sales 
and marketing systems and strat-
egies, and continuity and sustain-
ability. The programme would also 
highlight reputation management 
and product or service positioning, 
professional networking and direct 
marketing. The training session 
would be attended by small business 
owners and their staff, emerging and 
existing entrepreneurs, and all those 
desirous of improving their knowl-
edge on the subject.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Despite the ban im-
posed on the burning of trash to con-
trol smog, the authorities concerned 
have failed to implement the order 
of the Punjab government and the 
incidents of garbage burning in city 
and cantonment areas could not be 
reduced. The burning of trash is caus-
ing air pollution as instead of prop-
erly disposing garbage and plastic 
bags in several residential areas, they 
are being burnt. The Dean of Public 

Health at Rawalpindi Medical Uni-
versity Professor Syed Arshad Sabir 
declared the situation dangerous for 
human health. He said that due to air 
pollution, problems could arise for 
the residents when they breathe, es-
pecially people who have asthma or 
respiratory diseases. Air pollution is 
also harmful to the health of pregnant 
women, he added. With the increase 
in the severity of cold compared to 
other cities in Rawalpindi. (APP)
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TEVTA contemplating to start evening classes to double enrolment:  
Ahmad Khawar

FAISALABAD: Chief Operating Offi-
cer Technical education & Vocational 
Training Authority Ahmad Khawar 
Shahzad on Friday said that TEV-
TA is contemplating to start evening 
classes to double its enrolment from 
90,000 to 180,000. Addressing a meet-
ing of business community at Faisala-
bad Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FCCI), he said the demand for 
skilled manpower had increased with 
innovation and automation in the in-
dustrial sector. He said that currently 
TEVTA had introduced 230 courses 
in 57 trades while more courses could 
also be added to cater to the emerg-

ing needs. He mentioned Sector Skill 
Councils (SSCs) and said that its prob-
lems would be resolved in consultation 
with the stakeholders. The chief oper-
ating officer said that a meeting would 
be arranged in TEVTA headquarter 
in Lahore, providing an opportunity 
to the industrialists to participate in it 
online and directly discuss and resolve 
their TEVTA-related issues. He said 
that a new building in Shahbazpur had 
been completed and “We have made 
payment of Rs2 million for it.” About 
differently-able children, he said the 
TEVTA could arrange special courses 
for them on the specific request of the 

industrialists. He said that industrialists 
must inform him about new courses 
or change in the existing courses spe-
cifically for the challenged persons. 
He said that a new district Board of 
Management (BOM) for Faisalabad 
had not been formed. He requested the 
president FCCI to nominate a suitable 
person to head the BOM. He asked the 
president Embroidery Association to 
inform him through FCCI about their 
needs of skilled persons, so that it could 
be processed to introduce new courses 
or make necessary amendments in the 
existing courses according to their re-
quirement. (APP)

SFA fines food outlets for poor hygiene

SNGPL employee injured in gas leakage explosion

Noor Jehan remembered on her  
22nd death anniversary

Prosperity of Pakistan lies in complete  
elimination of terrorism: Marriyum

HEC announces national top talent foreign 
scholarships programme for Pak students

Ayaz for action plan to boost  
Pakistan-Kazakhstan trade

HEC seeks applications for interim placement 
of fresh PhDs

34th convocation ceremony held at Pakistan 
Navy Engineering College

ITP distribute gifts among christian employees

Nepal’s ambassador calls on Faisal Karim Kundi

Christmas bazaars being set up in city

All Pakistan Minorities Heritage Photo  
contest to hold Jan. 31

KARACHI: A team of Sindh Food Au-
thority on Friday conducted raids on 
different food outlets in District West 
and imposed fines for poor hygiene 
practices. The raids were conduct-
ed on directives of Director General 
Sindh Food Authority, Imran Bhatti, 
on milk shops, bakeries and restau-
rants in Baldia and Saeedabad area 
by Deputy Director West Bashir 

Khan along with the SFA team and 
mobile food testing laboratory, said a 
statement issued here. The deputy di-
rector imposed fines on food outlets 
for failure in maintaining hygiene 
and cleanliness. He also warned that 
there would be no compromise on 
hygiene rules and strict action will 
be taken against those who violate 
the Sindh Food Authority Act. (APP)

D.I.KHAN: A Sui Northern Gas Pipe-
lines Limited (SNGPL) worker was 
burnt and injured when a fire broke 
out in a pipeline where he was doing 
repair work here near Shorkot Hos-
pital. According to the ongoing report 
of Media Coordinator of Rescue 1122 
Aizaz Mahmood, the repair work 
was underway on a pipeline here 
near Shorkot Hospital when sud-

denly an explosion occurred which 
caused a heavy fire wave and as a re-
sult, 42-year-old SNGPL Worker Au-
rangzeb got seriously injured. After 
receiving the information, the team 
of Rescue 1122 Station-33 reached 
the site and provided first aid to the 
injured worker and later shifted him 
to Civil Hospital Dera Ismail Khan. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The 22nd death an-
niversary of ‘Malika-e-Tarannum’ 
(Queen of Melody) Madam Noor Je-
han was observed on December 23 
(Friday) to remember her valuable 
contribution to the music industry. 
Known as one of the most melodi-
ous voices of South Asia, Noor Jehan 
ruled the Pakistani film and music 
industry for decades and sang thou-
sands of songs and ghazals in urdu, 
Sindhi and Punjabi and was given the 
honorific title of Malika-e-Tarannum. 
Besides playback and ghazals sing-
ing, the queen of melody also proved 
her talent in the field of acting across 
the border. “Malika-e-Tarannum was 
a legendary artist of the sub-con-
tinent who had a unique and melo-
dious voice, which still touches the 
hearts and souls of listeners,” noted 
musician Salman Adil said while 
sharing his views about the Queen 
of Melody. He said that the unique 
voice of Noor Jehan transcended all 
the social, geographical and cultural 

barriers and was widely admired by 
music lovers across the globe. Noor 
Jehan with her unique range of voice 
changed the trend of music due to 
which she was given huge respect 
and admiration by the music fans. 
She was a hardworking artist who 
represented a very strong and im-
pressive image of Pakistani women 
to the world and thousands of her 
students and followers are carrying 
forward her legacy. Along with mak-
ing her identity in the field of sing-
ing and acting, she has the honor of 
becoming the first female film direc-
tor of Pakistani cinema with the film 
‘Chann Wey’ in 1951, Salman high-
lighted. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Friday said that with 
the grace of Allah Almighty a major 
disaster was averted in Islamabad. In 
a tweet, strongly condemning the in-
cident of terrorism, she paid rich trib-
utes to ICT Police and Eagle Squad. 
She said that martyred Adeel Hussain 
who sacrificed his life in the line of 

duty and his injured colleagues were 
heroes of the nation. The minister said 
Pakistan’s prosperity lies in the com-
plete elimination of terrorism from its 
soil. She prayed to Allah Almighty to 
rest the departed soul of the martyred 
in eternal peace and grant courage to 
the bereaved family to bear this loss 
with fortitude. She prayed for the ear-
ly recovery of the injured. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) has announced 
75 National Top Talent Scholarships 
Programme for Pakistani students 
to take admission to MS and PhD 
studies abroad. According to official 
sources, on the auspicious occasion 
of National Celebrations of 75th In-
dependence Anniversary of Pakistan, 
the Government of Pakistan an-
nounced 40 PhD and 35 MS scholar-
ships for Pakistani and Azad Kashmir 
nationals to study in the world’s 25 
top-ranked universities (QS or Times 
Higher Education (THE) Rankings 
only). The sources informed that the 
scholarships will be awarded on the 

provision of proof of confirmed ad-
mission in desired universities and 
selected subjects only. Meanwhile, as 
per eligibility criteria, the applicant 
must be a Pakistani/Azad Kashmir 
national. The candidates must have a 
confirmed/unconditional admission/
enrolment in any of the world’s 25 
top-ranked universities (QS/THE) in 
selected subjects. They must have a 
minimum qualification for MS Schol-
arships: BS/BE/Master’s or equivalent 
to 16 years of education in relevant 
fields of study, while for PhD Schol-
arships: MS/MPhil/ME or equivalent 
to 18 years of education in relevant 
fields of study. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq 
here on Friday highlighted the impor-
tance of developing a plan of action 
for improving trade between Pakistan 
and Kazakhstan, which is a far blow 
to its potential. Addressing the Paki-
stan-Kazakhstan Inter-Governmental 
Joint Commission (IJC), the minister 
said the trade volume between the two 
countries was recorded at just $163 
million in 2022, including $163 million 
exports from Pakistan and $56 im-
ports from Kazakhstan. He said, there 
was a lot of potential available that 
needs to be explored and highlighted 
that both countries should develop a 

plan of action to raise the trade vol-
ume through enhanced trade activi-
ties and the removal of trade barriers. 
He said holding frequent joint busi-
ness council meetings and facilitating 
businesses to introduce products into 
each-others markets could also play a 
vital role in promoting the trade. The 
minister expressed the hope that ear-
ly finalization and signing of a tran-
sit trade agreement between the two 
sides would further enhance bilateral 
trade. The minister said, Pakistan and 
Kazakhstan enjoy good cordial rela-
tions that would be further strength-
ened through this forum, which was 
established back in 1993. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) has invited appli-
cations for the Interim Placement of 
Fresh PhDs (IPFP) programme in all 
areas of study/disciplines under the 
IPFP Phase-Il (Batch-IV). According 
to official sources, HEC launches the 
IPFP programme to create an opportu-
nity for fresh PhDs to obtain academic 
experience and mentorship, for one 
year in Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) and federal/provincial govern-
ment postgraduate colleges prior to 
their formal entry into the academic 
job market. The sources said that as 
per eligibility criteria, the Pakistani/
AJK nationality holders can apply and 

their age at the date of advertisement 
should not be over 40 years. The can-
didates must hold a Ph.D. degree from 
any of the HEC-recognized universi-
ties (Pakistani or foreign) completed 
within the two years preceding the ad-
vertisement, they added. They should 
have published at least two research 
publications in HEC-recognized or 
indexed journals. Only unemployed 
applicants are eligible. However, those 
holding irregular or contract positions 
(or other sub-optimal jobs) in univer-
sities or elsewhere may apply, and if 
selected, will have to resign and sub-
mit a clearance certificate from their 
previous (APP)

KARACHI: The 34th Convocation 
ceremony of Pakistan Navy Engi-
neering College (PNEC) was held 
here on Friday. Chief of the Naval 
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi graced the occasion as 
chief guest. Naval Chief conferred 
382 graduates with PhDs, Masters 
and Bachelor degrees whereas 41 
medals were also awarded to stu-
dents in various academic disciplines 
for outstanding performances. While 
addressing the audience, Chief of 
the Naval Staff highlighted Pakistan 
Navy commitment to train its officers 
at par with regional and international 
navies. The Admiral appreciated that 

the growing number of foreign stu-
dents is a testimony to the college’s 
credentials in the engineering sector. 
Naval Chief extended his heartiest fe-
licitations to the graduating students 
for earning honours and distinctions 
for their outstanding performance in 
academics. During welcome address 
Commandant PNEC highlighted that 
College is imparting quality educa-
tion in the field of engineering and its 
graduates are spread across the globe 
in top organizations of the world. He 
apprised the audience that team of 
PNEC participated in five internation-
al and four national competitions and 
won laurels for Pakistan.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Po-
lice (Traffic Wing) on Friday arranged 
a ceremony in connection with Christ-
mas and distributed gifts among these 
employees. Chief Traffic Officer Dr. 
Syed Mustafa Tanveer joined a cere-
mony held here at traffic police Head-
quarters in honor of Christian employ-
ees on their holy occasion. The event 
was held following the directions of 
IGP Islamabad Dr Akbar Nasir Khan 
and was attended by Christian em-
ployees and other senior police offi-

cers and officials of traffic police. The 
Chief Traffic Officer said, “We are 
proud of Christian employees who are 
serving in various wings of the force.
The minorities enjoy equal rights in 
the country and are contributing sig-
nificantly to its development.” He said, 
“Christmas event gives a lesson and all 
of us should work together to promote 
interfaith harmony.”Dr.Syed Mustafa 
Tanveer also announced holidays for 
Christian employees in the traffic po-
lice force. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Nepal 
to Pakistan Tapas Adhikari here on 
Friday called on Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister Faisal Karim 
Kundi and discussed bilateral rela-
tions and ways to further strengthen 
ties between the two countries. The 

envoy during the meeting discussed 
the recent political development in 
Nepal. “We also discussed the Ne-
pal-Pakistan relations and ways to 
further strengthen ties between the 
two countries”, Tapas Adhikari said.
(APP)

LAHORE: The district adminis-
tration has decided to set up five 
Christmas bazaars in the provincial 
capital on the occasion of Christ-
mas. Deputy Commissioner Lahore 
Muhammad Ali told media on Fri-
day that around three Christmas 
bazaars were being set up in Tehsil 
Shalimar and two bazaars at Tehsil 
Model Town. Assistant commission-
ers concerned will be the in-charge 
of the bazaars and responsible for 
all matters related to arrangements 

and others. He further informed that 
Christmas bazaars were being set at 
Youhanabad, FC Collage Christian 
Colony, Don Bosco High school near 
Railways headquarters, Jallo Morr 
and China Scheme. He said that the 
bazaars would further add on the joy 
of Christmas. The bazaars will re-
main opened from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The deputy commissioner said that 
district administration was striving 
to provide all facilities to the Chris-
tian community of the country.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Hindu Coun-
cil, in order to identify non-Muslim 
holy places of worship across the 
country, has announced the All Paki-
stan Minorities Heritage Photo contest 
under the theme “Non-Muslim Reli-
gious Heritage sites”. The last date for 
participation in the photo competition 
being held with technical support by 
the Press Network of Pakistan is Jan-
uary 31, 2023. The contestants submit-
ting outstanding photos will be award-
ed winning prizes worth Rs 50.000, 
30.000 and 20.000 respectively in ad-
dition to special prizes and certificates 
of appreciation. Patron-in-Chief of Pa-

kistan Hindu Council and Member of 
Parliament Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vank-
wani, in a statement, said that there 
are countless unknown historical holy 
places in the land of Pakistan that are 
in dire need of our attention. “The land 
of present-day Pakistan, having thou-
sands of years of ancient history, is full 
of hidden architectural wonders and 
unique sites that make up part of our 
rich heritage. Undoubtedly, these sites 
are silent witnesses of our glorious 
past,” he stated. Dr. Vankwani further 
said that God Almighty has blessed 
Pakistan with such a priceless treasure 
in the form of historical sites (APP)

One police official 
martyred, six injured in 

suicide blast

IRSA releases 60,800 
cusecs water

NHMP urge motorists 
to use fog lights during 

winte

ISLAMABAD: At least one police 
official embraced martyrdom and 
six others including two civilians re-
ceived injuries after a suicide bomb-
er reportedly blew himself up in the 
I-10/4 sector here on Friday. Bomb 
Disposal Squad and other rescue 
teams rushed to the spot, cordoned 
off the area and started investigating 
the incident. According to a police 
spokesman, a police team stopped a 
suspicious vehicle during checking 
near Street 31 of the I-10/4 sector. 
“As the vehicle stopped, the suicide 
bomber exploded himself,” he add-
ed. The spokesman said the police 
were on alert as it had a tip-off that 
some anti-state elements could carry 
out subversive activities to achieve 
their nefarious designs. Talking to 
the media, Deputy Inspector Gener-
al (Operations) of Islamabad police 
Sohail Zafar Chattha said the timely 
and effective action of police offi-
cials had averted the Federal capi-
tal from a big disaster. He said the 
Eagle Squad intercepted the suspi-
cious vehicle that was exploded by a 
bomber, who died on the spot.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Friday released 
60,800 cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 41,200 
cusecs. According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level in River 
Indus at Tarbela Dam was 1489.29 
feet and was 91.29 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,398 feet. Water 
inflow and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 18,800 cusecs while 
outflow as 27,000 cusecs. The wa-
ter level in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1116.50 feet, which was 
66.50 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 8,600 cusecs 
and 20,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa 
, Guddu and Sukkur was recorded 
at 30,300, 27,700, 20,800 and 2,800 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 8,200 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
2,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Highways and 
Motorway Police (NHMP) has advised 
travelers to use fog lights following 
dropped visibility and high concen-
tration of smog hovering in the air. 
Talking to APP here on Friday, an offi-
cial of NHMP Inspector Saqib Mumtaz 
said that yellow fog lights are designed 
to be used at low speed in fog, heavy 
mist, snow, and other poor-visibility sit-
uations. He said fog lights are different 
from daytime running lights, mounted 
low on the vehicle, with the thinking 
that fog does not settle on the road sur-
face but hovers 12 to 18 inches above 
it. He informed that headlights can be 
too bright in low visibility situations 
and reflect into the driver’s eyes while 
fog lights are safer and more preferred 
by road safety experts. Saqib said that 
fog lights are angled in a particular way 
so that the light directly illuminates the 
road ahead, instead of several feet off 
the ground without disturbing the oth-
er traffic. He said that frontal fog lights 
are designed to help the driver see the 
ground better in low visibility circum-
stances while rear fog lights help other 
drivers in interpreting distance. (APP)
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US inflation eases to 7.1% in November as key Fed meeting begins

Export of Sports goods increases 29.36% during July-November

Fruits, vegetables valuing $133.456 million exported in 5 months

Vast trade potential between Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan need  
to be fully explored: Ulanbek

Vietnam aims to have 34 bln USD foreign investment in agriculture

S.Korea’s ICT products export falls for 5th month in November

Australian industry minister open to establishing national gas reserve

China’s water conservancy investment hits historic high

Pakistan, Kazakhstan should develop action plan to raise trade volume: Ayaz

ISTANBUL: Annual consumer in-
flation in the US came in at 7.1% in 
December, easing from the 7.7% in 
October, according to official figures 
released on Tuesday. The consumer 
price index (CPI), which measures 
changes in the prices of goods and ser-
vices from a consumer’s perspective, 
came in lower than the market esti-
mate of a 7.3% annual increase. The 
figure has been the smallest 12-month 
increase since the period ending De-
cember 2021, while it is a sharp de-

cline from a 9.1% yearly gain in June, 
which had been the largest 12-month 
increase since November 1981. The 
CPI in November rose 0.1% from the 
previous month, again coming below 
the market expectation of a 0.3% gain. 
The CPI in October showed a month-
ly gain of 0.4%. “The food index in-
creased 0.5 percent over the month 
with the food at home index also rising 
0. 5 percent,” the Labor Department 
said in a statement. “The energy index 
decreased 1.6 percent over the month 

as the gasoline index, the natural gas 
index, and the electricity index all de-
clined,” it added.  Core CPI, which 
excludes food and energy, gained 
0.2% in November from the previous 
month, again below the market expec-
tation for a 0.3% rise. In October, core 
CPI also posted a monthly increase 
of 0.3%. Annually, core CPI rose 6% 
in November, also coming below the 
market estimate of a 6.1% gain, while 
it rose 6.3% in October year-on-year. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The export of sports 
goods from the country witnessed an 
increase of 29.36 percent during the 
first five months of the current finan-
cial year (2022-23) as compared to 
the export of corresponding months 
of last year. The country exported 
sports goods worth $174.034 million 
during July-November (2022-23) as 
compared to the export of $135.034 
million during July- November 
(2021-22), showing growth of 29.36 
percent, according to the Pakistan 

Bureau of Statistics (PBS). Among 
the sports products, the exports of 
footballs rose by 60.16 percent as 
its surging from $63.671 million last 
year to $101.976 million during the 
current year. The gloves exports 
however dropped by 2.73 percent 

by going down from the US $31.724 
million last year to US $30.857 mil-
lion during the current year, the PBS 
data revealed. Likewise, the exports 
of all other sports goods increased 
by 5.56 percent to $41.843 million 
from US $39.639 million last year. 
Meanwhile, year-on-year basis the 
sports goods export witnessed an 
increase of 18.85 percent in Novem-
ber 2022 as compared with the ex-
port of the same month of last year. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Different fruits and 
vegetables worth $133.456 mil-
lion were exported during first five 
months of current financial year as 
compared the exports of the corre-
sponding period of last year. The ex-
ports of vegetables from the country 
during the period under review grew 
by 20.86 percent, where as exports of 
fruits decreased by 37.24 percent as 
compared to exports of correspond-
ing period of last year. During the pe-
riod from July-November, 2022 about 

423,489 metric tons of vegetables 
valuing $121.976 million exported 
as compared the exports of 278,244 
metric tons worth $100.926 million 
of same period last year. However, 
the exports of fresh fruits from the 
country during period under re-
view decreased by 37.24 percent as 
about 187,744 metric tons of fruits 
worth $111.480 million exported as 
against the exports of 211,640 met-
ric tons valuing $177.631 million of 
same period last year, according the 

data of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. 
In last five months, about 48 metric 
tons of leguminous vegetables worth 
$47,000 exported, which posted 100 
percent growth as compared the 
exports of same period of last year. 
On the other hand, $185.952 million 
earned by exporting about 71,659 
metric tons of fish and fish prepara-
tions as against the exports of 56,731 
metric tons of fish valuing $150.502 
million of same period of last year. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kyr-
gyzstan to Pakistan Ulanbek Totuiaev 
Friday emphasised the need to fully 
tap the existing vast trade potential 
between the two countries besides fur-
ther cementing the existing economic 
relations on sound footing. Inaugurat-
ing the Kyrgyzstan Trade House, he 
said Kyrgyzstan products will be dis-
played here to attract Pakistani buyers 
and investors in diversified sectors. 
He said Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan are 

enjoying cordial relations, but their bi-
lateral trade of around US$ 8-9 million 
is much below the actual potential of 
the two countries. He said that both 
countries are doing trade in limited 
areas and they should focus on diver-
sification of trade to achieve better-de-
sired results. He said that Kyrgyzstan 
exported coal this year to Pakistan and 
is a rich country in natural resources, 
can supply more products to Paki-
stan while Pakistan can export many 

products to Kyrgyzstan including 
pharmaceuticals, textiles, and agricul-
tural products. He said Kyrgyzstan is 
importing marble from India and Pa-
kistani marble exporters have a good 
opportunity to capture the market in 
Kyrgyzstan. Ulanbek Totuiaev said 
that a China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
railway project would be extended to 
Peshawar through Afghanistan in the 
future which would help in boosting 
trade relations. (Agencies)

HANOI: Vietnam set a target of having 
34 billion U.S. Dollars of foreign in-
vestment in agriculture by 2030, local 
newspaper Vietnam news reported on 
Friday. The Southeast Asian country is 
introducing measures to achieve the 
target, including strengthening collab-
oration with large corporations and 

having better understanding of poten-
tial investors’ needs, according to the 
newspaper. For an agriculture-based 
country like Vietnam, the amount of 
foreign investment in the sector has 
been modest, the newspaper said, cit-
ing Ta Thu Trang from the Institute for 
Policy and Strategy under the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MARD). During 2009-2021, foreign 
investors registered nearly 2,000 proj-
ects worth more than 17.6 billion U.S. 
dollars, equivalent to only 5.7 percent 
of all projects and 4.3 percent of total 
investment in Vietnam, respectively, 
said Trang.(Agencies)

SEOU: South Korea’s export of the 
information and communications 
technology (ICT) products kept fall-
ing for the fifth consecutive month 
through November, government data 
showed Friday. The ICT products 
shipment decreased 22.5 percent over 

the year to 16.66 billion U.S. Dollars 
in November, according to the Min-
istry of Trade, Industry and Energy. 
Global demand for locally-made tech 
products weakened amid rising wor-
ry about global economic downturn. 
Semiconductor export dropped 28.4 

percent to 8.66 billion dollars last 
month due to lower prices for mem-
ory chips. Display panel shipment 
retreated 17.3 percent to 2.01 billion 
dollars, and mobile devices export 
shrank 6.2 percent to 1.38 billion dol-
lars in November.(Agencies)

CANBERRA: Australian Minister for 
Resources Madeleine King has re-
vealed that the government is consider-
ing establishing a national gas reserve 
as a solution to future supply issues. 
Ahead of the parliament being recalled 
on Thursday to vote on the govern-

ment’s plan for short-term energy price 
relief, King said that a national reserve 
would be considered as a long-term 
solution. The parliament will debate the 
government’s plan to cap the wholesale 
price of liquefied natural gas (LNG) at 
12 Australian Dollars (8.1 U.S. dollars) 

per gigajoule (GJ), less than half the av-
erage short-term price -- for 12 months. 
The price of coal will be capped at 125 
AUD (85 USD) a ton temporarily, with 
the government supporting producers 
whose costs exceed the capped price.
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s investment in wa-
ter conservancy projects surpassed 
1 trillion Yuan (about 143.8 billion 
U.S. Dollars) in the January-No-
vember period of 2022, already a 
record annual high since 1949, the 
Ministry of Water Resources said 
Friday. Investment increased by 33 
percent during this period in com-

parison with the figure registered 
for the entire 2021, data from the 
ministry showed. Some 25,000 new 
water conservancy projects com-
menced nationwide in this period, 
3,767 more than last year. The ma-
jority of this investment flowed to 
flood prevention, water transfer 
programs and water ecological res-

toration, according to the ministry. 
While maintaining a focus on these 
areas, the ministry will also step up 
efforts to modernize irrigation fa-
cilities, improve rural water supply 
and promote the utilization of in-
telligent technologies in 2023, said 
Vice Minister of Water Resources 
Liu Weiping. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq 
on Friday said that Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan should develop a plan of 
action to raise present trade volume 
through enhanced business activities 
and removal of trade barriers. “Hold-
ing frequent Joint Business Council 

meetings and trade exhibitions to in-
troduce products in each other’s mar-
kets can play a pivotal role”, the min-
ister said while addressing the 11th 
session of Pakistan-Kazakhstan Inter 
Governmental Joint Session (IJC) 
here. The signing of the Quadripar-
tite Memorandum between two sides 

would further strengthen the trade 
prospects between the two sides, he 
said. “We are also looking forward to 
the early finalization and signing of 
the Transit Trade Agreement between 
the two sides, which will further-
strengthen bilateral trade between the 
two sides” he said. (Agencies)

Tokyo stocks open lower on Fed rate hike worries

PSX loses 169 points

US agricultural futures close mixed

European stock markets close Tuesday higher

Rupee sheds 22 paisa against dollar

Pakistan Railways resumes Pakistan Express 
service to facilitate passengers

TOKYO: Tokyo stocks opened lower 
on Friday, after Wall Street stocks 
tumbled, with more positive eco-
nomic data prompting concerns 
among investors about rate hikes by 
the US Federal Reserve. The bench-
mark Nikkei 225 index was down 
1.11 percent, or 293.40 points, at 
26,214.47 in early trade, while the 
broader Topix index lost 0.75 per-
cent, or 14.37 points, to 1,893.80. 
The dollar stood at 132.39 yen in 
early Asian trade, against 132.36 
yen in New York on Thursday. Over-
night, Wall Street stocks tumbled 
after the release of data that indicat-
ed a strong labour market and bet-
ter-than-expected economic growth. 
The Dow finished 1.1 percent lower, 
while the tech-heavy Nasdaq Com-
posite fell 2.2 percent. The Fed has 
hiked its benchmark lending rate 
multiple times this year to rein in 
surging inflation. Although it mod-
erated its pace of rate increases this 
month, Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
has signalled that the central bank’s 

battle is not yet over, fuelling market 
jitters. A resilient economy could 
see inflation remaining at higher 
levels, prompting the Fed to push on 
with steep rate hikes and hold them 
at higher levels for longer. “Inves-
tors were disheartened by falls in 
US high-tech shares,” Mizuho Se-
curities said in a note, adding “it is 
a difficult season for sell-orders as 
we approach the year-end and new 
year” holidays. Prices in Japan rose 
at their fastest pace since 1981 in 
November, fuelled in part by high-
er energy costs, data showed before 
the opening bell Friday. Core con-
sumer prices, which exclude volatile 
fresh food costs, climbed 3.7 percent 
year-on-year last month, according 
to data released by the internal af-
fairs ministry. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The 100-index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed a bearish trend on Friday, los-
ing 169.13 points, a negative change 
of 0.42 percent, closing at 39,669.20 
against 39,838.33 points on the previ-
ous day. A total of 132,633,704 shares 
were traded during the day as com-
pared to 194,531,037 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the price of shares 
stood at Rs 4.590 billion against Rs 
5.486 billion on the last trading day. 
As many as 327 companies transact-
ed their shares in the stock market; 
104 of them recorded gains and 189 
sustained losses, whereas the share 
price of 34 companies remained un-

changed. The three top-trading com-
panies were Hub Power Company 
with 8,316,311 shares at Rs 62.89 per 
share, Pak Petroleum with 6,853,755 
shares at Rs 57.47 per share and Pak 
Refinery with 6,114,135 shares at Rs 
12.63 per share. Pak Services wit-
nessed a maximum increase of Rs 
68 per share price, closing at Rs1500, 
whereas the runner-up was Premi-
um Textile with a Rs 27.10 rise in its 
per share price to Rs 669.38. Rafhan 
Maize witnessed a maximum de-
crease of Rs 511 per share closing at
Rs 7400.00 followed by Nestle Paki-
stan with a Rs 385.10 decline to close
at Rs 4865. (Agencies)

CHICAGO: Chicago board of Trade 
(CBOT) agricultural futures closed 
mixed on Friday, with corn and 
wheat rising and soybean falling. 
The most active corn contract for 
March delivery rose 10 cents, or 
1.55 percent, to settle at 6.54 U.S. 
Dollars per bushel. March wheat 
soared 20.5 cents, or 2.79 percent, 
to settle at 7.5475 dollars per bush-
el. January soybean fell 23.25 cents, 
or 1.57 percent, to settle at 14.605 
dollars per bushel. Wheat and corn 
futures were sharply higher on the 
increasing military tensions in the 
Black Sea. Also, there is a desire of 
fund managers to trim their hefty 
net short wheat position before the 
new trading year. The sheer size of 

the Brazilian soybean crop will cap 
rallies at 15.00 dollars for March 
soybean futures. Chicago-based re-
search company AgResource looks 
to reward a March corn futures ral-
ly to 6.60 dollars or above with new 
cash sales. U.S. weekly export in-
spections for the week ending Dec. 
8 were 19.9 million bushels of corn, 
67.5 million bushels of soybeans 
and 8 million bushels of wheat, all 
lower than trade expectations. For 
respective crop years to date, U.S. 
corn exports were down 126 million 
bushels or 31 percent; U.S. wheat 
exports down 10 million bushels or 
2 percent; and U.S. soybean exports 
down 80 million bushels or 19 per-
cent.(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: European stocks closed 
in positive territory Tuesday. The 
STOXX Europe 600, which includes 
around 90% of the market capital-
ization of the European market in 
17 countries, was up 5.62 points, or 
1.29%, at 442.60. The UK’s FTSE 100 
added 56 points, or 0. 76%, to close 
at 7,502. Germany’s DAX 30 rose 191 

points, or 1.34%, to end the session 
at 14,497. France’s CAC 40 was the 
best performer of the day, adding 94 
points, or 1.42%, to finish the second 
trading day of the week at 6,744. 
Spain’s IBEX 35 rose 68 points, or 
0.83%, to 8,327. Italy’s FTSE MIB 
added 333 points, or 1.37%, to 24,636 
at the closing bell.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The exchange rate of 
the Pakistan rupee depreciated by 22 
paisa against the US dollar in the in-
terbank trading on Friday and closed 
at Rs 225.64 against the previous 
day’s closing of Rs 225.42. According 
to the Forex Association of Pakistan 
(FAP), the buying and selling rates 
of dollar in the open market were 
recorded at Rs 232.5 and Rs 234.7 re-
spectively. The price of the euro was 
decreased by 06 paisa and closed at 
Rs 239.72 against the previous day’s 

closing of Rs 239.78, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The 
Japanese Yen lost one paisa to close 
at Rs1.70, whereas an increase of 83 
paisa was witnessed in the exchange 
rate of the British Pound, which was 
traded at Rs 272.27 as compared 
to its last closing of Rs 273.06. The 
exchange rates of the Emirates Dir-
ham and Saudi Riyal increased by 
06 paisa each unchanged to close at 
Rs 61.44 and Rs 60.00 respectively.
(Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Railways on 
Friday resumed Pakistan Express ser-
vice to facilitate the passengers. Ac-
cording to Pakistan Railways Rawal-
pindi Division spokesman, Pakistan 
Railways on the demand of the public 
had decided to resume the Pakistan 
Express service from December 23. 
He informed that the step was taken 
on the direction of Railways Minister 
Khawaja Saad Rafique. The express 
would run between Rawalpindi and 
Karachi. Advance booking for Pa-
kistan Express had also been start-

ed, he added. Keeping in view the 
convenience of the public, with the 
economy class coaches, one AC busi-
ness and two AC standard additional 
coaches were also attached with Paki-
stan Express which was discontinued 
due to devastation caused by mon-
soon rains and flash floods in recent 
months. He informed that Shahjahan 
Alam, Transportation Officer, Rawal-
pindi Division and Dr. Naveed Atta 
Malik, SMO ensured departure of Pa-
kistan Express from Rawalpindi at 6 
am today. (Agencies)
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ISLAMABAD: National Men and 
Women Netball Championships will 
be held from February 11 to 14, 2023 
at Pakistan Sports Complex Islam-
abad, Pakistan Netball Federation 
(NBF) said on Friday. The champion-
ships will be played under the super-
vision of PNF in collaboration with 
the Pakistan Sports Board. Pakistan 
WAPDA will defend their title in both 
men and women events. President of 
NBF Mudassar Arain in a statement 
said that 16 teams from all over the 
country had been invited to partici-
pate in the event. The teams include 
Pakistan Army,  Pakistan Railways, 
Pakistan Air Force, Pakistan Navy, 

Pakistan WAPDA, Pakistan Police, 
Higher Education Commission, 
LUMS, Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan In-
ter Board, AJK, Sindh, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, LGS, Balochistan and Is-
lamabad. The Manager’s Meeting of 
the participants will be held on Febru-
ary 10. The semifinals will be played 
on February 13,  while the finals of 
both events will be held on February 
14. After the final matches, trophies, 
medals and certificates will be deliv-
ered to the winning teams. Mudassar 
that the players showing good perfor-
mance during the championships will 
be selected for the national men and 
women teams. (Agencies)

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board has unveiled a star-studded 
commentary panel for the two ICC 
World Test Championship fixtures 
and three ICC Men’s Cricket World 
Cup Super League matches between 
Pakistan and New Zealand starting 
26 December. A spokesman for the 
PCB said here on Friday that Bazid 
Khan, Chris Harris, Danny Morrison 
(ODIs only), Scott Styris (second test 
and ODIs), Simon Doull (Tests only), 
Urooj Mumtaz and Waqar Younis 
will call action during New Zea-
land’s historic tour. Sikander Bakht 
will host the pre- and post-match 
show, Pitch Side, which will provide 

the viewers in-depth analysis of the 
action. Twenty-seven full high-defi-
nition cameras – including buggy 
cam – will beam the action around 
the world and complete Hawkeye 
review system will be available for 
the two series, he added. He said 
the two sides will play the first Test 
at the National Bank Cricket Arena 
from 26 December. They will travel 
to Multan for the second Test (3-7 
January). These two matches are Pa-
kistan’s final assignment in the ICC 
World Test Championship. Pakistan 
and New Zealand will travel back to 
Karachi for the three ODIs – on 10, 
12 and 14 January. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Top seed Aqeel Khan 
and second seed Muhammad Shoaib 
made it to the final of men’s singles 
of the 8th Begum Kulsum Saiful-
lah Khan National Ranking Tennis 
Tournament 2022 after notching up 
wins in the semifinals at the PTF-
SDA Tennis Complex Islamabad on 
Friday. Aqeel dispatched Muzammil 
Murtaza in straight sets 7-5, 6-1, 
while Shoaib prevailed against Mu-
hammad Abid 6-2, 6-2. In the ladies’ 
singles first semi-final, seasoned 
Sarah Mahboob outmaneuvered 
Natalia Zaman 6-2, 6-1 to take on 
Noor Malik in the final, who in the 
other semifinal outplayed Meheq 
Khokhar 6-2, 6-3. The finals of both 
categories will be held on Saturday. 
Competitions were also held in other 
categories on Friday. Following are 
the complete results: Men’s Singles 
Semi-Finals: Aqeel Khan bt Mu-
zammil Murtaza 7-5,6-1; M. Shoaib 
bt M. Abid 6-2,6-2 Men’s Doubles 
Fourth Quarter-Finals: Aisam-ul-Haq 
Qureshi / Aqeel Khan bt Bilal Asim 
/ Mahatir Muhammad 6-0,6-0 Ladies 
Singles Semi-Finals: Sarah Mahboob 

bt Natalia Zaman 6-2, 6-1: Noor Ma-
lik bt Meheq Khokhar 6-2,6-3 Boys 
Singles Quarter Finals: Hamid Israr 
bt Hamza Roman 6-2,6-3; M. Talha 
Khan bt Mahatir Muhammad 6-1,4-
6,7-5; Sami Zeb Khan bt Ahmed 
Nael Qureshi 6-4, 6-4; Bilal Asim bt 
Farman Shakeel 3-6,6-3,3-0 (retd) 
Boys 14& Under Singles Quarter-Fi-
nals: Abdul Basit bt Taimoor Ansari 
4-2,5-3; Abubakar Talha bt Nabeel 
Ali Qayum 4-1,4-0; Sameer Zaman 
bt Haziq Asim 4-2,4-2; Amir Mazari 
bt Muzammil Bhand 4-2,4-2 Girls 
14& Under Singles Semi-Finals: 
Soha Ali bt Lalarukh Sajid 4-0,4-0; 
Zunaisha Noor bt Mahrukh Sajid 
4-2,1-4,4-0;Boys / Girls 12&Under 
Singles Quarter-Finals: Hajra bt M. 
Arsalan 4-2,4-2; Razik Sultan bt Ih-
sanullah Kabir 4-1,3-5,4-1; Hassan 
Usmani bt Shayan Afridi 5-4(4); 
2-4,5-4(3); Abdur Rehman bt Haziq 
Areejo 4-0,4-1Men’s 45Plus Dou-
bles Semi-Finals: Mahmood Khan 
/ Azeem Khan bt Talha Waheed / 
Rashid Ali 2-6,6-3(10-7); Rashid Ma-
lik / Israr Gul bt Imran Ahmad / Col.
Zia 6-0, 6-2.(Agencies)

LAHORE: The newly appointed Chair-
man of the Management committee 
of the Pakistan Cricket Board, Najam 
Sethi chaired the first meeting of the 
Committee here at the National High 
Performance Centre on Friday. The 
Management Committee received a de-
tailed update on the HBL Pakistan Su-
per League 8 and desired to add Quetta 
as the fifth venue for the eighth edition 
of the PCB’s annual marquee event, 
which is scheduled to be held from 13 
February to 19 March. To ensure Bug-
ti Stadium was ready to host the HBL 
PSL 8 matches, the Committee agreed 
that PCB will work closely with the lo-
cal administration for upgradation and 
renovation of the Bugti Stadium, while 
separate discussions will take place 

between PCB security experts and lo-
cal authorities to ensure the safety and 
security of all the participants, officials 
and spectators. Najam Sethi said: “I am 
delighted that seven years after launch-
ing the HBL Pakistan Super League, I 
am today announcing our commitment 
to add Bugti Stadium in Quetta as the 
fifth venue for our marquee event. Bug-
ti Stadium is the home ground of Quet-
ta Gladiators and we still remember the 
incredible scenes when the Gladiators 
visited the city after winning the 2019 
tournament. “The passionate cricket 
fans of Quetta have been waiting for 
long to watch high-profile cricket in 
their backyard and I am pleased that 
we will now bring HBL PSL matches to 
their doors. (Agencies)

DHAKA: Rishabh Pant and Shreyas 
Iyer hit aggressive half-centuries Fri-
day to come within breathing distance 
of Bangladesh’s first innings total af-
ter pulling their side out of trouble at 
the second Test in Dhaka. Pant hit an 
unbeaten 86 off 89 balls and Iyer was 
batting on 58 as India reached 226-4 
at tea on the second day, trailing Ban-
gladesh’s first innings total by only 
one run. Taijul Islam claimed three 
early wickets in the second morning 
before Taskin Ahmed had Virat Kohli 
caught behind for 24 in the post-lunch 
session, leaving India in serious trou-
ble after resuming on 19-0. But Pant 
and Iyer launched a counterattack to 

add 132 runs in their unbroken fifth 
wicket stand to put the pressure back 
on their opponents. Pant has been at 
his level best, hitting five sixes and six 
fours so far and completing his 11th 
Test fifty off 49 balls in the process. 
Bangladesh missed some key oppor-
tunities to take control of the Match. 
Mehidy Hasan dropped Iyer on 19 off 
Taskin before wicketkeeper Nurul 
Hasan missed a simple stumping 
chance off Shakib soon after. The first 
session of the day belonged to Bangla-
desh as Taijul had KL Rahul (10) and 
Shubman Gill (20) out leg-before in 
successive overs before he dismissed 
Cheteshwar Pujara for 24. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: You may not have reached 
all the goals you set yourself at the 
start of the year but there is still time 
to make your mark. Today’s new 
moon will encourage you to redouble 
your efforts on the work front and 
make that breakthrough you’ve been 
dreaming of.
– TAURUS: All those annoying restric-
tions that have been holding you back 
will be lifted today and over the week-
end. Enjoy your new-found sense of 
freedom but don’t celebrate too long 
or too hard. There is a lot of important 
business that needs to be dealt to.
– GEMINI: Your main aim now must 
be to tie up loose ends, both in your 
personal life and in your career, and 
make peace with those you have fall-
en out with in recent weeks. Your dif-
ferences of opinion are not so huge as 
to stop you from working together.
– CANCER: As today’s new moon 
falls in your opposite sign of Capri-
corn you won’t have to strive too hard 
to get your message across to part-
ners and loved ones, but keep your 
ears open too. You don’t know it all, 
so listen to those with a different per-
spective.
– LEO: Minor chores can and must 
be finished over the next 24 hours, 
because if they remain undone they 
will hold you back and make it harder 

to excel at things of a creative nature. 
Get the boring stuff out of the way 
first and then have fun.
– VIRGO: If you start something new 
today it has a terrific chance of suc-
cess. Your schedule may be incred-
ibly tight and you don’t want to add 
to your workload but this is a project 
that will bring the kind of joy you have 
been searching for. Go for it!
– LIBRA: Stay focused on home-relat-
ed matters today and over the week-
end. There are a number of issues that 
need to be dealt with and your skill 
at bringing people together is going 
to be in demand. You have a happy 
knack of turning tears into smiles.
– SCORPIO: Get up, get out and get 
at them. That is the message of the 
new moon and if you follow it today 
and over the weekend you will have a 
great deal of fun. You could also meet 
someone who opens a career door 
that was previously shut tight.
– SAGITTARIUS: You may be tempt-
ed to take it for granted that the mon-
ey will keep coming but that could 
be a mistake. Today’s new moon is a 
promising omen for your finances but 
if you want the cashflow to continue 
you need to search for new sources of 
income.
– CAPRICORN: You have made a 
huge amount of progress in recent 
months and now the Sun is moving 
through your sign you can move up 
to an even higher level. Today’s new 
moon will inspire you to reach for the 
stars and make them your own.
– ACQUARIUS: What occurs today 
and over the weekend will be chal-
lenging to say the least but you will 
rise to that challenge and confirm to 
the world that you have both grown 
up and toughened up. Your place in 
the world could be on the up soon as 
well.
– PISCES: Today’s new moon will 
make it easy for you to get assistance 
from friends and family, so if you need 
help – for any reason at all – just open 
your mouth and make a request.
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PSF National Squash 
Championship 2022 

kicks off
ISLAMABAD: The PSF National 
Squash Championship 2022 rolled 
into action at Mushaf Squash Com-
plex, here on Monday. The event has 
been organized by Pakistan Squash 
Federation (PSF) as part of its ef-
forts to promote the game of squash 
in the country. The championship is 
taking place in various categories 
– the senior events, which include 
men seniors, women seniors and the 
1st National Masters Championship 
are scheduled from December 23-
25. The junior boys and girls events 
will be played from December 25-
28. The junior boys’ event includes 
U-11, U-13, U-15, U-17, and U-19 
categories, whereas junior girls’ 
event will be played in U-15 and 
U-19 age groups. An amount of Rs 
900,000/- will be distributed as prize 
money amongst players. The 1st and 
2nd round matches of senior events 
were played on Friday. Following 
are the results: Men Senior Round 
1: Noor Zaman (KP) bt Abdullah 
(Army) 11/5, 12/10, 11/9 (25 min), 
Tanveer (KP) bt Kamran (KP) 12/10, 
9/11, 12/10 11/7 (28 Min), Faraz 
(Navy) bt Arbab Mehran (KP) 11/8, 
11/5, 11/3 (17 min), Samiulah (KP) 
bt Naveed Rehman (Sindh) 10/12, 
11/3, 11/9, 6/11, 11/8 (41 min), Ham-
za Khan (Army) bt Zain Ramzan 
((PB) 9/5 (Retd), Waqar Mehboob 
(KP) bt Fawad (KP) 11/8, 11/3, 11/8 
(20 min), Ashar Butt (PB) bt Waji-
hullah (KP) 11/2, 11/4, 11/3 17Min, 
Zeeshan zeb (KP) by Mehmood Me-
hboob (PB) 11/2, 11/4, 11/3 18 Min, 
Nasir Ibqal (Wapda) bt Anas Ali (KP) 
12/10, 11/3, 11/8 15 Min, Abdul Qa-
dir (PB) bt Khaqan Malik (PB) 8/11, 
9/11, 11/5, 11/5, 11/2 25 Min, Sadam 
Ul Haq (Army) bt Varun Asif (PB) 
11/4, 11/1, 11/9 18 Min, Bilal Zakir 
(Army) bt Abdullah (KP) 11/7, 11/3, 
11/4 17m, Salman Saleem (PB) bt 
Jawad (KP) 11/5, 11/7, 11/9, 19 Min, 
Mutahir Ali (KP) bt Owais Mastor 
(Sindh) 11/3, 11/8. (Agencies)

Man City knock out holders Liverpool in League Cup thriller

England’s Curran the big winner at IPL auction

Swabi upset Mardan to win Inter-Constituency Women Games

DG, SBP announces bonus for all Christian employees  
on Christmas By Sohail Ali

MANCHESTER: Nathan Ake’s head-
er proved decisive as Manchester City 
knocked holders Liverpool out of the 
League Cup in a dramatic 3-2 win at 
the Etihad Stadium on Thursday. This 
last-16 clash marked the return to 
competitive action of two of English 
football’s heavyweights following the 
World Cup break and their latest en-
counter was a high-octane affair. Pre-
mier League champions City twice led 
through Erling Haaland and Riyad 
Mahrez, only for Liverpool to waste 
little time in drawing level thanks to 

goals from Fabio Carvalho and Mo-
hamed Saleh. But after Ake made it 
3-2 shortly before the hour mark, the 
visitors were unable to fashion a third 
equaliser. City manager Pep Guardi-
ola named six World Cup players in 

his starting XI. Ake, Manuel Akanji, 
Aymeric Laporte, Rodri, Kevin De 
Bruyne and Ilkay Gundogan were all 
involved from the kick-off. Liverpool 
boss Jurgen Klopp, whose side pipped 
Chelsea 11-10 in a marathon penal-
ty shoot-out at Wembley in February 
as the Reds won the League Cup for 
a record ninth time, also named a 
strong side. The German’s forward 
line included Salah, making his first 
appearance in the League Cup outside 
of finals since October 2020, Darwin 
Nunez and Carvalho. (Agencies)

KOCHI: England all-rounder Sam 
Curran became the most expensive 
player bought by the money-spin-
ning Indian Premier League on Fri-
day when Punjab Kings paid 185 
million rupees ($2.23 million) for his 
services. The left-arm quick and at-
tacking middle-order batsman was 
among a selection of the world’s top 
cricketers going under the hammer 
this year. His purchase set a local 
currency record, surpassing South 
African all-rounder Chris Morris 
who was snatched up by Rajasthan 

Royals for 162.5 million rupees in 
2021. Morris’s deal was worth $2.25 
million at the time but the Indian 
currency has stumbled in recent 
months on the back of inflation and 
global economic headwinds. Curran 

was Player of the Tournament in the 
T20 World Cup after his skills as a 
“death bowler” closing down op-
position batsmen in the final overs 
turned him into a potent weapon for 
England. The left-arm quick and at-
tacking middle-order batsman had a 
successful stint with Chennai Super 
Kings but parted ways after a back 
injury and missed the 2022 edition. 
Curran has a strike rate of nearly 150 
and was placed in the top band of 
the auction list alongside big-hitting 
compatriot Ben Stokes.(Agencies)

PESHAWAR: Star player Swa-
bi Tahzeeb Khan on Friday ham-
mered a cracking unbeaten 43 runs 
steering her team to clinch the cov-
eted trophy of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Inter-Constituency Wom-
en’s Games-2022 Cricket, played 
at BISE Mardan Sports Complex 
ground. Opener Tahzeeb along with 
another opening star Maryium Khan 
guided their team to a comfortable 
9-wicket victory with Maryium the 
first to be out for 28 runs including 
one six and four boundaries. Tah-

zeeb smashed an unbeaten 43 runs 
including four sixes and two bound-
aries. The strong Mardan team had 
the services of cricket players includ-
ing Kainat, Salma, Tuba, Aiman and 
Javeria but they failed against the 
Swabi team. Mardan won the toss 
and scored 85 runs for the loss of 
four wickets. Kainat was the leading 
contributor with her 27 runs includ-
ing three boundaries, Aiman made 
23 with two boundaries and one six, 
whereas Salma and Tuba scored 17 
runs each with two boundaries. For 

Swabi right-arm Maryium, Nooreen, 
Arsh and Tahzeeb took one wicket 
each. Arsh was also the pick of the 
pack who took three timely diffi-
cult catches and played a key role 
in her team’s victory as a fielder on 
the long-on boundary. Mardan had 
set up an 86 runs winning target for 
Swabi. Tahzeeb and Mariyum, who 
recently represented KP in the PCB 
Women U19 Cricket, played a key 
role in their team victory with star 
fielder Arsha Khan who took three 
catches. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Director General Sports 
Punjab Muhammad Tariq Qureshi 
said that Christian community is an 
important part of our society and it 
is playing its due role in nation build-
ing. He expressed these views at a 
cake-cutting ceremony to express 

solidarity with Christian commu-
nity on Christmas, here at National 
Hockey Stadium on Friday. Director 
Sports Chand Perveen, Assistant 
Director Zahoor Ahmed, Zareena 
Waqar, Shaista Qaiser, Mohayyud-
din, Rehmatullah and others were 

also present on this occasion. Mu-
hammad Tariq Qureshi cut a cake 
and wished merry Christmas to all 
Christians on this big occasion and 
announced a bonus of Rs 3,000 each 
for all Christian employees. (Agen-
cies)

National Netball Championships in February 
next year

PCB announces star-studded commentary  
panel for New Zealand tour Sohail Ali

Aqeel to face Shoaib in Begum Kulsum  
Saifullah tourney final

PCB Management Committee plans to add 
Quetta as a Venue for HBL PSL 8

Pant, Iyer half-tons power India chase
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ISLAMABAD: President Arif Alvi on 
Friday approved the appointment of 
Advocate Supreme Court Mansoor 
Usman Awan, as Attorney Gener-
al for Pakistan. The president also 

accepted the resignation of Ashtar 
Ausaf Ali from the post of Attorney 
General. The president gave the ap-
proval under the Article 100 of the 
Constitution. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry on Fri-
day strongly condemned the suicide 
blast in I-10/4, Islamabad in which 
one policeman embraced Shahadat 
and many police personnel and civil-
ians got injured. In a press statement 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari President, 
Faad Waheed Senior Vice President 
and Engineer Muhammad Azhar ul 
islam Zafar Vice President of ICCI ex-
pressed condolences to the bereaved 
family and paid tribute to the courage 
and valour of the martyred police-
man. Wishing an early recovery to 
the injured ones, the business leaders 
said that the resurgence of the inci-
dents of blasts and terrorist attacks 
is mounting concerns in the busi-
ness community as they are feeling 
insecure due to such incidents. They 
said that the economy of Pakistan has 

already suffered a huge loss of over 
US$ 150 billion in the war against ter-
ror and the country cannot afford the 
re-emergence of terrorists as it would 
badly damage the economy and tar-
nish the image of the country at na-
tional and international levels. They 
said that Pakistan needed a peaceful 
environment to promote business 
and investment activities to steer the 
economy out of current challeng-
es. They urged the government to 
fight out terrorism with full force in 
all its forms and manifestations and 
break the nexus between terrorists, 
their supporters and sympathisers to 
achieve a peaceful and stable envi-
ronment. They further stressed that 
the writ of the state should be estab-
lished at all costs and no one should 
be allowed to derail the hard-earned 
gains of the war on terror. (Agencies)

KATHMANDU: Notorious French 
serial killer Charles Sobhraj, the titu-
lar “Serpent” of the hit Netflix drama 
series, was responsible for a string of 
murders throughout Asia. The char-
ismatic conman, 78, was for nearly 
two decades serving a life sentence 
in Nepal for killing two tourists in 
Kathmandu in the 1970s. He was 
freed from prison on health grounds 
on Friday, and was due to be deport-
ed to France within 15 days. After a 
troubled childhood and several pris-
on terms in France for petty crimes, 
he began travelling the world in the 
early 1970s, befriending and robbing 
young backpackers as he made his 
way along the drug-fuelled Hippie 
Trail from Europe to Southeast Asia. 

He eventually arrived in Thailand, 
where he was implicated in his first 
murder, that of a young American 
woman whose body was found on 
a beach in Pattaya in 1975. “He was 
cultured, courteous,” said Nadine 
Gires, who befriended Sobhraj when 
he moved into her Bangkok apart-
ment building that year. But she soon 
began to fear her fast-talking neigh-
bour, who masqueraded as a gem-
stone trader to lure cash-strapped 
travellers before drugging, rob-
bing and killing them. “Many peo-
ple were getting sick in his home,” 
she told AFP last year. “He was not 
only a swindler, a seducer, a robber 
of tourists, but an evil murderer.”  
(Agencies)

MULTAN: A delegation of Multan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
MCCI), led by President Mian Rashid 
Iqbal, called on Chief Commissioner 
Inland Revenue Abid Mahmood Khan 
at his office here today. Former Presi-
dents MCCI Mian Fazal Elahi Sheikh, 
Khawaja Muhammad Hussain and 
Secretary General Muhammad 
Shafiq, Additional Commissioner Bi-
lal Ahmed and Ms. Zahida Sarfraz 
were present on the occasion. MCCI 
president Mian Rashid Iqbal, while 
talking to Chief Commissioner Inland 
Revenue, said that economy was pass-

ing through crisis and increasing the 
tax net is inevitable for which there 
was a need to create friendly environ-
ment between the FBR and the tax-
payers so that people willingly submit 
their taxes by entering into tax net. 
He suggested to conduct meetings 
with the business community of each 
sector at chamber and to hold open 
courts and listened their problems 
to achieve the objectives. On this oc-
casion, the chamber representatives 
gave suggestions to increase the tax 
net and informed about the problems.  
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a special 
seminar on Quaid-e-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah’s leadership and 
thinking Thursday said the people 
of Pakistan were far ahead of their 
leaders and waiting for someone 
bearing Jinnah’s vision and integrity. 
The seminar ‘Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah: His Vision and Struggle’ was or-
ganised by the Centre for Aerospace 
& Security Studies (CASS), said a 
news release issued here. The panel 
included former Federal minister for 
Information and Broadcasting, Sen-
ator (Retd.) Javed Jabbar, President 
of Anjuman Faiz-ul-Islam, Prof. Dr 
Riaz Ahmad and former dean Facul-

ty of Arts & Humanities, University 
of Punjab, Prof. Dr Iqbal Chawla. 
Javed Jabbar, in his keynote address, 
shared that Jinnah’s vision of Paki-
stan evolved decades before the word 
‘Pakistan’ was even conceived or the 
freedom movement even began. “In 
fact, his concept of what ‘Muslims’ 
were or should be, did not begin with 
the Lahore Resolution.” He observed 
that one only needed to study Jin-
nah’s speeches of over 42 years to 
see how futuristic he was; his acute 
clarity of thought, desire for change, 
combined with willingness to be 
pragmatic rather than obstinate.  
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Friday directed the 
authorities concerned to ensure early 
construction of modern housing units 
in the Federal Capital for overseas Pa-
kistanis. The prime minister, chairing 
a high-level meeting to provide the 
residential units of international stan-
dards for expatriates, said the provi-
sion of modern housing facilities for 
the overseas Pakistanis was among 
the government’s priorities. He said 
that the construction firms of inter-
national fame should be engaged for 
the said housing projects. The prime 

minister said the overseas Pakistanis 
were a valuable asset for the coun-
try and the protection of their rights 
would be ensured. The senior officers 
of the Capital Development Authority 
gave a detailed briefing to the prime 
minister on the housing projects.  
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, Advi-
sor Ahad Cheema, Special Assistant 
to PM Tariq Bajwa, former MNAs 
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry and Anjum 
Aqeel, CDA Chairman Captain (Retd) 
Muhammad Usman Younus and se-
nior officers attended the meeting.  
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: President of Pakistan  
Arif Alvi affirmed that there are 
good prospects to boost bilateral re-
lations with Syria in different fields. 
President Alawi’s accepted the cre-
dentials of  Mr. Ramez Al-Rae as 
Syria’s Ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to Pakistan. 
The Pakistani President extended 
heartfelt best wishes to President 
Bashar al-Assad, hoping that securi-
ty, peace and stability would prevail 
in Syria. President Alawi was confi-
dent that the appointment of Syria 
an accredited ambassador to Paki-
stan will push the bilateral relations 
forward between the two coun-

tries and the two friendly peoples, 
stressing that the bilateral relations 
are based on mutual respect and 
that there are good prospects for 
enhancing them in various fields. 
In turn, Ambassador Rae conveyed 

the greetings of President Al-Assad 
to President Alvi and the friendly 
Pakistani people, wishing the Re-
public of Pakistan more security, 
peace, development and prosperity. 
(Agencies)
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Austria to make 5 demands at EU summit on migration
VIENNA: Austria has planned to make 
five demands at an upcoming EU sum-
mit in Brussels that urgently need to 
be implemented at the EU level, Aus-
trian daily Krone reported. According 
to the report, the demands are: - The 
EU Commission should pay for police 
operations abroad that serve to com-
bat illegal migration. In addition, it 
should increasingly support external 
border countries in border protection, 
in particular with financial resources 

for future infrastructure projects (e.g. 
fence construction on the border from 
Bulgaria to Trkiye). - The EU Commis-
sion is to have a “Rejection Directive” 
drawn up analogous to the Temporary 
Protection Directive (a temporary pro-
tection mechanism including access 
to the labor market). - Asylum proce-
dures in safe third countries should be 
made possible a model that Denmark 
and the UK, for example, are pursu-
ing. - It should be easier to revoke the 

protection status of persons who have 
committed crimes. - The EU Commis-
sion is to set up and finance a pilot 
project for rapid asylum procedures 
at the EU’s external borders. The 
Federal government has already tak-
en “several other measures to ensure 
that the asylum brake is effective and 
that the asylum pressure on Austria 
is reduced,” Krone quoted an un-
named official from Vienna as saying.  
(Agencies)

NHA to start tree plantation, 
maintenance work on M-1 

motorway

DEC urges students, 
teachers to exercise 

right to vote

Governor expresses  
dissatisfaction over KE  
performance, directs 

CEO to announce  
package for consumers

AIOU announces 
schedule for online 

workshops

Mid-career officers visit ISA

ISLAMABAD: National Highway Au-
thority (NHA) has planned to start 
tree plantation and maintenance 
work on the Punjab section of Motor-
way M-1 with an estimated cost of Rs 
45,491,200. According to an official 
document available with APP, NHA 
will start planting 11,000 olive seeds, 
7,000 ornamental plants, and 5,000 
forestry plants from New Islamabad 
International Airport (NIIA) Gate to 
Thallian Interchange. The project 
will be carried out through a private 
partnership in an area of five kilome-
ters and the partner would also be 
responsible for two years of mainte-
nance. The plantation will have var-
ious benefits including dust control, 
reduced soil erosion, improved visi-
bility, shade, carbon sequestration, 
and beautification. (Agencies)

D.I.KHAN: District Election Commis-
sioner (DEC) Abdul Rauf Khan Mar-
wat on Friday urged the students and 
teachers to use their right to vote and 
decide their own future. He stated this 
while addressing students in an aware-
ness seminar held here at Government 
College of Technology, Dera Ismail 
Khan. He stressed “The students must 
cast their votes as it would lead the 
country towards peace, development 
and prosperity and not using this right 
was tantamount to darkening the fu-
ture of the country.” He said the stu-
dents and youth were considered as 
the future of any nation and Pakistan 
fate is also directly linked with the 
proper use of right to vote by them. 
The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) has started a series of aware-
ness programs in educational institu-
tions to create awareness among the 
youth about the importance of voting 
and various aspects of the electoral 
process. He said the ballot paper was 
not just a piece of paper but the future 
of the entire nation was linked with it. 
He said, “Students and teachers were 
considered to be the educated class of 
the society so they are requested to 
convey the message of ECP to others 
so that all the eligible citizens must 
get their votes registered.”Moreover, 
the eligible people must cast their vote 
in upcoming elections for choosing 
the suitable leadership of their choice 
from their respective Constituencies.
(Agencies)

KARACHI: Karachi Electric (KE) 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mo-
nis Abdullah Alvi on Friday called 
on the Sindh Governor Moham-
med Kamran Khan Tessori at Gov-
ernor House. Governor expressed 
his dissatisfaction over the overall 
performance of KE and directed 
CEO Monis to provide an unin-
terrupted supply of electricity to 
its domestic and commercial con-
sumers, and control line losses. He 
asked him to announce a package 
for consumers in a week. He said 
that the load-shedding of electricity 
in the season of winter was a ques-
tion mark. Kamran Tessori asked 
that KE CEO to organize an open 
kachehri. He directed him to im-
prove the provision of uninterrupt-
ed electricity to the consumers. He 
also asked him for the redressal of 
inflated-bills complaints. KE CEO 
said that steps were being taken for 
an uninterrupted supply of electrici-
ty to the consumers.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) has announced 
online workshops schedule for Post 
Graduate, BS, B Ed programs, and 
Associate degree programs. Work-
shops for batch 01 will be held from 
December 26 to 31, while work-
shops of batch 2 are scheduled from 
January 1 to 6 while workshops of 
batch 3 will be held from January 7 
to 12. These workshops will be con-
ducted online through the univer-
sity’s Aaghi Learning Management 
System (LMS) portal. Login infor-
mation (username & password) has 
been shared with the students and 
they are instructed to participate in 
these workshops through the portal. 
According to the university, all those 
students who have not received us-
ernames and passwords have been 
instructed to contact their nearest 
AIOU regional office. It is pertinent 
to mention here that the universi-
ty has uploaded a tutorial video on 
LMS Aaghi portal, which will help 
students to attend workshops on-
line. Director General Regional Ser-
vices, Dr. Malik Tauqir Ahmed Khan 
has directed the regional directors to 
provide full guidance to the students 
and facilitate them. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of officers 
getting their mid-career training at the 
Kashmir Institute of Management on 
Friday visited the Information Services 
Academy (ISA). The delegation, led by 
the Director General of Kashmir Insti-
tute of Management, Brig (retd) Akhtar 
Hussain Shah comprised 34 officers of 
various AJK government departments. 
DG ISA Saeed Ahmed Sheikh briefed 
the delegation about the latest digital 
media lab and other facilities available 
in the studio. The delegation was also 
briefed in detail about the books and 
research thesis available in the library 
of the ISA.  Later, the delegation par-
ticipated in a training workshop titled “ 
Media’s Role in Effective Public Service 
Delivery” in which the importance of 
media, especially social media for bet-
ter service of the public was highlight-
ed. (Agencies)
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