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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
urged the nation to reiterate its commit-
ment to cherish and uphold the vision 
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah for Pakistan and mobilise resourc-
es to tackle the grave issues to move 
on the path of political stability and 
economic prosperity. In a message on 
the occasion of the 146th birth anniver-
sary of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, he said, “Today, we celebrate 
the 146th birth anniversary of our be-
loved founding father, Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, with great af-
fection, enthusiasm and reverence.” 
“On this day, we express our gratitude 
for carving out a separate homeland 
for the Muslims of the sub-continent 
where we are free to realize our dreams 
as envisioned by the Quaid. Due to his 
untiring efforts, we were blessed with a 
country where we can live and breathe 
as free men and can develop it accord-

ing to our own wishes and culture and 
uphold the principles of Islamic social 

justice.” “We also reiterate our com-
mitment to always cherish and uphold 
Quaid’s vision for Pakistan where we 
mobilise all our resources in a system-
atic and organised way and tackle the 
grave issues that confront us with grim 
determination and discipline worthy of 
a great nation,” he added. Dr Alvi said, 
“We also pledge ourselves to take the 
right decisions at the right time and 
ensure the continuation of policies to 
create stability in the country by em-
bracing Quaid’s advice to think a hun-
dred times before you take a decision, 
but once that decision is taken, stand 
by it as one man.” “Let us pledge to 
uphold Quaid’s vision of upholding the 
democratic values spelt in the follow-
ing golden words, “Democracy is in the 
blood of the Muslims, who look upon 
complete equality of mankind, and be-
lieve in fraternity, equality, and liberty”. 
(APP)

President urges nation to uphold vision of Quaid‘Rambo’ Rabuka returns as Fiji prime minister

US Congress green-lights $1.7 trillion  
in government spending

Military plugs gap as UK passport control staff strike

SUVA: Former military commander 
Sitiveni Rabuka was on Saturday con-
firmed as Fiji’s prime minister, after 
accusing the outgoing government of 
stoking “fear and chaos” to derail his 
return to power. Rabuka replaces the 
imposing Frank Bainimarama, who 
toppled the government in a 2006 
coup and became prime minister a 
year later. The 74-year-old Rabuka 
said he felt “humbled” as he made his 
way out of parliament to be sworn in 
by the country’s president. The two-
time coup leader and former prime 
minister -- nicknamed “Rambo” -- 
narrowly triumphed over Bainimara-
ma by 28 votes to 27 in a secret ballot 

held in parliament, speaker Naiqama 
Lalabalavu announced. A chorus of 
cars honked in celebration as they 
drove past the parliamentary build-
ing in the capital Suva after the vote. 
European Union ambassador for the 
Pacific Sujiro Seam tweeted his con-
gratulations to Rabuka shortly after 
the announcement. The military had 
been deployed on the streets of Suva 
as Rabuka and Bainimarama raced 
to cobble together a coalition govern-
ment following a deadlocked general 
election. Citing unsubstantiated re-
ports of ethnic violence, Bainimara-
ma said the military was needed to 
maintain “law and order”. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US lawmakers ap-
proved a sweeping annual spending 
package Friday that includes $45 
billion in Ukraine aid and reforms 
to election law aimed at avoiding a 
repeat of last year s assault on the 
Capitol. The $1.7 trillion blueprint 
passed by senators on Thursday was 
rubber-stamped by the House of Rep-
resentatives just hours ahead of a 
midnight deadline to keep the federal 
government open -- although a dam-
aging holiday season shutdown was 
never a serious threat. “This bill is fur-
ther proof that Republicans and Dem-
ocrats can come together to deliver for 
the American people, and I m looking 
forward to continued bipartisan prog-
ress in the year ahead,” President Joe 
Biden said in a statement welcoming 
the vote. Failure to get the package to 
Biden s desk would have been an em-

barrassment, days after his Ukrainian 
counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky vis-
ited the White House to argue for the 
$44.9 billion emergency military and 
economic aid proposed as part of the 
legislation. But it ultimately enjoyed 
a smooth passage through the low-
er chamber, where Democrats have 
a slim majority for a few more days, 
until the Republican-led 118th Con-
gress opens for business. Nine Re-
publicans crossed the aisle to help the 
package cross the line by 225 votes to 
201, while one Democrat -- New York 
progressive Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez -- voted no. “In this legislation, we 
proudly deliver another consequen-
tial round of security, economic and 
humanitarian aid,” departing House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in what is 
almost certainly her last speech as the 
nation s top lawmaker. (Agencies)

LONDON: Military personnel stand-
ing in for striking UK passport con-
trol staff appeared to minimise feared 
disruption on Friday, despite an es-
calating public sector fight for more 
pay. Around a quarter of a million 
passengers were due to arrive at the 
six airports affected by the Border 
Force officers’ stoppage, ahead of the 
Christmas holiday weekend. But while 
passengers were warned of potential 
lengthy delays, London’s Gatwick and 
Heathrow hubs both said immigration 
halls were operating as normal after 
the government drafted in soldiers and 

civil servants. “Just landed at Heath-
row, never seen efficiency like the... 
Army running border control,” tweet-
ed relieved traveller Lucy Zilberweit, 
adding that she “flew through” the air-
port. Around 1,000 workers at Heath-
row, Birmingham, Cardiff, Gatwick, 
Glasgow and Manchester, and the 
southern port of Newhaven, took part 
in the stoppage organised by the Public 
and Commercial Services (PCS). They 
will walk out every day for the rest of 
the year, except December 27, follow-
ing stoppages this week by nurses and 
ambulance workers.(Agencies)

PARIS: French serial killer Charles 
Sobhraj, responsible for multiple mur-
ders in the 1970s across Asia, arrived 
in France on Saturday after almost 
20 years in prison in Nepal. Nepal’s 
top court ruled on Wednesday that he 
should be freed on health grounds and 
deported to France within 15 days. On 
Friday, he was released and put on a 
flight at Kathmandu airport to take 
him to Paris via Doha. While on the 
flight to Doha, he insisted to an AFP 

journalist that he was “innocent.” 
Sobhraj’s life was chronicled in the 
series “The Serpent,” co-produced by 
Netflix and the BBC. Posing as a gem 
trader, he would befriend his victims, 
many of them Western backpackers 
on the 1970s hippie trail, before drug-
ging, robbing and murdering them. “I 
feel great... I have a lot to do. I have to 
sue a lot of people. Including the state 
of Nepal,” Sobhraj told AFP on Friday 
onboard the plane. Asked if he thought 

he had been wrongly described as a 
serial killer, the 78-year-old said: “Yes, 
yes.” He landed in the French capital 
Saturday morning, an AFP reporter 
confirmed. On arrival at Paris, he was 
taken away by border police for extra 
“identity checks,” according to an air-
port source. The airport source said he 
was “not wanted” by the authorities 
in France and that once all the checks 
had been carried out, he would be able 
to leave the airport. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: A US court on Fri-
day ordered the Marines to let Sikh 
recruits maintain beards and wear 
turbans, rejecting the elite unit’s con-
tention that permitting religious ex-
emptions would reduce cohesion. 
The US Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Coast Guard -- along with many for-
eign militaries -- all already accom-
modate the religious requirements of 
Sikhism, the faith born five centuries 
ago in South Asia that forbids men 
from cutting hair or trimming beards 
and requires turbans. But the Marine 
Corps, responding to three Sikhs who 
passed tests to enlist last year, refused 

to make exemptions to grooming rules 
during 13 weeks of basic training and 
during potential periods of combat, al-
though the three could maintain their 
beards and turbans at other times. 
The Marine leadership argued that re-
cruits needed to be “stripped of their 
individuality” as part of a “psycholog-
ical transformation” toward shared 
sacrifice, according to the ruling. A 
three-judge bench of the US Court 
of Appeals in Washington disagreed, 
saying the Marines did not present 
any argument that beards and turbans 
would affect the safety or physical-
ly impede training. The court noted 

that the Marines exempted men with 
razor bumps, a skin condition, from 
shaving, allowed women to maintain 
their hairstyles, and largely permitted 
tattoos -- “a quintessential expression 
of individual identity.” “If the need to 
develop unit cohesion during recruit 
training can accommodate some ex-
ternal indicia of individuality, then 
whatever line is drawn cannot turn on 
whether those indicia are prevalent in 
society or instead reflect the faith prac-
tice of a minority,” said the decision 
written by Judge Patricia Millett, who 
was nominated by former president 
Barack Obama. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: From extreme 
floods like those in Pakistan to heat 
and drought, weather and climate-re-
lated disasters have affected mil-
lions and cost billions this year, the 
World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO), a Geneva-based UN agency, 
said Friday, describing the “tell-tale 
signs and impacts” of intensified cli-
mate change. The clear need to do 
much more to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions was again underscored 

throughout events in 2022, said the 
agency, advocating for strengthened 
climate change adaptation, including 
universal access to early warnings. 
“This year we have faced several 
dramatic weather disasters which 
claimed far too many lives and liveli-
hoods and undermined health, food, 
energy and water security and infra-
structure”, WMO chief Petteri Taalas 
said in a statement. Record-breaking 
rain in July and August led to ex-

tensive flooding in Pakistan, which 
caused more than 1,700 deaths, dis-
placed 7.9 million and affected 33 
million people. “One third of Paki-
stan was flooded, with major eco-
nomic losses and human casualties”, 
Taalas said. While Global tempera-
ture figures for 2022 will be released 
in mid-January, the past eight years 
are on track to be the eight warm-
est on record, according to WMO. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: Half a million people a day 
are being infected with Covid-19 in 
a single Chinese city, a senior health 
official has said, in a rare and quickly 
censored acknowledgment that the 
country’s wave of infections is not 
being reflected in official statistics. 
A news outlet operated by the ruling 
Communist party in Qingdao report-

ed the municipal health chief as say-
ing that the eastern city was seeing 
“between 490,000 and 530,000” new 
Covid cases a day. The coastal city of 
about 10 million people was “in a pe-
riod of rapid transmission ahead of an 
approaching peak”, Bo Tao reportedly 
said on Friday, adding that the infec-
tion rate would accelerate by another 

10% over the weekend. The report 
was shared by several other news out-
lets but appeared to have been edited 
by Saturday morning to remove the 
case figures. China’s National Health 
Commission said that just 4,103 new 
infections were recorded across the 
entire country on Friday, with no new 
deaths. (Agencies)

‘Serpent’ serial killer Charles Sobhraj arrives in France after release

US court orders Marines to allow Sikhs with beards and turbans

Climate weather extremes in 2022, such as Pakistani floods,  
call for more action: UN

Chinese city seeing half a million Covid cases a day: official

PM urges nation to follow footsteps of Quaid for progress, prosperity
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif called on the nation to 
take guidance from the life of Quaid 
e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and 
follow his principles to ensure the 
progress and prosperity of Pakistan.
In a message on the occasion of birth 
anniversary of Quaid e Azam, he said 
the whole nation was celebrating the 

146th birth anniversary of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah with 
patriotic fervor and zeal. The founder 
of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam valiantly 
fought the constitutional and political 
fight for the rights of Muslims of Indi-
an subcontinent, as a result, today all 
Muslims were living independently in 
Pakistan, he added. The struggle of 

Quaid-e-Azam was against the idea 
of a majority usurping the rights of 
minorities on the basis of numerical 
superiority, he said, adding the Quaid 
had strived for the restoration of a 
unique way of life of Muslims and for 
their separate social, and economic, 
political and cultural identity in the 
comity of nations. (APP)
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PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali on 
Saturday said that all the minori-
ties’ communities including Chris-
tian have enjoyed religious freedom 
in the country and perform their 
religious rituals in a free way. In a 
felicitating message issued here 

in connection with Christmas, KP 
Governor extended his greeting and 
appreciated the services of the com-
munity in the development of the 
country. He said since the creation 
of the motherlands, Pakistan in 
1947, the Christians have rendered 
matchless services in different sec-

tors for bringing prosperity in the 
country. Governor Haji Ghulam Ali 
said that a peaceful and prosperous 
society is the common responsibili-
ty of all of us and the role of all mi-
norities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for 
peace and development is worthy of 
praise. (APP)

D.I.KHAN: The district police on Sat-
urday foiled two terrorist attacks on 
its mobile van and APC in the limits 
of Kulachi Police Station.
According to Police Spokesperson, 
the police mobile and APC were at-
tacked one after the other with firing 
and explosion in the limits of Kula-
chi Police Station while the terrorists 

were forced to run away both times 
after immediate response from the 
police jawans. The terrorists opened 
fire at the mobile van of Kulachi 
Police Station in the wee hours on 
Saturday. The police personnel, led 
by Kulachi Police Station SHO, re-
taliated and the terrorists fled from 
the scene. After this attack, the ter-
rorists attacked the police APC in the 
Loni area in the precincts of Kula-

chi Police Station with an IED blast 
followed by indiscriminate firing at 
the police vehicle. This time too, the 
policemen retaliated in a vigorous 
manner and forced the unknown 
terrorists to flee. District Police Offi-
cer (DPO) Dera Muhammad Shoaib 
lauded the response of on-duty po-
licemen for carrying out excellent 
retaliation and foiling the terrorists. 
(APP)
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KP Governor extends felicitation to Christian community on Christmas

Police foil two terrorist attacks in Kulachi

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 232.5 234.7

China Yuan 32.4 32.65

Japanese Yen 2.25 2.29

Saudi Riyal 65.1 65.7

U.A.E Dirham 69 69.6

UK Pound 295 298

Euro 259.5 262

Australian Dollar 152 153.25

Canadian Dollar 166.09 167.44

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
151900

Rs. 
139241

Rs. 
132913

Rs. 
113925

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
130300

Rs. 
119441

Rs. 
114013

Rs. 97725

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13030 Rs. 11944 Rs. 11401 Rs. 9773

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
369400

Rs. 
338614

Rs. 
323225

Rs. 
277050

Rescue1122 extinguishes 
fire near Chamkani

PESHAWAR: The teams of Rescue 
Emergency Response Unit extin-
guished the fire that erupted in the Sui-
gas supply pipeline near Chamkani at 
GT Road here on Saturday. Soon after 
receiving the information regarding the 
fire eruption, the four fire vehicles were 
rushed to the spot and the firefighters 
of Rescue1122 extinguished the fire in 
a professional manner within one and 
a half hour. Meanwhile, District Emer-
gency Officer Engr. Naveed Akhtar ap-
preciated the efforts of firefighters and 
said that each member of Rescue1122 
was ready to serve the people during all 
kinds of emergencies. (APP)

COMMANDER  
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Lt Cdr (R)
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0345-8282666

0336-8282666

UG-356 Deans Trade  
Center, Peshawar Cantt.
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Also provide:
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PESHAWAR: Sikh community living 
in provincial metropolis and adjoin-
ing areas here on Saturday observed 
the 553rd birth anniversary of Baba 
Guru Nanak – the founder of Sikhism 
in historic Gurdwara Bhai Joga Singh 
situated at Mohallah Jogan Shah, 
Dabgari. The anniversary organized 
by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Auqaf De-
partment was attended by large num-
ber of Sikhs. Adviser to Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Minority 
Affairs, Wazir Zada and Sikh yatrees 
from foreign country were also pres-
ent on the occasion. Speaking on the 

occasion, Wazir Zada said that the 
purpose observing the religious fes-
tival of the Sikh community was to 

promote peace and interfaith harmo-
ny among all religions  The members 
of the Sikh community expressed 
gratitude to KP Aquad Department 
for holding of 553rd birth anniversa-
ry of their beloved Guru Nanak Devji 
and said that event would promote 
soft image of the province besides 
promoting friendship, tolerance and 
mutual coexistence between people 
living in the country. Wazirzada said 
that Sikh pilgrims who were visit-
ing Pakistan are our guest and they 
would be provided assistance and fa-
cilitation during their stay. (APP)

553rd birth anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak observed

D.I.KHAN: The Gomal University 
has organized a Christmas event for 
the employees belonging to Christian 
community working in the varsity 
here at the Quaid-e-Azam Campus 
of Gomal University. The event was 
organized on the directions of Go-
mal University Vice Chancellor Sha-
keeb Ullah which was attended by 
Director of Administration Dilnawaz 
Khan as chief guest besides Coordi-
nator Quaid-e-Azam Campus Dr. Al-
lah Noor, Principal Wensum College 
Fateh Muhammad Padri Chan and 
Babu Ashiq Gill and other senior of-
ficials and a large number of minority 

community workers and children.
Addressing the ceremony, Director 
Administration Dilnawaz Khan said 
that organizing today’s ceremony 
was a proof that all the employees 
working in Gomal University cele-
brate the joyful moments of their mi-
nority community together.
He said the services of minority com-
munity for the Gomal University were 
appreciable and they all deserve trib-
utes over these services. Dilnawaz 
Khan said this time, a record 14,000 
admissions are going to be made in 
various programs of Gomal Univer-
sity and hoped that it would lead the 

varsity to reduction in its financial 
deficit. Earlier, Padri Chan formally 
started the ceremony with prayers 
while Lazeer Khan performed the du-
ties of the stage secretary.  Prince wel-
comed all the guests and at the end of 
the ceremony Babu Ashiq Gill praised 
Gomal University for its improve-
ment, development and prosperity. 
The prayers were also offered for the 
security of Pakistan. In the ceremony, 
children belonging to the minority 
community also presented a tableau. 
At the end of the ceremony, Director 
Administration Dilnawaz Khan also 
cut the Christmas cake. (APP)

Gomal University organizes Christmas cake cutting ceremony

PESHAWAR: Chairman Teh-
reek-e-Nafaze Jaffaria (TNFJ) Agha 
Syed Hussain Muqadasi here on Sat-
urday urged authorities to constitute a 
judicial commission to investigate Ko-
cha Risaaldar bomb blast and identify 
the culprits involved in the brutal act 
of violence. Addressing a press con-
ference held in Imambargah Haji Reh-

man at Mohallah Marvi Ha, Muqadasi 
alleged that most of the banned outfits 
were machinating to target innocent 
people for fulfilling their nefarious 
designs. He said incidents of Lakki 
Marwat and Bannu have proved the 
presence of extremists that are try-
ing to create anarchy by sabotaging 
peace. He also demanded resolving 

the issue of Kotli Imam Hussain in DI 
Khan and said that the shrine of Bad-
shah Anwarghag in Orakzai should 
be opened for pilgrims. He stressed 
for devising a comprehensive policy 
to cope with militancy and urged all 
the political parties to join hands for 
the eradication of terrorism from the 
country. (APP)

TNFJ urges authorities to form judicial commission 
to investigate Kocha Risaaldar bomb blast

PESHAWAR: Environment Protection 
Agency (EPA) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has imposed a ban for one year 
throughout the province on toxic gas 
emitting tyre pyrolysis (decomposition 
of materials by elevated temperature) 
units. The order issued in exercise of 
power conferred by clause (XII) of 
Section 07 of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Environmental Protection Act 2014 
has been enforced with immediate 
effect, reads a notification issued by 

EPA KP. The decision has also been 
taken in pursuance of directives of 
Peshawar High Court (PHC) direct-
ing for action against tyre pyrolsising 
factories.  There are around 11 facto-
ries in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa that are 
burying used tyre out of which nine 
are in Nowshera and two in Pesha-
war at Badabair area. Tyre pyrolysis 
technology is used for conversion of 
thousands of kilograms of waste plas-
tic and tire into high quality fuel oil, 

carbon black, steel wire and combusti-
ble gas. Factories produce toxic gases 
in air causing a number of respiratory 
ailments by badly polluting air in its 
surroundings. Meanwhile, Dr. Adil Za-
reef of Sarhad Conservation Network 
(SCN) while appreciating the decision 
has demanded complete ban over the 
practice. He also demanded measures 
for containing emission from different 
production units and vehicles causing 
air pollution. (APP)

EPA imposes ban on toxic gas spewing tyre pyrolysing units

ABBOTTABAD: Speaker KP Assem-
bly Mushtaq Ahmed Ghani claimed 
on Saturday that the PTI would win 
the upcoming general elections and 
would form the third consecutive gov-
ernment in KPK. He expressed these 
views while addressing the 32nd con-
vocation of the Postgraduate Girl’s 
college Abbottabad, the speaker also 

awarded degrees to 400 graduates. 
Mushtaq Ahmad Ghani said that Girls 
Degree College No.1 “is a historical 
institution, it is my hometown, and 
we will fulfill the demands and needs 
including the lack of space in the col-
lege, underground parking, and other 
problems so that girls can get an ed-
ucation in a congenial environment”. 

Appreciating the performance of the 
institution, the speaker said that he 
always has good memories of the col-
lege, and owing to the good standard 
of education people make lines to get 
admission in the college. He said that 
the development of education had al-
ways been part of the priorities of the 
provincial government. (APP)

PTI to form govt third consecutive time in KP,  claims Mushtaq Ghani

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister, Mah-
mood Khan Saturday paid tribute 
to Quaid-e-Azam, Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah for his struggle to create a 
separate homeland for Muslims of 
subcontinent and said that his ded-
ication and unflinching resolve for 
the cause would always be remem-
bered.
In a message issued in connection 
with birth anniversary of Quaid-e-

Azam, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, KP 
CM said that we should follow his 
golden principles of unity, faith 
and discipline to further improve 
country’s stature in comity of na-
tions.
He said that we could lead country 
on the way of progress and pros-
perity by following golden princi-
ples of father of nation.
He said that animosity of India 
towards Pakistan has proved that 

Quaid-e-Azam was right to launch 
struggle for creation of a separate 
homeland for Muslims. Mahmood 
Khan said that Pakistan in impreg-
nable and its people are fully ca-
pable to foil nefarious designs of 
enemies.
He said that defense and sover-
eignty of the country is our priority 
and nation is fully prepared to pre-
serve it against any misadventure. 
(Agencies)

CM pays tribute to Quaid-e-Azam for creating separate 
homeland for Muslims

KPES&E authorizes DCs 
to decide on closure of 
schools before 1st Jan

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Department (KPES&E) has autho-
rized deputy commissioners of upper 
districts of the province to decide on 
closures of local schools before Jan-
uary 1 keeping in view weather con-
ditions in their respective areas. In a 
notification issued here on Saturday, 
the deputy commissioners of Chitral 
Upper, Chitral Lower, Dir Upper, Ba-
tagram, Shangla, Swat, Mansehra, 
Orakzai, Kurram Upper, North Wa-
ziristan, and South Waziristan have 
been given authority to close schools. 
(Agencies)
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ABACUS was imported to Japan in the 14th century. ‘Soro-
ban’, the Japanese abacus, provides a visual and tangible tool 
that allows students to see and manipulate a physical repre-
sentation of abstract numbers. A BBC documentary showed 
Japanese children learning abacus. This ancient tool for cal-
culation has been replaced by electronic calculators in almost 
all parts of the world, but the Japanese still use the ancient 
tool for building children’s memory muscles. A professor told 
the BBC that abacus played a vital role in the rise of Japan af-
ter World War II. To assess the calculation speed of Japanese 
children, one girl in the video added 15 three-digit numbers, 
which appeared on a screen at high frequency, in just 1.5 sec-
onds, and got the answer correct. I sat stunned at the state 
of my own memory power. I could not catch any two num-
bers to calculate the answer in my mind. I was among the top 
performers in my class for 12 years of my early education in 
public and private schools in Punjab, and am now in the final 
year of my bachelor’s programme. Why didn’t I get the same 
education as my counterparts in Japan did? Why do millions 
of young students in Pakistan waste the critical learning years 
doing nothing? Inspired by the said documentary, I might be-
gin building my memory muscle on my own, which is practi-
cally impossible after the age of 20. But what about millions 
of children in schools who are being deceived every day in the 
name of education? Don’t they deserve better? We get to hear 
Indian and Sri Lankan music at weddings, but never get to see 
the Japanese model of education in our schools. When will the 
state realise that quality education, not just education, is the 
right of every child? For how many more years the Pakistani 
students will keep realising that after 16 years of education 
they have learned nothing? Students are made to fit into a 
vicious cycle of rote learning, grades and moving to the next 
class to do all that all over again. These critical years can be 
utilised to impart reading, writing and communication skills, 
reasoning, sports and a whole lot of other things. Right edu-
cation is the only way out. We need to prioritise what we aim 
to be as a nation.
Courtesy Pakistan Today

Japanese Model

Washington’s multi-billion-dollar in-
vestment pledge only exists because 
African nations are needed to count-
er Beijing’s influence. Last week, 
the Biden administration hosted a 
summit of African leaders in Wash-
ington, DC. The meeting, the first 
of its kind in over a decade, aimed 
to increase US engagement on the 
continent with a view to countering 
China. The US has become increas-
ingly anxious about Beijing’s grow-
ing ties with African nations, accus-
ing its rival of employing so-called 
‘debt traps’ and other expansionist 
policies across the region. Accord-
ingly, Washington now claims it 
will invest $55 billion across the 
continent in the next three years, 
although there is no indication as 
to where that money will come 
from. The true goals of this effort 
are transparent, as illustrated by an 
AP headline that read “China casts 
long shadow over US-Africa Lead-
ers Summit.” Washington’s message 
is summarized as “The US offers a 
better option to African partners.” If 
it wasn’t clear already, the US only 
has one thing in mind with its new-
found love for Africans, and that is 
its own interest in countering China. 
Could it have cared less otherwise? 
Definitely not. When the US takes 
an interest in your country, it will 
always frame itself as a messenger 
of the greater good and a represen-
tative of your ‘true’ interests. Amer-
ica has everything you want, every-
thing you need, and you shouldn’t 
trust those other bad countries that 
you might be dealing with, because 
they definitely plan to use and abuse 
you. There’s been plenty of that on 
display at the China-Africa summit, 
even to the point that US Secretary 
of Defense Lloyd Austin accused 
China, groundlessly, of destabiliz-
ing the region. But the truth is that 
there’s a fundamental reason why 
African nations have been engag-
ing more with China in recent de-
cades, and that’s not because China 
is more cunning and deceptive, but 
rather because America’s record on 
the continent speaks for itself. US 
actions are a mix of a legacy of total 

negligence, foreign intervention in 
the form of military action or sanc-
tions, or worse, the total depletion of 
African economies in the 1980s and 
’90s through programs led by the 
IMF which forced brutal neoliberal 
austerity regimes on many countries 
and severely lowered standards of 
living. The West also frequently ac-
cuses China of so-called ‘debt-trap 
diplomacy’ in Africa, promulgating 
the claim that Beijing purposefully 
saddles African nations with debt in 
order to leverage strategic conces-
sions from them. That’s precisely 
what the IMF did across the African 
continent, and such a legacy has 
been a historical driving factor in 
why China as an economic partner 
is now being preferred, despite the 
Western spleen over it, for in prac-
tice Beijing’s actions completely 
contrast with what the Americans 
and Europeans have done. First of 
all, and what the US doesn’t seem to 
understand, is that China and Afri-
can nations share a heritage of com-
mon revolutionary and post-colonial 
ties. In the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, 
Africa became the world’s ‘young-
est’ continent, figuratively, because 
scores of new nations emerged 
rapidly as they gained indepen-
dence from European empires. This 
changed the map of the world. Mao-
era China, which was at the time 
also a post-colonial revolutionary 
state, was looked to as a source of 
support and solidarity during a time 
of Cold War turbulence. The new-
ly independent African states had 
to navigate the path between the 
US and the USSR. Many therefore 
established partnerships with Chi-
na through the ‘non-aligned move-
ment’, which became a beacon for 
‘Third-Worldism’, in the sense of 
avoiding both political blocs in the 
midst of the Sino-Soviet split. Mao-
era China often gave political, dip-
lomatic and military support to Af-
rican revolutionary regimes. These 
included, for example, Robert Mug-
abe’s Zimbabwe in the Bush War in 
the bid to topple the British-affili-
ated apartheid state of Rhodesia. 
China thus became a symbol of Af-

rican solidarity and resistance; its 
worldview resonated with Africans. 
In the modern day, circumstances 
have of course changed. China is 
no longer the revolutionary state it 
was, yet its historic ties with Africa 
have remained and transitioned into 
new principles which still reflect 
non-alignment and ‘global South’ 
solidarity through the lens of mul-
tipolarity. Having developed rapid-
ly, China has promoted its engage-
ment with Africa in light of these 
legacies, vowing to help African 
countries move forwards, but in do-
ing so avoiding the pitfalls they had 
with relations with the West. While 
Western countries make aid condi-
tional on the imposition of liberal 
democracy and neoliberal market 
policies, China vows to respect Af-
rican sovereignty. Here’s one recent 
clear-cut example of Washington’s 
attitude. Going into the US-Africa 
forum, and despite being about to 
meet with him, the Biden adminis-
tration imposed sanctions on the 
son of the president of Zimbabwe, 
accusing him of corruption. Now, of 
course, corruption is bad if it is true. 
However, the manner and timing of 
this decision (which was deliberate) 
was both patronizing and insulting. 
It shows the US does not treat Afri-
can nations as equals and does not 
respect their internal affairs accord-
ingly. China would never do such a 
thing. In this case, America’s inten-
tions towards Africa are very clear 
to see. While African nations will 
be glad to procure more attention 
and more benefits from Washing-
ton, they are well aware it would be 
completely naive to place all their 
trust and faith in the US, a country 
which not only triggered some of 
their worst economic experiences, 
but also is only showing up because 
it has China in mind. Do you think if 
African nations never engaged with 
China, such a summit would even 
be a thing? Africa only gets a look 
in because the US is obsessed with 
confronting Beijing at all costs. It is 
a stepping stone, but not an end in 
itself.
Courtesy RT
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The US is using Africa as a stepping stone against China
— By Timur Fomenko

Christmastime 1914, five months 
into the First World War, a remark-
able event occurred. No one knows 
exactly how it began, but French, 
British, Belgian, and German soldiers 
on both sides of the trenches began 
singing Christmas carols, put down 
their weapons, played football, and 
exchanged Christmas greetings and 
gifts. This informal Christmas truce 
had not been sanctioned by any gov-
ernment. Appeals from civil society 
groups and Roman Catholic Pope 
Benedict XV, who urged “that the 
guns may fall silent at least upon the 
night that the angels sang” heralding 
the birth of Jesus, were rejected. In 
fact, some soldiers who participated in 
the spontaneous truce were deemed 
traitors and punished. Despite the 
Christmas truce, the war lasted four 
more years, taking the lives of almost 
15,000,000 combatants and civilians. 
But the spontaneous truce did live on 
in European lore and inspired film-
makers, storytellers, and religious 
leaders for its powerful example of 
the human spirit rising above hate and 
division in the promotion of peace. 
With this in mind, the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (FOR) launched a cam-
paign of religious leaders calling on 
the Russian and Ukrainian govern-
ments to accept a Christmas truce in 
Ukraine from December 25th to Janu-
ary 7th. The appeal is straightforward: 
“As people of faith and conscience, 
believing in the sanctity of all life on 
this planet, we call for a Christmas 
Truce in Ukraine. In the spirit of the 
truce that occurred in 1914 during 
the First World War, we urge our gov-
ernment to take a leadership role in 
bringing the war in Ukraine to an end 
through a ceasefire and negotiated 
settlement, before the conflict results 
in a nuclear war that could devastate 
the world’s ecosystems and annihilate 

all of God’s creation.” The statement 
has been endorsed by over 1,000 US-
based religious leaders and theolo-
gians representing most Christian 
denominations, and Muslim, Jewish, 
Sikh, and Buddhist faiths. With the 
war’s violence accelerating—inten-
sified Russian attacks on Ukraine’s 
infrastructure and Ukraine’s use of 
drones to bomb installations within 
Russia—this appeal is unlikely to be 
embraced by Russian or Ukrainian 
leadership or by the White House. 
The bad blood between the two peo-
ples is even poisoning their religious 
faiths. The overwhelming majority of 
Ukrainians and Russians are Ortho-
dox Christians, once united under the 
Patriarchy of Moscow. The Ukrainian 
church, long uncomfortable under 
Moscow’s thumb, declared its inde-
pendence at the war’s outset after the 
Russian Patriarch endorsed Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s invasion 
and his pronouncement that Rus-
sian soldiers killed in combat against 
Ukrainians would be forgiven their 
sins. Initially, the Ukrainian Patriarchy 
simply urged Ukraine’s 7,000 Ortho-
dox churches to sever ties with Mos-
cow. But Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Zelensky has gone a step further, call-
ing for a ban on Ukrainian Orthodox 
churches identifying with the Moscow 
Patriarchy. This split has spilled over 
into Christmas celebrations. The Or-
thodox churches celebrate Christmas 
on January 7th, while the rest of Chris-
tendom celebrates on December 25th. 
Ukrainians have now moved their 
Christmas to the Western date—De-
cember 25. Thus, the FOR organizers 
have called for the truce to last at least 
between December 25th and January 
7th, so that Jesus’ birth can be cele-
brated peacefully by both peoples.

Courtesy The Nation

A call for a Christmas truce
— By Dr James J Zogby

Precious dollars for E-trons  
Every day we hear from the Gov-
ernment about the precarious fi-
nancial situation of Pakistan. We 
hear about how there is a shortage 
of US dollars and therefore most 
of the imports including imports 
of industries and food items have 
been stopped by the Government 
of Pakistan to save US dollars. 
Therefore, it was shocking to see 

that last week one person in Paki-
stan was allowed to import a num-
ber of Audi E-trons vehicles costing 
3.5 to 6.8 Crore PKR each. These 
luxurious and expensive vehicles 
were imported in a high number 
so this person could sell them fur-
ther to the ultra-rich of Pakistan. 
Therefore, I would like to ask the 
Government of Pakistan how can 
they justify spending precious US 

dollars on clearing the imports of 
these expensive luxurious vehicles 
at a time like this? Had anyone paid 
the relevant tax against these vehi-
cles to the Government of Pakistan 
on their The Government of Paki-
stan should investigate and punish 
those allowing such wastage of US 
dollars on luxurious imports.
– Wali Khan
– Mardan

Letters to the Editor

In the provision ‘gap’ — a chasm, 
really — that is present, there are 
some not-for-profit providers that 
have stepped in to provide some 
level of service. I want to talk of not 
only the service and its quality that 
they are providing but also of some 
opportunities for leveraging their 
work that might allow us to scale 
up provision. Our research work is 
still largely Lahore-based and has 
not yet covered all the challeng-
es that children face, but we have 
come across some amazing organi-
sations working in the sector. I will 
name the few we have seen so far: 
Aziz Jahan Trust School for the 
Blind, Rising Sun School for Spe-
cial Children, Deaf Reach, Inayat 
Foundation, Hamza Foundation 
and Karachi Down Syndrome Pro-
gramme. This article is not about 
these organisations. It is about 
some of the commonalities that I 
saw across them and how they can 
be utilised to create larger inter-
ventions. All of the above are not-
for-profit organisations. All of them 
work through donations raised 
from society, whether from one in-
dividual or many, and provide ser-
vices to children at very subsidised 
rates or free of cost. Even when 
they work to their limit, the totality 
of their programming cannot reach 

all children who need the required 
service and support. But there are a 
few things to note. The dedication 
of the founder/directors of these 
programmes and of the staff that 
works there impresses you as soon 
as you enter their premises and 
meet them. This dedication trans-
lates into significant commitment 
too. Though the staff complain of 
shortage of resources, here too the 
complaints are not as vociferous as 
one hears from their counterparts 
in government institutions, nor do 
these complaints become issues 
of disenfranchisement, nor lead to 
disappointment and dejection and 
lowering of morale. To the con-
trary, the narrative is more about 
trying to find ways of managing 
even within the given resources 
and how this might lead to inge-
nuity. The quality of services pro-
vided by these not-for-profit organ-
isations is much higher than what 
we have so far seen in government 
institutions. This is the case in typ-
ical (mainstream) schools and edu-
cational institutions too. There has 
been a narrative about how private 
schools provide higher-quality edu-
cation than public schools. And this 
is not just true of elite schools, even 
middle-fee private schools do bet-
ter than most public schools and, 

on average, even low-fee private 
schools are considered, by most 
parents, to be providing better ed-
ucation than public schools. This 
is true of many not-for-profit pro-
viders of education in mainstream 
education as well: CARE Founda-
tion and The Citizens Foundation 
are examples. The same is true in 
the area of provision of educational 
and other services for children with 
disabilities. Their provision is of a 
much higher standard than what is 
available across most public sector 
institutions. It is also the case that 
some of these institutions have de-
veloped expertise in the provision 
of services in particular areas that 
is beyond what counterpart insti-
tutions in the public sector have 
been able to develop. This is tied 
to the quality of provision argu-
ment given here. Whether it is be-
cause these institutions are more 
focused, involve people who are 
committed to work in particular 
areas (parents of children facing 
a particular challenge), dedicated 
to fewer areas, better resourced 
or because of some other reason, 
their expertise is a lot more visible 
in their practice and provision of 
services to children.

- Courtesy: DAWN

Need for partnerships
— By: Faisal Bar 
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KARACHI: The State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) has formally granted 
approval to Digitt+, Pakistan’s first 
agriculture focused fintech, to pilot 
launch their Electronic Money Insti-
tution (EMI). Digitt+ is powered by 
Akhtar Fuiou Technologies(AFT). 
The purpose of this agri-fintech app 
is to digitize the agricultural eco 
system. Digitt+ has partnered with 
Fuiou Pay, a leading international 
payment solutions provider,to pro-
vide market-based alternative to the 
traditional banking system. Fuiou 
Pay offersholistic enabling solutions 

through their seventy five intellec-
tual property licenses and several 
patented software. Founder and 
Chief Strategy Officer at Digitt+ 
Qasim Akhtar Khan, while talking 
about the potential of the venture, 
said: “We look forward to providing 
financial technology solutions to 
the farmers of Pakistan who will be 
able to open bank accounts and gain 
access to credit and modern digital 
financial services such as bill pay-
ments, e-commerce, investments, 
and money transfers. The approval 
from State Bank of Pakistan is an 

important milestone in that direc-
tion. This effort has the potential to 
solve food security issues, enhance 
crop yields, and improve human 
welfare in Pakistan, directly impact-
ing thousands of farmers and mer-
chants.” Pakistan has been an ag-
riculture powerhouse for decades. 
Agriculture employs almost half of 
the country’s workforce and con-
tributes about 25% to GDP. Despite 
its size and prominence, the sector 
does not have commensurate access 
to financial services from the bank-
ing system. (Agencies)
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Fakhar-e-Karachi award for best teacher

Researchers using new tech to examine 
blood proteins in Covid patients

President condoles with families of martyred 
personnel of Bannu terrorists’ attack

Constitution of Pakistan ensures protection 
of minorities’ rights: Pak Amb
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sectors: Commissioner Quetta

New year’s discounts, sales attract  
consumers to markets

Chinese beekeeping technology contributes 
to local honey production

KARACHI: Federal urdu Universi-
ty of Arts, Science and Technolo-
gy (FUUAST) on Friday honored 
prominent researcher and teach-
er Sikandar Khan Sherwani with 
Fakhar-e-Karachi award for the best 
teacher. The award was presented to 
him in a ceremony hosted by the Ed-
ucational Development Association 
of Pakistan, said FUUAST spokes-
person. Sikandar has been associ-
ated with research and teaching in 
the Department of Microbiology, 
FUUAST, for 14 years and his re-
search papers have been published 

at various national and internation-
al journals. He has presented his 
research in various countries, in-
cluding USA, Nepal, Thailand and 
Dubai, and received various train-
ings related to his field, and espe-
cially in medical microbiology which 
deals with germ-borne diseases. He 
has contributed extensively in the 
field and has played a very promi-
nent role in promoting the subject of 
microbiology in Pakistan. In the cer-
emony, awards were given to people 
from different walks of life, in recog-
nition of their services.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A team of research-
ers are combining new technologies 
to discover unique patterns of blood 
plasma proteins in critically ill pa-
tients that may help develop a more 
personalised approach to treating 
severe Covid-19, a new study has 
shown. According to the study pub-
lished in the Journal of Cellular and 
Molecular Medicine, the proteins 
being studied, called the “plasma 
proteome”, are released by cells that 
often play a key role in the body’s im-
mune response to viruses. To conduct 
the study, blood samples were tak-
en from 30 subjects in three patient 
groups at London Health Sciences 
Centre (LHSC). One group had pa-

tients with Covid-19, another group 
had patients with severe infection 
but were negative for Covid-19, and 
the third was a healthy control group, 
Medical Daily reported. “We collected 
plasma from these patients and mea-
sured well over a thousand proteins 
with great accuracy using new tech-
nology that combines immunology 
and genomics,” said Dr Douglas Fra-
ser, Lawson Scientist, Critical Care 
Physician at Children’s Hospital at 
LHSC. “With the use of this advanced 
technology, we were able to better 
analyse the protein patterns and bet-
ter understand what is happening 
with Covid-19, especially in critically 
ill patients,” he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Saturday held telephonic conver-
sation with the bereaved families of 
the security personnel who embraced 
shahadat during Bannu terrorists’ 
attack and expressed his condolenc-
es. The president held separate con-
versations with the bereaved family 
members of Shaheed Subedar Major 
Khursheed Ahmed and Shaheed Se-
poy Saeed Ahmed. The president also 
expressed his condolence with the 

father of Naik Abid who embraced 
shahadat in a suicide attack in Miran 
Shah, North Waziristan on December 
19, President Secretariat Press Wing 
said in a press release. While express-
ing his sympathies with the bereaved 
families, the president prayed for 
them to bear the losses with equanim-
ity. He also paid tribute to the valour 
and sacrifices of the security person-
nel who laid down their lives for the 
motherland. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Pa-
kistan to the United Arab Emirates 
Faisal Niaz Tirmzi on Saturday said 
that the constitution of Pakistan, 
in line with the Quaid’s vision, en-
shrined freedom and protection of 
the rights of all communities living in 
Pakistan. “The Government’s policies 
are geared towards empowering the 
minority communities to play their 
role in national life as equal citizens 
and fostering interfaith harmony,” the 
ambassador was addressing a cere-
mony arranged by Pakistan Embas-
sy Abu Dhabi in connection with the 
Christmas day celebration. A number 
of Pakistani Christian community 
members participated in the event, 
which was marked inter alia by spe-
cial prayers. It was recalled that 25 

December had a special significance 
as it also marked the birth anniver-
sary of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah. Ambassador Tirmizi also 
recalled the contribution of Justice 
A.R.Cornelius, Col S.K Tressler, F.E 
Chaudhry and other successful mem-
bers of the Pakistani community and 
lauded their contribution towards Pa-
kistan’s progress and development. 
(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: At least three 
persons including a minor kid of a 
family were killed while two others 
sustained injuries as a trailer ran over 
a motorcycle near Bhuttapur flyover 
Muzaffargarh last night (Thursday). 
According to Rescue 1122, five per-
sons of a family riding on a motor-
cycle were coming to Muzaffargarh 
from Baseera. When they reached 
Bhuttapur flyover a speeding trailer 
crushed them. As a result, three per-
sons died on the spot while two others 

sustained injuries. Upon receiving the 
information, Rescue teams rushed to 
the spot and shifted the bodies and 
injured to the district headquarters 
hospital in presence of the police con-
cerned. The deceased was identified 
as 16 years old Khadija Bibi d/o Pahl-
wan Khan, Pahlwan Khan and five 
years old Gul Sher. While Kausar Bibi 
w/o Pahlwan Khan and six years old 
Gulfam sustained serious injuries. Sa-
dar police have registered a case and 
started further investigation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Health experts have 
urged the parents to monitor the 
change in behavior by observing hec-
tic routines, economic constraints, 
mental pressure, habits, and unfa-
vorable relationships for preventing 
drug abuse in children. Talking to 
APP here on Saturday, Clinical Psy-
chologist Mariam Riaz said that male, 
as well as female youngsters, get into 
drug addiction at any time of their 
time and parents should monitor the 
company of their children and mood 
swings for early prevention and cure. 
She informed that parents should 
get alarmed if their children look 
annoyed, unaware of their hygiene, 
spending unusual time in bathrooms 
and outside the home. “Friends’ cir-

cle, telephonic conversation and in-
ternet search history of the young-
sters can be monitored if parents 
have doubts about drug addiction”, 
she maintained. Explaining the treat-
ment of addiction, Clinical Psycholo-
gist Shamsheer Hayat said that drug 
addiction can be completely cured 
with the help of therapy, counseling, 
and monitoring of the patient there-
fore, guardians of the addicts should 
acquire services of a registered re-
habilitation center for the treatment 
and cure. He said a team of medical 
specialists, psychiatrists, and clinical 
psychologists monitor the health of 
the patient, after which the process 
of detoxification is started as the first 
phase of the treatment. (APP)

HYDERABAD: The Sindh High Court, 
here, on Friday, ordered the finance 
department of Sindh to submit details 
of the funds released for Dadu district 
since June, 2022. The bench of Justice 
Muhamamd Iqbal Kalhoro and Justice 
Adnan-ul-Karim Memon gave directions 
in a petition concerning poor infrastruc-
ture and a lack of sanitation in Dadu 
after the monsoon rains and flood. The 
court observed that in its previous order 
in the same petition, which was filed by 
advocate Mumtaz Ahmed Lashari, had 
not been implemented. At the hearing, 
the civil judge and judicial magistrate I 
of Dadu submitted a report pointing out 
the city’s infrastructure, drainage, traf-
fic management, and other problems. 

“The report appears to be a sufficient 
charge sheet to initiate proceedings 
against the district of Dadu,” the bench 
noted. The civil judge in his report out-
lined that the drainage line of the city’s 
main road from SSP Chowk to Shahja-
han Park was found blocked during his 
visit. According to him, the sewage was 
overflowing on the road and creating 
problems for the commuters and traffic. 
He informed the SHC that a 24-inch di-
ameter drainage line was built in Dadu 
town, back in the 1960s, and since then 
it had not been upgraded. He told that 
the existing capacity of the system was 
far below the required capacity, and at 
several places solid waste had piled up 
over the drain. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The fleet of Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA) contin-
ued getting strengthened as another 
Airbus-320, a narrow-body aircraft, 
on Friday arrived at the Islamabad 
International Airport (IIAP) from Abu 
Dhabi and joined the national flag 
carrier. “This year, PIA acquired four 
A-320 aircraft, and the fourth aircraft 
of this series has also reached Islam-

abad from Abu Dhabi,” PIA Spokes-
man Abdullah Hafeez Khan said 
in a statement. He said the modern 
aircraft, which had improved cabin, 
would help the national flag carrier 
provide more better travel facilities to 
the passengers. “With the induction 
of this aircraft, the number of A320 
planes in the PIA fleet has increased 
to 14,” the spokesman added. (APP)

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Di-
vision Suhail-ur Rehman Baloch on 
Friday highlighted the importance of 
the digital census and said this would 
help for better planning in various 
sectors. He expressed these views 
while addressing the closing ceremo-
ny of the training session organized 
by the Federal Bureau of Statistics re-
garding the 7th Digital Census here. 
All the enumerator trainers should 
carry out the census as a national 
duty and better give thorough train-

ing to the enumerators so that better 
data could be obtained through the 
census, he added. He further said 
that the census was very important 
for other sectors including political 
and economic fields, saying that the 
provincial government would con-
tinue to cooperate with the relevant 
department in this regard. In the 
end, the Director of the Federal Insti-
tute of Statistics Muhammad Suhaib 
thanked the Commissioner for grac-
ing the occasion. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prominent brands 
and outlets are running on hot sales 
and offering mega discounts in the 
twin cities to make the arrival of 
the new year as an unforgettable 
event. A citizen Rukhsana Afzal on 
Saturday said mega discounts from 
stores and brands have made women 
cheerful and they are out for shop-
ping. She said customers are enjoy-
ing reasonable discounts online and 
in-store sales. She said that her spirit 
feels the essence at a new year’s start 
after getting the benefit of exciting 
offers. “People from various walks 
of life are also visiting markets to get 
the benefit of concessional offers”, 
she added. Another customer Sun-
das Waheed said that shopkeepers 

turn the year-end into an opportunity 
by announcing the sales as it helps 
them to clear winter stock. She said 
shopkeepers save expenses of ware-
houses and customers set aside the 
winter stuff for the next season after 
availing of discounts at sales. Ya-
qoob Khan, on the contrary, said that 
mega sales and promotions motivate 
customers to purchase unnecessary 
items which is not a good practice in 
routine to follow and it also disturbs 
the house budget in times of infla-
tion. He said that brands advertise 
big discounts but the worthy items 
either have minor or no discount at 
all due to which customers are com-
pelled to purchase the expensive 
goods. (APP)

BEIJING: With the use of Chinese 
technology, Pakistan has witnessed a 
historic breakthrough in the process-
ing of bee-related products, especial-
ly honey production. Dr. Muhammad 
Asif Aziz, Associate Professor of the 
Department of Entomology Pir Mehr 
Ali Shah Arid Agriculture University 
Rawalpindi, is in charge of the Bil-
lion Tree Honey Initiative and a par-
ticipant in the online training course 
on beekeeping and honey processing 
technology sponsored by the Min-
istry of Commerce of the People’s 
Republic of China and organized by 
Hunan Agricultural Group Co., Ltd., 
last year. For him, the training came 
just in time as he was eager to learn 
more about royal jelly production, 

bee breeding techniques, honey pro-
duction technology, and bee-related 
product processing to reach the goal 
of the Billion Tree Honey Initiative, 
that is to produce 70,000 tonnes 
of honey through the introduction 
of modern beekeeping equipment, 
training in the latest technologies, 
standardization and product certi-
fication, and marketing. “It is chal-
lenging to receive technical training 
online, but I’m lucky to have a great 
online management team to make 
everything organized,” he told China 
Economic Net. “Chinese professors 
demonstrated the country’s beekeep-
ing technology through theoretical 
explanations and demonstrations on 
apiaries. (APP)

CTD arrests  
seven suspects

PFA disposes off 1300 
litres adulterated milk

IRSA releases 34,200 
cusecs water

8th Ayaz Melo begins  
in Hyderabad

LAHORE: The Counter Terrorism 
Department (CTD) Punjab arrested 
seven alleged terrorists during in-
telligence based operations (IBOs) 
in the province. A spokesman for 
the CTD said 25 suspects were in-
terrogated during the IBOs out of 
which seven were arrested who 
were identified as Shafiullah, Khalid 
Mahmood, Mohsin Waqar, Muham-
mad Usman, Sher Muhammad, Mu-
hammad Luqman and Farooq. The 
CTD also recovered five detonators, 
12.5-feet safety fuse wire, two cell 
phones, 39 pamphlets, stickers and 
a receipt book of an outlawed orga-
nization and Rs 22,870 from them. 
The spokesman said seven FIRs 
had also been registered against 
the alleged terrorists under the Anti 
Terrorism Act. During the current 
week, the CTD with other law en-
forcement agencies conducted 433 
combingoperations and checked 
19,633 suspects while 96 accused 
were arrested. As many as69 cas-
es were also registered, he added. 
(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Punjab food 
Authority (PFA) on Saturday has 
launched crackdown against adul-
terated milk sellers and disposed off 
1300 litres adulterated milk. Dairy 
Safety team under the supervision 
of Director Operations Muzaffar-
garh region stopped two milk carry-
ing vehicles during the blockade at 
Jhang road. The team seized 1300 
litres milk which was found lack of 
natural nutrients and fat. Mixing of 
detergent and water also found in 
the milk. The hundred of litres milk 
was disposed off on the spot after 
adulteration proved. In a statement, 
Director General PFA Mudassar 
Riaz Malik said that the milky white 
poison was being supplied to hotels 
and milk shops in Muzaffargarh city 
and suburbs. He said that the adul-
teration of milk would not be toler-
ated at any cost. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Saturday re-
leased 34,200 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 37,900 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1489.35 feet and was 91.35 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 17,000 cusecs 
while outflow as 15,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Man-
gla Dam was 1116.65 feet, which 
was 66.65 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water was recorded 6,700 
cusecs and 5,000 cusecs respective-
ly.  (APP)

HYDERABAD: The 8th Ayaz Melo, 
dedicated to renowned Sindhi poet 
late Shaikh Ayaz, kicked off here 
on Friday at Khanabadosh Writer’s 
Cafe in the premises of Sindh Mu-
seum. The five-day annual event 
was inaugurated by Sindh Culture 
Minister Sayed Sardar Ali Shah. 
According to the organizers, the ob-
jective of organizing Ayaz Melo was 
to highlight the poetic work of the 
great scholar and his contribution 
in creating awareness among the 
masses.  (APP)

SBP grants approval to Pakistan’s first agri-fintech app Digitt+
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Pakistan Army to consolidate hard earned peace ensured by nation, 
LEAs’ sacrifices: COAS

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Syed Asim Munir on 
Friday said that Pakistan Army would 
consolidate the hard-earned peace, 
made possible by the supreme sacrific-
es of the resilient Pakistani nation and 
the law enforcement agencies (LEAs). 
The army chief visited Miranshah - 
North Waziristan and Tarbela, and in-
teracted with troops, an Inter-Services 
Public Relations’ (ISPR) news release 
said. At Miranshah, the COAS laid a 
floral wreath at Martyrs’ Monument to 
pay homage to brave soldiers who laid 
lives while defending the motherland 

. The army chief was briefed by field 
commanders on the latest security sit-
uation in the area and response mech-
anisms to thwart the terrorist threat. 
He also visited the frontline troops 
deployed along Pakistan - Afghanistan 
Border. While interacting with officers 
and men, the COAS commended their 
professionalism, high morale and oper-
ational readiness. The COAS said that 
Pakistan Army remained focused on 
evolving security situations and deter-
mined to take the battle to the terrorists 
and break nexus with their facilitators 
to ensure lasting peace through socio-

economic development. Later, COAS 
also visited HQ Special Services Group 
(SSG) Tarbela and met officers and 
men of SSG, including the elite Zarrar 
Company whose soldiers gallantly act-
ed in recent Bannu CTD complex oper-
ation. The COAS praised their indomi-
table spirit, sacrifices, and commitment 
to duty in various operations. He said, 
“SSG is the pride of Nation and it has 
proved it’s metal over the years.”Earli-
er on arrival, the COAS was received 
by Commander Peshawar Corps Lieu-
tenant General Hassan Azhar Hayat. 
(APP)

Govt committed to protect minorities’  
fundamental rights: President

Exchange of parliamentary delegations essential 
to bolster Pak-Somalia ties: NA speaker

PA adopts four bills on a politically charged day

DC surrenders services of Xen district council to 
Punjab government on alleged malpractices

Farewell ceremony held in honour of  
outgoing Addl IG 

Dr Joseph wants Christian community  
to contribute in country’s progress

Rescue 1122 ambulances providing  
emergency care at int’l standard

Sufi Opera Singer performs for flood affectees

Academicians call for establishing Rehabilitation 
Centres to make prisoners productive citizens

Skating classes attract public to local parks

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has said the government of Pakistan 
is committed to protect the fundamen-
tal rights of the minority community 
which are guaranteed and protected 
in the constitution of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan. The state was fully 
aware of the fundamental rights of the 
minority communities and appreci-
ated their services in bringing peace, 
harmony and political stability in the 
country, the president said in a mes-
sage on the occasion of Christmas. 
“I am delighted that the government 
has taken a lot of steps to empower 
the minorities in Pakistan and they 
have been serving in all spheres of 
life. Undoubtedly, the minorities in 
Pakistan are actively contributing to 
the development and prosperity of the 
country,” he added. On the occasion 
of Christmas, the president extended 
his heartiest felicitations to the Chris-
tian brethren in Pakistan and all over 
the world. He said Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pa-
kistan, had explained all the principles 

of making this society stable before 
the formation of Pakistan. Quaid-e-
Azam had said, “With faith, discipline 
and selfless devotion to duty, there is 
nothing worthwhile that you cannot 
achieve” the president said, adding 
that they had to move forward as a 
nation, the constitution of Pakistan 
had guaranteed rights to all citizens 
irrespective of their religion, caste 
and creed. Today, he said, millions of 
Christians all around the world and in 
Pakistan celebrated the birth of Jesus 
Christ who was sent to this world as 
a symbol of peace, brotherhood and 
respect for the entire humanity. The 
president said “The day of Christmas 
reminds us of values preached by Je-
sus Christ of love, peace, tolerance and 
humanity. As Muslims, we respect Je-
sus Christ as one of the great prophets 
of God Almighty.” On this auspicious 
occasion, the president also appreciat-
ed the valuable services of all minori-
ties, especially the Christian commu-
nity, for their country, especially in the 
field of health and education. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf Friday 
said the exchange of parliamentary 
delegations was essential to bolster 
the Pak-Somalia relations.Talking to 
a parliamentary delegation headed by 
Somalia’s Minister of Interior, Feder-
al Affairs and Reconciliation Ahmed 
Moalim Figi, the speaker said the 
promotion of parliamentary relations 
could prove beneficial for both coun-
tries. Their parliamentarians could 
benefit from each other’s experiences 
through the exchange visits. He said 
Pakistan wanted to promote cooper-

ation with Somalia in different fields, 
including trade. The speaker said Pa-
kistan attached great importance to 
its cordial relations with Somalia, as 
both were tied in an eternal bond of 
religion, fraternity, and brotherhood. 
He said the people of Somalia were 
very hard-working. The problems of 
Pakistan and Somalia were common, 
and their people had to face difficult 
situations. Somalia’s Minister Ahmed 
Moalim Fagi Ahmed thanked the gov-
ernment and the people of Pakistan 
for the warm welcome given to his 
delegation. (APP)

LAHORE: The Punjab Assembly ad-
opted four bills including the Punjab 
Holy Quran Printing and Recording 
(Amendment) Bill 2022, Khatamun 
Nabiyeen University Lahore Bill 
2022, Gujrat University (Amend-
ment) Bill 2022 and Public Sector 
University (Amendment) Bill 2022 
during the session, here on Friday. 
Earlier, the Punjab Assembly session 
started with Speaker Muhammad 
Sibtain Khan in the chair. The trea-
sury MPA Mian Shafi Muhammad 
tabled all the bills while the Punjab 
Holy Quran Printing and Recording 
(Amendment) Bill 2022, and Khat-
amun Nabiyeen University Lahore 
Bill 2022 were adopted unanimously 
by the house. The Speaker said that 
the treasury and the opposition have 
played their due role in the adoption 
of the two bills, adding that may Al-
lah Almighty be pleased with all the 
members who made their passage 
possible. The Chair hailed the role 

of Chief Minister Chaudhry Parvez 
Elahi in the adoption of the bills. A 
woman MPA tabled the Lahore Uni-
versity Biological and Allied Scienc-
es Bill 2022 in the house which the 
Speaker referred to a committee. 
MPA Muhammad Aslam Iqbal ta-
bled a resolution against act of Gov-
ernor Punjab of denotifying Chief 
Minsiter Chaudhry Parvez Elahi for 
not obtaining Vote of Confidence 
within the stipulated date and time. 
The resolution said the house af-
firms that supremacy lies with God 
and masses are the fountainhead of 
power. The resolution condemned 
the efforts to derail majority gov-
ernment in Punjab, adding the the 
majority government was being 
weakened by buying conscience of 
the elected members. It said the gov-
ernor Punjab exceeded his powers 
in denotifying the cabinet and Chief 
Minsiter Punjab on 22 December. 
(APP)

MULTAN: The District administra-
tion surrendered the services of Xen 
Abbas Sarwar Naqvi (district coun-
cil) on charges of corruption and 
issuance of tenders for different de-
velopment schemes without approv-
al, which caused the loss of millions 
of rupees to the government. Ac-
cording to official sources, Deputy 
Commissioner Tahir Watto also or-
dered an inquiry against the officer. 
Similarly, Watto also instructed the 

officers concerned to stop the pro-
cess of tenders. The deputy commis-
sioner also expressed annoyance 
with the Chief Executive Officer of 
the district council. Tahir Watto in a 
statement observed that the govern-
ment would continue to implement 
transparency and merit policy. The 
services of Xen Abbas Sarwar Naqvi 
were surrendered to Local Govern-
ment and Community Development. 
(APP)

MULTAN: A farewell ceremony was 
held in honour of the outgoing Ad-
ditional Inspector General police 
South Punjab Dr. Ehsan Sadiq. Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary South Pun-
jab Saqib Zafar, Secretary education 
Dr. Ehtasham, DIG Muhammad Sal-
eem, Gohar Mushtaq Bhutta, AIG 
Operations Qazi Ali Raza and other 
senior officials participated in the 
ceremony. Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Dr Ehsan Sadiq said that he had 
never compromised on the quality 
of work and dignity of the police. He 

said he was satisfied with the perfor-
mance of his duty as honesty in duty 
and decisions on merit are his motto. 
The ACS South and other officials 
appreciated the services of the Ad-
ditional IG and said that the law and 
order situation remained exemplary 
in South Punjab this year and police 
performed their duties with utmost 
professionalism on major occasions. 
Additional IG police also had dinner 
with the officers and staff and said 
that these precious moments will be 
remembered. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: As Christmas ap-
proaches (December 25), Archbish-
op Rawalpindi and Islamabad Dr. 
Joseph Arshad desired that the Pa-
kistani Christian community should 
contribute to the progress and pros-
perity of the country and spread 
peace and love among the society. 
“Christmas is a time of Love, peace 
and joy. At Christmas, we experience 
the wonder of God through Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, as we 
all contemplate the newborn Child 
laid in a manger Jesus,” the Saviour. 
He quoted a Bible verse to say, “For 
to us a child is born, To us, a son is 
given. And the government will be 
upon his shoulder; and his name 
will be called “Wonderful Counsel-

lor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6). Arshad 
urged the Christian community to 
come together and contribute to suf-
fering humanity, especially for our 
beloved country that peace, love and 
hope may prevail in our society and 
we all may together contribute to 
the progress and prosperity of Paki-
stan. “We share love in and through 
our human relationships. Love is a 
commitment and a decision to stick 
by others, come what may, through 
thick and thin, when the going is 
easy and when the going gets more 
challenging. The love that we share 
in our human relationships is a re-
flection of the love of God, calling us 
to give of ourselves to others. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Rescue 1122 is pro-
viding emergency care/service to the 
citizens of the Federal capital round 
the clock through 12 medically well-
equipped ambulances at internation-
al standards. “The Service has so far 
rescued thousands of victims of road 
traffic accidents and medical emer-
gencies while maintaining an average 
response time of 7 minutes in all parts 
of Islamabad,” an official of Rescue 
1122 told APP. He said this is the most 
important function of Rescue 1122 as 
over 97 percent of emergency calls 

were related to Emergency Ambu-
lance Service. It is the foremost re-
sponsibility of Rescue 1122 to provide 
first aid to the patients in emergency 
ambulances on the spot and thereaf-
ter, shift them to the nearest hospital 
in the capital. The main beneficiaries 
of the Service have been the victims 
of road traffic mishaps and crashes, 
he added. He concluded that Punjab 
Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) 
was initially started as an Emergency 
Ambulance Service on October 14, 
2004, as a pilot.  (APP)

ISLAMABAD: World’s first Sufi Op-
era Singer, Saira Peter enthralled the 
audience of twin cities of Rawalpin-
di and Islamabad here late Friday 
in a live concert at Pakistan Nation-
al Council of the Arts (PNCA). The 
concert was a Charity Musical Show 
by Saira Peter and other popular 
singers to help and support flood 
victims. The show was organized 
by PNCA in collaboration with Art 
Aid and Hunerkada College of Visu-
al and Performing Arts while those 
who performed included renowned 
Opera Singer, Saira Peter, Nouman 
Lashari, Jia Nouman, Nadir Abbass 
and Rajea Iman. Saira Peter is a 
British-Pakistani soprano officially 

recognised as the world’s first Sufi 
Opera singer. She is Director of NJ 
Arts London, a multicultural per-
forming arts centre opened in 1998 
by Sir Cliff Richard OBE. She is also 
founder of Saira Arts academy in Ka-
rachi. Peter given solo western clas-
sical performances in the UK, USA, 
Germany, Turkey and Pakistan. The 
event is part of regular activities of 
PNCA to preserve and promote the 
musical heritage of different areas 
of the country and give recognition 
to the artistes for their contribution 
in their field as well as provide qual-
ity entertainment to the people by 
the performance of popular artistes. 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Academicians and 
researchers have demanded to es-
tablish rehabilitation centers for 
prisoners both convicts and un-
der trial at the district or divisional 
levels to make Punjab jail inmates 
productive citizens of the country. 
Speaking in a two-day workshop 
on Higher education Commission 
(HEC) approved research project 
titled “Modernisation of Proba-
tion Services, Assessment of Risks, 
Needs of Prisoners”, they said that 
Punjab Probation and Parole Ser-
vice Department should be made 
more active by increasing salaries, 
perks, and privileges of the employ-
ees. These views were expressed by 
Professor Dr. Abdul Saboor, Dean of 
the Department of Social Sciences 

of Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agricul-
tural University, Professor Mazhar 
Hussain Bhutta, Chairman of the 
Department of Criminology and So-
ciology, Director of the Department 
of Gender and Crime Lab of the Uni-
versity of Carleton, Canada, Prof. 
Shelley Brown, Fatima Jinnah Wom-
en’s University Department of Law 
and Policy Dr. Nadia, Additional Di-
rector NAB Training and Research 
Yusuf Khan, Deputy Director of Na-
tional academy for Prison Adminis-
tration Javed Iqbal Khokhar, Deputy 
Director of National Police Bureau 
Mian Muhammad Irfan, Spokesper-
son of Punjab Probation and Parole 
Department, Hasan Raza Higher 
Education Commission (HEC) ap-
proved research project. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Youngsters are team-
ing up at F-9 Fatima Jinnah Park of 
Islamabad to learn the sportful ac-
tivity of skating for gaining amuse-
ment and a healthy body. Talking to 
APP here on Saturday, Trainer Mu-
hammad Bilal said that skating is 
one of the fantastic, family-friendly 
activities that can provide both in-
door and�outdoor fun. He said skat-
ing is a whole-body aerobic exercise 
that improves muscle strength and 
aerobic fitness. Like many recre-
ational sports, once skating is start-
ed on a regular basis it becomes 
fun and passion, he added. He said 

children around preschool age can 
begin learning to skate as soon as 
they are interested and able while 
elders up to the age of 70 can learn 
to skate. He said this skill requires 
both balance and coordination, and 
everyone develops that at a different 
pace. He said the display of skating 
art has also become an all-inclusive 
show that is bringing visitors to-
gether for amusement to their skat-
ing club. He informed that coaching 
classes are offered at F-9 Park from 
Friday to Sunday in the evening 
where ten to fifteen students join 
him regularly. (APP)

ANF seizes over 250 kg 
drugs; arrests nine

Add.Director Land  
Management suspended 

over complaints

RAWALPIND: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan seized over 250 ki-
logram of drugs, 53 heroin-filled 
capsules, 1604 liters prohibited 
chemical and 100 intoxicated tab-
lets besides netting nine accused 
while conducting 15 counter-narcot-
ics operations throughout the coun-
try during last three days. An ANF 
Headquarters spokesman here on 
Saturday, informed ANF in an op-
eration at Islamabad International 
Airport, ANF recovered 434 grams 
heroin from the possession of a pas-
senger resident of Buner going to 
Sharjah on flight no ER-703. ANF 
North also recovered 70 intoxicat-
ed tablets from the possession of an 
Afghan national arrested from F-11 
Markaz Islamabad area. In a joint 
operation, ANF and FC recovered 
36 kg marijuana and 1.5 kg Ice drug 
from an area in Khyber. In two op-
erations conducted on Quetta and 
Taftan Highway, ANF seized 51 kg 
marijuana. In an operation at Is-
lamabad International Airport ANF 
recovered 53 heroin filled capsules 
from the possession of a passenger 
resident of Khyber going to Sharjah 
on flight no PA-212. In another op-
eration at Faisalabad Airport, 1830 
grams Ice drug was recovered from 
the possession of a Bahrain bound 
passenger resident of Mandi Baha-
udin.(APP)

HYDERABAD: The acting Direc-
tor General of Hyderabad Devel-
opment Authority (HDA) Fuad 
Ghaffar Soomro, who is also Dep-
uty Commissioner of Hyderabad 
has suspended Additional Director 
Land Management, Planning and 
Control Ghulam Haider Arain. Ac-
cording to a notification issued here 
on Friday evening, Arain had been 
suspended on the basis of com-
plaints against him. The suspended 
officer would also face disciplinary 
action. (APP)

CM gives Rs 1.5 million to 
Sajid Sadpara for 

‘K2 Clean Up’ campaign
LAHORE: Famous high-altitude 
mountaineer Sajid Ali Sadpara 
called on Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi at CM Of-
fice on Saturday.
CM handed over a cheque worth ru-
pees 1.5 million to Sajid Ali Sadpa-
ra for “K2 Clean Up” campaign. Ex-
pressing his views on the occasion, 
the CM remarked that the efforts 
of Sajid Ali Sadpara for “K2 Clean 
Up” campaign were praiseworthy, 
saying that it was necessary to 
clean up mountains along with cit-
ies, villages, streets and towns.
He maintained that the Punjab gov-
ernment fully supports “K2 Clean 
Up” campaign and the campaign 
would also prove to be beneficial in 
promoting tourism. 
CM complimented Sajid Ali Sadpa-
ra for being a brave son of Pakistan 
who achieved a remarkable mile-
stone by conquering K2 mountain 
without oxygen. He vowed to con-
tinue to encourage the youth like 
Sajid Ali Sadpara in future as well.
Sajid Ali Sadpara thanked the chief 
minister on extending commend-
able cooperation for “K2 Clean 
Up” campaign and remarked that 
CM won their hearts by generously 
providing funds for the campaign. 
(APP)
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Global stocks mixed as oil prices jump on Russian threat
NEW YORK: Global stocks were 
mixed at the end of a meandering 
session Friday, characterized by 
light pre-Christmas trading volumes 
as oil prices were jolted higher by 
a Russian threat to curtail produc-
tion. After opening in the red, US 
indices bounced back and finished 
moderately higher following mixed 
economic data, while the US Con-
gress reached final passage of a 
$1.7 trillion package to keep the 
government running. “Ultimately, a 
late afternoon push higher left the 
main indices near their best level of 

the session, albeit with slim gains, 
to close out the first day of the so-
called Santa Claus rally period,” 
said Briefing.com. The broad-based 
S&P 500 finished up 0.6 percent for 
the day, but with a narrow loss for 
the week. Orders for big-ticket US 
manufactured goods dropped more 
than expected in November due to 

a slump in new orders for aircraft. 
Meanwhile, the personal consump-
tion expenditures price index, eyed 
closely by the Federal Reserve as 
a gauge of inflation, increased 0.1 
percent from October to November 
and 5.5 percent from November last 
year. The annual figure was below 
October’s level but still significantly 
higher than policymakers’ two per-
cent inflation target. Earlier, London 
posted minor gains on a shortened 
trading day, while Frankfurt add-
ed 0.2 percent and Paris fell by an 
equal amount. (Agencies)

Stocks volatile as US inflation cools

Furniture exports witness 80.46 percent 
increase: PBS

Weekly inflation slides down by 0.11 percent

LONDON: US and European stocks 
wobbled on Friday despite a key 
gauge showing inflation to be slow-
ing, as investors remain concerned 
about recession risks. Equities had 
fallen on Thursday as data showed 
the US economy grew a lot more in 
July-September than first thought, 
while jobless claims rose less than 
expected last week. The readings 
suggested that despite almost a year 
of rate hikes and decades-high infla-
tion, activity remained strong and 
the US Federal Reserve has much 
more work to do to rein in inflation. 
The Fed has made clear it is willing 
to push the US economy into reces-
sion to bring inflation back down. 
On Friday, the Fed’s preferred in-

flation measure, the personal con-
sumption expenditures (PCE) price 
index, rose 5.5 percent last month 
from November 2021, Commerce 
Department data showed. That rep-
resents a decline from the annual 
6.1-percent rise registered in Octo-
ber.  Meanwhile, personal income 
increased 0.4 percent month-on-
month, but personal spending edged 
up only 0.1 percent. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Furniture exports 
during the first five months of the 
fiscal year of 2022-23 increased by 
80.46 percent as compared to the 
exports of the commodity during the 
corresponding period of last year. 
During the period from July 22-Nov 
22, furniture worth US$ 6,791,000 
were exported as compared to the 
exports of US $ 3,642,000 during the 
same period of last year. According 
to the data released by the Pakistan 

Bureau of Statistics, the exports of 
Gems increased by 44.19 percent, 
worth US $4,151,000 as compared 
to exports of US $2,879,000 during 
the same period, last year. Mean-
while, Jewellery also increased by 
4.29 percent as the exports recorded 
during the current fiscal year were 
US$ 4,355,000 as compared to the 
exports during the same period of 
last year which were US $ 4,176,000. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The weekly inflation, 
measured by Sensitive price Indica-
tor (SPI), witnessed a decrease of 
0.11 percent for combined consump-
tion group during the week ended 
on December 22, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported Friday. The 
SPI for the week under review in the 
above-mentioned group, was record-
ed at 217.39 points as compared to 
217.64 points during the past week, 
according to PBS data. As compared 
to the corresponding week of last 
year, the SPI for the combined con-
sumption group in the week under 
review witnessed an increase of 28.76 
percent. The weekly SPI with base 

year 2015-16 =100 is covering 17 
urban centres and 51 essential items 
for all expenditure groups.The SPI 
for the lowest consumption group up 
to Rs 17,732 witnessed 0.04 percent 
decrease and went down to 225.59 
points from last week’s 225.69 points.
Meanwhile, the SPI for the consump-
tion group from Rs 17,732-22,888 
witnessed decrease of 0.01 percent 
whereas it slightly increased by 0.02 
percent for consumption group from 
Rs 22,889-29,517 and witnessed no 
change for consumption group from 
Rs 29,518-44,175 and declined by 0.21 
percent for consumption group above 
Rs 44,175. (Agencies)

Saudi Arabia’s non-oil exports increase by 4.4% in October to $6.62bn: GASTAT
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s non-oil 
exports, including re-exports, in-
creased by 4.4 percent to SR24.9 
billion ($6.62 billion) in October 
2022, compared to SR23.9 billion 
recorded in October 2021, accord-
ing to the latest report released by 
the General Authority for Statistics. 
In its report, GASTAT noted that 
the Kingdom’s non-oil exports were 
driven by chemical and allied indus-
tries, accounting for 40.9 percent of 
non-oil merchandise exports in Oc-
tober. The report further pointed out 
that overall merchandise exports in-
creased by 13.9 percent in October to 
SR120.7 billion, up from SR106 bil-
lion in October 2021. The Kingdom’s 
merchandise imports increased by 
39.3 percent in October to SR63.9 

billion compared to SR45.9 billion 
in the same period last year. The re-
port added that the most imported 
merchandise in October were ma-
chinery, mechanical appliances, and 
electrical equipment parts, which ac-
counted for 19.5 percent of total mer-
chandise imports. As imports rose by 
a higher degree than non-oil exports 
year-on-year  — 39.3 percent and 4.4 
percent respectively — the ratio of 
non-oil exports to imports dropped 
by 13.1 percent in that period to 
reach 39 percent. China, the King-
dom’s primary merchandise trading 
partner, accounted for 18.4 percent 
of total exports in October with a 
value of SR22.2 billion. The report 
added that South Korea and Japan 
came in next with both at 10.3 per-

cent of Saudi Arabia’s total exports. 
Their exports totaled 12.4 billion in 
October 2022. As for Saudi imports, 
China also took the lead with its im-
ports amounting to 20.6 percent of 
the total during that period reaching 
SR13.2 billion. The US followed with 
imports at SR6 billion, or 9.3 percent 
of Saudi imports, in October 2022. 
The UAE came in third with SR4 bil-
lion worth of imports accounting for 
6.3 percent of the total, showed the 
report. Saudi Arabia’s top 10 export-
ing countries acquired 68.2 percent 
of exports, whereas its top 10 im-
porting countries accounted for 62.7 
percent. Furthermore, Jeddah Islam-
ic Sea Port let through 29.2 percent 
of the total, making it the Kingdom’s 
primary port for imports. (Agencies)

Petroleum products (Excl top NAPHTA) exports 
witness 102.79% increase: PBS

ISLAMABAD: The weekly inflation, 
measured by Sensitive price Indica-
tor (SPI), witnessed a decrease of 
0.11 percent for combined consump-
tion group during the week ended 
on December 22, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported Friday. The 
SPI for the week under review in the 
above-mentioned group, was record-
ed at 217.39 points as compared to 
217.64 points during the past week, 
according to PBS data. As compared 
to the corresponding week of last 
year, the SPI for the combined con-
sumption group in the week under 
review witnessed an increase of 28.76 
percent. The weekly SPI with base 

year 2015-16 =100 is covering 17 
urban centres and 51 essential items 
for all expenditure groups.The SPI 
for the lowest consumption group up 
to Rs 17,732 witnessed 0.04 percent 
decrease and went down to 225.59 
points from last week’s 225.69 points.
Meanwhile, the SPI for the consump-
tion group from Rs 17,732-22,888 
witnessed decrease of 0.01 percent 
whereas it slightly increased by 0.02 
percent for consumption group from 
Rs 22,889-29,517 and witnessed no 
change for consumption group from 
Rs 29,518-44,175 and declined by 0.21 
percent for consumption group above 
Rs 44,175. (Agencies)

Egypt’s economic growth to decline to 4.5% in FY 2022-23: World Bank 
CARIO: Egypt’s economic growth is 
expected to decline to 4.5 percent in 
the fiscal year 2022-23 from 6.6 per-
cent in 2021-22, affected by the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war overlapped with per-
sisting COVID19-related disruptions, 
according to the World Bank’s Egypt 
Economic Monitor report. However, 
the growth is forecast to inch up after 
that as the country continues to push 
ahead with macroeconomic stabiliza-
tion and structural reforms, the report 
stated. While critical sectors continue 
to thrive, especially gas extractives, 
benefiting from the higher global pric-
es and the resilient communications, 
agriculture and construction sectors, 
other activities are expected to contin-
ue performing below potential, includ-
ing manufacturing. During the fiscal 
year 2022-23, inflation is projected to 
surpass the Central Bank of Egypt’s 

target range between 5 and 9 percent 
and remain in double digits, following 
the impact of depreciation, imported 
inflation, supply bottlenecks, and the 
potential continuation of adjustments 
to fuel prices. Fiscal consolidation is 
also expected to decelerate in 2022-
23 due to higher inflation rates along-
side the government social mitigation 
package. While the social measures 
announced by the government in 
2022 will offer mitigation to an extent, 
poverty rates are still forecast to rise 
as inflation gets reflected in real in-
comes. Moreover, the state’s spending 
on health and education is expected to 
drop to 1.3 percent and 2 percent of the 
gross domestic product, respectively, 
disclosed the World Bank report. Over 
the medium term, the North African 
country’s debt-to-GDP ratio will main-
tain its downward trajectory. Mean-

while, Egypt’s non-oil exports surged 
12 percent during the first 10 months 
of 2022 to hit $30.4 billion, up from 
$27.1 billion during the same period a 
year earlier, reflecting a $3.3 billion in-
crease, according to data from the Gen-
eral Authority for Export and Import 
Control. Later today, Egypt’s Monetary 
Policy Committee of the CBE is set to 
hold its last meeting before the end of 
2022 to review interest rates. Based on 
a recent Reuters poll, analysts expect 
policymakers to end the year with a sig-
nificant increase of 200 basis points in 
the interest rates to support the Egyp-
tian pound against the dollar and other 
foreign currencies and curb rising in-
flation. The average forecast in the poll 
of 12 analysts estimated that the CBE 
would boost interest rates on deposits 
to 15.25 percent and lending interest to 
16.25 percent. (Agencies)

Tunisia seeks to cut fiscal deficit to 5.5 percent in 2023, led by economic reforms
TUNIS: Tunisia expects to reduce its 
fiscal deficit to 5.5 percent next year 
from a forecast 7.7 percent this year, 
driven by austerity measures that 
could pave the way for a final deal 
with the International Monetary Fund 
on a rescue package. The country has 
been in urgent need of international 
help for months as it grapples with a 
crisis in public finances that has raised 
fears it may default on debt and has 
contributed to shortages of food and 
fuel, according to government critics. 
The Economy Ministry said on Friday 
that economic growth next year would 
be 1.8 percent, compared with 2.5 per-

cent expected this year. The country’s 
external borrowing needs next year 
will increase by 34 percent to 16 billion 
dinars ($5.2 billion) while public debt 
is expected to rise by 44.4 percent to 
20.7 billion dinars. Tunisia has reached 
a staff-level agreement with the IMF 
for a $1.9 billion rescue package in ex-
change for unpopular reforms, includ-
ing cutting food and energy subsidies, 
and overhauling public companies. It 
aims to reach a final deal in weeks.
PAINFUL REFORMS
According to next year’s budget pub-
lished by the economy ministry, Tuni-
sia intends to reduce subsidy expen-

diture by 26.4 percent to 8.8 billion 
dinars. The government is also seeking 
to raise tax revenue by 12.5 percent to 
40 billion dinars with the rate for some 
jobs increasing to 19 percent from 13 
percent. The powerful UGTT union, 
with about 1 million members, has 
said it would reject the finance law if 
it was passed, adding it could cause a 
social explosion as Tunisians struggle 
with poverty and inflation, which hit 
a record 9.8 percent last month. The 
ministry said it expects inflationary 
pressure to continue with the start of 
the reforms, which union called “very 
painful. (Agencies)

Russian airlines seek to buy stranded jets – media 
MOSCOW: Russian air carriers have 
held preliminary negotiations with 
at least one major leasing firm on us-
ing state funds to buy some of the 
400 aircraft stranded in Russia due to 
sanctions, Reuters reported on Fri-
day citing documents and sources. In 
September SMBC Aviation Capital, 
one of the world’s largest aircraft les-
sors, said it was in talks with Russia’s 
biggest carrier Aeroflot, and also with 
AlfaStrakhovanie, the airline’s insurer. 
According a letter issued by SMBC, 
the lessor was offered $644.2 million 
for 17 jets leased by Aeroflot, minus 
$82 million already paid in deposits 
and reserves. The Japanese-owned, 

Dublin-based multinational also said 
it was contacted by Russian insurer 
Elbrus Insurance Brokers on behalf of 
Russian airlines including NordStar 
and S7 to discuss “potential claim solu-
tions.” According to the latest report 
by Reuters, Russian state backing for 
the negotiations was demonstrated in 
a letter from the Transport Ministry to 
23 airlines, dated August 30. If imple-
mented, the plan would allow Russian 
airlines to secure formal ownership of 
planes at a potentially steep discount. 
Before the US, EU and their allies im-
posed sweeping sanctions on Russia 
over its military operation in Ukraine, 
the country was a major market for 

aircraft lessors, which purchased jets 
from Boeing and Airbus and leased 
them to local carriers. The scheme al-
lowed the airlines to avoid the up-front 
cost and inflexibility of buying planes 
themselves. Shortly after the start of 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, the EU 
introduced a complete ban on selling 
and leasing planes to Russian airlines, 
giving the lessors a month to terminate 
the existing contracts. At the beginning 
of the year, non-Russian lessors owned 
515 jets in Russia, with a total market 
value of about $10 billion, according to 
data from aviation consulting firm Cir-
ium. European lessors accounted for 
about half of that amount. (Agencies)

Major lithium producer tightens export controls 
HARARE: The government of Zimba-
bwe has slapped heavy restrictions on 
the export of raw lithium, to curb black 
market sales and prevent billions of 
dollars in mineral proceeds going to 
foreign firms. The measures, which 
came into effect on December 21, are 
aimed at boosting revenue and help-
ing the southern African nation repay 
its external debt, which is nearing 

$14 billion. According to a document 
published by Zimbabwe’s Ministry 
of Mines and Mining Development, 
the government seeks to “ensure that 
the vision of the president to see the 
country becoming an upper-middle 
income economy has been realized.” 
“No lithium-bearing ores, or unbene-
ficiated lithium whatsoever, shall be 
exported from Zimbabwe to another 

country except under the written per-
mit of the minister,” Mines Minister 
Winston Chitando said. According 
to Reuters news agency, three major 
Chinese mining corporations will be 
exempt from the ban, having invest-
ed a combined $678 million in lithium 
mines and processing plants in Zim-
babwe over the past year. Zimbabwe 
is home to Africa’s largest deposits 

of lithium, a vital resource for manu-
facturing smartphones, car batteries, 
and other rechargeable electronics. In 
2015, it was estimated that the nation 
lost $12 billion through illegal trade 
involving small-scale operations, as 
well as multinational companies. 
The missing funds would be enough 
to clear Zimbabwe’s enormous debt. 
Mineral exports reportedly account 

for about 60% of Zimbabwe’s export 
earnings, while the mining sector 
comprises 16% of GDP. With surging 
demand for lithium across the world, 
the African state could become one 
of the world’s largest exporters of the 
metal. The government of Zimbabwe 
hopes to meet 20% of the world’s total 
lithium demand when it fully exploits 
its lithium resources. (Agencies)

EU sees rise in demand for energy-saving homes 
– Bloomberg

LONDON: The energy crisis and 
soaring heating costs have pushed 
Europeans toward energy-efficient 
home improvements and so-called 
“passive houses,” buildings with 
ultra-low energy consumption, 
Bloomberg reported on Friday. 
According to a survey by a Swe-
den-based research company No-
vus, two thirds of Swedish house-
holds have made energy-saving 
home improvements in the last six 
months, from installing efficient 
lighting to changing windows and 
doors to more modern versions.
Another survey cited that the report 
showed that 70% of Germans have 
bought energy-saving products this 
year. An earlier UK poll also showed 
that around a quarter of respondents 
were thinking of modernizing their 
homes in terms of energy-efficiency. 

The so-called “passive houses” have 
also been gaining in popularity, the 
report states.
The concept of these homes was 
first introduced in the aftermath of 
the 1970s oil crisis, and envisions a 
combination of construction, insula-
tion and ventilation systems aimed 
at storing and reusing the heat with-
in the building, which helps to keep 
conventional heating use at a mini-
mum.
Swedish construction company 
Fiskarhedenvillan saw increased 
demand for its passive house mod-
els this year, the report stated. UK’s 
Norrsken, which also builds these 
types of houses, said there has 
been a “definite increase” in orders 
for upgrading windows and doors 
to more energy-efficient models. 
(Agencies)
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KARACHI: Sir Syed University 
defeated the Institute of business 
Administration by 5-4 in the final 
of HEC Zone M Inter-University 
Football Championship to win the 
Sindh champion trophy, played at 
the Sixteen Star Football Ground 
here on Friday. The event was orga-
nized in collaboration with Sir Syed 
University of Engineering & Tech-
nology (SSUET) and Higher edu-
cation Commission. Sheikh Ayaz 
University Shikarpur ,Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof. Dr. Ghulam Raza Bhatti 
was the chief guest. SSUET’s Kh-
izr Hayat scored a goal in the 13th 

minute to give his team the lead. 
Ranim of IBA scored a goal in the 
32nd minute and within 2 minutes 
Daniyal scored another goal for his 
team. The IBA kept its lead 2-1 till 
half time. Sir Syed University team 
attacked continuously their oppo-
nent goal, as a result Zubair scored 
a goal in the 60th minute to make 
the score level 2-2. Both the teams 
were unable to score in the extra 
trime. Eventually SSUET team won 
the final against IBA by 5-3 at penal-
ty shootout. Earlier, IOBM defeated 
Indus University by 6-0 and secured 
third position. (Agencies)

QUETTA: Principal Secretary to CM 
Balochistan Imran Gichki on Friday 
said the doors of international level 
of competitions and cricket matches 
would be opened in the province after 
the much-awaited promise made to 
host Pakistan Super League’s (PSL) 
matches in Quetta Stadium. He ex-
pressed these views while chairing a 
review meeting, for the preparation of 
a cricket match in Quetta under PSL, 
on the instruction of Balochistan Chief 
Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizen-
jo, here. The statement comes in the 
wake of Chairman Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) Najam Sethi’s announce-
ment, made on Friday, that the pro-
vincial capital’s Bugti Stadium would 
hold matches in PSL eighth edition. 

Meanwhile, the meeting was attended 
by the secretary Sports, commissioner 
of Quetta, DIG Quetta, and provincial 
and military officials. It was decided 
in the meeting that necessary ground 
repairs and provision of facilities will 
be started soon and foolproof security 
would be provided to cricketers and 
fans in Quetta. In the meeting, respon-
sibilities were assigned to all the con-
cerned institutions, it was also decided 
to establish a central liaison office for 
the coordination between the con-
cerned institutions. On this occasion, 
the principal secretary to CM Baloch-
istan said that there was no shortage 
of talent in Balochistan and the people 
of Balochistan loved sports, including 
cricket. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: No matter how many aims 
and ambitions you have in the pipe-
line you must not push yourself too 
hard this weekend. Sit back, enjoy the 
festivities and make plans for 2023 
rather than try to rush everything 
through before 2022 comes to a close.
– TAURUS: The Sun’s journey 
through one of the better areas of 
your chart means you can afford to be 
adventurous. Even if you are the sort 
of Taurus who finds it hard to express 
yourself creatively you must go out of 
your way to showcase your talents.
– GEMINI: Put work and career issues 
on hold this weekend and focus in-
stead on improving your relationship 
with someone you have not been on 
good terms with of late. It no longer 
matters what they said or did, it mat-
ters only that you forgive them.
– CANCER: If a friend or family 
member is feeling low over the next 
48 hours you must make it your aim 
to cheer them up. A few kind words 
from you could be all it takes to get 
them believing that life is worth living 
again – and it is!
– LEO: Try not to be too suspicious 
when dealing with people whose am-
bitions are very different to your own. 
You do in fact have certain things in 
common and if you find those things 
and focus on those things you can still 

be buddies.
– VIRGO: There may be no such 
thing as the Midas Touch but you do 
seem to be in the zone when it comes 
to making your creative ideas pay. 
Something you have been working 
on is about to reap the rewards it de-
serves. Enjoy every moment of it.
– LIBRA: Remind yourself at regular 
intervals this weekend just how lucky 
you are. The Sun’s journey through 
one of the more sensitive areas of 
your chart makes it too easy to fo-
cus on the few things that are going 
wrong, when most things are going 
very right indeed.
– SCORPIO: Make a wish this week-
end and expect it to come true. Think 
of the most outrageous thing you can 
and don’t be surprised when it lands 
in your lap. Also, spend some quality 
time with your friends. All they wish 
for is to be close to you.
– SAGITTARIUS: Make a wish this 
weekend and expect it to come true. 
Think of the most outrageous thing 
you can and don’t be surprised when 
it lands in your lap. Also, spend some 
quality time with your friends. All 
they wish for is to be close to you.
– CAPRICORN: With the Sun, Mercu-
ry and Venus all moving through your 
sign this weekend you can’t help but 
be at the center of things. Enjoy the 
attention by all means but don’t get so 
caught up in it that friends and loved 
ones feel neglected. They need atten-
tion to.
– ACQUARIUS: The fact that you 
have made a mistake is not of major 
importance. What matters more is 
that you hold up your hand and admit 
it. Partners and colleagues will read-
ily forgive you but you must be hon-
est with them. Even Aquarius gets it 
wrong sometimes!
– PISCES: The more you confide 
in friends and family members this 
weekend the more they will be able 
to help you. Let them know what you 
need and don’t be surprised if they get 
it for you in double-quick fashion. 
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National teams of India, Afghanistan, others to play  
in 15th West Asia Baseball Cup

Brown takes Celtics back to top of the East, Bucks lose to Nets

Arteta wants Arsenal to seize title chance as Premier League returns

Former F1 driver Philippe Streiff dies aged 67

KARACHI: The national baseball 
teams of India, Bangladesh, Sri Lan-
ka, Palestine and Afghanistan are 
expected to participate in 15th West 
Asia Baseball Cup scheduled to take 
place from January 26 to February 
2, 2023 in Islamabad. These views 
were expressed by Sindh Baseball 
Association President Engr. Muham-
mad Mohsin Khan, Secretary Pervez 
Ahmad Sheikh, Vice President Aisha 
Irum while talking to President Paki-
stan Federation Baseball (PFB) Syed 
Fakhar Ali Shah, said a statement 

issued here on Friday. In a conver-
sation after the start of the coaching 
camp of the Pakistan baseball team 
at the Pakistan sports Complex Is-
lamabad under the Pakistan Sports 
board for the preparations to partic-
ipate in the 15th West Asia Baseball 
cup to be held in Islamabad in Janu-
ary, they said that, these are efforts 
of PFB President that the Baseball 
Federation of Asia (BFA) has given 
the hosting to Pakistan. They said 
the participation of national base-
ball teams of India, Bangladesh, Sri 

Lanka, Palestine and Afghanistan in 
the event will lead to improvement 
in relations with other neighboring 
countries. They thanked the Sec-
retary Sports and�Director General 
PSB on the approval of this mega 
event preparation�coaching camp of 
one month. Syed Fakhar Ali Shah 
said that we have organized many 
international events in Pakistan be-
fore and considering our past perfor-
mance and services, all other teams 
including India will come to Pakistan 
for participation. (Agencies)

MIAMI: Jaylen Brown scored 36 
points as the Boston Celtics returned 
to the top of the Eastern Conference 
standings with a 121-109 win over 
the Minnesota Timberwolves on Fri-
day. The Celtics (23-10) moved above 
Milwaukee (22-10) into first place af-
ter the Bucks fell to a 118-110 loss 
to the Brooklyn Nets. Brown scored 
23 of his 36 in the fourth quarter as 
Boston picked up just their second 
win in seven games, outscoring the 
Timberwolves 33-23 in the last quar-
ter. Jayson Tatum scored 30 points 

for the Celtics, the 17th time he and 
Brown have both scored 30 or more 
in the same game. Brown had missed 
his first seven 3-point attempts and 

the momentum shifted when he 
sank three early in the fourth. “You 
have just got to play through it,” said 
Brown. “This game will take you 
high and then take you low. I stayed 
with it and I was able to get over the 
hump,” he added. “It was super im-
portant to get this win, we have been 
in a little rut, it felt good to get back 
on the winning side.” The top spot is 
up for grabs again on Sunday when 
the Celtics host the Bucks, who will 
be looking to bounce back from their 
loss at Brooklyn. (Agencies)

LONDON: Mikel Arteta has urged 
leaders Arsenal to carry on from 
where they left off by winning their 
first Premier League title since 2004 
when English football’s top-flight 
resumes after the World Cup break. 
The Gunners were in superb form, 
with 12 wins from 14 matches, when 
the league was paused in unprece-
dented fashion to allow for the first 
World Cup held in a northern hemi-

sphere winter to take place in Qatar. 
All season long, fans and pundits 
have been debating whether the 
break will be a help or a hindrance 
to clubs’ ambitions, with Arsenal 
now without Gabriel Jesus after he 
was sent home early from the World 
Cup with a knee problem sustained 
in Brazil’s shock defeat by Camer-
oon. Arteta, however, was in buoy-
ant mood ahead of his side’s return 

to Premier League action against 
London rivals West Ham at the 
Emirates on Monday. “You know, I 
want the team to play a certain way, 
and the more consistent we are on 
that the more we are going to win,” 
he told Sky Sports. “There is excite-
ment, and we should be excited and 
we should be embracing the oppor-
tunity that we have ahead of us.”(A-
gencies)

PARIS: Former Formula One driv-
er Philippe Streiff has died at the 
age of 67, F1 chief executive Ste-
fano Domenicali said in a state-
ment today. Frenchman Streiff 
started 53 F1 Grands Prix and 
raced for Renault, Ligier, Tyrrell 
and AGS during his F1 career, 
which began in 1984. He earned 
his only podium finish in 1985 

with Ligier. A pre-season testing 
crash in Brazil in 1989 left him 
paralysed and curtailed his rac-
ing career.
“He showed incredible guts and 
determination throughout his 
life. The way he overcame his 
accident and rebuilt his life was 
inspirational,” Domenicali said. 
(Agencies)

Sir Syed University wins Sindh football  
champion trophy

Hopes pinned for international matches’ revival 
after hosting PSL matches in Quetta

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board and New Zealand Cricket 
have mutually agreed to shift the sec-
ond Test in Multan to Karachi due 
to deteriorating weather conditions, 
which have already disrupted flight 
operations and may also potentially 
result in the loss of playing hours. A 
spokesman of the Pakistan Crick-
et Board said here on Saturday that 
it has also been agreed between the 
two boards that the second Test and 
the three ODIs will now be brought 
forward by a day, meaning the sec-
ond Test will commence on 2 Janu-
ary with the three ICC Men’s Cricket 

World Cup Super League fixtures to 
be played on 9, 11 and 13 January. 
Revised itinerary:
26-30 December - 1st Test, Karachi
2-6 January – 2nd Test, Karachi
9 January – 1st ODI, Karachi
11 January – 2nd ODI, Karachi
13 January – 3rd ODI, Karachi 
(APP)

PCB and NZC agree to shift 2nd test to Karachi

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) Management Commit-
tee led by Najam Sethi on Saturday 
appointed former skipper Shahid Af-
ridi as the interim head of the men’s 
national selection committee for the 
home series against New Zealand, 
the board announced in a statement. 
According to the PCB, Abdul Razzaq 
and Rao Iftikhar Anjum will also be 
a part of the tour-specific committee, 

while a member of the board’s man-
agement committee, Haroon Rashid, 
will act as the convener. New Zealand 
are set to play two Tests and three 
One-Day Internationals on their first 
tour of Pakistan in 19 years. They ar-
rived here on Thursday and will go 
play the first Test at the National Sta-
dium on Monday. Sethi, who is head-
ing the PCB management committee, 
expressed his complete confidence in 

the newly-formed committee, saying: 
“I have no doubts that despite limit-
ed time, they will make brave and 
bold decisions that will help us pro-
duce a strong and competitive side in 
the series against New Zealand.” He 
praised Afridi as an “attacking crick-
eter” and said that his 20 years of 
experience in all formats with signif-
icant success had always backed and 
supported young talent. (Agencies)

PCB appoints Shahid Afridi as interim head of selection committee for NZ tour

Ali Kadyrov, the son of Chechen lead-
er Ramzan Kadyrov, was successful 
in his mixed martial arts debut at the 
ACA 150 fight card in Moscow on Fri-
day inside the CSKA Arena. Kadyrov, 
who was cornered by unbeaten UFC 
sensation Khamzat Chimaev, defeat-
ed opponent Islam Akbarov with a se-
quence of unanswered strikes on the 
ground after forcing his opponent to 

the canvas early in the contest It was 
there where the 16-year-old Kady-
rov uncorked a barrage of punches, 
with Akbarov offering little resistance 
other than attempting to shield his 
head, prompting the referee to wave 
off the bout after determining that 
Akbarov was no longer intelligently 
defending himself.
- News Agencies

Son of Chechen leader Kadyrov wins MMA debut

MADRID: Rafa Nadal is aiming to 
successfully defend his Australian 
Open title at the first Grand Slam 
of the year in January after an inju-
ry-plagued 2022 despite arriving a bit 
short of his peak level, the Spaniard 
said on Friday. The 36-year-old has 
been training in the last few days af-
ter a Latin American exhibition tour 
alongside Norwegian third-ranked 
Casper Ruud. “I arrived on the 3rd (of 
December). I spent almost a week do-
ing nothing, which was the right thing 
to do,” Nadal told Spanish newspaper 
As. “I did a bit of physical training, I 

think I’ll need a few days in Australia. 
I’m aware that I’m a little bit short, but 
I’m confident that I’ll be able to pick 
up the level I need to be competitive 
in Australia.” Nadal, who has won 
a record 22 Grand Slam titles, an-

nounced earlier this week the addition 
of Argentine Gustavo Marcaccio to 
his staff, an unexpected but necessary 
move after the departure of veteran 
coach Francis Roig after 18 years in 
his team. “I turn to Gustavo because 
Francis decided to take a different 
path. I’m not very much in favour of 
making big changes. “Francis made a 
decision, and above all I love him as a 
friend, practically family,” Nadal said. 
Nadal will travel to Sydney on Mon-
day to play in the United Cup mixed 
tournament in preparation for the 
Australian Open. (Agencies)

Nadal confident of ‘competitive’ Australian Open

England all-rounder Sam Curran has 
become the most expensive player in 
the history of the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) at an auction of players before the 
2023 cricket season. On a day of big 
spending on Friday, the Punjab Kings 
paid a staggering 185 million Indian 
rupees ($2.23m) for Curran’s return 

following a fierce bidding war involv-
ing the Chennai Super Kings and the 
Mumbai Indians at the IPL auction in 
Kochi city, in the southern Indian state of 
Kerala. Curran, who was the player-of-
the-series in England’s T20 World Cup 
triumph in Australia this year, has pre-
viously played for the Punjab Kings in 

2019. “Back to where it all started! Look-
ing forward to it,” tweeted the 24-year-
old. “He’s a world-class player,” said 
Punjab Kings team director Ness Wadia. 
“He’d play in any world XI, in any of the 
top teams, he’s that good. He’s probably 
one of the best all-rounders in the world, 
if not the best.” (Agencies)

England’s Sam Curran becomes most expensive IPL player
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GOMA: DR Congo’s M23 rebels on 
Friday met soldiers from a regional 
military force to hand over a strategic 
frontline position near the eastern 
city of Goma, an AFP reporter saw. 
The Tutsi-led group has conquered 
swaths of territory in North Kivu 
province in recent months and come 
within several dozen kilometres of 
Goma. Under heavy international 
pressure to lay down arms, the M23 
pledged earlier on Friday to leave 
its position in the town of Kibumba, 
about 20 kilometres (12 miles) from 
Goma. Kibumba lies on the current 
frontline between the M23 and Con-
golese troops, on a key highway 

leading to the regional hub of more 
than one million people. According 
to an AFP journalist, dozens of rebels 
arrived at Kibumba’s main municipal 
building in the late morning to partic-
ipate in the handover ceremony with 
soldiers from the recently deployed 
East African Community military 
force. Kenyan Jeff Nyagah, the force 
commander, told reporters that the 
handover was a “positive indicator” 
for eastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo. He added that M23 fighters 
are meant to withdraw to positions 
around Mount Sabyinyo, which de-
marcates the border between Congo, 
Uganda and Rwanda. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: A fire erupted over-
night in a private illegal nursing 
home in the Siberian city of Kem-
erovo, killing 22 people, Russia’s 
investigative committee said Sat-
urday. “A fire broke out overnight 
in a private property used as an 
illegal nursing home,” the inves-
tigative committee said on Tele-
gram, adding that “the death toll 

has risen to 22.” An earlier state-
ment said 20 people had died. “Six 
more were injured, two of them 
were hospitalised and are in a se-
rious condition with burns” the 
Telegram statement added. The 
fire spread over 180 square metres 
in a two-storey wooden building, 
the Russian state-run news agency 
TASS reported.  (Agencies)

MADRID: Spain’s public prose-
cutor closed an investigation Fri-
day into the deaths of at least 23 
African migrants trying to cross 
from Morocco into Melilla, one 
of its two North African enclaves.  
The move eases pressure on Interior 
Minister Fernando Grande-Marlas-
ka who has been under pressure for 
months over the tragedy which took 
place on June 24 when up to 2,000 
migrants tried to scale the fence sur-
rounding Melilla. Morocco put the 
number of dead at 23 while Amnes-
ty International and independent 
experts gave a figure of 37 in what 
was the worst recorded toll in years. 
Melilla and its sister enclave Ceuta 
have long been a magnet for people 
fleeing violence and poverty across 
Africa, seeking refuge via the conti-
nent’s only land borders with the Eu-

ropean Union. Most of those involved 
were Sudanese and their attempt to 
cross the fence sparked a two-hour 
confrontation. Morocco said some 
died after falling from the fence while 
others suffocated as people panicked 
and a stampede started. Earlier this 
month, Amnesty International pub-
lished a report that concluded “the 
methods used by Moroccan and 
Spanish authorities at the border... 
contributed to the deaths of at least 37 
people”. But the public prosecutor’s 
office said investigators had found 
no evidence of criminal wrongdoing 
by Spanish security forces. “We can-
not conclude that the actions of the 
security forces increased the risk to 
the life and physical integrity of the 
migrants, so they cannot be charged 
with reckless homicide,” it said in a 
statement. (Agencies)
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Rapper Tory Lanez guilty of shooting Megan Thee Stallion, US jury finds

Despite ‘Pinocchio’ success, del Toro fears for Mexican cinema

LOS ANGELES: Rapper Tory Lanez 
was found guilty Friday of shoot-
ing Megan Thee Stallion in the feet 
during a drunken argument after a ce-
lebrity party near Hollywood in 2020. 
A trial in Los Angeles heard how he 
had ordered her to “Dance, bitch” as 
he shot at her several times while she 
stood on the road. Lanez, 30, faces a 
possible 22 years in jail after being 
convicted of assault with a semiauto-
matic firearm, discharging a firearm 
with gross negligence and carrying 
a loaded, unregistered firearm in a 
vehicle. Jurors took just a few hours 
to return their verdict after a trial 

that had heard how the “WAP” hit-
maker had been in a car with Lanez, 
his bodyguard and her friend Kelsey 
Harris after a party at Kylie Jenner’s 
luxury home in July of 2020. Megan 
Thee Stallion – whose real name is 

Megan Pete – told the court how she 
and Lanez had developed an intimate 
relationship in the months before the 
incident. Harris, who only learned 
of the sexual relationship that night, 
had a “crush” on Lanez, she told the 
court, and an argument then erupted 
in the car, with Megan Thee Stallion 
demanding to be let out of the vehicle.  
The “Savage” singer said she saw 
Lanez pointing a gun at her and open-
ing fire “after he said, ‘Dance, bitch.’” 
“I’m in shock. I’m scared. I hear the 
gun going off and I can’t believe he’s 
shooting at me,” she told the court. 
(Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: Despite his inter-
national success, including a new 
adaptation of the classic puppet tale 
“Pinocchio,” Oscar-winning Mexican 
director Guillermo del Toro fears 
that his country’s cinema industry is 
facing “systematic destruction.” Del 
Toro’s animated version of “Pinoc-
chio,” in which an elderly woodcarver 
and his living puppet find themselves 
in 1930s fascist Italy, was the most 
watched film on streaming platform 
Netflix in the week of December 12-
18. Its debut on December 9 came a 
week before the release of “Bardo,” 
an autobiographical tale of a jour-

nalist-filmmaker returning home 
after years in Los Angeles, by fellow 
Mexican Alejandro Gonzalez Inarri-
tu. Mexican actors have also enjoyed 
recent success in Hollywood, includ-

ing Tenoch Huerta, the rising star 
of the sequel to “Black Panther,” the 
first major Black superhero movie. 
Del Toro, Inarritu and Alfonso Cua-
ron represent a golden generation of 
Mexican filmmakers who have won 
the best director trophy at the Oscars 
five times since 2013. Del Toro’s fan-
tasy romance “The Shape of Water” 
earned best picture and best director 
at the 2018 Oscars. The following 
year Cuaron scooped three golden 
statuettes for “Roma” -- an intimate 
black-and-white movie about a fam-
ily in turmoil in 1970s Mexico City. 
(Agencies)

Mushaal fears Yasin Malik 
could be tortured to death

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi to 
hear final verdicts in 

junta trial

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of Peace 
and Culture Organisation Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick strongly condemned 
the undemocratic and inhuman ap-
proach of Indian prime minister Na-
rendra Modi-led fascist government 
towards Yasin Malik who was denied 
all legal and medical facilities despite 
being incarcerated in fake and fabri-
cated cases and had serious health 
issues. Mushaal, a wife of Yasin 
Malik, in a statement on Saturday, 
expressed apprehension that senior 
Hurriyat leader Yasin Malik was not 
produced during the scheduled court 
hearing on Friday-last in false and 
fictitious Air Force case due to his 
fast deteriorating health condition, 
said a press release. She said that the 
court adjourned the hearing till Jan-
uary 23, 2023, which raised serious 
questions because he had several 
health issues but even then he was 
not provided with the much-need-
ed life-saving medicines. Mushaal 
went on to say that the fascist Modi 
regime has failed to break Yasin Ma-
lik’s resolve for freedom despite us-
ing all inhuman and illegal tactics.  
(Agencies)

YANGON: A Myanmar junta court 
could hand down the final verdicts 
in an 18-month trial of Aung San 
Suu Kyi next week, closing the 
latest chapter in the military’s de-
cades-long battle with the democra-
cy figurehead. The Nobel laureate, 
77, has already been found guilty 
on 14 charges ranging from cor-
ruption to illegally importing walk-
ie-talkies and breaching the official 
secrets act. Since her trial began 
she has been seen only once -- in 
grainy state media photos from a 
bare courtroom -- and has been reli-
ant on lawyers to relay messages to 
the world. Many in Myanmar’s de-
mocracy struggle she has dominat-
ed for decades have abandoned her 
core principle of non-violence, with 
“People’s Defence Forces” clashing 
regularly with the military across 
the country. The nation has been in 
turmoil since generals seized power 
last year and deposed Suu Kyi’s ci-
vilian government. Final arguments 
for her trial on five remaining cor-
ruption charges are set for Monday 
and verdicts are expected shortly 
after. The court could add up to 75 
years in prison to the 26 she has al-
ready been sentenced to, concluding 
a closed-door trial that rights groups 
say is a sham. (Agencies)

DR Congo rebels meet regional force to hand 
over strategic town

Twenty two killed in fire at nursing home in 
Russia: officials

Spain border police absolved of Melilla  
migrant deaths

KARACHI: The indigenous subma-
rine development project at Pakistan 
has achieved another mega mile-
stone, when the Keel Laying Cere-
mony of first HANGOR Class Sub-
marine and Steel Cutting of second 
Submarine was held at Shipyard and 
Engineering Works (KS&EW) here 
Saturday. Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi graced the occasion as the chief 
guest, a news release said. The de-
fence agreement between Pakistan 
and China included development of 
eight HANGOR Class Submarines 
including four under constructions 
at Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry 
Group (WSIG) in China and remain-
ing four being built at KS&EW under 
Transfer of Technology (ToT) agree-
ment. The construction work of first 
submarine to be made at KS&EW 
Pakistan commenced in Dec 21 and 
now the Keel Laying is being laid 
which is a major milestone in history 
of any naval vessel being construct-
ed. Concurrently, construction work 
on subsequent submarine has start-
ed with its Steel Cutting at the same 
shipyard. HANGOR Class Submarine 
is capable to undertake variety of 
missions as per operational dictates. 
The submarine possesses advanced 
stealth features and fitted with State-
of-the-Art weapons and sensors to op-

erate under multi-threat environment 
and can engage targets at stand-off 
ranges. On the occasion, the Chief 
Guest expressed that it is a matter of 
great pride to witness the Keel Laying 
and Steel Cutting of two submarines 
concurrently. He added that Paki-
stan Navy is aware of the evolving 
Geo-strategic situation in our region 
and will continue to develop naval 
potential, improve shipbuilding in-
frastructure and equip platforms 
with advanced weapons/ sensors to 
counter traditional as well as asym-
metric threats. The Admiral showed 
confidence that these submarines 
will play leading role in catering the 
operational needs of Pakistan Navy. 
Earlier, the distinguished Rep of Chi-
na Shipbuilding Offshore Company 
(CSOC) expressed his gratitude for 
the ceremony. He said that his compa-
ny would ensure seamless provision 
of all resources/ support for smooth 
construction of submarines in Paki-
stan. He further said that Pak-China 
friendship was deep-rooted sharing 
common objectives. The ceremony 
was attended by representatives of 
CSOC (China) and other high rank-
ing officials including distinguished 
guests from Embassy of China, Min-
istry of Defence Production (MoDP), 
Pakistan Navy (PN) and KS&EW. 
(APP)

Keel laying, steel cutting ceremony of HANGOR 
Class Submarines held at Karachi Shipyard

EU ‘strongly condemns’ 
Taliban ban on women 

working for NGOs

Brussels: The EU on Saturday con-
demned the Taliban’s ban on women 
working for NGOs in Afghanistan and 
said it was assessing the impact on 
its aid in the country. “The European 
Union strongly condemns the Tali-
ban’s recent decision to ban women 
from working in national and interna-
tional NGOs,” a spokeswoman for EU 
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell told 
AFP in a statement. “We are assessing 
the situation and the impact it will have 
on our aid on the ground.” The Taliban, 
the fundamentalist Islamic rulers of 
Afghanistan, have ordered non-gov-
ernmental organisations in the country 
to stop women employees from work-
ing. The Taliban government said in 
a notification to all NGOs that it was 
because of the “non-observance of the 
Islamic hijab” by “females” working 
for the NGOs. It was unclear whether 
the directive impacted foreign women 
staff at NGOs though two internation-
al non-governmental groups operating 
in Afghanistan confirmed to AFP they 
had received the notification. The Eu-
ropean Union is a major funder of aid 
organisations that work in Afghani-
stan. However it does not recognise 
the Taliban as the country’s official 
government.The Taliban’s decision 
comes less than a week after it banned 
women from attending universities, af-
ter already having banned teenage girls 
from high school. Women have also 
been pushed out of government jobs. 
Borrell’s spokeswoman Nabila Massra-
li said: “Our foremost concern will con-
tinue to be the welfare, rights, and free-
doms of the people of Afghanistan.” 
She said the ban on women working 
for NGOs “is another harsh restriction 
on the ability of women in Afghanistan 
to exercise their human rights and fun-
damental freedoms and a clear breach 
of humanitarian principles”. (APP)

President writes to PM, CJP 
to alleviate grievances of 

Murad Saeed
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
in separate letters addressed to the 
Prime Minister and Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Saturday asked them to look 
into the issues raised by Murad Saeed 
to alleviate his grievances.In his letters 
to Prime Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif, and Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan, Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial, the President referred to 
the serious allegations levelled by the 
parliamentarian,  which inter alia in-
cluded: fake, bogus, frivolous FIR was 
registered against him for the incident 
that occurred at Masjid-e-Nabvi, Madi-
na Sharif, on May 1, 2022, despite the 
fact that he was in Pakistan. Multiple 
FIRs have been registered against him 
on the same charges all over Pakistan. 
The aforementioned actions are against 
the fundamental rights enshrined un-
der Articles 9,13 and 14 of the Consti-
tution of Pakistan.Murad Saeed raised 
the issue of the deteriorating law and 
order situation in Malakand (Swat). 
Subsequently, he was threatened with 
dire consequences and was compelled 
to leave Swat, along with his family. The 
President pointed out that Article 15 of 
the Constitution of Pakistan provides 
that “every citizen shall have the right 
to remain in, and, subject to any reason-
able restriction imposed by law in the 
public interest, enter and move freely 
throughout Pakistan and to reside and 
settle in any part thereof”. Murad Saeed 
raised the issue that on August 18, 2022, 
the privacy of his home was violated, 
and despite his repeated requests and 
court’s order, FIR has not yet been reg-
istered by Islamabad Police.  (APP)

PM reviews solar 
energy projects

LAHORE: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Saturday, here, chaired a 
review meeting on the use of solar 
energy to meet the requirements 
of electricity in the country. He 
stressed for converting the elec-
tricity used in federal government 
buildings to solar energy. He is-
sued special instructions for for-
mulating a comprehensive strate-
gy to effectively resolve the issues 
faced in the early completion of 
the solar energy projects. The PM 
said the use of solar energy in the 
production of electricity could ef-
fectively resolve the issues includ-
ing the energy crisis in the country 
and rising prices of electricity. Fi-
nance Minister Ishaq Dar, former 
prime minister and Member of Na-
tional Assembly Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, Minister for Power Khu-
rram Dastgir, Minister for Trade 
Naveed Qamar and Minister for 
food security Tariq Bashir Chee-
ma attended the meeting through 
the video link. Advisor to PM Ahad 
Cheema, Special Assistant to PM 
Jehanzeb Khan, and other high 
ranking officers also attended the 
meeting. (APP)


