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London: Christian Aid and ActionAid 
on Monday became the latest foreign 
aid groups to suspend operations in 
Afghanistan after the country’s Taliban 
rulers ordered all NGOs to stop women 
staff from working. Announcements by 
the two groups take to six the number 
of bodies who have paused their op-
erations in the country. Christian Aid 
was “rapidly seeking clarity... and urg-

ing the authorities to reverse the ban”, 
head of global programmes Ray Hasan 
said in a statement. “Whilst we do this, 
we are unfortunately pausing the work 
of our programmes,” he added. Action-
Aid said that if women were banned 
from working with the group it would 
“prevent us from reaching out to half of 
the population that are already reeling 
from hunger”. (APP)

More NGOs halt Afghan work after Taliban ban on women staff
PM inaugurates mega uplift projects for KP’s 

southern districts especially for DI Khan division

Six dead, 19 missing in Philippine floods

Terrorists PKK supporters violence in Paris 
upset French residents, shop owners

China stops revealing COVID-19 numbers

DI KHAN: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shahbaz Sharif on Monday 
inaugurated various mega develop-
ment projects for the speedy devel-
opment of Southern Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, especially for the DI Khan 
division. The Prime Minister laid 
the foundation stones of the reha-
bilitation project of Chashma Right 
Bank Canal (CRBC) and Tank Zam 
dam, Gomal University Paharpur 
Campus, and the Yark-Sago sec-
tion of CPEC Western Route during 
his visit. The Prime Minister also 
inaugurated 132 KV grid station 
Abdul Khail and 132 KV grid sta-
tion Bandkoi, rehabilitation of Pezo 
to Tank road and DI Khan bypass 
road projects. Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif also laid the foundation 
stone of the CRBC Lift-Cum-Gravity 
and Chashma Hydel Power Project. 

He also inaugurated different roads 
and communication projects for the 
DI Khan division after it was badly 
affected by the recent devastating 
floods. These projects on completion 
would usher in a new era of progress 
and development besides bringing 
positive changes in the lives of peo-
ple of southern districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, especially of the DI 
Khan division. The Prime Minister 
was accompanied by Governor KP, 
Haji Ghulam Ali, Federal Minister for 
Communication Maulana Asad Mah-
mood, Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzaib, Federal Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal, JUIF Central Ameer Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman and Advisor to the 
Prime Minister, Engr Amir Muqam, 
Ministers and PMLN KP and JUIF 
leaders.(Agencies)

MANILA: At least six people have 
died and 19 others are missing, as 
heavy rain and flooding triggered 
by the shear line have been seen in 
many regions in the Philippines over 
the weekend, the government said 
on Monday. In a report, the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council (NDRRMC) said 
two died in the Bicol region on the 
main Luzon island, while four died in 
northern Mindanao in the southern 
Philippines. For the missing people, 
the agency said 10 were in the Bicol 
region. Three others were reported 
injured. The agency said the flooding 
affected over 100,000 people in five 
regions, mainly in the central and 
southern Philippines. Nearly 45,000 

evacuated people spent Christmas 
holidays in at least 27 government 
shelters while the rest stayed with 
relatives. The NDRRMC added that 
almost 50 houses were either totally 
or partially damaged by heavy rain 
and flooding. The floods also ren-
dered at least 14 roads impassable. 
On Monday, the state weather bu-
reau warned that the shear line will 
bring “moderate to heavy rains with, 
at times, intense rains over central 
and southern Philippines.” “Flood-
ing and rain-induced landslides are 
likely,” the weather bureau warned, 
urging the public and government 
agencies “to take all necessary mea-
sures to protect life and property.” 
(Agencies)

PARIS: Acts of violence in Paris since 
Friday, committed by the PKK ter-
ror group’s supporters, upset French 
people in the area. On Friday, a 
69-year-old gunman -- retired train 
driver William M., reportedly a gun 
enthusiast with a history of weapons 
offenses -- opened fire at a cultural 
center and nearby hairdressing sa-
lon, killing at least three people and 
wounding three others, according to 
local media reports. PKK supporters 
gathered in the area soon after Inte-
rior Minister Gerald Darmanin vis-
ited the scene on Friday. They then 
started acts of violence and clashed 
with the police. During the weekend, 
thousands of supporters of the terror 

group marched in Paris, chanting 
pro-PKK slogans and carrying post-
ers of the terror group’s so-called 
leaders. They then ripped off paving 
stones and threw them at the police, 
nearby homes, and shops. The attack-
ers also used fireworks and sparklers, 
destroying bus stops. The police par-
tially intervened, occasionally using 
tear gas against the attackers. Res-
idents and shop owners expressed 
their shock and sorrow to Anadolu 
Agency. A Parisian woman -- who 
wanted to remain anonymous -- said 
she regrets to see so much violence 
and vandalism in Paris streets. “It’s 
very saddening to see this on Christ-
mas day,” she added.  (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Facing a reported surge 
in infections, China has stopped 
publishing its daily COVID-19 data. 
The National Health Commission 
(NHC) put up the last update on its 
website on Saturday and said on 
Sunday that “daily epidemic infor-
mation will no longer be released.” 
The decision comes as China con-
tends with an alarming rise in infec-
tions, while the number of fatalities 
has also reportedly spiked. Earlier 
this month, the NHC stopped re-
leasing statistics for asymptomatic 
cases in the country. The world’s 
most populous nation also dumped 
its strict “zero-COVID” policy this 
month, following growing unrest 
and unprecedented protests in parts 
of the country. It has shifted to a pol-
icy of treating confirmed patients 
rather than trying to curb the virus’ 
spread. The NHC statement said rel-
evant information will be released 
by the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention “for refer-
ence and research.” The last update 

on the NHC website said 4,128 new 
infections and no deaths were re-
ported across the country on Friday, 
bringing the total since December 
2019 to 397,195 cases and 5,241 
fatalities. Many, however, are ques-
tioning the veracity of the NHC’s 
recent updates, particularly due to 
the overcrowding seen at cremation 
houses in the capital Beijing and 
surrounding areas. A senior official 
from the eastern coastal province 
of Zhejiang said its daily infection 
count was over 1 million. Yu Xinle, 
deputy head of the provincial health 
commission, warned the caseload 
“will remain at a high level after the 
New Year.” (Agencies)

BELGRADE: At least 51 people were 
poisoned Sunday when a train de-
railed in southeastern Serbia, releas-
ing ammonia into the air. Serbia’s 
Interior Ministry said the ammonia 
was released from a wagon of the de-
railed freight train in the city of Pirot. 

Police warned residents to stay in their 
homes. The mayor of Pirot, Vladan Va-
sic, declared a state of emergency and 
classes were suspended for one day at 
all schools. “The main recommenda-
tion is that people do not leave their 
homes, do not turn on air conditioners 

so that outside air does not enter and 
we all wait for that cloud of smoke to 
pass,” said Vasic. “Seven people were 
taken to (a hospital) in Nis,” the near-
est big city, he added. He said there was 
ammonia in 20 wagons and the leaking 
started from two wagons.(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: The Thai Navy on Mon-
day said its 11 sailors are yet missing 
after a warship sank nine days ago in 
the Gulf of Thailand. Out of a total of 
105 personnel aboard the HTMS Suk-
hothai warship that sank on Dec. 18, 
the navy found 76 survivors, it added. 
“18 have died but eight of them have 
not been identified,” the Thai Royal 

Navy said in a statement on Twitter. 
“11 men remain missing as of today.” 
A massive rescue operation involv-
ing warships and helicopters was 
launched in search of the crew mem-
bers of the HTMS Sukhothai warship, 
which sank off the Prachuap Khiri 
Khan province, south of Bangkok, 
at around 11. 30 p.m. (1630GMT) 

on the night of Dec. 18. The corvette 
sank after a power failure and subse-
quent flooding 20 nautical miles off 
the coast of the Bang Saphan district 
in central Thailand. According to the 
navy, water “flowed into the electrical 
system,” causing power outages and 
“major machines to stop working.” 
(Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: The United Na-
tions refugee agency has said it feared 
that at least 180 Rohingya Muslim 
refugees stranded for weeks in the 
Andaman Sea may have died, while 
hope emerged that some of those 
adrift on a second crowded boat had 
been rescued in Indonesia. In a state-
ment Sunday, the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said 
it had received unconfirmed reports 
that the vessel with 180 onboard, 
which had left Bangladesh several 

weeks ago, had started cracking early 
in December before its likely sinking. 
About one million Rohingya refugees, 
heavily persecuted in Buddhist-ma-
jority Myanmar, risk their lives each 
year on long, expensive sea journeys 
often in poor-quality vessels  in an at-
tempt to reach Malaysia or Indonesia. 
“Relatives have lost contact. Those 
last in touch presume all are dead,” 
the agency said. “We hope against 
hope this is not the case.” If the boat’s 
loss is confirmed, it would make 2022 

one of the deadliest in recent years for 
Rohingya refugees in the Andaman 
Sea and the Bay of Bengal, bringing 
the year’s toll to about 400. At least 
2,500 Rohingya refugees have lost 
their lives in the dangerous waters of 
Southeast Asia since 2013, according 
to U.N. estimates. “This is a deadly 
stretch of waters in the region; the 
numbers of those taking the journey 
are small and the casualties big,” said 
Babar Baloch, a spokesman for the U. 
(Agencies)

Seoul (AFP) – South Korea accused 
the North of flying several drones 
across their shared border on Monday, 
prompting Seoul’s military to deploy 
warplanes to shoot them down -- with 
local media reporting one of the planes 
later crashed. The incursion was the 
first time in years that North Korean 
drones have invaded the South’s air-
space and came hot on the heels of 
a recent flurry of sanctions-busting 
weapons tests by Pyongyang. The 
South’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said 
the military first detected a suspected 
North Korean unmanned aerial vehicle 
around the airspace of Gimpo at 10:25 
am (0125 GMT) and “responded im-
mediately”. “This is a clear act of prov-
ocation in which North Korea invaded 
our airspace,” a JCS official told re-
porters. The incursion prompted Seoul 
to fire warning shots and deploy fight-
er jets and attack helicopters to shoot 

down the five drones, one of which 
reached airspace near the capital. 
One of the warplanes, a KA-1 light 
attack aircraft, later crashed in Ho-
engseong County, Yonhap news agen-
cy reported. The military did not in-
dicate whether the objects had been 
shot down or had gone back over the 
border, one of the most heavily-forti-
fied locations in the world. The South 
Korean military also deployed its own 
manned and unmanned reconnais-

sance assets to areas near and north of 
the Military Demarcation Line for “cor-
responding measures”. ”We conducted 
reconnaissance and operational activ-
ities, including photographing major 
enemy military facilities,” the JCS of-
ficial said. “Our military will continue 
to respond thoroughly and resolutely 
to such provocations by North Korea,” 
he added. Flights were temporarily 
suspended at Gimpo and Incheon in-
ternational airports -- the country’s 
two major hubs -- for about an hour 
at the request of the JCS, according to 
Yonhap, which cited an official from 
South Korea’s transport ministry. Yang 
Moo-jin, a professor at the University 
of North Korean Studies in Seoul, said 
the incident marked the first time that 
South Korean flights were suspended 
over “the appearance of North Korean 
drones”, adding they were likely for 
spying purposes. (Agencies)

51 people poisoned by ammonia leak after train derails in Serbia

Days after warship sinks, 11 Thai sailors still missing

At least 180 Rohingya refugees in stranded boat feared dead: UNHCR

Seoul says military fired at N. Korean drones after incursion

DUBAI: Islam does not prohibit Mus-
lims from exchanging Christmas greet-
ings with Christians, the head of the 
Muslim World League has said in an 
earlier interview. Sheikh Dr. Moham-
med Al-Issa particularly reiterated that 
there was no text in Sharia law that 
disallowed Muslims from extending 
greetings to Christians. He noted that 
fatwas regarding the exchange of hol-
iday greetings with non-Muslims were 
issued by senior scholars in the Islam-
ic world, and it was not permissible to 
object to any issue related to Sharia 
jurisprudence. He added that objection 
was only on issues with definitive con-
sensus, not presumptive ones. Al-Issa 

also said there was no religious text that 
prohibited such greetings, and when a 
Muslim greeted another non-Muslim 
on holidays, this did not mean he was 
acknowledging another faith. Al-Issa 
indicated that congratulating non-Mus-

lims on their holidays “is an apparent 
interest that serves the reputation of Is-
lam.” “The purpose of these greetings is 
to promote coexistence and harmony in 
a world that is in dire need of that,” he 
said. Al-Issa also pointed out that Islam 
permits eating the food of “The People 
of the Book” in a reference to Christians 
and Jews, and did not allow the food of 
others. Al-Issa is the head of the Mak-
kah-based nongovernmental organiza-
tion Muslim World League, which aims 
to clarify the true message of Islam. 
Some Muslim scholars over the years 
have triggered debates by labeling 
Christmas greetings as un-Islamic and 
thus prohibited. (AGENCIES)

Nothing in Islam prohibits exchanging Christmas greetings:
- Head of Muslim World League
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PESHAWAR: The Board of Directors 
(BoD) of the Small Industries Devel-
opment Board (SIDB) Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has accorded approval to 
the establishment of four new indus-
trial parks and the master plan of the 
board. The decision was taken in a 
meeting held here the other day with 
Special Assistant to Chief Minister 
(SACM), Abdul Karim Khan in the 
chair, said a press release issued here 
on Monday. The board has further di-
rected the management of the SIDB 
to publicize plots in the Peshawar 
Industrial Park with immediate ef-
fect besides local, overseas investors 
should also be given the opportuni-

ty on a priority basis. The board has 
also identified prioritized sectors for 
the establishment of units in the Pe-
shawar Industrial Park that include 
agriculture, surgical, sports, carpet 
manufacturing, solar panel, mobile 
phone, auto-mobile and cycle manu-
facturing units. During the meeting, 
the Special Assistant further directed 
the management of the SIDB to also 
ensure land acquisition for Small In-
dustrial Park Peshawar and another 
1250 Kanal land for Small Industrial 
Park Bannu near Kasho Bridge con-
nected to China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) route as soon as 
possible. The board has also grant-

ed approval to the establishment of 
industrial parks in Kurram Upper, 
Kurram Lower, and Dir Lower to 
promote industrialization in these 
areas to generate employment op-
portunities for the people at the local 
level and bring these deprived areas 
to par with other developed areas of 
the province. The special assistant 
said that after a long period of six 
decades a new industrial estate is be-
ing established in Peshawar, which 
is a revolutionary step. The new in-
dustrial estate will not only attract 
investors rather will also generate 
employment opportunities for the lo-
cals. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Former international 
footballer Shahid Khan Shinwari 
was unanimously elected as Pres-
ident of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Softball Association in an election 
held here at a local hotel. President 
Pakistan Softball Federation Haid-
er Khan Lehri, Director sports Mu-
hammad Tariq Khan participated in 
the election as observers with rep-
resentatives, both male and female, 
from all the District Softball Associ-
ation across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
including Dera Ismail Khan, Ban-
nu, Mansehra, Buner, Swat, Khy-

ber, Mardan, Peshawar, Charsadda, 
Nowshera, Kohat, Karak, and Swa-
bi took participated. Shahid Khan 
Shinwari, who also served as Secre-
tary General FATA Olympic Associ-
ation and later on became President, 
was unanimously elected as Presi-
dent. National Coach of Softball and 
Baseball Khalid Khan was elected 
as General Secretary. Farmanullah 
Khan, Shawwal and Tayyaba Batul 
were elected as vice presidents be-
sides Sana Liaqat (Associate Sec-
retary), Summayyah Khan (Swat), 
Joint Secretary Shiraz Khan (Trea-
surer) while the Executive mem-
bers including Asim Khan, Shazia 
Rehman, Zinatullah, Zaratasha and 
Salimullah. While congratulating 
the newly elected cabinet, Shahid 
Khan Shinwari expressed the hope 
Softball would get a new dimension 
in the province and they will work 
together for the development of the 
game. He also thanked President 
Pakistan Softball Federation and all 
the cabinet members for reposing 
confidence in him. He assured full 
support to the newly elected cabi-

net. “We only get a grant of 500,000 
which is not sufficient for running 
the affairs of the association besides 
sending male and female teams to 
the national junior, national senior 
teams of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
besides holding training camps,” 
Shahid Khan said. “We hope that 
together we will organize competi-
tions under your help and take the 
players forward,” he said, adding, 
“I will hold National Men’s and 
Women’s Softball Championships 
in May next year. The Men’s com-
petition will be held at Peshawar 
University Hostel 2 Ground and the 
women’s competition will be held at 
Jinnah College Peshawar Ground.  
A training and coaching course 
will be organized in which the best 
coaches and trainers will participate 
and provide training. He also an-
nounced that a separate ground will 
be allocated for softball in Peshawar 
where players will train regularly 
and these ground competitions will 
also be conducted in the district and 
inter-district and provincial compe-
titions will also be conducted. (APP) PESHAWAR: Health Minister Taimur 

Khan Jhagra has said that a record 
over 1.3 million residents of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa have availed of free 
medical treatment through Sehat 
Card Plus in 2021-22. In a statement, 
he said that over 550,000 people have 
used it already in the five months of 
this financial year (July - November). 
He said that the KP government is fi-
nancing the Sehat Card for merged 
districts and over 55,000 ex-FATA 
residents have also benefited over 
the last 5 months. He said that ac-
cording to a survey conducted by the 
KP Bureau of Statistics,97% of peo-
ple have absolute support for Sehat 
Card schemed and termed it a good 
initiative of the KP government. He 

said that universal health insurance 
has exceptionally high satisfaction 
ratings across the board, with 95% of 
users overall expressing satisfaction 
with the service and only 2% dissat-
isfied. The minister said that 85% of 
users would not have been able to 
afford medical treatment without the 
Sehat Card facility said that univer-
sal health insurance has made possi-
ble access for poor and middle-class 
people to a private hospital. Taimur 
Jhagra said that the best healthcare 
facilities were being provided to the 
citizens of KP at their doorsteps un-
der health cards. He said that it was 
the responsibility of the provincial 
to provide the best possible medical 
treatment to people. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons Pakistan (CPSP) 
Karachi has accorded approval to 
Khyber Medical University (KMU), 
Peshawar for providing Fellow of 
College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Pakistan (FCPS) training in the sub-
jects of Public Health (Community 
Medicine), Anatomy, Biochemistry, 
and Physiology at Khyber Medical 
University (KMU), Peshawar. With 
this decision, KMU has become the 
first medical institution in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to get approval for 
FCPS training and degree program 
in basic medical sciences, reads a 
press release issued here. It is worth 
mentioning here that the inspection 
team of CPSP which consists of re-
gional director Professor Dr Waqar 
Alam Jan, Brigadier (Retd) Prof. Dr 
Naila Azam, Prof. Dr Huma Musarat 
Khan, Prof. Dr Alamgir Khan and 
Prof. Dr Aamir Rashid visited KMU-
IBMS and KMU-IHS few days back 
and reviewed the facilities available 

for FCPS training. Now CPSP has 
given official approval to start FCPS 
training in the above-mentioned 
four programs. Meanwhile, the vice 
chancellor KMU Professor Dr. Zia 
ul Haq has welcomed this decision 
of CPSP and termed it a sign of full 
confidence in KMU. He thanked col-
lege for this decision and congratu-
lated all the relevant institutions 
of KMU including IBMS and IP-
H&SS.  VC KMU said,”The approval 
of FCPS training in Public Health 
(Community Medicine), Anatomy, 
Biochemistry, and Physiology will 
open new avenues of knowledge 
and research in these fields, which 
will not only provide an opportuni-
ty for new talent to come forward 
and also improve the overall health 
system in the province.” He said,”In 
the context of KMU’s vision of be-
coming a global leader in health ed-
ucation and research the approval 
of FCPS training is an important de-
velopment in this direction.” (APP)

2 City
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Tuesday 27 December 2022

SIDB accords approval to set-up 4 new industrial parks

Provincial Softball Association Elections:  
Shahid Khan Shinwari elected President

Over 1.3 million people used Sehat Card 
Plus in 2021-22

CPSP approves KMU for FCPS training

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 233 235

China Yuan 32.4 32.65

Japanese Yen 2.29 2.34

Saudi Riyal 65.2 65.8

U.A.E Dirham 69.2 69.8

UK Pound 296 299

Euro 260 262.5

Australian Dollar 152.5 153.75

Canadian Dollar 165.95 167.3

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
152000 

Rs. 
139332 

Rs. 
133000 

Rs. 
114000

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
130300 

Rs. 
119441 

Rs. 
114013 

Rs. 97725

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13030 Rs. 11944 Rs. 11401 Rs. 9773

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
369400 

Rs. 
338614 

Rs. 
323225 

Rs. 
277050

Cold, dry weather to prevail in most KP

3 laborers injured in wall collapsed incident

Hindko music gala on Dec 31

PESHAWAR: The Regional Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Monday forecast mainly cold and 
dry weather in most districts of the 
province, while partly cloudy and 
very cold in upper parts during the 
next 24 hours. It said that moderate 
to shallow fog is likely to occur over 
Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, 
Mardan, Swabi and D.I. Khan dis-
tricts, as well as over Peshawar to 
Swabi Motorway during morning 
and night hours. The center advised 
travelers on motorways and nation-
al Highways to adopt precautionary 
measures during travelling. During 

the last 24 hours, very cold and dry 
weather occurred in most districts 
of the province, while dense fog 
prevailed over most plain areas of 
the province. The maximum and 
minimum temperatures recorded 
in centigrade at different stations of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were as 
Peshawar City 18/01, Chitral 11/-4, 
Timergara 14/-1, Dir 13/-4, Mirkhani 
15/-1, Kalam 10/-8, Drosh 16/-2, 
Saidu Sharif 18/04, Pattan 16/01, 
Malam Jabba 06/-3, Takht Bhai 
16/01, Kakul 14/01, Balakot 17/00, 
Parachinar 20/-3, Bannu 20/03, 
Cherat 14/05, D.I. Khan 17/05.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Three laborers sus-
tained injuries when a wall of an 
under construction house suddenly 
fell on them at Nishtarabad here 
on Monday. According to a police 
spokesman, the incident occurred 
after the laborers made deep exca-
vation under a wall of an under con-
struction house that suddenly fell on 
them. As result, Najeeb Khan, Ab-
dul Haq and Syed Umar sustained 
injuries and shifted to hospital by 

the Rescue 1122. The condition 
of laborers was stated to be out of 
danger. Meanwhile, motorcyclist, 
Salman Khan resident of Latifabad 
Peshawar sustained injuries after 
making resistance to thwart snatch-
ing of his vehicle’s attempt near 
Pandu Chowk by unknown robbers. 
He was then shifted to hospital af-
ter sustaining injuries. Police have 
registered cases and started further 
probe.(APP)

PESHAWAR: In their sustained ef-
forts to promote Hindko music, the 
Gandhara Hindko board and Gand-
hara Hindko academy will hold the 
seventh music gala at the cultural 
hall of Nishtar Hall here on Decem-
ber 31 (Saturday). Joint Secretary 
Gandhara Hindko Board, Ahmad 
Nadeem Awan would be the coor-
dinator for the event while famous 
tv anchor Nauman Raoof and radio 

broadcaster Tahira Rifat will per-
form the duties of stage secretar-
ies. Young Hindko vocalists Abdul 
Qadir, Shayan, Asfandyar, Hassan 
Raza and Faryal Munir will perform 
at the event, besides well-known 
singers Zeeshan Ghaznavi, Zulfiqar 
Bhatti, Muhsin Ali Shah (Shah Gee), 
Shakir Esakhelvi and Asif Chisti will 
also enthrall the audience with their 
voices. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Fifth Convocation of 
the Institute of Management Sciences 
was held on December 26, 2022. The 
Convocation was attended by gradu-
ates, their parents, dignitaries from ac-
ademia, and different walks of life.
Mr. Kamran Khan Bangash, Minister 
for Higher Education, Government of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion and distributed 
medals and degrees to the graduating 
students. A total of 07 graduates from 
various undergraduate programmes 
were awarded gold medals and 04 
students were awarded silver med-
als. One Posthumous MS degree was 
awarded to Mr. Muhammad Javed. 
(IM|Sciences is the first and only 
educational institute to award this 
degree in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa). 
Mr. Kamran Bangash congratulated 
the graduates on the successful com-
pletion of their studies. He appreciat-
ed the role of IMSciences in produc-
ing graduates who have the ability 
to actualize theory into practice. He 
appreciated IMSciences for holding 
the event in a very organized way 
and said that IM|Sciences is one of 
the best educational Institutions in the 

country. He wished for more success. 
In his welcome address the Director 
of the IMSciences, Dr. Muhammad 
Mohsin Khan welcomed Mr. Kamran 
Bangash for sparing his time to grace 
this important event of the Institute 
and considered his participation as a 
source of motivation. He also thanked 
the guests and students for their par-
ticipation in the event. In his opening 
remarks, the Director informed the 
participants that the convocation is 
being held after a gap of four years. 
However, he stated that the event 
would refresh the old memories of the 
Institute’s graduates. He informed the 
participants that IMSciences has been 
focusing on entrepreneurship and the 
graduates have initiated their startups. 
In addition to core subjects, IMSciences 
has also expanded its focus to other ar-
eas such as Development Studies and 
Social Sciences. He briefed the partic-
ipants that the IMSciences is based on 
guiding principles of merit, transpar-
ency, and open door policy. He stated 
that this convocation is not a farewell 
ceremony, but it is a day of recognition 
of the success and achievements of stu-
dents of IMSciences. ( Press Release)

Institute of Management Sciences holds 
its 5th Convocation

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Railways 
on Monday took action against il-
legally constructed filling station 
and CNG station on its land at Teh-
kal area of Peshawar.According to 
a press release issued here, the ac-
tion has been taken in pursuance 
of the directives of Divisional Su-
perintendent (DS) Peshawar, Na-
sir Khalili. Deputy Director Prop-
erty and Land, Ahmad Jehanzeb 
along with his team including IOW 
Peshawar, Muhammad Ali, PWI, 

Taqiuddin, Inspector Land, Majid 
Khan and Cantt SHO, Jamal Na-
sir took part in raid over the site. 
The illegal construction has been 
made by Peshawar Development 
Authority (PDA) while the Railway 
authorities contacted for several 
times both the PDA and owner of 
the pump for vacation of land, but 
to no avail, adds the press release. 
However today, the Railway team 
visited the site removed encroach-
ments. (APP)

PR takes action against illegally constructed 
filling pump, CNG station

ABBOTTABAD: Village Council Ban-
da Peer Khan, Chairman Waseem 
Khan on Monday said that the public 
health department has become a white 
elephant, and the provincial govern-
ment has to take strict notice as many 
sanitation and water supply schemes 
have been closed all across Hazara. He 
expressed these views while talking to 
the media here. Waseem Khan further 
said that many schemes of the public 

health department in Banda Pir Khan 
and Mangal were closed several days 
back, and a large number of the em-
ployees on these schemes were getting 
millions of rupees on monthly basis as 
support of salaries without any prog-
ress. “On the other side, the people of 
the area are facing an acute shortage 
of clean drinking water and the offi-
cers of the department have become a 
liability now. (APP)

Various water supply schemes closed
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The fintech industry has finaly caught the attention of 
the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP), but not 
in a manner that proves to be promising. Mobile apps 
offering micro-loans have been discovered to be engag-
ing in false advertisements, and illegal collection of pri-
vate data. According to the CCP, the apps and companies 
offering micro loans are yet to fulfill the terms of the 
Non-Banking Microfinance Companies’ Law according 
to which a framework for regulations must exist before 
lending, loans must be valued above Rs.10,000 and inter-
est rates should match those advised. Instead, borrowers 
have adopted an aggressive approach in which regulation 
is geared more towards the borrowers through collecting 
their personal data, the disparity in loans offered is too 
great to be standardised to create consistent policies, and 
interest rates are far too high. 
The idea of microfinance is rather simple; it fulfills the 
objective of aiding the lower classes by providing micro 
loans, the repayments of which would then fund loans for 
other families. Theoretically, this should be a safe and 
low-risk avenue for borrowing that enables borrowers to 
either cover short-term expenses or invest in their busi-
ness to kick-start a cycle of consistent revenue. Howev-
er, this facility is provided through unverified channels 
that have often proved to be predatory across the world, 
including in Pakistan. Many of the apps involved in this 
practice have been criticised to be corrupt, having extor-
tionist interest rates, and lack transparency as a whole, 
and these are problems particularly prevalent in Pakistan. 
With the malpractices that are occurring, the authorities 
must create an inquiry committee through which there is 
greater regulation, transparency in working models, and 
heavy penalties for those who violate the law. Those that 
are set up illegally right now should be shut down and a 
comprehensive policy framework must exist to facilitate 
fair and secure lending if it is to be done on such a small 
scale.

Loan Apps on Cell Phones

Australian Foreign Minister Penny 
Wong recently made a visit to Bei-
jing, China. Although the visit was 
diplomatic protocol, it was none-
theless significant because it sym-
bolizes a shift of sorts in Canberra’s 
foreign policy towards China, one 
which began with Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese’s meet-
ing with Xi Jinping at G20 a month 
ago.
Having undergone a change of gov-
ernment this year, with Albanese’s 
Labor replacing Scott Morrison’s 
vitriolically anti-China Liberal party, 
Canberra has to some extent soft-
ened its stance on Beijing.
But the question is: How much? And 
to what extent? Australia’s relation-
ship with China cratered about a 
year ago. Despite the two countries 
having built up an extremely lucra-
tive economic relationship, which 
even went to the extent of being 
called a “strategic partnership,” 
Scott Morrison made the decision 
to tilt against Beijing in favor of the 
United States.
For Australian foreign policy, that 
is not new or surprising. However, 
Morrison’s government was aggres-
sively anti-China in its rhetoric to 
the point where it was profoundly 
destabilizing, and starting in 2020, 
after he began to call for an inquiry 
on the origins of Covid-19, Beijing 
responded with a series of sweep-
ing bans on Australian exports (with 
China being its largest market). 
This included goods such as coal, 
wine, barely and seafood, amongst 
other things. It is, of course, now 
an assumed, but not confirmed, un-
derstanding that because China is 
engaging with Australia again, that 
these bans will probably be quietly 

repealed, and that’s a priority for the 
new government in Canberra.
So what brought about the change? 
While Australia, as a member of the 
Anglosphere, is probably the sin-
gle most loyal pro-US nation in the 
world in terms of foreign policy, it 
appears the Labor government is 
more moderate than the Trump-like 
China nemesis Scott Morrison. It is 
therefore more pragmatic that, de-
spite growing geopolitical conflict, 
maintaining a stable relationship 
with China is vital to Australia’s 
national interests. China remains 
Australia’s largest trading partner, 
its largest source of international 
students and an important source of 
inbound investment. While all Aus-
tralian governments are pro-US, the 
argument is that Scott Morrison was 
simply reckless.
As a result, many aspects of Aus-
tralia’s foreign policy remain 
unchanged, they are just not ap-
proached with the same level of 
abrasiveness or rhetorical chauvin-
ism. Canberra remains a key mem-
ber of critical anti-China coalitions 
such as the Quad and AUKUS. It 
may be quieter and calmer, but it 
is still seen by the United States as 
a key military partner in the event 
of a potential contingency with Bei-
jing and thus essential to its con-
tainment. Since the end of World 
War II, after all, Australia has never 
wavered in its loyalty to US military 
objectives, be it in Vietnam, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan or wherever. This foreign 
policy attitude is derived from An-
glophone exceptionalism, the reali-
ty of Australia having been a British 
Empire-derived colonial nation. As 
such, contemporary Australia sees 
American power as essential to the 

maintenance of its own privileged 
position in the Pacific. This is why 
some have even accused the CIA of 
mounting a coup against the coun-
try’s former prime minister, Gough 
Whitlam, the man who in fact nor-
malized Australia’s relations with 
China, because he risked transform-
ing Australia into a non-aligned 
country. This exceptionalism has 
also led Australia to have a tradition 
of ‘Yellow Peril’ racism, in which 
Asian cultures (in particular Chi-
na) are seen as the biggest threat to 
Australia’s identity, a phenomenon 
which the Scott Morrison govern-
ment strongly weaponized.
However, the reality of modern Aus-
tralia is more complex. Consider for 
one that Penny Wong is an ethnic 
Chinese Australian. Thus, while old 
attitudes remain, it also reflects an 
increasingly diverse and changing 
country which, under the right gov-
ernment, can bring more balance, 
and it is no wonder that Morrison’s 
anti-Chinese rhetoric cost him the 
votes of many Chinese-Australian 
constituents.
Ultimately, though, Australia’s for-
eign policy choices remain limited. 
It can either be hardline anti-China, 
or pragmatically pro-US and cau-
tious with China. Given the course 
of events, it is clear Beijing is will-
ing to accept the latter. Australia will 
never be China’s best friend, but if it 
is a country that it can work with – at 
least by building a stable economic 
relationship and mature diplomacy 
– then it isn’t too much of a problem. 
China will happily engage US allies 
when there is room to split them 
from absolute devotion to Washing-
ton.
- Courtesy: RT
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Australia and China will never be friends, but balance is possible 
— By Timur Fomenko

High flour prices are set to make 
costs of living increasingly un-
manageable for the millions of 
Pakistanis.
Wheat prices are in an upward 
mode since August. In recent 
days a lot of cities including 
Karachi, Hyderabad and Quet-
ta have witnessed a surge of Rs 
100, increasing the total price of 
a 20 kg bag of flour to over Rs 
2500. Currently, prices in Islam-
abad and Punjab are a bit more 
bearable but not for long.
The increase is mostly due to a 
sense of food insecurity in the 
global market and it is estimated 
that the increase in food prices 
over the last decade could very 
well push 100 million people in 
lower-income countries deep-
er into poverty, especially those 
who reside in urban areas.
The global grain production is 
effected by a war between Rus-
sia and Ukraine, the world’s two 
largest grain producers. Mostly 
of the responsibility lies with 
profiteering grain-trading agri-
businesses who have raised their 
prices without being questioned.
Financial speculation in wheat 
futures markets has also gener-
ated a spike in prices
In Pakistan, wheat prices are 

set by the Ministry of Food, Ag-
riculture and Livestock at the 
beginning of the harvest season, 
buying prices often exceed the 
support price depending on mar-
ket conditions. While wheat ac-
counts for only 0.5% of the Con-
sumer Price Index, wheat and 
wheat products constitute 5.1% 
of the CPI basket.
This year, demand has been 
uncharacteristically high, es-
pecially in flood-hit areas and 
it appears that the government 
cannot cope with the pressure.
The federal government contin-
ues to contest claims of a wheat 
shortage despite the country ap-
proving a deal to import nearly 
300,000 tonnes of wheat from 
Russia earlier this year. Water 
scarcity and damaged croplands 
from the floods have put Paki-
stan in a precarious position as 
it struggles to compensate for 
its slashed harvests. Millions of 
people in Pakistan are expected 
to face hunger and starvation  
as basic nutrition has been put 
out of their reach. It is essential 
that the government gets its act 
together and institute stabiliz-
ing mechanisms to regulate the 
price of wheat before the situa-
tion gets any worse.

The Flour Crisis
— By Bilal Tahir

Healthy food for a good 
mood 
If you’ve ever found yourself mind-
lessly digging ice cream out of a 
container after a bad day, you un-
derstand that mood and food some-
times go hand in hand. Food affects 
how we feel in numerous ways, just 
as how we feel affects what foods 
we eat. It is likely that a lot of mood/
food effects are due to existing as-
sociations of certain foods with 
pleasure, reward, or deprivation. In 
order for your brain to concentrate 
and focus, it needs sufficient energy, 
which is supplied by blood glucose. 

Our bodies get glucose from the car-
bohydrates we eat, such as fruits, 
vegetables, bread, rice, etc. Accord-
ing to The British Dietetics Associa-
tion(BDA), having too little glucose 
in your blood can leave you feel-
ing tired, weak, and confused. Our 
mood and perception are improved 
by a chemical called serotonin in 
our brain. When we consume car-
bohydrate-rich foods, tryptophan, a 
part of the protein in our diet that 
produces serotonin, may reach our 
brains more effectively. Foods high 
in protein like fish, beef, chicken, 
tofu, beans, eggs are associated with 

higher levels of dopamine and nor-
epinephrine. These brain chemicals 
influence your mood, motivation, 
and concentration. Similarly, fruits 
and vegetables are rich in vitamins, 
minerals and antioxidants which 
nourish your body and boost happi-
ness. You may also feel tired, have 
mood swings, or have trouble with 
your brain if you don’t consume 
enough vitamins and minerals. To 
summarize, the best meal to boost 
your mood is one with complex car-
bohydrates, lean proteins, and col-
orful vegetables.
- Khalid Awan, Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

The UK’s plan to deport migrants 
to Rwanda is lawful, the High Court 
ruled on Monday. The policy, which 
involves Britain forcibly sending 
tens of thousands of migrants to 
Rwanda in an alleged effort to tack-
le the record number of refugees 
and asylum seekers arriving in the 
UK on small boats, has been mired 
by controversy. “People who have 
suffered the horrors of war, torture 
and human rights abuses should 
not be faced with the immense 
trauma of deportation to a future 
where we cannot guarantee their 
safety.  We believe that sending ref-
ugees to Rwanda will breach our 
country’s obligations under Inter-
national Treaties and we continue 
to believe this policy is unlawful,” 
Care4Calais said after the court 
ruling. The ruling came as a relief 
for newly appointed Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak who has made a high-
stakes political promise to tackle 
the ‘migration problem’ in Britain. 
However, the plan has attracted 
criticism from opposition parties 
and human rights organisations in 
the UK, as well as across the inter-
national community, including the 
UN. “UNHCR remains firmly op-
posed to arrangements that seek to 
transfer refugees and asylum seek-

ers to third countries in the absence 
of sufficient safeguards and stan-
dards. Such arrangements simply 
shift asylum responsibilities, evade 
international obligations, and are 
contrary to the letter and spirit of 
the Refugee Convention,” the UN-
HCR’s Assistant High Commission-
er for Protection, Gillian Triggs, 
announced back in April.
A report published by Medical Jus-
tice condemns the UK government’s 
deportation plan, claiming that 
Rwanda deportees include victims 
of torture and human trafficking. It 
adds that many asylum seekers have 
had a lack of access to legal repre-
sentation and advice and no access 
to translated documents from the 
Home Office relating to their im-
minent removal and deportation to 
Rwanda.
For many the deal represents a crisis 
of responsibility, rather than a “mi-
gration crisis”.  It ignores the UK’s 
international commitments and sets 
a dangerous precedent for other 
countries looking to leverage migra-
tion for political ends. Denmark is 
one of the countries considering a 
similar deal with Rwanda.
However, for the Democratic Green 
Party of Rwanda, the deal adds un-
necessary pressure on the small Af-

rican state. “Rwanda is a small coun-
try. We are also not economically a 
rich country, like the UK. So we still 
have many economic challenges, is-
sues of water, distribution, scarcity, 
issues with electricity, and issues of 
gas. So we are not anywhere [near] 
ready to receive people coming from 
the UK,” Frank Habineza, politician 
from the Democratic Green Party of 
Rwanda, told MEMO.
In spite of the court’s green lighting 
of the plan, there is currently no air-
line willing to carry asylum seekers 
to Rwanda, with the last company 
pulling out following pressure from 
activists. Having already spent £120 
million on the deportation scheme, 
the coming year will see the British 
government wrangle new ways to 
make the plan – and its effort to re-
duce migrant numbers – a success. 
With only two years before the next 
general election, a lot is at stake. So 
far, in spite of the risk of being de-
ported, more asylum seekers have 
crossed the Channel to the UK in 
2022 than in previous years, this has 
brought into question the effective-
ness of the plan and whether or not 
the “unlawful” policy can really get 
off the ground.

Courtesy: Middle East Monitot

Will the UK’s migrant deportation plan get off the ground?
— By Sanja Skov Vedel 

- The policy, which involves Britain forcibly sending tens of thousands of migrants to Rwanda 
in an alleged effort to tackle the record number of refugees and asylum seekers 

arriving in the UK on small boats, has been mired by controversy -
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ISLAMABAD: Special Task Force of 
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL), during its ongoing opera-
tion to stop the illegal use of compres-
sors in the Islamabad Region, has 
removed more than 27 gas meters, 
detected 18 theft cases and lodged 
six First Information Reports over 
direct tapping and causing loss to the 
national exchequer. Sharing some 
details, spokesman for the SNGPL 
Islamabad Region Shahid Akram told 
APP that the inspection teams had 
recently disconnected 27 gas meters 
on use of compressors in different 
localities including Tarlai, Chatta 
Bakhtawar, G-7 and G-9 sectors and 
Kallar Syedan. “It is unfortunate that 
some elements are using electric de-

vices to get increased gas pressure, 
depriving other consumers of gas in 
the peak winter season and putting 
people’s lives at risk,” he regretted, 
vowing that the operation would con-
tinue unabated till bringing the illegal 
activity to a complete end. He said 
the SNGPL vigilance teams and spe-
cial task force were busy conducting 
a detailed survey of all sectors, soci-
eties and other localities, within the 
Islamabad region including capital 
territory, Murree, Kahuta , Attock, 
Fateh Jang and Taxilla to take legal 
action against compressor users. Sha-
hid Akram said the SNGP teams were 
conducting raids in collaboration 
with Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) and local police personnel, add-

ing the company would publish the 
Names of consumers involved in the 
installation of illegal compressors and 
the gas pilferers in national dailies to 
prevent illegal activities and save the 
precious and scarce gas. The SNGPL 
spokesman said domestic consumers 
had appreciated the operation against 
this illegal activity and urged the lo-
cal administration to take appropriate 
measures for preventing the sale of 
illegal compressors and other devic-
es used to increase the gas pressure. 
Answering a question, he said the 
company was making all-out efforts 
to ensure the provision of gas supply 
to domestic consumers with regular 
pressure during the peak winter sea-
son. (Agencies)
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CM pays tribute to Captain Fahad,  
martyred soldiers in Balochistan

CPPA seeks 19 paisa per unit increase  
in power tariff for Nov

Government taking all possible steps for welfare 
of media persons: Marriyum

Indian fishing boat, crew members apprehended 
for poaching in Pakistani waters

NPO to organize webinar on ‘Project Planning, 
Process & Quality Initiatives’

PRCS distributes hygiene kits and non-food items 
in flood-affected areas of Sindh

Zardari pledges not to deviate from BB’s mission

Shehbaz Sharif felicitates Nepal’s new PM

Flag hoisting ceremony held to celebrate 
Quaid-e-Azam’s birthday at Quaid Residency

COMSTECH seeks applications for 2023 Awards

To prevent road accidents, PHP launches campaign 
to install fog lights, reflectors on heavy vehicles

Agri deptt seeks applications for wheat 
yield competition

GILGIT: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltis-
tan Khalid Khurshid on Monday paid 
tribute to Captain Fahad and the sol-
diers of the Pakistan Army who lost 
their lives in an Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) blast during a clearance 

operation in Balochistan. He said that 
the sacrifices of the Pakistan Army to 
rid the country of terrorism will never 
go in vain. The nation is proud of its 
martyrs and salutes their great sacri-
fices, the CM added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Central Power 
Purchasing Agency Guarantee Lim-
ited (CPPA-G) has sought 19pai-
sa per unit hike in power tariff for 
November for Wapda distribution 
companies (XWDISCOs) under the 
monthly Fuel Cost Adjustment (FCA) 
mechanism. According to the petition 
submitted to National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), the 
CPPA-G maintained that the actual 
cost remained at Rs 6.2700 per unit 
against the reference fuel charges of 
Rs 6.0762 per unit during November. 
A total of 8,367 GWh of electricity 

was generated worth Rs50.11 billion 
during the said period while 8,073 
GWh of net electricity was supplied 
to the power distribution companies 
(DISCOs). Out of total generation, as 
much as 29.69 per cent of electricity 
was generated from hydel, 11.66 per 
cent coal, 0.13 per cent furnace oil, 
14.21 per cent from local gas, 12.09 
per cent RLNG, 27.94 per cent nuclear 
and 1.89 per cent wind. The regulator 
will hold a public hearing on Tuesday. 
The impact of the proposed increase 
will be passed on to all categories of 
consumers except lifeline. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Monday that 
the present government was taking 
all possible measures for the wel-
fare of journalists. Congratulating 
the newly elected office bearers 
of Lahore Press Club, she said the 
PML-N government fully believed 
in freedom of speech and indepen-
dence of the press. In a statement, 
she congratulated Azam Chaudhry 
on his election as President of LPC, 
Shadab Riaz as Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Zaheer Ahmed Babar as Vice 

President, Abdul Majeed Sajid as 
Secretary, Hassan Taimur Jakhar 
as Joint Secretary and Hafiz Faiz 
Ahmed as Finance Secretary. She 
expressed the hope that the newly 
elected leadership of Lahore Press 
Club will play its role in the wel-
fare of journalists. The minister also 
hoped that the journalist communi-
ty of Lahore will continue to play its 
role in the promotion of the rule of 
law and democratic traditions. The 
minister expressed her best wishes 
for the newly elected body of the La-
hore Press Club.(APP)

KARACHI: The Pakistan Maritime 
Security Agency (PMSA) appre-
hended an Indian fishing boat along 
with six crew members for poaching 
in Pakistani waters on Monday. Ac-
cording to a news release, the Indi-

an boat was poaching in Pakistani 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). The 
boat was towed to Karachi for fur-
ther legal proceedings for violation 
of Pakistani Law and UN Conven-
tions on Law of the Sea.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Produc-
tivity Organization (NPO) will con-
duct a training course on “Project 
Planning, Process and Quality Initia-
tives” on December 29 (Thursday). 
The main goal of the programme is 
to adequately plan the time, cost and 
resources needed for the project to 
eliminate the risk factor, according 
to an NPO document shared. The 
objective of the webinar is to estab-

lish business requirements, establish 
cost, schedule list of deliverables and 
delivery dates and establish resource 
plans. The workshop will also pro-
vide information related to project 
planning, the five stages of project 
planning, quality management plan 
and its importance. The webinar has 
been designed for senior manage-
ment, middle management, team 
leaders and supervisors.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: To prevent the spread 
of communicable and waterborne 
diseases and infections, Pakistan 
Red Crescent Society (PRCS) dis-
tributed hygiene kits and Non-Food 
Items (NFIs) in flood-affected areas 
of Sindh. PRCS in collaboration with 
its allied partners including the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross 
(IFRC), Red Crescent Societies (RCS) 
and other partners are making non-
stop efforts for the rehabilitation of 
the flood-affected people. The Non-
Food Items (NFIs) package distrib-
uted among the flood survivors in-
cluded tents, shelter tool kits, kitchen 
sets, tarpaulin sheets, blankets and 
mosquito nets, etc. The PRCS has 
served the flood-affected people by 
conducting identification, registration 
and verification exercises before the 
distribution of non-food items. The 

hygiene kits and non-food items have 
been distributed among the flood-af-
fected communities of UC Manak 
tagar village Koor hassan, village 
Muhammad Bux of Union Council 
Kandde Chukki Taluka KN Shah, 
District Dadu, Sehwan, District Jams-
horo, Village Khahi, district Noushero 
Feroz, village Adam Khan Rind UC, 
Jaffarabad District kashmore, Sindh, 
UC Chhini, Taluka Johi, District 
Dadu, Sindh, Village PATT Shariff 
talka District Dadu. The PRCS has 
been working closely with commu-
nities and stakeholders in Pakistan 
to provide food, safe water, hygiene 
kits, emergency healthcare, Shelter 
and mental health support. Under 
the Monsoon Flood Response Oper-
ation 2022, PRCS has treated a total 
of 130,184 patients through MHUs, 
provided 195,000 Liters.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party 
Parliamentarians (PPPP) President 
Asif Ali Zardari on Monday pledged 
not to deviate from the mission of 
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto in 
any circumstances. In his message on 
the eve of Shaheed Mohtarma Bena-
zir Bhutto’s 15th martyrdom anniver-
sary, he said he sought guidance from 
her politics and is still being guided by 
the philosophy of Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto. Asif Zardari said that 
no one else faced the difficulties that 
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 
faced for the sake of the constitution 
and democracy as she was a symbol 
of patience and endurance. Asif Ali 
Zardari said that Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto bravely resisted the 
barbaric and brutal dictators. “We are 
strong and steadfast on her ideology 
because of her teachings,” President 

Zardari said adding that the continu-
ation of democracy was the beautiful 
dream of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto. By the grace of the Almighty 
Allah, that dream was fulfilled. Asif 
Ali Zardari said that the announce-
ment of the institutions to be apoliti-
cal is also a realization of the dream 
of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhu-
tto and it will give stability to democ-
racy and establish the country’s cred-
ibility. Asif Ali Zardari said that BB’s 
followers are striving to make the 
country a society free from all kinds 
of extremism, where there is the light 
of knowledge, jobs for the people, 
equal opportunities for the youth to 
move forward, women free from the 
shackles of fear, and minorities with a 
respectable place in the society. This 
is the vision of Pakistan that Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto had. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Monday felicitated 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda on 
assuming the office of the prime min-
ister of Nepal. “Heartiest felicitations 
to Rt Hon’ble Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
Prachanda on becoming Prime Minis-
ter of Nepal,” he said in a tweet. She-

hbaz Sharif said Pakistan and Nepal 
enjoyed cordial relations as regional 
partners and expressed the desire to 
work with the new Nepalese prime 
minister. “I look forward to working 
with him to further strengthen our bi-
lateral ties and regional cooperation,” 
he said. (APP)

QUETTA: A grand flag hoisting cer-
emony was organized by Frontier 
Corps (FC) to celebrate the birth an-
niversary of founder of Pakistan Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah at Quaid-e-Azam 
Residency Ziarat here on Sunday. 
Frontier Corps Balochistan (North) 
also organized various events in oth-
er parts of the province including 
Sui, Dera Bugti, Loralai, Quetta, Sibi, 
Pashin, Ziarat and Chaman. A mega 
function was specially organized at 
the Quaid Residency Ziarat on the 
occasion of Quaid-e-Azam’s birthday. 
Senior Provincial Minister of Baloch-
istan Haji Noor Muhammad Dum-
mar was the chief guest of this event. 

Apart from this, provincial ministers, 
MPAs, district officers, tribal elders, 
school students and people belonging 
to different communities also par-
ticipated in the event. he chief guest 
appreciated the FC and Balochistan’s 
police for organizing the event. DIG 
FC Balochistan (North) Brigadier Ah-
mad Nawaz welcomed all the guests 
and thanked them for visiting Quaid 
Residency Ziarat to mark their partic-
ipation in the event. In the ceremony, 
the students expressed their love for 
the Quaid through tableaus and na-
tional songs and paid homage to the 
father of the nation through national 
songs. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH, the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) Standing Committee on Sci-
entific and Technological Coopera-
tion, has invited applications from 
the citizens of OIC member states 
who have made extraordinary scien-
tific contributions for the awards to 
be given in various categories. Ac-
cording to an official source, COM-
STECH bestows biennial awards 
to distinguished researchers of OIC 
member states for their important 
scientific contributions. The COMS-
TECH lifetime achievement awards 
in basic sciences are given in the 
fields of Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Mathematics. This year’s nomi-
nations are sought for awards in the 
fields of Physics and Mathematics. In 
this category, each award consists of 

a certificate, a shield of honor, and a 
cash prize of US$ 8000. The COMS-
TECH Awards for Excellence in Sci-
ence and Technology are classified 
into four categories: COMSTECH 
Young Researcher Award (under 40 
years), Best Scientific Book (Author-
ship) - published by an international 
publisher during the last two years 
(2021 and 2022), Patent - the patent 
must have been registered during 
the past five years (2018-2022). Each 
of the above three awards carries a 
certificate, shield of honor, and cash 
prize of US$ 4000. The Best Research 
Paper awards are given for the best 
paper published in an impact factor 
international journal during the last 
two years (2021 and 2022) in the 
fields of Biology, Chemistry, Mathe-
matics, and Physics. (APP)

FAISALABAD: In a bid to prevent 
road accidents due to dense foggy 
weather conditions, Punjab High-
way Patrol (PHP) police Faisalabad 
on Monday launched a campaign 
for installing lights and reflectors 
on sugarcane loaded tractor trolleys 
to control road accidents on nation-
al highways in foggy conditions. 
A spokesperson for PHP, Rizwan 
Bhatti said that patrol police teams 
under the supervision of DSP Malik 

Amin installed reflectors and fog 
lights on trailers, trolleys and other 
heavy vehicles. He said that the pa-
trol police were also taking legal ac-
tion against double tractor trolleys, 
without lights and the vehicles with 
single lights. He said that awareness 
of farmers, drivers and citizens was 
also ongoing. He advised the cit-
izens to contact help line 1124 in 
case of any emergency on the road. 
(APP)

FAISALABAD: The agriculture 
extension department has sought 
applications from wheat growers 
till January 31 for participation in 
wheat yield competition in the dis-
trict. The aim of wheat production 
competition was to enhance wheat 
yield. According to Deputy Direc-
tor Khalid Mahmood, farmers who 
had cultivated wheat crops over 
five acres of land were eligible to 
take part in the competition. He 
said that the winner at the dis-

trict level would be awarded with 
a cash prize of Rs 300,000; second 
Rs 200,000 and third Rs 100,000. 
The application forms are avail-
able at the offices of local offices of 
agriculture extension departments 
and the last date of submission of 
forms is January 31. He advised 
the farmers to root out weeds from 
fields and ensure pestscouting be-
sides applying nitrogen, phospho-
rus, potash and zinc fertilizers. 
(APP)

ANF seizes drugs, arrests 
five drug peddlers

IRSA releases 32,600 
cusecs water

Three die of suffocation

Three die of suffocation

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotics 
Force on Monday seized over 405 
kg of hashish, and 114 kg of opium 
and arrested five drug peddlers. Ac-
cording to a spokesperson, the ANF 
seized over 237 kg of hashish and 
114 kg of opium hidden in the trunk 
of the car at Islamabad Motorway 
and arrested two drug pushers. In 
another operation, the force near 
Sahianwala interchange Faisalabad 
has seized 168 kg of hashish from 
a vehicle and arrested 3 suspects. 
Cases have been registered against 
the arrested accused under the An-
ti-Narcotics Act. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Monday re-
leased 32,600 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 37,300 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1489.51 feet and was 91.51 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam were recorded as 17,400 cusecs 
while outflow was 15,000 cusecs. 
The water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1117.00 feet, 
which was 67.00 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water were record-
ed at 6,300 cusecs and 4,000 cusecs 
respectively. The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu, and Suk-
kur was recorded at 9,300, 21,400, 
17,800, and 1,100 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 8,700 cusecs of water was 
released at Nowshera, and 3,900 cu-
secs were released from River Chen-
ab at Marala.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Three young men 
(bakery workers) died of suffoca-
tion in their sleep, while another 
was found unconscious in a room 
in the limits of Batala Colony police 
station. A spokesperson for Rescue 
1122 said on Monday that victims 
-- Husnain Fazal 16, Mazhar Sarfraz 
28, Nafees Munir 15 and Shabbir 
Munir 18-- residents of Jaranwala, 
were working in a local bakery and 
living in a rented room situated at 
Waris Pura Nasir Town. After finish-
ing their work, they lighted fire in a 
clay oven (Angeethi) to heat up the 
room and took asleep without extin-
guishing the Angeethi. The fire of 
clay oven reportedly consumed en-
tire oxygen and caused suffocation 
which resulted out death of three 
youth including Mazhar Sarfraz. 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police on Monday 
arrested three street criminals and 
recovered Rs 40,000 cash, a motor-
cycle, weapons and other valuable 
items from their possession. The 
police spokesman revealed that the 
Gungmandi police arrested three 
members of Abdullah gang, includ-
ing its ringleader Abdullah Ashraf, 
Dawood Maqsood and Mohsin Ali, 
who were wanted in various cases. 
As per the police record, the ac-
cused arrested were also involved 
in other crimes, he said adding, they 
had been sent to jail for identifica-
tion parade.(APP)

SNGPL removes 27 gas meters for using compressors,  
detects 18 theft cases
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EPA to hold public hearing on ‘Golf Floras-II’ skyscraper project tomorrow
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(Pak-EPA) is going to hold a public 
hearing of the environmental im-
pact assessment (EIA) report of the 
multistorey residential project ‘Golf 
Floras’ on Tuesday. The public hear-
ing is being held under the Pakistan 
Environmental Protection Act, 1997 
and review of IEE/EIA Regulations, 
2000. The EIA report includes a de-
tailed account of existing environ-
mental conditions, a project descrip-
tion, an analysis of the impacts and 
proposed mitigation measures to 
be implemented during the project 

execution. It is a mandatory proce-
dure to seek environmental approval 
and a no-objection certificate (NOC) 
from the Pak-EPA, which ensures 
environmental protection and com-
pensation for damages incurred to 
nature during and after the imple-
mentation of the proposed project . 
The Golf Floras-II is a high-rise resi-
dential building project of the Imarat 
Group of Companies to be construct-
ed at an area of 24.62 kanals, where-
as the apartment building project is 
in the planning phase comprising 
ground plus 28 floors, rooftop along 
with three basements. The project 

intends to deliver a unique expe-
rience with its close proximity to 
Bahria Golf Course through luxury 
apartments, including a family club, 
infinity pool, emergency response 
facilities and shopping centres. Ac-
cording to the report, the total cov-
ered area, including basements, 
lifts, stairs, and garbage chutes is 
1,060,850.62 Square Feet (Sq. Ft.), 
whereas the total proposed cover 
area is 659,701.97 sq. ft. The build-
ing has been designed as per the 
Building Control Regulations, 2020 
of the Capital Development Author-
ity.(APP)

Fahad Haroon appointed as Special Assistant 
to Sindh CM on Media Affairs

KARACHI: The Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah has appointed 
Fahad Haroon as his Special Assis-
tant on Media Affairs on Monday. The 
newly appointed Special Assistant to 
Chief Minister (SACM) called on the 

Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah 
at CM house. The CM congratulated 
Fahad Haroon for his new assign-
ment. Sindh Minister for Information 
Sharjeel Inam Memon was also pres-
ent on the occasion. (APP)

Experts blame civic 
agencies for failing to 
dispose of solid waste

HYDERABAD: The experts at a 4-day 
workshop titled ‘environment sustain-
ability and human health’ bemoaned 
that hundreds of tons of garbage was 
being left unpicked in Hyderabad on 
a daily basis, creating health and en-
vironmental issues.Speaking at the 
inaugural session of the workshop, 
organized at Sindh Community Foun-
dation’s office here on Monday, the ex-
perts blamed the civic agencies for fail-
ing to dispose of the solid waste to keep 
the city clean. The Sindh Agriculture 
University’s Prof Dr Ismael Kumbhar 
said the environmental problems were 
becoming more serious and hazard-
ous with each passing day. However, 
he added, that grave issue that threat-
ened human health did not seem to be 
a priority for the policymakers. Kum-
bhar suggested that agro-environmen-
tal entrepreneurship could offer some 
solutions to the perplexing problem. Dr 
Safar Korai, Associate Professor at the 
Institute of Environment Engineering, 
Mehran University of Engineering and 
Technology (MUET), Jamshoro, said 
both the poor waste management and 
poor performance of the municipal ser-
vices were responsible for deteriorat-
ing the environment in Hyderabad. He 
claimed that the city generated around 
2,000 tons of solid waste per day but 80 
percent of that waste was left uncollect-
ed.He said the excessive use of plastic 
was not showing any sign of reduction. 
He deplored that sewage disposal was 
another failure of the civic agencies as 
a large number of roads and streets 
were seen in the city filled with sewage.
He said efficient solid waste manage-
ment, setting up landfill sites and using 
waste for energy production could help 
alleviate the problem.Dr. Eshwar Das, 
a psychiatrist, said the environmental 
pollution in the form of garbage heaps 
and overflowing sewage affected the 
human mind as well causing irritation, 
stress, depression and several other dis-
orders. The physical health of humans 
was more susceptible to such condi-
tions, he added. According to him, the 
psychiatrists were already coping with 
the disproportion between the rising 
number of cases and the mental health 
practitioners.The SCF’s Javed Soz ex-
pressed hope that activism and advo-
cacy led by the youth who would play 
a role in sensitizing the citizens would 
produce good results. The workshop’s 
trainees would also approach the con-
cerned civic agencies with complaints 
about solid waste disposal and would 
pursue those complaints until action 
was taken, he said. (APP)

IBU to start Bachelor of Architecture program

Bahawalpur: The Pakistan Coun-
cil of Architects and Town Planners 
(PCATP) approved the Islamia Uni-
versity of Bahawalpur to start a 5-year 
Bachelor of Architecture program. A 
special permit has been issued in this 
regard. The program will be launched 
in the Department of Architecture, 
Faculty of Engineering.
Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Islamia Uni-
versity of Bahawalpur, said that the 
students of South Punjab and the 
educational and social circles were 
eager for the initiation of this pro-
fessional program for a long time. 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Amjad Dean 
Faculty of Engineering and Jam Ayaz 
Mehmood Chairman Department of 
Architecture worked hard in this re-
gard and the Islamia University of Ba-
hawalpur has become the first univer-
sity in the region where the Bachelor 

of Architecture 5-year program will 
be started. Since the initiation of this 
program, on one hand, the gap in this 
field has been filled and on the oth-
er hand, the architectural heritage of 
South Punjab and Bahawalpur will be 
preserved as well as enhanced. Mean-
while, Prof. Dr. Muhammad Amjad 
along with Prof. Dr. Moazzam Jameel 
Registrar, Jam Ayaz Mehmood, and 
faculty members met the Vice Chan-
cellor Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob 
thanked the Vice Chancellor for the 
special permission and guidance and 
mentorship for the Bachelor of Archi-
tecture. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Amjad 
said that the Faculty of Engineering 
has crossed another milestone since 
the initiation of this program and the 
Islamia University of Bahawalpur has 
become unique and distinguished 
from other universities in the region 
by having another honor. (APP)

IT parks - a revolutionary step towards 
excellence in digital era

ISLAMABAD: With digital growth go-
ing through a rapid evolution, Pakistan 
is inching towards establishing a vi-
brant network of state-of-the-art Infor-
mation Technology (IT) parks aimed 
at providing young professionals a 
launching pad to execute their innova-
tive ideas and contribute to the national 
economy efficiently. The software tech-
nology parks would not only generate 
employment opportunities for IT pro-
fessionals but also attract millions of 
dollars in precious foreign exchange, 
boost the IT industry, and increase 
exports, once they are completed and 
become fully operational. Currently, 
work on establishing the IT parks in 
Karachi at the cost of Rs. 41 billion and 
Islamabad at the cost of Rs 13.72 billion 
is underway. Experts believe that after 
their completion, they would provide 
job opportunities to around 35,000 IT 
professionals collectively. Federal Min-
ister for Information Technology and 
Telecommunication Syed Amin-ul-Haq 
said the Karachi IT Park would be a 
gateway for an innovative future and 
strengthen the economy. “Karachi IT 
Park is the largest IT project of its kind 
in Pakistan, which will benefit not only 
the citizens of Karachi but also the IT 
professionals and companies of Sindh 
and the rest of Pakistan,” he added.
The establishment of IT Park, Karachi 
was approved by ECNEC on June 4, 
2021 at a capital cost of USD 186.658 
million including USD 158.416 million 
from Korean Exim Bank as a loan and 
PSDP local share of USD 28.242 mil-
lion. The project, for which land has 
been acquired near Jinnah Internation-
al, would be completed in June 2026. 
A senior official of the IT Ministry the 
technology parks must comply with ba-
sic infrastructure requirements such as 
cleanliness facilities and ample work-
ing space. These should be equipped 
with the latest technology and telecom-
munication facilities that make it easy 
to establish and manage a business. 
“The main objective of technology 
parks is to support the creation and de-
velopment of knowledge-based enter-
prises,” he said. The range of services 
offered by the parks was closely linked 
to the functions that they had to fulfill, 
he said, adding the benefits of the tech-
nology parks were not limited to en-
terprises and tenants of the parks, but 
also for companies outside the parks. 
The benefits of technology parks in-
cluded a boost in the knowledge-based 
economy, entrepreneurship and the 
latest technologies, he said. The IT 
Park Karachi was an eleven-storey 
(8 storeys above and 3 underground 
floors) self-contained building having 
a covered area of 106,449 square me-
ters. The Technology Park, Karachi is 
providing office space to approx. 225 
start-ups and small to medium enter-
prises and other ancillary facilities like 
testing laboratories, classrooms, indus-
try-academia linkage centers, auditori-
ums, etc. The government has invited 
the private sector to actively participate 
and play a frontline role to make the 
IT Park and other IT-related projects 
“big success stories.” The foundation 
stone of IT Park in Islamabad was laid 

in Chak Shahzad on May 6 by Minis-
ter for IT and Telecommunication Syed 
Amin Ul Haque, fulfilling the “Digital 
Pakistan Vision.” The project would 
be completed in 30 months with a total 
cost of Rs 13.72 billion. 
The park would not only mitigate the 
shortage of infrastructure for the IT 
sector but also facilitate technology 
transfer through industry and aca-
demia linkages, support technology 
commercialization, links tertiary ed-
ucation and production, and promote 
research and development; besides 
enhancing IT exports and industry 
competitiveness. IT Park Islamabad 
would consist of a twelve-storey (two 
basements or ground floors plus 10 sto-
reys) self-contained building having a 
covered area of 66,893 square meters. 
Islamabad IT Park would initially pro-
vide office space to around 120 start-
ups and small to medium enterprises 
and other ancillary facilities like testing 
laboratories, classrooms, industry-aca-
demia linkage centre, auditorium, etc. 
Currently, the total number of software 
technology parks (STPs) in Pakistan is 
15 including three in Islamabad, two in 
Rawalpindi, eight in Lahore, and one 
each in Karachi and Gilgit. “We want 
to establish software technology parks 
in small and big cities of the country,” a 
senior official said, adding that the Min-
istry of IT’s attached department, Paki-
stan Software Export Board, was work-
ing to establish software technology 
parks in Quetta, Gwadar, Faisalabad, 
Bannu, Swat, Mardan, Sukkur and 
Hyderabad. He said an IT Park project 
for the University of Balochistan cost-
ing Rs one billion and the provision 
of fiber optic cable for Tehsil Wadh of 
District Khuzdar had recently been 
discussed. Shedding light on the per-
formance of his ministry, Syed Amin Ul 
Haque said that the Ministry of IT and 
Telecommunication achieved many 
milestones in the recent past. Men-
tioning the projects related to ICT and 
connectivity, he said that the MOITT 
through Universal Service Fund (USF) 
had launched 70 projects of OFC and 
broadband in four provinces at a cost of 
Rs 65 billion. In the province of Sindh, 
20 projects of NGBSD and OFC worth 
Rs 16.30 billion have been started so far 
in 20 districts, including Tharparkar, 
Nawabshah, Khairpur, Larkana, Badin, 
Jacobabad, Shikarpur, Mirpurkhas and 
Dadu. He said that for the first time in 
Pakistan, smartphone manufacturing 
licenses were issued, under which 29 
companies were now manufacturing 
smartphones and digital devices in 
Pakistan. National Incubation Centers 
were established in Karachi, Lahore, 
Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta and re-
cently in Faisalabad and Hyderabad 
as well, said. As a result of these initia-
tives, he said, the volume of IT exports 
had reached $2.62 billion which was an 
increase of 47 percent, while 30 soft-
ware technology parks (STPs) were 
established across the country under 
public-private partnerships. With an 
increase of 800 per cent, the amount of 
investment for Pakistani start-ups had 
reached $818 million in 4 years, he add-
ed. (APP)

Citizens advised to take preventive measures to 
restrain influenza transmission

ISLAMABAD: The National Institute 
of Health (NIH) has advised citizens to 
adopt special preventive measures for 
limiting influenza transmission in the 
prevailing high-risk season.According 
to NIH, if someone was sick or had 
been in close contact with persons hav-
ing a flu-like illness, he or she should 
take these precautionary measures to 
prevent the disease.
These measures included frequent and 
thorough hand washing with soap, use 
of hand sanitizer when away from the 
hand washing facility, covering mouth 
and nose while sneezing or coughing, 
taking rest when sick, avoiding crowds, 
and adopting social distancing mea-
sures. It said that patients with chron-
ic diseases such as asthma, diabetes, 
cardiac and lung diseases, besides 
pregnant women, elderly people, and 
children under five years are at higher 
risk of developing severe or complicat-
ed diseases.
It said that the institute has also asked 
the health authorities and other stake-
holders to ensure taking preventive 

and control measures for seasonal in-
fluenza. Health authorities have been 
advised for adopting measures encom-
passing preparedness to deal with the 
increased workload expected in the 
outpatient and in-patient departments 
during these days, it added. The in-
stitute has also issued an advisory for 
the prevention and control of seasonal 
influenza in the wake of the expected 
upsurge of influenza cases in different 
parts of the country.
The advisory discussed that influenza 
or seasonal flu can spread from person 
to person through coughing or sneez-
ing or can contaminate hands or other 
surfaces. The advisory said that vacci-
nation was the most effective way to 
prevent infection and severe outcomes 
caused by influenza viruses, particular-
ly in high-risk groups.
Flu viruses are continuously changing 
with the likelihood of the emergence of 
new flu viruses every year. This makes 
influenza an unpredictable disease with 
varying extent of spread, timing, severi-
ty, and length of the season. (APP)

PTA briefs Senate Standing Committee about 
SpaceX’s Starlink program

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the Senate 
Standing Committee on Information 
Technology and Telecommunication 
was held here on Monday. Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
officials briefed the meeting regard-
ing SpaceX’s Starlink program in the 
country. The meeting was held under 
the chairmanship of Senator Kauda 
Babar at the Parliament House and it 
was attended by Senators, Muham-
mad Abdul Qadir, Afnanullah Khan, 
Dr Sania Nishtar, Seemi Ezdi, Nasee-
ma Ehsan, Zeeshan Khanzada, Secre-
tary IT and Telecommunication, PTA 
and Universal Services Fund officials, 
said a press release.
The PTA officials informed the com-
mittee that SpaceX’s Starlink program 
and technology are still in its early 
stages and further progress could not 
be made due to some security con-
cerns. Senator Afnanullah Khan said 
that it is an excellent technology for 

providing internet services in remote 
areas and it is not appropriate to fore-
go the service just because of security 
concerns. 
The Chairman Committee, Senator 
Kauda Babar formed a sub-committee 
to settle down the matter and bring it 
to a logical conclusion. Sub-committee 
will sit with all the stakeholders and 
resolve the issues. The Committee 
was briefed on the Universal Services 
Fund’s plans to improve voice and data 
services in underdeveloped areas. Of-
ficials said that many projects are un-
derway to provide the best service to 
customers in Balochistan.
The chairman committee said that mo-
bile internet service is not available in 
most of the districts of Balochistan due 
to which the students of the province 
were facing difficulties. Senator Kau-
da Babar directed that special atten-
tion should be paid to the provision of 
internet service at tourist places. (APP)

Uzbek Deputy PM calls on Ishaq Dar
ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Uz-
bekistan headed by Khodjaev Jam-
shid Abdukhakimovich, Deputy 
Prime Minister /Minister of Invest-
ment & Foreign Trade called on 
Federal Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar here at Finance division on Mon-
day and discussed with him matters 
of mutual interests.The delegation 
comprised Kudratov Laziz Shavka-
tovich, 1st Deputy Minister-Ministry 

of Investment and Foreign Trade,  
Mahkamov Ilkhom Rustamovich, 
Minister of Transport, Siddikov Fur-
qat Ahmedovich, 1st Deputy Minis-
ter- Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Yul-
dashev Kahramon Anvarjanovich, 
Deputy Minister- Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Ergashev Ibrohim Kenjaboev-
ich, Chairman- Agency of Plant Pro-
tection & Quarantine and Oybek Arif 
Usmanov, ambassador of Uzbekistan 
to Pakistan. (APP)

PPP workers pay tribute 
to Benazir Bhutto on her 

death anniversary
HYDERABAD: Pakistan People’s Party 
Sindh Information Secretary and former 
senator Aajiz Dhamrah along with par-
ty workers paid glowing tribute to Sha-
heed Benazir Bhutto by lighting candles 
in front of her portrait here late Sunday 
night.The 15th death anniversary of 
former prime minister and PPP’s chair-
person is being observed on December 
27 and special programmes are being 
arranged in major cities of the province 
while the main programme will be held 
at Garhi Khuda Bukhsh. (APP)

KE seeks Rs 7 per unit relief for customers in November FCA
ISLAMABAD: For the month of Novem-
ber, K-Electric has filed a petition for a 
reduction in  Fuel Charges Adjustments 
(FCA) at the rate of Rs 7.04 /kwh (per 
unit). National Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority (NEPRA) will conduct a 
public hearing today over the petition 
submitted by K-Electric on account of 

Fuel Charges Adjustments (FCA) for 
November 2022, a press release issued 
by the KE said on Monday. November’s 
FCA was lower primarily due to a reduc-
tion in prices of RLNG, Furnace Oil, and 
power purchased from CPPA-G by 18%, 
15%, and 37% respectively as compared 
to September 2022. FCAs are depen-

dent on changes in global prices of fuel 
and are passed on to consumer bills un-
der the prescribed rules and regulations 
of NEPRA and the Government of Paki-
stan. FCAs are approved by NEPRA af-
ter review who also specifies the month 
during which the charge is applied in 
consumer bills. (APP)
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Pakistan earns $330 million by exporting transport services in 4 months

Number of S. Korean franchise stores logs highest growth in 2021

Saudi Stock Exchange Main Index Ends Trading Higher

UK plans to team up with Japan for space business

Toyota makes record number of vehicles, but shortages loom

Zhejiang’s 1mil daily Covid cases raise supply chain concerns

Bloomberg not keen on acquiring Dow Jones or Washington Post

Tesla suspends production in Shanghai amid Covid wave

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan earned US 
$330.900 million by providing dif-
ferent transport services in various 
countries during the first four months 
of the current fiscal year (2022-23) as 
compared to the corresponding peri-
od of last year. This shows a growth 
of 44.52 per cent as compared to 
$228.960 million earned through the 
provision of services during the cor-
responding period of the fiscal year 
(2021-22), the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported. During the 
months under review, the exports of 

sea transport services witnessed an 
increase of 243.49 per cent, going 
up from $27.730 million last year to 
$95.250 million during the months 
under review. Among the sea trans-
port services, the exports of freight 
services increased by 283.33 per 
cent from $18.960 million last year 
to $72.680 million whereas the ex-
ports of other sea transport services 
also increase by 157.35 per cent from 
$8.770 million to $22.570 million cur-
rent year, the PBS data revealed. The 
exports of air transport rose by 15.83 

per cents by going up from $196. 980 
million last year to $1228.170mil-
lion during July-October (2022-23). 
Among the air transport services, 
the exports of passenger services 
increased by 18.24 per cent, from 
$129.190 million to $152.760 million, 
whereas the exports of freight ser-
vices surged by 43.52 per cent, from 
$9.490 million to $13.620 million, 
in addition, the export of other air 
transport services also increased by 
5.99 per cent from $ 58.300 million to 
$61.790 million. (Agencies)

SEOUL: The number of franchise 
stores in South Korea logged the 
highest growth last year due in part 
to stronger demand for foreign foods, 
statistical office data showed Monday. 
The number of businesses under fran-
chise totaled 259,662 in 2021, up 10.6 
percent from the previous year, ac-
cording to Statistics Korea. It was the 
fastest increase since relevant data be-
gan to be compiled in 2013. The num-
ber of franchise restaurants selling 

foreign dishes surged 38.0 percent last 
year, while the figures for snack bars 
and opticians’ shops advanced 19.2 
percent and 17.7 percent, respectively. 
Franchise convenience stores, Kore-
an food restaurants, and fried chick-
en shops numbered 49,098, 40,548 
and 28,594, respectively, last year, ac-
counting for 45.5 percent of the total 
franchise outlets in the Asian country. 
Employees working in the franchise 
sector totaled 834,290 in 2021, up 4.0 

percent from the prior year. Conve-
nience stores, Korean food restaurants 
and coffee shops hired 47.6 percent 
of the total workers in the sector. The 
combined revenue in franchise stores 
gained 14.2 percent to 84.8 trillion 
won (66.5 billion U.S. U.S. dollars) in 
2021. On average, each franchise shop 
reported annual sales of 326.6 million 
won (256,160 U.S. dollars) in 2021, up 
3.3 percent from the previous year. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Stock Exchange’s 
main index ended trading higher 
here today, gaining 18.73 points to 
close at 10,234.52 points. The total 
value of the trading reported was 

SAR 1.9 billion, while the toll of 
shares traded was 79 million, divid-
ed into over 200,000 deals. The Sau-
di Parallel Market Index (NOMU) 
ended the day gaining 138.50 points, 

to close at 18,819.37 points, with a 
valuation of SAR 28.3million and an 
overall tally of more than 450,000 
stocks traded and divided intoas 
many as 2,397 deals.(Agencies)

TOKYO: The UK hopes to promote 
an exchange of talent with Japan to 
develop science and technology, and 
seeks tie-ups in areas such as the re-
moval of potentially harmful space 
debris, a British minister told Nik-
kei Asia. George Freeman, minister 
of state for science, technology and 
innovation, said in an interview last 
week that he was in Japan to put out 
the message “that we’re coming to 
the Pacific as much as to America”. 
The UK announced last week that a 
new global research fund to deepen 

scientific collaboration between Brit-
ain and “international R&D powers” 
like Japan will open with an initial 
£119 million (US$144 million) in UK 
government funding. Freeman said 
Japan and the UK were looking to 
“maybe put some money in togeth-
er, establish closer links between our 
laboratories and create some fellow-
ships”. He mentioned Japan’s Mitsub-
ishi group as a potential participant in 
an Anglo-Japanese fellowship under 
which “people come from Japan into 
the UK and from the UK into Japan”. 

Freeman said UK startups and large 
Japanese companies could mutually 
benefit from such exchanges. While 
“we don’t have companies like Mit-
subishi and Toyota and Fujitsu”, he 
said, “we have a lot of startups, a lot 
of venture capital”. Part of Freeman’s 
vision is for British startups to gain 
better access to Japan’s “industrial 
excellence”. The minister is particu-
larly keen to team up with Japan in 
space, a frontier that has long been 
dominated by the militaries of Russia, 
the US and China. (Agencies)

NAGOYA: Toyota Motor Corp said 
its global output hit a record for No-
vember, thanks in part to solid con-
sumer demand, though it warned of 
an uncertain outlook due to a per-
sistent shortage of semiconductors 
and spikes in Covid cases in China. 
The world’s No 1 automaker pro-
duced 833,104 vehicles last month, 
an increase of 1.5% from a year ear-
lier. Global sales rose 2.9% to 796,484 
units, the company said in a state-
ment on Monday. The output for ve-

hicles reflects solid demand in areas 
such as North America, and a re-
bound from a year earlier when Covid 
infections in Southeast Asia disrupt-
ed supply chains. The auto industry 
is still dogged by shortages of chips 
and other car parts, while it will also 
face challenges stemming from the 
rapid spread of Covid cases across 
China. In early November, Toyota cut 
its global production target for the fis-
cal year through March while sticking 
with a conservative profit outlook be-

cause of chip shortages. Toyota’s do-
mestic output for November declined 
3.3% from a year earlier to 266,174 
units, while overseas output was up 
3.8% to 566,930 units, according to 
the statement. Including vehicles 
assembled by subsidiaries Daihatsu 
Motor Co and Hino Motors Ltd, out-
put and sales totalled 982,552 units 
and 884,112 units, respectively. Toyo-
ta shares edged up less than 1% as of 
midday in Tokyo, paring the decline 
this year to about 13%. (Agencies)

DALIAN: China’s Zhejiang Province, 
a manufacturing hub that is home to 
many Apple suppliers, is recording 
around a million new Covid-19 cases 
a day, renewing concerns about the 
impact on supply chains. The provin-
cial government released the num-
ber on Sunday, adding that it expects 
daily infections to peak around New 
Year’s Day, possibly at 2 million. 
New cases are rising elsewhere in 
China. Guangdong Province’s Dong-
guan said Friday that daily infections 
ranged from 250,000 to 300,000, and 

Shandong Province’s Qingdao esti-
mated 490,000 to 500,000 daily infec-
tions. But official statistics from the 
central government do not reflect 
such a rapid spread, raising ques-
tions about its information disclo-
sure. Zhejiang, near Shanghai, has a 
population of approximately 65 mil-
lion. Its capital city of Hangzhou is 
home to China’s largest e-commerce 
player, Alibaba Group Holding, and 
other tech companies. In addition 
to Apple suppliers, Japanese motor 
maker Nidec and many other for-

eign manufacturers have production 
bases in Zhejiang. In a report re-
leased Wednesday, British research 
firm Airfinity said that daily cases 
in China likely exceeded 1 million. 
Zhejiang’s announcement points to a 
number that is far larger. Meanwhile, 
the National Health Commission 
said Sunday that it would stop pub-
lishing daily infection numbers. The 
Chinese Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which operates un-
der the NHC, released infection and 
death figures instead. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Bloomberg LP has no 
interest in acquiring either Dow Jones 
or the Washington Post, a Bloomberg 
LP spokesman said in a tweet. “There 
have been no conversations with any-
one or either organization about an 
acquisition,” spokesman Ty Trippet 
said in the tweet, which was retweet-
ed by billionaire owner Michael 
Bloomberg. News website Axios re-
ported on Friday that Bloomberg was 
interested in acquiring either Wall 
Street Journal parent company Dow 

Jones from Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corp, or the Washington Post from 
Amazon.com’s Jeff Bezos, citing a 
source familiar with Bloomberg’s 
thinking. On Friday, citing sources, 
Reuters reported Michael Bloomberg 
had expressed a desire to own a big-
name newspaper over the years but 
had not reached out to Murdoch to 
discuss a possible purchase of Dow 
Jones and its flagship paper the Jour-
nal. News website Axios reported on 
Friday that Bloomberg was interested 

in acquiring either Wall Street Jour-
nal parent company Dow Jones from 
Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp, or the 
Washington Post from Amazon.com’s 
Jeff Bezos, citing a source familiar 
with Bloomberg’s thinking.On Fri-
day, citing sources, Reuters reported 
Michael Bloomberg had expressed a 
desire to own a big-name newspaper 
over the years but had not reached 
out to Murdoch to discuss a possible 
purchase of Dow Jones and its flag-
ship paper the Journal. (Agencies)

SHANGHAI: Tesla suspended produc-
tion at its Shanghai plant yesterday, 
according to an internal notice and 
two people with knowledge of the 
matter, bringing ahead a previous plan 
to pause most work at the plant in the 
last week of December. The US auto-
maker cancelled the morning shift and 
told all workers at its most productive 

manufacturing hub they could start 
their break, said the people and the 
notice seen by Reuters. The company 
did not give a reason. Reuters reported 
this month that the electric car giant 
planned to suspend Model Y produc-
tion at the plant from Dec 25 to Jan 1. 
The suspension comes among a rising 
wave of infections after China eased 

its zero-Covid policy this month, an 
abrupt move welcomed by businesses 
and the public but heavily disrupting 
business operations in the short term. 
One of the people said workers at 
Tesla and its suppliers have also been 
falling sick as part of this wave, posing 
challenges to operations in the past 
week.(Agencies)

Shipping activity at Port Qasim

Asian stocks start week positively

China’s cotton output up in 2022

Türkiye’s sectoral confidence grows in December

Tokyo shares close higher

Brazil’s tax revenue hits record high

Fish exports increase by 23.53% to $185m

KARACHI: Three ships namely, Haf-
nia Aquamarine, Calypso Gas and 
Two Million Ways carrying Palm oil, 
LPG and Gasoil, berthed at Liquid 
Cargo Terminal, EngroVopak Termi-
nal and FOTCO Oil Terminal respec-
tively. Meanwhile five more ships, 
Ardmore Chippewa, Mega Benefit, 
Star Jeannette, Nave Andromeda 
and Ondo carrying Palm oil, Conala 
Seeds, Mogas and LNG also arrived 
at outer anchorage of the port during 
the last 24 hour. A total of 07 ships 
were engaged at PQA berths during 
the last 24 hours, out of them a gas 
carrier ‘Al-Wajbah’ left the Port on 
Monday morning while three more 

ships, Laskaro S, Southern Robin 
and Calypso Gas are expected to sail 
on today in the afternoon. A Cargo 
volume of 85,819 tonnes, compris-
ing 73,052 tonnes imports cargo and 
12,767 tonnes export cargo, including 
containerized cargo carried in 778` 
Containers (27 TEUs Imports and 751 
TEUs export) was handled at the port 
during last 24 hours. There are 16 
ships at Outer Anchorage of Port Qa-
sim, out of them, 02 ships, Ondo and 
Aurelia & 02 more ships, MSC Riku 
and Ullswater carrying LNG, Palm 
oil, Containers and LPG are expected 
to take berths at PGPCL, MW-1, QICT 
and SSGC on Monday. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Asian stocks started 
the week on a positive note Monday, 
buoyed by gains on Wall Street last 
week, although spiralling Covid-19 
cases in China weighed on sentiment 
in thin holiday trade. Several mar-
kets were closed, including Hong 
Kong, Sydney and Singapore, but 
benchmark indexes in Shanghai, 
Tokyo, Mumbai and Seoul saw mod-
est gains. China’s surging Covid-19 
cases were a key concern for inves-
tors. But their ability to assess the 
pandemic’s impact on the world’s 
second-largest economy has been 
constrained by the National Health 
Commission’s announcement on 
Sunday that it would no longer 

publish daily case numbers. Trade 
remained predictably cautious on 
Monday with investors steering clear 
of aggressive share-buying ahead 
of the year-end holidays, but Tokyo 
and Shanghai closed up over half a 
percent, while Seoul ended slightly 
higher. A set of fresh data last week 
indicated a slowing of US inflation, 
although many investors kept their 
guard high, predicting sluggish over-
all growth next year. However, the 
personal consumption expenditures 
price index, eyed closely by the Fed-
eral Reserve as a gauge of inflation, 
increased 0.1 percent from October 
to November and 5.5 percent from 
November last year. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s cotton output re-
corded a stable increase in 2022 as 
sound weather conditions led to a 
higher yield per hectare, official data 
showed Monday. The country pro-
duced nearly 5.98 million tonnes of 
cotton in 2022, up 4.3 percent year 
on year, according to the Nation-
al Bureau of Statistics (NBS). The 
yield per hectare rose 5.3 percent to 
1,992.2 kg. Thanks to sunny weather 

and suitable precipitation, the yield 
per hectare in Xinjiang, the country’s 
largest cotton-growing area, rose 5.5 
percent, NBS official Wang Guirong 
said. Xinjiang contributed 90.2 per-
cent of the country’s total cotton out-
put this year. The total area of cotton 
fields in the country edged down 0.9 
percent from last year to around 3 
million hectares, the NBS data re-
vealed.  (Agencies)

ANKARA: Confidence in Turkey’s 
key sectors of services and retail 
trade improved while construction 
fell in December on a monthly ba-
sis, according to the official data on 
Wednesday. Turkey’s retail trade 
confidence index surged 6.3 per-
cent year-on-year to reach 96.4 this 
month, Turkish Statistical Institute 
(TurkStat) said in a statement. ‘In 
retail trade sector; business activ-
ity-sales, current volume of stock 
index and business activity-sales ex-

pectation indices increased by 13.1 
percent, 4.6 percent and 3.3 percent, 
respectively,’ TurkStat said. The 
services sector index rose to 81.5 
in December, up 2.2 percent from 
last month due to increase in “de-
mand-turnover” and business situa-
tion compared to previous months. 
Construction confidence index de-
creased by 2.1 percent to 55.4 during 
the same period as current overall 
order books index slipped 13.5 per-
cent. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Tokyo shares closed higher 
on Monday, lifted by gains on Wall 
Street last week, though the spread 
of Covid in China weighed on inves-
tor sentiment. The benchmark Nik-
kei 225 index climbed 0.65 percent, 
or 170.62 points, to end at 26,405.87, 
while the broader Topix index 
firmed 0.24 percent, or 4.58 points, 
to 1,902.52. A set of fresh data last 
week indicated a slowing of US infla-
tion, although many investors kept 
their guards high, predicting slug-
gish overall growth next year. “While 

inflation may be receding… investors 
will likely remain sufficiently scepti-
cal until we see a more sustained and 
pronounced deceleration,” Stephen 
Innes of SPI Asset Management said 
in a commentary. Amid thin holiday 
trade, investors were also keeping 
their eyes on spiking virus cases in 
China after the world’s second-larg-
est economy dropped its zero-Covid 
policy. Mizuho Securities noted that 
traders would not aggressively buy 
shares ahead of year-end holidays. 
(Agencies)

BRASILIA: Brazil’s tax revenue 
reached over 2 trillion reals (about 
385 billion U.S. dollars) in the 
11-month period from January to No-
vember 2022, a record high since re-
cord keeping began in 1995, accord-
ing to data released Wednesday by 
the Federal Revenue Secretariat. The 
figure is 8.8 percent higher compared 
to the same period last year, showing 
real growth in all months compared 
to 2021. In November alone, Brazil 
collected more than 172 billion reals 

(about 33 billion dollars) in taxes, the 
highest monthly collection since 2013 
and a real increase (adjusted for in-
flation) of 3.25 percent year on year. 
Claudemir Malaquias, head of the 
secretariat’s Tax and Customs Study 
Center, told local media that 2023 
might also see an unexpected in-
crease in revenue. “There was atypi-
cal and unexpected revenue in certain 
segments, including the oil extraction 
and refining sector, and mineral raw 
materials,” he said.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The exports of fish and 
fish preparations increased by 23.53 
percent during the first five months of 
the current fiscal year as compared to 
the corresponding period of last year, 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) re-
ported. The country earned $185.922 
million from seafood exports during 
July-November (2022-23) against the 
exports of US $150.502 million in 
July-November (2021-22), showing 

growth of around 23.53 percent, PBS 
reported. In terms of quantity, the ex-
ports of fish and fish preparations in-
creased by 26.31 percent, going up from 
56,731 metric tons last year to 71,659 
metric tons in the first five months of 
last year. On a year-on-year basis, the 
seafood exports decreased by 5.40 per-
cent to $51.198 million in November 
2022 from the exports of $54.118 mil-
lion during November 2021.(Agencies)
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New York: Two-time reigning NBA 
Most Valuable Player Nikola Jok-
ic delivered an epic triple-double to 
give Denver an overtime triumph on 
Sunday while Jayson Tatum pow-
ered NBA-best Boston to victory. 
Serbian 27-year-old superstar center 
Jokic scored 41 points, grabbed 15 
rebounds and passed off 15 assists 
to spark the Nuggets over visitors 
Phoenix 128-125. Jokic’s point total, 
coming on 16-of-25 shooting from 
the floor, was the largest for any 
Christmas triple-double in NBA his-
tory. “It’s nice. It’s just one game,” 
Jokic said. “Everybody can have one 
good game.” It was Jokic’s 83rd ca-
reer triple-double and his seventh 

of this season. The victory gave the 
Nuggets (21-11) a one-game Western 
Conference lead over Memphis, who 
lost Sunday at defending champi-
ons Golden State, and New Orleans. 
“We keep fighting,” Jokic said of the 
comeback victory. “We have a lot of 
guys who can play. I’m just happy that 
we are winning. We’re playing really 
good.” Denver’s Aaron Gordon added 
28 points, many on high-leaping slam 
dunks, and 13 rebounds while Jamal 
Murray had 26 points. Murray’s dunk 
with 11 seconds remaining in regula-
tion sent the game to overtime tied at 
113-113, while a late dunk and free 
throw in overtime by Gordon helped 
seal Denver’s triumph. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Kathy Whitworth, 
the most successful LPGA golfer 
with a record 88 titles, has died at 
the age of 83, the women´s tour an-
nounced on Sunday. Her wins are 
six more than Sam Snead and Ti-
ger Woods, who hold the record for 
the men´s game. “It is with a heavy 
heart that we share the news that 
LPGA Hall of Famer Kathy Whit-
worth has died at the age of 83,” 
the tour said on its official Twitter 
account. A statement on the LP-
GA´s website by Bettye Odle, Whit-
worth´s long-time partner, said that 
“Kathy passed suddenly Saturday 
night celebrating Christmas Eve 
with family and friends.” As well as 
her 88 tournament victories -- which 

included six majors -- Whitworth 
was runner-up 93 times in a career 
which started in 1959. Her great 
rival Mickey Wright ended her ca-
reer with 82 titles. However, 13 of 
those came in the majors. “I was re-
ally fortunate in that I knew what I 
wanted to do,” Whitworth once said. 
(Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: If someone you work with 
highlights your mistakes today you 
must do the same to them, and on bal-
ance they have done far worse than 
you. The only reason they are trying 
to get you into trouble is because they 
envy your reputation and success.
– TAURUS: You may have lots of big 
ideas about how to improve your life-
style but the planets warn you need 
to keep them at the planning stage 
for now. What happens towards the 
end of the week will encourage you 
to come up with a few less overambi-
tious options.
– GEMINI: You have been criticized 
so much of late that by now it means 
nothing to you. In fact, the more oth-
ers say you are aiming too high or 
trying too hard the more you will be 
inspired to prove them wrong. Start 
by doing something amazing today.
– CANCER: No matter how much 
opposition you may be facing at the 
moment, at home or at work, you are 
advised to keep your head and keep 
telling yourself that you are on the 
right track. What occurs around the 
turn of the year will encourage you 
massively.
– LEO: Even if you have no solid ev-
idence that a certain individual is 
telling you lies your sixth sense is 
screaming at you that they are and 

you would be a fool to ignore it. What 
happens today and tomorrow will 
show them up for what they are.
– VIRGO: Even if you have no sol-
id evidence that a certain individual 
is telling you lies your sixth sense is 
screaming at you that they are and 
you would be a fool to ignore it. What 
happens today and tomorrow will 
show them up for what they are.
– LIBRA: Venus, your ruler, will en-
courage you to be more forgiving over 
the next few days and that’s a good 
thing. When dealing with people you 
have fallen out with for one reason or 
another let them know that you are 
willing to meet them halfway – and 
mean it.
– SCORPIO: The winds of fate will 
blow you in some interesting direc-
tions between now and the end of the 
year, so hold on to your hat and enjoy 
the journey. The most important thing 
is that you do not try to control events. 
Let them just happen.
– SAGITTARIUS: You may feel a bit 
half-hearted about what is expected 
of you over the next 24 hours but if 
you are smart you will do it anyway 
because you need all the good karma 
you can get. The more you help others 
the more the universe helps you.
– CAPRICORN: What looks like a 
brilliant idea today may look like 
the worst possible idea tomorrow, so 
hold off for a while and let time do its 
thing. If colleagues say you must act 
now you can be sure it’s because they 
stand to profit in some way.
– ACQUARIUS: Your mind is a power-
ful tool and the things you imagine to-
day will be the things that come about 
tomorrow, so be careful where you di-
rect your thoughts. You’re allowed to 
daydream, of course, but make sure 
your fancies are always of a positive 
nature.
– PISCES: You may be finding a 
work-related task a bit of a struggle 
but don’t give up on it. By the end of 
the week it will start to come easy to 
you, so stick with it. 

DAILY HOROSCOPE: DECEMBER 27, 2022

  

Fleet sails south from Sydney Harbour to Hobart in 2022 yacht race

Green takes five as Australia seize control of 2nd South Africa Test

Pele’s family gather at his hospital bedside for Christmas

Ex-Tokyo Olympics official Takahashi granted bail in bribery case

US Open win ‘incredibly rewarding’, says Fitzpatrick

SYDNEY: A fleet of 109 boats set sail 
on Monday from Sydney Harbour to 
embark on a 628-nautical-mile jour-
ney in the 2022 Sydney to Hobart 
Yacht Race. The 77th edition of the 
race began at 1 p.m. local time on 
Boxing Day, with a starting cannon 
fired as per tradition. Before that, 
the participating boats, ranging from 
the super maxis to smaller 30-foot-
ers, had already warmed up to get as 
close as possible to the starting lines 
without crossing them. The opening 
hours saw Andoo Comanche and 
Hamilton Island Wild Oats each un-

dertake a penalty turn. The race also 
had its first dropout by 3 p.m., with 
the Hick 40 Avalanche reporting a 
broken bowsprit. Currently, the lead-
ing group for Line Honours consists 
of Andoo Comanche, LawConnect 
and Black Jack, the reigning champi-
on that won the 2021 race in a time of 
two days, 12 hours, and 37 minutes. 
The Line Honours record is one day, 
nine hours, 15 minutes and 24 sec-
onds, set by LDV Comanche in 2017. 
According to the course outlined by 
the race’s organizers, the fleet sails 
out into the Tasman Sea after depart-

ing from the Sydney Harbour, down 
the southeast coast of mainland Aus-
tralia, across the Bass Strait, then 
down the east coast of Tasmania. At 
Tasman Island, the fleet turns right 
into Storm Bay for the final sail up the 
Derwent River to the historic port city 
of Hobart. Pre-race briefings from 
Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology 
showed that drizzly and misty con-
ditions are possible across the Bass 
Strait on Tuesday, but light rain is 
more likely to develop on Wednesday 
or Thursday when a trough is forecast 
to cross Tasmania. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Cameron Green cel-
ebrated landing one of the richest 
contracts in Indian Premier League 
history by taking a career-best 5-27 
as Australia ripped through South 
Africa’s fragile batting in the second 
Test on Monday. After the visitors 
were dismissed for 189, an aggres-
sive David Warner, in his 100th Test, 
was unbeaten on 32 and Marnus 
Labuschagne was not out on five to 
steer the hosts to 45-1 at stumps on 
day one. Usman Khawaja was out 
for one, caught behind by Kyle Ver-
reynne off Kagiso Rabada. “That’s 

cricket summed up,” Green told re-
porters. “You can have a really slow 
start to the summer and think crick-
et’s so tough and then you have a 
few days like this, and it brings you 
back. “It’s a very special feeling (get-
ting five wickets).” Australia won the 
first of three Tests by six wickets in-
side two days on a hostile and green 
Gabba pitch in Brisbane last week. 
The deck at the Melbourne Crick-
et Ground was less bowler-friendly, 
but captain Pat Cummins surpris-
ingly chose to field at a venue where 
toss-winning teams normally bat 

first. It proved to be an inspired de-
cision in front of 64,876 fans with the 
Proteas losing early wickets as they 
again struggled against the hosts’ 
bowling firepower. After slumping 
to 67-5, Verreynne and Marco Jan-
sen launched a stirring fightback 
in a gutsy 112-run stand. But then 
Green -- the second-most expensive 
buy at the IPL auction last week be-
hind England’s Sam Curran -- went 
on a blitz, snapping the partnership 
when Verreynne got an outside edge 
on 52 that Steve Smith collected.  
(Agencies)

SAO PAULO: Family members spent 
Christmas on Sunday with Pele at 
the Sao Paulo hospital where the 
legendary footballer is battling wors-
ening cancer as well as kidney and 
heart problems, according to social 
media posts by his children. Fans of 
the player, considered by many to be 
the greatest of all time, have been ex-
pressing hope for his recovery since 
he was hospitalized in November. 
“One more night with him,” Pele’s 
daughter Kely Nascimento post-
ed on Instagram on Sunday along 
with a photo of siblings and other 

relatives gathered at the Albert Ein-
stein Hospital. Pele was not visible 
in the image. The message was the 
same as the one she posted on Fri-
day, seemingly counting down the 

hours left with her father. “Even in 
sadness we just have to be grateful,” 
she said. “To be grateful for being to-
gether, to be grateful for the love of 
you all, to be grateful for being here 
now with him. Merry Christmas.”  
Also visible in the photo were Pele’s 
children Flavia, Celeste, Edinho 
and Joshua, as well as Gemima Mc-
Mahon, the daughter of one of his 
wives. On Wednesday, the hospital 
announced Pele’s colon cancer was 
showing “progression” and he need-
ed “more extensive care to treat kid-
ney and heart failure.” (Agencies)

TOKYO: A former Tokyo Olympics 
official arrested on bribery charges 
was granted bail today, public broad-
caster NHK reported. A Tokyo district 
court set bail for Haruyuki Takahashi 
at ¥80 million (US$603,000), NHK re-
ported. Prosecutors have raided mul-
tiple companies in recent months in a 

widening corruption scandal related 
to the Tokyo Games. Takahashi, a for-
mer member of the Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pics board, and before that an execu-
tive at advertising giant Dentsu, was 
arrested in August on suspicion of 
receiving bribes from Olympic spon-
sors. Reuters in 2020 reported that 

Takahashi, who was paid millions of 
dollars to work on Tokyo’s successful 
bid for the Olympics, said he played 
a key role in securing the support of 
a former Olympics powerbroker who 
was later suspected by French prose-
cutors of taking bribes to help Japan’s 
bid. (Agencies)

LONDON: English golfer Matt Fitz-
patrick says his shock US Open 
triumph was “10 million times bet-
ter” than he had ever imagined. The 
28-year-old swept to a maiden tri-
umph at the majors at Brookline in 
June when he edged Masters champi-
on Scottie Scheffler and Will Zalato-
ris by just one shot. “It was 10 million 
times better than I thought it would 
feel after winning a major. It was so 

incredibly rewarding,” Fitzpatrick 
told the BBC in a Christmas review. 
However, he admitted to enduring 
mixed feelings in the aftermath of his 
breakthrough win. “It’s very weird. 
I’ve done it and it’s like ‘perfect let’s 
go and try and win more’ but at the 
same time I’ve had ‘well I’ve done it 
now, why do I have to do anymore?’,” 
he explained. “I’ve spoken to a few 
people about it and it’s a very com-

mon trait after they achieve success. 
I’ve always pushed myself hard, peo-
ple always say you’re too hard on 
yourself and I probably am. “But it’s 
been leading up to that moment to 
win a major championship. The first 
few weeks afterwards it’s like pure 
elation and everything is amazing 
and then the dust settles and you’ve 
got to get yourself up and do that all 
over again.” (Agencies)

Jokic’s epic triple-double lifts Denver  
to NBA West lead

LPGA record title winner Whitworth dies at 83

Buenos Aires: Fans of the Argentine 
team that claimed football’s ultimate 
prize in Qatar this month are lining 
up in Buenos Aires for tattoos of vic-
torious captain Lionel Messi and the 
World Cup trophy. “For the next two 
weeks, I have (appointments) exclu-
sively related to the World Cup,” tattoo 
artist Esteban Vucinovich told AFP in 
the capital. “Some had already made 
an appointment for tattoos of snakes 
or skulls, but they are changing it to 
Messi or the Cup. I have two or three 
appointments a day,” he said. The most 
requested skin art is of the trophy, said 

Vucinovich, followed by Messi and 
then goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez 
who was crucial in the victory of the 
Albiceleste in the final against France.
Many fans are inspired by the body art 
of Argentine players such as Angel Di 
Maria, who has since recently sported 
a World Cup tattoo on his right leg. “I 
got a tattoo of Messi as a gesture of 
thanks,” civil servant Nicolas Rechan-
ik told AFP. “This represents not only 
what Messi is but also the team that 
brought us a third World Cup and all 
the years of effort to reach this goal.” 
(Agencies)

More than skin deep: Fans line up for Messi tattoos

Multiple injuries after stage collapses at basketball game in Egypt
CAIRO: At least 27 people were in-
jured after a metal stand full of spec-
tators collapsed during a basketball 
game held Saturday on the outskirts 
of the Egyptian capital. Al-Ahly and 
Ittihad of Alexandria were up against 
each other at in the Hassan Mosta-
fa Halls Complex in Cairo last night 
when, during the game’s third quar-
ter, Ittihad fans were seen falling off 

when the metal platform collapsed.
Photos and videos posted on social 
media showed some fans screaming 
in pain, according to Ahram Online. 
The Egyptian Health ministry dis-
patched 21 ambulances to venue, the 
website said. The ministry later said 
the injuries were not life-threatening 
and no deaths were reported. In an 
update Sunday morning the ministry 

said all those injured have been dis-
missed from hospital, except for two 
cases who remained to receive treat-
ment. A sports ministry spokesman 
quoted by local television said the col-
lapse occurred due to a crowd rush.
“The stage collapsed because of a 
crowd rush,” Mohamed Fawzi, the 
ministry spokesman, told Sada El-
Balad. (APP)

Teen star wins Russian figure skating title
Russia crowned a new women’s fig-
ure skating champion on Saturday 
as 15-year-old Sofia Akateva over-
came former title-holders Kamila 
Valieva and Elizaveta Tuktamyshe-
va in Krasnoyarsk. Akateva had led 
the way heading into the free skate 
routines at the Russian Figure Skat-
ing Championships after registering 
85.59 points for her short program 

on Friday. The Moscow-born skat-
er added to that tally with a score 
of 164.15 for her free skate routine, 
despite an early fall, giving her an 
overall total of 249.74. Defending 
champion Valieva, 16, had to settle 
for silver. Valieva had found herself 
a disappointing fourth after a short 
program score of 76. 61, but recov-
ered on Saturday to be awarded a 

tournament-leading 170.71 points 
for her free skate routine. That saw 
Valieva jump up to second overall 
in the standings with 247.32 – push-
ing fan favorite Tuktamysheva into 
third place. Tuktamysheva earned 
82.98 for Friday’s short skate and 
158.74 for her free skate routine 
– giving her a combined total of 
241.72. (APP)

Nawaz, Shahnawaz and Sajid available for Tuesday’s Pakistan Cup matches
LAHORE: Following discussions 
between Pakistan head coach and 
selection committee, three players 
- Mohammad Nawaz, Shahnawaz 
Dahani and Sajid Khan - have 
been made available to their do-
mestic sides for the 27 December 
fixtures of Pakistan Cup.
The move will allow players to 

continue to get match time under 
their belts and make a case for 
their selection for the three ICC 
Men’s Super League One-Day In-
ternationals against New Zealand 
in January. These players remain 
part of the Pakistan Test squad for 
the New Zealand series.
(AGENCIES)
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ULAN BATOR: Mongolia’s National 
Agency for Meteorology and Envi-
ronmental Monitoring on Monday 
issued a warning of heavy snow and 
snowstorms in the eastern parts of 
the country. The extreme weath-
er is expected to hit areas such as 
Sukhbaatar, Khentii and Dornod 
provinces on Monday and Tuesday, 
said the weather monitoring agen-
cy in a statement, urging drivers 
and nomadic herders to take extra 
precautions against possible disas-
ters. It said at least 144 soums of 11 
provinces of the nomadic country 
are likely to experience “dzud” or 
“near-dzud” conditions this winter. 
Dzud is a Mongolian term to de-
scribe a severely cold winter when a 

large number of livestock die due to 
the ground being frozen or covered 
by snow. Currently, about 70 percent 
of the Mongolian territory has been 
covered with a layer of snow up to 50 
cm thick. Mongolia’s climate is typi-
cally continental with long and frig-
id winters. A temperature of minus 
25 degrees Celsius is normal during 
winter. Unstable weather events 
have become common in the country 
throughout the year. (Agencies)

SHANGHAI: Tesla launched its 
10,000th supercharger in the Chi-
nese mainland on Monday, the U.S. 
carmaker said. The supercharger 
is located under the Oriental Pearl 
Tower, a landmark building in 
Shanghai’s financial hub of Luji-
azui. The company saw its 9,000th 
supercharger in the Chinese main-

land put into operation in Septem-
ber this year in central China’s Hu-
nan Province. In November, Tesla’s 
Shanghai Gigafactory delivered 
100,291 electric vehicles, hitting a 
fresh monthly high. In the first 11 
months of 2022, the Shanghai facto-
ry delivered more than 650,000 elec-
tric vehicles. (Agencies)ISTANBUL: Turkish security forces 

launched yet another counter-ter-
rorism operation in the country’s 
southeast, the Interior Ministry said 
on Monday. The operation, called 
the Eren Abluka Autumn Winter-19 
(Sirnak-Bestler Dereler) Martyr 
Gendarmerie Master Sergeant Ser-
kan Unsal-1,” started in the Sirnak 
province with 470 security person-
nel. On the first day of the operation, 
two caves and 10 shelters were found 
during the land search carried out 
in the rural area of the Bestler-Der-
eler district. During the searches, a 
remote-controlled improvised ex-

plosive device, two tubes, two kilo-
grams (4. 4 Pounds) of food, and a 
large amount of life-sustaining and 
clothing materials were seized. They, 
with the shelters, were destroyed. 
Trkiye initiated Eren operations last 
year, naming them after Eren Bulbul, 
a 15-year-old boy killed by the PKK 
terror group on Aug. 11, 2017. In its 
more than 35-year terror campaign 
against Trkiye, the PKK listed as a 
terrorist organization by Trkiye, the 
US, and the EU has been responsible 
for the deaths of over 40,000 people, 
including women, children, and in-
fants.(Agencies)
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Rescuers search for two missing after Austria avalanche

Cambodia’s national road to be upgraded with funds from China

VIENNA: Rescuers are searching for 
two people who are missing after an 
avalanche at a ski resort in western 
Austria, officials have said. The ava-
lanche came down around 3pm local 
time at an altitude of 2,700 metres 
in the Lech Zurz ski area and was 
thought to have trapped around ten 
skiers, police said. Rescuers backed 
by helicopters and dogs scoured for 
survivors. Eight people had been 
found, two of them injured, police 

said. One managed to free herself and 
get to hospital. “We still have no news 
of two people and are continuing the 
search,” said Hermann Fercher, head 
of the tourist office responsible for 

reporting on the rescue. Officials had 
warned of high avalanche risk in the 
area over the weekend. The resort’s 
website said that the ski area was 
closed as of 5pm local time and that 
there would be an update on skiing 
tomorrow morning. A spokesperson 
for the resort could not immediately 
be reached for comment. In recent 
years, avalanches in Austria have 
killed about 20 people on average 
each year. (Agencies)

KAMPONG SPEU: Cambodia broke 
ground for the widening and up-
grading of National Road No. 41 
with Chinese funds on Monday to 
cope with rising flows of the road 
traffic. The 95-km road is located 
about 37 km southwest of the capital 
Phnom Penh, running through the 
four provinces of Kampong Speu, 
Kandal, Takeo and Kampot. Cam-
bodian Prime Minister Samdech Te-
cho Hun Sen and Chinese Ambas-

sador to Cambodia Wang Wentian 
presided over the groundbreaking 
ceremony, which was attended by 
some 5,000 people. Hun Sen said 
the road will better facilitate travel 
and goods transport. “People will 
greatly benefit from this road, which 
is an important economic artery as 
it links to the coastal province of 
Kampot,” he said. “The road will 
play a crucial role in helping boost 
socio-economic development and 

poverty reduction in Cambodia.” 
Hun Sen expressed his gratitude to 
the government and people of China 
for having provided a great amount 
of aid to Cambodia for the develop-
ment of transport infrastructure. “In 
Cambodia, a proverb says ‘There is 
road, there is hope’,” he said. “China 
has built a lot of roads and bridges 
for Cambodia, so it means that Chi-
na has built a lot of hope for our 
people.”(Agencies)

Heavy rains expected in 
many parts of Sri Lanka

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
meets a delegation of the 

U.S. Congress

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s Department 
of Meteorology on Sunday said that 
they expect heavy showers in many 
parts of the country within next 48 
hours. This is caused by a depres-
sion over southwest Bay of Bengal, 
which is moving across the country, 
the department said, adding that 
strong winds can also be expected at 
times over the country, Xinhua News 
Agency reported. Meanwhile, the 
Irrigation Department said that the 
water levels of many reservoirs have 
increased due to the heavy rains, 
warning those who live in low-lying 
areas near rivers to be vigilant of 
floods. The country’s Department 
of Railways announced that train 
services in central Sri Lanka have 
been disrupted due to minor rock 
and earth slips and several trains 
have been cancelled. The Nation-
al Building Research Organization 
said that four districts in the coun-
try are facing the risk of landslides, 
urging the people to be vigilant.  
(Agencies)

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah met here today with a par-
liamentary delegation of members 
of the U.S. Congress. During the 
meeting, they reviewed the close 
and common relations between the 
two countries and discussed a num-
ber of regional and international is-
sues. (Agencies)

Mongolia warns of heavy snow, snowstorms

Tesla launches 10,000th supercharger  
in Chinese mainland

Turkiye launches new anti-terror operation 
 in southeast
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KARACHI: Chairman of Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) and Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Monday said 
that Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhut-
to’s vision and philosophy of reconcili-
ation was a feasible strategy to resolve 
domestic and international issues as 
well as a world’s shared legacy. In his 
message issued by the PPP media cell 
of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari House on the 
eve of the 15th martyrdom anniversary 
of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, 
the chairman PPP paid glowing tribute 
to her and said that they remembered 
her everyday and got guidance from 
her vision and ideology, adding that 
she was a charismatic leader with an 
understanding far ahead of her time, 
which was born in centuries. “Sha-
heed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto always 
taught never to hate anyone and to 
forgive others,” he added. Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari briefly referred 
to the services rendered by the ‘Daugh-
ter of the East’, saying that she was the 
architect of the democratic struggle in 
Pakistan, as well as the defender of the 
rights of the downtrodden classes and 
minorities; the pioneer of the practical 
struggle for the development and em-
powerment of women in the country; 

an advocate of civil liberties; advocat-
ed harmony and unity among federal 
units and was an unquestionable sym-
bol of federalism. “It is also the achieve-
ment of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto’s ideology that the democratic 
forces in the country today are on the 
same page and are determined to tack-
le the challenges facing the nation,” he 
said. He reiterated his determination 
that the PPP, while strictly adhering to 
the ideology and philosophy of Sha-
heed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, would 
continue its struggle to eradicate pov-
erty, hunger, and unemployment from 
the country, and establish a society 
based on tolerance, equality, and broth-
erhood. He further stated the PPP was 
also determined to continue its struggle 
to make Pakistan a strong democratic 
federal country and a role model for the 
Islamic world, to ensure social as well 
as economic justice by strengthening 
the parliament and democracy. (APP)

Bilawal gives heartfelt message on mother’s 
martyrdom anniversary

Govt to spend all resourc-
es on youth initiatives for 
developing Pakistan: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Monday said the 
government would utilize all re-
sources to help the youth channel-
ize their energies for the progress 
and development of Pakistan. He 
was speaking at an awards ceremo-
ny of the National Amateur Short 
Films Festival (NASFF) organized 
by the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting in collaboration with 
the Dubai Port World. The prime 
minister congratulated the young 
short film-makers for proving their 
mettle. “The youngsters made the 
nation proud with their talent.” He 
said the parents and teachers of the 
award winners deserved credit for 
imparting education and grooming 
the young men who created a dis-
tinct identity for themselves with 
their efforts and hard work. He 
appreciated the contribution of the 
Dubai Port World in helping young-
sters in the field of film production. 
The youth were making meaning-
ful efforts to build a soft image of 
Pakistan through technology and 
modern tools of communication, 
he added. Prime Minister Shehbaz 
said it was an era of technology 
and the young generation had the 
capacity, passion and enthusiasm 
to make Pakistan according to the 
vision of Quaid-e-Azam and Alla-
ma Muhammad Iqbal. He lauded 
the efforts of young film-makers 
in beautifully shining light on Pa-
kistan’s civilization, culture, heri-
tage and natural wonders, includ-
ing mountains, rivers, valleys and 
lakes.“If Pakistan wants to move 
forward and make progress then its 
key is in the hand of youngsters.” 
The youth would have to turn their 
dreams into reality to build Paki-
stan as envisioned by its founding 
fathers, he said adding the nation 
fully realized that the youth were 
the country’s future as they had the 
energy and talent to put it on the 
path of prosperity. Shehbaz said 
the government would support 
the initiatives of youth and meet 
their financial requirements.He an-
nounced to constitute a committee 
to find young talent in Pakistan who 
wanted to promote culture and her-
itage of the country. He said there 
was a time when Pakistani dramas 
and films were very popular in the 
South Asian sub-continent.
(AGENCIES)

UNITED NATIONS: A staggering 100 
million people were forced to flee their 
homes in 2022 globally, the United Na-
tions refugee agency said Monday, high-
lighting the continued UN help to those 
in need in a myriad of ways, and push 
for more legal, and safe ways for people 
to migrate. That figure, which includes 
those fleeing conflict, violence, human 
rights violations and persecution, was 
announced by the UN refugee agen-
cy (UNHCR) in May and described by 
Filippo Grandi, the head of UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
as a record that should never have been 
set. The figure is up from some 90 mil-
lion in 2021. Outbreaks of violence, or 
protracted conflicts, were key migra-
tion factors in many parts of the world, 
including Ukraine, Ethiopia, Burkina 
Faso, Syria, and Myanmar. Thousands 
of desperate migrants looked to Europe 
as a preferred destination, putting their 
lives in the hands of human traffickers, 
and setting off on perilous journeys 
across the Mediterranean. All too often 
these journeys ended in tragedy.  It has 
now been more than seven years since 
the protracted conflict began in Yemen, 

between a Saudi-led pro-Government 
coalition and Houthi rebels, together 
with their allies, precipitating a humani-
tarian catastrophe that has forced more 
than 4.3 million people to leave their 
homes, the agency pointed out. In May, 
The UN migration agency IOM and the 
European Union’s Humanitarian Aid 
wing (ECHO), announced that they 
were scaling up efforts to respond to the 
needs of more than 325,000 displaced by 
the conflict, including migrants and the 
communities that host them. “The situa-
tion is also getting worse for migrants in 
Yemen, especially women, who are liv-
ing in dire conditions in Yemen with lit-
tle control over their lives,” said Christa 
Rottensteiner, chief of the IOM Mission 
in the country. Despite the dire situation 
in Yemen, it remains a destination and 
transit point for migrants leaving coun-
tries in the Horn of Africa. (APP)

Record 100 million displaced in 2022, 
UN says in year-end review

Hyderabad hub for bangle 
craftsman in Pakistan

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad is the hub 
for bangle craftsmanship in Pakistan 
as it has the most appropriate weath-
er conditions. Thirty-two glass ban-
gle manufacturing units are situated 
in the city, out of which ten are auto-
mated.  Almost 350,000 people are 
involved in the manufacturing, trad-
ing, packaging and transportation of 
glass bangles, which includes women 
and children. These bangles are rigid 
bracelets which had been worn for a 
long time in South Asia.The proce-
dure involves several stages, each of 
which happens under a different roof 
and is carried out by a different pair of 
hands.  Skilled labor is required, most 
of which was provided by women 
and children.  It seems astonishing to 
consider it, but twenty-five people are 
involved in making a single glass ban-
gle. Manufacturing of ‘Choori’ starts 
from the collection of discarded pieces 
of glass used as raw material for the 
manufacturing of bangles. Glass is 
melted into a glowing, red substance 
at temperatures of 1400 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This process is termed as 
Sadai.  The mixture is passed onto a 
roller machine, which converts the liq-
uid into long rolls of glass, shaped cir-
cularly.  These rolls are then separat-
ed into rings and a high-temperature 
furnace adds glossiness and sheen.  
The next stage is called Jurai and in-
volves, mainly, women.  The opposite 
ends of a Choori or glass bangle are 
joined in a high flame, often with no 
cooling facilities in the room.  The ban-
gles are then sent for Meena Kaari in 
which glitter and crystals are added.  
They are painted in rooms filled with 
the smell of spray paint.  The finished 
product is then packaged and sent to 
retailers.(APP)


