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MOSCOW: Russian sausage tycoon 
Pavel Antov has been found dead at 
an Indian hotel, two days after a friend 
died during the same trip. They were 
visiting the eastern state of Odisha 
and the millionaire, who was also a 
local politician, had just celebrated 
his birthday at the hotel. Antov was a 
well known figure in the city of Vlad-
imir, east of Moscow. Last summer 
he denied criticising Russia’s war in 
Ukraine after a message appeared on 
his WhatsApp account. The million-
aire’s death is the latest in a series of 
unexplained deaths involving Russian 
tycoons since the start of the Russian 
invasion, many of whom have openly 
criticised the war. Reports in Russian 
media said Mr Antov, 65, had fallen 
from a window at the hotel in the city of 
Rayagada on Sunday. Another mem-
ber of his four-strong Russian group, 
Vladimir Budanov, died at the hotel on 
Friday. Superintendent Vivekananda 
Sharma of Odisha police said Mr Bu-
danov was found to have suffered a 
stroke while his friend “was depressed 
after his death and he too died”. The 

Russian consul in Kolkata, Alexei Id-
amkin, told the Tass news agency that 
police did not see a “criminal element 
in these tragic events”. Tourist guide 
Jitendra Singh told reporters that Mr 
Budanov may have “consumed a lot of 
alcohol as he had liquor bottles”. Pavel 
Antov founded the Vladimir Standard 
meat processing plant and in 2019 
Forbes estimated his fortune at some 
$140m (£118m) at the top of Russia’s 
rich list of lawmakers and civil ser-
vants. He played an important role at 
the legislative assembly in Vladimir, 
heading a committee on agrarian poli-
cy and ecology. The assembly’s deputy 
chairman Vyacheslav Kartukhin said 

he had died in “tragic circumstances”.
Late last June he appeared to react to 
a Russian missile attack on a residen-
tial block in the Shevchenkivskyi dis-
trict of Kyiv that left a man dead and 
his seven-year-old daughter and her 
mother wounded. A WhatsApp mes-
sage on Antov’s account described 
how the family were pulled out of 
the rubble: “It’s extremely difficult to 
call all this anything but terror.” The 
message was deleted and Antov then 
posted on social media that he was a 
supporter of the president, a “patriot 
of my country” and backed the war. 
The WhatsApp message had come 
from someone whose opinion on the 
“special military operation in Ukraine” 
he strongly disagreed with, he insist-
ed. It had been posted accidentally 
on his messenger and was a highly 
annoying misunderstanding, he said. 
Several high-profile Russian tycoons 
have died in mysterious circumstances 
since the war began. In September the 
head of Russia’s oil giant Lukoil, Ravil 
Maganov, apparently fell from a hospi-
tal window in Moscow.

Russian sausage tycoon Pavel Antov dies in Indian hotel fall Oil, gas reserves discovered in DI Khan

Connectivity projects to usher in region’s 
prosperity: PM

ISLAMABAD: Exploration and Pro-
duction (E&P) companies, under 
a joint venture, have discovered oil 
and gas reserves at 92 Kot Palak-1 
well in Baska North Block locat-
ed in Dera Ismail Khan district of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. “Drill Stem 
Test-1 (Post Acid) in Pab Sandstone 
and Dunghan Lower Limestone has 
tested 17.1 Metric Million Standard 
Cubic Feet per Day (MMSCFD) 
Gas, 807 Barrels of Condensate per 
Day (BCPD) and 17 Barrels of Wa-
ter per Day (BWPD) through choke 
size 40/64-inch at WellHead Flowing 
Pressure (WHFP) of 2308 Pounds 
per Square Inch (Psi),” the Petro-
leum Division (PD) announced on 
its twitter handle on Tuesday. While, 
the Drill Stem Test-2 (Pre-Acid) in 
Dunghan Upper LimeStone and 
Dunghan Middle Sands had tested 
22.02  MMSCFD gas, 1,033 BCPD 
oil and 15.8 BWPD. The discovery is 
the result of a joint venture carried 
out by E&P companies including 
Al-Haj Enterprises (Pvt) Ltd, Al Haj 
Pak Kirthar B.V (85%) and Govern-
ment Holdings (Private) Ltd (4.15%) 
at an exploratory well, spud on May 
7, 2022 and drilled down to depth of 

3,527 meters on November 18, 2022. 
“Based on wireline logs interpreta-
tion and drilling results, potential 
hydrocarbon bearing zones were 
identified on which the testing was 
conducted successfully,” the PD add-
ed. The discovery in Baska North 
Block showed the commitment of 
Baska North JV to exploit the hydro-
carbon (HC) potential of the block 
and aggressive exploration strategy. 
It has opened a new avenue and will 
positively contribute to mitigating 
energy demand and supply gap from 
indigenous resources and will add 
to the hydrocarbon reserves base of 
Al-Haj Enterprises (Pvt) Ltd and the 
Country. “This is the fifteenth oil & 
gas discovery during the current cal-
endar year,” the PD said, adding the 
subsequent production from these 
discoveries would help reduce reli-
ance on imported oil and gas besides 
bridging the demand and supply gap. 
Moreover, the Petroleum Division 
said the increased E&P activities 
would help create job opportunities 
and be beneficial in development of 
oil and gas producing districts under 
the social corporate responsibility 
(CSR) projects. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Tuesday said the connectiv-
ity projects in the region will not only 
bring trade communities closer, but 
also usher in a new era of peace and 
prosperity. The prime minister ex-
pressed these views as he received a 
high-level delegation from Uzbekistan 
led by deputy prime minister, also Min-
ister for Investment and Foreign Trade 
, Khodjaev Jamshid Abdukhakimovich. 
Recalling his recent meetings with Uz-
bek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev on 
the sidelines of SCO Summit held in 
Samarkand in September and the 6th 
CICA Summit held in Astana, Kazakh-
stan in October 2022, the Prime Min-
ister reaffirmed Pakistan’s resolve to 
further enhance the existing excellent 
relationship between the two brother-
ly countries.  The prime minister said 
Pakistan offers connectivity to Central 
Asia through road and railways. The 
delegation apprised the Prime Minister 

about their meetings with economic 
ministries of Pakistan during which it 
was agreed to enhance economic and 
trade ties between the two countries.  
The visiting dignitary also briefed the 
prime minister about the discussions 
between the business groups of Paki-
stan and Uzbekistan in various fields.  
The prime minister appreciated that 
fruitful discussion between business 
community to establish B2B contacts 
would enhance bilateral trade and 
investment. The Uzbek delegation 
thanked Prime Minister and reiterated 
that the bilateral relationship is further 
deepening and pace of interactions is 
moving towards a positive trajecto-
ry.  The prime minister reiterated that 
friendship between Pakistan and Uz-
bekistan is strengthening with the pas-
sage of time and visit of delegation led 
by Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbeki-
stan is manifestation of the growing 
relationship.(Agencies)

BEIJING: China will scrap the quar-
antine requirement for internation-
al arrivals starting from January 8, 
2023, the country’s National Health 
Commission (NHC) said in a state-
ment. NHC said passengers traveling 
to China need to take nucleic acid 
test within 48 hours before boarding 
their flights to China, adding that nu-

cleic acid screenings and centralized 
isolation after arrival will be can-
celed, CGTN reported on Tuesday. 
“In light of the international epidem-
ic situation and service capacity, the 
outbound travel of Chinese citizens 
will be resumed in an orderly man-
ner,” NHC said. In addition, NHC 
noted that China has renamed the 

novel coronavirus pneumonia as 
novel coronavirus infection. China 
will also downgrade management 
of the disease from Class A to Class 
B in accordance with the Law of 
the People’s Republic of China on 
Prevention and Treatment of Infec-
tious Disease, starting January 8, the 
statement added.(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: A former president con-
victed of bribery and embezzlement 
was pardoned on Tuesday in South 
Korea. Lee Myung-bak was granted 
special clemency by President Yoon 
Suk Yeol alongside southern Gyeo-
ngsang province’s former Governor 
Kim Kyoung-soo and other figures 
from rival parties. The 81-year-old 
Lee was in office between 2008 and 
2013. It is the second time since Yoon 

was inaugurated as the country’s 
president in May this year that he 
has granted special pardons. Earlier 
in August, Yoon pardoned Samsung 
Electronics Executive Chairman Lee 
Jae-yong and other business tycoons. 
The pardons granted today will be 
effective from Wednesday and Lee’s 
remaining 15-year jail term will be 
canceled, Seoul-based Yonhap News 
Agency reported. He was convicted 

of bribery and embezzlement and 
given a 17-year prison sentence but 
was put on hold in June due to his 
illnesses. Kim, the former governor, 
who was seen as close to Yoon’s pre-
decessor Moon Jae-in, was convicted 
and given a two-year prison term 
over opinion-rigging charges. He 
was set to walk free in the coming 
May. He, however, cannot run for the 
office until 2028. (Agencies)

China to scrap quarantine for international arrivals from Jan 8

South Korea pardons ex-president convicted of bribery

LONDON: The British Royal Navy’s 
largest ship, the HMS Prince of Wales 
aircraft carrier, has spent more time 
docked for repairs than on duty since it 
was commissioned in 2019, The Times 
reported on Monday. The vessel is cur-
rently sitting in a Scottish dockyard 
with a broken propeller shaft. The £3.2 
billion ($3.8 billion) warship has spent 
only 267 days at sea since entering ac-
tive duty in December 2019, the news-
paper reported, citing Ministry of De-
fense figures. Christmas Eve marked 
the 268th day it has spent undergoing 
repairs. In a lecture earlier this month, 
Admiral Sir Tony Radakin, chief of the 
Defence Staff, admitted that the carrier 
has been a source of “deeply frustrat-
ing” problems. Such megaships “are 
massive capital projects where some-
times things will go wrong,” Radakin 
added. The Royal Navy describes the 
Prince of Wales as “one of the most 

powerful surface warships ever con-
structed in the UK.” Capable of launch-
ing NATO’s latest F-35B multirole 
combat aircraft, its flight deck is 70 
meters wide and 280 metrers long, and 
with aircraft onboard it takes a crew of 
around 1,400 to operate. The carrier’s 
malfunctions began with two major 
floods in 2020. The second flood filled 
the engine room with thousands of gal-
lons of seawater, resulting in the Prince 
of Wales missing a planned trip to the 
US and returning to its home port of 
Portsmouth for six months of repairs. 
The carrier managed to sail to Gibral-

tar in 2021, but disaster struck again a 
year later when it broke down shortly 
after leaving Portsmouth en route to 
the US this August. Engineers dis-
covered damage to its propeller shaft, 
which naval officials reportedly blamed 
on the crew forgetting to grease it ade-
quately. A Royal Navy spokesman told 
The Times that repairing the damaged 
shaft will take until Spring 2023, after 
which time the Prince of Wales will re-
turn to Portsmouth to undergo more 
“pre-planned maintenance.” The La-
bour Party has condemned Britain’s 
Conservative government for allowing 
the ship to repeatedly break down on 
its watch. “We need our fleet at sea, not 
stuck in dock,” shadow defense secre-
tary John Healy said. “HMS Prince of 
Wales is a NATO flagship and ministers 
cannot allow problems to undermine 
the ability of our armed forces to lead 
joint exercises.” (AGENCIES)

One of UK’s ‘most powerful warships’ longer in repair than at sea – The Times

Corruption doomed Afghanistan – ex-president
DUBAI: Hamid Karzai, the only Af-
ghan president since the 2001 US-led 
invasion, has admitted his culpability 
in the corruption that has plagued the 
country for the past two decades – but 
argued an external power played a 
much greater role than he did him-
self. Speaking to the Washington Post 
on Monday, he blamed the US for his 
country’s fate. Karzai took “full respon-
sibility for the corruption and bribes 
in the delivery of services,” he told the 
outlet. “But the big contracts, big cor-
ruption, in hundreds of millions of dol-
lars or millions of dollars, was clearly a 
United States of America thing.” “The 
war in Afghanistan was not our war,” 
Karzai explained, clarifying his posi-
tion between the US-backed “democra-
cy” he ran and the Taliban government, 
which has allowed him to continue liv-
ing in Kabul. Despite owing his power 
to Washington, he has controversially 
referred to the Taliban as “brothers” 
and denounced the 21-year war osten-
sibly fought against them. “I was not a 
partner of the United States in that war 
against Afghan villages and homes. 
I changed from the moment I recog-
nized that this war that is fought in the 
name of defeating terrorism is actually 
a war against the Afghan people,” the 
former leader said. Karzai also blamed 
his most recent successor for the Tali-
ban’s return to power in the wake of the 

Biden administration’s hasty departure 
from the country in September 2021. 
“The state would not have collapsed” 
had President Ashraf Ghani not fled, 
he argued. “Ghani leaving was the col-
lapse of the whole thing.” However, he 
said, it is the US who is primarily to 
blame for what happened to Afghani-
stan. Despite Washington’s promises, 
two decades of war not only failed to 
end terrorism, it gave birth to new ter-
ror groups such as ISIS-K.
Karzai spent 13 years running US-oc-
cupied Afghanistan. By the time he left 
his post in 2014, his government had 
become synonymous with corruption, 
nepotism, and the looting of both state 
assets and US ‘nation-building’ proj-
ects. Afghanistan had been named one 
of the top three most corrupt countries 
in the world by Transparency Interna-
tional. However, the Washington Post 
claims his reputation has improved – 
from that of “an American puppet” to 
an advocate for “a more equitable Af-
ghanistan.” (AGENCIES)

ANKARA: Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan received the credentials of Is-
rael’s new ambassador to Turkiye on 
Tuesday, as the two countries normalize 
ties after four years of strain. Turkiye 
and Israel began improving relations 
with high-level visits this year including 
Israeli President Isaac Herzog’s visit to 
Ankara. They agreed to appoint ambas-
sadors mutually in August. After Israeli 
Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu won elections last month, he 

and Erdogan agreed to “work together 
to create a new era in relations” on a ba-
sis of respect for mutual interests. Irit Lil-
lian, Israeli’s charge d’affaires in Ankara 
since January 2021, became ambassa-
dor after presenting her letter of confi-
dence to Erdogan. Once close regional 
allies, relations between Israel and Tur-
kiye have been strained for more than 
a decade, with Ankara having expelled 
Israel’s ambassador following a 2010 Is-
raeli raid on an aid ship to Gaza, which 

killed 10 Turkish citizens. Diplomatic 
relations were restored in 2016, but two 
years later Turkiye recalled its ambassa-
dor from Israel and expelled the Israeli 
envoy when Israeli forces killed a num-
ber of Palestinians who had taken part 
in protests in the Gaza Strip. Already 
facing criticism on policy before taking 
office, Netanyahu has vowed to govern 
for all Israelis even as he will head one 
of the most right-wing governments in 
the country’s history.  (APP)

Israeli envoy named in Turkiye after years of strain

- Pavel Antov has been found dead at an Indian hotel, two days after a friend died during the same trip
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Food Safety and Halal Food Author-
ity (KP FS&HFA), during a raid in 
Hayatabad area on Tuesday, con-
fiscated over 10,000 kg of adulter-
ated and substandard spices from 
a production unit. The unit was 
producing substandard spices unfit 
for human consumption. The ac-
tion was taken on the directions of 
the Director General KP FS&HFA 
Shahrukh Ali Khan, where a large 
quantity of unhealthy spices was 
seized, according to a statement is-

sued by the KP FS&HFA. During the 
inspection, The Food Safety team 
inspected various food production 
units in the area. According to the 
Food Safety Authority, the spices 
production unit was found in vio-
lation of Food Safety Standard Op-
erating Procedures (SOPs), while 
a range of ingredients, including 
expired spices, banned China Salt, 
and other elements were found on 
the premises for grinding purpos-
es. The Food Safety team sealed the 
premises over severe violations and 

imposed heavy fines on the culprits. 
The statement further said that the 
Authority found the production unit 
very unhygienic. The factory was 
supplying unsafe spices to various 
snack-producing units. The direc-
tor general assured to take strict 
action against the culprits involved 
in such a heinous crime. He directed 
the field teams to regularly monitor 
spices production units along with 
other food-related businesses, so 
that safe and healthy food reaches 
the general public.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The sweet memories of 
charismatic leader Benazir Bhutto, 
who attained the distinction of being 
the first elected women Prime Min-
ister of the Muslim world and twice 
premier of Pakistan, are still alive in 
the hearts and minds of the people of 
Khyber Pakthunkhwa, who remem-
bered her as the true champion of 
democracy, a role model and harbin-
ger of peace. Like other provinces, 
the people, politicians, civil society, 
lawyers, human rights activists, and 
workers of the Pakistan People’s 
Party in Khyber Pakthunkhwa have 
paid glowing tributes to Benazir 
Bhutto Shaheed on the occasion of 
her 15 death anniversary observed 
with great respect and admiration on 

Tuesday. Besides collective prayers, 
Quran Khwani and condolence refer-
ences were also held by PPP workers 
in all districts of KP where speakers 
paid glowing tributes to her political 
and democratic services besides sac-
rifices for the nation. On December 
27, 2007, Benazir Bhutto was assassi-
nated in a gun and bomb attack after 
addressing a mammoth election rally 
at historic Liaquat Bagh Rawalpindi 
that left the entire nation in endless 
mourning and deep shock. ohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed, 54, was one 
of the very few international-stature 
personalities, who embraced mar-
tyrdom while being surrounded by 
a sea of supporters outside Liaquat 
Bagh and immortalized forever. A 
leader of a great quality of head and 
heart with a taste of political know-
how, Benazir Bhutto had left a luxu-
rious life and came to Pakistan after 
an exile on October 18, 2007, with an 
aim to rid the country of dictatorship 
and put it on the path of democracy, 
peace, and development. Despite se-
vere threats to her life, the daughter 
of one of Pakistan’s most charismatic 
politicians and former prime minis-
ter Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, had followed 
the rich tradition of her illustrious 
family and did not flee danger, but 
instead embraced martyrdom by 
not bowing to pessimists and dicta-
torial forces. On October 18, 2007, 
when she arrived in Karachi from 

Dubai, hundreds of thousands of 
her supporters from across Pakistan 
thronged the port city to welcome 
her beloved leader. Even the deadly 
explosion at Karsaz Karachi’s rally 
where about 140 people were killed 
and more than 450 wounded could 
not deter her from political struggle 
as the celebrated leader knew that 
only democracy was a remedy to 
the topsy-turvy setup of the country, 
elimination of terrorism and solution 
of peoples’ problems at that time. 
“Death was meaningless for Benazir 
Bhutto Shaheed as she came to Paki-
stan for the socioeconomic emanci-
pation of poor and underprivileged, 
revival of genuine democracy and 
peace in the country despite severe 
threats to her life,” said Nighat Or-
akzai, Member Provincial Assem-
bly (MPA) while talking to APP. “BB 
Shaheed lived for people and died 
for them,” she said, adding Benazir 
Bhutto always thought about the 
welfare of 222 million Pakistanis 
and openly condemned terrorism 
that cost her life.” She said Benazir 
Bhutto was martyred when she tried 
to restore genuine democracy and 
peace in Pakistan besides bringing 
Muslim countries and the West clos-
er. Nighat said the imperialists and 
inimical forces removed her from the 
political scene in a bid to destabilize 
Pakistan and keep Pakhtoons back-
ward. (APP)
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Benazir Bhutto: A champion of democracy, a harbinger of peace

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 232.7 234.9

China Yuan 32.51 32.76

Japanese Yen 2.25 2.29

Saudi Riyal 64.8 65.4

U.A.E Dirham 68.6 69.2

UK Pound 297.5 300.5

Euro 260.5 263.1

Australian Dollar 153.5 154.75

Canadian Dollar 166.62 167.97

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
152600

Rs. 
139882

Rs. 
133525

Rs. 
114450

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
130800

Rs. 
119899

Rs. 
114450

Rs. 98100

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13080 Rs. 11990 Rs. 11445 Rs. 9810

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
370800

Rs. 
339898

Rs. 
324450

Rs. 
278100

Three Afghan drug smugglers arrested at Torkham

Rain predicted from Dec 28 to 30 in KP

Tank dwellers to have clean drinking  
water soon

Three fraudster women arrested, 
looted money recovered

PESHAWAR: The Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) on Tuesday recovered 
a big consignment of narcotics at 
Torkham Border and arrested three 
Afghan nationals for bringing the 
contraband into Pakistan. The ANF 
spokesman told media at Torkham 
Border that during a search opera-

tion at the border, 36. 5 kg ice drug, 
8.58kg suspected substance and 
7 kg heroin were recovered from 
three Afghan national smugglers. 
The Afghan smugglers and narcot-
ics were taken into custody and cas-
es were registered against the drug 
smugglers.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteo-
rological Department on Tuesday 
predicted a three-day spell of rain 
starting from Wednesday to Fri-
day in most parts of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. According to a notifica-
tion issued by Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA), 
the Regional Met Office Peshawar 
has informed that after a long dry 
spell, a westerly wave has entered 
Northwestern parts of Balochistan 
and is likely to grip most parts of 
the province on Wednesday, the 
28th December (night) and likely to 
persist in upper parts of the prov-
ince till Friday, the 30th December 
(Morning and Noon). Under the in-
fluence of this weather system, light 
to moderate rain with snowfall over 
the hills is expected in most districts 
of the province from 28th (night) to 

the 30th (morning and noon). The 
rain would be beneficial for the 
standing crops especially in Barani 
areas, foggy conditions are likely to 
subside during the forecast period, 
day temperatures are likely to fall 
(05-07) C during the wet spell, and 
snowfall may disrupt normal vehic-
ular traffic in mountainous and hilly 
areas. People are urged to take all 
precautionary measures to avoid 
any loss of life, or damage to infra-
structure and crops, and animals. 
Furthermore, all concerned author-
ities asked to take safety measures. 
Tourists are to be informed about the 
weather forecast, ensure availability 
of all emergency services staff and 
machinery and other resources, and 
all concerned line departments to 
remain vigilant in restoring road 
links. (APP)

TANK: The efforts of the district 
administration to provide all basic 
necessities of life to residents of the 
southern district of Tank mainly the 
potable water in line with the vision 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment have borne fruit. According to 
the district administration, the KP 
government has released Rs 257 
million for 25 drinking water supply 
schemes under the “Least Developed 
Districts Uplift Programme” to pro-
vide clean drinking water to urban 
and rural dwellers of the district. 
“Provision of clean drinking water to 
residents figured high on the prior-
ity list of the district administration 
and the case was thoroughly pur-
sued since I assumed the office, and 
today this long-standing demand of 
the area is going to be fulfilled�as the 
required funds have been released 
for the supply of clean drinking wa-
ter schemes,” Deputy Commissioner 
told media. He said drilling work of 
all these schemes had been success-
fully completed and so far all sourc-
es were located in the sweet zone. 

He said that clean drinking water 
schemes were in progress in Gola/
Naurang, Rodi Khel, Gara Shahbaz, 
Azami, Audal, Khanu, Toran, Sher-
an, Kot Kat, and New Abadi Gul 
Imam. He said the entire work was 
done in a transparent manner and 
an inspection committee has been 
constituted to verify work on the 
site and funds were released upon 
approval of a body that comprised 
relevant officials of the departments 
and assistant commissioners of the 
district administration. Meanwhile, 
the district administration has expe-
dited efforts to complete all the on-
going development projects within 
the scheduled timeline and in this 
regard assistant commissioners and 
other relevant officials have been 
mobilized to undertake visits on a 
daily basis and ensure quality and 
transparency. The district adminis-
tration says a multi-pronged strategy 
was being pursued to accelerate the 
pace of development in the district 
which remained neglected for years. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A woman was deprived 
of her money by three fraudster wom-
en in a Ching-chi rickshaw however 
the police in prompt action arrested 
the cheater women and recovered the 
looted money. According to police, a 
woman lodged a report that she was 
travelling in a Chingchi rickshaw 
when a female passenger woman 
started vomiting. She said another 
woman grabbed her purse during the 
situation and stole Rs 24,000 from the 
purse. She said all three women and 

the driver were involved in stealing 
her money. The police along with lady 
constable staff raided houses in Kachi 
Muhallah and Gharibabad and arrest-
ed the three fraudster women. The ar-
rested women were identified as Zain-
ab, Kainaat, and Ruqayya. The police 
also recovered the stolen money which 
they had distributed among them-
selves. A case was registered against 
them and the recovered amount was 
returned to the complainant woman. 
(APP)

Need stressed to build long term robust resilience in 
response to disastrous climate induced calamities

PESHAWAR: International com-
munity is urged to take destruction 
and damages caused by disastrous 
flooding in Pakistan as a test case 
and initiate practical measures to 
build long-term and robust resilience 
in a manner that we do not have to 
meet emergencies again and again. 
“Rebuilding again after a climate-in-
duced disaster is not the solution that 
can help countries like Pakistan, we 
need to build for the better to with-
stand greater pressures,” observes Dr. 
Arjumand Nizami, Country Director 
Helvetas Pakistan. These views were 
expressed by her in a virtual message 
sent during the recently held Climate 
Change Conference (COP 27) in 
Sharm el-Sheikh. “In a longer term 
we have to rethink and revisit our 
concept of development,” opined Dr. 
Arjumand who has 29 years of work 
experience in development cooper-
ation. The high emitting countries 
need to fast track emission reductions 
and spend more on providing low 
emitting countries with stronger and 
well governed adaption solutions, she 
proposes. “Today its Pakistan, tomor-

row it can be some other country be-
cause there are eight hundred million 
people living in climate hot spots and 
we should not wait for another disas-
ter to happen,” she warned. “Now its 
time for international community to 
actually translate promises made in 
different conferences into action,” Dr. 
Arjumand remarked. Pakistan being 
a badly hit country due to monstrous 
flooding need technical support of 
world community, but not as an act 
of charity but as fair compensation 
of losses particularly from global 
north, she advocates. Disaster of this 
space enhances existing challenges 
of malnutrition, diseases, inefficiency 
in food system, water scarcity, social 
injustices, gender inequalities and 
to overcome these problems which 
we are also facing after recovering 
through the damage wreaked by 
floods, there is a need to built for the 
better to withstand greater pressures, 
she reiterated. Dr. Arjumand also ap-
prised participants about the scale of 
damage and destruction caused by 
unprecedented rainfall and flooding 
in Pakistan. (APP)

Zia supports proposal of trade, investment in 
local currency to overcome dollar crisis

PESHAWAR: Director Pak-Afghan 
Joint Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi 
has supported a proposal of making 
trade and investment in local currency 
to overcome dollar crisis in the coun-
try. In a press statement issued here on 
Tuesday, Zia Sarhadi termed the sug-
gestion made by Chairman Exchange 
Companies of Pakistan, Malik Bostan 
as timely and need of the hour. Malik 
Bostan while addressing a press con-
ference in Karachi had also urged in-
vestors and exporters to do business 
in local currency. Zia said presently, 
an hefty amount of dollar two billion 

are being smuggled to Afghanistan on 
monthly basis, creating a very difficult 
situation for businessmen in Pakistan. 
He advised Federal Minister for Fi-
nance, Ishaq Dar to end the condition 
of trade with Afghanistan in Dollar and 
allow opening of Letter of Credit (LC) 
and trade with neighboring country in 
local currency.  He also endorsed the 
suggestion of Malik Bostan of impos-
ing restriction on banks from transfer-
ring more than one hundred thousands 
dollars abroad on annual basis. The 
government shoul take measures for 
reduction of imports for saving dollars 
in the country, he proposed. (APP)

KPRA to hold taxpayer ceremony
PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Revenue Authority (KPRA) will 
hold a tax-payer appreciation cer-
emony on December 29, at KPRA 
Headquarter 3pm. KPRA officials 

would be given appreciation certif-
icates and cash prizes who played 
a vital role in tax collection; said a 
notification issued here on Tues-
day. (APP)

KP Govt decides deduction from salaries of 3800 teachers
PESHAWAR: The government of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has approved 
deduction from the salaries of 3800 
teachers of BPS-17 and above for 
absence from duty without permis-
sion. The decision was taken during a 
high-level meeting regarding the mon-
itoring mechanism in the Education 
Department held here with Secretary 
Elementary & Secondary Education, 
Muatasim Billah Shah on Tuesday. 
The meeting was convened on the di-
rectives of the Provincial Minister for 

Elementary & Secondary Education, 
Shahram Khan Tarkahi. The meeting 
also decided to hold science exhibi-
tions in all schools after the winter 
vacation. A 10-member committee 
of women officers was constituted 
during the meeting, which will pay vis-
its to girls’ schools across the province 
and check laboratories and cleanliness 
conditions. On finding inactive labora-
tories and poor cleanliness conditions 
will issue suspension orders of the 
concerned officers. (APP)
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The SBP latest projection of GDP growth will fail to meet the 

already-low earlier target range of 3% to 4%., which has been 

blamed on floods and poor performance of the government 

and the bank himself. According to international analysts the 

growth estimate is around 2%. According to SBP’s annual 

report,  growth  rate for the previous financial year stood at 

6%,. The bank blames “a combination of adverse global and 

domestic developments led to the reemergence of macroeco-

nomic imbalances”, for holding it back. The growth figure for 

last year was attributed to the expansion of large-scale man-

ufacturing and improved agricultural output, the crisis of the 

current fiscal year is being partly attributed to the high im-

ports on the back of which that very same industrial expansion 

took place, and crop failures caused by the floods and other 

unavoidable factors. Still, the bank blamed the floods for de-

railing economic stabilisation efforts and causing long-lasting 

economic damage, as agriculture losses will continue effect-

ing the rest of the economy for months to come, while infra-

structure losses may take years to address.

Pakistan’s growth forecast by SBP

Last three months have witnessed a 
string of terror attacks across Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa which should 
have rattled any government. How-
ever, the functionaries, including the 
Chief Minister, seem immersed in 
political shenanigans. Since Pakistan 
Army sanitised the province from the 
scourge of terror in 2020, there was 
a hope that the provincial govern-
ment and bureaucracy would come 
forward to build upon the success of 
Army and FC and corroborate and 
strengthen law enforcement appa-
ratus to a level that terror would not 
return to this critical province. The 
18th Constitutional Amendment has 
actually put the onus of law and or-
der on the shoulders of provinces. 
Despite the fact that Army and FC 
won the war on terror through sweat 
and blood — of course with the help 
of civil armed forces and the brave 
people of K-P — there has been clear 
lowering of guards by the political 
leadership. Is it ineptitude, blatant 
shirking of responsibility or incompe-
tence? This needs to be analysed by 
the K-P government and PTI’s politi-
cal bigwigs who keep harping on the 
need for good governance and merit 
but have miserably failed on ground. 
Use of military instrument in opera-
tions against the scourge of terror can 
only create conducive environment, 
even the strategy of Winning Hearts 
and Minds (WHAM), after the saniti-
sation of areas, needs a positive and 
firm engagement by political leader-
ship — something that seems to be 
half-hearted and even missing. Paki-
stan Army never looked back after 
Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul Fasaad. The 
WHAM operation was also led by the 
Army which opened contested terror 
zones; build road infrastructure to 
ameliorate ease of access to difficult 
areas; bankrolled health and educa-
tion sector in erstwhile FATA; carried 
out training and capacity building of 
Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs), 
especially police and civil administra-
tion; helped tourism return to the sce-
nic valleys of Swat, Kalam, Kaghan, 
Shogran and Kumrat resulting in the 
K-P government earning a handsome 

revenue as tourists flooded the men-
tioned areas from across Pakistan. 
Apparently the K-P government lost 
sight of the possibility of return of 
terrorism into the province and was 
caught napping.
ReliefWeb is a humanitarian infor-
mation portal founded in 1996. The 
portal now hosts more than 720,000 
humanitarian situation reports, press 
releases, evaluations, guidelines, as-
sessments, maps and infographics. 
ReliefWeb operates under the banner 
of United Nations Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA). OCHA’s Country Office is in 
Islamabad, and field offices are locat-
ed in Peshawar, K-P; Lahore, Punjab; 
and Karachi, Sindh. Its recent report 
titled ‘Killings, abductions fuel fear 
of Taliban return in North-West Paki-
stan’ points towards the K-P govern-
ment’s lethargy in tackling the return 
of terror networks in the province. 
The report quotes various cases of re-
turn of terrorism in K-P. This includes 
the killing of eight people by the out-
lawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan on 
September 13; an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) attack on a vehicle 
which killed a former member of 
the peace committee, Idrees Khan, 
and two policemen; on the same day, 
seven international cellular company 
staffers were allegedly abducted from 
Swat by militants demanding ran-
som worth Rs10 million equivalent to 
$42,303 approximately. Interesting-
ly, the PTI bigwigs have been crying 
hoarse: Murad Saeed, a former feder-
al minister and lawmaker from Swat, 
told IPS that he has led a campaign 
to get the government to put brakes 
on militants before they establish 
themselves and there was a repeat 
of the situation like in 2007 when the 
group killed soldiers, singers and op-
ponents. “The militants are coming 
from neighboring Afghanistan … The 
Taliban are sending threatening let-
ters to people for extortion. They are 
kidnapping people for ransom,” said 
Saeed, warning that the residents 
would march to Islamabad unless the 
situation changes. “We need peace 
and prosperity and want the security 

agencies to stop the militants.”
It’s unfortunate that Saeed is address-
ing the federal government and not 
the K-P authorities to improve law 
and order in the province. The report 
goes on to emphasise that Swat was 
ruled unlawfully by TTP from 2007 to 
2010, when its militants were evicted 
through a military operation. K-P, one 
of Pakistan’s four provinces, shares a 
long border with the violence-strick-
en Afghanistan. Following the Tali-
ban’s rise to power in Afghanistan last 
year, militants started reappearing 
in Swat and other border areas. On 
August 10, the Taliban captured two 
officers, including one from police, 
in the nearby mountains of Swat and 
released their videos. Later, both were 
freed after a committee of local elders 
met the militants.
More recently, ANP leader Aimal Wali 
Khan held a press conference after 
Bannu terror attack and asked the 
PTI leadership as to why the law and 
order situation in K-P was worsening, 
like in 2008, and how come sitting 
ministers were funding the Taliban 
militants within K-P. There is a need to 
conduct an inquiry into any relations 
between the K-P government and the 
Pakistani Taliban.
A comparison of the CTD Punjab with 
K-P suggests that the latter has been 
underfunded and less trained, despite 
the general impression that the K-P 
government has worked wonders in 
areas of civil bureaucracy and gov-
ernance. If one looks at the activities 
of the K-P Chief Minister and the 
ministers responsible for law enforce-
ment, over the past three months, it 
becomes clear that their focus is on 
party politics and dealing with the 
‘specter of terror’ has taken a back-
seat during their time in office. Paki-
stan can ill afford such attitudes and 
apathy towards responsibility. Should 
the federal government and the estab-
lishment impose an emergency in K-P, 
once again, to uproot the scourge of 
terror from K-P? This is a million dol-
lars question.

Courtesy: 
The Express Tribune
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Is K-P government failing to tackle terror?
— By Adeela Naureen/Waqar K Kauravi

It is a common belief that an MBBS 
degree is one of the hardest to pursue 
academically, and, therefore, it would 
not be baseless to claim that the pre-
MBBS studies are just as hard com-
pared to other courses at that academ-
ic level. In order to study for an MBBS 
in Pakistan, you need to know you 
are going into that field from grade 
IX, especially for the students whose 
parents put them in schools following 
the Cambridge University system, also 
known as the Cambridge Assessment 
International Education (CAIE).
This is something I learned this year 
after having to swallow a bitter pill. 
Owing to the Covid pandemic, the A 
level batch of 2022 had a very trying 
2021-22 term. Not only did our study 
start in July, but in the midst of our 
preparations for our final year exam-
inations, we also had to sit our first 
year examinations. Resultantly, we 
did not have much time left to study 
the whole syllabus. As a result, A level 
MBBS hopefuls threw ourselves in the 
local Intermediate syllabus as soon as 
we finished our A2 examinations. We 
worked tirelessly for our AS, A2 and 
then medical and dental college ad-
mission test (MDCAT) in one continu-
ous chain.Owing to the ticking clock, 
we did not have much time for any 
extra study, so we stuck to the syllabus 
and the Punjab and federal board text-
books on which the test was supposed 
to be based.One month before the 
MDCAT, one of the biggest examina-
tions deciding our future, we received 
word that the examination was now 
being conducted on a provincial basis, 
with each province preparing its own 
syllabus and question paper. However, 
we did not give up and did not waste 
any time in studying strictly the sylla-
bus from the books of an entirely dif-
ferent education board. It is crucial to 
know that there is a huge difference 
in information among federal, Punjab 
and Sindh board textbooks. Intermedi-
ate students had prepared from these 
textbooks for three years and had sat 

several examinations on the basis of 
that particular syllabus.
In contrast, aspirants from the CAIE 
stream just had a month to prepare, 
and yet we completed the syllabus 
to the best of our abilities. Finally, we 
appeared for MDCAT feeling confi-
dent despite the fact that the Pakistan 
Medical Commission (PMC) had been 
throwing at us continuous curveballs.
However, the PMC had one last ball left 
for us; one which we could not in any 
way attempt to play, for it was too fast 
and wholly unexpected. There were 
at least 30 multiple-choice questions 
(MCQs) that were out-of-syllabus, 10 
MCQs whose answers were wrong 
in the answer keys, and two MCQs 
whose correct answers were not giv-
en in the options provided. The more 
level-headed students attempted to 
solve the rest of the paper as flawless-
ly as they could, while the more anx-
iety-driven ones started losing marks 
even on questions they knew very well. 
When the answer keys were released 
the next day, the students totalled their 
score and there was a significant gap 
between the scores of Intermediate 
and CAIE students. Furthermore, the 
PMC and the conducting universities 
refused to acknowledge their mistake. 
Why should we, the CAIE students, 
suffer just because our parents put us 
in the Cambridge system rather than 
the local one when we were young? 
Why was there a change in syllabus 
about just a month before the test? 
Why should we be forced to enrol 
in any school other than our dream 
school, or have to plan to be a dentist 
rather than a physician just because 
we followed official instructions? We 
have evidence of out-of-syllabus ques-
tions and the wrong answer keys, yet 
the PMC and the government refuse to 
acknowledge their follies. Is the youth 
not the future of Pakistan? Are we not 
the youth? The students demand an 
answer to each of these questions. We 
demand justice.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today

MDCAT exam and frustration
— By: SYEDA SUKAINA KAZMI

Climate Change
According to the United Nations, 
the average global temperature has 
increased by 1.1 Celsius since 1750-
1900 when humans first began burn-
ing large amounts of fossil fuels. Al-
though governments have pledged to 
cut emissions to keep temperatures 
below 1.5 Celsius, they have failed to 
take concerted action. Pakistan ini-
tiated the Ten Billion Tree Tsunami 

project, which received global praise. 
However, this is not enough to reduce 
or limit the impact of climate change 
on the country. The government 
must build dams and improve gla-
cier water storage. Mass awareness 
campaigns to inform people about 
emerging climate challenges and 
equip them with the necessary ap-
paratus to deal with climate-related 
emergencies is extremely important. 

In the coming years, climate emer-
gencies are expected to intensify and 
severely affect human lives. There-
fore, our government must form a 
long-term strategy to cope with cli-
mate change. It must seek assistance 
from international organisations and 
countries to build climate-resilient 
infrastructure and take other neces-
sary measures
– Yaqoob Khan, Mardan

Letters to the Editor

The US is pursuing a global campaign 
to try and contain the rise of China. To 
do so, the Joe Biden administration has 
sought to enlist allies and has signifi-
cantly pushed for transatlantic cooper-
ation. Because of the war in Ukraine, 
Washington has been able to place 
growing pressure on European coun-
tries to enlist in anti-China goals, par-
ticularly through institutions such as 
NATO.  While such requests have been 
relatively easy for vassal states such as 
the UK to follow the US’ demands, as 
a whole the countries of the EU have 
been more hesitant in signing up to 
Washington’s agenda, even as certain 
institutional leaders as such as Europe-
an Commission President Ursula Von 
Der Leyden increasingly parrot such 
rhetoric. Perhaps clearer among Amer-
ican goals is the demand that Europe 
also follows the US in “strategic decou-
pling” against China and reinforcing 
its ever growing embargo of high end 
technologies to the country. Should Eu-
rope follow suit with such decoupling? 
And is it in the European interest to 
do so? The answer could not be more 
clear than European leaders them-
selves, with German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz having made a publicized visit 
to Beijing in November, who was soon 
followed by President of the European 
Council Charles Michel. The messages 
of both of these leaders were identical, 
and very clear, that the “decoupling” 
pushed by the US, and the forced re-

vision of the international order into 
a Cold War style confrontation, is not 
in the interests of Europe. But the US 
does not show much interest in listen-
ing. Recent news articles detail its at-
tempt to coerce the Netherland’s world 
class and leading Lithography firm, 
ASML, to follow US rules and ban the 
export of machines which make chips 
under 14nm nodes to China, to make 
recent sanctions it imposed ironclad. 
The firm’s executives have always 
been very outspoken about this coer-
cive behaviour from the US, pointing 
out that China is one of their largest 
markets and such sanctions will not 
only deprive the company of that, but 
also accelerate China’s resolve to de-
velop the technology themselves and 
impose long-term damage on the com-
pany. But this is only one small aspect 
as to how the push for “decoupling”, or 
what we might call “strategic central-
ization” is hurting Europe. The current 
foreign policy strategy of the US has 
grown to reject globalization as it now 
believes it creates an international en-
vironment of which dilutes and under-
mines American power by strengthen-
ing “competitor” states. As such, one 
of American key foreign policy goals, 
which began with Donald Trump, has 
been to instigate geopolitical conflict 
to recentralize US power over its allies 
and force them to decouple from eco-
nomic engagement with these states, 
in particular, Russia and China, aiming 

to fill the gap with itself. Concerning 
the Ukraine war, the US has pushed 
European countries to end their ener-
gy relationships with Russia, instead 
selling them its own liquid natural 
gas products at much higher prices, 
while also ensuring its Military-Indus-
trial complex profits from the growing 
arms sales and security realignment. 
But more so has been the fact that 
surging energy prices throughout the 
continent has taken a grave toll against 
industrial productivity and led to a phe-
nomenon which many commentators 
have described as “de-industrializa-
tion,” that is the erosion of Europe’s 
own business and industrial capacity 
by promoting the US as a more benefi-
cial destination. Several acts of the US 
congress recent passed, such as the In-
flation Reduction Act, have made this 
trend worse by initiating in large scale 
protectionist subsidies which further 
hurt European competitiveness. The 
Biden administration has long stated 
that its goal is to realign strategic sup-
ply chains into the US, as it is doing 
with semiconductors, and this comes 
at the logical expense of allies being 
“hollowed out”. As another example, 
outside of Europe, what will the mas-
sive US investment in domestic chip 
capacity do to chip-making hubs such 
as Taiwan island, South Korea and Ja-
pan? 
Courtesy:
Global Times

America First’ means everyone else last
— By James Smith
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s energy sec-
tor needs investments ranging from 
US$62 billion to US$155 billion until 
the 2030, according to a report titled 
“CAREC Energy Outlook 2030”, re-
cently released by the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB). The energy in-
vestment needs until 2030 vary with 
estimates ranging from $62 billion 
to $155 billion. The most significant 
investments are required in the pow-
er generation and energy efficiency 
sectors because of the rapidly grow-
ing demand and low baseline effi-
ciency, the report added. One of the 
objectives of this report is to present 
a detailed overview and analysis of 
future energy market trends in Pa-
kistan. For this purpose, three ar-

eas were developed considering the 
country’s regulatory framework, 
technological development and con-
sumer preferences. The three areas 
include business-as-usual (project-
ed energy supply and demand, with 
current energy system and policies), 
government commitments (project-
ed energy supply and demand, con-
sidering individual priorities of the 
Government of Pakistan) and green 
growth (projected energy supply 
and demand, considering enhanced 
energy transition and environmen-
tal policies). In all three areas and 
scenarios, the largest investments 
are needed for the development of 
the country’s hydropower capacity, 
ranging from $11 billion to $26 bil-

lion, the report added. Investment 
needs for wind and solar energy are 
expected to reach nearly $12 billion 
in the BAU scenario, $36 billion in 
Government Commitments scenario, 
and $57 billion in the Green Growth 
scenario, which illustrate the coun-
try’s ambitious plans for harnessing 
its large renewable energy potential. 
Moreover, in accordance with the 
country’s targets for nuclear power 
generation, investments needed for 
the expansion and rehabilitation of 
nuclear facilities account for near-
ly $12 billion in the BAU scenar-
io, $21 billion in the Government 
Commitments scenario, and $31 bil-
lion in the Green Growth scenario.  
(Agencies)
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Secretary Housing inspects ongoing  
development projects

Martyrdom anniversary of Benazir being observed

Work begins on construction of FIC general 
cardiology ward

EPA public hearing of Golf Flora held

DEO for improved physical fitness  
of rescue officials

Sarah Khan marks husband Falak Shabir’s 
birthday in style

Sanjrani inaugurates IT Complex in Parliament House

Federal Capital’s LG elections postponed

Secretary PES visits Murree to review  
arrangements finalized for snowfall season

Mega project for supply of clean drinking 
water under way: DC

MULTAN: Secretary Housing South 
Punjab Muhammad Asif Chaudhry 
visited different areas of the city to 
review progress on the ongoing de-
velopment projects here on Tuesday. 
Accompanied by Managing Direc-
tor Water and Sanitation Agency 
(WASA) Jawad Kaleemullah and 
Deputy Secretary Malik Zahid Iqbal, 
the Secretary Housing Muhammad 
Asif Chaudhry visited Nawabpur 
road and BCG Chowk to inspect on-
going development projects. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Muhammad 
Asif Chaudhry directed officers 
concerned to speed up pace for ear-
ly completion of the development 
projects. He said that special focus 
would be paid to the delayed devel-

opment projects and warned officers 
concerned to ensure good quality 
material adding that no negligence 
would be tolerated in this context. 
Giving briefing to Secretary of Hous-
ing, the MD WASA Jawad Kaleemul-
lah said that the sewerage project of 
Nawabpur road has been completed 
as a water supply line was being laid 
before the completion of the road 
construction. He said that phase one 
of BCG Chowk sewerage project has 
been completed where 1,500 feet of 
new sewerage line of 42 inches has 
been laid so far. He told the Secre-
tary of Housing that construction of 
the road will start after the new sew-
erage line which would be completed 
soon. (APP)

GARHI KHUDA BUX BHUTTO: A 
large number of people from differ-
ent walks of life paid rich tributes to 
former prime minister Benazir Bhut-
to on her 15th martyrdom anniversa-
ry, being observed here on Tuesday. 
The day began with Quran Khawani 
at her mausoleum here, where a large 
number of people, including workers 
and office bearers of the Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) are present to 
pay their respect to Shaheed Benazir 
Bhutto. Men, women and children 

are carrying the flags of the PPP and 
chanting the slogans of ‘Zinda hay 
Benazir zinda hay’, ‘Charoon soboon 
ki zanjir Benazir Benazir’, and ‘Jeay 
Bhutto’. A big public meeting would 
also be held here later in the day to 
mark the occasion. The venue of the 
public meeting has been decorated 
with the banners and flags of the PPP. 
As many as 50 welcome camps have 
been setup, besides 80 walk-through 
gates and other security measures at 
the entry points. (Agencies)

FAISALABAD: Construction work 
has begun on General Cardiology 
Ward of Faisalabad Institute of Cardi-
ology (FIC). Medical Superintendent 
(MS) Dr Sajid Mehmood FIC said 
that the ward would consist of 65 
beds and constructed at third floor of 
FIC building with an estimated cost 
of Rs150 million. He said that the 

project would be completed within 
6-month with the help of philanthro-
pists. The MS said that at present, 
FIC had capacity of 250 beds which 
was not sufficient for heart patients. 
He said that with the construction of 
this ward the capacity of FIC would 
reach to 315 which would provide re-
lief to the heart patients. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) 
on Tuesday held a public hearing of 
the environmental impact assess-
ment (EIA) report of the multistory 
residential project here which was 
participated by a large number of 
civil society members. The public 
hearing was presided over by Deputy 
Director, EIA and Monitoring Khalid 
Mehmood along with the represen-
tatives of the Imarat Group of Com-
panies proposing the project. The 
public hearing under the Pakistan 
Environmental Protection Act, 1997 
and review of IEE/EIA Regulations, 
2000 includes a detailed account of 
existing environmental conditions, 
a project description, an analysis of 
the impacts and proposed mitigation 
measures to be implemented during 
the project execution. Speaking on 
the occasion, the project proponent 

informed that there were 15 projects 
of the Imarat Group of Companies 
out of which eight schemes were giv-
en approval by the EPA. He said the 
health safety requirements compli-
ance was mandatory for project im-
plementation and the Imarat Group 
was considering all such formalities 
seriously. The project proponent 
was of the view that the project land 
was procured by Imarat Group from 
Bahria Town which was approved by 
the Capital Development Authority. 
He suggested that the society should 
be held accountable among other 
mega housing societies to ensure 
environment conservation. The proj-
ect intends to deliver a unique ex-
perience with its close proximity to 
Bahria Golf Course through luxury 
apartments, including a family club, 
infinity pool, emergency response fa-
cilities and shopping centres. (APP)

MULTAN: Rescue 1122 District Emer-
gency Officer (DEO) Dr Kaleemullah 
directed the officers concerned to im-
prove their physical fitness and adopt 
the latest safety techniques for better 
performance. Presiding over a meet-
ing to review annual performance 
of the department here on Tuesday, 
the DEO said that the meeting was 
being conducted to bring more im-
provement in performance of the de-
partment in order to provide relief to 
masses during emergencies. He said 

that different courses would be con-
ducted to improve physical fitness of 
the officials, and they would be intro-
duced to the latest safety techniques 
for quick response in emergencies. 
He added that the department would 
continue its efforts for facilitating 
masses by protecting their lives and 
properties. He urged the masses to 
avoid travelling during fog in order to 
prevent mishaps and asked them to 
contact helpline 1122 in case of any 
emergency. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Vocal powerhouse Falak 
Shabir, known for his charismatic per-
sonality, soulful tracks, and electrifying 
concerts, celebrated his 38th birthday 
with his wife Sarah Khan, and daugh-
ter Alyana Falak. This time around, the 
‘Wabaal’ sensation made sure to cele-
brate her husband’s birthday in a simple 
yet elegant manner, and needless to say, 
the birthday was definitely memorable. 
Turning to her official social media han-
dle, Khan gave major couple goals as 

she shared a snippet of intimate celebra-
tion and cake-cutting moments. Shabir 
also took to his Instagram handle and 
expressed gratitude towards his queen 
for making his day unforgettable, “I 
don’t like fancy birthday celebrations. 
Thanks begum Sarah Khan and beti”, 
the heartthrob penned while sharing 
the heartfelt video on his Insta reel. The 
snippet went viral on social media, and 
garnered thousands of likes, comments, 
and loved-up wishes for the celebrity 
couple as well as baby Alyana. On the 
professional front, Khan has been riding 
high on success for her exceptional per-
formance in the drama serial ‘Wabaal’ 
while Shabir gears up to cast a musical 
spell on Karachi’s audience with an en-
chanting live concert. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani Tuesday 
inaugurated the recently established 
IT Complex in the Parliament House. 
Director General (IT) Senate, Syed 
Asim Raza apprised the Chairman 
about the current IT projects under-
taken as a part of Chairman’s initia-
tive of Digital Parliamentary Frame-
work, which consists of upgradation 
of IT Infrastructure, Automation of 
Parliamentary Processes and Citizen 
Centric IT services. The Chairman 
was briefed that the newly estab-
lished IT Complex was comprising 
on Telecasting Cell, Software De-
velopment Hall, Helpdesk, IT Store 
and Workshop. Sadiq Sanjrani also 
inaugurated the project of Digita-
lization of Analog Video Record of 

the Senate Proceedings. Chairman 
Senate appreciated and lauded the 
efforts of IT Directorate. Speaking 
on the occasion, the Chairman Sen-
ate said that the ICT had revolution-
ized the functioning of institutions of 
high public importance. Parliament, 
to this end, needs to rely more and 
more on information technology 
to facilitate the people, he said. He 
underlined that Parliament was a 
forum, where the will of the people 
was residing and the synergy of ICT 
made it convenient for the people to 
communicate and interact with their 
representatives directly. He further 
said that our aim was to galvanize 
the Parliament’s functioning by in-
troducing state of art ICT services.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) here on 
Tuesday deferred the Local Gov-
ernment elections scheduled for Is-
lamabad Capital Territory (ICT) on 
December 31 following the increase 
in the number of Union Councils 
from 101 to 125. A five-member 
bench headed by Chief Election 
Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja 
announced the verdict reserved ear-
lier the day after hearing the argu-
ments of the counsels of Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N), 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) and the govern-
ment. Advocate General Jenangir 
Jadoon and Former Attorney Gener-
al Ashtar Ausaf appeared before the 
bench on behalf of the government. 
Babar Awan and Ali Nawaz Awan 
represented the PTI. Mian Aslam ar-
gued before the bench of behalf of 
Jamat-e-Islami (JI). The PML-N in 
its application, submitted to Islam-
abad High Court (IHC), pleaded to 

delay LG polls in the federal capital 
on the pretext of an increase in the 
number of union councils. After lis-
tening to all the parties in this case 
the ECP announced to postpone lo-
cal government elections in Islam-
abad. The former Attorney General 
Ashtar Ausaf told the court that the 
Islamabad administration had rec-
ommended to increase the number 
of UCs in the federal capital pop-
ulation. Ashtar Ausaf argued that 
the increase in union councils was 
inevitable due to the increase in the 
population of the federal capital. 
Ashtar, to a question, replied that 
the Statistics Division has conveyed 
the increase in the population of the 
federal capital and Islamabad High 
Court has also admitted the surge 
in population of the federal capital. 
Ashtar said the federal government 
has already given legal cover to in-
creased UCs. ECP is now required 
to conduct delimitation of constitu-
encies afresh. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Secretary, Pun-
jab Emergency Service (PES), Res-
cue-1122 Dr Rizwan Naseer on Tues-
day visited Murree and reviewed the 
emergency plan prepared to deal 
with any emergency during snow-
fall. The secretary reviewed all the 
arrangements finalized for Murree 
district and checked measures taken 
to give a quick response in case of 
any emergency. The District Emer-
gency Officer (DEO) Murree gave a 
briefing regarding the plan during a 
meeting held at the District Head-
quarters, Murree. Provincial Moni-
toring Officer, Ayaz Aslam, Head of 
Information and Community Safety, 
Diba Shahnaz, Regional Emergen-
cy Officer Dr Abdul Rehman, DEO 
Murree, Engineer Sibghat Ullah, 

Control Room in-charge and Rescue 
and Safety Officer Murree also at-
tended the meeting. Dr Rizwan Na-
seer on the occasion also observed 
mock drills by the district staff to 
deal with emergencies during snow-
fall. The secretary was informed that 
the purpose of deploying resources 
at strategic locations was to respond 
to blizzard and snow emergencies 
in a timely and effective manner. 
District Murree Rescuers and Com-
munity Emergency Response Teams 
actively participated in the exercise. 
The secretary inspected the deploy-
ment of the rescuers and emergency 
vehicles at 14 strategic emergency 
points and emergency facility cen-
ters established at various locations 
in Murree. (APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Abdullah Khurram Niazi said on 
Tuesday that the mega project for sup-
ply of clean drinking water under the 
Punjab Intermediate Cities Improve-
ment Investment Programme (PICI-
IP) was going on in the city. While 
addressing the development review 
meeting he said, apart from the re-
placement of rotten water supply pipe-
lines in various Union Councils (UCs) 
of the city, the completion of seven 
new water tanks were also in final 
stage. During the next four-week, the 
water supply project would formal-

ly be inaugurated at UC Muhammad 
Pura, he added. The meeting was at-
tended by Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Revenue) Rizwan Mehmood, 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Finance and Planning) Syeda Ami-
na Maududi, Deputy Director Devel-
opment Raja Yasir, Assistant Director 
Development Mohsin Ali Riaz, Chief 
Officer Municipal Corporation Sialkot 
Faisal Shehzad, Chief Officer District 
Council Ulfat Shahzad, XEN PHED 
Rana Abrar, SDA Saim Khan and lo-
cal officials of concerned departments 
were also present. (APP)

Two die in 
bus-van collision

17 booked over fraud 
charges during crackdown

Bid to smuggle 100  
wheat flour bags foiled

NHMP holds ceremo-
ny to commemorate 

Christmas

ISLAMABAD: At least two people 
died while three others were injured 
in a collision between bus and carry 
van, near Kallar Kahar on Tuesday. 
According to a statement issued by 
National Highways and Motorway 
Police (NHMP), Deputy Inspector 
General of Police Motorway North 
Zone, Muhammad Yousaf Malik 
along with personnel reached the 
spot and started rescue operations 
immediately. The DIGP issued or-
ders to take strict action against the 
driver and the bus company. Ac-
cording to preliminary information, 
the accident occurred due to negli-
gence of the bus driver while further 
investigation was underway. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Commission-
er, Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) 
along with Assistant Commission-
er Industrial area, booked 17 over 
fraud charges at Excise and Taxa-
tion Office (ETO) and shifted them 
to police station here on Tuesday. 
According to statement issued here, 
a crackdown was organized against 
the tout mafia outside the ETO. 
Speaking on the occasion, Deputy 
Commissioner Irfan Nawaz Memon 
said that touts were seen roaming 
freely and extorting money from ap-
plicants by using different tactics to 
get their work done. He said, “Appli-
cants are requested to directly reach 
out to ETO officers with documen-
tation and contact higher officials in 
case of inconvenience.” (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
in an operation here on Tuesday 
foiled a bid to smuggle wheat flour 
and seized 100 bags. According to a 
district administration spokesman, 
the authorities of the food depart-
ment along with Naseerabad police 
conducted a raid and rounded up 
a driver namely Shah Zaman on 
recovery of 100 wheat bags from 
his possession. He said, the Food 
Department Rawalpindi and dis-
trict police on the directives of the 
authorities concerned were strict-
ly monitoring all the exit points of 
Rawalpindi district to foil wheat and 
flour smuggling bids.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Highways 
and Motorways Police (NHMP) orga-
nized a ceremony at Drivers Licensing 
Authority to commemorate Christ-
mas here on Tuesday. Addressing 
the participants of the occasion, For-
mer Inspector General of Police and 
President of Minority Commission 
Dr Shoaib Suddle said,”The purpose 
of celebrating Christmas is to spread 
love, brotherhood, tolerance, non-vi-
olent behavior and advocated selfless 
services for humanity. “ In his address, 
DIG Asghar Yousafzai appreciated the 
role of the Christian community and 
highlighted the importance of inter-
faith harmony. He extended Christ-
mas and New Year’s greetings and 
expressed hope that believers of all 
religions would make efforts with the 
spirit of brotherhood for progress and 
development of the country.(APP)

Pakistan’s energy sector needs up to $155b investment until 
2030: Report
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President upholds order to grant due share to sisters in inherited property

2023 Happy Chinese New Year Press Conference goes live

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has upheld the orders of the Federal 
Ombudsman for Protection against 
Harassment of Women at Workplace 
(FOSPAH) to grant four sisters their 
due share in the inherited property be-
longing to their deceased father after 
putting the property for open auction 
or sale and the proceeds to be distrib-
uted among all the siblings. The Pres-
ident gave these orders under the En-
forcement of Women’s Property Rights 
Act, 2019 in a case where four sisters 
had complained to FOSPAH that their 
brothers had declined to give their in-

herited right of share in the property of 
their deceased father and had prayed 
that their respective shares should be 
given to them. The President in his de-
cision observed that the brother along 
with other legal heirs of the deceased 
had signed a statement agreeing to en-
ter into an amicable settlement, accord-
ing to which the property in question, 
a house in Rawalpindi, would be eval-
uated through a commission appoint-
ed by FOSPAH to evaluate the market 
value of the said property. After fixing 
the market value of the said house, ev-
ery sharer of the house would be given 

his or her due share as per the shariah 
share and also all the expenses made 
would be adjusted whoever had spent 
duly. The President underscored that 
such an amicable settlement could not 
be brushed aside at the desire and in-
stance of a single signatory whereas all 
others were owning and accepting the 
same settlement. He further stated that 
it was a well-settled principle of law 
that a person cannot blow hot and cold 
and a person having a choice between 
two courses of conduct is to be treated 
as having made an election from which 
he cannot resile. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Cultural Office of 
the Embassy of the People’s Republic 
of China and China Cultural Center in 
Pakistan organized a live 2023 Happy 
Chinese New Year Press Conference 
which was attended by senior journal-
ists from renowned Pakistani media 
groups, newspapers, and TV Chan-
nels at the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China in Islamabad. The 
2023 Happy Chinese New Year Press 
Conference was held in Beijing. Gao 
Zheng, Director General of the Inter-
national Exchange and Cooperation 
Bureau, the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of China, vice-president and 
secretary-general of the China Interna-
tional Culture Association; Zhao Cong, 
head of China National Traditional Or-
chestra, and well-known pianist Lang 
Lang, cultural ambassador of the 2023 
Happy Chinese New Year, attended the 
conference, introducing the 2023 Hap-
py Chinese New Year activities.
Gao said the Happy Chinese New 
Year, an annual brand activity held to 
celebrate Spring Festival, has taken 
off in recent years and is increasingly 
becoming an important platform for 
China to share Chinese culture with 
people from all over the world. The 
2023 Happy Chinese New Year will be 
guided by the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of China and hosted by Chi-
na International Culture Association. 
Various online and offline activities, 
including music concerts, temple fairs, 
and parades, will cover the globe.The 
press conference also released the 
mascot of 2023 Happy Chinese New 
Year. As the coming Chinese New Year 
is the Year of the Rabbit, the mascot, 

designed by the Central Academy of 
Fine Arts, is a cute rabbit with long 
ears based on the shape of a lucky bag. 
China will be celebrating the 2023 tra-
ditional Chinese New Year, generally 
known as the “Chinese Spring Festi-
val” on Sunday, January 22nd, 2023 
which will last until February 9th, 2023. 
It is one of the most important and big-
gest festivals in traditional Chinese cul-
ture, and one of the longest holidays, 
lasting up to 7 days. Chinese New year 
is celebrated in China as well as neigh-
boring countries like Singapore, Ma-
laysia, Thailand, the Philippines, South 

Korea, and all around the world where 
there are Chinese communities. In 
Pakistan, there are thousands of Chi-
nese who have lived there for various 
periods of time. They will also be cel-
ebrating the festival in its full cultural 
and traditional spirit. Many similarities 
exist between Chinese New Year and 
Pakistan’s religious Eid Festival. Both 
are based on the lunar calendar and 
are one of the most important and big-
gest festivals in their societies and both 
are family-centric festivals.Xing Lijun, 
the Second Secretary of the Cultural 
Office of the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China in Pakistan briefed 
the Pakistani media about the 2023 
Happy Chinese New Year and upcom-
ing events in connection with the cele-
bration of the Chinese Spring Festival. 
He also highlighted the Pak China 
Cultural exchange programs with the 
Pakistani journalists’ community. He 
informed that the year 2023 is a year 
of Rabbit as per Chinese Lunar calen-
dar. Furthermore, Xing said the cul-
tural bonds existing between the two 
nations were strong enough to support 
our everlasting friendship. This rela-
tionship will expand into all domains 
of Pakistani life and grow further with 
the passing of each day.
The Cultural Office of the Embassy of 
China, People’s Republic of China, and 
China Cultural Center in Pakistan will 
comprehensively utilize all the human 
resources in the future to showcase 
Chinese history, culture and tourism 
and will continue to make relentless 
efforts for a new chapter of China-Pa-
kistan friendship, said a news release. 
(APP)

PPP carries forward Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s  
mission of strengthening democracy: Shazia Marri

Farmers can earn huge profits by cultivating 
oil crops: Dr Sajjad Mehmood

NDMA issues advisory amid light rain & 
snowfall forecast for Balochistan, KP

1.48m children to be administered polio drops: DC

IHC hands over kids to Polish mothers

PM condemns misuse of Punjab anti-Corruption 
for political vendetta

Nine illegal arms holders arrested during 
crackdown

CDA to auction 58 plots in January 2023

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Poverty 
Alleviation and Social Safety Shazia 
Marri on Tuesday said Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) upholds the mission 
of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhut-
to to ensure the supremacy of democ-
racy for which she sacrificed her life. 
In a video message, Shazia Marri said 
December 27 marks the 15th martyr-
dom anniversary of Shaheed Mohtar-
ma Benazir Bhutto. “On this day, we 
visit the tomb of Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto to pay homage to the 
lady who had been fighting all her 
life for democracy, human rights, and 
economic rights of people in Paki-
stan.” Shazia Marri said on Decem-
ber 27, 2007, Benazir Bhutto made 

a great sacrifice for the sake of the 
nation while fighting terrorism in the 
country. Many PPP workers were also 
martyred on the same day; but even 
today, Peoples Party is committed to 
the mission of its martyred leader, she 
added. The minister said the Benazir 
Income Support Programme is asso-
ciated with the name of Benazir Bhu-
tto, a programme that she herself had 
dreamt of. She wanted poor families 
to be given some kind of help so that 
they could lead dignified life in soci-
ety. This programme, which provides 
income support to 8.5 million poor 
families, was started by former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari after her martyr-
dom, she said. (APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Director Agricul-
ture Extension Dr. Sajjad Mehmood 
has said that the government of Paki-
stan spends a lot of foreign exchange 
annually on the import of edible oil. 
He said farmers could earn huge prof-
its by cultivating oil crops and could 
make the country self-sufficient in 
edible oil production. He expressed 
these views while addressing a large 
gathering of farmers in Kalasswala 
here on Tuesday. The main objective 
of the gathering was to attract farm-
ers towards sunflower cultivation, 
he added. Assistant Director Sajjad 
Haider, Agriculture Officer Kalass-
wala Ashfaq Ahmad Wirk and Agri-
culture Officer Chohan Muhammad 

Kamran Bajwa also expressed their 
views on the occasion. Deputy Direc-
tor Agriculture Extension Dr. Sajjad 
Mehmood said that the suitable time 
for sunflower cultivation had started 
in Sialkot district. According to the 
recommendations of the Department 
of Agriculture, more than 20 tons per 
acre could be obtained by using quali-
ty seeds and fertilizers. Those farmers 
who could not cultivate wheat in time 
due to any reason, sunflower cultiva-
tion would be profitable for them, he 
remarkedDr Sajjad said that the staff 
of the Agriculture Department was 
always ready to support those farm-
ers, who want to cultivate sunflower.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) on 
Tuesday issued an advisory based on 
the Pakistan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) report that has predict-
ed rain and snowfall in the Western 
and North Western regions of Ba-
lochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP). “According to the PMD, a west-
erly wave has entered the North-
western parts of Balochistan and 
is likely to grip upper and central 
parts of the country on December 
28 (night) and continue till the next 
day”, NDMA news release said. Un-
der the influence of this weather sys-
tem, rainfall and snowfall (in hilly ar-
eas) is expected in different parts of 
the country, including: Quetta, Zhob, 
Barkhan, Ziarat, Nokkundi, Dalban-
din, Harani, Qillah Saifullah, Qillah 

Abdullah, Chaman, Pishin, Gwadar, 
Jiwani, Turbat, Panjgur, Kalat, Khu-
zdar, Sibbi, Naseerabad and Lasbel-
la on December 27 (evening/night) 
to December 29. Moreover, light to 
moderate rain (with snowfall over 
the hills) has also been forecast for 
Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan, Chitral, Dir, 
Swat, Malakand, Kohistan, Manseh-
ra, Abbottabad,Haripur, Mardan, Pe-
shawar, Charsadda, Bajaur, Kurram, 
Waziristan, Kohat, Sargodha, Islam-
abad, Murree, Galiyat and Pothohar 
region on December 28 (night) and 
29. Similarly, light rain is predict-
ed for Sukkur, Larkana, Jacobabad, 
Dera Ghazi Khan, Rajanpur, Gujran-
wala, Sialkot, Lahore, Sheikhupura, 
Faisalabad, Multan, Bahawalpur, 
Rahimyar Khan and Bhakkar during 
the said period.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Imran Hamid Sheikh 
Tuesday said that more than 1.48 
million children up to age of five 
years would be administered polio 
vaccine during the anti-polio cam-
paign in the district, from January 
16 to 20, 2023. Chairing a meeting 
of District Polio Eradication Com-
mittee, he said that 4,869 teams, 
including 4,305 mobile teams, 382 
fixed and 182 transit teams would 
perform duty for success of the cam-
paign. He said that the anti-polio 
campaign required deep attention 

and utmost responsibility for com-
plete eradication of the virus. He di-
rected that each and every child of 
up to five years age should be vac-
cinated in the district including chil-
dren of nomad, gypsy and Pashtun 
families. He said that he would pos-
itively check performance of polio 
teams by visiting different areas of 
the district and strict action would 
be taken against negligent, lethar-
gic and delinquent elements. Chief 
Executive Officer District Health 
Authority Dr Kashif Kamboh and 
others were also present.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Tuesday ordered a 
Pakistani citizen to hand over his two 
children to their polish mothers in a 
petition regarding the custody dispute 
of kids. The court directed the citizen 
to hand over the children and their 
passports to the FIA for the process. 
Justice Mohsin Akhter Kayani heard 
the petition filed by two Polish women 
seeking custody of their children from 
Pakistani citizen Muhammad Saleem. 
The official of the Poland Embassy 
and the two children appeared before 
the bench. The petitioner’s lawyer 
argued that his client was a Muslim 
and he had two children from his two 
Christian wives. The children’s father 
adopted the stance that he brought the 
children to Pakistan with the consent 
of their mothers, adding that his rela-
tionship with his wives was affected 
due to religion as they (wives) used to 
take his kids to church. He said he had 
a large business chain in Poland and 
he used to help these two women. He 
further said he was ready even to can-
cel his Polish citizenship for his kids. 

The court said the father could nurture 
his children while staying in Poland. 
The father said it was difficult for him 
to raise his children in the Islamic way 
as the nearest mosque was some 300 
kilometers away from his house. The 
court said if the father owned a large 
business in Poland, he could con-
struct a mosque near his home. The 
two women on the occasion refused 
to meet their husband. The court was 
told that the women had reached Paki-
stan in the morning. After listening to 
arguments, the court ordered to hand 
over the kids to their Polish mothers. 
The court said that the two children 
would be kept in Polish Embassy and 
would be produced again tomorrow 
(Wednesday). The court said it had 
temporarily handed over the children 
to the mothers and would decide the 
matter after hearing further argu-
ments. The father told the court that 
he had been living with his wife de-
spite the divorce. He said that he had 
brought his children to Pakistan in Au-
gust 2021 with the legal permission of 
mothers. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday strongly 
condemned the arrest of Member 
of the National Assembly of Paki-
stan Muslim League (Nawaz), Mu-
hammad Ashraf, and said the An-
ti-Corruption Department, Punjab 
was being used as a tool of political 
vengeance. He said on the behest of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s Imran 
Khan, the department was being 

used against politicians. The prime 
minister regretted that like National 
Accountability Bureau and Federal 
Investigation Agency, the Anti-Cor-
ruption Punjab was being exploited. 
He stressed that instead of pressur-
izing the politicians, there was a 
need to focus on the problems of the 
general public. Shehbaz Sharif ex-
pressed solidarity with the arrested 
politician Muhammad Ashraf.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police have arrested 
nine illegal arms holders and recov-
ered arms, ammunition and bullets 
from their possession here on Tues-
day, informed a police spokesman. Ac-
cording to details, Race Course police 
recovered 01 pistol of 30 bore from 
Zabihullah, and recovered 01 pistol 30 
bore from Munir Jahangir. Similarly, 
Wah Cantt police held Mr. Nowshad 
and recovered 01 pistol of 30 from his 
possession and arrested Adeel and re-
covered 01 pistol of 30 bore from his 
custody. While, Saddar Wah police 
recovered 01 pistol of 30 bore from 

Zarshad. Mandra police recovered 01 
pistol of 30 bore from Zain Shabir and 
recovered 01 pistol of 30 bore from Ji-
bran Sajid. Jatali police recovered 01 
pistol of 30 bore from Absar. Following 
operation, New Town Police recovered 
15 rounds of 30-bore pistol from Na-
seer. Police have registered separate 
cases against the accused and further 
investigation was in progress. SSP 
Operations Rawalpindi Wasim Khan 
appreciated the performance of police 
team adding that crackdown will be 
continued against the illegal arm hold-
ers.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The city managers are 
preparing to auction 58 commercial 
and residential properties in January 
2023 with an expectation to fetch Rs 
20 billion to meet its developmental 
and non-developmental expenditures. 
According to the budget documents of 
the previous years, the CDA fulfills its 
most of the financial needs by selling 
the commercial and residential plots. 
A meeting of the CDA board is sched-
uled to be held this week in which an 
approval for upcoming auction would 
be solicited. The city managers have 
purposed to auction a total of 58 plots 
including 6 plots of different marakiz, 
5 plots of blue area, 3 plots of North-
ern Strip E-11, an economy flats plot, 

10 agro farms plots, an hotel plot, 2 
industrial plots, 2 hospital plots, 4 pet-
rol pump plots, 4 commercial plots of 
Park Enclave, 7 class three shopping 
centre plots, a plot of school in E-11 
and 12 residential plots of Park En-
clave. Sources told that CDA is going 
to offer 5 percent rebate to the over-
seas Pakistanis to attract foreign in-
vestment while 15 percent rebate will 
also be given for full payment within 
30 days of provisional bid letter issu-
ance in one go. Meanwhile, the civic 
authority has also increased the time-
line to complete the buildings to facili-
tate the investors, which is being con-
sidered as a positive development by 
concerned circles. (APP)

08 Illegal Immigrants 
Held During Crackdown

Six held with narcotics

Motorcyclist killed

RAWALPINDI: Police have arrested 
eight illegal immigrants from differ-
ent areas of the city during a crack-
down here on Tuesday, informed a 
police spokesman. According to the 
details, Rawalpindi Police arrested 
08 illegal immigrants during search 
operations from the Westridge area. 
Police arrested 03 illegal residents 
namely Rizwan, Liaqat and Yasin. 
Similarly, R.A Bazar Police arrested 
03 illegal residents Imad, Abrar and 
Murad while Rata Amaral police ar-
rested 02 accused Zakir and Zahid 
who were living illegally, the ac-
cused could not produce documents 
related to residence. SSP Opera-
tions Waseem Riaz Khan appreciat-
ed the performance of police teams 
said that rule of law will be ensured 
in any case.(APP)

SARGODHA: Police claimed on 
Tuesday to have arrested six drug 
smugglers including two women 
and recovered narcotics from their 
possession. During a snap-check-
ing, Urban area police intercept-
ed an ambulance (LOQ-6292) and 
found six people including two 
women travelling in it. After a thor-
ough search, the police seized more 
than 53 kg hashish and 10 kg opium 
from the vehicle. (APP)

FAISALABAD: A teenager motor-
cyclist was killed in a road mishap 
in the limits of Mansoorabad police 
station. Rescue 1122 spokesman 
said here on Tuesday that 19-year-
old Abdul Rehman, resident of 
Madan Pura was riding a motor-
cycle when his two-wheeler all of 
sudden, slipped on Canal Road near 
Kashmir Bridge. As a result, he re-
ceived serious injuries and died on 
the spot. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

6 Business
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Wednesday 27 December 2022

Indonesian cosmetics brands see opportunity in halal products

Stocks rise, US dollar retreats as China drops quarantine rule

Toyota set to lead global auto sales for 3rd straight year

Saudi Arabia and Japan sign 15 investment agreements  
during bilateral forum 

Ukraine to hike transit fees for Russian oil to EU – Transneft

Saudi Arabia gears up for hundreds of new agreements at Hajj Expo 2023

Russian firms report improving business climate

Trade between Russia and CIS states to hit $100 billion – Putin

JAKARTA: Companies offering halal 
cosmetics in Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim-majority country, are 
aiming to boost the international ap-
peal of their products in Southeast 
Asia and beyond as they see potential 
in attracting more non-Islamic con-
sumers. In 2014, Indonesia enacted 
a law requiring halal certification for 
a wide range of consumer products 
sold in the country. The new “halal 
product assurance” regulations will 
be obligatory for cosmetics by 2026. 
Being certified as halal means prod-

ucts are manufactured in compliance 
with Islamic law and contain no for-
bidden ingredients. Consumers, es-
pecially millennials and Generation 
Z, are seen as increasingly becoming 
more knowledgeable regarding what 
ingredients go in each product as well 

as general safety. “People used to 
think that halal brand was for Mus-
lims only, but now everyone chooses 
it mainly for health reasons,” Kezia 
Trihatmanto, co-founder of Indone-
sian beauty brand Esqa, told Nikkei 
Asia. Keva Cosmetics International, 
owner of the Esqa brand, offers ha-
lal-certified makeup with vegan in-
gredients. Although starting in Indo-
nesia, Trihatmanto said, “we created 
Esqa in 2016 as a halal beauty brand 
that is up to par with the global cos-
metics scene”. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Stock markets gained 
while the US dollar softened on Tues-
day after China said it would drop its 
quarantine requirements for inbound 
visitors, further easing three-year 
border controls aimed at curbing 
Covid-19. China will stop requiring 
inbound travellers to go into quaran-
tine starting from Jan 8, the National 
Health Commission said on Monday. 
It will also downgrade the serious-
ness of Covid-19 as it has become 
less virulent and will gradually evolve 
into a common respiratory infection. 

By Tuesday morning in Hong Kong, 
MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pa-
cific shares outside Japan was up 
0.5%. China’s blue chip gained 0.6% 
and Japan’s Nikkei stock index rose 
0.43%. US stock futures, the S&P 500 
e-minis, inched up 0.61%, indicating 
the market is set to rise as traders 
return to their terminals on Tuesday 
after the Christmas holiday. Markets 
in some regions including Hong Kong 
and Australia remain shut on Tues-
day. Chaoping Zhu, a global market 
strategist and JPMorgan Asset Man-

agement, said the latest policy move 
from China indicated economic ac-
tivity in most major cities may return 
to normal very quickly, which is very 
positive for investors. “Most Chinese 
cities could recover from the first 
wave of the latest Covid-19 outbreak 
by January … this would be faster 
than people have expected,” he said, 
adding there was concern of an out-
break lasting longer and weighing on 
the economy, but that developments 
have been in general better than ex-
pected. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Toyota Motor said Monday it 
sold 9.56 million vehicles worldwide 
from January to November, on par 
with the same period of 2021, put-
ting it on track to beat Volkswagen 
and lead the global market for a third 
straight year. The Japanese automak-
er sold 2.14 million more vehicles 
than Volkswagen, including sales by 
group automakers Daihatsu Motor 
and Hino Motors. The German com-
pany, whose sales over that time fell 
9% on the year, needs to more than 
triple its 2022 monthly sales average 

in December to beat Toyota for the 
full year. Toyota looks likely to beat 
Volkswagen without group auto sales 
as well. Strong showings in China 
and Southeast Asia gave Toyota a leg 
up this year, though the industry in 
general struggled to meet demand as 
issues such as the global semiconduc-
tor shortage bogged down produc-
tion. Toyota’s parent-only sales – ex-
cluding Daihatsu and Hino – in China 
grew 2% as a capacity expansion in 
the summer helped the automaker 
tap a recovery in demand dampened 

by the coronavirus pandemic. Corol-
la and Camry sedans sold especially 
well. Sport utility vehicles were pop-
ular in Southeast Asia, where Toyota 
logged double-digit growth in Indone-
sia and Thailand. Volkswagen did not 
fare as well in Asia, with sales down 
6% in China and up only 6% in the 
rest of the Asia-Pacific region. China’s 
coronavirus lockdowns disrupted 
parts supplies and maritime shipping, 
even affecting production at the auto-
maker’s mainstay Wolfsburg plant in 
northern Germany. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia and Ja-
pan on Monday signed 15 strate-
gic investment agreements spread 
across various industries during 
the Saudi Japan Investment Forum 
held in Riyadh, as both countries 
look to deepen business ties. The 
agreements were signed to drive 
investment in the sector of metals, 
marine, petrochemicals, and auto-
motive among others, with around 
99 Japanese companies investing in 
the Kingdom as both countries want 

a further boost in their economic re-
lations. Speaking during the forum 
Saudi Minister of Investment Kha-
lid Al-Falih said the two countries 
have bolstered their relationship 
with tremendous dedication as the 
Kingdom targets $3.3 trillion worth 
of investments with Japan by 2030.  
The minister added that Saudi Ara-
bia will utilize its relationship with 
the east Asian country to build more 
than 500,000 electric cars annual-
ly by the end of the decade. More-

over, the Kingdom aims to build five 
largest marine industry parks in the 
world in Ras Al-Khair, Al Falih said 
during the forum.  He added that 
the Kingdom aims to become the 
world’s leading energy nation as the 
two countries intend to cooperate 
for a smoother energy transition.  
Al-Falih said Saudi Arabia aims to 
become a major hub for gaming and 
e-sports by 2030 with content that 
can be exported in the region and 
globally. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Ukraine will raise transit 
fees for Russian oil running via the 
Druzhba pipeline through its terri-
tory to the EU on January 1, Russian 
oil exporter Transneft announced on 
its website on Monday. It is expect-
ed that Kiev will increase tariffs for 
transporting crude to Hungary and 
Slovakia by €2.10 per ton to €13.60 
($13.90), bringing the total hike to 
18.3%. In November, Bloomberg 
reported that Ukraine was mulling 

a tariff hike on Russian oil tran-
sit starting next year, citing a letter 
from Ukrtransnafta, the operator of 
Ukraine’s oil pipeline network. The 
Ukrainian operator had attributed the 
need for the price hike to the “contin-
ued destruction of Ukrainian energy 
infrastructure” which had resulted in 
“a significant shortage of electricity, 
an increase in its costs, a shortage 
of fuel, and spare parts.” Transneft 
spokesman Igor Demin confirmed 

to the Russian media that the com-
pany had received the letter and was 
studying it. Ukrainian oil transit fees 
have already been raised twice this 
year. The last hike in April reported-
ly brought the total increase to 51% 
on an annual basis. Druzhba, one of 
the longest pipeline networks in the 
world, carries crude some 4,000 km 
from Russia to refineries in the Czech 
Republic, Germany, Hungary, Poland 
and Slovakia. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Some 400 agreements are set 
to be reached at the Hajj Expo 2023 be-
ing held in Jeddah in January, according 
to Tawfiq Al-Rabiah, minister of Hajj 
and Umrah. The conference and exhi-
bition of Hajj and Umrah services will 
be held from Jan. 9-12, 2023 under the 
patronage of Makkah Governor Prince 
Khaled Al-Faisal, and the four-day event 
aims to build a thriving digital ecosys-

tem that will help pilgrims have better 
experiences. It brings together influen-
tial people from all over the world to dis-
cuss and plan technical advancements 
based on scientific foundations, to an-
ticipate the future needs of pilgrims, 
and to create chances for partnerships, 
agreements, and initiatives on a local 
and global scale. There will be over 200 
speakers and participants at the event, 

and according to Al-Rabiah, the confer-
ence will present the projects and initia-
tives that are provided by Saudi Arabia 
for all pilgrims. He also emphasized 
the great role of the Kingdom to facili-
tate performing Hajj and Umrah, and 
referred to the unique opportunity for 
creative thinkers to come together and 
share their knowledge, achieving the 
Saudi Vision 2030 objectives. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Half of the largest Rus-
sian companies report an improve-
ment in business conditions in the 
country and three-quarters expect 
the situation to continue to improve 
in 2023, according to a study by McK-
insey’s former Russian division, con-
sulting company Yakov & Partners. 
In its latest CEO Barometer for 2022 

research, 49% of Russian business 
owners noted an improvement in the 
state of their business over the past 
six months, which, according to the 
authors of the study, may indicate a 
recovery in sentiment in the Russian 
economy after a series of sweeping 
Western sanctions. At the same time, 
for 27% of respondents the situation 

has not changed, while 24% say it has 
worsened. The study also uncovered 
an uneven impact of the current situa-
tion on different industries. “The rep-
resentatives of the banking industry, 
IT and telecom, as well as retail and 
e-commerce were the most optimistic 
about the current state of their busi-
nesses. (Agencies)

Trade between Russia and the other 
members of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) will amount 
to $100 billion by the end of 2022, ac-
cording Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. The CIS, formed after the dis-
solution of the Soviet Union in 1991, 

has nine members: Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. The countries together 
cover an area of 20 million square km 
in Eurasia, with an estimated popula-
tion of 240 million. The Russian lead-

er, speaking at a traditional informal 
meeting of CIS leaders in St. Peters-
burg on Monday, said all members 
of the organization are committed 
to further developing cooperation, 
which reflects the fundamental inter-
ests of each country. (Agencies)

Japan to revamp air traffic control to 
handle 2mil flights

Musk says nearly 100 Starlinks ‘active’ in Iran

Apple Japan hit with US$98m in back taxes

Saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power signs $2.4bn 
wind energy PPA with Uzbekistan

Investors fleeing UK equity funds – data

Inflation in Russia continues to slow

TOKYO: Japan will rework its air 
traffic control system by spring 2025 
to accommodate 2 million flights per 
year, up 10% from current capaci-
ty, anticipating a rebound in travel 
demand after the end of coronavi-
rus-era travel restrictions. The trans-
port ministry will reorganise its four 
regional control centres into three, 
with one covering all high-altitude 
travel above 10,000km and two for 
low-altitude flights, split between 
east and west. Japan wants to reduce 
the number of flights passed from 
one centre to another as they move 
between regions. The change is ex-
pected to let the network manage 
at least 2 million flights yearly com-
pared with 1.8 million now, including 

foreign and domestic travel as well 
as overflights that do not touch down 
in Japan. The government also plans 
to create a digital system by fiscal 
2024 to consolidate information such 
as takeoff and landing times, flight 
routes and weather, based on stan-
dards from the International Civil 
Aviation Organization, a United Na-
tions agency. The data will be shared 
in real-time with airlines, airport op-
erators and government bodies such 
as the defence ministry. Airlines will 
be able to adjust flight plans based 
on congestion levels, letting air traf-
fic control operate more efficiently 
in large urban centers where depar-
tures and arrivals are concentrated. 
(Agencies)

SAN FRANCISCO: Nearly 100 Star-
link internet terminals are current-
ly operating in Iran, SpaceX chief 
Elon Musk said Monday. The tycoon 
had promised to bring the satellite 
internet network to the country in 
September as Iranian authorities im-
posed increasingly severe access re-
strictions, in a move activists called a 
campaign to limit information about 
protests that had broken out nation-
wide. “Approaching 100 Starlinks 
active in Iran,” Musk tweeted Mon-
day.  Starlink has more than 2,000 
tiny satellites orbiting just a few 
hundred kilometres above Earth, 
providing internet access to users 

below. The land-based terminals are 
then wired up to basic routers that 
create small wifi spots. Earlier this 
year, controversial billionaire Musk 
gained hero status in Ukraine after 
sending thousands of Starlink termi-
nals to the country in the days after 
Russia’s invasion. Ukraine now has 
20,000 of the small white receivers 
throughout the country. Twitter head 
Musk’s Monday message was posted 
in response to a user whose video 
they said was taken in the “streets 
of Iran”, where there is now “more 
freedom for the women to choose 
whether they cover their hair or not”. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Apple Japan is being 
charged ¥13 billion (US$98 million) 
in additional taxes by Tokyo au-
thorities, apparently for bulk sales 
of iPhones and other devices to for-
eign tourists that were incorrectly 
exempted from the consumption 
tax, Nikkei learned on Monday. Bulk 
purchases of iPhones by foreign 
shoppers were discovered at some 
Apple stores, a source said. At least 
one transaction involved an individ-
ual buying hundreds of handsets 
at once, suggesting that the store 
missed taxing a possible reseller. 
Japan’s tax-free shopping allows vis-

itors staying for less than six months 
to buy items such as souvenirs or 
everyday goods without paying the 
10% consumption tax, but this ex-
emption does not apply to purchas-
es for resale purposes. Apple Japan 
is believed to have filed an amended 
tax return. The company also vol-
untarily stopped offering tax-free 
shopping in June. “We do not offer 
tax-free shopping at our stores,” the 
company told Nikkei. “We apologise 
for the inconvenience.” Apple’s sales 
in Japan totalled $26 billion in fiscal 
2022, according to the company’s 
latest annual report. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s ACWA 
Power has signed a power pur-
chase agreement with the National 
Electric Grid of Uzbekistan to build 
three wind power plants in the Cen-
tral Asian country. The $2.4 billion 
Kungrad wind farm project will 
be executed through special-pur-
pose vehicles in the north-west-
ern Karakalpakstan region of Uz-
bekistan, ACWA Power said in a 
bourse filing to the Tadawul stock 
exchange.   According to the state-
ment, the wind farm, upon comple-
tion, is expected to offset 2.4 mil-
lion tons of carbon emissions per 
year and power 1.65 million homes. 
ACWA Power further noted that the 
power purchase agreement covers 

three wind power plants at the site, 
each developing 500 megawatts of 
wind power. The bourse filing add-
ed that the deal covers the develop-
ment, construction and operation of 
the project, and the contract has a 
duration of 25 years upon the com-
pletion of the project. “The financial 
impact of the contracted revenues is 
expected once the project achieves 
project commercial operating date 
on the third quarter of 2027,” said 
ACWA Power in the filing.   Former-
ly known as Karakalpakstan Wind 
Independent Power Producer, the 
Kungrad wind facility is touted to be 
the largest single-site wind farm in 
Central Asia and one of the biggest 
worldwide. (Agencies)

LONDON: UK stocks suffered record 
annual outflows in 2022 as investor 
confidence in the country’s economy 
is waning, Bloomberg reported on 
Friday, citing data from EPFR Global. 
Statistics show that some $26.3 bil-
lion has been withdrawn so far, which 
coincides with a slump of 20% for the 
FTSE 250 Index. The benchmark in-
dex was down by the most since 2008. 
Meanwhile, the blue-chip FTSE 100 
Index was up more than 1%, large-
ly due to its exposure to commodity 
stocks that soared this year. The re-
cord equity fund outflows marked the 

seventh year in a row that investors 
have been turning away from UK 
markets, according to Bloomberg. 
“The country has been roiled by polit-
ical and economic troubles this year,” 
the outlet wrote, specifying that “The 
onset of a recession, inflation at a 41-
year high, two prime ministers resign-
ing and the highest number of strikes 
since the 1980s helped trigger selloffs 
in domestic stocks and the pound.” 
All that has resulted in London los-
ing its crown to Paris as Europe’s 
biggest stock market, the report said.  
(Agencies)

Annual inflation in Russia slowed 
during the week ending December 
19, according to official data released 
on Thursday by Rosstat, the country’s 
official statistics agency. The weekly 
inflation report showed prices having 
decreased by 0.3% against the previous 
week to reach 12.35% in year-on-year 
terms. The price increases in the food 
segment slowed to 0.10% from 0.15% a 
week earlier due to a drop in the cost of 
fruit and vegetables. Rosstat noted that 

the prices on certain food items even fell 
below last year’s levels. The non-food 
sector also recorded deflation, of 0.03%, 
mainly due to a decline in prices on elec-
tricity and household appliances. Prices 
on travel and tourism services fell 0.18% 
owing to a decrease in the cost of air-
line tickets and hotels, the report noted.  
Inflation in Russia spiked to a 20-year 
high of nearly 18% in April against the 
backdrop of Ukraine-related Western 
sanctions. (Agencies)
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LONDON: Darwin Nunez was not 
on the scoresheet in Liverpool’s 3-1 
win over Aston Villa on Monday 
but manager Juergen Klopp said he 
was delighted with the Uruguayan’s 
all-round play and is confident the 
goals will come. Nunez missed sev-
eral chances against Villa, but his 
tireless running and chance creation 
saw him named Man of the Match, 
with his late cutback allowing teen-

ager Stefan Bajcetic to score his first 
senior goal. Klopp said he had been 
around long enough in football not 
to lose any sleep over Nunez’s re-
cent scoring record. “There are so 
many other things that are much 
more important because we look 
back at strikers, and you cannot 
imagine some of the chances strik-
ers who I worked with missed,” he 
said. “The work rate he put in, the 
spaces he creates, he’s unstoppable 
in the moment. There is no defend-
er who can really catch up speed-
wise.” Nunez has scored just five 
league goals since being brought 
in as Sadio Mane’s replacement in 
a transfer that cost Liverpool an ini-
tial fee of €75 million (US$79.92 mil-
lion) in the close season. (Agencies)

Indian tennis ace Sania Mirza, who 
is known for sharing glimpses of 
her personal and professional life 
on social media, has put up an ap-
preciation post for her sister. In her 
latest Instagram post, Mirza posted 
a gorgeous picture with her sister 
Anam Mirza, to light up her feed on 
the picture and video-sharing app. 

The black and white picture with 
her sister was captioned, “My pillar” 
accompanied by a heart emoji. The 
36-year-old tennis star is famous for 
her gorgeous selfies and amazing 
dress sense apart from her skills in 
the sport. In the picture, Sania could 
be seen wearing a ribbed black tur-
tleneck with her hair tied in a low 
bun. Sania completed her look with 
minimal jewellery — earrings and 
a necklace. Meanwhile, her sister 
also wore black and tied her hair 
in a bun. The picture garnered over 
33,000 likes just a few hours after 
it was posted. Fans and followers 
poured compliments in the com-
ments. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australian boat Andoo Co-
manche held a slim lead in the Syd-
ney-Hobart yacht race Tuesday but 
will need winds to pick up if it is go-
ing to challenge the course’s record 
time. About 22 hours after the boats 
departed Sydney Harbor, Andoo Co-
manche was leading the three other 
100-foot supermaxis — the fastest 
boats in the blue water classic. The 
boat, skippered by owner John Win-
ning, was 16 nautical miles in front 
of perpetual challenger Wild Oats, 
according to an online race tracker. 

LawConnect was in third while de-
fending champion Black Jack was 
at the rear of the supermaxi pack. 
There were hopes Andoo Comanche 
could beat the race record time after 
the fleet took advantage of favor-
able winds on Monday afternoon, 
although those conditions lightened 
overnight. The race leader will need 
to make up about 76 nautical miles 
to challenge the record of one day, 
9 hours, 15min and 24sec — set by 
Comanche under a different skipper 
in 2017. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Something that has been 
worrying you for quite some will ap-
pear in a much better light today and 
you will probably kick yourself men-
tally for letting it get you so worked 
up. Don’t be too hard on yourself – 
even Aries gets a bit fatalistic once in 
a while.
– TAURUS: There have been some 
powerful emotions at work of late and 
it’s quite likely that a friend’s or work 
colleague’s jealous feelings have 
come between you. The good news is 
that as from today extreme emotions 
will seem silly to you both.
– GEMINI: Something rewarding will 
come your way over the next few days 
and it will set an encouraging seal on 
a pretty good year. Don’t think for a 
moment that you are unworthy of suc-
cess – on the contrary, you deserve it 
more than most.
– CANCER: Work matters are under 
favorable stars at the moment and 
whatever it is you choose to focus on 
between now and the new year will 
work out well. Just make sure that 
your aims really are your aims and 
not aims that others have imposed on 
you.
– LEO: It may seem as if someone is 
being obstructive for no good rea-
son today but according to the stars 
there may be an element of payback 

involved. Have you held them back 
in some way in recent weeks? If so, 
you’re paying the price now!
– VIRGO: The most important thing 
today is that you deal only in facts, be-
cause if you say something that your 
rivals can prove is wrong it won’t look 
good and might even impact on you 
professionally. You don’t need to ex-
aggerate your achievements.
– LIBRA: You must spell out in plain 
and simple words what it is you ex-
pect of other people and what they 
can expect from you in return. Leave 
them in no doubt that you are going 
to be fair and won’t try to deny them 
what they deserve.
– SCORPIO: You have been strangely 
reluctant to give a lead to the people 
around you of late and that needs to 
change. Others look to you not only 
for guidance but also for the kind of 
strong leadership they know is most 
likely to result in success.
– SAGITTARIUS: Be careful what you 
say to friends and family members 
today because your blunt appraisal 
of their efforts could make you seem 
uncaring. That is, of course, far from 
the truth but you need to remember 
that some people have very thin skins.
– CAPRICORN: You will impress peo-
ple in positions of authority with your 
can-do attitude today and though you 
might not want to draw attention to 
yourself they are sure to lavish you 
with praise. A promotion or pay rise 
could be in the pipeline too.
– ACQUARIUS: If you need to ask a 
favor of someone, now is the time. 
Not only is it the season for giving but 
they have been looking for ways to 
repay you for all the good things you 
have done for them in 2022. Let them 
know what you need.
– PISCES: Anything of a financial 
nature will go well for you between 
now and the end of the year, so don’t 
wind down and take it easy too soon. 
Money never sleeps and if your mind 
is awake over the next few days you 
could make a fortune!
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Djokovic due to return to Australia, says chief executive Tiley

Nets run streak to 9 games with 125-117 victory over Cavaliers

US to let MLB stars play for Cuba in World Baseball Classic

“Didn’t Allow Me To Take My Stuff From PCB Office”:  
Ramiz Raja Launches Scathing Attack At Najam Sethi

For Ferrari, a second-place season full of mistakes

Sports festival held in connection with Quaid Day

Israr downs Uzair in Serena Hotels National Ranking Tennis Tournament

Gardner top-ranked all-rounder in MRF Tyres ICC Women’s T20I Player Rankings

SYDNEY: Former world No 1 Novak 
Djokovic was due to return to Austra-
lia Tuesday, almost one year after he 
was deported for refusing to be vacci-
nated against Covid-19, the country’s 
tennis boss said. Nine-time Austra-
lian Open champion Djokovic was 
initially banned from the country for 
three years after losing a high-stakes 
legal battle earlier this year over his 
vaccine status. Australia has since 
lifted its requirement for visitors to 
show proof of vaccination against 
Covid-19. The government confirmed 
in November that the unvaccinated 

Serb was no longer banned and had 
been granted a visa allowing him to 
play in the next Australian Open, 
which starts in January. Tennis Aus-
tralia chief executive Craig Tiley said 

he hoped local fans would embrace 
Djokovic’s return. “We welcome him 
back to Australia,” he told reporters. 
“I think as we speak, he’s landing in 
Adelaide and I think that he is go-
ing to be again the player to beat. “I 
have a great deal of confidence in the 
Australian public. I have a lot of con-
fidence that the fans will react how 
we hope they will react.” Djokovic, 
who has won 21 Grand Slam titles, 
has been condemned for his part in 
the saga, which played out as rolling 
anti-vaccination protests took place 
in Australia’s major cities. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant and 
Kyrie Irving scored 32 points apiece 
as the Brooklyn Nets pushed their 
NBA winning streak to nine games 
Monday with a 125-117 victory over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. Brooklyn 
edged ahead of the Cavs for third 
place in the Eastern Conference, 
withstanding a late Cleveland surge 
even after Durant fouled out with 1:54 
left to play. The Nets were up by 10 
when Durant departed after he was 
whistled for an offensive foul while 
driving to the basket. Irving, who 

played a key role alongside LeBron 
James in Cleveland’s 2016 champi-
onship run, had the last word against 
his former team. Darius Garland’s 
floater cut the deficit to four points 
with 44 seconds remaining, but Irving 
made a pair of free throws and Brook-
lyn’s Nic Claxton came up with a big 
block and the Nets held on. The Nets’ 
nine-game winning streak is their 
longest since a 14-game streak in the 
2005-06 season. They have won 14 of 
their last five games. In the first half, 
Durant passed former San Antonio 

Spurs great Tim Duncan for 15th on 
the NBA’s all-time scoring list as the 
Nets built a quick lead. The Cavs cut a 
13-point deficit to one with 3:54 left in 
the first half, but the Nets responded 
with a vengeance to lead 65-49 at the 
break. They kept the lead in double 
digits until late in the fourth quarter.
Garland scored 18 of his 46 points in 
the fourth to keep the Cavs in it, but 
Cleveland star Donovan Mitchell was 
held to 15 — and didn’t connect on 
either of his two shots in the final pe-
riod. (Agencies)

HAVANA: The US will permit Major 
League Baseball players from Cuba 
to represent their home country in 
the World Baseball Classic next 
year. The decision announced Sat-
urday in a news release by the Base-
ball Federation of Cuba (FCB) could 
be a big step in once again turning 
Cuba’s national team into heavy hit-
ters on an international stage. Major 
League Baseball confirmed Monday 
that the US granted the license to 
FCB. It clears the way for MLB stars 

such as Jose Abreu, Yordan Alvarez, 
Randy Arozarena, Yoan Moncada 
and Luis Robert to play for Cuba in 
the WBC in March if they choose 
to accept a potential invitation. It’s 
up to each country’s national gov-
erning body to pick the players on 
its WBC team. Final 30-man ros-
ters are due Feb. 7 for the WBC, 
which begins March 8 with Cuba 
facing the Netherlands in Taiwan. 
While the sport of choice for much 
of Latin America is soccer, baseball 

dominates in Cuba. The island has 
gained fame around the world for its 
baseball talent. But in recent years, 
hundreds of those players have de-
fected from Cuba to play profession-
ally elsewhere. Most notably, many 
have become US residents and stars 
with major league teams in the US-
The defections are largely due to a 
not-so-uncommon geopolitical spat 
between the two seaside neighbors, 
leaving Cuban players stuck in the 
middle. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Launching a scathing 
attack on the new Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) management, Ramiz 
Raja has termed Najam Sethi’s ap-
pointment as a ‘political’ move that de-
fies cricketing logic. In a video on his 
YouTube channel, Ramiz said that the 
entire PCB constitution was changed 
just to fit one person (Najam Sethi). 
Raja also took a swipe at the process 
in which the changes were made, sug-
gesting he didn’t even get to take his 

stuff from the office as Sethi and his 
men took over.“To accommodate one 
person, Sethi to be precise, they had to 
change the entire constitution (of the 
PCB). I have not seen this anywhere 
in the world. It has been done in the 
middle of a season, when teams are 
visiting Pakistan. They have changed 
the chief selector, who had played Test 
cricket. At 2 am in the night, he (Sethi) 
tweets that Ramiz Raja is gone. This is 
my playing field. It hurts,” the former 

PCB chairman said during a YouTube 
interaction with the fans on Monday. 
“It has been made out as if a messiah 
(Sethi) has come, who will take the 
game to new heights. We know what 
he is up to. He wants limelight at any 
cost. He has nothing to do with cricket, 
and has never lifted a bat. They have 
changed me midway. In the middle of 
the season, they are bringing Micky 
Arthur. Saqlain Mushtaq’s tenure was 
ending anyway in January.  (Agencies)

Ferrari began the season with a strong 
one-two finish in the first race and 
a win in the third, prompting team 
hopes that it would finally land its first 
title since 2008. But it fell short, fin-
ishing second in the constructors’ and 
drivers’ championships, and is now 
searching for a new team principal.
One of Formula One’s most success-
ful teams, and indisputably the most 
famous, Ferrari has won more driv-
ers’ and constructors’ championships 
than any team. It returned to compet-
itiveness in 2022 after two lackluster 

seasons, but it was no match for Red 
Bull, which won both titles. “I think we 
achieved our main objective, which 
was to be back to being competitive in 
the new era of the 2022 cars,” Mattia 
Binotto, team principal, said at the end 
of the season at the Abu Dhabi Grand 

Prix. Nine days later, he resigned after 
four years in charge. “I am leaving a 
company that I love, which I have been 
part of for 28 years, with the serenity 
that comes from the conviction that I 
have made every effort to achieve the 
objectives set,” said Binotto, who will 
officially depart Saturday. Benedetto 
Vigna, CEO of Ferrari, said Binotto 
“led the team back to a position of 
competitiveness” and Ferrari is “in a 
strong position to renew our challenge 
to win the ultimate prize in motor 
sport.” (Agencies)

BAHAWALPUR: A sports festival was 
organised at Mango Orchard Park in 
connection with Quaid-e-Azam’s 146th 
birth anniversary under the auspices 
of the district administration and dis-
trict sports department. The sports fes-

tival included gymnastics, tug-of-war, 
archery, skating, and mass wrestling 
competitions. On this occasion, Assis-
tant Commissioner City Dr Anam Fati-
ma, Assistant Commissioner General 
Muhammad Tayyab, Divisional Sports 

Officer Maqsoodul Hasan Javed, Dis-
trict Sports Officer Aamir Hameed, 
and other sports officers were present. 
Prizes were distributed among the 
players who excellently performed in 
the sports competitions. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Veteran Israr Gul 
overcame Uzair Khan in an exciting 
first round of men’s singles match 
of Serena Hotels National Ranking 
Tennis Tournament at the PTF-SDA 
Tennis Complex Islamabad on Tues-
day. Israr hit back from on set down 
to win the three-set match to advance 
to the next round. After losing the 
first set 5-7, Israr put up solid perfor-
mance to take the next two sets 6-3, 

6-4. Earlier, an impressive opening 
ceremony was held wherein Saeed 
Ahmad Khan, Senior Vice President 
of Pakistan Tennis Federation (PTF) 
was the chief guest. The ceremony 
was attended by Col. (retd) Gul Reh-
man, Secretary General PTF, large 
number of tennis enthusiasts, play-
ers,  coaches and media-persons. 
Results: Mens Singles 1st Round: 
Israr Gul beat Uzair Khan 5-7, 6-3,6-

4; Abdullah Adnan beat Asadullah 
3-6,6-2,6-1; Barkatullah beat Kashan 
ul Haq 6-0,6-4; Yousaf Khalil beat 
Imran Bhatti 6-3,7-5; M. Abid beat 
Waqas Malik 6-4,6-3; Shahzad Khan 
beat Nofil Kaleem 6-0,6-0; Faizan 
Fayyaz beat M. Hamza Asim 2-6,6-
2,6-4; Heera Ashiq beat M. Salar 
Khan 6-3,6-2;Saqib Hayat beat Bakir 
Ali 6-2,6-2; Mudassir Murtaza beat 
Hasam Khan 6-3,6-3.  (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Australia all-rounder Ash-
leigh Gardner has grabbed the No.1 po-
sition for all-rounders in the MRF Tyres 
ICC Women’s T20I Player Rankings after 
a match-winning performance in the fi-
nal T20I of the five-match series against 
India that her team won 4-1. Gardner, 
who was named Player of the Match 

after her effort of 66 not out off 32 balls 
and a haul of two for 20, has topped the 
all-rounders’ list for the first time after 
moving up three spots. She has overtak-
en West Indies captain Hayley Matthews, 
India’s Deepti Sharma and New Zealand 
captain Sophie Devine, who was at the 
top through the past year. Gardner, who 

finished the series with 115 runs and 
seven wickets, is also up two places to 
a career-best seventh position among 
batters and progressed three places to a 
career-best 14th among bowlers in the 
latest weekly update that also considers 
performances in the last match of the 
West Indies-England series.  (Agencies)

Liverpool’s Klopp hails ‘unstoppable’ Nunez 
despite lack of goals

Sania Mirza puts up appreciation post for her ‘pillar’

Andoo Comanche leads Sydney-Hobart yacht race
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar Tuesday expressed 
the government’s commitment for 
the development and progress of all 
regions, including Gilgit-Baltistan. 
During a meeting with GB Finance 
Minister Jawed Ali Manwa and his 
team, which called on him, Dar also 
stressed for utilization of Gilgit-Baltis-
tan’s tourism potential, according to 
a Finance Ministry news release. He 
said tourism sector’s development 
would not only enhance the revenues 
of Gilgit-Baltistan but would also por-
tray a beautiful image of the country 

all over the world. The minister said 
the Federal Government would ex-
tend support for the development of 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister on Finance Tariq Ba-
jwa, secretary finance and senior of-
ficers of Gilgit-Baltistan and Finance 
Division also attended the meeting. 
Earlier, the GB finance minister ap-
prised Ishaq Dar about the develop-
ments in the public welfare projects 
being carried out in Gilgit-Baltistan 
and financial constraints of the GB 
administration for their timely com-
pletion to ensure good governance in 
the area.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The exchange rate 
of the Pakistan rupee depreciated 
by 33 paisa against the US dollar in 
the interbank trading on Tuesday 
and closed at Rs 226.15 against the 
previous day’s closing of Rs 225.82. 
According to the Forex Association 
of Pakistan (FAP), the buying and 
selling rates of dollar in the open 
market were recorded at Rs 232.7 
and Rs 234.9 respectively. The price 
of the euro was increased by Rs 1.01 
and closed at Rs 240.87 against the 

previous day’s closing of Rs 239.86, 
according to the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP). The Japanese Yen re-
mained unchanged to close at Rs1.69, 
whereas an increase of 52 paisa was 
witnessed in the exchange rate of the 
British Pound, which was traded at Rs 
272.79 as compared to its last closing 
of Rs 272.27. The exchange rates of 
the Emirates Dirham and Saudi Riyal 
increased by 09 paisa each to close at 
Rs 61.57 and Rs 60.13 respectively.
(Agencies)ISLAMABAD: The Small and Me-

dium Enterprises Development Au-
thority (SMEDA) will organise a one-
day training programme on “Medical 
Devices Regulation (MDR)” for prof-
itable business growth on Decem-
ber 28 (Wednesday). The workshop 
will be held at Sialkot Business and 
Commerce Centre (SBCC), Sialkot. 
According to a source in the author-
ity, the session will be organized by 
SMEDA under National Business 
Development Programme (NBDP) 
for SMEs, to extend non-financial ad-
visory services to small and medium 
businesses. The training programme 

will provide information about the 
introduction to MDR 2017/745, time-
line in implementation of MDR, 
major challenges to the surgical in-
dustry, notified bodies, financial im-
pact and lack of accredited lab. The 
programme would also highlight the 
roadmap to comply MDR 2017/745, 
gap analysis, first step and imple-
ment the QMS in real. The training 
session would be attended by small 
business owners and their staff, 
emerging and existing entrepreneurs 
in the surgical sector and all those de-
sirous of improving their knowledge 
on the subject. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Making a true calcu-
lation of the country’s existing and 
future energy needs, the incumbent 
coalition government has aligned its 
strategy to achieve self-sufficiency in 
the oil and gas sector by stepping up 
exploration activities to exploit indig-
enous resources in potential areas. 
The Petroleum Division, under the 
dynamic leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, has taken solid 
steps to find a permanent solution to 
energy scarcity and reduce reliance 
on imported fuel by attracting invest-
ment in the oil and gas sector. For 
this purpose, the government during 
its first six months, not only restored 
11 revoked licences of different Ex-
ploration and Production (E&P) com-
panies but also received bids for the 
award of 14 new exploration blocks 
through a transparent bidding pro-
cess to make the much-needed new 
oil and gas reserves. With the award 
of new E&P blocks, the country 
would get more than $ 92.8 million 
investment in three years, besides 
the utilization of funds amounting 
to over $1.2 million by the succes-
sive E&P companies under the Cor-
porate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

initiative to carry out welfare activ-
ities in surroundings localities of 
their oil and gas production fields. 
The country’s existing hydrocarbon 
deposits are depleting at the rate of 
around 10 per cent annually because 
E&P companies unfortunately could 
not make any major discovery since 
long. It is hoped that with the resto-
ration of the revoked E&P licenses 
and the award of new exploration 
blocks, the companies would accel-
erate drilling activities to exploit the 
country’s real potential of indigenous 
resources. A senior official privy 
to petroleum sector developments 
told APP that the government was 
cognizant of the prevailing oil and 
gas supply situation and had made 
sufficient arrangements to meet the 
needs of the country accordingly. On 
instructions of PM Shehbaz Shar-
if, he said, the supply of petroleum 
products and gas to consumers was 
being monitored daily. He said there 
existed sufficient petrol and diesel 
stocks, while the government made 
timely arrangements to procure ad-
ditional Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
cargoes for the peak winter season. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday paid tribute 
to politician Benazir Bhutto on her 
death anniversary, saying that she 
was a “crusader for human rights and 
democracy”.  Shehbaz Sharif said 
Benazir Bhutto left an indelible mark 
on politics of the country, adding that 
the void left by her martyrdom con-
tinues to widen over the years. He 
said the black day of 27 December 
2007 is an unforgettable day relating 
to the martyrdom of a beloved lead-
er of the people.  “Benazir Bhutto is 
a shining example of democratic and 
political struggle who sacrificed her 
life while fighting for the rights of 
people,” he said.  He mentioned that 
as the first woman prime minister of 
the Islamic world, Benazir Bhutto, 
was a fascinating story of continuous 
struggle throughout her life.  “We pay 
tribute to the historical services of 
Benazir Bhutto for the country, peo-
ple and democracy,” he said.  He re-
called that Pakistan Muslim League 
leader Muhammad Nawaz Sharif 
and Pakistan Peoples Party’s Benazir 
Bhutto gave the historical gift of the 

Charter of Democracy that started a 
new era in the country’s politics. He 
term d the Charter of Democracy  a 
landmark achievement of the political 
vision of the country’s leaders which 
ushered in a new political culture and 
tradition in Pakistan. Shehbaz Sharif 
said Benazir Bhutto took a bold and 
clear stand against terrorism and 
added that her martyrdom showed 
the country’s determination against 
the menace.  He said Benazir Bhu-
tto also rendered immense services 
for the strengthening of national de-
fence, constitutional institutions and 
for social welfare. The prime minister 
extended condolences to the family of 
Benazir Bhutto including his husband 
Asif Ali Zardari, son Bilawal Bhutto 
and all other relatives. (Agencies)
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HEC, British Council launch Pak-UK Education Gateway  
to enhance partnership

Japanese premier sacks minister amid falling Cabinet approval rating

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC) Paki-
stan and British Council Pakistan 
on Tuesday have launched a joint 
programme Pak-UK Education 
Gateway, which aims to enhance 
partnership between the higher 
education sectors of Pakistan and 
United Kingdom. In this partner-
ship, the UK and Pakistani univer-
sities will work together to develop 

higher education linkages between 
UK and Pakistan. Pak-UK Educa-
tion Gateway Mobility Partnership 
for faculty and students provides 
flexible grants to UK higher educa-
tion providers (HEPs) and Pakistani 
universities to design and deliver 
academically rigorous short-term 
mobility opportunities in Pakistan 
and the UK for faculty members 
and MS and PhD students from 

their respective institutions. HEC 
and British Council Pakistan have 
launched invitation for full propos-
als from UK and Pakistani univer-
sities for this partnership. The last 
date for applications is January 31, 
2023. More details about faculty 
mobility programme and student 
mobility programme are available 
at website of British Council, Paki-
stan.(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida on Tuesday sacked 
a minister over political funds scan-
dal as the chief executive’s Cabinet 
is struggling with an approval rating 
in Japan. Reconstruction Minister 
Kenya Akiba was sacked by Kishida 
amid his efforts to shore up support 
for his government which has seen 
several issues hitting its popularity. It 
is the fourth minister in the past two 
months to leave Kishida’s Cabinet, 

which has seen its approval rating 
plunge to 33.1%, according to Kyodo 
news. “Tough decision,” said Akiba 
after submitting his resignation to 
Kishida. He is set to be succeeded 
by Hiromichi Watanabe. Removal of 
Akiba from the Cabinet is also seen 
as a pre-emptive move by Kishida to 
stave off any chance that can disrupt 
parliament’s 2023 budget delibera-
tions in the coming days. Akiba has 
been accused of violating public of-

fice election law, misusing political 
funds, and having links with the 
controversial Unification Church. 
The church, now rebranded as Fam-
ily Federation for World Peace and 
Unification, is under probe in Japan 
after former Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe was killed in July by 
Yamagami, 41, who had said his fam-
ily “was financially ruined after his 
mother made huge donations to the 
church.”(Agencies)

Chairman NDMA meets 
Chinese envoy,  

acknowledges continued 
assistance for flood rehab

District admin recovers 
encroached land of 

Rs.1260 mln

ISLAMABAD:Chairman National Di-
saster Management Authority (NDMA), 
Lieutenant General Inam Haider Malik 
met Chinese Ambassador Nong Rong 
and acknowledged the continued assis-
tance from China for the rehabilitation 
phase in flood-affected areas. Both dis-
cussed the various aspects of mutual 
collaboration and proactive approach 
to disaster management in Pakistan, 
a news release said. The Chairman 
NDMA thanked the overwhelming 
support by the Chinese Government 
in rescue and relief operations during 
Floods 2022. He shared details of the 
transformation plan of the futuristic 
and technology-driven National Emer-
gency Operation Centre (NEOC) which 
will be the interface of integrated emer-
gency response with all Government 
stakeholders, humanitarian agencies 
and international Donors. The Ambas-
sador underscored the strong collabo-
ration at the front of climate-induced 
disaster management and stressed fur-
ther expansion of the existing working 
relations with Pakistan. He suggested 
chalking out a comprehensive bilateral 
MOU between NDMA and the Ministry 
of Emergency Management of China 
(MEM) for remodeling of the National 
Preparedness and Response Regime 
complemented with technology & in-
formation sharing, the establishment 
of Early Warning System and Weath-
er Prediction Analysis. He further 
stressed enhancing the bilateral com-
munication between NDMA and MEM.  
(Agencies)

ABBOTTABAD: District administra-
tion Abbottabad while taking action 
against encroachment on waterway 
land in Mirpur-1and demolished 
more than 10 permanent encroach-
ments on the 25 Kanal 5 Marle area of 
the waterway with the help of heavy 
machinery. According to the details, 
during the anti-encroachment op-
eration, land worth more than 1260 
million rupees was also recovered. 
The operation was started under the 
supervision of Assistant Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Saqlain Salim, 
on the waterway along with Mir-
pur-1 Forest Check Post. During the 
operation, 25 Kanals and 5 Marles 
of land were released by demol-
ishing encroachments using heavy 
machinery. Following the directives 
of the Deputy Commissioner, Abbot-
tabad, action is being taken against 
encroachments across the district. 
Encroachments on waterways and 
drains across the city are strictly 
monitored to address the city’s sew-
erage problems on a priority basis to 
avoid future flooding. (Agencies)

Govt committed to GB’s development: Dar

Rupee extends losses against dollar

SMEDA to organise training on  
“Medical Devices Regulation” on Dec 28

Govt. restores 11 revoked E&P licenses,  
receives bids for 14 new blocks

Shehbaz Sharif pays tribute to Benazir Bhutto 
as ‘crusader for human rights & democracy’
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All agri consumers to get 
Rs 3.60 per unit decrease 

in power tariff: NEPRA
ISLAMABAD: National Electric Pow-
er Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 
on Tuesday notified Rs 3.60 per unit 
decrease in power tariff for agricul-
ture consumers. The power regulator 
slashed the basic tariff for agri consum-
ers from Rs 16.60 per unit to Rs 13 per 
unit at the request of Ministry of Power 
Division, said a notification. Ministry of 
Power Division submitted the request 
for the tariff reduction on December 
14. The decrease would be applicable 
to all agri consumers of WAPDA pow-
er distribution companies (DISCOs) 
including K-Electric. The consumers 
would get relief of Rs 28 billion and the 
federal government would provide a 
subsidy in this regard. It would apply to 
the billing month of November. (APP)

FIR to be lodged against 
Maulana Hidayat-ur- Reh-
man, says Farah Azeem

QUETTA: Spokesperson of Baloch-
istan Government Farah Azeem Shah 
on Tuesday said that a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) would be lodged 
against protesters of ‘Haq Do Tehreek’, 
especially Maulana Hidayat-ur-Reh-
man allegedly responsible for the mar-
tyrdom of a policeman in Gwadar. In a 
statement issued here, she said that one 
demonstrator opened fire on the police 
personnel, due to the incitement, caus-
ing his martyrdom. The spokesperson 
said that the incident was very sad 
and condemnable as the police force 
showed restraint despite the attempts 
of provocation. She maintained that the 
purpose of the incitement was to sabo-
tage the atmosphere of peace and ne-
gotiations and the civil society of Gwa-
dar was also condemning the behavior 
of unjustified provocation  (APP)

Governor Sindh meets 
Bohra community’s 

spiritual leader 
Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin
KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran 
Khan Tessori on Tuesday met the spir-
itual leader of Dawoodi Bohra Jamaat 
Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin. On this 
occasion, his three sons were also pres-
ent, said a spokesperson of the Gover-
nor House. The governor welcomed 
Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin on his ar-
rival in Pakistan and requested him to 
pray for the development and prosper-
ity of the nation. Kamran Khan Tessori 
said that the Bohra community was 
playing an important role in the devel-
opment of Pakistan. Syedna Mufaddal 
Saifuddin said that Pakistan was his 
second home and he was very happy to 
visit the country. (APP)

Last date for encashment 
of prize bonds extended

KARACHI: The Federal Government 
has given another opportunity to the 
public to get the withdrawn prize 
bonds of Rs.7500, 15,000, 25,000 
and Rs. 40,000 redeemed/ encashed 
by June 30, 2023, SBP press re-
lease said here on Tuesday. Earlier, 
the government had fixed deadline 
of June 30, 2022, for redemption/
encashment of these prize bonds, 
however, considering that some of 
the prize bond holders could not get 
their bonds redeemed a final oppor-
tunity has been given for encash-
ment of prize bonds till 30th June 
2023.  (APP)


