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NEW DEHLI: At least 18 children 
have died after consuming a syrup 
manufactured by Indian drugmaker 
Marion Biotech Pvt Ltd, Uzbekistan’s 
Ministry of Health says. The minis-
try said 18 of 21 children who took 
the Doc-1 Max syrup while suffering 
from an acute respiratory disease died 
after consuming it. It is marketed on 
the company’s website as a treatment 
for cold and flu symptoms. A batch 
of the syrup contained ethylene gly-
col, which the ministry said is a toxic 
substance. The syrup was imported 
into Uzbekistan by Quramax Medical 
LLC, the ministry said in its statement 
released on Tuesday. It also said the 
syrup was given to children at home 
without a doctor’s prescription, ei-
ther by their parents or on the advice 
of pharmacists, and at doses that ex-
ceeded the standard dose for children.

It was not immediately clear wheth-
er all or any of the children had 
consumed the suspect batch or had 
consumed more than the standard 
dose, or both. Indian health ministry 
officials said they were aware of the 
report from Uzbekistan but declined 
to comment, according to a report by 

India’s Hindu newspaper.  The Uzbek 
fatalities follow similar ones in The 
Gambia, where the deaths of at least 
70 children have been blamed on 
cough and cold syrups made by New 
Delhi-based Maiden Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd. Both India’s government and the 
company have denied the medicines 
were at fault.
India is known as the “pharmacy of 
the world”, and its pharmaceutical 
exports have more than doubled over 
the past decade to $24.5bn in the past 
fiscal year. The Uzbek health ministry 
said it had dismissed seven employ-
ees for negligence for not analysing 
the deaths in a timely manner and 
not taking necessary measures. It said 
it had taken disciplinary measures 
against some “specialists”, without 
specifying what role the specialists 
had. (AGENCIES)
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PM sets up committee to curtail electricity 
use in government offices by 30pc

ANKARA: Elon Musk, the CEO of 
SpaceX and Twitter, said that about 
100 Starlink satellites provide inter-
net support in Iran.”Approaching 
100 Starlinks active in Iran,” the 
51-year-old business magnate tweet-
ed on Monday in response to imag-
es showing Iranian women walking 
outside with their hair uncovered, 
which is legally banned in the coun-
try. Earlier, Musk said he would de-
ploy Starlink satellites to allow dem-
onstrators to communicate in Iran, 

amid continuing protests that erupt-
ed after the death of a young woman 
who was in the custody of morality 
police after allegedly violating the Is-
lamic dress code. Starlink, a satellite 
constellation operated by SpaceX, 
provides internet access with more 
than 3,300 mass-produced small sat-
ellites in low Earth orbit to 45 coun-
tries. Months-long protests hit Iran 
following the death of Mahsa Amini 
while in the custody of morality po-
lice this September. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Federal Finance and Rev-
enue Minister Senator Muhammad 
Ishaq Dar on Wednesday while re-
jecting the rumors about Pakistan’s 
going to default assured that Paki-
stan has resilience and will survive all 
challenges. Pakistan has a very beau-
tiful future. However, he stressed on 
joint and targeted efforts by the pub-
lic and private sectors to come out 
of this pressing economic situation. 
These words were expressed by the 
Finance Minister (through a video 
link) at the ceremony held here. The 
Pakistan Stock Exchange celebrat-
ed the first listing of a development 
REIT titled “Globe Residence REIT.” 
It was largely attended by capital 
market players, leasing businessmen 
and bankers. The prominent were 
PSX Chairperson PSX Dr. Shamshad 

Akhtar, its MD, Fauukh H. Khan and 
Arif Habib. Dar condemned that 
certain elements involved in dirty 
politics were active in disinforma-
tion about the country’s economic 
condition and created chaos where 
the people had started buying gold 
and dollars. He expressed his sat-
isfaction with the listing of another 
RIET at PSX. However, he observed, 
Pakistan could not progress much on 
this account since the first REIT was 
listed in 2015. He referred India who 
had a high REIT portfolio. He said 
when he took over as the Federal 
Finance Minister on September 28, 
2022, he identified the areas with a 
special focus on the corporate sector, 
the Security Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan and the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange. (Agencies)

JOHANNESBURG: From an eight-
year-old snatched on her way to 
school to a wealthy businessman who 
was abducted and murdered, South 
Africa is experiencing a surge in kid-
nappings for money. During the fes-
tive season, police have been warning 
parents to be vigilant around beach-
es and shopping malls -- potential 
hotspots for child abduction. “They 
should take extra care of their chil-
dren,” said Robert Netshiunda, police 
spokesman in the southeastern prov-
ince of KwaZulu-Natal. “Children go 
missing and a crime of kidnapping is a 
reality,” he told AFP. South Africa has 
long had a reputation for violent crime 
and is often described as one of the 

most dangerous countries in the world 
outside a war zone. But kidnapping for 
ransom or extortion “is comparatively 
new”, noted Jean-Pierre Smith, a Cape 
Town municipal security councillor. 
The phenomenon started to rise in 
2016 and is now experiencing explo-
sive growth, according to the Global 
Initiative Against Transnational Or-
ganised Crime (GI-TOC), a non-prof-
it. Police recorded more than 4,000 
cases between July and September, a 
two-fold increase on the same period 
last year. The number of kidnappings 
today are “the highest ever in the 
history of South Africa,” anti-crime 
activist Yusuf Abramjee told AFP.  
(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: After mainland China re-
laxed COVID-19 response measures, 
Hong Kong on Wednesday followed 
the suit and said the city residents are 
no longer required to present proof 
of vaccination when entering public 
venues. Hong Kong Chief Executive 
John Lee Ka-chiu told a news confer-
ence that the new steps were taken 
on the basis of the “wide vaccination” 
of city residents. Lee said Hong Kong 
already had a “relatively wide and 
comprehensive anti-epidemic barri-
er.” The new measures are effective 
from Thursday. “About 2.5 million 
people have been infected and (when 
the vaccination rate reaches) 94%, 

the pandemic risks are controlla-
ble,” he said. “We will not return to 
the old road (of tightening pandem-
ic control),” the daily South China 
Morning Post quoted Lee as saying. 
Under the new measures, the admin-
istration in the semi-autonomous re-
gion has ended venue capacity limits, 
public group gathering limits, and 
the requirement of negative tests for 
arrivals. “People will no longer have 
to undergo isolation at home if they 
are found to be in close contact with 
COVID-19 patients. But they are still 
required to undergo tests by them-
selves for at least five days,” said Lee.   
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Wednesday direct-
ed to set up a committee to work 
on reducing electricity consump-
tion in the government offices by 
30 percent.  The committee will 
comprise the Federal Minister for 
Energy, Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Minister of State for Petro-
leum and Natural Resources and 
relevant secretaries. The prime 
minister gave the direction while 
chairing the meeting of the federal 
cabinet. The meeting was told that 

the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting and the National En-
ergy Efficiency and Conversation 
Authority (National Energy Effi-
ciency and Conversation) have also 
prepared an awareness campaign 
about energy saving and austerity.    
The federal cabinet discussed the 
‘Proposed Energy Saving Plan’ pre-
sented by the Power Division. The 
meeting was briefed on the con-
sultation conducted so far with the 
stakeholders regarding the energy 
saving plan. (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Amid a “multilaterally 
changing situation,” North Korea will 
bolster “self-reliant defense capabili-
ty” in the coming year, the country’s 
top leader said. Addressing the coun-
try’s ruling Workers’ Party over the 
past two days, Kim Jong-un present-
ed “principle and policy direction” 
to “defend the country’s sovereignty 
and national interests,” Seoul-based 
Yonhap news Agency reported on 

Wednesday. Pyongyang’s thrust on 
defending its territorial sovereignty 
comes amid rising tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula over the past sever-
al weeks as the US and South Korea 
hold joint military drills while North 
Korea fired dozens of projectiles and 
missiles. On Monday, drones from 
North Korea also crossed the border 
into the South prompting Seoul to 
scramble jets and fire warning shots 

in response. Two major airports were 
shut down by South Korea as the 
drones crossed the Military Demar-
cation Line, which separates the two 
Koreas, and were spotted flying in 
areas in Gimpo, Ganghwa Island, and 
Paju. Seoul acknowledged “limits in 
detecting and striking small surveil-
lance drones” as the South Korean 
military publicly apologized over the 
major security issue.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) has received €1,000,000 [One 
million euro] donation by the L’Oréal 
Group, the world’s leading beauty 
company, to provide emergency sup-
port for flood-affected communities 
in Pakistan as well as help rebuild 
community infrastructure such as 
schools, hospitals and shelters. The 
donation, which comes as the people 
of Pakistan continue to grapple with 
the devastating effects of the 2022 
floods, will contribute to UNHCR’s 

response for approximately 8.5 mil-
lion people in the worst affected 
provinces of Sindh, Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Key activities 
include the handover of emergency 
core relief items including blankets, 
emergency shelter, hygiene items, 
mosquito nets and solar-powered 
lanterns, says a press release. UN-
HCR, in its leadership of protection 
activities is also working along-
side partners to ensure that critical 
needs are identified and addressed 
through prevention, risk mitigation 

and other services by specialised 
actors. The grant will strengthen 
measures to address gender-based 
violence and child protection risks, 
to ensure timely aid for the most 
vulnerable and delivered in a safe 
and dignified manner. The funding 
will also assist in the early recov-
ery process, including building up 
the resilience of refugees and their 
host communities and rehabilitat-
ing damaged public services such as 
schools, health, and water supplies. 
(Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: Stepping up 
the pressure on the Taliban, the UN 
Security Council has called for the 
full, equal and meaningful participa-
tion of women and girls in Afghan-
istan, denouncing a ban on women 
attending universities or working 
for humanitarian aid groups. “The 
members of the Security Council 
are deeply alarmed by reports that 
the Taliban have suspended access 
to universities for women and girls, 
and reiterated their deep concern of 
the suspension of school beyond the 

sixth grade…,” the 15-member body 
said in a unanimously agreed state-
ment, released Tuesday. The Coun-
cil said the ban on women and girls 
attending high school and universi-
ties in Afghanistan “represents an 
increasing erosion for the respect of 
human rights and fundamental free-
doms.” It added that the ban “would 
have a significant and immediate 
impact on humanitarian operations 
in the country”, including those of 
the United Nations. On Saturday, the 
Taliban banned women from work-

ing in non-governmental organiza-
tions, saying the move was justified 
because some of the workers had 
not adhered to the required Islamic 
dress code. The Taliban had already 
suspended university education for 
women and secondary schooling for 
girls. The Council urged the Tali-
ban “to reopen schools and swiftly 
reverse these policies and practic-
es, which represents an increasing 
erosion for the respect of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms.” 
(Agencies)

DUBAI: With foreign workers making 
up the vast bulk of private sector jobs 
in the United Arab Emirates, the Gulf’s 
second-largest economy wants to boost 
opportunities for its own citizens. The 
UAE — like other oil-rich Arab Gulf 
states — has often used the public sec-
tor as an employment vehicle for its 
nationals. But times are changing, said 
34-year-old Emirati researcher Khalifa 

al-Suwaidi, who has himself been look-
ing for a private sector job since quit-
ting a government post in June. “We’ve 
reached a point where we have a diver-
sity among Emiratis in terms of skill sets 
and expertise,” said Suwaidi. “The pub-
lic sector can no longer accommodate 
many of those talents”. Just 12 percent 
of the country’s more than nine million 
residents are UAE nationals, with over 

90 percent of private sector jobs taken 
by foreigners, according to International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) figures. Su-
waidi, the author of a forthcoming book 
titled “UAE after the Arab Spring”, said 
he believed some employers overlooked 
his application because they presumed 
an Emirati would demand the high wag-
es often paid in lucrative government 
posts. (Agencies)
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NEWYORK: The US government may 
impose new COVID-19 measures on 
travellers to the United States from 
China over concerns about the “lack 
of transparent data” coming from 
Beijing, US officials said on Tuesday. 
The move comes after Japan, India 
and Malaysia announced stepped up 

rules on travellers from China in the 
last 24 hours, citing a rise in infec-
tions there. Japan has said it would 
require a negative COVID-19 test 
upon arrival for travellers from the 
China. Malaysia put in place addi-
tional tracking and surveillance mea-
sures. “There are mounting concerns 

in the international community on 
the ongoing COVID-19 surges in Chi-
na and the lack of transparent data, 
including viral genomic sequence 
data, being reported from the PRC,” 
the officials said, using the initials 
of the People’s Republic of China. 
(AGENCIES)

US considers imposing new Covid rules for travellers from China
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ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Tariq Salam 
Marwat Wednesday while directing 
the health department said that all 
arrangements should be completed 
well before time for the 5-day long 
anti-polio campaign which would 
commence from 16th January and 
continue till 20th of January 2023. 
He expressed these views while 
chairing a meeting of the District 
Polio Eradication Committee at 
the office. Health department of-
ficials while briefing the meeting 
informed that during the campaign, 
more than 233,000 children of dis-
trict Abbottabad under the age of 5 
years will be vaccinated against po-
lio. A total of 1,316 teams would be 

formed for the anti-polio campaign. 
Deputy Commissioner Abbottabad 
directed the completion of cam-
paign preparations and stressed 
that all measures should be taken 
to make the drive a success and 
provide foolproof security to the 
polio teams. He emphasized that 
all departments and District price 
Control Magistrates should ensure 
surveillance and vaccination of 
teams in their area. In his message 
to all the citizens, especially all the 
parents, he requested support ad-
ministration and vaccination teams 
for ensuring in giving polio drops to 
their children up to 5 years of age. 
Deputy Commissioner Abbottabad 
issued instructions to the Health 

Department, and Local Government 
Department to remain in touch 
with the Ulema to educate people 
and highlight the importance of po-
lio and drops during sermons in the 
mosques. Apart from this, Health 
Department also issued instruc-
tions regarding awareness among 
the people through print, social and 
electronic media. The campaign 
will be monitored by the District 
Polio Control Room to maximize its 
effectiveness of the campaign. In 
the meeting, ADC Jabril Raza, ADC 
Finance and Planning Abbas Afridi, 
District Health Officer Abbottabad 
Dr. Faisal Khanzada, and MS DHQ 
Dr. Aamir Israr were also present.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Water & Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) issued 
the position of the river inflows 
and outflows at Tarbela, Mangla, 
and Chashma along with the res-
ervoirs levels and the barrages on 
Wednesday morning. According 
to a spokesman of the authority 
inflows and outflows in the Indus 
River at Tarbela were recorded at 
17200 cusecs and 10000 cusecs, 
inflows and outflows in Kabul Riv-
er at Nowshera were 8100 cusecs 
and 8100 cusecs while inflows and 

outflows at Khairabad bridge were 
15600 cusecs and 15600 cusecs. 
Similarly, inflows and outflows in 
Jhelum River at Mangla were 6300 
cusecs and 4000 cusecs while in-
flows and outflows in Chenab Riv-
er at Marala were 7000 cusecs and 
7000 cusecs respectively. Inflows 
and outflows in Jinnah Barrage 
were 26400 cusecs and 21900 cu-
secs, Chashma (inflows: 25700 cu-
secs and outflows 13000 cusecs), 
Taunsa (inflows 25500 cusecs and 
outflows 21700 cusecs), Guddu (in-
flows 24800 cusecs and outflows 
17800 cusecs), Sukkur (inflows 
15800 cusecs and outflows 500 cu-
secs) Kotri (inflows 4600 cusecs 
and outflows 4600 cusecs), Trimmu 
(inflows 6100 cusecs and outflow 
Nil cusecs while inflows and out-
flows in Panjnad were 5900 cusecs 
and outflows Nil cusecs. Mean-

while, Tarbela Dam was operating 
at the level of 1489.89 feet against 
the maximum conservation level 
of 1550 feet and minimum level of 
1398 feet. Live storage on Wednes-
day morning was 2.732 million acre-
feet (MAF). Mangla Dam was oper-
ating at 1117.40 feet level against 
a maximum conservation level of 
1242 feet and minimum operat-
ing level of 1050 feet. Live storage 
on Wednesday morning was 0.725 
MAF. Similarly, Chashma was oper-
ating at 641.10 feet against a maxi-
mum conservation level of 649 feet. 
Live storage was 0.042 MAF. The 
inflows and outflows of River Indus 
at Tarbela, Jinnah, and Chashma, 
River Kabul at Nowshera, and Riv-
er Jhelum at Mangla have been re-
flected as mean flows of 24 hours, 
whereas the other flows have been 
gauged at 6.00 a.m. (APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 233.2 235.5

China Yuan 32.51 32.76

Japanese Yen 2.3 2.35

Saudi Riyal 65 65.6

U.A.E Dirham 68.4 69

UK Pound 298 301

Euro 261 263.5

Australian Dollar 155.5 156.75

Canadian Dollar 168 169.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
154400

Rs. 
141532

Rs. 
135100

Rs. 
115800

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
132400

Rs. 
121366

Rs. 
115850

Rs. 99300

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13240 Rs. 12137 Rs. 11585 Rs. 9930

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
375300

Rs. 
344022

Rs. 
328388

Rs. 
281475

Man poisons wife to death before killing himself

RMS capacity building workshop  
for ECP staff concludes

Rain in most districts, snowfall over hills 
predicted for KP

PPP Mohmand observes BB’s death anniversary

IMSciences awards 188 degrees, 20 medals

JUI-F convenes APC on KP situation

Need stressed to build long term robust resilience in 
response to disastrous climate induced calamities

PPC Election Committee to meet on Dec 29

Smuggler arrested with 5.38kg hashish

DC Mardan vows stern action against illegal 
housing societies

PESCO issues power shutdown notice

PESHAWAR: A man in Mian Khel 
village of Katlang tehsil in Mardan 
district on Wednesday poisoned his 
wife to death and later committed 
suicide by taking the same poison. 
Katlang police said the husband gave 
poison to his wife and later took the 

same toxin to kill himself. Some do-
mestic issues led to the unfortunate 
incident, the police said. Bodies of 
both the deceased were shifted to Te-
hsil Headquarters Hospital Katlang 
for medico-legal procedure. Further 
investigation was underway. (APP)

PESHAWAR: First Master trainer 
workshop for the capacity building of 
the staffers of the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) for the use of 
a result Management System (RMS) 
during the upcoming general elec-
tions concluded here the other day. 
According to a press release issued 
here on Wednesday, the Joint Provin-
cial Election Commissioner (Admin), 
Mohammad Javed Afridi distributed 
certificates among the participants 

of the training. Addressing the par-
ticipants of the capacity building 
workshop, Mohammad Javed Afri-
di congratulated the trainees on the 
completion of their training and ap-
preciated the cooperation of the Unit-
ed Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) in this regard. A total of nine 
such training workshops for the staff-
ers of the ECP have been planned and 
the process will continue till Decem-
ber 31, 2022.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Wednes-
day forecast rain with snowfall over 
the hills in the majority of the dis-
tricts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during 
the next 24 hours. The center said 
these weather conditions may pre-
vail in Abbottabad, Haripur, Manseh-
ra, Battagram, Torghar, Kohistan, 
Shangla, Buner, Malakand, Swat, 
Lower & Upper Dir, Chitral, Bajaur, 
Mohmand, Khyber, Charsadda, Pe-
shawar, Nowshera, Mardan, Swabi, 
Kohat, Hangu, Karak, Orakzai, Kur-
ram, Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Tank, 
Dera Ismail Khan, North and South 
Waziristan districts. During the last 

24 hours, very cold and dry weather 
was observed in most districts of the 
province. The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures recorded in centi-
grade at different stations of the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar 
City 22/00, Chitral 13/00, Timergara 
19/00, Dir 17/-4, Mirkhani 15/-1, Ka-
lam 10/-8, Drosh 14/00, Saidu Sharif 
19/-2, Pattan 20/07, Malam Jabba 06/-
3, Takht Bhai 20/01, Kakul 16/00, Bal-
akot 20/00, Parachinar 19/04, Bannu 
23/03, Cherat 15/05, D.I. Khan 19/05. 
The lowest temperatures recorded in 
the province were -8�C in Kalam and 
-06�C in Tirah valley of Khyber dis-
trict.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan People’s Par-
ty (PPP), tribal district Mohmand 
observed the 15th death anniversa-
ry of the late Chairperson, Benazir 
Bhutto Shaheed by organizing a cer-
emony in Mohmand Press Club at 
Ghalanai, said a press release issued 
on Wednesday. Besides, party office 
bearers including district president, 
Malik Israel Khan, Haji Mir Afzal, Dr. 
Faraz, Noor islam Safi, Sher Azam, 
Sanaullah, Rais Khan, and Sartaj 
Khan a large number of party work-
ers attended the ceremony and paid 
tributes to the services of Benazir 
Bhutto Shaheed and PPP founding 
chairman, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Sha-

heed. The speakers also highlighted 
the services and achievements of Zu-
lfikar Ali Bhutto Shaheed including 
initiating the nuclear program, con-
vening the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, and declaration of Qa-
dianis as non-Muslim. They further 
said that the foundation of the devel-
opment of the tribal area was laid by 
no other than Bhuttos who vowed to 
carry their mission forward and ren-
dering all kinds of sacrifices in this 
regard. In the end, the participants of 
the ceremony prayed for the eternal 
peace of the soul of Benazir Bhutto 
Shaheed and the progress and devel-
opment of the country. (APP)

PESHAWAR: In the third phase of 
its 5th convocation, the Institute of 
Management Sciences (IMScienc-
es) on Wednesday awarded degrees 
to a total of 188 graduates, out of 
which 14 received gold medals and 
six bagged silver medals. The chief 
guest of the ceremony was Dr Nass-
er Ali Khan, Project Director, Pak-
Austria Fachhochschule Institute 
of Applied Sciences and Technolo-
gy, who was the former Director of 
IMSciences Peshawar. Dr Mohsin 
officially welcomed graduates, par-

ents, guests, members of the press 
and the chief guest. He said, “Today 
marks the third of three parts of IM-
Sciences’ 5th convocation, which is 
in honour of graduates of Bachelor 
programmes. He congratulated the 
graduates on their achievement and 
said they were fortunate to be among 
the top eight percent of Pakistan’s 
population who had acquired higher 
education. The ceremony concluded 
with all graduates paying homage 
to the age-old tradition of throwing 
their caps in the air. (APP)

PESHAWAR: JUI-F Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has decided to convene an 
All Parties Conference (APC) over 
the deteriorating law and order situ-
ation, economic crisis, and situation 
that emerged in the province due to 
non-serious measures of the provin-

cial government. The APC would 
be held in Mufti Mahmood Markaz, 
Peshawar on Sunday (January 1, 
2023). JUI-F chief Maulana Fazal-
ur-Rehman and leaders of other 
political parties would also attend.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: International com-
munity is urged to take destruction 
and damages caused by disastrous 
flooding in Pakistan as a test case 
and initiate practical measures to 
build long-term and robust resilience 
in a manner that we do not have to 
meet emergencies again and again. 
“Rebuilding again after a climate-in-
duced disaster is not the solution that 
can help countries like Pakistan, we 
need to build for the better to with-
stand greater pressures,” observes Dr. 
Arjumand Nizami, Country Director 
Helvetas Pakistan. These views were 
expressed by her in a virtual message 
sent during the recently held Climate 
Change Conference (COP 27) in 
Sharm el-Sheikh. “In a longer term 

we have to rethink and revisit our 
concept of development,” opined Dr. 
Arjumand who has 29 years of work 
experience in development cooper-
ation. The high emitting countries 
need to fast track emission reductions 
and spend more on providing low 
emitting countries with stronger and 
well governed adaption solutions, she 
proposes. “Today its Pakistan, tomor-
row it can be some other country be-
cause there are eight hundred million 
people living in climate hot spots and 
we should not wait for another disas-
ter to happen,” she warned. “Now its 
time for international community to 
actually translate promises made in 
different conferences into action,” Dr. 
Arjumand remarked.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A meeting of the Elec-
tion Committee, Peshawar Press Club 
(PPC) has been convened on Thurs-
day at 5:00 pm, Chairman Zulfikar Ali 
Shah will preside over the meeting. 

All members of the committee have 
been requested to attend. The meet-
ing will finalize arrangements for the 
annual elections of the club, sched-
uled on December 31, 2022. (APP)

KOHAT: During an anti-narcotics op-
eration initiated on the instructions 
of DPO Kurram Abdus Samad Khan, 
police on Wednesday recovered 5.38 
kg hashish from a passenger at a 
check post. In charge, Chachri check 
post informed that during the in-
spection of passenger vehicles, 5.38 
kg hashish was recovered from the 

luggage of a suspected passenger, 
as named Abu Bakar, a resident of 
Chachri. The hashish and smuggler 
were taken into custody and a case 
under the narcotics act was regis-
tered against him at Alizai police 
station. The accused was later hand-
ed over to the investigation team for 
further interrogation. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Expressing anguish 
over illegal housing societies in Mar-
dan district, Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Mardan, Captain (Retd) Ab-
dul Rehman on Wednesday vowed 
stern action against them. He was 
presiding over a meeting regarding 
illegal housing societies across the 
district. Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (General), Engineer Syed 
Shahzeb, Assistant Commissioner 
(AC) Mardan, Ayesha Tahir and AC 
Takhtbai, ACs Katlang, Rustam and 
Ghari Kapura were also present on 
the occasion. During the meeting, 
the newly-posted deputy commis-
sioner was briefed in detail regard-
ing illegal/unregistered housing so-
cieties operating across the district 
without obtaining permission/no 

objection certificate from the depart-
ments concerned. He was further 
informed that the illegal housing so-
cieties were sealed several times in 
the past and complete bans had been 
imposed on the sale and purchase of 
plots in them. The DC clarified in un-
equivocal terms that no one was al-
lowed to establish housing societies 
on agricultural land and added that 
the government was very much clear 
that such activities should be carried 
out only on barren land.He said that 
besides owners, builders of such so-
cieties would also face stern action 
and the transfer of land would also 
be banned. “Illegal housing societies 
are eating agricultural land in the 
district and food shortage is looming 
large,” he added. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric Sup-
ply Company (PESCO) on Wednesday 
issued power suspension notice that 
due to maintenance work, power sup-
ply will remain suspended from132 
KV Peshawar Cantt Grid Station on 
29th December from 9AM  to 3PM, 
resultantly consumers of 11 KV Teh-
kal, Islamia College, KTH, Commer-
cial 1,2,  University Town, NCR, PAF, 
PAF Base, Sadar Road, Mall Road, 
MES 1, Warsak 1, Marble Industries, 
CAA, Palosi 1, ICF 1, Tehkal Payan, 
Bank of Khyber, Scarp 1 feeders will 
face inconvenience. Similarly, power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Pesco Colony  Grid Station on 
29th December from 9 AM  to 3PM, 
resultantly consumers of 11 KV ICF2, 
Warak 2, Warsak Road Express feed-
ers will face inconvenience. Power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Nishat Terbela- Wah Line 

Controlling Breaker on 29th Decem-
ber from 9 AM to 5PM, resultantly 
consumers of 132 KV Nishat Tarbe-
la grid connected 11 KV feeders will 
face inconvenience. Power Supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Bsham-Thakot-Pattan Breaker on 
30th and 31st December from 9 AM 
to 1PM, resultantly consumers of 132 
KV Besham and 33 KV Thakot, Pat-
tan 11 KV  feeders will face incon-
venience. Power Supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Swat Grid 
Station on 29th and 31st December 
from 9 AM  to 3PM, resultantly con-
sumers of 11 KV Malam Jaba, Saidu 
Sharif Hospital, Bandai, Mingora 
2,3,4, Marghuzar, Senior Hospital, 
Gogdar, Takhtaband, Shankar, Haji 
Baba, Saidu Baba, Bara Bandai, Sha-
dara, Hospital Express, Ajrang, New 
Khwazakhela, Shen, Charbagh feed-
ers will face inconvenience. (APP)
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The situation in Balochistan is getting worsen day by day. 
Attacks on security forces and bomb blasts has become a 
norm. The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and DESIH 
are mostly active terrorist groups, but other terrorist groups 
of the area have now joined TTP and are active on a broad-
er spectrum.
The recent protests in Gwadar continue to grow in both 
size and intensity as the provincial government has failed 
to engage and address grievances of the protesters. For the 
past two months, the Gwadar Rights Movement (GRM) 
under the leadership of Maulana Hidayatur Rehman has 
been protesting in Gwadar, turning up the heat against the 
government. However, the Balochistan government chose 
to turn a blind eye towards the protests, and was stirred 
into action only after videos of the protesters went viral on 
social media.
The poor handling of the situation has only further widened 
the trust deficit as the defiant Maulana decided not to hold 
talks with the ministers, who were then forced to meet sec-
ond-tier leaders of the GRM
The demands put forth by the people of Gwadar have al-
ways been genuine, be it the provision of basic services 
such as water and electricity, an end to illegal fishing by 
trawlers, or the recovery of missing persons. 
To sort this mess out, the government should readdress the 
grievances of the local people, specially related to CPEC, 
should announce a new economic development package, 
and involve local communities in developmental work of 
the province. It’s important to control law and order of the 
province and bring it back on the track of the prosperity 
and development..

Security situatuion of Balochistan

Just before Christmas, the US 
Congress passed the bumper Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA), which sets out all military 
spending by the US for the coming 
year. The key to understanding the 
NDAA is that it is an annual ritual, 
its size gets bigger and bigger, and 
ultimately it will never fail to pass. 
Despite this, it is a hotly negotiated 
bill because it is a question of who 
should get what and why – the US 
military industrial complex wants 
its money, making it a fest for lob-
bying and arms procurement. But 
the bill is also a competition as to 
which US senators can successfully 
use it to force through their agen-
das on other areas. As is the case 
with bumper-sized bills on Capitol 
Hill, especially before the session 
terminates with the end of the year, 
many congressmen engage in a 
process of “piggybacking,” where 
they strive to attach smaller bills to 
the bigger NDAA bill to get them 
passed. As one unusual example 
of such piggybacking, in 2020 Chi-
na sanctions related to Tibet were 
passed as part of a Congressional 
Stimulus Bill. This is how the Con-
gressional game works. As a result, 
the NDAA bill, especially because 
of its national security implications 
and highly militaristic nature, is 
ripe for anti-China bills of every 
kind to be attached to it and pushed 
through, and as it happens a bill 
known as the “Taiwan Enhanced 
Resilience Act” (TERA), which 
mandates up to $10 billion in annu-
al military assistance for the island 
against China, was lobbed in with 
NDAA by hawkish senators and 
passed. China wasn’t happy, and 
responded with the biggest show 
of force since Nancy Pelosi’s high-
ly provocative visit to the territory 
in August. As described by the As-
sociated Press, on Christmas Day 
Beijing sent “71 planes and seven 
ships toward Taiwan in a 24-hour 
display of force directed at the is-
land”, sending tensions rocketing 

again. The exercises are a remind-
er that even though there has been 
some small-scale rapprochement 
between China and the West, in re-
ality nothing has changed regard-
ing Taiwan, and more so than the 
administration itself, it is the US 
Congress that is actively ramping 
up the tensions here.
Taiwan has become the centrepiece 
of the US strategy to contain Chi-
na. Washington wants to maintain 
the island’s de-facto independence 
and separation from the mainland 
at all costs, seeing it as a strategic, 
technological, political and military 
bulwark. Taiwan is a crucial piece 
on the chessboard, and as that 
piece falls, it will allow China to 
gain military hegemony across the 
Asia-Pacific region through the sea 
lanes it will subsequently control. 
Thus, despite professing to follow 
the “One China Policy” wherein 
the US supposedly acknowledges 
Chinese sovereignty over Taiwan, 
Washington has increased its sup-
port to the island significantly and 
encouraged it to pursue pro-inde-
pendence adventurism, which has 
served to raise tensions.
However, the strategy doesn’t end 
there. As tensions heat up, and Bei-
jing responds, the US turns around 
and calls China “the aggressor” 
and accuses it of destabilizing the 
region. Having thus played up the 
peril, it then lobbies other coun-
tries in the region, such as the Phil-
ippines, Japan and South Korea, 
to take sides, and states that they 
cannot remain neutral. This allows 
the United States to maximize its 
own power projection in the re-
gion, raise tensions and break re-
gional integration between some of 
these countries and China. It is no 
surprise, given this, that many US 
hawks, particularly in Congress, 
relish the thought of deliberately 
escalating tensions further.
Because of this, the biggest prov-
ocations from the US over Taiwan 
in the year 2022 have not actually 

come from President Joe Biden or 
his administration, but from con-
gressmen. While this notoriously 
includes Nancy Pelosi’s trip to the 
island, many other lawmakers have 
also jumped on the bandwagon and 
followed suit. Worse still, the con-
flict in Ukraine has also served to 
embolden these lawmakers and 
anti-China figures to push harder 
on Taiwan, leading them to draw 
parallels between the two situa-
tions, something that has also been 
encouraged from leaders in Taipei 
who have been determined to get 
attention over their support for 
Kiev.
Likewise, there is a growing accu-
mulation of Taiwan-related support 
bills coming from hawkish senators 
such as Bob Menendez and Marco 
Rubio. Owing to the US separa-
tion of powers, it is difficult for the 
White House to maintain perfect 
control over its foreign policy, and 
it is often left making false reas-
surances to Beijing, even though 
Washington’s own actions are dif-
ferent in practice. This means that 
even if Biden is specifically choos-
ing not to raise tensions at a certain 
time, congressmen have the power 
to do so anyway, with stunts such 
as this.
This all means that come 2023, 
there will be no alleviation of Tai-
wan-related tensions, and the mat-
ter will only get worse. US con-
gressmen will continue to push 
political boundaries on the issue to 
provoke Beijing into reacting, as it 
did on Christmas Day, and with Pe-
losi’s visit, framing mainland China 
as an aggressor and stoking region-
al instability. China may feel it is 
demonstrating deterrence and act-
ing tough, but the ultimate outcome 
of this is that things are only getting 
worse. Taiwan is a vicious circle. 
How much longer can it keep going 
until Beijing snaps?

Courtesy: RT
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Hawks in Congress may drag the US into conflict over Taiwan
— By Timur Fomenko

In the age of the post-truth world, 
power politics serves as an in-
strument used to achieve political 
power via propaganda, abusive re-
marks and mudslinging regarding 
one’s opponents. In other words, 
power politics demands rhetori-
cal comments based on morality, 
religious affiliations and other so-
cial tendencies to woo the public 
to rally around a popular political 
leader. In so doing, political lead-
ers, who pretend like a messiah, 
often face difficulties to prove 
their innocence when the media 
hunts them for contradictions not 
only in their actions but also in 
their words. Imran Khan’s case is 
similar to a political messiah who 
is bound to face public scrutiny in 
one way or another as audio leaks 
expose his private life to larger 
national and international media. 
Another reason why Khan fails 
to cope with the current situation 
is that he has shown himself in a 
way that often becomes difficult 
for him to stand up to political in-
trigues.
Moreover, the public is very sen-
sitive to Khan and his character. 
They think that he has changed 
himself as he is no longer a play-
boy. Khan has also aggravated the 
situation as he plays to the tunes of 
the public by showing himself as a 
religious man, incorruptible and 
pious. To cater to the anti-women 
sentiments of the general public of 
Pakistan, Khan has remarked that 
men are not robots for they could 
not resist temptations when wom-
en are dressed in poor manners.
Though audio leaks are a personal 
matter of Khan, it is, however, im-
portant to mention that Khan’s ac-
tions are contrary to what he talks 
about in front of millions.
He is being exposed every other 
day via leaks, stories of financial 
mishandling and corrupt practices 

in which his family are involved 
but he is not showing any humil-
ity. Populist figures always try to 
shroud their personal and admin-
istrative errors in hysterical sto-
ries so that they can neutralize 
public anger. Khan seems to have 
chosen this way for he is not being 
humbled by his mistakes. Instead, 
he is trying to tell the public that 
he has sold his watches. In trying 
to paint himself as a good Muslim, 
Khan is making political blunders 
such as he pretends that it is not 
the corruption, mismanaged gov-
ernance and other administrative 
errors for which he had been re-
moved from office.
Blinded by power politics, Khan 
is on the way to dissolving the 
assemblies of Punjab and KPK 
respectively. Having failed to con-
vince the power centres of the 
country via his long march, Khan 
is hurting himself. Another rea-
son why Khan is doing this is that 
he wants to shift the focus of the 
public away from himself to the 
government as he failed to get the 
date of the elections.
Conclusively, Khan is at a cross-
roads as the more he seems bel-
ligerent, the more he is exposed. 
Instead of fighting a lost war, Khan 
must change his attitude, say sorry 
to the public and correct his way 
forward by coming back to par-
liament and negotiating with the 
government on political platforms. 
Otherwise, raising the political 
temperature would hurt Khan 
more than anyone else as he has 
made more enemies – outnumber-
ing his friends. Populist politics is, 
thus, dangerous because it isolates 
politics from morality which is the 
core principle of governance.

 
Courtesy:
Daily Times

Is Power Politics Leading to Moral Crisis?
— By Shahzaib Hassan

The footballer, Messi
Lionel Messi is one of the 
world’s best football players. 
He is the captain of Argentina. 
He helped his team win the final 
of the FIFA world cup of 2022 
which was in Qatar. The first 
match was with Saudi Arabia 

and in this match, Messi lost. 
However, after this, he showed 
more hard work and successful-
ly won the match.
Because of his hard work he 
brought his team to the final and 
won the final in front of France. 
So this is a lesson that everyone 

can be successful if the person 
is hardworking. So we must 
learn a lesson from the world 
cup FIFA and the international 
player Lionel Messi.

KAMBER JAN,
Turbat.

Letters to the Editor

Swat, a scenic mountainous district 
of Malakand division, also known as 
the Switzerland of Pakistan, came 
under the limelight of international 
media when terrorism picked ground 
in this valley of dreams in the mid-
2000s. Since then, the valley has wit-
nessed a wave of terror, disrupting 
the peace, tranquility, and progress of 
the area. All anti-Taliban voices were 
gunned down, kidnapped, guillotined, 
or deprived of their homes during the 
reign of terror commenced by a local 
religious leader, Sufi Muhammad, 
followed by Mullah Fazlullah. Sufi 
Muhammad established Tehrik Ni-
faz-e-Shariat-e-Muhammadi (TNSM) 
in 1989. The said movement was based 
on the ‘Shariat or Shahadat’ slogan. 
Over time, TNSM galvanized public 
support owing to the slow provision of 
justice by the local administration in 
Swat. Fast forward to 2001, Sufi Mu-
hammad was arrested by Pakistan’s 
Police Force and his son-in-law, Fa-
zlullah, took charge of TNSM. Fazal 
Hayat, an ordinary farmer based in the 
Mam Derai locality of Swat, changed 
his name to Fazlullah to appear more 
religious. Soon after, he came to be 
popularly known as ‘FM Mullah’ or 
‘Mullah Radio’ when he started an 
FM channel in 2005 and delivered 
sermons through radio telecasts. Af-
ter Fazlullah started gaining public 
support, he began preaching against 
girls’ education, music, television, and 
polio vaccinations. He projected polio 
vaccinations as a Jewish and Christian 
conspiracy to rid the world of Mus-
lims. Additionally, in an utter display 

of intolerance and violence, his sup-
porters also targeted the Valley’s an-
cient rock carvings and centuries-old 
Buddha statues in September 2007, 
just because they were deemed un-Is-
lamic. In a blink of an eye, under the 
leadership of Fazlullah, the beautiful 
valley of peace turned into the valley 
of death. As maimed bodies were left 
in the main Mingora city, the residents 
were told not to remove them until 
further orders. From Green Chowk 
to Slaughter (Khooni) Chowk, Min-
gora’s main square became the site of 
dumped bodies and public executions. 
The reign of terror did not remain 
confined to bloodshed but marked its 
imprint in paralyzing every aspect of 
normal life. The Swat faction of Tali-
ban (the TNSM) banned schooling for 
girls and destroyed these buildings of 
learning and early nurturing. In total, 
170 to 200 girls’ schools were either 
torched or destroyed. Further, 40,000 
locals lost their jobs as tourism came 
to ground zero and everyone rushed 
for the safety of their lives. In parallel, 
55-70% of the total fruit production 
was either lost or wasted. This blood-
ied campaign of terror costed 67% of 
farmers’ crops. The total losses in the 
agriculture sector were worth Rs. 35 
billion, and losses in the tourism indus-
try peaked to 60 billion Pakistani Ru-
pee. According to the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), till 
2007, 400 civilians lost their lives and 
the Taliban annihilated 1000 houses. 
Approximately 2.4 million people fled 
the Swat Valley as of May 2009 escap-
ing the fight between Pakistan’s armed 

forces and the Taliban. Unfortunately, 
only 10–20% of displaced Swati people 
found a temporary living in the camps. 
Others were obliged to stay with fam-
ily and friends or in public spaces like 
schools and other such buildings.
Just recently, the valley of Swat has 
seen massive protests against the new 
wave of terror perpetrated by the Teh-
reek Taliban Pakistan (TTP). The first 
public protest was held on August 9 
by a few dozen young men at Nishat 
Chowk in Mingora, followed by the 
next protest held on October 11, 2022 
in Mingora. These protests speak 
louder of the trauma that is still fresh 
and unhealed in the memory of the 
natives of the valley. They are not yet 
ready to forget the years of terror and 
horror they had to face at the onset of 
the 21st century. In 2000s, when TTP 
started to mushroom in Swat, a mili-
tary operation could be and was the 
answer which, as a result, pushed the 
people of Swat to become Internally 
Displaced People (IDPs). However, the 
odd experiences of being IDPs annex 
more negative remembrances regard-
ing the wave of terror the valley and its 
innocent residents were not ready to 
see. Undoubtedly, they do not want to 
live in IDP camps in the sizzling heat 
of 45 Celsius temperatures, without 
safe drinking water, and all engulfed in 
diseases. The case of Swat illustrates 
that the TTP is a cancer to regional 
peace, prosperity, and development.
Its retrogressive and orthodox view of 
the world wrecks chaos, destruction, 
violence, and terror. 
- Courtesy: NATION

Why Pakhtuns fear terrorism: A case study of Swat
— By Deedar Karim 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif said on Wednesday 
development of agriculture sector 
was the guarantor of food security 
and directed accelerating the im-
plementation of Kisaan Package to 
facilitate the farmers.  He expressed 
these views while chairing a review 
meeting on the Kisaan Package in-
troduced by the government for the 
development of the agriculture sec-
tor.  Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
stressed the need to ensure food se-
curity in Pakistan at all costs. He di-
rected paying special attention to the 
cultivation and production of wheat, 
cotton, canola and olives for food 

security in the country. He empha-
sised ensuring supply of better seeds 
to increase the production of other 
food grains including pulses.  The 
meeting was informed about the im-
plementation of the Kisaan Package, 
youth loan scheme, interest waiver 
for small farmers and provision of in-
terest-free agricultural loans to small 
farmers in the flood-affected areas 
through the State Bank notification 
to banks, for which Instructions have 
been issued. In the current finan-
cial year till November, agricultural 
loans of Rs 664 billion have been 
distributed to farmers, which is 36 
percent more compared to the same 

period of the previous financial year. 
Finance Minister Muhammad Ishaq 
Dar, Minister for National Food Se-
curity and Research Chaudhry Tariq 
Bashir Cheema, Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah Khan, Industries 
Minister Syed Murtaza Mehmood, 
Information Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb, Minister of State for 
Petroleum Dr. Musadek Malik, Spe-
cial Assistant to Prime Minister Dr. 
Jahanzeb Khan were present in 
the meeting. Governor State Bank 
Jameel Ahmed, Prime Minister’s 
Coordinator Rana Ahsan Afzal 
and senior officials were present.   
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has upheld the orders of the Wafaqi 
Mohtasib (WM) to grant COVID 
Health Risk Allowance to 37 employ-
ees of the National Institute of Re-
habilitation Medicines (NIRM) and 
Federal Government Services Hos-
pital (FGSH) who had been deprived 
of the allowance earlier as being de-
clared non-clinical.  The president 
gave this decision while rejecting 
a representation of the Ministry of 
National Health Services, Regula-
tions and Coordination (the Agency) 
against the order of the Mohtasib 
recommending it to move a fresh 

summary to the Prime Minister Sec-
retariat for grant of risk allowance to 
the complainants.  The president in 
his decision observed that in August 
2021, the Agency had provided funds 
to Federal Government Hospitals/
entities to grant COVID Health Risk 
Allowance to clinical staff and that 
the Federal Government Polyclinic 
Postgraduate Medical Institute, Is-
lamabad was also one of the benefi-
ciaries of the fund.  He observed that 
in 2020, all employees were given 
COVID Risk Allowance, however, in 
2021, 37 employees were deprived 
of the allowance as being declared 

non-clinical.  He noted that the Ex-
ecutive Director had recommended 
the Agency to grant the allowance 
to the remaining 37 employees as 
all clinical and non-clinical staff 
worked in the same risky environ-
ment, and were equally vulnerable 
and exposed to infection without 
any exception. The president, in his 
decision, further highlighted that it 
was a reality that both clinical and 
non-clinical employees in the hospi-
tal were vulnerable and performing 
duties within the same premises and 
environment without any exception. 
(Agencies)
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Crackdown ordered against fake fertilizer dealers

ADC for effective strategy to overcome  
polio refusal cases

Employees allotted `only one` plot during 
service: FGEHA clarifies 

Commissioner directs WASA to  
improve recovery target

Farmers advised to use latest technology  
for citrus harvesting

China finalizes tree planting project  
around N-5 in Sindh province

Multipronged strategy seems working  
to avert severe gas crisis

Most wanted Lyari gang members held,  
arms, ammo recovered

We are taking away a bit of Pakistan within 
us, says Somali delegation

VEHARI: Deputy Commissioner 
Safdar Hussain Wark on Wednesday 
ordered the launch of crackdown 
against manufacturers of fake fer-
tilizer and pesticides for improv-
ing the supply chain of fertilizer in 
markets. He issued this directive 
while presiding over the task force 
committee meeting arranged here 
to review the performance of the ag-
riculture and livestock departments. 
Addressing the meeting, the DC said 
agriculture was the backbone of the 
country’s economy and directed the 

departments concerned to resolve 
farmers’ problems on a priority ba-
sis. He asked fertilizer dealers to 
ensure Urea booking on time and 
install panaflexes carrying numbers 
of the control room with the com-
plaint cell of the agriculture depart-
ment. On the occasion, the deputy 
commissioner also instructed the 
police department to register FIRs 
of the complaints within 24 hours. 
The prosecution department should 
better pursue cases in courts, he 
added. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner Tariq 
Mehmood has underlined the need 
for pursuing an effective strategy to 
address refusal cases in the district 
to safeguard the children from the 
crippling disease of polio. In this re-
gard, the ADC chaired a meeting at 
his office which besides officials of 
relevant departments was attended 
by religious scholars from all union 
councils of the district. The meeting 
also reviewed arrangements for the 
upcoming five-day polio campaign 
which is scheduled to be conduct-
ed from January 2. Tariq Mehmood 
said that religious scholars were 

considered opinion leaders in soci-
ety and they should play their role 
by educating parents to get their 
children vaccinated during the up-
coming polio campaign against the 
polio virus. He directed officials 
concerned to perform their duties 
with high spirit and dedication by 
visiting house to house during the 
drive in order to make the area po-
lio-free. The ADC said the anti-polio 
campaign could only be made suc-
cessful with the cooperation of the 
local people to reach out to each 
child during the campaign so that a 
healthy society could be provided to 
our future generation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Govern-
ment Housing Authority (FGEHA) 
has clarified that only one plot is al-
lotted to the government employees 
and other specified groups during 
the entire service under its residen-
tial scheme. “The allotment is made 
as per approved policy of authority 
by the executive committee/board 
from time-to-time as per their en-
titlement according to their scales 
from BS-01 to BS-22,” according to 
an official document available with 
APP. However, it said the govern-
ment in 2006 had allowed an addi-
tional residential plot to the federal 
secretaries (BS-22) officers in pur-
suance of approved policy/ criteria 

titled-Prime Minister’s Assistance 
Package Scheme on the recommen-
dations of Establishment Division. 
About this policy, the document said 
the Islamabad High Court had de-
clared this policy as illegal in 2021, 
directing the Secretaries of Estab-
lishment Division, Housing and 
Works and Law & Justice to place 
the matter of entitlement of second 
plot to Federal Secretaries before 
the Federal Cabinet, who shall give 
its approval afresh after consider-
ing the law. Accordingly, the matter 
was before the federal cabinet who 
approved discontinuation of second 
allotment under Prime Minister’s 
Assistance Package Scheme. (APP)

MULTAN: Commissioner directed 
WASA to improve the recovery target 
while chairing a meeting arranged 
here Wednesday. Ishfaq Ahmad 
Chaudhary asked to the respective 
authority to chalk out a good strategy 
to achieve the goal. The Commission-
er floated a suggestion to outsource 
the recovery fee of WASA. He advised 
the officials concerned to improve 
its business structure in order to in-
crease income. WASA and Mepco 

coordinate with each other to resolve 
problems pertaining to the customers 
and themselves. MD WASA giving a 
briefing on the occasion said that his 
department had pledged Mepco to 
provide its dues worth Rs. 20 million 
this month. While Rs.10 million are 
paid already to Mepco, the pending 
money is left to be as many would be 
submitted shortly, MD maintained. 
The meeting was attended by Mepco 
and WASA officials.(APP)

FAISALABAD: The agriculture ex-
perts have advised farmers and gar-
deners to use the latest technology 
for harvesting and packing citrus 
fruits. A spokesman for agriculture 
(extension) department said here on 
Wednesday that Pakistan was the 
13th largest citrus producing country 
in the world with a total citrus export 
of 180 million Dollars per annum. He 
said that more than 400,000 acres of 
land in Punjab was under citrus cul-
tivation which was helping in produc-
ing 2.1 million tons citrus annually 

and in this way Punjab was contrib-
uting 95% in total citrus production of 
Pakistan. He said that Pakistani citrus 
especially seed-less organ, grapefruit 
and Kinnow had high demand in the 
international markets due to their 
quality and taste. Therefore, farmers 
of citrus fruits should use the latest 
technology for harvesting and pack-
ing citrus produce so that this fruit 
could help farmers and gardeners to 
mitigate their financial constraints by 
fetching handsome price in the mar-
ket. (APP)

BEIJING: A tree planting project 
sponsored by China’s Yunnan prov-
ince around National Highway-5 (N-
5) has recently been finalized. Un-
der the project popularly known as 
“Go Green Pakistan, Yannan Capter, 
Page 1”, 5000 high temperature and 
drought-resistant tree saplings are 
now standing along N-5 in southern 
Sindh, China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Wednesday. As Pakistan 
increasingly faces the challenges of 
Climate Change, China’s Yunnan, 
a region renowned for its efforts to 
restore forests and reduce pollution, 
stepped forward and made the dona-
tion via the Yunnan People’s Asso-
ciation for Friendship with Foreign 
Countries and the China Yunnan 
Sunny Road and Bridge Corporation, 

which is working on various infra-
structure projects in Pakistan. The 
project was carried out in Southern 
Sindh, one of the hardest hit areas of 
extreme weather, along the central 
separator and the interchange area 
of N-5, Pakistan’s north-south traffic 
trunk road. The project is expect-
ed to increase green coverage, ease 
water-soil losses and raise local res-
idents’ awareness of environmental 
protection. Following that, the Chi-
nese side will care for the saplings 
for a year to ensure their survival 
and maximize the project’s impact. 
The project has received high praise 
from Pakistan’s Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, the Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA), and the National High-
way Authority (NHA). (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The impact of the 
global energy crisis following the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict and the pre-
vious regime’s failure to take pru-
dent steps had led to the fears that 
the nation would experience the 
worst-ever gas crisis during the on-
going high-demand winter season. 
Everything is not alright, however, 
the current coalition government’s 
multi-faceted strategy to tackle the 
situation seems working and so far 
it has sensibly regulated the gas 
supply to domestic consumers to a 
significant amount. There is no de-
nial about consumers’ complaints 
regarding commodity shortages in 
some areas of the country, but offi-
cials contend that these are results 
of the low-pressure or other techni-

cal and infrastructure-related issues, 
which are being fixed on a priority 
basis. Minister of State for Petroleum 
Dr Musadik Malik commenting on 
the issue said the local gas produc-
tion was experiencing around a 10 
per cent decline annually, realizing 
this the government has arranged 
extra gas for the months of Novem-
ber, December and January as com-
pared to the same months of the 
last year. “Additional LNG cargoes 
for January and February have also 
been secured from Qatar.” He said a 
Gas Framework Agreement with the 
Azerbaijani trading firm SOCAR was 
near completion for the availability 
of ‘distressed’ cargoes of LNG from 
the international market for pur-
chase at the cheapest rate. (APP)

KARACH: Pakistan Rangers 
Sindh and Police in a joint intelli-
gence-based operation in the Lyari 
area arrested two alleged most 
wanted members of Lyari Gangs 
and recovered arms and ammuni-
tion from their possession. Accord-
ing to a spokesman for Rangers on 
Wednesday, the arrested identified 
as Shakeel alias Commando and 
Muhammad Nadeem alias Naddu 
were involved in killings, attempts 
to murder, extortion, police en-
counters and illegal arms business. 
During interrogation arrested ac-
cused Shakeel told that he joined 
the Lyari Gang of Rehman Dacoit 
and targeted a number of opponent 
gang members and also remained 
the in-charge of a torcher cell. He 
also confessed his involvement in 

the illegal arms business, target kill-
ings, drug peddling, extortion, land 
encroachments and police encoun-
ters. He joined Noor Muhammad 
alias Baba Ladla group in 2013 and 
was also involved in the dumping 
of arms and ammo. The Sindh gov-
ernment had fixed his head money 
of Rs. 1 million. Accused Nadeem 
alias Naddu joined the Uzair Baloch 
group in 2011 and was involved in 
running gambling and drug dens. 
Both accused had fled to a neigh-
bouring country to escape their ar-
rest during the Karachi operation. 
They had recently returned to Kara-
chi and were re-activating their net-
works. Arrested both accused along 
with recovered arms and ammo had 
been handed over to the police for 
further legal proceedings. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: United Nations Devel-
opment Program UNDP-Pakistan and 
UNDP-Somalia organized a first-ever 
Somalia-Pakistan Ministerial Study 
Tour on Federalism, Devolution, and 
State-Building from December 20 to 
27, 2022. The team attended seminars 
and learning sessions and visited vari-
ous institutions such as NADRA, PIPS, 
the National Assembly of Pakistan, and 
others. The Ministry of Interior, Federal 
Affairs and Reconciliation (MOIFAR) 
of Somalia led the tour of honorable 
ministers representing both the Feder-
al Government and Federal Member 
States including representatives of Ba-
nadir Regional Administration (BRA). 
His Excellency, Mr. Ahmed Moallim 
Fiqi Federal Minister, Ministry of In-
terior, Federal Affairs and Reconcilia-
tion, Federal Republic of Somalia was 
the lead focal person of the study tour. 
During the meeting on the last day of 
the study tour, the delegation met with 
Ms. Aliona Niculita, Resident Repre-

sentative of UNDP, Pakistan, and the 
UNDP team and briefed them about 
the activities and lessons learned 
during the extensive exercise with Pa-
kistani experts and state institutions. 
Talking about the lessons learned, the 
Honorable Mr. Fiqi told the UNDP rep-
resentatives that “we learned that fed-
eralism is an ongoing process, it never 
ends, and we keep on improving it”. 
He also mentioned that the delegates 
learned practical things about the con-
stitution review process and liked the 
ideas of “the Council of Common In-
terest, National Finance Commission, 
federal legislative lists which we will 
discuss with stakeholders in Somalia 
along with NADRA’s role in developing 
our civil registry system”. On the local 
government issues, the delegates men-
tioned that they learned a great deal 
about it in Pakistan and want to pursue 
it right from the start so that the feder-
al structure does not become lopsided. 
(APP)

IRSA releases 28,300 
cusecs water

ITA impounded 5 vehicles 
over unsafe condition

Chinese Embassy  
donates Rs 3.76m to PICS

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Wednesday 
released 28,300 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 37,800 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1489.89 feet and was 91.89 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 17,200 cusecs 
while outflow as 10,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Man-
gla Dam was 1117.40 feet, which 
was 67.40 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water was recorded 6,300 
cusecs and 4,000 cusecs respective-
ly. The release of water at Kalabagh, 
Taunsa, Guddu and Sukkur was re-
corded 9,200, 21,700. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Transport 
Authority (ITA) on Wednesday im-
pounded five public transport vehi-
cles and issued challans to the other 
twelve over fitness issues. Secretary 
ITA during the inspection at various 
bus and wagon stations found five 
vehicles unsafe to run on the road, 
the vehicles were impounded and 
tickets were issued to the drivers, 
said a press release issued. During 
the inspection, ITA fined Rs. 27,000 
to various vehicles over the sub-
standard condition and not having 
a fitness certificate. ITA officials 
also fined smoke-emitting vehicles, 
warned public transport drivers of 
stern action, and said that vehicles 
without fitness certificates would 
not be allowed in Islamabad.(APP)

SARGODHA: The Chinese Embassy 
donates Rs 3.76 million to Pakistan In-
stitute of China Studies (PICS) of the 
Sargodha University for establishing 
‘Chinese Ambassador Scholarship’ 
programme 2023. According to a press 
release issued by the Sargodha Univer-
sity, the funding will be used to award 
scholarships to the most talented as 
well as promising needy students be-
sides promoting Chinese language and 
cultural activities at the university. Vice 
Chancellor of Sargodha University Prof 
Dr Qasir Abass appreciated the initia-
tive of the Chinese Embassy and said 
that this goodwill gesture would create 
significant impact on lives of students 
and generate a healthy competition 
among students to win the award. The 
vice chancellor said, in a short span of 
time, several initiatives had been taken 
to strengthen China Studies and link-
ing the University with several Chinese 
institutions to ensure quality education 
and research.(APP)

PM directs pacing up implementation of Kisaan Package

President upholds order to grant COVID Health Risk allowance 
to 37 employees of NIRM, FGSH
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Sacrifices of martyred security officials  
to be remembered forever: President Alvi

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Wednesday said the sacrifices 
of the martyred security officials 
while ridding the country of terror-
ism would be remembered forev-
er.   The president expressed these 
views as he spoke to the families 
of the martyred personnel of police 
and army.  He talked to the family of 
Police Head Constable Syed Adeel 

Hasnain, who was martyred in the 
suicide blast at I-10, Islamabad. The 
President also expressed his con-
dolences over the telephone to the 
relatives of the soldiers of the Pa-
kistan Army who were martyred in 
the explosion in Kohlu, Balochistan 
on December 25. He spoke to the 
family members of Captain Muham-
mad Fahad Khan, Sepoy Asgharud-

din, Sepoy Muhammad Shamoon 
and Lance Naik Muhammad Imtiaz. 
President Alvi said the entire nation 
was united in the fight against ter-
rorism. He assured the families of 
the martyrs of all possible support 
from the government. The president 
paid tribute to the martyrs for their 
bravery, dedication for duty and sac-
rifice for the nation.  (APP)

SCCI appreciates govt for easing restrictions 
on import of raw material

EPD seals 190 units, imposes Rs 5.3m fine 
over smoke emission in 2022

International Workshop on Role of IT  
in addressing public grievances opens

110 policemen reshuffled

Huge cache of arms, ammunition recovered, 13 held

PIA offers discount to passengers  
on Beijing-Islamabad flights

Work underway on several power up-gradation 
transmission projects in Balochistan

PTI’s Faisal Vawda resigns as Senator

Polio Eradication Committee meeting

Severe cold wave, parents demand increase  
in winter vacations

Qaiser Khan, BS-19 officer assumes charge  
as new DC Dera

SIALKOT: President Sialkot Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
Sialkot (SCCI) President Abdul 
Ghafoor Malik on Wednesday ap-
preciated the government for easing 
restrictions on the import of raw 
material and input goods. On De-
cember 27, 2022, the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP), vide EPD Circular 
Letter No 20 of 2022 2022, allowed 
the imports of raw materials and 
input goods essential for the ex-
port-oriented industries with effect 
from January 2, 2023, onwards. The 
president SCCI termed it the right 
decision to create an enabling and 
business-friendly environment for 

the export industry, adding that un-
der the dynamic leadership and pro-
gressive approach of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, the government 
was committed to put the country 
on the path to economic growth and 
prosperity. He expressed his hearti-
est gratitude to Federal Minister for 
Finance Senator Ishaq Dar and Gov-
ernor State Bank Jameel Ahmad for 
honoring their commitments to pro-
tect the industry at all cost. Malik 
also thanked Federal Minister for 
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif 
for his active role in highlighting 
the issues of the industry of Sialkot. 
(APP)

MULTAN: Environment Protection 
Department (EPD) has sealed 190 
brick kilns and industrial units and 
imposed over Rs 5.3 million fine for 
spreading smoke and environmen-
tal pollution during the ongoing 
drive to control smog in the current 
fiscal year 2022-23. Assistant Direc-
tor Environment, Hameed Akhtar 
talking to APP here on Wednesday 
said that the departmental teams 
had inspected 658 brick kilns and 
sealed 176 brick kilns over violation 
of zigzag technology while imposed 
over Rs 4.6 million fine. 48 FIRs 
were also got registered against the 
brick kiln owners during the above 
said period. Likewise, an inspection 
of industrial units was also made 

and 14 units were sealed while over 
Rs six lac fine was imposed and five 
FIRs also got registered. He further 
informed that an inspection of 199 
stubble burning points was made 
by agriculture extension and reve-
nue departments and a Rs 3,88,000 
fine was imposed on farmers over 
the burning of waste and six cases 
were got registered. The EDP and 
traffic police jointly raided against 
smoke-emitting vehicles and 
checked 2164 vehicles. The teams 
also imposed over Rs three lac fine 
to 532 vehicles. Mr. Hameed said 
that the smog situation remained 
under control due to taking precau-
tionary measures in time and the 
formation of special squads. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Ombuds-
man Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi opened 
today an International Workshop 
on the Role of Integrated Comput-
er Technologies (ICT) in the Public 
Grievance Redressal System. The 
two-day’s Workshop is being held 
online by the Asian Ombudsman 
Association (AOA) whose Perma-
nent Secretariat is housed within 
the Wafaqi Mohtasib Secretariat at 
Islamabad. Mr. Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi 
is the current President of the Asian 
Ombudsman Association (AOA). 
The Workshop is being attended by 
43 participants representing om-
budsman institutions of China, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Macau, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Turkey, Uzbekistan as 
well as Provincial Ombudsman in-
stitutions of Sindh, KPK, Federal Tax 
Ombudsman and Banking Mohtasib 
Pakistan. Head of the Ombudsman 
institution Azad Jammu & Kashmir 

is also taking part in the said Work-
shop. Addressing the participants, 
Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi stated that 
the prompt and efficient disposal of 
complaints is of critical importance 
in the dispensation of justice. The 
use of ICT is essential in maintaining 
a credible, transparent, effective and 
efficient mechanism to sustain the 
trust of the general public. He add-
ed that the application of computer 
technologies in any field of human 
endeavor required regular up-grada-
tion, R&D and adaptation in line with 
the emerging requirements. Federal 
Ombudsman’s institution in Paki-
stan shall be celebrating forty years 
of its establishment in January next 
year. In this long journey, it has es-
tablished its credentials as an effec-
tive instrument for providing speedy 
and inexpensive justice to the people 
and addressed over 1. 8 million com-
plaints since its inception. (APP)

FAISALABAD: City Police Officer 
(CPO) Syed Khalid Mehmood Ham-
dani has reshuffled 110 cops to im-
prove performance of police depart-
ment in Faisalabad. Giving some 
details, police spokesman said here 
on Wednesday that Sub-Inspector 
(SI) Riaz Ahmad, In-charge Inves-
tigation Samanabad police station 
was transferred and posted at Khu-
rarianwala police station whereas SI 
Nasir was transferred from Jhang 
Bazaar police station and directed 
him to immediately report to Police 
Lines. Similarly, Assistant Sub In-
spector (ASI) Sajid Mehmood was 
transferred from Police Lines and 
appointed in Jhang Bazaar police 
station whereas ASI Jameel Babar, 
In-charge police post Gulfishan was 
transferred to Police Lines, ASI Ash-
iq Hussain from Tarkhani police 

station to City Tandlianwala police 
station, ASI Tariq Mehmood from 
Sandal Bar police station to Madi-
na Town police station, ASI Ikraam 
from City Sammundri police station 
to City Tandlianwala police station, 
ASI Asif Ali from Sandal Bar po-
lice station to Madina Town police 
station, Trainee SI Mohsan Ghani 
from Police Lines to Millat Town po-
lice station, ASI Najmul Hasan from 
Raza Abad police station to Civil 
Lines police station, ASI Talib Hus-
sain from Civil Lines police station to 
Raza Abad police station, ASI Anwar 
from City Tandlianwala police sta-
tion to Sadr Tandlianwala police sta-
tion, ASI Riyasat Ali from Bahlak po-
lice station to Khurarianwala police 
station and ASI Khalid Mehmood 
Khan, In-charge Judicial Lockup was 
transferred to Police Lines.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi Po-
lice on the directions of City Police 
Officer (CPO) Syed Shehzad Na-
deem Bukhari, conducted a search 
operation in Chauntra area, arrest-
ed some 13 suspects and recovered 
arms and ammunition. The search 
operation was conducted on hous-
es in the vicinity of private housing 
societies, the Police spokesperson 
said. The search operation was head-
ed by SDPO Saddar Waqar Azim, 
SHO Chauntra, SHO Chakri and 
special elite teams also participat-
ed in the activity. The search oper-
ation was conducted in the areas of 
Ladian, Khengar and Sangral. The 
arrested accused included Faizan, 

Azhar, Sherbaz, Wajid, Abid, Sal-
man, Shoaib, Sajid, Saleem, Hasan, 
Adnan, Sajid and Mikail. The weap-
ons recovered from the possession 
of the accused were a light ma-
chine gun (LMG), Kalashnikov five, 
8mm three, rifle 12 bore three, and 
30 bore pistol, magazines and car-
tridges. CPO Syed Shehzad Nadeem 
Bukhari appreciated SDPO Saddar, 
SHOs Chauntra and Chakri and the 
team. “The purpose of the search op-
eration is to take action against crim-
inal elements and illegal arms,” the 
CPO said. The Police would continue 
crackdown on encroachment mafia 
and arms across Rawalpindi includ-
ing Chauntra, he added.(APP)

BEIJING: Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) has offered a big discount 
to passengers travelling on Bei-
jing-Islamabad route with immediate 
effect. The new fare from Beijing to 
Islamabad is now RMB 4,681 includ-
ing all taxes, which will greatly facil-
itate those passengers who plan to 
travel to Pakistan to meet their fam-
ilies during the Chinese New Year 
holidays, a senior official told APP 
here on Wednesday. The national 
flag carrier has also announced a cut 
in the existing fare of Beijing-Islam-
abad-Beijing round trip and the new 
price is now RMB 12,050 including 
all taxes. PIA is currently operating 
weekly passenger flights on Islam-
abad-Beijing-Islamabad and Islam-
abad-Chengdu-Islamabad routes on 
Sunday and Wednesday respectively. 
In addition, PIA has also been grant-
ed approval to start weekly flights 

on Islamabad-Xian-Islamabad route 
by the Civil Aviation Administration 
of China (CAAC) and the airline is 
making necessary arrangements to 
start flights on this route. China will 
scrap the quarantine requirement 
for international arrivals starting 
from January 8. Passengers travel-
ling to China need to take the nucle-
ic acid test within 48 hours before 
boarding their flights to China. The 
nucleic acid screening and central-
ized isolation after arrival will be 
cancelled, according to China’s Na-
tional Health Commission. Talking 
to APP, Ali Imran, a Pakistani edu-
cationist said that the new discount 
would greatly facilitate Pakistani 
professionals and businessmen who 
could not meet their families for 
many years as a result of Covid-19 
travel restrictions and soaring trav-
elling cost. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Work on several proj-
ects are at advanced stages to up-
grade power transmission network 
of Quetta Electric Supply Company 
(QESCO) in various parts of Ba-
lochistan. Official sources told APP 
here that due to long distances, the 
transmission network in QESCO re-
quired constant repair but with the 
completion of several projects in last 
few years, the existing capacity for 
evacuation of power via 132kV trans-
mission lines has increased to around 
1100-1150MW against demand of 
750 to 800MW in the province. They 
said work on construction of 220 kV 
Zhob grid station along with its feed-
ing source was in progress and likely 
to be completed by May-2023 while 
its feeding source, 220 kV D. I. Khan 

Zhob transmission line has already 
been already constructed. Augmen-
tation of 2x160 MVA transformers to 
2x250 MVA rating at 220 kV Quetta 
Industrial grid station was also being 
carried out and both 250 MVA trans-
formers would be energized by March 
2023, they said. Similarly, they said in-
stallation of 1x160 MVA transformers 
would be completed by March 2023 at 
220 kV Khuzdar grid station for con-
nection between QESCO & Gwadar. 
New transformers were also be added 
to 220 kV Sibbi & Loralai grid stations 
and work would be completed by 
March next year, they said. They said 
recent floods caused massive disrup-
tions in major transmission lines such 
as Dadu-Khuzdar and Sibbi Quetta, 
which were repaired promptly. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Senator Faisal Vawda on 
Wednesday tendered his resignation 
as member of the Upper House of the 
Parliament. According to a press re-

lease, Vawda submitted his resignation 
to Senate Chairman Muhammad Sadiq 
Sanjrani as per directives of Supreme 
Court of Pakistan. Vawda was elected 
as Senator in 2018 on PTI ticket.(APP)

NAROWAL: A meeting of the District 
Polio Eradication Committee regard-
ing the campaign was held under the 
chairmanship of Deputy Commis-
sioner Shah Rukh Niazi. CO Health 
Authority Dr Muhammed Khalid, 
DHO Dr Muhammed Tariq, represen-
tative of World Health Organization 
Dr Aqib, Saman Bhatti and other offi-
cers participated in the meeting. The 
deputy commissioner was briefed 

that a five-day drive of 2023 would 
start from January 16 to 20. During 
the campaign, 365,198 children under 
five years of age will be given polio 
vaccine with vitamin-A drops. A total 
of 1,173 mobile teams, 81 fixed and 
38 transit teams have been formed to 
make the campaign successful. The 
deputy commissioner issued orders 
to ensure foolproof security of teams-
during the campaign.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: The severe cold wave 
across the country, including the twin 
cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad, 
caused severe mental anguish to the 
parents of school-going children. Par-
ents said that in extreme cold and 
smog they hesitated to send their 
children to school. They demanded 
the Federal government to increase 
the winter vacations in view of the 
severe cold wave. The parents said 
that the Punjab government has an-
nounced the extension of the vaca-
tions in this regard. The parents said 

that the smog and fog are increasing 
along with the severity of the cold in 
the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Is-
lamabad. They recalled that in the 
announcement issued by the School 
education Department Punjab, it has 
been said that after the winter vaca-
tion, all public and private education-
al institutions will open from January 
9. Winter vacation in all government, 
non-government and private educa-
tional institutions in the province of 
Punjab will be from December 24, 
2022 to January 8, 2023.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Muhammad 
Qaiser Khan, a BS-19 officer of Pa-
kistan Administrative Service (PAS), 
assumed the charge of the deputy 
commissioner Dera Ismail Khan on 
Wednesday. He earlier served as Ad-
ditional Secretary Planning and De-
velopment(P&D) Department and 
succeeded Nasrullah (PAS, BS 18), 

who has been transferred as dep-
uty commissioner to Swabi, says a 
notification issued by Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Establishment Division. 
After assuming charge, the newly 
appointed DC held an introductory 
meeting with senior officials of the 
district administrations and depart-
ments.(APP)

Three motorcyclists 
killed in road accident

RAWALPINDI: At least three motor-
cyclists were killed and two injured 
after their two-wheelers were hit by 
a 22 wheeler truck here on Tuesday 
night. According to a Rescue-1122 
spokesman, three persons riding on 
motorcycles were crushed to death 
when a 22-wheeler truck went out of 
control due to break failure and ran 
over four motorcyclists near Bahtar 
Mor Taxila.  Upon information, res-
cue-1122 teams rushed to the spot 
and after giving first aid shifted the 
injured to the hospital for medical 
treatment. The injured truck driver 
was pulled out from the vehicle and 
also shifted to the hospital.(APP)

Food dept foiled two 
wheat smuggling bids

ANF seizes over 228 kg 
drugs; arrests three

Police Executive Board 
meeting held

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
on Wednesday foiled two bids to 
smuggle wheat flour and seized 156 
bags. According to a district admin-
istration spokesman, the authorities 
of the food department along with 
Potohar Division police conducted 
raids in different areas and round-
ed up two drivers namely Moman 
Khan and Sanaullah for carrying 
156 wheat flour bags. He informed 
that the accused were trying to ille-
gally ship out wheat flour bags out 
of Rawalpindi division. He said, the 
Food Department Rawalpindi and 
district police on the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Rawal-
pindi were strictly monitoring all 
the exit points of Rawalpindi district 
to foil wheat and flour smuggling 
bids. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting 
five counter-narcotics operations 
seized over 228 kg drugs and ar-
rested three accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman here on 
Wednesday. He informed in an op-
eration in the D-17 Islamabad area 
ANF recovered 108 kg charras, 78 
kg opium and six kg heroin from 
secret cavities of a car and rounded 
up an accused resident of Muzaf-
farabad. In another operation, ANF 
recovered 102 grams Ice drug ad 
74 grams heroin from a parcel be-
ing sent abroad through a private 
courier service. In third operation 
at Multan Airport, ANF recovered 
118 heroin-filled capsules from the 
possession of a drug smuggler, res-
ident of Narowal, going to Bahrain 
on flight no GF-788. The spokesman 
informed that in fourth operation 
120 heroin-filled capsules were re-
covered from the possession of a 
Jeddah bound passenger, resident 
of Sahiwal going on flight no GF-
9563. In fifth operation in Khyber, 
ANF and FC managed to seize 35.3 
kg charras and 1.5 kg Ice drug. Sep-
arate cases have been registered 
at respective ANF Police Stations. 
Further investigation was underway. 
(APP)

LAHORE: Inspector General Police 
Punjab Muhammad Amir Zulfiqar 
Khan has said that red tapism cul-
ture in internal working of police 
should be eliminated and delaying 
tactics regarding the working of 
important decisions would not be 
tolerated. IG Punjab said that in or-
der to further improve the working 
of the police force, the supervisory 
officers should ensure efficient per-
formance of administrative matters 
and all professional matters should 
be completed within the stipulated 
time line. (APP)
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China’s EV exports surge to record on European demand

Stocks fall in Asia after US shares close lower

Putin bans all oil sales to ‘price cap’ states

Every social media firm censors for US government – Musk

Iran reveals plans to enter Russia-led free trade zone

Saudi Arabia’s UMG partners with Hisense to bring  
Chinese consumer brands into Kingdom

Minister chairs meeting to review progress over 1000 ISUs

Japan to Import 2 Million Tons of LNG Yearly from Oman

SHANGHAI: Exports of electric vehi-
cles from China more than doubled in 
November, creating a monthly record, 
mostly fueled by European carmak-
ers that farmed out the production 
to the country. Car manufacturers in 
China exported US$3.2 billion worth 
of electric vehicles in November, 
up 165% from a year ago to reach 
the highest-ever monthly total, data 
from the nation’s customs authori-
ty showed. European countries like 
Belgium and England were the big-
gest importers, taking up nearly 70% 

of the shipments. Exports of electric 
passenger vehicles accounted for 
more than half of the total car ship-
ments for two months in a row, with 
November registering a record high 
of US$6 billion in exports. The num-
bers come at a time when European 

carmakers, including Volkswagen AG 
and BMW AG aim to make parts and 
cars inside China due to limited pro-
duction capacity at their home mar-
kets. SAIC Motor Corp, the Chinese 
owner of the British brand MG Mo-
tors, has also expanded its distribu-
tion network to sell electric vehicles 
in Europe through imports. Tesla Inc 
shipped more than 37,000 cars from 
China last month, after exporting 
only 60 in March and none in April, 
when it halted assembly due to the 
lockdown in Shanghai. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Stocks in Asia fell 
Wednesday after US shares dropped 
and Treasury yields rose on concern 
that relaxing pandemic measures in 
China will add further inflation to the 
global economy. Equity benchmarks 
in Japan and Australia declined and 
South Korea’s Kospi tumbled about 
2%. Futures contracts for the S&P 500 
were flat after the US benchmark fell 
0.4% Tuesday on thin volumes in a 
decline led by tech stocks. Mainland 
China shares fluctuated and Hong 
Kong stocks rose on reports the Chi-

nese government may scrap further 
Covid-19 curbs. Australia’s 10-year 
bond yield jumped 21 basis points 
and similar-maturity Treasury yields 
held their increase from Tuesday 
when they climbed nine basis points. 
The dollar was little changed and the 
yen weakened after the Bank of Ja-
pan announced additional unsched-
uled bond purchases to cap yields. 
The cautious sentiment damped in-
vestor optimism for a rally in the last 
trading week of 2022 to cap a brutal 
year for financial markets. Glob-

al equities have lost a fifth of their 
value, the largest decline since 2008 
on an annual basis, and an index of 
global bonds has slumped 16%. The 
dollar has surged 7% and the US 
10-year yield has jumped to above 
3.80% from just 1.5% at the end 
of 2021. Reports that China would 
drop quarantine requirements for 
inbound visitors and begin issuing 
passports and Hong Kong travel per-
mits to mainland residents increased 
concern about global inflation pres-
sures. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin 
has signed a decree on retaliatory 
measures to the West’s price cap on 
Russian oil exports. Tuesday’s ratifi-
cation is in response to the punitive 
measure taken by the EU, G7 coun-
tries, and Australia, which came into 
effect earlier this month. The presi-
dential decree bans the supply of oil 
and petroleum products from Russia 
to countries which apply a price cap 
in their contracts. It also prohibits 
deliveries if the contracts directly or 
indirectly specify the cap. According 

to the decree, which was published 
on the government’s website, the 
ban on oil supplies in response to the 
price cap comes into effect on Feb-
ruary 1, 2023 and is valid until July 
1, 2023. The effective date of the ban 
on supplying petroleum products will 
be determined later by the govern-
ment. The president can grant special 
permission for the supply of oil and 
oil products prohibited by the price 
ceiling, according to the decree. The 
Russian Ministry of Energy will mon-
itor compliance with the presidential 

order on retaliatory measures. The 
$60-per-barrel price cap on Russian 
seaborne oil exports was introduced 
by the EU, G7 countries, and Australia 
on December 5. It bans Western com-
panies from providing insurance and 
other services for Russian oil ship-
ments unless the cargo is purchased 
at or below the set price. The Kremlin 
vowed to respond to the measure in a 
way that would best serve Moscow’s 
interests, warning it would not trade 
with nations that support the price 
ceiling. (Agencies)

PARIS: All social media platforms 
work with the US government to 
censor content, Twitter CEO Elon 
Musk claimed on Tuesday. Docu-
ments released by Musk following 
his purchase of Twitter showed that 
the platform colluded with the FBI, 
CIA, Pentagon and other govern-
ment agencies to suppress infor-
mation on elections, Ukraine, and 
Covid-19. “*Every* social media 
company is engaged in heavy cen-
sorship, with significant involve-
ment of and, at times, explicit di-

rection of the government,” Musk 
tweeted, adding that “Google fre-
quently makes links disappear, for 
example.” Musk was referring to 
internal Twitter communications 
published by journalist Matt Taibbi 
with his approval, which suggest-
ed that the platform’s senior exec-
utives held regular meetings with 
members of the FBI and CIA, during 
which the agencies gave them lists 
of “hundreds of problem accounts” 
to suspend in the run-up to the 2020 
election. In addition to Twitter, the 

government was in contact “with 
virtually every major tech firm,” 
Taibbi claimed. “These included 
Facebook, Microsoft, Verizon, Red-
dit, even Pinterest.” CIA agents 
“nearly always” sat in on meetings 
of these firms with the FBI’s For-
eign Influence Task Force, Taibbi 
claimed, explaining that although 
this task force was convened to fight 
alleged election interference by for-
eign states, it made “mountains of 
domestic moderation requests.”  
(Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran will sign a free-
trade agreement with the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EEU) on January 
18, a spokesman for the country’s 
Industry Ministry, Omid Ghalibaf, 
announced on Tuesday. The EEU, 
which is based on the Customs 
Union of Russia, Kazakhstan, and 
Belarus, was established in 2015. 
It was later joined by Armenia and 
Kyrgyzstan. In 2016, Vietnam offi-

cially became the first non-region-
al country to become a free-trade 
partner of the bloc. The union is 
designed to ensure the free move-
ment of goods, services, capital, and 
workers between member nations.  
In the meantime, Tehran is able to 
exchange goods with EEU member 
states on the basis of preferential 
trade, the Iranian official explained. 
The union has provided discounts 

for Iranian goods, while Tehran has 
granted preferences to items origi-
nating in the Eurasian bloc.  Iran’s 
ambassador to Russia, Kazem Jalali, 
earlier announced that Tehran and 
the EEU had successfully complet-
ed talks on the creation of a free-
trade zone and now the agreement 
is awaiting ratification by the par-
liaments of the member states and 
Iran. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Chinese home appliance 
and consumer electronics company 
Hisense has signed a partnership 
agreement with Saudi Arabia’s Unit-
ed Matbouli Group to expand its op-
erations in the Kingdom.   UMG will 
now be an officially appointed dis-
tributor of Hisense products and will 
support the brand with warehous-
ing, after-sales services and develop 

retail space for sales, according to 
a press release.   The partnership 
agreement was signed by Jason Ou, 
Hisense president of the Middle East 
and Africa, and Adnan Matbouli, 
chairman of UMG.  “Our partnership 
with UMG underlines our dedication 
to expand in the regional markets, 
increase our availability and provide 
the best brand experience to our cus-

tomers as well as business partners,” 
said Ou. He added: “We look forward 
to working together with UMG, driv-
ing on each other’s strengths and 
expertise with an intention of growth 
and sustainability in the market.” 
Matbouli said that this partnership 
is a part of their strategy to bring 
top-quality electronic products to 
Saudi Arabia. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD, Dec 27 (APP):Federal 
Minister for Planning Development 
and Special Initiatives, Professor Ah-
san Iqbal on Tuesday directed the con-
cerned stakeholders to expedite the 
process of 1000 Industrial Stitching 
Units (ISUs) in the country, while en-
gaging the private sector for increasing 
the country’s exports,. He made these 
directions while chairing a meeting to 

review the progress on establishment of 
1000 ISUs to be established in the coun-
try to enhance the self-employment and 
improve the socio-economic condition 
of the people, said a press release issued 
here. The meeting was attended by the 
Chief Economist, Member Oil and Gas, 
representatives from Small and Medi-
um Enterprises Development Authority 
(SMEDA) and Ministry of Industries. 

The Minister said that the sustainable 
economic growth was possible only 
through increasing productivity that 
was leading to more exports and higher 
economic growth. The top priority of the 
government is to increase the country’s 
exports while following the policies of 
exponential growth, said the Minister, 
while urging the private sector to come 
forward and play their role.(Agencies)

TOKYO: Japanese trading houses Mit-
sui & Co., Itochu Corp. and electricity 
firm Jera Co. have broadly agreed 
with the government of Oman to im-
port over 2 million tons of liquefied 
natural gas a year from the middle 

East country, Kyodo quoted Japanese 
government sources as saying Tues-
day. Against the backdrop of energy 
supply disruptions due to regional or 
international challenges, oil and gas 
explorer Inpex Corp. also announced 

the same day it has signed a 20-year 
agreement with Venture Global LNG 
to import 1 million tons per annum of 
LNG from the United States, one of 
the world’s leading LNG exporters. 
(Agencies)

Singapore tech stock rout intensifies with 
US$110bil wipeout

Crypto exchange Kraken to stop  
operations in Japan

TikTok banned for US lawmakers – media

Wealthy Americans spending less – CNBC

Dubai real estate investments set for growth 
with ‘Strategic plan 2026’

SINGAPORE: Investors betting on 
Singapore’s two largest internet com-
panies are staring down hefty losses 
as rising interest rates and recession 
risks extended a tech rout that wiped 
out US$110 billion from their market 
capitalisation. E-commerce platform 
operator Sea Ltd plunged 78% this 
year while ride-hailing firm Grab 
Holdings Ltd has more than halved. 
The two companies, both listed in 
New York, are the largest tech firms 
in Singapore by market value. They 
were added to the MSCI Singapore 
Index with much fanfare over the 
past two years when there was still an 
appetite for tech stocks in the region. 
But higher interest rates and a slow-
ing economy could spell another chal-
lenging year ahead as investors ques-

tion their ability to turn a profit. The 
MSCI Singapore gauge has lagged the 
Straits Times Index — which doesn’t 
count Grab and Sea as its members 
— by about 20 percentage points this 
year. The underperformance was 
largely due to Sea’s slide and the 
stock could continue to be a major 
driver of the dispersion between the 
indices next year, according to Brian 
Freitas, an analyst who publishes on 
the independent research website 
Smartkarma. The MSCI Singapore 
Index is down 14% this year, with Sea 
holding the fourth-largest weighting 
at 8.4% and Grab at about 2%. In con-
trast, the Straits Times Index — domi-
nated by old-economy sectors such as 
banks and property — is up about 5%. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: US-based crypto exchange 
Kraken said on Wednesday it would 
cease its operations in Japan next 
month, citing the current market 
conditions in the country and a weak 
crypto market globally. Kraken will 
deregister from the Financial Services 
Agency (JFSA) as of Jan 31, by which 
time clients would have to withdraw 

their fiat and crypto holdings, it said 
in a statement. Kraken said it is fully 
funded to ensure that all affected cli-
ents could withdraw their assets in a 
timely manner. Last month, Kraken 
said it would reduce its workforce by 
30%, or about 1,100 employees, as 
tough market conditions had crippled 
demand for digital assets. Bitcoin, the 
pre-eminent cryptocurrency, has lost 
60% of its value this year, while the 
wider crypto market has shrunk by 
US$1.4 trillion, squashed by the col-
lapse of Sam Bankman-Fried’s FTX 
empire, Celsius and supposed ‘stable-
coins’ terraUSD and Luna. (Agencies)

LONDON: Administrators at the US 
House of Representatives sent out an 
email on Tuesday allegedly instruct-
ing all lawmakers and staff to unin-
stall TikTok from any official phones, 
calling the app a security risk. Tik-
Tok has been banned on US govern-
ment devices as part of a $1.7 trillion 
spending bill adopted last week. “The 
Office of Cybersecurity has deemed 
the TikTok mobile application to be 
a high risk to users due to a number 
of security risks,” said the email from 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion obtained by reporters. According 
to the email, the staff need to remove 
the application from any device is-
sued by the House and are banned 
from reinstalling it. The change 
comes after the 117th Congress con-

cluded its business and disbanded. 
The 118th Congress is scheduled to 
be sworn in next Tuesday. Among the 
last things the US lawmakers did in 
2022 was to pass the omnibus spend-
ing bill, which included a ban on in-
stalling TikTok on any government 
device. Several lawmakers wanted to 
go even further and ban the app in the 
US altogether. Senator Marco Rubio 
and Congressman Mike Gallagher – 
Republicans of Florida and Wiscon-
sin, respectively – introduced a bill 
called ANTI-SOCIAL CCP Act, paint-
ing TikTok as a way for the Chinese 
government to spy on Americans. A 
company spokesperson described it 
as “a politically-motivated ban that 
will do nothing to advance the nation-
al security of the US.” (Agencies)

LONDON: US millionaires are slash-
ing their holiday spending as a result 
of soaring inflation, which they see as 
a major risk to the economy and their 
personal wealth, a CNBC survey has 
found. According to the outlet, 80% 
of millionaire respondents — those 
with investible assets of $1 million or 
more — said they plan to spend less 
this holiday season due to inflation. 
Millennial millionaires are the most 
likely to cut back, with 100% saying 
they plan to spend less, compared 
with 78% of baby boomers. When 
asked about how they’re responding 
to inflation, a majority of millionaires 
(52%) explained they are “more price 
conscious” when shopping and a third 
said they are dining out at restaurants 
less often. “They’re becoming more 
cautious about how they’re spending 
their money,” said George Walper, 

president of Spectrem Group, which 
conducted the Millionaire Survey 
with CNBC. Inflation in the United 
States hit 40-year highs this summer 
pushed up by soaring prices. Official 
data shows the rate has slowed down 
since then, with the consumer price 
index settling at 7.1% in November, 
down from a 7.7% gain in the pre-
vious month. The CNBC research 
pointed out that while inflation has 
impacted the millionaires’ spend-
ing, they are split when it comes to 
making changes in their investment 
portfolios. When asked about that, 
29% reported they have already made 
changes, while another 11% said they 
are just planning to do so. Nearly a 
third (30%) said they “might or might 
not” make changes, and 31% said 
they are not planning any changes. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: The UAE’s Dubai Land De-
partment has launched a strategic 
plan which aims to position Dubai as 
a world leader in the real estate invest-
ments sector. According to a report 
published by the news agency WAM, 
the primary mission of the strategic 
plan is to provide seamless real estate 
services in Dubai, along with imple-
menting effective legislation and pro-
viding the necessary human capital 
for the sector to grow and evolve.  The 
strategy, which will be implemented 
until 2026, also aims to increase the 
contribution of the real estate sector to 

the emirate’s GDP, which will in turn 
play a crucial role in helping Dubai 
to become one of the most developed 
economies in the world.  The WAM 
report further noted that the strategy 
is based on five main pillars deemed 
essential for the growth of Dubai’s real 
estate sector.  The first pillar is direct-
ed at pioneering a real estate model 
that enhances the sector’s readiness 
and sustainability, along with ensuring 
effective governance in the sector. Un-
der the second pillar, Dubai aims to be-
come a real estate incubator by foster-
ing a globally attractive environment 
and harnessing technology to enable 
the development of real estate solu-
tions. The third pillar of the strategy 
is centered on a data-driven approach, 
while the fourth pillar will promote a 
flourishing digital ecosystem in the 
real estate sector. (Agencies)
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ENGLEWOOD: His family bought 
the Denver Broncos last summer but 
it was on Tuesday that CEO Greg Pen-
ner really took ownership of the fran-
chise. Penner made it clear that not 
only will he lead the search for a new 
head coach but that Nathaniel Hack-
ett’s replacement will report directly 
to him and not to general manager 
George Paton. “Yes, the new head 
coach will report to me, which is the 
more typical structure in the NFL,” 
Penner said. “Obviously, the relation-
ship between the general manager 

and the head coach is a critical one 
and George is going to be intimately 
involved with this process of looking 
for a new head coach and we’ll make 
sure that there’s a good fit there.” 
Penner, his wife, Carrie Walton-Pen-
ner, and her father, Rob Walton, pur-
chased the team for $4.65 billion, a 
global record for a professional sports 
franchise. Limited partners include 
former U.S. Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice. The team has proven 
to be more of a fixer-upper than the 
new owners expected. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: The best way to get over 
your own troubles is by helping other 
people get over theirs. Compared to 
what some are having to deal with at 
the moment fate has actually dealt you 
a pretty good hand, so stop complain-
ing and play it well.
– TAURUS: You must not let your per-
sonal feelings get in the way of what-
ever decisions you have to take over 
the next 24 hours. Yes, of course, you 
should listen to what your heart tells 
you but you must balance that with 
good judgement and common sense.
– GEMINI: There will be times today 
when a number of very different mat-
ters get tangled up together. Stand 
back from what is taking place around 
you and try to view the situation from 
a wider perspective. Only then will 
you see what needs to be done.
– CANCER: The more someone criti-
cizes your efforts today the more cer-
tain you can be that you are doing the 
right thing, and you must keep doing 
it no matter how much pressure they 
put on you to desist. You may not be 
perfect but you’re better than they are.
– LEO: Today’s Venus-Neptune link 
will encourage you to put fears and 
anxieties out of your mind and just get 
on with the business of living. Later on 
you may have to face up to an uncom-
fortable truth but it’s hardly the end of 

the world.
– VIRGO: You must resist the urge to 
give in to cynicism and you must re-
sist those who say it’s a dog-eat-dog 
world and that only the strong and 
the selfish survive. You are better than 
that and will get the chance to prove 
it today.
– LIBRA: A sudden change of mind by 
a loved one may leave you confused, 
and maybe annoyed, but it does not 
have to change what you are doing in 
any substantial way. If they want to do 
things differently, that’s fine – but you 
are allowed to be different too.
– SCORPIO: The more you try to 
move in one direction today the more 
you will find yourself pulled back to 
where you started. Maybe you should 
take the hint and not try to move at all. 
Physical activity is less important now 
than mental activity, so get thinking.
– SAGITTARIUS: You may be the sort 
who enjoys surprises but what oc-
curs over the next 24 hours may have 
you wishing that life was a little less 
changeable. Where relationships are 
concerned you will have to accept that 
some people are even more inconsis-
tent than you are!
– CAPRICORN: A link between love 
planet Venus, currently in your sign, 
and Neptune, planet of compassion, 
will encourage you to help people who 
cannot help themselves. Your self-be-
lief is so strong right now that you can 
easily teach them to be strong too.
– ACQUARIUS: Your powers of per-
suasion are such that you can get 
whatever it is your heart desires. But 
make sure it is your heart that is do-
ing the talking, because your head 
could mislead you when mind planet 
Mercury begins its retrograde phase 
tomorrow.
– PISCES: You have never been the 
sort to do something unethical to get 
ahead in the world and you are not 
about to start now. If a colleague says 
they know a shortcut to success you 
must wish them well and let them get 
on with it without your assistance.
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Russian Court Jails US Basketball Star for 9 Years Over Drug Smuggling
A Russian court on Thursday sen-
tenced US basketball star Brittney 
Griner to nine years in prison over 
drug smuggling as US President 
Joe Biden called the ruling “unac-
ceptable”. The court “found the de-
fendant guilty” of smuggling and 
possessing “a significant amount of 
narcotics”, judge Anna Sotnikova 
told a court in the town of Khim-
ki just outside Moscow. Sotnikova 
sentenced Griner, 31, to nine years 

in prison and said she would also 
have to pay a fine of one million 
rubles ($16,590). US President Joe 
Biden immediately released a state-

ment, calling the Russian court’s 
sentencing of Griner “unaccept-
able.” “Russia is wrongfully de-
taining Brittney. It’s unacceptable 
and I call on Russia to release her 
immediately so she can be with her 
wife, loved ones, friends and team-
mates,” Biden said in the statement. 
The US president reiterated that he 
would “work tirelessly and pursue 
every possible avenue” to repatriate 
Griner. (Agencies)

Impatient Penner leads Broncos’ wide-open 
search for coach

LAS VEGAS: The G League Ignite 
have been without their star point 
guard, Scoot Henderson, since Nov. 
18, after Henderson suffered a con-
cussion and nose fracture in a game 
against the Salt Lake City Stars. The 
18-year-old put on a show in Octo-
ber against projected No. 1 draft pick 
Victor Wembanyama and has done 
enough to solidify himself as one of 
the top picks in the 2023 NBA draft.
Many scouts and executives around 
the league thought Henderson would 
shut things down after not play-

ing in over a month, but Henderson 
has other plans. Prior to being side-
lined, Henderson was averaging 21.2 
points, 5.8 assists and 4.5 rebounds 
per game. One of his most impressive 
outings was in a win over Santa Cruz 
where he recorded a career-high 16 
assists and added 18 points and six 
rebounds in 35 minutes. This is Hen-
derson’s second year playing in the G 
League, after becoming the youngest 
player to sign with the G League Ig-
nite at just 17 years old in the spring 
of 2021. (AGENCIES)

Scoot Henderson, the projected No. 2 player in the 
2023 NBA draft, returning to the court soon

NEW YORK: Entering the NBA sea-
son, nobody had championship hopes 
for the New York Knicks. In fact, they 
still don’t. However, the bar in New 
York isn’t set that high. They’ve made 
the playoffs just once since 2013, los-
ing in five games in the first round to 
the Atlanta Hawks during the 2021 
playoffs. Knicks fans just want re-
spectable basketball and for their 
team to be competitive. Over the last 

few weeks, they’ve gotten just that. 
Early on, it looked like the Knicks 
were en route to another disappoint-
ing season, but they’ve rattled off 
seven straight victories. If the season 
ended today, they’d be the No. 6 seed, 
bypassing the play-in tournament. 
Most importantly for bettors, the 
Knicks have covered the spread in all 
seven games of their current winning 
streak. (AGENCIES)

The Daily Sweat: Knicks look for 8th straight win, 
cover on Tuesday against Warriors

Chimaev most recently was seen in ac-
tion when he quickly submitted Kevin 
Holland at UFC 279 in September. He 
since has set out plans to fight middle-
weight champion Alex Pereira in Jan-
uary, then Colby Covington in March, 
but no matchup has materialized for 
him yet. According to Chimaev (12-0 

MMA, 6-0 UFC), he was offered nu-
merous opponents but none of them 
accepted to fight him. Chimaev is tar-
geting a March return in Las Vegas. 
Although he missed the welterweight 
mark by 7.5 pounds in his originally 
scheduled bout against Nate Diaz at 
UFC 279. (AGENCIES)

Khamzat Chimaev says four opponents turned 
him down: ‘Nobody wants to fight’

India ‘seriously’ considering bid for 2036 Olympic Games: sports minister
NEW DELHI: India is “seriously” 
considering a bid to host the 2036 
Olympic Games, Indian sports 
minister Anurag Thakur said. The 
world’s second-most populous na-
tion has previously hosted the Asian 
Games and the Commonwealth 
Games, and Thakur told the Times 
of India newspaper that it was the 
“right time” to host the Olympics. “If 
India is making news in every sec-
tor, from manufacturing to services, 
then why not in the field of sports? 
India is looking very seriously at 
bidding for the 2036 Olympics,” 
Thakur added. The International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) has said 

it was in preliminary discussions 
with 10 cities but has not revealed 
a timeframe for when it plans to 
award the 2036 edition. Paris, Los 
Angeles and Brisbane host the next 
three Games. Among potential rivals 
for the Games are Indonesia and 
South Korea, as well as Qatar, which 
hosted this year’s FIFA World Cup. 
Germany is considering whether to 
launch another Olympic bid despite 
strong domestic opposition. Thak-
ur said his government would con-
sult the Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) and prepare a roadmap ahead 
of the IOC session in Mumbai next 
year. “The IOC session is a presti-

gious event for India and whatever 
steps have to be taken to bid along 
with the IOA, the government will 
support them. It has to be a joint 
preparation.” New Delhi hosted the 
Asian Games in 1951 and 1982 and 
the Commonwealth Games in 2010.
Thakur suggested Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s home state of Gu-
jarat would be presented as a poten-
tial Olympic venue.
“Gujarat has several times expressed 
interest in hosting the Olympics,” he 
said. “They have the infrastructure 
[…] It’s also part of the state govern-
ment’s manifesto to host the Olym-
pics in Gujarat.” (AGENCIES)

Shikhar Dhawan has been dropped 
from the ODI squad for the upcom-
ing series against Sri Lanka, the 
BCCI confirmed on Tuesday (De-
cember 27) while announcing the 
two white-ball squads. Dhawan 
has been battling poor form in the 
ODI format this year. His average 
of 34.40 and strike rate of 74.21 in 
2022 is the lowest he has registered 
ever since his comeback in 2013.
The recent performances of Shub-
man Gill and Ishan Kishan also 
proved to be a decisive factor. While 
Gill has averaged over 70 with a 
strike rate of 102.57 in 2022, Kis-

han recently became just the fourth 
Indian batter to smash a double ton 
in ODI cricket. The call to drop the 
veteran has now thrown his future 
in international cricket into doubt 
given he turned 37 earlier this 
month. Meanwhile, the selectors 

have also omitted Rishabh Pant 
from both the squads. The wicket-
keeper-batter didn’t feature in the 
ODIs in Bangladesh as well. Hardik 
Pandya will lead India again in the 
shortest format after being named 
skipper for the series in New Zea-
land immediately after the T20 
World Cup. The allrounder makes 
a return to the ODI squad as well 
and has also been elevated as the 
vice-captain in the format despite 
KL Rahul’s presence in the squad. 
Middle-order batter Suryakumar 
Yadav will be Hardik’s deputy in 
the T20I setup. (AGENCIES)

Dhawan dropped from ODI squad for Sri Lanka series

South Africa found more joy with 
the ball on the third morning of the 
Boxing Day Test but that wasn’t 
enough to stop Australia adding 
93 runs in the session and pushing 
their first-innings towards the 300-
run mark. Anrich Norje produced 
another fiery spell but by Lunch 
Alex Carey’s half-century kept the 
hosts humming from their position 
of dominance. The day’s proceed-
ings were delayed by a slight drizzle 

and that seemed to spruce up both 
the pitch and South Africa’s spirits, 
at least temporarily. Nortje zipped 

one through half-centurion Travis 
Head’s defences and knocked him 
over. In walked double-centurion 
David Warner to a standing ovation 
after having retired hurt on 200 
last evening owing to cramps. One 
ball later, Warner was making his 
way back to the pavilion to another 
round of applause as Nortje served 
him a fast low-full toss that hit the 
base of the stumps via the batter’s 
pads. (AGENCIES)

Better session for South Africa but Carey swells Australia’s lead

KARACHI: Kane Williamson and 
Tom Latham hit contrasting hun-
dreds on Wednesday to propel New 
Zealand to 440-6 at the close on the 
third day of the first Test against Pa-
kistan in Karachi. Williamson sur-
vived two stumpings and a leg-be-
fore decision before knocking an 
unbeaten 105, while Ish Sodhi was 
on one, with the tourists leading by 
two runs. Williamson’s 25th Test 
century is his first in international 
cricket since he racked up 238, also 
against Pakistan, in Christchurch in 
January last year. He built on a sol-
id foundation laid down by openers 
Latham, who cracked 113 en route 
to his 13th Test century, and Dev-
on Conway, who fell for 92. With 
the National Stadium pitch likely to 
take spin on the last two days, New 
Zealand will look to press home 
their advantage in the first Test of 
the two-match series, their first in 
Pakistan since 2002. Williamson 
pushed fast bowler Mohammad 
Wasim for a sharp single to com-
plete his hundred, a fifth against Pa-
kistan. In all he has batted for 356 
minutes, cracking 11 boundaries. 

But Pakistan were left ruing missed 
chances as wicketkeeper Sarfaraz 
Ahmed fumbled two stumpings with 
Williamson on 15 and 21 — spinner 
Nauman Ali the unlucky bowler on 
both occasions. Williamson added 
a solid 90 for the fifth wicket with 
Tom Blundell, who fell to Wasim 

after scoring 47. Pakistan’s spin 
duo of Nauman and Abrar Ahmed 
took two wickets in the post-lunch 
session, with Henry Nicholls falling 
for 22 and Daryl Mitchell scoring a 
robust 47-ball 42. Ahmed, who has 
figures of 3-143, also had Michael 
Bracewell for five. (AGENCIES)

Kiwi centurions Williamson and Latham punish fumbling Pakistan in 1st Test

KARACHI: The Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB) announced on 
Wednesday free entry for Karachi-
ites, in all stands except for two VIP 
enclosures, during the second Test 
between Pakistan and New Zea-
land. The tickets will be available on 
a first-come-first-served basis, PCB 
Chairman Najam Sethi told Dawn.
com. It is pertinent to mention that 
the Javed Miandad and Hanif Mo-
hammad enclosures hold VIP status 

and their tickets are worth Rs500 
per day. Separately, PCB has also 
started approaching universities, 
schools, and other educational insti-
tutions to bring students to the sta-
dium. The board added that it will 
reach out to old age homes and or-
phanages as well.
The second Test between the hosts 
and the Kiwis will be played from 
January 2 to January 6 at the Kara-
chi National Stadium. Today’s de-

velopment comes as PCB struggles 
to attract people to the stadium and 
stands remained empty during the 
first Test match between the two 
teams. Last week, the board shifted 
the second Test of the series, which 
was initially scheduled in Multan, to 
Karachi due to deteriorating weath-
er conditions in Multan — which 
have disrupted flight operations and 
may also potentially result in the 
loss of playing hours. (AGENCIES)

Pakistan vs New Zealand
PCB announces free entry for Karachiites during second Test
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ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting on Wednesday 
rebutted a fake office memorandum 
circulating in some sections of me-
dia about the financial emergency in 
the country. The ministry, in a tweet, 
termed the notification bearing 

name of the Cabinet Division “fake”. 
It said disseminating fake news was 
not only unethical and illegal but 
also a disservice to the nation. “It is 
the responsibility of everyone to re-
ject irresponsible behavior,” it added.
(Agencies)

PARIS: From “intelligent” vacuum 
cleaners and driverless cars to ad-
vanced techniques for diagnosing 
diseases, artificial intelligence has 
burrowed its way into every arena 
of modern life. Its promoters reck-
on it is revolutionising human ex-
perience, but critics stress that the 
technology risks putting machines 
in charge of life-changing decisions. 
Regulators in Europe and North 
America are worried. The Europe-
an Union is likely to pass legislation 
next year -- the AI Act -- aimed at 
reining in the age of the algorithm. 
The United States recently pub-
lished a blueprint for an AI Bill of 
Rights and Canada is also mulling 
legislation. Looming large in the de-
bates has been China’s use of bio-
metric data, facial recognition and 

other technology to build a powerful 
system of control. Gry Hasselbalch, 
a Danish academic who advises the 
EU on the controversial technolo-
gy, argued that the West was also 
in danger of creating “totalitarian 
infrastructures”. “I see that as a 
huge threat, no matter the benefits,” 
she told AFP. But before regula-
tors can act, they face the daunting 
task of defining what AI actually is.  
(Agencies)

LHASA: A 120,000-kilowatt pho-
tovoltaic (PV) power generation 
project has recently connected to 
the grid and started generating elec-
tricity in southwest China’s Tibet 
Autonomous Region, according to 
China Huadian Corporation Ltd., a 
major state-owned power producer. 
Located in the Seni District in the 
city of Nagqu, which has an aver-
age altitude of 4,500 meters, it is the 
largest PV power generation project 
aiming to ensure power supply for 
residents in Tibet. With an invest-
ment of 890 million yuan (about 128 
million U.S. dollars), the project can 
generate 247 million kWh of elec-
tricity annually. It can save 76,300 

tonnes of standard coal and reduce 
219,600 tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions every year, the coopera-
tion said. The project will provide 
stable electricity for locals and boost 
local economic and social develop-
ment, the cooperation added. Tibet 
has been accelerating the develop-
ment of new energy sources, such as 
photovoltaic power, in recent years. 
In June 2022, the region issued a 
plan for ensuring electricity supply 
during this winter and the upcoming 
spring, as well as the 14th Five-Year 
Plan period (2021-2025). More new 
photovoltaic energy projects will 
start to generate electricity succes-
sively. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: In Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir, the au-
thorities have imposed restrictions 
in north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict to prevent a religious program 
of Muslims. According to Kashmir 
media service, authorities imposed 
restrictions under section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, banning 
the assembly of people to prevent the 
Muslims of Shia faith from holding 
a program in Pattan area of the dis-
trict. The religious function was be-
ing organised by All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference leader, Masroor Abbas 
Ansari, at Imambarah Gund Khwa-
ja Qasim Kanterbugh in Pattan. The 
religious program is held every year, 

however this time, the authorities im-
posed strict restrictions from 7:00 PM 
on Tuesday till 7:00 AM on Thursday 
in Pattan areas to prevent it. The oc-
cupation authorities on the request 
of pro-India Imran Ansari who is also 
the leader of Peoples Conference 
Jammu and Kashmir issued an offi-
cial order and disallowed the hold-
ing of the religious program. It is to 
mention that since August 2019 it has 
become more evident that Narendra 
Modi-led fascist Indian government 
and its regime in the territory are re-
sorting to nefarious tactics to contain 
the influence of Hurriyat leadership 
and to provide favour to their proxies 
in the territory. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Investigators prob-
ing vandalism at electricity sub-
stations in the western US state of 
Washington on Tuesday appealed for 
public help in tracking down those re-
sponsible for attacks that have fueled 
concerns of a right-wing extremist 
campaign. Local police gave no infor-
mation on who they suspected was 
behind the vandalism, which knocked 
out power on Christmas Day for some 
14,000 in Tacoma, a port city area 
south of Seattle. Tacoma Public Util-
ities, which owns two of the facilities 
targeted on Sunday, said in a state-
ment that it was alerted by federal law 
enforcement in early December about 
threats to its grid. The Pierce County 
Sheriff’s office appealed n Tuesday 

for those near damaged substations 
to look at “surveillance video at your 
home or business... and let us know if 
you find anything that could help our 
detectives identify the suspect(s) re-
sponsible.” On the day of the attacks, 
the office said it was investigating 
but had made no arrests and did not 
know if it was a coordinated attack. 
“It could be any number of reasons 
at this point... We have to investigate 
and not just jump to conclusions,” it 
said, adding that it was aware of sim-
ilar incidents in Washington, Oregon 
and North Carolina. The vandalism 
follows warnings by US officials that 
neo-Nazis who say they want to spark 
a race war are targeting electricity in-
frastructure.(Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Taiwan on Tuesday 
announced reinstating mandatory 
one-year military service for con-
scripts. “The more we are prepared, 
the less likely will we see an attack 
from across the strait,” President 
Tsai Ing-wen told a news confer-
ence in Taipei. Home to around 24 
million people, Taiwan sits across 
Taiwan Strait, south of mainland 
China which considers the island 
nation as its “breakaway province” 
while Taipei has insisted on its inde-
pendence since 1949. “The more we 
are united, Taiwan will be stronger 
and safer,” she added, announcing 
an extension from the current four 
months to one year in the military 
service of the conscripts. Calling 
the decision “difficult,” she said the 
new order will be effective from Jan. 

1, 2024. The 66-year-old Taiwanese 
politician said defending national 
security and ensuring the national 
interests of the island nation was her 
“unavoidable responsibility as presi-
dent.” Tsai said her government will 
increase the monthly salary of con-
scripts to around $700 to “make sure 
they earn enough to cover their ba-
sic daily expenses.” Male conscripts 
born on and after Jan. 1, 2005, will 
have to attend military service. Since 
it formed the government in 1949, 
Taiwan had all its men aged 18 and 
above undergo two to three years in 
the military. However, the conscrip-
tion service was reduced to one year 
in 2008. Later, former President Ma 
Ying-jeou reduced the conscription 
period further to four months start-
ing in 2013.(Agencies)
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Pope says ex-pontiff Benedict ‘very ill’, prays for him

Saudi Chief of General Staff, Chief of Staff of Egyptian Armed 
Forces Discuss Defense and Military Cooperation Relations

Vatican City: Pope Francis said 
Wednesday that former pontiff Bene-
dict XVI, 95, whose health has steadi-
ly been deteriorating, is “very ill” and 
he is praying for him. “I would like 
to ask all of you to pray a special 
prayer for Pope Emeritus Benedict,” 
Francis said at the end of his gener-
al audience. He called on people to 
“remember him, because he is very 
ill, asking the Lord to console and 
support him”. Benedict, who in 2013 

became the first pontiff to resign in 
six centuries, has almost entirely 
withdrawn from public view. The 
few photographs that have emerged 

of him have shown him to be in in-
creasingly frail health. Back in 2013, 
he had cited his declining physical 
and mental health in his decision to 
become the first pope since 1415 to 
give up the job as head of the world-
wide Catholic church. In April, Bene-
dict’s long-time secretary, Archbish-
op Georg Gaenswein, told Vatican 
news the ex-pope was “physically 
relatively weak and fragile”, but “in 
good spirits”. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Chief of the General 
Staff of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia Lieutenant-General Fayyadh 
bin Hamed Al-Ruwaili received 
here today Chief of Staff of the 
Armed Forces of the Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt Lieutenant General 

Osama Askar. An official reception 
ceremony was held for the Chief of 
Staff of the Egyptian Armed Forc-
es. The two sides held a session of 
talks in which they discussed the 
defense and military cooperation 
relations as well as the strategic 

relations between the two broth-
erly countries. They also discussed 
a number of issues of common 
interest. The session was attend-
ed by a number of officers of the 
Saudi and Egyptian armed forces. 
(Agencies)

Cuba offers aid  
to Haitian migrants

Türkiye, Azerbaijan laying 
foundations of new era in 

region, says Turkish president

SBP officials train Air 
university students on 

Islamic banking

Fire Erupted at an Iraqi 
Refinery was Put off, 

Reports

Swine influenza dominates 
respiratory viruses circulat-

ing in Russia

Russia says ‘active work 
underway’ to establish gas 

hub in Türkiye

HAVANA: The Cuban Red Cross is 
aiding 253 Haitian migrants who 
landed at a port on central Cuba’s 
north coast, state daily Granma said 
on Tuesday. The migrants, including 
31 children and 61 women, were on 
a boat bound for the United States, 
but bad weather forced the vessel to 
dock at midnight Sunday at Kasasa 
port in Ciego de Avila province. The 
Cuban Red Cross was notified of the 
landing and dispatched a team to 
help set up accommodations, pro-
viding basic necessities such as food 
and personal hygiene items, said 
Granma. Maria Gonzalez, a member 
of the Cuban Red Cross, said the mi-
grants were being taken care of while 
Cuban authorities were contacted to 
ensure their organized, safe and vol-
untary return to their country of ori-
gin. In May, a U.S.-bound boat carry-
ing 842 Haitians landed on the coast 
of Caibarien in Cuba’s Villa Clara 
province. In February, 292 Haitians 
arrived in Ciego de Avila province. In 
all cases, the migrants were repatri-
ated, according to Cuban authorities. 
(Agencies)

ANKARA: Türkiye and Azerbaijan are 
laying the foundations of a new era 
in the region, the country’s president 
announced on Saturday. “With Azer-
baijan, we are laying the foundations 
of a new era in the region. Things will 
accelerate as Armenia shows progress 
in peace, security, and tranquility,” 
said President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
at an event in the eastern province of 
Erzurum. He emphasized that Türkiye 
was preparing for the most important 
breakthrough in its thousand-year-old 
history in the region under the vision 
of the “Century of Türkiye” initiative. 
In late October, Erdogan, who is also 
the chairman of the Justice and Devel-
opment (AK) Party, unveiled a series of 
programs, projects, and targets ahead 
of the next year’s presidential and gen-
eral elections as the country prepares 
to celebrate its centennial in 2023. “On 
the one hand, we are strengthening 
our relations with the Islamic world. 
On the other, we are integrating with 
the Turkic world. Meanwhile, we are 
uniting with Africa and the Balkans,” 
he said, adding that Ankara has not 
forgotten of its ties with Russia, China, 
Ukraine, the US, either. (Agencies)

MULTAN: A team of State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) officials on Wednes-
day visited Air University in Multan 
campus and held a brief training ses-
sion for students on Islamic Banking 
System before a quiz based on mul-
tiple choice questions (MCQs). The 
team apprised the students of SBP’s 
Young Islamic Banking Profession-
als (Y-IBP) programme.The central 
bank also offered Islamic Banking 
Certification and Internship to stu-
dents under the initiative. Campus 
director Dr Ghulam Ali hailed SBP’s 
programme and said that the certifi-
cation and internship would help stu-
dents build their careers in banking 
sector. (Agencies)

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Civil Defense has 
successfully extinguished a fire that 
gutted parts of an oil refinery in the 
province of Erbil on Tuesday eve-
ning without causing human losses, 
it was reported. Sirkot Karsh, the 
spokesman of the Civil Defense, 
said that, however, nine fuel reser-
voirs were affected and that an in-
vestigation into the incident, which 
lasted for hours, was launched to 
determine the reasons of what has 
happened. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Russian sanitary 
watchdog Rospotrebnadzor said on 
Tuesday that swine influenza was 
detected in all regions of Russia. 
Influenza viruses continue to domi-
nate the respiratory viruses circulat-
ing in Russia, accounting for 76,5% 
of all infections, with the (H1N1) 
2009 strain -- swine influenza -- 
dominant among them, the Rospo-
trebnadzor said in a statement. 
According to the watchdog, the sit-
uation with the coronavirus remains 
stable, with some 47,000 cases 
registered throughout the country. 
The statement quoted Rospotreb-
nadzor’s head Anna Popova, as she 
instructed to constantly monitor 
the situation and continue sanitary 
and epidemiological measures both 
during and after the New Year holi-
days. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian Energy Min-
ister Alexander Novak said active 
work is underway for the estab-
lishment of the gas hub in Türkiye. 
“Currently, active work is underway 
with the countries that will partici-
pate in the implementation of this 
project, as well as with consumers 
in need of Russian gas,” Novak said 
in an interview with the Russian 
state-run TASS agency on Monday. 
The European gas market remains 
“relevant” for Russia, and there 
are means for delivering additional 
volumes there, including through 
the Yamal-Europe pipeline, closed 
“based on political motives,” the 
minister added. The TurkStream 
currently works at full capacity, the 
Ukrainian route supplies to Europe 
one-third of the volume, stipulat-
ed in contracts, despite all contra-
dictions, and deliveries of Russian 
liquified natural gas (LNG) to Eu-
rope grew up to 19.4 billion this 
year. Asked about the restoration of 
the Nord Stream gas pipelines that 
were blown up in the Baltic Sea, 
Novak said it demands time and 
money, and the full assessment of 
such a possibility can be only made 
after the end of the investigation. 
(Agencies)
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