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LONDON: A hidden “Chinese tracking 
device” and other “disturbing things” 
were found in a recent security inspec-
tion of UK government vehicles, iNews 
reported on Friday, citing intelligence 
sources. The check was conducted 
amid growing fears over Beijing and 
Moscow’s alleged spying activities in 
the country, according to the article. 
The “tracking device” turned out to 
be a SIM card capable of transmitting 
location data, according to the report. 
The device was planted in a sealed part 
of a vehicle, imported from a supplier 
in China, and is believed to have been 
installed by the car’s manufacturer, 
the newspaper’s source claimed. The 
device “gives the ability to survey gov-
ernment over a period of months and 
years, constantly filing movements, 
constantly building up a rich picture 
of activity. You can do it slowly and 
methodically over a very, very long 
time. That’s the vulnerability,” the 
source told the newspaper. During 
the security check, government cars 
were “dismantled surgically down to 

the last nut and bolt” by intelligence 
agents and some other “rather disturb-
ing things” were found in addition to 
the suspicious SIM card, the source 
added. SIM cards are commonplace 
in modern vehicles, and are installed 
by manufacturers for various purpos-
es, such as collecting feedback on car 
performance. It was not immediately 
clear whether or not the recovered 
device was a standard-issue part for 
its respective vehicle. Chinese officials 
have strongly denied Beijing’s involve-
ment in the “tracking device” affair, 
dismissing the report on the SIM card 
as “groundless and sheer rumor” and 

an attempt to smear Chinese manufac-
turers. “We are firmly opposed to polit-
ical manipulation on normal economic 
and trade cooperation or any smear on 
Chinese enterprises,” a spokesperson 
for the Embassy of China in the UK 
told the newspaper. “The Chinese gov-
ernment always encourages Chinese 
companies to carry out foreign trade 
and investment cooperation in line 
with local laws as well as market prin-
ciples and international rules. We are 
firmly against some people’s moves to 
deliberately overstretch the concept of 
national security to wear down Chi-
nese enterprises.” (APP)

‘Chinese tracking device’ found in UK government car – media

Kenya LGBTQ rights activist killed,  suspect arrested

29 killed in arrest of Mexico drug kingpin’s son

NAIROBI: Kenyan police said Friday 
that they had arrested a suspect in the 
killing of an LGBTQ rights campaign-
er whose body was discovered stuffed 
in a metal trunk, a grisly crime that 
has sparked national outrage.  Edwin 
Chiloba, a 25-year-old fashion design-
er and model, was found dead by the 
roadside earlier this week about 40 
kilometres (25 miles) outside the Rift 
Valley town of Eldoret, media reports 
said.  “We have a suspect in custody 
and we are investigating his role in 
this murder,” said Peter Kimulwo, 
head of investigations at the Director-
ate of Criminal Investigations (DCI) 

office in Eldoret. “We are holding 
him as a prime suspect because there 
are leads pointing to him and others, 
but all these are subject to conclusive 

investigations,” he told reporters. 
Kimulwo said the suspect was be-
lieved to have been a longtime friend 
of the victim, adding that police were 
also looking for people seen loading 
a metal container into a car at Chilo-
ba’s home. “He died a painful death,” 
an unidentified police officer based in 
Eldoret told the media. “They must 
have tortured him and then gouged 
out his eye. It appears he was stran-
gled.” The Kenya Human Rights 
Commission urged police “to conduct 
swift investigations and ensure the 
killers are apprehended and prose-
cuted”. (Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: Ten soldiers and 19 
criminal suspects died in a massive 
operation to arrest a son of jailed 
drug trafficker Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman, the Mexican government 
said Friday, with a dramatic shootout 
damaging three planes and sowing 
terror at a local airport. Ovidio Guz-
man, nicknamed “El Raton” (The 
Mouse), had allegedly helped to run 
his father’s operations since the for-
mer Sinaloa cartel boss was extradit-
ed to the United States in 2017. The 
32-year-old was rounded up Thurs-
day in the northwestern city of Culi-
acan and flown to Mexico City on a 
military plane following six months of 
intelligence work to track him down, 
the government said. “Ten members 

of the military… unfortunately lost 
their lives in the line of duty,” Defense 
Secretary Luis Cresencio Sandoval 
told reporters, adding 19 “lawbreak-
ers” were also killed in the operation. 
A colonel who commanded an infan-
try battalion was among the fallen. 
His team came under attack after the 
arrest was carried out, said the min-
ister. Another 35 soldiers sustained 
gunshot wounds and were taken to 
hospital, while 21 gunmen were ar-
rested. Sandoval said a passenger 
plane that was just about to take off 
from Culiacan airport, as well as two 
Mexican Air Force aircraft, were hit 
as members of the Sinaloa Cartel 
launched a furious offensive to rescue 
their captured boss. (Agencies)

Washington: Kevin McCarthy has 
been elected Speaker of the US House 
of Representatives after heated ex-
changes which almost saw fellow 
Republicans come to blows. It took 15 
rounds of voting for Mr McCarthy to 
win the job, despite his party having a 
majority in the chamber. It came after 
a dramatic pressure campaign played 
out live on the House floor as party 
rebel Matt Gaetz was urged to vote 
for Mr McCarthy. The Florida Con-
gressman was among six holdouts 
who relented late on Friday. Earlier, 
amid heated scenes in the chamber, 
Mr Gaetz had almost come to blows 
with Rep Mike Rogers - a supporter 
of Mr McCarthy. The Alabama con-

gressman had to be physically re-
strained by colleagues as he bellowed 
and jabbed his finger at Mr Gaetz. 
The Speaker sets the House agenda 
and oversees legislative business. The 
post is second in line to the presiden-

cy after the US vice-president. Speak-
ing after his confirmation, Mr McCa-
rthy wrote on Twitter: “I hope one 
thing is clear after this week: I will 
never give up. And I will never give 
up for you, the American people.” US 
President Joe Biden congratulated 
Mr McCarthy for his win and said he 
looked forward to co-operating with 
the Republican Party. “The American 
people expect their leaders to govern 
in a way that puts their needs above 
all else, and that is what we need to 
do now,” he said. “The American peo-
ple expect their leaders to govern in 
a way that puts their needs above all 
else, and that is what we need to do 
now,” he said. (Agencies)

ANKARA: A Japanese airplane made 
an emergency landing on Saturday 
morning after a bomb threat, local 
media reported. A passenger plane 
operated by budget carrier Jetstar 
made an emergency landing at Chu-
bu Airport shortly after 7:30 a.m. on 
Saturday (2230GMT Friday). It was 
heading from Narita Airport near To-
kyo to Fukuoka Airport in southwest-
ern Japan, public broadcaster NHK 
reported. According to the broad-

caster, the Narita Airport received 
a call from a man from Germany at 
around 6:20 a.m., saying in English 
that he had planted a 100-kilogram 
plastic bomb in the cargo room of 

the Jetstar plane. Authorities tem-
porarily closed the runway that de-
layed or canceled some flights. How-
ever, police said they could not find 
any suspicious objects in the plane, 
the report said. The plane had 136 
passengers and six crew members 
onboard. According to Kyodo News 
Agency, at least five passengers sus-
tained minor injuries while evacuat-
ing from the plane but no one was 
hospitalized. (Agencies)

McCarthy elected US House speaker on 15th round of voting

Japanese plane makes emergency landing after bomb threat

Record-breaking winter temperatures warm Europe

Paris: Europe has seen “extreme” 
warm winter weather in recent days, 
experts have said, with 2023 already 
posting record temperatures for 
January across the region. As tem-
peratures rise globally because of 
human-caused climate change, sci-
entists say heatwaves and spells of 
warmer-than-average weather are 
becoming more common throughout 
the year. After experiencing searing 
summer heat and a drought unprec-
edented in centuries, a wave of warm 
weather across Europe this winter 
has melted the snow from ski slopes 
in the Alps and Pyrenees, and seen 
temperatures above 20 degrees Cel-
sius (68 degrees Fahrenheit) even in 
normally-freezing central regions.
Several European countries saw re-
cord-breaking heat on New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Day, according 
to the World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO). Hundreds of weather 
stations across Europe have recorded 
all-time highest daily temperatures 
for the months of December or Janu-
ary, it said this week. Freja Vamborg, 
Senior Scientist at Europe’s Coperni-
cus Climate Change Service (C3S), 
said the current winter heatwave is 
an “extreme” heat event in Europe in 
terms of how far temperatures have 
deviated from what is expected at this 
time of year. What caused these high 
temperatures? “On the 1st of January 
there was strong flow of air from the 
southwest across the affected area, 
which would have brought warmer 
air further north and penetrated un-

usually far east, reaching even to Be-
larus. Minimal snow cover was very 
probably another relevant factor.” 
“The circulation of any given weath-
er situation and climate change are 
not two independent things. Climate 
change itself also has an impact on 
the circulation, and will also impact 
how warm those moving air masses 
are. This is what makes it so complex 
to disentangle just simply a weather 
event, from the level to which climate 
change influenced such an event.” 
“With increasing global tempera-
tures, heatwaves and warm spells are 
becoming more frequent and intense 
-- this is not restricted to the summer 
months.” “While the warming trend 
in Europe is on average stronger in 
the warmer seasons, winters are also 
becoming warmer as a result of glob-
al temperatures.” “Northern Europe 
has warmed more strongly in winter 
than in summer, while in the south 
the warming trend is more apparent 
in summer.” What is the impact of 
these high winter temperatures? “A 
couple of things can be mentioned for 
warm temperatures during the winter 
months. While it means less need for 
heating of housing and other infra-
structures, low snow cover affects the 
winter tourism industry.” “Possible 
impacts on natural ecosystems, in-
clude early return from hibernation, 
which may have negative impacts if 
followed by much less mild/freezing 
conditions.” “The overall impact will 
be different depending on the longev-
ity and intensity of the event.” (APP)

US prohibits Israel pilots from flying F-35 jets

Israeli media reported on Friday that 
the US Department of Defense and 
intelligence authorities are preventing 
Israeli pilots from flying F-35 fighter 
jets, fearing information technology 
leaks. Israeli newspaper The Jerusalem 
Post said that this came as a result of 
the US increasing focus on information 
security and safeguarding its interests. 
The Israeli Air Force, the newspaper re-

ported, accepted this US decision and 
stopped assigning pilots to F-35 Adir 
aircraft. The Adir fighter jet is a sin-
gle-seater, multi-mission stealth plane 
that can be used for intelligence gath-
ering and attack missions. It is also the 
only fighter jet with a compartment for 
storing untraceable weaponry. Each 
F-35 Adir fighter jet costs between $85 
million and $100 million.(AGENCIES)

Saudi Arabia’s government has al-
legedly infiltrated the famous online 
encyclopedia Wikipedia in an attempt 
to control its editorial content, convict-
ing and imprisoning two of its admin-
istrators in the process. In a joint state-
ment by the NGOs Democracy for the 
Arab World Now (DAWN) and SMEX, 
which cited anonymous sources with 
knowledge of the operations of the site’s 
parent company Wikimedia, “the Saudi 

Arabian government infiltrated Wiki-
pedia by recruiting the organization’s 
highest-ranked administrators in the 
country…to control information about 
the country and prosecuting those who 
contributed critical information about 
political detainees.” The two high-rank-
ing Wikipedia administrators who had 
access to edit fully protected pages – Os-
sama Khalid and Ziyad al-Sofiani – were 
arrested by Saudi authorities in Septem-

ber 2020 and then sentenced to 32 and 
8 years in prison. The two NGOs stat-
ed that they had evidence of the king-
dom’s penetration of Wikipedia based 
on interviews with anonymous sources 
close to the site and the imprisoned ad-
ministrators. The alleged Saudi infiltra-
tion comes weeks after Wikimedia an-
nounced the banning of 16 volunteers 
from its educational platforms who had 
“conflicts of interest” (AGENCIES)

Saudi Arabia infiltrated Wikipedia to control editorial content, NGOs say
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PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali on Satur-
day congratulated Chinese diplomats, 
Chinese government and people on 
occasion of their new year and hoped 
that people of both neighboring coun-
tries would further come closer and 
their mutual relations would become 
stronger.Addressing a ceremony held 
in China Window Centre in connection 
with Chinese New Year, Governor KP 
said that Pak-China relations are high-
er than the Himalayas and growing 
stronger with each passing day. The 
Governor said that the brotherly neigh-
boring country China has supported 
and assisted Pakistan in every diffi-
cult time. He said that economic plan 
that China has started as CPEC would 

definitely start a new era of economic 
development in Pakistan. He said that 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
his team are trying their best to speed 
up pace of work on CPEC and added 
that the economic growth would help 
invite investment in Rashkai Economic 
Zone on which work has already been 
started. In his online address, Chinese 

Ambassador, Nong Rong said Chinese 
New Year ceremony in Peshawar is a 
proof of Pakistan-China friendship that 
is getting stronger with each passing 
moment. He said that China desires 
economic development in its brotherly 
neighboring country Pakistan. He also 
thanked Governor KP Haji Ghulam Ali 
for participating in the event and also 
appreciated efforts of organizers to ar-
range the event. President of Sarhad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Muhammad Ishaq, Bishop Ernest Ja-
cob, former Member of KP Assembly 
Dr Muhammad Zakir Shah, newly 
elected president of Peshawar Press 
Club Arshad Aziz Malik and a large 
number of people from different walks 
of life attended the ceremony. (APP)

KOHISTAN: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister Engineer on Political and 
Public Affairs Amir Muqam on Sat-
urday said PML-N believes in practi-
cal work rather than tall claims and 
promises. Addressing a ceremony 
after the formal inauguration of the 
Thakot Alai Transmission Line and 
PESCO office in Thakot and Re-con-
ducting Thakot Chakesar Feeder, he 
said upgradation of the Thakot grid 
station and work on the transmission 
line from Alai Khore Power House to 
Thakot grade has been formally start-

ed thus fulfilling the long-standing 
demand of the people. Amir Muqam 
further said that the motorway was 
a gift of Nawaz Sharif for the people 
of Hazara and, similarly the upgrada-
tion of the Thakot grid station from 
3300 KVA to 132000KV and the trans-
mission line from Alai Khor Power 
House to Thakot grid station was also 
done by PML-N. The advisor said that 
it was a longstanding demand of the 
people which was fulfilled, and every-
one should know that PML-N does 
not believe in making tall claims, but 
in performance and practical work. 
Maqam said that whether it was 
earthquakes, floods, or terrorism, 
PML-N supported the people of the 
entire province and Battagram in the 
hour of difficulty. He further said that 
the people of Battagram should also 
leave their support for Imran Khan 

and cooperate with the PML-N. The 
PM aide said Imran Niazi’s politics is 
all lies, and he destroyed the economy 
and development process of the coun-
try initiated by Nawaz Sharif. Former 
Members of Assembly Nawabzada 
Wali Muhammad, Muhammad Ra-
shad Khan, Niaz Muhammad Khan, 
Tehsil Chairman Chakisar Bakht 
Alam Khan, District President Maha-
jareen Khan, Tahir Khan, and others 
also spoke on the occasion. (APP)
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PML-N believes in practical work not tall claims, false promises: Amir Muqam

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 234.25 236.5

China Yuan 32.41 32.66

Japanese Yen 2.4 2.44

Saudi Riyal 66.7 67.3

U.A.E Dirham 69 69.6

UK Pound 301 304

Euro 264.5 267

Australian Dollar 162 163.25

Canadian Dollar 172 173.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
156400

Rs. 
143366

Rs. 
136850

Rs. 
117300

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
134100

Rs. 
122924

Rs. 
117338

Rs. 
100575

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13410 Rs. 12292 Rs. 11734 Rs. 10058

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
380200

Rs. 
348514

Rs. 
332675

Rs. 
285150

Rain in most parts of KP predicted

Shah Alam to Hayatabad BRT route  
to operational from Jan-10

PESHAWAR: A new spell of rain is 
likely to occur in most parts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa from Saturday, 
an official of the Meteorological 
Department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
said. The rain will continue inter-
mittently till Monday said the offi-
cial while talking to APP here on 
Saturday. However, he said snowfall 
is also expected in hilly areas from 
Saturday and would continue up till 
Monday. An official of the Met office 
also confirmed that heavy fog in Pe-

shawar since early morning with the 
highway closed at certain points. He 
said, there is a possibility of rain in 
Peshawar, Dir, Chitral, Swat and 
Kohistan and snowfall on the moun-
tains with Abbottabad, Bajaur, Kur-
ram, Charsadda and Kohat likely to 
receive rain. He said during the last 
24 hours, the lowest temperature in 
Kalam was minus 7 recorded and in 
Parachinar minus 5, Dir minus 4 and 
in Malam Jabba the temperature was 
recorded as minus 2. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The new route of Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) from Shah Alam 
to Mall of Hayatabad would be opera-
tional from Jan-10 and people would 
travel without any hindrance. A no-
tification issued by Information De-
partment Khyber Pakhtunkhwa here 
on Saturday said that the new route 
named Express Route-12 would help 
control the overcrowding of passen-

gers in buses. It said that ER-12 route 
consists on different areas including 
Shah Alam, Sewaan, Bakhshu Pull, 
Landay Sarak, Shaheed Tehseen 
Square, Charsadda Bus Stand, Bacha 
Khan Square, Khyber Bazar, Pesha-
war Cantt. and Mall of Hayatabad. 
Residents of the above areas will be 
able to travel to their destination easi-
ly on a new route. (APP)

Political forces to work together for steering 
country out of economic mess: Sherpao

PESHAWAR: Qaumi Watan Party 
(QWP) Chairman Aftab Ahmad Khan 
Sherpao on Saturday said that all the 
political forces should work together 
to help steer the country out of the 
economic mess. He was speaking at 
a meeting of QWP office-bearers from 
Upper Kohistan, Lower Kohistan and 
Kolai-Palas districts. Aftab Sherpao 
asked the government and the oppo-
sition to set aside their differences and 
join hands to address the challenges 
being faced by the country. He said 
political stability was necessary to im-
prove the economic situation of the 
country. Rejecting the demand of the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders 
for the fresh elections, he said the Pa-
kistan Democratic Movement-led gov-
ernment would complete the remain-
ing tenure and the election would take 
place in its due time. Holding the elec-
tion would not address the prevailing 
crises, he maintained. Aftab Sherpao 
said the incumbent federal govern-
ment had inherited a weak economy 
from the PTI government, therefore, 
the economic revival would now take 
time.  The QWP leader said PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan was bent on creating 
anarchy to make the country go bank-
rupt. He said the former prime minis-
ter was responsible for the prevailing 
economic conditions, adding that the 
PTI leader lacked the ability to govern 

and landed the country into a host of 
problems due to his incompetence. He 
said the country would not default as 
the government was taking steps to 
improve the economy.  Aftab Sherpao 
asked the government to take steps 
to provide relief to the people in the 
face of skyrocketing inflation. He also 
urged the government to take mea-
sures to bring down the rising prices 
of wheat flour and other essential 
commodities. He said the provincial 
government had failed to safeguard 
the rights of the people of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. He added that law and or-
der was deteriorating in the province, 
but the PTI government was least 
bothered to improve the situation. The 
QWP leader said that maintaining law 
and order was the prime responsibility 
of the provincial government yet the 
PTI-led government had failed to de-
liver and its leaders were now hiding 
behind lame excuses. (APP)

Political forces to work together for steering 
country out of economic mess: Sherpao

PESHAWAR: Qaumi Watan Party 
(QWP) Chairman Aftab Ahmad Khan 
Sherpao on Saturday said that all the 
political forces should work togeth-
er to help steer the country out of the 
economic mess. He was speaking at a 
meeting of QWP office-bearers from 
Upper Kohistan, Lower Kohistan and 
Kolai-Palas districts. Aftab Sherpao 
asked the government and the oppo-
sition to set aside their differences and 
join hands to address the challenges be-
ing faced by the country. He said polit-
ical stability was necessary to improve 
the economic situation of the country. 
Rejecting the demand of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders for the 
fresh elections, he said the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement-led government 
would complete the remaining tenure 
and the election would take place in its 
due time. Holding the election would 
not address the prevailing crises, he 
maintained. Aftab Sherpao said the 
incumbent federal government had in-
herited a weak economy from the PTI 
government, therefore, the economic 
revival would now take time.  The QWP 
leader said PTI Chairman Imran Khan 

was bent on creating anarchy to make 
the country go bankrupt. He said the 
former prime minister was responsible 
for the prevailing economic conditions, 
adding that the PTI leader lacked the 
ability to govern and landed the coun-
try into a host of problems due to his 
incompetence. He said the country 
would not default as the government 
was taking steps to improve the econ-
omy.  Aftab Sherpao asked the govern-
ment to take steps to provide relief to 
the people in the face of skyrocketing 
inflation. He also urged the government 
to take measures to bring down the 
rising prices of wheat flour and other 
essential commodities. He said the pro-
vincial government had failed to safe-
guard the rights of the people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. He added that law and 
order was deteriorating in the province, 
but the PTI government was least both-
ered to improve the situation. The QWP 
leader said that maintaining law and or-
der was the prime responsibility of the 
provincial government yet the PTI-led 
government had failed to deliver and its 
leaders were now hiding behind lame 
excuses. (APP)PESHAWAR: The traffic flow is slow 

in Peshawar city with heavy fog 
gripping the entire surroundings 
and the visibility is very low, an offi-
cial of the Met Office said. Accord-
ing to details, the traffic to other 
districts including Peshawar, Kohat, 
Dera Ismail Khan, Lakky Marwat is 
also affected due to heavy fog here 
on Saturday. He said, due to heavy 
fog, the cold has increased and 
most people were confined to their 
homes due to fog intensity. Howev-
er, a new spell of rain is likely to oc-
cur in most districts of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa from today (Saturday), 
the Official of the Meteorological 

Department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
said. The rain will continue inter-
mittently till Monday said the of-
ficial while talking to APP here on 
Saturday. However, he said snow-
fall is also expected in hilly areas 
from Saturday and would continue 
up till Monday. The Met Office Of-
ficial also confirmed that heavy fog 
in Peshawar since early morning 
with the highway closed at certain 
points. He said, there is a possibili-
ty of rain in Peshawar, Dir, Chitral, 
Swat and Kohistan and snowfall on 
the mountains with Abbottabad, 
Bajaur, Kurram, Charsadda and Ko-
hat likely to receive rain. (APP)

Heavy fog grips Peshawar city, surroundings

ABBOTTABAD: Ayub Medical Col-
lege (AMC) on Saturday arranged a 
Pre-Conference workshop titled “In-
structional Strategies for Integrated 
curriculum” as a part of the Internation-
al Medical Education conference by 
CPSP. The workshop was organized by 
the faculty of the GYNOBS Department 
AMC, Dean AMC, CEO of Ayub Teach-
ing Hospital (ATH) Prof. Dr. Umer Fa-
rooq and Regional Director CPSP Prof. 
Dr. Jahangir. The pre-conference was 
organized to discuss the integration 
of medical and surgical education, the 
challenges in shifting to an integrated 
curriculum, and the strategies to over-
come these challenges. Participants 
discussed that it was an opportunity 
for healthcare professionals to discuss 
and discover new and effective meth-
ods of teaching and learning in the field 
of the integrated curriculum. Topics of 
discussion included the development 
of online courses, the use of innovative 

teaching methods, and the integra-
tion of technology into the instruction 
process. They also discussed the im-
portance and need for integration, the 
practical challenges in the implemen-
tation, and strategies to overcome the 
challenges. Earlier, the Department of 
Psychiatry at Ayub Teaching Hospital 
MTI also organized a workshop on 
Psychosexual Medicine.  It was the first 
workshop of its kind ever arranged in 
AMC and ATH the aim of the work-
shop was to highlight this neglected 
field and improve understanding of the 
subject along with discussion around 
management strategies. The workshop 
was attended by doctors from Gynae, 
Urology, Psychiatry and general med-
icine/surgery. The participants hoped 
that this will pave the way for starting 
a full fledge Psychosexual clinic in 
ATH where the MDT approach will be 
adopted for better results and help to 
combat quackery in this field. (APP)

AMC organizes pre-conference workshop

CS inaugurates staff training for census
PESHAWAR: Chief Secretary (CS) 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Dr Shahzad 
Khan Bangash on Saturday formally 
inaugurated training for staff of the 
7th national census. Addressing the in-
auguration ceremony, CS said, “Qual-
ity data is of paramount importance 
for planning and development, and 
a census is the best practice to collect 
it.” He said, “It is our national duty to 

participate in the census and extend 
assistance in the smooth and accurate 
collection of data.” He stressed for co-
operation between enumerators and 
respondents to achieve the objectives 
of the census.It is worth mentioning 
that the Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics, NADRA, education department, 
and other stakeholders are part of the 
first-ever digital census. (APP)

Technical education imperative for youth: Governor KP
HARIPUR: Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali Saturday 
said that besides traditional education, 
we have to give technical education to 
our youth. He expressed these views 
during his visit to Pak Austria Fakhu-
shule Institute of Applied Sciences and 
Technology and the University of Hari-
pur. Earlier, Rector of Pak Austria Uni-
versity Khanpur Dr. Muhammad Mu-
jahid and Vice Chancellor of Haripur 
University Dr. Shafiqur Rehman gave a 
detailed briefing to the Governor about 
their respective universities. The Gover-

nor further said that there was a huge 
difference between the education sys-
tem of our country and the education of 
the modern era and if we want to excel 
in the world, then we have to educate 
our youth according to the need of the 
modern world. He also acknowledged 
the services of Pak-Austria University, 
Haripur University and other universi-
ties in the province. He said that he was 
determined to resolve all of the issues 
faced by the universities and especially 
the Pak-Austria University and Haripur 
University. (APP)
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Pakistan is one of the two remaining countries where Polio is an en-
demic viral infection. In 2021, Pakistan reported only one case of the 
wild poliovirus. However, after a brief period of no cases, 20 were 
reported in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province last year. While the 
campaign has done well enough to contain the virus over the years, 
the road to eradication is long and requires consistent effort. There-
fore, it is a welcome development that on the first working day of 
the year, the Health Minister reiterated the government’s ambition 
to end transmission in 2023. Adding to this, the anti-polio campaign 
of the new year has aimed to vaccinate 7.2 million children in the 
first phase of operation. Vaccinations will first begin in high-risk 
areas in Southern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where cases were found 
last year. The second phase will then tackle 29 districts in the prov-
ince. The good thing about this deployment plan is that it focuses on 
high-risk regions before moving to the remainder of the province. 
The beginning of the programme in KP is also effective as all cases 
were reported in the province. The problems of the campaign and 
causative agents for the virus are still the same and difficult. Last 
year, campaigns faced security threats and violent attacks. It must 
be expected that the same, if not more, security forces will have to 
complement the campaign this year as well. The government and 
agencies must remain cognisant of these challenges and decisions, 
such as deploying more lady health workers in districts with more 
cases will help. Adding to present efforts, new approaches must 
also be considered. These can include enhancing public service de-
livery for vulnerable communities. Using immunisation as a politi-
cal gain in areas where it is inhibited by political forces, working on 
worker motivations, and micro planning are further interventions. 
Likewise, specific risks and challenges to the areas where cases are 
found must be understood in detail so strategies can be accommo-
dated as such.

Tackling Polio

On intervention and directions of Jus-
tice Jawad Hassan of the Lahore High 
Court in different cases, various laws 
including acts, ordinances and poli-
cies have been made by the legislator 
and subsequently implemented by the 
executive thereby leading to the pro-
tection of public interest. These laws 
include The Punjab Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities Act 2022; 
The Punjab Domestic Workers Act, 
2019; Punjab Food Authority (Dispos-
al of Excess Food), Regulation, 2019; 
Commercial Courts Ordinance, 2021; 
The Punjab High-Security Zones (Es-
tablishment) Act, 2020; Urban Forest 
Policy; and The Punjab Empowerment 
of Persons with Different Abilities Act, 
2021. Justice Jawad has always pro-
moted and protected the larger public 
interest in case of violation of any fun-
damental right. As public interest liti-
gation is a powerful tool for individuals 
and groups for combating illegalities, 
injustice and social ills, Justice Jawad 
passed various judgments in which di-
rections were issued to the authorities 
concerned to make proper legislation 
relating to the issues involving the 
people’s interests. Also, The Punjab 
Empowerment of Persons with Dis-
abilities Act 2022 was made under the 
direction of Justice Jawad Hassan for 
the empowerment of differently-abled 
persons. The Act was passed by the 
Punjab Assembly on December 5, 
2022. It was assented to by the Punjab 
Governor on December 14 and sent for 
its publication in the Gazette of Punjab 
as an Act of the Provincial Assembly 
of Punjab on December 19, 2022. Per-
sons with disabilities in Pakistan have 
to face obstacles in their access to pub-
lic, educational and commercial plac-
es especially wheelchair users as the 
authorities concerned remain unable 
to make arrangements for the con-
struction of ramps, lifts and toilets for 
the PWDs. Due to the non-provision of 
ramps and facilities, their fundamental 
rights of life, dignity and freedom of 
movement are infringed. Under the 
Accessibility Code of Pakistan, 2006, 
access to public places/facilities is a 
statutory right of persons with dis-
ability, particularly persons in wheel-
chairs. The provisions of Section 3 of 
the Special Citizens’ Act, 2008 clearly 
state that it is the responsibility of the 

Government to bind the authorities 
concerned, before the construction of 
buildings in public or private sectors, 
particularly, in educational institutions, 
banks, hospitals, shopping malls, po-
lice stations, airports, railway stations, 
bus stops, hotels and other public plac-
es to provide the facility of access of 
wheelchairs. To address these griev-
ances, Justice Jawad Hassan issued 
stepwise directives to the authorities 
concerned and passed a judgement 
on a writ petition titled Judicial Activ-
ism Penal VS Federation of Pakistan 
and others. The judgment discusses 
in detail how the justice has walked 
by delivering writ of mandamus and 
appreciating the role of civil society 
and the Government to draft law i.e. 
the Punjab Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities Act, 2022. This Act 
gives rights to PWDs including rights 
of privacy, accessibility and mobility, 
equity in education, right to home and 
family, access to justice and right to 
inherit and own property, etc. Earlier, 
the Punjab province lacked the law for 
the protection of PWDs’ rights while in 
other provinces of the country, specific 
legislations dealing with ease of ac-
cess and mobility of disabled persons 
had already been made including The 
Baluchistan Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2017; The Sindh Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2018; 
and The ICT Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2020. The judgement 
came on the writ petition filed by Ju-
dicial Activism Penal which submit-
ted that provision of special facilities, 
including special education, special 
libraries, recreational activities, special 
care, health facilities and other basic 
necessities of life is a fundamental right 
of a special child. Protection of the 
fundamental rights of special persons 
comes within the mandate of Article 35 
of the Constitution of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, 1973 while Article 
37 of the Constitution promotes social 
justice which covers the provisions of 
special facilities for PWDs in Pakistan. 
In the writ petition (No 22253/21), the 
author, representing JAP, had asserted 
that “there is no proper legislation for 
regulating welfare of special children 
in Pakistan and as the issue of public 
importance is involved, therefore, the 
Petitioner has knocked the door of this 

Court”. Showing his compassion, Jus-
tice Jawad remarked in the judgement 
that a ladder might have been helpful 
for a person to climb up the building 
but giving the same ladder to a per-
son with impaired ability to walk to 
reach the top of every building does 
not amount equal treatment but an ap-
proach, which is neither sanguine nor 
justified rather depicts a modus ope-
randi, which is improper and indiffer-
ent at the same time. As this case was 
of public importance, Justice Jawad 
ordered the constitution of a commit-
tee under the supervision of the Secre-
tary of Social Welfare and Bait-ul-Maal 
Department. On 15.10.2021, Minister 
for Social Welfare Syed Yawar Abbas 
Bukhari apprised the Court that the 
meetings of the Committee were held 
on 05.10.2021 and 11.10.2021, respec-
tively, and the suggestions of the Com-
mittee were duly considered, incor-
porated and added a new Chapter i.e. 
Part 2 (II) dealing with Rights and En-
titlements of Persons with Disabilities 
in the original Draft Act. Finally, the 
Secretary submitted a report stating 
that almost all identified discrepancies 
were rectified and on 02.12.2021 after 
re-articulating several clauses cleared 
the Vetted Draft Act. Subsequently, the 
Judicial Activism Panel had to file an-
other constitutional petition for the en-
forcement of the fundamental rights of 
persons with special abilities and spe-
cial children who have been deprived 
of their fundamental rights. Adjudicat-
ing upon this petition, the court passed 
substantial directions to the authorities 
for the protection of the rights of per-
sons with special abilities. From now, 
permission for all new infrastructure 
for public use shall be subject to ad-
herence of their building plans to the 
Council’s minimum standards, guide-
lines and requirements. It will imple-
ment procedures and programmes to 
promote their personal mobility at a 
concessional cost. They will have full 
and appropriate access to all forms 
of communication and have restric-
tion-free access to all communal facili-
ties and services. They shall be protect-
ed from abuse, violence, torture, cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading treatment and 
exploitation at the hands of any per-
son, institution, or authority.
Courtesy: The Nation

-Your Source for Alternate News-

- S
in

ce
 1

93
2 

-

Editor-in-Chief: Rizwan Inayat
Editor: Omer Rizwan

First Floor, Town Hieghts, Old Bara Road, 
University Town Peshawar - Pakistan.

Website: www.thekhybermail.com 
E-mail: thekhybermail@gmail.com - Phone: 091-7081579

 thekhybermail

Justice for persons with disabilities
— By Muhammad Azhar Siddique 

ECONOMY has always been prone 
to shocks – sometimes political and 
sometimes natural, sometimes due to 
human errors and sometimes lack of 
effective control and wrong policies. 
We know about the great depression 
of 1933 and we saw the equally dev-
astating depression in 2008. The first 
was the result of World War-1 and the 
second was due to excessive greed of 
individuals and big corporations to 
make quick money by ignoring and 
setting aside the financial norms. The 
results were horrific. Unemployment 
soared globally and trade came to a 
near standstill. Bankruptcies broke 
all records and people lost more than 
half of their assets overnight. Billions 
of Dollars were wiped out of the fi-
nancial system. Some Bankers and 
financial experts even described the 
2008 depression worst than the one 
in 1933. Came November 2019 when 
Covid-19 surfaced and with it anoth-
er natural disaster, first in terms of 
widespread deaths in China, Europe, 
America and Asia and then virtual 
suspension of trade and movement 
of people. World saw lock-downs in 
practically every country and one felt 
as if the life came to a standstill. The 
pandemic was accompanied by histor-
ic drops in output in almost all major 

economies. The US GDP fell by 8.9 
percent in the second quarter of 2020, 
the largest single-quarter contraction 
in more than 70 years. Most other ma-
jor economies fared even worse. The 
pandemic resulted in an unprecedent-
ed economic contraction in 2020 in EU 
area with real GDP falling by 6.1%, 
more than during the global financial 
crisis. Though EU response to the cri-
sis was fast, forceful and well-coordi-
nated at all levels and member states 
provided strong support to business 
and workers, notably through short-
time work schemes, in addition to 
substantial liquidity support to firms, 
however, three years down the road, 
world is still struggling to be back on 
the pre-Covid-19 level but with little 
luck, so far. According to Professor 
Erik Bryn Jolson, outgoing Director, 
MIT, Information Technology, “This is 
a huge shock to the economy, but it’s 
also a big restructuring of the econo-
my. There’s going to be a fundamental 
change in the way companies work. 
We’re compressing 10 years of struc-
tural change into 10 weeks. There’s go-
ing to be a big division between nimble 
and slow companies”, he says. Num-
bers tell the story about the COVID-19 
pandemic’s immediate impact on the 
US economy: a 4.8% decline in gross 

domestic product in the first three 
months of 2020, more than 40 million 
unemployment claims in 10 weeks, 
an unemployment rate close to 15%. 
These numbers are stunning, even 
compared to the Great Recession of 
2007–2009. But the comparison helps 
explain what the economy may look 
like once the immediate impact of the 
pandemic has subsided. “Firms used 
the Great Recession to change the 
structure of their workforce to focus 
on more technology-centred produc-
tion,” said a post-doctoral associate at 
the MIT Initiative on the Digital Econ-
omy. “This will be at the forefront of 
the response to COVID-19. ” The pres-
ence of technology to support remote 
workers has taken centre-stage in the 
last three years. Video conferencing, 
collaboration software and customer 
service chatbots have allowed knowl-
edge workers to remain productive 
while working at home. At the same 
time, the absence of technology such 
as machine learning has left the manu-
facturing industry at a loss to manage 
rapidly shifting supply chains and the 
healthcare industry is struggling to 
compile and analyze data on the effec-
tiveness of COVID-19 treatment. 

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Global economy in tail spin
— By Rashid A Mughal, US

After the US dollar crisis, the gold 
market is facing an artificial short-
age of the metal as a majority of 
outlets are demanding exorbitantly 
high prices compared to the official 
rate that is announced every day. 
Gold price has increased by Rs900 
to a new all-time high at Rs188,600 
per tola (11.66 grams), announced 
the All Pakistan Sarafa Gems and 
Jewellers Association (APSGJA) on 
Wednesday. An industry source re-
ported that the precious metal was 
not available at the official price, add-
ing that the outlets were demanding 
Rs210,000 to Rs215,000 per tola. A 
majority of the buyers comprise gold 
investors these days. Earlier, they 
were parking their savings in the US 
dollar to avoid the impact of rupee 
devaluation at a time of high infla-
tion. They moved to the bullion mar-
ket following dollar shortfall in the 
open currency market. Illegal trad-
ers were selling the dollar for Rs250-
260 in the black market compared 
to Rs227 in the inter-bank market. 
Pakistani currency inched down by 
only one paisa to Rs226.95 against 

the greenback in the inter-bank 
market on Wednesday. Gold has 
continued to break all-time high re-
cords over the past two weeks. It has 
emerged as the best asset in terms 
of return on investment, which was 
41% in the previous calendar year. 
The association has announced a 
new all-time high price after the 
metal rate increased by $29 to $1,862 
per ounce (31.10 grams) in the world 
market. AA Gold Commodity Direc-
tor Adnan Agar said that a low trade 
volume had supported gold price in 
the international market during the 
recent holiday season. Gold will take 
cue from the upcoming release of 
minutes of US Fed’s previous meet-
ing and fresh jobs data. “Gold stands 
negative in the short run. It may re-
turn to $1,800-1,810 per ounce in the 
next one to two weeks,” he said. The 
precious metal may, however, con-
tinue to rise in Pakistan considering 
that investors are unable to find US 
dollar and other major foreign cur-
rencies for parking their savings.

Courtesy: The Express Tribune

Gold market faces ‘artificial shortage’  
amid high prices
— By Salman Siddiqui 

Pakistan’s Football Team
Pakistan reportedly exports 20 mil-
lion soccer balls yearly. Despite the 
country’s contribution to the Football 
world, why do we not direct our ener-
gy to our football teams? The Pakistan 
national football team, managed by the 
Pakistan Football Federation, has only 
been part of one major tournament, 
the South Asian Games, in which the 

team won gold medals. Pakistan has 
been a member of FIFA since 1948 
and, as of 2022, is the only team in 
Asia that has never won a FIFA World 
Cup qualifying game. The country has 
been banned by FIFA multiple times 
due to political implications, leaving 
the national team in disarray. The un-
developed football sector of Pakistan, 
much like the rest of Pakistan, is a vic-

tim of a structural dilemma. This lack 
of structure is apparent when consid-
ering how unrecognized the football 
clubs in Pakistan are. The teams need 
to be provided with training opportu-
nities, moreover, the efforts made by 
the football clubs in Pakistan need 
more consistency regarding participa-
tion in leagues.
– Iman Ahmad, – Islamabad
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UNITED NATIONS: The United Na-
tions has launched Urdu version of 
it’s ‘UN News’, a multilingual portal 
for news coverage and in-depth infor-
mation on UN-related issues, a move 
Pakistan said would broaden the 
world body’s outreach of Urdu-speak-
ing populations across the globe. The 
portal features daily news updates 
and videos, features, photo essays, 
thematic focus pages, and interviews 
with UN officials and advocates who 
have lent their voice to UN causes in 
six official languages — Arabic, Chi-

nese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish — funded through UN’s reg-
ular budget. In addition, the content 
was produced in only a few non-of-
ficial languages, such as Kiswahi-
li, Portuguese, and Hindi. Now the 
Urdu version of ‘UN News’ website 
is live on the following dedicated 
link: https://news.un.org/ur/. Pakistan 
UN Ambassador Munir Akram wel-
comed the launch of the Urdu version 
of ‘UN News’, saying it will expand 
the UN’s outreach to Urdu-speaking 
audience around the world, and pro-

mote the diversity of its communi-
cations in multiplicity of languages.  
Ambassador Akram also lauded the 
UN Department of Global Commu-
nication for supporting Pakistan’s 
pioneering efforts towards promoting 
multilingualism and diversity of UN’s 
communities in order to maximize 
UN’s objectives and priorities across 
the world, especially those related to 
human rights, climate change and 
development. The UN Radio is also 
accessible in Urdu through the web 
link. (Agencies)
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Advisory for sugarcane farmers

UAF to auction 62 Kanal sugarcane on 10th

Renowned poet Shad Azimabadi  
remembered on his 96th death anniversary

GCUF to organize Pakistan Young Physiologists 
Symposium on 12th

HRRD to build 1,000 houses for flood-hit people

Dr Amjad Saqib visits FCCI

CNG closure creates shortage of vans  
at intercity Hiace stop

127,017 families to get Rs 7000 each  
under BISP programme

Ch. Akhlaq, ADC Finance visit Govt Sardar 
Begum Teaching Hospital

Faad Waheed congratulates IGP Punjab on 
assuming charge

PM expresses grief over death of Fed secretary

Pakistani traders display handicrafts  
at Industry Fair in China

Former MNA’s demise grieved NA Speaker

FAISALABAD: The agriculture ex-
perts on Saturday advised growers to 
prepare their lands for commencing 
cultivation of sugarcane crop with 
the advent of February. According to 
a spokesman for the agriculture (ex-
tension) department, most excellent 
time for sugarcane cultivation is from 
February 1 to March 15. They should 
also use seed of approved sugarcane 
varieties, including CP-77-400, CP-72-
2086, CP-43-33, CPF-243, HSF-240, 
SPSG-26, SPF-213, SPF-245 and COJ-

84, he added He said sugarcane was 
an important crop which not only 
help in catering domestic require-
ments but also play a pivotal role in 
mitigating financial constraints of 
growers. The field staff of agriculture 
department had been activated to 
guide farmers for bringing themax-
imum land under sugarcane culti-
vation in Punjab. More information 
could be obtainedthrough agriculture 
helpline or from the nearest agricul-
ture office, he added.(APP)

FAISALABAD: The University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF) has 
announced to auction 62 Kanals of 
sugarcane crop here on January 10 
(Tuesday). The UAF spokesman said 
on Saturday that sugarcane auc-
tion would be organized at 10 am at 

Postgraduate Agriculture Research 
Station, Jhang Road, whereas the 
successful bidder would be bound to 
deposit 1/3 of the total amount on the 
spot. More information could be ob-
tained from Directorate of Farms UAF 
during office hours,he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Shad Azimabadi was 
remembered in the literary circles 
here Saturday on his 96th death an-
niversary and for the services to the 
urdu language and literature. The real 
name of Shad Azimabadi was Syed 
Ali Mohammad and he was born in 
Azeemabad, now Patna. He received 
traditional education rather early and 
learned Urdu, Persian, and Arabic, 
which was followed by studies of is-
lam and other religions. Shad received 
counseling on his poetry from several 
master craftsmen and emerged as a 
poet of remarkable merit and a sound 
scholar. He earned the title of Khan 
Bahadur from the British government 

and received a monthly stipend. He 
was essentially a poet of the ghazal 
tradition and he distinguished himself 
on account of his refreshing ideas and 
novel ways of expression. He engaged 
with issues in ethics, philosophy, and 
mysticism. Following Mir Anis, the cel-
ebrated poet of marsiya, he also prac-
ticed this form. A full-time poet and 
writer, Shad has left behind a huge 
amount of literary works including a 
biography called�Hayaat-e Faryaad, a 
historical tract called�Nawa-i-Watan, 
collected poems entitled�Kulliyaat-e 
Shad�and�Maikhana-i-Ilhaam, and an 
account of marsiya poets, called�Fikr-e 
Baleegh.(APP)

FAISALABAD: The Government Col-
lege University Faisalabad (GCUF) 
will organize a two-day Pakistan 
Young Physiologists Symposium 
here on January 12. A spokesman 
for the university said on Saturday 
that the department of Physiology in 
collaboration with the Physiological 

Society UK would sponsor the event. 
The resources persons and physiol-
ogy experts across the country were 
invitedand they would present their 
research papers on the topic of “The 
dynamics of metabolicdisorders: era 
of alternative & complementary med-
icine”, he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Helping Hand for Re-
lief and Development (HRRD) has 
planned to build 1000 houses for the 
people of flood-hit areas of the coun-
try. Talking to APP here on Saturday, 
Abid Bukhari, an official in the organi-
sation said that HRRD aims to start the 
construction of houses from January 
15 and the project would be completed 
approximately by the end of the cur-
rent year. He said the complete plan 
and details of the structure had been 
submitted to the higher management 
committee and after approval, ground 
work would be initiated. Bukhari said 
over 33 million people were affected, 

7.9 million displaced, and 2.1 mil-
lion homes damaged/destroyed and 
stressed people of Pakistan were still 
struggling to resume their life. He in-
formed that HRRD had been provid-
ing newly-constructed homes, food, 
hygiene items, household essentials, 
medical services and farming facilities 
to the flood victims. Bukhari said that 
to provide relief to the flood-affected 
people in Quetta, South, Punjab, and 
Sindh, HRRD supplied building mate-
rials including doors, windows, mud 
house rods, and polythene sheets, 
along with Rs 5000 in cash for house 
construction.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Dr Amjad Saqib, the 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer 
of the Akhuwat Foundation, on Sat-
urday visited the Faisalabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (FCCI). He 
was warmly welcomed by President 
FCCI Dr Khurram Tariq himself and 
his team. Haji Muhammad Aslam 
Bhalli, Vice President, and Haji Mu-
hammad Abid were also present 
besides Mian Muhammad Kamal-ul-
Din, Moazam Bin Zahoor, Coordina-
tor Abu Bakar and Focal Person of 
Akhuwat Muhammad Shahzad. Dr 
Amjad Saqib underlined benefits of 
collective efforts and hoped the busi-
ness community of Faisalabad would 

extend help for the have-nots by pro-
viding them all basic amenities in ad-
dition to providing them interest free 
loans to start their own businesses. 
He said affluent people must realize 
their religious obligations that no one 
should go to bed without a meal and 
their other basic needs should also 
be fulfilled. He added that Akhuwat 
had established a strong team of 400 
volunteers to serve the have-nots in 
Faisalabad without any help from the 
government departments. Later Dr 
Khurram Tariq presented a cheque 
of donation to Dr Amjad Saqib while 
Dr Amjad Saqibgave him a gift of his 
latest book.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The supply of Com-
pressed National Gas (CNG) has 
been suspended to the gas stations in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa due to which 
shortage of vans was witnessed at 
capital’s main transport terminal 
in G-9 Markaz. The vans were not 
completing their routes and short-
age/unavailability of transportation 
had compelled passengers including 
women, students and other commut-
ers to wait in long queues. Talking to 
APP, a passenger Abidullah said that 
the transport managers of the stop 
increase the fares even on the minor 
hike in the prices of petroleum prod-

ucts but they were unable to manage 
the situation when the CNG supply 
has been suspended. He said that 
fares of long-route vehicles are de-
cided according to the prices of pet-
rol and diesel, therefore, suspension 
of CNG should not affect the routine 
of Hiace routes. Another passenger, 
Zubair Khan said that it is an ethical 
responsibility of the transporters to 
facilitate the passengers with proper 
seating arrangement and manage a 
queue system on a first-come, first-
served basis in difficult times like 
weekends, gazetted holidays and fuel 
issues. (APP)

SARGODHA: As many as 127,017 
registered families would get Rs 7000 
each under Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP) in the district 
during the current Calendar year. 
Talking to APP here on Saturday, 
BISP Sargodha Deputy Director Ma-
lik Safdar Awan said the government 
was much keen to uplift the living 
standard of poor through BISP pro-
grammes. Giving detail, he said that 

10,717 registered beneficiaries were 
in Bhulwal, 5,925 in Bhera, 17910 in 
Kotmomin, 10,205 in Sahiwal, 56,626 
in Sargodha, 12,104 in Shahpur and 
13,531 were in Sillanwali which 
would get Rs 7000 each in the coming 
week. The government was utilizing 
all possible resources for the better-
ment and welfareof masses through 
BISP aiding programmes, he added.
(APP)

SIALKOT: Member Provincial Assem-
bly Ch Muhammad Akhlaq accompa-
nied by Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Finance Syeda Amina 
Moudoodi visited Govt Sardar Begum 
Teaching Hospital and reviewed the 
medical facilities and supply of medi-
cines to patients who came to the hos-
pital for treatment in emergency, OPD 
and wards. Principal of the medical 
college Khawaja Muhammad Safdar, 
Dr Abdul Sattar and Medical Superin-
tendent Dr Rana Ilyas were also pres-
ent on the occasion. Ch Muhammad 
Akhlaq said that provision of quality 
healthcare facilities to people was 
the top priority of the government. 

He said the people of province were 
being ensured quality medical facili-
ties through Punjab Health Card. He 
said that free medicines and facilities 
of tests would be ensured in hospitals 
and patients would not be referred to 
private laboratories for tests, while 
medicines would be provided from 
hospital stores. He said that a request 
would be made to the Punjab govern-
ment for providing CT scan, MRI ma-
chines and incubators in DHQ hospi-
tal. They visited emergency, children 
wards, OPD and Pharmacy including 
other departments and inquired the 
patients about the quality of facilities 
available in the hospital.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Acting President, Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI), Faad Waheed Saturday 
congratulated Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP), Punjab, Amir Zulfiqar Khan 
on assuming his new role in the Punjab 
Province. He congratulate him while 
in called on meeting with IGP, Punjab, 
said a press release issued here by the 
chamber. He said that the close liaison 
between the police and the business 
community is important to improve the 
security situation in the commercial & 

industrial areas and improve the overall 
economy. He discussed many matters 
of mutual interest with the IGP Punjab 
and hoped that he would take the pri-
vate sector on board to further improve 
the law & order situation in Pakistan’s 
largest province in terms of population. 
Engr. Muhammad Azhar ul islam Zafar 
Vice President ICCI said that Punjab 
contributes over 54 percent to the coun-
try’s GDP and improved security in it 
would attract more business and invest-
ment activities in the province. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif on Satur-
day expressed his deep grief and 
sorrow over death of Federal Sec-
retary for Kashmir Affairs and Gil-
git Baltistan Shair Alam Mahsud. 
The prime minister expressed his 
sympathies with the bereaved fam-

ily and prayed for the high ranks of 
the departed soul, PM Office Media 
Wing said in a press release. He ob-
served that late Shair Alam Mahsud 
was among the best officers of bu-
reaucracy. With his death, Pakistan 
Civil Service had lost a competent 
officer, he added.(APP)

BEIJING: Pakistani traders show-
cased high-end Pakistani handicrafts 
at the 7th Sanya International Cul-
tural Industry Fair (SICIF) held in the 
coastal city of Sanya, Hainan, China. 
“Our expectation from this Fair is 
to get wholesale buyers who can do 
business with us in the future,” said 
Abdul Basit Khan, CEO of Pak Link 
Enterprises. The fair, held last week, 
brought together global cultural in-
dustry resources and tourism prod-
ucts, highlighting their role in trading 
and creating an important platform for 
more cultural exports, CEN reported. 
A Pakistan Pavilion was also set up at 
the fair where products with Pakistani 
characteristics like wood crafts, onyx, 

cashmere, handmade rugs and shawls 
shined and attracted a large number of 
Chinese visitors. Consul General of Pa-
kistan in Guangzhou, China, Dr. Diyar 
Khan represented Pakistan at the fair 
and introduced Pakistani handicrafts 
and cultural items at Pakistani stalls 
and Pakistan’s relations with China, 
particularly the province of Hainan. 
Abdul Basit Khan said, “Every year 
Hainan sees millions of people visit, so 
we hope that through this window we 
can display Pakistani products and get 
good results.” He said that the main 
goal for the fair was not just the four 
days because they could continue to 
do business with customers they met 
here.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf on 
Saturday expressed his sorrow and 
deep grief over the sad demise of for-
mer member of National Assembly 
(MNA) Nawab Aman Ullah Khan. 
In a condolence message to the 
family of the deceased, the speaker 
paid glowing tributes to the political 
and social services of former MNA 
Nawab Aman Ullah Khan. “I’m ex-

tremely saddened by the demise 
of the revered MNA which is set to 
cause irreparable loss to his family,” 
he said. He said the services of the 
deceased, a brave politician, would 
always be remembered. The void 
created by his demise can never be 
filled. He prayed to Almighty Allah 
to rest the departed soul in eternal 
peace and grant courage to the be-
reaved family to bear the loss. (APP)

Power shutdown notice

Two robbers arrested, 
weapons recovered

Five power  
pilferers caught

Rescue 1122 
warns citizens of 

gas leakages

FAISALABAD: The Faisalabad Elec-
tric Supply Company (Fesco) issued 
shutdown notice for Sunday due to 
necessary repair, maintenance and 
expansion of electricity lines. Ac-
cording to the notice issued by the 
company, power supply from AZ 
Apparel, K&M, Dhanola Industri-
al, Sajjad Estate and new Dry Port 
feeders linked with 132-KV Millat 
Road grid station will remain sus-
pendedfrom 9 am to 3 pm while all 
feeders connected with 132-KV First 
Treat grid station will observe shut-
downfrom 10 am to 2 pm on Sunday 
(January 8). (APP)

FAISALABAD: Police on Saturday 
claimed to have arrested two rob-
bers and recovered weapons from 
their possession. A police spokes-
man said officials conducted a raid 
in Chak No 51-GB and arrested 
Arshad and Ehsan who were want-
ed to police in a number of robbery 
and other cases. The police also re-
covered one motorcycle, weapons, 
cash, mobile phones and other-
items. (APP)

SARGODHA: The Faisalabad Elec-
tric Power Company (Fesco) caught 
five accused involved in power theft 
on Saturday. According to a spokes-
person for the Fesco, a task force 
raided different areas of the cityand 
detected theft of 1,130 units. The ac-
cused, including Hamaad, saleem, 
Sqlain, Rustom and Maqsood,were 
involved in meter tampering, direct 
supply and other violations.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rescue 1122 on Sat-
urday issued an alert to the citizens 
for safe usage of heating appliances, 
stoves, and others as gas leakages 
were increasing the risks of mas-
sive fire incidents causing life and 
property damages. In an awareness 
message issued by the premier civ-
il agency ensuring public safety in 
different hazards said in winters, 
the incidence of fire increases due 
to the enhanced use of gas-related 
appliances. It added that most of 
the fire accidents occurred due to 
gas leakage. “The public is request-
ed to exercise caution in the use of 
gas-related equipment to avoid such 
accidents,” Rescue 1122 said. Be-
fore going to bed at night, gas-relat-
ed appliances (heaters, stoves, etc.) 
must be turned off, it added. “If a 
gas leakage is felt in the house, nev-
er switch on the electricity switch 
and light the fire, rather open all 
the doors and windows and every-
one should leave the house,” Rescue 
1122 said If any such accident oc-
curs, the citizens must immediately 
report to 1122. “Timely response is 
possible only by timely reporting to 
Rescue 1122,” it added. Meanwhile, 
Rescue 1122 reported a blast due to 
gas leakage in a house near Shell 
gas station, Chaklala Scheme 3, 
Rawalpindi. Some two females were 
declared injured who received 50-60 
% burn injuries. The Rescue teams 
immediately rushed to the scene, 
whereas according to the prelimi-
nary information, there was a gas 
leak in the gas burner in the house 
that resulted in the fire explosion. 
The Rescue personnel gave first aid 
to the victims and shifted them to 
the hospital. (APP)

Pakistan hails launch of Urdu version of ‘UN News’, saying it 
will expand world body’s outreach
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President imposes fine on UBL for filing frivolous representation
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has imposed a fine of Rs 20,000 on 
United Bank Ltd (UBL) over filing a 
frivolous representation in a disput-
ed transaction case involving a mere 
amount of Rs 20,000 only. He further 
ordered that the bank should pay the 
fine in addition to returning the de-
frauded amount to its customer as the 
bank adamantly filed frivolous rep-
resentation wasting its resources and 
time as well of the Banking Mohtasib 
of Pakistan (BMP) and the office of the 
Head of State, President Secretariat 

Press Wing said in a press release on 
Saturday. UBL had filed a represen-
tation with the President against the 
orders of the BMP in a case where a 
customer had attempted to withdraw 
cash of Rs 20,000 from UBL’s ATM but 
the cash was not dispensed whereas 
the customer’s account was debited. 
The customer had also filed a com-
plaint and submitted the Dispute Set-
tlement Form but his complaint was 
rejected summarily. Feeling aggrieved, 
he had raised the matter with the BMP, 
which passed the orders of returning 

the disputed amount to the customer.
The president rejected the UBL’s repre-
sentation on the grounds that the bank 
had failed to discharge the burden and 
statutory liability cast upon it under the 
law by failing to comply with the State 
Bank of Pakistan’s directives that the 
banks should install external cameras 
in ATM cabins within three months 
from the date of issue of SBP’s circu-
lar to have secondary evidence against 
cash claims to satisfy the customers. 
He further observed that the bank also 
failed to comply with SBP’s instruc-

tions that for record keeping relating 
to complaints, banks were required to 
follow instructions contained in Pru-
dential Regulations, and where CCTV 
footage was considered part of circum-
stantial evidence, it must be retained 
at least for two months, and for com-
plaints escalated to Courts, all related 
evidence should be retained till the 
final decision. The president held that 
UBL had failed to provide its investiga-
tion report and requisite information 
to BMP office despite follow up and 
being given the opportunity during the 

hearing as well. The president rejected 
the UBL’s representation filed against 
the orders of the BMP wherein BMP 
had rejected the view point of the bank 
terming it baseless and without any 
evidence and directed the Bank to pay 
the defrauded amount of Rs 20,000 to 
the complainant and report compliance 
within 30 days. He also upheld the or-
der of BMP and also imposed a fine of 
20,000 on the bank for filing an appeal 
in a case where meagre amount was in-
volved and was less than even the cost 
of litigation and was frivolous. (APP)

Three held for abducting, torturing 
to death property dealer

Pakistan to complete terms of IMF’s programme: PM
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday 
said that he had told the Managing 
Director of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) about his govern-
ment’s resolve to complete the terms 
of IMF’s programme. On his Twitter 
handle, the prime minister said that 
he had held a telephonic conversa-
tion with the IMF MD yesterday. “I 

also explained Pakistan’s economic 
difficulties especially after the dev-
astating floods. IMF delegation will 
come to Pakistan soon,” he added 
in a tweet. On Friday, Managing Di-
rector of the International Monetary 
Fund Kristalina Georgieva had called 
the prime minister over telephone 
and expressed her deep sympathy 
and concern on the human and ma-

terial losses due to the recent floods 
and reiterated her commitment to 
help Pakistan in the difficult period. 
Kristalina Georgieva thanked the PM 
for the invitation to participate in the 
Climate Resilient Pakistan Confer-
ence at Geneva, saying she would be 
able to join the conference virtually 
as the IMF Board meetings had been 
prefixed for January 9 -10. (APP)

WAH CANTT: The Wah Saddar Po-
lice on Saturday arrested three nom-
inated accused who abducted a prop-
erty dealer and later thrown his body 
after brutal torture. Abdul Rehman- 
who works as a property dealer in 
New city area was allegedly abducted 
by his partner over money issue from 
the New city area in the limits of Wah 
Saddar Police station on December 5 
and later his hands and legs tightened 
with rope, strangled to death body 

was found from a deserted place near 
Mirza village in the limits of Attock 
Saddar Police station on December 
7. Police registered a case against the 
nominated accused including the de-
ceased partner and other copartners 
under sections 302, 365, 201, 148, 
149, 109 and section 7 of the anti-ter-
rorism act (7-ATA). Police on Sat-
urday arrested the three nominated 
accused identified as Ahmed Hassan, 
Bilal and Sohaib.(APP)

Three people hurt in stray dog attack
MULTAN: At least three persons in-
cluding two girls sustained injuries af-
ter being bitten by a stray dog at Chak 
R.S here on Saturday. According to 
Rescue officials, a stray dog attacked 
and injured three people near Chak 

RS. Upon receiving the information, 
Rescue teams rushed to the spot and 
shifted the injured to Tehsil Headquar-
ters hospital Shujaabad. The victims 
were identified as 22 years old Safia, 15 
Rabia and 10 years old Ali Shan.(APP)

Court hands down 5-year imprisonment to accused in child abuse case
RAWALPINDI: A District and Ses-
sions Court on Saturday awarded 
five-years imprisonment to an ac-
cused in a child rape case. Addi-
tional District and Sessions Judge 

Ahsan Mehmood Malik announced 
the verdict after hearing the argu-
ments from both sides. The court 
also imposed Rs 100,000 fine on the 
accused, Faizan, besides giving him 

five years in prison penalty. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, the accused 
had abused an eleven-year-old child 
in the limits of the Ratta Amral Police 
Station in 2021. (APP)

PMs of Pakistan, Kuwait resolve to expand ties
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif held a tele-
phonic conversation with the Prime 
Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
on Sunday and discussed matters of 
mutual interest. The Prime Minister of 
Pakistan apprised the Kuwaiti Prime 
Minister of the International Confer-
ence on Climate Resilient Pakistan, to 
be held in Geneva, on 9 January 2023, 
and requested high-level participa-
tion. The Kuwaiti PM expressed firm 
support for the initiatives to strength-
en Pakistan’s climate resilience. The 
Prime Minister reaffirmed the im-

portance Pakistan attached to its re-
lationship with Kuwait and reiterated 
the desire to further expand bilateral 
cooperation in diverse fields. He un-
derscored the resolve to forge deeper 
economic engagement between Paki-
stan and Kuwait – including in trade, 
investment, labor, and other key sec-
tors. The Prime Minister expressed 
satisfaction at the close cooperation 
between the two countries at the mul-
tilateral forums. He appreciated the 
measures taken by Kuwait for the 
recruitment of Pakistani manpower 
in the fields of health, security, and 
infrastructure. The Prime Minister of 

Kuwait reciprocated the sentiments 
of the Prime Minister and reassured 
them of the desire of the Kuwaiti lead-
ership to further deepen and broad-
en bilateral relations with Pakistan. 
The two leaders agreed to maintain 
close contact and work together on 
all issues of mutual interest. The two 
leaders agreed to remain in close con-
tact and take forward the process of 
consolidation and further expansion 
of Pakistan-Kuwait relations. Kuwait 
hosts over 100,000 strong Pakistani 
diaspora which is contributing signifi-
cantly in the development and prog-
ress of both nations. (APP)

Plastic free Gilgit to be reality soon: Chief Secretary GB
GILGIT: Chief Secretary Gilgit Baltis-
tan Muhiudeen Wani on Saturday said 
plastic free Gilgit will soon be a reali-
ty and success as the administration, 
from top to bottom, had been working 
towards the end goal. He said in an 
official statement to media that from 
Chief Secretary to Commissioner, DC, 
ACs, all magistrates as well as Environ-
mental Protection Agency and Police; 

all are in field and making sure that 
polythene bags are nowhere to be seen 
in Gilgit. Chief Secretary GB said, “To-
day, I visited different markets of Gilgit 
City and it was a pleasure to see that 
majority of vendors of small carts to 
large convenience stores have all shift-
ed to environment friendly bags”. He 
said the government is also supporting 
these shopkeepers by providing them 

with these bags as well as encouraging 
green businesses to participate towards 
this end by providing interest free 
loans. He informed that till now, a total 
of 2.5 tons of polythene bags have been 
confiscated and soon they will be incin-
erated. “We will not tolerate any negli-
gence towards the cause of Plastic Free 
Gilgit and those violating the vision will 
be punished as per law, he said. (APP)

Food dept Punjab suspends wheat quota of over 
1000 mills over misappropriation

MULTAN: The food department has 
suspended the wheat quota of over 
1000 flour mills over misappropria-
tion in government flour. The food 
department in Punjab has released 
data on operations during the last 
eight months across the province 
in order to ensure an uninterrupted 
supply of flour. Legal action was tak-
en by suspending the licenses of 80 
flour mills due to disruption in flour 
supply. Likewise, 12 plants/ware-

houses found involved in the private 
packing of government flour were 
also sealed. Cases have been got 
lodged against 35 flour mill owners 
involved in the black marketing of 
flour. Wheat smuggling worth mil-
lions of rupees was also thwarted 
through strict blockades. Accord-
ing to Secretary Food Punjab, Nadir 
Chatha, there was ample stock of 
wheat available and no shortage of 
flour. (APP)

First digital census to start on Feb 1: commissioner
MULTAN: Commissioner Multan di-
vision Ashfaq Ahmad Chaudhary said 
that first digital census was going to 
start from February 1 and it has key 
role to determine future needs of coun-
try’s population. He was addressing 
the under-training enumerators here 
on Saturday. He said that cooperation 
between the enumerators and the re-
spondents was vital for a successful 
census. The first paperless census in-
cluding geotagging would continue by 
March-4. He said that technology has 
an important role in latest era and cen-
sus was considered as an important 

tool for planning of the country. Direc-
tor Local Government Zahoor Hussain 
said that 5,559 enumerators and 873 
supervisors will perform duty during 
census across the division while 9975 
blocks have been established for cen-
sus. Every citizen would be able to up-
load his own data in the digital census 
on the portal. On this occasion, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Rizwan 
Nazir and other officials were pres-
ent. Meanwhile, Commissioner paid a 
surprise visit to Nishtar Hospital and 
took a briefing about medicines and 
machinery in the hospital. He said 

that a hospital equipped with modern 
facilities was top priority of the Pun-
jab government.  The health sector is 
being expanded to provide medical fa-
cilities to the citizens. Vice Chancellor 
Nishtar university Dr Rana Altaf said 
that patients were treated beyond the 
capacity of 1,700 beds. MS Nishtar 
hospital Dr Rao Amjad said that 159 
items of drugs were available in the 
hospital. Labour room, dialysis, emer-
gency, operation theatres, intensive 
care unit, neonatal emergency, den-
gue, corona wards, complete and free 
medicines were available. (APP)

Colorful puppet show entertains children, youth
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) organized 
a colorful puppet show here on Satur-
day to entertain children and students 
from various educational institutions 
of twin cities. The National Puppet 
Theater showcased the skills of its pup-
peteers featuring vibrant costumed 
puppets and presented folk tales, skits, 
regional dances and national songs to 
provide infotainment for young minds 
to engage them in healthy activities.
The show highlighted various issues 
like health, education and environ-
ment etc through stories with lessons. 
Children along with parents attended 
the show. The show is a regular fea-
ture of PNCA and National Heritage 
and Culture Division that promotes 
culture and traditions among the chil-
dren with understanding of their folk 
legacies which is an important part of 
their training. Preservation and promo-
tion of cultural heritage and traditional 

values maintain the identity of a nation 
and boosts the confidence of the young 
generation, said PNCA Director Gen-
eral Ayub Jamali while talking to APP. 
PNCA holds art and cultural activities 
on regular basis that involve young 
talent to create awareness among the 
masses about the cultural and tradi-
tional values. “Involvement of students 
for highlighting various issues through 
tableaus, songs and puppet shows, give 
them an opportunity to understand the 
issues in depth through soft expres-
sions of art,” he said, adding that pup-
petry is a part of theater and the history 
of theater is connected with the history 
of human society which it also lead to-
wards revolutions in shaping the soci-
ety.  Performing art is a strong medium 
of communication and education and 
occupies a unique place among other 
arts with reflection and identification 
of social evils in an entertaining way, he 
said. (APP)

Int’l moot on Material Science and 
Smart Materials kicks off at AIOU

ISLAMABAD: A two-day interna-
tional conference on “Material Sci-
ence and Smart Materials” at Allama 
Iqbal Open University (AIOU) start-
ed on Saturday. Speakers empha-
sized the need to strengthen linkag-
es between industry and academia 
for the country’s development and 
wider economic interest.They add-
ed that this initiative will also help 
in developing new business models 
as economic stability is not possible 
without it. The speakers appreciated 
Dr Syed Zafar Ilyas for his scientific 
services at Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity and congratulated him for 
holding this conference. The con-
ference was organized by the De-
partment of Physics, AIOU. Nuclear 
scientist Dr NM Butt was the chief 
guest of the opening ceremony. Oth-
er speakers included Dr Asghari 
Maqsood, Syed Javed Khurshid and 
Chairman, Department of Physics, 
AIOU, Dr Syed Zafar Ilyas. Dr NM 
Butt, while presenting a paper on 
nanotechnology, said that revolu-
tionary changes will take place with 
the help on nanotechnology in the 

field of science and technology in 
the 21st century. He said that human 
life is going to face an unimaginable 
revolution and companies from dif-
ferent fields around the world have 
started making different products 
through nanotechnology. He added 
that we must prepare our next gen-
eration as technology is evolving 
daily. Dr Asghari Maqsood, while 
presenting a paper on material sci-
ence and smart materials, called the 
X-ray machine the best invention of 
medical science. He gave a detailed 
lecture on X-ray machine reflection, 
radiation, X-ray equipment and Its 
operation. Dr Syed Zafar Ilyas ex-
plained the aims and objectives of 
the conference. He said that this is 
the 135th conference of the Depart-
ment of Physics in the last 12 years, 
the Department of Physics has pro-
duced 600 MPhil and 10 PhD schol-
ars in this short period, while 35 
PhD scholars are currently enrolled. 
He added that Scholars from 3 inter-
national and 70 national universities 
a will present papers in this confer-
ence. (APP)

Daily official wheat quota for flour mills doubled
LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi said on Sat-
urday that daily official quota of 
wheat for flour mills had been dou-
bled. According to official sources 
here, decisions were taken to tackle 
wheat and flour related issue during 

a meeting presided over by Punjab 
CM. CM said that sale points had also 
been doubled across the province. He 
said that 1840000 bags of 10 kg flour 
would be available on daily basis in 
Punjab at government rate. Parvez 
Elahi said that from Monday 26,000 

tons of wheat would be released to 
flour mills more than their demand. 
Increase of government wheat quota 
would reduce prices of private wheat 
and flour reasonably, he added. Food 
Secretary Nadir Chattha attended the 
meeting. (APP)

Governor visits Eat Food Festival
KARACHI: Sindh Governor Moham-
med Kamran Khan Tessori visited the 
Eat Food Festival and mingled with 

the people here on Saturday. The 
people expressed their excitement on 
the presence of the Governor among 

them. The people took selfies with the 
Governor and appreciated his partici-
pation. (APP)

MQM-P leader urges workers for making protest against renewed delimita-
tion of constituencies success

HYDERABAD: Organizer of Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan 
(MQM-P), Hyderabad Chapter Za-
far Ahmed Siddiqui has asked the 
party’s workers to use the January 
10 protest for pressing the provin-
cial government for renewed delim-
itation of local government constit-
uencies. Talking to the workers at 
the party’s office here on Saturday, 

Siddiqui maintained that the de-
limitation of LG constituencies in 
Karachi and Hyderabad had been 
conducted on an unjust basis. He 
expressed hope that the January 
10 protest would prove to be a ref-
erendum in favour of the party’s 
demand for revised delimitation 
before the LG elections whose sec-
ond phase was scheduled for Janu-

ary 15. Siddiqui told that the party 
would also raise the issues of pop-
ulation census and voter lists at the 
protest. He deplored that the rates 
of flour had reached around Rs 
140 per kilogram against the Sindh 
Government’s claim of Rs 65 per kg. 
He also demanded of the authorities 
concerned to take action against 
flour and wheat mafias. (APP)
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CSH Alliance gets licence to assemble BYD electric vans

Poultry association forecasts Rs1,000 per kg chicken price

Small cars manufacturing equipment’s customs duty reduced

US economy sees robust jobs growth in December

Tokyo core CPI seen up 3.8pc in December, new 40-year-high

FTX personnel in US, Bahamas to coordinate cryptocurrency recovery

China fx reserves rise $11bn to $3.128 trillion in December

Fed officials call for more rate hikes as price pressures cool

PETALING JAYA: CSH Alliance 
Bhd’s (CSH) wholly-owned subsidi-
ary, Alliance EV Sdn Bhd (AEV), has 
obtained the manufacturing licence 
for the assembly of commercial elec-
tric vans and model approval for pri-
marily the BYD T3 EV van.The local 
assembly of the model will be set up 
on a 22.2-hectare land in Tanjung 
Malim, Perak, the company said in 
a filing with Bursa Malaysia. AEV is 
currently applying for the approved 
permit from the ministry of inter-
national trade and industry (Miti) 
and other approvals from relevant 

authorities to bring in the complete-
ly-built-up (CBU) units of BYD T3 EV 
into the country for distribution pur-
poses prior to the set-up of the local 
assembly plant. With the manufactur-
ing licence, CSH said AEV will pro-
ceed to finalise the detailed commer-
cial arrangements with BYD Malaysia 

Sdn Bhd for the implementation and 
execution of the local assembly plant. 
CSH has ventured into the electric ve-
hicle (EV) industry in tandem with its 
goal to electrify the future through a 
memorandum of understanding with 
BYD Malaysia. In a separate state-
ment, CSH executive director Jeff 
Chong said the company’s next mile-
stone is to bring in the CBU vans for 
the commercial sector in the country, 
which will largely benefit the com-
mercial industry mainly the logistics 
and transportation sector in lowering 
their carbon emissions. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The chairman of the Pa-
kistan Poultry Association, Chaudhry 
Muhammad Ashraf, has expressed 
concern that the price of chicken 
could rise to Rs1,000 per kilogram in 
the near future due to a shortage of 
feed, an important dietary staple in Pa-
kistan. Ashraf reported that the price 
of broiler chicken is currently around 
Rs500-600 per kilogram in Karachi. 
He also mentioned that approximately 
12 containers holding 0.75 million tons 
of soybean and canola are being held 
at the port due to technical issues from 
the government, despite payments 

being made. The poultry association 
chairman further said that the poultry 
industry typically keeps a supply of 
feed on hand for 15 days to a month, 
but that supply has now been exhaust-
ed. “The lack of soybean and canola 
availability has caused problems for 
feed manufacturers, who have in-

formed farmers that they do not have 
the necessary products available,” he 
added. Ashraf went on to state that 
the current increase in chicken pric-
es is due to a decrease in feed supply, 
and warned that there will likely be a 
significant shortage of chicken in the 
market in the coming days, with pric-
es potentially rising to 1,000 Pakistani 
rupees per kilogram in the current 
month. In response to the issue, the 
Pakistan Poultry Association decid-
ed to hold a protest demonstration to 
urge the government to resolve the 
issue of soybean imports. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
reduced the duty imposed on the 
import of equipment for the manu-
facture of small cars, revenue divi-
sion has issued a notification in this 
regard. Customs duty on the import 
of equipment for manufacturing 
1000cc new model cars has been 
reduced by 15 percent while it has 
been reduced by 16 percent from 

the previous 25 percent, according 
to the notification. Customs duty on 
the import of equipment for man-

ufacturing 1000cc old model cars 
has been brought down to 30 per-
cent from 32.5 percent. The reduc-
tion in the rate of customs duty has 
been approved for new model ve-
hicles certified under the engineer-
ing development board for three 
years, according to the notification 
issued from the revenue division.  
(Agencies)

Jobs growth in the US remained 
strong last month even as the econ-
omy wrestled with the impact of 
fast-rising prices. Employers add-
ed 223,000 positions in December, 
pushing the jobless rate down to 
3.5%, from 3.6% in November. The 
resilience of the labour market has 
raised hopes that the world’s largest 
economy will avoid a severe econom-
ic downturn this year. The US cen-

tral bank is raising borrowing costs 
to try to cool the economy and ease 
the price pressures. As firms strug-
gle with the impact of higher interest 
rates and the possibility of lower con-
sumer spending, recent news of big 
job cuts at banks and tech companies, 
stuch as Amazon, has drawn atten-
tion. But the monthly report from the 
US Labor Department showed nearly 
every sector in the economy adding 

jobs, with bars and restaurants, health 
care firms and construction business-
es helping to drive the gains. Though 
job losses are rising - especially in 
the tech sector - the figures over-
all remained near historic lows last 
year, said Andrew Challenger, senior 
vice president at Challenger, Gray & 
Christmas, which has been tracking 
such announcements since the 1990s.  
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Consumer prices in Japan 
s capital likely rose in December at 
the fastest pace in nearly 41 years, a 
Reuters poll of economists showed 
on Friday, as the market looks to in-
flation data for clues on a possible 
shift in monetary policy. The core 
consumer price index (CPI) in To-
kyo, a leading indicator of nation-
wide inflation trends, was expected 
to have climbed 3.8% in December 
from a year earlier on widening 
retail price rises, according to the 
median estimate of 16 economists. 
That would follow a 3.6% increase 
in November and hit a fresh high 
since April 1982 s 4.2% rise, when in-
flation was still hot in the aftermath 

of the 1970s  oil crises. “Although 
global commodity prices have come 
down to the pre-Ukraine war levels 
and weakness in the yen has abated, 
price hikes in goods and services will 
likely continue since many Japanese 
firms haven t been able to reflect 
higher input costs on their selling 
prices,” said Takeshi Minami, chief 
economist at Norinchukin Research 
Institute. Japan s CPI figures have 
drawn unusual attention as traders 
look for any hints ahead of the Bank 
of Japan s Jan. 17-18 rate review 
that it may start to exit from its ul-
tra-loose policy. The central bank 
jolted the market last month with a 
surprise tweak to its long-term yield 

cap, allowing rates to rise more. 
Economists in the poll also expected 
the first month-on-month contrac-
tion in household spending in three 
months in November, a worrying 
sign for a consumption-led recovery 
of the world s third-largest economy. 
Household spending likely dropped 
0.5% in November from the previous 
month, while it was forecast to have 
risen 0.5% from the same month a 
year earlier, according to the poll. 
The poll also showed, Japan s current 
account balance likely returned to a 
surplus of 471.1 billion yen ($3.52 
billion) in November, after October 
s 64.1 billion yen deficit, the first 
shortfall since January. (Agencies)

A disagreement that might have pre-
vented the recovery of potentially bil-
lions of dollars in lost cash has been 
resolved by the bankruptcy team for 
FTX in the United States agreeing to 
work with liquidators closing down 
the crypto exchange s operations in 

the Bahamas. The two sides said they 
will cooperate to exchange informa-
tion, protect assets, and plan legal 
action against third parties in a joint 
statement released on Friday. Since 
duelling bankruptcies were filed in the 
two nations in November, FTX s US 

bankruptcy team has been at conflict 
with Bahamian authorities. Authorities 
in the Bahamas have confiscated FTX 
assets, which, according to authorities, 
was done to protect assets that would 
eventually be delivered to FTX Digital 
Markets  creditors. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China s foreign exchange 
reserves rose in December, official 
data showed on Saturday, as the 
dollar fell against other major cur-
rencies. The country s foreign ex-
change reserves - the world s largest 
- rose $11 billion to $3.128 trillion 

last month, compared with $3.154 
trillion predicted by a Reuters poll 
of analysts and $3.117 trillion in No-
vember. The yuan rose 2.8% against 
the dollar in December, while the 
dollar last month fell 2.3% against 
a basket of other major currencies 

. China held 64.64 million fine troy 
ounces of gold at the end of De-
cember, down from end-November. 
The value of China s gold reserves 
rose to $117.24 billion at the end of 
December from $111.65 billion at 
end-November. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Federal Reserve 
officials Friday stressed further in-
terest-rate hikes are needed to tame 
inflation even though there are 
emerging signs that price pressures 
are cooling. Atlanta Fed president 
Raphael Bostic said inflation is still 
too high and reiterated he favours 
raising interest rates above 5%, com-
pared to the current level of just be-
low 4.5%. Richmond Fed president 

Thomas Barkin, in separate remarks, 
said “we still have work to do” to 
bring price gains back to the Fed’s 
2% goal. In another speech, Fed gov-
ernor Lisa Cook highlighted several 
signs of easing inflationary pres-
sures, including decelerating wage 
gains, while emphasising that infla-
tion remained far too high for the 
Fed’s liking. They all spoke after two 
key data releases on Friday morn-

ing suggested the Fed’s efforts at 
taming inflation were working. The 
government’s December jobs report 
showed US average hourly earnings 
rose 0.3% in December from a month 
earlier and 4.6% from December 
2021 — both less than expected — af-
ter a downward revision to Novem-
ber. But job growth remained solid 
and the unemployment rate declined 
to 3.5% from 3.6%. (Agencies)

Jack Ma to relinquish control of Ant group

UK to cut business energy subsidies by 85%

China boosts coal production, eases Australia ban

Party City prepared to file for bankruptcy 
within few weeks

Venezuela owes US law firms around  
$20 million

India central bank chief says lowering  
inflation top priority for South Asia

SHANGHAI: Ant Group’s founder 
Jack Ma will no longer control the 
Chinese fintech giant after the firm’s 
shareholders agreed to implement a 
series of adjustments that will see him 
give up most of his voting rights, the 
group said today. The move marks 
another big development after a reg-
ulatory crackdown that scuppered 
Ant’s US$37 billion IPO in late 2020 
and led to a forced restructuring of 
the financial technology behemoth. 
While Ma only owns a 10% stake in 
Ant, an affiliate of e-commerce gi-
ant Alibaba Group Holding Ltd, he 
exercised control over the company 
through related entities, according 
to Ant’s IPO prospectus filed with 
the exchanges in 2020. Hangzhou 

Yunbo, an investment vehicle for Ma, 
had control over two other entities 
that own a combined 50.5% stake of 
Ant, the prospectus showed. Ant said 
that Ma and nine of its other major 
shareholders had agreed to no lon-
ger act in concert when exercising 
their voting rights, and would only 
vote independently. Ma previously 
possessed more than 50% of voting 
rights at Ant but the changes will 
mean that his share falls to 6.2%, ac-
cording to Reuters calculations. Ant 
also said it would add a fifth inde-
pendent director to its board so that 
independent directors will comprise 
a majority of the company’s board. It 
currently has eight board directors. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: British government 
plans to scale back energy subsidies 
for businesses will see the cost of 
support fall by 85% during the next 
financial year, limiting the cost to £5 
billion, the Daily Telegraph reported 
today. Britain’s finance ministry said 
on Wednesday that the government 
would announce to parliament next 
week how it proposes to cut current 
support, which government fore-
casters estimate will cost £18 billion 
in the six months to March. Finance 
minister Jeremy Hunt has called the 
current programme “unsustainably 
expensive”. The Telegraph reported 
that under the new plan “the £5 bil-
lion cost is largely agreed, accord-

ing to multiple government sources 
tapped into negotiations”. Britain’s 
finance ministry declined to com-
ment today about whether the £5 
billion cost estimate was accurate. 
“We need to ensure longer-term af-
fordability and value for money for 
the taxpayer,” a finance ministry 
spokesman said. “We are currently 
carrying out a review with the aim 
of reducing the public finances’ 
exposure to volatile internation-
al energy prices from April 2023.” 
British natural gas prices began to 
pick up sharply in the second half 
of 2021, and soared after Russia 
invaded Ukraine in February 2022.  
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: The increasing need 
to secure energy supplies after eas-
ing Covid-19 restrictions has pushed 
China to gradually resume Australian 
coal imports and urge domestic min-
ers to boost their already record out-
put. The lifting of the unofficial ban 
on Australian coal imports, which 
were halted in 2020 in a fit of Chi-
nese pique over questions on Covid’s 
origins, is the clearest sign yet of the 
renewed ties between them. The re-
sumption is also a reminder of their 
economic interdependence as Aus-
tralia’s raw materials play a crucial 
role in fuelling the export-oriented 
economy of China, the world’s big-
gest coal consumer and producer. 
The decision came after the Chi-
nese and Australian leaders met 

for the first time in six years at the 
G20 summit in November, notably 
after a change in the Australian rul-
ing party following elections in May. 
Australian foreign minister Penny 
Wong followed that meeting with a 
visit with her counterpart in Beijing 
last month. Beijing’s two-pronged 
approach to coal security comes as 
prices for power generation fuels 
and coking coal surged after western 
sanctions disrupted Russian supplies 
after its invasion of Ukraine. Chinese 
utilities and steelmakers will now 
have access to better quality Austra-
lian coal, while Australia, which used 
to be the second largest coal supplier 
to China, could recover some of its 
market share lost to suppliers includ-
ing Russia and Mongolia. (Agencies)

Party City Holdco Inc is prepared 
to file for bankruptcy within the 
next few weeks as its cash has been 
depleted and inflation has slowed 
sales, the Wall Street Journal re-
ported on Friday. In afternoon trad-
ing, business shares of Party City 
dropped by roughly 50 percent to 
18 cents. The retailer of party sup-
plies which has a $41 million mar-
ket valuation has been experiencing 

decreased sales as a result of the 
demand for its items being negative-
ly impacted by consistently rising 
inflation. According to the article 
the corporation is negotiating with 
its bondholders to convert debt 
into equity in order to balance the 
books. The article also mentioned 
that Party City had hired AlixPart-
ners LLP to assist on restructuring.  
(Agencies)

CARACAS: Venezuela owes $20.7 
million to American legal firms over-
seeing litigation against creditors 
attempting to collect outstanding ob-
ligations from bond defaults and na-
tionalizations carried out more than 15 
years ago, Reuters has said. The South 
American country owes bondholders 
and businesses more than $60 billion 
under former President Hugo Chavez 
as well as in relation to debts from the 

government and state oil company 
PDVSA that went into default. The Cit-
go refinery, the jewel in the crown of 
Venezuela s foreign assets and a sub-
sidiary of PDVSA, has been granted 
powers by several US courts to cred-
itors to negotiate the sale of Venezue-
lan assets abroad in order to recover 
debts. However the U.S. Treasury De-
partment does preserve some assets. 
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Taming inflation is the 
top priority for South Asian countries 
as risks to growth and investment 
outlook could rise if price pressures 
persist at high levels, Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) governor Shaktikanta 
Das said on Friday. Speaking at an 
event organised by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), Das said pol-
icy challenges for the region have 
accentuated due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the war in Ukraine. Ear-
lier, IMF Deputy Managing Director 
Antoinette Sayeh said India is in a 
relative “bright spot” in the world 
economy, but needed to leverage its 
existing strength in services exports 
and extend it to job-rich manufac-

turing exports. Intra-regional trade 
in South Asia is only at one-fifth of 
its potential, Das said, adding that 
boosting it can enhance growth and 
employment opportunities for the 
nations in the aftermath of the pan-
demic.India has also been trying to 
promote rupee-based settlement of 
trade and Das said RBI has been in 
talks with some countries in the re-
gion to facilitate it.(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: It may feel as if you have a 
mountain to climb this weekend but 
once you get into the groove of push-
ing yourself harder you may find you 
quite enjoy the effort and the chal-
lenge. You are at your best when you 
have a summit to aim for.
– TAURUS: Everything has been go-
ing so well for you of late but now you 
seem to be doubting yourself. Could 
your success be a cosmic mistake? Are 
you being set up for a fall? No and no 
again are the answers to those ques-
tions, so believe in yourself.
– GEMINI: Some things look a lot 
worse than they actually are, espe-
cially where your money situation is 
concerned, but what occurs this week-
end will remind you that, compared 
to most people, you’ve actually got it 
quite easy. Stop worrying and enjoy 
life again.
– CANCER: You will have to put up 
with a number of petty criticisms this 
weekend. Even people who usually 
support you will voice concerns that 
you are on the wrong track. But you’re 
not, and you know it, so don’t let their 
negativity get to you.
– LEO: You know what needs to be 
done, so get on and do it to the best 
of your ability and ignore everything 
else. This will be one of those week-
ends when, if you push yourself a bit 

harder, you will move much closer to 
your long-term goal.
– VIRGO: Certain people have been 
behaving suspiciously of late. Have 
they got something to hide? Maybe, 
but don’t waste time trying to find out 
what it is because your efforts would 
be better spent getting your own house 
in order. Ignore all distractions.
– LIBRA: Not everyone can be as 
go-getting as you are, so make allow-
ances for those who seem reluctant 
to follow your lead over the next 48 
hours. The more you try to convince 
or coerce them the more they will 
hesitate, so let them make their own 
choices.
– SCORPIO: With the Sun moving 
through the most outgoing area of 
your chart you must put yourself about 
more this weekend. You may not care 
in the slightest what the world thinks 
of you but it won’t hurt to be sociable, 
or at least to pretend.
– SAGITTARIUS: Money worries may 
be causing some concern but the plan-
ets indicate that a week or so from 
now your problems will be a thing of 
the past. Even so, it will pay you to give 
some thought to how you can improve 
your cashflow situation this weekend.
– CAPRICORN: Make the most of the 
Sun in your sign to push your way to 
the front of the crowd and get yourself 
noticed. The planets indicate you have 
what it takes to impress people in posi-
tions of power, though your ambitious 
nature may scare them a bit too.
– ACQUARIUS: The more those 
around you preach doom and gloom 
the more of an effort you must make to 
identify what is still good in the world. 
What happens this weekend must not 
be seen as “good” or “bad” but as an op-
portunity to make a lasting difference.
– PISCES: Your hopes and dreams 
may be quite personal in nature but 
you must not keep them all to your-
self. Let loved ones and trusted friends 
know what you are trying to do this 
weekend and don’t be surprised if they 
go out of their way to help you.
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Swiatek pulls out of Adelaide tournament due to shoulder injury

US wipe out Poland to reach United Cup final

Saudi Arabia’s first female international referee was appointed by FIFA

Andretti Autosport partners with Cadillac in attempt to join Formula 1

Afridi plans for future but says naming squad for NZ ODIs his last assignment 

Sania Mirza to retire after WTA 1000 event in Dubai in February

Hamza Khan advances to British Jr Open quarters

ADELAIDE: World No 1 Iga Swiatek 
has withdrawn from the Adelaide In-
ternational 2 WTA 500 tournament 
starting next week due to a right 
shoulder issue, casting doubts on her 
fitness before the Australian Open lat-
er this month. The three-times Grand 
Slam champion crashed to a 6-2, 6-2 
defeat against American Jessica Pe-
gula in the United Cup mixed teams 
tournament in Sydney on Friday and 

was in tears in Poland’s dugout after 
the contest. “Iga Swiatek has with-

drawn from Adelaide 2 due to right 
shoulder injury,” the WTA Insider 
said in a tweet. “No 4 seed Caroline 
Garcia takes Swiatek’s top line in the 
draw and the next player to be seeded, 
Danielle Collins, moves into Garcia’s 
vacated spot.” The Adelaide tourna-
ment will begin on Monday. Swiatek 
will hope to shake off the issue in time 
for the season’s first major which runs 
from Jan 16-29. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Taylor Fritz propelled the 
US into the final of the United Cup 
with a tenacious 7-6(5), 7-6(5) vic-
tory over Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz 
before they completed a 5-0 sweep in 
the US$15 million mixed tournament 
today. The red-hot Americans made 
a strong start to the semifinal having 
gone ahead 2-0 on Friday after Jessi-
ca Pegula and Frances Tiafoe scored 
convincing victories and world No 9 
Fritz held his nerve to finish the job 
against Hurkacz. The Indian Wells 
champion Fritz saved two set points 

while down 5-4 in the opening set as 
Hurkacz faltered and the American 
took the lead in the match when his 
opponent made another error at the 
end of a tight tiebreak. Fritz, who 
won 88% of his first-serve points, 
needed a big serve to hold for 6-5 in 
the second set before claiming the 
win in another tense tiebreak to send 
his side through to a title clash with 
either Italy or Greece. “It was great to 
get the win today to get us through. I 
had no doubt that if I were to lose that 
the rest of the team would have come 

through,” Fritz said. “But I’ve played 
with Team US a lot. I think it’s a huge 
advantage this time having the girls 
on our team because it just makes 
the whole team so much stronger. 
“I’m super excited going into the final 
and I think we’ve been the favourites 
all week.” Madison Keys then beat 
Magda Linette 6-4, 6-2 to make it 4-0 
before Fritz and Pegula rallied from 
a set down to win the mixed doubles 
rubber against Lukasz Kubot and 
Alicja Rosolska 6-7(5), 6-4, 10-6 for a 
clean sweep. (Agencies)

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia’s first female in-
ternational referee was appointed by 
FIFA on Thursday, less than a year after 
the kingdom’s national women’s team 
made their debut. Anoud Al-Asmari’s 
international badge is the latest in a se-
ries of steps in football by the Saudis, 
who have lured 37-year-old great Cris-
tiano Ronaldo to the Saudi Pro League 
and are mulling a World Cup co-hosting 
bid. “I am happy to be the first Saudi fe-
male referee to receive the internation-
al badge in the history of Saudi sports,” 
Asmari, one of eight Saudis on the 

international panel announced by the 
world body. Asked how she would feel 
about officiating a men’s game, Asmari, 
34, said she wouldn’t give it any thought 
until it was approved by the Saudi FA. 
In Saudi more opportunities have start-
ed to open up in women’s sport in the 

recent years, including a women’s foot-
ball league that started in November 
2021. The first Saudi women’s nation-
al team, coached by German veteran 
Monica Stapp, beat the Seychelles 2-0 
in their maiden official match last Feb-
ruary. Saudi Arabia, whose neighbor 
Qatar hosted the World Cup in Novem-
ber and December, has applied to hold 
the Women’s Asian Cup in 2026 and is 
the sole bidder for the men’s version 
in 2027. It is also considering a joint 
bid for the 2030 World Cup alongside 
Egypt and Greece. (Agencies)

NEWYORK: Andretti Autosport’s at-
tempt to join Formula 1 is gaining 
steam. The team announced Thursday 
that it had partnered with Cadillac for its 
F1 bid. Cadillac would provide the en-
gines for Andretti’s potential team. F1’s 
current engine manufacturers are Fer-
rari, Mercedes and Red Bull’s rebadged 
Honda engines. “We are continuing to 
grow Andretti Global and its family of 
racing teams and always have our eyes 

on what’s next,” Michael Andretti said 
in a statement. “I feel that we are well 
suited to be a new team for Formula 1 
and can bring value to the series and 
our partners, and excitement for the 
fans. I’m proud to have GM and Cadil-
lac alongside us as we pursue this goal. 
GM and Andretti share a legacy born 
out of the love of racing. We now have 
the opportunity to combine our motor-
sport passions and dedication to inno-

vation to build a true American F1 bid.” 
The move to partner with Cadillac for 
its F1 bid comes after Andretti recently 
announced a partnership with Wayne 
Taylor Racing in IMSA. WTR had previ-
ously fielded Cadillacs in IMSA but now 
fields Acuras. If the bid is successful, 
Formula 1 could have three new man-
ufacturers in the series in the next few 
seasons. Audi and Porsche are entering 
F1 in 2026. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Ideas for the future are be-
ing thrown around by Shahid Afridi, 
who reiterated that naming the squad 
for the three-match One-day Interna-
tional series against New Zealand is 
his last assignment in the role as Pa-
kistan’s interim chief selector. In re-
cent television comments, Afridi had 
stated that players with strike rate of 
135 or above would be considered 
for selection; an eventuality of such 
a move would’ve ruled Pakistan’s top 

batters Babar Azam and Mohammad 
Rizwan out of the side. Afridi, suave 
as usual, was here at the National Sta-
dium on Thursday as he announced 

Pakistan’s squad for New Zealand 
ODIs — which saw returns for Haris 
Sohail and Shan Masood and also 
saw call-ups for uncapped Tayyab Ta-
hir, Usama Mir and Kamran Ghulam 
— clarifying that his comments on the 
strike-rate were to pose a challenge 
for players. Asked whether it was 
wise to throw such notions when he’d 
already stated that he won’t be in the 
role any longer, he said it was “an idea 
for the future”. (Agencies)

DUBAI: Sania Mirza, India’s former 
doubles world number one, said she 
would call time on her career aged 
36 after next month’s Dubai Tennis 
Championships — after her 2022 re-
tirement plans were delayed due to 
injury. Mirza, regarded as her coun-
try’s greatest women’s tennis player, 
has won six Grand Slam doubles ti-
tles and would compete in her final 
major this month at the Australian 
Open, where she bagged the women’s 
doubles crown in 2016. “I was going 
to stop right after the WTA Finals 
because we were going to make the 
WTA Finals, but I tore my tendon in 
my elbow right before US Open, so I 

had to pull out of everything,” Mirza 
told the WTA Tour’s website in an in-
terview published on Friday. Mirza, 
who has been dealing with a lingering 
calf injury, had planned to retire at the 
end of the 2022 season but an elbow 
injury in August ruled her out of the 
US Open. “Honestly, the person that 
I am, I like to do things on my own 

terms. So I don’t want to be forced 
out by injury. So I’ve been training,” 
she added. The tennis star said in the 
interview, “I’m 36, and honestly my 
body is beat, that is the main reason 
for it. “I really don’t have the capac-
ity in my mind to emotionally push 
that much anymore.” She opined, “I 
turned pro in 2003. Priorities change, 
and now my priority is not to push my 
body to the limit every single day.” 
Mirza became the first Indian to win 
a WTA singles title when she won her 
hometown Hyderabad event in 2005. 
She broke into the top 30 by 2007 and 
reached her career-high ranking of 
world number 27. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Hamza 
Khan won two back-to-back matches 
to reach the boys U-19 quarter-final of 
the British Junior Open Squash Cham-
pionship in Birmingham on Friday. 
According to the information made 
available here by the Pakistan Squash 
Federation, Hamza in his first match 
downed France’s Laszlo Godde 11-4, 
11-9, 11-5. Then in the third round, 
Hamza edged past Joachim Chuah of 
Malaysia 12-10, 11-7, 10-12, 11-6. In 
the quarter-final, Hamza faces Omar 
Azzam of Egypt. Meanwhile, Hamza’s 
compatriots Noor Zaman and Ashab 
Irfan failed to reach the quarter-finals. 
Noor lost to Egypt’s Yassin Shohdy 
8-11, 12-10, 11-9, 11-13, 7-11 in an epic 

battle while Ashab was downed by 
Rowan Damming of the Netherlands 
13-11, 7-11, 10-12, 5-11. In the boys 
U-13 category, Pakistan players Nou-
man Khan and Ahmed Rayyan Khalil 
won to advance to the quarter-finals. 
Nouman overcame Egy pt’s Yassin 
Bayumi 11-9, 9-11, 11-7, 8-11, 11-6. In 

the quarter-final, Nouman me ets Mo-
hammed Ashraf of Egypt. Ahmed saw 
off England’s Ali Khalil 11-9, 11-7, 11-9 
to face Carlton Capella of the US in the 
quarterfinal. Pakistan’s Mubeen Khan 
lost to Jack Elriani of the US 9-11, 
7-11, 5-11 in their boys U-15 match. 
In the boys U-17 section, Abdullah 
Nawaz of Pakistan defeated Malay-
sia’s Harith Danial Jefri 11-7, 11-9, 11-
7. However, Abdullah could not reach 
the quarter-final after losing his next 
match to England’s Alex Broadbridge 
12-10, 6-11, 11-1, 9-11, 7-11. Pakistan’s 
Mahnoor Ali beat Lannon Welch of 
the US 11-8, 11-7, 11-9 and takes on 
Egypt’s Lille Mashaal in the girls U-11 
quarter-final. (Agencies)

Sarfaraz Ahmed calls Karachi ton his best

 Host of Russians selected for NHL All-Star Game 

 Jake Paul announces MMA deal

KARACHI: Comeback hero Sarfaraz 
Ahmed rated his fourth innings hundred 
in Karachi on day five of the second Test 
against New Zealand his “best”. Away 
from Test cricket for three years, 35-year-
old Sarfaraz made a successful come-
back in the Test series against New Zea-
land, smashing four successive fifty-plus 
scores, including his first Test century in 
nine years on the final day of the series.  
Hailing it as his “best” knock, Sarfaraz 
described the ton as a special one. “This 
was a fourth-innings hundred and in the 
fourth innings, it is not easy to bat any-
where in the world,” Sarfaraz said. “So 
I think this is my best hundred.” The for-
mer Pakistan skipper had hit three Test 
centuries in 2014, but hasn’t made anoth-
er since in nine years. He had returned to 
the Test XI after three years earlier in the 
series and walked away with the Player 
of the Series award. His most compelling 
knock came on day five of the second 
Test, where Pakistan had their backs 

against the wall early with New Zealand 
reducing them to 80/5. “My state of mind 
wasn’t very good when I came to bat the 
first time. I was very tense, there was a 
lot of nerves,” he said. “But the captain 
[Babar Azam] gave me a lot of confi-
dence and the boys in the team gave me 
a lot of confidence. “I backed my form 
from domestic cricket and had a good 
performance.” With Mohammad Riz-
wan in good form, Sarfaraz had missed 
out on Test cricket since 2019 before 
making a resounding comeback this se-
ries. While he was mostly with the squad 
as the backup wicketkeeper, a place in 
the starting XI never quite came his way. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian hockey stars in-
cluding Alexander Ovechkin have 
been selected among the 32-man list 
announced by the NHL for its 2023 
All-Star Game, which will take place 
in Florida next month. The league con-
firmed the first names on Thursday 
after they were chosen by the NHL 
Department of Hockey Operations. A 
further 12 players will be added to the 
rosters for the league’s four decisions 
following a fan vote. The six Russians 
already named include Washington 
Capitals star Ovechkin, who has been 
selected for the NHL showpiece for the 
13th time – a franchise record. Ovech-

kin, 37, continues to chase history this 
season after moving into second place 
in the NHL’s all-time scoring charts, 
behind only Wayne Gretzky. Ovechkin 
was on target again on Thursday night 
in the Capitals’ 6-2 rout of the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. The goal was the 809th of 
Ovechkin’s NHL career and his 29th of 
the season. (Agencies)

OHIO: YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake 
Paul will take his first steps in the 
world of MMA after it was announced 
that he has signed a multi-fight deal 
with the Professional Fighters League 
(PFL). Paul holds a professional box-
ing record of 6-0 but has previously 
teased a move into MMA. His deal with 
the PFL was announced on Thursday 
as Paul joins a new ‘Super Fight’ divi-
sion which will see competitors bank 
at least 50% of pay-per-view revenue, 
according to organizers. Paul has con-

sistently taken aim at MMA’s biggest 
promotion, the UFC, accusing it of 
underpaying and mistreating fighters. 
The influencer has assumed the title of 
‘head of fighter advocacy’ at the PFL 
and he and his business partner, Na-
kisa Bidarian, have acquired an equity 
share in the organization, according 
to the New York Times. Paul does not 
have an opponent confirmed for his 
first MMA outing but he intends to 
compete in both the ring and the cage 
this year. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: It may feel as if you have a 
mountain to climb this weekend but 
once you get into the groove of push-
ing yourself harder you may find you 
quite enjoy the effort and the chal-
lenge. You are at your best when you 
have a summit to aim for.
– TAURUS: Everything has been go-
ing so well for you of late but now you 
seem to be doubting yourself. Could 
your success be a cosmic mistake? Are 
you being set up for a fall? No and no 
again are the answers to those ques-
tions, so believe in yourself.
– GEMINI: Some things look a lot 
worse than they actually are, espe-
cially where your money situation is 
concerned, but what occurs this week-
end will remind you that, compared 
to most people, you’ve actually got it 
quite easy. Stop worrying and enjoy 
life again.
– CANCER: You will have to put up 
with a number of petty criticisms this 
weekend. Even people who usually 
support you will voice concerns that 
you are on the wrong track. But you’re 
not, and you know it, so don’t let their 
negativity get to you.
– LEO: You know what needs to be 
done, so get on and do it to the best 
of your ability and ignore everything 
else. This will be one of those week-
ends when, if you push yourself a bit 

harder, you will move much closer to 
your long-term goal.
– VIRGO: Certain people have been 
behaving suspiciously of late. Have 
they got something to hide? Maybe, 
but don’t waste time trying to find out 
what it is because your efforts would 
be better spent getting your own house 
in order. Ignore all distractions.
– LIBRA: Not everyone can be as 
go-getting as you are, so make allow-
ances for those who seem reluctant 
to follow your lead over the next 48 
hours. The more you try to convince 
or coerce them the more they will 
hesitate, so let them make their own 
choices.
– SCORPIO: With the Sun moving 
through the most outgoing area of 
your chart you must put yourself about 
more this weekend. You may not care 
in the slightest what the world thinks 
of you but it won’t hurt to be sociable, 
or at least to pretend.
– SAGITTARIUS: Money worries may 
be causing some concern but the plan-
ets indicate that a week or so from 
now your problems will be a thing of 
the past. Even so, it will pay you to give 
some thought to how you can improve 
your cashflow situation this weekend.
– CAPRICORN: Make the most of the 
Sun in your sign to push your way to 
the front of the crowd and get yourself 
noticed. The planets indicate you have 
what it takes to impress people in posi-
tions of power, though your ambitious 
nature may scare them a bit too.
– ACQUARIUS: The more those 
around you preach doom and gloom 
the more of an effort you must make to 
identify what is still good in the world. 
What happens this weekend must not 
be seen as “good” or “bad” but as an op-
portunity to make a lasting difference.
– PISCES: Your hopes and dreams 
may be quite personal in nature but 
you must not keep them all to your-
self. Let loved ones and trusted friends 
know what you are trying to do this 
weekend and don’t be surprised if they 
go out of their way to help you.
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Swiatek pulls out of Adelaide tournament due to shoulder injury

US wipe out Poland to reach United Cup final

Saudi Arabia’s first female international referee was appointed by FIFA

Andretti Autosport partners with Cadillac in attempt to join Formula 1

Afridi plans for future but says naming squad for NZ ODIs his last assignment 

Sania Mirza to retire after WTA 1000 event in Dubai in February

Hamza Khan advances to British Jr Open quarters

ADELAIDE: World No 1 Iga Swiatek 
has withdrawn from the Adelaide In-
ternational 2 WTA 500 tournament 
starting next week due to a right 
shoulder issue, casting doubts on her 
fitness before the Australian Open lat-
er this month. The three-times Grand 
Slam champion crashed to a 6-2, 6-2 
defeat against American Jessica Pe-
gula in the United Cup mixed teams 
tournament in Sydney on Friday and 

was in tears in Poland’s dugout after 
the contest. “Iga Swiatek has with-

drawn from Adelaide 2 due to right 
shoulder injury,” the WTA Insider 
said in a tweet. “No 4 seed Caroline 
Garcia takes Swiatek’s top line in the 
draw and the next player to be seeded, 
Danielle Collins, moves into Garcia’s 
vacated spot.” The Adelaide tourna-
ment will begin on Monday. Swiatek 
will hope to shake off the issue in time 
for the season’s first major which runs 
from Jan 16-29. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Taylor Fritz propelled the 
US into the final of the United Cup 
with a tenacious 7-6(5), 7-6(5) vic-
tory over Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz 
before they completed a 5-0 sweep in 
the US$15 million mixed tournament 
today. The red-hot Americans made 
a strong start to the semifinal having 
gone ahead 2-0 on Friday after Jessi-
ca Pegula and Frances Tiafoe scored 
convincing victories and world No 9 
Fritz held his nerve to finish the job 
against Hurkacz. The Indian Wells 
champion Fritz saved two set points 

while down 5-4 in the opening set as 
Hurkacz faltered and the American 
took the lead in the match when his 
opponent made another error at the 
end of a tight tiebreak. Fritz, who 
won 88% of his first-serve points, 
needed a big serve to hold for 6-5 in 
the second set before claiming the 
win in another tense tiebreak to send 
his side through to a title clash with 
either Italy or Greece. “It was great to 
get the win today to get us through. I 
had no doubt that if I were to lose that 
the rest of the team would have come 

through,” Fritz said. “But I’ve played 
with Team US a lot. I think it’s a huge 
advantage this time having the girls 
on our team because it just makes 
the whole team so much stronger. 
“I’m super excited going into the final 
and I think we’ve been the favourites 
all week.” Madison Keys then beat 
Magda Linette 6-4, 6-2 to make it 4-0 
before Fritz and Pegula rallied from 
a set down to win the mixed doubles 
rubber against Lukasz Kubot and 
Alicja Rosolska 6-7(5), 6-4, 10-6 for a 
clean sweep. (Agencies)

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia’s first female in-
ternational referee was appointed by 
FIFA on Thursday, less than a year after 
the kingdom’s national women’s team 
made their debut. Anoud Al-Asmari’s 
international badge is the latest in a se-
ries of steps in football by the Saudis, 
who have lured 37-year-old great Cris-
tiano Ronaldo to the Saudi Pro League 
and are mulling a World Cup co-hosting 
bid. “I am happy to be the first Saudi fe-
male referee to receive the internation-
al badge in the history of Saudi sports,” 
Asmari, one of eight Saudis on the 

international panel announced by the 
world body. Asked how she would feel 
about officiating a men’s game, Asmari, 
34, said she wouldn’t give it any thought 
until it was approved by the Saudi FA. 
In Saudi more opportunities have start-
ed to open up in women’s sport in the 

recent years, including a women’s foot-
ball league that started in November 
2021. The first Saudi women’s nation-
al team, coached by German veteran 
Monica Stapp, beat the Seychelles 2-0 
in their maiden official match last Feb-
ruary. Saudi Arabia, whose neighbor 
Qatar hosted the World Cup in Novem-
ber and December, has applied to hold 
the Women’s Asian Cup in 2026 and is 
the sole bidder for the men’s version 
in 2027. It is also considering a joint 
bid for the 2030 World Cup alongside 
Egypt and Greece. (Agencies)

NEWYORK: Andretti Autosport’s at-
tempt to join Formula 1 is gaining 
steam. The team announced Thursday 
that it had partnered with Cadillac for its 
F1 bid. Cadillac would provide the en-
gines for Andretti’s potential team. F1’s 
current engine manufacturers are Fer-
rari, Mercedes and Red Bull’s rebadged 
Honda engines. “We are continuing to 
grow Andretti Global and its family of 
racing teams and always have our eyes 

on what’s next,” Michael Andretti said 
in a statement. “I feel that we are well 
suited to be a new team for Formula 1 
and can bring value to the series and 
our partners, and excitement for the 
fans. I’m proud to have GM and Cadil-
lac alongside us as we pursue this goal. 
GM and Andretti share a legacy born 
out of the love of racing. We now have 
the opportunity to combine our motor-
sport passions and dedication to inno-

vation to build a true American F1 bid.” 
The move to partner with Cadillac for 
its F1 bid comes after Andretti recently 
announced a partnership with Wayne 
Taylor Racing in IMSA. WTR had previ-
ously fielded Cadillacs in IMSA but now 
fields Acuras. If the bid is successful, 
Formula 1 could have three new man-
ufacturers in the series in the next few 
seasons. Audi and Porsche are entering 
F1 in 2026. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Ideas for the future are be-
ing thrown around by Shahid Afridi, 
who reiterated that naming the squad 
for the three-match One-day Interna-
tional series against New Zealand is 
his last assignment in the role as Pa-
kistan’s interim chief selector. In re-
cent television comments, Afridi had 
stated that players with strike rate of 
135 or above would be considered 
for selection; an eventuality of such 
a move would’ve ruled Pakistan’s top 

batters Babar Azam and Mohammad 
Rizwan out of the side. Afridi, suave 
as usual, was here at the National Sta-
dium on Thursday as he announced 

Pakistan’s squad for New Zealand 
ODIs — which saw returns for Haris 
Sohail and Shan Masood and also 
saw call-ups for uncapped Tayyab Ta-
hir, Usama Mir and Kamran Ghulam 
— clarifying that his comments on the 
strike-rate were to pose a challenge 
for players. Asked whether it was 
wise to throw such notions when he’d 
already stated that he won’t be in the 
role any longer, he said it was “an idea 
for the future”. (Agencies)

DUBAI: Sania Mirza, India’s former 
doubles world number one, said she 
would call time on her career aged 
36 after next month’s Dubai Tennis 
Championships — after her 2022 re-
tirement plans were delayed due to 
injury. Mirza, regarded as her coun-
try’s greatest women’s tennis player, 
has won six Grand Slam doubles ti-
tles and would compete in her final 
major this month at the Australian 
Open, where she bagged the women’s 
doubles crown in 2016. “I was going 
to stop right after the WTA Finals 
because we were going to make the 
WTA Finals, but I tore my tendon in 
my elbow right before US Open, so I 

had to pull out of everything,” Mirza 
told the WTA Tour’s website in an in-
terview published on Friday. Mirza, 
who has been dealing with a lingering 
calf injury, had planned to retire at the 
end of the 2022 season but an elbow 
injury in August ruled her out of the 
US Open. “Honestly, the person that 
I am, I like to do things on my own 

terms. So I don’t want to be forced 
out by injury. So I’ve been training,” 
she added. The tennis star said in the 
interview, “I’m 36, and honestly my 
body is beat, that is the main reason 
for it. “I really don’t have the capac-
ity in my mind to emotionally push 
that much anymore.” She opined, “I 
turned pro in 2003. Priorities change, 
and now my priority is not to push my 
body to the limit every single day.” 
Mirza became the first Indian to win 
a WTA singles title when she won her 
hometown Hyderabad event in 2005. 
She broke into the top 30 by 2007 and 
reached her career-high ranking of 
world number 27. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Hamza 
Khan won two back-to-back matches 
to reach the boys U-19 quarter-final of 
the British Junior Open Squash Cham-
pionship in Birmingham on Friday. 
According to the information made 
available here by the Pakistan Squash 
Federation, Hamza in his first match 
downed France’s Laszlo Godde 11-4, 
11-9, 11-5. Then in the third round, 
Hamza edged past Joachim Chuah of 
Malaysia 12-10, 11-7, 10-12, 11-6. In 
the quarter-final, Hamza faces Omar 
Azzam of Egypt. Meanwhile, Hamza’s 
compatriots Noor Zaman and Ashab 
Irfan failed to reach the quarter-finals. 
Noor lost to Egypt’s Yassin Shohdy 
8-11, 12-10, 11-9, 11-13, 7-11 in an epic 

battle while Ashab was downed by 
Rowan Damming of the Netherlands 
13-11, 7-11, 10-12, 5-11. In the boys 
U-13 category, Pakistan players Nou-
man Khan and Ahmed Rayyan Khalil 
won to advance to the quarter-finals. 
Nouman overcame Egy pt’s Yassin 
Bayumi 11-9, 9-11, 11-7, 8-11, 11-6. In 

the quarter-final, Nouman me ets Mo-
hammed Ashraf of Egypt. Ahmed saw 
off England’s Ali Khalil 11-9, 11-7, 11-9 
to face Carlton Capella of the US in the 
quarterfinal. Pakistan’s Mubeen Khan 
lost to Jack Elriani of the US 9-11, 
7-11, 5-11 in their boys U-15 match. 
In the boys U-17 section, Abdullah 
Nawaz of Pakistan defeated Malay-
sia’s Harith Danial Jefri 11-7, 11-9, 11-
7. However, Abdullah could not reach 
the quarter-final after losing his next 
match to England’s Alex Broadbridge 
12-10, 6-11, 11-1, 9-11, 7-11. Pakistan’s 
Mahnoor Ali beat Lannon Welch of 
the US 11-8, 11-7, 11-9 and takes on 
Egypt’s Lille Mashaal in the girls U-11 
quarter-final. (Agencies)

Sarfaraz Ahmed calls Karachi ton his best

 Host of Russians selected for NHL All-Star Game 

 Jake Paul announces MMA deal

KARACHI: Comeback hero Sarfaraz 
Ahmed rated his fourth innings hundred 
in Karachi on day five of the second Test 
against New Zealand his “best”. Away 
from Test cricket for three years, 35-year-
old Sarfaraz made a successful come-
back in the Test series against New Zea-
land, smashing four successive fifty-plus 
scores, including his first Test century in 
nine years on the final day of the series.  
Hailing it as his “best” knock, Sarfaraz 
described the ton as a special one. “This 
was a fourth-innings hundred and in the 
fourth innings, it is not easy to bat any-
where in the world,” Sarfaraz said. “So 
I think this is my best hundred.” The for-
mer Pakistan skipper had hit three Test 
centuries in 2014, but hasn’t made anoth-
er since in nine years. He had returned to 
the Test XI after three years earlier in the 
series and walked away with the Player 
of the Series award. His most compelling 
knock came on day five of the second 
Test, where Pakistan had their backs 

against the wall early with New Zealand 
reducing them to 80/5. “My state of mind 
wasn’t very good when I came to bat the 
first time. I was very tense, there was a 
lot of nerves,” he said. “But the captain 
[Babar Azam] gave me a lot of confi-
dence and the boys in the team gave me 
a lot of confidence. “I backed my form 
from domestic cricket and had a good 
performance.” With Mohammad Riz-
wan in good form, Sarfaraz had missed 
out on Test cricket since 2019 before 
making a resounding comeback this se-
ries. While he was mostly with the squad 
as the backup wicketkeeper, a place in 
the starting XI never quite came his way. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian hockey stars in-
cluding Alexander Ovechkin have 
been selected among the 32-man list 
announced by the NHL for its 2023 
All-Star Game, which will take place 
in Florida next month. The league con-
firmed the first names on Thursday 
after they were chosen by the NHL 
Department of Hockey Operations. A 
further 12 players will be added to the 
rosters for the league’s four decisions 
following a fan vote. The six Russians 
already named include Washington 
Capitals star Ovechkin, who has been 
selected for the NHL showpiece for the 
13th time – a franchise record. Ovech-

kin, 37, continues to chase history this 
season after moving into second place 
in the NHL’s all-time scoring charts, 
behind only Wayne Gretzky. Ovechkin 
was on target again on Thursday night 
in the Capitals’ 6-2 rout of the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. The goal was the 809th of 
Ovechkin’s NHL career and his 29th of 
the season. (Agencies)

OHIO: YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake 
Paul will take his first steps in the 
world of MMA after it was announced 
that he has signed a multi-fight deal 
with the Professional Fighters League 
(PFL). Paul holds a professional box-
ing record of 6-0 but has previously 
teased a move into MMA. His deal with 
the PFL was announced on Thursday 
as Paul joins a new ‘Super Fight’ divi-
sion which will see competitors bank 
at least 50% of pay-per-view revenue, 
according to organizers. Paul has con-

sistently taken aim at MMA’s biggest 
promotion, the UFC, accusing it of 
underpaying and mistreating fighters. 
The influencer has assumed the title of 
‘head of fighter advocacy’ at the PFL 
and he and his business partner, Na-
kisa Bidarian, have acquired an equity 
share in the organization, according 
to the New York Times. Paul does not 
have an opponent confirmed for his 
first MMA outing but he intends to 
compete in both the ring and the cage 
this year. (Agencies)
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NEW YORK: Filippo Bernardini, 30, 
pleaded guilty to one count of wire 
fraud, federal prosecutors in New 
York announced in a statement. 
Bernardini, who worked in London 
for publisher Simon & Schuster, 
impersonated agents and publish-
ers over email to obtain novels and 
other works from writers and their 
representatives. The scam had been 
known in literary circles for sever-
al years with Margaret Atwood, Ian 
McEwan and Sally Rooney among 
the novelists reportedly targeted. It 
became public knowledge in Janu-
ary last year when Bernardini was 
arrested by FBI agents at New York’s 
JFK Airport. Beginning in August 
2016, and continuing up to his ar-
rest, the Italian impersonated hun-
dreds of real people in the world of 
publishing by sending emails from 
fake accounts. The addresses resem-
bled the domain names of legitimate 
publishers but with a letter changed 
here and there. Prosecutors say he 
registered more than 160 fraudulent 
domains. “Filippo Bernardini used 
his insider knowledge of the publish-
ing industry to create a scheme that 
stole precious works from authors 

and menaced the publishing indus-
try,” said Damian Williams, the US 
Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York (SDNY). In 2019, Atwood’s 
agent revealed that the manuscript 
for “The Testaments” had been tar-
geted. In 2021, New York Magazine 
reported that the Swedish editors of 
Stieg Larsson’s “Millennium” series 
had been approached by a purport-
ed colleague in Italy who request-
ed an advance copy so that it could 
be translated before release. A New 
York Times investigation at the end 
of 2020 found that “Normal People” 
author Rooney, “Atonement” author 
McEwan, and actor Ethan Hawke 
had also been targeted. Bernardini’s 
motive has never been clear. Alleged 
victims were baffled by the fact the 
thefts were never followed by de-
mands for money, nor did the works 
ever seem to appear online or on the 
dark web. Screenshots from Bernar-
dini’s LinkedIn profile shortly after 
his arrest described him as a “rights 
coordinator” at Simon & Schuster. 
The publisher, which was not ac-
cused of wrongdoing, said at the time 
it had been “shocked and horrified to 
learn of the allegations.” (Agencies)LAHORE: A special court on Satur-

day extended  pre-arrest interim bail 
of  Suleman Shehbaz,  in a case reg-
istered by the Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA), till January 21. Special 
Court ( Central) Judge Fakhar Bakht 
Bahzad conducted the proceedings,  
wherein  Suleman Shehbaz appeared 
and got his attendance marked. The 
court addressed FIA’s prosecutor and 
questioned how much time would be 
required to complete the investiga-
tions. The prosecutor replied that the 
court orders would be implemented 
in this regard. At this, the court gave 
two weeks time to complete the inves-
tigations and ordered to submit a re-
port after completing investigations. 
The court adjourned further hearing 
till January 21 and extended interim 
bail of Suleman Shehbaz. Meanwhile, 
an accountability court also extended 
interim bail of Suleman Shehbaz, in 

a reference filed by the National Ac-
countability Bureau, till January 23. 
Accountability Court Judge Qamaruz 
Zaman conducted the proceedings 
wherein Sulman Shehbaz appeared 
and got his attendance marked. 
During the proceedings, in response 
to a court query, the NAB investiga-
tion officer submitted that question-
naire had been given to Suleman 
Shehbaz but he had not filed the re-
ply yet. Suleman Shehbaz’s counsel 
assured the court that the reply would 
be submitted soon. The investigat-
ing officer submitted that the inves-
tigations would be completed within 
two weeks after filing of the reply, 
in response to another court query. 
The court ordered investigation of-
ficer to complete investigations and 
adjourned further hearing till Jan 23 
, besides extending interim bail of 
Suleman Shehbaz. (APP)
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Mali junta leader pardons all 49 Ivorian soldiers: minister

Green tech fights for limelight at CES gadget fest

BAMAKO: Mali’s junta leader Fri-
day pardoned all 49 Ivorian soldiers 
whose arrest in July triggered a bit-
ter diplomatic row, a government 
spokesperson said, just a week 
after the courts sentenced them. 
“Colonel Assimi Goita... granted a 
pardon with full remission of sen-
tences to the 49 Ivorians convicted 
by the Malian justice system,” said a 
statement from government spokes-
person Colonel Abdoulaye Maiga, 

the minister for territorial admin-
istration and decentralization. On 
Dec. 30, 46 soldiers were sentenced 
to 20 years in prison, while three 
women among the original 49, who 
had already been freed in early Sep-
tember, received death sentences in 
absentia. They were convicted of an 
“attack and conspiracy against the 
government” and of seeking to un-
dermine state security, public prose-
cutor Ladji Sara said in a statement 

at the time. The trial opened in the 
capital Bamako on Dec. 29 and con-
cluded the following day. The court 
proceedings came in the run-up to a 
Sunday deadline set by leaders from 
the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) for Mali 
to release the soldiers or face sanc-
tions. Mali’s junta had branded the 
troops — who were detained after 
arriving at Bamako airport July 10 
— as mercenaries. (Agencies)

LAS VEGAS: At the CES tech mega-
show in Las Vegas, it is unusual to 
see an entrepreneur hold up a plant 
and present it as the latest break-
through in consumer technology. 
But for NeoPlants co-founder Pat-
rick Torbey, the gathering held an-
nually just after the new year should 
not be thought of as “only about ma-
chine technology and electronics.” 
“It’s also about natural technology 
that we can leverage using these 

really cool engineering techniques,” 
Torbey told AFP. NeoPlants, a Par-
is-based startup, was showing off a 
bioengineered plant capable of pu-
rifying indoor air of toxic pollutants 
“by doing the work of 30 regular 
houseplants,” according to its web-
site. Technology geared towards 
helping the environment has steadi-
ly increased in number at CES since 
the Sin City expo began fifty years 
ago. But observers often doubt the 

seriousness of the consumer tech in-
dustry’s commitment to protect the 
environment, with all the real ex-
citement focused on smart TVs and 
robots instead of the more compli-
cated and less profitable project of 
saving the planet. “Until it really, re-
ally matters for consumers, it’s just 
going to kind of be this trend that’s 
over here on the side,” said Ben Ar-
nold, research firm NPD’s consum-
er electronics analyst. (Agencies)

Zardari takes notice of 
accusation of blasphemy

Simple action taken 
against HDT leaders to 
brig situation normal in 
Gwadar: Commissioner

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan 
Peoples Party Parliamentarians, Asif 
Ali Zardari has taken strict notice of 
the incident that took place at Kara-
chi Airport involving a female security 
in-charge. Asif Zardari said that it is 
shameful to accuse the female securi-
ty personnel of blasphemy to prevent 
her from performing her duties, said a 
press release issued by the Party Sec-
retariat. He said that the accusation of 
blasphemy against the female security 
in-charge should be investigated. Ac-
cusing someone of blasphemy is a very 
serious matter. Asif Zardari directed 
the federal and provincial governments 
to protect the female security officer 
and measures should be taken in this 
regard. He said some elements want 
to defame Pakistan under the guise of 
religion, President Zardari said. The 
government and the people should dis-
courage such behaviour of accusing in-
nocent people. If the accusation against 
the female security officer is proved 
false, the accuser should be severely 
punished, he said. (APP)

QUETTA: Commissioner Makran Di-
vision Syed Faisal Ahmed Agha said 
that simple action was taken against 
the leaders of Haq Do Tehreek (HDT) 
with the aim to bring routine life nor-
mal, no operation and no revenge had 
been taken from anyone. In a press 
conference at Deputy Commissioner 
Officer Gwadar on Saturday, he said 
that Gwadar port was closed due to 
Haq Do Tehreek’s sit-in in the express-
way, including the foreign residents 
inside the port, various departments 
of customs. Gwadar Port. Navy and 
others were trapped due to which the 
administration took this action, he told. 
He said that there was no other option 
left but to take action. There, some top 
leadership of Haq Do Movement gave 
voluntary arrest and some leaders went 
into hiding, he said adding that all the 
proceedings were carried out in a legal 
manner and no action was taken. The 
Commissioner said that a high-level 
delegation from Quetta had also come 
to Gwadar for talks with HDT leaders, 
but it was not succeeded.He said that 
it was not Islamic tradition and it was 
also against the culture for women to 
utilize as shield riot and men to hide be-
hind them, if someone wanted to bring 
women front and pelt stones on police 
personnel and make them martyrs, 
then I told women to be avoided them 
by such miscreants. He said that the ad-
ministration was making hectic efforts 
to protect the coast of Makran and in 
this regard, public cooperation was of 
outmost important. On this occasion 
Director General Fisheries Balochistan 
Saifullah Khetran. Director General 
Gwadar Development Authority (GD, 
GDA)  Mujeebur Rahman Qambrani. 
Deputy Commissioner Gwadar Izzat 
Nazir. SSP Najeebullah Pandrani and 
other officers were also present. (APP)

Italian pleads guilty to manuscript scam 
that shook literary world

Court extends interim bail 
of Suleman Shehbaz
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SCA request Sindh Govt to 
notify wheat support price 

at Rs 4000 per maund
HYDERABAD: The Sindh Chamber 
of Agriculture, a farmers’ lobbying 
group, has requested the provincial 
government to notify Rs 4,000 per 
maund wheat support price as de-
lay on its part was causing uncer-
tainty among the wheat growers. 
Speaking to a press conference at 
the office of SCA here on Satur-
day, the SCA’s President Syed Mi-
ran Muhammad Shah recalled that 
more than 2 months ago the Sindh 
Chief Minister had announced that 
the support price would be doubled 
from Rs 2,000 in 2022 to Rs 4,000 
in 2023.He pointed out the govern-
ment had set the target of cultivating 
wheat crop on 3 million acres but it 
could not drain rain and flood water 
from many parts of the wheat grow-
ing belt because of which the crop 
had been grown only on around 
2.1 million acres. He said last year 
the country produced 26.2 million 
tons of wheat against the national 
demand of 28 million tons which 
resulted in a shortfall of 1.8 million 
tons. The chamber’s president said 
many rural areas in Mirpurkhas, 
Tando Allahyar, Noshehro Feroze 
and Dadu districts were still under 
water. He also warned that in the 
event of a serious shortage of wheat 
the flour price was likely to go past 
Rs 200 per kilogram. He drew the 
government’s attention towards cot-
ton and dates crops, saying both the 
exportable crops needed the gov-
ernment help to enable the farm-
ers to stand on their feet again. He 
complained the black marketeers 
were charging excessive prices for 
the fertilizer and urea and that the 
government departments which 
were supposed to regulate the deal-
ers were not performing their duties 
properly. The office bearers of the 
chamber including Zahid Bhurgari 
and Nabi Bux Sathio, among others, 
were present on the occasion. (APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Health Minister 
Dr. Yasmin Rashid has said that the 
Department of Specialized Health-
care and Medical Education Punjab 
has introduced a new policy on local 
purchase of medicines. In a statement 
issued here on Saturday, she said the 
new policy would set a new standard 
of transparency in the health depart-
ment. She said that Secretary Health 
Punjab Dr. Ahmed Javed Qazi and his 

team deserved congratulations. She 
said the new policy of local purchase 
would increase the trend of compe-
tition. She said that the provision of 
free medicines to patients would be 
improved. She said the entire system 
had been computerized under the 
new policy. She said that providing 
free and quality medicines to patients 
in hospitals was the top priority of the 
government. (APP)

New policy on local purchase of medicines 
introduced in health dept: Yasmin

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Rail-
ways and Aviation Khawaja Saad 
Rafique has said the government is 
striving hard to revive the Pakistan 
Railways, Civil Aviation and Paki-
stan International Airlines despite 
the short period of the government. 
Addressing a press conference held 
at the PR headquarters here on Sat-
urday, he strongly condemned the 
negative propaganda against the 
PR and other departments. He said 
that recently a propaganda news 
was published by a local newspa-
per without facts and added that the 
coaches were imported after observ-
ing strict standards. He said that 46 
coaches had been imported from 
China on transfer of technology 
basis while the rest of the coaches 
would be made in the railways car-
riage factory. He said that it was a 
routine job that the PR reviewed and 
test every imported product so did 
the PR did in this case and found a 
minor issue which would be correct-
ed by the Chinese engineers at their 
own cost. The minister said that the 
Railways had earned Rs 28.23 bil-
lion between July and December 
and the department had to bear a 
loss of Rs 7 billion due to the unex-
pected flood in the country while in-
frastructure of about Rs 500 billion 
was damaged.
The federal government had given 
Rs 21 billion subsidy to the railways, 
even though the railways had to pay 
pension to its pensioners from its 
own earning which was actually a 
difficult business, he added. He said 
that the earning of the railways was 

Rs 155 million while expenditures 
were Rs 190 million per day. The 
minister said that the PR had moved 
to the Supreme Court against the 
ban on land utilization, adding if the 
ban was lifted then fine otherwise 
land grabbers could grab the rail-
ways land. Talking about the Civil 
Aviation, the minister said that the 
government was out-sourcing oper-
ations of three airports according to 
the international model like United 
Kingdom, Germany, Europe, Delhi 
and Mombay. He clarified that no 
airport was being privatised and 
propaganda on the issue was actual 
enmity with the country and damag-
ing for the state. The minister said 
that operators from Qatar, UAE and 
other countries would participate 
in the open biding and the airports 
would be out-sourced on the best 
offer. He said that the out-sourcing 
of the airports would bring foreign 
investment in the country. PIA was 
an ill department, however, it was 
correctable and the current govern-
ment would succeeded in reviving 
this department, he hoped. He said 
that food quality in the planes was 
being improved.
He said that seven out of 14 A3T20 
aeroplanes had been made oper-
ational and likewise 10 out of 12 
Boeing 777 would be operational 
soon. He said that work on seats 
and infotainment was also in prog-
ress in the aeroplanes. He hoped 
that routs for 15 airports of Europe 
would soon be opened for the PIA 
and it would bring business for the 
airlines. (APP)

Govt struggling to revive Railways, Civil Aviation, 
PIA: Saad

Train coaches imported 
from China to uplift Paki-

stan railway image:  official
ISLAMABAD: Train coaches im-
ported from China are completely 
compatible with the local track and 
have been approved for a commer-
cial run after the initial trial at one 
of the fastest tracks in Pakistan, an 
official of Pakistan Railways told 
on Saturday. It is a standard proto-
col to test any new induction in the 
railways before putting it into com-
mercial operations, Muhammad 
Hanif Gul, Divisional Superinten-
dent of Lahore division at the Paki-
stan Railways said, adding that the 
same practice had been done to the 
coaches imported from China and 
they had successfully passed the 
trails. “These are very good coach-
es with some enhanced features, the 
ergonomics are very good, technol-
ogy is very good and when we use 
them in train services, people of Pa-
kistan will have a very good experi-
ence,” Gul said in an interview with  
Xinhua news agency. (APP)


