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MOSCOW/KIEV: More than 600 of 
Kiev’s troops have been eliminat-
ed in a Russian missile strike in the 
Ukrainian-held city of Kramatorsk 
in the Donbass, Russia’s Defense 
Ministry has claimed. The bombard-
ment on Sunday was a “retaliation 
operation” carried out in response to 
“a criminal attack” by Ukraine on a 
temporary housing area accommo-
dating Russian servicemen in the 
city of Makeyevka in the Donetsk 
People’s Republic (DPR) on New 
Year’s night, the ministry said in a 
statement. Over the past 24 hours, 
the Russian military has managed 
to uncover and confirm the location 

of Ukrainian troops in Kramatorsk 
in the DPR, the statement read. This 
data revealed that dormitory No.28 
in the city was hosting more than 
700 Kiev soldiers, with 600 more 
staying in dormitory No.47. “As a 
result of a massive missile attack on 
these temporary housing areas of 
the Ukrainian military’s units, more 
than 600 Ukrainian servicemen 
were killed,” the ministry said. The 
Ukrainian military, however, has de-
nied sustaining heavy casualties as a 
result of the strikes. A spokesman for 
the Eastern Grouping of Ukrainian 
Armed Forces, Sergey Cherevaty, 
dismissed Moscow’s statement as a 

“psy-op” intended to distract from 
Russia’s own heavy losses of equip-
ment and personnel. Analysts said 
Moscow’s claim of a retaliatory at-
tack was likely aimed at placating 
anger among some Russians over 
Makiivka. But even some Russian 
pro-war bloggers, who closely fol-
low military moves, expressed skep-
ticism of the Defense Ministry’s 
account. Ukrainian authorities ac-
knowledged that there were strikes 
in Kramatorsk hours before Russia’s 
announcement, saying on Sunday 
morning that some buildings had 
been damaged by missiles, but they 
reported no casualties. (Agencies)

 REVENGE OF THE FALLEN Beijing deploys troops near Taiwan

Ship stuck in Suez Canal refloated

Israel bans Palestinian flags

Lula orders ‘federal intervention’ against rioters

BEIJING: China has announced a 
military exercise near Taiwan on the 
eve of visits by German and Lithua-
nian lawmakers to the self-governed 
island. The drill has been described 
as countering “separatist forces.” 
The training exercise was announced 
on Sunday by Colonel Shi Yi, the 
spokesman for the Eastern Theater 
Command of the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA). He said it would involve 
sea and airspace maneuvers around 
Taiwan, focusing on land strikes and 
amphibious assault action. The ex-
ercise was “designed to test the joint 
combat capabilities of the troops and 
resolutely counteract the provocative 
actions of external forces and ‘Tai-
wan independence’ separatists,” a 
statement said. Taiwan is a Chinese 

island that served as the last bastion 
of nationalist forces during the 1940s 
civil war. It is self-governed, but is rec-
ognized as part of China by most na-
tions. The island’s military reported 
detecting at least four PLA ships on 
Monday, along with scores of military 
aircraft in the Taiwan Strait. It said 
Taiwan’s naval, aerial and ground 
assets were monitoring the situation 
and were ready to respond. The exer-
cise comes amid a visit to Taiwan by 
a delegation of German MPs from the 
Free Democratic Party, which is part 
of the country’s ruling coalition. The 
group is being led by Marie-Agnes 
Strack-Zimmermann, the chair of the 
Bundestag Defense Committee, and 
Johannes Vogel, a deputy chair of the 
party. (Agencies)

CAIRO: A container ship that ran 
aground in the Suez Canal on Monday 
morning has been refloated, the Leth 
shipping agency has reported, adding 
that traffic on the busy sea route was 
not affected. Leth, which provides ser-
vices to ships passing through the vital 
waterway linking Europe and Asia, 
said that tugs managed to get the MV 
Glory, which is sailing under the flag of 
the Marshall Islands, afloat. “GLORY 
has been refloated by the Suez Canal 

Authority tugs,” the operator wrote on 
its Twitter account. “21 vessels going 
southbound will commence/resume 
their transits. Only minor delays ex-
pected.” The accident occurred less 
than two years after the crucial trade 
route was blocked for six days by one 
of the world’s largest container ships, 
the Ever Given. The incident left hun-
dreds of ships stuck and reportedly 
held up $9 billion of global trade for 
each day of stoppage. (Agencies)

TelAviv: Israeli National Security Min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir has reportedly 
banned the flying of Palestinian flags in 
public places, claiming they “encourage 
terrorism.”  “It is inconceivable that law-
breakers will wave terror flags, incite 
and encourage terrorism,” Ben-Gvir 
said on Sunday night in a statement cit-
ed by the Jerusalem Post. “I have issued 
instructions for the removal of the flags, 
which support terrorism, from the pub-
lic space and to stop incitement against 
the state of Israel.” The nationalist of-
ficial, who already stirred controversy 
shortly after taking office by visiting the 

Temple Mount compound last week, 
dismissed concern that his flag order 
would infringe on civil liberties, argu-
ing that freedom of expression “does 
not extend to identifying with a terror-
ist” and those who seek to harm Israeli 
soldiers. Ben-Gvir directed Israel’s po-
lice commissioner, Kobi Shabtai, to or-
der officers to remove Palestinian flags. 
Under Israeli law, the flying of Palestin-
ian flags is not illegal, but military and 
law enforcement authorities have the 
power to remove them in cases where 
they are deemed a threat to public or-
der. (Agencies)

BRASÍLIA: Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva has declared a 
state of emergency in the Federal Dis-
trict of Brasilia after thousands of sup-
porters of his right-wing predecessor, 
Jair Bolsonaro, overran Congress, the 
Supreme Court and the presidential 
Planalto Palace. The leftist leader, in-
augurated just last week, gave the 
order on Sunday, appointing justice 
minister Ricardo Garcia Capelli to lead 
the ‘federal intervention’. Lula’s order 
gives Capelli the power to ask both 
civil and military bodies for “the nec-
essary means to achieve the object of 
the intervention.” After hours of clash-
es, riot police using tear gas and water 

cannons managed to regain control of 
the government buildings by Sunday 
evening. Authorities announced that at 
least 300 people were detained, as the 
justice minister warned that the arrests 
would continue throughout the night, 
as investigators try to identify every-
one involved in what he dubbed an act 
of “terrorism” and an attempted “coup.” 
However, the emergcy order remains in 
effect until the end of the month. The 
scope of the order is limited to Brasilia’s 
Federal District, and its stated aim is to 
“end the serious compromising of pub-
lic order in the State in the Federal Dis-
trict, marked by acts of violence and in-
vasion of public buildings.” (Agencies)

BERLIN: A 32-year-old Iranian nation-
al has been detained in Germany over 
an alleged terrorist plot, the country’s 
security officials announced Sunday. 
Another person, reported to be the 
suspect’s brother, has also been held 
amid the investigation. The two were 
detained overnight in the northwestern 
German town of Castrop-Rauxel, near 
Dusseldorf, officials said. The man “is 
suspected of having prepared a serious 
act of violence endangering the state 
by allegedly procuring cyanide and 
ricin to commit an Islamist-motivated 

attack,” the Dusseldorf public prose-
cutor’s office and police said in a joint 
statement. German Interior Minister 
Nancy Faeser stated that her country 
“continues to be a direct target of Is-
lamist terrorist organizations,” adding 

that “Islamist-motivated lone perpetra-
tors are another considerable danger.” 
Forensic specialists wearing hazmat 
suits were pictured by German media 
carrying evidence out of the suspect’s 
home and examining it afterwards at 
the town’s fire department. However, 
no actual toxins have been found, a 
spokesperson for the Dusseldorf public 
prosecutor’s office told Reuters. It was 
not immediately known how far the 
suspect had advanced in his plans and 
whether he’d picked an exact target for 
the potential attack. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Newly elected US 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy re-
portedly won over the final few votes 
needed to secure the gavel by prom-
ising conservative lawmakers that he 
will help pass legislation that would 
limit future economic and military 
aid to Ukraine. The Kiev compromise 
was one of the key concessions that 
McCarthy, a California Republican, 
accepted to win over recalcitrant col-

leagues who had opposed his elec-
tion as speaker, the UK’s Telegraph 
newspaper reported on Saturday. 
Republicans won back control of 
Congress in November’s midterm 
elections, but it took five days and 
15 rounds of voting for speaker – the 
most since 1860 – to reach enough 
consensus on who will shepherd 
the party’s legislative agenda. Since 
Russia began its military offensive 

against Ukraine last February, Con-
gress has approved $100 billion in 
US aid to Ukraine – much to the cha-
grin of ‘Freedom Caucus’ lawmak-
ers, such as Republicans Matt Gaetz 
(Florida) and Lauren Boebert (Colo-
rado). Gaetz led a group of about 20 
representatives in opposing McCar-
thy’s election, at one point nominat-
ing former President Donald Trump 
for the job. (Agencies)

JEDDAH: Many breathed a sigh of re-
lief when 2022 drew to a close, mark-
ing the conclusion of 12 months of 
post-pandemic fatigue, geopolitical 
tension and global economic instabili-
ty, to name but a few of the past year’s 
challenges. One result of the year’s vol-
atility and upsets is the pervading sense 
of anger coursing through societies, fed 
up with the litany of back-to-back crises 
— solutions for which appear to evade 
governments and global institutions. 
The Arab world has been no exception. 
Three Middle Eastern countries ranked 
among the world’s angriest in Gallup’s 
latest annual Global Emotions Report, 
owing in large part to a rage-induc-
ing mixture of socio-economic pres-
sures and institutional failings. Just 
as the world economy appeared to be 

recovering from the lockdowns, sup-
ply-chain disruptions and travel bans 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the war in 
Ukraine sent inflation spiralling, with 
rising food and fuel prices falling heav-
ily on the world’s poorest. Add to this 
the corrosive effects of political insta-
bility, corruption and suspected climate 
change, and the past year unsurpris-
ingly proved to be a period of mount-
ing anxiety, frayed tempers and violent 
unrest for millions worldwide. In the 
Middle East and North Africa, where 
price fluctuations, climate shocks and 
protracted political crises have been 
keenly felt, Gallup’s polling found pub-
lic anger is widespread and growing 
— a development experts say regional 
governments ought to take seriously. 
Gallup first began tracking global un-

happiness in 2006 with a methodolo-
gy based on nationally representative, 
probability-based samples among the 
adult population, aged 15 and above, 
collected from 122 countries. It found 
that negative emotions — the aggre-
gate of stress, sadness, anger, worry 
and physical pain — reached a record 
high last year, with 41 percent of adults 
globally saying they had experienced 
stress the previous day. Furthermore, 
these negative emotions appear to be 
growing, with 2021 displacing 2020 as 
the most stressful year in recent history. 
In the past decade, the Arab world has 
been roiled by mass protests, regime 
collapse, corruption, scandals, wars 
and mass migrations, disrupting re-
gional priorities and internal dynamics. 
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Indian authorities have 
evacuated hundreds of people from 
their homes in the Himalayan town of 
Joshimath in northern Uttarakhand 
state after buildings in the area popular 
with pilgrims and tourists developed 
cracks due to shifting soil. About 1,890 

metres (6,200 feet) above sea level, 
Joshimath is a gateway to Badrinath 
and Hemkund Sahib, key Hindu and 
Sikh pilgrimage sites in the Himalayas, 
attracting tens of thousands of devo-
tees every year. Officials belonging to 
the National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) and border security forces 
have been rushed to Joshimath, a town 
of approximately 25,000 people, to 
assess the situation and help with the 
evacuation. In recent weeks, cracks 
have been reported in more than 600 
houses in Joshimath, prompting au-

thorities to move residents to safer 
locations, including hotels and guest-
houses, government official Himanshu 
Khurana said. “The evacuation process 
is under way and a team of scientists 
from different institutes have been try-
ing to know the cause. (Agencies)

German police detain alleged chemical attack plotter

New US House chief makes pledge on Ukraine aid

Why Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan rank among the ‘world’s angriest countries’

Sinking land, cracking homes force many to flee India’s Joshimath

- Moscow claims to have killed more than 600 Ukrainian troops in ‘retaliation operation’
- Ukraine rejects Russia’s claim of a deadly strike on troops in the east.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan says donors at 
an international conference in Geneva 
have pledged to give more than $8bn 
to help it rebuild following last year’s 
devastating floods. Pakistan is hosting 
the event in Geneva on Monday with 
the United Nations as it seeks interna-
tional assistance to cover around half 
of a total $16.3bn recovery bill. Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
kicked off the one-day conference, at-

tended by officials from nearly 40 oth-
er countries as well as private donors 
and international financial institutions. 
The unprecedented floods caused by 
melting glaciers and record monsoon 
rains last year affected more than 33 
million Pakistanis, killing more than 
1,700 people and pushing about nine 
million others into poverty, according 
to the UN. Thousands of people are still 
living in open areas, tents and make-
shift homes in Sindh and Balochistan, 

the two worst-hit provinces, with stag-
nant water still present in many areas.
Pakistan Information Minister Marri-
yum Aurangzeb wrote on Twitter that 
pledges had reached $8.57bn – more 
than initially sought. Among the do-
nors were the Islamic Development 
Bank ($4.2bn), the World Bank ($2bn), 
the Asian Development Bank ($1.5bn), 
and the European Union and China, 
she said. France and the United States 
also made contributions. (Agencies)

Pakistan says donors pledge more than $8bn for flood recovery
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PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Monday 
predicted rain with snowfall over the 
hills in Chitral, Lower & Upper Dir, 
Malakand, Buner, Swat, Shangla, Ko-
histan, Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra 
and Abbottabad districts during the 
next 24 hours.
It further said that light to moderate 
rain with light snowfall over the hills 
is also expected over Haripur, Mar-
dan, Swabi, Nowshera, Peshawar, 
Charsadda, Bajaur, Mohmand, Khy-
ber, Orakzai, Hangu, Kurram, Karak, 
Kohat, Lakki Marwat, Bannu, Tank, 
Dera Ismail Khan, North & South Wa-
ziristan districts. Shallow to moderate 
fog is also expected over Swabi, Mar-
dan, Nowshera, Charsadda, Peshawar 
and Dera Ismail Khan districts, as well 
as over Peshawar to Swabi motorway 
during night hours. The Center ad-
vised the travelers on motorways and 
national highways to adopt precau-
tionary measures and avoid unnec-
essary travelling. During the last 24 
hours, foggy, partly cloudy and very 

cold weather occurred in most dis-
tricts of the province. Rain with snow-
fall over hills recorded in Swat, Mal-
akand, Hazara, Abbottabad, Kohistan 
and Kurram districts. Rain recorded 
(in mm): Pattan 26, Kalam 24, Dir 21, 
Chitral 16, Malam Jabba 12, Lower Dir 
10, Drosh & Saidu Sharif 09 (each), 
Mirkhani 08, Kakul 07, Parachinar 
05, Takht Bhai 01, Peshawar, Tirah, 
Landikotal and Ghalanai Trace (each). 
Snowfall recorded (in inches): Kalam 
12, Malam Jabba 06.�� The maximum 
and minimum temperatures record-
ed in centigrade at different stations 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were as 
Peshawar City 17/08, Chitral 07/01, 
Timergara 12/00, Dir 08/00, Mirkhani 
07/00, Kalam 02/-3, Drosh 07/01, Saidu 
Sharif 12/05, Pattan 12/05, Malam 
Jabba 03/-3, Takht Bhai 15/06, Ka-
kul 13/04, Balakot 15/05, Parachinar 
13/-6, Bannu 20/05, Cherat 11/03, D.I. 
Khan 19/06. The lowest temperature 
recorded in the province was -06�C in 
Parachinar and -03�C each in Kalam 
and Tirah valley.(APP)

* STAFF REPORTER
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has 
directed to expedite the construction 
work on approach roads to tourist des-
tinations and the renovation/preserva-
tion of various archaeological sites in 
the province adding that establishment 
of tourism as an industry will not only 
ensure revenue generation but will 
also provide livelihood opportunities to 
local people. The Chief Minister main-
tained that he is personally monitoring 
the development projects of tourism 
sector and directed the construction of 
walking tracks on need basis to ensure 
access to tourist destinations. Chair-
ing a progress review meeting on re-
habilitation of archeological sites and 
construction of tourism sector roads, 
the Chief Minister clarified that huge 
resources have been invested during 
the previous four years to attract na-
tional and international tourists and 

accelerate tourism activities in the 
province. Principal Secretary to Chief 
Minister Amjad Ali Khan, Secretary Fi-
nance Ikramullah, Secretary Planning 
& Development Shah Mahmood, Sec-
retary Tourism Tahir Orakzai, Manag-
ing Director Pakhtunkhwa Highways 
Authority, DG KPCTA and other con-
cerned officials attended the meeting. 
The participants of the meeting were 
informed that the rehabilitation and 
remodeling of 22 km long Mankyal 
Road and 24 km long Thandiani Road 
is in progress under the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Integrated Tourism Devel-
opment Project (KITE) which will be 
completed by October 2024 at a cost of 
Rs 3.4 and Rs 2.5 billion respectively. 
Moreover, under the Provincial Annual 
Development Program, in Hazara Divi-
sion, 38% of the physical work is com-
plete on 18 km long Mandi Mali Road, 
54% on 10 km Shogran Road, 30% on 9 
km Ghanool Paprang Road, 41% on 15 
km Manoor valley Road and 31% phys-
ical progress has been made on 12 km 
long Nawazabad to Mundi road. These 
projects will be completed this year at 
a cost of 4.6 billion rupees.  Similarly, 
in Malakand Division, under the ADP, 
41% physical progress has been made 
on 14 km long Kafir Banda Road, 61% 
on 4.5 km Burj Banda Road, 40% on 7 
km Dag Sar Charoona Road, 50 % on 
9 Km Chail Beshigram Road, 29% on 

4 km Bela Beshigram Road, 36% on 4 
km Areen Daral Road, 35% on 6 km 
Madian Bishigram Road, 19 % on 3 km 
Guder Lake Road, 23 % on 3 km Ana-
kar Road, and 49 % physical progress 
has been made on 8 km long Marghu-
zar to Elum Road. These projects will 
be completed this year at a cost of Rs 
4.8 billion. The meeting was also told 
that steps are being taken to promote 
religious and cultural tourism in the 
province. Under the KITE project, 
renovation and rehabilitation of two 
Masajid, two stupas and three muse-
ums in progress. 38% physical work on 
Bhamala Stupa has been completed. 
95% physical work has been complet-
ed on Chakdra Museum Dir, 93% on 
Hund Museum Swabi, 63% on Shapola 
Stupa Landi Kotal and 60% physical 
progress has been made on Kalam and 
Odigram Masajid. These projects will 
be completed at an estimated cost of 
262 million rupees. The participants 
were told that substantial progress has 
been made on the pre-feasibility of the 
Kumrat Madakalasht cable car project. 
Addressing the meeting, the Chief Min-
ister said that Tourism Police has been 
established for the protection of tour-
ists and tourist sites. Three integrated 
tourism zones are being established for 
the promotion of eco-friendly and orga-
nized tourism which is first of its kind 
initiative in the history of province.
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Moderate rain with snowfall over hills 
predicted for most KP districts

CM Mahmood Khan to expedite the construction work on 
approach roads to tourist destinations

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 234.4 236.75

China Yuan 33.18 33.43

Japanese Yen 2.45 2.5

Saudi Riyal 66.6 67.25

U.A.E Dirham 68.6 69.2

UK Pound 305 308

Euro 268 270.7

Australian Dollar 164.15 165.4

Canadian Dollar 174 175.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
158800 

Rs. 
145566 

Rs. 
138950 

Rs. 
119100

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
136100 

Rs. 
124757 

Rs. 
119088 

Rs. 
102075

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
13610 

Rs.  
12476 

Rs.  
11909 

Rs.  
10208

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
385800 

Rs. 
353647 

Rs. 
337575 

Rs. 
289350

Three die in Swat incidents

Arms, ammunition seized at Torkham

Couple dies of gas leakage in Swat; 3 killed in 
separate incidents in Bannu: Police

Fish tops food lovers’ menu after scattered 
rains, snowfall in KP

JI holds protest against price-hike, load-shedding

PESHAWAR: A man shot dead his 
wife on Monday in Baddi area of 
Bahrain in Swat district over some 
domestic dispute, said Bahrain po-
lice. According to details, the body 

was shifted to Madyan Hospital for 
medico legal procedure. A police 
team collected evidence from the 
crime scene and started an investiga-
tion.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The security officials on 
Monday seized a large consignment of 
arms and ammunition at the Torkham 
border, which was being smuggled 
from Afghanistan to Pakistan by truck. 
According to border authorities, a 
truck was signaled to stop at Torkham 
Border and upon thorough inspection 
of the vehicle, a large consignment of 
arms and ammunition was recovered 

from its secret components. The recov-
ered weapons included scores of differ-
ent bores of rifles and cartridges. The 
border authorities detained the driver 
of the vehicle and recovered the weap-
ons. The authorities said the action was 
conducted on intelligence-based infor-
mation adding the scrutiny of the ve-
hicles entering Pakistan from Afghan-
istan have been increased.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A woman and her hus-
band died after gas accumulated in their 
room last night on Monday in Swat dis-
trict, said a police spokesman. Accord-
ing to details, Anwar Khan and his wife 
fell unconscious after accumulation of 
gas inside their room last night at vil-
lage Manyar and were rushed to near-
by hospital where they were declared 
dead. Later, they were laid to rest at their 
ancestral graveyard. Meanwhile, three 
persons died in different road accidents 
at Norang Dalokhel and surrounding 

areas of Bannu district. In the first inci-
dent, Shamsullah Khan was allegedly 
killed by his rival Hasmatullah Khan 
over old enmity. In another incident, 
Amanullah Khan has allegedly sprayed 
volley of bullets on his wife Norang 
Dalokhel and killed her on the spot over 
domestic dispute. Accused Hashmatul-
lah Khan has allegedly shot dead by his 
opponent Samsullah, a resident of Ba-
dakhel and killed him on the spot over 
old enmity. Police have registered a case 
and started investigation.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The demands for 
mouth-watering fish varieties including 
trout fish and chapli kabab have in-
creased manifold after scattered rains 
and snowfall over the hills of Malakand 
and Hazara divisions besides Parachi-
nar Kurram district, turning weather 
extremely cold and muggy, especially 
at night in KP. A visitor while traveling 
on historic Qissa Khawani and Namak 
Mandi bazaars in the bustling city of 
Peshawar can’t resist tasting fried and 
grilled fish and chapli kabab being 
served with traditional Qehwa and 
spicy sauces in the harsh winter. The 
tantalizing aroma of trout fish and oth-
er varieties often attract foodies to en-
joy its delectable taste inside shops and 
many take parcels for their loved one 
at home. Peshawar is a unique ancient 
city for being frequently visited by tour-
ists to relish its delectable traditional 
foods varieties including mouth-water-
ing chapli kabab, Peshawari rice-polao, 
and fish varieties mostly brought from 
Malakand and Hazara divisions as spe-
cial winter food recipes. Witnessing a 
roaring business, the fish outlets are 
flooded with foodies enjoying delecta-
ble rainbow and brown trout, mushka, 
raho, simon, pomfret, mahsher, and 
lobsters, which are brought from Ghan-
ta Ghar, a hub of fish trade in Pesha-
war city. The hotel’s owners and even 
vendors received a deluge of orders 
for eating at shops and home delivery 
from residents and visitors enjoying its 
delicious bites along with loved ones 
during the peak of the winter season. 
Ehtisham Khan, an owner of a fish out-
let at Ghanta Ghar said trout stock has 
been brought from Swat and Mansehra 
districts as a special winter offer to ful-
fill Peshawaris’ demands. “The recipe 
for trout fish is very simple and time-ef-
ficient. We prepare trout in oil after its 
proper water wash and cutting. Later, 
varieties of spicy sauces, pomegranate 
seed powder, salt, and other species of 
ingredients are properly mixed. Before 

making it on medium flame, the fish is 
properly marinated for about two hours 
to ensure that all sauces are intact and 
the color is unchanged and later served 
to customers with chips, sauces (chat-
nis), salad and naans,” he added. Eht-
isham said most people wanted deep-
fried fish, some liked ‘tawa macchi’ and 
many liked grilled and baked trout fish 
for eating at shops as well as taking 
the parcel for their loved ones, adding 
one-kilogram un-grilled trout was be-
ing sold at Rs 2500 to Rs 3000 per ki-
logram in the open market. Dr. Ismail 
Khan, senior children’s specialist, said 
there was an additional burden on the 
heart, brains, joints and lungs of weak 
people and children due to persistent 
cough, nausea and frosts in winter, add-
ing consumption of fish was the best 
available choice to help reduce risks of 
these diseases. Terming fish as the best 
source of proteins, vitamins, omega-3 
fatty acids, phosphorus, iron, and io-
dine, he said that consumption of sea-
food help improve digestion, protects 
skin from dryness, and relieves joint 
pains. Muhammad Zubair, Director of 
Planning and Monitoring, KP Fisheries 
Department said the demand for fish 
had increased manifolds in KP during 
winter and many traders have brought 
trout stock to local markets to cater to 
people’s high demands. He said Paki-
stan can earn substantial revenue by 
giving special incentives to trout farm-
ers besides the construction of new 
trout lakes, especially in Malakand and 
Hazara divisions because of plenty of 
cold water reservoirs and ideal climate 
conditions for trout farming. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Jamat-e-Islami (JI) here 
on Monday staged a protest against re-
cent price-hike of essential commodities 
and unannounced power load-shed-
ding besides the shortage of flour in the 
province. The protestors, led by General 
Secretary JI Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ab-
dul Wase, blocked Khyber Road in front 
of the Provincial Assembly. They were 
holding placards inscribed with slogans 
against the high prices of flour. Address-
ing the protestors, Abdul Waseh alleged 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government, and 

said that besides spending nine years 
in power, the leadership of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf is involved in money 
grabbing and inflicted massive losses 
to the provincial exchequer. He termed 
the provincial government as responsi-
ble for the increasing price hike, adding 
that poor people are being humiliated in 
the name of providing subsidized flour. 
Peshawar District Ameer JI, Baharullah 
Khan Advocate, JI Ameer for NA-31 Sir-
ajuddin Qureshi and other leaders were 
present on the occasion. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has asked the citizens cheat-
ed by the owners of City Residencia, 
Peshawar to submit their compen-
sation claims by January 24, 2023 
for getting back their looted money. 
According to an announcement of 
NAB Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the bu-
reau has started investigations against 
the owners of the fake housing so-
ciety on the allegations of receiving 
money from the people by fraudulent 
means by promising them plots in 
the aforementioned housing scheme. 
The NAB has asked affected people 
to submit their applications on stamp 

paper along with copies of their rel-
evant documents duly attested by 
a notary public to Deputy Director 
(Coordination), Investigation Wing,I, 
NAB, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, PDA 
Complex, Block III, Phase V, Hayata-
bad, Peshawar within the stipulated 
time. (APP)

NAB asks fake City Residencia victims to submit 
compensation claims by Jan 24

KP Govt to exhibit olive smaples in exhibition at KSA 
embassy for investment

PESHAWAR: The Agriculture De-
partment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
would showcase olive samples in an 
upcoming exhibition at embassy of 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) to 
attract Saudi investors for invest-
ment in this sector in the province. 
This was decided in a meeting held at 
KSA embassy by former governor KP 
Shah Farman and Secretary Agricul-
ture KP Dr Muhammad Israr wherein 
commercial attache of KSA and other 
officials were briefed in detail about 
the production capacity of the prov-
ince related to agriculture and espe-
cially saffron, olive and plum honey 
and opportunities for investors.
The Agriculture Secretary presented 
a short-term and long-term invest-
ment plan during the meeting. On 
this occasion, Secretary Agriculture 
Dr. Muhammad Asrar while giving 

a detailed briefing on the agricul-
ture sector told the participants that 
the provincial government is paying 
special attention to agriculture and 
saffron was cultivated experimentally 
two years ago in different districts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Encouraging 
results have been obtained, on which 
the provincial government has also 
approved a special plan for the de-
velopment and promotion of saffron, 
he added. He said that more than 
100,000 acres of land in the province 
is suitable for saffron, if this land is 
brought under cultivation, saffron 
and its seeds can generate an annual 
income of Rs 870 billion in the econ-
omy.
He said that there is a good oppor-
tunity for KP to import saffron from 
Saudi Arabia at a lower price than 
other countries. (APP)
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The citizens of Pakistan are voicing their concerns and anger re-
garding the resurgence of terror, especially in KP, Balochistan and 
the newly merged districts (NMDs) that have suffered the most 
at the hands of terrorism over the past two decades. This Friday, 
thousands of people in South Waziristan’s Wana took to the streets 
against the recent wave of terrorism and demanded the immedi-
ate restoration of peace in the region. The anger and fear is under-
standable considering how these people were displaced during the 
war on terror and got to experience peace and normalcy only for 
a few years before terrorists once again turned up at their door-
step. In fact, on Thursday an even larger number of people took 
to the streets in the Bajaur tribal district of KP against the increas-
ing lawlessness, targeted attacks, and instances of extortion. Both 
demonstrations were attended by local elders, political workers, 
activists, and leaders of parties such as the PPP, AWP, PML-N, ANP 
and PTM. The sentiment is not a new one. The return of terrorists 
will not be tolerated by the people in these regions and it is the re-
sponsibility of the state and provincial authorities to bring the situ-
ation under control. In fact, it should be mentioned that large pro-
tests were held in Lakki Marwat and Bannu districts on the 1st of 
this month with identical demands under the banner of local peace 
committees. The return of terrorism is unacceptable to these people 
as they cannot afford any more bloodshed. One cannot question 
the palpable anger and disappointment at the government’s failing 
to prevent the rise of the TTP keeping in mind the suffering and 
trauma experienced by these people. Therefore, a crucial element 
of the government’s counter-strategy should be to engage with the 
residents of these restive areas, make them feel heard, and ensure 
that their concerns are taken into account. Meanwhile, the state’s 
kinetic operations have begun as yesterday security forces killed 
11 militants, including a key TTP commander, in a raid in South 
Waziristan. It is encouraging to see this pre-emptive action that 
helped foil a major terrorist activity that was being planned. How-
ever, while conducting these raids, it is imperative that the excesses 
of counter-terrorism operations are taken into account, which is a 
major grievance of the residents of KP and the NMDs. This time 
around, the approach should be people-centric, as the people who 
have openly rejected terror are equal partners in this war.

Protests Against Terrorism

THE International conference on 
climate change caused by global 
warming, known as COP27, recent-
ly wrapped up at Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt. Heads of state, delegates, and 
activists from 200 countries participat-
ed. Bilawal Bhutto, Foreign Minister 
and Shirin Rehaman, Environment 
Minister, led the Pakistan delegation 
very aptly at the conference. Mr.She-
hbaz Sharif took part in it initially for 
a few days. The meeting lasted about 
a month and concluded on 18 Nov 
2022. The delegates reviewed the 
progress made thus far on the previ-
ously set targets of limiting the emis-
sions of greenhouse gases. The main 
topic of interest for Pakistan and other 
under-developed countries was estab-
lishing a Fund to aid the vulnerable 
countries severely hit by calamities 
due to climate change. In a previous 
conference held in Paris in 2015, the 
participants had agreed to limit the 
temperature of global warming below 
two degrees C by circumventing the 
emissions of harmful gases. In anoth-
er similar previous meeting, the rich 
countries had agreed to establish a 
Fund to compensate the affected coun-
tries for the loss and damage they suf-
fered due to the devastation of harsh 
weather. What is global warming, and 
why is there so much hue and cry 
about it and the emissions of so-called 
greenhouse gases? Burning fossil fuels 
like coal, oil and natural gas releases 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 
These fuels are burnt in power plants 
to generate electricity and in industrial 
plants for various processes. Carbon 
dioxide covers the earth and entraps 
its heat, preventing it from getting re-
leased into space at night. That induc-
es a warming effect on the Earth. As 
this effect is analogous to keeping the 
greenhouses warm during the winter 
for growing vegetables and plants, 
the gases released by combustion are 
named greenhouse gases. The warm-
ing impact on the Earth, in turn, melts 
the snow and glaciers in the moun-

tains more rapidly than average re-
sulting in the flooding of rivers. The 
warming intensifies the evaporation of 
rivers and seas and the transpiration 
of plants and trees, causing heavier 
cloud formation, subsequently leading 
to abnormal precipitation. That was 
why Pakistan had the worst floods in 
its history from June to July last year. 
Though Pakistan was the worst-hit 
country, the devastation due to climate 
change happened almost all around 
the globe. The developed countries 
have well-established safeguarding 
systems against floods, helping them 
mitigate the damaging effects of bad 
weather. However, lacking safeguard-
ing measures, Pakistan and other 
vulnerable countries suffered severe 
devastation. Scientists maintain that 
the industrialized nations of the West 
and Asia have been pumping carbon 
dioxide into the air for more than a 
century by burning fossil fuels to at-
tain their development. The Earth has 
already warmed on average by 1.1CO. 
If it were not limited to below 2 CO, 
the Earth would experience much 
higher devastation. The industrialized 
nations of Europe, the US and China, 
Japan and India are the major emitters 
of these gases. China and the USA 
emit 40% of the global carbon dioxide. 
These countries earned their scientific 
and industrial prowess by ruthlessly 
combusting fossil fuels. Under-re-
sourced countries like Pakistan, which 
generated just 1% of the total emis-
sions, faced the brunt of climate anger 
in heavy rains, floods, heat-waves and 
droughts. That devastation ultimately 
resulted in large-scale infrastructural 
damage, economic losses, transport 
disruptions, population displacements 
and loss of human life and livestock. 
Scientists attribute all these calami-
ties to the climate change caused by 
global warming. Therefore, vulnerable 
developing countries earnestly con-
tend that the wealthy industrialized 
countries should reparate vulnerable 
countries for “loss and damage” in-

flicted on them due to climate change. 
That is what is generally known as Cli-
mate Justice. The outcome of COP27 
didn’t turn out to be as anticipated. The 
lengthy debates could not produce any 
significant results. On cutting emis-
sions, there was no firm commitment 
from the industrialized countries. On 
establishing the Fund for the affected 
countries, the rich countries delivered 
a vague consentual statement to com-
pensate them for their devastation. 
They pledged a mere $ 260 million 
against an estimated $ 200 billion by 
the group of affected nations. Paki-
stan alone has estimated damage of 
$ 40 billion. The Fund Committee will 
meet again next year to determine 
the contribution and disbursement 
mechanism of the Loss and Damage 
Fund. Instead of waiting for the Fund, 
Pakistan should prudently examine 
its role in global warming. Pakistan 
generates more than 50 percent of its 
electricity by burning fossil fuels in 
thermal power plants. While the major 
global carbon emitters are successful-
ly transitioning to renewable energies 
by shunning fossil fuel-fired power 
plants, Pakistan needs to adopt renew-
able energies. The brick-baking kilns 
in Pakistan burn coal, rubber and oth-
er carbon-emitting material that pro-
duce deadly black carbon(soot). Black 
carbon has a higher heating property 
than regular carbon missions. It melts 
the snow faster when it gets deposited 
on it. There is heavy pollution from the 
vehicles plying the roads unchecked 
in big cities. Pakistan has the five 
most polluted cities in the world’s top 
50 most polluted cities. Therefore, all 
nations must keep the fever of dear 
planet earth from rising above 1.5 CO. 
Pakistan must be aware that the loss 
of economic activities due to a disgrun-
tled climate will further lead to social 
vices like theft, drugs and terrorism. 
That will further compound the many 
problems that are already grappling 
Pakistan.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

In the backdrop of the deafening 
noise of accusations and counter 
accusations narratives; bordering 
on sleaze;  the type, once penned 
by Harold Robbins and scientifi-
cally debated by D.H. Lawrence, 
many Pakistanis; surprisingly de-
spite being hard-pressed, are not 
glued to the latest in avoiding de-
fault. Rather, they are lending their 
ears to what is being discussed and 
said on Twitter, YouTube or other 
social media platforms. Despite the 
fact that it is not their priority, the 
fact is the other way round. Paki-
stan, after its 75 years of existence, 
has come full circle, to what is the 
defining moments of its success or 
failure or even its existence or oth-
erwise in the end. For many cynical 
observers, Pakistan is to stay even 
in its current position, provided 
there are interested stakeholders to 
its strategic location in the region 
and its willingness to do odd jobs 
as and when required. Foremost 
amongst the problems has been its 
economic crunch, which unfortu-
nately dates back to its formative 
years. The paradigms and policies 
adopted by the young republic as 
dictated by the usurping cliques 
were best suited for a client-state 
status. A state which is ready to do 
the strategic jobs and put back its 
welfare and economy-related du-
ties. The basic difference between 
the two siblings, the outcome of 
the 1947 ‘cesarean birth’, India and 
Pakistan, has been precisely that. 
While Indians thought it oppor-

tune to court both the Americans 
and the Russians, our key civil and 
military policy-makers thought it 
was beneficial to have a package, 
complete with imports, foreign aid, 
investment as well as the way of 
life; capitalism without any shack-
les. Consequently, it choose the 
USA. The results were high growth 
rates dependent upon certain as-
sumptions. During that period, 
our key economists used to chide 
the Indian siblings as maintaining 
what they called the three- percent 
‘Hindu growth rate’. At that point, 
our topnotch industrialists raced 
through Karachi lanes in Mercedes 
and Opel brands while their Indi-
an counterparts had no inhibitions 
roaming about in locally manufac-
tured ‘Ambassador’ vehicles. With-
out going into the timelines, the 
Pakistani foreign trade was depen-
dent eternally on IMF doses, while 
the Indians were tuned to first make 
their industrial base; followed by 
controlled liberalization and final-
ly a well-timed transition into the 
capitalist economy. Pakistan has its 
first jolt when an ill-timed strate-
gic venture, ‘Operation Gibraltar’, 
blew up into a full-scale 17-day war 
in 1965, which ‘broke the back’ of 
the Pakistani economy. With mili-
tary hardware sanctions and not-
so-friendly IMF, Pakistan was to 
fend for itself in the economic and 
military spheres. The outcome was 
a failed economic takeoff during 
the 1966-1970 period. All these 
economic realities boiled down to 

firstly centrifugal tendencies, po-
litical unrest and finally political 
protest, which put the key policy 
makers on the defensive. That time 
was characterized by grabbing and 
proverbial ‘snatching’ by the West 
Pakistani political elite. That was 
the time when Pakistan never re-
covered from the ill impact of its 
misplaced priorities. However, Pa-
kistan did not review the policy and 
remained part of the pro-US mili-
tary alliances. WikiLeaks in one of 
its file links states how Pakistan Air 
Force participation in the Mid Link 
1974 exercises In the Indian Ocean 
irked the Indian Foreign Minister 
to issue a statement on the floor of 
Lok Sabha in November 1974. The 
1977 political crisis, military coup 
and the changes around Pakistan 
convinced the key policy-makers 
in Pakistan to again paste the ‘for 
hire’ notice for the West’s attention. 
Predictably, the USA employed 
the Pakistani military and society 
to wage its proxy war against the 
USSR in Afghanistan. How that 
war destroyed the Pakistani social 
fabric has been dealt with in detail 
by many analysts. The long-term 
outcome was that the Pakistani 
economy got addicted to what 
during Musharraf and Zardari peri-
od came to be known as “Coalition 
Support Fund’ factor  or ‘budgetary 
support’ factor, also pointed out by 
US strategist Bruce Reidel in his 
writings;  in terms of economic re-
sources.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today
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Global warming and Pakistan
— By Mushtaq Jan

Avoiding the default label…
— By Naqi Akbar

WITH the economic situation getting 
worse by every passing day and IMF’s 
tough conditions yet to be implement-
ed, an option of a “long interim set-up of 
technocrats” is echoing in the country’s 
political circles, being touted as a pana-
cea for the tough decision-making that 
an elected government would perhaps 
want to avoid, given the circumstances. 
However, no one in the government or 
the opposition is sure where such an 
idea was floated from, and both sides 
have rejected the option, calling it “un-
constitutional”. Though former chair-
man of the Federal Board of Revenue 
Shabbar Zaidi has backed the idea, 
he remained guarded about revealing 
who the architect of the proposal was, 
where it originated from and how it 
could be implemented? Usually, an 
interim government comes for a short 
period of time to hold general elections 
when the five-year term of a govern-
ment ends. Some believe the forma-
tion of an interim set-up of technocrats 
sometime in March next year will not 
be “unconstitutional”, as the interim 
government (for the period of three 
months) will have to be in place by July 
if general elections are to be held in 
October next year. Some media reports 
suggest that the proposal about bring-
ing technocrats to power is being “seri-
ously considered” in power circles as a 
political regime cannot take the “bold” 
decisions which are being deemed the 
need of the hour. Talking to Dawn, Mr 
Zaidi said that bringing in an interim 
set-up of technocrats was imperative 
because certain “tough” decisions had 
to be taken, which would otherwise 
be blocked by political compulsions. 
“The present government has already 
wasted a lot of time but they have not 
taken much-needed decisions and the 
country cannot afford this attitude any-
more,” he added. Not only the current 

PDM government, but the last PTI re-
gime also failed to take extraordinary 
steps due to political expediency, he 
said. He claimed that the decision to 
“bring in technocrats” had not been 
taken by the ‘establishment’, but rath-
er “a group of patriotic Pakistanis who 
still have some influence in powerful 
circles”, adding that they had reached 
the conclusion that such a set-up is 
essential to get the country through 
these testing times. Giving an example, 
Mr Zaidi said recently, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif had announced after 
a cabinet meeting that markets in the 
country would be closed at 8pm, but the 
decision has yet to be implemented to 
date. “Similarly, tough IMF conditions 
regarding increase in electricity and 
gas tariffs and doing away with unbri-
dled circular debt in power sector have 
to be met to keep ourselves in the Fund 
programme, otherwise the country will 
have to face the music.” Mr Zaidi said 
the interim set-up could take overdue 
tough decisions because it will have 
no fear to face people like politicians. 
“Both PTI and present governments 
have tested their policies which turned 
out to be a futile exercise. Now, give a 
chance to technocrats to take decisions 
in the best interest of the country which 
has come on the verge of default.” He 
said politicians had another option of 
forming a national government, but 
they disagreed and now “the only way 
to take tough decisions was formation 
of an interim setup as soon as possi-
ble”, most suitably by March 2023. 
Prominent economist and former PTI 
finance minister Shaukat Tarin, on the 
other hand, did not back the idea of a 
long interim setup of technocrats and 
believed that early elections were the 
only solution to the prevailing econom-
ic and political crisis in the country.
Courtesy: DAWN

Technocrat set-up — a problem or solution? 
— By Syed Irfan Raza

Commercial activities in the 
residential areas
Through your esteemed paper I 
want to bring to the notice of the 
concerned authorities that the mush-
room growth of commercial/ busi-
ness activities in the residential area 
of Garden Town, Lahore is alarming. 

Such activities are polluting the en-
vironment and causing health issues 
for the inhabitants. Vehicles parked 
in the streets are obstructing the nor-
mal traffic and transport. The traders 
have changed houses into workshops 
and offices. Encroachments are on 
the rise. These hazardous activities 
in the residential areas have creat-

ed a lot of nuisance besides adding 
to the noise pollution. The author-
ities are requested to initiate action 
against such commercial activities in 
the residential areas to save the resi-
dents. This will be a great favour.

– Muhammad Muzaffar Alam
– Lahore

Letters to the Editor
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LAHORE: Punjab Assembly on Mon-
day passed a number of bills including 
Punjab Public Defender Service Bill 
2023, Punjab Food Authority Amend-
ment Bill 2023 etc.The session started 
with the recitation of the Holy Quran 
followed by the Naat-e-Rasool-e-Ma-
qbool (PBUH).Assembly proceedings 
started two hours forty nine minutes 
behind its scheduled time of 2:00 pm 
with Punjab Assembly Speaker Mu-
hammad Sibtain Khan in the chair. 
The University of Attock Bill 2023 
was referred to standing committee 

on Higher Education. The Punjab 
Food Authority Amendment Bill 2023, 
Punjab Alternate Dispute Resolution 
Amendment Bill 2023 and Punjab Un-
desirable Cooperative Societies Disso-
lution Amendment Bill 2023 were also 
passed. The Public Sector Universities 
Amendment Bill 2022 was passed af-
ter reconsideration. Questions relat-
ing to Schools Education department 
were also held. PML-N MPA Rana 
Mashhood while speaking on the floor 
of the house termed today’s assem-
bly proceeding as unconstitutional 

upon which Speaker asked Muham-
mad Basharat Raja to respond. Mu-
hammad Basharat Raja said as far as 
matter of CM’s vote of confidence was 
concerned it was sub judice and when 
time would come PTI would prove its 
strength. Rana Mashood also criti-
cized poor performance of PTI’s gov-
ernment in Punjab. Earlier, Fateha was 
offered for late Sardar Muhammad 
Jaffar Khan Leghari. On completion of 
today’s agenda Deputy Speaker Wasiq 
Qayyum Abbasi adjourned the session 
till tomorrow 2:00 pm. (APP)
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Consumers seek alternative energy solutions 
amid gas shortage

Notable Poet Azar Tamanna remembered  
on birth anniversary

Asif Ali Zardari condoles death 
of Abrar Rizvi’s wife

NHMP urges caution during maintenance 
work on highways

191 advanced cameras installed at entry, exit points

PMD alerts authorities to remain cautious 
during rain in upper parts from Jan 11-13

Allah Wala trust agrees to repair all  
dysfunctional filtration plants in Gilgit

Two-day Pakistan Horti Expo from Jan 28

Punjab govt appoints distt coordinator for 
inter-faith & religious harmony

Eagle squads playing effective role  
in crime prevention

ISLAMABAD: Residents of twin cit-
ies are adopting alternative energy 
solutions due to low pressure and 
an interrupted supply of natural gas. 
Talking to APP here on Monday, an 
expert on renewable energy Rana 
Tauseef Iqbal said that alternative 
energy solutions were becoming 
popular in the country as gas reser-
voirs were shrinking. He said pellet 
stoves were in demand during the 
winter season owing to a shortage of 
natural gas, adding that pellet stove 
burns compressed wood or biomass 
pellets to create a source of heat for 
residential and sometimes industrial 
spaces. Tauseef said pellet stoves use 
a 12-volt fan to regulate the heat and 
the smoke emitted from the stove is 
almost zero. He underlined that being 
an agricultural country, Pakistan had 
been producing immense biomass 
that could be converted into energy at 
a minimal cost. He said biomass such 

as wood chips, wood pallets, wood 
shavings, grass, tree leaves, branches, 
cow dung, and vegetable waste could 
be used for the production of ener-
gy. Describing the other important 
alternative solution, he said that the 
gasification plant was a technology 
that could benefit Pakistan. He said 
that biomass could be converted into 
gas with a minimal cost of around Rs 
50 per kilogram. “The produced gas 
can be used in stoves and to run the 
generators for producing electricity”, 
he added. He said that produced gas 
could be stored in specially designed 
gas balloons for several days. He said 
indigenous manufactured Gasifiers 
provide a solution for heating, elec-
tricity generation, and hot water pro-
duction on a residential and commer-
cial scale. Iqbal highlighted that the 
synthetic gas was composed of car-
bon monoxide and hydrogen which 
was safe and eco-friendly.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prominent urdu 
poet and writer Dr. Azar Tamanna 
was remembered here Monday on 
his 69th birth anniversary for his 
services to the Urdu language and 
poetry. He was born on January 
9, 1954, in Lahore. He started his 
practical life in Lahore in the seven-
ties and remained associated with 
various newspapers. Azar’s father, 
Fazal Elahi Tamanna was also a fa-
mous poet and his younger brother 
Yeshab Tamanna is also considered 
one of the prominent poets of the 

new generation. He also edited sev-
eral scholarly series published by 
Syed Qasim Mahmood’s institution 
‘Shahkar’. In the eighties, he also 
spent some time in Karachi, then 
shifted to Islamabad. In the 1990s, 
he moved to Australia, where he 
earned a Ph.D. in international rela-
tions. During his stay in Islamabad, 
he was associated with the Center 
for Security and Peace Studies Is-
lamabad as President. On March 1, 
2014, he died of a heart attack and 
was buried in Islamabad.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President of Pakistan 
People’s Party Parliamentarians 
(PPPP) Asif Ali Zardari on Monday 
expressed deep sorrow and grief 
over the death of Syed Abrar Rizvi’s 
wife and Kashif Rizvi’s mother on 
Monday. In a condolence message, 

Asif Ali Zardari prayed to Allah Al-
mighty to rest the departed soul in 
eternal peace and grant courage to 
the bereaved family to bear the loss 
with fortitude. The Pakistan Peoples 
Party shares the grief of Abrar Rizvi 
and Kashif Rizvi, he said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
ways and Motorway Police (NHMP) 
has urged motorists to exercise 
caution while driving on highways 
during undergoing maintenance 
work. According to the details is-
sued by NHMP here on Monday, 
maintenance work is being carried 
out in different zones of National 
Highways including the North Zone, 
Central Zone, and South Zone. In 
the North Zone maintenance work 
is underway on Peshawar to Islam-
abad section at Wah Garden, on 
the Islamabad Kharian section at 
Hamza Marble, and on Islamabad to 
Murree section at Zafar Mor. In Cen-
tral Zone, road work is in progress 
on Lahore to Chichawatni section at 
Harappa Bypass, on Mian Chanu - 
Bahawalpur section at Thana Jala 

to Jala Morr, and at Police Check 
Post to Pull Rango. In the South 
Zone maintenance work is under-
going on Kot Sabzal Halani section 
at Hingorja and Theem Pump Near 
Shah Hussain while on Hala Kara-
chi section maintenance work is be-
ing carried out at Khyber Stop and 
Indus Bridge. The road work is also 
in progress on Bhan Saeedabad Ra-
todero section at Khan Pur to Mehar 
Bypass, Mari Chowk and at Mor-
roo Bypass. NHMP have informed 
the travelers that construction and 
maintenance work on highways 
can present challenges to drivers, 
including the presence of workers 
and heavy machinery on or near the 
roadway, changes in traffic patterns, 
and reduced visibility due to dust 
and debris. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A total of 191 artifi-
cial intelligence-enabled cameras 
equipped with advanced technology 
have been installed at the entry and 
exit points of Islamabad. Following 
the directions of the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Islamabad, the 
Islamabad capital police are in the 
process of installing modern cam-
eras equipped with artificial intelli-
gence to make security and surveil-
lance more effective in the Federal 
capital. Police spokesman said that 
Safe City Islamabad was perform-
ing the surveillance and monitoring 
duties in a fully operational and ef-
fective manner and playing an im-
portant role in the elimination of 
criminal elements. Due to these cam-
eras, a taxi driver, involved in sexual 
harassment, was also arrested after 
a woman registered a complaint of 

sexual harassment on the helpline of 
Islamabad Capital Police “Pukar-15”. 
Upon receiving the complaint, the 
Safe City Islamabad staff took im-
mediate action and traced the vehi-
cle and shared the information with 
the police officials concerned. The 
accused was arrested and a case was 
registered against him at Secretariat 
Police Station. Capital Police Officer 
(CPO) Safe City said that Islamabad 
Capital Police were utilizing all re-
sources to strengthen the security of 
the federal capital, adding that the 
Eagle Squads have been closed from 
the police stations and centralized in 
safe city by connecting it with “Pu-
kar-15”. An integrated police unified 
communication and response sys-
tem had been launched, under which 
Eagle squads quickly respond to the 
calls, he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A westerly wave en-
tering North Balochistan on Tuesday 
night will bring moderate-intensity 
rain in the upper parts of the country 
from Wednesday to Friday, subsid-
ing the foggy conditions and bene-
fiting the standing crops in parts of 
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
According to the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department (PMD), a west-
erly wave likely to enter North Ba-
lochistan on Tuesday night will grip 
the upper parts of the country till 
Wednesday. Under the influence of 
this weather system, rain with snow-
fall (isolated heavy fall) is expected 
in Quetta, Zhob, Barkhan, Ziarat, 
Nokkundi, Dalbandin, Harnai, Qilla 
Saifullah, Qilla Abdullah, Chaman, 
Muslim Bagh, and Pishin on January 
10 night and January 11. Rain with 
moderate to isolated heavy snowfall 
is expected in Murree, Galiyat, Kash-
mir including Neelum valley, Mu-
zaffarabad, Poonch, Hattian, Bagh, 
Haveli, Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber, 
Mirpur; Gilgit Baltistan including 
Diamir, Astore, Ghizer, Skardu, 
Hunza, Gilgit, Ghanche and Shigar; 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa including 
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Malakand, Ko-
histan, Mansehra and Abbottabad 
from January 11-13. Moderate rain 
is also expected in Islamabad, Po-
tohar region, Charsadda, Bajaur, 
Kurram, Waziristan, Kohat, Bannu, 

Karak, Sargodha, Mianwali, Khu-
shab, Bhakkar, Layyah, Faisalabad, 
Toba Tek Singh, Jhang, Gujranwala, 
Gujrat, Hafizabad, Sialkot, Narow-
al, Sheikhupura, Nankana Sahib, 
Kasur, Sahiwal, Okara and Lahore 
from January 11-13. Light rain may 
occur along Makran coast, Dera Is-
mail Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan, Mu-
zaffargarh, Multan, Khanewal, and 
Pakpattan on January 11 and Janu-
ary 12. About the possible impacts, 
the met office warned that the heavy 
snowfall may disrupt and cause the 
closure of roads in Murree, Galiyat, 
Naran, Kaghan, Dir, Swat, Kohistan, 
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Shangla, 
Astore, Hunza, Skardu, Neelum val-
ley, Bagh, Poonch and Haveli from 
January 11-13. The possibility of 
landslides in Upper Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Kashmir, and Gilgit Baltis-
tan cannot be ruled out, the met of-
fice said while advising the tourists 
to remain extra cautious during the 
spell. However, the rain will be ben-
eficial for the standing crops, partic-
ularly in parts of Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The rain will decrease 
the temperatures significantly and 
also subside the foggy conditions 
during the forecast period. The met 
office has advised all concerned au-
thorities to remain alert to avoid any 
untoward situation during the peri-
od. (APP)

GILGIT: Allah Wala Trust, a re-
nowned trust in Pakistan has agreed 
to make all dysfunctional filtration 
plants in Gilgit functional. The trust 
has carried out a comprehensive sur-
vey of the existing filtration plants.In 
this connection, Cheif Secretary Gil-
git Baltistan Muhiudeen Wani said 
that agreement to make these filtra-
tion plants functional will be signed 
in a week or so. Chief Secretary GB 
said equipment has been procured 

for the purpose and the Trust is su-
pervising the supply and installa-
tion of equipment in these filtration 
plants. GB government will provide 
2 or 3 persons/staff, who will help 
to manage the smooth operation of 
these plants besides ensuring the 
security of equipment, said CS GB. 
He added that organizations from 
all over Pakistan coming to help us 
make public service delivery more 
effective and efficient. (APP)

LAHORE: A two-day internation-
al “Pakistan Horti Expo 2023” was 
being organized under the auspices 
of the Agriculture department from 
January 28 to 29 here at Expo Cen-
ter. A spokesman for the department 
said on Sunday that Pakistani fruits, 
vegetables and produce would be 
showcased during the expo. More 
than 100 stalls would be set up this 
year and experts, exporters and 
other stakeholders from Saudi Ara-
bia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Dubai, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Malaysia and 

Turkey would participate,he high-
lighted. Spokesperson said that be-
fore this exhibition, the department 
had organized eight such exhibitions 
in which more than 150 delegations 
from 20 countries participated. By 
organizing these exhibitions, Paki-
stan’s exports had increased by a to-
tal of $ 20 million. Through this Expo 
2023, a platform was being provided 
to the people associated with the ag-
riculture sector and this would help 
to introduce Pakistani produces to 
the whole world and country’s ex-
ports would gain momentum.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: The Punjab gov-
ernment appointed a district coor-
dinator for interfaith and religious 
harmony across the province on 
Monday. Muhammad Akmal Karim 
Chishti has been appointed as a co-
ordinator in the Muzaffargarh dis-
trict for dealing the interfaith and 
religious affairs. The prime purpose 
of this position is to implement a dis-
trict level communication plan while 
engaging youth and academia, the 
business community, and religious 
forums to raise awareness on the 
promotion of interfaith harmony, 
countering hate speech, the role of 

families in peacebuilding, and for 
promotion of safer charity practices 
in community building, said a press 
release issued by the authority. The 
officials of Jamaat Ahl-e- Sunnat Mu-
zaffargarh Pir Falak Sher Ali, Saeed 
Akhtar Saeedee, Iqbal Khan Lashari, 
Ghous Bakhsh Faridi, Muhammad 
Sulaiman, Maulana Muhammad 
Soleimani, Muhammad Abd Shafi, 
Sajjad Ahmed Golrowi, Tariq Sharif, 
Iqbal Bhatta, Sadiq Khan, and others 
from political and social circles felic-
itated and expressed best wishes to 
Akmal Chishti for his new assign-
ment.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Eagle squads of Islam-
abad Capital Police are playing a vital 
role in crime prevention in the city and 
checked more than 1,700 suspicious 
persons, motorcycles, and vehicles 
during the last 24 hours. According to 
police, Eagle squads are working un-
der the safe city Islamabad which is 
deployed in different areas of the city 
for patrolling and crime prevention. 
During the last 24 hours, the Eagle 
squads checked 110 pedestrians, 1,060 
motorcycles and 535 vehicles during 
special and snap checking out of which 

200 suspicious motorcycles and 12 vehi-
cles were impounded at various police 
stations. These squads also removed 
tinted glasses from 181 vehicles which 
are not allowed in the Federal capital. 
SSP (Operations) Safe city Dr Khurram 
Rasheed appreciated the performance 
of the eagle squad and said that Islam-
abad Capital Police is taking all out ef-
forts to curb crime in the city. “Safety 
and security of the citizens is our prime 
responsibility and no stone would be 
left unturned to protect the lives and 
property of the citizens,” . (APP)

Maari Petroleum explores 
new gas reserves in Ghotki

EU approves 30m euros 
to support sustainable 

climate resilient projects 
in GB, Chitral: CS

Seven die, several  
injured in Killa Saifullah  

bus- truck collision

Three booked for burning 
crops residues

KSA pledges $1 bln for 
Pakistan at Geneva moot: 

Marriyum

GHOTKI: The Maari Petroleum 
Company has discovered new gas 
reserves in Sindh’s Ghotki district 
after drilling wells in different areas. 
The Managing Director of Maari 
Petroleum Limited (MPCL) Fahim 
Hyder, about 1050 meters of drilling 
was carried out in different areas of 
the district from which 5.1 million 
square feet of gas was estimated to 
explore initially which was an ac-
complishment of the company and 
would help to overcome the short-
age of gas in Sindh province, partic-
ularly in Pakistan. (APP)

GILGIT: Chief Secretary Gilgit Baltis-
tan Muhiudeen Wani Monday said that 
to support sustainable climate-resilient 
projects in Gilgit Baltistan and Chitral, 
the European Union (EU) has approved 
a grant of 30 million euros. He said the 
grant will be utilised towards building 
sustainable energy projects through im-
plementation partners, said an official 
statement here. He said Gilgit Baltistan 
has been the victim of climate change-in-
duced disasters for many years and this 
project will help in alleviating the suffer-
ing of the GB people.(APP)

QUETTA: At least seven people died 
and several others received injuries 
in a collision between a passenger 
coach and a truck on National High-
way near Killa Saifullah district on 
Sunday night. According to Levies 
sources, the passenger coach carry-
ing commuters was on its way when 
it hit a truck that was coming from 
the opposite direction due to over-
speedingAs a result, seven people 
died and several others suffered 
wounds. The bodies and the injured 
were rushed to a nearby hospital. 
The treatment of the injured started 
in the hospital. Further investigation 
was underway.(APP)

SARGODHA: Three farmers were 
booked for burning crops residues 
near here on Monday. According to 
the official sources, a team of the ag-
riculture department visited various 
areas of tehsil Sahiwal and found 
that Muhammad Farooq,Zulfiqar 
and Arif were involved in burning 
the crops residues. The team got 
registered cases against the farm-
ers. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb 
on Monday said the brotherly country 
of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) had 
pledged $1 billion to assist Pakistan in 
carrying out the daunting task of reha-
bilitation and resilient recovery from 
the flood. She shared the development 
on her Twitter handle. The pledge was 
made at the International Conference 
on Climate Resilient Pakistan in Gene-
va. The minister, in another tweet, said 
the development partners were explor-
ing collaborative ways in the second ple-
nary phase of  the Geneva Conference 
to build back better.The Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank had pledged 
$1 billion to build back better climate 
resilient infrastructure and adaptation, 
she added. (APP)

Punjab Assembly passes number of bills
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Wheat stock available in sufficient quantity:CM
LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi said 
on Monday that effective steps 
were taken at various levels to en-
sure provision of inexpensive flour 
across the province. According to 
official sources here, CM said that 
sale points were increased as well as 
official wheat quota for flour mills 
was also increased to 26,000 metric 

tons. Due to timely steps of the Pun-
jab government, flour was available 
in abundance in the province, he 
added. Pervaiz Elahi said that offi-
cials of food department and admin-
istrative officers had been directed 
to ensure the supply and availability 
of flour. He further said that check-
ing at exit points of the province 
had been made further strict to 

stop smuggling of wheat and flour. 
CM said that indiscriminate action 
would be taken against elements 
found involved in wheat and flour 
smuggling. He said all possible 
steps were being taken to provide 
maximum relief to people and add-
ed that wheat stock was available in 
sufficient quantity to meet the needs 
of people of Punjab. (APP)

OGRA for ensuring ‘conical baffles’  
in gas geysers

AIOU admissions to commence from Jan 15

Govt to work with coalition parties to 
strengthen democracy: Dastgir

‘Adequate gas supply to all consumers in 
Islamabad: SNGPL spokesman

Punjab Food dept decides to increase flour 
supply in market

37 dead, 1700 structures damaged in over 
2500 IIOJK fire incidents during 2022

SAPM assures support for development  
of Pakistan institute of management

5 kite dealers arrested; 4700 kites recovered

RDA inflows rise to $5.57 bn

ISLAMABAD: A spokesman for the 
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority 
(OGRA) on Monday stressed the 
need for installation of ‘conical baf-
fles’ in geysers to ensure efficient 
and sensible use of scarce gas in 
the peak winter season. “The Fed-
eral government has decided to 
install conical baffles in geysers 
to ensure less consumption of gas. 
Under this decision, Sui Northern 
and Sui Southern Gas Companies 
have requested OGRA to amend 
their contracts for the supply of 
natural gas and RLNG for domestic 
and commercial use,” Spokesman 
Imran Ghaznavi said in a news re-
lease. Accordingly, he said, a public 
hearing was in progress here at the 
OGRA Head Office on the petitions 
filed by the Sui companies. He said 
OGRA had invited all consumers, 
the general public and interested/af-

fected persons and parties through 
newspaper advertisements, in view 
of the request of the gas compa-
nies. Earlier, the spokesman advised 
consumers to ensure careful use of 
gas appliances including heaters, 
geysers and stoves to avoid any un-
toward incidents. “Gas heaters and 
stoves pose serious health risks and 
are the main cause of many fatal 
incidents, so due care is needed in 
the use of gas appliances,” he said. 
Imran Ghaznavi said carbon mon-
oxide was colourless and odourless, 
adding “high levels of carbon mon-
oxide in the air are very dangerous 
and may cause people to pass out 
or even die. “ In the winter season, 
he said people should consider ‘safe 
alternative’ ways of keeping them-
selves warm and remain extra care-
ful, especially while using indoor 
gas appliances. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) will commence 
admissions of the Spring 2023 se-
mester (first phase) across the coun-
try, including AJK and GB on January 
15 (Sunday). According to the AIOU 
spokesperson, the admissions of 
matriculation, middle-tech, interme-
diate, I Com and certificate courses 
offered in the first phase will contin-
ue till February 21, while admissions 
to BS (face-to-face), MS, MPhil and 
PhD programs will be accepted from 
January 15 to February 15, 2023. Ad-
missions in the second phase will be 
offered from March 1, 2023, which 
includes teacher training programs, 

associate degree (BA) and BS (ODL) 
programs. Prospectus and admis-
sion application forms for all the pro-
grams will be available online on the 
university website (www.aiou.edu.
pk) on January 15. Admission to BS 
(face-to-face), MS/MPhil and PhD 
programs can only be applied via the 
online system, whereas admission 
application forms for matriculation, 
intermediate and I Com can be sub-
mitted manually as well as via online 
mode. In the case of online submis-
sion of admission application forms, 
the candidates are not required to 
dispatch printed application forms to 
the university. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Energy (Power Division) Engr Khu-
rram Dastgir Khan�on Monday said 
that incumbent government would 
work with the coalition partners to 
strengthen democracy in the coun-
try. Talking to ptv news channel, the 
minister said,”Facilitation of flood 
victims is the top priority of the Fed-
eral Government, and we are work-
ing with the coalition partners in this 
regard.” Clearing the air over the 
energy conservation plan, he said 
that consultations were done before 
taking the decision, adding that the 

trading community was informed on 
the matter. Orders had been issued 
to reduce electricity consumption by 
30% in all ministries and divisions, 
he added. Criticizing the previous 
government led by Imran Khan, the 
federal minister said that the PTI 
was responsible for the reduction in 
the production of wheat and sugar, 
which was a major reason for the 
price hike in consumable commod-
ities. The worst floods destroyed 
standing crops and infrastructure, 
which further contributed to infla-
tion, he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A spokesman for the 
Regional Office of Sui Northern 
Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) on 
Monday said the department was 
‘successfully managing’ to provide 
‘adequate gas supply’ to all con-
sumers of the federal capital terri-
tory, despite a massive increase in 
commodity consumption during the 
prevailing cold weather. Respond-
ing to a news item appearing in a 
section of the media about low gas 
pressure in some localities of Islam-
abad, he said a special Control Room 
had been established at the regional 
office to ensure speedy rectification 
of consumer complaints related to 
low gas pressure. “The facility is op-
erating round-the-clock.” “We have 

not so far received any low-pres-
sure complaint from sector G-10/3 
Islamabad,” he said, assuring that 
the company would resolve the gas 
pressure-related complaints, once it 
received from “valued consumers.” 
“Consumers can lodge their com-
plaints at the Call Center at 1199 and 
Control Room’s landlines number 
051-9257774 so that the emergen-
cy team is dispatched to resolve the 
issue,” the spokesman said. He said 
the company was making all-out ef-
forts to ensure the provision of gas 
supply to domestic consumers, espe-
cially during meal timings. However, 
the spokesman advised the consum-
ers to use alternative options for 
heating purposes. (APP)

LAHORE: Punjab food department 
has decided to increase flour supply 
in market. A spokesman of the depart-
ment said on Monday that the depart-
ment had sufficient wheat stock. He 
said per day quota of wheat had been 
increased from 21,000 to 26,000 met-
ric tons. Spokesman said that 1000 

trucking points had been set up to 
ensure of flour to people besides dou-
bling the capacity of sale points. Flour 
mills would be provided 26,000 tons 
of official wheat, he added. Previously 
1474000 flour bags of 10 kg were be-
ing provided, now the bags had been 
increased to 1820000, he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Over 2500 fire incidents 
took place in the Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
during the past year in which 37 peo-
ple lost their lives, while nearly 1700 
structures suffered damages in the 
Kashmir valley. According to details 
shared by the Fire & Emergency Ser-
vices, Kashmir, the highest number of 
fire incidents was reported from Sri-
nagar in which 414 structures were 
damaged, while five people lost their 
lives. As per district-wise break-up, 
Srinagar recorded 566 fire incidents 
from January to December 2022, in 
which 414 structures as well as 33 
shops and 13 shopping complexes suf-
fered damages. Also, during the said 
period, in Srinagar, five people were 
killed and three others were left in-
jured. In the district, 14 vehicles were 
damaged in the fire incidents, while 
59 electric transformers were also 
involved in the incidents of blaze. In 
District Budgam, officials said, 219 fire 
incidents were reported in which 112 
structures were damaged apart from 
10 shops and 12 shopping complex-
es. In the incidents of fire in the dis-
trict, 6 vehicles and 15 electric trans-
formers were also damaged. In the 
district Ganderbal, 173 fire incidents 
were reported with one death while 85 
structures, 15 shops, 3 vehicles and 10 

electric transformers suffered damag-
es. Similarly, Islamabad witnessed 271 
fire incidents in which three people 
lost their lives, while two others were 
reported injured. During the period, 
219 structures were damaged apart 
from 44 shops, 2 shopping complexes, 
4 vehicles and 12 electric transform-
ers. In Pulwama, 219 fire incidents 
were reported during the period, in 
which six persons lost their lives and 
111 structures were damaged. More-
over, 27 shops, 3 shopping complexes, 
4 vehicles and 9 electric transformers 
also sustained damages. In Shopian, 
94 fire incidents, the lowest in en-
tire Kashmir, were reported in which 
four people lost their lives, while 77 
structures, 12 shops, one vehicle and 
seven electric transformers were dam-
aged. In Kulgam, 145 incidents of fire 
were reported, in which nine people 
lost their lives while 99 structures, 16 
shops, two shopping complexes, two 
vehicles and nine electric transformers 
sustained damages. District Baramu-
lla witnessed 406 fire incidents, four 
deaths and damages to 241 structures. 
The Kupwara district reported 328 fire 
incidents, four deaths and damages to 
221 structures. The Bandipora district 
witnessed 163 fire incidents, result-
ing in one death, and damages to 120 
structures. (APP)

KARACHI: Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister on Industries and Produc-
tion, Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi, on 
Monday, termed professional train-
ing an essential part of career devel-
opment and assured all-out support 
for the advancement of the Pakistan 
Institute of Management. He ex-
pressed the views while presiding 
over a meeting during his visit to the 
Pakistan Institute of Management 
(PIM) Karachi for reviewing the per-
formance of the institute, said a state-
ment issued here.  Tasneem Qureshi, 
while emphasizing the significance 
of training, said that human resource 
development should be an essential 

part of every public or private sector 
entity. Training had never been so es-
sential in the pre-COVID era but now 
it has become very necessary to equip 
the staff with necessary skills and 
skills development through training, 
he maintained. The SAPM expressed 
satisfaction over the performance of 
the Pakistan Institute of Management 
and applauded the achievements of 
the institute. He also assured com-
plete support for further development 
of the state-owned training institute 
of Pakistan that had been training the 
manpower of government organiza-
tions, armed forces, and multination-
al and private organizations. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Police claimed on Mon-
day to have arrest five kite dealers and 
recovered more than 4700 kites  and 
other paraphernalia from their posses-
sion. On a tip-off, Mansoorabad police 
conducted a raid in Chak No.203-RB 
Mannanwala and arrested a kite-dealer 
Muhammad Afzal along with 3500 kites 
and other items. Similarly, D-Type Col-
ony police nabbed three kite-dealers in-

cluding Maqbool, Hammad and Sham-
raiz from Boota Chowk and Dagranwan 
Road and recovered more than 1200 
kites and other paraphernalia from their 
possession. Ghulam Muhammad Abad 
police arrested a kite-dealer Akram from 
Subhan Allah Chowk and recovered 
dozens of kites and chemically-coated 
string from his possession. All the ac-
cused were locked behind bars. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The inflow of remit-
tances under Roshan Digital Account 
(RDA) rose to US $7.576 billion by the 
end of December 2022 as compared to 
US $5.436 billion by November end, 
according to the latest data released by 
the State Bank of Pakistan.  The data 
showed that the inflows of remittances 
during the month of December were 
recorded at US$ 140 million as com-

pared to US$ 141 million in November 
and US$ 146 million in October 2022. 
Roshan Digital Account (RDA) was 
launched by the State Bank of Pakistan 
in collaboration with commercial banks 
operating in the country. These accounts 
provide innovative banking solutions 
to millions of Non-Resident Pakistanis 
(NRPs), including Non-Resident Paki-
stan Origin Card (POC) holders. (APP)

Youth killed,three  
injured in accident

36 criminals arrested 
with drugs, weapons

SSU commandos bag 
medals Karate C’ship

Old enmity claims life

Nine food points penalized

DC for strict security measures at wheat flour stalls

Govt fixes price of 54 medicines

SARGODHA: A youth was killed 
while three others sustained in-
juries in a collision between two 
motorcycles in the jurisdiction of 
Tarkhanawala police station here 
on Monday. According to police,Ah-
san,18, resident of Shahdara village 
along with his friends Fazal and 
Umair were traveling towards Fa-
rooka on a bike when the two-wheel-
er collided with another bike while 
overtaking a tractor trolley near 
Azmatwala pull. Consequently,Ah-
san suffered head injuries and died 
on the spot while others Umair,-
Fazal, Ghazanfar sustained minor 
injuries. Rescue team shifted the 
vicitms to Rural Health Center. Po-
lice were investigating.(APP)

SARGODHA: Sargodha Police on 
Monday arrested 36 criminals, be-
sides recovering drugs and weapons 
from their possession during the last 
24 hours. The raiding teams arrest-
ed 15 notorious proclaimed offend-
ers,five court absconders,two drug 
peddlers, six gamblers, four weapon 
holders,and three others over vari-
ous violations. The teams recovered 
220 litres liquor, 350 grams hash-
ish,four pistols and rounds from 
them. The accused were identified 
as Saleem, Shahid, Shoaib, Shabeer, 
Sohail, Kaleem, Akram, Ikraam, 
Younis Masih, Wahid, Ali Ahmed, 
Taimoor, Allah Ditta, Zain, Nabeel, 
Hamza,Saqlain and others. Sepa-
rate cases were registered at con-
cerned police stations, police added.
(APP)

KARACHI: A team comprising Special 
Security Unit (SSU) commandos won 
three gold and two silver medals in In-
ternational Karate Organization (IKO) 
Matsushima Karate Championship at 
the 1st All Sindh Martial Arts Festival 
2023. According to a spokesman for 
SSU on Monday, SSU commandos 
Yousuf Shah, Hasnain Arif, and Khizar 
got gold while Ghulam Ali and Mu-
hammad Shabbir won silver medals 
in the event. The 1st All Sindh Martial 
Arts Festival 2023 was held in Hyder-
abad. (APP)

FAISALABAD: A young man was shot 
dead over an old enmity, in the jurisdic-
tion of Garh police station.  Police said 
on Monday that Rae Umar Daraz, res-
ident of Thatha Sajawal had an old ri-
valry with Jaffar etc. of the same local-
ity. In a fit of grudge, Jaffar along with 
his accomplices shot at and injured Rae 
Umar Daraz when was going on Reh-
may Shah Road. The victim was being 
shifted to hospital when he succumbed 
to his injuries on the way. The police 
took the body into custody and started 
investigation. (APP)

SARGODHA: Punjab Food Authority 
(PFA) on Monday imposed fines on 
nine food points and three milk-car-
rying vehicles for violating authority’s 
rules in the division. According to PFA 
officials, food safety teams conducted 
raids at 06 restaurants, a grocery store, 
an Ice cream shop and a bakery pro-
duction unit in the division and imposed 
fines amounting to Rs 131,000 on them 
over poor cleanliness arrangements, 
incomplete medical certificate and not 
following previous notices. Meanwhile, 
food safety teams under the supervi-
sion of PFA Deputy Director Shahbaz 
Sarwar, inspected various milk-carry-
ing vehicles on various roads of the city 
and imposed fines of Rs 6,000 on the 
owners of three vehicles. (APP)

HYDERABAD: Deputy Commission-
er Fuad Ghaffar Soomro on Monday 
issued orders to ensure strict security 
arrangements at wheat flour stalls set 
by the district administration across 
the district and asked all Assistant 
Commissioners to personally super-
vise the situation here. The district 
administration continued to supply 
wheat flour at stalls set up at 12 lo-
cations in all talukas of Hyderabad 
district where people were standing 
in long queues for the purchase of 
wheat flour at the government fixed 
rate of Rs. 650 per ten kilogram bag. 

As many as 1100 wheat flour bags 
were supplied to Fateh Chowk stall 
and 1000 bags to Shoro Goth stall by 
Gul Star Flour Mill. The DC asked all 
Assistant Commissioners to personal-
ly supervise flour sale at designated 
stalls and ensure provision of cheap 
“Atta” to general public. The Food 
Inspectors and Flour Mill staff were 
also present at the stall to ensure sale 
of flour at government fixed price. 
The Food department officials said, 
“sale of “Atta” will remain continued 
at the stalls for facilitation of the gen-
eral public.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has approved the price fixation 
of 54 medicines in order to give relief 
to the masses. According to an offi-
cial of the Ministry of National Health 
Services, the federal government has 
already approved the proposal to re-
duce the prices of 20 medicines by up 
to 30 percent. He said that the step 
would give relief to those patients 
suffering from various diseases and 
“who regularly need related medi-
cines for the treatment of blood pres-
sure, cancer, eye diseases, and other 
medical complications.” He said that 
the government was committed to 

take innovative steps to ensure the 
provision of the best medical care to 
the people of the country. He further 
said, “Unfortunately, the previous 
government had increased the prices 
of medicines by up to 700 percent.” 
He said that the incumbent govern-
ment was also committed to ensure 
transparency and merit in the affairs 
of the Drug Regulatory Authority of 
Pakistan (DRAP). He said that sev-
eral innovative steps had been taken 
in the health sector, and ensuring the 
provision of quality medicines to the 
people of the country was the top pri-
ority of the government. (APP)
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UK landlords on mortgage cliff edge as fixed-rate deals near end

 Oil demand to surge this year – trader

Nearly 40pc of German companies expect output decline in 2023

Oil inches higher after China opens borders, lifts fuel demand outlook

Swiss National Bank posts record $143bn loss in 2022

Britain becoming less attractive for investment, warn manufacturers

Shipping giant Evergreen gives mega 50-month bonuses to staff

LONDON: As Britain’s housing mar-
ket braces for a pivotal year, a cliff 
edge awaits the nation’s buy-to-let 
investors. More than a third of buy-
to-let fixed-rate mortgages are due 
to end in the next two years, leaving 
these landlords vulnerable to the 
highest interest rates since 2008. And 
almost one in six buy-to-let loans are 
floating deals, meaning payments are 
already rising as the Bank of England 
increases rates, according to DBRS 
Morningstar. “Borrowers of loans 
whose fixed-rate periods end within 
the next two years will feel the pinch 
earlier and more significantly as the 
loans move to a standard variable rate 

or are locked in at a higher interest 
rate,” Alejandro Tendero Delicado, 
analyst at DBRS Morningstar, wrote 
in a report. “They may face the brunt 
of higher interest rates in the medi-
um term once their fixed-rate periods 
end.” Landlords are more exposed to 
rising mortgage rates than other bor-
rowers, according to broker Savills 

Plc. That’s because many have inter-
est-only loans that feed through rate 
changes quickly. The average buy-to-
let mortgage could be fixed for two 
years at 6.27% on Jan 4, after reach-
ing highs of 6.9% in October when the 
government’s mini-budget sent rates 
spiralling. Buy-to-let loans aren’t set-
tling down as quickly as standard 
deals. “Over the last few months, we 
have witnessed a steep decline in the 
number of buy-to-let mortgage deals 
and have seen a number of landlords 
having to either sell up or raise rents,” 
said Daniel Chard, conveyancing so-
licitor at law firm Bird & Co Solici-
tors. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Global oil demand 
may rise sharply in 2023 if the world 
scraps the Covid-19 restrictions and 
lockdowns, says legendary hedge 
fund manager of Andurand Capital 
Management, Pierre Andurand. Ac-
cording to the investor, the demand 
for crude could surge by an estimat-
ed 4 million barrels, or 4%, this year. 
“What would a full China reopening 
mean for world oil demand growth? 
If demand came back to trend in 
2023, that would mean a demand 
growth of 4.6 million barrels a day vs 

2022, way above most analysts’ ex-
pectations of 1-2 mbd... Overall, the 
potential to see a surge of oil demand 
of 3-4% sometime in 2023 is there, 
assuming the world reopens fully,” 
Andurand stated. He added that he 

expects many power plants to switch 
from natural gas to oil this year, 
which would also lead to a rise in 
crude consumption. Andurand not-
ed, however, that the projected surge 
in oil demand would be limited by the 
growing popularity of electric vehi-
cles, as EVs reduce fuel consumption 
by about 600,000 barrels a day. Rus-
sia’s military operation in Ukraine, 
which led to unprecedented Western 
sanctions on Moscow, “could impact 
global demand by up to 300,000 bar-
rels a day,” he said. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Four out of ten German com-
panies expect business to shrink in 2023, 
a survey by the German Economic Insti-
tute (IW) showed on Monday, blaming 
high energy costs, supply chain issues 
and the continuing war in Ukraine. “The 
risk of a gas shortage in the 2022/23 win-
ter season is no longer as present as it 
was in the summer of 2022, and energy 
prices have also retreated since then. 
However, they remain at a high level and 
production disruptions cannot be ruled 
out,” the IW said in the survey seen by 
Reuters. “Moreover, it will only become 

clear in the course of 2023 how exten-
sive gas and energy supply can be built 
up for the next winter and the extent of 
any possible disruptions that could oc-
cur in 2023.” The survey of around 2,500 
companies showed that around a third 

of companies expect output to stagnate 
and the remaining quarter predict busi-
ness will grow. Germany s economy, 
Europe s largest, is forecast to shrink 
by 0.3% next year, the most among G7 
nations, according to the International 
Monetary Fund, hit by a sudden halt of 
gas flows from Russia, its former main 
supplier. The outlook is particularly 
bleak in the German construction sec-
tor, where more than half of companies 
surveyed by IW expect a decline in pro-
duction and just 15% anticipate more 
business. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Oil prices edged up 
on Monday, a day after travellers 
streamed into China following a re-
opening of borders that lifted the fuel 
demand outlook and partly offset con-
cerns of global recession. Brent crude 
futures had risen 53 cents, or 0.7%, to 
$79.10 a barrel by 0114 GMT while 
U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude 
was at $74.23 a barrel, up 46 cents, or 
0.6%. Hopes for less-aggressive U.S. 
interest rate rises are buoying financial 

markets and depressing the dollar. A 
weaker greenback makes dollar-de-
nominated commodities more afford-
able for investors holding other cur-
rencies. Both Brent and WTI tumbled 
more than 8% last week, their biggest 
weekly dives at the start of a year since 
2016. “Crude oil futures had their big-
gest weekly losses in a month due to 
recession fears as oil prices have been 
positively correlated with inflation 
since 2022, though China s reopen-

ing may buffer the decline in the near 
term,” CMC Markets analyst Tina 
Teng said in a note. China, the world s 
second-biggest oil consumer, opened 
its borders on Saturday for the first 
time in three years, buoying the out-
look for its demand for transportation 
fuels. Domestically, some 2 billion trips 
are expected during the Lunar New 
Year season, nearly double last year s 
movement and recovering to 70% of 
2019 levels, Beijing says. (Agencies)

ZURICH: The Swiss National Bank 
posted an annual loss of 132 billion 
Swiss francs ($143 billion) in 2022, 
it said on Monday, the biggest in its 
115-year history as falling stock and 
fixed-income markets hit the val-
ue of its share and bond portfolio. A 
strengthening Swiss franc also had a 
negative impact. Monday s provisional 
figure, which marked a reverse from 
a 26 billion franc profit in 2021, was 
far bigger than the previous record 
loss of 23 billion francs chalked up in 
2015. It is equivalent to slightly more 
than the annual GDP of Morocco. 
The SNB will release detailed annu-

al figures on March 6. It made a loss 
of 131 billion francs from its foreign 
currency positions - the more than 
800 billion francs in stocks and bonds 
it bought during a long campaign to 
weaken the Swiss franc. Global stock 
markets weakened and bond prices 
fell last year as central banks around 
the world, including the SNB, hiked 
interest rates to combat inflation. 
The strong Swiss franc - it rose above 
parity versus against the euro in July 
- led to exchange rate-related losses. 
The only positive was the SNB s gold 
holdings which stood at 1,040 tonnes 
at the end of 2021 and gained 400 mil-

lion francs in value during 2022. The 
2022 loss meant the central bank will 
not make its usual payout to the Swiss 
central and regional governments, 
it said. Last year the SNB paid out 6 
billion francs. Still, the loss is unlike-
ly to have an impact on SNB policy. It 
hiked interest rates three times in 2022 
as Chairman Thomas Jordan moved 
to stem high Swiss inflation, analysts 
said. “The SNB s colossal losses will 
not change its monetary policy at all,” 
said Karsten Junius, an economist at 
J.Safra Sarasin. “The high reputation 
of the SNB helps that it doesn t have to 
change anything.” (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain has become less 
competitive and less attractive to for-
eign investors as a result of soaring en-
ergy costs and recent political turmoil, 
manufacturers said in an industry sur-
vey released on Monday. The propor-
tion of manufacturers who think Britain 
is a competitive location halved to 31% 
from 63% a year ago, and 43% said Brit-
ain had become less attractive to over-

seas investors, according to the survey 
by Make UK, the main trade body for 
British manufacturers, and accountants 

PwC. The survey of 235 businesses took 
place from Nov. 1 to Nov. 22, when the 
turmoil of Liz Truss s short-lived gov-
ernment was fresh in people s minds, 
and 53% of firms said ongoing politi-
cal instability had damaged business 
confidence. This week finance minister 
Jeremy Hunt is due to outline plans to 
sharply scale back energy subsidies for 
businesses. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s Evergreen Marine 
Corp is celebrating a standout year 
by awarding stellar bonuses to some 
of its staff. The Taipei-based shipping 
company is handing out year-end bo-
nuses equal to 50 month’s salary, or 
more than four years’ pay, on average, 
according to a person familiar with the 
matter. The size of the windfall varies 
depending on an employee’s job grade 
and function and the outsized bonuses 
are only applicable for staff with Tai-
wan-based contracts, the person said, 
asking not to be identified because 

the details are private. Year-end bo-
nuses have always been based on the 
company’s performance for the year 
and the individual performance of 
employees, Evergreen Marine said in 
a statement Friday, declining to elab-
orate. Evergreen Marine’s largesse is 
the result of an unprecedented indus-
try-wide shipping boom over the past 
two years, driven by a pandemic-fu-
eled surge in demand for consumer 
goods and freight rates. The compa-
ny’s 2022 revenue is expected to soar 
to a record NT$634.6 billion (US$20.7 

billion), more than triple 2020 sales. 
Evergreen Marine, which attracted 
headlines for all the wrong reasons in 
early 2021 when a ship it operated got 
stuck in the Suez Canal, roiling sup-
ply chains, doled out bonuses of up to 
52 months’ salary, Taipei’s Economic 
Daily News reported last week. Some 
employees received payments of more 
than US$65,000 on Dec 30, the news 
outlet said, without disclosing where it 
got the information. Not all Evergreen 
Marine’s staff have been so lucky 
though. (Agencies)

Pakistan’s MARI announces latest gas  
discovery in Sindh 

Turkish foreign minister begins 5-nation Africa tour

Dollar slips on China re-opening and hopes  
of slower US rate hikes

Virus wave slowing China’s efforts to secure 
power for rebound

Eurozone economy forecast to shrink – FT

Goldman Sachs to begin slashing thousands  
of jobs midweek

LAHORE: The Mari Petroleum Com-
pany Limited (MARI) -- one of Paki-
stan’s largest petroleum exploration 
and production company - has an-
nounced the discovery of gas reserves 
from its exploratory well in Sindh on 
Monday. The company, in a notice sent 
to the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX), 
said it had made a gas discovery at its 
exploratory well Mari Ghazij-1, locat-
ed in Mari D&PL in Sindh Province. 
Accoridng to the notice, the well was 
spud-in on November 24, 2022 and 
successfully drilled down to the depth 
of 1,015 meters. “The gas flow rate 
established through Drill Stem Test 
(DST) is 5.1 million standard cubic 

feet per day (mmscfd) with Wellhead 
Flowing Pressure (WHFP) of 232 
pounds per square inch (Psi) at 64/64 
inch choke size. The notice said the 
company plans to appraise the discov-
ery to prove its extent and, in parallel, 
evaluate its development options,” 
added the notice. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu began his five-na-
tion Africa tour on Sunday, starting 
with South Africa. “We started our 
South African contacts by visiting the 

Nurul Hamidiye Mosque, named after 
Sultan Abdulhamid II, in Cape Town, 
whose restoration works were under-
taken by TIKA (Turkish Cooperation 
and Coordination Agency). (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: The U.S. dollar was on 
the back foot on Monday as China s 
re-opening of its borders, and increas-
ing hopes of the Federal Reserve slow-
ing the pace of its interest rate hikes 
boosted risk sentiment. Sterling was 
on the charge again on Monday, gain-
ing 0.42% to $1.2143, after spiking 
1.5% on Friday. The euro was up 0.28% 
at $1.0674, after closing 1.17% higher 
on Friday. U.S. data showed a jump 
in the workforce and easing wage 
growth, while there were further signs 
of an economy slowing down, with the 
services industry activity contracting 
for the first time in more than 2-1/2 

years in December. “Data on Friday 
gave market some hope that perhaps 
the U.S. is slowing down and the Fed 
does not need to a lot more,” said Moh 
Siong Sim, currency strategist at Bank 
of Singapore. “But the jury is still out 
whether we are really heading towards 
a soft landing scenario.” (Agencies)

BEIJING: The virus wave sweeping 
China is delaying efforts to make 
sure the country’s coal-fired plants 
can secure all the fuel they need to 
prevent power shortages when the 
economy rebounds. Plans to have 
mines and electricity generators 
sign medium- and long-term supply 
deals are well past an original Nov 

25 deadline, industry media Coal 
Network Viewpoint reported. The 
National Development and Reform 
Commission has issued three notices 
urging parties to speed up the pro-
cess, the most recent of which came 
out last Thursday, saying contracted 
volumes are about 17% short of tar-
gets, according to the report. The 
main culprit behind the delays is the 
surge in Covid-19 infections, Coal 
Network Viewpoint said. Hundreds 
of millions of people have contracted 
the disease since Beijing dismantled 
Covid Zero last month, pressuring 
the health system and creating lo-
gistical headaches for companies up 
and down supply chains. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The lingering energy 
crisis is expected to cause further re-
cession in the Eurozone this year, the 
Financial Times has reported, citing 
economists. According to the report, 
prices in the region will rise by an av-
erage of over 6%, and the unemploy-
ment rate will increase from the cur-
rent 6.5% to 7.1% by the end of 2023. 
High inflation and energy shortages 
will lead to a further decline in pro-
duction and worsen the situation in 
the labor market. Subsequently, by 

the end of the year, the Eurozone 
economy will shrink by 0.01%. “Gas 
markets in Europe remain a key risk. 
Additional supply disruptions, or a 
particularly cold winter, could lead to 
renewed tensions and prices rising 
again, forcing another round of ad-
aptation and demand destruction,” 
Chiara Zangarelli, an economist at 
Morgan Stanley, was cited as saying. 
The energy crisis in the EU worsened 
over the summer when sanctions and 
technical setbacks led to the first in-
terruptions in gas supplies from Rus-
sia. While most economists have said 
that Europe is past the worst of the 
energy crisis this year, many worry 
that the prospect of energy rationing 
could return next heating season, es-
pecially if the upcoming months are 
cold and cause increased tapping of 
gas reserves. (Agencies)

MANHATTAN: Goldman Sachs 
Group will start cutting thousands 
of jobs across the firm from Wednes-
day, two sources familiar with the 
move said, as it prepares for a tough 
economic environment. The job cuts 
are expected to be just over 3,000, 
one of the sources said, but the final 
number is yet to be determined. The 
sources could not be named as the 
information was not yet public dis-
closure. Goldman Sachs declined to 
comment. Bloomberg News reported 
on Sunday that Goldman would elim-
inate about 3,200 positions. Goldman 
had 49,100 employees at the end of 
the third quarter, after adding sig-
nificant numbers of staff during the 

coronavirus pandemic. read more 
The layoffs are likely to affect most 
major divisions of the banks but 
should centre on Goldman Sachs s 
investment banking division, one of 
the sources said. Institutional banks 
have suffered a major slowdown in 
corporate deals as a result of volatile 
global financial markets. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Doubts about business and 
financial matters might weigh on 
your mind now, Aries, so much so 
that they invade your dreams. The 
dreams are only a reflection of your 
worries - they aren’t prophetic. Your 
situation is probably better than it 
seems on the surface.
– TAURUS: A scheduling conflict may 
come up today, Taurus. A business 
engagement could interfere with a so-
cial event. You might doubt whether 
you can attend both, but if you plan 
carefully, it should be OK.
– GEMINI: Confusing communica-
tions could be the pattern for today, 
Gemini. Some paperwork you need to 
do for a task might be delayed - hung 
up in the mail or filed in the wrong 
place. It might take a while to locate 
it, but it should turn up eventually.
– CANCER: Today you could doubt 
the amount of money you might get 
from a business transaction. If you 
can, verify this before starting any-
thing. You aren’t being told some-
thing. Personal relationships, partic-
ularly love and romance, should be 
stable and rewarding now.
– LEO: Business transactions that 
could take place in your home or per-
haps involve the home might seem a 
bit unclear today, Leo. Before agree-
ing to anything, read the fine print 

and verify all the facts about what 
you’re signing.
– VIRGO: You might get a lot of mixed 
messages from friends, relatives, and 
colleagues, Virgo. They may say one 
thing while you sense that they mean 
something else. Insist on hearing how 
they really feel.
– LIBRA: Today you might not feel 
secure about your financial situation, 
Libra, and get a little nervous. Discon-
certing information in the news about 
the general state of the world econo-
my might have planted some unset-
tling seeds in your mind.
– SCORPIO: Some unsettling news 
about your work situation might 
reach you today and make you wor-
ried, Scorpio. You might question 
your future in this field and possibly 
consider a change. Consider it, by all 
means, but this isn’t the day to make 
a final decision of any kind.
– SAGITTARIUS: You’re a logical per-
son, Sagittarius. When insights come 
to you through ESP, you tend to doubt 
their validity. Don’t do this. If a feeling 
is particularly strong, go with it. Don’t 
write it off because it seems illogical.
– CAPRICORN: Doubts about a 
friend’s motives could plague you 
today, Capricorn. This person seems 
to be acting strangely and isn’t com-
municating. This probably has little if 
anything to do with you. This person 
has issues that he or she is having 
trouble with.
– ACQUARIUS: A friend or fami-
ly member might act strangely and 
seem distracted. You may wonder if 
he or she is upset with you. This prob-
ably isn’t the case. This person has is-
sues that need attention. Allow them 
some space.
– PISCES: Too much reading might 
have you experiencing eyestrain and 
possibly headaches, Pisces. It might 
help to have your eyes checked, but 
it’s probably just too much stress. You 
might have some trouble focusing on 
whatever work you do today, but this 
is only a temporary condition.
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Australian Open no-show fuels fears for Osaka’s tennis future

Man City crush Chelsea in FA Cup, Stevenage stun Villa

MMA world pays tribute to ‘precious soul’ Victoria Lee

Napoli down Sampdoria 2-0 to stretch Serie A lead as Milan draw

Jon Rahm wins a stunner at Kapalua after Morikawa wipeout

Winter sports bolstering rural economy in northern districts of KP

Green Falcons ready for crunch Arabian Gulf Cup clash with Iraq

TOKYO: Naomi Osaka has not played a 
tennis match since September and her 
withdrawal from next week’s Austra-
lian Open has raised concerns that the 
former world No. 1 may never appear 
on court again. Osaka’s social media 
accounts have stayed silent since Ten-
nis Australia tweeted on Sunday that 
the two-time Melbourne champion 
would miss the first Grand Slam of the 
year, giving no reason for her absence. 
Osaka’s posts over the past few months 
have shown her traveling in Europe 
with her boyfriend, the rapper Cordae, 
and announcing that her sports man-

agement agency had signed up world 
No. 2 Ons Jabeur. But there has been 
little evidence of the Japanese play-
er spending time practicing on court, 
fueling speculation that the four-time 
Grand Slam champion’s tennis career 

could be over at the age of 25. Tennis 
writer Ben Rothenberg, who has au-
thored a biography of Osaka due out 
later this year, believes she has already 
taken a “meaningful step back” from 
the sport and is deliberately keeping 
quiet. “I think she might want to be 
opaque about it because she doesn’t 
want to put a label on it necessarily,” he 
told AFP. “I don’t think she would use 
the word ‘retiring’, but if she was step-
ping away from the sport for a while  
and it could be for any length of time  
I don’t know that she would want to 
speak that out loud. (Agencies)

MANCHESTER: Manchester City 
cruised to a 4-0 win at home to Chelsea 
in the third round of the FA Cup on Sun-
day, enjoying their third successive win 
over Graham Potter s side in the space 
of two months. Elsewhere, League Two 
(fourth tier) side Stevenage pulled off 
the shock of the weekend by winning 
2-1 at Premier League Aston Villa, scor-
ing two goals in the final few minutes. 
Riyad Mahrez whipped in a free kick 
to put City in front in the 23rd minute, 

having scored the only goal in the 1-0 
victory at Stamford Bridge in the Pre-
mier League on Thursday and in the 

2-0 success over Chelsea in the League 
Cup in November. Newly-crowned 
World Cup winner Julian Alvarez dou-
bled their lead on the half-hour mark, 
the Argentina striker converting a 
penalty after a VAR review spotted a 
handball from Kai Havertz. Phil Foden 
completed a slick team move involv-
ing England team mate Kyle Walker 
to score City s third in the 38th minute 
and effectively ending the game as a 
contest. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: The death of 18-year-
old rising MMA star Victoria “The 
Prodigy” Lee, announced at the 
weekend, has prompted an outpour-
ing of tributes from people associat-
ed with the sport. Asia-based ONE 
MMA Championship chief Chatri Si-
tyodtong said he was “heartbroken” 
by Lee’s passing and that he would 
remember her “for the beautiful and 
precious soul that she was”. Lee came 
from a family of champion MMA 
fighters – her older sister Angela is 
the ONE Championship atomweight 
world title holder while her brother 
Christian holds the ONE lightweight 

title. “I first met Victoria when she was 
11 years old. I watched her blossom 
over the years as a martial artist and 
a human being,” Sityodtong wrote on 
his Facebook page yesterday. Indi-
an-Canadian mixed martial arts star 

Gurdarshan Mangat tweeted: “This 
one is tough. Her energy was felt 
whether you knew her or not. “She 
was destined for greatness. I just pray 
she knew that before she left us. That 
she truly was a light.” Lee died on 
Boxing Day but was only announced 
late Saturday by her sister Angela on 
Instagram. “We miss you so much sis. 
More than you could ever realise,” 
Angela wrote. “We’re all broken. Be-
cause a piece of you was in each of us 
and when you left, those pieces were 
ripped out of us. We will never be the 
same.” The cause of death was not re-
vealed by her family. (Agencies)

MILAN: Despite missing an early pen-
alty, Napoli bounced back from their 
first league defeat of the season to beat 
10-man Sampdoria 2-0 and extend 
their lead at the top of Serie A. In an 
emotional match at Stadio Luigi Fer-
raris, Victor Osimhen opened the scor-
ing in the 19th minute after Matteo Pol-
itano had seen his penalty saved. Any 
chance Sampdoria had of getting back 

into the match diminished when Tomas 
Rincon was sent off shortly before half-
time and Napoli sealed the result with 
another penalty. Napoli moved seven 
points clear of second-placed Juventus 
and defending champion AC Milan, 
who were held to a 2-2 draw at home 
by Roma following two late goals from 
the visitors. Clashes took place earlier 
in the day between Roma fans travel-

ing to Milan and Napoli supporters 
heading to Genoa. Around 300 fans 
were involved, throwing flares, stones 
and other objects at each other, causing 
part of the motorway to be closed and 
lengthy lines to form. There were vid-
eo tributes before the match to former 
Sampdoria players Gianluca Vialli and 
Sinisa MiHajjlovic, who both died re-
cently.  (Agencies)

KAPALUA: Jon Rahm began the bold 
new year on the PGA Tour by coming 
from seven shots behind to win the 
Sentry Tournament of Champions 
on Sunday with plenty of help from 
Collin Morikawa, who had a spec-
tacular wipeout even by Maui stan-
dards. Rahm was six shots behind 
on the 13th hole at Kapalua when he 
ran off three straight birdies and a 
12-foot eagle putt, and his final bird-
ie gave him a 10-under 63. Morikawa 
had gone 67 holes without a bogey on 

the Plantation Course when it all fell 
apart with his wedges and his putter, 
the two areas that had carried him to 
a six-shot lead at the start of the day. 

From 25 yards short of the 14th green, 
he blasted out of a bunker and over the 
green. He muffed a wedge from a tight 
lie with the grain of grass into him on 
the par-5 15th. His wedge to the 16th 
didn’t go far enough and rolled some 
60 feet back into the fairway. Mori-
kawa looked to be in a state of shock 
as he walked down the 17th fairway, 
leading by as many as seven shots 
during the final round and suddenly 
finding himself two shots behind and 
running out of hope. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: Besides being the home 
to the Ghandhara civilization, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s northern districts are 
most suitable for winter snow sports 
due to their unique snowfall feature, 
skiing, and adventure, which have 
been attracting thousands of tourists 
of different cultures every year amid 
great fun and excitement. The snow 
sports extravaganza become a great 
source of attraction for domestic and 
foreign tourists being held regularly 
at Abbottabad, Mansehra, Swat, Dir, 
and Chitral in January-February every 
year, making a positive impact on the 
economy of rural areas and enhanc-
ing the country’s image of being tour-
ists friendly destination in the world. 
The first major snow sports event 
was recently held at Parwak village 

in Upper Chitral where thrilling ‘ice 
hockey’ matches were played among 
different teams amid great fun and 
laughter. The players of the Fox and 
Snow Leopard teams received warm 
applause from the spectators, skiers, 
skaters, snowboarders, and adventure 
enthusiasts. Kaghalasht snow festival 
has also attracted a large number of 
tourists at Upper Dir where thousands 
of skiers, skaters, snowboarders, 
hikers, adventurers, mountaineers, 

athletes, musicians, and foodies en-
tertained visitors amid great funfair 
and cultural events. Free mountain 
bike, bicycle races, archery, and rock 
climbing have added colors to the Up-
per Chitral festival. KP’s snow-clad 
mountainous valleys including Kalam, 
Madain, Gabin Jabba, Malam Jabba, 
and Mahudhand in Swat; Nathiagali, 
Ayubia, Khanuspoor in Abbottabad; 
Naran, and Kaghan in Mansehra; 
Kumrat in Upper Dir; and Chitral 
Lower have drawn an influx of tour-
ists, hikers, and skiing lovers to enjoy 
different snow games including ski-
ing, skating, throw ball, snow kabad-
di, tug of war, archery, karate, moun-
tain biking, cycle race, snow rugby, 
besides trout fish and ancient heritage 
of Ghandhara civilization. (Agencies)

BASRA: Saudi Arabia concluded 
on Sunday preparations for their 
match against Iraq in the second round 
of matches at the Arabian Gulf Cup on 
Monday. It is the Green Falcon’s sec-
ond Group A match in the tournament, 
which will be held at Basra Internation-
al Stadium. The training session was 
held at Al-Fayhaa Stadium in Basra, 
under the supervision of coach Saad 
Al-Shehri and technical staff. Assistant 

technical director Ahmed Al-Ruwaie 
explained during a press conference 
after the session that the Saudi players 
will be used to the hostile and partizan 
atmosphere from Iraq fans in what is 
expected to be a full stadium. “We start-
ed working directly for (Monday’s) 
match, which undoubtedly will not 
be easy, given that the Iraqi national 
team is technically strong, and has the 
ground and the support,” Al-Ruwaie 

said. “But in modern football, technical 
readings and analysis is involved, so 
we will be fully prepared,” he added. 
He also spoke about correcting tech-
nical errors that Saudi Arabia showed 
at times during the last match against 
Yemen, adding: “Certainly, work is al-
ways done to correct errors and avoid 
falling into them, which is something 
that occurs in football, we take it step 
by step.” (Agencies)

Pakistan aim to kick off World Cup preparations 
with New Zealand ODIs

Mbappe defends ‘legend’ Zidane amid FFF 
boss’ comments 

KARACHI: It is the year of the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup and Pakistan 
is scheduled to play at least 11 One-
Day Internationals and the ACC Asia 
Cup before the mega event. They were 
locked on points with eventual run-
ners-up New Zealand in the ICC Crick-
et World Cup 2019 at the end of the 
round-robin but could not go through 
the last four because of a lower net run 
rate. The Babar Azam-captained side 
would want to better that in the 2023 
edition and that they have had a good 
form in 50-over cricket augurs well. Pa-
kistan won all three series they played 
in 2022 against Australia, the West In-
dies, and the Netherlands. They white-
washed the last two oppositions in 
Multan and Rotterdam, winning eight 
straight matches. Their first ODI as-
signment is against the Kiwis on Mon-
day as they play them in three matches, 
which are part of the ICC Men’s Cricket 

World Cup Super League. Though Pa-
kistan is ranked sixth and New Zea-
land second on the 13-team points table 
from which the top seven sides and In-
dia secure automatic qualification, they 
are separated by only 10 points. With 
top-ranked India at 139 points, if Paki-
stan is able to stretch their red-hot form 
with a series-cleaning streak and beat 
New Zealand 3-0, in what is their final 
series of the cycle, they would summit 
the table. Babar Azam has said, “It is the 
year of the World Cup and we start our 
preparations for the tournament with 
this series. We are in good form in 50-
over cricket and we want to ensure that 
we stretch it into 2023. Our ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup Super League did 
not begin as per our expectations but 
it was the team’s never-say-die attitude 
that has seen us to eight consecutive 
wins and a near-excellent ODI record 
in 2022. (APP)

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe yesterday blast-
ed as “disrespectful” comments made 
by the head of the French football fed-
eration (FFF) concerning former inter-
national Zinedine Zidane, with the PSG 
superstar describing his fellow World 
Cup winner as a “legend”. “Zinedine 
Zidane, I wouldn’t even have taken his 
call on the phone,” FFF president Noel 
Le Graet quipped dismissively in an 
interview on French radio when asked 
whether Zidane had called him to ex-
press an interest in taking over as coach 
from Didier Deschamps. Deschamps’ 
contract expired after the World Cup 
in Qatar where reigning champions 
France lost to Argentina in a penalty 

shootout after a thrilling final on Dec 
18. However, Deschamps on Saturday 
signed a new deal until the 2026 World 
Cup. Asked whether Zidane, who won 
the 1998 World Cup as a player along-
side Deschamps and was a runner-up 
in 2006, had called him in recent days, 
Le Graet dismissed the former Real Ma-
drid coach as having been a potential 
candidate. (Agencies)
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ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia has re-
vived Pakistan’s pre-pandemic Hajj 
quota of 179,210 pilgrims with the 
draft of annual Hajj agreement re-
moving the upper age limit of 65 
years. The Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith Harmony’s 
Spokesperson Muhammad Umar 
Butt informed APP that Minister 
Mufti Abdul Shakoor had requested 
the Saudi authorities to further re-
duce the mandatory Hajj expenses.
It would help lessen the maximum 
burden on the Pakistani pilgrims who 
wanted to perform Hajj, on which the 
Saudi Minister of Hajj and Umrah 
Dr Tawfiq Fawzan Al Rabiah gave a 
positive indicator into the matter, he 
added. The spokesperson said the 
minister who is on an official visit to 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia these days to 
attend the four-day Hajj Expo 2023 
- a major exhibition and conference 
– met Osama Samkari, chairman of 
a bus transport company Nicaba 
Sayarat and discussed provision of 
better travel facilities to the pilgrims 
in Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah. He 
informed that Mufti Abdul Shakoor 
met with his Saudi counterpart be-
sides other several important fig-

ures and visited various institutions. 
He said the participants briefed on 
modern Hajj arrangements and fa-
cilities in the light of Saudi Vision 
2030 in the conference. He said this 
year, it would be mandatory for Hajj 
applicants to have a bank account 
in Pakistan and a machine readable 
passport which should not be ex-
pired before December 26, for Hajj 
2023. Umar Butt said Hajj applica-
tions would likely to be called by the 
end of February and religious affairs 
minister would announce the final 
Hajj Policy 2023 after the cabinet’s 
approval. On this occasion, Secre-
tary Religious Affairs Dr Aftab Akbar 
Durrani, Saudi Ambassador to Paki-
stan Nawaf bin Said Al Maliki, Hajj 
Director Sajid Asdi and representa-
tive of Hajj Organisers Association of 
Pakistan (HOAP), an association of 
private Hajj scheme operators, were 
also present with the minister. (APP)

GENEVA: Pakistan is hosting an in-
ternational conference in Geneva 
with the help of the United Nations 
to generate international support for 
a $16bn rebuilding effort in the coun-
try following last year’s devastating 
floods. Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif and UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres kicked off 
the one-day event on Monday, being 
attended by officials from nearly 40 
other countries as well as private do-
nors and international financial insti-
tutions. The unprecedented floods 
caused by melting glaciers and re-
cord monsoon rains last year affect-
ed more than 33 million Pakistanis, 
killing more than 1,700 people and 

pushing about nine million others 
into poverty, according to the UN. 
Thousands of people are still living 
in open areas, tents and makeshift 
homes in Sindh and Balochistan, the 
two worst-hit provinces, with stag-
nant water still present in many ar-
eas. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s new foreign minis-
ter Qin Gang is starting his term with 
a weeklong trip to five African coun-
tries, its foreign ministry announced. 
Qin, who until recently was ambas-
sador to the United States, will visit 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Angola, Benin and 
Egypt from January 9 to 16, spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said at a daily 
media briefing on Monday. In Egypt, 
Qin will also meet the secretary-gen-
eral of the Arab League. The new for-
eign minister is following in the foot-
steps of his predecessors, who have 
for more than 30 years started each 
year with a trip to Africa. “It shows 
that China attaches great importance 
to the traditional friendship with Afri-
ca and the development of China-Af-
rica relations,” Wang said. Qin, 56, 
was appointed foreign minister on 
December 30. He succeeded Wang 
Yi, 69, who has replaced Yang Jiechi 

as the government’s top foreign poli-
cy official. Some commentators have 
called the China-Africa cooperation 
a symbiotic relationship from which 
both parties stand to gain. But there 
have also been controversies about 
a perceived “debt trap” and China’s 
“palace diplomacy” – funding huge 
infrastructure projects for African 
governments to secure influence 
within their ranks. And as the Unit-
ed States and France look to rebuild 
relationships with Africa just as Rus-
sia’s sphere of influence is widening, 
China has been strengthening its 
footing on the continent. The moves 
demonstrate the increased need to 
woo Africa at a time of growing glob-
al tension and a potential “new Cold 
War”, said Stephen Chan, a professor 
of world politics at the University of 
London’s School of Oriental and Afri-
can Studies (SOAS). (Agencies)

LONDON: British Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak has said he is willing to 
discuss pay rises for nurses ahead of 
a meeting with public sector trade 
union leaders in an effort to end the 
biggest wave of industrial disputes 
in decades. The United Kingdom’s 
National Health Service (NHS), long 
treasured and funded by taxpayers, 
delivers free care to all, but is under 
strain following years of relative un-
derinvestment and the fallout from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The strikes 
involving nurses and ambulance 
workers, staff shortages, and winter 
flu have led some hospitals to declare 
critical incidents. Patients are facing 

hours-long waits for ambulances, and 
some are being treated in corridors. 
Sunak, who is under increasing pres-
sure including from members of his 
Conservative Party to improve wage 
offers to healthcare staff, said the gov-
ernment was willing to have conver-
sations with union leaders about pay, 
despite ministers previously refusing 
to reopen talks about this year’s deal. 
“We want to have a reasonable, hon-
est, two-way conversation about pay,” 
Sunak told the BBC on Sunday. “The 
door has always been open to talk 
about the things that nurses want to 
talk about, and the unions want to talk 
about more generally.” (Agencies)

TelAviv: Israel yesterday praised the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE)’s decision 
to include studies on the Holocaust in 
the secondary school curriculum, de-
scribing the move as “historic”. “In a 
historic decision, the UAE announced 
that the educational curriculum in its 
secondary schools will include teach-
ing the history of the Holocaust at the 
hands of the Nazi monster,” the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Arabic ac-
count wrote on Twitter. “The UAE’s de-
cision is a historical precedent, as it is 
the first Arab country to take this step, 
and its decision stands in the face of the 
Holocaust deniers,” the ministry add-
ed. Last Thursday, the UAE embassy in 
the United States said: “In the wake of 
the historic #AbrahamAccords, UAE 
will now include the Holocaust in the 
curriculum for primary and secondary 
schools.” The Times of Israel reported 
that the Tel Aviv- and London-based 
Institute for Monitoring Peace and 

Cultural Tolerance in School Educa-
tion (IMPACT-se) is working with the 
UAE Ministry of Education on educa-
tional standards, including assessing 
course content. This was preceded by 
a visit by the UAE Foreign Minister, 
Abdullah Bin Zayed, to the Holocaust 
Museum in the occupied city of Jerusa-
lem, during an official visit he made in 
mid-September. In May 2021, the UAE 
opened an exhibition to commemorate 
the Holocaust in Dubai. Abu Dhabi es-
tablished official relations with Israel 
as part of the Abraham Accords bro-
kered by the United States in Septem-
ber 2020. (Agencies)
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Iran sentences three more to death over Amini protests
TEHRAN: Iran has sentenced to 
death three people accused of killing 
three members of the security forces 
during the protests triggered by the 
death of Mahsa Amini, the judiciary 
said Monday. The Islamic republic has 
been rocked by civil unrest since the 
September 16 death of Kurdish Irani-
an Amini, 22, following her arrest for 
allegedly violating Iran’s strict dress 
code for women. The latest sentences, 
which can still be appealed, bring to 17 
the total number of people condemned 
to death in connection with the more 
than three months of protests. Four 
of those convicted have been execut-
ed and two others are on death row 

after their sentences were upheld by 
the country’s supreme court. Saleh 
Mirhashemi, Majid Kazemi and Saeed 
Yaghoubi were sentenced to death on 
charges of “moharebeh” — or waging 
“war against God” — the judiciary’s 
Mizan Online news website reported. 
Two others were handed prison terms 

for the incident that led to the deaths 
of three security force members in the 
central province of Isfahan on Novem-
ber 16, Mizan said. All the sentences 
can be appealed before the supreme 
court, it added. On Saturday, Iran ex-
ecuted Mohammad Mehdi Karami and 
Seyed Mohammad Hosseini for killing 
a paramilitary force member in No-
vember in Karaj west of Tehran. Two 
other men, Mohsen Shekari and Ma-
jidreza Rahnavard, were put to death 
in December after being convicted of 
separate attacks on security forces. 
The executions have sparked global 
outrage and new Western sanctions 
against Tehran. (Agencies)

Dozens killed after buses 
collide in central Senegal

Plans for F1 teams to 
relocate HQs to 

Saudi Arabia

Qatar sees increase in 
foreign reserves

Israel: senior officer slams 
plan to modernise army

DAKAR: At least 40 people have been 
killed and 87 injured after two buses 
collided near Kaffrine in central Sen-
egal. The accident took place on the 
Number 1 national road at 3:15am 
(03:15 GMT) on Sunday. President 
Macky Sall said 40 people were killed 
in the “grave” accident and announced 
three days of national mourning. The 
bus, with a 60-seat capacity, was head-
ing to Rosso near the border with Mau-
ritania, the fire brigade said, adding 
that the number of people on board 
was unknown. “It was a serious ac-
cident,” Colonel Cheikh Fall, head of 
operations at the National Fire Brigade, 
told AFP news agency, adding that 87 
people had been injured in the inci-
dent. Victims were taken to a hospital 
and medical centre in Kaffrine, he said. 
The wreckage and demolished buses 
have since been cleared and normal 
traffic has resumed, said Fall. Public 
Prosecutor Cheikh Dieng said early 
investigations suggested that the acci-
dent happened when “a bus assigned 
to the public transport of passengers, 
following the bursting of a tyre, left 
its trajectory before colliding head-on 
with another bus coming in the oppo-
site direction”. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is looking 
to bring Formula 1 racing teams to 
the region, with its sights set on Mc-
Laren and Aston Martin to relocate 
their headquarters to the kingdom. 
Prince Khalid Bin Sultan Al-Faisal, 
president of the Saudi Automobile 
and Motor Federation reportedly 
wants to compete with Britain by 
becoming a major motor racing 
hub and hosting some of the top F1 
teams. Currently, Britain is home to 
seven of the 10 F1 teams. “We have 
big companies that can help the fu-
ture of motorsport,” he said in con-
versation with Motor Sport. Asked 
if he would see a F1 team move to 
the Middle East, he replied: “This is 
what we are hoping for and this is 
what we are working for.” “With all 
the investing we are doing in cars — 
the private investment fund bought 
shares in McLaren and Aston Mar-
tin — we are heading that way. 
Hopefully, we can open and bring 
headquarters to Saudi Arabia,” he 
added. Saudi Arabia’s sovereign 
wealth fund, the Public Investment 
Fund (PIF) currently holds stakes 
in the parent organisations of both 
McLaren and Aston Martin. The PIF 
is the second-largest stakeholder 
in the Aston Martin road car firm. 
(Agencies)

DOHA: Qatar Central Bank’s interna-
tional reserves and foreign currencies 
liquidity increased by 9.6 per cent in 
December 2022 on a year on year basis, 
Anadolu news agency has reported. The 
figure for last month stood at 230.026 
billion Qatari Riyals ($63.18bn), com-
pared with QR209.932bn ($57.66bn) in 
December 2021. On a monthly basis, 
Qatar’s foreign reserves increased last 
month by 2.7 per cent compared with 
November, reaching QR223.985bn 
($61.52bn). Indeed, Qatar’s foreign 
reserves have continued to rise on a 
monthly basis since March 2018. The 
Gulf nation has benefited from the 
record rise in global gas prices, espe-
cially since the beginning of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine crisis last February. Qatar is 
the world’s largest exporter of liquefied 
natural gas, and faces tough competi-
tion for market share around the world 
with the increase in exports from major 
suppliers such as Australia and the Unit-
ed States. (Agencies)

TelAviv: A senior Israeli army officer 
has criticised the plan of outgoing 
Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi to trans-
form the Israeli armed forces into 
a “deadly, effective and innovative 
army”, Kiba website has reported. 
The plan, claimed the anonymous of-
ficer, “Will lead to severe damage to 
the ground forces, as well as the num-
ber of troops and army reserves.” The 
officer claimed that Israel currently 
has a minimum number of troops 
in the face of more complex threats 
than those faced in earlier years. “We 
achieve goals in Syria, but in Leba-
non they quietly establish factories 
and continue to manufacture preci-
sion and long-range missiles, and we 
do not respond,” he said. “When the 
Lebanese Hezbollah possesses high 
precision missiles, the war will have 
a different outcome. It is important 
to increase the number of army re-
serves because it is an illusion to be-
lieve that the war will end in a quick 
victory.” He pointed out that tens of 
thousands of reservists have been 
demobilised, and brigades have been 
cut in size. “Even spare parts are an 
issue.” Israel, he indicated, has trans-
ferred the entire army budget to fund 
advanced technologies instead of 
maintaining its tanks. Last month, the 
Israeli media reported the high rate 
of young officers and soldiers short-
ening their army service, which is a 
“strategic threat” to the Israeli army 
that is “rarely” discussed. “The army 
has turned into a high-tech compa-
ny,” said the officer. According to Ko-
chavi’s plan, he explained, the Israeli 
army is supposed to become effective 
and innovative, possessing an offen-
sive capability and innovation in pro-
duction and development designed 
to meet future challenges. “All of this 
will be at the expense of the ground 
army, which in the end is the decisive 
factor on the battlefield.” (Agencies)
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