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CALIFORNIA: A general in the Cali-
fornia National Guard has reportedly 
been fired after internal investigations 
found that he had exploited troops for 
personal use, such as driving him to 
medical appointments and taking his 
mother grocery shopping. Brigadier 
General Jeffrey Magram will be in-
voluntarily transferred to the US Air 
Force retired reserve, a punishment 
that is “parallel” to a firing, the Los 
Angeles Times reported on Saturday, 
citing comments by California Na-
tional Guard spokesman Lt. Colonel 
Brandon Hill. He was removed “for 
cause” after two investigations by in-
spectors general substantiated allega-
tions against him, Hill added. “Your 
conduct has caused me to lose faith, 
trust and confidence in your ability to 
continue serving,” Major General Mat-
thew Beevers told Magram in a memo 
obtained by the Times. Beevers was 
appointed as the guard’s acting adju-

tant general after Magram’s former 
boss, Major General David Baldwin, 
retired last summer following report-
ing by the Times on alleged scandals 
in his ranks. Magram is the fifth gen-
eral from the 20,000-person guard to 

resign, retire or be fired amid allega-
tions of impropriety over the past four 
years, the newspaper said. Magram 
reportedly admitted to investigators 
that he had used subordinates to run 
errands. He argued that such tasks 
were consistent with the “wingman 
concept,” under which guard mem-
bers look out for one another. He add-
ed that if he had been informed about 
ethical concerns over such behavior, “I 
would have corrected or addressed it 
on the spot.”
However, an inspector general noted 
that the general had been told in 2017 
that having troops drive him to per-
sonal appointments was inappropri-
ate. He also was faulted for assigning 
a subordinate to work on his travel 
rewards accounts, and he failed to 
complete his cybersecurity training. 
Instead, Magram directed a staffer to 
complete the online course for him, 
the probe found. (Agencies)

US general fired after using troops for personal tasks – media WB maintains Pakistan’s GDP growth 
forecast at 2% for FY23

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank in its 
latest report has forecast Pakistan’s 
real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
to grow at 2.0% in the fiscal year 2022-
23 (FY23) which is the same as the 
projected in the October 2022 Paki-
stan Development Update. The World 
Bank, in its report Global Economic 
Prospects-January 2023 released on 
Tuesday, said Pakistan’s real GDP was 
projected at 2 percent in FY2022/23, 
half the pace that was anticipated last 
June. The report said in Pakistan, an 
already precarious economic situation, 
with low foreign exchange reserves 
and large fiscal and current account 
deficits, was exacerbated last August 
by severe flooding, which cost many 
lives. About one-third of the country’s 
land area was affected, damaging in-
frastructure, and directly affecting 
about 15 percent of the population. Re-
covery and reconstruction needs were 
expected to be 1.6 times the FY2022/23 
national development budget. It added 
the flooding was likely to have serious-
ly damaged agricultural production—
which accounts for 23 percent of GDP 
and 37 percent of employment—by 
disrupting the current and upcoming 
planting seasons and pushing between 
5.8 and 9 million people into poverty. 
Policy uncertainty further complicated 
the economic outlook. Pakistan, with 

low foreign exchange reserves and 
rising sovereign risk, saw its currency 
depreciate by 14 percent between June 
and December, and its country risk pre-
mium rise by 15 percentage points over 
this same period. Pakistan’s consumer 
price inflation reached 24.5 percent in 
December on an annual basis, recent-
ly coming off its highest rate since the 
1970s. The report said,”Pakistan faces 
challenging economic conditions, in-
cluding the repercussions of the recent 
flooding and continued policy and po-
litical uncertainty. As the country im-
plements policy measures to stabilize 
macroeconomic conditions, inflation-
ary pressures dissipate, and rebuilding 
begins following the floods, growth is 
expected pronounced than in much 
of the rest of the region, as adequate 
policy buffers have provided breathing 
room to support the ongoing recovery 
and boost public investment. Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka have had to tighten pol-
icies more rapidly in pursuit of macro-
economic stability. “The recent floods 
in Pakistan are estimated to have 
caused damage equivalent to about 
4.8 percent of GDP. Extreme weather 
events can exacerbate food depriva-
tion, cut the region off from essential 
supplies, destroy infrastructure, and di-
rectly impede agricultural production”, 
the report added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: British High Com-
missioner Dr Christian Turner on 
Tuesday said the United Kingdom 
had deep relations with Pakistan 
and had a strong desire for its eco-
nomic growth. Talking to a private 
television channel, he said the Brit-
ish government was supporting Pa-
kistan to bring improvement in  edu-
cation and other sectors. As regards 
climate change, Christian Turner 
said the whole South Asian region 
was bearing the brunt of global 
warming and climate change. Paki-

stan had suffered a lot due to floods 
in 2022. The citizens of UK had also 
faced hot days in summer season, 
he added. To a question about inter-
national cricket, he said a negative 
perception about Pakistan was pro-
moted around the world. However, 
today the security situation in Paki-
stan was much better than 10 years 
ago. To another query about visa 
policy, he said they were facilitating 
the applicants for study visa for get-
ting admission in the universities in 
the United Kingdom. (APP)

UK desires economic growth in Pakistan: British HC

Extreme weather caused $165 billion 
in US damage in 2022: officials

Washington: Major hurricanes, wild-
fires, tornadoes, drought, and a fierce 
winter storm caused more than $165 
billion in damage in the United States 
last year with climate change “super-
charging” some extreme weather, a US 
government report said Tuesday. The 
country experienced 18 separate bil-
lion-dollar weather and climate disas-
ters in 2022, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
said, with Hurricane Ian the most 
costly at nearly $113 billion. NOAA’s 
National Centers for Environmental 
Information (NCEI) said in a year-end 
report that 2022 tied 2017 and 2011 
for the most billion-dollar disasters in 
a calendar year, behind the 22 and 20 
separate billion-dollar events of 2020 
and 2021. The increasing number 
of extreme events “hints that the ex-
tremely high activity of recent years is 
becoming the new normal,” the NCEI 
said. With a major disasters price tag 
of more than $165 billion, 2022 ranked 
third in total costs behind 2017 (hurri-
canes Harvey and Irma) and 2005 (hur-
ricane Katrina), the NCEI said, and the 
figure could rise when the impact of a 
winter storm that hit the central and 
eastern US in December is fully fac-
tored in. The report noted that the fig-
ures do not reflect the total cost of last 
year’s US weather and climate events, 

only those associated with major di-
sasters that each caused more than $1 
billion in damages. The billion-dollar 
events accounted for about 85 percent 
of the total damage from all recorded 
US weather and climate events in 2022, 
it said. Hurricane Ian, which ravaged 
Florida in September, was far and away 
the most costly, causing $112.9 billion 
in damage and 152 deaths. A summer 
heat wave and drought which gripped 
large parts of the central and western 
United States was next, causing $22.2 
billion in damage, 136 deaths, and 
leaving reservoirs such as Lake Mead 
severely depleted.Other weather and 
climate disasters included wildfires in 
the western US and Alaska, flooding 
in Missouri and Kentucky, tornadoes 
across the southern and southeastern 
US, and the December winter storm. 
The 18 billion-dollar events resulted in 
at least 474 direct or indirect fatalities, 
the seventh most since 1980. The num-
ber and cost of weather and climate 
disasters were increasing, the NCEI 
said, due to a number of factors includ-
ing increased settlement in vulnerable 
areas like coasts and river floodplains. 
“Climate change is also supercharging 
the increasing frequency and intensity 
of certain types of extreme weather 
that lead to billion-dollar disasters,” it 
said. (Agencies)

Seoul: China suspended issuing 
short-term visas to South Koreans 
and Japanese on Tuesday, its em-

bassies in Seoul and Tokyo said.The 
measure was announced first in 
South Korea, which has introduced 

a host of new rules for visitors from 
China, including visa restrictions 
and testing requirements. (APP)

China halts short-term visas for S. Koreans, Japanese over Covid travel curbs

Oklahoma: A hundred Ukrainian 
soldiers are set to begin training on 
the Patriot missile system at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, “as soon as next week,” Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder confirmed 
Tuesday during a press briefing. The 
Army selected Fort Sill over training 
ranges in Europe because the Patri-
ot’s school house, which is normally 
a two-year training pipeline, is located 

at the Oklahoma post. “Once fielded 
the Patriot will contribute to Ukraine’s 
air defense capabilities and provide 
another capability to Ukrainian people 
to defend themselves against Russia’s 
ongoing aerial assaults,” Ryder said. 
The Pentagon announced in late 2022 
that it intended to provide a single Pa-
triot system to Ukrainian forces, as 
well as the required training to operate 

it. The 100 troops scheduled for train-
ing at Fort Sill are roughly the number 
that would be assigned to a U.S. Patri-
ot battery. This first rotation of troops 
is the only one currently planned, but 
“we will keep the dialogue open in 
terms of any potential future training,” 
Ryder said. “But right now the focus is 
on training these operators to operate 
the system.” (News Agencies)

Ukrainian troops heading to Oklahoma for Patriot missile training

Oklahoma: A hundred Ukrainian 
soldiers are set to begin training on 
the Patriot missile system at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, “as soon as next week,” Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder confirmed 
Tuesday during a press briefing. The 
Army selected Fort Sill over training 
ranges in Europe because the Patri-
ot’s school house, which is normally a 
two-year training pipeline, is located at 
the Oklahoma post. “Once fielded the 
Patriot will contribute to Ukraine’s air 
defense capabilities and provide an-

other capability to Ukrainian people to 
defend themselves against Russia’s on-
going aerial assaults,” Ryder said. The 
Pentagon announced in late 2022 that it 
intended to provide a single Patriot sys-
tem to Ukrainian forces, as well as the 
required training to operate it. The 100 
troops scheduled for training at Fort 
Sill are roughly the number that would 
be assigned to a U.S. Patriot battery. 
This first rotation of troops is the only 
one currently planned, but “we will 
keep the dialogue open in terms of any 

potential future training,” Ryder said. 
“But right now the focus is on training 
these operators to operate the system.” 
The Pentagon did not announce an of-
ficial timeline for the training, except to 
say that it will be shortened from the 
multiyear advanced individual training 
new U.S. soldiers get on the system.
The Ukrainians selected for training 
already have an air defense artillery 
background, Ryder said, and there is 
an emphasis on returning them to the 
battlefield. (News Agencies)

Ukrainian troops heading to Oklahoma for Patriot missile training

RIYADH: During the Hajj and 
Umrah Services Conference and 
Exhibition in Jeddah on Tuesday, 
the Nosok Foundation for Hajj 
and Umrah and the General Au-
thority of Awqaf signed a cooper-
ation agreement with the aim of 
enhancing pilgrims’ experiences 
via electronic solutions.The agree-

ment details the launch of smart 
cards that contain users’ personal, 
residential and health informa-
tion linked to an electronic app. 
The agreement was signed by Dr. 
Abdulfattah bin Sulaiman Mashat, 
Saudi deputy minister of Hajj 
and Umrah, and Imad bin Saleh 
Al-Kharashi, governor of the Gen-

eral Authority of Awqaf.
Mashat emphasized the signifi-
cance of the agreement in enrich-
ing pilgrims’ spiritual journeys 
through the use of digital solutions 
and the automation of services in 
line with the goals of the King-
dom’s Vision 2030 reform plan. 
(Agencies)

Deal signed at Hajj expo to launch smart cards for pilgrims

Libya Court suspends energy deal with Turkiye
TRIPOLI: A Libyan Court, on Monday, 
suspended an energy exploration deal 
that the Tripoli government signed 
last year with Turkiye, thus pausing an 
agreement that angered other Mediter-

ranean powers and inflamed Libya’s 
own internal crisis. The agreement had 
included scope for oil and gas exploita-
tion in waters that Ankara and Tripoli 
have declared as their own, but which 

are also in part claimed by Egypt and 
Greece. The deal had spurred rivalry in 
the eastern Mediterranean and played 
into a political standoff in Libya between 
the rival national parties. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed between College 
of Home Economics , University of Pe-
shawar (UoP) and Department of Eco-
nomics, University of Swat (UoS). MoU 
is intended to collaborate in reciprocal 
access to the activities of education, re-
search and technological development. 
According to the MoU both parties will 
also organize joint conferences, sympo-
sia, courses and seminars.Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Dr. Muhammad Idrees while 
appreciating the liaison with the Uni-
versity of Swat said that students will 
get tremendous exposure through the 
interaction and working and will also 
explore several research areas for schol-
ars and faculty members. The MoU has 
been signed by the Vice-Chancellor Uni-

versity of Peshawar, Prof Dr. Muham-
mad Idrees, Vice Chancellor University 
of Swat, Prof Dr. Hassan Sher, Prof Dr. 
Shehnaz Parveen Khattak, Principal 
College of Home Economics, UoP, Dr 
Shabana Sajjad, Focal Person/Associate 
Prof, College of Home Economics, Ms 
Hina, In-Charge Department of Home 
Economics and Focal Person, UoS. MoU 

signing ceremony was also attended by 
the secretary Higher Education Depart-
ment (HED) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Mr Dawood Khan and Prof Dr. Jehan 
Bakht, Vice Chancellor, University of 
Agriculture, Peshawar. The said MoU 
was materialized through the Director-
ate of Planning & Development, Univer-
sity of Peshawar. - (PR)

PESHAWAR: Terming the Geneva 
conference as highly successful, po-
litical and economic experts here 
Tuesday said that over $10 billion in 
international pledges in the historic 
moot would help further speed up re-
habilitation, recovery, and reconstruc-
tion efforts in the flood-affected areas 
of Pakistan. The experts said that over 
33 million people were affected by last 
year’s flood in Pakistan, who were 
looking for our help and assistance, 
and urged the world donors to quickly 

release the committed amount to Paki-
stan in order to ease their sufferings in 
the wake of harsh weather conditions. 
Ikhtair Wali Khan, Pakistan Muslim 
League-N spokesman and member 
provincial assembly told APP on 
Tuesday that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and his team deserved full cred-
it and appreciation for the successful 
holding of the climate resilience con-
ference in Geneva in Switzerland. He 
said the participation of world leaders, 
heads, and representatives of inter-
national financial institutions, donor 
agencies, and development partners 
that pledged over $10 billion in assis-
tance for flood victims of Pakistan has 
shown the success of an international 
moot and reposed confidence in the 
Shehbaz Sharif government. “The Ge-
neva moot was the need of the hour 

keeping in view the large-scale devas-
tation in terms of human, material and 
economic losses by August-Septem-
ber floods in KP, Punjab, Sindh and 
Balochistan,” he maintained. The last 
floods inflicted over Rs1.820 billion 
in losses to fishery sectors in Khyber 
Pakthunkhwa where many carp and 
trout hatcheries were either destroyed 
or damaged adversely affecting fish 
production in the province. Similarly, 
2216 plantation sites of the ten billion 
trees afforestation project were affect-
ed by last year’s floods thus inflicting 
Rs255 million losses to the province’s 
already fragile economy. Besides fish-
eries and forestry sectors, the floods 
have also inflicted over $2.29 million 
in losses to 105 mini macro hydel pow-
er stations in nine districts of Khyber 
Pakthunkhwa.(APP)
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MoU inked between the University of Peshawar and University of Swat.

Over $10bn Intl pledges at Geneva Conference to speed up rehab, 
recovery efforts in flood affected areas: Experts

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 234.65 237

China Yuan 32.68 32.93

Japanese Yen 2.48 2.52

Saudi Riyal 66.8 67.25

U.A.E Dirham 68.7 69.3

UK Pound 306 309

Euro 270 272.2

Australian Dollar 165 166.25

Canadian Dollar 177 178.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
160400

Rs. 
147032

Rs. 
140350

Rs. 
120300

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
137500

Rs. 
126041

Rs. 
120313

Rs. 
103125

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13750 Rs. 12604 Rs. 12031 Rs. 10313

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
389800

Rs. 
357314

Rs. 
341075

Rs. 
292350

Governor persuades businessmen to follow 
energy saving formula

Over $10.5b Intl assistance pledges reflects donors’ 
confidence  in PM policies: Muqam

Digital census in Khyber to start on Feb 1: Official

Power shutdown notice issued

Traders assured resolution of issues relating 
to allotment in Namak Mandi parking plaza

Moderate rain with snowfall over hills predicted in KP

PAJCCI expresses concern over excessive 
documentation in clearance of trade goods

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali has suc-
ceeded in persuading the traders and 
business community of the province to 
follow the Federal government’s plan 
of energy saving and assured them 
that issues related to gas and power 
would be addressed on a priority basis. 
The governor told the traders and busi-
nessmen that all we have to do is add 
our share in pulling the country out 
of the current situation. Whenever, he 
said, the country faced difficult times, 
the business community and traders 
led from the frontline to ease the sit-
uation. The governor was presiding 
over a meeting with traders and busi-
nessmen from the province in the Gov-
ernors’ House here the other day. The 
meeting besides others was attended 
by the senior business community 
leaders including President Sarhad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Muhammad Ishaq, Malik Meher Ali, 
Sharafat Ali Mubarak, and Haji Fazal 
Ilahi, former and present representa-
tives from Peshawar Chamber, Tan-
zeem Tajraan, Markazi Tanzeem Ta-
jraan, FPCCI, and Gems Association. 
The Governor thanked the traders and 
businessmen for extending complete 
cooperation in fulfilling the govern-
ment’s plan of power saving. The gov-
ernor said he believed the traders and 
businessmen will close their business-
es according to the schedule issued by 

the federal government to save energy. 
Haji Ghulam Ali hoped that with the 
same zeal and passion of the traders’ 
community, they would be able to 
bring the country out of the current sit-
uation. The governor told the meeting 
that a representative committee would 
be formed to discuss the recommen-
dations and suggestions presented by 
the businessmen with the federal gov-
ernment. He said he was well aware of 
the current flour crises in the province 
and assured that he would contact the 
chief ministers of Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to rectify the situation 
in the larger interest of the masses. 
He assured that he would play his role 
in lifting an unnecessary ban on the 
transportation of flour from Punjab to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa very soon. The 
senior Chamber leaders and traders 
expressed confidence in the leadership 
of the governor and assured their com-
plete cooperation in observing the gov-
ernment’s energy-saving plan. Howev-
er, presenting their suggestions, they 
demanded relaxation in the schedule 
of business closure from the month of 
March. The businessmen also present-
ed recommendations for overcoming 
the current flour crises, price hike sit-
uation, low gas pressure, and man-cre-
ated inflation. The businessmen and 
traders assured the governor that they 
will follow the schedule of business 
closure at 08:00 p.m. (APP)

SWABI: Adviser to the Prime Minis-
ter, Engr Amir Muqam here Tuesday 
while congratulating the nation on the 
successful donors conference at Ge-
neva said that the entire world has ad-
mitted the performance of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif and the present 
government by announcing over $10.5 
billion assistance for rehabilitation 
and recovery of the floods victims that 
was highly praised worthy. Talking to 
reports at the hujra of Sheraz Akram 
Bacha and Ejaz Akram Bacha, Engr 
Amir Muqam said the announcement 
of over $ 10.5 billion in assistance by 
the world community and internation-
al donor organisations in this difficult 
time was a big achievement. He said 
it also reflected the confidence of the 

international community and world 
donors agencies in the policies of 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
his Government.He said the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Government has put 
people in great difficulty for the sake 
of its poor politics. He said Imran 
Niazi was now talking about protest 
demonstrations against price hike af-
ter his agitation and lies-based politics 
was badly exposed before the masses. 
He alleged that the people of KP were 
being looted on check posts in Punjab 
even today despite PTI Governments 
in both provinces while the wheat 
was being stored in KP’s godowns 
and was being shifted to Afghanistan 
which exposed their real faces before 
the nation. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The seventh digital 
census would start in Khyber trib-
al district on February 1, 2023 and 
would be completed on March 4 of 
the same year. On the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner Khyber, addi-
tional assistant commissioner Bara, 
Aimal Khan visited Kohi Sher Haider 
school’s census centre where he in-

spected arrangements for the upcom-
ing census. Talking to media persons, 
the assistant commissioner said train-
ing of teachers has been completed 
for the program. He said 386 teachers 
would participate in the seventh digi-
tal census. He said five training cen-
tres were established at tehsil Bara in 
this regard. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric Sup-
ply Company (PESCO) on Tuesday 
issued power shut down notice that 
due to maintenance work, power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Shahi Bagh-Wapda House 
transmission line on 11th January 
from 9AM to 4PM, resultantly con-
sumers of 132 KV Wapda House and 
Peshawar Fort grid connected 11 
KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
Power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV RMT Grid Station 
on 11th,18th and 25th January from 
9AM to 3PM, resultantly consumers 
of 11 KV Safdarabad 2, RMT, Badizai, 
Dorani Medea Colony, Prophesier 
Model Town feeders will face incon-
venience. Similarly, power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 

Abbottabad- AMC Abbottabad trans-
mission line on 11th January from 
9AM to 5PM, resultantly consumers 
of 132 KV Haripur, Kholian Bala, Ab-
bottabad, Nathia Gali and 66 KV Har-
ipur and Havelian grid connected 11 
KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
Power Supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV Swat Grid Station 
on 11th,12th and 16th January from 
9 AM to 3PM, resultantly consumers 
of 11 KV Malam Jaba, Saidu Shareef 
Hospital, Bandhai, Mengra 1,2,3,4, 
Marghuzar, Sadu Shareef, Barikot, 
KAbal 2,3,4, Sionr Hospital, Gogda-
ra, Takhtaband, Qambar, Singar, Haji 
Baba, Saidu Baba, Bara Bandhai, 
Shahdara, Hospital Experss, Ajrang, 
New Khwazakhela, Shin , Charbagh 
feeders will face inconvenience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar, Haji 
Zubair Ali has appreciated the pa-
tience of traders in waiting for the 
construction of skyline parking pla-
za in Namak Mandi and assured co-
operation to address their concerns 
regarding allotments in the building. 
He said this while chairing a meet-
ing here Tuesday. The meeting was 
attended by Director General Capital 
Metropolitan, Arshad Ali, Director 
Property Management, Mian Anees, 
traders’ leader, Mehar Elahi and a 

large number of traders. Addressing 
the meeting, Mayor Peshawar ac-
knowledged the rights of traders in 
the under-construction parking plaza 
and said that rightful demands would 
certainly be considered. He also dis-
cussed with them their concerns re-
lating to allotment in parking plaza 
and directed them to furnish needed 
documents within ten days for initiat-
ing further action. He also urged trad-
ers to liaise with the property section 
of Peshawar Metropolitan.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Tuesday 
predicted that rain with moderate to 
heavy snowfall was likely to occur in 
Chitral, Lower & Upper Dir, Malakand, 
Buner, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, Batta-
gram, Torghar, Mansehra, Abbottabad, 
Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber and Kur-
ram districts during the next 24 hours. 
It said that light to moderate rain was 
also likely occur over Swabi, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Peshawar, Charsadda, 
Kohat, Karak, Hangu, Orakzai, Ban-
nu, Lakki Marwat, Tank, Dera Ismail 
Khan, North & South Waziristan dis-
tricts. Shallow fog in isolated pockets 
was likely to occur over Peshawar 
to Swabi motorway during morning 

hours. During the last 24 hours cold 
and partly cloudy weather occurred in 
most districts of the Province. Howev-
er, isolated rain occurred in Swat, Bun-
er, Chitral and Khyber districts. Rain 
recorded (in mm): Kalam 04, Mirkhani, 
Landi Kotal and Buner (each) Trace. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in centigrade at 
different stations of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa were as Peshawar City 23/06, 
Chitral 11/01, Timergara 18/02, Dir 
13/00, Mirkhani 11/00, Kalam 03/-5, 
Drosh 11/01, Saidu Sharif 18/04, Pat-
tan 10/05, Malam Jabba 06/-3, Takht 
Bhai 23/05, Kakul 15/04, Balakot 17/06, 
Parachinar 14/-5, Bannu 24/05, Cherat 
13/03, D.I. Khan 25/06.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Director, Pak-Afghan 
Joint Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi has 
expressed concern over excessive doc-
umentation and demand of irrelevant 
documents at Karachi sea port causing 
delay in clearance of containers im-
ported under the Afghan Transit Trade 
Agreement. In a press release issued 
here on Tuesday, Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi - 
who is also President Frontier Custom 
Agents Association - said the practice of 
excessive documentation was not only 
causing delay in clearance of goods, 
but also diversion of trade to sea ports 
of other countries, including Cha Bahar 
and Bandar Abbass in Iran. The Afghan 
traders, Zia added, had conveyed their 
concern and resentment to PAJCCI re-
garding demand of unnecessary doc-
uments during clearance of goods at 
the Karachi port. Leading Afghan trad-

ers, including Khan Jan Alkozey who 
is also Co-Chairman of PAJCCI, You-
na Mohmand, President Afghanistan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
and government representatives recent-
ly held a press conference in Kabul to 
raise this issue, he added. The Afghan 
businessmen, Zia continued, said they 
are not facing such kind of hindrances 
while importing goods from other coun-
tries. He demanded of the quarters con-
cerned to take notice of the issue, which 
was negatively affecting revenue gener-
ation due to shifting of business to ports 
of other countries. Zia said thousands 
of people were associated with Pak-Af-
ghan Transit trade from landing of 
imported goods in Karachi to its trans-
portation from sea port to Afghanistan 
and if the business was shifted to other 
countries, it would render hundred of 
thousands of people job less. (APP)

One shot dead, another injured in Tank
TANK: One person died and another got 
injured as unknown assailants opened 
fire on a car here in the Tajouri area 
on Tuesday. According to Rescue 1122 
spokesperson, the medical team of the 
district emergency service responded 

timely after receiving the information. 
The unknown people opened fire on a 
car in Tajouri village. As a result, Dil-
nawaz Advocate Kundi Amakhil died 
on the spot while Mustafa Advocate 
Marwat Malazai got injured. (APP)

SCCI opposes proposed water charges 
with exorbitant rates

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) op-
posed the likely enforcement of the 
proposed water charges at exorbi-
tant rates and urged the provincial 
government and relevant authorities 
to review and rationalize the pro-
posed water charges. SCCI president 
Muhammad Ishaq told a meeting of 
traders and industrialists held here 
at the chamber’s house on Tuesday 
that the department of local govern-
ment, election and rural development 
through an advertisement/public no-

tice issued a schedule for the gener-
al public regarding the conduct of a 
hearing for Municipal Services for 
Hiring Levy of Tariff. He informed 
the meeting that an inventory of 
water charges with irrational ratios 
for various categories/sectors and 
businesses has been issued through 
ads/public notice. Shahid Hussain, 
senior vice president and Ejaz Khan 
Afridi, vice president of the chamber, 
representatives of traders and indus-
trialists were also present during the 
meeting. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

-Your Source for Alternate News-
3Editorial & Opinion Wednesday 11 January 2023

The Prime Minister’s Youth Laptop Scheme is set to be restarted, 
following approval by the CDWP in the ECNEC meeting. This re-
freshed scheme has an increased quantity of laptops and thus more 
cost allocated. This scheme, among other youth-focused initiatives, 
is aimed to increase the quality of education and impart practical 
and technical skills to the students, the importance of which has 
been compounded following Covid-19. Investing in intellectual 
capital is important for economic development, especially in under-
funded areas. Pakistan’s median age is 22.8, reflecting a very signif-
icant youth bulge. Therefore, it is important that more policies cater 
to the rising youth. The Special Assistant to the Prime Minister for 
Youth Affairs has reiterated the need for this scheme as it is aimed 
to promote entrepreneurship and employment opportunities. There 
is also a student loan scheme shared under which, youth aged 15-
29 can apply for student loans. Likewise, there are plans to start in-
ternships in public sector development projects and the private in-
dustrial sector. According to the SAPM, the unemployment rate at 
the graduate level is 35 percent. Therefore, structural changes with 
such initiatives can help cater to this gap as freelancing benefits can 
be reaped. The freelance industry is already on the rise, with more 
people joining websites to contribute to the global industry. Such 
schemes will, therefore, allow individuals to cross the digital barrier 
and reach these access points. This market also caters to individu-
als at home and cuts costs of transport that non-remote jobs do not. 
The Prime Minister’s National Laptop Scheme was introduced in 
2014, modified from the Shahbaz Sharif Youth Initiative. While the 
benefits are expansive, a cost-benefit analysis is still warranted, in 
comparison to the school-going rate. The projects are cost heavy 
and while the intention is good, given the precarious economic situ-
ation, every cost must be well accounted for. The program occupies 
large fiscal space and while it is great in theory, benefits must be 
charted formally. The elephant in the room must also be addressed, 
as the scheme comes as soon as the election year has started.

Youth Laptop Scheme

FOOD security is defined as when all 
people, at all times, have physical and 
economic access to sufficient safe and 
nutritious food that meets their dietary 
needs and food preferences for an ac-
tive and healthy life. Climate change 
impacts all dynamics of food securi-
ty. First, it puts strain on the physical 
access to food due to the low produc-
tion and impacts the production of 
food through indirect impacts such as 
floods, droughts and extreme weath-
er conditions. Secondly, when food 
production and supply chains face 
disruption, food prices automati-
cally go up, impacting economic ac-
cess to food due to inflation. When 
physical and economic access faces 
disruption due to climate change, it 
also impacts the nutritional aspect. 
People need more food to eat that 
can fulfil their dietary needs in a 
country where people are already 
facing food insecurity due to eco-
nomic conditions. Climate change 
can further exacerbate food inse-
curity. When it comes to Pakistan, 
climate change greatly impacted 
physical access to food. The recent 
floods in Pakistan have wreaked 
havoc on crops. Pakistan is current-
ly dealing with a severe food crisis 
that was caused by the floods. A to-
tal of 78,000 sq km (30,000 sq miles) 
of cropland was flooded in 81 dis-
tricts. There are estimates that more 
than 80% of the nation’s crops were 
harmed. One of the worst-hit prov-
inces is Sindh, which produces a 
sizeable portion of the nation’s food. 
Sindh’s loss of agricultural land and 
crops damage has left farmers’ or-
ganizations like the Hari Welfare 
Association and the Sindh Abadgar 
Board extremely upset. They assert 
that floods have negatively impact-
ed more than 15 million people, 
including farmers and agricultural 
workers who earn a living regularly. 
Food crops like rice, onion, toma-

toes and other vegetables that had 
been growing on thousands of hect-
ares had been destroyed. Transport 
of the food that had survived has 
been severely disrupted by the de-
struction of the more than 6000km 
(3,728 miles) of roads and bridges. 
According to forecasts in the World 
Bank’s 2021 Climate Risk Country 
Profile, “yield decreases in numer-
ous essential food and cash crops, 
including cotton, wheat, sugarcane, 
maize and rice” are expected in Pa-
kistan during the next ten years. So, 
climate change can create long-term 
challenges for physical access to 
food which will also translate into 
economic hurdles to food security. 
These impacts of climate change oc-
curred in a nation suffering from ris-
ing inflation, which was already at a 
14- year high of about 25% in July 
before the floods occurred. Accord-
ing to the report released by the Pa-
kistan Bureau of Statistics, prices of 
essential items have risen to 44 per 
cent due to climate change. Accord-
ing to the World Bank report titled 
Country Climate and Development, 
the poverty rate in Pakistan may go 
up by 4.7 per cent. It means that ad-
ditional 9 million people are going 
into poverty. An increase in poverty 
and combined with high inflation, 
is going to create massive challeng-
es to people’s economic access to 
food, which is going to be a hurdle 
in ensuring nutritional security in 
Pakistan. Pakistan is now ranked 
92 out of 116 nations in the Global 
Hunger Index. Thirty-eight million 
people were already experiencing 
moderate to severe food insecurity 
before the floods, with the majority 
of them going to bed hungry, par-
ticularly women and children. The 
WHO estimates that 18% of Paki-
stani youngsters are clinically un-
dernourished. Children and older 
women are the most impacted de-

mographic groups. They will expe-
rience the worst of this catastrophe. 
The floods have directly impacted at 
least 33 million people, both in rural 
and urban areas. In a study conduct-
ed in September by the Internation-
al Rescue Committee (IRC) and its 
collaborators, it was discovered that 
more than 70% of those questioned 
in the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince reported having trouble getting 
much less nutrient-rich food. The 
significant $40 billion economic 
loss attributed to the flood is based 
on UN estimates. The situation in 
other provinces is not better than 
this. Therefore, climate change is 
a long-term threat to food security 
in Pakistan. A country such as Pa-
kistan has a huge population and 
also an agro-economy. It cannot 
afford a disruption in agriculture 
because its economy depends on it. 
The government should make short-
term and long-term policies. In the 
short term, the government should 
concentrate its efforts on removing 
floodwaters from agricultural sites 
in rural areas so that winter crops 
can be sown there. This will pre-
vent the nation from experiencing a 
protracted issue with food security. 
Pakistan and many other nations 
in the global south are suffering as 
a result of the global North’s long-
term excessive exploitation of the 
environment. In the long term, the 
government should develop cli-
mate-resilient infrastructure with 
the international community’s help. 
Furthermore, there is a need for in-
creased research to understand the 
impact of temperature variation on 
the production of different crops in 
Pakistan. In addition, the govern-
ment should start developing seeds 
that can grow in the new kind of en-
vironment.

Courtesy:  Pakistan Observer

WITH the Taliban having banned 
their education, Pakistan can allow 
Afghan female students to complete 
their degrees in Pakistan. This would 
allow the country to embark on a new 
Afghan policy, which it direly needs 
after its recent disappointments with 
the Taliban regime. Pakistan’s Afghan 
policy has remained strategic-centric, 
which needs a radical transformation. 
A new Afghan policy should focus on 
a broader engagement with the Af-
ghan people and the regime in power. 
In the recent past, civilian and military 
leaders made tall claims about geo-
economic insertions in the country’s 
foreign policy priorities, but in reality, 
the whole design remained geostrate-
gic in nature. The reason for this lies 
in the simplistic view that both come 
at each other’s cost. But a state can 
adjust both within its vision, as geo-
politics and geoeconomics are not dif-
ferent entities at all. The Taliban take-
over of Afghanistan has compounded 
Pakistan’s security challenges. It has 
caused frustration among the archi-
tects of the Afghan policy as the coun-
try has not yet obtained the coopera-
tion it had expected from the Taliban. 
The state institutions must adopt a co-
operation-based approach toward the 
Taliban. The Taliban are a reality, and 
they are not going to disappear from 
the scene, at least in the near future. 
They seek to develop their political 
capital in the region through economic 
cooperation and engagement. Howev-
er, their policies towards women, polit-
ical and ethnic opposition, and terror-
ist networks will continue raising new 

domestic and international challenges 
for them. There are equal chances of 
them bringing about a mid- to long-
term order or disorder in the country, 
depending on their attitude and inter-
nal consensus. Pakistan may have lit-
tle influence left now to guide or advise 
the Taliban. Pakistan needs a delicate 
approach towards Afghanistan, which 
should not be based on appeasement 
or hostility. A hostile approach could 
aggravate the bitterness in bilateral 
relations, and in case the Taliban re-
gime succeeds in establishing order, it 
can bring Afghanistan to where it was 
before their takeover. If the Taliban 
become weakened, they have the full 
potential to transform again into an in-
surgent movement and start exporting 
terrorism globally. In the worst-case 
scenario, Pakistan would be the first 
country to be affected. Apart from 
the TTP, their closest ally, the Afghan 
Taliban have their support base in the 
bordering regions. Many commanders 
within the Taliban support the TTP’s 
desire to establish a tribal emirate in 
their fashion. In such a complex sce-
nario, what should Pakistan do? The 
National Security Committee has 
rightly posited that the state will deal 
directly with the Taliban regime re-
garding the TTP and border security 
issues. There is no need to repeat that 
Pakistan should not take any dicta-
tion from the Taliban that the TTP is 
the country’s internal issue, but at the 
same time, political leaders and com-
mentators should avoid issuing hostile 
statements against the Taliban. Such 
statements make the bilateral engage-

ment process difficult and increase the 
risk of terrorism. It is also vital that the 
state refrain from giving any indication 
of resuming talks with the TTP, as it in-
dicates the state’s weakness. A coop-
eration-based approach must revolve 
around five components, including 
border security, counterterrorism, eco-
nomic cooperation, joint transnational 
engagements, and people-to-people 
contacts. All these components should 
amalgamate with each other, and a 
constant review must be part of the 
policy. For the security and counter-
terrorism components, a bilateral en-
gagement formula was agreed upon 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan in 
2018 called the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
Action Plan for Peace and Solidarity 
(APAPPS). The initiative’s primary 
focus was on taking effective action 
against fugitives and irreconcilable 
elements posing security threats to 
either of the two countries. Both sides 
agreed that the two countries shall 
avoid violations, whether aerial or 
otherwise, of each other’s territory, 
apart from avoiding blame games. It 
is understandable that APAPPS was 
not rigorously implemented by both 
sides at that time, but with the Tali-
ban regime it is a different scenario, 
and the initiative can be revamped 
on the pattern of the Doha agreement 
between the Taliban and the US. The 
bilateral and transnational economic 
engagement was an old dream of the 
Pakistani establishment, which needs 
to be rationalised according to chang-
ing geopolitics.
Courtesy: DAWN
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Impact of climate change on food security in Pakistan
— By Rimsha Malik

A new Afghan policy 
— By Muhammad Amir Rana

There is reason why poor countries 
are poor. They, academically known 
as low-income countries, are plagued 
with institutional weakness, distrust of 
the government, and a greater share 
of the informal economy. These fac-
tors inhibit any real effort towards an 
economic turnaround simply because 
institutional weakness breeds poli-
cy uncertainty. Distrust towards the 
government disincentivizes people 
and makes them resistant to any real 
enforcement of revenue-related com-
pliances; meanwhile, the informal 
economy helps people stay under the 
radar to avoid any real declaration of 
income. While Pakistan is plagued by 
all of the aforementioned shortcom-
ings, no sincere effort has been made 
by the policymakers of the country to 
structurally reform the country’s eco-
nomic policies. One of the additional 
reasons for Pakistan’s inability to gen-
erate additional revenues is regressive 
taxation policies aimed at taxing the 
already taxed while under-resourced 
tax machinery is unable to broaden 
the tax base. It is no secret that re-
search has shown that the widening of 
the tax base is directly proportional to 
the economic progress of the country. 
The more a country progresses eco-
nomically, the wider its tax net would 
be. Commenting on this phenomenon, 
Timothy Besley and Torsten Persson 
remark that one of the reasons for 
such a finding is that when people feel 
economically secure, they tend to trust 
the government more with their mon-
ey simply because the economic poli-
cies bear fruit for the taxpayers. This 
is a cycle: positive economic policies 
lead to economically secure people 
which in turn leads to the generation 
of trust between the subject and the 
state. One cannot exist without the 
other. Without creating an environ-
ment favourable to economic prog-
ress, no government on this earth can 
expect its citizens to submit to taxa-
tion laws. Time and again in the histo-
ry of Pakistan, the policymakers of the 
country have opted for knee-jerk reac-

tions and band-aid policies that create 
a breathing space for a short period. 
Such stop-gap measures work for 3-4 
years before coming apart, leading 
to the re-invention of the wheel once 
again. The absence of long-lasting re-
forms in taxation policies is also indic-
ative of elite capture at the policy level 
in Pakistan. The elites of the system 
have institutional mechanisms that 
are designed to protect their interests. 
These mechanisms included hered-
itary succession to power as well as 
elite control of political power. With 
such a clique in charge, any economic 
policy would benefit those with high-
er-than-median incomes while mak-
ing no difference in the lives of those 
with lower-than-median incomes. It is 
no secret that wholesale changes are 
required to the very fabric of this state 
if an economic turnaround is desired. 
If history is our guide, we can see the 
example of China as the country that 
experienced fast growth as a direct re-
sult of such a policy. In 1994, the Chi-
nese government rolled out Tax-Shar-
ing Reform, which demarcated the tax 
collection and expenditures between 
the central and local governments. 
Before the promulgation of this re-
form plan, China had been facing a 
budget deficit since the 1980s. The 
premise of the plan was built on three 
main pillars: first, decentralization of 
authority, where central government 
became responsible for national-level 
expenditures like military, commu-
nication, etc., and local government 
became responsible for public admin-
istration, security, and local infrastruc-
ture investment, etc. The second pillar 
of this scheme was tax policy reform 
by which powers were granted to the 
local bodies to levy taxes. The taxes 
were levied by the local governments 
which then ensured complete compli-
ance with the laws. And the third pillar 
of this scheme was the support of the 
overall tax reform by the central gov-
ernment.

Courtesy Daily Times

Revamping System to Raise Revenues
— By Shoaib Ahmed

Vector Borne Diseases  
I write this letter to urge you to find a 
solution for the severe mosquito-borne 
disease in many areas/ This newspaper 
will allow this issue to reach a larger 
scale. It has been around a year; many 
areas are facing many severe mosqui-
to-borne diseases. Every now and then 
someone in some houses is suffering 
from diseases like dengue, malar-

ia, as well as chikungunya. We have 
even lost a few of our fellow citizens 
in many areas due to these diseases. 
We suspect the poor sanitation system 
and poor hygiene in the market near-
by to be responsible for these diseases. 
Apart from diseases, mosquitoes have 
been a serious problem nowadays 
in our daily life. We have informed 
the municipal corporation numerous 

times of this issue and have been re-
questing them to solve the problem. 
But till now, they have failed to provide 
us with any single concrete solution. 
That’s why through your esteemed 
daily I want to bring this issue under 
the concern of the higher authority.

– Afifa Naeem
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday expressed 
gratitude to the countries and the 
aid agencies for making the confer-
ence on Pakistan’s post-flood chal-
lenges a success.  “A big thank you 
to Heads of states and governments, 
European Union, our development 
partners and United Nations for 
making Resilient Pakistan Con-
ference a resounding success,” he 
said in a tweet.  He mentioned the 
active role of United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres in 
highlighting the plight of Pakistan’s 

flood-hit population.  “The UN Sec-
retary General has shown stellar 
leadership all along. People of Pa-
kistan will forever remain grate-
ful,” he said. Shehbaz Sharif said 
the world witnessed yesterday how 
the nations can come together in a 

show of solidarity to create a model 
of win-win partnership to lift suffer-
ing humanity out of tragedy. “I was 
deeply moved by the compassion 
on display at Geneva Conference. 
Together we will rebuild lives and 
hopes,” he said.  Pakistan on Mon-
day secured over $10 billion pledg-
es from the international financial 
institutions, donor agencies and 
development partners for the reha-
bilitation, recovery and reconstruc-
tion of flood affected areas, during 
an International Conference on Cli-
mate Resilience. (Agencies)
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BISP Abbottabad releases quarterly  
installment for Oct to Dec 2022

NHMP to start crackdown against  
overloading vehicles

Geneva moot success of Pakistan,  
flood victims: Marriyum

ICT admin refutes news about auctions  
of public points

Sialkot peri-urban planning enters final 
stage:DC

HEC invites research proposals from faculty 
members under RAPID Tech Transfer Grant

Gas consumers asked to contact ‘Control 
Room’ for low-pressure complaints’ redressal

FGEHA to start construction work for water 
supply in sector G-13, G14

DoAM discovers 38 new archeological sites in ICT

DC fixes “Chakki Atta” retail price

ABBOTTABAD: Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP) on Tues-
day released quarterly installments 
from October to December for 12671 
registered women in the Abbottabad 
district. BISP Regional Office Ab-
bottabad also informed the benefi-
ciaries that installments of Rs 7000 
each have been released for October 
to December 2022 which can be col-
lected from any location in the Ab-
bottabad district. BISP has directed 
all the women beneficiaries to get 
the correct amount of 7000 and also 
get the transaction receipt, in case of 
any difficulty they can contact BISP 

toll-free helpline at 0800-26477 are 
Beneficiaries can also contact Ab-
bottabad District Office Landline No. 
0992-341260, Tehsil Haveliyan Office 
No. 0992-813294 and Lora Tehsil Of-
fice No. 0992-464070. Through the 
Wasila Taleem program, BISP also 
released various amounts including 
1 to 5 grades where 1500 rupees for 
male students and 2000 rupees for 
female students, for 6 to 10 grades 
2500 rupees each for males and 3000 
rupees for female students, similarly, 
for intermediate students 3500 rupees 
for male students and 4000 for female 
students. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Highways 
and Motorway Police (NHMP) on 
Tuesday announced a strict crack-
down against overloading vehicles. 
Inspector General of NHMP Khalid 
Mahmood in a statement said that 
Section 43, schedule 6 of the Na-
tional Highways Safety Ordinance 
2000 would be implemented and 
strict action will be taken against 
the violators of the weight limit. Vi-

olators will face imprisonment for 
up to one month under Section 75 
of Ordinance 2000, he said adding 
that violators could be fined from 
Rs1,000 to Rs 5,000. He advised the 
transporters, and mill owners that 
they should not exceed the weight 
limit on freight vehicles and coop-
erate with the NHMP officials to 
ensure safe travels on national high-
ways. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Tuesday that the 
Geneva conference was a big suc-
cess for Pakistan and flood victims. 
In a statement, she expressed grati-
tude to the Secretary-General Unit-
ed Nations and the international 
community. Marriyum pledged that 
funds would reach the affected peo-
ple in a transparent manner which 
would bring change in their lives. 
“We thank the global and national 

media for highlighting the causes of 
humanity and climate change”, she 
said, adding this conference had be-
come a symbol of the collective feel-
ing of humanity. The minister said 
providing resources will help the 
flood victims start a new and better 
life. She said that the conference 
made the world realise the serious 
effects of climate change. The con-
ference turned thinking into action 
to confront the collective challenge 
of climate change, she remarked, 
adding that it will prove to be an 
important global forum for the im-
provement of the environment and 
the planet. “We also express our sin-
cere gratitude to the domestic and 
foreign participants who presented 
the case of Pakistan and all provinc-
es at the global forum and support-
ed it”, she said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Commission-
er of the Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) Irfan Nawaz Memon on 
Tuesday refuted the news circulat-
ing in sections of media regarding 
the audit paras on the auctions of 
different public points. The deputy 
commissioner, in a press release said 
that the news regarding the audit 
paras on auctions of the parking of 
Centaurus Mall Parking, G-9 Buss 
stand and restaurant in Lake View 
Park were false and baseless. He 
said that the previous audit para of 
Centaurs Mall parking and G-9 Buss/
wagon stand was not referred to the 
committee under his administration, 
whereas, the auction for the contract 

of parking of mall and wagon station 
was held three times during the last 
ten months but failed to secure the 
bid. He informed that the highest bid 
in the auctions was lower than the 
committee’s desire. However, he said 
G-9 wagon was taken back from the 
illegal seizure of the previous con-
tractor. Talking to APP spokesperson 
Metropolitan Corporation Islamabad 
(MCI) Abdullah Tabbasum said that 
the restaurant of Lake view park 
was abandoned for many years. He 
said as per the instruction of the Is-
lamabad High Court, the auction for 
the outsourcing of the grounds and 
restaurant is the jurisdiction of the 
Mayor. (APP)

SIALKOT: The peri-urban planning 
process of Sialkot district has entered 
the final stage,said Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdullah Khurram Niazi in a 
meeting held on Tuesday. While ad-
dressing,he said that the local govern-
ment and community development 
department Punjab prepared its plan 
for Peri-urban in six months through 
the urban unit. The purpose of which 
was to identify areas for urban exten-
sion, industrial, commercial and ag-

ricultural purposes for the next fifty 
years. He directed Assistant Commis-
sioners to conduct a survey with ur-
ban unit consultants in your areas to 
prepare maps and to carefully review 
and formulate the recommendations. 
The meeting was attended Addition-
al Deputy Commissioners Rizwan 
Mehmood, Shahid Abbas, Assistant 
Commissioners Sufian Dilawar, Sal-
man Zafar, Maheen Fatima and Chief 
Officers. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) has invited re-
search proposals from faculty mem-
bers, under the RAPID Technology 
Transfer Grant (RTTG) programme. 
The official sources told APP that 
HEC, in that regard, had invited fac-
ulty members of public and private 
sector universities/degree awarding 
institutions (DAIs) to submit research 
proposals focused on the transfer of 
university developed technologies 
and products to the industry and 
commercial sector. The RTTG is a 
key element of the Higher Education 
Development in Pakistan (HEDP) 
project supported by the World Bank 
and implemented by the HEC. It is a 
fast-track funding mechanism deal-
ing with themes, topics, and issues 
of severe urgency for quick-response 
research on Flood Response, Climate 
Change and Environment. The grant 
is anticipated to support proposals in 
applied research, product innovation, 
and commercialization of developed 
technological research and solutions. 
The RTTG will provide funds to se-
lected institutions based on a com-
petitive, peer-reviewed evaluation of 
proposals. The amount of funding for 

RTTG awards may range between 
PKR 10 – 20 million with a maximum 
project duration of six months. Shar-
ing the details of applicant eligibility, 
the sources stated that Lead Principal 
Investigators (Pls) must be a regu-
lar faculty member of higher educa-
tion institutions (public and private), 
or hold a contract equivalent to the 
length of the project duration. The 
priority sectors for RTTG support are 
Flood Response, Climate Change and 
Environment, including but not limit-
ed to climate mitigation, adaptation, 
policy dialogue interventions and di-
saster management (focusing on cli-
mate modelling and disaster surveil-
lance, environment monitoring, and 
geological monitoring), Metro-scale 
pollution reduction technologies, 
protection of available trees through 
artificial intelligence system controls, 
and use of membrane systems for 
gaseous and water industrial waste 
treatment. The other sectors, includ-
ing design and development of hybrid 
membranes and classical system per 
the requirement of site and location, 
identification and development of 
hospital waste treatment processes. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A spokesman for the 
Regional Office of Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) on Tues-
day advised gas consumers to contact 
the special ‘Control Room,’ estab-
lished for prompt redressal of low gas 
pressure-related complaints during 
the peak winter season. “Consumers 
can lodge their complaints at the Call 
Center at 1199 and Control Room’s 
landline number 051-9257774 so that 
the emergency teams are dispatched 
to resolve the issue,” spokesman 
Shahid Akram told APP. He said the 
Control Room was operating round-
the-clock to serve consumers and 
ensure better gas pressure across the 
SNGPL transmission network. The 
spokesman said the department was 
‘successfully managing’ to provide an 
‘adequate gas supply’ to all consum-
ers of the federal capital territory, de-
spite a massive increase in commodi-

ty consumption during the prevailing 
cold weather. He said the company 
was making all-out efforts to ensure 
the provision of gas supply to domes-
tic consumers, especially during meal 
timings. However, the spokesman 
advised the consumers to use alterna-
tive options for heating purposes. To 
maintain better gas pressure, he said 
the company’s Task Force, formed to 
stop the illegal use of compressors in 
the Islamabad Region, had recently 
removed more than 27 gas meters, 
detected 18 theft cases and lodged 
six First Information Reports over 
direct tapping and causing loss to the 
national exchequer. Sharing some de-
tails, the spokesman said the inspec-
tion teams had recently disconnected 
27 gas meters on the use of compres-
sors in different localities including 
Tarlai, Chatta Bakhtawar, G-7 and 
G-9 sectors and Kallar Syedan. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Government 
Employees Housing Authority (FGE-
HA) was all set to start construction 
of the missing link of the main water 
supply line from the Shah Allah Ditta 
reservoir for a sustainable water sup-
ply system in sectors G-13 and G-14. 
“The authority has already approved 
a PC-I to complete a missing link of 
the main water conduction line from 
Shah Allah Ditta Reservoir to pro-
vide a permanent water supply sys-
tem in sectors,” sources in the FGE-
HA told APP. They said that the main 
water line is about 14 km long, with 
the majority of it already laid out by 
the Capital Development Authority 
(CDA). The PC-I for the two km-long 
missing links has now been approved 
by FGEHA. The sources said the 
project would be completed in a year 
on a priority basis as these regions 

now lack 2.5 MGD of water, and the 
authority planning to use this line 
to get an additional 1 MGD of wa-
ter from Khanpur Dam. Besides, the 
sources said these two sectors have 
been dealing with a severe shortage 
of drinking water for many years due 
to the lack of a water supply mecha-
nism. It is pertinent to mention here 
that despite the passage of more 
than two decades, the sectors have 
been unable to provide water supply, 
and residents were forced to rely on 
groundwater and a few tube wells. 
According to the plan, the sectors 
would now formally be integrated 
into the CDA water supply network 
once the water supply from Khanpur 
Dam is established, while at the mo-
ment the CDA provides water tank-
ers to the residents at discounted 
rates. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Department of 
Archeology and Museums (DoAM) 
Islamabad has discovered 38 new 
archaeological sites in Islamabad 
Capital Territory during the last five 
years. According to an official source, 
the department has discovered these 
new archaeological sites with the help 
of its team of archaeologists. There 
were already six archaeological sites 
in the Federal capital, including Ban 
Faqiran Stupa, Mai Qamru Mosque, 

Tomb of Sultan Makrab Khan, Far-
wala Fort, Rawat Fort and Shahullah 
Dutta Cave. After 18th Constitution 
amendment in 2010, all archaeolog-
ical sites and monuments were de-
commissioned and handed over to 
the respective provinces. After the 
devaluation the Department of Arche-
ology and Museums, Islamabad with 
its mandate and functions and the 
discovery of new archaeological sites 
in the capital territory. (APP)

HYDERABAD: The Deputy Com-
missioner Fuad Ghaffar Soomro on 
Tuesday fixed maximum retail pric-
es of “Chakki Atta” at Rs.75 per ki-
logram in the jurisdiction of district 
Hyderabad. According to a notifica-
tion, the DC while exercising powers 
conferred under section 3(2) A and 
section 6 of price control and pre-
vention of profiteering and hoard-
ing Act 2005, has fixed retail price if 
Chakki flour at Rs. 75 per kg as per 

government quota allocated to Atta 
Chakkies and will revise after expi-
ry of the quota. The Assistant Com-
missioners/ Mukhtiarkars, Assistant 
Directors Bureau of Supply and Pric-
es and District food Controller have 
been advised to ensure the above 
rates in the area of jurisdiction in 
order to control price hike and take 
strict action against the violators as 
per law/rules, the notification says. 
(APP)

One killed, another  
injured in road accident

IRSA releases 23,700 
cusecs water

Three killed in road mishap

Motorway closed  
for dense fog

FAISALABAD: A man was killed 
while another sustained injuries in 
a road accident due to heavy fog in 
the area of Chak Jhumra police sta-
tion. Rescue 1122 said here on Tues-
day that a speeding van hit was trav-
eling on Jhumra-Chiniot road when 
it hit a chingchi rickshaw that was 
parked near Pir Ghaib Shah stop. 
Consequently, Liaquat Husain (50) 
r/o Chak no.107-JB received serious 
injuries and died on the spot,where-
as Rescue 1122 shifted Akash Sha-
hid (19) to Allied hospital in critical 
condition. The police took the body 
into custody and started investiga-
tion.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday re-
leased 23,700 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 37,100 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1495.41 feet and was 97.41 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 16,700 cusecs 
while outflow as 5,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1119.90 feet, which was 
69.90 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 5,700 cusecs 
and 4,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 11,300, 13,600, 4,600 and 4,900 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 9,200 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
5,500 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

KASUR: Three persons were 
killed,while three others suffered 
injuries in a road accident near 
Mustafaabad toll plaza,Ferozepur 
road due to dense fog. Rescue 1122 
said here on Tuesday a bus carrying 
factory workers was traveling from 
Kasur to Lahore when it hit and 
ran over two motorcycles. Conse-
quently,three motorcyclists- Waqas 
(17), Rafaqat Rafique (20), Zuqar-
nain Din (38) suffered serious inju-
ries and died on the spot,whereas 
Amanullah (30),Arbaz (22) and Saif 
Ali (19) sustained critical injuries. 
On getting information,concerned 
police and rescue teams reached 
the spot, took the bodies into custo-
dy and shifted the victims to DHQ 
hospital. However,the accused bus 
driver managed to escape from the 
scene. Police impounded the vehicle 
and launched investigation.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Major highways were 
closed due to dense fog in various ar-
eas, restricting vehicular traffic on 
national highways and motorways. 
A National Highways and Motorway 
Police (NHMP) spokesperson said on 
Tuesday that Motorways M2, M3, M4, 
M5 and M11 had been closed owing to 
dense fog. He informed that M2 was 
closed at Thokar Niaz Baig to Kalar 
Kahar, M3 from Darkhana to Faizpur, 
M4 at Sher Shah to Pindi Bhatian, M5 
at Sher Shah to Rahim Yar Khan and M 
11 at Kala Shah Kaku to Sambrial. The 
motorways had been closed to ensure 
public safety, he stressed and urged the 
citizens to avoid unnecessary travel on 
motorways in foggy conditions. (APP)

PM thanks countries, UN for making Resilient Pakistan  
conference a ‘resounding success’
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Pakistan’s overall remodelled framework seeking transformation 
from reactive to proactive mode: Gen Inam

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA), Lieutenant General Inam 
Haider Malik on Tuesday said the 
country’s overall remodelled Nation-
al Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse framework was looking for 
transformation from a reactive mode 
to a more proactive mode to enable 
its capacities to tackle recurring ca-
tastrophes. The NDMA Chairman 
was speaking at a plenary held at 
the International Climate Resilient 

Pakistan Conference co-hosted by 
the government of Pakistan and the 
United Nations in Geneva, where 
he presented the country’s endeav-
ours for a tech-driven National Pre-
paredness and Response System. 
Lieutenant General Malik said as the 
National Coordinator for national 
efforts on disaster management and 
forecasting, the NDMA not only un-
dertook a critical review of all its ar-
chived experiences during the recent 
floods but was also looking forward 

to learning from it and demonstrat-
ing the same resilience and resolve 
as demonstrated by the country and 
Pakistani nation during these floods. 
“We understand that disasters and 
emergencies, mean differently for 
differently enabled economies of the 
world and Pakistan while it passes 
through a critical stage of rehabilita-
tion from the last floods it also gets 
prepared for the recurrence of its 
kind in the next foreseeable future,” 
the NDMA Chairman said.(APP)

Over $9 bln pledges show world’s trust in 
Pakistan’s ruling coalition: PM

Senator Nuzhat Sadiq appointed  
Rapporteur for 13th APA plenary in Türkiye

Bailable arrest warrants for Imran Khan,  
Asad Umar, Fawad issued

IGP directs for foolproof security at Red Zone

Growers insisted on timely pest removal 
from fields

Minor suffers injures as stampede erupts at 
flour sale point

CTP sensitizing people to avoid safety  
hazards during smog

SP Potohar visits Saddar Wah police station

Man held for selling plot on forged documents

NCAI announces Artificial Intelligence 
Challenge for students, researchers

Police Khidmat Centers facilitate  
1,34,113 people in 2022

Mills directed to address concerns  
of sugarcane growers

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday said over 
$9 billion in pledges made by the 
countries and development partners 
showed their confidence in Paki-
stan’s coalition government. “As a 
Team Pakistan, this success is an 
achievement for the coalition gov-
ernment and the nation,” the prime 
minister said in a statement as he 
co-hosted a day-long conference 
on the reconstruction and rehabili-
tation in the wake of the country’s 
summer floods in Geneva yesterday. 
Shehbaz Sharif lauded the contri-
bution of all concerned ministries 
and departments in making Gene-
va’s Resilient Pakistan conference a 
success. He acknowledged the role 
played by Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, Finance Minister 

Ishaq Dar, Planning Minister Ah-
san Iqbal, Climate Change Minister 
Sherry Rehman, State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar, 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and Information 
Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb. He 
assured that as a trust, the financial 
assistance would be provided to the 
deserving through a third-party au-
dit. Shehbaz Sharif mentioned the 
special financial support extended 
by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad 
Bin Salman besides the pledges of 
the conference. He also highlighted 
the support of the leadership of Chi-
na, Turkiye, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Qatar, the European Union, 
the United States, Germany, Japan, 
France, and other countries to help 
Pakistan overcome the post-flood 
challenges. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The 13th plenary ses-
sion of the Asian Parliamentary As-
sembly (APA) has gotten underway 
in the Türkiye city of Antalya. A Par-
liamentary delegation of Pakistan is 
participating in the prestigious event, 
comprising members from both Na-
tional Assembly and Senate, said a 
message received here on Tuesday. 
On the first day of the plenary ses-
sion, the APA, in a historic move, 
granted Observer Status to the Inter-
national Parliamentarians Congress 
(IPC), an international parliamenta-
ry organisation constituted through 
a resolution adopted by the Senate of 
Pakistan. The APA also extended an 
invitation to the IPC for participation 
in the ongoing plenary. Senator Mu-

hammad Sadiq Sanjrani, Chairman 
Senate of Pakistan, is the President 
of IPC, which is headquartered in 
Islamabad and comprises individ-
ual parliamentarians from around 
the world to work in unison for the 
promotion of democracy, peace, and 
development in the world. Earlier, 
in a related move, Senator Nuzhat 
Sadiq, who is leading the Pakistan 
delegation, earned another laurel for 
the country when she was appointed 
unopposed as the Rapporteur for the 
13th APA plenary. On the sidelines, 
the Pakistan delegation undertook 
extensive parliamentary diplomacy, 
holding meetings with delegations of 
Qatar, UAE, Iran, Bahrain and Türki-
ye. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday issued 
bailable arrest warrants for Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chief Imran 
Khan, senior leaders of his party 
Asad Umer and Fawad Chaudhry. A 
four-member bench headed by Nis-
ar Durrani announced the reserved 
judgment in contempt of ECP case. 
The bench rejected the pleas for ex-
emption from appearance in con-
tempt of the Election Commission 
case. The ECP has directed PTI lead-
ers to secure bail against surety bonds 
of worth Rs50,000 each before Jan-
uary 17. Last year, the top electoral 
body initiated contempt proceedings 
against the PTI leaders for alleged-
ly using foul language against Chief 

Election Commissioner Sikandar 
Sultan Raja and ECP. It had served 
several notices on them, asking them 
to appear in person and explain their 
point of view. However, the PTI lead-
ers did not appear before the ECP 
and later challenged its powers to 
initiate contempt proceedings under 
Section 10 of the Election Act 2017 
in different high courts. On Tuesday 
last week, the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan allowed the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) to continue its 
proceedings against PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan, and his party leaders 
Asad Umar and Fawad Chaudhry in 
a contempt case filed against them 
over controversial remarks against 
the electoral body.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Dr Akbar Nasir Khan has 
directed for comprehensive security 
measures at Red Zone and asked the 
personnel to ensure foolproof securi-
ty of important buildings, including 
offices and embassies. During a visit 
to the Red Zone, the IGP examined 
all the checkpoints and issued neces-
sary directions with regard to security 
measures. Capital Police Officer Se-
curity Division, Hassan Raza and Se-

nior Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Operations, Malik Jamil Zafar briefed 
the IGP over the checking procedure 
and other security measures. Dr Ak-
bar directed the deployed staff to stay 
alert during duty hours, “as the Red 
Zone is a sensitive area.” He asked 
the personnel to ensure foolproof se-
curity in the area. All the officers and 
jawans on duty were directed to wear 
bulletproof jackets and helmets for 
their safety. (APP)

KHANEWAL: The Agricultural 
department Extension informed 
growers about the timely removal 
of Aphids from plants, besides pro-
tecting farmers-friendly pests during 
the Farmers Day event arranged at 
suburban Chuk of Katcha Kho here. 
Aurangzeb Syal, a local grower, or-
ganised the event, wherein Depu-
ty Director Agricultural Extension 
(DDAE), Dr Iqbal Khan imparted 
awareness to a large number of 
growers regarding eradication of 
weeds on time with balanced use of 

fertilisers followed by proper irri-
gation to get better output of crops. 
Meanwhile, Assistant Director 
Mazhar Hussain provided guidelines 
about the importance of the culti-
vation procedure of oily seed in the 
fields. DDAE Iqbal also reviewed the 
cultivation area for the wheat crop 
at Chuk No.25/10R and assured of 
resolving any problem that arises 
pertaining to wheat cultivation. He 
further hinted at conducting dis-
trict-level wheat competitions soon 
in the future. (APP)

MUZAFFNARGARH: A minor being 
lined up for taking flour for three 
days suffered injuries on his turn 
as stampede occurred at the sale 
point here on Tuesday. He received 
severe wounds on his head caused 
by a chair, hurled at him from inside 
the collection point. As per details, 
12-year-old Muhammad Shayan, 
son of Lal Shah, resident of Moza 
Chaudhary couldn’t get flour for 
three days despite waiting in queue 

outside the sale point. Today, when 
his turn finally came, a stampede 
erupted in which he was struck by 
a chair, leaving his head bleeding. 
He was then shifted to THQ hospital 
Kot Addu immediately by the fellow 
customers for treatment. Following 
the incident, maternal uncle of the 
child reported the incident to police 
station, alleging the staffers of the 
sale point for triggering the mishap.
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police 
(CTP) Rawalpindi under its ongoing 
smog awareness campaign is visiting 
different areas and trying to sensitize 
people to avoid any health or safety 
hazards during smog season. Ac-
cording to a spokesman, the CTP on 
the directives of Inspector General of 
Police, Punjab had launched a cam-
paign with an aim to raise awareness 
about best practices to keep oneself 
safe and healthy during smog sea-
son. Therefore, the citizens should 
bring the vehicles on the roads while 
keeping them in good condition, 
he said adding, in that regard, the 

teams were visiting different city 
roads and bus terminals to distribute 
pamphlets and face masks among 
motorcyclists, motorists, and pedes-
trians. Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) 
Rawalpindi Taimoor Khan urged 
the citizens to avoid waste burning 
to control smog formation to avoid 
breathing problems, eye, nose, and 
throat infections. The teams were 
briefing the citizens that heart and 
breathing patients should take extra 
measures and use sunglasses while 
going outside which would be help-
ful to avoid any sort of eye infection, 
he said.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Superintendent of 
Police (SP), Potohar, Malik Tariq 
Mehboob visited Saddar Wah police 
station and inspected the front desk, 
lock up and records. He visited the 
police station on Monday night and 
inspected the front desk, lock up, 
records, cleanliness condition and 
the building of the station. The SP 

stressed that the Police Station was 
a basic unit for providing justice to 
the people. Prompt redressal of the 
grievances of the citizens would be 
ensured, he said adding, negligence 
on part of the officials concerned 
would not be tolerated and no com-
promise would be made on service 
delivery. (APP)

SARGODHA: Anti-corruption Es-
tablishment (ACE) Sargodha Region 
on Tuesday arrested a man on the 
charge of selling a plot on fake doc-
uments in Bhakkar. A complainant 
Syed Khursheed Alam, resident of 
Bhakkar in his application submitted 
to Regional Director Anti-corrup-
tion, Asma Ejaz Cheema alleged that 

Ashfaq Ahmed of Bhakkar sold him 
a plot on fake documents. Taking 
action on the complaint, Asma Ejaz 
Cheema tasked circle officer inves-
tigation Bhakkar Shehzad Ahmed 
Faiz to inquire into the matter. After 
completing inquiry, Shehzad Faiz 
arrested the accused. Further action 
was underway. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Center for 
Artificial Intelligence (NCAI) has 
invited young and bright minds to 
present the most innovative projects 
to participate in Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) competition “AI Tech-
Verse 2023”. Al Techverse 2023 is 
an augmentation of NCAI’s flagship 
events the 3rd IEEE Internation-
al Conference on Artificial Intelli-
gence (ICAI 2023), Al IDEAS Chal-
lenge, Al Expo (Lab2Market) and 
Al Voyage. According to an official 
of NCAI, this auspicious event ti-
tled “Al Techverse 2023” is going to 
be held from February 21-23 at the 
National University of Science and 
Technology (NUST). The competi-
tion will provide an opportunity for 

young minds to connect, network 
and bring their best ideas to the 
table. The winners will be award-
ed cash prizes after going through 
a rigorous screening process by AI 
Experts from the AI academia and 
industry. The participants can sub-
mit their concept notes by regis-
tering themselves through the web 
link: https://aitechverse.ncai.pk/. 
The technical areas for submission 
of concept notes included Artificial 
Intelligence Applications, Autono-
mous Systems, Assistive Robotics, 
Intelligent Systems, Convolution 
Neural Networks, Cyber Security 
and AI, Data Fusion, Data Mining 
and Information Retrieval and Deci-
sion Support System. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Police Khidmat 
Centres of Islamabad Capital Police 
are providing transparent and expe-
ditious services to the citizens, and 
facilitated 1,34,113 persons during 
the last year. A police official said that 
the Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad, Dr Akbar Nasir Khan was 
ensuring all possible steps to provide 
maximum facilities to the citizens of 
Islamabad. Police Khidmat Centers 
issue character certificates, general 
police verification reports, copies of 
FIR, missing children reports, and reg-

ister tenants, foreigners as well as do-
mestic servants. “These centers issued 
17,333 character certificates, 28,275 
general police verification reports, 
10,742 reports of missing documents, 
and registered 10,286 vehicles, 47,096 
foreigners, 18,218 tenants and 1,163 
employees. “There is a Police mobile 
facilitation van service, in addition to 
various Khidmat Centers set up in var-
ious areas and sectors, including F-6, 
G-10/4 H-11, Bani Gala, Swan Garden, 
and at different police stations are also 
facilitating the citizens. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL: The district admin-
istration has directed sugar mills 
management to take solid measures 
for facilitating and resolving the 
problems of sugarcane growers. In 
this regard, Assistant Commissioner 
Pharpur Aneeq Anwar as per direc-
tives of Deputy Commissioner Dera 
Ismail Khan Muhammad Qaiser 
Khan paid a visit to Al Moez Sugar 

Mills to learn about the problems be-
ing faced by farmers on the spot and 
review the facilities on the part of the 
mills’ management. During the visit, 
he inspected weighing scales at the 
entry and exit gates, quality control 
laboratory, process control laborato-
ry, sugar packing section, cleanliness 
standard of godowns and stock avail-
ability. (APP)

700 wheat bags recovered

Traffic police hold 
awareness camps

Two gunned down

Three shopkeepers fined

Police arrest kite seller 
with 250 kites

SARGODHA: The district admin-
istration recovered 700 wheat bags 
from a godown here at Ditta Khail 
main market. Official sources said 
on Tuesday that Assistant Com-
missioner Esa khail,during a crack 
down against wheat hoarders,-
checked various shops and godowns 
and recovered 700 illegally stocked 
wheat bags from a godown owned 
by Muhammad Shahid. The AC said 
that the recovered bags would be 
sold in open market at government 
fixed rates.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Traffic police educa-
tion unit holds awareness camps at 
various crossings in the city to sen-
sitize the transporters about preven-
tive measures during fog time. CTO 
Asif Siddique said here on Tuesday 
that pasting reflectors and fog lights 
on rear sides of the transport espe-
cially at slow moving vehicles was 
vital during fog hours. He urged the 
citizens to keep indicators of their 
vehicles functional, besides head-
lights and back lights. He said that 
traffic staff was directed to launch a 
campaign for pasting reflectors on 
the vehicles free of charge across 
the district.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Unidentified assail-
ant gunned down two persons while 
inflicting injuries to another in the 
area of Batala Colony police station. 
Rescue 1122 spokesman said here 
on Tuesday that a motorcyclist in-
tercepted a car near Gol Masjid,L-
CM school Sammundri Road and 
opened indiscriminate firing. As a 
result, two car-riders,aged between 
35-38, received serious bullet inju-
ries and died on the spot. The bodies 
were shifted to District Headquar-
ters (DHQ) Hospital for postmortem 
whereas the police started investiga-
tion for their identification and ar-
rest of the culprit involved in double 
murder, he added.(APP)

SARGODHA: Three shopkeepers 
were fined over profiteering in the 
city here on Tuesday. According to 
the official sources,the price control 
magistrates visited various bazaars 
of the city to check the prices of the 
eatable items set by district admin-
istration and found that three shop-
keepers were involved in profiteer-
ing. Hefty fines were also imposed 
on the violators. Deputy Commis-
sioner Sargodha Capt(retd)Nadeem 
Nasir warned that strict action 
would be continued against those 
who were involved overcharging 
and artificial inflation in the district.
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police arrested a 
kite seller and confiscated 250 kites 
and 13 kite flying string rolls from 
his possession in the jurisdiction 
of Rattaamral Police Station here 
on Tuesday. According to a police 
spokesman, police have arrested a 
kite seller namely Sabir in the Ratta-
amral Police Station area and seized 
250 kites and 13 kite flying string 
rolls from his custody. Superinten-
dent of Police, Rawal Babar Javed 
Joya directed the Rawal Division po-
lice to take strict action against kite 
flyers and sellers. He said, anti-so-
cial elements must be punished and 
no one would be allowed to violate 
rule of law.(APP)
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Euro zone yields rise amid doubts ECB will slow tightening

Asian tourism-focused businesses eagerly await China’s rebound

Philippines eyes onion imports as price tops chicken, beef

Citigroup expects US Fed to raise rates near 5.5% by May

Suzuki expects rocky road to sub-US$15,000 electric minicar

Swiss shipping firm MSC adds Jeddah Islamic Port  
to its India-West Med route

US Supreme Court lets WhatsApp pursue Pegasus suit

FRANKFURT: Euro zone govern-
ment bond yields rose today as 
investors reckoned the economic 
outlook did not support a potential 
slowdown in the European Central 
Bank’s (ECB) monetary tightening. 
Some analysts are wary of forecast-
ing a recession in the euro area due 
to resilient growth at the end of last 
year, falling gas prices and China’s 
reopening from Covid restrictions. 
Stocks in China on Tuesday snapped 
a six-session winning streak, driv-
en by the country’s end to its ze-
ro-Covid policy. Germany’s 10-year 

government bond yield, the euro ar-
ea’s benchmark, rose 5.5 basis points 
(bps) to 2.27%. It hit its highest since 
2011 last week at 2.569%. Despite 
recent volatility in fixed income 
markets, forward contracts on ECB 
euro short-term rate (ESTR) hovered 
around levels seen right after Decem-

ber’s ECB policy meeting. The Au-
gust 2023 ESTR forward was around 
3.4% after rising to 3.5% on Dec 15. 
Recent data showing peaking head-
line inflation in the bloc probably 
won’t be enough to affect the ECB 
stance as core inflation firmed mod-
estly while policy impulses remain 
hawkish. Analysts recalled a recent 
speech by ECB board member Isabel 
Schnabel – the most influential voice 
in the hawkish camp – mentioning a 
policy objective of taking real yields 
more decidedly into positive territo-
ry. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korean and Japa-
nese shop owners, Thai tour bus 
operators and K-pop groups are 
among those celebrating China’s 
border reopening as businesses 
around Asia rekindle ties with the 
region’s largest economy. China was 
the world’s largest outbound tour-
ism market before the pandemic, 
and the absence of its once US$255 
billion of annual spending since bor-
ders were shut three years ago has 
led to financial trouble for many 
tourism-dependent businesses and 
employees. “I’m not afraid of get-

ting Covid-19,” said Choi Dae-sung, 
49, who has sold clothes and other 
products in Seoul’s busy Myeong-
dong shopping district for about 30 
years but rode a motor bike deliver-
ing food to make ends meet during 
the pandemic. “We had such a hard 
time, and I would rather have more 

Chinese people come than the gov-
ernment restricting their entry so 
I can do business.” Hikeshi Spirit, 
a clothing store in Tokyo’s Asaku-
sa district that was hugely popular 
with Chinese tourists before the 
pandemic, is also hoping this key 
customer segment will join other 
nationalities in returning soon, sales 
manager Masaki Nagayama said. 
“About 90% of our staff can speak 
English, so with the timing for Chi-
nese customers, we would like to 
think about hiring staff who can 
speak Chinese,” he said. (Agencies)

MANILA: The Philippines’ agricul-
ture department is planning to im-
port 22,000 tons of onions to boost 
domestic supply as surging prices of 
the cooking ingredient, possibly the 
most expensive in the world, helped 
push inflation to a 14-year high.
The import proposal was arrived at 
during a meeting of the department’s 
executive committee and will be rec-
ommended to President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr for approval, its assistant 
secretary Rex Estoperez said in a 

phone interview Sunday. Marcos is 
also the agriculture secretary. The 
proposed purchase “will be good for 
a month and to pull down prices”, 
Estoperez said. “We can’t sit idly be-
cause one of the drivers of inflation 
is the price of onions.” The purchase 
would be a “temporary solution” and 
there are no further plans to import 
for now, he said. The Southeast Asian 
nation consumes around 17,000 tons 
of onions a month, Estoperez said. 
The agriculture department expects 

the planned imports, once approved, 
would arrive no later than the first 
week of February, he said. Red on-
ions were selling for as much as 650 
pesos (US$11.68) a kilogramme in 
the Philippines and the white vari-
ety was priced as high as 600 pesos, 
about three times the price of chick-
en and around 25% costlier than 
beef, based on the retail prices of 
farm commodities monitored by the 
agriculture department as of Jan 5. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US Federal Reserve 
will raise interest rates to just under 
5.5% by May, with an economic reces-
sion likely sometime in the second half 
of 2023, predicts Citigroup CEO Jane 
Fraser. In a written interview with Nik-
kei, Fraser said that while “overall US 
inflation has peaked, services inflation 
continues to be painfully persistent”. 
“We see the Fed increasing its terminal 
rate to just under 5.5% by next May 
and holding rates at that level through 
the end of next year,” she said in the 

interview conducted in December. 
Members of the Federal Open Market 
Committee anticipate rates peaking 
at 5.1% in 2023, based on the median 
forecast. “I think a recession is likely 
to happen in the US sometime in the 
second half of 2023,” Fraser said. The 
rapid pace of US rate hikes since last 
year has slowed financial markets, with 
Citigroup’s net profit declining 34% on 
the year for the January-September pe-
riod. “No part of the industry has felt 
the impact of the macro environment 

more than investment banking,” Fraser 
said. “A stalled deal environment made 
2022 a difficult year across the board.” 
Meanwhile, “loans and interest-earn-
ing balances are increasing” in the US 
as spending and borrowing normalise, 
she said. Fraser also discussed Citi-
group’s progress on plans to pull out of 
Russia. “We are moving forward with 
winding down our consumer business 
in Russia and will be ending nearly all 
institutional banking services there by 
the end of Q1 2023.” (Agencies)

HAMAMATSU: Keeping the price tag 
on Suzuki Motor’s upcoming electric 
commercial mini vehicle below ¥2 
million (US$15,000) with subsidies 
as originally planned will be “diffi-
cult”, the company’s president told 
reporters recently. “There are points 
where it’s conceivable if we compro-
mise more” on the specifications, “but 
based on our current thinking, I feel it 
will be difficult to realise the ¥1 million 
range”, President Toshihiro Suzuki 
said. The new model is scheduled for 

release in fiscal 2023, which begins in 
April. The Japanese automaker views 
a city-oriented commercial vehicle 
with a limited battery capacity as “an 
easy jumping-off point for an electric 

mini vehicle,” Suzuki said, based on 
an analysis finding that vehicles in big 
urban areas are driven only around 
50km a day. But “costs for raw mate-
rials are soaring”, he said, “and with 
mass production, we’ll be competing 
for materials, driving prices higher”. 
Nissan Motor and Mitsubishi Mo-
tors released their jointly developed 
Sakura and eK X electric passenger 
minicars in June, at an attractive price 
point of around ¥1.8 million including 
subsidies. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi Ports Authority 
has announced that Geneva-based 
international liner operator Mediter-
ranean Shipping Co. has added Jed-
dah Islamic Port to its new India-West 
Mediterranean route.   The ports au-
thority, also known as Mawani, said 
this is a critical step towards boost-
ing Saudi Arabia’s liner connectivity 
as the new route is set to open new 
opportunities for importers and ex-
porters to all parts of the region.  The 
new service falls in line with the ob-

jectives of the National Strategy for 
Transport and Logistics Services by 
consolidating the Kingdom’s position 
as a global logistics center and hub 
connecting three continents. Indus-
tries between India and the Mediter-
ranean such as clothing, automotive, 
and pharmaceutical are projected to 
benefit from the new direct commu-
nication between the two regions.  In 
addition to this, the new service is ex-
pected to reduce transshipments and 
provide fast transit times.  The first 

container vessel to travel the route 
was the “MSC Shanghai”, which left 
Khalifa Port on Dec.19. The service 
offers Mundra to Genoa in 19 days, 
Valencia in 23 days, and Nhava She-
va to Barcelona in 16 days without 
having to transshipment between 
loading and unloading ports.  MSC 
further announced the addition of the 
Himalaya Express shipping service 
which connects the Jeddah Islam-
ic Port with ten other international 
ports.  (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US Supreme 
Court yesterday let Meta Platforms 
Inc’s WhatsApp pursue a lawsuit 
accusing Israel’s NSO Group of ex-
ploiting a bug in the WhatsApp mes-
saging app to install spy software 
allowing the surveillance of 1,400 
people, including journalists, human 
rights activists and dissidents. The 
justices turned away NSO’s appeal 
of a lower court’s decision that the 
lawsuit could move forward. NSO 
had argued that it is immune from 
being sued because it was acting as 

an agent for unidentified foreign 
governments when it installed the 
“Pegasus” spyware. President Joe 
Biden’s administration had urged the 
justices to reject NSO’s appeal, not-
ing that the US state department had 
never before recognised a private 
entity acting as an agent of a foreign 
state as being entitled to immunity. 
Meta, the parent company of both 
WhatsApp and Facebook, in a state-
ment welcomed the court’s move to 
turn away NSO’s “baseless” appeal. 
“NSO’s spyware has enabled cyber 

attacks targeting human rights activ-
ists, journalists and government offi-
cials,” Meta said. “We firmly believe 
that their operations violate US law 
and they must be held to account for 
their unlawful operations.” A lawyer 
for NSO did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment. WhatsApp 
in 2019 sued NSO seeking an injunc-
tion and damages, accusing it of ac-
cessing WhatsApp servers without 
permission six months earlier to in-
stall the Pegasus software on victims’ 
mobile devices. (Agencies)

Beijing can ‘notify’ companies to step up 
trade with Australia

Microsoft in talks to invest US$10bil in 
ChatGPT owner

Australia to make biggest polluters slash emissions

Panasonic, Omron set to enter Japan’s V2H market

New Jersey, Ohio ban TikTok on US govt devices

SYDNEY: China’s ambassador to 
Australia said on Tuesday Beijing 
could “notify” Chinese companies 
to encourage trade between the two 
countries as bilateral ties improved. 
Ambassador Xiao Qian also said 
Australian and Chinese negotiators 
in Geneva were discussing wheth-
er Australia could drop complaints 
at the World Trade Organisation on 
Chinese tariffs on wine and barley 
and resolve them bilaterally, which 
he said would be “a good idea”. “As 
we improve our relationship, as we 
develop our relationship, we’ll come 
back to a normal kind of relation-
ship,” Xiao told reporters following 
a speech in Canberra. Diplomatic 

relations between Canberra and Bei-
jing are easing after several years of 
strain, and the Australian govern-
ment is watching to see if China, its 
largest trading partner, lifts unoffi-
cial trade blockages on a dozen Aus-
tralian exports. China’s state plan-
ner this week allowed three central 
government-backed utilities and its 
top steelmaker to resume coal im-
ports from Australia, lifting an un-
official ban in place since 2020 after 
Canberra called for an investigation 
into Covid-19’s origins. Australia has 
two complaints at the World Trade 
Organisation against dumping tar-
iffs imposed by China on Australian 
wine and barley. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Microsoft Corp is 
in talks to invest US$10 billion into 
OpenAI, the owner of ChatGPT, 
which will value the San Francis-
co-based firm at US$29 billion, 
Semafor reported on Monday, cit-
ing people familiar with the matter. 
The funding includes other venture 
firms and deal documents were 
sent to prospective investors in re-
cent weeks, with the aim to close 
the round by the end of 2022, the 
report said. Microsoft declined to 
comment, while OpenAI did not 
immediately respond to Reuters’ re-
quest for comment. This follows a 
Wall Street Journal report that said 
OpenAI was in talks to sell existing 
shares at a roughly US$29 billion 
valuation, with venture capital firms 
such as Thrive Capital and Founders 
Fund buying shares from existing 

shareholders. OpenAI, founded by 
Tesla Inc CEO Elon Musk and inves-
tor Sam Altman, made the ChatGPT 
chatbot available for free public test-
ing on Nov 30. A chatbot is a soft-
ware application designed to mimic 
human-like conversation based on 
user prompts. The Semafor report 
said the funding terms included Mic-
rosoft getting 75% of OpenAI’s prof-
its until it recoups its initial invest-
ment once OpenAI figures out how 
to make money on ChatGPT and 
other products like image creation 
tool Dall-E. On hitting that threshold, 
Microsoft would have a 49% stake in 
OpenAI, with other investors taking 
another 49% and OpenAI’s nonprof-
it parent getting 2%, the report said, 
without clarifying what the stakes 
would be until Microsoft got its mon-
ey back. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Labor 
government on Tuesday proposed 
to make the country’s biggest pollut-
ers slash their emissions by at least 
30% over the next seven years, with 
some leeway for trade-exposed in-
dustries, such as aluminium and liq-
uefied natural gas. The government 
also announced it would release 
A$600 million (US$414 million) to 
trade-exposed facilities to help them 
cut emissions. The “safeguard mech-
anism” reform plan, which needs 
to be finalised before taking effect 
on July 1, is key to the government 
achieving its target to cut carbon 
emissions by 43% from 2005 levels 
by 2030 and achieve net zero emis-
sions by 2050. “Reforms to the Safe-
guard will help create an effective, 

equitable and efficient trajectory to 
net zero,” climate change and ener-
gy minister Chris Bowen said in a 
statement. Together they account for 
28% of Australia’s carbon emissions. 
They are forecast to emit 143 million 
tonnes of CO2-e in the year to June 
2023, and the government wants 
them to cut that to no more than 100 
million tonnes of CO2-e by 2030.
That ensures they will deliver their 
proportional share of emissions cuts 
across the economy. (Agencies)

KYOTO: The use of electric vehicles 
as home batteries is expected to pick 
up in Japan this year, as Panasonic 
and other companies jump into the 
market for power systems while ex-
isting players expand production.
Panasonic, which leads Japan’s 
market for standard EV chargers 
and solar panels, starts sales of its 
vehicle-to-home (V2H) system in 
February. It will market the prod-
uct through 5,000 business partners 
from electrical contractors to home-
builders. V2H systems include two-
way chargers, which let electricity 
flow both into and out of batteries, 
as well as power conditioners that 
turn direct current from batteries 
into alternating current for use in-
side homes. EVs have been slower 
to catch on in Japan than in the US 
or Europe. But homeowners who 

are likely to use V2H technology 
already have solar panels and stor-
age batteries at home, Panasonic 
said. Adding an EV into the mix lets 
customers consume more – around 
90% – of the electricity produced by 
their solar panels, reducing the need 
for purchases from the grid at a time 
when power prices are soaring. Elec-
tronics manufacturer Omron brings 
its V2H system to market in May. 
The company, best known for med-
ical devices, designed the system to 
weigh 25 kg so it can be installed by 
a single worker. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: New Jersey and 
Ohio said yesterday they were join-
ing other states in banning use of 
the popular video app TikTok on 
government-owned and managed 
devices. New Jersey governor Phil 
Murphy, a Democrat, said in addi-
tion to banning the short-video app 
owned by Chinese technology con-
glomerate ByteDance from state de-
vices he also was banning software 
vendors, products, and services 
from more than a dozen vendors in-
cluding Huawei, Hikvision, Tencent 
Holdings LTD, ZTE Corporation and 
Kaspersky Lab. Murphy’s office said 
“there have been national security 
concerns about user data the Chi-
nese government might require By-

teDance to provide”. Ohio governor 
Mike DeWine, a Republican, said in 
his order “these surreptitious data 
privacy and cyber security practices 
pose national and local security and 
cyber security threats to users of 
these applications and platforms and 
the devices storing the applications 
and platforms”. TikTok did not im-
mediately comment. On Friday, Wis-
consin governor Tony Evers said he 
planned to join other states in ban-
ning use of the popular video app 
that has more than 100 million US 
users. Republican governors have 
led the charge to ban TikTok from 
state devices and some Democratic 
governors have been slower to do so. 
(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Good news regarding writ-
ing, speaking, or publishing could 
come your way today. You might 
feel terribly bored with life and sud-
denly have the urge to get away for 
a while. This isn’t a bad idea, Aries. 
Make a few phone calls.
– TAURUS: Paperwork regarding 
a bonus, settlement, or dividend of 
some kind might need to be execut-
ed today. It will probably be boring. 
You will get it done.
– GEMINI: Strained nerves and 
trepidation about unpleasant tasks 
could have you on edge and likely to 
take your stress out on those closest 
to you. Try to avoid this, Gemini. Go 
for a walk.
– CANCER: You might feel over-
worked today. Your energy could 
be flagging, and you may even feel 
feverish. This is probably nothing 
more than stress, Cancer. Most like-
ly you should take time out from 
your busy life and relax.
– LEO: Today you’re apt to feel espe-
cially romantic. Novels, movies, and 
poetry about love will be appealing. 
If you’re currently romantically in-
volved, consider planning a special 
evening with your partner. If you 
aren’t involved, you might want to 
attend a sporting event.
– VIRGO: A rush of activity at home 

is probably going to involve prepa-
rations for a journey or event. More 
than one visitor could arrive during 
the course of the day. Your mind 
may be going in several different di-
rections, and this could prove a bit 
disconcerting.
– LIBRA: You may experience in-
creased physical and mental activity 
today. Perhaps you will have to do a 
lot of reading or writing very quick-
ly, make a number of phone calls, 
or run more errands than you have 
time for.
– SCORPIO: ou might discover a 
hidden talent for writing, or if you 
already know this, you may find that 
your skill is greater than you sus-
pected. You might have to execute 
some paperwork regarding money, 
Scorpio, but you will get this done 
quickly and efficiently. 
– SAGITTARIUS: You might feel on 
edge today but not know why. You 
may jump at unexpected noises or 
think you see or hear things that 
aren’t there. You aren’t going crazy. 
This is caused by the current plane-
tary configuration.
– CAPRICORN: You may wonder if 
you’re losing your memory today. 
You might have the strange feeling 
that there was something you had to 
do but can’t quite remember what. 
Don’t worry about it, Capricorn.
– ACQUARIUS: Today you might 
have to do a lot of communicating 
with friends. Perhaps you need to 
make phone calls or catch up on 
correspondence. You may be on the 
verge of attaining a goal.
– PISCES: A prominent male author 
whose work you enjoy might pub-
lish a new book. You may consider 
doing some writing of your own, 
particularly if you have a story to 
tell. On a more mundane level, your 
day could require that you spend a 
lot of time in the car or on the phone 
when you’d rather be reading. Be 
sure to schedule time to relax in the 
evening.
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Melbourne Victory handed heavy fine, sanctions over pitch invasion

Tatum stars as Celtics hold off Bulls, Nuggets and Grizzlies triumph

Pakistan climb to second position in ICC Super League standings

 Russian football icon states case for sticking with Europe

Arabian Gulf Cup a chance for Qatar to banish World Cup embarrassment

Kyrgios has last laugh as Djokovic clash sells out in minutes

SYDNEY: Football Australia (FA) have 
handed Melbourne Victory a total of 
A$450,000 (US$310,410) in fines and 
“significant” sporting sanctions for the 
violent pitch invasion that left a play-
er injured during the A-League derby 
against Melbourne City in Decem-
ber. City goalkeeper Tom Glover was 
left bloodied after being struck in the 
face by a metal bucket as Victory fans 
stormed the Melbourne Rectangular 
Stadium pitch, resulting in the aban-
donment of the match. In addition to 
the fine, the club was handed a sus-
pended 10-point deduction which will 

automatically be triggered by each and 
every incident of “serious supporter 
misconduct” over the remainder of this 
and the subsequent three seasons. Vic-
tory have also been banned from sell-
ing tickets for the area of the ground 
from which the fans invaded the pitch 

and will not receive any allocated seat-
ing at away matches for the rest of 
the season. FA calculated that these 
sanctions would cost the club another 
A$100,000. The match will be replayed 
in April starting from the 22nd minute 
with City retaining the 1-0 lead they 
held when the fans invaded the pitch. 
FA chief executive James Johnson said 
the scenes were the “worst” the Austra-
lian game has seen since the start of the 
A-League era in 2004. “The field of play 
is sacred and the safety of our players 
and match officials is paramount,” he 
said in a statement. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum scored 
32 points to help the Boston Celtics 
hold off the determined Chicago Bulls 
on Monday and reach the midway 
point of their NBA season with the best 
record in the league. Grant Williams 
added 20 points, Jaylen Brown scored 
19 and Al Horford’s eight included a 
crucial three-pointer with 25.5 seconds 
remaining in Boston’s 107-99 home 
victory. The Celtics pushed their re-
cord to 29-12 after their first 41 games 

of the 82-game campaign. Meanwhile, 
Denver and Memphis remained neck 
and neck atop the West, the Nuggets 
beating the shorthanded Los Ange-

les Lakers 122-109 and the Grizzlies 
downing the San Antonio Spurs 121-
113. Boston, who were stunned by the 
Oklahoma City Thunder and had to 
fight to hold off the rebuilding Spurs 
on their recent road trip, again let a big 
lead slip but managed to hold on. After 
Chicago star DeMar DeRozan depart-
ed with a thigh injury in the third quar-
ter the Celtics stretched their lead to as 
many as 16 thanks to a strong offensive 
showing from Tatum. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan Cricket Team 
were rewarded for their win against 
New Zealand on Monday, as they 
climbed two places in International 
Cricket Council (ICC) Super League 
standings. ICC Super League stand-
ings will determine the qualifiers for 
the 2023 ODI World Cup. India are 
currently ranked No.1 in standings 
with 139 points after 21 matches. Pa-
kistan’s win against New Zealand in 
first ODI, was their ninth win out of 
last 10 ODI matches. It helped Paki-
stan get 130 points from 19 matches. 

New Zealand were earlier ranked 
No.2 in the standings and could still 
snatch the No.2 position from Paki-
stan again, if they manage to win the 

series. Pakistan could also get the 
No.1 position in ICC ODI Rankings 
if Green Shirts whitewash the Black-
caps in the series. India were taking 
on Sri Lanka in their 22nd match of 
the ICC Super League on Tuesday 
and could increase their lead on the 
top. But they have played one series 
more than the arch-rivals Pakistan. 
Pakistan’s last ODI series of the 
league is against Afghanistan, which 
was postponed earlier. Each team had 
to play 8 series and 24 matches in the 
ICC. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian former interna-
tional football star Andrey Arshavin 
has urged his country not to ditch Eu-
ropean governing body UEFA in favor 
of moving to its Asian counterpart. 
Arshavin suggested that even if Rus-
sia made the switch, it would not solve 
all of the problems caused by the cur-
rent bans imposed on his homeland. 
“We all understand in football terms 
that it’s better to stay in Europe. To 
be honest, I still don’t see any pluses 

from Asia,” Arshavin told journalists 
this week, as quoted by TASS. The for-

mer Zenit St. Petersburg and Arsenal 
winger said that even if leaving UEFA 
for the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) paved the way for World Cup 
qualification, Russia could still face 
the prospect of Western countries re-
fusing to play against it because of the 
conflict in Ukraine. “If it turns out that 
we qualify for the World Cup, [coun-
tries such as] Estonia will go there and 
say that they won’t play against us,” 
Arshavin added. (Agencies)

QATAR: The World Cup remains the 
tournament on everyone’s minds 
only weeks after Argentina’s glorious 
triumph over France in Doha. But as 
the details continue to be discussed, 
one thing remains beyond debate: 
The host nation’s performance on the 
pitch was a massive anticlimax to 12 
years of anticipation. Now, the 25th 
Arabian Gulf Cup is providing Qatar 
with a chance to quickly get back on 
the horse after an embarrassing fall. 
And the message from Al-Ennabi, or 
the Maroons, as the team is known, 
would seem to be that Qatar are here 
to remind the world that they are still 
champions of Asia. But was their 2-0 
Group B win over Kuwait the begin-
ning of a new revolution for the Qa-
tari national team ahead of upcoming 
challenges on the international front? 

To make up for the World Cup failure, 
Basra 2023 could just well be the first 
step on the road to recovery for the 
Qataris who are set to host the 2023 
AFC Asian Cup — initially scheduled 
to take place in China — at the end of 
the year, or potentially in early 2024. 
Whatever the outcome of the 25th Ara-
bian Gulf Cup, the future of the Qatari 
national team will be overseen by a 
new regime after the Felix Sanchez 
era came to an expected end following 
the World Cup debacle. Looking back 

over the years, Sanchez had been with 
what was seen as the country’s gold-
en generation since 2013 — first as 
coach of the U-19 team, then U-23s, 
and from 2017, the senior side as well. 
The crowning glory came with the glo-
rious 2019 AFC Asian Cup triumph in 
the UAE, but sadly that success could 
not be maintained all the way to the 
2022 World Cup, where it seemed 
that Qatar had somewhat forgotten all 
the good habits and experience they 
picked up over the previous decade. 
Qatar’s three losses to Ecuador, Sen-
egal and the Netherlands, to leave the 
competition early without a point and 
only a single goal, was unsatisfactory, 
to say the least, and it betrayed a dis-
tinguished preparation program that 
most other competing teams could 
only dream of having. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Nick Kyrgios took a 
cheeky dig at his critics after tickets 
for Friday’s practice match with Serb 
Novak Djokovic sold out in 58 min-
utes, proving the Australian’s huge 
box office draw. Kyrgios had pulled 
out of the United Cup with an injury 
just minutes before his pre-tourna-
ment press conference, drawing the 
ire of Australian co-captain Lleyton 
Hewitt, his teammates and the me-
dia. The 27-year-old has not played 
since October and an ankle injury 
forced him to skip warm-up tour-
naments in Adelaide as well, before 

Djokovic offered to play him in a 
practice match that will be played at 
Melbourne’s Rod Laver Arena. “Wow 
Nick Kyrgios is bad for the sport! 
Wow what a disgrace, a national em-

barrassment! How dare he sell out 
another stadium, the arrogance,” 
Kyrgios said in a sarcastic tweet to-
day. Former American player Noah 
Rubin questioned the timing of the 
exhibition match just before a Grand 
Slam to which Kyrgios responded: 
“Well to be fair, it will bring more 
crowd than any of your matches.” 
Tickets for the match, a repeat of last 
year’s Wimbledon final, were priced 
at A$20 (US$14) each with the pro-
ceeds going to the Australian Tennis 
Foundation. The Australian Open be-
gins on Jan 16. (Agencies)

Sania Mirza talks about setting boundaries  
in new Instagram post

Pearly-Thinaah crash out, Pang Ron-Mei Xing 
delight crowd

LAHORE: Indian ace tennis star and 
wife of Pakistani star cricketer Shoaib 
Malik, Sania Mirza is very much active 
on social media these days. Her Insta-
gram stories and post captions most-
ly have messages in it and this time 
around the star sportsperson has talked 
about “setting boundaries”. The cryptic 
message she posted on Monday on her 
Instagram story gives her fans a hint 
that something is amiss. In the midst of 
the separation rumours which Shoaib 
and Sania neither confirmed nor de-
nied, they appeared on their talk show. 
Their presence with each other cleared 
the air to a degree. “Our boundaries are 
not judgments of other people. They re 
simply a recognition of our own needs,” 
she said in the Instagram story. “Just 
because I set a boundary with someone 
doesn t necessarily make their behav-
ior wrong. Sometimes it just means 
that their behaviour isn t right for me,” 
the post added. Shoaib had earlier de-

clined to discuss his alleged split from 
Sania. He said, “It is their personal 
matter” and that neither he nor Sania 
would ever discuss it in public. But his 
instagram bio says that he is “Husband 
to a Superwoman”. Despite their ap-
pearance on their talk show, The Mirza 
Malik Show, reports say that they are 
not close with each other, they are sim-
ply fulfilling their professional obliga-
tions. The two sports stars tied the knot 
in 2010. They have a son named Izhaan 
who was born in 2018. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: It wasn’t a season 
beginning that the country’s top wom-
en’s doubles pair Pearly Tan-M.Thi-
naah would have asked for, but that 
was what the local fans had to digest 
when the duo suffered a surprise first-
round defeat in the ongoing Malaysia 
Open badminton championships. The 
world number six pair crashed out 
of the BWF World Tour Super 1000 
tournament in straight sets 19-21,14-
21 to Bulgarian siblings Gabriela 
Stoeva-Stefani Stoeva, ranked 16 in 
the world, at the Axiata Arena here 
today. The 2022 Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games champions, who 
were not in their best form today, were 
dejected after letting down the home 
crowd. “Not a good match for us, and 
we didn’t play really well. Of course, 
our opponent played very well today, 
they controlled the shuttle well. They 
did really pressure us in the second set 
with an aggressive attack, while we 
didn’t do our part well,” said Pearly. 
Thinaah on the other hand wants to 
move forward and remain determined 
to come back stronger in the India 
Open next week. “I think today wasn’t 
our day, nothing went well for us. We 

need to go back, talk about today’s 
match, analyse and come back stron-
ger,” she added. Meanwhile, newly 
minted mixed doubles pair Hoo Pang 
Ron-Teoh Mei Xing created one of 
the biggest upsets in the tournament 
when they stunned world number 16 
pair Kyohei Yamashita-Naru Shinoya 
21-11, 15-21, 21-19. Despite only play-
ing their third tournament together 
since being paired up in December, the 
world number 157 pair showed confi-
dence and determination to oust the 
Japanese pair. “First set was slightly 
nervous, but we got the momentum in 
the second set and managed to adapt 
to the wind in the third to be able to 
win,” said Pang Ron, adding that they 
will chart their strategy to face eighth 
seeds Thom Gicquel-Delphine Del-
rue of France in the second round on 
Thursday. (Agencies)

Najam Sethi gives free hand to Babar Azam to select playing XI
LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket Board’s 
(PCB) chairman management commit-
tee Najam Sethi assured the skipper 
Babar Azam on Tuesday that no one 
would interfere in selecting the final 
XI and it would be his own decision. 
Samaa TV learnt that Najam Sethi told 
Babar Azam he would have the free 

hand in selecting the playing XI. PCB 
Head also praised Babar Azam for his 
performances in all formats and said 
Pakistan cricket team were lucky to 
have him. Babar Azam has scored 10 
fifty plus scores in his last 11 ODI in-
nings and is ranked No.1 in ICC ODI 
rankings. He is only batter to be in 

Top 5 of all formats in ICC Rankings. 
Babar Azam had shown frustration last 
week when he was informed that Shan 
Masood was his vice-captain. There 
was also a confusion when the newly 
appointed vice-captain was not includ-
ed in the playing XI by Babar Azam. 
(Agencies)
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ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday 
issued a notice to Federal Minister 
for Commerce Naveed Qamar over 
Code of Conduct’s violation. The 
district monitoring officer (DMO) 
issued the notice to the minister for 
announcing some projects and de-
velopment schemes for  Tando Mu-
hammad Khan district on January 7 
after the announcement of election 

schedule for local government elec-
tions in Sindh. The DMO summoned 
the minister in personal capacity or 
through a lawyer within two days 
of the receipt of the notice. He also 
warned the minister of action  under 
the provision of Election Act 2017 
and relevant provisions of Code of 
Conduct for Local Government elec-
tions 2022 if he did not refrain from 
committing such activities. (APP)

Lützerath: German police on Tues-
day began removing climate activ-
ists perched precariously on high 
structures as they embarked on a 
“dangerous” operation to evacuate a 
protest camp that has become a sym-
bol of resistance against fossil fuels. 
Luetzerath, a village in North 
Rhine-Westphalia state, was once 
home to around 100 people but has 
been abandoned over the years as 
uncertainty hung over its planned 
evacuation for the expansion of the 
neighbouring coal mine Garzweiler. 
Since the last resident, a farm-
er, packed up and left in October 
2022, the village has been turned 
over to around 2,000 anti-coal ac-
tivists who are trying to prevent 
the site from being dug up for coal. 
The activists have built barricades and 
dug trenches to stop police getting 
in. Some are also swinging on ham-
mocks erected high up above ground. 
The protesters have vowed that there 
will be “no limits” in its defence of 

the site, and that they would make 
an “active defence” of the village. 
“We’ve left a few surprises for the po-
lice,” said Joey, 28, a balaclava-clad 
former surgical assistant who is now a 
veteran of the occupation of the village. 
“Most of the people will choose a 
passive defence (of the village), 
but others will act with active de-
fence. There will be no limit. 
“It may sound harsh but there 
are bigger things coming with cli-
mate change, people are dying”. 
Joey said he only fears the violence 
could escalate the longer the occupa-
tion goes on and far from the watchful 
eye of the media, who will be forced to 
leave once the operation begins. (APP)
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LHC orders to implement verdict on issuance of NOC to Ramzan Sugar Mills
LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Tuesday ordered to imple-
ment its verdict about issuance of 
a no objection certificate (NOC) to 
Ramzan Sugar Mills in two days. Jus-
tice Shahid Karim passed the orders 
while disposing of a petition filed by 
Ramzan Sugar Mills for implemen-
tation of the court orders about issu-

ance of the NOC for making the mills 
operational. During the proceedings, 
the court expressed displeasure at the 
late appearance of the Excise and Tax-
ation Department (E&TD) Director 
General Dr Asif Tufail. The director 
general sought apology and assured 
that it would not be repeated in future. 
However, he failed to satisfy the court 

over not issuing NOC to Ramzan Sug-
ar Mills, in response to a court query. 
Subsequently, the court ordered imple-
mentation of its orders within two-day 
and disposed of petition. The court, on 
Dec 10 ordered the E&TD Punjab to 
issue a NOC for making the Ramzan 
Sugar Mills operational while allowing 
a petition for the purpose. (APP)

Booking office of illegal 
housing colony sealed

After hype and 
controversy,  

Prince Harry’s 
memoir goes on sale

MULTAN: Multan Development Au-
thority (MDA) has sealed the book-
ing office of an illegal housing colony 
during a crackdown launched across 
the city here on Tuesday. In line with 
special directives of Director Gener-
al MDA Qaisar Saleem, the enforce-
ment directorate team launched an 
operation at Multan Public School 
road and sealed the booking office 
of Dream Land Housing Scheme. 
The MDA officials said that owners 
of the colony have been sent notices 
time and again for the completion of 
legal formalities. The owners of the 
housing schemes were involved in 
sale and purchase of plots without 
getting proper permission from the 
Multan Development Authority. In a 
statement issued here, the DG MDA 
Qaisar Saleem said that crackdown 
was continued against illegal hous-
ing colonies without any discrimina-
tion. He said that the citizens were 
being informed about illegal housing 
colonies through different aware-
ness campaigns. He said that the 
department was striving hard to pre-
vent fraud and losses to citizens by 
these illegal housing colonies. (APP)

London: After months of anticipation 
and a blanket publicity blitz, Prince 
Harry’s autobiography “Spare” went 
on sale Tuesday as royal insiders hit 
back at his scorching revelations. 
The royal family led by King Charles 
III and Harry’s elder brother Prince 
William have maintained a studied 
silence as painful details from the 
book and a round of pre-publica-
tion TV interviews have piled up. In 
“Spare”, Harry, 38, portrays his fa-
ther, 74, as emotionally crippled, the 
victim of brutal childhood bullying. 
But among the many contradictions 
in the book, Harry also characteris-
es the king as a doting father, who 
favours strong French aftershave 
and conducts headstands in his un-
derwear to alleviate polo-induced 
back pain. “He never forgot that I 
didn’t like the dark, so he’d gently 
tickle my face until I fell asleep,” 
the 38-year-old Duke of Sussex rec-
ollects of his childhood. But palace 
insiders quoted in the UK press said 
Harry had crossed a line in attacking 
Queen Consort Camilla, Charles’s 
second wife following the death of 
Princess Diana, William and Harry’s 
mother. “He has been kidnapped by 
a cult of psychotherapy and (wife) 
Meghan,” one royal source told The 
Independent newspaper. “It is impos-
sible for him to return (to Britain) in 
these circumstances,” it said, as oth-
er sources accused Harry of betray-
ing both his father and brother. The 
book opens with an epigraph drawn 
from US author William Faulkner -- 
which Harry writes he found on the 
website BrainyQuote.com. “The past 
is never dead. It’s not even past,” it 
says, setting the stage for 410 pages 
of ghost-written prose dominated by 
Harry’s trauma over Diana’s death, 
score-settling with his family and ha-
tred of the British media. (APP)

ECP serves notice on Naveed Qamar for 
violating Code of Conduct

Police move in on anti-coal activists at 
a German protest camp
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New York: Boeing acceleraed the pace 
of commercial plane deliveries in the 
fourth quarter, but again lagged arch-ri-
val Airbus for all of 2022, according 
to company data released Tuesday. 
The US aviation giant delivered 152 
planes in the October to December pe-
riod, bringing its total last year to 480, 
up more than 40 percent from 2021. 
This is the highest number since 2018 
when Boeing delivered 806 planes 
before it was rocked by crises over-
the 737 MAX when two fatal crashes 
and a massive travel downturn due 
to Covid-19 sent orders plunging. 
Boeing has badly lagged Airbus in de-
liveries in recent years, and in 2022 it 
once again fell short of the European 
planemaker, which said Tuesday it had 
delivered 661 planes to airlines and oth-
er clients last year. Deliveries are closely 
monitored by Wall Street because they 
are tied to company revenues. When 
Boeing last reported quarterly earn-
ings in October, it still had hundreds 
of planes in inventory, including its 
best-selling models, the 737 MAX and 
787 Dreamliner, both of which have 
suffered from lengthy periods of halted 

deliveries in recent years. In the fourth 
quarter, Boeing delivered 110 of the 737 
planes, the most of any quarter in 2022. 
The inventory has included MAX 
planes originally built for carriers in 
China, the only major market where 
the jet has not resumed service.
Boeing has said it is seeking to redi-
rect the planes to other consumers. 
Boeing also halted deliveries of the 
787 for more than a year while it ad-
dressed production problems. But 
they resumed after a lengthy review 
with US air safety regulators, with 31 
planes going to customers in 2022, 
including 22 in the fourth quarter. 
Boeing also announced some signifi-
cant new orders in the fourth quarter 
on Tuesday, including an agreement 
with United Airlines to add 100 units 
of 787 planes in a sign of strengthening 
demand for long-haul transport amid 
the travel recovery. In all, Boeing had 
808 orders last year, net of cancelations. 
Boeing has signaled that it expects to re-
turn to a period of more robust financial 
performance in the 2025 to 2026 time-
frame, with free cash flow reaching $10 
billion in that period. (APP)

Boeing deliveries rose in 2022, but still 
lag behind Airbus

Mexico City: US President Joe Biden 
will travel to Canada in March for his 
first visit to the northern neighbor 
since taking office, the White House 
announced Tuesday. At talks on the 
sidelines of a North American leaders’ 
summit in Mexico City, Biden told Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau that he “looks 
forward to traveling to Canada in March 
of this year,” a statement said. Biden and 
Trudeau discussed issues including joint 
efforts to boost economic competitive-
ness, tackle climate change, strengthen 
security cooperation and address irreg-
ular migration and instability in Haiti, 
according to the White House. “The 
leaders highlighted recent coordinated 
actions to provide assistance to the peo-

ple of Haiti and hold those fomenting 
violence accountable, including through 
sanctions,” the statement said. “The two 
leaders committed to continue coordi-
nation with partners on the UN Security 
Council on next steps to support stability 
to Haiti, including support to the Haitian 
National Police,” it added. Haiti’s gov-
ernment has appealed for international 
intervention as armed gangs take over 
large swaths of the poverty-stricken Ca-
ribbean nation. (Agencies)

Biden to visit Canada in March: White House

IPC Minister, Argentinian ambassador discuss scope of cooperation in sports
ISLAMABAD: Argentinian Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Leopoldo Francisco 
Sahores on Tuesday called on Minis-
ter for Inter-Provincial Coordination 
(IPC) Ehsan ur Rehman Mazari and 
discussed the scope of cooperation 
between the two countries in the field 
of sports, especially football, polo, 
squash and mountaineering. The min-
ister congratulated the ambassador 
on Argentina’s recent victory in the 
Football World Cup, said a press re-
lease. Minister Mazari said Pakistan 
was home to a large number of youth 
population, and it would be a great in-

vestment in developing their skills in 
the field of sports. Pakistan could learn 
from Argentinian experience and ex-
pertise in football coaching and train-
ing, he added. He also discussed about 
the possibility of football coaching and 
training for Pakistan female football 
players. The ambassador told the min-
ister that he had a detailed discussion 
in that regard with Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister (SAPM) on Youth Af-
fairs Shaza Fatima Khawaja and lots 
of other matters relating to bilateral 
cooperation, focusing specifically the 
youth. He said the Argentinian gov-

ernment wanted a long-term engage-
ment with Pakistan, especially in the 
field of sports. The envoy also talked 
about the potential visit of Argentini-
an female football players to Pakistan 
early this year, to train and coach fe-
male football players in Pakistan. He 
said Pakistani female football players 
from Quetta had a great talent for the 
sport. It was mutually proposed that 
both the countries could work togeth-
er on exchange of sports specialists for 
the development of bilateral relations 
and also fight together against the 
menace of doping. (APP)

Sindh govt to appoint 
LAOs for M-6 project

KARACHI: Sindh government, on 
Tuesday, decided to appoint Land 
Acquisition Officers (LAOs) in Hy-
derabad, Shaheed Benazirabad and 
Sukkur for ensuring completion of 
Hyderabad-Sukkur section of Mo-
torway (M6) at the earliest. The de-
cision was taken in an important 
meeting held here regarding M6 
Motorway with Sindh Chief Secre-
tary Dr. Muhammad Sohail Rajput in 
the chair.  Sohail Rajput said that M6 
Motorway was an important project 
and acquisition of land in Hyderabad 
and Shaheed Benazirabad would be 
completed on a priority basis. The CS 
Sindh said that LAOs would be ap-
pointed for Hyderabad, Sukkur and 
Shaheed Benazirabad to ensure the 
fast-track process of land acquisition 
for the project. He also directed the 
senior member Board of Revenue 
and Divisional Commissioners to 
monitor the land acquisition process 
while NHA officials were instruct-
ed to complete the M6 project at a 
fast pace. Commissioner Hyderabad 
Bilal Ahmed Memon informed the 
meeting that permission has been 
granted for starting work on the mo-
torway in Hyderabad and Jamshoro 
districts. Officials of NHA briefed 
that work on the motorway would 
start from both sides- Jamshoro and 
Rohri- so that the M6 motorway can 
be completed in 24 months. They in-
formed a bridge would be construct-
ed on River Indus between Jamshoro 
and Hyderabad. The meeting was 
further informed that the forest de-
partment would plant saplings along 
the M6 motorway. The meeting was 
also attended by Senior Member 
Board of Revenue Baqaullah Anwar, 
Secretary Finance Sajid Jamal Abro, 
Secretary Forests Dr. Badar Jameel 
Mendhru and concerned deputy 
commissioners. (APP)

MANILA: The acting Philippine de-
fense chief has resigned, officials 
said Monday, in the latest in a series 
of top-level changes in the coun-
try’s security establishment that 
has sparked speculation of renewed 
military unrest.President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. accepted “with deep re-
gret” the resignation of defense of-
ficer-in-charge Jose Faustino Jr. The 
president offered the top defense 
post to Carlito Galvez Jr., another 
retired general who has been in-
volved in peace talks with insurgent 

groups, presidential spokesperson 
Cheloy Garafil said. Galvez accepted 

the offer, Garafil said, without pro-
viding other details, including why 
Faustino, a former military chief of 
staff, decided to resign. Marcos on 
Saturday cut short the term of mili-
tary chief of staff Lt. Gen. Bartolome 
Bacarro, whom he had appoint-
ed five months ago, and replaced 
him with a retiring general with-
out explaining the surprise move. 
Faustino is a supporter of Bacar-
ro and the two were classmates at 
the Philippine Military Academy. 
(Agencies)

Philippine defense chief quits in latest security shakeup


