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KIEV: Wagner Group units have tak-
en control of the “entire territory” of 
Soledar, the head of the private military 
company, Yevgeny Prigozhin, claimed 
on Tuesday evening. Fighting is con-
tinuing in the center of the town, where 
an unknown number of Ukrainian sol-
diers has been encircled. “There is a 
cauldron in the center of town, where 
urban fighting is taking place,” Prigo-
zhin said in a statement released to 
the media. “We’ll announce the num-

ber of prisoners tomorrow.” He added 
that  “no other units” apart from Wag-
ner personnel had taken part in the 
storming of Soledar. A video showing 
two Wagner fighters standing outside 
the town administration building was 
released on social media earlier in the 
day. Such recordings, usually accom-
panied with geospatial coordinates, 
have commonly been used during the 
conflict to announce territorial control.
Named after its salt mines, Soledar had 
around 10,000 residents before the con-
flict. The Ukrainian army turned it into 
a strongpoint after being pushed out of 
Popasnaya in mid-2022. Russian con-
trol over the town creates problems for 
Kiev’s forces in the embattled bastion 
of Artyomovsk, which Ukraine has re-
named Bakhmut. (Agencies)
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WASHINGTON: A US Think Tank 
recently simulated a Chinese invasion 
of Taiwan in 2026 and published its 
results on January 9, which suggest 
that a conflict over Taiwan would re-
sult in thousands of casualties among 
Chinese, US, Taiwanese and Japanese 
forces, and China would likely lose 
the war.  The Washington DC-based 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS) conducted wargame 
simulations of a possible conflict over 
Taiwan, a matter of grave concern 
among military and political leaders 
in Asia and the US. According to the 
results of the simulations, at the end 
of the conflict, at least two US aircraft 
carriers would be sunk in the Pacific, 
while China’s modernized People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, the larg-
est naval force in the world, would 
be in “shambles.” Despite emerging 
victorious in the conflict, the US mil-
itary would be left in a crippled state 
just as much as the defeated PLA forc-
es. These are some of the conclusions 
reached by the CSIS after having con-
ducted what it describes as one of the 
most extensive wargame simulations 
ever conducted on a possible war 
over Taiwan, the island nation of 24 
million that the Chinese Communist 
Party claims as part of its sovereign 
territory, and intends to reunify with 
the Chinese mainland. CSIS ran two 
dozen war scenarios, the results of 
which were published in a report ti-
tled, ‘The First Battle of the Next War.’ 
The premier American think tank said 
that the project was essential because 
previous unclassified analyses either 
focus on one aspect of an invasion, 
are not rigorously structured, or do 
not focus on military operations, and 
classified wargames are not transpar-
ent to the public. Without a suitable 

analysis, public debate will remain un-
anchored, said the CSIS report. CSIS 
ran this wargame 24 times to address 
two fundamental questions: would the 
invasion succeed, and at what cost? 
The CSIS report said the probable 
answers to those two questions are 
no and enormous, respectively. The 
results summarized in the beginning 
state that “the invasion always starts 
the same way,” which entails an open-
ing bombardment that destroys most 
of Taiwan’s navy and air force in the 
first hours of hostilities. Bolstered 
by the powerful PLA Rocket Force 
(PLAF), the PLA Navy would encircle 
Taiwan and intercept and prevent any 
attempts to get ships and aircraft to the 
besieged island. Tens of thousands of 
Chinese soldiers would cross the strait 
in a combination of military amphib-
ious craft and civilian roll-on, roll-off 
ships while air assault and airborne 
forces land behind the beachheads. 
However, according to CSIS, in the 
most probable baseline scenario, the 
Chinese invasion would quickly falter 
as the Taiwanese ground forces, de-
spite the massive Chinese bombard-

ment, would stream to the beachhead, 
where the invading troops struggle to 
build up supplies and move inland, 
meanwhile the US submarines, bomb-
ers, and fighter/attack aircraft, often 
backed by Japan Self Defense Forces 
(JSDF), rapidly cripple the Chinese 
amphibious fleet. Also, even if China 
conducts strikes on Japanese bases 
and the US surface ships, the strikes 
will not be able to change the result, 
which is Taiwan remains autonomous, 
according to CSIS. However, the CSIS 
report also notes that for the conflict to 
play out in the way mentioned above, 
Taiwan must resist and not capitulate. 
This is because some Chinese forc-
es will always manage to land on the 
island, and Taiwanese ground forces 
must be able to contain any beachhead 
and counterattack forcefully as Chi-
nese logistics weaken. In addition, the 
report also notes that the Taiwanese 
ground forces have severe weakness 
and recommends that Taiwan fill its 
ranks and conduct rigorous, combined 
arms training. “Ground forces must 
become the center of Taiwan’s defense 
effort,” said the report. (Agencies)

– US Predicts What Would Happen If China Invaded Taiwan –

10,000 PLA Troops Killed, 150 Fighter Jets Shot Down
Several injured in knife attack at Paris train station

Wagner group claims full control of Soledar

US stocks face massive drop – Morgan Stanley

Poland appeals to US in $1.3 trillion row with Germany 

‘Historic’ UK space mission ends in fiasco

Syria arrests 6 officers for ‘treason’

Second potentially habitable Earth-size planet found 

PARIS: Several people were injured in 
a stabbing attack at the Gare du Nord 
train station in central Paris on Wednes-
day morning, French Interior Minister 
Gerald Darmanin has said. The suspect 
was “quickly neutralized” by police, 
Darmanin wrote on Twitter, praising 
the officers for their “effective and cou-
rageous response.” Six people suffered 
minor injuries in the attack and were 
provided medical care on site, accord-
ing to BFTV. France Bleu has revealed 
more details of the incident, saying that 
the suspect, who reportedly spoke Ar-
abic, began indiscriminately stabbing 
people at the station. Police quickly ar-

rived at the scene, and shots were fired 
after the man tried to assault one of the 
officers. The suspect was wounded and 
hospitalized in critical condition, ac-
cording to the outlet. Railway operator 
TER Hauts-de-France said the incident 
at Gare du Nord has led to disruptions 
in train schedules. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: US stocks are expected to 
undergo much sharper declines than 
most of the pessimistic projections 
outlined, according to Michael Wil-
son, Morgan Stanley’s chief US equity 
strategist, as quoted by Bloomberg. In 
a research note seen by the agency, the 
analyst said that the recession would 
exacerbate the biggest annual decline 
in the equity market since the glob-
al financial crisis. Wilson added that 
the S&P 500 could drop much lower 
than the 3,500 to 3,600 points that the 

market is currently estimating, in the 
event of a mild recession. “The con-
sensus could be right directionally, 
but wrong in terms of magnitude,” he 
said, adding that the benchmark could 
bottom around 3,000 points, or some 
22% as against current levels. The an-
alyst warned, however, that while a 
peak in inflation would bolster bond 
markets, “it’s also very negative for 
profitability.” Margins will continue 
to disappoint through 2023, he added 
(Agencies)

WARSAW: Polish officials have called 
on Washington to pressure Germany 
into paying out $1.39 trillion in repara-
tions for war damages sustained during 
World War II. Speaking at a press con-
ference on Tuesday, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Arkadiusz Mularczyk 
stated that an appeal to the US Con-
gress was the next step in the “interna-
tionalization” of Polish claims for war 
damages from Berlin. “We believe that 
the US is a country that determines the 
global order today, a key country when 
it comes to respecting the internation-
al order, human rights, the rule of law 

and international justice,” Mularczyk 
said. He added that he hopes the US 
Congressional Committee, as well as 
several individual senators and con-
gressmen, will assist Warsaw in “the is-
sue of Poland’s claiming compensation 
for the effects of World War II.” “I want 
to emphasize that to this day Germany 
has not compensated Poland for war 
losses. Also, Polish citizens have not re-
ceived appropriate compensation from 
the German state,” he said, having pre-
viously accused Berlin of double stan-
dards and disrespect towards the Polish 
state. (Agencies)

LONDON: The first-ever orbital launch 
attempt from UK soil made by the Vir-
gin Orbit company ended in failure on 
Monday due to a technical issue despite 
some initial progress. The exact reason 
for the malfunction was not immedi-
ately clear. The company’s modified 
Boeing 747 jet, dubbed ‘Cosmic Girl’, 
successfully took off from Newquay 
Airport in the English county of Corn-
wall, later releasing a rocket carrying 
nine satellites which were supposed 
to be positioned at an altitude of about 
500km. As the flight proceeded, Virgin 
Orbit tweeted that the rocket named 
LauncherOne and its payload had suc-
cessfully reached orbit. However, later 
it turned out that this was not what had 
taken place. According to a statement 
released by Virgin Orbit on Tuesday, 
the initial stages of the “historic” en-

deavor went off without any issues. The 
rocket went hypersonic and reached 
space, undergoing a successful stage 
separation. “However, at some point 
during the firing of the rocket’s second 
stage engine… the system experienced 
an anomaly, ending the mission prema-
turely,” it said. The company also said it 
had removed the tweet about the rocket 
reaching orbit. Meanwhile, the ‘Cosmic 
Girl’ aircraft and its crew safely re-
turned to the ground after the launch. 
(Agencies)

DAMASCUS: The Syrian regime’s 
Military Intelligence Directorate has ar-
rested six officers of different ranks on 
charges of “treason” after information 
was leaked to third parties that led to the 
assassination of a senior Iranian colonel 
last November near the capital, Damas-
cus. The local Voice of the Capital TV 
channel reported that the Officers’ Af-
fairs Branch of the Military Intelligence 
Directorate arrested the six officers after 
intelligence revealed that they had acted 
as an “intelligence network for a foreign 
country” and leaked information about 
the movements of the senior Iranian 
aerospace commander Colonel Davoud 
Jafari that led to his assassination in late 

November 2022 at the hands of the “Zi-
onist regime”. According to the Syrian 
channel, Colonel Jafari was killed near 
Damascus International Airport with 
an explosive device during an intelli-
gence mission in the Quneitra country-
side near the border area with Israel. In 
November, the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps said in a statement that 
Colonel Jafari had lost his life in a road-
side bomb blast on the outskirts of the 
Syrian capital, Damascus, blaming Isra-
el for his death. Colonel Jafari had visit-
ed southern Syria on a reconnaissance 
mission, accompanied by officers from 
the Saasa branch of Military Security a 
week before his death. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: A NASA mission 
has spotted an Earth-size exoplanet 
orbiting a small star about 100 light-
years away. The planet, named TOI 
700 e, is likely rocky and 95% the size 
of our world. The celestial body is the 
fourth planet to be detected orbiting 
the small, cool M dwarf star TOI 700. 
All of the exoplanets were found by 

NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey 
Satellite, or TESS mission. Another 
planet in the system, discovered in 
2020 and named TOI 700 d, is also the 
size of Earth. Both of these exoplanets 
exist in their star’s habitable zone, or 
just the right distance from the star 
that liquid water might potentially ex-
ist on their surfaces. (Agencies)

LIMA: The office of Peru’s top prose-
cutor has launched an inquiry into new 
President Dina Boluarte and members 
of her cabinet over violent clashes in 
which at least 40 people have been 
killed and hundreds injured since early 
December. The inquiry comes after at 
least 17 people were killed in the coun-
try’s southern Puno region on Monday 
– the most deadly day of protests since 
former President Pedro Castillo was 
ousted and detained last month. The 
violence continued on Tuesday with 
a police officer dying in his car after 

he was trapped inside when it was set 
alight. Prime Minister Alberto Otarola 
on Tuesday imposed a nighttime cur-
few in Puno, which will last three days 
and run from 8.00pm to 4.00am local 
time (01:00-09:00 GMT). Protesters in 
Puno are among Castillo’s staunchest 
supporters and are angry at his replace-
ment by Boluarte, who was appointed 
by Congress in early December follow-
ing Castillo’s removal and arrest. The 
demonstrators have been calling for 
Boluarte’s resignation as well as ear-
ly elections and the release of Castillo, 

who is serving 18 months in pre-trial 
detention on charges of “conspiracy” 
and “rebellion”, which he denies. The 
attorney general’s office said it was 
investigating Boluarte, Otarola, De-
fence Minister Jorge Chavez and Inte-
rior Minister Victor Rojas on charges of 
“genocide, qualified homicide and seri-
ous injuries.”Human rights groups have 
accused authorities of using firearms on 
protesters and dropping smoke bombs 
from helicopters. The army says pro-
testers have used weapons and home-
made explosives. (Agencies)

Inquiry launched into Peru president, curfew in restive region

French plan to raise 
retirement age by two 

years to 64
PARIS: France’s government has pro-
posed raising the legal retirement age 
from 62 to 64 by 2030 in a major reform 
to the pension system. PM Elisabeth 
Borne said the changes were necessary 
to prevent a major deficit in the system 
in the future. Reforming pensions was 
one of President Emmanuel Macron’s 
main promises when he was first elect-
ed in 2017. But the details immediately 
triggered an angry response from the 
unions, with plans for strikes on 19 
January. Ms Borne’s handling of an ex-
plosive reform was cautious, as she an-
nounced the proposals at a news con-
ference. She was careful to emphasise 
the gradual, progressive nature of the 
planned changes, with extra support 
for those on the lowest pensions. But, 
as she admitted, the reform “will spark 
fears and questions among the French 
people”. A recent poll suggests 80% of 
the population is opposed to pushing 
the retirement age back to 64. Some 
MPs even blame Mr Macron’s policy 
for losing his party its parliamentary 
majority last year. (Agencies)
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ISLAMABAD: UNDP Pakistan and 
USAID held a panel discussion in 
Islamabad on the role of fintech 
in expanding financial services in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) includ-
ing Merged Districts (MDs). Ms. 
Tanya Rzehak, Programme Man-
ager, Stabilization & Development 
Programme, UNDP, Mr Muhammad 

Ali Asghar, Chief Economist, Gov-
ernment of KP, representatives from 
USAID, banking sector, entrepre-
neurs, start-ups, experts on fintech 
and other participated in the dis-
cussion. The discussion highlighted 
and explored opportunities to lever-
age from the fintech innovation for 
growth and access to financial ser-
vices in KP and MDs.  The private 
sector plays a vital role in propelling 
the economic uplift of KP includ-
ing MDs. Constraints in access to 
finance limit this growth pushing 
local enterprises into increased fi-
nancial vulnerability. The penetra-
tion of formal financial services in 
the merged districts is among the 

lowest in Pakistan. Limited formal 
banking facilities exist (with varia-
tions across districts) that restrain 
private sector activity, adversely 
impacting job creation and growth. 
The business has low access to fi-
nance, microfinance has only re-
cently started to gain steam, average 
loan sizes remain small. The panel 

emphasized that the rapid techno-
logical development in the financial 
sector should be explored for under-
developed areas (such as NMDs) to 
address the emerging issues that the 
conventional banking system is fac-
ing in expanding financial services.  
Globally, the fintech market is con-
tinuously evolving and expanding 
with an increasing diversity of fund-
ing sources, the scope of business, 
and geographic spread. Improved 
financial and other literacies enable 
individuals to better engage with 
artificial intelligence. The rapid 
growth in mobile users and internet 
penetration brings MDs a big op-
portunity for fintech based systems. 
The use of smartphones for banking 
transactions is rapidly growing in 

the country. Fintech revolution can 
offer major opportunities to accel-
erate financing with reduced costs, 
and innovative business models. 
Since 2015, UNDP Pakistan has 
been providing support to the Gov-
ernment of KP in the uplift and de-
velopment of the Merged Districts. 
The USAID funded FATA Economic 
Revitalisation Programme (FERP), 
implemented by UNDP, is contrib-
uting to the long-term economic 
growth of the Merged Districts by 
supporting the Government of KP in 
creating an enabling environment 
for businesses, engaging entrepre-
neurs, and working with the private 
sector to build capacities for inclu-
sive economic growth.
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UNDP and USAID held a Panel Discussion on role of Fintech in Expanding Financial Services  
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa including Merged Districts (MDs)

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 235.7 238

China Yuan 33.69 33.94

Japanese Yen 2.5 2.55

Saudi Riyal 66.7 67.35

U.A.E Dirham 68.75 69.35

UK Pound 306 309

Euro 271 273

Australian Dollar 168 170

Canadian Dollar 180 182

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
160200

Rs. 
146849

Rs. 
140175

Rs. 
120150

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
137300

Rs. 
125857

Rs. 
120138

Rs. 
102975

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13730 Rs. 12586 Rs. 12014 Rs. 10298

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
389200

Rs. 
356764

Rs. 
340550

Rs. 
291900

PESHAWAR: In the wake of a dis-
pute between Peshawar Develop-
ment Authority (PDA) and Capital 
Metropolitan Government over 
the construction of Peshawar Bus 
Stand, the former has assured that 
the project would be handed over to 
the latter, on the condition that CMG 
pays the expenses so far incurred. 
According to sources from the Local 
Government Department, the PDA 
during a meeting had said that hand-
ing over the project to the PDA was 

the decision of the provincial govern-
ment. According to the decision, the 
PDA was asked to arrange expenses 
for the project from its own resourc-
es. The PDA said that it was decid-
ed that the bus stand would remain 
under the hold of the PDA till the re-
covery of expenses and profit of the 
project and later the stand would be 
handed over to the Capital Metropol-
itan Government. However, the PDA 
had agreed to hand over the project 
to the Capital Metropolitan Govern-

ment, if the expenses so far made 
on the project were returned to the 
PDA and then the Metropolitan Gov-
ernment could complete it according 
to its will. The sources said that the 
Local Government Department has 
acquired the business model of the 
project from Capital Metropolitan 
Government and directed for pre-
senting the entire model, time frame 
and income of the bus stand after 
which the decision of handing over 
the project would be decided.(APP)

Row between PDA, Metropolitan Govt over bus stand

Moderate rain with snowfall over hills  
predicted for most KP

DFC suspends license of five flour dealers

Five injured in cylinder blast

Minister formally inaugurates new BRT route

Motorcyclist crushed to death in Khyber; 
furniture gutted in Lower Dir

ANP postpones province-wide protest to Jan 13

Police arrest ringleader of dacoits group in Manshera

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday predicted that rain with 
moderate to heavy snowfall over the 
hilly areas is likely to occur over Chi-
tral, Lower & Upper Dir, Malakand, 
Buner, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra, Ab-
bottabad, Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber 
and Kurram districts during the next 
24 hours. It further predicted that 
light to moderate rain is also likely to 
occur over Haripur, Swabi, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Peshawar, Charsadda, 
Kohat, Karak, Hangu, Orakzai, Lak-
ki Marwat, Bannu, Tank, Dera Ismail 
Khan, North & South Waziristan dis-
tricts. Moderate to dense fog is like-
ly to occur over Dera Ismail Khan, 
Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera, 
Mardan and Swabi districts as well 
as Peshawar to Swabi Motorway at 
night. During the last 24 hours, rain 
with snowfall over the hills occurred 

in most parts of the province. Rain 
recorded (in mm) was as�Pattan 07, 
Kalam 06, Parachinar 05, Mohmand 
(Mamut Gut 05, Ghalanai 02), Malam 
Jabba, Bajaur & Dir (each) 04, Khy-
ber (Tirah 04, Landi Kotal 02), Tim-
ergara 03, Saidu Sharif, Chitral, Ban-
nu, Buner 02, Kakul, Balakot, Kohat, 
Drosh 01, Peshawar, Mirkhani, 
Takht Bhai, D.I. Khan & Risalpur 
(each) Trace. Snowfall recorded (in 
inches): Kalam 03, Malam Jabba 02. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar 
City 22/06, Chitral 11/01, Timergara 
13/02, Dir 13/00, Mirkhani 11/00, Ka-
lam 05/-4, Drosh 11/01, Saidu Shar-
if 15/04, Pattan 14/06, Malam Jabba 
07/-2, Takht Bhai 21/05, Kakul 16/04, 
Balakot 17/06, Parachinar 14/-5, Ban-
nu 24/04, Cherat 14/03, D.I. Khan 
25/08. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The District Food Con-
troller (DFC), Mardan has suspended 
the dealership and food grain license 
of five nominated government atta 
(flour) dealers with immediate effect 
over poor performance, non-maintain-
ing of records and overpricing in the 

distribution of government-subsidized 
flour. According to an official hand-
out here on Wednesday, the shares of 
those atta dealers, who were involved 
in malpractices, were equally distrib-
uted among the rest of the dealers of 
flour mills concerned. (APP)

PESHAWAR: At least five members 
of a family were injured when a gas 
cylinder exploded in a house in Qa-
dirabad area of Gulbahar here on 
Wednesday. According to Rescue 
1122 sources, its teams immediate-
ly rushed to the site of the incident 

and shifted the injured to the near-
by hospital. Two of the injured were 
provided first aid on the spot. The 
hospital sources said the injured 
were given timely treatment and 
their condition was now out of dan-
ger. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Transport 
Minister, Malak Shah Muhammad 
Khan on Wednesday formally in-
augurated the Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) new feeder route from Shah 
Alam Pull to the Mall of Hayatabad. 
After cutting the ribbon of the new 
feeder route, the minister said BRT 
was an important and beneficial 
project of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government for its people. The 
service, he said, provides modern 
commuting facilities to the mass-
es at subsidized fares. The BRT 

service has achieved internation-
al awards for its best services, the 
minister said and added that before 
the completion of this project, the 
opponents used to make fun of the 
project and highly criticized it. By 
the grace of Allah Almighty, he said 
after the completion of this project, 
the critics were now praising this 
project for its highly beneficial out-
come. The BRT, he said, was pro-
viding state-of-the-art commuting 
facilities to hundreds of thousands 
of people daily. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A man was crushed to 
death by a speedy dumper in Khyber 
tribal district on Wednesday, police 
said. The tragic incident occurred 
on Jamrud bypass road where mo-
torcyclist, Hikmat Khan rammed his 
vehicle into a speedy dumper truck 
coming from opposite direction. As 
result, he sustained critical head 
injuries and died on way before re-
ceiving treatment in hospital. Police 
said wrong overtaking was motive 

behind the tragic incident. In another 
incident, expansive household items 
including furniture were gutted after 
fire erupted in a room at Maidan Chi-
nar Kot in Lower Dir district. Police 
said the fire suddenly broke out in 
a room of the house of Ghulam Mu-
hammad Jan apparently due to short 
circuit, which gutted his expansive 
furniture and other goods. Later, lo-
cal residents rushed to the spot and 
extinguished it. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Awami National 
Party (ANP) has announced to post-
pone its protest against the adminis-
trative failure and rocketing prices 
of commodities in the province, in 
view of the rain spell in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. A statement issued from 
Bacha Khan Markaz on Wednesday 
reads that ANP Provincial President 
Aimal Wali Khan has announced a 
new date for the protest. Quoting 
Aimal Wali, the statement says, “Due 
to the incompetence of the provincial 
government, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
was faced with financial crisis and 

other administrative shortcomings 
for the last nine years. Aimal Wali 
said the people of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa were already faced with 
multiple problems and the ANP 
would not add to their miseries 
by calling a province-wide protest 
during the cold weather. “With the 
consent of the party”, Aimal Wali 
said “now the protest will be held on 
Friday, January 13.”Wali directed the 
party office bearers to utilize all their 
energies in persuading the people to 
take part in the protest in large num-
bers. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A ringleader of a da-
coits group was arrested after the 
recovery of looted gold and cash 
from their possession in Oghi Man-
shera district. Police said the ac-
cused identified as Gul Zarin son of 
Abdul Aziz Khan was apprehend-
ed during a successful raid on his 
compound after he was nominated 
in FIR by complainant Shafi Khan, 

a resident of Bankot. According 
to the FIR, the complainant had 
accused Gul Zarin and others of 
stealing 10 tola gold, Rs 0.3 mil-
lion cash, three mobile phones and 
other expensive valuables from his 
house after taking his family hos-
tage. Police are conducting raids 
for the arrest of other accomplices.  
(APP)

COMMANDER  
ESTATES

Property Consultants

Lt Cdr (R)

Asmat Ullah Tariq 
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The IMF’s ninth review of the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) has 
been pending since September. On January 6th, the PM stated that 
the IMF team is set to travel to Pakistan to finalise the review and 
release the $1.18 bn pending. A delegation is also reported to meet 
the Finance Minister on the sidelines of the upcoming Geneva moot 
to discuss the terms and conditions of the facility. The invitation to 
attend the Climate Resilient Pakistan Conference was extended to 
the IMF managing director by the premier. The conference is aimed 
at presenting the case of flood victims to the world with the help of 
a post-disaster framework plan for recovery, rehabilitation, and re-
construction. Likewise, the gathering is expecting funds to be raised 
as the UN flash appeals will run out after January 15. However, a 
thorough implementation plan is still needed to convince donors 
of the devastation inflicted. International funding needs to accom-
pany a utilisation and allotment strategy in order to be effective. 
The release of IMF funds has become dire as well, given the fact 
that our SBP foreign exchange reserves are depleted to an eight-
year low of only $5.576 billion. While the FM expresses hope about 
reverting this situation with financial help from friendly countries, 
if the review is not settled and funds are not released, the country 
will face a serious case of default. As mentioned, the SBP reserves 
holdings are barely enough for a three-week import cover and the 
local currency has already been heavily devalued. With little to no 
space left for paying back foreign debts, more borrowing will add 
to the vicious debt cycle. The securing of funds is now one of the 
only ways forward, but it must be reiterated that diplomatic ma-
neuvering at the last moment should not become a habit. This cash 
bailout should be one of our last and we must invest in the proper 
groundwork to avoid instances like this in the future.

Geneva Conference

THE year 2020 has finally ended 
leaving in its wake political turmoil, 
economic crisis, constitutional crisis, 
climate induced flooding and the ugly 
specter of religious extremism rising 
again. The country is once again faced 
with the ever present confrontation 
between the military establishment 
and the elected government. The army 
high command has now declared to 
remain neutral in politics but that is yet 
to be proved. State institutions are on 
the brink of a collapse and the country 
appears to be on the edge of a preci-
pice faced with daunting internal and 
external challenges and dangers. Will 
Pakistan manage to overcome these 
crises in the New Year or will it be an-
other year of fear and uncertainty for 
the people of Pakistan? Last year was 
a year long agony and pain of a long 
political crisis more serious and severe 
ever faced by the nation that tested the 
resilience and the patience of our dem-
ocratic institutions. For the first time 
in our political history an elected Gov-
ernment. headed by Imran Khan was 
ousted from power by a parliamentary 
vote of no confidence and this parlia-
mentary and constitutional exercise 
threw the country into a series of polit-
ical crises. The ousted Prime Minister 
was capable of encompassing almost 
all the state institutions in this crisis 
of his own creation. Parliament, Su-
preme Court, Presidency, Provincial 
Assemblies, Senate, Election Com-
mission, Military Establishment and 
Civil Services were all dragged into 
the political and social storm created 
by the head of the PTI Imran Khan on 
the false, flimsy and unsubstantiated 
claim of a foreign conspiracy to re-
move him from the premiership of the 
country. Imran Khan was never able to 
produce any evidence of his concocted 
foreign conspiracy but his loyal fanat-
ical followers swallowed the bait hook 

line and sinker. His aim of humiliating 
and demonizing the military estab-
lishment backfired very rapidly when 
the military spokesperson rejected 
his false claims to be followed by the 
rejoinder from the National Security 
Committee. In the aftermath of the 
Imran Khan ouster the thirteen oppo-
sition parties hurriedly cobbled togeth-
er a coalition government that took off 
with a slow and unsteady start and this 
coalition the largest in our history even 
after eight months in power has failed 
to provide any relief to the common 
citizens of the country. As we enter the 
New Year of 2023 Pakistani society of 
today is a deeply fractured and polar-
ized nation faced with some daunting 
and formidable economic and politi-
cal challenges. The year 2022 was the 
scene of political confrontation and a 
continuous slogging match between 
the PDM government and the PTI 
leadership. Throughout the year Im-
ran Khan continued to mount tremen-
dous pressure on the government to 
announce immediate elections and the 
PDM continued to project its stance to 
continue in power until the newly elect-
ed Government. completes its tenure 
in August 2023. The biggest province 
of the country, Punjab, was engulfed 
in a bitter power conflict reaching 
unprecedented levels. The PTI along 
with their coalition partner PMLQ led 
by Choudhry Pervez Elahi managed 
to grab control of the province after 
getting rid of the brief stint by Hamza 
Shehbaz. Throughout this time Punjab 
remained paralysed and no sign of any 
decent level of governance due to the 
bitter infighting between the Federal 
Government and the Provincial setup 
of the Punjab. By the year’s end, both 
sides are still in a fierce struggle with 
the PTI determined to dissolve the 
provincial legislature and the PDM co-
alition hell bent on avoiding any such 

happenings by political manoeuvres. 
Ironically we are faced with a very 
dismal prospect as we start the New 
Year. The performance of the PDM 
Government. leaves a lot to be desired. 
The multi-party coalition appears to 
lack the capability to steer the country 
out of the present difficult phase. The 
failure of the Government. to take ra-
tional and difficult decisions has now 
deepened the ongoing economic crisis 
and their efforts to gain political mile-
age instead of taking the correct and 
harsh decisions does not auger well 
for the future. Pakistan is now facing 
an imminent economic collapse and a 
political crisis of monumental propor-
tions. We are almost in a default situa-
tion and all negotiations with the IMF 
on a bailout package are on hold. The 
country’s foreign exchange reserves 
have been depleted to dangerous lev-
els and the country’s ability to service 
its foreign debts is now in question. 
The situation is now truly alarming 
because not only the external debt but 
also the staggering internal debt has 
taken the country very close to bank-
ruptcy. Inflation is sky high, letters of 
credit are not being opened, industrial 
production is declining and factories 
are closing down. Some international 
factors like the rise in petroleum and 
commodities prices and the war in 
Ukraine are also responsible for eco-
nomic plight but mainly it is the flawed 
policies of successive governments. 
That has resulted in the present sor-
ry state of affairs. Pakistan now is in 
a very vulnerable state. At stake is the 
survival and territorial integrity of the 
nuclear armed state of Pakistan. Eco-
nomic recovery and political stability 
will be the biggest challenges faced by 
the country in the New Year.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

THE political situation in Balochistan 
has rarely been dull, and with one cri-
sis following the other, there is rarely 
any respite from the ‘interesting times’ 
of Chinese proverb-fame. That’s why 
even commoners such as rickshaw 
drivers and members of the working 
classes, let alone political pundits, 
have quite a clear idea which party or 
leader is going to form the government 
in the province after the next general 
elections. Recently, several politicians 
and electables have joined the Jamiat 
Ulema-i-Islam (Fazl), and most of them 
seemed confident that this is the party 
that would clinch a majority of seats 
in the upcoming elections. It is said 
that electables and senior politicians, 
who are close to the establishment, 
do not join a political party until pros-
pects of its victory are assured. Despite 
having a decade-old presence on Ba-
lochistan’s political landscape, JUI-F 
has traditionally found success in the 
Pashtun belt of the province. Howev-
er, this time around, Baloch politicians 
also seem to be migrating towards 
the JUI-F. For instance, Nawab Aslam 
Raisani, the former chief minister and 
head of the Sarawan tribe, joined the 
JUI-F in Quetta recently amid fanfare, 
in the presence of JUI-F chief Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman. Before that, Zafar 
Gichki and former ministers Zafar 
Zehri, Amanullah Notezai and Dasta-
gir Badini had joined the religio-polit-
ical party. Professor Mumtaz Baloch, 
a seasoned teacher of political science 
at the University of Balochistan, is not 
surprised by the sudden rise of JUI-F 
in the province, where the Baloch na-
tionalists have traditionally dominat-
ed the political landscape. “Since the 

formation of Balochistan province in 
1970s, JUI has had a presence in this 
region,” Prof Baloch says while talking 
to Dawn. “Since NAP (National Awa-
mi Party) formed its governments in 
Balochistan and then-NWFP — now 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa — in the 1970s 
with Mufti Mehmood, the father of 
Maulana Fazl, as part of the ruling 
coalition, JUI-F has remained part 
of all governments in Balochistan.” 
In Balochistan, JUI-F members have 
enjoyed powerful ministerial port-
folios. However, it has always been 
the JUI-F’s desire to grab the slot of 
chief minister and at the moment it’s 
working day in, day out to turn this 
desire into a reality in the upcoming 
general elections. So far, the situation 
seems to favour the party. For instance, 
JUI-F, in the Pashtun belt of Baloch-
istan, has traditionally won majority 
of seats, and it has given tough time 
to its Pashtun nationalist rivals, espe-
cially those belonging to the PkMAP 
(Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party). In 
recent times, the PkMAP has been in 
throes of infighting, and many of its 
senior leaders have either been sacked 
or they themselves have quit after de-
veloping differences with party chief 
Mehmood Khan Achakzai. It is crystal 
clear that JUI-F will take advantage of 
this situation for all the good reasons.
‘Liberal’ party?
“JUI-F is kind of a liberal party, be-
cause it has housed many, including 
the ones who do not have inclination 
towards the religion,” says Jalal Noor-
zai, a Quetta-based senior analyst and 
columnist, who writes mostly on Ba-
lochistan’s political affairs. “In Baloch-
istan’s overall politics, JUI-F does have 

a significant role. This time, even if it 
manages to form the government, it 
won’t be surprising at all.” During his 
recent visit to Quetta, the JUI-F chief 
showed his interest in making the 
party’s government in Balochistan, so 
much so that he called for a change in 
the attitude of the institutions, saying 
mere announcement of staying neu-
tral was not enough. Commentators 
assert that the Maulana has already 
begun his election campaign, like oth-
er political parties, after the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM), of 
which JUI-F is a component, became 
dysfunctional in the province. One 
such commentator is Sabookh Syed. 
He frequently writes about religious 
affairs and religious parties. “There 
were two or three groups within the 
Maulana’s party in Balochistan and 
KP, and his relatives were on import-
ant positions in the government of 
KP which is why Maulana was un-
der scathing criticism,” journalist and 
commentator Sabookh Syed shares 
with Dawn from Islamabad. “Due 
to these developments, he has been 
trying to unify his party; at the same 
time, he got what he wanted from the 
establishment and under the platform 
of PDM he has been leading.” Mr Syed 
adds, “Maulana has had a traditional 
hold in both the Balochistan and KP 
provinces. However, due to increas-
ing tilt of people in KP towards PTI 
(Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf), Maulana 
has focused on Balochistan to clinch 
more seats, and there is no such rival 
as PTI in Balochistan. After settling the 
matters in Balochistan, he can shift his 
focus to KP.”
Courtesy: DAWN
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Pakistan from crisis to crisis
— By Tariq Aqil

The curious case of JUI-F’s sudden rise in Balochistan
— By Muhammad Akbar Notezai

And when it is said to them, “Do not 
cause corruption on the earth,” they 
say, “We are but reformers.” Unques-
tionably, it is they who are the corrupt-
ers, but they perceive [it] not. (Qur’an 
2: 11-12). Up to 1,400 years ago, Is-
lam gave us the doctrine regarding 
the behaviour of all human beings 
toward the natural environment and 
resource utilization. Through the prin-
ciple of the vicegerency of mankind 
on Earth, Islam defines what the role 
of mankind should be and how he 
should fulfil that role. It establishes 
that mankind is the representative of 
Allah (God) on earth, and Allah has 
entrusted mankind with the various 
natural resources on earth. With this 
stewardship, Allah has placed respon-
sibility and accountability on mankind 
with respect to his use of these world-
ly resources. In Islam, the possession 
of worldly resources is linked with 
accountability toward their use. This 
creates a balance within the natural 
ecosystem by granting rights followed 
by responsibilities to human beings. 
The Qur’an says: “Then, on that day, 
you will be questioned about the 
bounty (of God).” (Qur’an 102:8). Un-
fortunately, mankind deviated from 
this path of sustainable production 
and consumption and adopted the 
practices of environmental degrada-
tion and unsustainable use of natural 
resources. The results of this deviation 
have been catastrophic in the form of 
global climate change, food shortages, 
growing pollution, and scarce natural 
resources. It is time to realize that the 
survival of mankind lies in reverting 
to the teachings of Islam and crafting 
an economic system that synergizes 
with the Islamic philosophy of sus-
tainable development. The basic phi-
losophy of Green Banking is similar 
to Islamic teachings. Green Banking 
proposes a balance between business 
operations and natural environmental 
conservation by the banks. It requires 
banks and other industries to fulfil 
their responsibilities toward the nat-
ural environment. This congruity of 
Green Banking with religious princi-
ples can increase its effectiveness and 
efficiency in dealing with the current 
global environmental crisis. Islam is 

a religion that forbids extravagance 
in any form or purpose. This under-
lying philosophy can also be found 
in the various dimensions of Green 
Banking like green buildings. Similar 
to the concept of “green buildings,” 
Islamic architecture follows the laws 
of simplicity and resource efficiency 
by stressing the use of construction 
materials that do not cause any undue 
harm to the environment or the future 
occupants of the building. According 
to Islam, a building must serve as 
an asset, not a liability, to the natu-
ral environment and society. Islamic 
architecture follows the same green 
guidelines as green buildings by incor-
porating effective ventilation systems, 
indoor and outdoor plantations, and 
the use of construction materials that 
can lessen the severity of the weather 
conditions. Another synergy between 
Green Banking and Islamic princi-
ples is the conservation of resources. 
Islam has termed the natural resourc-
es as ‘ni’matullah’ meaning “the gifts 
of Allah” bestowed upon mankind. It 
teaches strict responsibility regarding 
the usage and consumption of these 
resources and forbids excessive and 
unequal resource usage and wastage. 
It is stated in the Qur’an: “Indeed, the 
wasteful are brothers of the devils, 
and ever has Satan been to his Lord 
ungrateful” (Qur’an 17: 27). There are 
approximately 485 verses in the Holy 
Qur’an about the Earth, showing the 
great importance of the ecosystem in 
Islam. The environmental element of 
Green Banking can be observed in the 
teaching of Hazrat Ali ibn Abi-Talib 
(A.S), as he instructed a man about 
the usage of land by stating: “Partake 
of it gladly, so long as you are a bene-
factor, not a despoiler; a cultivator, not 
a destroyer”. Like all the other natural 
resources, Islam considers the wast-
age of water a sin and has preached 
the responsible use of this resource. 
Discussion about the usage and value 
of water appears in the Holy Qur’an 
in over 50 verses and 40 surahs. Since 
its inception in the 1970s, the Islamic 
finance industry has grown to almost 
US $3 trillion globally.

Courtesy: Daily Times

Green Banking & Islamic Banking
— By Dr Syed Asim Ali Bukhari

BRT project
The BRT project in Karachi is in full 
swing but with utter disregard for 
the convenience of the commuters. A 
drive through University Road, one of 
the busiest arteries of the city, would 
expose motorists to frustrating traffic 
jams and congestion that can be easily 
avoided if somebody at the concerned 
authority uses his brain. The aspect 

of road safety is totally neglected as 
sudden diversions appear with no 
warning. This becomes even more 
dangerous after sunset as the street-
lights either do not work or are com-
pletely missing. Motorists, themselves 
are to be blamed as well for increasing 
the traffic mess. The overhead U-turn 
near the Metro store sees motorists – 
cars, vans, motorcycles, etc. – coming 

from the opposite direction in utter 
disregard for their own safety (besides 
others’ safety) and narrowing down 
the already narrowed road. May I 
request the concerned authorities to 
please look into this with a view to alle-
viating the sufferings of the frustrated 
motorists.
– Faisal Siddiqi
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia are expected to ink an agree-
ment of over US one billion dollars 
in the days ahead in the oil sector, 
through the Saudi Development 
Fund, a Saudi news channel said on 
Wednesday. “The coming days will 
witness the signing of an agreement 
between the Kingdom and Pakistan 
through the Saudi Development Fund 
for Development with an increase of 
one billion dollars for oil derivatives,” 
Nawaf Al-Maliki, Saudi Arabia’s 
ambassador to Pakistan was quoted 
as saying by the Saudi Al-Khabar-

ia channel. The Saudi Press Agency 
earlier in a report said Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, has directed to study augment-
ing Saudi Arabia’s investments in 
Pakistan, which have previously been 
announced on August 25, 2022 and 
were slated to reach US $10 billion. 
The SPA said the Crown Prince also 
directed the Saudi Development Fund 
(SDF) to study increasing the amount 
of the deposit provided by Saudi Ara-
bia in favor of the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP). This has been extended 

on December 2, 2022 to hit a US $5 
billion ceiling, the agency said. The 
Saudi official news agency said the 
move strengthened the Kingdom’s 
position to support the economy of 
Pakistan and support its people. The 
report pointed that the move followed 
communication between the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif. The two coun-
tries enjoy strong strategic relations 
and Saudi Arabia was among the first 
countries to recognize and support 
Pakistan when it came into existence 
in 1947. (Agencies)
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Deal signed at Hajj expo to launch smart 
cards for pilgrims

PDMA Balochistan road clearance operation 
in snow-hit areas underway

Telecom revenues rise to Rs. 694 bln in 2011: PTA

AC inspects Patwar Khanas in Paroa tehsil

Police search 73 houses in different areas

100 open courts held during the last four months

Women, minorities can submit ideas under Rising 
Starts Startup Competition till Jan 15

Ibn-e-Insha remembered on 45th death anniversary

Demise of comedy maestro Majid Jahangir 
saddens NA Speaker

Admin foils two bids to smuggle 694 wheat, flour bags

DC for ensuring best public services  
at government offices

ISLAMABAD: During the Hajj and 
Umrah Services Conference and 
Exhibition in Jeddah on Tuesday, 
the Nosok Foundation for Hajj and 
Umrah and the General Authority of 
Awqaf signed a cooperation agree-
ment with the aim of enhancing pil-
grims’ experiences via electronic 
solutions.  The agreement details the 
launch of smart cards that contain us-
ers’ personal, residential and health 
information linked to an electronic 
app.  The agreement was signed by 
Dr. Abdulfattah bin Sulaiman Mashat, 
Saudi deputy minister of Hajj and 
Umrah, and Imad bin Saleh Al-Kha-

rashi, governor of the General Au-
thority of Awqaf.  Mashat emphasized 
the significance of the agreement in 
enriching pilgrims’ spiritual journeys 
through the use of digital solutions 
and the automation of services in line 
with the goals of the Kingdom’s Vi-
sion 2030 reform plan. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA) 
Balochistan has deployed snow-re-
moving machinery and rescue teams 
for clearing the road blockades in 
snow-hit areas of the province to en-
sure a smooth flow of traffic. In order 
to avoid any emergency situation, 
PDMA Balochistan road clearance 
operation in snow-affected areas is 
going on in Kaan Mehtarzai, Ziarat, 
Khojak and Lak pass areas of Qila 
Saifullah districts in Chaman and 
Mastung respectively. A PDMA offi-
cial told APP that an alert has been 
issued to all concerned departments 
to take precautionary measures to 
avoid avalanche-related accidents 
across the province. The depart-
ments concerned including Rescue 
1122, Health, Revenue, Police, Live-
stock and others were directed to 
remain alert during this period of se-
vere weather, he said. He added that 
heavy snowfall in the areas of Ziarat, 
Kan Mehtarzai and Muslim Bagh 
choked the major thoroughfares 

causing heavy traffic jams. However, 
heavy machinery was deployed that 
helped to evacuate vehicles stuck 
in the snow, the PDMA official said. 
“Roads are now clear and open for 
light vehicles whereas PDMA and 
Levies teams are spraying de-ic-
ing salt to ensure unimpeded traf-
fic flow,” he added. He also advised 
people, particularly tourists, to avoid 
unnecessary travel in snowbound 
and landslide-prone areas during the 
prevailing weather conditions and 
observe caution as roads were slip-
pery. The provincial emergency cen-
tre at PDMA office Quetta is working 
round the clock and directed to coor-
dinate with local administration and 
other departments concerned for 
timely response, he added. The au-
thority has advised DDMAs to coor-
dinate with concerned departments 
for the arrangement and placement 
of necessary inventory and other es-
sentials along with the availability of 
emergency services personnel at vul-
nerable locations. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The telecom sector’s 
outstanding progress has resulted in a 
record-high revenue of Rs. 694 billion 
generated in the Financial Year 2021-
2022 said the annual report of PTA. 
Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty (PTA) Annual Report 2022 released 
here Wednesday, said that the telecom, 
sector attracted an investment of US$ 
2,073 million during the same period 
and contributed Rs. 325.2 billion to the 
national exchequer of which Rs. 222.7 
billion werein the form of taxes and 
the remaining Rs. 102.5 billion were 
proceeds from Next Generation Mo-
bile Services (NGMS) auction and li-
cense renewals. The report highlights 
encouraging telecom statistics and 
expanding usage of telecom services 
across Pakistan due to a progressive 

and enabling regulatory environment 
despite a challenging year marked 
by rising inflationary pressures and 
profitability concerns. Pakistan has 
over 197 million telecom subscribers 
(fixed and mobile), with teledensity 
touching 90 percent. Moreover, bio-
metrically verified SIMs/subscribers 
increased to 194 million, whereas, 
broadband subscriptions grew to 124 
million with 56 percent penetration 
and annual mobile data usage touch-
ing 8,970 petabytes (6.8 GB per sub-
scriber, per month), showing annual 
growth of 31 percent. Furthermore, 
Pakistan has leapt to an ‘Advanced’ 
level of 5th Generation (G5) regulator 
in the International Telecommunica-
tion Union’s 2022 regulators’ ranking.
(APP)

D.I.KHAN: Assistant Commissioner 
Paroa Karamat Ullah, on the special 
directives of Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Qaiser Khan, visited 
different Patwar Khanas in Paroa 
tehsil and inspected the records and 
attendance of the staff on Wednes-
day. During his visit, the AC directed 
the Patwaris to resolve public issues 
on priority, saying, there should be 

no dishonesty of any kind in the 
affairs of the people. He inspected 
the revenue records, Jamabandi 
and transfer registers. The assistant 
commissioner issued special in-
structions to the Patwaris concerned 
for ensuring immediate redressal of 
the problems and difficulties being 
faced by the people coming to their 
offices. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police on special directives of City 
Police Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi on 
Wednesday searched 73 houses and 
60 shops in the jurisdiction of differ-
ent police stations. According to a 
police spokesman, heavy police con-
tingents, Elite Force, Special Branch 
personnel and Ladies police under 
the supervision of senior police of-
ficers conducted search operations 
and searched 73 houses, and 60 
shops, besides checking the particu-
lars of 21 tenants. Over 386 persons 
were also checked during the oper-
ations, he added. The spokesman 
informed that Rawalpindi district 
police on the directives of Inspec-
tor General of Police, Punjab Aamir 

Zulfiqar Khan also conducted two 
major search operations against the 
land grabbers in Chontra and Chakri 
areas and rounded up 107 accused 
on recovery of illegal weapons. Po-
lice had registered cases against the 
accused under the anti-terrorism 
act and other related sections of the 
law, he added. City Police Officer, 
Rawalpindi Syed Shehzad Nadeem 
Bukhari had directed the police offi-
cers to take strict action against the 
land mafia and zero tolerance policy 
should be adopted against the land 
grabbers, he added. He said search 
operations in line with the vision of 
IGP Punjab were being conducted 
to net the outlaws including land 
grabbers. (APP)

SIALKOT: District Police Officer 
(DPO) Sialkot Muhammad Faisal 
Kamran said that 100 open courts 
were held in the office during the 
last four months. While talking to 
media here on Wednesday,he said 
that the performance of police sta-
tions was easily evaluated by con-
ducting open courts daily. ‘4081 ap-
plications were received on which 
the concerned SHO was immediate-

ly ordered to redress the complaint’. 
He said that the objective of setting 
up an open court daily was to pro-
vide quick justice to the citizens. He 
highlighted that if the complaints 
received repeatedly, departmen-
tal action will be taken against the 
concerned officers. DPO Sialkot re-
quested citizens to report anti-social 
elements to the police so that quick 
action would be taken.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The minorities and 
women having innovative business 
ideas can take part in the Rising 
stars Startup Competition by sub-
mitting a three-minute video till 
January 15. The Rising Stars Start-
up Competition has been launched 
by the National Science and Tech-
nology Park (NSTP) in collabora-
tion with U.S. Embassy Pakistan 
for minorities and women. Accord-
ing to the NSTP. the programme 
will run for nine months where the 
participants will get a chance to 
network and get training from in-
dustry experts. Draper University 
has been onboarded as the knowl-
edge partner of the programme 
and Pak Mission Society as the 
outreach partner. The winner will 
be awarded the Rising Star Award 
of PKR 1,000,000, while the sec-
ond and third winners will be giv-

en PKR 600,000 and PKR 400,000, 
respectively. Other awards include 
those for the Best Female team, 
the Regional Winner and the all 
Special Recognition Award for the 
team with the most outstanding 
idea. Women and ethnic or reli-
gious minorities aged 18 years and 
above having minimum qualifica-
tion of Intermediate can submit a 
three-minute video describing their 
business idea to Whatsapp num-
ber:0345-3351939. The registration 
form to apply for the competition 
is available at the web link: http://
forms.gle/hU3Jtv6YmtZeDsFW8. 
The participants will become a part 
of the thriving ecosystem in Paki-
stan to learn and convert their ideas 
into business through working with 
international experts, mentors and 
trainers, get access to investors and 
win prizes. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Noted urdu poet, hu-
morist, travelogue writer, and jour-
nalist Ibne-Insha was remembered 
here on Wednesday in the literary 
circles on his 45th death anniver-
sary. The real name of Ibn-e-Insha 
was Sher Muhammad Khan while in 
Urdu literary world he was known 
by his pen name Ibn-e-Insha. He was 
born in Phillaur tehsil of Jalandhar 
District, Punjab and his father hailed 
from Rajasthan. He did B.A. from 
Punjab University in 1946 and M.A. 
from the University of Karachi in 
1953. Ibn e Insha was an eminent Pa-
kistani Leftist Urdu poet and colum-
nist. Along with his poetry, he was re-

garded as one of the best humorists 
of Urdu. Insha’s most famous ghazal 
Insha Ji Utthoo Ab Kooch Karo (Rise 
oh Insha Ji, and let us set off ) is an 
influential classic ghazal He had 
written several travelogues, show-
casing his sense of humour and his 
work has appreciated by both Urdu 
writers and critics. He was associat-
ed with various government services 
including Radio Pakistan, the Minis-
try of Culture and the National Book 
Center of Pakistan. He also served 
United Nations for some time and 
this enabled him to visit a lot of plac-
es and was the reason for his subse-
quent travelogues. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Parvaiz Ashraf, Dep-
uty Speaker Zahid Akram Durra-
ni on Wednesday expressed deep 
sorrow and grief over the demise 
of ‘fifty-fifty’ acclaimed senior ac-
tor and comedian Majid Jahangir. 
In a condolence message, they paid 
glowing tributes to the legendary tv 
star, who shot to fame with his spec-
tacular performance in the Pakistan 
Television drama Fifty Fifty. Majid 
Jahangir’s services to the Pakistan 

showbiz industry won’t be forgotten, 
they said adding that Majid Jahangir 
has been spreading smiles on the 
faces of millions of people for years. 
His death was a great loss to the Pa-
kistan showbiz industry. The mem-
ories of his acting and comedy will 
remain afresh in our hearts for a long 
time. The Speaker and the Deputy 
Speaker also prayed for the eleva-
tion of the deceased and the courage 
to bear this irreparable shock to the 
bereaved. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
on Wednesday foiled two bids to 
smuggle wheat and flour and seized 
694 bags. According to a district ad-
ministration spokesman, the author-
ities of the food department along 
with Potohar Division police con-
ducted raids in different areas and 
rounded up two drivers namely Go-
har Mehmood and Ilyas for carrying 

594 wheat and 100 wheat flour bags. 
He informed that the accused were 
trying to illegally ship out wheat 
flour bags out of the Rawalpindi di-
vision. He said, the Food Department 
Rawalpindi and district police on the 
directives of Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Rawalpindi were strictly mon-
itoring all the exit points of Rawal-
pindi district to foil wheat and flour 
smuggling bids.(APP)

D.I.KHAN: The district administra-
tion is making all-out efforts to the 
provision of best public services at 
all government offices in the dis-
trict. As part of such efforts, Depu-
ty Commissioner Dera Ismail Khan 
Muhammad Qaiser Khan visited 
different government offices and in-
spected the services being provided 
to the masses. On this occasion, As-
sistant Commissioner Dera Farhan 
Ahmed and Additional Assistant 

Commissioner Darazinda Umar 
Mukhtar were also accompanied by 
the deputy commissioner. Speaking 
on this occasion, the DC said that 
all the government officers and em-
ployees had to fulfill their respon-
sibilities efficiently to resolve the 
people’s problems He said no stone 
should be left unturned for provid-
ing maximum relief to the people. 
No laxity would be tolerated in this 
regard, he warned.(APP)

Man killed, four injured in 
separate accidents

IRSA releases 23,600 
cusecs water

PFA discards 1000 kg 
adulterated khoya

ANF seizes over 1011 kg 
drugs worth US$18.42m

VEHARI: A motorist was killed in a 
traffic accident due to intense fog on 
Vehari-Khanewal road on Wednes-
day morning. The victim named 
Muhammad Rijad (60), a resident of 
64/WB, was crushed to death by an 
oil tanker without a number plate. 
The driver fled the scene. Mean-
while, four people namely Nadir 
(42), a resident of Multan, Ayyub 
Khan (42), a resident of Jhang, 
Muhammad Aslam (42), a resident 
of Jhang and Muhammad Mubeen 
(24), a resident of Jhang, were in-
jured after their bus rammed into 
the truck head-on at Multan Road 
owing to dense fog. All four injured 
were shifted to THQ hospital for 
emergency treatment. Police of the 
jurisdiction concerned lodged sepa-
rate FIRs on the cases.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Wednesday 
released 23,600 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 37,900 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1495.92 feet and was 97.92 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 17,400 cusecs 
while outflow as 5,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1120.05 feet, which was 
70.05 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 5,900 cusecs 
and 4,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 14,300, 13,600, 4,500 and 4,900 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 9,100 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
5,500 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (APP)

SARGODHA: Punjab food Author-
ity on Wednesday discarded 1000 
kilograms ‘khoya’ over adulteration 
in Kotmomin. According to the PFA 
spokesman, the PFA team conduct-
ed raid at the khoya production unit 
and recovered unhygienic ghee, 
semolina, chemicals and others 
items from it. He said that substan-
dard khoya prepared with chemi-
cals and dry powder was supplied 
to bakeries and catering units. Case 
was registered at concerned police 
station against the owner. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan has seized 1011.977 
kg drugs, 15 bottles of alcohol and 
122 cans of beer worth US$18.42 
million internationally, arrested 26 
accused including a woman and 
an Afghan national, impounded 10 
vehicles while conducting 23 count-
er-narcotics operations throughout 
the country during last week. Ac-
cording to an ANF spokesman, the 
seized drugs comprised 14.896 kg 
heroin, 831.726 kg hashish, 11.155 
kg methamphetamine (ice), 115.200 
kg opium, 39 kg poppy straw, 15 
bottles alcohol and 122 canes beer. 
He informed that ANF Balochistan 
recovered 307 kg of drugs in two op-
erations while arresting three per-
sons including an Afghan national 
involved in drugs smuggling and 
impounded a vehicle. (APP)

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia likely to ink a US one billion dollar 
agreement in oil sector
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Sherry condemns Imran Khan’s remarks for Bilawal’s diplomacy
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator, Sherry 
Rehman on Wednesday condemned 
Imran Khan’s statement pertaining 
to Pakistan-Afghanistan diplomat-
ic relations and terrorism during a 
seminar on the resurgence of ter-
rorism via video link. In a series of 
tweets, the minister criticised the 
former prime minister and chief of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for 
making irresponsible statements on 
critical issues of national importance. 
Sherry Rehman said, “As a former 

prime minister, Imran Khan is not 
representing Pakistan but someone 
else. Imran Khan knows the securi-
ty issues and history of the region as 
much as he knows the geography of 
Germany and Japan.” She criticised 
that the person (Imran Khan) under 
whose rule Pakistan became a vic-
tim of foreign isolation was today 
exhorting Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari on foreign affairs. 
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto’s 
eight months of diplomatic achieve-
ments had no comparison to Imran 

Khan’s four years of diplomatic iso-
lation, Sherry Rehman said. “Imran 
Khan had plunged the country into 
a diplomatic quagmire,” she added. 
The PTI chief had claimed that the 
ill-equipped police could not confront 
well-equipped terrorists that had au-
tomatic weapons to curb terrorism 
during his speech at the seminar. 
Responding to Khan’s remarks, the 
minister said, “Our police and other 
law enforcement agencies are on the 
frontline against terrorists and are 
our first line of defence.” (APP)

IPRI’s workshop on strategic  
communications concludes

777,711 kids to get polio vaccine in Sialkot

Sanjrani felicitates newly elected Speaker of 
US House of Representatives

Imran’s removal as party chief case hearing 
adjourned till Jan 25

Admin sets up 74 wheat flour sale points in Rwp

FGEHA to launch residential projects in eight cities

Islamabad police resolve 97 pc complaints 
during last year

Saudi Arabia reduces Hajj,  
Umrah insurance premium

Commissioner directs authorities to facilitate 
tourists in Murree during snowfall

Dacoit held in injured condition during 
police encounter

Supply of cheap flour to be ensured at 
sale points:DC

ISLAMABAD: A two-day workshop 
on strategic communication orga-
nized by Islamabad Policy Research 
Institute (IPRI) concluded here on 
Wednesday. The purpose of the work-
shop was to discuss on strategies 
that Pakistan should adopt for narra-
tive building in the national interest. 
The different topics of discussion 
included ‘Digital journalism and sto-
rytelling, ‘Developing through dia-
logue and advocacy, ‘Understanding 
the Social Media Landscape-From 
Democratization to Disinformation, 
‘StratComm in Foreign Policy’, ‘Un-
derstanding Medium Shift in Nar-
rative Building’ and ‘Governance, 
Policy making, and Strategic Com-
munications. The speakers includ-
ed Advocacy Specialist IPRI Talha 
ul Huda, motivational speaker, and 

Nelson Mandela Award winner Syed 
Ali Abbas Zaidi, public communica-
tion specialist Waqas Jan, Dawn’s 
Foreign Affairs correspondent Baqir 
Sajjad Syed, Senior Editor The News 
Aamir Ghauri, senior journalist Essa 
Hasan Naqvi, Controller ptv World 
Aoun Sah, and senior communica-
tion specialist Dr. Adnan Rafiq ,while 
Keynote address was delivered by 
Spokesperson for the Foreign Office 
Ambassador Mumtaz Zahra Baloch. 
During the conference, experts on 
media and policy-makers noted that 
effective media communication was 
the need of the hour. The speakers 
stressed for strategic dialogue, com-
munication, and storytelling.They 
also discussed the evolution and the 
impact of social media on the narra-
tive of the nation. (APP)

SIALKOT: As many as 777,711 chil-
dren under five years of age would 
be administered anti-polio drops 
with Vitamin-A capsules during the 
five-day drive starting from January 
16 in the district. This was disclosed 
by Deputy Commissioner Abdullah 
Khurram Niazi while addressing a 
meeting here on Wednesday. The 
meeting was attended by Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Fi-
nance Syeda Amina Moudoodi, CEO 
Health Dr. Ahmed Nasir and other 

officers were also present. Deputy 
Commissioner Abdullah Khurram 
Niazi said that all arrangements were 
being finalized for anti-polio drive as 
training of 2676 mobile teams, 133 
fixed and 69 transit teams had been 
completed in 129 union councils. A 
total of 6288 members will partici-
pate in the anti-polio campaign, he 
added. The Deputy Commissioner 
said that police had formulated a 
comprehensivesecurity plan for the 
security of anti-polio teams. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani has felicitat-
ed Kevin McCarthy on his election as 
Speaker of the US House of Repre-
sentatives. “I congratulate Kevin Mc-
Carthy on his election as Speaker of 
the House and look forward to work-

ing together to further strengthen the 
Parliamentary bonds between the two 
countries,” he said. “United States is 
our major trade partner and strategic 
cooperation can be further enhanced 
through an increase in Parliamentary 
exchanges” he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day adjourned the hearing of a case 
pertaining to the removal of de-
posed Prime Minister Imran Khan 
from the chairmanship of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), till Jan 25. A 
five-member bench headed by Chief 
Election Commissioner Sikandar Sul-
tan Raja heard the case seeking Im-
ran’s removal as party chief following 
his disqualification in Toshakhana 
reference. Barrister Gohar appeared 
before the commission on behalf of 
PTI Chief Imran Khan. He argued that 
he did not receive the ECP’s order of 
its last hearing. PTI has challenged 
the notice of ECP and the case is sub-
judice in the Lahore High Court. He 
implored the bench to put off the case 
hearing for two weeks. ECP member 

Ikram Ullah Khan asked the lawyer 
‘to have trust in the commission and 
don’t move to the court’ in haste as it 
might happen that the ECP decision 
can be different from what PTI was 
expecting. The ECP bench accepted 
the PTI request for the adjournment 
of the case and put it off for two 
weeks. The chief election commis-
sioner remarked that the petitioner 
did not appear before the commission 
even on Wednesday. In October last, 
the commission had disqualified Im-
ran in the Toshakhana Reference un-
der Article 63 (1) (p) for making ‘false 
statements and an incorrect declara-
tion’ and the written order read that 
the respondent had ‘intentionally and 
deliberately’ violated the provisions 
contained (in) Sections 137, 167 and 
173 of the Elections Act 2017.”(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Food Department on Wednesday 
set up 74 wheat flour sale points in 
different areas of the district to fa-
cilitate the citizens and ensure regu-
lar supply of the flour on subsidized 
rates. According to a Commissioner 
Office spokesman, earlier, 60 wheat 
flour sale points were set up by the 
administration while on the direc-
tives of Commissioner Rawalpindi 
Division Saqib Manan, the number 
of the sale points were increased to 
74 in different areas of Rawalpin-
di including city, cantt and saddar. 
He informed that all the flour mills 
of the district were directed to sup-

ply 500 subsidized wheat flour bags 
weighing 10 kg to the citizens daily.
The administration was ensuring 
supply of nearly 37,000 wheat flour 
bags on daily basis in various mar-
kets and bazaars across the district. 
He said the district administration 
teams were also monitoring all the 
exit points of Rawalpindi district to 
prevent the smuggling of wheat flour 
and action would be taken against 
the violators according to the law. In 
line with the directives of the district 
administration, the food department 
had launched a crackdown on flour 
mills for not providing the required 
quota, he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Govern-
ment Employees Housing Authority 
(FGEHA) will shortly start new resi-
dential projects in eight major cities 
of the country to provide housing to 
government employees and general 
public. “The authority has already re-
ceived several applications from land 
owners, companies and firms inter-
ested in the mega projects,” sources 
in the FGEHA told APP. They said 
the applications were invited from 
land owners, developers, firms and 
eligible individuals for the supply 
of land for housing schemes (plots, 
houses and apartments) projects in 
major cities of the country. The pro-
cedure for applications and selection 
was being followed as per Joint Ven-

ture Regulations 2020, they added. 
They said the authority was planning 
to launch new residential projects 
in eight major cities of the country, 
including the twin cities Rawalpin-
di and Islamabad. Other cities are 
Lahore, Peshawar, Quetta, Multan, 
Faisalabad and Karachi. “The new 
housing projects will be started for 
federal government employees and 
the general public on the basis of a 
joint venture,” they added. To a ques-
tion, they said the pace of different 
development projects, being exe-
cuted under the FGEHA, has been 
accelerated significantly to provide 
modern residential facilities to em-
ployees in the shortest possible time. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police have 
resolved a total of 1,35,947 com-
plaints received on the complaint 
management system during year 
2022 and provided immediate relief 
to the citizens. According to police 
spokesman, “The complaint man-
agement system of Islamabad police 
is fully operational and working ef-
fectively to resolve public complaints 
on merit.” During the last year, a 
total of 140,646 complaints were 
received on the complaint manage-
ment system, out of which 135,947 
complaints were resolved on merit. 
It is pertinent to mention here that 
citizens can file complaints related 
to FIR registration, traffic issues, 
misbehavior of police officials and 

non-satisfaction on investigation 
process. The citizens can get an 
e-tag number through their mobile 
phones without visiting the police 
station. The e-tag numbers are for-
warded to the complainants through 
what’s app and text messages. IGP 
Islamabad Dr Akbar Nasir Khan 
said,”Islamabad Police department 
is making all out efforts to provide 
facilities to the public at their door-
steps. He said the police is striving 
to make Islamabad a crime-free city 
by timely addressing complaints of 
the public.”He further said,”Islam-
abad police is utilizing all available 
resources to fulfill the requirements 
of providing best and speedy justice 
to the citizens.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia has re-
duced the insurance cost for Umrah 
and Hajj pilgrims by 63 percent and 
by 73 respectively. Saudi Minister for 
Hajj and Umrah Tawfiq Al-Rabiah an-
nounced the reduction of the compre-
hensive insurance premium fee for 
Umrah performers from SR 235 for a 
single Umrah pilgrim to SR 88, with 
a reduced rate of 63 percent. As well 
as reducing Hajj pilgrims’ insurance 
from SR 109 to SR 29, reduction of 73 
percent, which explains a lot about 
the Kingdom’s keenness to raise the 

quality of services provided to pil-
grims, Arab news reported. He made 
the remarks during the Hajj Expo, a 
four-day conference-cum-exhibition 
on Hajj and Umrah services held in 
Jeddah, which will run until January 
12. The ‘Hajj Expo 2023’, organised 
by Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah, 
is part of the ministry’s ongoing ef-
forts to build an ecosystem of innova-
tive services and solutions in provid-
ing better services to pilgrims while 
enhancing their religious and cultural 
experiences.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Division Saqib Manan 
on Wednesday has directed the au-
thorities concerned to ensure safety 
and security of the tourists coming to 
Murree to enjoy the weather as the 
hill station received snowfall. He also 
instructed the officers concerned and 
traffic police to facilitate the tourists 
by regulating the traffic. The Com-
missioner advised the tourists visiting 
Murree and adjoining areas to take 
all possible precautionary measures. 
According to a Commissioner Office 
spokesman, the Commissioner had 
directed the authorities concerned 
to utilize all available resources to 
facilitate the tourists in Murree. The 
spokesperson informed that on the 
special directives of the Commission-
er, a control room had also been es-
tablished in Jinnah Hall Murree and 
the tourists in case of any emergency 
can contact the control room on 051-

9269015, 051-9269016, 051-9269018. 
Murree District Administration had 
set up special facilitation centers at 
13 sensitive points for tourist assis-
tance and emergency response, he 
said. Due to the huge influx of tour-
ists towards Murree, the administra-
tion and CTP Rawalpindi had issued 
an advisory here which appealed to 
the citizens to use their own line and 
avoid using the dual line as preven-
tive measures. According to the ad-
visory, the tourists are requested to 
use petrol-based vehicles and strictly 
prohibited to use CNG-based vehi-
cles which may cause problems in 
cars due to extreme cold in the snow. 
In an advisory, families with infants 
and asthma patients are also advised 
to avoid travelling to Murree. The 
visitors are advised to come in warm 
clothes and full fuel tanks and avoid 
unnecessary travel after 8:00 pm. 
(APP)

MULTAN: A dacoit allegedly involved 
in dacoity, robbery and other crimes 
was arrested by police in injured 
condition during a police encounter 
here on Wednesday. According to 
the Police spokesman, Shah Rukn-e-
Alam police had received a call that 
five armed outlaws were looting a 
citizen near Hamza chowk, Jinnah 
park. SHO Omer Farooq along with 
his team reached the spot, where the 
robbers opened fire on them. An ex-
change of fire ensued during which 
a dacoit sustained injuries from the 

firing of his own accomplices while 
four of the robbers managed to es-
cape. The injured bandit, identified 
as Muhammad Mazhar, was shifted 
to Nishtar hospital for treatment, 
whereas, a pistol and motorcycle 
were recovered from his possession. 
The arrested accused was wanted to 
police in over 10 cases. Police have 
registered a case and started investi-
gation. have arrested a dacoit in in-
jured condition which was involved 
in dacoity, robbery and other crimes 
during.(APP)

SARGODHA: Deputy Commission-
er Sargodha Capt (retd) Nadeem 
Nasir has said availability, supply 
and monitoring of subsidized flour 
to sale points would be made effec-
tive. He expressed these views while 
addressing a meeting of the Special 
Price Control Magistrate here on 
Wednesday. He directed the price 

control magistrates to make sure 
transparent supply of Sasta flour to 
the masses. The DC ordered the dis-
trict food controller and price con-
trol magistrates to take strict action 
against hoarders of wheat and flour 
in the district. He said that official 
flour should not be used in hotels 
and tandoors. (APP)

2 injured in gas  
leakage explosion

Wheat quota increased

Five power pilferers booked

PHP police hold  
departmental promotion test

Anti-polio drive from 16th

RAWALPINDI: Two persons were 
injured as a result of a gas leakage 
explosion in a house in the Dhok 
Saidan area here on Wednesday. Ac-
cording to Rescue 1122, the injured 
were identified as Qadeer 35 and 
Yousaf Masih 45, who were shifted 
to Holy Family Hospital (HFH) after 
giving first aid. According to the de-
tails, due to gas load-shedding, the 
stove was shut off somewhere at 
night, after which gas leakage start-
ed and an explosion occurred when 
the power button was turned on. 
Meanwhile, Rescue 1122 Rawalpin-
di has also appealed to the citizens 
to use gas appliances carefully and 
shut off the gas appliances properly 
before going to sleep to avoid any 
accidents.(APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner 
Abdullah Khurram Niazi said that 
the government of Punjab increased 
the wheat quota by 64 metric tons 
for Sargodha to provide relief to the 
citizens. The daily wheat quota was 
now fixed at 485 metric tons,ad-
ding that earlier 421 metric tons of 
wheat was supplied to 25 flour mills 
of Sialkot district. He expressed 
these views during the inspection 
of trucking points (sale points) in 
different areas. Assistant Commis-
sioner (AC) Sialkot Sufian Dilawar 
and District food Controller (DFC) 
Azmat Ali were also present. The 
DC said,’33959 bags of 10kg flour 
would be supplied in the market 
daily in the district at the rate of Rs 
480’. (APP)

SARGODHA: FESCO task force 
caught five persons involved in elec-
tricity theft across the district. A 
spokesperson said here on Wednes-
day that the task force conducted 
raids at Model town, Chak 174/NB 
and Chak no136 NB and caught five 
persons involved in stealing elec-
tricity from main transmission lines. 
They were: Muneer Ahmad,Ah-
san,Ejaz and others. On the sepa-
rate reports of authorities, police 
registered separate cases.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Punjab Highway Pa-
trol (PHP) police Faisalabad region 
held a departmental promotion test 
of list-A at Allama Iqbal auditorium 
of University of Agriculture Faisala-
bad here on Wednesday. A spokes-
person for the PHP said that 129 
constables including lady consta-
bles and 19 drivers from Faisalabad, 
Toba Tek Singh, Jhang and Chini-
ot district appeared inthe test. The 
successful officials will be eligible to 
sit-in the list-B promotion test.(APP)

FAISALABAD: A week-long anti-po-
lio drive will commence in the dis-
trict from January 16. The children 
about 1.5 million up to five years of 
age will be administered anti-polio 
drops during the drive. A spokesper-
son for the health department said 
on Wednesday that 576,692 children 
would be administered polio drops 
in 112 union councils (UCs) of Fais-
alabad city tehsil, 306,598 in 48 UCs 
of Faisalabad Saddar, 310,249 in 57 
UCs in tehsil Jarranwala, 148,173 
in 28 UCs of tehsil Tandlianwa-
la, 128,984 in 28 UCs in tehsil Sa-
mundri and 66,065 children would 
be given drops in 15 UCs in Chak 
Jhumra.(APP)
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Asian markets rise on recovery hope as inflation data looms

Chinese developers face US$141bil in maturing bonds this year

Japanese cities offer subsidies to boost Covid-hit tourism

World Bank warns global economy could tip into recession in 2023

Amazon to shut three UK warehouses, impacting 1,200 jobs

West-bound Russian oil diverted to Asia

Over 18% surplus witnessed in Pak-Bangladesh trade: SBP

HONG KONG: Asian equities pushed 
higher Wednesday as investors were 
buoyed by China’s reopening and op-
timism that key data due this week 
will signal a further slowdown in 
US inflation. Traders tracked a Wall 
Street advance as they brushed off 
fresh warnings that Federal Reserve 
rates would continue to rise and a 
World Bank decision to slash its global 
growth forecast. After a stumble Tues-
day, regional markets resumed the 
upward push that has characterised 
the start of the year thanks to China’s 
emergence from nearly three years of 
zero-Covid isolation. The reopening, 
easing of Beijing’s tech crackdown 

and moves to help the property sector 
have raised hopes for the world’s No 
2 economy, a crucial driver of world 
growth. SPI Asset Management’s 
Stephen Innes said: “Despite a solid 
start to the year, there should be a lot 
more upside to China’s stocks, with 
earnings upgrades to drive further 
outperformance. “Although we are 

not pitching a tent in that camp just 
yet, many investors are starting to be-
lieve China’s reopening could be fast-
er than expected on pent-up demand, 
a robust economic rebound and few-
er supply constraints.” In early trade, 
Hong Kong again led the gains by pil-
ing on more than 1%, having already 
added about 8% in 2023. Shanghai, 
Tokyo, Sydney, Seoul and Singapore 
were also in the ascendancy, though 
there were small losses in Wellington, 
Taipei and Manila. Focus this week 
is on Thursday’s US consumer price 
index, which is expected to show that 
price gains eased further in Decem-
ber. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Chinese developers are facing 
growing pressure on debt repayment as 
958 billion yuan (US$141 billion) of on-
shore and offshore bonds come due by 
the end of this year, data from a proper-
ty think tank show. The figure is 70 bil-
lion yuan more than last year, Liu Shui, 
a senior researcher at the China Index 
Academy, wrote in a note on Monday. 
Bonds issued in the onshore market ac-
count for nearly two-thirds of the total, 
the academy said in a separate report on 
Friday. In the first quarter alone, around 
263 billion yuan of bonds issued by 

property companies will mature. Of the 
total, nearly 40 billion yuan of onshore 
debt and close to 70 billion yuan of off-
shore debt were issued by developers 
now considered risky or in distress, the 
academy’s report shows. “There could 
still be default risks for real estate com-

panies – they face mounting repayment 
pressure, while sales have not yet seen 
a stable recovery,” Liu wrote. “Some 
developers have limited financing sup-
port from regulators, so they are still at 
risk of default.” China’s property sector, 
described by Vice Premier Liu He in 
December as a “pillar” of the economy, 
has been in crisis for more than a year. 
Developers have been hobbled by a 
shortage of funds caused by a slump in 
home sales and an inability to raise new 
financing due to government controls 
on their debt. (Agencies)

TOKYO: More local governments in 
Japan are offering new incentives 
for domestic travel in addition to 
national subsidies, hoping to give a 
boost to an industry still recovering 
from Covid-19. The national travel 
support campaign went back into 
effect Tuesday, after a pause during 
the New Year holidays, a busy travel 
season. The programme now covers 
20% of domestic travel costs through 
discounts and coupons up to a cap of 
¥7,000 (US$53) per person per day – 
down from 40% and ¥11,000 when it 

launched in October. The programme 
will continue until the budget runs 
out, with many local governments 
eyeing a March 31 end date. For the 
national programme, travellers must 
show proof of three Covid-19 vacci-
nations or a negative PCR test result. 
With the national programme scaling 
down, some local governments are 
picking up the slack. On Jan 25, Osa-
ka prefecture will start offering cou-
pons worth ¥3,000 on weekdays and 
¥2,000 on weekends and holidays for 
bookings at participating hotels. Offi-

cials say they want to encourage more 
people to visit in January and Febru-
ary, which are typically slow tourism 
months. Over 400,000 people are 
expected to take advantage of these 
coupons by Feb 28, though the pro-
gramme could end earlier if its ¥1.2 
billion budget runs out, according to 
the Osaka prefecture government. 
Chiba prefecture, near Tokyo, will of-
fer a ¥2,000 coupon to the first million 
travellers there who spend ¥5,000 or 
more per night. It budgeted ¥2 billion 
for the campaign. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The World Bank 
slashed its 2023 growth forecasts today 
to levels teetering on the brink of reces-
sion for many countries as the impact 
of central bank rate hikes intensifies, 
Russia’s war in Ukraine continues, and 
the world’s major economic engines 
sputter. The development lender said 
it now expected global GDP growth of 
1.7% in 2023 – the slowest pace outside 
the 2009 and 2020 recessions in nearly 
three decades. In its previous Global 
Economic Prospects report, in June 

2022, the bank had forecast 2023 glob-
al growth at 3%. The bank said major 
slowdowns in advanced economies, 
including sharp cuts to its forecast 

to 0.5% for both the US and the euro 
zone, could foreshadow a new global 
recession less than three years after 
the last one. “Given fragile economic 
conditions, any new adverse develop-
ment — such as higher-than-expect-
ed inflation, abrupt rises in interest 
rates to contain it, a resurgence of the 
Covid-19 pandemic or escalating geo-
political tensions — could push the 
global economy into recession,” the 
bank said in a statement accompany-
ing the report. (Agencies)

LONDON: Amazon plans to shut three 
warehouses in Britain in a move that 
will impact 1,200 jobs, but workers will 
be given the chance to transfer to other 
units, the online retail giant said today. 
The company said it opened a consul-
tation to close three older British ware-
houses this year in Hemel Hampstead, 
Doncaster and Gourock, sites employ-
ing 1,200 people in one of Amazon’s 
biggest markets outside the US. Those 
employees will be given the chance to 
move jobs internally, said Amazon, with 
those from the first two sites moving to 

other warehouses nearby. Amazon says 
it operates 30 large warehouses across 
the United Kingdom. Amazon said it 
planned to open two new warehouses in 
central and north-east England over the 
next three years, a move it said will cre-
ate 2,500 new jobs. The Seattle-based 

online retailing giant said earlier in Jan-
uary it wants to shed 18,000 roles glob-
ally, bracing for slower growth as con-
sumers and businesses cut spending as 
a result of high inflation. The planned 
closing of the British warehouses are 
not part of the wider restructuring 
which mainly covers non-warehouse 
roles in e-commerce and human re-
sources. Separately, Amazon’s UK busi-
ness has also faced demands for better 
pay from its warehouse staff, about 300 
of whom plan to go on strike on Jan 25. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China has ramped up im-
ports of a wider variety of Russian 
crude oil, including Arctic grades with 
a rare, dense and highly sulfurous Arco, 
Bloomberg reported on Tuesday, citing 
oil-flow tracking data from Vortexa and 
Kpler. The first purchases of Arco took 
place in November 2022, according to 
traders. Data from Kpler analytics also 
tracked Beijing’s latest purchases of 
Varandey crude and a lighter variety 
known as Novy Port in batches. Deliv-
eries are scheduled for this month and 

for February, when an EU ban on Rus-
sian petroleum products will take effect. 
Some traders believe the development 
illustrates a rerouting of Russian sup-
plies internationally, as well as China’s 
shift away from Middle Eastern imports 
of oil such as Iraqi grade Basrah Heavy. 

The increased imports of Arctic oil 
come after China’s daily crude and con-
densate imports hit the second-highest 
level on record last month, according to 
Kpler. “The rerouting of Arctic grades is 
absolutely taking place,” lead oil analyst 
with Vienna-based Kpler Viktor Kato-
na said, adding that “Russia’s Arctic 
grades were among the Europe-orient-
ed streams that since December 5 have 
to find new homes elsewhere, and in all 
of those cases, it’s pretty much an India 
and China split.” (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s goods and ser-
vices trade with Bangladesh witnessed 
a surplus of 18.64 percent during first 
five months of current fiscal year (2022-
23) as compared to the corresponding 
period of last year. The trade surplus 
during the months under review was 
recorded at $329.668 million against 
$277.863 million during same months of 
last year, showing 18.64 percent growth. 
The overall exports to Bangladesh were 
recorded at $365.290 million during Ju-

ly-November (2022-23) against exports 
of $ 316.680 million during July- Novem-
ber (2021-22), showing growth of 15.34 
percent, SBP data revealed. Meanwhile, 
on year-to-year basis, exports to Bangla-
desh during November 2022 witnessed 

a nominal decrease of 2.66 percent, 
from US $ 72.356 million to US $70.431 
million. Similarly on month-on-month 
basis, exports of Bangladesh were rose 
by 16.69 percent during November 
2022 in comparison with exports of US 
$ 60.355 million in October 2022, SBP 
data said. Overall Pakistan’s exports to 
other countries witnessed a decrease of 
2.01 percent in first five months, from 
US $ 12.313 billion to US $ 12.065 bil-
lion, the SBP data revealed. (APP)

Apple to make own displays in blow to 
Samsung, LG

US$314bil debt bill haunts Asia borrowers as rates rise

WAPDA awards Rs 11.922 bln contract  
for Mangla Refurbishment Project

NA body pass ‘Imports, Exports (Control) 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022’

Meta bans ads for teens based on gender

NEW YORK: Apple Inc is planning 
to start using its own custom displays 
in mobile devices as early as 2024, an 
effort to reduce its reliance on tech-
nology partners like Samsung and LG 
and bring more components in-house. 
The company aims to begin by swap-
ping out the display in the highest-end 
Apple Watches by the end of next year, 
according to people with knowledge 
of the matter. The screens upgrade the 
current OLED — organic light-emit-
ting diode — standard to a technology 
called microLED, and Apple plans to 
eventually bring the displays to oth-
er devices, including the iPhone. The 
changes are part of a sweeping effort 

to replace Apple supplies with home-
grown parts, an undertaking that will 
give the company more control over 
the design and capabilities of its prod-
ucts. The tech giant has dropped Intel 
Corp chips in its Mac computers in 
favour of in-house designs and plans 
to do the same with the key wireless 
components in its iPhones. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Debt-heavy Asian com-
panies are headed for a reckoning this 
year when US$314 billion of bonds 
come due, just as refinancing costs for 
lower-rated firms have risen close to 
historic highs. Firms from India’s Ve-
danta Resources Ltd to stressed prop-
erty developers such as China Ever-
grande Group have US-currency debt 
maturing in 2023, and in total it’s the 
biggest batch in the coming five years, 
Bloomberg-compiled data show. The 
risk is that surging borrowing costs 
may make it a challenge for compa-
nies with weaker credit ratings to raise 
funds to repay maturing debt. Financ-
ing costs for junk-rated dollar bonds in 
Asia hit their highest in at least a decade 
in 2022 though they’ve since pulled off 
that peak, Bloomberg-compiled data 

show. Moody’s Investors Service has 
warned that in its worst-case scenario, 
speculative-grade corporate defaults 
could quadruple globally this year. In 
Asia, Chinese property developers suf-
fered a record number of defaults in 
2022 while South Korea’s credit melt-
down highlighted how quickly region-
al debt trouble occurring far from a 
nation’s financial centre can spread to 
the broader market. While some signs 
suggest that the worst may be over 
for bond markets with corporate note 
spreads worldwide tightening sharply 
in recent weeks on bets that rate hikes 
will slow, uncertainties remain high. 
“Market liquidity and appetite for refi-
nancing will be the key challenges in 
2023,” said Jim Veneau, head of Asian 
fixed income at AXA Investment Man-
agers Asia Ltd in Hong Kong. China’s 
various efforts to support economic 
growth aren’t a “cure-all”, but primary 
bond market activity should pick up 
as a result of numerous and targeted 
property policies and the end of Covid 
Zero, he said. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Water and Power De-
velopment Authority (WAPDA) has 
awarded Rs 11.922 billion contract for 
Package XI of Mangla Refurbishment 
Project for Units 9 and 10 to G.E Hy-
dro France. The contract includes 
manufacturing, supply, installation 
and commissioning of the two units, 
says a press release issued here on 
Tuesday. General Manager (Hydel) De-
velopment, WAPDA, Ihsan Ullah and 
representative of G.E Hydro France 
Abubakar signed the agreement in that 
regard, the press release added. WAP-
DA Chairman Lt Gen. (Retd) Sajjad 
Ghani , Member (Power) WAPDA Jam-
il Akhtar, project director of Mangla 
Refurbishment Project, senior officers, 
representatives of the consultants, and 

the contractors were also present on 
the occasion. “WAPDA is implement-
ing Mangla Refurbishment Project 
with an approved PC-I cost of Rs 52.224 
billion. The project is being carried out 
in various phases, wherein the gen-
erating units are to be refurbished by 
closing down one tunnel (two generat-
ing units) at a time”, it said. “The refur-
bishment works have been divided into 
11 different packages. Prior to signing 
of Package XI, as many as nine other 
packages have already been awarded, 
while works on four packages have 
been completed. Refurbishment of the 
first two units was completed in 2022, 
while refurbishment of all 10 generat-
ing units is likely to be accomplished by 
year 2026-27”, it said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Standing Com-
mittee on Commerce on Tuesday 
unanimously passed the Imports and 
Exports (Control) (Amendment) Bill, 
2022. “The Imports and Exports (Con-
trol) (Amendment) Bill, 2022 (Govern-
ment Bill) as introduced in the National 
Assembly may be passed,” the commit-
tee unanimously recommended. The 
committee met on Tuesday afternoon 
in the Parliament House, Islamabad 
under the Chairmanship of MNA Khur-

sheed Ahmed Junejo to discuss the per-
formance of the Ministry of Commerce 
and its attached departments. The 
committee, while discussing the per-
formance of the Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), directed 
that M/o Commerce may introduce an 
appraisal system for commercial at-
taches and bound them to achieve the 
targets set by the government so that 
Pakistani exports could advance in a 
prompt way. (APP)

SAN FRANCISCO: Meta, owner of 
Instagram and Facebook, yesterday 
said it will stop allowing advertis-
ers to target ads at teens based on 
gender, as it fights accusations that 
its platforms are harmful to young 
users. Beginning in February, the 
social media giant said advertisers, 
the source of the company’s massive 
revenues, would only be able to use 
age and location when targeting ads 
at teens globally. In another break 
with practice, a teen’s previous ac-
tivity on Meta-owned apps will no 
longer inform the ads they see, the 
company said. In a blog post, Meta 
said that the changes came because 
it recognises “that teens aren’t nec-
essarily as equipped as adults to 
make decisions about how their 
online data is used for advertising”. 
Meta said that the changes reflected 
feedback from parents and experts 
and would comply with new rules in 
several countries on content geared 

at young people. The company for-
merly known as Facebook is facing 
increasing pressure and fines to curb 
its practice of delivering narrowly 
targeted ads to its users, a practice 
that brings in billions of dollars in 
revenue from advertisers every year. 
After a long legal tussle, the Silicon 
Valley titan was handed a €390 mil-
lion fine last week as part of a years-
long tussle with the European Union 
over advertising. More worryingly 
for the firm founded by Mark Zuck-
erberg, European regulators also 
rejected the legal basis Meta used 
to justify gathering users’ personal 
data for use in targeted advertising. 
(Agencies)
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RIYADH: Cristiano Ronaldo’s high-pro-
file deal with Saudi side Al Nassr isn’t 
just the most expensive single contract 
in football history, it has also comes 
with the added bonus of permitting 
him to bypass some of the country’s 
strict rules when it comes to unmarried 
couples living together in the same res-
idence. Ronaldo, 37, signed a two-and-
a-half-year deal in late December with 
the Saudi Pro League team with a re-
ported annual salary believed to be in 
the region of £175 million per annum 
($212 million). The Portuguese player’s 

long-term partner, the Argentine-born 
Spanish model Georgina Rodriguez, 
was alongside Ronaldo at his glitzy un-
veiling last week and is to join him in 

Riyadh alongside his five children, two 
of whom he had with Rodriguez. How-
ever, Ronaldo’s initial entry into Saudi 
life came with a hurdle: the strict Islam-
ic laws which expressly forbid “cohabi-
tation without a marriage contract.” But 
according to two Saudi legal experts 
who spoke to Spain’s TYC Sports, the 
Saudi government has agreed to make 
an exception for both Ronaldo and Ro-
driguez due to the global intrigue and 
increase in profile that Ronaldo’s sign-
ing to Al Nassr has brought to Saudi 
football. (Agencies)

HARADH: An Italian tourist has died 
after being struck by a competitor’s 
vehicle during Tuesday’s ninth stage of 
the Dakar Rally between Riyadh and 
Haradh in Saudi Arabia, organisers an-
nounced. The spectator was standing 
“behind a sand dune” on the rally track 
when the accident occurred, and died 
on the transfer by helicopter to hospi-
tal, Amaury Sport Organisation (AMO) 
said in a statement. Investigations are 

under way to determine the circum-
stances of the tragedy, AMO added. 

The Dakar Rally started on December 
31 on the shores of the Red Sea for 
more than 8,000 km of racing which 
ends on January 15 in the eastern city 
of Dammam. Based in Saudi Arabia for 
the fourth edition in a row, the rally is 
raced mostly in desert areas but nev-
ertheless attracts spectators even if in 
much smaller proportions than when 
the race was held in Latin America and 
Africa. (Agenices)

Kiersten Hening, a former US col-
legiate football player with Virginia 
Tech, has been awarded a $100,000 
settlement after claiming she was 
discriminated against for refusing to 
kneel before a game as part of a social 
justice demonstration on behalf of the 
Black Lives Matter movement. Hen-
ing will receive the sum for agreeing 
to drop a federal lawsuit against Vir-
ginia Tech coach Charles Adair, which 

claimed that her First Amendment 
right to freedom of speech under the 
US Constitution was being breached, 

according to a report by the Roanoke 
Times. Under the terms of the settle-
ment, neither Adair nor Hening admit 
to any wrongdoing, which comes after 
Hening claims she was dropped from 
the team after Adair became frustrated 
over her political views, which includ-
ed an outright refusal to take part in 
the social justice demonstration which 
swept through many global sports from 
2020 onwards. (Agencies)

Andretti Global and General Motors 
announced on Thursday plans to en-
ter Formula One with a new all-Amer-
ican team using the Cadillac brand 
and employing at least one U.S. driv-
er. They said Andretti Cadillac, if ac-

cepted by Formula One and the FIA 
governing body, would be based in 
the United States with a support facil-
ity in Britain. Indiana-based Andretti 
Global is run by former McLaren F1 
driver and 1991 CART champion Mi-

chael Andretti, son of 1978 Formula 
One world champion Mario.  “The 
Andretti Cadillac team is planning to 
submit an expression of interest when 
the FIA opens the formal process,” the 
statement said. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Your ability to express your-
self may be restricted today but that’s 
probably no bad thing as Mars in the 
communications area of your chart 
inclines you to say things you might 
later regret. Mars moves in your favor 
again tomorrow, so hold your tongue 
until then.
– TAURUS: Anyone who tries to give 
you advice today is going to regret 
it because you are in no mood to be 
told what to do. Try not to overreact 
though. You don’t have to bite some-
one’s head off just because they point 
out a few alternative options.
– GEMINI: There is a danger you 
could fall out with someone in a po-
sition of authority today, so be careful 
what you say and do. Yes, of course, 
you must stick up for yourself but you 
must also keep in mind that their po-
sition is more powerful than yours.
– CANCER: Don’t try so hard to get 
ahead today, especially on the work 
front where your influence on col-
leagues may not be as effective as you 
would like it to be. You don’t have to 
prove you have what it takes – no one 
doubts you, except maybe yourself.
– LEO: You seem to have an unusu-
al tendency to fear the worst at the 
moment – unusual because it’s not 
like you to believe that you cannot 
possibly win. Don’t worry. Your confi-

dence will return in a rush when Mars 
moves in your favor tomorrow.
– VIRGO: You may not be happy with 
what is going on in your world but 
what can you do about it? According 
to the planets you don’t have to do 
anything. On the work front, espe-
cially, your fortunes are about to take 
a turn for the better.
– LIBRA: You may be skeptical about 
some of the things you’ve been hear-
ing of late but don’t reject them com-
pletely because there could be some 
credibility in the stories even if they 
have been exaggerated. Make it your 
mission to get at the truth.
– SCORPIO: You must not commit to 
any kind of scheme that you have not 
checked out thoroughly for yourself. 
This is one of those occasions when 
you would be wise to mistrust every-
one you interact with. With so much 
money at stake you can’t be too care-
ful. 
– SAGITTARIUS: The most important 
thing today is that you resist the urge 
to jump to conclusions, both in your 
private life and in your career. Give 
loved ones and colleagues alike the 
benefit of the doubt even if you sus-
pect they are up to no good.
– CAPRICORN: Don’t make any hard 
and fast plans for the next 24 hours. 
Just follow your nose and trust that 
whatever route you choose to take it 
will guide you eventually to the goal 
that the universe has identified as be-
ing the best one for you.
– ACQUARIUS: Try not to attach too 
much importance to what your five 
senses tell you today because there is 
a very real chance they could lead you 
astray. The planets warn this is one of 
those occasions when your hunches, 
usually so reliable, cannot be trusted.
– PISCES: Use your brain power as 
well as your physical strength over 
the next 24 hours. Whatever it is you 
are working on there will be some 
kind of puzzle involved that can only 
be solved by using your mind. Fortu-
nately, you are a very deep thinker.
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Djokovic, Jabeur on committee of controversial tennis players body

FIFA chief Infantino quizzed by Swiss special prosecutors

Our participation wouldn’t be possible without all these players: Pan Gon

Virat Kohli scores 45th ODI ton, 73rd International century

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic and 
women’s world number two Ons 
Jabeur were named Wednesday on the 
first executive committee of the con-
troversial Professional Tennis Players 
Association (PTPA). Serbia’s Djokovic, 
the former men’s number one, was in-
strumental in the creation of the PTPA, 
having quit as president of the ATP 
Player Council in 2020 to launch the 
breakaway organisation. The ATP runs 
men’s tennis. The PTPA is independent 
of the ATP and its women’s equivalent, 
the WTA, and says it wants to give 
players a greater voice in the sport. 

Six other players were also named on 
the executive committee, or leadership 
body: Paula Badosa, Hubert Hurkacz, 
John Isner, Bethanie Mattek-Sands, 
Vasek Pospisil and Zheng Saisai. The 
committee is “centered on advancing 

player rights, growing and improving 
the business of tennis”, the PTPA said 
in a statement from Melbourne, ahead 
of next week’s Australian Open. Speak-
ing in Adelaide last week, Djokovic 
said: “When it comes to PTPA, a play-
er organisation that is 100% devoted 
to players, we don’t have anything like 
that in tennis.” The 35-year-old, one of 
the most successful men’s players of all 
time, admitted that “we were not ac-
cepted and embraced by Grand Slams, 
ATP nor WTA, so it makes things diffi-
cult for us”. “But this association needs 
to live,” he said. (Agencies)

GENEVA: FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino met with special prosecutors 
in Switzerland on Tuesday as part of 
their criminal investigation into his 
undisclosed meetings with the coun-
try’s attorney general during a wider 
probe of soccer officials. Criminal 
proceedings against Infantino were 
recommended in 2020 by a previous 
special prosecutor — who was later 
removed from the case by a Swiss fed-
eral court — for possible incitements 

to commit abuse of public office and 
breach of official secrecy. The case po-
tentially implicating Infantino is now 
moving forward in his home country, 

weeks after he oversaw the World Cup 
in Qatar and about two months before 
he is due to be re-elected unopposed 
by FIFA member federations. Special 
prosecutor Hans Maurer confirmed in 
an email to The Associated Press that 
“a confrontation hearing was held in 
the proceedings,” conducted by him-
self and a second prosecutor, Ulrich 
Weder. “However, I do not comment 
on the time, scope and purpose of this 
hearing,” Maurer wrote. (Agencies)

PATHUM THANI: National head 
coach Kim Pan Gon (pix) refused 
to think too much after Malaysia’s 
elimination from the 2022 ASE-
AN Football Federation (AFF) Cup 
campaign. Malaysia lost 0-3 to de-
fending champions Thailand in the 
second leg semi-final at Thammasat 
Stadium here, last night thus losing 
1-3 on aggregate. Due to the disap-
pointment of not being able to lead 
Malaysia to qualify for the final, Pan 
Gon declined to answer the impact 
of the AFF Cup on Harimau Mala-

ya’s preparation for the 2023 Asian 
Cup. The 53-year-old South Korean 
coach instead expressed his feelings 
about being together with the players 

for about five weeks since the end of 
November last year. “I think we better 
don’t think too much, we have done 
this for more than five weeks, we 
all were very united, all positive, we 
talked about dreams and the future 
and we encourage each other. “They 
(players) came to help, without these 
players we can’t even participate in 
this kind of tournament that not in 
FIFA period, they gave up a lot of 
things to come here,“ he said during a 
pre-match press conference here, last 
night. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Indian Cricket Team’s 
former captain Virat Kohli scored 
another century against Sri Lanka 
on Tuesday and got further close 
to Sachin Tendulkar’s record of 49 
One-Day International (ODI) centu-
ries. Virat Kohli ended the 2022 year 
with a century against Bangladesh 
and scored exactly the same number 
of runs, 113 against Sri Lanka in the 
first ODI, as he helped Indian team 

score 373 runs in 50 overs. It was Virat 
Kohli’s 73rd International century and 
now he needs 27 more centuries to lev-

el Sachin Tendulkar’s record. Among 
the active players, Virat Kohli already 
leads by a big margin. Many cricket 
experts believe Virat Kohli’s form was 
going to be key for Indian team in the 
2023 World Cup, which will be held 
in India. Kohli, who remained No.1 
in ODI rankings for many years, had 
not scored an International century for 
almost three years from 2019 to 2022. 
(Agencies)

Stoeva sisters aim to continue positive run after 
ousting Pearly-Thinaah

WWE co-CEO Stephanie McMahon resigns, 
Vince returns as executive chairman

Donovan Mitchell drops 46 points in return to 
Utah, but Jazz get the win

KUALA LUMPUR: Bulgarian siblings 
Gabriela Stoeva-Stefani Stoeva hope 
to continue their ideal start of the sea-
son in the ongoing 2023 Malaysia Open 
to seek a third consecutive Olympics 
qualification in Paris 2024. The world 
number 14 women’s doubles pair, who 
began their campaign by stunning lo-
cal favourites Pearly Tan-M. Thinaah 
in the season opener yesterday, want 
to remain positive throughout the sea-
son to finish strongly. “No negative 
thoughts, and because I get angry easi-
ly, so the target is to enjoy the game, to 
support my sister and play good. Our 
goal is to fight with the opponents, not 
against each other. “Paris 2024 is our 
target, but we don’t want to put pres-
sure on ourselves. We will fight each 
match, we can’t say we will win every 
match, but definitely will give a good 
fight,” elder sister Gabriela said at the 
Axiata Arena. Yesterday, the Stoeva 

sisters eliminated world number six 
Pearly-Thinaah 21-19, 21-14, and are 
set to face Treesa Jolly-Gayatri Go-
pichand Pullela of India in the second 
round, tomorrow. Commenting on the 
win, Stefani said they were surprised 
with the result over the Malaysians, es-
pecially after the latter enjoyed a better 
season in 2022 to break into the world’s 
top 10 and winning Commonwealth 
Games gold. During their only meeting 
before this, Pearly-Thinaah had defeat-
ed the Stoeva sisters 21-19, 21-12 in the 
finals to clinch the 2021 Swiss Open ti-
tle. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: World Wrestling En-
tertainment (WWE.N) elected former 
chief Vince McMahon as the executive 
chairman of the board on Tuesday, the 
company said, adding that co-chief ex-
ecutive officer and chairwoman Steph-
anie McMahon resigned from her role. 
Nick Khan will serve as the new WWE 
CEO, the entertainment firm added. 
Vince McMahon, 77, returned to the 
board last week and elected himself 
and two former co-presidents and di-
rectors Michelle Wilson and George 
Barrios to the board. McMahon’s 
daughter Stephanie announced her 
resignation in a statement posted on 
Twitter. “I look forward to cheering on 
WWE from the other side of the busi-
ness, where I started when I was a lit-
tle kid, as a pure fan,” she said. Vince 

McMahon, who ran the company for 
four decades, said last week that the 
only way for WWE to fully capitalize 
on growing demand for content and 
live entertainment was for him to re-
turn as executive chairman. The com-
pany also announced at the time that 
it would explore strategic alternatives. 
McMahon retired in July last year, as 
the company’s CEO and chairman, 
following an investigation into his al-
leged misconduct. Later, WWE said 
that it found some unrecorded expens-
es tied to McMahon. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Tuesday night provided 
Utah Jazz fans a familiar sight: Dono-
van Mitchell going off in a Jazz win. The 
Cleveland Cavaliers star posted 46 points, 
six assists and no turnovers in his return 
to Vivint Arena, but the Jazz got the 116-
114 win thanks to a huge night from 

Jordan Clarkson down the stretch. The 
game began with Mitchell receiving a 
warm reception as he took the floor, com-
plete with a video tribute from the team 
that traded him last offseason for Lauri 
Markannen, Collin Sexton, Ochai Agbaji 
and a boatload of draft capital. (Agencies)

Saudis make marriage rule exception for Ronaldo

Italian tourist dies after Dakar Rally accident

Footballer who refused BLM kneel wins settlement

‘Greedy’ F1 owners putting themselves ahead of sport, says Andretti
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BEIJING: The proportion of COVID-19 
patients of common type who devel-
oped pneumonia is about 8 percent 
of the total, Jiao Yahui, an official 
from the National Health Commission 
(NHC), said on Sunday in response to 
the public’s concerns about the num-
ber of pneumonia cases around them, 
noting that the vast majority of the 
cases with pneumonia can be treated 
and cured after timely treatment and 
intervention.  China has downgraded 
the management of COVID-19 from 
Class A to Class B starting from Sun-
day. In terms of the overall situation of 
the COVID-19 epidemic across China, 
Jiao, director of the Medical Admin-

istration Bureau of the NHC, said to 
CCTV News that the number of outpa-
tient visits to fever clinics nationwide 
has entered a stage of rapid increase 
since December of 2022, and the num-
ber of emergency cases reached a 
peak between late December of 2022 
and January 1, 2023, alongside a surge 
in critical cases.  Some major cities 
such as municipalities and capitals of 
provinces are experiencing or have 
experienced the peak of infection, offi-
cials said. The visits to the emergency 
departments of hospitals have shown 
a sign of declining, whereas the treat-
ment on severe cases is still at a high 
plateau, Jiao said. (Agencies)

PARIS: The Indian Navy’s quest to 
acquire a carrier-based fighter jet for 
its indigenous aircraft carrier INS 
Vikrant is nearing conclusion after 
months of rigorous evaluations. As 
per speculations, the Dassault Rafale 
is expected to win this tightly-fought 
contest against Boeing Super Hornets. 
According to a report published on 
January 4 in the French publication 
La Tribune, a contract for over 26 Ra-
fale Marine fighters could be signed 
during French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s visit to New Delhi in March 
2023. The exact dates of the Presiden-
tial visit have not been announced yet. 
The report speculated that the Indian 
side was likely working on the formali-
ties for signing an agreement in March 
2023, as the year marks the 25th an-
niversary of the strategic partnership 
between the two countries. However, 
no such communication has been re-
leased by the Indian government or 
the Indian Navy. In December 2021, 

the former French Defense Minister 
Florence Parly told the media that 
Dassault Aviation could bag an order 
for “26 to 57 Rafale in Navy version.” 
However, a deal may now be signed for 
26 Rafale Marine fighter jets instead of 
57. To supplement its dwindling and 
ailing fleet of carrier-based MiG-29K 
fighters, the Indian Navy evaluated the 
French Dassault Aviation’s Rafale-M 
and the US-based Boeing F/A-18 Su-
per Hornet earlier this year. The tests 
involving both aircraft were conduct-
ed at a shore-based test facility in Goa, 
India, a few months apart. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The mountains in and 
around the holy city of Makkah in 
Saudi Arabia have turned green after 
weeks of heavy rain and last month’s 
flash floods, the Saudi Press Agency 
has reported. The agency shared a vid-
eo clip on Twitter last Thursday show-
ing the effect of the excessive rainfall. 
Several parts of the kingdom have 
seen arid landscapes turning green, 
particularly in western Saudi Arabia. 
The growth of vegetation, brought on 
by warm weather as well as the rain, 
has been caught in satellite images 
provided by NASA. Images and vid-
eos of the unprecedented phenome-
non have circulated on social media 
taking many users by surprise. Some 
have linked the sudden greenery in 
Makkah to a narration by Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) 

who is reported to have said: “The 
Last Hour will not come till the land 
of Arabia reverts to meadows and 
rivers.” However, one user has cau-
tioned against reaching premature 
conclusions, pointing out that the 
phenomenon is temporary and has 
happened before. The torrential 
downpour in the country followed a 
call in November by King Salman for 
people to perform the special prayer 
for rain known as istisqa. (Agencies)

Cardinal George Pell, whose convic-
tion on child abuse charges shocked 
the Catholic Church before being 
quashed, has died at 81. The for-
mer Vatican treasurer is Australia’s 
highest ranking Catholic cleric, and 
the most senior Church figure ever 
jailed for such offences. He died of 
heart complications after hip surgery, 
Church officials say. Cardinal Pell 
served as Archbishop of both Mel-
bourne and Sydney before becom-
ing one of the Pope’s top aides. He 
was summoned to Rome in 2014 to 
clean up the Vatican’s finances, and 

was often described as the Church’s 
third-ranked official. But the cleric 
left his post in 2017, returning to Aus-
tralia to face trial on child sex abuse 
charges. A jury in 2018 found he had 
abused two boys while Archbishop 
of Melbourne in the 1990s. Cardinal 
Pell, who always maintained his in-
nocence, spent 13 months in prison 
before the High Court of Australia 
quashed the verdict in 2020. How-
ever a civil lawsuit - launched by the 
father of a choirboy who prosecutors 
alleged Cardinal Pell abused - is still 
under way. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan has culled just un-
der 10 million birds as it confronts a 
massive outbreak of avian flu, which 
is threatening to put further strain on 
poultry supply and increase the price 
of eggs. In a statement Tuesday, the 
agriculture ministry said 9.98 million 
animals had been killed this season, 
surpassing a previous record of 9.87 
million that were slaughtered in fis-
cal 2020, during a previous bird flu 
crisis. The latest cull included mostly 
chickens, as well as small numbers 
of ducks and ostriches, a ministry of-

ficial told CNN on Wednesday. The 
National Federation of Agricultural 
Cooperative Associations, known as 
Zen-Noh, gave a higher tally, saying 
approximately 10.9 million birds had 
been killed as of Tuesday night. “The 
supply of chicken eggs is expected to 
decrease due to the recent outbreak,” 
Zen-Noh, which is part of a national 
farm industry group, told CNN. “The 
market price is expected to soar.” The 
spread of bird flu has already pushed 
up egg costs around the world in re-
cent months. (Agencies)
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US diplomats working to increase cooperation between Arab states and Israel

WASHINGTON: US officials on Tues-
day said they are working to increase 
integration and cooperation between 
several Arab states and Israel in vari-
ous fields as part of the Negev Forum. 
Established in 2022, the forum seeks 
to foster cooperation between Arab 
states and Israel as part of the Abra-
ham Accords. The US diplomats par-
ticipated in two days of meetings of the 
forum’s working groups in Abu Dhabi 
this week, along with senior represen-
tatives from the governments of Bah-
rain, Egypt, Morocco, the UAE and Is-

rael. “What the Negev Forum did was 
create six working groups that met 
over the past two days,” Derek Chollet, 
counselor at the US State Department, 
said during a telephonic briefing at-
tended by Arab News. “These six work-
ing groups cover regional security, 
clean energy, food and water security, 
health, tourism, and education and co-
existence,” he added. “Very specifical-
ly, we sought to develop clear, concrete 
and pragmatic steps that will bolster 
integration and help us augment secu-
rity, peace and economic prosperity in 

the region.” The forum has expanded 
trade and economic relations, tourism, 
direct flights, and cultural and academ-
ic exchanges between several Arab 
states and Israel. Jordan, which signed 
a peace treaty with Israel in 1994, has 
refused to participate in the forum as 
long as the Palestinians are not part of 
it. Palestinians view the forum as an 
attempt to sideline its key demands of 
independence and an end to the Israe-
li occupation. The next meeting of the 
forum will be held in Morocco in the 
spring. (Agencies)

Iraq’s First New Refinery 
In Decades Set To Hit Full 

Capacity By July

UK resettled no Afghan 
refugees under scheme,  
one year after launch

The world’s most powerful passport  
for 2023 revealed

BAGHDAD: The new Karbala refinery 
south of Baghdad is expected to reach 
full 140,000 barrels per day (bpd) ca-
pacity by July this year, a source at the 
facility told Reuters on Tuesday. The 
Karbala refinery, estimated to have cost 
just over $6 billion, is expected to be-
gin commercial production of fuels in 
the middle of March, Iraqi Oil Minister 
Hayan Abdel Ghani said this week-
end.   The start of production will see 
the refinery doing test runs at 60% of 
capacity, according to the source who 
spoke to Reuters. Karbala, Iraq’s first 
new refinery in decades, is designed to 
produce gasoline, LPG, jet fuel, gasoil, 
fuel oil, and asphalt. According to Ar-
gus, the fuels from the facility will help 
Iraq cut its refined product imports by 
an estimated 60%. The new refinery is 
not expected to affect Iraq’s crude oil 
exports as OPEC’s second-biggest pro-
ducer could either raise its oil produc-
tion or cut processing rates at other re-
fineries, the source told Reuters.   Iraq’s 
exports from the southern port of Basra 
averaged 3.24 million bpd in December, 
per data from state-owned marketer 
SOMO seen by Reuters. Iraq, OPEC’s 
second-largest producer behind Saudi 
Arabia, raked in more than $115 billion 
in oil revenues in 2023, according to fig-
ures released by the country’s oil min-
istry last week. That figure stems from 
crude oil exports of 1.209 billion barrels 
last year—or an average of 3.320 mil-
lion bpd. As OPEC’s second-largest 
crude oil producer, producing 4.5 mil-
lion bpd in Q3, Iraq relies on oil reve-
nues for nearly all of its export income. 
Iraq’s oil revenues fell in 2020 to just 
$42 billion, according to Al-Monitor, as 
Saudi Arabia and Russia’s oil price war 
collided with the start of the pandemic, 
tanking crude oil prices. In 2021, Iraq’s 
oil revenues rebounded to $75.6 billion. 
Iraq is home to the world’s fifth-largest 
proven oil reserves, holding 145 billion 
barrels. (Agencies)

LONDON: The British government 
has, so far, failed to deliver on its prom-
ise to resettle tens of thousands of vul-
nerable Afghans in the United King-
dom over the coming years, a year after 
it made such guarantees following the 
Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan in 
August 2021. The Afghan Citizens’ Re-
settlement Scheme (ACRS), which was 
announced upon the Taliban takeover 
and was set up exactly 12 months ago, 
pledged to resettle up to 20,000 vulner-
able Afghans in the coming years and 
5,000 in the first year. The government 
– then under former Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson – aimed to achieve that 
through three pathways. The first was 
the protection of those already settled 
in the UK; the second was the resettle-
ment of those who have been referred 
by the United Nations’ High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the 
third was the resettlement of those who 
worked for – or were affiliated with – 
the British government in posts such 
as embassy staff and British Council 
teachers throughout the US-led occu-
pation of Afghanistan. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: A trio of Asian pass-
ports offer their holders greater 
global travel freedom than those of 
any other countries, according to 
a new quarterly report released by 
London-based global citizenship 
and residence advisory firm Henley 
& Partners. Japanese citizens enjoy 
visa-free or visa-on-demand access 
to a record 193 destinations around 
the world, just ahead of Singapore 
and South Korea whose citizens 
can freely visit 192. And now that 
Asia-Pacific is opening up post-
Covid, its citizens are more likely 
to be making use of that travel free-
dom again. Global travel is now at 
around 75% of pre-pandemic lev-
els, according to the latest release 
by Henley Passport Index, which is 
based on data from the Internation-
al Air Transport Association (IATA). 
Below the Asian top three, a glut of 
European countries sit near the top 
of the leaderboard. Germany and 
Spain are tied on 190 destinations, 
followed by Finland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg on 189. Then there’s Austria, 
Denmark, Netherlands and Sweden 
all tied in fifth place, while France, 
Ireland, Portugal and United King-
dom are at No. 6. New Zealand and 
the United States make an appear-
ance at No. 7, alongside Belgium, 
Norway, Switzerland and the Czech 
Republic. Afghan nationals sit at the 
bottom of the index once again, and 
can access just 27 countries without 
requiring a visa in advance.
Other indexes
Henley & Partner’s list is one of 
several indexes created by financial 
firms to rank global passports ac-
cording to the access they provide to 
their citizens. The Henley Passport 
Index ranks 199 passports accord-
ing to the number of destinations 
their holders can access without a 
prior visa. It’s updated in real time 
throughout the year, as and when 
visa policy changes come into ef-
fect. Arton Capital’s Passport Index 
takes into consideration the pass-
ports of 193 United Nations member 
countries and six territories -- ROC 
Taiwan, Macau (SAR China), Hong 
Kong (SAR China), Kosovo, Pal-
estinian Territory and the Vatican. 
Territories annexed to other coun-
tries are excluded. It’s also updated 

in real time throughout the year, but 
its data is gathered by close moni-
toring of individual governments’ 
portals. It’s a tool “for people who 
travel, to provide accurate, simple-
to-acess information for their travel 
needs,” Arton Capital’s founder Ar-
mand Arton told CNN in December. 
Arton’s Global Passport Power Rank 
2023 puts the United Arab Emirates 
in the top spot, with a visa-free/vi-
sa-on-arrival score of 181. As for 
second place, that’s held by 11 coun-
tries, most of which are in Europe: 
Germany, Sweden, Finland, Luxem-
bourg, Spain, France, Italy, Neth-
erlands, Austria, Switzerland and 
South Korea. The United States and 
the UK are at No.3, alongside Den-
mark, Belgium, Portugal, Norway, 
Poland, Ireland and New Zealand.
The best passports to hold in 2023, 
according to the Henley Passport 
Index
1. Japan (193 destinations)
2. Singapore, South Korea (192 des-
tinations)
3. Germany, Spain (190 destina-
tions)
4. Finland, Italy, Luxembourg (189 
destinations)
5. Austria, Denmark, Netherlands, 
Sweden (188 destinations)
6. France, Ireland, Portugal, United 
Kingdom (187 destinations)
7. Belgium, New Zealand, Norway, 
Switzerland, United States, Czech 
Republic (186 destinations)
8. Australia, Canada, Greece, Malta 
(185 destinations)
9. Hungary, Poland (184 destina-
tions)
10. Lithuania, Slovakia (183 destina-
tions)
The worst passports to hold in 2023, 
according to the Henley Passport 
Index
Several countries around the world 
have visa-free or visa-on-arrival ac-
cess to 40 or fewer countries. These 
include:
102. North Korea (40 destinations)
103. Nepal, Palestinian territory (38 
destinations)
104. Somalia (35 destinations)
105. Yemen (34 destinations)
106. Pakistan (32 destinations)
107. Syria (30 destinations)
108. Iraq (29 destinations)
109. Afghanistan (27 destinations)

8% of Chinese COVID-19 patients develop 
pneumonia: NHC official

India, France to sign deal for Rafale-M fighters 
in march during Macron’s visit to New Delhi

Makkah mountains turn green after heavy rain

Controversial Catholic cleric Pell dies aged 81

Egg prices ‘expected to soar’ in Japan  
after record cull of 10 million birds

US Navy seizes cargo of 
AK-47s from Iran to arm 

Yemen militia
AL-MUKALLA: The US Navy has 
seized a cargo of more than 2,000 as-
sault rifles being smuggled on a fishing 
boat from Iran to the Houthi militia in 
Yemen. “This shipment is part of a con-
tinued pattern of destabilizing activity 
from Iran,” Vice Admiral Brad Cooper 
said on Tuesday. A team from the USS 
Chinook, a Cyclone-class coastal patrol 
boat, boarded the traditional wood-
en sailing dhow in the Gulf of Oman 
last Friday. They found 2,116 Kalash-
nikov-style AK-47 rifles individually 
wrapped in green tarpaulins aboard 
the ship, said Cmdr. Timothy Hawkins, 
a spokesman for the Navy’s 5th Fleet in 
Bahrain. (Agencies)


