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UNITED NATIONS: With the num-
ber of people aged 65 and over 
projected to more than double 
by the middle of the century, the 
rights and well-being of older per-
sons must be prioritized in efforts 
to achieve a sustainable future, the 
UN said in a new report launched 
on Thursday. The World Social Re-
port 2023 calls for concrete mea-
sures to support the greying global 
population, amidst escalating pen-
sion and healthcare costs. Pop-
ulation aging is a defining global 
trend of our time, according to the 
study, published by the UN Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Af-
fairs (DESA). Countries can reap 
the benefits by giving everyone 
the chance to grow older in good 
health by promoting equal oppor-
tunities from birth.
“Together, we can address today’s 
inequalities for the benefit of to-
morrow’s generations, managing 
the challenges and capitalizing on 
the opportunities that population 
aging brings,” said Li Junhua, UN 
Under-Secretary-General for Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs. In 2021, 
761 million people worldwide were 
aged 65 and older, which will rise 
to 1.6 billion by 2050. The number 
of people aged 80 years or older is 
growing even faster. People are liv-
ing longer thanks to improvements 
in health and medical therapies, 
greater access to education and re-
ductions in fertility. 
Globally, a child born in 2021 can 
expect to live, on average, to age 
71, with women living longer than 
men.  This is nearly 25 years more 
than a baby born in 1950. Northern 
Africa, Western Asia and sub-Sa-
haran Africa are on track to ex-
perience the fastest growth in the 

number of older people over the 
next 30 years. Today, Europe and 
Northern America combined, have 
the highest share of this popula-
tion. Increased global life expec-
tancy reflects better health overall, 
it said. However, the report points 
to inequalities in our aging world, 
because not everyone has benefit-
ed equally from the improvements 
in health and education that are 
driving this transformation. While 
many older people are in excellent 
health or “economically active”, 
others live with ailments or in pov-
erty. In more developed regions, 
pensions and other public transfer 
systems, provide over two thirds of 
the consumption by older persons. 
Their counterparts in less devel-
oped regions tend to work longer 
and rely more on accumulated as-
sets or family assistance. Further-
more, an ageing global population 
also means a rise in the need for 
long-term care, a weakness ex-
posed during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Unfortunatly, public spend-
ing in most countries has not been 
sufficient to cover the growing de-
mand. Life expectancy is strongly 
influenced by factors such as in-
come, education, gender, ethnic-
ity and place of residence. “Some 

combinations of these factors have 
too often led to systemic disadvan-
tage that begins early in life,” the 
authors noted. They warned that 
without policies to prevent them, 
these systemic disadvantages re-
inforce one another throughout 
peoples’ lives, leading to gaping 
disparities in old age. As a result, 
progress towards achieving the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) could be at risk, express-
ly SDG 10 on Reducing Inequali-
ties. The report recommends that 
countries rethink long-held poli-
cies and practices associated with 
livelihoods and work. Many gov-
ernments are already introducing 
opportunities for life-long learn-
ing, as well as strengthening and 
taking full advantage of intergen-
erational workforces.
They are also introducing flexible 
retirement ages to accommodate 
a broad range of personal situa-
tions and preferences. Authorities 
must also rethink social protection 
systems, including pension pro-
vision. “One major challenge is 
maintaining the fiscal sustainabil-
ity of public pension systems while 
ensuring income security for all 
older persons, including workers 
in informal employment,” the au-
thors said. Other crucial elements 
involve expanding decent work 
opportunities for women and oth-
er groups traditionally excluded 
from the formal job market. The 
aim is to secure their well-being 
when older, and to expand the pro-
ductive capacity of the economy. 
The informal care sector’s consid-
erable contribution to the formal 
economy also should be proper-
ly recognized ad factored in, the 
analysis suggests. (Agencies)
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WELLINGTON:  The leaders of Aus-
tralia and neighboring Papua New 
Guinea said Thursday they are final-
izing a new security treaty — a move 
that comes as a challenge to China’s 
growing assertiveness in the region. 
Last year, China signed its own se-
curity pact with the nearby Solomon 
Islands, raising alarm that it could 
lead to a military buildup in the South 
Pacific region. Australia and PNG ha-
ven’t released details of their planned 
new treaty, but Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese said he 
expected negotiations to conclude in 
April and the treaty to be signed in 
June. Albanese said the treaty would 
be based on the deep trust between 
the two nations. The people of Pap-

ua New Guinea showed heroism and 
humanity during World War II battles, 
he said. “In the years ahead, Australia 
and Papua New Guinea have a chance 
to honor our shared history of service 
in the cause of peace — by adding to 
it,” Albanese said. “Deepening our de-
fense ties and enhancing our national 
security cooperation, and achieving a 
swift conclusion to negotiations on a 
Bilateral Security Treaty.” (Agencies)

DUBAI: Iran has sentenced a former 
senior defense official to death after 
convicting him on charges of spying 
for Britain, state-linked media reported 
on Wednesday. The judiciary said Ali 
Reza Akbari, who was deputy defense 
minister until 2001, was a “key spy” 
for British intelligence, the semiofficial 
Tasnim news agency reported. It said 
Iranian intelligence unmasked the spy-
ing by feeding him false information. 
Tasnim also reported that he had spied 
on past nuclear talks between Iran and 
Western powers. Akbari had served as 
deputy defense minister under Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami, a reformist 

who had pushed for improved relations 
with the West. Britain called for the ex-
ecution to be halted and for Akbari’s 
immediate release. “This is a politically 
motivated act by a barbaric regime that 
has total disregard for human life,” For-
eign Secretary James Cleverly said in a 
statement. (Agencies)

KAMPALA: Uganda’s latest out-
break of the Ebola virus is over, 
the government and the World 
Health Organization said Wednes-
day. Health Minister Ruth Aceng 
told journalists that no new cases 
had been registered in the past 42 
days. This outbreak was the first 
in a decade of the less common Su-
dan strain which, unlike the Zaire 
strain that has caused outbreaks in 
neighboring Congo in recent years, 
has no proven vaccine or therapeu-

tics. Uganda had recorded 142 cases 
including 56 deaths since the out-
break was announced in September. 
Ebola, which can sometimes mani-
fest as a hemorrhagic fever, spreads 
through contact with the bodily flu-
ids of an infected person or contam-
inated materials. “With no vaccines 
and therapeutics, this was one of the 
most challenging Ebola outbreaks 
in the past five years,” WHO Afri-
ca director Matshidiso Moeti said. 
(Agencies)

ATHENS: Constantine, the former and 
last king of Greece, will be buried as a 
private citizen in Tatoi, the former sum-
mer residence of Greece’s royals just 
outside Athens where his parents and 
ancestors are buried, the government 
said Wednesday. A controversial fig-
ure in Greek history, Constantine died 
in a hospital late Tuesday at the age of 
82. Greece’s monarchy was definitive-
ly abolished in a referendum in 1974, 
and Constantine spent decades in ex-
ile before settling in his home country 
once more in his waning years. Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis chaired a 
ministerial meeting Wednesday morn-
ing to discuss details of the funeral, with 

his office announcing the private buri-
al and saying the government would 
be represented by the culture minister. 
Constantine’s family said the funeral 
service would take place at the Athens 
cathedral. It said the exact timing of the 
service and burial, and the duration the 
former king’s body would remain in the 
church, “will be determined at a later 
time.” (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan and South Korea de-
fended their public health restrictions 
on travelers from China on Wednes-
day, a day after China stopped issuing 
new visas in both countries in appar-
ent retaliation. South Korean Foreign 
Minister Park Jin said he finds it 
“significantly regrettable” that China 
stopped issuing short-term visas to 

South Koreans and called for China 
to align its pandemic steps with “sci-
entific and objective facts.” Japanese 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu 
Matsuno criticized China for “one-sid-
edly” restricting visa issuances to Jap-
anese nationals “because of a reason 
that is not related to COVID-19 mea-
sures.” (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Spurred into action by a 
major corruption scandal, the Europe-
an Parliament president wants to pre-
vent former lawmakers from lobbying 
on behalf of businesses or governments 
soon after they leave office and to make 
public the names of current members 
who break assembly rules, a parlia-
mentary official said Wednesday. Par-
liament President Roberta Metsola also 
seeks tougher checks on lobbyists and 
the public listing of any meetings that 
lawmakers may have with them, said 
the official, who spoke on condition of 

anonymity because the measures hav-
en’t yet been endorsed by parliament. 
The plans were divulged just a month 
after Belgian authorities arrested four 
people on charges of corruption, money 
laundering and participation in a crimi-

nal organization. Lawmakers and offi-
cials concede that it may be the biggest 
corruption scandal to have hit the Eu-
ropean Union. Those charged include 
a member of the parliament, Eva Kaili, 
and her boyfriend Francesco Giorgi, 
an assistant there. They are accused 
of working with former EU lawmaker 
Pier Antonio Panzeri who, according 
to an arrest warrant, “is suspected of 
intervening politically with members 
working at the European Parliament 
for the benefit of Qatar and Morocco” 
in exchange for payment. (Agencies)

Scandal-hit EU assembly set to move on anti-corruption plan

UK ambulance workers 
walk out, joining wave of 

strike action
LONDON: Around 25,000 U.K. ambu-
lance workers went on strike Wednes-
day, walking out for the second time 
since December in an ongoing dispute 
with the government over pay. The in-
dustrial action by paramedics, drivers 
and call handlers was the latest in a 
wave of strikes in recent months that 
has crippled the country’s rail network 
on some days and strained the U.K.’s 
overburdened public health system. 
Health officials have warned that the im-
pact of Wednesday’s strike will be worse 
than the one held in December because 
more staff, including call handlers, are 
walking out. People were advised to call 
in cases of life-threatening emergencies 
— such as cardiac arrest or a serious 
road accident — and ambulances will 
still respond to such situations. But less 
urgent cases won’t be prioritized and 
some people will have to make their 
own way to hospitals. Union leaders say 
some of the lowest-paid public health 
workers, including call handlers and 
drivers, are close to falling below the na-
tional minimum wage.  (Agencies)

MIAMI: Western Union said Wednes-
day it has resumed remittance services 
between the U.S. and Cuba in a limited 
capacity after two years of the essential 
economic lifeline being severed. The 
company stopped the money transfers 
in 2020 after then President Donald 
Trump tightened long-standing U.S. 
on Cuba. The Biden administration 
has loosed a handful of the Trump-
era restrictions, including remittance 
payments, but has still left many in 
place. “The close connection between 
our U.S. customers and their families 

living in Cuba, together with the role 
our services play in helping create 
better lives, are inextricably linked,” 
said Gabriella Fitzgerald, president of 
Western Union North America. “We 
are delighted to offer this critical con-
nection once again for our customers.” 
The test phase is being rolled out in se-
lect locations in Miami, and transfers 
can be sent to three government-op-
erated banks in Cuba — Banco Pop-
ular de Ahorro, Banco Metropolitano 
SA and Banco de Credito y Comercio. 
(Agencies)

TEL AVIV: Former Israeli top legal 
officials spoke out Thursday against 
sweeping reforms to the country’s jus-
tice system planned by the new con-
servative government, lending their 
voices to a growing outcry against 
the proposed overhaul. Seven former 
attorneys general who have served in 
the post throughout the last five de-
cades signed a letter of protest, along 
with four other former senior legal of-
ficials. Three of the former attorneys 
general were appointed under Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose 
current justice minister is spearhead-
ing the legal reforms. The letter, pub-
lished in Israeli media, denounced the 
proposed changes, saying they are de-
structive to the country’s legal system. 
“We call on the government to with-

draw the proposed plan and prevent 
the serious harm to the justice system 
and the rule of law,” the letter said. 
The former officials said the reforms 
would turn the Supreme Court, often 
the last recourse for Israelis and Pales-
tinians seeking to challenge what they 
see as discriminatory policies, into a 
“pseudo-political body that would be 
suspected of bending the law in favor 
of the government.” (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Central Peace Commit-
tee (CPC) Peshawar announced full 
cooperation with the ongoing ‘Drug-
Free Peshawar’ campaign on Thurs-
day. In a statement issued here, the 
chairman of CPC, Mujeeb-ur-Rehman 
commended the efforts of the Chief 

Secretary, Commissioner Peshawar 
and other institutions for eradication 
of the menace of narcotics. He said 
that in a very short period, Commis-
sioner Peshawar, Riaz Khan Mehsud 
has made significant achievements 
in the eradication of narcotics by cre-

ating awareness amongst the youth 
about the menace. He urged the 
residents and all civil society to join 
hands with the government agencies 
in this holy war against narcotics to 
protect our coming generation from 
it. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Thursday 
predicted that more rain with snowfall 
over the hilly areas is likely to occur. 
The areas include Buner, Swat, Shan-
gla, Kohistan, Battagram, Torghar, 
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Haripur and 
Swabi. It said that drizzle and light 
rain is also likely to occur over Chitral, 
Lower & Upper Dir, Malakand, Mar-
dan, Bajaur and Mohmand districts. 
Moderate to dense fog in isolated 
pockets is likely to occur over Dera 

Ismail Khan, Peshawar, Charsadda, 
Nowshera as well as Peshawar to 
Swabi motorway during the morning 
and night. During the last 24 hours 
rain with snowfall over the hills oc-
curred in most parts of the province. 
Rain recorded (in mm) was as�follows: 
Dir 34, Timergara 31, Malam Jabba 
& Balakot 28 (each), Kalam 25, Saidu 
Sharif & Cherat 24 (each), Buner 23, 
Pattan 22, Kakul 19, Takht Bhai 16, Ba-
jaur (Pashat 18, Khaar 14), Mohmand 
(Ghalanai 16, Mamad Gut 12), Khyber 
(Landi Kotal 11, Tirah 07), Peshawar 
(City 10, Airport 08), Parachinar 09, 
Chitral 06 and Bannu 02. Snowfall re-

corded (in inches) was Malam Jabba 
14, Kalam 13, Parachinar 01 and Dir 
Trace. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were as Peshawar City 
14/09, Chitral 06/03, Timergara 07/03, 
Dir 05/00, Mirkhani 06/01, Kalam 02/-
6, Drosh 06/01, Saidu Sharif 08/04, 
Pattan 09/05, Malam Jabba 00/-4, 
Takht Bhai 12/07, Kakul 09/02, Balakot 
10/04, Parachinar 07/-5, Bannu 15/04, 
Cherat 1-/02, D.I. Khan 19/07. The low-
est temperature recorded in the prov-
ince was -06�C in Kalam and -05�C in 
Parachinar. (APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 235.6 237.9

China Yuan 33.73 33.98

Japanese Yen 2.44 2.49

Saudi Riyal 66.4 67.1

U.A.E Dirham 68.5 69.1

UK Pound 304 307

Euro 269 271

Australian Dollar 170 171.25

Canadian Dollar 183 184.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
160300

Rs. 
146941

Rs. 
140263

Rs. 
120225

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
137500

Rs. 
126041

Rs. 
120313

Rs. 
103125

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 13750 Rs. 12604 Rs. 12031 Rs. 10313

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
389800

Rs. 
357314

Rs. 
341075

Rs. 
292350

Dr Jatindar discusses pharmacists’  
issues with Governor

SMC participants visit Rashakai SEZ

Khyber Police foils bid to smuggle mobile 
phones, STC tablets

PESCO notifies power suspension  
on Peshawar, Rampura grids

Charsadda people decry inconsiderate  
attitude of Imran

Body of a minor boy couldn’t be  
retrieved from well

DC holds meeting regarding polio campaign

Advanced Clean Energy Summit concludes 
at UET Peshawar

PESHAWAR: The president of the 
minority section of the Young Phar-
macists Community, Dr Jatindar 
Singh called on Governor Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali here at 
the Governor’s House and discussed 
with him matters pertaining to the 
pharmacists. The governor assured 
Dr Jatindar that issues faced by the 

young pharmacists will be addressed 
on a priority basis and all possible ef-
forts would be made in that regard, 
said a press release on Thursday. He 
further said that he would soon meet 
with the delegation of the Young 
Pharmacists Community, adding a 
detailed discussion would be held on 
their issues. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The participants of 
32nd Senior Management Course 
(SMC) have visited Rashakai Spe-
cial Economic Zone (SEZ) and re-
viewed development work in prog-
ress in the economic zones of the 
province. The delegation was re-
ceived by the Chief Commercial Of-

ficer (CCO) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Economic Zones Development and 
Management Company (KP-EZD-
MC), Adil Salahuddin and team of 
the Special Economic Zones and 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects team, said a press 
release issued here. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Police have 
foiled a bid to smuggle 36 stolen mo-
bile phones and 1400 STC tablets to 
Afghanistan and arrested an accused, 
said a press release issued here on 
Thursday. On a tip, Khyber Police car-
ried out checking at Machni Check 
Post on Pak-Afghan Highway and 
intercepted a truck of Afghan-Transit 

Truck bearing registration No. Z 7843 
and during search recovered 36 dif-
ferent varieties of mobile phone sets, 
1400 STC tablets and various items of 
medicines. The accused/driver, Rafi-
ullah was arrested from the spot and 
the mobile phone sets, STC tablets 
and medicines were taken into offi-
cial possession.(APP)

PESHAWAR :The Peshawar Elec-
tric Supply Company (PESCO) on 
Thursday notified that due to main-
tenance work power supply would 
remain suspended from 132 KV 
Jamrud Grid Station on 14th, 21st, 
24th, 28th and 31st January from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. resultantly consumers 
of 11 KV Hayatabad 1,2,3,4,5, New 
Hayatabad, Health Care Hospital , 
Health Excellence North West Hos-
pital, Kidney Center, RMI, Gulabad, 
PITC, Mohmand Steel, Northern 
Bottling, Hayatabad Surgical Hos-
pital, Peshawar General Health Net 
Hospital, Shakas 1 feeders will face 
inconvenience. It said that the pow-
er supply would remain suspended 
from 132 KV Peshawar University 
Grid Station on 13th , 17th, 20th, 
24th, 27th and 31st January from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. resultantly consum-
ers of 11 KV Commercial Building 
Abdul Razak, Ring Road,University 
Campus, Canal Town, Malakand-
her, Engineering, Regi, Gulabad, 
Taj Abad, Agriculture, Mera Achi-
ni, HMC, Ring Road, Danish Abad, 
Rahat Abad 1, CMB, Abdara Road, 
AchiniMera 1,2, Rahat Abad 2, 
SufaidDheri, Old Bara Road, JAF, 
academy Town, Circular Road, 
DHA, HBK, ASkri 6, AchiniMera 
feeders will face inconvenience. 
Likewise, the power supply would 
remain suspended from 132 KV 
Hayatabad Phase 7 Grid Station on 
14th, 21st, 24th, 28th and 31st Jan-

uary from 9 a. m. to 3 p.m. due to 
which consumers of 11 KV Hayata-
bad 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, Ha-
yatabad Old, Danish Abad, Shaukat 
Khanam, Hayatabad 4, PC Hotel, 
Frontier Ceramics, Frontier Green 
wood, Cel Wood, Khyber 1, 2 feed-
ers will face inconvenience.
The power supply will also remain 
suspended from 132 KV Peshawar 
City Grid Station on 14th, 16th, 
19th, 25th, 28th and 31st January 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. resultantly 
consumers of 11 KV Sheikh Abad 
feeder would face inconvenience. 
Moreover, it said that power sup-
ply would remain suspended from 
132 KV Rehman Baba Grid Sta-
tion on 14th, 19th, 25th, 28th and 
30th January from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
due to which consumers of 11 KV 
Chairman Daftar feeder will face 
inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 
KV Rampura Grid Station on 14th 
January from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. re-
sultantly consumers of 11 KV Ghari 
Dupatta 2, Airport 2, Chattar, Ax-
illary, Komi Kot 2 feeders will face 
inconvenience. The power supply 
would also remain suspended from 
132 KV Rampura Grid Station on 
14th January from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
resultantly consumers of 11 KV 
Ghari Dupatta 1, Airport 1, Kholian 
3, New Secretariat , Domail Saidan 
feeders will face inconvenience.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The people of 
Charsadda district have started de-
crying the inconsiderate attitude of 
PTI chief Imran Khan as according 
to them he (Imran) has turned a blind 
eye towards the district after winning 
a by-election from the constituency. 
Talking on social media, some elders 
from Charsadda said Imran had total-
ly forgotten the people of Charsadda 
after winning the by-election from 
here. Criticizing the policies of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government 
and PTI leadership, they said the peo-

ple of Charsadda were being humiliat-
ed for a bag of flour while Imran was 
enjoying luxury life at his palaces. 
They further said that not only Imran 
Khan but even the local leadership of 
the PTI in Charsadda have vanished 
in these difficult times. The people of 
Charsadda have been left helpless, 
they said. The PTI MPAs and lead-
ers who got votes during the election 
campaign of Imran Khan have now 
disappeared, they said adding that 
they will make the PTI leadership ac-
countable through their votes. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The rescuer couldn’t 
managed to retrieve the body of a 
minor boy who fell in to an 80-meter 
abandoned well about two days ago, 
in Alam Gudar area of Bara tehsil in 
Khyber district. According to rescue 
officials on Thursday, a three-year-old 
child named Yahya had fallen into the 
abandoned well while playing near his 
blind father in the fields. The rescue 
workers and locals made tireless ef-
forts for two days to retrieve the boy 
from the well. The rescue workers on 
late Wednesday night detected the life-

less body of a minor boy in the bottom 
of the well through a wired camera, 
but the dead body couldn’t be retrieved 
due to the depth and narrow entrance 
of the well. The Namaz-e-Janaza of 
the boy was offered on the scene and 
the well was covered with soil after 
declaring it as the grave of the child. 
An amount of Rs 0.5 million was pre-
sented by the district administration to 
child’s blind father while Rs 2,000,00 
from Commandant Bara Rifles and 
Rs 3,000,00 were offered by the local 
MNA to the aggrieved father. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A meeting was held 
regarding the polio campaign under 
the chairmanship of Deputy Com-
missioner Kohat Furqan Ashraf to 
discuss in detail the ways and means 
of maintaining peace during the Polio 

campaign. The heads of all concerned 
departments participated in the meet-
ing. On this occasion, Deputy Com-
missioner Kohat issued necessary in-
structions regarding making the polio 
campaign successful. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The two-day Advanced 
Clean Energy Summit, organized by 
the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (ASME) UET Peshawar 
Chapter concluded here the other day.  
The Summit provided a common plat-
form for government, policy makers 
and leaders in private sector to collabo-
rate on critical issues and opportunities 
in harnessing clean energy in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Speakers urged for re-
duction in energy use and better waste 
management to a shift towards renew-
ables for sustainable consumption in 
future. Vice Chancellor UET Peshawar, 
Prof. Dr. Iftikhar Hussain addressed 
as chief guest at the closing ceremony. 
He said, unfortunately, Pakistan being 
an underdeveloped country has left 
behind in exploiting the renewable en-
ergy resources to the fullest. “Sustain-
ability is the key word where we need 
to put concerted efforts in order to pro-
vide a better future for our upcoming 
generations”, he said. He appreciated 
the efforts of KPEZDMC for perfor-
mance and urged for close collabora-
tion in applied research and enhancing 
linkages with industrial estate. He ap-
preciated the efforts of Advisor ASME 
Dr. Muhammad Alamzeb Khan, and 
Osama Humayun Jadoon, President 
ASME UET Peshawar for holding a 
successful event. Javed Iqbal Khattak, 
CEO KPEZDMC said, KPEZDMC is 
aimed to develop economic zones by 

capitalizing on industrial strengths of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  As many as 290 
industrial units are in process of setting 
up while 14 special economic zones are 
already established which will lead the 
region towards rapid industrialization. 
He said, KPEZDMC as one of the larg-
est employment organization offers 
jobs and business opportunities to the 
engineers of the province. As alumnus 
of UET Peshawar, he also assured his 
support to engage talented graduates 
in job markets and give them industrial 
exposure through visits to major eco-
nomic zones including Rashakai Spe-
cial Economic Zone. He said, to reduce 
dependency on conventional power 
distribution companies, KPEZDMC has 
also embarked upon setting up its own 
power distribution company for indus-
trial estate. Amir Marwat HoD Energy 
and Power Department KPEZDMC 
briefed the audience on projects initi-
ated by KPEZDMC in “green hydro-
gen” that is to address the crises in gas 
sector and “waste to energy” for pro-
ducing 5mw energy through the Hori-
zon Paper Ltd Hattar. Sponsors of the 
Summit included Green Wend Energy 
ARAR Group and MEPlanet. Key note 
speakers were from USPCASE UET 
Peshawar, USPCASE NUST and UET 
Taxila.  Later, the Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Iftikhar Hussain gave away shields 
and souvenirs to the guest speakers 
and organizers. Press Release

Govt Decides To Provide 200 Bags Flour To Each NC&VC
PESHAWAR: The provincial govern-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
decided to provide 200 bags of flour 
to every Neighbourhoods and Village 
Councils of the district Peshawar on a 
daily basis. It was announced during 
a meeting regarding the judicious dis-
tribution of the flour held here with 
Commissioner Peshawar Division Riaz 
Khan Mehsud in the chair. The meet-
ing was held on the special directives 
of Chief Minister Mahmood Khan. 
Besides, MNAs, MPAs and their repre-
sentatives, the administrative officers 
of the district administration and the 
Food Department also attended. The 
participants of the meeting were told 
that 67,000 bags of 10-kilogram are 

being supplied to 704 dealers on daily 
basis and on public complaints the quo-
ta of 84 atta dealers has been cancelled 
and stern legal action against them is 
in process. For bringing an end to ir-
regularities and unnecessary dealers, 
the meeting decided on simplification 
and judicious distribution of the of-
ficial flour. Under the new policy, all 
Neighbourhood and Village Councils 
of the district would be supplied 200 
bags of the commodity on a daily basis. 
For each Neighbourhood and Village 
Council the MPA concerned will nom-
inate a dealer for the distribution of the 
official subsidized flour and instead of 
50 to 60 bags, they will be provided 200 
bags on a daily basis. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The Federal Ombuds-
man Office has addressed over 
1,60,000 cases during the year 2022, 
of which 50 percent complaints were 
handled without utilizing additional 
budget or employing human resourc-
es. This was stated by Federal Om-
budsman Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi while 
briefing media at Itla Cell civil Secre-
tariat Peshawar. He said that hundred 

percent increase was recorded in on-
line disposal of cases, and hearings 
of complaints were also conducted 
online with an aim to provide justice 
to people at their doorstep. He further 
said that performance targets for the 
Investigating Officers and Advisors 
have been increased to more than 
hundred percent during the year 
2022, and justice was also ensured 

through frequent inspections of pub-
lic service organizations and by hold-
ing open courts through 17 Regional 
Offices across the country. He said 
that the Wafaqi Mohtasib evinced 
special focus on Overseas Pakistanis 
and 133% increase was recorded in 
disposal of their cases during last 
year, through improvement in service 
delivery. (Agencies) 

Federal Ombudsman Office Addressed Over Lac Cases In Year 2022 



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

-Your Source for Alternate News-
3Editorial & Opinion Friday 13 January 2023

Circular debt in the oil and gas sector has increased to Rs 1,500 
billion. Plans are now underway to introduce a multi-pronged strat-
egy to resolve this by improving balance sheets. Dividends will be 
netted off and the remaining amount will be settled by increasing 
gas prices. Currently, Sui Gas companies are operating on major 
losses and the only way out seems to be a price hike. The prescribed 
gas rates are Rs 850 per MMBTU and the actual rates are Rs 450 
in the Sui South system. A similar gap exists in the Sui Northern 
system between the sale of gas price and the actual cost of gas. A 
limited gas tariff, based on the previous WACOG policy, is also pro-
posed. Earlier last year, the PTI government passed the Weighted 
Average Cost of Gas (WACOG) for energy sector needs. This pric-
ing strategy represented actual cost but also only impacted residen-
tial consumers the most. This targeted subsidy shielded the lowest 
tariff bracket but as reliance on LNG has increased, the price of 
the commodity has also increased. At the moment it is good that 
the government has jumped into action and formed a committee 
on this account. However, recouping the debt through taxes will 
drive a heavy load on an already burdened consumer. The Premier 
has previously been directing concerned officials to avoid this im-
position on the people, but unfortunately, it may be the only path 
forward. Already, rising LNG costs and inefficient utilisation of the 
commodity have resulted in this ultimatum. For the future, howev-
er, the aim should be long-term sustainability. Local gas should be 
explored and while current price increases will get us out of this 
mess, there is still no solid long-term rectification plan in place. All 
efforts are directed to the present situation, which makes sense, but 
such credit-centric policies must be accounted for so that a situation 
does not deteriorate to this extent in the future.

Circular Debt Plan

New revelations show that the Covid 
pandemic has allowed for govern-
ments and Big Tech to expand the sur-
veillance-industrial complex that tight-
ens the state’s grip on thought and 
movement. A recent batch of Twitter 
internal documents released by Elon 
Musk via journalist David Zweig on 
the platform itself reveals that one of 
the first meetings that the Biden Ad-
ministration requested with Twitter 
executives was on the topic of Covid 
vaccines and specific high-profile ac-
counts that deviated from the official 
narrative. “Twitter did suppress views 
– many from doctors and scientific ex-
perts – that conflicted with the official 
positions of the White House. As a re-
sult, legitimate findings and questions 
that would have expanded the public 
debate went missing,” Zweig wrote.  
He added that “with Covid, this bias 
bent heavily toward establishment 
dogmas,”  and cited examples of var-
ious experts, including prominent ep-
idemiologists, whose views were cen-
sored as a result of being qualified by 
the non-scientists at Twitter as Covid 
“misinformation.”  We’ve also learned 
from previous Musk-approved Twitter 
file releases of the cozy relationship 
between government officials – in-
cluding those working for the Penta-
gon, CIA, and FBI – and big US social 
media outlets like Twitter, which rou-
tinely cooperated on various govern-
ment priorities and agendas ranging 
from framing foreign wars to promot-
ing certain narratives about geopolit-
ical competitors (like Russia) under 
the guise of fighting “disinformation.” 
All of this in an ostensibly democrat-
ic country that’s supposed to value 
free speech and debate. It’s only now, 
when most Westerners are jabbed, 
that taboos on scientific information 
about the true efficacy of the vaccines 
(particularly on new variants), associ-
ated side-effects and risks (like myo-
carditis), and the high protective value 
of post-infection immunity, are being 
loosened and no longer routinely sup-
pressed or vilified as dangerous fake 
news.  Just like they do with war pro-
paganda, the US government and its 
Western allies went out of their way 
to manufacture consent, and they 
used the very same Big Tech plat-
forms that were once the great hope 
of those seeking to break free from 
more controlled corporate media. 
And the gatekeepers of those plat-
forms, like those at Twitter, were far 
too keen to abide. Under the guise 

of combating disinformation, citi-
zens ended up applauding censor-
ship and descending in lynch mobs 
on those designated as the current 
threat to virtuous Western societal 
norms – be they “Russians” or “an-
ti-vaxxers.” 
From Covid tracking to mass sur-
veillance
And that’s not all that the pandem-
ic has in common with other crises 
shamelessly exploited by govern-
ments. A new report by the Associ-
ated Press has found that the pan-
demic permitted the expansion of 
global surveillance, with police in 
multiple countries using “technol-
ogies and data to halt travel for ac-
tivists and ordinary people, harass 
marginalized communities and 
link people’s health information to 
other surveillance and law enforce-
ment tools. In some cases, data was 
shared with spy agencies.”  Accord-
ing to the AP’s investigation, Israel’s 
domestic security agency, Shin Bet, 
has used contact tracing technology 
to track people located near a zone 
of unrest, sending them threaten-
ing messages even if they weren’t 
involved. China’s health QR code 
system, managed by three separate 
levels of government, has required 
that Covid passes flash green to take 
a plane or train, but those en route 
to protests have inexplicably and 
routinely found their passes turning 
red. Authorities in India reportedly 
used the Covid mask mandate as 
a pretext to scan faces with hand-
held devices using facial recogni-
tion software, which can be added 
or compared to a preexisting data-
base of criminals. The watchdogs 
for Australia’s intelligence services 
disclosed in November 2020 that the 
country’s Covid contact tracing app 
was used by the spies to collect data 
on citizens – “incidentally” – even 
though it was deemed to be virtually 
useless in uncovering unidentified 
Covid cases. But Aussie police have 
since used the Covid app’s check-in 
data as an investigative tool, accord-
ing to the AP. The US government 
has used CIA-linked data company, 
Palantir Technologies, to “power 
the digital operating system for the 
U.S. public health response to the 
pandemic,” according to a February 
2022 press release from the compa-
ny, which has been awarded multi-
ple contracts worth tens of millions 
of dollars amid the crisis. Remember 

when the global war on terror scared 
people so badly that US-led Western 
democracies, with little pushback, 
set up a global surveillance panop-
ticon under the guise of keeping ev-
eryone safe? Well, the Covid scare 
has been used by governments all 
over the world to expand their sur-
veillance networks – all the while 
telling their citizens that it’s being 
done to keep them safe from a virus. 
It’s not like no one predicted this 
would happen. “Do you truly believe 
that when the first wave, this second 
wave, the 16th wave of the corona-
virus is a long-forgotten memory, 
that these capabilities will not be 
kept? That these datasets will not 
be kept? No matter how it is being 
used, what is being built is the archi-
tecture of oppression,” warned NSA 
whistleblower Edward Snowden in 
an April 2020 interview. “We could 
have a parallel epidemic of author-
itarian and repressive measures fol-
lowing close if not on the heels of 
a health epidemic,” said the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the 
right to freedom of opinion and ex-
pression in April 2020, while refer-
ring to Covid as a “pathogen of re-
pression.” “Civil society can expect 
governments to justify using digital 
surveillance beyond the pandemic 
as a means to protect national secu-
rity, implement governance priori-
ties, and serve future public health 
interests,” the Cargenie Endowment 
for International Peace warned in 
October 2021. Just a few days ago, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, who just retired 
as Director of the US National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases and chief medical advisor to 
President Joe Biden, lamented that 
“we’re living in a progressively an-
ti-science era.” But if he is looking 
to place the blame for the blow that 
science has taken as a result, then 
he should do some soul-searching 
along with his government col-
leagues who chose manipulation 
and information control over open 
scientific discussion and debate. 
And where are the demands for 
the Covid-related mass surveillance 
to be immediately dismantled? It 
shouldn’t just be forgotten about so 
that it can stick around to be exploit-
ed or further enhanced during the 
next big government authoritarian 
bender. It needs to go.
Courtesy: RT

Without exaggeration, Ralph Nader 
is one of the transformational figures 
in recent US history. Because of ef-
forts he helped lead, we drive safer 
cars, have cleaner water and air, and 
have a range of safety protections 
in our homes and places of work. It 
wasn’t easy. To build the movement 
for change, he had to confront major 
US corporations, banks, and powerful 
political lobbies, all of whom had en-
trenched interests in maintaining the 
status quo. I also know Ralph Nader 
to be a deeply committed Arab Amer-
ican of Lebanese descent who is a 
tireless advocate for justice for Arabs 
and against discrimination here in the 
USA. For months now, he and I have 
been discussing the continuing crisis 
in Lebanon and what, if anything, can 
be done to pull the country back from 
the abyss and create viable institutions 
that can provide needed services and 
earn public trust. I am prompted to 

share some of his ideas after reading a 
lengthy paper recently released by the 
American Task Force on Lebanon and 
the Middle East Institute: “US-Leba-
non Relations: Setting a New Interna-
tional Framework for a More Respon-
sive Government.” Both groups have 
established a record of making valu-
able contributions to US foreign policy 
discussion. And while their diagnosis 
of the problems facing Lebanon are 
on target, some of the recommenda-
tions they offer leave me confounded. 
The ATFL-MEI report correctly begins 
with the ominous warning: “Lebanon 
is on a tragic trajectory, never before 
seen in its history…Lebanon’s failings 
can be attributed to endemic corrup-
tion by the political class and the ‘state 
within a state’ impunity of Hezbollah.” 
This is all true, but then, without even 
a hint of irony, the report continues: 
“Lebanon’s leaders must take the nec-
essary risks to reverse their country 

from falling into the abyss of an eco-
nomic and political meltdown.” It then 
goes on to recommend specific and 
needed reforms for the Lebanese gov-
ernment, parliament, ministries, and 
political parties to implement. What’s 
troubling is the futility of calling on the 
very same corrupt sectarian leaders 
who have driven the country to ruin 
to reform themselves out of business 
—with the US and other international 
bodies offering incentives or sanctions 
to motivate them to adopt these mea-
sures. There is nothing new in all of 
this. Recall French President Emman-
uel Macron’s visit to Lebanon in 2020, 
shortly after the horrific ammonium 
nitrate explosion in the Port of Beirut 
that killed hundreds, left thousands 
homeless, displaced hundreds of thou-
sands more, and inflicted $15 billion in 
property damage.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today
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 Covid-related tech was exploited for mass surveillance,  
just as we were warned 

— By Rachel Marsden

A radical idea to save Lebanon
— By Dr James J Zogby

An ATR-72 airplane needs a 
1500-meter-long (1.5 KM) runway 
to take off. An Airbus A380 needs a 
runway that is 3000 meters (3 KM) 
in length. Both aircraft operate 
more or less in the same manner. 
The runway length they require 
alters and is based on the size 
and speed they need during take-
off. Similar is the case with our 
thoughts. Our time and effort are 
the runways we require to manifest 
our thoughts into reality. We need 
to put in more time and effort when 
our goals are higher. Similarly, an 
airplane requires a lift, which is the 
force directly opposing the weight 
of an airplane. It holds the air-
plane in the air. In our life, this lift 
is akin to the friends, colleagues, 
and stakeholders that we have who 
work with us. They motivate us 
to keep moving toward our goals. 
We must remain focused on the di-
rection we are moving in. This is 
like the ‘heading’ of an airplane. It 
should remain constant. However, 
while we are moving in our direc-
tion, we should explore our sur-
roundings and observe the world. 
Pilots and passengers do look out 
of the window to see the passing 
by fields, cities, and oceans. It is 
indeed imperative to focus on our 
direction but observation is equal-
ly important. It adds value to our 
cognition. The destinations in our 
lives and for an airplane—are im-
portant. However, we should take 
time to explore the surroundings 
because we remember the journey 
and the experience we gain. Sim-
ilar to how pilots develop muscle 

memory and insights on how to 
operate the instrument panel, you 
must also know how to operate 
your life. Aspects such as financial 
management, time management, 
crisis and conflict management, 
relationship management, and pri-
orities management, among others 
should be looked upon and focused 
on with precision. Our time and ef-
forts to complete a task are primar-
ily related to our intention and how 
much we are willing to complete 
them. It is the passion that lets us 
work with dedication while over-
coming obstacles. An obstacle for 
an airplane is the headwind, which 
blows at it from the front. An air-
plane requires a headwind to cre-
ate lift. The airplane uses its wings 
and engine to use this headwind to 
its advantage during take-off. The 
headwind in our life includes the 
pessimists who talk ill about our 
plans and dreams and the chal-
lenges we face. We must also use 
the negative emotions thrown at us 
to create the motivation to prove 
them wrong while moving towards 
our goals. An airplane also teach-
es us to avoid making hasty deci-
sions. Imagine if a pilot suddenly 
steers a plane. The passengers will 
experience turbulence and vertigo. 
We must also make calculated deci-
sions. To put it into perspective, our 
life is not too much different from 
an airplane. We are in command of 
our life the way a pilot steers the 
plane. Our parents, siblings, and 
friends depend on us just the way 
the passengers depend on the pi-
lots and their decisions.

Uplift your thoughts
— By Muhammad Omar Iftikhar 

Wireless police
There is no senior police offi cer in 
Sindh Police Telecom-- munication. 
There should be Inspectors and DSP 
rank officers in District and Range in 
charge, but sub-inspectors are hold-
ing the above charges. Those wireless 
operators, recruited in 1982-83, have 
hardly been promoted to the rank of 
Sub Inspector after 37- 38 years of 
long service - They deserved, and still 
do, to be in the rank of DSPs but were 

ignored. Many wireless operators who 
were appointed as Head Constable re-
tired on the same rank as Head Con-
stable, despite service of 35- 38 years 
without any promotion. In the begin-
ning, wireless operators were recruit-
ed as constables. In 1983, the then IGP 
Sindh, Mr. Bashir Ahmed Siddiqui, 
with his wise strategy, appointed wire-
less operators as direct Head Con-
stable but no benefit of that change 
materialized. They also face issues 

like technical pay and official vehicles 
being denied to the district in-charge 
officers. Respected IGP Sindh, DIGP 
TXT, and AIGP Tele Communication 
are requested to devise a new strategy 
for early promotions of wireless offi-
cers/officials and fill the vacant posts 
of Inspectors and DSPs lying vacant. 
This will ensure that the police rule ac-
cording to the law of the land.
– Mumtaz Ali Buledi
– Larkana

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
Wednesday underlined the need to 
take tangible steps to increase bilat-
eral trade between Pakistan and UK, 
which stood at £3.1 billion in 2021, 
to US$ 10 billion per year. This could 
be achieved in a short span of time 
by fully utilizing the existing oppor-
tunities, exploring new avenues and 
markets, diversifying products and 
services, and ensuring economic and 
political stability in the country, he 
added.  The President was talking to 
UK’s outgoing High Commissioner 
to Pakistan, Dr Christian Turner, who 
called on him here at Aiwan-e-Sadr.  
Talking to the outgoing High Com-
missioner, the President said that 
enhanced bilateral cooperation to 
substantially increase trade and in-

vestment from the UK in Pakistan 
would also help in improving the eco-
nomic conditions of the country, be-
sides creating jobs to reduce unem-
ployment and sustain higher growth 
rates in coming years.  He said that 
the UK’s Developing Countries Trad-
ing Scheme (DCTS), which would 
replace the GSP in early 2023, would 
provide tariff reductions and simpler 
terms to Pakistan including duty-free 

exports of over 94% of goods from 
Pakistan to the UK.  The President 
appreciated the inclusion of Paki-
stan in the UK’s Developing Coun-
tries Trading Scheme (DCTS) and 
expressed the desire to fast-track the 
progress on the signing of the Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) to substan-
tially enhance trade and signing of 
an agreement between the two sides 
for the launch of Trade Dialogue in 
the coming months. During the meet-
ing, he appreciated that 120 British 
companies were operating in Paki-
stan with cumulative investments 
of around $10 billion and noted that 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in-
creased by 22% in the financial year 
2020-21 rising from US$117 million 
to US$143 million. (Agencies)
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Agreement signed to provide free technical 
education to Gwadar’s youth

Business Leaders urge Govt. to focus on imports  
substitution, exports promotion to revive the economy

AIOU to conduct seminar on Entrepreneurship

Bahawalpur police arrest 1,531 suspects in Dec

After $1 bln announcement, PM says Saudi Arabia 
always helped Pakistan in tough times

Public urged to use water judiciously  
for future of agriculture

ANF recovers over 23.6 kg drugs in seven  
operations; arrests four

Cultural Counsellor Iran calls on Secretary Heritage

Gwadar port starts receiving Govt imports  
of bulk cargos

ISLAMABAD: In a major develop-
ment at Gwadar, the signing ceremo-
ny for the joint operation agreement 
of Pak-China Technical and Voca-
tional Institute (PCT & VI), built with 
a Chinese grant under China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
was held at Gwadar Business Center 
on Wednesday. The joint operation 
agreement was signed among Shan-
dong Institute of Commerce and 
Technology (SICT), Gwadar Port 
Authority (GPA), The University of 
Gwadar (UoG), and China Overseas 
Ports Holding Company (COPHC) 
for providing free of cost six-month 
short courses and three-year di-
ploma programmes with hands-on 
technical and professional training 
to thousands of youths of Gwadar, 
according to a message received 
here on Wednesday.The participants 
of the students of the first batch of 
representative students from Univer-
sity of Gwadar, local employees of 
COPHC, GPA and COPHC officers. 

While teachers and officers from 
SIC joined the ceremony online.
Pak-China Technical and Vocational 
Institute (PCT & VI) was gifted and 
handed over by the Chinese gov-
ernment to GPA in September 2021 
with an intent to train, prepare and 
equip the youth of Gwadar / Makran 
/ Balochistan with skill sets for the 
future needs of Gwadar port, Free 
zones, smart city, new internation-
al airport and other CPEC projects 
pertaining to commerce, marine 
industry, market-based businesses, 
modern fish practices, real estate, 
tourism, construction and hospitali-
ty and other allied industries. As per 
the joint operation agreement, GPA 
is responsible for supplying spaces 
and supporting facilities to meet the 
requirements of teaching, office, and 
accommodation in the existing new 
building of PCT & VI. It will cooper-
ate with all government departments 
to handle relevant procedures as per 
Pakistan laws and regulations. 

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry or-
ganized a Conference on Revival of 
Economy. Prominent business lead-
ers from across Pakistan included 
Shehzad Ali Malik Chairman United 
Business Group (Lahore), Dr. Gohar 
Ejaz Patron-in-Chief All Pakistan 
Textile Mills Association (Lahore), 
S.M.Tanveer former Chairman APT-
MA (Karachi), Ghazanfar Bilour 
(Peshawar) & Engr. Darood Khan 
Achakzai (Quetta) former Presi-
dents FPCCI, Khalid Tawab former 
Senior Vice President FPCCI (Ka-
rachi), Qazi Akbar Vice President 
FPCCI (Chakwal), Khalid Iqbal 
Malik Group Leader ICCI, Zafar 
Bakhtawari Secretary General UBG, 
Haji Afzal former President Sarhad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(Peshawar), Naima Ansari former 
Vice President FPCCI (Islamabad) 
addressed the conference. The busi-
ness leaders discussed key issues be-
ing faced by the economy and passed 
a solution unanimously to steer the 
economy out of the current econom-
ic crisis. The resolution called upon 
the government to cooperate with 
the private sector in enhancing im-
ports substitution and diversification 
of products basket and markets to 
boost the exports that would help in 
reviving the fragile economy of the 

country. The resolution said that be-
ing an agricultural country, Pakistan 
is spending US$ 12-13 billion on the 
import of wheat, cotton, pulses and 
edible oil and stressed that their 
imports substitution in the country 
would save this amount and produce 
exports surplus as well. The reso-
lution said that Pakistan is making 
70% exports of only 3-4 products 
and demanded that the government 
should support the business commu-
nity in increasing the exports of IT, 
engineering goods, pharmaceuticals 
and other products. The resolution 
said that the shortage of dollars is 
the main cause of the rising econom-
ic crisis in the country and stressed 
that the government should consider 
offering 10 years’ tax holidays on de-
positing dollars in banks to improve 
forex reserves of the country. The 
resolution further demanded that 
the government should also consider 
offering a bonus scheme to export-
ers and foreign remitters to cover 
the difference between bank and 
open market dollar rate. The reso-
lution urged that the government 
should privatize all loss making pub-
lic sector enterprises including PIA, 
Pakistan Steel Mills, Pakistan Rail-
ways and electricity companies that 
would save around Rs.1000 billion 
annually. (PR)

ISLAMABAD: A one-day seminar on 
“How to become an Entrepreneur” 
would be held on 25th January at 
Allama Iqbal University (AIOU) and 
organized by the Office of Innova-
tion and Commercialization (ORIC), 
AIOU. A business ideas competition 
will also be launched in the seminar, 
in which cash prizes will be awarded 
to five students who come up with 
the best ideas. As per details, the 
first ranked idea will be given a prize 
of one lac rupees, the second will get 
75,000, the third best student will get 
50,000, while 15,000 will be award-
ed to the fourth and fifth positions. 

Students are advised to visit www.
oric.aiou.edu.pk for registration 
and more information. According 
to Director ORIC, Dr Muhammad 
Latif Gondal, it is very important to 
channel the potential of youth into 
the socio-economic development of 
the country. He said that this semi-
nar and business ideas competition 
is being organized to highlight en-
trepreneurial potential among the 
youth. Another objective of this sem-
inar is to aware the talented youth 
about entrepreneurship and make 
them job givers instead of job takers. 
(APP)

BAHAWALPUR: The district police of 
Bahawalpur launched a crackdown 
against criminals’ and arrested 1,531 
suspects during the last month of De-
cember 2022 besides recovering nar-
cotics and weapons from their posses-
sion. A spokesman for Bahawalpur 
police said here that following the 
instructions of the Home Department 
and senior officials, the district police 

launched a campaign against criminals 
during the last month of December 
2022. “The police have arrested 1,531 
suspects and lodged 973 FIRs against 
them,” he said. He said that the police 
recovered stolen items and goods from 
the possession of the suspects worth 
over Rs 29 million. He said that over 
400 proclaimed offenders were among 
the arrested 1,531 suspects. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Thursday said Saudi 
Arabia has always supported Pakistan 
in difficult times. ‘Pakistan is grateful 
for the announcement of $1 billion 
made by Saudi Arabia’s Prime Minis-
ter and Crown Prince of Mohammed 
bin Salman for the rehabilitation of Pa-
kistan’s flood victims,” the prime min-
ister said.  Shehbaz Sharif expressed 
these views in a meeting with Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Saudi 

Fund Sultan Al Murshid, who led a 
four-member delegation. The prime 
minister said Pakistan highly values 
Saudi Arabia’s assistance for the re-
habilitation of flood victims. During 
the meeting, various development 
projects of Saudi Arabia in Pakistan 
were also reviewed. The meeting was 
attended by Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar, Law Minister Nazir Tarar, Adviser 
to Prime Minister Ahad Cheema and 
senior officials. (APP)

MULTAN: Speakers in a training 
workshop titled “ Water Resource 
Management” have urged the pub-
lic to use water judiciously for the 
survival of agriculture in the future. 
The workshop was organized by the 
Agriculture Engineering department 
of Muhammad Nawaz Sharif Uni-
versity of Agriculture (MNSUA) and 
the Society of Engineers and Tech-
nologists. While comparing the water 
consumption behaviour of Australia 
and Pakistan, Assistant Director of 
Murray-Darling Basin Authority, Dr 
Akhtar Abbas said Australians were 
cautious about water, if people wash 
vehicles at home, they are fined by 

the government. He also apprised the 
participants of new equipment and 
methods for the prudent use of wa-
ter, adding that sensible use of water 
resources was of great importance 
to “cater to the needs of the growing 
population”. Chairman Agriculture 
department, Dr Safaraz Hashim un-
derlined the need to use technology 
and modern methodology for ensur-
ing water conservation. He said that 
his team would utilize all possible 
resources for securing the agricul-
ture sector. Addressing participants 
through a video link, Dr Sohail Rai in-
troduced the modeling technology for 
the efficient use of water.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting 
seven counter-narcotics operations 
seized over 23.6 kg narcotics and 
arrested four accused including a 
woman. According to an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, ANF conducted 
a raid near Rawalpindi-Mandra Toll 
Plaza and recovered six kg charras 
and 3.6 kg opium besides netting two 
smugglers including a woman. ANF 
also recovered 238 grams weed from 
a parcel received here at Rawalpindi 
International Mail Office from Lon-
don. In third operation, a car was in-
tercepted near Ring Road Peshawar 
and ANF recovered four kg heroin 
besides arresting an accused resident 

of Khyber. The spokesman informed 
that in fourth operation at Bacha 
Khan International Airport, Pesha-
war ANF recovered five charras-
filled capsules from the possession 
of a Sharjah bound passenger, resi-
dent of Bannu. In an operation, ANF 
recovered 1.9 kg Ice drug concealed 
in curtains. The parcel was being 
sent to Australia through a private 
courier office in Samanabad Lahore. 
ANF recovered 1150 grams heroin 
from a parcel being sent to England 
through a private courier office on 
Sharah-e-Faisal Karachi. ANF also 
recovered 7.2 kg suspicious material 
from a parcel being sent to Australia.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Cultural Counsellor 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Ehsan Khazaei called on Secre-
tary National Heritage and Culture 
Division Fareena Mazhar here on 
Thursday to discuss matters of mu-
tual interest. Secretary NH&CD Fa-
reena Mazhar received the counsellor 
along with senior officials of the Divi-
sion and the two sides discussed cul-
tural ties between Pakistan and Iran, 
as well as the latest developments 
regarding those relations, including 

cultural agreements between the two 
brotherly countries. Cultural Coun-
sellor Embassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran presented a report on 
different cultural activities. They also 
discussed cooperation in organizing 
various cultural events in the attached 
departments of National Heritage 
and Culture. They also discussed the 
cultural link passage established by 
the cultural consulate of the Embassy 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in col-
laboration with Lok Virsa.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Gwadar port has 
started receiving government im-
ports of bulk cargos as three consec-
utive vessels carrying 90,000 MT urea 
have already arrived at the port and 
clocked the fastest discharge rate. 
This represents the efforts of the 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs, China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Authority, Gwadar Port Authority 
(GPA), Trading Corporation of Pa-
kistan (TCP) and Pakistan Customs, 
according to a press release issued 
here on Thursday. These bulk cargos 
were discharged and after bagging at 

the port are transported from Gwa-
dar to other destinations in Pakistan. 
Next month Gwadar Port will start 
handling 450,000 MT of TCP wheat. 
Trading Corporation of Pakistan 
(TCP) on behalf of the government 
decided to handle the import of urea 
and wheat through Gwadar Port. This 
movement will ease the huge conges-
tion at other ports of Pakistan due to 
the high traffic of vessels carrying 
bulk cargoes, which results in delay-
ing the operation and transportation 
of shipments; thus, disturbing the en-
tire supply chain mechanism. (APP)

3 injured in road accident

Three held for selling 
medicines illegally

IRSA releases 24,200 
cusecs water

Token system introduced 
to disburse flour bags

MUZAFFARGARH: Three brothers 
among two minors were injured in 
a road accident when a passenger 
bus collided with a motorbike at 
college chowk of tehsil Alipur here 
on Thursday. According to rescue 
sources, the accident occurred due 
to over-speeding. Resultantly, eight 
years old Tasleemullah, Kaleemul-
lah, 10, and Alamdar, 18, fell from 
the bike and got injured. Rescue 
teams rushed to the spot and shift-
ed the injured to Tehsil Headquarter 
Hospital for medical treatment. Po-
lice have registered a case. Further 
probe was underway. (APP)

SARGODHA: Three persons were 
booked for selling medicines with-
out having drug selling license in the 
area of Shahpur Saddar on Thurs-
day. According to official sources, 
a team headed by deputy drugs 
controller Faheem Zia raided and 
caught three drug sellers Muham-
mad Hussain,Nabeel and Shahzada 
Aftab red handed,besides recover-
ing illegal and expired medicines 
from them. Challans of their store 
were sent to District Quality Control 
board for further action. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday re-
leased 24,200 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 42,900 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1496.36 feet and was 98.36 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam were recorded as 18,800 cusecs 
while outflow was 8,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Man-
gla Dam was 1120.60 feet, which 
was 70.60 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and 
outflow of water were recorded at 
8,000 cusecs and 100 cusecs respec-
tively. (APP)

SIALKOT: District Food Controller 
(DFC) Sialkot Azmat Ali said that a to-
ken system was introduced to distrib-
ute cheap flour bags among citizens. 
He said that the tokens will be issued 
at the truck points by the representa-
tive of the flour mills,adding that offi-
cials assigned to the truck hand over 
the flour bag after keeping the food 
inspector’s stamped token. He told 
these details to Deputy Commission-
er Abdullah Khurram Niazi during 
a briefing, who along with Assistant 
Commissioner (AC) Sufian Dilawar 
visited various points including Alam 
Chowk. DFC said that separate offi-
cials were appointed to supply flour 
to women and men, while senior cit-
izens were provided flour on priority. 
Deputy Commissioner Abdullah Khu-
rram Niazi directed that the staff of 
the food department should load flour 
from the flour mills into the trucks 
under their supervision and ensure 
the supply of bags of flour to the mar-
ket according to the daily quota. He 
said that wheat and flour were avail-
able in abundance in Sialkot district 
and supply will be ensured as per the 
demand of citizens. (APP)

President for increasing Pak-UK bilateral trade  
to US$ 10 billion per year 
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Vietnam helps Pakistan address typhoon aftermaths
ISLAMABAD: On behalf of the 
Prime Minister, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Do Hung Viet on Janu-
ary 9 presented a token of 100,000 
USD as a gift from the Vietnamese 
Government and people to Paki-
stan to help address typhoon after-
maths in 2022. Viet expressed his 
sympathies with Pakistanis people 
on the consequences caused by 
typhoons that hit the country over 
the past time. He stressed that the 
Vietnamese Government and peo-
ple always stand by the side of Pa-
kistan in the spirit of cooperation, 
friendship, and mutual support. 

For her part, Pakistan Ambassador 
Samina Mehtab thanked the Viet-
namese Government and people 
for the precious support, affirming 
Pakistan will swiftly distribute the 

aid to people in affected areas. She 
also affirmed to continue efforts to 
deepen the sound friendship rela-
tions between the two countries. 
(Agencies)

PM arrives in UAE on two-day visit

US expands visa interview waiver eligibility 
for Pakistani citizens

Imran Khan played negative role for youth: Asif

Solid measures afoot to extend relief  
to flood affected people: AC

Rains to have good effect on Potohar region crops

DC directs authorities to take action against 
hoarders, profiteers

President summons National Assembly  
session on Monday

IESCO sets up two new sub-divisions  
to address consumers’ complaints promptly

Govt restores federal status of PIMS hospital

Wheat hoarders, profiteers to be dealt  
with sternly: PM

PTA blocks 175,000 stolen IMEI devices

ABU DHABI: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Thursday arrived in 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
a two-day visit.  UAE’s Minister of 
Economic Affairs Abdullah Touq Al 
Mari received the prime minister and 
his delegation on their arrival at the 
Abu Dhabi airport.  The prime minis-
ter was accompanied by a high-level 
delegation, including key members 
of the cabinet. The prime minister is 
visiting the UAE at the invitation of 
UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan.  This is the third 
visit of Shehbaz Sharif to the UAE 
after assuming the office of prime 
minister. During the visit, the prime 
minister will meet the UAE president 
with a particular focus on advancing 

economic, trade and investment ties 
between the two brotherly countries 
and creating increased opportunities 
for the Pakistani workforce in the 
UAE. The prime minister will also 
meet the UAE Prime Minister and 
Vice President and Ruler of Dubai, 
Sheikh Muhammad bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum.  During the meetings with 
the Emirati businessmen and inves-
tors, the prime minister will discuss 
ways to enhance bilateral trade and 
investment. The UAE is home to 
around 1.7 million Pakistanis who 
have been playing a pivotal role in the 
success story of the UAE, for the last 
five decades, contributing to the prog-
ress, prosperity and economic devel-
opment of the two countries. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The United States 
Mission in Pakistan has announced 
the expansion of interview waiver 
eligibility at the U.S. Embassy in Is-
lamabad and the U.S. Consulate Gen-
eral in Karachi for Pakistani citizens 
who are renewing B1/B2 tourist and 
business visas. “All Pakistani citizens, 
regardless of age, whose B1/B2 visas 
are valid or have expired within the 
last 48 months are eligible to partic-
ipate,” said a news release from the 
embassy of the US in Pakistan on 
Thursday. Previously, only Pakistani 
citizens of ages 45 and older were el-
igible to participate. Additionally, in-
terview waiver eligibility for student 
and petition-based work visa appli-

cants who have previously held a U.S. 
visa is also extended through 2023. 
The expansion of interview waiver 
eligibility is a procedural change to 
provide better customer service and 
more efficiently process renewals of 
tourist and business visas for qual-
ified and eligible Pakistani citizens. 
As required by U.S. law, some eligi-
ble visa holders may be required to 
appear at the U.S. Embassy or U.S. 
Consulate General for interviews af-
ter submission of their applications. 
Applicants can also visit the website 
at https://www.ustraveldocs.com/pk/
pk-niv-visarenew.asp to determine 
their eligibility for an interview waiv-
er. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for De-
fense Khawaja Muhammad Asif 
on Wednesday said that Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Imran 
Khan has played negative role for 
the entire youth of this country. The 
Chairman PTI started his politics to 
malign national institutions includ-
ing security, he said while talking to 
a private television channel. He said 
that PTI leader had adopted uncivi-
lized manner against the families of 
opponents. The minister said that 
PTI leader had damaged the decent 
culture of Pakistan. Commenting on 
vote of no-confidence in Punjab, he 
said Parvaiz Ellahi should show his 
party members to hold CM powers 
in the provincial assembly. He said 
most of the members of PTI are 
against him. He said that PTI leaders 

in the Punjab Assembly converted 
the Green belt into Brown belt. To a 
question about the pressure on rul-
ing party, he said that Imran’s par-
ty had faced only one issue which 
was COVID-19 but the world had 
supported the PTI regime. Khawa-
ja Muhammad Asif said that coali-
tion government had faced multiple 
challenges including floods 2022. To 
another question about corruption 
issues in Punjab, he said the mem-
bers of PTI had reservation over cor-
ruption issue. He said that Pakistan 
Muslim League-N leaders had faced 
jail over false cases filed by PTI re-
gime. He said Imran Khan never 
stayed in jail while Nawaz Sharif had 
to leave the seat of prime minister 
due to false allegations leveled by 
PTI leaders. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Assistant 
Commissioner Farhan Ahmed has 
said that effective measures were 
being taken to extend relief to flood 
affected people. Chairing a meeting 
here Thursday, he said that those 
who suffered losses were being duly 
compensated after assessing damag-
es during a transparent survey in line 
with the vision of the provincial gov-
ernment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and the instructions of Deputy Com-
missioner Dera Ismail Khan Muham-

mad Qaiser Khan. In this regard, he 
issued instructions to the heads of all 
institutions to ensure attendance of 
their staff so that the survey of flood 
affected families could be complet-
ed in time. He said the district ad-
ministration distributed relief items 
among flood-affected people in a 
transparent manner in order to en-
sure that each genineu flood victim 
received relief items. The meeting 
was attended by officials of the rele-
vant departments. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The ongoing spell 
of rains will have a good effect on 
standing wheat while the gram crop 
was expected to be a major benefi-
ciary. This was stated by the former 
Director of the Punjab Agriculture 
Department, Rawalpindi Dr Shahid 
Sajjad here Thursday. The Director 
told APP that rainfall was the ma-
jor source of raising the crops in the 
rain-fed area and Gram was the next 
biggest crop that was dependent on 
rains owing to it being a barani (rain-
fed) area crop. Meanwhile, Director 
Livestock Dr Muhammad Aslam 

advised the animal farmers to adopt 
precautionary measures to avoid the 
animals from cold threats. He said 
that the prevailing weather condi-
tions were suitable for the attack of 
various diseases in animals and to 
avoid the spread of diseases regu-
lar vaccination of animals was very 
essential. Aslam advised the cattle 
farmers to give dry food to animals 
and not to give them cold water. He 
also advised them to feed 100 grams 
of unrefined sugar(gur) to pregnant 
and milk-giving animals daily to de-
crease the cold effect. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Rawalpindi Shoaib Ali has direct-
ed the authorities concerned including 
Assistant Commissioners (ACs) of the 
district to take strict action against the 
law against hoarders and profiteers. 
According to a district administration 
spokesman, AC Gujar Khan visited 
New Pak Flour Mill and checked the 
wheat stocks and records. The record 
of the mill was properly maintained, 
he said adding, revenue field staff and 
price magistrates were also deputed to 
supervise wheat grinding as per quota 

and delivery of wheat bags to market as 
per ratio. He informed me that the ACs 
were also carrying out price-checking 
activity in different areas and fines 
were being imposed on profiteers, 
hoarders and shopkeepers not display-
ing the price lists. The hoarders and 
profiteers were also being sent behind 
the bars, he added. He said that Rawal-
pindi District Food Department had set 
up 74 wheat flour sale points in differ-
ent areas of the district to facilitate the 
citizens and ensure a regular supply of 
flour at subsidized rates. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has summoned the session of the Na-
tional Assembly on January 16 (Mon-
day) at 5 pm, the President House 
said Thursday. The president has con-
vened the session of the lower house 
of the parliament under Article 54(1) 
of the Constitution. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Electric 
Supply Company (IESCO) has set up 
two new sub-divisions, Sagari and Mor-
gah, to enable the timely resolution of 
customer complaints and the provision 
of best services. According to the IES-
CO spokesperson, Rawat sub-division 
has been divided into Rawat sub-di-
vision and Sagari, while the Sawan 
sub-division into Sawan and Morgah 
sub-divisions owing to the increase in 
the number of consumers. Areas and 
villages including Davri, Punjgaran, 
Dadhar, Dakala, Ojrayala, Sagari, Man-
kiala, Butter, Arazi Pind, Arazi Khas, 
Mandna Jattal, Mora Hayal, Bashan-
dot, Ruper, Deri Mera Basanta, Bhatta, 
Village Pindori, Village Chaudharian, 

Dhok Amban, Dhok Major, Abin Chak, 
Meera, Sood Gangal, Pind Mirzan, 
Morra vance, Sardar Market, Mankia-
la, Morra Bhattian, Shah Bagh, Kara-
li, Terel, Chak Sanal, Dera Khasala, 
Meana Morra, Nithia, Chabutra, Morra 
Rupival, Morra Bakhtan, Village Chapri 
Ako were placed in Rawat sub-division. 
The new sub-divisions have been add-
ed to Sagri, while the areas of the 10th 
sub-division including Morgah Village, 
Dhok Syed Muhammad, Jamra, Kotla 
Kalan, Rabia Bungalow, DHA1, Attock 
Oil Refinery, Pindi board, Abbas Colo-
ny, Shadman Colony, Army Officers, 
Colony, Tahir Colony, Wilayat Complex 
were attached to the new sub-division 
Margah. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Nation-
al Health Services, Regulations, and 
Coordination on Thursday restored the 
previous federal status of the Pakistan 
Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) 
hospital and its employees.According to 
official sources, while implementing the 
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences 
(PIMS) Bill, 2022, the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination has allowed Dr. Rizwan 

Taj, Professor of Psychiatry (BS-20) to 
look after the work of the post of Exec-
utive Director for disposal of day to day 
affairs of the hospital with immediate 
effect until the appointment of a regu-
lar incumbent. It is pertinent to mention 
here that the Joint Session of the parlia-
ment (Majlis-e-Shoora) had passed the 
PIMS Bill, 2022 to repeal the Federal 
Medical Teaching Institutes Act, 2021 
commonly known as the MTI act. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif Wednesday 
said as the country had ample stocks 
of wheat, no one would be allowed to 
indulge in unjust profiteering by creat-
ing artificial shortage of the commod-
ity. He urged the provinces to ensure 
timely supply of wheat to flour mills 
from their own as well as PASSCO’s 
(Pakistan Agricultural Storage & Ser-
vices Corporation) reserves and im-
prove governance in that regard. The 
prime minister was presiding over a 
high-level meeting regarding artificial 

shortage of wheat, hoarding and un-
just profiteering. The meeting, which 
was attended by Minister for Food 
Security Tariq Bashir Cheema, Advi-
sor to the PM Ahad Cheema, senior 
officials and provincial chief secretar-
ies, reviewed the current situation and 
stocks of wheat in the country. The 
prime minister said owing to the steps 
taken by the government, the price of 
wheat flour had witnessed a decrease 
of around Rs 1,000 per 40kg bag over 
the last five days, which was a good 
omen.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) blocked 
175,000 International Mobile Equip-
ment Identity (IMEI) devices to 
prevent the use of stolen mobile 
phones under the Device Identifi-
cation Registration & Blocking Sys-
tem (DIRBS) during the last fiscal 
year. Besides, the DIRBS identified 
and suspended around 29.56 mil-
lion IMEIs identified as duplicates, 
according to the annual report of 
PTA for 2021-2022.  It also blocked 
0.88 million cloned IMEIs identified 
as being used against 5.28 million 
MSISDN numbers. During the year 
under review, mobile subscriptions 
registered a healthy annual growth 
of 6 percent. In the domain of sub-
scriber growth, Zong took the lead 
with 9 per cent growth, followed by 
Jazz (8 percent), Telenor (1.4 per-
cent), and Ufone (0.7 percent). In 
terms of mobile subscriptions, Jazz 
led with a share of 38.6%, followed 
by Telenor (25.3%), Zong (23.1%), 
Ufone (12.1%) and SCO (0.9%). 

Over the last four years, Jazz and 
Zong have successfully increased 
their market shares while Telenor 
and Ufone saw a decline owing to 
lower investments and late entry 
in 4G market.  Currently, 78% of 
Pakistan’s population is covered by 
3G and 75% by 4G mobile signals, 
meaning that the needs of a vast ma-
jority are being catered.  Pakistanis 
have access to internet and broad-
band services at the most affordable 
rates in the region. Notably, mobile 
1GB data cost has further declined 
to 0.58% of the Gross National In-
come per capita—well below the 
UN Broadband Commission’s rec-
ommendation of less than 2 per-
cent. The broadband and data cost 
targets listed in the National Broad-
band Policy 2021 (draft available on 
the MoITT website) envisage 80% 
broadband penetration by 2025 and 
90% by 2030, with a greater than 30 
Mbps average broadband speed by 
2025, and 50% reduction in average 
price per gigabyte by 2025. (APP)

Five held over black 
marketing of flour

Youth killed in  
road accident

CTD arrest 2 terrorists 
from Multan

Dacoit gang busted

Anti polio drive to start 
from Jan 16

MULTAN: Food department here on 
Thursday has raided and caught five 
outlaws involved in black marketing 
of government flour. District food 
Controller (DFC) Omair Sagheer 
said that five people hailing from 
Muzaffargarh bought 50 bags of 
flour in a day. The accused used to 
remove special ink and bought flour 
from different flour points and black 
marketed it. He said that the fruits 
of government subsidy would be de-
livered to the deserving people at all 
costs. Best arrangements have been 
made at the trucking points to facili-
tate the citizens, he added. (APP)

SIALKOT: A youth was killed in a 
collision between a motorcycle and 
mini truck at Defence Road, Sialkot 
on Thursday. According to rescue 
spokesperson, a 17-year-old youth 
(Allah Rakha) was seriously injured 
in a collision between a motorcycle 
and mini truck at Defence Road, Si-
alkot. Later on, he succumbed to his 
injuries and died on way to hospital.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Counter-terrorism 
Department (CTD) has arrested two 
terrorists of the banned outfit from 
Multan during an operation. Accord-
ing to a private media report, two 
terrorists were arrested in combing 
operation in Multan. The terrorists 
were identified as Ehsan Ullah and 
Osama. Arms, hand grenades and 
explosives have also been recovered 
from the possession of the terror-
ists. According to CTD officials, the 
combing operation against terror-
ists has been intensified across Pun-
jab, and as a result 14 suspects have 
been arrested in multiple combing 
operations from Lodhran, Okara 
and Lahore. During the operation, 
1906 suspects were interrogated 
and 625 people were bio-metrically 
verified during the operation. Cases 
have been registered against the ar-
rested persons and further investi-
gation was underway.(APP)

KASUR: Police arrested four mem-
bers of a dacoit gang and recov-
ered cash and motorcycles from 
their possession. Police said here 
on Thursday that the team conduct-
ed raid and arrested four outlaws 
of Akhtar gang,besides recovering 
cash Rs 400,000 and six motorcycles 
from them. The accused confessed 
to have committed a number of rob-
beries on Kasur bypass road, Depal-
pur road and Ferozpur road. Further 
investigation was underway.(APP)

SUKKUR: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Sukkur, Shahzad Tahir 
Thaheem has said that the polio 
campaign would be started from 
January 16th across the district. 
Presiding over a meeting in his of-
fice on Thursday, he said that the 
achievement of the 100 per cent 
polio vaccination target would be 
ensured in all union councils of 
the Sukkur district. DC Sukkur 
said that for the success of the 
anti-polio campaign, polio vacci-
nation teams need to work with 
dedication and national spirit. 
(APP)
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Hong Kong Airlines plans hiring spree, sees full capacity by 2024

BYD plans push into India’s burgeoning EV market

Bitcoin extends longest winning streak since pandemic days

China’s visa freeze disrupts Japanese, Korean business plans

Tata debuts 2 new electric SUVs at India’s auto expo

Subway explores possible sale valued over US$10bil

FTX recovers over US$5bil in cash and securities

HONG KONG: Hong Kong Airlines 
Ltd said it expects to return to 75% 
of pre-pandemic capacity by the end 
of this year and 100% by mid-2024, 
after increasing operations to 30% 
this month. The carrier, which had a 
HK$49 billion (US$6.3 billion) debt 
restructuring plan approved by courts 
in December, is also raising basic pay 
by 8% and lifting flying hourly rates 
for crew by up to 10%, according to 
a statement Thursday. Ground staff 
will receive a 5% basic salary pay rise. 
Workers have been brought back 
from long pay leave and Hong Kong 

Airlines plans to hire 1,000 new em-
ployees by the end of 2023 — 120 pi-
lots, 500 cabin crew and 380 ground 
staff, it said. That will bring the work-
force back to 60% to 70% of pre-Covid 
levels. “We have leveraged every trav-
el recovery opportunity over the past 

few months amidst unprecedented 
pent-up demand, and we continue to 
see positive business growth, partic-
ularly from the Japanese markets,” 
Chairman Hou Wei said in the state-
ment. “Mainland China will definite-
ly be the next market to contribute 
significantly to our travel recovery 
efforts,” he said, adding that flights 
there have now doubled to 35 sectors 
a week. The carrier is flying to 15 
destinations such as Tokyo, Osaka, 
Seoul, Bangkok, Manila, Beijing and 
Shanghai. Prior to the pandemic, it 
flew to 34 places. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Chinese carmaker BYD 
Co is planning a bold push into India’s 
electric car market, joining a rush of 
foreign carmakers jockeying for a 
bigger share of the world’s fourth-big-
gest auto market. The Warren Buf-
fett-backed BYD is seeking to capture 
40% of India’s EV market by 2030, 
Sanjay Gopalakrishnan, senior vice 
president of its local unit, said in an in-
terview at India Auto Expo 2023 on the 
outskirts of New Delhi. “Being a glob-
al manufacturer, we have to keep ag-
gressive goals,” Gopalakrishnan said. 

India is a good bet because “people 
are realising the need for EVs and the 
charging infrastructure is picking up”. 
India’s switch to electric vehicles is 
lagging behind other countries such as 
China and the US, hampered by high 
upfront costs and a lack of charging in-

frastructure. Still, that hasn’t deterred 
foreign automakers from showcasing 
EVs at this week’s auto show as they 
vie for a slice of the potentially lucra-
tive market. MG Motor India, a unit of 
China’s SAIC Motor Corp on Wednes-
day said it plans to launch three electric 
models by the end of next year, while 
South Korea’s Kia Corp said it plans to 
invest 20 billion rupees (US$245 mil-
lion) in India over the next four to five 
years to develop electric vehicles and 
launch its first domestically made EV 
in 2025. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: A prolonged rally in 
Bitcoin is giving crypto enthusiasts 
a smidgen of something to be hap-
py about during a dark period for 
the industry. The world’s largest to-
ken has advanced for nine straight 
days, the longest such streak since 
2020, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. Bitcoin has added more 
than 10% this month and second-larg-
est token Ether about 17%. Bitcoin 
was up 4% to trade at US$18,258 as of 
10.15am in Singapore. Ether climbed 
over 4%, while Avalanche jumped 
about 9%. Bets that inflation is cool-
ing and that the Federal Reserve will 

slow the pace of interest-rate hikes 
have helped all manner of assets at 
the start of 2023. For Bitcoin, the 
recent gains are a stark contrast to 
last year’s slump of more than 60% 
amid a series of crypto blowups, in-
cluding the fall of the FTX exchange. 
“Risk assets have been rallying, I 
think, for the reason that the termi-

nal rate is coming slowly but surely 
into the foreground and positioning 
has been bearish and transitioning, 
which means bullish near-term price 
action,” said Michael Purves, founder 
of Tallbacken Capital Advisors. Insti-
tutions may make a comeback once 
the issues overhanging the digital-as-
set market clear up, according to No-
elle Acheson, author of the “Crypto Is 
Macro Now” newsletter. “There is lit-
tle doubt that large players will come 
back into the market when the out-
look is less murky, pushing up trans-
actions and also price,” she wrote in a 
note this week. (Agenices)

BEIJING: China’s suspension of vi-
sas for visitors from Japan threatens 
to slow the recovery of business trav-
el between the two countries, forcing 
some companies to make last-minute 
decisions on staffing and operations. 
The Chinese government on Tuesday 
stopped issuing visas for arrivals from 
Japan and South Korea in retaliation 
for tighter entry rules the two coun-
tries imposed on Chinese travellers. On 
Wednesday, Chinese officials followed 

up by halting port visas and visa-free 
transit through China for Japanese 
and South Korean citizens. Chinese 

foreign ministry spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin defended the moves Wednes-
day, saying the actions were “entirely 
justified and reasonable”. Wang noted 
that Singapore, Thailand, Cambodia 
and other “friendly countries” have not 
adopted curbs against Chinese tourists. 
China’s foreign ministry has stated that 
the visa stoppage is part of “reciprocal 
measures” against requirements that 
Chinese travellers show proof of a neg-
ative Covid test. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Tata Motors unveiled 
two electric sport utility vehicles on 
Wednesday as India’s largest EV mak-
er rushes to extend its lead in a hotly 
contested sector. A new electric SUV 
called Sierra and an electric variant of 
the auto major’s popular SUV Harrier 
were introduced on the first day of In-
dia’s biggest motor show. An electric 
vehicle concept called Avinya, which 
means innovation in Sanskrit, also was 
showcased. It will hit the streets by 
2025. These launches pave the way for 
Tata Motors to build a robust electric 

fleet that will account for one-fourth of 
its portfolio by 2025 and 50% by 2030, 
said Sailesh Chandra, managing direc-
tor of Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles 
and Tata Passenger Electric Mobility. 
“The transition to electric mobility will 
happen much faster than we had antic-

ipated,” said N Chandrasekaran, exec-
utive chairman at conglomerate Tata 
Sons. The company aims to achieve 
net-zero carbon emissions in the pas-
senger car division by 2040, followed 
by the commercial vehicle business in 
2045, he said. Tata Motors, which trails 
Maruti Suzuki and Hyundai Motor in 
overall Indian car sales, has set a target 
of selling 50,000 electric cars for the 
fiscal year ending in March. Tata has 
been an early mover in India’s fledgling 
EV segment, where two-wheelers have 
blazed a trail ahead of cars. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Subway has retained 
advisers to explore a sale that can val-
ue the sandwich chain at more than 
US$10 billion, the Wall Street Journal 
reported on Wednesday, citing people 
familiar with the matter. The process, 
which is in an early stage, is expected 
to attract potential corporate buyers 
and private-equity firms, the report 
said, adding though it is possible there 
won’t be a sale or other deal. “As a pri-
vately held company, we don’t com-

ment on ownership structure and busi-
ness plans,” a company spokesperson 
told Reuters in an emailed statement. 

Subway, one of the world’s largest 
quick-service restaurant brands, has 
more than 37,000 restaurants in over 
100 countries. The Milford, Connecti-
cut-based company, known for its foot-
long sandwiches and quick-service 
restaurants, has been owned by its 
two founding families for more than 
five decades. In 2021, media reports 
said Subway was tidying itself up for 
a sale, but the restaurant chain had de-
nied it. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Crypto exchange FTX has 
recovered more than US$5 billion but 
the extent of customer losses in its col-
lapse is still unknown, an attorney for 
the bankrupt company founded by Sam 
Bankman-Fried said on Wednesday. 
The company, which was valued a year 
ago at US$32 billion, filed for bankrupt-
cy in November and US prosecutors ac-
cused Bankman-Fried of orchestrating 
an “epic” fraud that may have cost in-
vestors, customers and lenders billions 
of dollars. “We have located over US$5 
billion of cash, liquid cryptocurrency 

and liquid investment securities,” Andy 
Dietderich, an attorney for FTX, told a 
US bankruptcy judge in Delaware at 
the start of Wednesday’s hearing. Di-
etderich also said that the company 
plans to sell non-strategic investments 
that had a book value of US$4.6 bil-
lion. However, Dietderich said the legal 

team is still working to create accurate 
internal records and the actual custom-
er shortfall remains unknown. The US 
Commodities Futures Trading Commis-
sion has estimated missing customer 
at more than US$8 billion. Dietderich 
said the US$5 billion recovered does not 
include assets seized by the Securities 
Commission of the Bahamas, where 
Bankman-Fried was located. FTX’s at-
torney estimated the seized assets were 
worth as little as US$170 million while 
Bahamian authorities put the figure as 
high as US$3.5 billion. (Agencies)

China’s reopening sends Aussie mining 
stocks near record high

Twitter orders workers at Singapore office to clear desks

US labour board upholds landmark Amazon union vote

Global foreign reserves shrink as countries 
counter dollar’s rise

Chinese bank deposits exceed loans by US$6.5 trillion

SYDNEY: A gauge of Australian 
mining shares is honing in on an 
all-time high amid bets that Chi-
na’s reopening will boost demand 
for commodities. The S&P/ASX 200 
Materials Index jumped as much 
as 1.6% on Thursday and is less 
than 2% away from its April re-
cord. Miners have benefited from 
gains in materials like copper and 
iron ore, which have been rallying 

on Chinese property stimulus and 
the country’s shift away from Covid 
Zero measures. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Workers at Twitter Inc’s 
Singapore office were told to empty 
out their desks and vacate the premis-
es, said people familiar with the situa-
tion, as Elon Musk continues to pare 
expenses around the globe. Twitter 
staff were informed via email Wednes-
day that they had until 5pm to leave 
the CapitaGreen building and resume 
their duties remotely from Thursday, 
one of the people said, asking not to be 
named discussing private information. 
Singapore-based staffers have now 
been reassigned as remote workers in 
Twitter’s internal system until further 

notice, the person added. Singapore 
serves as Twitter’s Asia-Pacific head-
quarters, a region that was hit hard by 
deep and abrupt job cuts when new 
owner Musk took over the San Fran-
cisco-based firm. The company this 
month also let go of Nur Azhar Ayob, 
who had been the head of site integri-
ty for the region and a relatively recent 
hire. Representatives for Twitter and 
CapitaLand, the owner of its Singapore 
offices, did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. Musk’s cost-cut-
ting efforts have included not paying 
rent on its global headquarters, and it 
was sued over that issue last month by 
the landlord of its San Francisco offic-
es. Casey Newton of Platformer first 
tweeted about the Singapore office 
clearout, adding that the reason for it 
was failure to pay rent on the facility. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: Amazon’s objections 
to a landmark unionisation vote by 
workers in one of the retail giant’s US 
warehouses have been thrown out, the 
US National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) ruled Wednesday. The federal 
agency tossed out the arguments put 
forth by Amazon against the 2022 vote 
at its warehouse in Staten Island, New 
York, and said in a statement that the 
company “must now begin bargaining 
in good faith with the union or may 
request a review” of its decision by 
the end of January. The Amazon em-
ployees voted overwhelmingly in late 
March last year to join the Amazon La-
bor Union, but the company claimed 
the union had intimidated the workers 
and that the local NLRB office had 
facilitated its victory. “This is a huge 
moment for the labour movement,” 
ALU vice president Derrick Palmer 
tweeted, adding: “we will continue 

fighting for a better contract for all 
Amazon workers across the world.” 
An Amazon spokesperson said the 
company intends to appeal. “We knew 
it was unlikely that the NLRB Region-
al Office would rule against itself,” 
spokesperson Kelly Nantel told AFP. 
“As we’ve said since the beginning, we 
don’t believe this election process was 
fair, legitimate, or representative of 
the majority of what our team wants.” 
The case had been moved to the NL-
RB’s office in Phoenix, Arizona where 
an official ruled that some objections 
could be sustained and ordered a hear-
ing. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Foreign currency reserves 
worldwide shrank 10% in the first nine 
months of last year as countries like 
Japan scrambled to defend their cur-
rencies against a rapidly strengthen-
ing dollar. The global total dropped to 
US$11.6 trillion at the end of Septem-
ber, falling below US$12 trillion for the 
first time since March 2020, according 
to the International Monetary Fund. “It 
likely reflects countries selling reserves, 
mainly dollars, to prop up their own 
currencies,” said Yoshimasa Maruyama 
at SMBC Nikko Securities. Japan’s re-
serves fell 13% on the year to US$1.23 
trillion at the end of 2022, the first drop 
in six years and the steepest in compa-
rable data going back to 2001, accord-
ing to government statistics released 
Wednesday. As the yen weakened 

sharply in September and October, at 
one point sinking beyond 151 to the dol-
lar, Tokyo sold dollar-denominated as-
sets for yen to try to stem its fall. These 
drawdowns sap an important source of 
funds not only for such interventions, 
but also for repaying foreign-currency 
debt, and may leave countries more vul-
nerable to economic turmoil. Although 
currency markets have settled down for 
now, the risk remains of another spike 
in the dollar that could send countries 
scrambling again. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Money in China is stuck in 
banks, with the gap between deposits 
and loans hitting the highest on record 
at the end of last year amid an uncertain 
economic outlook. Deposits outpaced 
loans by 44.51 trillion yuan (US$6.57 
trillion), the largest gap since 1997, the 
People’s Bank of China reported. Data 
from before that year is unavailable. 
The balance of deposits denominated 
in Chinese currency stood at 258.5 tril-
lion yuan, up 11.3% from a year earlier. 
Loan balances totalled 213.99 trillion 
yuan, an increase of 11.1%. This marks 
the first time in 12 years that deposits 
grew more sharply than loans. Con-
cerns grew last year about the future of 
corporate and household finances due 
to China’s strict zero-Covid policies – 
which recently were eased – coupled 
with a slump in the housing market. 
China, looking to stimulate the econo-
my, has started refunding value-added 
taxes, returning 2.4 trillion yuan by 
Dec 15. Though the measure improved 

corporate cash flows, private compa-
nies remain cautious about making 
new investments and likely used the 
money to increase their deposits. Ad-
ditionally, Chinese households have an 
entrenched inclination to save money. 
When asked about the primary way 
they use money, 61.8% of people said 
they would increase the amount put 
into savings, according to a PBOC 
survey of 20,000 depositors conduct-
ed between October and December. 
That percentage was the highest since 
tracking of comparable data began in 
2002. The figure had hovered around 
50% until the end of 2021, but spiked in 
2022. (Agencies)
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SYDNEY: Australia pulled out of an 
upcoming one-day series against Af-
ghanistan in the United Arab Emirates 
on Thursday citing Taliban moves to 
further restrict women’s rights. The 
men’s team were due to face their 
Afghan counterparts in three games, 
which form part of the ICC Super 
League, in March following a tour to 
India. But Cricket Australia said that 
following consultations with stake-
holders, including the Australian 
government, it would no longer take 
place. “This decision follows the recent 

announcement by the Taliban of fur-
ther restrictions on women’s and girls’ 
education and employment opportu-
nities and their ability to access parks 
and gyms,” it said in a statement.  “CA 

is committed to supporting growing 
the game for women and men around 
the world, including in Afghanistan. 
“(We) will continue to engage with 
the Afghanistan Cricket Board in an-
ticipation of improved conditions for 
women and girls in the country,” it 
added while thanking Canberra for its 
support. Australia will forfeit 30 com-
petition points for the series, which go 
towards World Cup qualification. But 
they have already secured automatic 
qualification to the 50-over tourna-
ment in India in October. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Sebastien Loeb took his third 
stage win in a row in the Dakar Rally in 
Saudi Arabia on Wednesday but reign-
ing champion Nasser Al-Attiyah stayed 
comfortably clear at the top of the car 
category. Loeb’s fourth stage win of 
the 2023 event left France’s nine-times 
world rally champion third overall for 
the Bahrain Raid Xtreme team but 
more than an hour and a half behind 

Al-Attiyah’s Toyota Hilux. Al-Attiyah 
was an hour and 21 minutes overall 
ahead of Overdrive Racing’s Brazilian 
Lucas Moraes, who finished third and 

just ahead of the Qatari on the 114km 
10th special stage from Haradh to 
Shaybah as the rally entered the Empty 
Quarter. “We have a big gap now. I hope 
to finish and to win this Dakar,” said the 
Qatari. The rally ends in Dammam on 
Sunday. Loeb finished three minutes 
clear of Audi’s Mattias Ekstroem and 
reported no problems after safely ne-
gotiating the desert dunes. (Agencies)

LONDON: London Seaward attacking 
midfielder Zahmena Malik grabbed 
a memorable assist on her Pakistan 
Women debut in a historic clash 
against Comoros in Saudi Arabia. The 
21-year-old played the full 90 minutes 
against Comoros at the Prince Saud bin 
Jalawi Stadium in Riyadh in Pakistan’s 
first women’s match against African 
opposition. Malik played a delightful 
square ball with the back of her heel 

to allow Anmol Hira to slot home an 
89th-minute winner, as Pakistan made 
it back-to-back victories following a 

record 7-0 win against The Maldives 
in the final match of last year’s South 
Asian Football Federation Champi-
onship in Nepal. Malik was named in 
Pakistan’s squad - alongside Doncaster 
Rovers Belles attacker Nadia Khan and 
Chesham United’s Amina Hanif - for 
this month’s four-team women’s inter-
national friendly tournament in Saudi 
Arabia, featuring the host nation, Co-
moros and Mauritius. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Ons Jabeur took 10 
years to reach a Grand Slam final, but 
losing in the title clash at both Wim-
bledon and the U.S. Open last year 
has not deterred the Tunisian, who 
looks primed for major silverware as 
she attempts to break new ground in 
2023. The 28-year-old trailblazer be-
came the first Arab woman to reach a Grand Slam final and the first African 

woman to reach the U.S. Open final 
in the Open Era, but Elena Rybakina 
and Iga Swiatek shut the door on her 
opportunities to write history. Jabeur 
left Flushing Meadows in tears but 
vowed to come back stronger, confi-
dent she would reach a Grand Slam 
final again with her “never-give-up” 
attitude. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: You must now either commit 
yourself wholeheartedly to a project of 
some kind or reject it and move on to 
something new. Don’t worry that you 
might not get along with a new set of 
colleagues – they will adapt to your 
ways as you will to theirs.
– TAURUS: Your energy levels could 
sag a bit between now and the end of 
the week – a sure sign that you need 
to recharge your batteries. Don’t put 
making money or getting ahead in 
your career ahead of your physical, 
mental and emotional wellbeing.
– GEMINI: As Mars ends its retrograde 
phase in your sign today you may feel 
that you can take on the world and win, 
but you must be selective in your choice 
of targets. Be dynamic but be dynamic 
for a reason, not just for the fun of it.
– CANCER: It is of the utmost impor-
tance that you keep lines of commu-
nication open today because it will be 
all too easy to read into other people’s 
actions the kind of negative intentions 
that are not really there. Always give 
them a chance to explain themselves.
– LEO: It may not have been easy to 
get your message across in recent 
weeks but now that Mars has come to 
the end of its retrograde phase you will 
find your voice again and find ways to 
remind friends and colleagues that 
you are on the same side.

– VIRGO: A practical approach to ca-
reer matters is a must today. You have 
done a lot of wishful thinking in recent 
weeks and it was fun while it lasted 
but now you need to get your act to-
gether and face up to reality – it’s not 
so scary.
– LIBRA: You will feel more alive, 
more assertive and more aggressive 
too now that Mars is moving in your 
favor again. If you like the idea of a 
change of scene, maybe even a move 
to a new neighborhood, look for cre-
ative ways to make it happen.
– SCORPIO: You will be doing a lot of 
thinking between now and the week-
end, and that’s great, but you must not 
neglect your responsibilities to family 
and friends. When making plans for 
the near future don’t just consider 
your own needs, consider their needs 
as well. 
– SAGITTARIUS: You will come to the 
conclusion today that something you 
have invested a great deal of time and 
energy in over the past few months is 
no longer worth the effort. New oppor-
tunities will be coming your way very 
soon, so make sure you are ready for 
them.
– CAPRICORN: You will feel a lot more 
assertive today, especially on the work 
front where you will no longer obedi-
ently take orders from colleagues and 
employers you do not respect. And 
why should you when you possess 
vastly more talent than they ever will?
– ACQUARIUS: Don’t worry what other 
people might think about your actions 
today, just do what feels best for you 
personally and turn a deaf ear to their 
complaints. They have no right to de-
mand that you follow rules that are de-
signed to benefit them more than you.
– PISCES: Keep telling yourself that 
there is nothing to fear but fear itself. 
The more you say the words, either 
out loud or in your head, the more 
your subconscious will get the mes-
sage and before you know it your 
confidence will soar and success will 
come calling.
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Messi scores in first game after World Cup as PSG win

Hannah runs up Menara KBS in less than six minutes

Afghan women barred from play, fear Taliban threats

Kasatkina into Adelaide semis, Kenin battles back in Hobart

PARIS: Lionel Messi scored in his first 
game since leading Argentina to the 
World Cup title as French league lead-
ers Paris Saint-Germain beat Angers 
2-0 on Wednesday. Nearly four weeks 
after the final against France in Qa-
tar, Messi needed only five minutes to 
make an impact. He turned neatly near 
the penalty area and threaded a pass to 
right back Nordi Mukiele, whose cross 
was turned in by 20-year-old forward 
Hugo Ekitike. Messi then started the 
move that led to his 72nd-minute goal, 
with Ekitike and Mukiele combining 

quickly to put him through before he 
side-footed home. His eighth league 
goal this season was initially disallowed 
for offside but then awarded following 
a video review. It was otherwise a poor 
performance overall from PSG against 

a team in last place, but the Parisian 
club moved six points clear at the top 
after second-place Lens drew 2-2 at 
19th-place Strasbourg. Messi was giv-
en a warm ovation by the crowd at Parc 
des Princes, who chanted his name 
when he applauded them back. He 
scored twice against France in a wild 
3-3 draw on Dec. 18 and converted his 
penalty in the shootout. Messi and PSG 
teammate Kylian Mbappe , who scored 
a hat trick in the final, are frontrun-
ners to win the next men’s Ballon d’Or 
award. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: In conjunction 
with the ‘National Take The Stairs 
Day’ yesterday, Youth and Sports 
Minister Hannah Yeoh managed to 
take up the challenge by running up 
18 floors to the rooftop of Menara 
KBS, Putrajaya, earlier today. The 
44-year-old minister made an im-
pressive run as she completed the 
challenge in less than six minutes 
from the ground floor. “It’s actual-
ly doable,” Hannah was quoted as 

saying in a statement released by 
Malaysia Towerrunning Associa-
tion (MTA). Hannah was accompa-
nied by Malaysia’s world’s number 

one tower runner Soh Wai Ching 
and MTA president Ravinder Singh. 
Meanwhile, Ravinder in the same 
statement said that hoped that tow-
er run will be featured in the 2027 
SEA Games in Kuala Lumpur. “We 
are looking forward to having stairs 
sessions starting from the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports and eventually 
to other ministries in Putrajaya and 
to the corporate offices in Malaysia,“ 
he said. (Agencies)

KABUL: Noura’s determination to 
play sports was so great that she de-
fied her family’s opposition for years. 
Beatings from her mother and jeers 
from her neighbors never stopped 
her from the sports she loved. But 
the 20-year-old Afghan woman could 
not defy her country’s Taliban rulers. 
They have not just banned all sports 
for women and girls, they have ac-
tively intimidated and harassed those 
who once played, often scaring them 

from even practicing in private, Nou-
ra and other women say. Noura has 

been left shattered. “I’m not the same 
person anymore,” she said. “Since the 
Taliban came, I feel like I’m dead.” A 
number of girls and women who once 
played a variety of sports told The As-
sociated Press they have been intim-
idated by the Taliban with visits and 
phone calls warning them not to en-
gage in their sports. The women and 
girls spoke on condition of anonymity 
for fear they will face further threats. 
(Agencie)

ADELAIDE:  World number eight 
Daria Kasatkina stumbled to close 
out the match but progressed to the 
semi-finals of the Adelaide Interna-
tional 2 with a 6-3 7-6(3) win over Pe-
tra Kvitova on Thursday. Twice Wim-
bledon champion Kvitova was at her 
most erratic, spraying 42 unforced er-
rors over the court, but still managed 
to save two match points and hold for 
6-6 in the second set at the Australian 

Open warm-up. “There was a hur-
ricane in sight after losing the game 
after being just one point away from 

the win,” Kasatkina admitted. “With 
Petra, the score doesn’t matter, you 
just have to be ready for everything. 
I’m really happy that I was able to 
keep my focus in the tiebreaker.” The 
hurricane never arrived and Kasatki-
na sealed the victory in the tiebreak 
to move on to a last-four clash against 
Spain’s Paula Badosa, who later beat 
Brazilian Beatriz Haddad Maia 7-6(5) 
7-5 in her quarter-final. (Agencies)

Daren withdraws from Malaysia open with injury

Brown leads Celtics over Pelicans 125-114, 
Bucks sink Hawks

PCB decides to shift PSL opening ceremony to 
Karachi from Multan

KUALA LUMPUR: Professional sin-
gles player Liew Daren has withdrawn 
from the second round of the Ma-
laysia Open today due to an injured 
right calf. This meant his opponent, 
defending champion and world No 1, 
Viktor Axelsen of Denmark received a 
walkover to advance to the quarterfi-
nals tomorrow. Axelsen, who received 
an extra day of rest will next meet 
Kenta Nishimoto of Japan, who elim-
inated fifth seed Jonatan Christie of 
Indonesia 21-15, 21-17 today. Daren, 
who turned 35 on Tuesday, had hinted 
at withdrawing from the Super 1000 
Championship if the injury sustained 

a month ago did not recover in time. 
The 2018 World Badminton Champi-
onship bronze medallist opened his 
campaign with a 21-15, 14-21, 21-
17 win over Toma Junior Popov of 
France while Axelsen subdued com-
patriot Rasmus Gemke 17-21, 21-14, 
21-12 two days ago. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Jaylen Brown 
scored 41 points as the Boston Celt-
ics underscored their status as the 
NBA’s form team with a 125-114 win 
over the New Orleans Pelicans on 
Wednesday. The Eastern Conference 
leaders warmed up for Thursday’s 
crunch clash against Brooklyn with 
a composed performance to over-
power the Pelicans, the third-ranked 
team in the Western Conference this 
season. Brown, averaging just un-
der 27 points per game this season, 
once again delivered for the Celtics, 
shooting 15-of-21 from the field with 
12 rebounds. “It’s a long season, it’s 
a lot of basketball, day-in, day-out — 
you’ve just got to come in ready to do 
your job,” Brown said after his sea-
son-high points tally. “I was able to 
come out and get something going.” 

Boston’s balanced offense proved too 
much for New Orleans, with Jayson 
Tatum also chipping in with 31 points 
and Malcolm Brogdon adding 20 
from the bench. Al Horford added 14 
points for Boston, who were missing 
starters Marcus Smart and Robert 
Williams III. C.J. McCollum excelled 
for New Orleans with 38 points while 
Naji Marshall added 18 for a Pelicans 
team missing the injured Zion Wil-
liamson (hamstring) and Brandon 
Ingram (toe). (Agencies)

LAHORE: Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) 8’s opening ceremony would 
likely be shifted to Karachi from Mul-
tan, Samaa TV learnt from it’s sourc-
es on Wednesday. Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) management commit-
tee decided that the PSL 8’s opening 
matches would be rescheduled and 
shifted to Karachi. also learnt that 
PCB management committee only 
wanted the round matches in Mul-
tan. PCB management committee 
will announce the new schedule of 
PSL 8 after the series against New Zealand. (Agencies)

Australia pull out of Afghan cricket series over Taliban crackdown on women

Loeb makes it three in a row as Al-Attiyah stays well clear

London Seaward attacker Zahmena Malik dazzles on international 
debut for Pakistan Women in win over Comoros

Jabeur primed for success after 2022 breakthroughs, heartbreaks
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MOSCOW: Russia will send up a new 
capsule next month to bring back 
three space station crew members 
whose original ride home was dam-
aged, officials said Wednesday. The 
two Russians and one American will 
stay several extra months at the Inter-
national Space Station as a result of 
the capsule switch, possibly pushing 
their mission to close to a year, NASA 
and Russian space officials told re-
porters. Cosmonauts Sergey Prokop-
yev and Dmitri Petelin, and astronaut 
Frank Rubio were supposed to return 
in March in the same Soyuz capsule 
that took them up last September. But 
that capsule was hit by a tiny meteor-
oid on Dec. 14, creating a small hole in 

the exterior radiator and sending cool-
ant spewing into space. Sergei Krika-
lev, head of human spaceflight for the 
Russian Space Agency, said barring 
an emergency at the space station, it 
would be too dangerous for the crew 
to use that capsule to return to Earth. 
(Agencies)

KABUL: Last June, a team of female 
doctors and nurses drove six hours 
across mountains, dry riverbeds and 
on unpaved roads to reach victims of 
a massive earthquake that had just hit 
eastern Afghanistan, killing more than 
1,000 people. When they got there, 
a day after the earthquake hit, they 
found the men had been treated, but 
the women had not. In Afghanistan’s 
deeply conservative society, the wom-
en had stayed inside their tents, unable 
to come out to get medical help and 
other assistance because there were 
no women aid workers. “The women 
still had blood on them,” said Samira 
Sayed-Rahman, from the aid agency 

International Rescue Committee. It 
was only after she met local elders to 
tell them about the arrival of a female 
medical team that women came out to 
get treatment. “That’s not just the situ-
ation in emergencies; in many parts of 
the country, women don’t go out to get 
aid,” she said. (Agencies)

BRASILIA: Skittish Brazilian author-
ities on Wednesday spared no effort 
to boost security in the face of a social 
media flyer promoting a “mega-protest 
to retake power” in two dozen cities. 
Whether because of preventative mea-
sures adopted or not, the supposed 
uprising was a dud. Less than 10 pro-
testers showed along Rio de Janeiro’s 
Copacabana beach; there were more 
journalists in attendance, plus 29 police 
vehicles. On Brasilia’s esplanade sur-

rounded by federal government build-
ings, authorities had designated an area 
for protest and stationed police and 
national guard troops. Just one couple 
showed, dressed in the same Brazil 
soccer jerseys that thousands of rioters 
wore four days earlier. “We were sur-
prised to be the only ones here today,” 
said Eunice Carvalho, a 58-year-old 
housewife joined by her husband. “Peo-
ple got scared after the imprisonments, 
which were excessive.” (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korea could arm it-
self with tactical nuclear weapons if 
tensions with Pyongyang continue to 
grow, the country’s president, Yoon 
Suk-yeol, has said. It comes after 
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un said 
this month his country would develop 
a new intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile as the US and South Korea were 
seeking to “isolate and stifle” Pyong-
yang. “If the [North Korean nuclear] 

problem becomes more serious, the 
Republic of Korea may deploy tactical 
nuclear weapons or come to possess 
its own nuclear weapons,” Yoon, who 
became president last year, said during 
a government meeting on Wednesday, 
as quoted by local media. “If that hap-
pens, it won’t take long, and with our 
science and technology, we could have 
[nuclear weapons] sooner as time 
passes,” Yoon added. (Agencies)

Wednesday marks a long-awaited 
milestone for Syrian refugee Hassan 
Al Kontar.  After years of uncertain-
ty – including seven months spent 
stranded in a Malaysia airport – Al 
Kontar has finally become a Canadi-
an citizen. “Today is kind of a declara-
tion of winning after all these years,” 
Kontar told Al Jazeera during a 
phone call just before the citizenship 
ceremony. “Today I am stateless no 
more.” Now 41 years old, Al Kontar 
first gained the world’s attention in 
2018 when he started to chronicle his 
ordeal in the airport on social media. 
Having fled the war in Syria, Al Kon-
tar found himself stuck in the Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport with-
out legal immigration papers, unable 
to leave or travel to another country. 
His posts attracted sympathy from 
around the world and drew attention 

to the labyrinthine process many asy-
lum seekers navigate as they try to 
escape violence and persecution. As 
he prepared to take Canada’s oath of 
citizenship on Wednesday, Al Kontar 
said his long fight to find refuge has 
finally been vindicated. But he also 
reflected on the sacrifices he made 
to arrive at this point. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has discovered 
“significant quantities” of uranium 
in the Kingdom and will use it to fuel 
the development of its nuclear power 
industry, Energy Minister Prince Ab-
dulaziz bin Salman said on Wednes-
day. The Kingdom wants to use nu-
clear power to diversify its energy 
mix, Prince Abdulaziz told a mining 
conference in Riyadh. Saudi Arabia 
“intends to utilize its national uranium 
resources, including in joint ventures 
with willing partners in accordance 
with international commitments and 
transparency standards,” he said. This 

would involve “the entire nuclear fuel 
cycle which involves the production 
of yellowcake, low enriched uranium 
and the manufacturing of nuclear fuel 
both for our national use and of course 
for export.” The UAE has the Arab 
world’s only multiunit operating nu-
clear energy plant. (Agencies)
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Computer breakdown sows chaos across US air travel system
NEW YORK: Thousands of flights 
across the U.S. were canceled or de-
layed Wednesday after a system that of-
fers safety information to pilots failed, 
and the government launched an in-
vestigation into the breakdown, which 
grounded some planes for hours. The 
Federal Aviation Administration said 
preliminary indications “traced the out-
age to a damaged database file.” The 
agency said it would take steps to avoid 
another similar disruption. The break-
down showed how much American air 
travel depends on the computer system 
that generates alerts called NOTAMs — 
or Notice to Air Missions. Before a plane 
takes off, pilots and airline dispatchers 
must review the notices, which include 

details about bad weather, runway 
closures or other temporary factors 
that could affect the flight. The system 
was once telephone-based but moved 
online years ago. The system broke 
down late Tuesday and was not fixed 
until midmorning Wednesday. The FAA 
took the rare step of preventing any 
planes from taking off for a time, and 
the cascading chaos led to more than 
1,300 flight cancellations and 9,000 de-

lays by early evening on the East Coast, 
according to flight-tracking website 
FlightAware. Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg told a news conference 
that the problems “led to a ground stop 
because of the way safety information 
was moving through the system.” Af-
ter the failures were fixed, he warned 
that travelers could continue to see 
some effects “rippling through the sys-
tem.” Buttigieg said his agency would 
now try to learn why the system went 
down. Longtime aviation insiders could 
not recall an outage of such magnitude 
caused by a technology failure. Some 
compared it in scope to the nationwide 
shutdown of airspace after the 2001 ter-
rorist attacks. (Agencies)
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more docs with classified 

markings

Jeff Beck, guitar god who 
influenced generations,  

dies at 78
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illegal Channel crossings, says Home Office source

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden’s 
legal team has discovered additional 
documents containing classification 
markings in a second location, a per-
son familiar with the matter told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday. The 
revelation comes days after an attorney 
for the president said Biden’s lawyers 
had discovered a “small number” of 
classified documents at his former of-
fice space in Washington. Earlier this 
week, the White House confirmed that 
the Department of Justice was review-
ing “a small number of documents with 
classified markings” found at the office. 
Biden’s attorneys had discovered the 
documents at the offices of the Penn 
Biden Center and then immediately 
called the National Archives about the 
discovery, the White House said. Biden 
kept an office there after he left the vice 
presidency in 2017 until shortly before 
he launched his Democratic presiden-
tial campaign in 2019. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Jeff Beck, a guitar virtuo-
so who pushed the boundaries of blues, 
jazz and rock ‘n’ roll, influencing gener-
ations of shredders along the way and 
becoming known as the guitar player’s 
guitar player, has died. He was 78. Beck 
died Tuesday after “suddenly contract-
ing bacterial meningitis,” his repre-
sentatives said in a statement released 
Wednesday. The location was not 
immediately known. “Jeff was such a 
nice person and an outstanding iconic, 
genius guitar player — there will nev-
er be another Jeff Beck,” Tony Iommi, 
guitarist for Black Sabbath wrote on 
Twitter among the many tributes. Beck 
first came to prominence as a member 
of the Yardbirds and then went out on 
his own in a solo career that incorpo-
rated hard rock, jazz, funky blues and 
even opera. He was known for his im-
provising, love of harmonics and the 
whammy bar on his preferred guitar, 
the Fender Stratocaster. (Agencies)

LIMA: Protests against Peruvian Pres-
ident Dina Boluarte’s government that 
have left 48 people dead since they 
began a month ago spread through 
the south of the Andean country on 
Wednesday with new clashes report-
ed in the tourist city of Cusco. Health 
officials in Cusco said 37 civilians and 
six police officers were injured after 
protesters tried to take over the city’s 
airport, where many foreign tourists 
arrive to see sites including the nearby 
Incan citadel of Machu Picchu. Protests 
and road blockades against Boluarte 
and in support of ousted President Pe-
dro Castillo were also seen in 41 prov-
inces, mainly in Peru’s south. The un-
rest began in early December following 
the destitution and arrest of Castillo, 
Peru’s first president of humble, rural 
roots, following his widely condemned 
attempt to dissolve Congress and head 
off his own impeachment. (Agencies)

LONDON: British counterterrorism 
police are investigating after border of-
ficers seized cargo contaminated with 
uranium at London’s Heathrow Air-
port. The Metropolitan Police force said 
Wednesday that “a very small amount 
of contaminated material was identi-
fied after routine screening within a 
package incoming to the U.K.” on Dec. 
29. It said the force’s Counterterrorism 
Command is investigating. There have 
been no arrests. The BBC reported that 
the uranium was in a shipment of scrap 
metal. The Sun, which first reported 
the story, said the shipment originated 

in Pakistan and arrived on a flight from 
Oman. Police Commander Richard 
Smith said the amount of contaminat-
ed material was “extremely small and 
has been assessed by experts as posing 
no threat to the public.” He said it “does 
not appear to be linked to any direct 
threat,” but the investigation continues. 
“We will of course, follow every avenue 
to see what the background to this was 
and satisfy ourselves that there’s no 
further threat,” he said. Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak’s spokesman declined to 
comment on an ongoing police opera-
tion. (Agencies)

NAIROBI: China’s new foreign minis-
ter, Qin Gang, has sidestepped a new 
call by the African Union for perma-
nent representation on the U.N. Se-
curity Council during his visit to Ethi-
opia. Speaking at the opening of the 
Chinese-built headquarters of the Af-
rica Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Ethiopia’s capital, Ad-
dis Ababa, Qin instead emphasized 
China’s partnership with Africa in 
security and economic development. 
In a statement dated early Thursday, 
China’s Foreign Ministry quoted Qin 

as saying Beijing supports the Afri-
can Union’s “greater representation 
and voice at the UN Security Coun-
cil and other international organiza-
tions,” but made no direct reference 
to permanent representation. Afri-
can Union Commission Chairman 
Moussa Faki Mahamat told a joint 
news conference that Africa’s lack 
of permanent representation on the 
Security Council is a “burning issue,” 
considering that most issues on the 
council agenda are related to African 
countries. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates on 
Thursday named a veteran technocrat 
who both leads Abu Dhabi’s state-run 
oil company and oversees its renewable 
energy efforts to be the president of the 
upcoming United Nations climate ne-
gotiations in Dubai, highlighting the 
balancing act ahead for this crude-pro-
ducing nation. Authorities nominated 
Sultan al-Jaber, a trusted confidant of 
UAE leader Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, who serves as CEO 
of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. That 
firm pumps some 4 million barrels of 
crude a day and hopes to expand to 5 
million daily. Those revenues fuel the 

ambitions of this federation of seven 
sheikhdoms on the Arabian Peninsula 
— as well as the production of more of 
the heat-trapping carbon dioxide that 
the U.N. negotiations hope to limit. But 
al-Jaber also once led a once-ambi-
tious project to have a $22 billion “car-
bon-neutral” city on Abu Dhabi’s out-
skirts — an effort later pared back after 
the global financial crisis that struck 
the Emirates hard beginning in 2008. 
Even today, he serves as the chairman 
of Masdar, a clean energy company 
that grew out of the project that now 
operates in more than 40 countries. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: UK Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak’s strategy for reducing illegal 
immigration by preventing Albanian 
migrants from crossing the English 
Channel in small boats is unlikely 
to succeed because there is “almost 
infinite” demand for the hazardous 
crossings among people of other na-
tionalities, according to a Home Office 
source. Sunak’s plans, announced last 
month, specifically target Albanian 
migrants, who accounted for more 
than a third of all cross-Channel ar-
rivals in the UK last year. But a senior 
Home Office source told Sky News 
that they would not significantly re-

duce the number of migrants enter-
ing the UK. “Even if you stopped any 
more Albanians coming across, the 
boats would still travel,” the source 
said. “Their places on the boats would 
be filled by Somalis, Eritreans or Af-
ghans, who can’t afford to pay as 
much as the Albanians are paying. 
“There is an almost infinite number of 
people who want to come to the UK.” 
About 33,000 people who came ashore 
in Kent during the first three quarters 
of 2022 were from Albania. They ac-
counted for more than 30 percent of 
all arrivals, compared with only 3 per-
cent in 2021. (Agencies)

Russia will launch new capsule to return 
space station crew
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South Korea may acquire nuclear weapons - president

Syrian refugee who lived in airport gains  
Canadian citizenship

Uranium in Saudi Arabia ‘will fuel nuclear 
industry’, energy minister says

Al-Husseini, ‘godfather’ of 
Taif Agreement that ended 

Lebanon’s civil war, dies
BEIRUT: Hussein Al-Husseini, Leba-
non’s former parliament speaker and 
the “godfather” of the 1989 Taif Agree-
ment that ended the country’s 15-year 
civil war, died on Wednesday due to 
illness. He was 86. Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Berri announced that the presi-
dential election scheduled for Thursday 
would be postponed by a week because 
of the death of his predecessor, who 
presided over parliament from 1984 
to 1992. Lebanon declared a three-day 
mourning period during which the Leb-
anese flags will be flown at half-mast 
over all institutions. Al-Husseini’s fu-
neral will take place on Thursday in his 
hometown. (Agencies)


