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BEIRUT: Lebanon’s caretaker govern-
ment, on Wednesday, approved open-
ing credit lines totalling $116 million 
to fix the country’s electricity grid, 
Anadolu News Agency reports. “An 
advance of $62 million in favour of the 
electricity sector has been approved,” 
Prime Minister, Najib Mikati, told a 
press conference in the capital, Beirut. 
He added that a sum of $54 million has 
also been allocated for maintenance 
works. Lebanon’s two main power 
plants have occasionally broken down 
and require heavy maintenance. On 
Monday, Lebanese Energy Minister, 
Walid Fayad, announced an initiative 
to solve the country’s chronic power 
outages at a cost of $600 million over 
five months to increase electricity sup-

plies to 10 hours per day. Since 2019, 
Lebanon has been plagued by a crip-
pling economic crisis that, according 

to the World Bank, is one of the worst 
the world has seen in modern times. 
(Agencies)

KIEV: Ukrainian Interior Minister De-
nis Monastyrsky has been killed, police 
confirmed on Wednesday, after a heli-
copter he was traveling in crashed in a 
residential area in the town of Brovary 
near Kiev. At least 18 others, including 
three children, also lost their lives in 
the incident, the head of Kiev Region’s 
Military Administration, Aleksey Ku-
leba, wrote on Telegram. Another 22 
persons, including ten children, were 
injured and rushed to the hospital, ac-
cording to Kuleba. Nine of those killed 
were aboard the helicopter, which was 
transporting Monastyrsky, his deputy 
Evgeny Yenin and other high-ranking 
Interior Ministry officials, according to 
the head of Ukraine’s National Police 
Igor Klimenko. The ill-fated aircraft 
belonged to the Ukrainian Emergen-
cies Ministry, he added. The helicopter 
crashed near a kindergarten and an 
apartment block in Brovary, a town of 
around 110,000 people, located about 

eight kilometers northeast of Kiev. 
Firefighters were deployed on-site as a 
major blaze broke out after the crash, 
ravaging the preschool complex. The 
Interior Ministry said it’s looking into 
several possible reasons for the crash, 
including malfunction of equipment, 
violation of security rules and sabo-
tage. A spokesperson for Ukraine’s Air 
Force pointed out that an investigation 
of the incident is going to take at least 

a few weeks and that it was too early 
to speak about what caused it. He also 
said that the crashed helicopter was 
French-made. Monastyrsky, 42, has 
been Ukraine’s Interior Minister since 
August 2019. During the presidential 
election campaign earlier that year, 
the former lawyer had been present-
ed as an expert on law enforcement 
reform in Vladimir Zelensky’s team. 
(Agencies)
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LONDON: The Church of England 
has rejected demands to alter its doc-
trine of holy matrimony, which states 
that marriage can only be performed 
between a man and a woman, and 
has refused to allow clergy to conduct 
same-sex marriages. In a proposal 
published on the church’s website on 
Wednesday, bishops instead suggest-
ed that they could allow the blessing 
of gay unions in which couples had 
been married in a civil ceremony. They 
stressed, however, that this service 
would be voluntary for clergy mem-
bers, and those theologically opposed 
could freely opt out.  “For the first 
time, people in same-sex [civil] mar-
riages, in civil partnerships, can come 
to the church for their relationships to 
be acknowledged, dedicated, and they 

can receive God’s blessing,” explained 
Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell 
in an interview with BBC Radio 4. He 
added that this was “a real step for-
ward” and “something really import-
ant,” noting that it was “not the end 
of the journey.” The archbishop ad-
mitted, however, that the move is “not 
everything that everybody wants” and 
is likely to frustrate activists who claim 
the church’s stance on gay marriage 
causes immense harm to the LGBTQ 
community. Meanwhile, Justin Welby, 
the archbishop of Canterbury, not-
ed that the bishops’ decision reflects 
the “diversity of views in the Church 
of England on questions of sexuality, 
relationships and marriage” but ac-
knowledged that the proposal may 
cause controversy. (Agencies)

JAKARTA: A powerful earthquake 
with a 7.0 magnitude struck off Indo-
nesia’s North Sulawesi province on 
Wednesday, the country’s geophysics 
agency said, adding that there was no 
tsunami potential. The Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center, however, warned in a 
bulletin that there was a risk of tsuna-
mi waves located within 300 km of the 
epicentre. The Indonesian agency said 

the quake’s epicentre was at a depth 
of 64 km, 141 kilometres southeast of 
the town of Melonguane. A resident in 
the city of Manado, the capital of North 
Sulawesi, said by telephone that the 
quake was felt very strongly for several 
seconds and people were seen running 
out of buildings. However, the resident 
said, so far, no visible damage had been 
seen and some people had returned to 
their homes. The quake was also felt in 
the Maluku islands, the local disaster 
agency added. Indonesia rests atop the 
so-called “Pacific Ring of Fire”, making 
it one of the most seismically active 
regions in the world, experiencing fre-
quent earthquakes. (Agencies)

GUANGZHOU: Primary schools in 
large cities including Guangzhou, 
Chengdu and Changchun have 
warned of potential shortages of 
places for incoming students, as the 
first cohort of children born after the 
implementation of the “two-child” 
policy is set to enter school this 
year. Several districts in southern 
industrial hub Guangzhou, Guang-
dong province, released notices this 
month that enrollment will be tight 
in 2023, as the number of children 
entering primary schools is expected 
to be greater than last year. Around 
50 primary and secondary schools in 
Chengdu, the capital of southwestern 

province Sichuan, have also alerted 
parents of the potential limited spac-
es, with one district pointing to “rap-
id population growth” in the region. 
In northeast China, several schools 
in Changchun, Jilin province, also 
warned there would be too few seats 
for primary school students this year. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: The BBC issued an apol-
ogy on Tuesday after their FA Cup 
coverage was interrupted by a por-
nographic audio clip. Audio of a 
woman moaning was played at high 
volume just as host Gary Lineker was 
seeking the opinion of fellow pundit 
Alan Shearer ahead of Liverpool’s 
1-0 win over Wolverhampton Wan-
derers. “I don’t know who’s mak-
ing that noise,” said Lineker with a 
laugh. “Somebody’s sending some-
thing on someone’s phone, I think. I 
don’t know whether you heard it at 

home.” The former England striker 
later said a phone had been taped to 
the back of the studio set as a prank. 
“As sabotage goes it was quite amus-
ing,” Lineker said on Twitter. The 
BBC issued an apology, saying: “We 
apologise to any viewers offended 
during the live coverage of the foot-
ball this evening. We are investigat-
ing how this happened.” (Agencies)

LONDON: Nurses in England began 
two days of strikes over pay Wednes-
day, as officials warned of disruption 
for thousands of patients in the UK’s 
state-run health service. It comes after 
nurses held an unprecedented strike 
last month, joining a wave of industri-
al action by public sector workers hit 
by the cost-of-living crisis. The main 
nursing union accuses the government 
of failing to negotiate seriously on im-
proving their pay deal for the current 
year. The latest walkout piles further 
pressure on the state-funded National 
Health Service (NHS) at a time of peak 
demand and lengthy waiting lists for 
treatment. “It is inevitable industrial 

action will have an impact on patients,” 
health minister Steve Barclay said 
Tuesday. Two days of strikes by nurses 
in England and Wales in December led 
to the cancellation of “around 30,000 
elective procedures and outpatient ap-
pointments”, Barclay said. “Patients 
will understandably be worried by the 
prospect of further strike action by 
nurses,” he added. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US military is sup-
plying Ukraine with hundreds of 
thousands of artillery rounds pulled 
from stockpiles based in Israel, ac-
cording to the New York Times. The 
Pentagon is reportedly “scrambling” 
to find munitions as Ukrainian forc-
es continue to exhaust their arse-
nal. The Pentagon has drawn from 
a “vast but little-known stockpile of 
American ammunition in Israel to 
help meet Ukraine’s dire need for 

artillery shells,” the Times reported 
on Tuesday, citing multiple unnamed 
Israeli and American officials. While 
it’s unclear when the deal was struck, 
Israel has agreed to allow Washington 
to source some 300,000 155-millime-
ter rounds from warehouses on its 
territory. “About half of the 300,000 
rounds destined for Ukraine have 
already been shipped to Europe and 
will eventually be delivered through 
Poland,” the Times added. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Pacific island nations are 
urging Japan to delay the release of 
water from the destroyed Fukushima 
nuclear power plant over fears fisher-
ies will be contaminated, the Pacific Is-
land Forum (PIF) said on Wednesday. 
The Japanese government said last 
week that water from the destroyed 
Fukushima nuclear power plant could 
be released into the sea “around this 
spring or summer,” raising concerns 
from island nations still grappling with 

the legacy of nuclear testing decades 
ago. Japan had approved the future re-
lease of more than 1 million tonnes of 
water from the site into the ocean after 

treatment in April 2021. The PIF, a re-
gional bloc of 17 island nations, argues 
the release of the water could have a 
major impact on fishing grounds 
that island economies rely on, and 
where up to half of the world’s tuna is 
sourced. “Our region is steadfast that 
there be no discharge until all parties 
verify it is safe,” PIF secretary general 
Henry Puna said on Wednesday at a 
livestreamed public meeting in Suva, 
Fiji. (Agencies)

Pacific islands urge Japan to delay release of Fukushima waste

China accuses US  
of oil theft 

BEIJING: China has blasted the 
United States for its “banditry” in 
Syria, claiming that Washington’s 
years-long military occupation and 
the “plundering” of Syrian resourc-
es have placed the country on the 
brink of a “humanitarian disaster.” 
Addressing reporters during a press 
briefing on Tuesday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin 
was asked to comment on recent re-
ports in Syrian media that US forces 
had transported a large quantity of 
“looted oil” from Syria to Iraq ear-
lier this month.  “We are struck by 
the blatancy and egregiousness of 
the US’s plundering of Syria… Such 
banditry is aggravating the energy 
crisis and humanitarian disaster in 
Syria,” he said, citing Syrian govern-
ment statistics purporting that “over 
80% of Syria’s daily oil output was 
smuggled out of the country by US 
occupation troops” in the first half 
of 2022. “Whether the US gives or 
takes, it plunges other countries into 
turmoil and disaster, and the US gets 
to reap the benefits for its hegemony 
and other interests,” he added. “This 
is the result of the US’s so-called 
“rules-based order.”” (Agencies)

KYIV: Eighteen people including 
Ukraine’s interior minister, other se-
nior ministry officials and three chil-
dren were killed this morning when 
a helicopter crashed near a nursery 
outside Kyiv, Ukrainian officials said. 
The helicopter came down close to the 
nursery and a residential building in 
Brovary to the northeast of the capital, 
local officials said. The regional gov-
ernor said 29 people were also hurt, 
including 15 children. The national 
police chief said that interior minister 
Denys Monastyrskyi, who was ap-
pointed under President Volodymyr 
Zelensky in 2021, was killed. His first 

deputy, Yevgeniy Yenin, and the min-
istry’s state secretary also died, he 
said. “As a result of the crash in Bro-
vary, the leadership of the ministry of 
internal affairs of Ukraine was killed. 
They were in the helicopter of the state 
emergency service,” police chief Igor 
Klymenko said. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan 
chaired the 2nd meeting of the 
Land Use and Building Control 
Council in which formal approval 
was accorded to the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Urban Policy 2030 along 
with its action plan. Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has become the first ever 
province across Pakistan having its 
own Urban Policy. The council also 
approved master plans for Mardan 
city, Wana Urban Areas (South Wa-
zirstan) and Urban areas of Miran 
Shah and Mir Ali (North Wazirstan). 
The policy has been prepared by 
the Urban Policy and Planning Unit 
and Sub-National Governance Pro-
gramme after a rigorous consulta-
tive effort spanning over 12 months. 
The policy has inputs from both lo-
cal and foreign experts as well as 
Public input obtained through mas-
sive advertisement via print, elec-
tronic and social media, webinar, 
and seminars across the province. 
The Chief Minister stressed on the 
need for effective implementation 
of the master plans and directed 
the authorities concerned to come 
up with a pragmatic implementa-
tion mechanism within the next 
three months adding that ultimate 
goal behind all this effort is to have 
a well-organized and useful land 

use and management system in 
accordance with the contemporary 
needs and requirements of the cit-
ies and Urban Centres in the prov-
ince. “Streamlining the civic facil-
ities in all sectors is the need of 
hour; we cannot afford any delay or 
negligence to this effect”, he added. 
Briefing about the major compo-
nents and principles of the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Urban Policy, it 
was told that the policy applies to 
all cities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and will be applicable to Urban 
Area Development Authorities 
and the Authorities under the KP 
Tourism Act. Policy targets will 
be reviewed after every 2 years 
till 2030, and then developed 
for 3-5 years on rolling basis.  
According to details, the policy 
encourages development of smart 
cities, having due consideration of 
social, environmental and gender 
considerations in city development. 
The city administrators will have 
the flexibility to chalk out their own 
city management plans in accor-
dance with the needs and require-
ments of their respective areas.   
Key components of urban policy 
include: Land Use and Floor Area 
Planning; Affordable Housing; Eco-
nomic & Real Estate Development; 
Municipal Services & Livability; 

Traffic & Mobility ease; Tourism in 
Cities and in the Northern Zone; In-
stitutional Capacity Building to im-
plement policy properly and Strate-
gic City Management Planning etc. 
The forum was also briefed in de-
tails about the master planning for 
cities and was told that the master 
planning of four cities, including 
Mardan, Wana, Miran Shah and 
Mir Ali, has been completed where-
as master plans of 16 other ma-
jor cities of the province will also 
be completed by March this year. 
These Master plans will make it 
easier for Planning and Develop-
ment Department to conceive, de-
sign, implement and monitor devel-
opment schemes. The master plans 
will also ensure that the guiding 
principles of the provincial govern-
ment regarding preservation of ag-
ricultural land and other green ar-
eas are not violated. These master 
plans have been prepared keeping 
in view the projected population of 
the cities by 2042 and increasing 
demand of civic facilities in near 
future. Current land uses and pop-
ulation density have been observed 
carefully and viable master plans 
have been finalized in consultation 
with all the stakeholders.

* Staff Report

Chief Minister KP Mahmood Khan approves  
first-ever Urban Policy

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 236.75 239

China Yuan 34 34.25

Japanese Yen 2.46 2.5

Saudi Riyal 66.2 66.9

U.A.E Dirham 68.4 69

UK Pound 306 309

Euro 268.25 270.5

Australian Dollar 172.5 173.75

Canadian Dollar 185.3 186.65

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
164300 

Rs. 
150607 

Rs. 
143763 

Rs. 
123225

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
140900 

Rs. 
129157 

Rs. 
123288 

Rs. 
105675

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
14090 

Rs.  
12916 

Rs.  
12329 

Rs.  
10568

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
399400 

Rs. 
366114 

Rs. 
349475 

Rs. 
299550
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Five injured in cylinder blast

Cold and cloudy weather predicted for most KP

People are relieved at dissolution of  
KP assembly: Muqam

PHC Bar Association constitute legal team to 
plead Latif Afridi’s case
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City/Tehsil Council polling on January 25

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pa-
kthunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali on 
Wednesday signed the summary to 
dissolve the provincial assembly with 
immediate effect. After the dissolu-
tion of the KP assembly, the provincial 
cabinet also stands dissolved. Earlier 
on Tuesday, Chief Minister, Mahmood 
Khan sent advice on the dissolution of 
the provincial assembly to the gover-
nor. “I, Haji Ghulam Ali, Governor 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, under 
clause (1) of Article 112 of the Con-
stitution of Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan, 1973, dissolve the provincial as-
sembly of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
with immediate effect. Henceforth, 
the provincial cabinet also stands dis-
solved,” the governor wrote in a let-
ter sent to CM Mahmood Khan and 
Leader of the Opposition of the out-

going assembly Akram Khan Durra-
ni. The letter further mentioned that 
in terms of Clause (4) of Article 224-
A of the Constitution, the incumbent 
Chief Minister, Mahmood Khan shall 
continue to hold office to perform 
the day-to-day affairs of the province 
till the appointment of the caretaker 
Chief Minister. The governor stated 
that in terms of Article 224 (1A) of the 
Constitution, to appoint the caretak-
er chief minister “by the governor in 
consultation with the chief minister 
and the leader of the opposition in the 
outgoing provincial assembly”, with-
in the stipulated period of three days 
as provided by Article 224-A(1), the 
office of the governor shall be avail-
able for consultation without any for-
mal appointment till the expiry of the 
aforesaid period. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Five people of the 
same family sustained serious inju-
ries when an LPG cylinder explod-
ed in the Dabgari Garden area here 
on Wednesday. According to Rescue 
1122, the cylinder blast occurred in 
a house near Syed Anwar Medical 

Center, critically injuring five people 
of a family. The injured including 
women and children were rushed to 
the Lady Reading Hospital. Rescue 
1122 said the condition of the two 
injured was critical, adding the blast 
also damaged the room. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Meteorolog-
ical Center Peshawar on Wednesday 
predicted cold and cloudy weather in 
most parts of the province, while se-
vere cold will remain in the upper re-
gions and hilly areas. It said that light 
rain with snowfall is also expected in 
the hills of Chitral, Lower & Upper Dir, 
Malakand, Buner, Swat, Shangla, Ko-
histan, Battagram, Torghar, Manseh-
ra, Abbottabad, Mohmand, Khyber 
and Kurram districts in the night. 
During the last 24 hours, the weather 
remained extremely cold and dry in 
most parts of the province. The max-

imum and minimum temperatures 
recorded in centigrade at different 
stations of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were as Peshawar City 20/01, Chi-
tral 07/-1, Timergara 16/-1, Dir 12/-6, 
Mirkhani 09/-3, Kalam 10/-16, Drosh 
07/-2, Saidu Sharif 16/-4, Pattan 15/07, 
Malam Jabba 05/-7, Takht Bhai 20/00, 
Kakul 12/-2, Balakot 16/02, Parachinar 
12/-6, Bannu 20/01, Cherat 09/01, D.I. 
Khan 23/03. The lowest temperatures 
recorded in the province were -16�C in 
Kalam, -08�C in Tirah valley of Khyber 
district and -07 C in Malam Jabba and 
-06�C in Parachinar. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial President 
Muslim League-N and Advisor to 
the Prime Minister, Engineer Amir 
Muqam on Wednesday while reacting 
over the dissolution of the provincial 
assembly thanked Allah Almighty “for 
helping people get rid of the incom-
petent and corrupt rulers of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.” In a media statement, 
Amir Muqam said that in the last ten 
years, the PTI government and Imran 
Niazi gave nothing to the people of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa but distress and 
desperation. Neither 350 dams were 
constructed nor the economy put on 
the path of self-sufficiency, he added. 
He said there were no resources in 
the province to pay the salaries and 
pensions of the staff. He said that the 

PTI failed to initiate any mega project 
for the welfare of the people when 
it had the government in the center 
as well as Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. He said that the excessive 
cost of the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
in Peshawar was a living example of 
the corruption of the Imran-led PTI. 
During the last ten years, the official 
helicopter of the province was used as 
a rickshaw by the PTI leadership. Im-
ran Khan caused a loss of Rs 1 billion 
to the national exchequer through the 
illegal use of the KP government’s of-
ficial helicopter. Muqam added that 
the people will dissolve those who dis-
solved the assemblies and did nothing 
for the country despite being in power 
for years. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High 
Court Bar Association has constituted 
six-member legal team to pursue mur-
der case of senior lawyer Abdul Latif 
Afridi. The legal team will be pursuing 
pleading, supervising and proceedings 
of the trail from session to apex court, 
says press release issued by Peshawar 
High Court Bar Association. The legal 

team include four Supreme Court law-
yers including Abdul Fayaz , Hussain 
Ali and Shafiq Gigyani and two High 
Court lawyer Asfandyar Khan and 
Barrister Amir ullah Chamkani. Senior 
lawyer Abdul Latif Afridi was shot dead 
at PHC Bar hall and the accused was 
arrested by police on spot on Wednes-
day. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Ghulam Ali on Wednesday 
hosted a reception for orphans and spe-
cial children at the governor house and 
arranged special activities for their en-
tertainment. Mayor Peshawar Zubair 
Ali, Commissioner Peshawar division 
and CCPO Peshawar were present on 
the occasion and spent quality time 
with the visiting children. The gover-
nor presented gifts to the children and 
assured them that the Governor House 

would always welcome them if they 
wish to visit again. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Gandhara Hindko Board 
(GHB) academy here on Wednesday 
arranged a ceremony to honour Paki-
stani expatriate Muhammad Zaheen 
whose name was inscribed on a plane 
as a token of appreciation for his ded-
icated services and punctuality while 
working in airline. On the occasion, 
General Secretary GHB, Muhammad 
Ziauddin briefed the visiting guest 
about the objectives of the board and 
efforts being made for the promotion of 
Hindko literature, language and associ-
ated culture. Expressing views in the 

ceremony, Muhammad Zaheen who 
was born in Peshawar told about his 
experiences during his employment of 
40 years at United Airlines of the Unit-
ed States. General Secretary GHB also 
announced to publish a special edition 
of the Hindko digest in honor of Mu-
hammad Zaheen. It is worth mention-
ing that the selection of Muhammad 
Zaheen has been made from among 
85,000 employees of the airline and is 
considered an honour for the whole 
Pakistani community and dwellers of 
Peshawar city. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam 
(JUI-F) central chief and PDM chair-
man Maulana Fazl ur Rehman on 
Wednesday observed that Imran Khan 
was planted in politics to weaken 
strong religious and cultural values of 
Pashtuns. Addressing a student con-
vention here organised by Jamiat Tulba 
islam KP, he alleged that Imran Niazi 
and his team spoiled culture and tradi-
tions of the country. “I can’t understand 
PTI’s vision. They (PTI) used to dance 
on the fall of the government and for-
mation of the government as well.” He 
said that Pashtun had a strong bond 
with religion which was neither liked 
by foreign forces , adding that religious 
seminaries were declared dangerous 
and seminar students were linked with 
terrorists as part of the conspiracy. He 

appreciated the poor Ulemas of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa for refusing the PTI 
government’s grant for them. Maula-
na said that soon after independence 
of Pakistan the education system was 
divided into modern and seminary 
education. Earlier, he appreciated the 
speech competition between students 
of universities and seminaries and 
termed it welcoming. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Wednes-
day notified the power suspension pro-
gramme for Peshawar, Mardan and 
Bannu. It said that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Jamrud Grid Sta-
tion on January 19, 21, 24, 26, 28 and 31 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Resultantly, con-
sumers of 11 KV Kacha Ghari, Achini 
Mera, Hayatabad New feeders will face 
inconvenience. Similarly, power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Peshawar University Grid Station on 
January 19, 21, 24, 26, 28 and 31 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. due to which consumers 
of 11 KV Achini and Abdara feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV Pe-
shawar Industrial Grid Station on 19th, 
21st, 24th, 26th, 28th and 31st January 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. As a result, con-
sumers of 11 KV New Deh Bahadar, Old 
Deh Bahadar, Dora Road, Sheikhan, 
Sarband, Shahab Khel, Scheme Chowk, 

Landi Arbab, Sheikh Muhammadi, 
Bara, Pishtakhara, Saida Abad, Nodia 
Payan feeders will face inconvenience. 
The power supply will also remain sus-
pended from 66 KV PAF Base Grid Sta-
tion on January 19, 21, 24, 26, 28 and 31 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. due to which con-
sumers of 11 KV Badabair Old, Hassan 
Khel, Badabair New, Mashogagar, Sa-
phan , Zangal feeders will face inconve-
nience. Whereas, the power supply will 
remain suspended from 66 KV Kuram 
Ghari Grid Station on January 19, 23, 26 
and 28 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. As a result, 
consumers of 11 KV Fathima Khel 1 and 
66 KV Kuram Ghari Transmission Line 
connected with 11 KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. Moreover, the power 
supply will remain suspended from 132 
KV Bannu �Kuram Garhi Transmission 
Line on 19th January from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. because of which consumers of 66 
KV Kurram Garhi and Power House No 
1 grid connected 11 KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Election Commis-
sion (ECP) has fixed January 25 as the 
date for holding city/tehsil councils in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and has asked 
the members of the councils/elector-
al colleges to elect presiding officers 
for their respective councils. Provin-
cial Election Commissioner in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Shamshad Khan said 
that an official notification has been 
issued by the Election Commission of 
Pakistan in this regard. The ECP has 
already appointed ROs for the polling, 
who have also imparted necessary ori-
entation/training on 16th January 2023 
of this month, he added. Furthermore,  
nomination Forms could be obtained 

from the offices of ROs concerned, 
which could be submitted on 25th 
January 2023 till 1:00 PM with the RO 
concerned. He also informed that scru-
tiny of the nomination papers would be 
held on the same day. About the mode 
of the election, he explained that poll-
ing would be held through open divi-
sion on 25th January 2023 from 2:00 
PM to 5:00 PM. The member of the said 
council should enter the name of the 
candidate of his choice in the register 
and the RO should declare the candi-
date who gets more votes as returned. 
The returning candidate would take 
oath from the concerned RO on the 
same day. (APP)
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The second phase of the local government elections in Sindh finally 
wrapped up after many delays thanks to the ECP’s steadfastness, 
and the results that have come in are interesting if not entirely sur-
prising, and also highlight a couple of key trends to watch out for in 
the run-up to the general elections. While allegations of rigging and 
the low turnout are concerning issues that need to be addressed 
to restore the confidence and legitimacy of local elections, it was 
good to see that there were no untoward incidents that took place. 
This election was also important because Karachi had been with-
out elected representation at the local level for nearly two and a 
half years. While party supporters were confident of this, the fact 
that the PPP emerged as the largest party in Hyderabad, and par-
ticularly Karachi, came as a surprise to some. This result will defi-
nitely bolster the party in the run-up to the general elections, at 
the same time however, the JI’s strong performance in Karachi as 
it secured the second-highest number of seats will definitely be a 
point of concern. The JI’s success is not just a testament to Hafiz 
Naeem’s impressive grassroots campaigning, but also indicative of 
how Karachi is an extremely unpredictable playing field where its 
residents continue to yearn for change and good governance. Apart 
from this, the MQM-P, which traditionally dominated electoral pol-
itics in urban Sindh, sat this one out because of what it saw as un-
just delimitations and ‘fake’ voters’ lists. One party however, which 
failed to follow through on all its tall claims is the PTI, which fur-
ther underscores the point of how the party has failed to establish 
a grassroots presence and structure in the province. However, the 
PTI along with the JI have raised questions about the transparency 
of the polls, particularly the late compilation of Karachi’s results, 
with both parties alleging that state machinery was used to rig the 
elections. These allegations should be thoroughly investigated be-
cause not doing so will only mar the local government polls and put 
a question mark on the transparency of the process. All in all, how-
ever, these results only illustrate how hard it is going to be for any 
party to secure a two-thirds majority in the next general elections 
because of how complex the political situation in the country is at 
the moment.

Sindh LG Polls

Senior Israeli figures have warned re-
cently of the possibility of a civil war, 
or what they call a “fratricidal war” 
between Jews. The catalyst for this is 
believed to be the growing strength of 
the extreme religious right-wing led by 
Itamar Ben-Gvir, Bezalel Smotrich, Avi 
Maoz and the political hard-liner from 
the Likud, Justice Minister Yariv Levin. 
These extremists are in office after 
wringing substantial concessions from 
the Likud leader, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, in return for their 
support for his coalition government. 
They hold extreme positions on issues 
of religion, the state, the army, society, 
politics, the judicial system, the identi-
ty of the state and the relationship with 
the Palestinians. Do their statements 
and positions pose a real threat of civ-
il war in Israel? Or are they nothing 
more than political posturing in the 
context of the defeat of the centre-left 
camp in Israel? Or is there something 
else behind it all? Former Chief of Staff 
and Minister of Defence Benny Gantz 
is probably the most prominent figure 
to warn of the possibility of a fratricid-
al war. He made his comments in the 
wake of the announcement of judicial 
reform by the Netanyahu government. 
Law Professor and former President 
of the Supreme Court Aharon Barak 
said that if Levin’s plan for the judicia-
ry is implemented fully, it will be “the 
beginning of the end of the third Tem-
ple”. There have also been statements 
by former Prime Minister Ehud Barak 
in Yedioth Ahronoth. Meanwhile, a 
senior figure in the Otzma Yehudit 
party headed by Ben-Gvir, Brigadier 
General Zvika Fogel, called for the ar-
rest of four opposition figures: former 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid, Gantz, Yair 

Golan and Moshe Ya’alon. Netanyahu 
responded by saying, “In a democratic 
country, we do not arrest the heads of 
the opposition, just as we do not call 
ministers Nazis and a Jewish govern-
ment the Third Reich; nor do we en-
courage civil disobedience among cit-
izens.” The current aggressive public 
discourse and debate taking place in 
Israel and the proposed fundamental 
judicial changes are the result of the 
deep practical and political changes 
that began more than two decades 
ago. The right-wing and far-right radi-
cal religious nationalists are on the rise 
in the government and the cabinet. 
However, they cannot deviate from 
the rules of the political system, which 
were established by the founding fa-
thers of the occupation state, most of 
whom were secularists from the cen-
tre-left camp, led by David Ben-Guri-
on. The right-wing sees its clear victo-
ry in the latest General Election as an 
opportunity to make profound chang-
es in these rules, taking advantage of 
the election stalemates over the past 
few years and Netanyahu’s weakness. 
Although the chances of the right-
wing bringing about important chang-
es may seem high, they may not neces-
sarily be as profound as the extremists 
want. The next few months will be crit-
ical as far as the extent of the changes 
are concerned. In the meantime, the 
understanding between Netanyahu 
and his partners may not be fully op-
erational. Nevertheless, even if they 
are partially implemented, they will be 
important. Strong statements about a 
“fratricidal war” between Jews have 
shocking connotations. They reflect 
the tension, verbal and physical ag-
gression, and unprecedented polarisa-

tion between the secularists, including 
the centre-left and part of the right and 
liberal-right, and most of the religious 
parties, including the radical religious 
Zionists. We are witnessing a peak of 
the traditional rifts and splits in Israel 
between the secular and the religious, 
and the right and the left, but it does 
not mean that there is a serious likeli-
hood of civil war, armed or otherwise. 
Saturday’s demonstration organised 
by the centre-left in Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv may be one of the most im-
portant indicators of the direction and 
development of affairs in Israel. The 
expectation that there will be no 
“fratricidal war” and the likelihood 
that the political rift will intensify 
does not diminish the importance 
of what is happening and the effect 
on society, politics and the army, not 
least because the most likely out-
come will be that some decisions 
and coalition agreements will be 
eased. In particular, this will affect 
the judicial reforms which are hos-
tile to the courts, and changes in the 
government’s relationship with the 
army and policies with an interna-
tional impact. In any case, though, 
the occupation state and its deep 
contradictions will continue to be 
eroded unless serious changes are 
made, or the forces of liberation and 
democracy in Palestine and their 
supporters around the world seize 
this opportunity to be strengthened 
and expose further the mentality of 
the occupation state and its inher-
ent racism. Doing so will deal harsh 
blows to Israel’s local, regional and 
international status.

Courtesy: Middle East Monitor

No doubt, the modern world revolves 
around higher education, as not only 
science but social science is also play-
ing a vital role in resolving issues of 
modern challenges. The government 
of Pakistan started its journey in 2002 
for the same and established various 
universities to raise the standards 
of higher education. To achieve the 
same goals, a commission (HEC) was 
established in Islamabad through an 
ordinance in 2002. Unfortunately, the 
commission started its function with-
out understanding and fully reading 
its own ordinance. The HEC divided 
the teachers by introducing a new sys-
tem the name of Tenure Track System 
(TTS) to impose and develop a trend of 
research without evaluating the exist-
ing Basic pay scale (BPS) system. The 
HEC tried its best to drag all the teach-
ers to the new system by any means 
but badly failed as HEC had copied 
the same plagiarised system from the 
Mexico university USA without fully 
reading, understanding, and matching 
with the norms for developing coun-
tries like Pakistan. The author appreci-
ates the struggles of HEC at that time 
to strive for the best. But unfortunately, 
after two decades the same structure 
has been hardly implemented for 2% 
of existing teachers and a total of 10 
percent of teachers. The HEC made 
even more than 50 notifications for 
the removal of flaws but has not been 
successful until now in improving the 
plagiarised system and eventually, 
HEC admitted that the system badly 
failed. This awareness of failure was 
highlighted by the author in 2020 with 
a widely published article of “HEC and 
one country two systems of teachers”.  
This system has not only failed by it-
self but has failed the country’s higher 
education and its commission being a 

launcher. In two decades it could even 
be successful in pay revision being an 
odd system. This failure has also dis-
turbed the existing structure of BPS 
teachers are 90 percent of their senior-
ity is bulldozed by this structure. The 
TTS system allowed for promotion by 
achieving a targeted no of publications 
and experience while the BPS teachers 
are restricted to re-reappointment and 
seat creation on the willingness of the 
vice-chancellors and selection boards 
without any time frame. This discrim-
inatory policy apart from huge differ-
ences in salaries ruined the university 
system and now has badly unbalanced 
the seniority of teachers. What shall 
be the remedy for such cruelty and 
injustice among the teachers with 
the same duties and qualifications?  
This illegal unjustified division has 
emerged various associations that 
have raised their issues in Standing 
committees and other forums and the 
commission is now unable to answer 
the questions raised on one country 
and two systems. Various teachers 
have filed writ petitions and some 
or on the roads to stage protests and 
are observing a boycott of classes. All 
these are the outcomes of the “one 
country two systems”. APUBTA, the 
All Pakistan Universities BPS Teach-
ers Association is working against 
this illegal division and discriminatory 
policies of HEC. Unfortunately, after 
accepting its blunder of the illegal di-
vision of teachers and the failure of its 
project the TTS, now HEC is striving 
for a third structure a new system, the 
university pay scale (UPS) as has been 
announced recently in a seminar by 
the Chairman HEC at the university of  
Punjab. The government should take 
notice of the same, that how HEC shall 
manage three systems at the same 

time if it has failed in two systems? 
Why does the theory of one coun-
try two systems no more exist in the 
world? How and who shall defend the 
theory of “one country three systems” 
in the future? Under what law the new 
system shall be imposed on the ex-
isting two different systems of teach-
ers? How it can be made attractive if 
even recurring funds are not managed 
timely for most of the universities?  
How a third system can be launched 
if drawbacks are not identified and 
a serious effort is not made for im-
provement in the existing system(s)? 
Why HEC is not submitting a response 
to the Standing committee or the  Pe-
shawar and Sindh high courts for 
committing blunders in violation of 
its own ordinance and discriminatory 
policies among the two systems with 
the same duties? How much delay 
HEC can make in submitting its com-
ments to these bodies? When shall the 
HEC launch its third system and under 
what law? How HEC shall sustain it-
self by committing such international 
blunders of two and three systems with 
the same duties and qualifications? 
Why HEC is not sharing the output 
and achievements of its second sys-
tem where billions are invested each 
year for two decades? The time is gone 
when the teachers were accepting all 
the illegal and odd experiments of the 
newly born baby HEC. The university 
teachers being government employees 
shall be on the roads to reject any vio-
lation of their basic rights and the HEC 
ordinance, as no one is above the law 
and the constitution of Pakistan to play 
with the careers of the teachers. 
– The writer is PhD from the Univer-
sity of Essex, UK, and working as an 
associate professor of Mathematics at 
the University of Malakand.
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Will a civil war break out in Israel?
— By Nasser Nasser 

HEC and its dream for one country with three systems of teachers
— By Dr. Imtiaz Ahmad

Public health over corporate wealth:
In an unprecedented and unex pected 
move, the federal government has de-
cided to give maximum favour to the 
tobacco industry by giving a “green sig-
nal” to start open sales and other activi-
ties related to Heated Tobacco Products 
(HTPs) in Pakistan. The cabinet is likely 
to discuss this law in its next meeting as 
all the formalities have been completed, 
discarding the suggestion of the Tobac-
co Control Cell and the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). Many anti-tobacco 

advocates claimed that this unpleasant 
step was taken by tabling such a law at a 
time when many neighboring countries 
have strictly banned such products and 
the European Commission announced 
a prohibition on flavored heated tobac-
co products from November 23, 2022, in 
its efforts to fight cancer. As per WHO 
recommendation, all forms of tobacco 
use are harmful, including HTPs as to-
bacco is inherently toxic and contains 
carcinogens even in its natural state. 
Therefore, HTPs should be subject to 

policy and regulatory measures applied 
to all other tobacco products, in line 
with the WHO Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC). To-
bacco causes 163000 precious lives an-
nually and poses a burden of 615 billion 
rupees on the health budget in Pakistan. 
It is feared that legalizing e-cigarettes 
will further aggravate the issue. Howev-
er, I would request the cabinet to decline 
the move of legalizing heated tobacco 
products (HTPs).
– Zeeshan Danish – Islamabad

Letters to the Editor

COURAGE is the ability to confront 
fear, pain, danger, uncertainty, or in-
timidation despite the potential con-
sequences. It is the mental and emo-
tional strength to do what is right, even 
when it is difficult or dangerous. It can 
take many forms, such as physical 
courage, moral courage and emotional 
courage. The importance of courage 
lies in its ability to help individuals 
and groups overcome obstacles and 
achieve goals. It allows people to stand 
up for what they believe in, defend oth-
ers and make difficult decisions. Cour-
age also enables individuals to take 
risks and learn from their mistakes, 
which can lead to personal growth and 
self-discovery. In addition, courage 
can inspire others and create positive 
change in the world. The concept of 
courage has been present in human 
societies for thousands of years and its 
origins can be traced back to ancient 
cultures and civilizations. In ancient 
Greece, the concept of courage was 
embodied by the Greek god Ares, the 
god of war and was considered one 
of the most important virtues of the 
warrior class. The Greek philosopher 
Aristotle also wrote about courage in 
his work “Nicomachean Ethics,” in 
which he defined courage as the mean 
between the extremes of cowardice 
and recklessness. In ancient China, 
the concept of courage was linked to 
the virtue of bravery, one of the core 
values of Confucianism. The Chinese 
philosopher Confucius wrote that a 
brave person is one who is not afraid 
to die for what is right and that cour-
age is the foundation of all other vir-
tues. In many societies, courage was 
and still is seen as a necessary quali-
ty for leaders and warriors, as well as 
for anyone who wants to stand up for 
what is right. Many religious and spir-
itual traditions also emphasize the im-
portance of courage, as it is often seen 
as a way to overcome fear and doubt 

and to connect with a higher power. 
Kinds of courage: There are several 
different types of courage, which can 
be defined based on the specific con-
text or situation in which they are used 
and which largely include: (a). Physi-
cal courage: Physical courage refers to 
the ability to confront physical danger, 
such as risking injury or death in battle 
or during a rescue operation. (b). Mor-
al courage: Moral courage refers to 
the ability to stand up for one’s beliefs 
and principles, even in the face of op-
position or backlash. It often involves 
taking a stand against injustice or 
wrongdoing. (c). Emotional courage: 
Emotional courage refers to the ability 
to confront and manage difficult emo-
tions, such as fear, anger, or sadness. 
It can also involve being vulnerable 
and open with others. (d). Intellectual 
courage: Intellectual courage refers to 
the ability to question one’s own be-
liefs, consider alternative perspectives 
and make decisions based on evidence 
and reason, despite the potential for 
criticism or rejection. (e). Social cour-
age: Social courage refers to the ability 
to navigate social interactions, such 
as standing up for oneself or others, 
speaking up in a group setting, or ad-
dressing difficult issues. (f). Creative 
courage: Creative courage refers to the 
ability to take risks and try new things 
in the pursuit of creative endeavours, 
such as writing, painting, or music. (g). 
Spiritual courage: Spiritual courage 
refers to the ability to confront one’s 
own spiritual doubts, fears and strug-
gles and to embrace one’s spiritual be-
liefs and practices. (h).Psychological 
courage: Psychological courage refers 
to the ability to confront and overcome 
one’s own mental and emotional bar-
riers, such as negative self-talk and to 
take actions that align with one’s val-
ues and goals. 

Courtesy; Pakistan Observer

Significance of courage in daily life: Larger perspective
— By Dr Rajkumar Singh, Bihar
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ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
University(AIOU) has offered admis-
sions in various academic programs 
in the first phase of the spring semes-
ter 2023 for Overseas Pakistani as 
well as other international students. 
The Programs offered in this phase 
include Matric, F.A, I.Com, Matric, 
and Intermediate open courses (6 
months). Apart from Overseas Pa-
kistanis, residents of other countries 
can also enroll in these programs to 

increase their educational qualifica-
tions. According to officials, AIOU 
is the only university in the coun-
try providing educational opportu-
nities for Pakistanis living all over 
the world. The university is offering 
more than 30 educational programs 
for international students from the 
semester autumn 2021 by using the 
latest online technologies. It is perti-
nent to mention here that these pro-
grams for international students are 

offered under the online manage-
ment system. All teaching activities 
from admissions to examinations will 
be online. Overseas Pakistanis can 
download the prospectus and form 
from http://online.aiou.edu.pk. For 
more details about these programs, 
students can contact International 
Collaboration and Exchange Office 
at +92519057165, +92519250175 
or email at overseas@aiou.edu.pk. 
(Agencies)

Motorway Police to issue daily journey  
planner for traveler’s assistance

Farmers hold protest against  ‘Indian water 
terrorism’ call for incentives

CSC receives average 32,000 per month calls: PTA

DISCOs fined Rs 483.5 mln for fatal  
incident in FY-2021-22

Bid to smuggle 100 wheat flour bags foiled

ANF recovers over 188 kg drugs in five  
operations; arrests seven

Police arrest eight kite sellers with 1045 kites

Pakistan ready to showcase tourism potential 
in New York

KP gets over Rs29.7 bln gas royalty,  
GDS in three years

Admin conducts 20,646 raids against  
hoarders, profiteers

ANF seize over 1151 kg drugs,  
arrest 28 drug pushers

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
way and Motorway Police (NHMP) 
has announced a new initiative to 
assist travelers on travels by pro-
viding journey planners on a daily 
basis that would help drivers to nav-
igate the motorway more efficiently. 
Talking to APP here on Wednesday, 
the spokesperson of NHMP said that 
the initiative of journey planners 
has been initiated at the direction 
of Inspector General NHMP, Khalid 
Mahmood. He said that the planners 
would include information such 
as traffic updates, road closures, 
weather updates, and accident re-
ports, along with any planned con-
struction or maintenance that may 
affect travel times. The Motorway 
Police hopes that this new service 
will help to reduce travel times 
and improve safety on the roads by 
keeping drivers informed of any po-

tential hazards or delays, the official 
said adding that the planners would 
be available online through the web-
site and social media handlers. The 
journey planner has been met with 
widespread praise and the NHMP 
continues to receive positive feed-
back and is committed to providing 
useful information to its users. Trav-
elers noted that the journey planners 
have helped them to in reducing 
travel times and improve safety on 
the roads. Talking to APP a passen-
ger at motorway M1 Adnan Jameel 
said that the planner has helped 
him to plan the journey better and 
avoid any unwanted surprises on 
the road. He said that the initiative 
of issuing daily travel planners is 
being seen as a valuable tool for 
travelers and is making a significant 
impact on the traveling experience. 
(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Pakistan Kis-
san Ittehad on Wednesday staged 
a demonstration against India for 
blocking water flowing into the 
Chenab river as a sheer violation 
of the Indus Water Treaty. Pro-
testers named the water blockage 
‘water terrorism’ and against the 
international peace agreement that 
was signed with India in the 60s. 
Talking to the media, Provincial 
Coordinator of Pakistan Kissan It-
tehad said that the neighbouring 
country stopped water flowing into 
the Chenab River because of the 
construction of Baglihar Dam on 
the said River in the Doda district of 
Jammu & Kashmir. As a result, the 

Chenab River was drying up and the 
water came to its lowest level that 
had not been witnessed before. He 
said the situation reached to such 
an extent that canals across Punjab 
had dried up because of the block-
ade of water flow into the Chen-
ab river. He said growers didn’t 
have water for irrigation, which 
resulted in cultivating their crops 
by tube wells run on costly diesel. 
The protesters called for provid-
ing farmers’ subsidies along with 
substantiative incentives to make 
both ends meet and raising the is-
sue at the global forum to unveil 
the brutal face of India to the world. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority’s Consumer 
Support Center (CSC) established 
for efficient registration and man-
agement of consumer complaints 
related to telecom services is re-
ceiving an average of 32,000 calls 
per month or 1,100 calls per day. 
According to an annual report of 
the PTA, the authority launched its 
Consumer Support Center (CSC; 
Toll-Free Number 0800-55055) in 
February 2022 for efficient registra-
tion of consumer complaints related 
to telecom services (CMOs), ISPs, 

FLL, WLL, Device Identification, 
Registration, and Blocking System 
(DIRBS), web content (blasphemy, 
pornography, mobile handset block-
ing and unblocking. The facility is 
testimony to PTA’s commitment to 
providing innovative international 
quality services to address consum-
er needs. The toll-free number is 
active and operational around the 
year, without a break, from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. PTA will continue to work 
on the enhancement of CSC in the 
year ahead for seamless facilitation 
of telecom consumers. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: All power distribu-
tion companies (DISCOs) were 
fined Rs 483.5 million by the power 
regulator for fatal incidents that oc-
curred during the fiscal year 2021-
22. Official sources told APP here 
Wednesday that 11 per cent more 
fatal incidents were reported in FY-
2021-22 as compared to FY-2020-21. 
DISCOs were unable to implement 
the standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) regarding safety measures 
due to which 196 fatal accidents oc-
curred during FY 2021-22 against 
189 fatal accidents recorded during 

FY 2020-21, they said. National 
Electric Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA) not only imposed fine on 
DISCOs but also directed to com-
pensate the families of the deceased 
on account of fatal accidents that 
occurred due to their negligence 
and non-compliance to the relevant 
standards. It is pertinent to mention 
here that NEPRA, in order to fa-
cilitate the DISCOs, has published 
the safety booklet for the field staff 
which is a big step towards saving 
the life of the valuable resource of 
the DISCOs. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Department 
Rawalpindi and district police in an 
operation here on Wednesday foiled a 
bid to smuggle wheat flour and seized 
100 bags. According to a district ad-
ministration spokesman, the authori-
ties of the food department along with 
Taxila police conducted a raid and 

rounded up a driver namely Toqeer 
on recovery of 100 wheat flour bags. 
He said the Food Department Rawal-
pindi and district police on the direc-
tives of the authorities concerned were 
strictly monitoring all the exit points of 
Rawalpindi district to foil wheat and 
flour smuggling bids. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) Pakistan, while con-
ducting five counter-narcotics oper-
ations, seized over 188 kg narcotics 
and arrested seven accused, said an 
ANF Headquarters spokesman here 
on Wednesday. He informed that the 
ANF recovered 186 kg charras from 
secret cavities of a truck intercept-
ed near Gadap Town Karachi, being 
smuggled from Balochistan and ar-
rested two drug smugglers residents 
of Pashin. In another raid, the ANF 
recovered 201 charras-filled capsules 
from the possession of two accused 
residents of Hangu netted near Is-
lamabad Motorway Toll Plaza. The 
capsules were going to be smuggled 
abroad. In third operation at Bacha 

Khan International Airport Pesha-
war, the ANF and ASF recovered over 
one kg charras from trolley bag of a 
Doha-bound passenger, resident of 
Bannu, going on flight no QR-601. 
In fourth operation at Karachi Inter-
national Airport, the ANF and ASF 
seized 930 grams heroin and rounded 
up a Madina-bound passenger, resi-
dent of Hangu going on flight no WY-
324. The spokesman informed that in 
fifth operation, the ANF recovered 20 
intoxicated tablets from the posses-
sion of an accused, resident of Jhelum 
arrested near Rawalpindi Scheme-III. 
The spokesman said that separate 
cases have been registered against 
the accused while further investiga-
tions are under process. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police on the directives of City Police 
Officer, Rawalpindi Syed Shehzad 
Nadeem Bukhari is making efforts 
to control kite flying and managed 
to net eight kite sellers on recovery 
of 1045 kites and 19 kite flying string 
rolls, said a police spokesman here 
on Wednesday. He informed, Gung-
mandi, Waris Khan, Airport, Taxila, 
Wah Cantt, Gujar Khan and Dhami-
al police conducted raids in their 
respective jurisdiction and arrested 

Hamza, Zubair, Numan Saeed, Irfan, 
Jamal, Waqas, Abdullah and Bilal 
and recovered 1045 kites and 19 kite 
flying string rolls from their posses-
sion. Divisional Superintendents of 
Police directed the police teams to 
accelerate operations against kite 
sellers and flyers. Senior Superin-
tendent of Police, Operations Rawal-
pindi said that strict action in accor-
dance with the law would be taken 
against the rules violators and they 
would be sent behind the bars. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: All plans have been fi-
nalized to showcase the country’s un-
tapped and under-explored mesmeriz-
ing tourism potential at the travel and 
adventure show scheduled to be held 
from January 28 to 29 in New York. 
The official sources told APP that Pa-
kistan Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (PTDC) along with six provincial 
and regional tourism departments, 20 
private tour operators, and hospitality 
companies will organize the two-day 

show to highlight the country’s rich 
tourism potential offshore. He said the 
Pakistani delegation would participate 
in some other sideline meetings to pro-
mote and project the tourism industry 
potential of Pakistan at the internation-
al level. He said there are over 6,000 
glaciers in the north of the country with 
vast pastures and meadows nurturing 
unique ecosystems and habitats un-
known to the world about which we 
should inform the world. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal govern-
ment has paid more than Rs 29.7 
billion to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province on account of natural gas 
royalty and the Gas Development 
Surcharge (GDS) during the last 
three years. “Around Rs 24,178.42 
million royalty on natural gas and Rs 
5,573.65 million Gas Development 
Surcharge (GDS) on natural gas 
have been paid to the KP province 
during a three-year period,” accord-
ing to an official document available 
with APP. As per the break-up, the 
government paid Rs8,821.53 mil-
lion royalty and Rs Rs 68.22 GDS to 
the province during the fiscal year 

2019-20, while Rs7,682. 86 million 
royalty and Rs2,697.03 million GDS 
in 2020-21. Similarly, during the fis-
cal year 2021-22, the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province got Rs7,674.03 
million and Rs 2,808.40 million 
GDS. Meanwhile, a senior official 
privy to petroleum sector develop-
ments explained that the gas royalty 
was given to provinces as per the 
fixed price of each and every well 
head under different policies. Over-
all, he said, the royalty and GDS 
were paid under a certain formula 
but the well-head price of every well 
varied from each other due to some 
technical reasons. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The administration 
on the directives of Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Division Saqib Manan 
conducted 20,646 raids across the 
division against hoarders and profi-
teers and imposed fines amounting 
to over Rs 3 million during last week. 
According to a Commissioner’s 
Office spokesperson, the Commis-
sioner had instructed the authori-
ties concerned to take strict action 
in accordance with the law against 
hoarders and profiteers on daily ba-
sis. She informed that 22 FIRs were 
also lodged while 186 profiteers and 
hoarders were sent behind the bars 
during the period. Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Rawalpindi Shoaib Ali 
had also ordered the authorities con-
cerned including Assistant Commis-

sioners (ACs) of Rawalpindi district 
to take strict action against profi-
teers. The ACs were also visiting 
Flour Mills and checking the wheat 
stocks and records. Revenue field 
staff and price magistrates were de-
puted to supervise wheat grinding 
as per quota and delivery of wheat 
bags to market as per ratio, she said 
adding, the ACs were also carrying 
out price checking activity in differ-
ent areas and fines were being im-
posed on profiteers, hoarders and 
the shopkeepers not displaying the 
price lists. She said that Rawalpindi 
District Food Department had set up 
74 wheat flour sale points in different 
areas of the district to facilitate the 
citizens and ensure regular supply of 
the flour on subsidized rates. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) seized 1151.015 kg of drugs, 
13.32 kg of suspected substance, 400 kg 
Betel Nut and 38 kg ‘Ratan Pan Masala’ 
worth US$ 38.020 million internation-
ally, arrested 28 drug pushers including 
two women and two Afghan Nation-
als, impounded nine vehicles while 
conducting 39 counter-narcotics oper-
ations throughout the country during 
last week. According to ANF spokes-
man, the seized drugs comprised 
9.317 kg Heroin, 975.995 kg Hashish, 
117.122 kg Methamphetamine (Ice), 
23.600 kg Opium, 6.232 kg Amphet-
amine, 0.354 kg Marijuana/Weed, 0.530 
kg Ketamine, 10 Ecstasy Tabs, 8000 
Rochi-2 Tabs, 16.5 kg socked Ice, 13.2 
kg suspected substance, 400 kg Betel 
Nut and 38 kg ‘Ratan Pan Masala’. In 

Balochistan, ANF recovered 835.99 kg 
of drugs in three operations and ar-
rested two afghan nationals involved 
in drug smuggling. The seized drugs 
comprised 700 kg Hashish, 115.5 kg 
Methamphetamine (Ice), 20 kg Opium 
and 0.490 kg Heroin. In Punjab ANF, 
recovered 38.675 kg of drugs in six 
operations and arrested two persons 
including a female involved in drug 
smuggling and impounded two vehi-
cles. The seized drugs comprised 0. 
295 kg Heroin, 37.5 kg Hashish, 0.300 
kg Methamphetamine (Ice), 0.530 kg 
Ketamine and 0.050 kg Marijuana. In 
KPK, the force recovered 115.444 Kg 
of Drugs in 11 operations and arrested 
seven persons involved in drug smug-
gling and impounded two vehicles. 
(APP)

Four terrorists killed  
in Hoshab IBO

PDWP approves three 
development schemes

Dacoit gang busted

Railways Multan retrieves 
19.43 acres land

RAWALPINDI: The security forc-
es on Wednesday killed four ter-
rorists after a heavy fire exchange 
during an Intelligence Based Oper-
ation (IBO) being initiated to clear 
a hideout of terrorists, linked with 
firing incidents on Security Forc-
es and civilians besides planting of 
Improvised Explosive Devices on 
M-8, in general area Talsar, Hoshab. 
According to the Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), as a result 
of continuous Intelligence, Surveil-
lance and Reconnaissance (ISR) of 
the area, a location of the terrorists 
was identified and security forces 
were given task to take action. As 
the security forces’ establishment of 
blocking positions to cut the escape 
routes was underway, four terrorists 
opened fire on them. During ensu-
ing heavy exchange of fire, all four 
terrorists were killed, while a cache 
of arms and ammunition includ-
ing Improvised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs) was also recovered.(APP)

LAHORE: The Punjab Provincial 
Development Working Party ap-
proved three development schemes 
of Public Building Sector with an 
estimated cost of Rs. 8.810 billion. 
These schemes were approved in 
the 41st meeting of Provincial De-
velopment Working Party (PDWP) 
of current fiscal year 2022-23 pre-
sided over the Chairman Planning 
& Development board Dr. Wasif 
Khurshid here on Wednesday. The 
approved development schemes in-
cluded Construction of Court Com-
plex at Depalpur, District Okara at 
the cost of Rs. 1,778.141 million, 
Construction of Judicial Complex 
(Court Block) at District Headquar-
ter Muzaffargarh at the cost of Rs. 
2,322.882 milloin and Establish-
ment of District Complex, Talagang 
at the cost of Rs. 4,709.950 million. 
Provincial Secretary P&D Board Dr. 
Muhammad Sohail Anwar Chaud-
hary, all Members of the Planning & 
Development Board, Provincial Sec-
retaries of concerned departments, 
and other senior representatives of 
the relevant Provincial Departments 
also attended the meeting. (APP)

KASUR: Khadian police arrested 
four members of a dacoit gang and 
recovered cash,weapons and mobile 
phones from their possession. Po-
lice said here on Thursday that the 
team conducted raid and arrested 
four outlaws of Ahmed Faraz aka 
Ahmedi gang,besides recovering 
cash Rs 150,000 ,two electric mo-
tors, and two mobile phones from 
them. The accused confessed to 
have committed more than dozen 
robberies in and around Khadian 
area,said police. Further investiga-
tion was underway.(APP)

MULTAN: Pakistan Railways (PR) 
Multan division has claimed to re-
trieve about 19.43 acres of land 
worth Rs. 435.28 million in the past 
two years after a successful opera-
tion. According to official data avail-
able with APP here on Wednesday, 
about 69.45 acres worth Rs. 752.21 
and 24.47 acres worth Rs. 282. 11 
was reclaimed in 2020-21 and 2021-
22 respectively from commercial, 
residential and agricultural areas. 
As per cumulative statistics provid-
ed through the document, a total of 
11.20 acres of land worth Rs. 18.89 
got retrieved in the form of agricul-
ture.  (APP)

AIOU offers academic programs for int’l students
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Rs. 99.42m utilized under Science Talent Farming  
Scheme during 2021-22

ISLAMABAD: An amount of Rs. 
99.42 million was utilized for the 
monetary benefits and the addition-
al interventions designed for the 
students under the Science Talent 
Farming Scheme (STFS) Phase-I of 
Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) 
during the year 2021-22. According 
to an official source, the main objec-
tive behind the STFS, conceived by 
PSF, was to support and groom the 
talented but less privileged science 
students from government schools, 
in their studies and groom them to 
become productive scientists. The 
scheme was also aimed at grooming 
and supporting the selected students 
by progressively exposing them to 

advancements in science and math-
ematics through inquiry-based learn-
ing approach and arrange training 
sessions for students on Inquiry 
Based Science education (IBSE). The 
scheme also focused on promotion or 
popularization of Science and Tech-
nology through different platforms 
including but not limited to social, 
print and digital media for teenag-
ers, young adults and specifically, 
the out of school children. Besides, a 
database or tracking system was also 
established of all the beneficiary stu-
dents of the project. Under the STFS, 
as many as 500 students are selected 
each year through evaluation by a 
specialized testing agency e.g. NTS, 

CTS etc. Scientific aptitude test is 
conducted in three phases including 
Specialized written or screening test, 
Paper Based IQ Test 60 and Presen-
tation on innovative ideas/Interview 
The scholarships of Rs. 15,000 per 
month is given to each successful stu-
dent for 05 years while for the disable 
students, the scholarship amount 
is Rs. 18,000/- per month. The pro-
gramme also provide tuition fee of 
Rs.10,000 per year for each student. 
Under the STFS, research projects 
are developed by each student every 
year, under the supervision of a uni-
versity teacher or researcher while 
science graduates also provide guid-
ance to these students. (Agencies)

ECP restores membership of  
36 more Parliamentarians

MWMC launches cleanliness drive  
in residential areas

City zone police arrests 363 accused,  
recovers valuables worth Rs 99.1m

PEMRA raids cable operators for relaying 
illegal Indian channels

Fresh orange juice trends for health benefits

Minister directs for timely provision  
of census data to ECP

HEC offers free courses for faculty,  
students with Coursera

Gov’t To Digitally Empower Youth: Ahsan

Pakistan railways arrested 3,189 accused 
over violations

Around 47,441 students passed out  
of under SRCLs since inception

ISLAMABAD: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on 
Wednesday restored the member-
ship of 36 more parliamentarians 
and allowed them to function as 
members of the Senate, National 
Assembly and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assembly on filing their mandatory 
statements of assets and liabilities 
to the commission. According to an 
ECP official, the parliamentarians, 
who were suspended over non-sub-
mission of their asset details, had 
now filed their statements of assets 
and liabilities and fulfilled the legal 
requirement in conformance with 
the relevant election laws. In total, 
the membership of eight Senators, 
25 members of the National Assem-
bly (MNAs) and three members of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly 
have been restored following their 
submission of statements of assets 
and liabilities to the commission. 
The membership of eight Sena-
tors, including Zarqa Suharwardy 
Taimur, Syed Waqar Mehdi, Jam 
Mahtab Hussain Dahar,Taj Haider, 

Shaukat Fayyaz Ahmed Tarin, Hi-
dayatullah Khan, Dost Muhammad 
Khan and Molana Abdul Ghafoor 
Haideri has been restored. While 
25 National Assembly members in-
cluding Saleem Rehman, Saleh Mu-
hammad, Ahsan Iqbal Chaudhary, 
Nisar Ahmad Cheema, Zulfiqar Ah-
mad, Azhar Qayyum Nahra, Mohsin 
Shahnawaz Ranjha, Muhammad 
Shahbaz Babar, Ahmad Hussain, 
Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju, Chaud-
hary Tariq Bashir Cheema, Makh-
doom Syed Sami-ul-Hassan Gillani, 
Mahar Irshad Irshad Ahmad Khan, 
Abid Hussain Bhayo, Nauman is-
lam Shaikh, Syed Ghulam Mustafa 
Shah, Mir Munawar Ali Talpur, Syed 
Naveed Qamar, Muhammad Israr 
Tareen, Shakila Khalid Chaudhry, 
Ayesha Rajab Ali, Samina Matloob, 
Asiya Azeem, Dr Seemin Abdul Reh-
man Bokhari and Kesoo Mal Khee-
al Das, the membership of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhaw Assembly including 
Fazal Hakeem Khan Yousafzai, 
Fazal Maula and Mufti Ubaid-ur-
Rahman was also restored. (APP)

MULTAN: Multan Waste Manage-
ment Company (MWMC) has started 
cleanliness campaign in residential 
areas here on Wednesday. The scrap-
ing of roads in Naqshband colony 
and Mahmoodabad has been started 
and sand and soil are being removed 
from the roads. Heavy machinery in-
cluding front blade tractors, tractor 
trolleys and loader rickshaws were 
used for lifting of waste. Apart from 

this, a cleanliness operation was also 
carried out in inner city area Bohar 
gate, Alung and Shah Yusuf Gardez 
and removed garbage and debris 
from the streets. The MWMC’s “Dust 
Free Multan” campaign was also un-
derway and Metro route from Daulat 
Gate to Chungi No. 14 was thorough-
ly washed and all the dirt, dust and 
mud from the highway was washed 
away. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad city zone 
police arrested 363 outlaws during 
last three months and recovered loot-
ed items worth of Rs 99.1 million in-
cluding gold ornaments, vehicles and 
motorbikes from their possessions. 
Following the directions of Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Islamabad 
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, special tasks 
were assigned to the zonal DPO’s 
and police teams to arrest those in-
volved in heinous crime and recover 
the looted items. City Zone police 
teams conducted massive crack-
down against the criminal elements 
and succeeded in apprehending 363 
outlaws including 65 members of 26 
criminal gangs during the last three 
months. Police teams recovered nine 

vehicles, 12 motorbikes, 59. 430 kilo-
gram hashish, 22.696 kilogram her-
oin, 258 gram ice, 310 liters liquor, 
374 wine bottles, 46 pistols, six rifles 
and two Kalashnikovs with ammu-
nition from their possession. During 
the crackdown against professional 
beggars, police teams arrested 1190 
beggars and their handlers. IGP Is-
lamabad said that it is the prime re-
sponsibility of police to provide relief 
to the citizens and every possible 
effort would be made to ensure it 
adding that eagle squad and falcons 
are playing its effective role in crime 
prevention. He has also appealed to 
the citizens to call Pukar-15 about 
any suspicious activity and cooper-
ate with police. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Electronic 
Media Regulatory Authority’s Re-
gional Office Multan staff has raid-
ed two cable operators, Khangarh 
Cable Network in Khangarh and 
Zee Cable Network in Muzaffargarh 
which were relaying Indian channels 
and content illegally. The enforce-
ment drive has been initiated on the 
orders of Chairman PEMRA and 
surprise inspections were conduct-
ed in Muzaffargarh and surround-
ing areas. The two cable networks 
were indulged in violating PEMRA 
directives as well as orders of the 

Supreme Court of Pakistan, said a 
press release issued here on Wednes-
day. During the raid, the PEMRA en-
forcement team impounded all the 
equipment being used in said ille-
gal activity. PEMRA has once again 
warned all cable tv operators to stop 
relaying any Indian channel or con-
tent that was otherwise prohibited 
or illegal. Cable TV networks would 
only be permitted to air PEMRA li-
censed TV channels, and any oper-
ator found flouting its orders would 
be dealt sternly in accordance with 
PEMRA laws. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The trend of drinking 
fresh orange juice is becoming all 
the rage, with more people choosing 
it as a healthier alternative to sugary 
drinks and artificial juice blends. Or-
ange juice has always been a popular 
choice for a refreshing drink and the 
twin cities have recently seen a re-
surgence in its popularity due to its 
numerous health benefits. Numer-
ous carts and kiosks have popped up 
around the twin cities at different cor-
ners and shopping centres offering 
a fresh blend of different varieties of 
citrusy local oranges. Many people 
are seen rushing to these stalls to 
build up nutrition before the orange 
season ends. Talking to APP, Dieti-
cian and Nutritionist, Dr Nosheen 
Abbas said that one of the main rea-
sons behind the growing popularity 
of fresh orange juice was “its vitamin 
C content”. Vitamin C was an essen-
tial nutrient that helps boost the im-
mune system, fights off infections, 
and promotes healthy skin, she add-

ed. Dr Nosheen highlighted orange 
juice was also a good source of other 
vitamins and minerals such as folate, 
potassium, and thiamin. However, 
she said that the consumers of orange 
juice take the pulp, leaving the fiber 
behind and that would not be a good 
choice for people who are conscious 
about their weight and blood sugar 
levels. A stall owner in Islamabad, 
Muhammad Ameen told APP that 
‘Musammi’ was the most preferred 
variety of citrus fruit, which usually 
comes from Punjab while its other 
variants from Ghazi and Khanpur of 
KPK are the most sought delights. 
However, their production is not suf-
ficient to cater to the entire season 
and population needs. Aqsa Mushtaq, 
a consumer at a local juice stall, said 
that orange juice was becoming pop-
ular due to its natural and delicious 
way to hydrate. She said, unlike sug-
ary drinks, orange juice doesn’t have 
artificial flavors making it a great 
choice for people. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special Initiatives 
Ahsan Iqbal Wednesday directed 
the authorities of Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics (PBS) to strictly follow 
the timelies for provision of data to 
Election Commission of Pakistan for 
conduct of General Election 2023 
on time. The minister also empha-
sized the authenticity of the census 
process which is a huge national ex-
ercise. He said there should be no 
compromise on timelines. “Census 
should be transparent and will be 
successful with the joint efforts of 
all organizations involved.” He was 
chairing the fifth meeting of Census 
Monitoring Committee held here on 

Tuesday at National Census Coordi-
nation Centre (N3C). Census Moni-
toring Committee was constituted 
in pursuance of decision taken in 
49th meeting of Council of Common 
Interest (CCI) last year to oversee/
monitor Census activities to ensure 
expeditious, transparent and cred-
ible census conduct. The main pur-
pose of the meeting was to update 
all stakeholders about progress and 
ongoing activities of 7th Population 
& Housing Census, take decisions on 
methodology of Census in the snow 
bound areas, and decide to take de-
cisions on issue of on overlapping 
of national events with census time-
lines.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC) HEC is 
offering a free-of-cost facility for 
students and faculty members of 
all the public and private sector 
universities to learn without limits 
with Coursera. According to offi-
cial sources, limited slots are left 
for 6000+ courses for profession-
al certificates, specializations, and 
learning tracks from 200+ global 
institutions. The registration dead-
line for this opportunity is January 
20, 2023. For details, the students 
are advised to visit: http://dlsei.hec.
gov.pk Registration link: https://
eservices.hec.gov.pk. The sources 
further informed that Digital Learn-
ing and Skills Enrichment Initiative 
(DLSEI) is an HEC initiative that 

intends to provide an opportunity 
to students and faculty members 
of Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) to secure Certifications from 
world-renowned universities, which 
will enhance their learning capabili-
ties and skills for professional devel-
opment. A verified certificate from 
a world-renowned online platform 
can serve as proof for an employer 
that someone is abreast with cut-
ting-edge tools and skills needed for 
a competitive career. Innovation and 
technologies are influential ways to 
change the skills workers need in 
today’s economy. It’s perceived that 
up to 85M jobs are to be required by 
2025 and governments are facing a 
significant talent gap to support dig-
ital transformation efforts.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Ini-
tiatives Ahsan Iqbal Wednesday said 
that keeping in view the extra ordi-
nary talent and qualities in the youth 
of the country, the government was 
going to digitally empower them 
by providing 100,000 laptops in 
the first phase. Addressing as chief 
guest at the Artificial Intelligence 
Summit here at the National Incu-
bation Center (NIC), the minister 
said the students who do not fall un-

der the laptop scheme due to merit 
would also be able to get laptops on 
easy installments through commer-
cial banks. The minister added that 
the PML-N government in its previ-
ous tenure built the digital National 
Centers of excellence in automation 
and robotics in EMI college and 
with every center, 10-12 engineering 
universities’ laboratories including 
UET Lahore, UET Peshawar, NED 
University Karachi were attached. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways Po-
lice claimed to have arrested a total 
of 3,189 accused due to their involve-
ment in violations of rules and laws 
and also registered some 3,111 cases 
against them in eight Railways divi-
sions during the year of 2022. “Around 
534 cases were registered in Peshawar 
Division, 502 in Rawalpindi, 994 in La-
hore, 122 in Mughalpura workshops, 
373 in Multan, 186 in Sukkur, 340 in 
Karachi and 60 in Quetta Division,” of-
ficial sources in the Ministry told APP. 
They said the Railways Police Help 
Desks had established at all the major 

railway stations across the country and 
the performance of Railways Police is 
quite satisfactory during the year 2022. 
The Railways Police has handed over 
177 missing boys and 57 girls to their 
heirs and 242 boys, 134 girls and 22 
women who ran away from home to 
their parents/siblings and the welfare 
organizations, they added. The sourc-
es said the lost luggage worth of about 
Rs10.76 million of 2,081 passengers 
were handed over to them. Besides, 
8,979 passengers were also provided 
with other facilities like first aid, wheel-
chairs and stretchers. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A total of 47,441 stu-
dents have been passed out so far un-
der the Schools for Rehabilitation of 
Child Labor (SRCLs) initiative of the 
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM), since the 
inception of this project. According 
to an official source, SRCLs is a PBM 
initiative to pull out children from la-
bor and to impart them education, in 
line with the United Nations and other 
International Labor Organization Con-

ventions. At present, 18,488 children 
are enrolled in these schools. So far, 
159 Schools for the Rehabilitation of 
Child Labours are functional all over 
the country including 46 in Region-
al Office-Lahore, 20 in Regional Of-
fice-Multan, 37 in Sindh, 24 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 14 in Balochistan, 13 
in Islamabad Capital Territory/Azad 
Jammu Kashmir and five in Gilg-
it-Baltistan. (APP)

Old enmity claims  
life of man

Three dacoits nabbed

IRSA releases 26,500 
cusecs water

Crackdown:30 underage 
drivers arrested

186kg hashish seized 
from truck in Karachi

SARGODHA: A man was gunned 
down by his rivals over old enmi-
ty here in Tarkhanwala area on 
Wednesday. Police said that Sanaul-
lah (48) r/o Tarkhanwala had an old 
enmity with Muhammad Hayat on 
domestic issues. On the day of in-
cident, Hayat along with his three 
armed accomplices barged into 
Sanaullah house and killed him on 
the spot. Police reached the spot,-
shifted the victim to hospital for 
medico-legal formalities. Further 
investigation was under way.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Millat town police ar-
rested three alleged dacoits and re-
covered looted valuables from their 
possession. The patrolling team 
arrested three accused -Makash, 
Saim and Ham from Chandian Ta-
lawan and recovered weapons,-
cash,snatched cell phones and a mo-
torcycle from them,said police here 
on Wednesday. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Wednesday re-
leased 26,500 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 43,400 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1498.76 feet and was 100.76 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow in the dam was 
recorded as 16,300 cusecs while the 
outflow was 8,000 cusecs. The wa-
ter level in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1123.95 feet, which was 
73.95 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water were recorded as 8,700 cu-
secs and 100 cusecs respectively. 
The release of water at Kalabagh, 
Taunsa, Guddu and Sukkur was re-
corded as 11,800, 18,200, 4,000 and 
4,100 cusecs respectively. Similarly, 
from River Kabul, a total of 11,500 
cusecs of water was released at 
Nowshera and 6,900 cusecs were re-
leased from River Chenab at Mara-
la. (APP)

SARGODHA: District Police Officer 
Sargodha, (DPO),Muhammad Tariq 
Aziz on Wednesday said the during 
the ongoing crackdown against un-
derage drivers,30 drivers were ar-
rested during the last four days. He 
said traffic system in the city would 
be improved. Talking to APP here, 
he said the campaign was launched 
to ensure safety of young drivers, 
besides avoiding traffic jams. He 
said no leniency would be meted out 
to any violator. (APP)

KARACHI: The Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) has recovered a huge 
quantity of drugs from a truck near 
Gadap Town of Karachi, a private 
tv channel reported on Wednesday. 
According to ANF officials, the sei-
zure included 186kg hashish that 
was being smuggled to Karachi 
from Balochistan. The drug was re-
covered from secret compartments 
in the cabin behind the driver’s seat. 
The accused was booked under the 
Anti-Narcotics Act. (APP)
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 Russia’s trade with key ally hits historic high 

Apple delays AR glasses, plans cheaper mixed-reality headset

Foreign buying of China stocks in 3 weeks exceeds 2022 total

Indonesia to break ground in new capital’s housing project

Offshore gas deposit discovered in Egypt

Microsoft to cut thousands of jobs across divisions

Staff shortages dent Hong Kong air hub reboot hopes

MOSCOW: The volume of trade be-
tween Russia and Belarus reached a re-
cord $50 billion in 2022, the Belarusian 
embassy in Moscow said on Tuesday. 
The announcement was made on the 
embassy’s Telegram channel follow-
ing a meeting between Deputy Prime 
Minister of Belarus Petr Parkhomchik 
and Russian Minister of Industry and 
Trade Denis Manturov. The meeting 
was attended by Minsk’s envoy in Rus-
sia, Dmitry Krutoy. During the meeting 
the sides discussed the development of 

promising import-substitution invest-
ment projects for the production of ci-
vilian and military products, as well as 
matters concerning deepening cooper-
ation in the military-technical sphere. 

“Issues on the production and sale of 
tractor equipment and combine har-
vesters in the market of [the Russia-Be-
larus entity called] the Union State 
were considered. Particular attention 
was paid to the interaction of business 
entities in the light and chemical indus-
tries, specific areas for increasing trade 
turnover were outlined,” the embassy 
reported. It added that consensus was 
reached on signing an intergovernmen-
tal agreement on a “single industrial 
policy as soon as possible.” (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Apple Inc is still planning 
to unveil its first mixed-reality headset 
this year, but an even more important 
follow-up product lightweight aug-
mented-reality glasses has been post-
poned due to technical challenges. 
The company had originally hoped to 
release the AR glasses after the debut 
of its mixed-reality headset, which 
combines both AR and virtual reality, 
but that part of the plan is now on hold. 
Instead, Apple will follow up with a 
lower-cost version of the mixed-reality 

headset as soon as 2024 or early 2025, 
according to people familiar with the 
deliberations. The shifting plans un-
derscore the challenges Apple faces in 
pushing into a new industry. The com-
pany is betting that AR and VR devic-
es could be a major moneymaker, but 

the technical challenges of producing a 
consumer-friendly product have bedev-
illed much of the tech world. Apple’s 
initial dream of offering a lightweight 
pair of AR glasses that people could 
wear all day now appears many years 
away if it happens at all. VR headsets 
a market currently dominated by Face-
book owner Meta Platforms Inc offer a 
more immersive experience, with peo-
ple typically using them to play video 
games, communicate in virtual meeting 
rooms and watch videos. (Agencies)

SHANGHAI: In less than three weeks 
of 2023, foreign buying of Chinese 
stocks has exceeded last year’s total 
as investors bet on the country’s rap-
id recovery after Covid-19 lockdowns 
were lifted. Overseas funds snapped 
up big-cap blue chips from consum-
er staples to financial firms at record 
pace for fear of missing out on gains 
and lagging behind their peers. They 
purchased a net 91.2 billion yuan 
(US$13.45 billion) of China stocks 
via the Stock Connect scheme so far 
in 2023, compared with a total 90 bil-
lion they bought in 2022. The amount 
invested during the 11-day buying 
streak was also the biggest monthly 
inflow on record. The inflows follow 

China’s relaxation of its zero-Covid 
strategy in December, a policy that 
sapped consumption and production. 
Until Jan 17 this year, foreign inves-
tors had bought a net 7.2 billion yuan 
(US$1.06 billion) of battery giant 
Contemporary Amperex Technology 
Co Ltd – the stock that drew the larg-
est net inflow, according to Reuters 
calculations of exchange data. They 
also purchased a net 7.1 billion yuan 

of Ping An Insurance Group and a net 
6.4 billion yuan of liquor producer 
Kweichow Moutai Co, respectively. 
“Buying those index-heavyweights 
shows foreign investors’ confidence 
in China’s economic recovery this 
year,” said Daisy Li, fund manager at 
EFG Asset Management. Linus Yip, 
chief strategist at First Shanghai Se-
curities said foreign funds tend to in-
vest in large-cap Chinese companies, 
which are relatively stable and attrac-
tively valued. The fast appreciation 
in China’s currency has also lured 
foreign money into Chinese assets, 
EFG’s Li added. China’s yuan had 
gained roughly 2% against the green-
back so far this year. (Agencies)

JAKARTA: Indonesia expects to be-
gin construction in the second quarter 
on apartments worth US$2.7 billion 
for thousands of civil servants due to 
move to its new capital city on Borneo 
island, an official said late on Tuesday. 
The country announced in 2019 a plan 
to move its capital city from Jakarta to 
a forested area in Indonesian Borneo, 
a project estimated to cost US$32 bil-
lion. The new capital will be named 
Nusantara. Authorities have already 
started building basic infrastructure in 
the area, with an aim to start relocat-

ing some government administration 
and civil servants in 2024. Bambang 
Susantono, head of the Nusantara Na-
tional Capital Authority, said his office 
was in negotiations with three private 
developers for the housing project: 
a consortium of China’s CCFG Corp 

and a firm Risjadson Brunsfield Nu-
santara (CCFG-RBN), South Korean 
firm Korea Land and Housing Corp 
and local developer PT Summarecon 
Agung. They will build 184 apartment 
towers for about 14,500 civil servants, 
military and police personnel under 
a public-private partnership, he said. 
CCFG-RBN is expected to handle the 
biggest share of the housing project, 
worth US$2.1 billion, according to a 
presentation made by Bambang on the 
sidelines of the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos, Switzerland. (Agencies)

CAIRO: Italian energy major Eni has 
announced the discovery of a new off-
shore gas deposit in Egypt at the Nar-
gis-1 exploration well, which is located 
in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea’s 
Nargis offshore area concession, the 
company said on Sunday. The Nargis-1 
well is part of Egypt’s 1,800-square-ki-
lometer Nargis offshore area conces-
sion operated by the US oil and gas 
giant Chevron. Both companies own 
a 45% stake in the exploration project, 
while a 10% stake belongs to Egypt’s 

Tharwa Petroleum Company SAE. 
The volume of reserves in the well are 
being evaluated, Egypt’s state-owned 
EGAS said, adding that it would work 
with Chevron and the other partners 
to start production as soon as possible. 
Eni has been present in Egypt since 

1954, where it operates through the 
subsidiary IEOC. The company is cur-
rently the country’s leading supplier, 
with hydrocarbon production reaching 
approximately 350,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent per day. The new discovery 
at the Nargis-1 “can be developed le-
veraging the proximity to Eni’s existing 
facilities,” the group said in a state-
ment. The state-controlled company is 
looking for new gas sources as it aims 
to completely replace imports from 
Russia by 2025. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Microsoft Corp (MSFT.O) 
plans to cut thousands of jobs with 
some roles expected to be eliminated in 
human resources and engineering di-
visions, according to media reports on 
Tuesday. The expected layoffs would 
be the latest in the U.S. technology sec-
tor, where companies including Ama-
zon.com Inc (AMZN.O) and Meta Plat-
forms Inc (META.O) have announced 

retrenchment exercises in response 
to slowing demand and a worsening 

global economic outlook. “From a big 
picture perspective, another pending 
round of layoffs at Microsoft suggests 
the environment is not improving, and 
likely continues to worsen,” Morn-
ingstar analyst Dan Romanoff said. 
U.K broadcaster Sky News reported, 
citing sources, that Microsoft plans to 
cut about 5% of its workforce, or about 
11,000 roles. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Regional airlines are 
struggling to ramp up flights to Hong 
Kong because of staff shortages at 
the airport, slowing the city’s plan 
to recapture its travel hub status, in-
dustry insiders have told AFP. Hong 
Kong, which calls itself Asia’s World 
City, once had one of the globe’s bus-
iest – and best-connected – airports. 
That evaporated during the coronavi-
rus pandemic as authorities imposed 
more than two years of travel curbs 
and quarantine rules. The business 
hub has begun reopening with leader 
John Lee proclaiming in November 
that “Hong Kong is back”. But around 

20 regional Asian airlines have been 
unable to restart or increase ser-
vices to the city despite months of 
negotiations with ground handling 
services, five airline executives told 
AFP, asking not to be named. The 
executives complained that ground 
handling companies were upping 

fees by 30% to 100% and prioritising 
parent companies or mostly Chinese 
airlines that they have close, or di-
rect, business ties to. Some warned 
it was becoming difficult to convince 
their headquarters to keep a pres-
ence in Hong Kong. “What an irony 
to say ‘Hong Kong is back’,” one of 
those interviewed told AFP. “How 
can Hong Kong continue to be ‘Asia’s 
World City’ if everyone other than 
the few big companies can never 
come back?” In 2019, Hong Kong had 
46,000 support staff handling nearly 
420,000 flights and more than 71 mil-
lion passengers. (Agencies)

 Food prices in Austria skyrocket

Nissan, Renault make major progress with 
patent compromise

Thailand’s tuk-tuk apps spare tourists hassle of haggling

IMF warns of rising risks to global economy

Oil pushes higher on bets China’s demand  
set to strengthen

VIENNA: Food prices in Austria 
have continued to soar, rising on 
average by 15.7% last month, the 
national statistics office reported on 
Monday. According to the agency, 
food and non-alcoholic beverages 
jumped in December by 16.1% com-
pared to the same month a year ago. 
Price pressure increased particu-
larly for milk, cheese and eggs, up 
by 24% in annual terms. Meat was 
also significantly more expensive 
in December, with its price grow-
ing 18.1% year-on-year. Bread and 
cereals increased by 16.1% and 
vegetables by 14.9%. Consumers 
had to pay 28.6% more for oils and 
fats (including for butter, up 33.2%). 
Fruit prices also rose, by 4.4%, data 
showed. The consumption index in 
Austria in December amounted to 
116.1 percentage points (the count is 
being compared with the base data 
from 2020). In general, consumer 
prices in Austria rose by an average 
of 8.6% last year, more than three 

times the inflation rate in 2021 and 
the highest annual increase since 
1975, Statistics Austria said. “In De-
cember 2022, inflation continued to 
slow down at a high level of 10.2%, 
after 10.6% in November. Both the 
electricity price brake and the sharp 
drop in fuel price pressure contrib-
uted to the decline. In the case of 
food and gastronomy, however, the 
upward trend in prices was still un-
broken at the end of the year,” said 
Statistics Austria Director-General 
Tobias Thomas. According to Statis-
tics Austria, gas prices in the coun-
try surged by 80.8% year-on-year in 
2022. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Negotiations to reshape the 
alliance between Nissan Motor and 
Renault are set to move ahead under a 
proposal by the French automaker on 
intellectual property, a major sticking 
point in their monthslong impasse. The 
potential compromise would restrict 
the use of joint intellectual property in 
cutting-edge fields, such as electric ve-
hicles and self-driving technology, by 
Renault’s new EV unit, Nikkei learned 
on Tuesday. Nissan executives includ-
ing CEO Makoto Uchida outlined Re-
nault’s proposal to outside directors on 
Monday. Renault also would consider 
paying to use certain joint IP, which 

now can in principle be used freely by 
both sides. Any use of joint IP by Re-
nault’s new unit would need to ensure 
it does not put the Japanese automaker 
at a disadvantage. Outside directors re-
sponded positively to the proposal and 
said the two sides were making prog-
ress toward creating a framework for 
handling joint IP. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Ride-hailing apps are 
making Thailand’s ubiquitous three-
wheeled tuk-tuk taxis more accessible 
to foreign tourists by eliminating the 
need for cumbersome price negotia-
tions with drivers. Urban Mobility Tech, 
which launched its MuvMi ride-hailing 
service four years ago, offers larger 
electric tuk-tuks that can carry up to 
six people, compared with three or 
four passengers for regular-sized ones. 
MuvMi has served 3.5 million riders. 
Tuk-tuks, which resemble motorised 

rickshaws, offer better manoeuvrabil-
ity than cars on congested streets and 
are the go-to option to avoid travelling 
on foot in Thailand’s year-round heat. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: The deepening cost-of-
living crisis, high levels of debt, and 
geopolitical tensions across the world 
could cost the global economy up to 
7% of GDP, the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) has warned. Accord-
ing to its report issued on Sunday, the 
rising trade restrictions could result in 
what it calls “geoeconomic fragmen-
tation.” The longer-term cost of trade 
fragmentation varies from 0.2% of 
global output to almost 7%, which is 
roughly the combined annual output 
of Germany and Japan, the IMF said. 
“If technological decoupling is added 
to the mix, some countries could see 
losses of up to 12% of GDP,” it noted. 
Yet, according to the analysis, the full 
impact would likely be even bigger. 
The report highlighted that, in addition 
to trade restrictions and barriers to the 
spread of technology, fragmentation 
could be felt through restrictions on 

cross-border migration, reduced capi-
tal flows, and a sharp decline in inter-
national cooperation “that would leave 
us unable to address the challenges 
of a more shock-prone world.” The 
impacts of fragmentation will differ, 
according to the IMF, explaining that 
lower-income consumers in advanced 
economies would lose access to cheap-
er imported goods. “Small, open-mar-
ket economies would be hard-hit. 
Most of Asia would suffer due to its 
heavy reliance on open trade,” the re-
port warned. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Oil headed for the 
highest close since early December on 
optimism that Chinese demand will 
recover rapidly following the aban-
donment of Covid Zero, and ahead 
of the International Energy Agency’s 
latest outlook. West Texas Intermedi-
ate climbed toward US$81 a barrel, 
building on a modest gain on Tuesday 
and last week’s jump of more than 
8%. Opec secretary general Haitham 
Al-Ghais said he’s “cautiously opti-
mistic” about the global economy after 
the cartel forecast a balanced crude 
market this quarter. The IEA, which 
advises major economies, issues its 
monthly analysis later on Wednesday. 
It may reflect China’s swift reopening 
as well as the expected impact of sanc-
tions on Russian flows in response to 
the war in Ukraine. Crude has navigat-
ed a rocky start to the year, sinking in 
the opening week on global slowdown 

concerns, before rebounding strongly. 
Aside from China’s pivot, oil has found 
support from a weaker dollar and ex-
pectations the Federal Reserve is com-
ing to the end of an aggressive run of 
interest-rate hikes. China’s economic 
recovery is “boosting confidence that 
we could see a strong recovery in Chi-
nese oil demand this year”, said War-
ren Patterson, head of commodities 
strategy at ING Groep NV. “The mar-
ket will likely be keeping an eye on 
any potential demand revisions in to-
day’s IEA monthly report.” (Agencies)
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SYDNEY: Pakistan Women’s Crick-
et Team suffered another loss in the 
ODI series against Australian women 
on Wednesday, as the hosts chased 
the 126 runs target without loss of 
any wicket. This time Pakistan Wom-
en Team’s captain Bismah Maroof 
won the toss and elected to bat first. 
But it did not go according to the 
plan. Darcie Brown struck early once 
again and dismissed Sidra Ameen 
for two runs. Skipper Bismah scored 

21 runs off 48 deliveries but Anna-
bel Sutherland dismissed her LBW 
in her first over. Nida Dar, who was 
top scorer for Pakistan in the first 

match as well, scored 24 runs before 
she unfortunately got run out on the 
non-striker’s end. Spinner Alana 
King bowled Pakistan’s last two bat-
ters Kainat Imtiaz and Sadiq Iqbal as 
Pakistan got bowled out for just 125. 
19-year-old Australian opener Phoe-
be Litchfield scored second consecu-
tive half-century of just 46 deliveries. 
Beth Mooney remained not out on 57 
whereas Litchfield once again scored 
the winning runs. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Chris Eubank Jr’s last 
amateur bout was more than a decade 
ago. At the Haringey Box Cup in Alex-
andra Palace, with spectators swirling 
round four boxing rings all in action at 
the same time, eyes turned to Eubank 
when he processed through the venue. 
There was no entrance music, none of 
the lights, sound and cameras he will 
get in the Manchester Arena when he 
fights Liam Smith in a top-level pro-

fessional prizefight. Yet despite the 
headguard and vest, he was recognis-
ably himself. He did not need a roaring 
crowd all around him. Even for those 

amateur bouts, reminiscent of his fa-
mous father, he still vaulted over the top 
rope to make his entrance into the ring. 
The self-belief was unmistakeable. Sit-
ting back in a side room at Alexandra 
Palace, where he had been shooting a 
promo for Saturday’s massive pay-
per-view event, Eubank can smile. “It’s 
amazing to be back here in the place I 
won my last amateur fight and see how 
far things have really come,” (Agencies)

Riyadh: A new $3.7 billion fund to de-
velop culture, tourism, entertainment 
and sports sectors across Saudi Ara-
bia was announced on Tuesday. The 
Events Investment Fund will conceptu-
alise, finance and oversee development 
of more than 35 venues by 2030. An-
nounced by Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Mohammed bin Salman, 
the fund also aims to create strategic 
partnerships to boost local industry, 
increase foreign investment and con-
tribute to Vision 2030’s aim of a vibrant 
society. The aim of the fund is to posi-
tion the Kingdom as the global hub in 
these sectors, to provide world-class 
sustainable infrastructure for the de-

livery of an ambitious national events 
calendar and to create sustainable 
financial returns to support the King-
dom’s economic diversification efforts. 
The fund’s assets include indoor are-
nas, art galleries, theatres and confer-
ence centres, horse-racing tracks, auto 
racing tracks and other event facilities 
across the Kingdom, with the aim of 
delivering its first asset by 2023. The 

Events Investment Fund is committed 
to attracting foreign investment and 
maintaining financial standards aimed 
at strengthening its investment portfo-
lio and achieving sustainable growth in 
both returns and assets. EIF is also con-
tributing to Vision 2030 with respect to 
diversifying the economy and increas-
ing its share of non-oil GDP, as well 
as supporting the contribution of the 
tourism sector to annual GDP, from its 
current rate of 3 per cent to more than 
10 per cent by 2030. Additionally, EIF 
will support the transformation of the 
Kingdom into a global tourist destina-
tion, attracting more than 100 million 
visitors by 2030. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: A criminal case against 
two former 21st Century Fox execu-
tives and a sports marketing compa-
ny accused of bribing South Ameri-
can soccer officials to obtain lucrative 
broadcasting rights will reveal “a cul-
ture of corruption,” a prosecutor told 
a jury in a Brooklyn Federal Court on 
Tuesday. The former Fox executives, 
Hernan Lopez and Carlos Martinez, 
and Buenos Aires-based Full Play 
Group SA have pleaded not guilty to 
crimes including wire fraud and money 
laundering conspiracy. The charges are 
part of a long-running corruption probe 
surrounding Fifa, the world governing 
body for soccer. “This case is about 

the corruption of international soccer,” 
prosecutor Victor Zapana told jurors in 
opening statements, saying the alleged 
scheme funneled money that could 
have gone towards building stadiums 
and developing youth and women’s 
leagues into the pockets of corrupt 
officials. Zapana said the next sever-
al weeks of trial would show how the 

defendants joined a “culture of corrup-
tion” and aimed to cover their tracks us-
ing secret ledgers and coded messages. 
An attorney for Full Play Group said the 
allegedly illicit payments were “expect-
ed, asked for and even demanded” by 
South American soccer officials. The 
“institutionalized” nature of the pay-
ments meant Full Play never intended 
to defraud anyone, lawyer Mayling 
Blanco said. An attorney for Lopez told 
jurors his client was not aware of the 
bribes and immediately reported them 
to Fox upon learning of them. “The ev-
idence will show he had no reason to 
get involved in this crime,” lawyer John 
Gleeson said. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Two former Fox execu-
tives went on trial Tuesday, accused 
of bribing South American soccer of-
ficials for TV rights to one of the con-
tinent’s biggest annual tournaments 
and using information gathered in 
the process to help the network’s 
winning World Cup broadcast bid. 
It’s the latest case to go to court in the 
sprawling FIFA corruption scandal. 
Hernan Lopez and Carlos Martinez 
are charged with paying bribes and 
kickbacks to South American Foot-

ball Confederation officials to broad-
cast the Copa Libertadores, an annual 
club tournament akin to the Cham-

pions League in Europe, through a 
partnership with Torneos y Compe-
tencias, an Argentine production and 
marketing company. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Victor Zapana told jurors in 
an opening statement that the alleged 
bribes — totaling millions of dollars 
— fueled a system of secret, no-bid, 
below-market contracts and “allowed 
disloyal soccer executives to live a life 
of luxury, to buy Chanel, to buy Her-
mes,” referencing two popular luxury 
brands. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: You won’t have to shout to 
make yourself heard over the next 24 
hours – in fact most people will be des-
perate to hear your words of wisdom. 
Don’t exaggerate what you tell them 
though. They want to hear the truth, 
not a comforting fairy story.
– TAURUS: If you move fast today you 
could make a success of something 
that looked to be heading nowhere. 
Yes, you may be tempted to take the 
kind of risk you usually go out of your 
way to avoid but on this occasion it’s 
the right thing to do.
– GEMINI: Do what makes you happy 
today, not what you think will make 
other people happy. It’s good of you to 
put the interests of family and friends 
ahead of your own but the planets indi-
cate this is one of those times when it’s 
sensible to be selfish.
– CANCER: You may find it hard to 
understand what’s going on around 
you over the next 24 hours but don’t 
worry about it. Sometimes ignorance 
is indeed bliss and if you avoid getting 
involved in other people’s battles you 
could be the last man standing.
– LEO: The more others make negative 
comments about what you are trying 
to do the more convinced you should 
be that you are on the right track. The 
only reason they are being so critical is 
because they fear you will show them 

up – and you will!
– VIRGO: You may be tempted to 
take things easy today but a powerful 
Sun-Pluto link urges you to actually 
speed things up. Push your body and 
your mind a bit harder than usual and 
don’t be surprised when some truly 
amazing things start to happen.
– LIBRA: As the Sun moves into the 
most dynamic area of your chart on 
Friday it might be a smart move to 
break off from your labors today. It 
won’t be long before the pace of life 
picks up so much that you find it hard 
to catch your breath.
– SCORPIO: You’ve pulled your punch-
es a bit of late, especially when dealing 
with people who have been taking lib-
erties, but Pluto, your ruler, is so strong 
today that you can no longer let them 
off the hook. It doesn’t have to be a 
right hook though! 
– SAGITTARIUS: You will need to be 
on your toes where money matters and 
business issues are concerned over the 
next 24 hours. Don’t worry too much 
if something of value goes out of your 
life, because something even more 
valuable will rush in to fill the gap.
– CAPRICORN: You have enjoyed 
yourself a lot in recent weeks but may 
feel guilty because not everyone has 
shared in your good fortune. However, 
life moves in cycles and a new phase 
is about to begin, one in which friends 
and loved ones get a bigger share of 
the pie.
– ACQUARIUS: The cosmic outlook 
is about to change in your favor but 
there is one last challenge you need to 
face before you are free to follow your 
own ambitions. Someone in a position 
of power will confront you today. Let 
them know you are no longer taking 
orders.
– PISCES: If you don’t feel like making 
an effort today then don’t push your-
self. Focus on activities that come nat-
urally to you and avoid activities that 
need to be worked at. Life doesn’t have 
to be a constant struggle, so lighten up 
and have some fun.
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Major sports event bans Russian flag after Ukrainian complaints

Injured champion Nadal crashes out of Australian Open

MELBOURNE: Organizers at the Aus-
tralian Open have said they will no 
longer allow fans to display Russian 
and Belarusian flags at the tourna-
ment, following a complaint from the 
Ukrainian ambassador to the coun-
try regarding an “incident” on Mon-
day. “Flags from Russia and Belarus 
are banned onsite at the Australian 
Open,” read a statement from Tennis 
Australia on Tuesday. “Our initial pol-
icy was that fans could bring them in 
but could not use them to cause dis-

ruption. Yesterday we had an incident 
where a flag was placed courtside.” A 
Russian flag was seen in the stands on 
the outer courts at Melbourne Park 
during the first-round match between 
Ukraine’s Kateryna Baindl and Rus-

sia’s Kamilla Rakhimova on Monday. 
The scene triggered anger from some 
Ukrainian observers, including wom-
en’s player Marta Kostyuk – who has 
already stated that she will continue 
her policy of not shaking hands with 
Russian and Belarusian players at the 
tournament. Kostyuk shared an im-
age on Twitter of the Russian tricol-
or at the match between Baindl and 
Rakhimova, writing “no words…” fol-
lowed by a series of ‘exploding head’ 
emojis. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE, Jan 18 (Reuters) - De-
fending champion Rafa Nadal crashed 
out of the Australian Open second 
round on Wednesday after aggravat-
ing a hip problem during his 6-4 6-4 
7-5 defeat to Mackenzie McDonald, 
the Spaniard’s latest entry in an in-
jury-blighted history at Melbourne 
Park. Nadal’s elimination shakes up 
the men’s draw and puts a twist in 
the Grand Slam titles race, with nine-
times champion Novak Djokovic able 
to draw level with the Spaniard’s 22 

major championships should he take a 
10th crown at Melbourne Park. Nadal 
tweaked his left hip while running for 
a backhand in the second set at Rod 
Laver Arena, and after inspection from 

a trainer when trailing 6-4 5-3, he went 
off-court for a medical time-out. He re-
turned grim-faced to play out the match 
but his movement was clearly affected, 
particularly on his backhand side, pav-
ing the way for McDonald to end the 
Spaniard’s bid for a third title at Mel-
bourne Park. Nadal said the hip had 
bothered him for a couple of days but 
nowhere near to the extent of Wednes-
day’s match. “I don’t know what’s go-
ing on, if it’s muscle, if it’s (the) joint,” 
he told reporters. (Agencies)

‘No fault or negligence,’ so why is Kamila Valieva’s  
doping scandal set to rumble on?

NBA roundup: Nuggets best Blazers on  
Nikola Jokic’s triple-double

Saudi businessman wins US$2.6mil bid for 
Ronaldo-Messi ticket

BEIJING: Eleven months after the 
doping scandal involving teenage 
Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva 
rocked the Beijing Winter Olympics, 
there were significant developments 
this week when the World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (WADA) announced that 
it had been informed of the outcome 
of a tribunal into the case. But rath-
er than mark the end of the saga, 
the statement from WADA on Friday 
merely indicates that the story is set 
to drag on. For the 16-year-old Valie-

va, her legions of fans and numerous 
other stakeholders, it may be some 
time before there is closure in one of 
the biggest Olympic stories in recent 
memory. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Nikola Jokic had 36 
points, 12 rebounds and 10 assists for 
his NBA-leading 13th triple-double of 
the season as the host Denver Nuggets 
beat the Portland Trail Blazers 122-113 
on Tuesday for their seventh consecu-
tive win. Michael Porter Jr. scored 23 
points, Jamal Murray contributed 17, 
Bruce Brown had 12 and Aaron Gor-
don added 11 points and a season-high 
eight assists for the Nuggets, who have 
won 14 straight home games. Dami-
an Lillard scored 44 points -- the third 
time in four games he put up 40 or 
more -- for the Trail Blazers, who have 
lost eight straight road games. Jerami 
Grant had 18 points, Anfernee Simons 
added 14 and Shaedon Sharpe finished 

with 13 for Portland, which had won its 
previous two contests. Denver played 
the game without head coach Michael 
Malone after he was placed in health 
and safety protocol on Tuesday morn-
ing. Assistant David Adelman served as 
the acting head coach. Malone is likely 
to miss the Nuggets’ Wednesday home 
game against the Minnesota Timber-
wolves, too. (Agencies)

RIYADH: A Saudi real estate mo-
gul won a ticket to see Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi face off 
in a friendly after bidding US$2.6 
million at auction, an official said 
Tuesday. The match on Thursday in 
Riyadh is set to pit Messi’s Paris St 
Germain against a select side made 
up of players from Ronaldo’s new 
club Al Nassr and their Saudi rivals 
Al Hilal. It will mark the first time 
Ronaldo has played any football in 
the kingdom since signing a con-
tract with Al Nassr that runs until 
2025 and is worth more than €200 
million (US$214 million), according 
to sources close to the club. The five-
time Ballon d’Or winner is scheduled 
to make his Saudi Pro League debut 

for Al Nassr on Sunday. To promote 
Thursday’s friendly, Turki al-Sheikh, 
an advisor at the Royal Court and 
head of Saudi Arabia’s General En-
tertainment Authority, announced a 
charity auction for a special ticket 
that would come with perks like pho-
to opportunities with players and ac-
cess to the locker rooms. (Agencies)

Australian Women beat Pakistan Women team by 10 wickets to go 2-0 up

Chris Eubank Jr on his past, the experiences that shaped him and being 
‘born with that fire to fight’

Saudi Arabia sets up $3.7 billion fund to develop culture, tourism, sports sectors

Former Fox execs in Brooklyn court as FIFA corruption case kicks off

Ex-Fox execs go on trial in soccer TV rights bribery case
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SYDNEY: Australia has announced it 
will ditch its fleet of European-designed 
Taipan military helicopters a decade 
earlier than scheduled, replacing them 
with 40 Black Hawk choppers from the 
United States at an estimated cost of 2.8 
billion Australian dollars ($1.97bn). US 
manufacturer Lockheed Martin Corp’s 
UH-60M Black Hawks will replace 
Australia’s fleet of MRH-90 Taipan 
helicopters, which have been plagued 
for years by costly maintenance issues, 
Defence Minister Richard Marles said 
on Wednesday. “We’ve just not got the 
flying hours out of the Taipan that we 
would need,” Marles told ABC News. 
“We’re confident that we can get that 
from the Black Hawks. It’s a platform 
we’re familiar with.” The French gov-
ernment has a significant stake in Air-

bus – the European aerospace compa-
ny that manufactures the Taipans – and 
Paris had been urging Australia to keep 
its 40-strong fleet. Marles said he had 
spoken with his French counterpart 
several times and was confident the US 
helicopter deal “won’t interrupt” the 
renewed relationship with France. In a 
statement, Airbus said it “acknowledg-
es” the decision and that Australia re-
mained a key market for the company. 
(Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israeli occupation 
forces detained the director of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque on Tuesday as 
he entered the Noble Sanctuary. 
Sheikh Omar Al-Kiswani was then 
searched, Wafa has reported. Last 
week, the Israeli occupation forces 
delayed the British Minister for the 
Middle East, Lord Tariq Ahmed, for 
more than half an hour while he was 
visiting Al-Aqsa. Lord Ahmed, who 
is a Muslim, was subjected to a pro-

longed security check at the Lions 
Gate, which is known in Arabic as 
Bab Al-Asbat. (Agencies)

After Central Asians were walloped by 
winter last week, many may find it hard 
to worry about too little snow. But that 
is a problem facing the region’s farm-
ers and dam builders of the near future. 
Snow is an essential ingredient in the 
delicate annual cycle shaping seasonal 
river flows and thus food and electricity 
production. While warming winters and 
shrinking glaciers have been obvious, 
and easy to measure, in Central Asia for 
decades, new data paint a fuller picture 
of what the future holds for these frozen 
reservoirs in the mountains. They are not 
only melting due to higher temperatures. 
Glaciers today are also being starved of 
replenishing snowfall each winter. In-

stead, precipitation is increasingly falling 
as rain, which further speeds melting as 
it flows across the ice and down into the 
valleys. By the year 2100 the snowfall sea-
son in the Tian Shan mountains could be 
two months shorter, down from around 
five months today, modeling by Chinese 
scholars shows. The Tian Shan range 
stretches from Uzbekistan, covering 
most of Kyrgyzstan, and into Kazakhstan 
and China, where it is the main source of 
fresh water in Xinjiang province. Led by 
Xuemei Li of Lanzhou Jiaotong Universi-
ty, the researchers looked at temperature 
and precipitation data from 26 weather 
stations on the Chinese side of the Tian 
Shan between 1961 and 2020. (Agencies)

BEIJING: The Chinese People’s Liber-
ation Army (PLA) Air Force recently 
expelled foreign aircraft threatening 
China’s territorial airspace with J-20 
fighter jets, giving full play to the air-
craft’s stealth capability. Experts said 
on Tuesday that PLA forces are well-
equipped and well-trained in dealing 
with all sorts of threats. As the first 
combat unit of the PLA Air Force that is 
fully equipped with J-20 fighter jets, the 
Wang Hai Air Group under a brigade 
of the PLA Eastern Theater Command 

carried out missions that safeguard 
China’s national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, including combat alert 
patrols in the East China Sea and the 
Taiwan Straits, China Central Televi-
sion (CCTV) reported. (Agencies)
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Qantas plane lands safely after mayday call over Pacific
SYDNEY: A Qantas flight traveling 
from New Zealand to Sydney land-
ed safely after it issued a mayday call 
following an engine problem over the 
Pacific Ocean on Wednesday. Qantas 
Flight 144 landed at Sydney Airport 
from Auckland, New Zealand, after a 
3.5-hour flight between the neighbor-
ing nations’ most populous cities. The 
Boeing 737 experienced an issue with 
one of its two engines about an hour 
from Sydney, Qantas told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. in a statement. 

The mayday, which is issued when a 
flight is in grave and imminent danger 
and needs immediate assistance, was 
downgraded to a PAN-PAN — possi-
ble assistance needed — before the 
flight landed. Passengers told reporters 

in Sydney that they were told when 
they left the plane that an engine had 
failed. They described their experience 
of the engine malfunction as a “slight 
shudder” and “bumpy-like turbulence.” 
Sydney Airport said in a statement that 
emergency crews were put on standby 
as a precaution, including firefighters, 
ambulances and police. Neil Hanford, 
chairman of Strategic Aviation Solu-
tions, a Sydney-based industry consul-
tancy, said 737s can fly quickly and land 
safely on a single engine. (Agencies)

Taiwan to allow wom-
en into military reserve 
force training as China 

fears grow

Fraud trial begins over Elon 
Musk’s 2018 Tesla tweet

Jordan summons Israel Am-
bassador after Envoy blocked 

from Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israel deports Italian activist arrested  
in West Bank raid

Jailed drug kingpin El Chapo sends ‘SOS’  
to Mexico president

US to build military industrial base in Morocco

HONG KONG: Taiwan’s military on 
Tuesday rolled out plans to allow wom-
en to volunteer for reserve force train-
ing for the first time, as China contin-
ues to ramp up military pressure on 
the democratic self-ruled island. The 
Taiwanese Defense Ministry said it will 
allow 220 discharged female soldiers to 
enroll in the training starting from the 
second quarter of this year. Maj. Gen. 
Yu Wen-cheng, from the ministry’s All-
Out Defense Mobilization Agency, said 
the move would be on a trial basis for 
this year. Taiwan’s Defense Ministry 
has previously said it only trained male 
reservists because it did not have suf-
ficient capacity to accommodate both 
sexes. Taiwanese lawmakers had said 
excluding women from reserve train-
ing amounted to gender discrimina-
tion. In December, Taiwan announced 
that it will extend the period of man-
datory military conscription for all eli-
gible men from four months to a year 
starting from 2024, and the require-
ment will apply to men born after 2005. 
Taiwan has a military force of about 
170,000 personnel, made up mostly of 
volunteers, while also training about 
120,000 reservists annually, according 
to the CIA World Factbook. (Agencies)

SAN FRANCISCO: Trial began Tues-
day over whether Elon Musk commit-
ted fraud with a 2018 tweet saying he 
was poised to take Tesla private. The 
choosing of jurors who will judge the 
evidence started in a San Francisco 
federal courtroom, where Tesla chief 
Musk was expected to be among those 
called to testify. The case dates back to 
August 2018 when Musk tweeted that 
he had sufficient funding to take Tesla 
private, causing a whirlwind in the com-
pany’s share price. Musk was sued by 
shareholders for allegedly costing them 
billions of dollars with the post that said 
funding was “secured” to buy out the 
company’s shareholders.  (Agencies)

AMMAN: Jordan summoned the Israe-
li Ambassador on Tuesday to protest 
police obstruction of the Kingdom’s 
Envoy during his visit to Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in Occupied East Jerusalem, 
Anadolu News Agency reports. In a 
statement, the Jordanian Foreign Min-
istry said the Israeli Envoy was handed 
“a strongly-worded letter of protest to 
be delivered immediately to his govern-
ment.” The letter included a reminder 
that the Jordan-run Jerusalem Waqf 
Department is the exclusive authority 
supervising holy sites in Jerusalem, in-
cluding Al-Aqsa Mosque, the statement 
said. “Israel, as an occupying power, 
must adhere to its obligations under 
international law and the international 
humanitarian law towards the Occu-
pied city of Jerusalem and its sanctities, 
especially the holy Al-Aqsa Mosque,” 
Ministry spokesman, Sinan Majali said. 
Israel must “put a stop to attempts to 
change the historic status quo” in Occu-
pied Jerusalem, he added. (Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israel deported an Ital-
ian activist to Italy after security forces 
detained her during a raid in the occu-
pied West Bank, Israeli authorities said 
Tuesday, accusing her of having links 
to a Palestinian militant group. The Is-
raeli military arrested Stefania Costan-
tini during a pre-dawn incursion Mon-
day into the the Dheisha refugee camp 
in the Palestinian city of Bethlehem. 
Footage shared on social media shows 
an Israeli soldier picking up Costantini 
and flipping her over his shoulders as 
she shrieks. A group of soldiers drag 
her out of the camp and shove her into 
a military vehicle, videos show. Israeli 
forces fatally shot a 14-year-old boy in 
the head during the same raid as they 
opened fire on Palestinians throwing 
rocks and Molotov cocktails. Italian 
media described Costantini as an advo-

cate for Palestinian rights. Israel’s Shin 
Bet security service said Costantini was 
arrested on suspicion of belonging to, 
and transferring funds to the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine. 
The militant group, known as the PFLP, 
was involved in hijacking passenger 
planes in the 1960s and 1970s and lat-
er claimed responsibility for suicide 
attacks during the Second Intifada, or 
Palestinian uprising, in the early 2000s. 
It is considered a terrorist organization 
by the United States and the European 
Union. (Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: Notorious drug lord 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman has ap-
pealed to Mexico’s president for help 
due to alleged “psychological torment” 
he is suffering in a US prison, his law-
yer said Tuesday. “In the six years that 
Joaquin has been in the United States, 
he has not seen the sun,“ said Jose Re-
fugio Rodriguez, a Mexico-based legal 
representative of the Sinaloa cartel 
founder. The message, described as 
“an SOS,“ was transmitted via one of 
Guzman’s lawyers in the United States 
as well as his family, Rodriguez said. 
Guzman is only allowed outside three 

times a week to a small area where he 
“doesn’t get the sun,“ and has fewer 
visits or phone calls than other inmates, 
the lawyer said in an interview with Ra-
dio Formula. “He is suffering psycho-
logical torment,“ he said, adding that 
the lack of sunshine was also bad for 
the convicted drug trafficker’s physical 
health. Guzman wants President An-
dres Manuel Lopez Obrador to address 
alleged procedural violations during 
his extradition in 2017 under the for-
mer government, Rodriguez added. El 
Chapo is serving a life sentence in the 
United States after being convicted in 
2019 of charges including drug traf-
ficking, money laundering and weap-
ons-related offenses. One of his sons, 
Ovidio Guzman, was arrested by Mex-
ican security forces this month in an 
operation that left 29 people dead and 
sparked a dramatic shootout at an air-
port in the city of Culiacan. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden has instructed Defence Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin to prepare an emer-
gency plan to establish an American 
military industrial base in the King-
dom of Morocco, the New York Dai-
ly News has reported. The plan was 
proposed during a high-level meeting 
at the end of December when Biden 
and Austin discussed America’s new 
global military strategy. Biden has told 
Austin to push the Pentagon to facili-
tate the logistical and legal aspects of 
US defence industry investments in 
Morocco. The strengthening of Ra-
bat’s leading role in combating terror-
ism, as well as its integration into the 
international military equation, will 
be achieved by developing its techni-
cal military capabilities, it is intended. 
According to media sources in the US, 
before his meeting with Austin, Biden 

received a detailed report from CIA 
Director William Burns on the expan-
sion of Russia’s influence in Africa, in-
cluding Zimbabwe, Sudan, the Central 
African Republic, Algeria and the Sa-
hel and Sahara countries. The CIA re-
port said that Russia not only strongly 
supports the Algerian regime militari-
ly and politically, but is also discussing 
the establishment of a large logistical 
base that would give it an important 
outlet to countries located south of the 
Sahara Desert. “This,” said the agency, 
“will threaten the interests of Wash-
ington and its allies there.” (Agencies)

Australia to spend $2bn on fleet of US Black 
Hawk helicopters

Al-Aqsa Mosque director detained and searched  
when entering sanctuary 

Central Asia’s glaciers are melting at astonishing rates

PLA Air Force’s Wang Hai Air Group fully equipped 
with J-20 fighter jets, expels foreign aircraft by giving 

full play to stealth capability

Philippines’ Nobel laureate 
Ressa cleared of tax evasion, 
calls verdict win for justice

MANILA: Philippine Nobel laureate 
Maria Ressa and her news site Rappler 
were acquitted by a court of tax eva-
sion charges on Wednesday, a judge 
said, handing Ressa a victory in a case 
the veteran journalist has described as 
part of a pattern of harassment. Res-
sa, who was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize alongside a Russian journalist in 
2021, is head of Rappler, which earned 
a reputation for its in-depth reporting 
and tough scrutiny of former president 
Rodrigo Duterte and his deadly war 
on drugs. “This acquittal is not just for 
Rappler it is for every Filipino who has 
ever been unjustly accused,” Ressa said 
after the verdict, describing it as a win 
for justice and the truth. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Several Chinese embassies 
issued notices announcing that starting 
from Tuesday, travelers to China must 
undergo nucleic acid tests within 48 
hours before departure, with those who 
present negative results allowed to en-
ter to China. Chinese embassies in US, 
Russia, Brazil, Singapore, Canada, Ja-
pan and South Korea said in statement 
that the requirement is in response to 
the interim measures for travel between 
China and other countries after the op-
timization of COVID management re-
leased by the Chinese government on 

December 27, 2022. From January 8, 
2023, China reopened its borders after 
the government downgraded the man-
agement level of COVID-19 from Class 
A to Class B, and meanwhile reopened 
its borders after three years of the pan-
demic. (Agencies)

Chinese embassies require travelers entering China 
to provide negative 48-hour nucleic acid results

BEIJING: China welcomes US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken to visit 
China and is in communication with 
the US side on specific arrangements 
for the visit, Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said Tuesday, as 
Chinese experts said it is time for the 
US to make some changes to active-
ly fix the damaged bilateral ties and 
bring good news for the fragile glob-
al recovery. Wang made the remarks 
in response to US media reports that 
said Blinken will visit China on Feb-
ruary 5 and will meet with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qin Gang. Wang 
said “China has always viewed and 
developed its relations with the US 
in accordance with the three princi-
ples of mutual respect, peaceful co-
existence, and win-win cooperation.” 

China hopes that the US will adopt a 
correct perception about China, stick 
to dialogue rather than confrontation, 
and pursue win-win results rather 
than a zero-sum game, Wang said. “It 
is hoped that the US can work with 
China to fully deliver on the import-
ant common understandings reached 
between the two heads of state, and 
bring China-US relations back to the 
track of sound and steady growth,” 
Wang remarked. (Agencies)

China welcomes Blinken’s visit; ‘time for US  
to make changes’


