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ISLAMABAD: The World Bank has 
delayed the approval of two loans for 
Pakistan worth $1.1 billion until the 
next fiscal year pending some steps 
on the country’s energy debt and 
tariffs, a finance ministry source told 
Reuters on Wednesday. The approval 
of the loans have been pending since 
June, said the source, declining to be 
named as they were not authorised to 
talk to the media. Pakistan’s next fis-
cal year starts in April. “The major is-
sue is the circular debt management 
plan in the energy sector and tariff 
revision,” said the source. “These ac-
tions are pending on our side.” The 
World Bank and the finance ministry 
did not immediately respond to re-

quests for comment. Pakistan is still 
reeling from devastating floods that 
have led to losses of more than $30 
billion. Foreign exchange reserves 

held by the State Bank of Pakistan 
fell to $4.3bn earlier this month, 
barely enough for three weeks of im-
ports. (Agencies)

World Bank delays approval of $1.1bn for Pakistan
 It’s time for Finland and Sweden to join NATO: US

France disrupted by strikes over pension reform

 UAE keeps its position as one of the safest 
countries in the world 

WASHINGTON: The Biden admin-
istration said Thursday it’s time for 
Turkiye to ratify Finland and Swe-
den’s applications to join NATO, 
bluntly saying that holdout mem-
bers of the alliance should quickly 
approve their memberships. The 
State Department said Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken had affirmed 
resolute support for Finland and 
Sweden in phone calls with their 
foreign ministers and said the US 
places great importance on “re-
maining allies quickly ratifying 
their accession.” In nearly identi-
cal statements about the two calls 
released just 13 minutes apart, 
State Department spokesman Ned 
Price said Blinken had “reiterated 
US support for Finland and Swe-
den’s NATO accession.” “He con-
veyed again our firm belief that 
Finland and Sweden are ready to 
join the alliance,” Price said of the 
calls with Swedish Foreign Minis-
ter Tobias Billstrom and Finnish 
Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto. 

“The United States urges remain-
ing allies to quickly ratify their ac-
cession.” The statements did not 
mention Turkiye by name, but the 
calls came just a day after Blinken 
met with the foreign minister of 
Turkiye, whose country is the most 
ardent NATO holdout against Fin-
land and Sweden joining the alli-
ance. The two countries applied for 
NATO membership last year after 
becoming alarmed by Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. Only two of the 
alliance’s 30 members — Hungary 
and Turkiye — have yet to ratify 
their membership, although Hun-
gary’s ratification is seen as a for-
mality and expected soon. Turkiye, 
meanwhile, has raised significant 
objections to the Nordic countries 
joining the alliance, citing their 
support for Kurdish groups that An-
kara sees as terrorist threats. Tur-
kiye has demanded that Sweden in 
particular do more to rein in these 
Kurdish groups before agreeing to 
its accession to NATO. (Agencies)

PARIS: Train services, schools, 
flights, and scores of businesses in 
France were disrupted on Thurs-
day as labor unions organized mass 
protests against President Emman-
uel Macron’s plans to raise the re-
tirement age to 64, a move bitterly 
opposed by the French public. The 
largest marches took place in Par-
is, where the CGT trade union es-
timated that 400,000 people took to 
the streets. The union claimed that 
two million protesters marched na-
tionwide, although France’s interior 
ministry put the turnout at 1.2 mil-
lion nationwide and 80,000 in Par-
is. Amid the demonstrations, police 
officers clashed with black-clad an-
archists, who regularly show up at 
protests in France to spar with po-
lice. Video footage showed armored 
officers using tear gas and batons 
on the black-clad bloc and other 
nearby protesters. Similar demon-
strations were held in the cities of 
Nantes, Lyon, Bordeaux, Marseille 
and Toulouse, and in more than 200 
other locations across the country. 
France’s eight largest trade unions 
participated, meaning that schools, 
railways, airports, power plants and 
other vital utilities were operating 
at a drastically reduced capacity on 
Thursday. As few as one in five high-
speed TGV train lines were running, 
the rail operator SNCF said, while 

Eurostar said that several connec-
tions with the UK were canceled. 
More than 40% of primary school 
teachers didn’t show up for work, 
CNN reported, citing the French ed-
ucation ministry. Macron’s govern-
ment is urging parliament to pass a 
bill that would raise the retirement 
age for most French workers from 
62 to 64, a result that would still see 
these workers getting their pensions 
three years earlier than most of their 
European counterparts. While the 
government insists that this reform 
is necessary to stop the country’s 
pension system from sliding into 
deficit, the unions argue that the 
system should instead be buoyed 
by increasing taxes on the wealthy 
rather than by squeezing more 
productivity out of aging workers. 
“It’s rare for French unions to all 
agree on something, so it demon-
strates the seriousness of the issue,” 
CGT leader Philippe Martinez told 
France24 on Thursday morning. 
Macron, who already tried and 
failed to hike the retirement age in 
2019, told reporters that the reform 
is “just and responsible.” The pub-
lic, however, disagrees. A poll taken 
last week found that 68% of French 
people are “hostile to this pension 
reform,” although only 51% support 
the unions’ campaign of protests 
and strikes. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: The UAE has main-
tained its position as one of the saf-
est places in the world, according 
to the Global Terrorism Index. The 
GTI provides a comprehensive sum-
mary of global trends and patterns 
that have influenced terrorism over 
the past two decades, based on an 
analysis of various social and eco-
nomic conditions, and influential 
geopolitical factors. Emirates News 
Agency reported on Thursday that 
the UAE is one of the safest coun-
tries worldwide, with a “very low” 
risk of the spread of terrorist activi-
ties. It is also considered one of the 
most effective countries in taking 

measures to combat terrorist and 
extremist activities. The ranking is 
based on findings from the Institute 
for Economics and Peace, which is 
responsible for the index and pub-
lishes its results annually. The GTI is 
one of the indicators monitored by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation. Its data 
is supported by the Global Peace 
and Stability Initiative. MoFAIC pro-
vides national reports on the UAE’s 
efforts to combat terrorism, illus-
trating the ministry’s active role, 
concerned agencies, and govern-
mental technical committees in the 
fight against extremism. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV: Cultivated meat, grown 
from animal cells in a lab or manu-
facturing plant, has been getting a lot 
of attention as a way to side-step the 
environmental toll of the meat indus-
try and address concerns over animal 
welfare. This method, however, has 
raised questions over religious re-
strictions, like kashrut in Judaism or 
Islam’s halal. Jewish dietary law des-
ignates kosher meat as having come 
from a cow slaughtered in accor-
dance with ritual – and requires that 
it be kept and consumed separately 
from dairy. Chief Rabbi, David Lau, 
weighed in on the issue for the first 
time, telling the Israeli firm, Aleph 
Farms, which last year closed a $105 
million funding round, co-led by Abu 
Dhabi’s ADQ, that the cultivated thin-
cut steaks it hopes to start selling this 
year are indeed kosher. Aleph Farms 
says it collects sample cells from a 
living animal and then grows more 
in a cultivator that mimics conditions 
in the animal’s body. This is different 
from popular plant-based alternatives 
that do not have animal origins. In 
an 11-page letter dated 17 January to 
the company outlining the production 
process and referencing Jewish legal 
precedent, Lau said the product falls 

into the category of “parve” – mean-
ing neither meat nor dairy. But he 
required it be clearly marketed as a 
meat alternative to avoid confusion 
with conventional meats. While the 
decision was specific for Aleph Farm’s 
process, it sets a foundation for oth-
ers. A spokesperson for Lau said they 
have received similar requests from 
a number of companies. Aleph Farm 
CEO, Didier Toubia, called Lau’s rul-
ing a “benchmark, a reference-point 
for many other kosher organisations 
in Israel and abroad.” And beyond 
that, Toubia said, it was a first step 

that will hopefully be followed by 
certification in the much bigger halal 
food market and even approval for 
Hindus, many of whom consider cows 
holy and do not eat beef. Aleph Farms, 
which has actor, Leonardo DiCaprio, 
as an advisory board member, hopes 
to start selling its cultured thin-cut 
steaks to Israeli restaurants this year, 
pending approval by the Health Min-
istry, and in Singapore. It is working 
on approval from the US Department 
of Agriculture and Food and Drug 
Administration ahead of an expected 
roll-out there next year. (Agencies)

Meat cultivated from cow cells is kosher, Israel’s Chief Rabbi rules

New Zealand PM’s 
resignation

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s 
prime minister, Jacinda Ardern, has 
said she is resigning, in an unex-
pected announcement that came as 
she confirmed a national election 
for October. At the party’s first cau-
cus meeting of the year on Thurs-
day, Ardern said she “no longer had 
enough in the tank” to do the job. 
“It’s time,” she added. “I’m leaving, 
because with such a privileged role 
comes responsibility – the responsi-
bility to know when you are the right 
person to lead and also when you are 
not. I know what this job takes. And 
I know that I no longer have enough 
in the tank to do it justice. It’s that 
simple,” she said. Her term as prime 
minister will conclude no later than 7 
February but she will continue as an 
MP until the election this year. “I am 
human, politicians are human. We 
give all that we can for as long as we 
can. And then it’s time. And for me, 
it’s time,” she said. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan and 
opposition have completed their 
consultation to nominate their can-
didates for the caretaker CM po-
sition. A day earlier, KP Governor 
Haji Ghulam Ali signed a summary 
to dissolve the provincial assembly 
on the advice of the chief minister. 
He also asked the KP chief minister 
and opposition to select a name for 
the caretaker CM slot. Sources said 
Mahmood Khan had finalised three 
names for the position after con-
sultation with PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan. Barrister Saif and Javed Iqbal 

are expected to be among the three, 
who will be recommended for the 
post. Meanwhile, leader of opposi-
tion in KP Assembly Akram Khan 
Durrani has also completed consul-
tation with JUI-F chief Fazlur Reh-
man. He is expected to name Dost 

Muhammad and Zafarullha Khan 
for the caretaker CM slot. As the as-
sembly is dissolved, the government 
and opposition will recommend 
three names each for the interim CM 
post and they will have three days to 
reach an agreement on one name. 
If the deadlock between both sides 
persists, the governor will then ask 
the KP Assembly speaker to form a 
parliamentary committee to resolve 
the issue. The matter for selection 
of the interim chief minister will 
be sent to the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) if the committee 
fails to reach a consensus.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Assistant Commission-
er Zainab Naqvi on Thursday, while 
showing great resentment over the 
poor hygiene situation at Shahbaz 
Canteen and Restaurant, arrested 
its manager. According to the dis-
trict administration, the action was 

taken on the directives of Deputy 
Commissioner Peshawar Shafiullah 
Khan who received complaints that 
Shehbaz Restaurant has poor hy-
giene conditions at its workplace. In 
a prompt action, AC Zainab Naqvi 
raided the restaurant and arrested 

its manager for doing business in un-
hygienic conditions. She said no one 
would be allowed to play with the 
lives of people. She warned the hote-
liers to keep their environment clean 
otherwise strict legal action would be 
initiated against them.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Thurs-
day notified that power supply will 
remain suspended from 132 KV Ha-
yatabad-Jamrud Transmission Line 
on January 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

due to maintenance work. It said that 
extra load shedding will be carried 
out on132 KV Jamrud and Peshawar 
University grid connected with 11 
KV feeders. The power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
Mardan -2 Grid Station on 21st, 24th, 
28th and 31st January from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Shah Dhandh, Rural 2, Ghari Ka-

pura, Garhi Daulatzai, Jawad Khan 
Shaheed, Tawas Babini feeders will 
face inconvenience. Likewise, the 
power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV Mansehra Trans-
mission Line on 21st January from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. due to which extra load 
Shedding will be carried out on 132 
Balakot, Muzaffarabad and Noseri 
grid connected 11 KV feeders.(APP)

KP CM, opposition wrap up consultation to pick  
nominees for caretaker setup

Restaurant manager arrested for unhygienic workplace

Power suspension for Peshawar, Mardan, Mansehra notified

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 237.25 239.5

China Yuan 34.02 34.27

Japanese Yen 2.48 2.53

Saudi Riyal 66.2 66.9

U.A.E Dirham 68.6 69.3

UK Pound 307 310

Euro 269.5 272.2

Australian Dollar 173.5 174.75

Canadian Dollar 185.5 186.85

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
164200

Rs. 
150516

Rs. 
143675

Rs. 
123150

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
140800

Rs. 
129066

Rs. 
123200

Rs. 
105600

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 14080 Rs. 12907 Rs. 12320 Rs. 10560

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
399200

Rs. 
365931

Rs. 
349300

Rs. 
299400

Meeting reviews arrangements for Livestock 
& Poultry Congress

Daycare center establishes at P&D KP

Scattered light rain with snowfall over hills 
predicted for KP

Fourth accused of triple murder arrested

Doctors congratulate people for dissolution 
of PTI govt in KP

Canteen Manager arrested for  
unhygienic conditions

Advanced Studies and Research Board (ASRB)

Dangerous inverters installed in taxis to 
save petrol

Peace School & College win ‘New Year DC 
Gold Cup Girls’ Tug-of-War title

PESHAWAR: Secretary Livestock, 
Fisheries and Cooperative Depart-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Mukhtiar Ahmad on Thursday 
chaired a meeting and reviewed ar-
rangements for the upcoming Inter-
national Livestock & Poultry Con-
gress. The meeting decided that the 
event will be held from March on 
2-3, at Peshawar. The participants of 
the meeting discussed and finalize 
Names for the organizing commit-

teeof the event, according to a press 
release issued here. Besides, Dr 
Alam Zeb Mohmand Director Gen-
eral (Extension) Livestock KP, Dr 
Ijaz Ali DG Res Livestock KP, Dr Mu-
hammad Iqbal Director Research, Dr 
Khisrao Kaleem DG Fisheries KP, Dr 
Habib Ur Rahman and representa-
tives of Pakistan Veterinary Medical 
Association (PVMA) including Dr 
Sajjad Khan Wazir, Dr Aaqil Muham-
mad attended the meeting.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Planning and De-
velopment Department (P&D KP ) has 
established daycare center for chil-
dren of female staff members here on 
Thursday. The center was inaugurated 
by Chief of International Development 

Section (IDS) Sarah Rehman. The 
P&D Deptt will facilitate the working 
women professionals, by taking care 
for their infants and young children 
during office hours, so they can better 
focus on their work. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteo-
rological Center Peshawar on Thurs-
day predicted that scattered light rain 
with light snowfall over the hills is 
likely to occur in most districts of the 
province. These weather conditions 
may prevail in Chitral, Lower & Upper 
Dir, Malakand, Buner, Swat, Shan-
gla, Kohistan, Battagram, Torghar, 
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Haripur, Swa-
bi, Mardan, Nowshera, Charsadda, 
Peshawar, Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, 
Hangu, Orakzai, Kurram, Kohat, Ban-
nu, Lakki Marwat, Tank, Dera Ismail 
Khan, North and South Waziristan 
districts. During the last 24 hours very 
cold and partly cloudy weather pre-

vailed over most parts of the province. 
However, drizzle occurred in Dera Is-
mail Khan district. The maximum and 
minimum temperatures recorded in 
centigrade at different stations of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar 
City 17/01, Chitral 07/-2, Timergara 
13/00, Dir 12/-5, Mirkhani 07/-3, Ka-
lam 10/-10, Drosh 07/-1, Saidu Sharif 
14/-4, Pattan 15/08, Malam Jabba 03/-
6, Takht Bhai 16/01, Kakul 12/-2, Bal-
akot 15/01, Parachinar 09/-5, Bannu 
17/02, Cherat 09/01, D.I. Khan 18/07. 
The lowest temperatures recorded in 
the province were -10�C in Kalam, and 
-06�C each in Tirah valley of Khyber 
and Malam Jabba. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The police of Daudzai 
area have succeeded in arresting the 
fourth accused involved in the killing 
of three ladies about five months ago 
here on Thursday. A police spokes-
man said that on August 18, 2022, the 
complainant, Yaseen had accused his 
brother Farhad and accomplices, Gul 
Sher, Kamran and Said Rehman for 
killing his two daughters and daugh-
ter-in-law. On complaint, a case of 
triple murder was registered against 
the accused in Daudzai police sta-
tion. Atleast three accused named 
Farhad, Gul Sher and Kamran had 

been arrested while the fourth ac-
cused Said Rehman was at large. 
The spokesman further informed 
that during an action the other day, 
the fourth accused Said Rehman was 
also arrested on intelligence-based 
information. The three women were 
shot dead on their way to home on 
suspicion and the accused had es-
caped from the scene. “After the 
arrest,the fourth accused involved 
in the killing of three ladies will be 
produced before the court for further 
legal action, said the police spokes-
man. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peoples Doctor Fo-
rum (PDF) President Dr Nisar has 
congratulated the people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa on the dissolution of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
government, which due to incompe-
tency and nepotism, had paralyzed 
the governance and administration 
system in the province. In a state-
ment issued here on Thursday, the 
PDF president said that PTI, during 
its government, posted their blue-
eyed and near and dear ones on 
lucrative posts in all institutions 
and were looting the national ex-
chequer for the promotion of their 
party cause. He further alleged that 

the PTI government, in the name of 
Medical Teaching Institutes (MTI), 
had selected unrelated and inexpe-
rienced heads of major hospitals. He 
has demanded the immediate disso-
lution of the Board of Governors of 
all MTI hospitals. Dr Nisar has fur-
ther accused the PTI government of 
massive corruption, nepotism, and 
irregularities in the name of health 
cards in the health sector of the 
province. He called for the imme-
diate abolition of health cards and 
other similar schemes by the up-
coming caretaker setup with imme-
diate effect and provision of relief to 
the general public. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District administration 
Peshawar has arrested the manager 
of a canteen & restaurant for the 
unhygienic condition of the kitchen 
on Thursday. Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Peshawar, Shafiullah Khan has 
received a complaint regarding the 
dirty kitchen of Shehbaz Canteen 
& Restaurant on University Road, 
which prompted Assistant Commis-
sioner (AC) Syeda Zainab Naqvi for 

conduct raids on the facility. During 
the raid, the Assistant Commission-
er found the canteen in unhygienic 
conditions, expressed anguish over 
the situation and arrested the man-
ager. Speaking on the occasion, she 
said that no one would be allowed 
to endanger the lives of the humans 
and directed for bringing improve-
ment in the cleanliness conditions. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The 1st-2023 meeting 
of ASRB was held in the Commit-
tee Room of University of Pesha-
war. Meeting was presided over by 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Idrees, Vice 
Chancellor, University of Pesha-
war. A total of 17 Ph.D proposals 
were presented in which 16 were 
declared successful and one was 
absent. The meeting was attended 
by the Director Advanced Stud-
ies Prof. Dr. Arshad Ali, Director 
ORIC Dr. Zahid Gul, Dean Prof. 
Dr. Muhammad Saleem, Dean Prof 
Dr Muhammad Naeem Qazi, Di-
rector CHRCD & IER Dr. Muham-
mad Rauf, Dean Prof Dr Bushra 

Hamid, Prof. Dr. Zulfiqar Ali, Dean 
Prof Dr Qamruz Zaman, Prof Dr. 
Rubina Shaheen and Prof Dr. 
Faizullah Jan as committee mem-
bers. Appreciating the hard work 
of various successful scholars and 
their supervisors, Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Idrees said 
that the University of Peshawar, 
as always, is keen to conduct qual-
ity research. He appreciated the 
quality research work done at the 
various departments and said that 
the successful completion of these 
researches could be expected to 
significantly increase the service 
to humanity. (Staff Report)

PESHAWAR: In the wake of closure 
of CNG stations, the taxi drivers have 
started installing inverters in their ve-
hicles to save petrol. According to the 
experts, these inverters could prove 
fatal for the drivers in case of any mis-
hap. According to a taxi driver, after 
installation of the inverter, the vehicle 
uses less petrol and covers long dis-
tances. However, the technical experts 
warned that this technology could 
prove much more dangerous and fatal 
in case of any mishap or mishandling. 

The installation costs Rs 14000 and 
requires a plastic bottle, filled with 
petrol inside the car. The taxi drivers 
said that due to closure of CNG sta-
tions, they were unable to earn suf-
ficient money for their household, 
which compelled them to install the 
inverters. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
the government had ordered the clo-
sure of CNG stations from January 
this year, to fulfill the gas requirement 
of the domestic consumers during the 
winter season. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peace school and Col-
lege Charsadda clinched the trophy 
after defeating Government Girls De-
gree College Dargai by 2-1 in the final 
of ‘New Year Deputy Commissioner 
Charsadda Women sports Festival’ 
being played at Abdul Wali Khan 
Sports Complex here on Thursday. 
More than 200 girls player are com-
peting in six different events part of 
the New Year Women Sports Festival 
being organized by District Admin-
istration and District Sports Offi-
cer Charsadda. Peace Girls College 
Charsadda won the trophy by defeat-
ing Government Girls Degree College 
Dargai by 2-1, while City College won 
the title in the Kabaddi match final by 
defeating Government Girls College 
Nahaqi in a show Kabaddi match. City 
Gulbahar Girls College team defeated 
Girls College Nahqi by 30-23 points. 
On the occasion, Administrator Pe-
shawar Sports Complex Syed Jafar 
Shah was the chief guest along with 
District Sports Officer Charsadda 
Tahsin Ullah Khan. Director Sports 
Bacha Khan University Charsadda 
and former intentional athlete Sha-
bana Khattak, General Secretary of 
Provincial Kabaddi Association In-
ternational referee Sultan Bari and 
other personalities were also pres-

ent. Deputy Commissioner Charsadh 
Girls Sports Festival continued at Ab-
dul Wali Khan Sports Complex in full 
swing. Peace Girls College Charsadda 
won the trophy by defeating Govern-
ment Girls Degree College Dargai 
2-1 after an interesting match, while 
Government Girls Degree College 
Charsadda No. 1 defeated New Mus-
lim College by 2-0 in a one-sided af-
fairs. On this occasion, the Kabaddi 
exhibition match was also played by 
City College Gulhbar, which defeat-
ed Girls College Nahaqi by 30-23.On 
the occasion, the chief guest distrib-
uted trophies, medals and cash priz-
es to the winning players under the 
directive of Deputy Commissioner 
Charsadda Dr Qasim Ali Khan. Ac-
cordingly, the winner will be given Rs 
10,000, Rs 7000 to the runners-up and 
Rs 5000 to the third position taker. 
The players are taking part in differ-
ent Games including Athletics, Tug-
of-War, Badminton, Hockey, Netball 
and traditional female Game “Chen-
dero”. (APP)
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In a new interview with the Al Arabiya news channel, Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif extended an olive branch to the Modi-led 
BJP regime in India. The offer of holding peace talks has been put 
back on the table once again, but only with the condition that the 
revocation of Article 370 would be reversed once and for all. This 
attempt to mend the broken relationship is as genuine as ever but, 
there is no guarantee that it will result in something positive. In-
dia must be willing to talk, compromise and end the diplomatic 
impasse we have reached over the course of years. Despite the in-
tentions of our own government, the statements made by PM She-
hbaz Sharif during the interview are likely to be received poorly 
in India—a common occurrence anytime we tend to mention our 
willingness to cooperate and India’s resistance to it. But the fact 
of the matter remains that everything he stated is as true as it can 
be; whether we like it or not, India and Pakistan are neighbors that 
must bury the hatchet in recognition and pursuance of the bene-
fits that will be born out of a healthy partnership. Opportunities for 
trade, investment, development, innovation and progress are plenty 
and currently, they are going to waste. At the same time, we can-
not overlook the fact that there has been immense injustice done to 
the Muslims of Kashmir and those that live within the Indian state. 
In order to reach some kind of a solution, backchannel talks were 
held between both parties back during PTI’s tenure, and they were 
picked up again by the new government, but they reached a com-
plete dead end when PM Modi’s government was unwilling to ac-
knowledge the illegitimate actions it has taken in Kashmir and the 
human rights violations it is committing against Muslim minorities. 
Instead, there has been evidence that it has been further sponsoring 
terrorism and encouraging division within Pakistan’s borders itself. 
If nothing else, the least that can be expected is that this policy of 
antagonism will be halted but it seems that this is a farfetched hope 
with the way things are unfolding. Pakistan has extended a peace-
ful hand towards India too many times to count now and the re-
sponse received in return has been short of ideal every single time. 
It is time for the international community to extend its support to 
find peace in the region. Islamabad continues to play its part but if 
there is one thing Pakistan will not compromise on, it’s asking for 
accountability for all the crimes being committed against Kashmiris 
and Muslims.

Regional Stability

I was sitting in front of him and he 
was unblinkingly staring with his 
moist eyes. I gently held his hand 
and asked for how many months 
you are living in this Old Age Home? 
He replied very softly with trem-
bling voice, “last two years”. While 
telling his story, he said, I have two 
sons and a daughter. All three are 
well educated and busy in their life. 
They have no time for me. He fur-
ther said, “My children visit me after 
two three months”. Upon a question 
that why he was sent to this Old Age 
Home by his children, the sentence 
spoken by him was so heart-rend-
ing that I am still feeling its pain. 
He replied “my children think that 
I would be more comfortable and 
happy in Old Age Home but they 
never know that any Institution 
with lots of facilities and services 
can never be a substitute for home 
and family” On the way back to my 
home, I was thinking that how pow-
erfully the westernization is influ-
encing our minds and thoughts that 
we are deviating from our religious 
teachings and cultural norms and 
values. Sending parents to the Old 
Age Homes may be a usual trend 
in the West but it is still deemed an 
abhorable act in Pakistani culture. I 
do agree and support the existence 
of Old Age Homes to the extent 
that homeless elderly people, who 
are extremely vulnerable and don’t 
have any family or children need to 
be accommodated there but I think 
it is never acceptable that we start 
sending our parents to Old Age 

Homes while we have all the re-
sources. Sending parents to Old Age 
Homes is not only against our cul-
tural norms, values and traditions 
but our religion also doesn’t allow 
doing so. Islam has accorded special 
respect, rank and status to the par-
ents. In Islam, serving parents has 
been regarded as a duty second to 
prayer. The Allah Almighty says in 
the Holy Quran,: “And your Lord has 
decreed that you not worship except 
Him, and to parents, good treat-
ment. Whether one or both of them 
reach old age [while] with you, say 
not to them [so much as], “uff,” and 
do not repel them but speak to them 
a noble word. And lower to them 
the wing of humility out of mercy 
and say, “My Lord, have mercy upon 
them as they brought me up [when I 
was] small. ” [17:23-24] In Islam, the 
command to honour one’s parents is 
accompanied with the command to 
believe in the Allah Almighty alone 
(Toheed) and the prohibition on as-
sociating others with Him (Shirk) 
in many verses. The Allah Almighty 
says: “Worship Allah and join none 
with Him (in worship) and do good 
to parents…” [4:36] Disobeying par-
ents or ill-treatment with them has 
been condemned severely. The Holy 
Prophet (SAW) cautions: “The pun-
ishment for the sin amongst all sins 
the Allah Almighty wills to delay, He 
delays it until the Judgement Day 
except the disobedience to parents, 
as the Allah Almighty inflicts the 
punishment for it in the life before 
death”. It is obligatory for the chil-

dren to spend on their parents and 
fulfil their needs. Islam also instruct-
ed its believers to spend on their 
parents from their resources as they 
cherished them in childhood: “They 
ask you what they should spend. 
Say: ‘Whatever you spend that is 
good, is for parents and relatives 
and orphans and the needy and for 
wayfarers. And whatever you do 
that is good, indeed, the Creator has 
its knowledge. ” [2:215] In our tra-
ditional joint family system, elders, 
especially parents, had a special re-
spect and value but the escalating 
trend of urbanization has resulted 
rise of nuclear families where elders 
are widely ignored. Modernization 
created individualistic and self-cen-
tered attitudes which negatively 
affected the parents and they are 
becoming victim of multiple types 
of abuse. Ultimately the parents are 
compelled to leave home and seek 
shelter in any Old Age Home. In 
some cases, the children push out 
their parents from home and send 
them in any Old Age Home. One of 
the major factors behind this tragic 
phenomenon is ignorance of Islam-
ic teachings and values. We should 
equally emphasize on religious edu-
cation of our children to make them 
a good Muslim as well. Collabora-
tive concerted efforts are needed 
to instill cultural values in the chil-
dren and youths to make them re-
alize that the presence of parents is 
a blessing and gift of the Allah Al-
mighty not the burden.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishi-
da commenced 2023 with a tour of G7 
countries, having visited France, Italy, 
the UK, the US and Canada. Hold-
ing the Presidency of the US-centric 
group for this year, Kishida will host 
its summit in Hiroshima in May. While 
a lot of his trips focused on preparing 
ground for the summit, Kishida no-
tably signed scores of defence deals 
along the way, showing how the visit 
ties in with Japan’s ultimate ambition 
right now: Rearmament. Since the end 
of World War II, Japan’s military pow-
er has been limited by its constitution 
to be strictly defensive. The country 
renounced the right to settle disputes 
via armed conflict and ruled out hav-
ing an army or fighting a war abroad. 
This has posed limitations on defence 
spending, but also made Japan reliant 
on the United States for its security. 
However, now these limitations are all 
but defunct, even if they still exist on 
paper. Tokyo has the well-equipped 
Japan Self-Defense Forces, effectively 
a standing defensive army, and has 
recently pledged to double its defence 
spending by 2027 and to attain “sec-
ond strike” capabilities with an eye 
on both China and North Korea, spur-
ring on a regional arms race. In 2022, 
former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
was assassinated. While he passed 
away, his ideas of Japanese military 
revisionism remained. The climate of 
geopolitical competition in respect to 
the rise of China and North Korea’s 
nuclear missile program has served as 
a platform for Japan to effectively end 
its pacifist epoch. These changes have 
allowed the nationalist Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP), despite unfavour-
able economic results for decades, to 
perpetually stay in power amongst its 
key coalitions and thus force through 

this revisionism, despite opposition 
from some members of the Japanese 
public. While the United States has 
always seen Japan as the bulwark of 
its power-projection in Asia, a posi-
tion it consolidated during the Korean 
War, it is now allowing Japan to “es-
cape the leash” of its post-war military 
limitations, hoping it will help in the 
containment of China. The Biden ad-
ministration has established a strategy 
of creating coalitions to target Beijing, 
such as for example, the Quad and 
AUKUS. The US aims to counter the 
rise of China through granting allies 
extended military capabilities and 
capacity that they did not have previ-
ously. Such as, for example, allowing 
Australia to gain nuclear submarines 
through AUKUS or, in this case, giving 
leeway for Japan to expand its military 
reach, such as building new air bases 
in Okinawa. In doing so, Washington 
increasingly understands Japan as a 
critical asset in a Taiwan-related con-
tingency with China, with Japanese 
territory being effectively 100 kilome-
ters or so east of the island itself. Thus, 
Japan now recognizes the island as a 
critical variable in its own defence pol-
icy, because if Taiwan falls to mainland 
rule, Japan will be militarily ‘checkmat-
ed’ by China, which will subsequently 
change the balance of power in Asia 
against the US. A missile unit is now 
being built on a Japanese island close 
to Taiwan itself. While Tokyo does not 
officially recognize Taiwan’s indepen-
dence and maintains a position of stra-
tegic ambiguity on the matter, its very 
close relations with the US and the 
fact that its constitution was amend-
ed in 2014 to allow for military action 
in defence of allies both increase the 
possibility of Japan directly interven-
ing in a Taiwan conflict. What is nota-

ble is how Japan is not just turning to 
the United States for its own military 
expansionism, but to other countries 
too. This includes deeper relationships 
with the UK, Canada and Australia, 
amongst others. For example, Japan 
will build a “next generation fighter 
jet” with the UK and Italy which will 
involve the use of AI. While it is clear 
that the United States is pushing its al-
lies to work together to try and contain 
China, on the other hand such moves 
also set out how Japan is attempting 
to reassert its own strategic indepen-
dence with a view to establishing itself 
again as a military power in its own 
right, something it has not attempt-
ed since the 1940s. All this, however, 
brings a new dynamic of danger to 
Asia. First of all, in the geographic 
region of northeast Asia, Russia and 
China both see Japan as a potential 
military opponent, and will likely align 
greater in respect to this dynamic. Sec-
ond, Japan’s militarism is escalating 
an already tense situation with North 
Korea, who, facing a stronger Tokyo, is 
motivated to increase its nuclear and 
ballistic missile capabilities, finding 
greater justification to do so. Third, 
the sentiment of anti-Japanese nation-
alism in China will rise, meaning ten-
sions between the two will increase. 
And, finally, despite a common ally 
in the United States, what will South 
Korea do in the face of an increasingly 
stronger Japan? It may feel militarily 
dominated or isolated, which will also 
force the country to arm itself further 
amid a myriad of challenges. As such, 
the rearmament of Japan will have a 
massive destabilizing effect on Asia, 
and it’s something Washington is hap-
py to see occur in order to retain its 
clout over the region.
Courtesy: RT
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Old age homes: Not for parents
— By Dr Ibad Ullah Sajid

Japan rearms for war: What it means for Asia
— By Timur Fomenko

WHILE their opponents do not see 
the unification of different factions 
of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement 
sans Altaf Hussain as a political 
threat, those who once formed the 
upper echelons of the unified MQM 
predict the merger would lead to a 
power struggle. As a result, they be-
lieve, the party would continue to use 
the establishment as a crutch to sort 
out its internal differences. As the 
union took shape on Thursday eve-
ning, Dawn approached several lead-
ers of the various factions for insights 
on the merger, its challenges and the 
prospects of a unified MQM without 
Altaf Hussain in the upcoming gener-
al elections. While everyone predicts 
a bumpy ride ahead, the gist of the 
conversation suggests the merger 
would not be reversed as long as the 
establishment desires it should stay 
intact. “This is a caesarean section 
and the birth is premature. For sur-
vival, the infant must be kept under 
constant medical care and that care 
has to be provided by the powers that 
have performed the surgery,” sums 
up a senior former MQM leader. On 
the face of it, the unification is good 
news for all MQM supporters who 
thought their party had lost the 2018 
elections on around half a dozen Na-
tional Assembly seats in the metropo-
lis because of a split in the vote bank. 
The powers behind the merger also 
think the same, and they may not be 
completely wrong. In the 2018 gener-
al elections, MQM-P bagged four of 
the 21 NA seats in Karachi, while Pak 
Sarzameen Party got none. Election 
data, however, suggests candidates 
that from the MQM-P and PSP com-
bined got more votes than those ob-
tained by the winning PTI candidates 
on at least five NA seats. The trend 

continued in the NA-249 by-election 
held in April 2021, in which the com-
bined votes of MQM-P and PSP can-
didates were more than the number 
secured by PPP’s Qadir Khan Man-
dokhel. The PPP candidate won with 
15,656 votes, whereas the combined 
votes of the MQM-P and PSP totaled 
15,735. But the result of the NA-240 
by-election in October 2022 tells a dif-
ferent tale. So, apparently, the pow-
ers that be did simple arithmetic and 
decided that instead of a fragmented 
MQM, they now need a potent party 
that can present an electoral chal-
lenge to its nemesis, Imran Khan’s 
PTI, in Karachi. The ex-premier has 
already described the merger at-
tempt of MQM factions as political 
engineering. “I see many problems, 
infighting and bitterness when it 
comes to choose new office-bearers 
for either the coordination commit-
tee or its subordinate bodies, includ-
ing those in towns and UCs,” says a 
senior MQM-P leader on condition 
of anonymity. “There would be seri-
ous issues when party tickets will be 
distributed among candidates for the 
general elections. The transition will 
not be easy without the help of our 
friends.” “There will be obstacles but 
failure is not an option,” opines for-
mer MQM coordination committee 
deputy convener Nasir Jamal. “This 
merger should survive for which all 
sides must have to work hard.” For-
mer Sindh minister Raza Haroon, 
who was a member of the unified 
MQM’s coordination committee un-
til he joined PSP as its first secretary 
general in 2016, says the future de-
pends on the intentions of each and 
every group that has agreed to the 
merger.
Courtesy: DAWN

Situationer: The bumpy road ahead
— By Azfar-ul-Ashfaque

General Election
With each passing day, the po litical 
chaos in Pakistan isescalating. PTI is 
favoring general elections and they 
are of the opinion that general elec-
tions are the only solution to the on-
going political turmoil in the country. 
But here is the question, would PTI 
will be able to convince the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (that is the co-
alition of many parties) to call for gen-
eral elections in such a situation that 
the incumbent government (PDM) 
does not have a good image in pub-
lic due to high inflation rate? On the 

other hand, the PTI chief Mr. Khan is 
also at the zenith of popularity, appar-
ent from the result of by-elections. So, 
in this atmosphere, the decision for 
calling for general elections seems 
unlikely, however, in politics the door 
for negotiations is always open. The 
ruling party is stuck to this point that 
general elections will be held on its 
due time but PTI wants to hold the 
general elections earlier and this is 
the only demand of PTI. The ongoing 
speculations about the dissolution 
of the KP and Punjab assembly are 
nothing but to put more and more 

pressure on the PDM government to 
compel them to call for general elec-
tions and it seems that it is the last 
card Mr. Khan possesses. However 
interior minister Rana Sana Ullah 
categorically denied the perception is 
wrong that the PDM is afraid of gen-
eral elections. Now it is the time for 
both the ruling and the opposition to 
kill their ego and sit together to solve 
this political deadlock for the better-
ment of this beloved country and for 
its inhabitants. 
– Abdul Latif
–  Lahore

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thurs-
day expressed hope that Iran would 
take an action against militants in-
volved cross-border attack on secu-
rity personnel in Panjgur district of 
Balochistan. Four Pakistani troops 
were martyred when terrorists from 
across the Pakistan-Iran border tar-
geted a convoy of security personnel 
patrolling along the divide in Chukab 
Sector on Wednesday. In response, 
the ISPR said the Iranian side had 

been asked to hunt down the mili-
tants. Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said the ter-
rorists used the Iranian soil to launch 
attack against Pakistan and con-
demned the incident in strong words. 
She said both neighbouring countries 
enjoyed “exemplary brotherly ties” 
and hoped that Iran would take stern 
action against the elements involved 
in the terrorist activity. Pakistan will 
not let anyone to use its soil against 

Iran, she renewed the pledge and 
asked the neighbouring country to 
ensure the same. The spokesperson 
said Pakistan condemns terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations. She 
said we strongly commit that our ter-
ritory will not be used for undertak-
ing cross border attacks in Iran and 
we expect the same from Iran. Ms Ba-
loch also asked Iran to ensure a thor-
ough investigation in the incident. 
(Agencies)

Traffic police organizes awareness  
workshop for drivers

Rs 2.19 per unit relief likely for DISCO’s  
consumers in Dec

Islamabad court reserves verdict in money 
laundering case against Asif Zardari

Police arrest eight kite sellers with 876 kites

PASTIC supplies 24715 S&T digital documents, 
1649 bibliographies to 1362 workers in 2021-22

Seven drug peddlers, illegal weapon holders netted

Pak Wheels Car Mela postponed in capital

Prominent poet Saqi Faruqi remembered  
on 5th birth anniversary

Zamurad Khan condoles murder  
of Advocate Imran Sheikh

Two bids to smuggle 1400 wheat flour bags foiled

Three street criminals arrested;  
Rs 107,000 snatched cash recovered

ANF recovers over 161 kg drugs, 2000 intoxicated tablets; arrests three

ABBOTTABAD: Traffic Warden po-
lice Abbottabad on Thursday con-
ducted a special workshop for the 
awareness of local transport drivers 
with the collaboration of a private 
school. The workshop was attended 
by the drivers from the Abbottabad 
district and was briefed on traffic 
rules and other issues. SSP Traf-
fic Malik Ijaz Ahmed was the chief 
guest and the workshop was attend-
ed by DSP Admin Imtiaz Ali, DSP 
Saeed Yedoun, Inspector Traffic Zu-
lfiqar Ali Dr. Abdul Manan Aftab. Dr. 
Abdul Manan Aftab while address-
ing the participants of the workshop 

informed the drivers about first aid 
in road accidents. SSP Traffic War-
den Abbottabad Malik Ijaz Ahmed 
while speaking on the occasion said 
that the aim of the workshop was 
to give special awareness to local 
drivers about road safety and other 
traffic rules traffic objectives, first 
aid, professional manners and oth-
ers. SSP Traffic Warden thanked 
all the participants and made a 
special request to the driver that 
after receiving this training, you 
should not make any mistakes and 
prove that you are a trained driver. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The consumers of 
all power distribution companies 
(DISCOs) are likely to get relief of 
Rs 2.19 per unit decrease in power 
tariff for December 2022 under the 
monthly fuel cost adjustment (FCA) 
mechanism. The Central Power Pur-
chasing Agency Guarantee Limited 
(CPPA-G) on behalf of XWDISCOs 
sought Rs 2.19 per unit reduction 
for the said period from the Na-
tional Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA). According to 
the petition submitted to the power 
regulator National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), the 
CPPA-G maintained that the actual 
cost remained at Rs 7.1198 per unit 
against the reference fuel charges of 

Rs 9. 319 per unit during December. 
A total of 8,416.81 GWh of electric-
ity was generated worth Rs59.289 
billion during the said period while 
8,096.88 GWh of net electricity was 
supplied to the power distribution 
companies (DISCOs). Out of total 
generation, as much as 20.44 per-
cent of electricity was generated 
from hydel, 18.07 percent from coal, 
0.46 percent furnace oil, 15.13 per-
cent from local gas, 13.71 percent 
RLNG, 27.15 percent nuclear, and 
2.51 percent wind. The regulator 
will hold a public hearing on Janu-
ary 30. The impact of the proposed 
increase will be passed on to all 
categories of consumers except life-
line. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: An accountabili-
ty court in the federal capital on 
Thursday reserved a verdict in a 
money laundering case against for-
mer president Asif Ali Zardari, Far-
yar Talpur and others. Accountabil-
ity court Judge Nasir Javed Rana 
reserved the verdict after hearing 
arguments from the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) prosecu-
tor and PPP leader’s counsel Farooq 
H Naek. During the hearing, Mr 
Naek said his client Asif Zardari was 
facing charges of Rs30 million cor-

ruption, adding that the NAB could 
not prove the allegations so far. 
He said the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) had not even sent the case to 
the anti-graft watchdog. He further 
argued that the case no more fell in 
the jurisdiction of the accountabil-
ity court after amendments in the 
NAB law as the amount involving in 
it was below Rs5 billion. He plead-
ed the court to sent back the refer-
ence to the NAB. Meanwhile, the 
court approved pleas seeking one-
day exemption from appearance 
for Asif Zardari, Faryal Talpur and 
other suspects in the case. Zardari, 
the widower of slain Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, together with his 
sister has been charged with money 
laundering through fake accounts. 
However, he has denied the allega-
tions.(Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police on the directives of City Po-
lice Officer, Rawalpindi Syed She-
hzad Nadeem Bukhari are making 
efforts to control kite flying and 
managed to net eight kite sellers 
on recovery of 876 kites and 37 
kite flying string rolls, said a police 
spokesman here on Thursday. He 
informed, Gungmandi, Rattaamral, 
City, Race Course, and Taxila police 
conducted raids in their respective 
jurisdiction and rounded up Ibrar, 

Toqeer, Hamza, Hanzala, Irfan, Ha-
seeb and Attique and recovered 876 
kites and 37 kite flying string rolls 
from their possession. Divisional 
Superintendents of Police directed 
the police teams to accelerate oper-
ations against kite sellers and flyers. 
Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Operations Rawalpindi said that 
strict action in accordance with the 
law would be taken against the rules 
violators and they would be sent be-
hind the bars. (APP)

SLAMABAD: Pakistan Scientif-
ic and Technological Information 
Center (PASTIC) has supplied a to-
tal of 24715 Science and Technology 
documents and 1649 bibliographies 
in digital form to 1362 Research 
and Development workers during 
the year 2021-22. While the 11500 
records were abstracted and in-
dexed into the database of Pakistan 
Science Abstracts by the Center. 
About the major achievements of 
PASTIC during 2021-22, an official 
source revealed that around 5342 
users visited the PASTIC library for 
getting references, reading, pho-
tocopying, internet browsing and 
web searching. Besides, the library 
received 183 issues of national and 
international journals in exchange 
and on a gratis basis. Twelve issues 
of Fresh Arrivals of PASTIC library 
were published online as well as in 
print form and distributed among 

the members. In Reprographic Ser-
vices, 75 printing jobs from 15 Re-
search and Development organiza-
tions were completed. In addition, 
06 online issues of “Technology 
Roundup” a bimonthly Trade and 
Technology news e-bulletin were 
published, 02 Workshops under UIP 
(University-Industry Partnership), 
05 Seminars or workshops on IPR 
(Intellectual Property Rights) and 
Entrepreneurship were organized. 
One Expo on Stem and IT Innova-
tions: Innovative Trends in Science 
Technology, Engineering Mathe-
matics (STEM) and ICTs were also 
organized at the University of Ag-
riculture, Faisalabad. Regarding 
the Awareness and Promotion of 
PASTIC Services, a total of 11 stalls 
including five awareness seminars 
at various departments of univer-
sities across the country through 
sub-centres were organized. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi po-
lice in an action against suspected 
drug peddlers and illegal weapon 
holders here on Thursday arrest-
ed seven besides recovering over 
2.7 kg charras, two 30-bore pistols 
and ammunition from their posses-
sion. A police spokesperson said 
that Waris Khan police held Asif for 
having 1180 grams charras. Ratta-
amral police rounded up Luqman 
for possessing 260 grams charras. 
Sadiqabad, Naseerabad, R.A.Ba-
zar, Race Course, and Gujar Khan 
police arrested Ghulam Abbas, 
Fayyaz and Haris for having 1310 

grams charras and Ahsan Shafique 
and Husnain on recovery of two 30-
bore pistols and ammunition. The 
spokesperson informed that police 
in their ongoing operation against 
professional beggars arrested 37. 
Separate cases have been regis-
tered against all accused while 
further investigations are under-
way. City Police Officer, Rawalpin-
di Syed Nadeem Shehzad Bukhari 
had directed the police officers 
to accelerate ongoing operations 
against drug peddlers, bootleggers 
and other lawbreakers, he added. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Long awaited Pak 
Wheels Car Mela, which was sched-
uled to take place on January 22 on 
Sunday, has been postponed due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Talking to 
APP, an official of PakWheels, Shan Gill 
said,”The car show of Islamabad has 
been postponed while the Lahore’s Car 
Mela will be held on January 29, as per 
plan.”  He said,”The new date for the 
event has not yet been announced, but 

the organizers will provide updates as 
soon as they are available. Meanwhile, 
he said,”Car lovers can enjoy the car 
show at Lahore as it is one of the most 
highly-anticipated events in the Paki-
stani automotive scene, which attracts 
thousands of visitors from all over the 
country.” He said,”The event features 
a wide range of vehicles on display, in-
cluding classic cars, muscle cars, sports 
cars, and luxury vehicles.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prominent urdu and 
English poet, Saqi Faruqi was re-
membered on his 5th birth anniver-
sary here on Thursday in the literary 
circles and homages were paid to 
his services to the language and lit-
erature. Faruqi’s works and writings 
in Urdu have been widely published 
around the world with several of his 
books winning awards and acco-
lades. He was born in Gorakhpur in 
1936 and his family migrated to Ban-
gladesh and then to Karachi while 
he later moved to London. He also 
served as the editor of the monthly 

“Nawa-i-Karachi”. He has published 
several volumes of poetry, includ-
ing one book in English, as well as 
a substantial volume of literary crit-
icism. During his stay in London 
Faruqi specialized in computer pro-
gramming. His noted works include 
Payas ka Sehra, Radar, Behram ki 
Wapsi, Zinda Pani Sucha, Bazghast o 
Bazyaft, Hidayat nama, a collection 
of poems Raazo se Bhara Basta and 
A collection of his English poems 
has been published under the name 
“Nailing Dark Storms”. He died on 
January 19, 2018, in London. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President of Pakistan 
Sweet Home Zamurad khan ex-
pressed deep sorrow and regret over 
the martyrdom of Advocate Sheikh 
Imran who was martyred in an assas-
sination attack on Tuesday. Zamurad 
visited the house of the martyr and 
condoled with the family and met the 
orphaned children. President Dis-
trict Bar Rawalpindi Faisal Khan Ni-
azi was also present on the occasion. 

Zamurad said that Imran Sheikh was 
a competent, hardworking, and bril-
liant lawyer, and his services in ad-
vocacy will always be remembered. 
Zamurad also assured to take full 
responsibility for the education and 
training of the martyr’s children and 
to provide them with all kinds of sup-
port. He appealed to the authorities 
for the quick arrest of the killers and 
to bring them to justice. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Department 
Rawalpindi and district police here on 
Thursday foiled two bids to smuggle 
1400 wheat flour bags. According to 
a district administration spokesman, 
the authorities of the food department 
along with Potohar Division police 
conducted raids in different areas 
and rounded up two drivers name-
ly Abbas and Akash on recovery of 

1400 flour bags. He informed that 
the accused were trying to illegally 
ship out wheat flour bags out of the 
Rawalpindi division. He said the Food 
Department Rawalpindi and district 
police on the directives of Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Rawalpindi were 
strictly monitoring all the exit points 
of Rawalpindi district to foil wheat 
and flour smuggling bids. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawalpin-
di Police here on Thursday arrested 
three street criminals and recovered 
Rs 107,000 snatched cash, a motor-
cycle, weapons and other items from 
their possession. According to a po-
lice spokesman, Saddar Wah police 
arrested three members of Yaseen 
street criminal gang including ring-
leader namely Yaseen, Faizan and 
Usman, wanted in various cases. He 
informed that the police team con-

stituted under the supervision of 
SHO Saddar Wah Police Station on 
the directives of the Superintendent 
of Police conducted a raid and man-
aged to net the accused and recov-
ered Rs 107,000 cash, a motorcycle, 
weapons and other items from their 
possession. As per the preliminary 
police record, the criminals were also 
involved in other crimes, he said add-
ing, the arrested street criminals had 
been sent to jail for an identification 
parade. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting 
three counter-narcotics operations 
seized over 161 kg narcotics, 2000 
intoxicated tablets and arrested 
three accused including an Afghan 
National, said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman here on Thursday. 

He informed ANF Balochistan con-
ducted a raid near Gwadar and re-
covered 100 kg charras. In another 
raid, ANF recovered 44.4 kg charras 
and 16. 8 kg opium from a car inter-
cepted near Sheikhupura Toll Plaza. 
A drug smuggler resident of Lahore 
was also rounded up during the op-

eration. In the third operation, ANF 
foiled a bid to smuggle drugs from 
Khyber to Peshawar and recovered 
2,000 intoxicated tablets from the 
possession of two accused includ-
ing an Afghan National, who was 
netted near Bus Terminal Peshawar.  
(APP)

Police arrest 23 suspects

IRSA releases 38,100 
cusecs water

DG PCAA to hold 
E-Kachehri on Friday

BAHAWALPUR: The district po-
lice of Bahawalpur have taken 23 
suspects into custody and recov-
ered hashish, liquor and cash from 
their possession. A spokesman for 
Bahawalpur police said here that 
acting on a tip-off, a police team of 
PS Hasilpur arrested a suspect and 
recovered 520 grams hashish from 
his possession. Two separate teams 
of PS Bahawalpur (Sadar) and PS 
Hasilpur conducted raids at dens 
lying within their jurisdiction and 
apprehended two drug pushers be-
sides recovering 110 liters locally 
made liquor from their possession. 
Two men were arrested and booked 
in case of driving vehicles with very 
high speed while violating limits on 
highways passing through the ju-
risdiction of PS Dera Nawab Sahb 
and PS Hasilpur. The police of PS 
Kotwali and PS Chani Gothhave 
taken 13 gamblers into custody and 
recovered gambling money from 
their possession. Five persons were 
arrested for violating Punjab Sound 
Act in areas lying within jurisdic-
tion of PS Ahmadpur and PS Chani 
Goth. The police have lodged sepa-
rate cases against the accused. Fur-
ther probe was in process.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday re-
leased 38,100 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 43,300 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1498.59 feet, 100.59 feet higher 
than its dead level of 1,398 feet. Wa-
ter inflow in the dam was recorded 
as 16,100 cusecs while the outflow 
was 20,000 cusecs. The water level 
in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 
1124.45 feet, which was 74.45 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow of wa-
ter were recorded as 7,200 cusecs 
and 100 cusecs respectively. The re-
lease of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, 
Guddu and Sukkur was recorded 
as 11,800, 20,900, 4,400 and 4,100 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 10,800 cusecs 
of water was released at Nowshera 
and 7,200 cusecs were released 
from River Chenab at Marala.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Director General of 
Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority 
(PCAA) Flt Lt (Retd.) Khaqan Mur-
taza would hold an E-Kachehri on 
Friday aimed at listening to the prob-
lems of the general public and resolv-
ing their grievances at the earliest. 
“Complainants are requested to write 
their complaints in the comment box 
by mentioning their name, contact 
details, email & name of the airport 
during online E-Kachehri,” the PCAA 
said in a tweet. The DG could be con-
tacted at 11:00 a. m. on January 20 
(Friday), the authority said adding a 
series of online Kachehries had been 
started in line with the special direc-
tives of the Prime Minister and Min-
istry of Aviation for public facilitation. 
The authority said the public, during 
the online session, could also discuss 
the issues they experienced at the air-
ports of Pakistan. (APP)

Panjgur attack: Pakistan hopes Iran will take action against terrorists
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PTI rejects Sindh LG election, wants heads rolled in ECP
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Thursday reject-
ed the recently held local government 
elections in Sindh’s Karachi and Hy-
derabad division over alleged rigging 
and demand resignation of members 
of the electoral body. PTI Secretary 
General Asad Umar, in a press con-
ference, said that the second phase of 
LG polls, in which the PPP emerged 
victorious, should be declared null 
and void, demanding fresh elections 
in Sindh. The much-delayed LG polls 
were held in Karachi and Hyderabad 
on Jan 15 as the MQM-P and PPP 
wanted the ECP to put off the elec-
tions due to security concerns and 
delimitation issues. Mr Umar said the 
rigging was started in morning of the 

election day as video posted on social 
media showed election staff stamping 
ballot papers. He claimed balloting 
material was also sent to some poll-
ing stations with delay. “We will not 
accept the elections in any way,” the 
PTI bigwig resolved. He said the LG 
polls were delayed several times as 
the PDM wanted to steal mandate, 
adding: “A dangerous game was 
played in Karachi”.  The PPP bagged 
most seats in Karachi, Hyderabad 
and other parts of Sindh in the second 
phase of the LG election. It sprang a 
surprise in Karachi where it secured 
93 seats followed by the Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (JI) with 86 seats and the PTI 40 
as the Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) released the consolidat-

ed results of the 235 union councils 
in Karachi division. On Wednesday, 
workers of the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) and the PTI clashed outside the 
office of the Keamari deputy return-
ing officer (DRO) following the con-
troversial results of the LG elections. 
The PTI staged a protest against the 
results outside the Keamari DRO s of-
fice and it was joined by party’s pro-
vincial bigwigs Khurram Sher Zaman 
and Syed Ali Zaidi. The workers 
pelted each other with stones result-
ing in injuries of police personnel and 
four journalists covering the incident. 
The agitators also broke the window-
panes of the DRO’s office. Syed Ali 
Zaidi said he was also injured in the 
clash. (Agencies)

BISP disburses Rs. 30,601,739,000 among 
4,371,677 among Kafalat beneficiaries till today

IAEA-Pakistan collaboration to strengthen Nuclear 
Security Regime in Pakistan

Imran Khan given time to answer in Tyrian White case

ISLAMABAD: Benazir Income 
Support Programme (BISP) 
has disbursed an amount of Rs. 
30,601,739,000 among 4,371,677 
beneficiaries across the country un-
der the quarterly payments of the 
Benazir Kafalat programme. Till 
January 19, around 55.43 percent 
quarterly payment amount has been 
paid to the beneficiaries through 
the designated banks and retailers, 
following a smooth and transparent 
procedure. According to the BISP, 
those deserving women who still 
have not received their quarterly 
payment of Rs. 7000 may visit their 
nearest payment center to receive 
the amount. Around 7.7 million 
families would receive over Rs. 55 
billion in the first tranche of Benazir 
Kafalat payments. The beneficiaries 

have been advised to receive their 
full installment of Rs 7,000 and get 
the payment receipt by the quarter 
concerned in any case. To facilitate 
the beneficiaries, BISP has set up a 
special control room for the redres-
sal of public complaints regarding 
the disbursement of Benazir Kafalat 
payments. The control room has 
been set up on the special directives 
of the Federal Minister for Poverty 
Alleviation and Social Safety, Sha-
zia Marri, to ensure transparency in 
the distribution of the first quarterly 
installment for the year 2023. BISP 
has asked the beneficiaries to im-
mediately report to BISP’s toll-free 
helpline 080026477 and contact the 
nearest BISP Tehsil Office if a per-
son demands any kind of deduction 
or fee for payment. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Director Division of 
Nuclear Security (NSNS), Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), Ms. Elena Buglova, during 
her visit to Pakistan, expressed her 
appreciation for Pakistan’s support 
in the implementation of IAEA-Pa-
kistan Nuclear Security Coopera-
tion Program. Ms. Buglova along 
with her team was on visit to Paki-
stan from January 17-19 which was 
aimed at reviewing progress under 
the Nuclear Security Cooperation 
Program and discussing future co-
operation between IAEA and Pa-
kistan, said a news release issued 
here. Pakistan is one of the found-
ing members of the IAEA. Pakistan 
and IAEA signed ‘Nuclear Security 
Cooperation Program’ to enhance 
effectiveness of Country’s Nuclear 

Security Regime, through IAEA sup-
port, in 2005. Under this program, 
the Agency provided assistance for 
upgrading security measures at a 
Nuclear Power Plant and Nuclear 
Medical Centers, development of 
training infrastructures, provision 
of Radiation Detection Equipment to 
combat illicit trafficking of radioac-
tive materials and human resource 
development. Pakistan Nuclear 
Regulatory Authority (PNRA), is 
the lead agency for the coordination 
of all activities under the program. 
During the visit, Ms. Buglova held 
meetings with Chairman PNRA, 
Mr. Faizan Mansoor and Chairman 
PAEC, Dr. Raja Ali Raza Anwar. She 
was briefed on the achievements of 
the IAEA-Pakistan Nuclear Security 
Cooperation Program. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Thursday granted 
time to the counsel of Imran Khan 
for submission of initial comments 
in a petition seeking disqualification 
of PTI’s chief for hiding information 
about his alleged daughter Tyrian 
White. Chief Justice Aamer Farooq 
heard the petition filed by a citizen 
Sajid Mehmood seeking disqualifi-
cation of Imran Khan. At the outset 
of hearing, Imran Khan’s lawyer 
Salman Akram Raja adopted the 
stance that they wanted to submit 
the answer but the registrar office 
had raised objections. The office 

had stated that Imran Khan had to 
come in personal capacity for bio-
metric verification. The chief jus-
tice remarked that there were many 
outlets available now for biometric 
verification. The court asked the 
lawyer to ensure biometric of his 
client and submit receipt. Salman 
Akram Raja said that his client was 
no more a member parliament as he 
had submitted his resignation. The 
court, however, granted time to the 
lawyer for submission of comments 
and instructed him to also provide 
the copy of answer to the petitioner. 
(APP)

MWMC conducts  
cleaning operation

Man commits suicide

FESCO officers transferred

Impersonator held using 
counterfeit currency

MULTAN: Multan Waste Manage-
ment Company (MWMC) conducted 
a special cleaning operation at MA 
Jinnah Road on Thursday. Accord-
ing to MWMC handout, the high-
way stretching from Chowk Kum-
haranwala to Kasuri Chowk was 
cleaned thoroughly. All garbage and 
filth were removed from both sides 
of the road while the Chowk Kum-
haranwala flyover was given special 
attention for early-morning cleanup 
before traffic flow increased. More-
over, scraping of the lane of Bosan 
Road was also underway. Similarly, 
a cleaning operation was started 
to remove sand and soil from the 
roadsides of Eidgah, Chowk Rashi-
dabad and Shamsabad. The MWMC 
Chairman said the metro route from 
Chongi No. 14 to BCG Chowk had 
been washed with sprinkling water 
to remove dirt and dust from the 
streets up to the desired level. He 
expressed resolve to continue the 
cleanliness drive for cleaning every 
nook and corner of the district un-
til ‘Dust-free Multan’ was achieved.
(APP)

FAISALABAD: A 50-years-old man 
committed suicide over family is-
sues on Thursday. Police said Mu-
hammad Yousaf of Permana Chah 
Allah Ditta took his own life after 
hanginghimself over a family issue.
(APP)

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad Elec-
tric Supply Company (FESCO) has 
transferred and posted various of-
ficers here on Thursday. Accord-
ing to notification issued by Chief 
Executive Engineer Bashir Ahmed, 
Director MM FESCO has been post-
ed as Chief of Audit FESCO, while 
Syed Ahmed Ali shah SE Operation 
second circle posted as MM FESCO. 
SDO Batala colony Waqar Ahmed 
posted SDO Narrwala, SDO Sardar 
Muhammad Rasheed Thikriwala to 
Batala colony, SDO Operation Con-
struction Sub-division posted SDO 
Thikriwala. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Fraudster im-
personating intelligence officer held 
while exchanging money at petrol 
pump station after putting fuel into 
his vehicle. According to police 
source, accused identified as Usama 
Khalid gave two counterfeit Cur-
rency notes each Rs. 50,000 to the 
salesman after filling up his luxury 
car with fuel. The salesman recog-
nized the swindling while the for-
mer denied clearly for offering the 
counterfeit notes. It led to break out 
of verbal brawl between the duo. In 
the meantime, the pump owner, Saa-
dat Awan called up police station lo-
cated at Sultan colony that reached 
up to arrest the swindler. Police fur-
ther claimed to have recovered four 
fake number plates as well from 
the accused’s possession. Following 
the arrest, some important political 
figures reported to have contacted 
police for his release. The arrested 
person carried some pictures fed in 
his mobile phone gallery being shot 
with mainstream political figures. 
The accused introduced himself to 
police as spy agency officer serving 
with intelligence agency.  (APP)

North Region of Balochistan reopens  
for traffic after snowfall

ECP notifies IK’s victory on seven NA seats

Higher tobacco taxes - a key revenue  
source in Pakistan 

Eight low-cost flour points set up in Muzaffargarh

IHC adjourns appeals regarding LG polls till Jan 26

Drug peddlers arrested, hashish recovered

IHC rejects Gill’s request seeking to stop  
prosecutor from working

Animal feed packages distributed at flood-hit 
areas of Dera, Tank

ISLAMABAD: National Highway Au-
thority (NHA) on Thursday reopened 
for traffic in the North Region of Ba-
lochistan after clearing the snow. Ac-
cording to a statement issued here, 
Member NHA Shahid Ehsanullah 
took necessary actions to restore the 
flow of traffic on national highways 
of Balochistan following the instruc-
tions of the Federal Minister for Com-
munications and Postal Services, 
Asad Mehmood. National highways 
including Kalat, Chaman, Lak Pass, 

Nushki, Kuchlak, Qila Saifullah, and 
Quetta are restored for traffic. Cam-
puses have been established at rele-
vant places to deal with the problems 
arising from snowfall and NHA Ba-
lochistan is actively working to re-
store the affected highways. NHA ex-
pressed determination saying that the 
staff is trying day and night to provide 
the best facilities to the people on its 
road network within its available re-
sources. The authorities have also ap-
pealed to traveler (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Thursday 
declared Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan as the 
winner from the seven Constituencies 
in October’s by-elections by condon-
ing late submission of the details of 
the by-election expenses by the de-
posed Prime Minister. A five-member 
bench of the Election Commission, 
headed by Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sikander Sultan Raja, 
announced the verdict it had reserved 
on December 20 last. The verdict stat-
ed that Imran Khan has submitted 
the required details to the electoral 
body after which it decided to notify 
him as the winning candidate on all 

the seven National Assembly seats. 
Earlier, Imran Khan had not submit-
ted the details of the by-election ex-
penses incurred in NA-22, Mardan, 
NA-24, Charsadda, NA-31, Peshawar, 
NA-108, Faisalabad-VIII, NA-118, 
Nankana Sahib-II and NA-239 Ko-
rangi, Karachi I, on October 16 while 
the election on NA-45,Kurram was 
held on October 30. The ECP had 
taken notice of the PTI chief’s failure 
to submit the details of election ex-
penses for the constituencies he had 
contested in October 2022. The ECP 
had stayed the issuance of victory no-
tification of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) chief Imran Khan on all Nation-
al Assembly (NA) seats he won.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: There’s a dire need to 
adopt a sustainable National Tobac-
co Control Policy which ensures that 
no anti-child move is made now or in 
the future. These views by shared in a 
dialogue organized by the Society for 
the Protection of Rights of the Child 
(SPARC) with policymakers to stress 
the need of implementing strict tobac-
co control measures to save Pakistani 
children and youth from the tobacco 
pandemic. Key legislators from all po-
litical parties attended this event and 
supported the notion of increasing 
tobacco taxation and implementing 
other measures. Dr. Ziauddin islam - 
Former Technical Head/Director, To-
bacco Control Cell, Ministry of NHS-
R&C shared that in Pakistan, smokers 
have reached up to 31 million. 466 
people die daily in Pakistan due to to-
bacco-induced diseases such as can-
cer, diabetes, heart disease, stroke, 

and chronic lung diseases. Around 
1200 Pakistani children between the 
ages of 6-15 years start smoking ev-
ery day. To overcome this loss of life 
and healthcare resources, Tobacco 
Healthy Levy Bill which is pending 
since 2019 must be approved imme-
diately. The policymakers agreed that 
Health Levy Bill must be presented in 
Parliament and implemented across 
the country as it is a sustainable solu-
tion to decrease tobacco consumption 
and generate finances for health-
care schemes. Malik Imran Ahmed, 
Country Head, Campaign for Tobac-
co-Free kids (CTFK), stated that due 
to the cheap and easy affordability of 
tobacco products, the economic cost 
of smoking in Pakistan is PKR 615.07 
billion which is equal to 1.6% of Paki-
stan’s GDP but the revenue generated 
from the tobacco industry is only 20% 
of the total cost.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Exactly eight 
flour points are set-up in different 
parts of the tehsil with more in num-
bers in city areas to provide flour to 
the poor at competitive prices, official 
said Thursday. The points were set-up 
at Sultan Pur, Syed Pur and Khairpur 
Sadat among main city areas to offer 
the basic food item at lower prices. 
The step was taken in the wake of 
huge rush and long queues spotted 
at purchasing flour points, Assistant 

Commissioner Muhammad Haider 
said to journalists. The cheap flour is 
being offered to consumers on official 
subsidy. A 10-kg flour bag is provided 
at price of Rs. 648, he said. The offi-
cial appealed the masses to point out 
courrption following sale of cheap 
flour in markets or shops. He assured 
of taking the nefarious elements to 
task afterwards. He said it was oblig-
atory to help out the needy and poor 
in the time of inflation.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Thursday adjourned 
hearing till January 26, on intra court 
appeals with regard to the local body 
elections in Federal capital. A divi-
sion bench headed by Chief Justice 
Aamer Farooq heard the appeal of 
Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) against the decision of single 
member bench. Additional Attorney 
General Aamir Rehman, Addition-
al Attorney General Munawar Do-
gal, petitioner’s counsel Ali Nawaz 

Awan and others appeared before 
the court. The chief justice remarked 
that the court of hearing only urgent 
cases, adding that the main cause 
list had been canceled as he was not 
feeling well. Justice Aamer Farooq 
asked the respondents to exchange 
the documents with themselves and 
the court would fix the case for next 
week. The court also accepted the 
miscellaneous application of the fed-
eration for submission of more docu-
ments.(APP)

WAH CANTT: The Wah Saddar Po-
lice during a crackdown against the 
anti social elements arrested three ac-
cused drugs peddlers and recovered 
2.40 kilograms of hashish from his 
possession besides 15 liters of liquor 
here on Thursday. According to the 
Police spokesman, the Police during a 
crackdown, arrested accused named 
Noor Ellahi and recovered 1.20 ki-

logram hashish from his possession 
while 2.20 kilograms hashish was 
recovered from his accomplice Mu-
hammad Nawaz. He added that the 
police also raided at the liquor manu-
facturing den of Adeel and recovered 
15 liters of locally made liquor from 
his den. Separate cases were regis-
tered against the accused and further 
investigation was underway.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Thursday rejected 
the request of PTI’s leader Sheh-
baz Gill seeking to stop the special 
prosecutor from working in sedition 
case. Chief Justice Aamir Farooq, 
hearing the case, remarked that 
the trial in sedition case was yet to 
start, adding that the court would 
try to conclude Gill’s plea as early. 
At the outset of hearing, Aleem Ab-
basi Advocate argued that the inte-
rior ministry had made the appoint-
ment on the recommendation of 
chief commissioner. He said that it 

was the right of petitioner to hire an 
advocate of his own choice but the 
prosecutor couldn’t be appointed on 
his will. The court remarked that the 
petitioner’s stance was that private 
lawyer couldn’t be hired in issues 
of government. Gill’s lawyer, on 
the occasion, requested the court to 
temporary stop special prosecutor 
from working. The court said that 
the case trial would be started once 
charges were framed. The court re-
jected the request of Shehbaz Gill 
and adjourned further hearing of 
the case till next week.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: USAID’s 
Economic Recovery and Develop-
ment Activity (USAID-ERDA) and 
Livestock, Fisheries and Cooper-
ative Department, Government of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have sped up 
the process of distribution of ani-
mal feed packages in the flood-af-
fected districts of Dera Ismail Khan 
and Tank. USAID-ERDA and Live-
stock and Dairy Development De-
partment (Extension) started the 
distribution of animal feed packag-

es among the flood-affected 5,000 
livestock farmers in Dera Ismail 
Khan and Tank districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa on Thursday. Addi-
tional deputy commissioner Dera 
Ismail Khan, district director live-
stock Dera Ismail Khan, district 
director livestock Dera Ismail Khan 
and USAID-ERDA team distributed 
animal feed packages amongst the 
farmers in Dera Ismail Khan and 
Tank district, says a press release. 
(APP)
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Amazon overtakes Apple as world’s most valuable brand

Saudi Arabia ready to ditch dollar in trade – Finance Minister

IBM sees strong tech outlook despite economic slowdown

Oil Updates — Crude down; Harbor Energy to cut jobs due to UK windfall tax 

Current account deficit contracts to $3.33bn in the first half of FY23

UAE likely to include hydrogen in revised energy strategy

Saudi real estate prices up 1.6% in Q4 2022: GASTAT

Bitcoin steadies after longest winning streak since 2013

NEW YORK: Amazon has regained 
its position as the world’s most valu-
able brand despite a 15% decrease 
in value this year, according to the 
annual Brand Finance Global 500 
ranking, which features 48 tech 
companies. According to the valua-
tion, though Amazon reclaimed the 
top spot its brand value dropped 
more than $50 billion this year, from 
$350.3 billion to $299.3 billion. Its 
rating went from AAA+ to AAA as 
consumers “evaluate it more harsh-
ly in the post-pandemic world.” The 

perception of the company’s custom-
er service dropped as delivery times 
became longer and consumers were 
less likely to recommend Amazon to 
others, the research found. “Concur-
rent with the conclusion of pandemic 
restrictions, people are returning to 
shopping in-person, slightly mitigat-
ing the need for online retail,” the 
report said. Apple slipped to second 

place, with its brand value falling by 
16% from $355.1 billion to $297.9 
billion. This year’s fall was due to 
a lower revenue forecast as supply 
chain disruptions and a constrained 
labor market are expected to limit 
the supply of its hardware products, 
according to Brand Finance. Howev-
er, Apple remains the world’s most 
valuable company in terms of mar-
ket capitalization which as of Janu-
ary 18 stands at $2.163 trillion, while 
Amazon has a market cap of $ 979.8 
billion. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is ready to 
discuss trading in currencies oth-
er than the US dollar, according 
to the Kingdom’s finance minister 
Mohammed Al-Jadaan, as cited by 
Bloomberg. Al-Jadaan’s comments 
come a month after China’s Pres-
ident Xi Jinping said that Beijing is 
ready to make energy purchases in 
yuan instead of the US dollar in trade 
exchanges with members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). China’s 
leader highlighted the necessity of 

the shift while speaking at a Chi-
nese-Arab summit hosted by Sau-
di Arabia earlier this week. “There 
are no issues with discussing how 
we settle our trade arrangements, 
whether it is in US dollar, in euro or 
in Saudi riyal,” Al-Jadaan said on 

Tuesday during an interview with 
Bloomberg in Davos, Switzerland. 
The oil-rich kingdom is seeking to 
deepen its ties with vital trade part-
ners, including China. The readiness 
for talks on the issue expressed by 
Riyadh may signal that the world’s 
biggest oil exporter is open to diver-
sifying away from the US dollar after 
decades of pricing crude exports in 
the US currency. The riyal, the Saudi 
national currency, has been pegged 
to the greenback, too. (Agencies)

DAVOS: IBM’s chief gave an optimis-
tic take on the outlook for the tech-
nology industry here on Wednesday 
at the annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, a view 
that is at odds with more pessimis-
tic prevailing assessments of the 
global economy. The tech industry 
will be 2% to 4% “faster growing 
than GDP”, IBM chairman and CEO 
Arvind Krishna said in a group inter-
view, adding that he is “more opti-
mistic than some of the economists” 

on the overall global economic out-
look. Nearly three-quarters of CEOs 
believe global economic growth will 
decline over the next 12 months, 
according to PwC’s survey, which 
polled about 4,400 CEOs across the 
world in October and November last 

year, that was announced here on 
Monday. The survey’s findings were 
the most pessimistic in over a de-
cade. However, Krishna said that the 
tech industry will be resilient in the 
global economic slowdown.
“Everyone is going to go forward for 
digital transformation because it’s 
the only way to scale a nation or a 
company without having a lot of la-
bour cost,” he said. “And that ties into 
the global demographics,” he added. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Oil futures fell as much as 
1 percent on Thursday over recession 
fears as a sharp decline in US retail 
sales and manufacturing output mud-
died the outlook for demand.  Brent 
crude futures were down 86 cents, 
or 1.01 percent, to $84.12 a barrel at 
10.30 a.m. Saudi time, after losses of 
around 1 percent on Wednesday.   US 
West Texas Intermediate crude futures 
also declined 91 cents, or 1.14 per-
cent, to $78.57 a barrel. Oman LNG 
has agreed to supply up to 1.6 million 
metric tons of liquefied natural gas to 

France’s TotalEnergies and Thai state-
owned firm PTT, the Omani state news 
agency reported on Wednesday.  To-
talEnergies and PTT will each receive 
800,000 tons of LNG per year, with the 

French firm commencing a 10-year 
deal in 2025 and the Thai company 
taking supply for nine years beginning 
in 2026, the news agency said.  Thai-
land, a net oil and gas importer, needs 
to increase imports of LNG to offset 
a steep production fall at its largest 
gas field and as sanctions threaten its 
supplies from Myanmar. Spikes in gas 
prices last year Thailand to search for 
alternative energy sources, ranging 
from coal to renewables, an official 
from the Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion said in October. (Agencies)

KARACHI: Pakistan’s current acco-
unt deficit (CAD) widened month-
on-month by almost 59 per cent in 
December, but shrank 78pc when 
compared with December 2021. The 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) data 
on Wednesday showed that the CAD 
dipped almost 60pc to $3.667 billion 
in the first half of the current fiscal 
year from $9.091bn in the same peri-
od of FY22. The SBP data reveals the 
CAD in December was $400 million 

compared to $252m in November, 
an increase of 58.7pc. However, it 
contracted by 78pc from $1.857bn in 
December 2021. The country’s CAD 
was $17.4bn for the entire FY22. 
Despite a steep contraction in the 
CAD, the PMLN-led coalition gov-
ernment is still in serious trouble as 
it has been struggling to arrange dol-
lars to pay back foreign debts. The 
SBP’s foreign exchange reserves 
plunged to $4.3bn after repayment 

of $1.23bn last week and more out-
flows are expected. The SBP Gover-
nor on Wednesday assured the busi-
ness community of dollar inflows 
in the coming weeks. However, the 
business community was hostile, 
particularly about the opening of let-
ters of credit (LCs) for imports and 
demanded immediate release of im-
ported consignments since the price 
has doubled due to demurrages for 
delayed cargo. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: The UAE’s energy min-
ister expects hydrogen to be includ-
ed in a revised energy strategy, to 
be launched this year, as part of the 
Gulf state’s ambitions to become a 
top hydrogen exporter and advance 
its clean energy development proj-
ects. It launched its energy strategy 
plan for 2050 in 2017 but is prepar-
ing to update it to align with its goal 
of achieving climate neutrality by 

2050. “My expectation is that it (the 
revised strategy) is going to put hy-
drogen as one element in the target of 
the strategy of energy by 2050,” Su-
hail Al-Mazrouei said at a hydrogen 
summit during Abu Dhabi Sustain-
ability Week. “That would require us 
to go and significantly increase the 
installed capacity of solar in order for 
us to produce enough hydrogen to 
use it as a fuel.” In October, Al-Maz-

rouei said the UAE aimed to reach 
a 25 percent share of the hydrogen 
export market and that Japan, South 
Korea and Germany would be top 
destinations for it. The UAE, one of 
the world’s top oil exporters, is pre-
paring to host the UN’s climate con-
ference COP28 toward the end of this 
year amid questions from some activ-
ists about fossil fuel interests domi-
nating the debate. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Real estate prices in Sau-
di Arabia increased by 1.6 percent in 
the fourth quarter of 2022, compared 
to the same period in 2021, primarily 
driven by a rise in residential property 
values, according to the latest report 
released by the General Authority 
for Statistics.  The GASTAT report 
revealed that the price of residential 
properties increased by 2.6 percent in 
the fourth quarter of the previous year, 

mainly fueled by a 2.7 percent rise in 
land plot prices.  According to the re-
port, other sub-sectors such as com-
mercial and agricultural real estate 
saw a marginal decline of 0.2 percent 
and 0.8 percent respectively, resulting 
in reducing the rate of increase in the 
general index.  The report further not-
ed that the price of villas increased by 
1.7 percent, while apartments rose by 
2.2 percent.  GASTAT pointed out that 

house prices decreased by 0.4 percent 
year-on-year in the fourth quarter of 
2022, while residential and commer-
cial building prices were stable and 
did not record any relative change.  
Real estate prices in the commercial 
sector decreased by 0.2 percent due 
to the fall in the prices of commercial 
plots of land, while exhibition prices 
decreased by 2.3 percent, the report 
added. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Bitcoin steadied after 
snapping a rare 14-day winning streak 
as a mood of caution supplanted the 
risk appetite that drove up a variety of 
assets at the start of the year. The larg-
est token swung between gains and 

losses on Thursday and was up about 
0.2% at US$20,813 as of 12.50pm in 
Singapore. Smaller coins like Solana 
and Polkadot posted modest increases. 
Bitcoin on Wednesday retreated 2.5%, 
ending its longest run of daily gains 

since 2013. Bitcoin “has now become 
very overbought on a near-term basis” 
and is “getting ready for a short-term 
pullback”, said Matt Maley, chief mar-
ket strategist at Miller Tabak + Co. 
(Agencies)

Ruble and yuan dominate Russia-China 
trade – Lavrov

UAE rolls over $2bn loan, confirms Dar

FDI turns negative with $17m outflow in December

Energy import dominates talks with Russia

K-Electric seeks to refund Rs10.2/unit

China’s self-driving car push hits legal,  
cost roadblocks

MOSCOW: Half of the trade turn-
over between Russia and China is 
conducted in national currencies and 
their share is growing rapidly, Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
announced on Wednesday. Speaking 
at a press conference on the results 
of the activities of Russian diplomacy 
in 2022, Lavrov stated that without 
“moves that could undermine our 
relations” and harm market players, 
Russia and China are cutting back 
on dependence on “Western instru-
ments and unreliable partners.” In 
recent years, Russia and its trade 
partners, including India and Chi-
na, have been ramping up the use of 
domestic currencies in mutual set-
tlements in an effort to move away 
from the US dollar and the euro. The 

countries achieved unprecedented 
levels of cooperation last year, with 
China becoming Russia’s main trad-
ing partner by November despite 
Covid-19 restrictions in the Asian 
country, the Financial Times report-
ed. Trade between the two nations 
soared by nearly a third in 2022 to 
over $190 billion, according to Chi-
na’s Customs data, and may reach 
a target of $200 billion two years 
ahead of schedule. (Agencies)

The Abu Dhabi Fund for Develop-
ment (ADFD) has rolled over a $2 
billion deposit with the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) that was payable over 
the next two months, Finance Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar confirmed on Wednes-
day. In a late-night tweet, he stated, 
“Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
(ADFD) has rolled over their deposit 
of $2 billion with State Bank of Pa-
kistan, as discussed by [PM Shehbaz 
Sharif] with His Highness the Presi-
dent of UAE during last week’s offi-
cial visit. “Long live Pak-UAE friend-
ship!” The United Arab Emirates had 
agreed to roll over the existing loan 
of $2bn and give an additional loan 
of $1bn to Pakistan last week during 

Prime Minister Shehbaz’s visit to 
the country. The UAE’s earlier loan 
of $2bn was scheduled to become 
due for repayment in February and 
March. The announcement came as 
the SBP’s reserves dropped to a crit-
ical level of $4.34bn, the lowest since 
February 2014 and not even enough 
to finance less than a month of con-
trolled imports. Pakistan has been in 
the midst of a severe cash crisis as 
its reserves have rapidly declined in 
recent months, giving rise to fears of 
default. The completion of the ninth 
review of an International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) programme, that would 
release $1.18bn, has been delayed 
for months. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The country saw a net out-
flow of $17 million in foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in December, offi-
cial data showed on Wednesday, with 
investment coming into the country 
plunging 59 per cent in the second 
half of 2022. December’s overall out-
flow mainly came on the back of a 
$230.1m outflow to Australia, $88.4m 
to Norway, $33.6m to the United 
States, and $24m to the UK. It was in 
stark contrast to an inflow of $229.8m 
in December 2021, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). It was 
the first time the monthly net FDI was 
in the negative since March when the 
outflow was $30m. In July-Decem-

ber, net FDI dropped 59pc to $461m, 
as inflows shrank to $932.5m while 
outflows jumped to $471.6m. FDI 
was $1.115 billion in the same half a 
year ago, comprising $1.43bn inflows 
and $319m inflows. The net outflow 
of FDI reflects a grim picture of an 
economy already crushed by growing 
political and economic instability. The 
coalition government that came to 
power in April has been struggling to 
resolve crises, which have been only 
growing in both number and inten-
sity. Independent economic experts 
say the government must find a quick 
solution before the economy hits rock 
bottom. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Russia and Pakistan 
are unlikely to reach conclusive 
agreements on energy imports, but 
have expressed the hope to sign 
protocols for boosting cooperation 
in nine major economic sectors in-
cluding oil and liquefied natural gas 
(LNG). A three-day Pakistani-Rus-
sian Intergovernmental Commission 
on Trade, Economic, Scientific and 
Technical Cooperation began on 
Wednesday to examine the prospects 
for cooperation in the field of electric-
ity including hydropower and renew-

able power projects, “cooperation in 
the field of oil and gas production 
and prospects of energy supply from 
Russia to Pakistan”. The two sides 
are expected to sign on Friday joint 
protocols for future cooperation in 
nine major areas of bilateral interest 
including trade and investment, ag-
riculture, energy, finance, customs, 
industrial cooperation, education & 
science and technology, information 
& communication technologies and 
communications like roads, railways 
and postal services.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: K-Electric has sought 
to refund about Rs10.26 per unit 
charged to its consumers under 
monthly fuel charges during Decem-
ber 2022 involving a negative finan-
cial adjustment of about Rs12.1 bil-
lion in KE’s accounts. The National 
Electric Power Regulatory Authority 
(Nepra) has accepted the KE’s tar-
iff petition under the monthly fuel 
cost adjustment (FCA) mechanism 
and has fixed Jan 30 for a public 
hearing. The regulator would now 
examine the petition on two counts 

— whether the Karachi-based pow-
er utility’s refund estimate was jus-
tified or required a higher refund to 
consumers and whether the com-
pany had followed economic merit 
order while utilising its own and 
external power purchases. The FCA 
for KE has now dropped to the neg-
ative zone for a few months because 
of a more than Rs7 per unit increase 
in nationwide uniform base tariff 
from July 1, 2022 and higher quar-
terly tariff adjustments since then. 
(Agencies)

GUANGZHOU: China’s efforts to get 
more nearly autonomous vehicles 
on its roads have become bogged 
down by growing uncertainty over 
the technology’s near-term profit po-
tential in a challenging environment. 
The country has made significant 
strides in recent years under a na-
tional strategy that prioritises auton-
omous-driving technology. A road 
map released in November 2020 
calls for 20% of all new vehicles sold 
to have Level 4 capabilities – letting 
them operate without a driver under 
certain conditions – by 2030. But an-

alysts are starting to doubt this tar-
get will be met, with some seeing the 
figure as low as 3%, as regulatory is-
sues and profit worries have chilled 
investment and pushed startups to 
seek other ways to bring in revenue. 
(Agencies)
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LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo’s move 
to Al-Nassr could lead to a financial 
windfall for his new club and Saudi 
Arabia, football finance expert Neil 
Joyce told Reuters, as the Portugal in-
ternational gears up for his first game 
in the country since the deal was an-
nounced. Ronaldo was named cap-
tain of Riyadh ST XI — a team made 
up of Al Nassr and Al Hilal players 
— for an exhibition match on Thurs-
day against Lionel Messi’s Paris St. 

Germain. The 37-year-old forward’s 
contract with Al-Nassr is estimated 
by the media to be worth more than 
€200 million ($215.76 million) and 

the deal has drawn a huge amount of 
attention which is likely to offer mon-
etary opportunities, Joyce said. “It’s 
well-publicized the growth of the Al-
Nassr fanbase after Ronaldo joined, 
they went from under a million fans 
to like eight million in a space of like 
10 days,” said Joyce, who is CEO & 
co-founder of CLV Group and advises 
clubs on how best to maximize their 
revenues through engagement with 
their global fanbases. (Agencies)

DUBAI: It’s now week three of the 
Dubai World Cup Carnival and I’ve 
noticed a trend William Buick is not 
always on the winning Charlie Ap-
pleby-trained horse. Amazingly, the 
British Champion Jockey, who rode 
200 winners in the UK in 2022, has 
just one winner at Meydan so far this 
season, and that came on the “good 
thing” Sovereign Prince. Buick’s good 
friend and colleague James Doyle, os-
tensibly the stable number two, has 

ridden four winners, including three 
for Appleby. There’s more to it than 
meets the eye, however. Buick might 
not be riding the best Godolphin 

horse that night, but he might be on 
the best Godolphin horse. Confused? 
Allow me to explain. Plenty of Ap-
pleby’s string are already targeting 
big prizes on Dubai World Cup day, 
March 25, and even at June’s Royal 
Ascot meeting. Buick might not be on 
the one primed to win this week, but 
he could be a horse with a real future 
and wants to get a gauge of their fit-
ness and ability at this early stage of 
the season. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The decision by organizers 
of the ongoing Australian Open to ban 
the display of Russian and Belarusian 
flags by fans has been described as an 
“unacceptable politicization of sports” 
by Russia’s embassy in Canberra. A 
statement from Tennis Australia on 
Tuesday said the decision was made 
following what was described as a 
“courtside incident” which occurred 
during the first round match between 
Ukraine’s Kateryna Baindl and Rus-
sia’s Kamilla Rakhimova on Monday, 
during which some supporters dis-
played the Russian tricolor and vocal-
ly supported the Russian player. Sup-

porters of Baindl, though, said Russian 
fans had been “taunting” the Ukrainian 
player and called for security staff to 
assess the situation. The Russian flag 
was subsequently removed but no 
further action was taken. The scenes 
drew the condemnation of Ukrainian 
women’s player Marta Kostyuk as 
well as the Ukrainian ambassador to 

Australia, Vasily Myroshnychenko, 
who called upon Tennis Australia to 
impose a “neutral flag” policy, and said 
he “strongly condemned” the display of 
Russian colors at the event. In response, 
Russia’s embassy in Australia issued 
a statement online in which it heavily 
criticized the decision to impose a ban 
on the display of the country’s tricolor 
throughout the tournament. “The de-
cision to ban Russian and Belarusian 
flags from appearing onsite at the Aus-
tralian Open is another example of the 
unacceptable politicization of sports,” it 
wrote in a statement distributed on so-
cial media. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Umoja Gibson scored 
22 points and Javan Johnson had 16 
as host DePaul edged No. 8 Xavier 
73-72 on Wednesday night in Chicago 
to end the Musketeers’ 11-game win-
ning streak. The Blue Demons (9-10, 
3-5 Big East) shot 42.6 percent overall 
and 45 percent from long range (9-
for-20) to hand the Musketeers their 
first league loss of the season. Da’Se-

an Nelson’s layup with 28 seconds to 
go put the Blue Demons ahead by the 

final margin. A Jack Nunge desper-
ation shot at the buzzer fell short for 
the Musketeers (though it was ruled 
to be after the final buzzer). Xavier 
(15-4, 7-1) lost for the first time since 
Nov. 27 despite producing four scorers 
in double figures. Zach Freemantle 
(18 points, 12 rebounds) and Nunge 
(16 points, 13 rebounds) both notched 
double-doubles. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Supercoppa Italiana, 
and the bragging rights that go with 
it, went to Inter Milan on Wednesday 
evening in Riyadh. A crowd of just 
over 51,000 inside King Fahd Inter-
national Stadium watched the Coppa 
Italia holders defeat reigning Serie A 
champions AC Milan 3-0 to lift the 
trophy on this, the third occasion the 
showpiece final has been played in the 
Kingdom. This was no mid-season, 

warm-weather friendly. For a start, 
the temperature inside the stadium 
had dipped to chilly 9 degrees Cel-

sius. But more importantly, no derby 
match between these two city rivals is 
ever anything less than fiercely con-
tested — and certainly not when the 
first silverware of the season is on the 
line. The teams came into the match 
with AC Milan sitting in second place 
in the Serie A standings on 38 points, 
nine behind leaders Napoli, and Inter 
in fourth on 37, lagging Juventus only 
on goal difference. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US government’s 
star witness in a corruption trial 
over the broadcasting rights to some 
of soccer’s biggest events testified 
Wednesday how he and two former 
Fox executives paid millions of dol-
lars in bribes to undermine compet-
ing bids. The trial in New York City 

is the latest development in a tangled 
corruption scandal that dates back 
nearly a decade and has ensnared 
more than three dozen executives 
and associates in the world’s most 
popular sport. The witness, Alejan-
dro Burzaco, alleges that he and for-
mer Fox executives Hernan Lopez 

and Carlos Martinez conspired to 
bribe South American soccer offi-
cials for the TV rights to the Southern 
Hemisphere’s biggest annual tour-
nament, the Copa Libertadores, and 
help land broadcasting rights to the 
sport’s most lucrative competition, 
the World Cup. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Make an extra special effort 
on the work front to win over col-
leagues, employers and others who 
can help you develop your plans and 
clear a path to success. Don’t keep 
your big ideas to yourself – the more 
people know about them the better.
– TAURUS: If you make an effort to 
reach out to important people be-
tween now and the weekend you will 
change your world for the better. You 
can also make a big difference on a 
wider social level. Your actions will 
spread like ripples on a pond.
– GEMINI: Good fortune is coming 
your way and you know it. But don’t 
just sit there and wait for it to arrive 
– get out into the world and make 
things happen for yourself. The Sun’s 
imminent change of sign means your 
efforts will not be wasted.
– CANCER: The more you have done 
for other people in recent weeks the 
more they will do for you over the 
next few days, and as you’ve done a 
great deal to help them you can ex-
pect some very good things to occur. 
Enjoy it, you’ve earned it.
– LEO: You may be shocked by what 
you see and hear today but you 
should have seen it coming. Don’t 
be too judgmental though. You have 
made a few ill-considered choices 
yourself in the past, so accept others 

for who and what they are.
– VIRGO: Anyone who tries to limit 
your actions must be told in no un-
certain terms that you will not allow 
them to dictate what you can and 
cannot do. Only you have the right to 
decide where to go and who to work 
with on a daily basis.
– LIBRA: No matter how much friends 
and colleagues try to persuade you to 
change your methods and routines 
you must stick with what you know 
and trust. You have your own ways of 
doing things and if they work for you 
then nothing else matters.
– SCORPIO: You have been hugely 
sociable of late and have met a lot 
of new and interesting people but 
chances are you have spent less time 
with older friends and family mem-
bers who now feel a bit neglected. 
Make it up to them today.
– SAGITTARIUS: You may be tempt-
ed to do something out of the ordi-
nary, maybe even outrageous, to get 
yourself noticed but think carefully 
before you take the plunge. Do you 
really want other people, especial-
ly your rivals, looking too closely at 
what you are doing?
– CAPRICORN: If you throw the dice 
today there is a very good chance 
that your number will come up, but 
don’t get carried away and keep 
throwing after your initial success or 
your gains could quickly disappear 
and then become losses. Quit while 
you’re ahead!
– ACQUARIUS: The Sun’s move into 
your birth sign tomorrow marks the 
start of a wonderful new phase but it 
will be more wonderful still if you let 
go of the past and think only of the 
future. What’s done is done and can-
not be undone. Time to move on.
– PISCES: If you get the urge to act 
on impulse today don’t fight it. This is 
one of those occasions when you can 
afford to throw caution to the wind as 
deep down you know the wind will 
blow you in the right direction – a 
very profitable one.
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Sabalenka rolls past Shelby in the Australian Open

Russian hockey star explains ditching LGBT-themed demonstration

MELBOURNE: Aryna Sabalenka 
showed why she should be taken se-
riously as an Australian Open con-
tender Thursday by powering into the 
third round past a tricky opponent in 
straight sets. The Belarusian swept 
past 51st-ranked American Shelby 
Rogers 6-3, 6-1 in an hour and 27 min-
utes on Rod Laver Arena. The pair had 
clashed twice previously, both last year, 
with Sabalenka edging each — the 
most recent a three-set, 2hr 35min epic 

on hard courts in Cincinnati. “She’s 
such a great player, always tough 
matches against her,” said fifth seed 
Sabalenka. “I expected a great level 

from her. That’s why I said to myself 
to stay focused from the beginning to 
the end and probably that’s why I was 
able to win this one in two sets.” There 
was little between the pair again in a 
54-minute opening set on Thursday 
with only a pivotal eighth game sepa-
rating them. It went to five deuces on 
Shelby’s serve before a rasping cross-
court forehand and a scream of “Come 
on!” from Sabalenka brought up a 
third break point. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Ivan Provorov, the 26-year-
old Russian defender for the NHL team 
the Philadelphia Flyers, has said that he 
opted out of a pre-game warmup which 
paid tribute to the Pride movement 
because it clashed with his religious 
beliefs. Provorov, who has played for 
the NHL franchise since the 2016-17 
season, was absent from his team’s pre-
game skate ahead of a game with the 
Anaheim Ducks as the Flyers celebrat-
ed Pride night by wearing rainbow-col-
ored regalia in support of the LGBT 

community. He subsequently played 
23 minutes in the Flyers’ 5-2 win. The 
uniforms and sticks used in pregame 
warmup were later made available for 

online auction, with the proceeds set to 
be given to charity. Provorov was the 
only player on the Flyers roster who did 
not have any items available for sale. “I 
respect everybody’s choices,” Provorov 
said after the conclusion of the game. 
“My choice is to stay true to myself 
and my religion. That’s all I’m going to 
say.” Provorov’s teammates James van 
Riemsdyk and Scott Laughton have 
been noted supporters of LGBT issues 
and have helped launch local programs 
in support of the movement. (Agencies)

Ten Chinese snooker players charged in fixing probe

Presenter Zainab Abbas falls on boundary 
after fielder crashes into her in SA20

Odermatt bets on downhill breakthrough  
for Kitzbuehel glory

London: Top 20-ranked Zhao Xintong 
and Yan Bingtao were among 10 Chi-
nese players charged with match-fixing 
by snooker s global governing body. All 
10 players, who are currently suspend-
ed from the World Snooker Tour, have 
been deemed to have cases to answer 
by the World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association (WPBSA) follow-
ing the sport s biggest corruption inves-
tigation. An independent disciplinary 
tribunal will now be convened to con-
sider the evidence. The allegations in-
clude manipulating games, approach-

ing players to cheat, betting on snooker 
and fixing a match. The other players 
charged are Liang Wenbo, Lu Ning, 
Li Hang, Zhao Jianbo, Bai Langning, 
Chang Bingyu, Chen Zifan and Zhang 
Jiankang. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Sports presenter Zainab 
Abbas, who is highly popular for her 
charm and cricket expertise, quoted 
beauty with brains during the Pakistan 
Super League (PSL). Recently, she was 
covering the Betway SA20 matches in 
South Africa, and on January 18th at 
Centurion Cricket; she exhibited her 
quick thinking and professionalism. 
During a match at Centurion Cricket, a 
fielder near the presenter attempted to 
catch the ball but unfortunately collid-
ed with her in the process. Despite the 
impact, the presenter quickly regained 
her composure and checked on the 
well-being of her colleague before con-
tinuing to comment on the match. Her 
quick thinking and concern for others 
was admirable to see. Then she joking-
ly says, “It seems we are okay; it seems 
we have rather survived.” Moments lat-

er, Zainab and her colleague are seen 
laughing as she laughs in a chagrined 
manner and says, “It is clearly back 
to you guys in the commentary box.” 
Fans praised her professionalism and 
quick thinking on social media, and 
Zainab also showed a sportsman spirit 
by acknowledging the support with a 
light-hearted comment. Later, sharing 
the video on Twitter, she said, “I’ve sur-
vived, but now I know how it feels! Get 
that ice pack out.” (Agencies)

KITZBÜHEL: Swiss tyro Marco Oder-
matt has yet to win a World Cup down-
hill race, but the runaway leader in the 
overall standings believes he has “two 
good chances” to win in Kitzbuehel. 
Olympic giant slalom gold medallist 
Odermatt s confidence is nothing short 
of brazen given the Streif piste in the 
Austrian resort is widely regarded as 
the most testing on the circuit. “To win 
here is a dream, and to win a down-
hill in general is also a dream,” the 
25-year-old acknowledged. Odermatt 
touched down in Kitzbuehel after two 
impressive podiums on home snow in 
Wengen: a third place in the super-G 

and second in downhill. Seeking back-
to-back World Cup overall crowns, 
Odermatt has won 11 times in the giant 
slalom and six in super-G, but a down-
hill title remains elusive despite eight 
podium finishes including second place 
in Kitzbuehel last season. “I was very 
close to winning last year, then again at 
the start of this season (when he was 
edged into second in Beaver Creek). In 
Wengen last week I was further behind 
Aleksander Aamodt Kilde, but here I 
ll have two good chances.” Odermatt 
added: “Wengen was tough for the 
head and legs. I was tired right through 
Monday but feel better now. (Agencies)

Saudi Arabia set to profit from Ronaldo move, says football finance expert

Charlie Appleby eyes more wins in week 3 of Dubai World Cup Carnival

 Moscow responds to Australian Open flag ban

Top 25 roundup: DePaul ends No. 8 Xavier’s win streak

Inter beat city rivals AC Milan to claim Italian Super Cup in Riyadh

Witness: Bribes helped Fox execs get soccer TV rights
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India accuses BBC of ‘colonial mindset’
NEW DELHI: The Indian Foreign 
Ministry has condemned the BBC 
for broadcasting a “propaganda 
piece” on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The documentary focuses on 
allegations that Modi’s government 
discriminates against Muslims, and 
alleges that the PM may have played 
a role in instigating ethnic riots in 
2002. “Let me just make it very clear 
that we think this is a propaganda 
piece designed to push a particular 
discredited narrative,” foreign min-
istry spokesman Arindam Bagchi 
told NDTV on Thursday. “The bias, 
the lack of objectivity and, frankly, 
a continuing colonial mindset, is 
blatantly visible.” “If anything, this 
film or documentary is a reflection 
on the agency and individuals that 
are peddling this narrative again,” 
Bagchi continued. “It makes us 
wonder about the purpose of this 
exercise and the agenda behind it 
and frankly we do not wish to digni-
fy such efforts,” he concluded. The 
first episode of the BBC’s two-part 
‘India: The Modi Question’ aired on 
Tuesday. Charting the Hindu PM’s 
rise to power with a focus on his 
policies toward India’s Muslim mi-
nority, the series opened with a look 

back at accusations that Modi failed 
to prevent the massacre of hundreds 
of Muslims in 2002. Modi was Chief 
Minister of the state of Gujarat when 
a train carrying Hindu pilgrims was 
assailed by a Muslim mob before 
it caught fire, killing 59 people. A 
wave of retribution followed, with 
Hindus ransacking mosques and 
murdering Muslims. After several 
weeks of rioting, 1,044 people were 
dead, around three quarters of them 
Muslim. While Modi was accused of 
allowing the violence to rage, he was 
cleared in 2012 of any involvement 
following a probe by India’s su-

preme court. The court rejected an 
appeal against Modi’s exoneration 
last year, ruling that the case was 
“devoid of merits” and was filed by 
the family of a deceased opposition 
politician “for ulterior design.” Con-
troversy over the BBC documentary 
drew in British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak, who is of Indian descent. 
Asked on Wednesday to condemn 
“Modi’s involvement in the Gujarat 
massacre” by Pakistani-British MP 
Imran Hussain, Sunak stated that he 
doesn’t “agree at all with the charac-
terization” of Modi that Hussain put 
forward. (Agencies)

EU parliament backs 
tribunal to probe Russia

Scientists discover new 
penguin colony in Antarc-
tica using satellite imagery

One dead, dozens injured in stampede before 
Iraq Gulf Cup final: medics

MOSCOW: The European Parliament 
on Thursday voted in favor of estab-
lishing an international court to probe 
Russia over its conflict with Ukraine. 
Moscow has rejected allegations of war 
crimes in the past and has also said 
such a court would have no legal pow-
er over it. In a non-binding resolution, 
MEPs asked the bloc and its individu-
al member states to create a “special 
tribunal for the crime of aggression 
against Ukraine,” accusing Moscow 
of violating international law. The leg-
islators added that the tribunal would 
“focus on alleged genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity commit-
ted in Ukraine.” “The EU’s preparatory 
work on the special tribunal should be-
gin without delay,” the resolution said.  
Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky 
thanked the parliament for the move. 
“Russia must be held accountable,” he 
tweeted. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said late last month that an in-
ternational tribunal tasked with pros-
ecuting Russia would be rejected by 
Moscow as “illegitimate” and that the 
West has no legal right to establish it. 
He said this in response to European 
Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen proposing a special UN-backed 
court to probe what she described as 
Russia’s “horrific crimes” in Ukraine.

British Antarctic scientists have 
discovered a new emperor penguin 
colony in Antarctica via satellite im-
ages. The newly-discovered colony 
at Verleger Point, West Antarctica, 
consists of around 500 penguins. 
According to researchers, the new 
colony brings the total number of 
known emperor penguin breeding 
sites along the coastline of Antarc-
tica to 66. Emperor penguins colo-
nies are not permanent - one may 
break into two, and some even-
tually disappear altogether. The 
images were made using the Eu-
ropean Commission’s Copernicus 
Sentinel-2 satellite mission and the 
Maxar WorldView3 satellite. The 
Emperor Penguin is the largest of 
all penguins, with a weight of up to 
45 kilograms and a height of about 
1.20 meters. It has colorful feathers 
around its neck and head, with the 
head and back of the body itself be-
ing black and the abdomen being 
white. (Agencies)

BASRA: One person has died and 
scores more injured in a stampede at 
Iraq’s Basra stadium on Thursday. Au-
thorities closed the gates to the stadium 
and an alternative venue was opened 
after the incident left one dead and 
dozens injured Thursday ahead of the 
Arabian Gulf Cup final, medical and 
security sources said. Iraq’s news agen-
cy said Al-Mina stadium was open to 
accommodate the large crowd of fans 
after Basra’s stadium was closed at full 
capacity. Dozens of screens were in-
stalled in public squares across Basra 
to broadcast the final between Iraq and 
Oman. Long banned from hosting in-
ternational football matches, war-torn 
Iraq had been counting on its hosting 
of the Gulf Cup to burnish its image but 
it had already been forced to apologize 
for organizational lapses. Thousands of 
fans without tickets had gathered out-

side the stadium in Iraq’s main south-
ern city of Basra since dawn in the 
hope of watching the final, which was 
due to kick off at 7:00 p.m. (1600 GMT). 
“There has been one death and dozens 
of slight injuries,” a medic said. An inte-
rior ministry official gave the same toll. 
“A large number of fans, many of them 
without tickets, had gathered since first 
light to try to get in,” the official said. 
An AFP photographer inside the stadi-
um said the turnstiles were still closed 
when the stampede broke out. Sirens 
blared as ambulances arrived to ferry 
the injured to hospital. (Agencies)
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Ukrainian refugees  
mistreated in EU country

Russian customs seize 
golden Kalashnikov rifle

KYIV: An investigation conducted by 
a Finnish builder’s union has revealed 
that Ukrainian refugees working on a 
construction site in the northern city 
of Tampere were being significant-
ly underpaid and mistreated by the 
contractor in charge. According to a 
report released by the Finnish Con-
struction Trade Union (Rakennuslii-
to) on Wednesday, Ukrainian builders 
working on the Sulkavuori wastewater 
treatment plant were forced to apply as 
self-employed entrepreneurs instead 
of entering an employment contract. 
Because of this, the union says the 
workers were paid less than half of the 
appropriate rates for the job. Raken-
nusliito found that experienced steel 
fixers at the Sulkavuori site, who were 
pulling 10-hour shifts on weekdays and 
six-hour shifts on Saturdays, were be-
ing paid less than half of the amount 
that would allow them to work as ac-
tual entrepreneurs – around 14 euros 
per hour. However, after service fees, 
insurance fees and pension contribu-
tions, their net salary came to just ten 
euros per hour. Moreover, the inspec-
tion also found that salaries for the 
month of November were only paid 
out in mid-January. It was also unclear 
who was even supposed to pay for their 
work, the union’s contracts expert, 
Toni Malmstrom, said in a statement. 
“Management on-site and the workers 
themselves had different information 
about who pays their wages,” accord-
ing to Malmstrom. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: A gold-plated Kalashnikov 
rifle has been found in the luggage of a 
man traveling from the Russian city of 
Yekaterinburg, the Ural Customs Ad-
ministration reported on Thursday. The 
weapon was discovered by Koltsovo 
airport customs officers, who say that 
the man was trying to smuggle it in a 
weapon gift case through the “green 
corridor” – a customs entrance intend-
ed for travelers who do not have any 
luggage to declare. The passenger was 
flying to Uzbekistan’s capital, Tashkent. 
The owner of the weapon reportedly 
told officials that the rifle was a decom-
missioned model. He claimed the gun, 
which he says was decorated by Zla-
toust craftsmen, was intended as a gift 
for a friend in Uzbekistan. According to 
the customs service, the 7,62mm caliber 
Kalashnikov rifle in question was built 
in 1974 – the same year the model, more 
commonly known as the AK-74, was 
adopted for service in the USSR. The 
gun’s barrel, receiver, sights and mag-
azine were plated in gold and featured 
an intricate weave. The butt and hand-
guard of the rifle were made from pre-
cious woods. The authorities added that 
the price for such a weapon is estimated 
to reach as much as half a million rubles 
or some $7,265. (Agencies)

BELGRADE: The European Parlia-
ment (EP) has adopted a resolution 
calling on Serbia to align with the 
EU’s common foreign and security 
policies (CFSP), especially those 
dealing with sanctions against third 
countries, such as Russia. The EP 
stressed that Belgrade’s candidate 
status obliges it to adhere to the 
EU’s values and rights, while Ser-
bian President Aleksandar Vucic 
believes the bloc to be hypocriti-
cal. The resolution, published on 
Wednesday and based on the an-
nual CFSP report for 2022, stressed 
that it was important that Western 
Balkan countries be brought into 
full alignment with EU policies. The 
document’s authors drew special at-
tention to Serbia’s relationship with 
Russia, its lack of condemnation of 

Moscow’s actions in Ukraine, and 
the “consequences of this relation-
ship in the Western Balkans.” The 
EP insisted that any “new accession 
negotiation chapters” regarding 
Belgrade’s EU membership, should 
only be opened after “Serbia bol-
sters its commitment to reforms 
in the areas of democracy and the 
rule of law.” Serbia was also urged 
to normalize relations with Koso-
vo based on “mutual recognition,” 
and Belgrade was chastised for its 
“continuous pattern of escalatory 
actions.” The EP reiterated its po-
sition that Kosovo’s independence 
is “irreversible” and urged the five 
EU member states that have yet to 
recognize it, Spain, Slovakia, Cy-
prus, Romania, and Greece, to do so 
“with immediate effect.” (Agencies)

ANKARA: Türkiye’s proposed pur-
chase of F-16 fighter jets from the US 
is “not related” to its gatekeeping of 
NATO as Finland and Sweden seek 
to join the US-led military bloc, Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu has insisted. The weapons sale 
would benefit both the US and Türki-
ye, he told journalists on Wednesday, 
after a meeting with US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken in Wash-
ington, DC. Ankara’s acceptance 
of the NATO bids by the Nordic na-
tions was never a “precondition” for 
the sale of warplanes, he added, as 
quoted by the Turkish press. Türki-

ye wants to purchase 40 new Lock-
heed-produced warplanes, as well 
as 79 upgrade kits for F-16s that the 
Turkish Air Force already has in its 
fleet. The request was sent in Octo-
ber 2021, but the multibillion dollar 
deal has opponents in the US Con-
gress. Last week, the administration 
of US President Joe Biden sent an in-
formal notice to lawmakers about its 
intention to go through with the pro-
posed sale. Senator Bob Menendez, 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, is a long-time 
critic of the proposal and has vowed 
to block the deal. (Agencies)

BEIRUT: The Lebanese parliament 
held a session on Thursday in which 
it completed its eleventh attempt to 
elect a new president for the country 
but once again failed to accomplish 
the task. Parliament Speaker Nabih 
Berri did not set a new date for the 
next session. Prime Minister Najib 
Mikati continues to head a caretaker 
government amid political and con-
stitutional problems as the president 

position remains vacant. The Leba-
nese constitution does not stipulate a 
specific mechanism for announcing 
presidential candidacy. MP Michel 
Moawad announced his candida-
cy with the support of the majority 
of the political factions that are op-
posed to Hezbollah. Pro-Hezbollah 
MPs, who have not yet reached a 
consensus on a candidate, cast blank 
votes. (Agencies)

Serbia urged to align with EU

Türkiye denies link between F-16 deal  
and Nordic NATO bids

Lebanese parliament fails to elect president 
for 11th time


