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BRUSSELS: Partially defatted and 
powdered house crickets will offi-
cially be able to find their way to EU 
citizens’ tables starting on January 
24. This comes thanks to a European 
Commission ruling passed earlier this 
month. As per the decision, which cited 
the scientific opinion of the European 
Food Safety Authority, the additive is 
safe to use in a whole range of prod-
ucts, including but not limited to cereal 
bars, biscuits, pizza, pasta-based prod-
ucts, and whey powder. Back in Au-
gust 2021, the European Food Safety 
Authority concluded that “frozen and 
dried formulations from whole house 
crickets” are “safe under the proposed 
uses and use levels.” The officials noted, 
however, that the insects may trigger 
allergic reactions in some consumers. 
EU regulations state that adult crickets 
have to first undergo a 24-hour fasting 
period so that they “discard their bow-
el content.” After that, the insects are 

frozen, washed, thermally processed, 
have their oil extracted, and ground 
into powder. Any foods containing this 
novel additive will have to bear “appro-
priate” labels. On top of crickets, the 
European Commission also approved 
earlier this month the larvae of the 
Alphitobius diaperinus, known as the 
lesser mealworm, for human consump-
tion. While part of traditional cuisines 

in some Asian countries, the use of in-
sects as food is still relatively novel in 
Europe. Proponents insist that insects 
could become a major source of animal 
protein while reducing humanity’s car-
bon footprint. Insect farms are believed 
to be much more eco-friendly than tra-
ditional animal husbandry. Insects are 
also being touted as a more affordable 
alternative to meat. (Agencies)

Insects allowed as human food in EU  Ukraine conflict ‘will soon spread’  Serbian president 

UK utilities pay people to turn off lights

Earth’s inner core may have stopped spinning… 
and could be reversing its rotation

Western allies slap new sanctions on Iran over 
‘brutal repression’

Former FBI agent arrested over ties to Russian tycoon

BELGRADE: Belgrade is facing pres-
sure from the US, EU and NATO 
over Kosovo because of the conflict in 
Ukraine, which is likely to escalate soon, 
Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic 
told the nation on Monday evening. He 
said the West was rewarding the ethnic 
Albanian authorities in the breakaway 
province for their campaign of violence 
against the Serbs. Vucic spoke after 
meeting with the leadership of his rul-
ing party, addressing the “proposal” by 
the West requiring Serbia to accept the 
breakaway province’s membership in 
international organizations – such as 
the UN, EU and NATO – or else. He said 
the document “hardly contains anything 
we would be happy about.” The Serbi-

an president explained that the EU is de 
facto at war in Ukraine, so it wants its 
“back yard” – including Serbia – to be 
brought to heel. His feeling, however, 
was that the conflict “won’t calm down, 
but will only spread.” “You see it now, it’s 
not just Russia versus Ukraine. Soon it 
will spread to other territories. It is up to 
us that our country isn’t among them,” 
he said. Vucic lamented the unwilling-
ness of the West to listen to reason, even 
after it was clear that all recent incidents 
in Kosovo were caused by the ethnic 
Albanian authorities in Pristina. Even 
when the EU acknowledged this, they 
kept rewarding Kosovo, accepting its 
membership application and granting it 
visa-free entry, he added. (Agencies)

LONDON: More than a million UK 
homes and businesses are set to be 
paid to use less energy between 5 and 
6pm local time on Monday as part of 
the National Grid’s Demand Flexibil-
ity Service (DFS), aimed at prevent-
ing blackouts during periods of high 
usage. Customers with any of 26 UK 
energy suppliers can receive a small 
sum for cutting their usage below av-
erage levels during the one-hour peri-
od, National Grid announced on Sun-
day, warning the country was facing 
“tighter than normal” supply margins. 
It is the first time the scheme has been 
implemented since it was announced 
last year, aside from tests. The amount 
received varies depending on how 

much the customer is able to reduce 
their usual usage, with about £3 doled 
out for every kilowatt-hour saved. Es-
timated payouts run between £6s and 
£20. In case additional power is need-
ed, three coal-fired power plants that 
were set to be retired in September 
amid the UK’s green energy transfor-
mation have been placed on standby, 
National Grid revealed on Sunday. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: Researchers have cau-
tioned that their findings aren’t nec-
essarily marking the beginning of the 
end, instead urging that nothing overtly 
“bad” will take place in the near future. 
Seismologists have published a study in 
the journal Nature Geoscience reveal-
ing what they believe to be the reversal 
of the Earth’s inner core, which could 
potentially affect the Earth’s own rota-
tion. In the study, researchers Xi Yang 
and Xiaodong Song of Peking Univer-
sity, believe the inner core has actually 
paused its rotation process after looking 

at data that measured changes in both 
the waveform and travel time of seismic 
waves since the 1960s. While reviewing 
data they found officials determined 
that seismic waves showed little activi-
ty for about a decade until 2009, when 
the “temporal changes in the waveform 
shape simultaneously and consistently 
disappeared,” suggesting it stopped ro-
tating completely. Post 2009, the seismic 
changes further showed that those pat-
terns predating the “pause” returned, 
but that the waves were crossing parts 
of the inner core, suggesting it was now 
rotating in the opposite direction. Song 
and Yang believe the inner core could 
oscillate with a roughly 70-year period-
icity while switching directions every 
35 years or so. Those oscillations, they 
think, could help explain 60 to 70 year 
variations in the length of Earth’s days.

JEDDAH: Western allies on Monday 
slapped a new raft of sanctions on Iran 
over the regime’s “brutal repression” 
of civilian protests. The coordinated 
moves by the US, the UK and the EU 
are the latest response to Tehran’s 
deadly clampdown on unrest since the 
death of young Iranian Kurdish woman 
Mahsa Amini in morality police cus-

tody in September. The new US sanc-
tions target the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps Cooperative Foundation, 
an economic conglomerate established 
by senior Guard officers to manage its 
investments. The US Treasury said the 
foundation was “a wellspring of corrup-
tion and graft” that funded the Guards’ 
military adventures abroad. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Former FBI agent Charles 
McGonigal has been arrested and 
charged with helping Russian billion-
aire Oleg Deripaska evade US sanc-
tions, and taking money to investigate 
one of the tycoon’s rivals. McGonigal, 
a former counterintelligence agent re-
sponsible for investigating Russian “oli-
garchs,” was arrested in New York on 
Saturday, the US Department of Justice 
said in a statement on Monday. McGo-
nigal was detained along with Sergey 
Shestakov, a former Soviet and Russian 
diplomat and court interpreter. McGo-
nigal and Shestakov allegedly provided 
“services” to Deripaska in 2021, while 

the latter was under US sanctions. The 
pair allegedly agreed to investigate a ri-
val Russian businessman in exchange 
for payments from Deripaska, which 
they received through shell corpora-
tions. According to court documents, 
McGonigal earned an initial payment 
of $51,000 and three monthly payments 
of $41,000 for working for Deripaska in 
2021. McGonigal and Shestakov also 
lobbied unsuccessfully to have sanc-
tions against Deripaska lifted in 2019 
and when questioned on their relation-
ship with the tycoon, Shestakov made 
false statements to FBI agents, the Jus-
tice Department claimed. (Agencies)

Ambulance Workers in Northwest England 
Go on Strike Over Pay Raise

US military probes cancer cases  
at nuclear missile base

UK armed forces facing shortfall of 4,000 
troops after 2022 mass resignation

LONDON: Ambulance workers of the 
GMB union will go on strike in the 
North West of England on Tuesday, 
demanding a pay raise amid soaring 
inflation and the rising cost of living. 
“GMB’s ambulance workers are angry. 
In their own words ‘they are done.’ 
Our message to the Government is 
clear — talk pay now,” GMB National 
Secretary Rachel Harrison said. North 
West Ambulance Service employees 
will stage four more protest actions on 
February 6 and 20, March 6 and 20, if 
their demands are not met. In late De-
cember, over 10,000 ambulance work-
ers from the GMB union in England 
and Wales staged protests for the first 

time in 30 years. They were joined by 
paramedics from Unison and Unite. 
According to British media, a total of 
25,000 people went on strike. The UK 
government formally requested mili-
tary assistance to keep the healthcare 
system running during the protest ac-
tion. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US military 
is probing nine blood cancer cases 
among officers who worked decades 
ago at Malmstrom Air Force Base, a 
major nuclear missile site in the state 
of Montana. The investigation was first 
reported by AP on Monday and con-
firmed by Pentagon officials. All of the 
afflicted officers had been serving at 
the silos of the base, home to some 150 
Minuteman III nuclear-tipped intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles, as many as 25 
years ago. The diagnosis in each case 
was non-Hodgkin lymphoma, while 

one of the officers has succumbed to 
the illness. “There are indications of 
a possible association between [this] 
cancer and missile combat crew service 
at Malmstrom AFB,” Lieutenant Colo-
nel Daniel Sebeck said in the slides 
presented at a military briefing earlier 
in January and cited by the news agen-
cy. “Missileers have always been con-
cerned about known hazards, such as 
exposure to chemicals, asbestos, poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, lead and other 
hazardous material in the work envi-
ronment,” he stated. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK armed forces are 
facing a shortfall of 4,000 troops af-
ter over 16,000 military quit in 2022, 
which is the highest staff decrease in 
six years, UK newspaper reported. For 
comparison, only 12,000 were recruit-
ed to the armed forces last year, 5,000 
fewer than in 2021, the newspaper 
reported on Saturday. The mass res-
ignation came against the backdrop 

of numerous complaints from military 
personnel about low pay and poor liv-
ing conditions, including mould, damp 
and ceiling leaks, according to the me-
dia outlet. The situation in the army re-
serve is also deplorable, as only 3,720 
people joined in 2022, while nearly 
6,000 left. The reserves currently have 
25,000 troops, 5,000 short of the target, 
according to the newspaper. (Agencies)

Berlin to send Leopard 
tanks to Ukraine

 FDA mulls yearly  
Covid jabs 

BERLIN: Berlin has changed its 
stance on delivery of Leopard 2 
main battle tanks to Ukraine, final-
ly agreeing to send in the hardware, 
Der Spiegel reported on Tuesday, cit-
ing sources. According to the weekly, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has 
agreed to provide Kiev with enough 
armored vehicles to equip a tank 
company. While the outlet did not 
specify an exact number, a compa-
ny is usually comprised of at least 
16 tanks. The looming delivery is 
expected to involve one of the latest 
variants of the combat vehicle, name-
ly Leopard 2A6 tanks. The tanks in 
question will come from Germany’s 
Bundeswehr stocks, Der Spiegel not-
ed. The Financial Times also report-
ed on Berlin’s decision, citing sourc-
es “familiar with the matter.” Earlier 
on Tuesday, a representative of Ger-
man arms giant Rheinmetall told 
RedaktionsNetzwerk Deutschland 
(RND) news website that the compa-
ny could provide some 139 Leopard 
2 variants to Ukraine, with a batch of 
22 Leopard 2A4 expected to be ready 
in about a year. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US Food and Drug 
Administration is weighing whether to 
recommend annual Covid-19 vaccina-
tions tailored to specific strains, propos-
ing updated shots every year to keep 
up with newly emerging variants. In a 
briefing document published on Mon-
day, the FDA’s Vaccines and Related Bi-
ological Products Advisory Committee 
outlined a new strategy for Covid immu-
nizations, stressing the need to stream-
line its existing recommendations. Set 
to discuss the plan during an agency 
meeting later this week, the FDA com-
mittee said it would consider “simplify-
ing the composition and immunization 
schedules” for coronavirus vaccines, as 
well as updating all shots to target the 
same variants. It compared the plan to 
the strategy long used to combat the flu. 
“Similar to the approach with influenza, 
the global nature of SARS-CoV-2 strain 
evolution warrants a global response 
when evaluating and recommending 
vaccine strain composition changes,” 
the committee said, adding that an as-
sessment of Covid-19 variants should 
be performed ahead of the fall season 
each year. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: After acceptance of res-
ignations of the Pakistan Tahrik e In-
saf’s lawmakers by the Speaker Na-
tional Assembly, the PTI leadership 
was now seemed lamenting their de-
cision as the party has lost its due role 
of becoming part of the constitutional 
process regarding formation of the 
caretaker government in the centre. 
Political and legal experts said the ac-
ceptance of resignations of the last 43 
PTI’s MNAs by the Speaker Raja Per-
vez Ashraf has shattered the hopes of 
PTI leaders to re-enter the National 
Assembly to fulfill their personal 
agenda. With the new development, 
the PTI had lost a golden opportunity 
to nominate a caretaker Prime Min-
ister with the government after com-
pletion of the constitutional tenure of 
the National Assembly. “PTI’s MNAs 
should blame themselves for their 
immature and irrational decision of 
‘tendering uncalled for resignations’ 
from the National Assembly in April 
last year that would further cost them 
politically in the upcoming elec-
tions,” said ANP leader and former 
Minister Wajid Ali Khan while talking 
to APP on Tuesday. He said no jus-
tification was left with PTI’s de-noti-
fied MNAs to protest outside of the 
speaker house for withdrawal of res-
ignations after its acceptance, adding 

the Imran Khan-led party apparently 
wanted to replace MNA Raja Riaz as 
a leader of the opposition. Wajid Ali 
said PTI leadership seemed unnerved 
after the Speaker’s bold decision that 
had been taken in line with the as-
sembly rules and constitution, add-
ing once a resignation was tendered 
by MNA can’t be withdrawn. He said 
the speaker was left with no choice 
but to accept PTI’s lawmakers’ res-
ignations after they turned down his 
several requests to appear one by one 
for verification. On Tuesday, Nation-
al Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz 
Ashraf approved the resignations of 
another 43 lawmakers of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf. Earlier, the resigna-
tions of 70 PTI’s MNAs were accept-
ed in two phases by the speaker, who 
waited for nearly eight months for 
verification of their resignations be-
fore their de-notification by the ECP. 
A total of 131 MNAs of PTI had sub-
mitted resignations minutes before 
the election of Shehbaz Sharif as the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan in April 
last year after the end of Imran Khan 
government through a successful no 
confidence vote by the National As-
sembly. Ikhtair Wali Khan, PML-N 
spokesman KP and former MPA said 
that the treasury benches time and 
again asked the PTI lawmakers to 

return to the national assembly for 
their constitutional role, however, he 
said the PTI made mock of the of-
fer and showed no serious response 
to the government’s offer. “For the 
sake of one person’s ego and stub-
bornness, PTI had first tender resig-
nations from NA and later dissolved 
Punjab and KP assemblies despite 
enjoying two third majority in the 
latter,” he said, adding PTI had disap-
pointed the people of KP and Punjab 
who would take revenge from it in 
upcoming elections. Imran Khan had 
neither fulfilled the promise of con-
structing five million houses nor pro-
vided jobs to 10 million people; he did 
not convert PM and Governor Hous-
es as public sector universities de-
spite his tall pledges, he maintained. 
Ikhtair Wali said PTI had failed to 
deliver in the health sector in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa despite ten years’ rule, 
and had not establish even a single 
hospital in the province, forcing poor 
people to get treatment in private 
hospitals and labs at Dabgari gar-
dens on very high charges. “Imran 
had first criticised the PML-N gov-
ernment in Punjab regarding Metro 
bus and called it a Jangla Bus, but 
later followed the PML-N and started 
the same project in Peshawar at very 
high cost,” he added. (APP)

PTI leadership laments NA resignations, dissolution  
of provincial assemblies

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 237.75 240.25

China Yuan 34.02 34.27

Japanese Yen 2.54 2.58

Saudi Riyal 66.4 67.1

U.A.E Dirham 69 69.7

UK Pound 309 312

Euro 270.5 273

Australian Dollar 174 175.25

Canadian Dollar 186 187.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
166400

Rs. 
152532

Rs. 
145600

Rs. 
124800

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
142700

Rs. 
130807

Rs. 
124863

Rs. 
107025

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 14270 Rs. 13081 Rs. 12486 Rs. 10703

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
404500

Rs. 
370789

Rs. 
353938

Rs. 
303375

DC takes notice of artificial fuel shortage

Isolated rains, snowfall over hills predicted for KP

ECP postpones polling for Tehsil,  
City Councils presiding officers

No shortage of petrol in Peshawar:  
Chairman Tankers’ Association

RPO Malakand orders investigation into 
custodial murder

Floods destroy 235 trout hatcheries in Swat

Needed facilities to be provided at  
local level: Mayor

Power suspension in Peshawar, Mansehra, 
Bannu notified

Tapping youth potential vital for national development By Fakhar Alam

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Peshawar, Shafiullah Khan has 
taken notice of the reports of suspen-
sion of the sale of fuel products and 
conducted late-night raids on petrol 
pumps. On the directives of the DC, 
the officers of district administra-
tion inspected filling stations across 

the district and opened the sale of 
petroleum products, said a press 
release issued on Tuesday. The dis-
trict administration also arrested the 
managers of six filling stations for 
intentionally suspending the sale of 
petrol and diesel and overcharging 
the consumers.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Tuesday predicted that moderate to 
isolated heavy rain with moderate to 
isolated heavy snowfall over the hills 
is likely to occur over Chitral, Low-
er & Upper Dir, Malakand, Bajaur, 
Buner, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, Bat-
tagram, Torghar, Mansehra, Abbotta-
bad, Haripur, Swabi and Khyber dis-
tricts. In the rest of the province, very 
cold, dry and partly cloudy weather 
conditions are likely over rest parts 
of the province. During the last 24 
hours cold and partly cloudy weather 
prevailed over most parts of the prov-
ince, while very cold in upper parts/

hilly areas. However, rain with snow 
over the hills occurred in Kohistan, 
Swat, Chitral, Khyber and Abbotta-
bad districts. Rain Recorded (in mm):  
Pattan 27, Kalam 20, Malam Jabba 14, 
Mirkhani 05, Khyber (Tirah 03), Chi-
tral & Drosh 02 (each) and Kakul 01. 
Snowfall recorded (in inches):  Kalam 
12, Malam Jabba 07, Mirkhani 02, 
Chitral 01 & Drosh Trace. The max-
imum and minimum temperatures 
recorded in centigrade at different 
stations of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were Peshawar City 17/04, Chitral 
04/-1, Timergara  14/02, Dir 05/-1, 
Mirkhani 03/-2, Kalam 01/-06, Drosh  
02/-1.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) has post-
poned the in-house polling for the 
election of presiding officers of all 
Tehsil and City Councils of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa that was scheduled 

on January 25. The in-house poll-
ing has been postponed pursuant 
to the verdict of the Peshawar High 
Court (PHC), said a notification is-
sued by the ECP here on Tuesday.  
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Chairman PSO Tank-
ers Association, Muhammad Irshad 
on Tuesday categorically said that 
there was no shortage of petrol in 
Peshawar and news circulated in this 
regard were totally baseless. Talking 
to the media here, Muhammad Irshad 
said people have nothing to worry 
about petrol availability in Peshawar 
adding there was no need to pay heed 
towards such rumors. He said the dis-
trict has sufficient stock of the petrol 
that was being provided on a regular 

basis to the vehicles. Even though 
the petrol pumps were witnessing 
a rush, however, all the consumers 
were being provided the commodity, 
he added. “We have sufficient stock of 
petrol and more tankers are on way 
to supply petrol to the gas stations in 
Peshawar,” Irshad said. He informed 
that some of the oil tankers were fac-
ing delays in reaching Peshawar how-
ever the situation with regard to the 
availability of petrol was totally under 
control.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Regional Police Offi-
cer (RPO) Malakand, Sajjad Khan 
has ordered investigation into the 
under-custody incident of a youth 
and formed a Joint Investigation 
Team (JIT) for the probe. Accord-
ing to detail, an incident of the 
gruesome killing of a youth under 
custody identified as Obaid had oc-
curred in Police Station Baner, Swat 
district. Taking notice of the inci-
dent, RPO Malakand Sajjad Khan 

formed a JIT headed by SP Investi-
gation (Swat), Shah Hassan Khan, 
said a press release issued here on 
Tuesday. Other members of the JIT 
include SP Lower Swat, Raheem 
Hussain, SP Special Branch Pir Zar 
Badshah, DSP Investigation Afsar 
Zaman, DSP Lower Dir Farooq Jan, 
Investigation Officer (IO) Moham-
mad Anwar, Incharge DSP Swat 
Imtiaz Khan and Technical Team 
Incharge ASI Gohar. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Last year’s floods de-
stroyed 235 hatcheries of trout fish 
in different areas of the Swat dis-
trict, inflicting a loss of around Rs 
1100 million to the business of one 

of the favourite menu items in the 
region, said the President of Swat 
Trout Fish Farm Association, Mut-
awakkal Khan. While talking to me-
dia on Tuesday. He said, the floods 

in Swat, totally destroyed 200 trout 
fish farms and restaurants attached 
to this business while 35 farms sus-
tained heavy damages. He said hun-
dreds of workers of trout fish hatch-

eries were rendered jobless due to 
flood devastations while people as-
sociated with the supply of the fish 
to the other districts also lost their 
jobs. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar, Haji 
Zubair Ali has said that the district 
government would try its best to pro-
vide all basic facilities to the people 
at their doorstep. Talking to a gath-
ering after inaugurating work on 
street drains and pavement of streets 
in Muhallah Muhammad Dad in NA-
31, PK-78 here, he said the provision 
of amenities of life to the people was 
the topmost priority of the district 
government. He said practical steps 
were underway to enhance the living 

standard of the local people adding 
that new BHUs were being construct-
ed to provide healthcare facilities to 
the people at their doorstep. Besides, 
he said embroidery centres were 
being set up on the mohalla level to 
facilitate and train the local women 
for earning a respectable livelihood. 
Residents of the area thanked Mayor 
Peshawar for prioritizing develop-
ment work in their area and appre-
ciated Mayor Peshawar’s services to 
the public. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Elec-
tric Supply Company (Pesco) on 
Tuesday notified that due to the 
maintenance work power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Shahi Bagh Grid Station on 25th 
January from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. resul-
tantly consumers of 11 KV Dilazak 
and Sarbulandpura feeders will face 
inconvenience. It said that power 
supply will also remain suspended 
from 132 KV R.B Turbela Grid Sta-
tion on 25th January from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Sino Hydro 1, 2 feeders will face 

inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 220KV 
Oghi-Mansehra Transmission Line 
on 25th January from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. resultantly consumers of 132 
KV Oghi and Battal11 KV feeders 
will face inconvenience. The power 
supply will also remain suspended 
from 220 KV Bannu Grid Station on 
25th January from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
due to which the consumers of 132 
KV Mir Ali, Maran Shah, Razmak 
and 66 KV Kuram Ghari grid con-
nected with 11 KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Notwithstanding the 
country’s economic and agricultural 
resources, Pakistan’s population was 
growing at a rapid pace, thus deplet-
ing the job opportunities in govern-
ment, private, agriculture and indus-
trial sectors. Being the second most 
populous country after Indonesia in 
Muslim world and fifth in the globe, 
Pakistan’s population had swelled to 
a record 207.68 million with a high-
est 2.4pc growth rate from 1998 to 
2017 including 106.3 million male 
and 101.3 million females besides 64 
percent youth, exerting enormous 
pressures on the country’s socio-
economic and agriculture resourc-
es. According to the 2017 National 
Population Census, 40.3percent of 
the country’s population comprised 
young population aging from 15 
to 29 years while only 3.7 percent 
were 65 years old and above. The 
experts predicted that the youth pop-
ulation was likely to double in 2050 
for which thousands of employment 
opportunities would be required in 
the government and private sectors.  
“Unemployment mainly caused by 
shabby economy, population bulge, 
energy crisis and flawed education 
system in Pakistan was likely to 
reach 8.50 percent by next year if 

population grows at the same pace 
and pragmatic measures were not 
taken for economic and industrial 
revitalization,” said Professor Dr  
Muhammad Naeem Khan of Swabi 
University while talking to APP. Dr 
Naeem while citing a report of an in-
ternational trading economics model 
said that the unemployment rate in 
the country remained 4.35pc in 2021 
against 4.30pc in 2020, showing 0.05 
pc increase. Alike, the unemploy-
ment rate is estimated to reach 6.20 
percent in 2022, 6.40 percent in 2023 
and 8.50 percent in 2024 in Pakistan 
in the wake of floods and overpop-
ulation. In such a situation, he said 
the national poverty rate was likely 
to jack up by 4% points, thus pushing 
an additional 9.1 million people into 
poverty, especially in the wake of last 
year’s devastating floods that ma-
rooned over 33 million people and 
inflicted USD 40 billion losses to Pa-
kistan’s economy. According to Paki-
stan National Human Development 
Report 2017,  about 39 out of 100 
youth were employed including 32 of 
them male and seven female and 57 
of 100 youth including 16 male and 
41 female were neither working nor 
seeking jobs while about 94 percent 
do not have access to a library and 93 

percent lacks access to sports facil-
ities. The report revealed that every 
year around four million youth enter 
the working age and if the existing 
trend of unemployment continues, 
then over 900,000 new jobs would 
be required in the next five year for 
youth. Ikhtair Wali, Pakistan Muslim 
League-N KP Spokesman and for-
mer member provincial assembly, 
said that five major initiatives were 
launched by the present government 
for economic empowerment of youth 
under the Prime Minister’s Youth 
Development Program to contain 
unemployment. Besides the provi-
sion of 20,000 internships for young 
engineers and diploma holders, he 
said that 75 national top talent schol-
arships for master’s and PhDs in 25 
top universities, the establishment 
of 250 mini sports complexes, youth 
transformation plan for 20 under-de-
veloped districts and raising of inno-
vation support fund were announced 
to tap potential of the youth. He said 
a ‘youth sports league’ was being 
launched for emerging players of 
cricket and football aged 15-25 in 
all provinces, GB and Azad Kashmir. 
Under the landmark PM’s youth busi-
ness and agriculture loans program, 
he said business loans were being 

provided through 15 commercial, Is-
lamic and SMEs banks, adding there 
was no markup on Rs5 million loans, 
only a five percent mark on Rs5 mil-
lion to Rs1.5 million loans and sev-
en per cent interest on loans above 
Rs7.5million benefiting youth ageing 
from 21 to 45 years. “I have set up 
my electronic business after avail-
ing PM’s loan facility,” said 25-year-
old Wisal Khan, a young electrician 
from Pabbi Nowsher a while talking 
to APP. He said the loan was being 
provided on easy terms and condi-
tions and youth of KP can also take 
advantage of the facility by establish-
ing their own business and standing 
on their own feet. Ikhtair Wali con-
tinued that technical education and 
vocational training to 50,000 youth 
and apprenticeships to 25,000 youth 
would be provided besides paid in-
ternship to fresh and post graduates 
students while about Rs 20 billion 
scholarships were awarded to talent-
ed and deserving students. He said 
the size of the federal development 
budget was Rs 1 trillion during the 
Nawaz Sharif Government in 2018 
which was reduced to Rs550 billion 
by the PTI government that had bad-
ly affected youth and sports projects 
in the country including KP. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

-Your Source for Alternate News-
3Editorial & Opinion Wednesday 25 January 2023

We have stepped into 2023 with a horrible food crisis. The number 
of people in the world affected by hunger increased in 2020 un-
der the shadow of the COVID-19 pandemic. Between 720 and 811 
million people in the world will face hunger in 2020. Around 660 
million people may still face hunger in 2030, in part due to lasting 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on global food security. The UN 
has tried to prevent world hunger by investing in the agriculture 
industry and also correcting the trade between the countries. The 
world food programme is saving lives by delivering food and assist-
ing people in need. However, one-third of the food we produce goes 
to waste. It is like buying five bags of food and leaving behind two. 
Are you one of those pick-perfect-product people? The consumer 
demand for flawless fruits and vegetables has led major grocery 
chains to buy only the most glossed perfectly ripe produce from 
farmers. This leads to tons of perfectly good food going to waste. 
People should start reusing food or give the food to someone in 
need because I think they will be happy for a fresh meal. For ex-
ample, if you are unable to eat the food, wrap the food and put it in 
the fridge so that later on you can eat it. Some small scale farmers 
face a huge disadvantage of big food companies is that the big food 
companies overpower them and the small scale farmers do not get 
a chance to sell their products in the market so the government 
should establish fair trading. Lands should be loaned to farmers so 
they could cultivate their food and sell them in the market. Govern-
ment should provide more machinery to the farmers and also give 
free education to farmers who have a lack of experience. This could 
increase the production of food. Food waste should be prevented 
and parents should take strict measures to educate their children 
and the government should make a rule against all restaurants 
that the food should not be wasted. Although going out to lunch or 
grabbing a meal from your favorite restaurant may be enjoyable, 
it is also costly and can contribute to food waste. A helpful way to 
save money while reducing your carbon footprint is to bring your 
homemade lunch. If you are likely to produce leftovers from home-
cooked meals, pack them up for a satisfying and healthy lunch next 
day. If you find less time in the morning, smartly pack your left-
overs in portion-sized containers. This habit will keep you fed with 
nutritious food and also save money. By thinking more about the 
food your household wastes every day, you can help create positive 
change to conserve some of the earth’s most valuable resources.

Wasting food

The government is considering 
slapping a Windfall Tax on the 
profits of the banking sector in the 
range of 50% to 70% similar to the 
one used in the West, which im-
posed the same tax on energy com-
panies. “Different proposals are 
under consideration for imposing 
the Windfall Tax on profits earned 
by the banking sector. A fixed tax 
rate from 50% to 70% is expected 
to be slapped for getting revenues 
out of the lofty profits earned by 
the banks,” Umair Zeb the tax an-
alyst, told the publication. Howev-
er, sources in the Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) said that the pro-
posal is yet to be approved by the 
government though Finance Min-
ister Ishaq Dar had hinted in his 
press briefing on Wednesday that 
the government would move ahead 
with the Windfall Tax on the bank-
ing sector. The government is as-
certaining the exact levels of wind-
fall profits extracted by the banking 
sector through recent currency 
manipulation. The policymakers 
may slap a tax at a rate whereby 
there is no threat of choking the 

banking sector. The tax officials 
who are working on this proposal 
studied the Windfall Tax imposed 
by the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Italy, Australia, and other coun-
tries whereby the energy compa-
nies had earned lofty profits in the 
aftermath of the Russia-Ukraine 
war, so the respective governments 
had imposed the Windfall Tax to 
generate revenue. Even the Biden 
administration in the USA had 
threatened to impose Windfall Tax. 
The recent energy crisis across Eu-
rope as a result of COVID-19, poor 
market decisions, and the Ukraine 
war has pushed energy prices to 
an all-time high. Countries across 
Europe were moving to build up re-
serves in the face of restricted gas 
supplies to minimize the effects of 
a cold winter. At the same time, 
some governments were even con-
sidering country-wide blackouts 
and energy rationing to ensure 
that, at the very least, there was 
enough gas to heat homes. “The 
government expects that in case 
of imposition of 50% to 70% fixed 
tax rate on lofty bank profits, the 

government can fetch Rs25 to Rs35 
billion revenue generation,” said 
one official. On the proposed Flood 
Levy, the government might grant 
an exemption on the import of ba-
sic food items and raw materials of 
essential or life-saving drugs. The 
levy could be in the range of 1% to 
3% on all other imported items. It is 
estimated that the government can 
fetch Rs60 billion in the remain-
ing six months of the current fis-
cal year 2022-23. Sources said the 
government will prefer the Flood 
Levy because it will not become a 
part of the Federal Divisible Pool 
(FDP) under the NFC Award for 
distribution among the provinces, 
so the collected money will only be 
used by the federal government. 
On the other hand, the FBR seeks 
to meet the annual tax collection 
target of Rs7,470 billion for the 
current fiscal year and has so far 
collected Rs3,428 billion in the first 
six months (July-Dec) period. Now 
the tax authorities will have to col-
lect Rs4,042 billion to materialize 
the desired tax collection target by 
June 30, 2022.
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 Windfall tax on the banking sector 
— By Muhammad Umair Zeb (Finance and Tax Analyst)

SO, finally Maryam Nawaz is return-
ing back, probably in a bid to re-launch 
and revive the anti-establishment and 
anti-judiciary narrative – a storyline 
which has already been hijacked by 
Imran Khan. For a party, which is fac-
ing a deep crisis of narrative, such an 
attempt is not unusual. But it all de-
pends upon the quantum of power 
shown at her arrival. Will the PML-N, 
an increasingly divided and demor-
alized party, be able to hold a “grand 
welcome reception” for Maryam? Fac-
tually speaking, the PML-N camp does 
not seem to be confident enough on 
this matter. With PPP discreetly trying 
to woo electables in Southern Punjab 
and Balochistan, and Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaaf keeping its target audi-
ence continuously engaged through its 
political gimmicks, Pakistan Muslim 
League-N appears to be in complete 
disarray. Ever since the current polit-
ical crisis was kicked off in February 
last year, the PML-N has been facing 
a pathological erosion of its influence 
along with gradual weakening of its 
organizational network at the grass-
root level. The Punjab Assembly saga 
has blatantly exposed this disarray and 
decay in the PML-N. A strange kind 
of idiosyncrasy and purposelessness 
has enveloped the PML-N leadership, 
which has been reduced to a dispirit-
ed and ineffectual club of oldies. The 
shocking trounce of the PML-N in the 
Punjab Assembly, owing to the deep 
fissures within the Sharif family, must 
have come as a bitter reality-check for 
the party elders who have been squab-
bling to define the contours of the pow-
er centres within the party for the last 
one year. The power struggle between 
Hamza Shahbaz and Maryam Nawaz 
is taking its toll on the overall facade of 
the PML-N. In view of the track record, 
it is expected that, instead of learning 
any lesson from their mistakes and 
realigning their ranks to find a work-
able formula to steer the party out of 
the existing quagmire of despondency, 
both –unofficial- factions of the PML-N 

would inversely intensify their drift 
through blame-game and finger-point-
ing. There are three major dilemmas 
with the PML-N. One, the party has 
not yet been able to understand and 
acclimatize itself with the implications 
of the rise of social media on politics 
in last one decade. Two, the party has 
never tried to learn from the past mis-
takes and to unlearn the threadbare 
and outdated methodology of power 
politics that has drastically morphed 
due to the changing socio-econom-
ic paradigms across the globe. And 
three, the party has not been able to 
devise a counter-narrative to out com-
pete Imran Khan’s narratives. Media 
is rife with rumours about intense 
dissonance between Mian Nawaz 
Sharif and PM Shehbaz Sharif on al-
most every key issue – including the 
continuation of Ishaq Dar as Finance 
Minister, handling of flailing economy, 
distribution of power within the party 
structure as well its re-engagement 
with the party’s support base.  The ab-
sence of Hamza Shahbaz during the 
vote of confidence vote in the Punjab 
Assembly is reflective of his growing 
indifference towards the party affairs 
– probably after the recent accentua-
tion of Maryam Nawaz as the Chief 
Organizer and Senior Vice President 
of the PML-N, which has also report-
edly pushed some senior leaders to 
form another pressure group against 
the dynastic tendencies of the Sharifs. 
In the last one year, there have been 
very few instances when both cous-
ins appeared publicly together. While 
their party was engaged in high-octane 
squabble with the PTI and PML-Q on 
the question of the fate of the Punjab 
Assembly, both preferred to remain 
abroad and run the show through their 
proxies which further augmented the 
prevailing confusion and pessimism 
in the local leadership. The inability to 
preempt and muffle the ongoing awk-
ward conflict between Dar and Miftah 
and failure to properly manage the 
Punjab theatre have further highlight-

ed the aggravating leadership crisis 
within the PML-N. The failure of the 
local leadership that included heavy 
weights like Rana Sanaullah, Khawaja 
Asif, Saad Rafique and Ataullah Tarar, 
who were bragging loudly about the 
PTI’s inability to manoeuvre Punjab 
ASSEMBLY’s arithmetic in its favour 
in the vote of confidence, has raised 
pricking questions about the unabated 
attrition of the PML-N’s ability to with-
stand and challenge the ruthless and 
brutal media campaign of Imran Khan 
in the coming days. In the last one year, 
the PML-N leadership has neither 
been able to counter Imran Khan’s nar-
rative, nor has come up with any pow-
erful narrative to keep their vote bank 
intact. The PML-N is no match to the 
PTI when it comes to the effective uti-
lization of the social media platforms. 
In the last one year, despite being per-
sistently cornered by the highly inci-
sive social media campaign of the PTI, 
there is complete apathy in the PML-N 
camp on this matter. They have not yet 
learned any lesson from their failures. 
The droopiness of the PML-N leader-
ship is accentuating with each passing 
day. The Punjab fiasco has a seriously 
demoralizing effect on the supporters 
of the PML-N. The problems are multi-
plying for the party. Ishaq Dar appears 
to be utterly clueless how to shove the 
economy towards calm waters and the 
wedge between two cousins is also get-
ting deeper, with no hope of any respite 
in the coming days. There is no plan 
in the pipeline to re-organize the par-
ty at the grass-root level. A complete 
disconnect between the leadership and 
the voters is very much evident. But the 
problem is that there are no concrete 
or specific efforts by the leadership to 
address this disengagement. The Pun-
jab fiasco has further aggravated the 
descending glumness in the PML-N 
camp, which is now finding itself in-
creasingly on the back-foot. Maryam’s 
return will play a decisive role in the 
party’s future direction.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Disarray in the PML-N and return of Maryam
— By Dr Imran Khalid

Former Prime Minister Shahid Kh-
aqan Abbaasi, Senior Vice-President 
of the PML(N) may well have differ-
ences with PML(N) supremo Mian 
Nawaz Sharif about the role of the 
latter’s daughter Maryam in the party, 
but he was forthright in his call for the 
judiciary to right wrongs done to Mian 
Nawaz in removing him from office, 
convicting him and sending the him to 
jail. Mr Abbasi, was addressing a press 
conference in Quetta on Sunday along 
with other speakers of the ‘National 
Dialogue on Re-imagining Pakistan’ 
seminar the day before. He managed 
to make a very deep observation: the 
establishment does not consist solely 
of the military, but requires the judi-
ciary on board, as well as the civilian 
bureaucracy, and not giving passive 
approval, but actually actively partici-
pating. The military becoming neutral 
only addresses part of the problem. 
The revelations now being made about 
how the COAS, Gen Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa, and the DG ISI, Lt Gen Faiz Ha-
meed, helped Imran Khan become PM, 
and then maintain himself in office, 
show that it was not the military alone 
to blame for the ‘hybrid regime’. If the 
military did not have to impose mar-

tial law, it was because other organs 
of government were cooperating with 
it, not with the elected government. 
There is no easy solution to this. Gen-
eral Bajwa, when his second tenure 
was ending, did say that the military 
was now neutral, but similar protesta-
tions of neutrality have not been made 
by any other organs of state, and nor 
are they needed. Instead, a thorough 
investigation must be made, and the 
heads of all those organizations which 
have overstepped their constitutional 
limits must be brought to book. Until 
that is done, there is no other means of 
bringing interference to an end. There 
is no point making changes in the laws 
or even the Constitution. As bitter ex-
perience has shown, laws and con-
stitutional provisions are ignored by 
individuals who want to get their own 
way, or smooth the path of someone 
who wants his. Only a desire to obey 
the law, a desire backed by the fear 
of punishment, can act as a barrier to 
the kind of extraconstitutional misad-
venture that has afflicted the country 
four times in the past, and has taken 
it down unfortunate hybrid sidelanes.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Who makes up the establishment?

Quality of Pakistan’s health-
care  
Because of the complexities and im-
portance of collaboration in health 
care, the current quality assurance 
system in Pakistan must undergo 
major modification. A quality man-
agement system, often known as 
a QMS, is a collection of policies, 
processes, written procedures, and 
records that outline the internal reg-
ulations that will control how a busi-
ness creates and distributes a firm 
product or service to consumers. The 
benefits of ISO 9001 cannot be em-
phasized; enterprises of all sizes have 
successfully implemented this stan-
dard, resulting in cost savings and 
improved revenue. Many low- and 
middle-income countries have devel-

oped their own national certification 
standards and accreditation systems 
to regulate and improve the quality 
of healthcare services. The degree to 
which health services provided to in-
dividuals and organizations enhance 
the likelihood of desired health out-
comes while staying consistent with 
current professional knowledge is 
referred to as healthcare quality. In 
light of the foregoing, some of the 
particular challenges for Pakistan’s 
healthcare quality initiatives include 
the absence of an integrated nation-
al standard, policy, and procedure on 
healthcare quality and patient safety 
as well as a national healthcare certi-
fication system. Pakistan’s healthcare 
system consists of 919 hospitals, 288 
tuberculosis treatment facilities, 905 

maternity and child health facilities, 
5334 basic health units and subhealth 
centers, 560 rural health centers, and 
4712 dispensaries. The Pakistani 
health-care Healthcare quality is de-
scribed as the degree to which a per-
son’s or population’s access to health 
services improves the likelihood of 
desired health outcomes and is con-
sistent with professional knowledge 
at the time of the service’s provision. 
Health care is one of Pakistan’s most 
corrupt sectors, according to Trans-
parency International surveys, and 
general polls reveal that the majority 
of Pakistanis are dissatisfied with the 
health services they receive.

– Yashwa Ayub
– Lahore

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) on Tuesday an-
nounced to continue offering dif-
ferent scholarships and fee conces-
sion schemes to deserving students 
across the country. AIOU, as a 
prestigious national educational in-
stitution is striving hard to provide 
quality educational facilities to the 
Pakistani population and particular-
ly its underprivileged and margin-
alized strata located in the far-flung 

areas of the country.  In this regard, 
AIOU is providing scholarships, fee 
concession and financial assistance 
schemes so that no one is deprived 
of education owing to a lack of fi-
nancial resources. It is pertinent to 
mention here that the university is 
playing its due role in the process of 
national progress and development 
by providing free matriculation edu-
cation to the people of Baluchistan, 
merged districts (former FATA) and 

GB. Moreover, AIOU has decided to 
continue offering different scholar-
ships and fee concession schemes 
to prisoners, transgenders, drop-
out girls and children of martyrs. 
To utilize these schemes, deserv-
ing candidates are required to con-
tact their respective regional offices 
to get admission to the programs 
offered during the ongoing first 
phase of the spring 2023 semester.  
(Agencies)

Entire power system fully restored in wee 
hours: Khurram

Int’l Education Day: NA Speaker stresses for 
provision of quality education

NDMA, WB to form working group for collaborative 
framework on climate-resilient communities

Ex AJK President Gen Rtd Anwar Khan (late) 
remembered

ANF recovers 2618 grams drugs in two  
operations; arrests three

Customs seize smuggled almonds, tyres,  
NCP car worth Rs 11 million

Rs. 240,566,109 utilized to cater catastrophic health 
expenditures of deserving patients during 2021-22

PMNH generates grand revenue through  
visitors of galleries in year 2021-22

Farmers need to be well-informed about modern 
agricultural sciences: ADC Headquarters

Punjab Benevolent Fund releases various grants

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Power 
Division Engineer Khurram Dastgir 
on Tuesday said that the entire pow-
er system was fully restored at 5.14 
am across the country. Addressing 
a press conference here, the min-
ister said despite restoring the sys-
tem, there would be a shortage of 
electricity for the next two days as 
the nuclear power plants required 
48-72 hours to start supplying elec-
tricity to the system. Similarly, the 
coal power plants required around 

48 hours for synchronization, he 
said. He said yesterday one unit of 
each Sahiwal and Engro Coal Power 
plant has also started work. There 
would be a shortage of electricity for 
the next 48 hours and limited pow-
er load-shedding would be carried 
out, he added. However, he made 
it clear that industrial consumers 
would be exempted from the pow-
er load-shedding as per the poli-
cy of the incumbent government. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National 
Assembly, Raja Pervez Ashraf on 
Tuesday stressed the need for the 
provision of quality education for all 
in Pakistan.  In his message on the 
eve of International Education Day 
being held today (Tuesday), he ex-
tended the warmest greetings to all 
educators, students, and families in 
Pakistan and around the world.  Ed-
ucation is the foundation of any soci-
ety and is essential for the develop-
ment of individuals and nations, he 
added. Today, he said we celebrate 
the power of education to transform 
lives and build a more peaceful and 
prosperous world. As the Speaker 
of the Pakistan National Assembly, 
“I am proud to note that Pakistan 
has made significant progress in ex-

panding access to education over the 
years. However, there is still a long 
way to go to ensure that every child 
in Pakistan has the opportunity to 
receive a quality education”. “Educa-
tion is a matter of life and death for 
Pakistan. The world is moving so fast 
that if we do not educate ourselves 
today, we will be left far behind” - 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah. I urge all stakeholders, includ-
ing government, private sector, and 
civil society to continue working 
together to ensure that every child 
in Pakistan has access to education. 
On this International Education 
Day, let us rededicate ourselves to 
this noble cause and work togeth-
er to build a brighter future for all.” 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Disas-
ter Management Authority (NDMA) 
and World Bank on Tuesday agreed 
to form a working group to chalk 
out a collaborative framework for 
building climate-resilient com-
munities in Pakistan. The World 
Bank’s team for Pakistan called on 
Chairman NDMA, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Inam Haider Malik here, said 
a news release issued here. They 
discussed the various aspects of di-
saster management system in view 
of recent floods and sustainable 
disaster risk reduction models to 
protect vulnerable communities. 
The Chairman NDMA highlighted 
the transformative idea of an artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)-based Nation-
al Emergencies Operations Centre 
(NEOC) at NDMA as a leading fo-
rum for managing, collating and 
disseminating critical information 

pertaining to disaster predictions, 
early warnings and preventive mea-
sures and generating Common Op-
erating Picture for preparedness of 
all relevant departments for proac-
tive response and simulation exer-
cises in advance.  He also informed 
the visiting team about the creation 
of the National Institute of Disaster 
Management (NIDM) as the Nation-
al think tank on the emergencies’ 
spectrum which would be mandated 
to create a collage of national uni-
versities and international organi-
sations for researches and studies 
on climate change and disaster risk 
management in Pakistan. He em-
phasised on conducting training 
programs for emergency respond-
ers and volunteers along with main-
tenance of their database for their 
active engagement in the future 
during an emergency. (APP)

MIRPUR: Adviser to Ex-AJK Prime 
Minister Hameed Shaheen Alvi said 
on Tuesday that the late President 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Maj-
Gen Rtd Sardar Mohammad Anwar 
Khan was a man of history. In his 
conversation with youth attending 
the soyam ceremony of the late 
President Maj-Gen Rtd Sardar Mo-
hammad Anwar Khan, Alvi said that 
the welfare of the masses always 
occupied a central place in his mind 
and heart; General Anwar Khan was 
people’s devoted personality and 
served all with large-heartedness 
showing no personal preferences 
but demonstrated always magna-
nimity, the former Adviser asserted.

His name will be remembered as a 
practical strategist having longer 
eyes on the future scene-scape of 
the country, region, and internation-
al affairs, by dint of sheer devotional 
hard work he attained the covetous 
higher position in Pakistan Army 
and later as President of AJK. The 
soyam ceremony was devoted to 
Quran Khwani and collective dua 
for the uplifting of the soul of the 
late President whose social and mil-
itary roles are outstandingly high-
marked 0 in the eyes of the people 
at large. Several prominent political 
personalities from various parts of 
AJK also participated in the well-at-
tended ceremony. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting two 
counter-narcotics operations seized 
2618 grams narcotics and arrested 
three accused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here on Tuesday. 
He informed ANF in an operation at 
Islamabad International Airport re-
covered 618 grams heroin and nine 
heroin-filled capsules from the pos-
session of a Sharjah-bound passenger, 

resident of Karachi going on flight no 
PK-181. He informed that in another 
operation conducted near Faizabad 
Bus Stop, ANF recovered over two kg 
charras from secret cavities of a car 
and rounded up two accused residents 
of Rawalpindi and Muzaffarabad. The 
spokesman said that separate cases 
have been registered against the ac-
cused while further investigations are 
under process. (APP)

MULTAN: The staff of Anti-Smug-
gling Organization (ASO), Customs 
Multan, detained a truck carrying 
smuggled almonds and tyres in 
Multan and a non-custom-paid car 
in Sadiqabad, customs officials said 
on Tuesday. ASO staff stopped a 
Mazda truck, LES-4061, loaded with 
smuggled tyres and California-or-

igin almonds. Exactly 120 cartons 
of almonds valuing Rs 4.5 million, 
20 tyres of size 11/20 valuing Rs 
1.5 million, and a truck valuing Rs 
4 million were taken in custody. 
Meanwhile, ASO staff also detained 
a Suzuki Alto car bearing registra-
tion, AHW-734, model 2015, valuing 
Rs 1.5 million. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social Safety 
has utilized Rs. 240,566,109 to cater 
the catastrophic health expenditures 
of deserving patients under Tahafuz 
Program through twelve empanelled 
hospitals across the country during 
the year Fiscal year 2021-22. Ac-
cording to an official source, Taha-
fuz Program is a Public Sector De-
velopment Program (FY-202I-2024) 
demand-driven initiative designed to 
protect the extremely poor from cat-
astrophic health expenditures. Taha-
fuz Program is providing healthcare 
services across Pakistan to the pa-
tients in its empanelled public sector 
hospitals irrespective of geograph-
ical limitations and domicile. The 
program is also providing healthcare 
assistance to the poor who fall un-
der the pre-defined eligibility criteria 
primarily based on BISP or Nation-

al Socio-Economic Registry Poverty 
scores i. e. PMT. During the Fiscal 
Year 2021-22, a total amount of Rs. 
46,200,000 has been utilized under 
the Tahafuz initiative by providing 
health services to deserving patients 
in Islamabad Capital Territory. Rs. 
47,176,180 has been utilized to ca-
ter the medical needs of the patients 
through three hospitals in Punjab 
while Rs. 5,038,441 has been utilized 
in treating patients through four 
hospitals in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
A total of Rs. 130,747,501 has been 
utilized for patients in Sindh through 
a hospital in Gambit, Sindh while 
Rs. 7,172,222 has been utilized for 
the patients in Balochistan through 
providing treatment in two hospitals 
in Quetta. In Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, a total of Rs. 4,231,765 has been 
utilized for the patients through a 
hospital in Muzaffarabad. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Museum 
for Natural History (PMNH) has 
generated a grand revenue of Rs 
6,398.755 million during the year 
2021-22, through visitors of its gal-
leries. The visitors were 86,587 in to-
tal, including 102,085 students and 
658 foreigners during the time peri-
od. According to an official source, 
16 technical reports were prepared 
for the field surveys and baseline 
studies of floral and faunal diversi-
ty in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa(KP) 
merged districts under the ‘10 bil-
lion Tree Tsunami (BTTP)’ project. 
The collections made were 10,783 
specimens including the flora, fau-
na, rocks and fossils from across the 
country. Some 33,111 specimens or 
samples of plants, animals, rocks, 
minerals and fossils were curated 
during the stipulated time period. 
The cataloging of 21,193 specimens 
was done and 7,695 samples were 
also digitized. The scientific divi-
sions published 51 research papers 

in the reputed scientific journals. As 
many as 12 officers were appoint-
ed in Grade-17 and above along 
with ten in Grade-16 and below in 
the reporting period while 12 of-
ficers were promoted in Grade-17 
and above along with nine in BS-
16 and above. PMNH which is the 
only Natural History Museum in the 
country was established in 1976 as 
an attached organization of the PSF, 
Ministry of Science and Technology, 
which has four principal divisions 
namely Botanical Sciences Division, 
Earth Sciences Division, Zoological 
Sciences Division and Public Ser-
vices Division. First three scientific 
divisions are engaged in the col-
lection, identification and research 
activities pertaining to plants, ani-
mals, fossils and mineral resources 
of Pakistan, while the fourth one is 
responsible for mass education and 
popularization of natural history 
through various displays, exhibits 
and dioramas. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Headquarters Sa-
meera Rabbani on Tuesday said that 
the farmers and landowners should 
be well-informed about modern ag-
ricultural sciences, so that the target 
of better production of crops could 
be achieved. She said that concrete 
steps should be taken to achieve 
better production of wheat in partic-
ular. These views were expressed by 
her while presiding over the district 
agricultural advisory committee and 
task force meeting held in the com-
mittee room of the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) office. Deputy Director 
of Agriculture Extension Hafiz Mu-
hammad Shafiq, Assistant Director 
of Agriculture Muhammad Ashfaq, 
officers of Water Management, Pest 

Warning, Irrigation, Livestock, and 
other related departments were 
present on this occasion. The Ad-
ditional DC Headquarters said that 
the landowners and farmers should 
be well-aware of the scientific tech-
niques of high production of wheat 
and its competitions, so they could 
actively take part in it. The meeting 
was also informed about the subsi-
dy given by the government to them. 
She said that the sale of fertilizers 
and agricultural equipment should 
be ensured at fixed rates. Depu-
ty Director Agriculture Extension 
Hafiz Muhammad Shafiq said that 
16 cases had been registered in the 
police stations against the violators, 
and a fine of Rs.1,387,000 has been 
imposed on them.(APP)

LAHORE: On the orders of Om-
budsman Punjab Maj (retd) Azam 
Suleman Khan, the Punjab Benev-
olent Fund has released overdue 
educational scholarships, farewell, 
marriage and burial grants worth 
Rs 3.14 million to 59 applicants of 
various districts. A spokesman for 
the office of the Ombudsman Pun-
jab reported this in a statement is-
sued here on Tuesday. In a separate 
development, the local government 
& community development depart-
ment (LG&CD) devised standard 
operating procedures for all union 
councils to ensure foolproof safety 
of public records, the spokesman 
stated. The step had been taken 
on a complaint of a Lahore-based 

woman who approached the om-
budsman’s office to declare the 
fake divorce certificate null and 
void. The ombudsman Punjab took 
strict notice of it and directed the 
secretary local government & com-
munity development department 
to constitute an investigation com-
mittee and take measures to se-
cure safety of public data and civil 
registration statistics stored in the 
government system could not be 
illegally altered, the spokesman 
said. Meanwhile, an inquiry com-
mittee had proposed to the Federal 
higher education commission that 
irregularity of admissions in un-
approved courses should be moni-
tored. (APP)

IRSA releases 54,800 
cusecs water

Police arrest 12 kite sellers 
with 1185 kites

Bid to smuggle 90 wheat 
flour bags foiled

Police arrest four POs 
wanted in different cases

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) Tuesday released 
54,800 cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 40,600 cusecs. 
According to the data released by 
IRSA, the water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1496.50 feet, 98.50 
feet higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow in the dam was re-
corded as 14,700 cusecs while the 
outflow as 28,900 cusecs.  The water 
level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1126.30 feet, which was 76.30 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,050 feet. 
The inflow and outflow of water were 
recorded each as 7,200 cusecs. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa, Guddu and Sukkur was recorded 
as 27,500, 35,200, 19,700 and 7,100 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 11,500 cusecs of 
water was released at Nowshera and 
7,200 cusecs were released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police on the directives of City Police 
Officer, Rawalpindi Syed Shehzad 
Nadeem Bukhari are conducting 
raids in different areas of the city 
and managed to net 12 kite sellers on 
recovery of 1185 kites and 17 kite fly-
ing string rolls, said a police spokes-
man here on Tuesday.  He informed, 
Rattaamral, Pirwadhai, Gungmandi, 
R.A.Bazar, Civil Lines and Morgah 
police conducted raids in their re-
spective jurisdiction and arrested 
Wajid, Farooq, Akhtar, Wajid, Zubair, 
Saeed, Habib, Faizan, Zubair, Zee-
shan, Suleman and Zeeshan and re-
covered 1185 kites and 17 kite flying 
string rolls from their possession. 
Divisional Superintendents of Police 
directed the police teams to accel-
erate operations against kite sellers 
and flyers.  Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Operations Rawalpindi said 
that strict action in accordance with 
the law would be taken. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Department 
Rawalpindi and district police in an 
operation here on Tuesday foiled 
a bid to smuggle wheat flour and 
seized 90 bags. According to a dis-
trict administration spokesman, the 
authorities of the food department 
along with Taxila police conducted a 
raid and rounded up a driver namely 
Syed Umar and Bilal on recovery of 
90 wheat flour bags. He said the Food 
Department Rawalpindi and district 
police on the directives of the author-
ities concerned were strictly monitor-
ing all the exit points of Rawalpindi 
district to foil wheat and flour smug-
gling bids. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Police here 
on Tuesday arrested four proclaimed of-
fenders (POs) wanted in different cases. 
According to a police spokesman, Civil 
Lines police managed to arrest two ac-
cused namely Nasir and Bilal, wanted in 
an attempt to murder case. In another 
raid, Civil Lines police also rounded up 
an accused namely Abdul Aziz wanted 
in a case. New Town Police conducted a 
raid and netted a PO, Ghulam Murtaza 
wanted in a case registered in 2021. He 
said that Rawalpindi district police were 
taking stern action in accordance with 
the law against the lawbreakers, adding, 
the operations would continue and all 
the POs would be sent behind the bars. 
SSP Operations, Rawalpindi directed 
the police officers to accelerate ongoing 
operations against POs and most want-
ed criminals. (APP)

AIOU announces scholarships for deserving students
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Saudis in Makkah can now rent out their housing units to Hajj pilgrims
ISLAMABAD: The Pilgrims’ Hous-
ing Committee at the Makkah May-
oralty announced that it has started 
receiving requests from citizens to 
rent out residential units to accom-
modate the Hajj pilgrims. The com-
mittee called on owners of all res-
idential units, who wish to rent out 
their housing units to accommodate 
the pilgrims, to contact immediately 
the designated engineering offices 
to complete the procedures for is-
suing permits for their residential 
units in this regard. The mayoralty 

stated that it would continue re-
ceiving applications from citizens 
over the coming period. “There are 
a number of engineering consulting 
offices accredited by the mayoral-
ty and the Civil Defense to inspect 
the pilgrims’ housing units to verify 
whether they fulfilled the terms and 
conditions stipulated in the regula-
tions, and issue a fitness certificate 
accordingly. “On the basis of this, the 
Pilgrims’ Housing Committee will is-
sue permits for the housing units to 
accommodate the pilgrims,” it said. 

The committee urged the citizens to 
contact it to know about the speci-
fied terms and conditions to facili-
tate the issuance of permits for using 
their housing units to accommodate 
the pilgrims, Saudi Gazette reported. 
The mayoralty called on all building 
owners wishing to rent them to ful-
fil all the requirements, as well as all 
the safety and security elements re-
quired to be provided, in accordance 
with the regulations regarding con-
struction and safety requirements.
(Agencies)

PM regrets inconvenience faced by nation due 
to major power outage

Punctuality of trains improves from 63 to 80 pc

Zardari, Bilawal condemn attempt on son of 
Sardar Latif Khosa’s life

President appoints four senate members of 
Federal Urdu University

PPP president hails CM appointment

A funeral prayer for martyred police head  
constable offered

Deadline given to 10 private schools  
for arranging buses

AC visits healthcare centers to inspect facilities

Minister for Narcotics Control commissions AVS for operations

RDA issues notices to three marketing companies

Motorway Police helps in reuniting lost retail items

Kashmiris to observe Black Day on January 26

Renowned singer, actress Ghazala Rafique  
remembered on 46th death anniversary

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday expressed 
his regret over the inconvenience 
suffered by the general public as a 
major power outage hit the country 
on Monday. “On behalf of my gov-
ernment, I would like to express 
my sincere regrets for the inconve-
nience our citizens suffered due to 
power outage yesterday,” he posted 
on his Twitter handle. A major pow-

er breakdown was reported in the 
country due to variation of frequency 
of the national grid, the Ministry of 
Energy said. The prime minister, who 
formed a high-level inquiry commit-
tee on the matter, said responsibility 
of the power breakdown would be 
fixed. “On my orders, an inquiry is 
underway to determine reasons of 
the power failure. Responsibility will 
be fixed,” he said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The overall punctu-
ality ratio of passenger and freight 
trains has improved from 63 to 80 
percent owing to close monitoring by 
Pakistan Railways at divisional and 
ministry level. “With the improved 
punctuality of trains and concrete 
measures taken by the present gov-
ernment in last nine months, the 
number of passengers have increased 
by over 20 million, which is ample 
proof of the department’s achieve-
ment,” an official in the Ministry 
of Railways told APP. He said the 
punctuality of passenger trains, was 
around 60 percent during the tenure 
of previous government of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf. “It is now improv-
ing day-by-day under the leadership 
of Minister for Railways Khawaja 
Saad Rafique”, he added. The official 
said the present government had tak-
en several steps to end the deficit of 

department, including introduction 
of RAABTA an initiative towards en-
hanced customer facilitation. “RAAB-
TA platform lets customers plan the 
trip, check train status, choose seat, 
purchase seat, order car rental, meals 
and refreshment, and book hotels,” 
he added. To facilitate passengers, he 
said a mobile application Pakrail live 
has been launched for real time track-
ing of trains. The official said the high 
capacity/high speed hopper trucks 
had been inducted in the current fleet 
for swift movement/unloading of coal 
and “new high capacity high speed 
rolling stock coaches and wagons are 
being procured.”  He said the online 
E-Ticketing through Jazz Cash, UBL 
Omini and credit cards was intro-
duced to facilitate passengers at their 
doorstep and to attract more passen-
ger through outsourcing of non-core 
activity. (APP)

KARACHI: Former President Asif 
Ali Zardari and Chairman of Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP) and For-
eign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
condemned an attempt on the life 
of Sardar Latif Khosa’s son Balakh 

Sher Khosa, here on Tuesday. They 
said that the culprits involved in the 
attack should be arrested immedi-
ately. They also prayed for the early 
recovery of the Balakh Sher Khosa.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Tuesday approved the ap-
pointment of four members for the 
Senate of Federal urdu University 
for Arts, Science and Technology. 
As per details shared by the Presi-
dency, Shahid Shafiq has been ap-
pointed as Senate member from the 
Society of Federal Urdu University. 

Prof. Dr. Sarosh Hashmat Lodhi, 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Khalid Anees 
and Prof. Dr. Tanveer Khalid have 
been appointed as Senate members 
from the teaching department. The 
president made the appointments 
under Article 48(1) of the Constitu-
tion, Rules of business and the Uni-
versity Ordinance. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: PPP’s divisional 
president of Dera Ghazi Khan, Asif 
Khan Dasti hailed the appointment 
of Mohsen Naqvi as the new Punjab 
CM and pinned hope that the latter 
would take drastic steps to resolve 
the masses’ problems. Flanked by 
the president of the District Bar 
Association, Husnain Raza, he said 
that the people of the country were 
struck by stunning inflation that 
crippled their lives to a compro-
mising situation. He said the new 
CM must be well aware of people’s 

problems, thus evolving a coherent 
policy to fix them on a priority basis. 
He appealed to CM Punjab to create 
multiple points across the division 
for a smooth supply of cheap flour to 
the deserving masses. He expressed 
his resolve to turn the province into 
PPP’s citadel and get an astonish-
ing victory in the upcoming gener-
al election. He said People’s Party 
would succeed to make a coalition 
government with Bilawal Zardari 
being elected as the next PM of the 
country.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: The funeral 
prayers of a police personnel who 
was martyred by unknown miscre-
ants within the limits of Daraban 
police station were offered at Ejaz 
Shaheed Police line here. According 
to a police spokesman, a police head 
constable-Gul Baran was martyred 
when he was coming home from 
a mosque in the Mallah Khel area 
when unknown miscreants sprayed 
him with bullets at night on Monday. 
The funeral was offered with full 
official protocol and honour which 
was attended by a large number of 

policemen, Pak-Army officers, fami-
ly members, and relatives of the de-
ceased. The smartly turned-out con-
tingent of police presented a salute 
to the martyred cop. A floral wreath 
was laid on the coffins of the mar-
tyred policeman. Among the nota-
bles were Regional Police Officer(R-
PO) Muhammad Saleem Marwat, 
Station Commander Brigadier Mu-
hammad Rashid and District Police 
Officer(DPO) Muhammad Shoaib, 
SP FRP Arif Khan Wazir, SP CTD 
Iftikhar Ali Shah and DSPs Kulachi, 
city, Cantt, headquarters.(APP)

LAHORE: Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Ali gave a deadline of 
30 days to ten private school own-
ers to arrange buses for students, 
otherwise, Rs 20,000 will be fined. 
He issued orders during a hearing 
of private school owners who were 
issued show-cause notices by the 

chief executive officer (CEO) educa-
tion under the anti-smog campaign 
at his office here on Tuesday. The 
deputy commissioner said arrange-
ments of buses for students would 
be helpful to controlsmog and or-
dered the CEO Education to ensure 
compliance of the orders.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Assistant 
Commissioner (AC) Aneeq Anwar 
on Tuesday visited several health-
care centers here at Paharpur tehsil, 
and inspected the facilities being 
provided to public there. According 
to the district administration, on di-
rectives of Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Qaiser Khan, AC vis-
ited these centers to ensure quality 
healthcare facilities for citizens at 

their doorstep. During the visit, the 
AC checked attendance of staff be-
sides taking stock of medicines and 
vaccines stock and inquired about 
relevant matters from the staff on 
duty. He directed the relevant staff 
to ensure their presence on a daily 
basis to provide best healthcare fa-
cilities to people as part of the dis-
trict administration’s efforts to ex-
tend relief to people. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Minister for Narcotics 
Control, Nawabzada Shazain Bug-
ti has commissioned Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) Vigilance Squads (AVS); 
a swift, smart and service-oriented 
modern proactive mobile patrolling 
unit, for operations aimed at coun-
tering drug prevalence around edu-
cational institutions, community cen-
tres and public transport terminals 
in urban areas. The AVS in the first 
phase would operate in Islamabad, 
Rawalpindi, Lahore and Karachi. The 

Minister during his visit to ANF Head-
quarters was briefed about the per-
formance of the Force. Chief of Staff 
ANF, Brig. Riffat Ali Khan presented a 
comprehensive review of ANF’s per-
formance for the year 2022. Shazain 
Bugti was received by Director Gener-
al (DG) ANF Major General Muham-
mad Aneeq Ur Rehman Malik, HI(M). 
Secretary of the Ministry of Narcotics 
Control, Ms Humaira Ahmed was also 
present on the occasion. Performance 
appraisal encompassed efforts un-

dertaken in a drug supply reduction, 
drug demand reduction, international 
cooperation and training domains. To-
tal drug seizures by Inter-Agency Task 
Force (IATF) in 2022 summed up to 
227.2 metric tons, out of which ANF 
seizures were 116.2 metric tons, with 
ANF share amounting to 51. 1% of 
complete IATF seizures. By accounts 
of drug make and type, ANF seizures 
of plant-based drugs were 79.986 
metric tons (68.95% of seized drugs). 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Devel-
opment Authority (RDA) on the di-
rectives of Director General (DG) 
Muhammad Saif Anwar Jappa has 
issued notices to three marketing 
companies, namely Sky Marketing, 
Ghafari Marketing and Wirasat.
com for running advertisement cam-
paigns of illegal housing schemes 
and directed the same to stop promo-
tional campaigns of those housing 
projects which were not approved 
by the authorities concerned. Ac-
cording to RDA spokesman, the Met-
ropolitan Planning and Traffic En-
gineering (MP&TE) Directorate of 
the RDA issued notices to the above 
mentioned marketing companies for 
running advertisement campaigns 
of illegal housing schemes. He said 
the DG had directed the authorities 
to take action against the rules vio-
lators. The promotion of the housing 
schemes which were not approved, 
was illegal under 46(1) of Punjab 

Development Authorities Private 
Housing Scheme Rules-2021, he 
added. He informed that RDA only 
allows marketing and advertisement 
of those projects which get the tech-
nical approval under rule 24(3) of 
the Punjab Development Authorities 
Private Housing Scheme Rules-2021. 
“Unless a project gets No Objection 
Certificate from RDA, it could not 
be declared as an approved or legal 
project. The marketing companies 
which were issued notices were mis-
leading the public through advertise-
ments and they were investing in il-
legal housing schemes”, he said. He 
informed that the owners of the mar-
keting companies were warned that 
they should not become part of the 
illegal activity otherwise legal action 
would be taken against them. The 
spokesman said the DG had directed 
the authorities to take action in ac-
cordance with the law against illegal 
housing schemes. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Highway 
and Motorway Police (NHMP) west 
zone Tuesday located the lawful own-
er of lost retail items with the help of 
social media. The NHMP on Wednes-
day discovered the items during a 
routine patrol on the Makran Coast-
al Highway and immediately took to 
social media to search for the person 

who had lost them. The person was 
quickly located and retrieved his be-
longings. The individual expressed 
their gratitude to the NHMP for their 
prompt actions and the senior offi-
cials of the department praised the 
officers involved for their resource-
fulness and dedication to serving the 
public. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Kashmiris all across 
the globe would observe India’s Re-
public Day on January 26 as Black 
Day with the objective to give a clear 
message to the world community 
that they reject the occupation of 
their motherland by India. The call 
for observing Black Day was given 
by the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC) and has been support-
ed by many pro-freedom parties in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK). Chairman 
APHC, Masarrat Aalam Butt in his 
message from the infamous Tihar 

jail has appealed to Kashmiris living 
in IIOJK and the world over to mark 
this day as Black Day. He said since 
India was involved in war crimes 
against humanity in the occupied 
territory so it has no right to claim 
itself to be a democracy. Meanwhile, 
urging Kashmiri masses to observe 
India’s Republic Day as Black Day, 
senior APHC leader Nayeem Ahmed 
Khan said that the fascist country 
that had usurped the fundamental 
rights of Kashmiris has no justifica-
tion whatsoever to celebrate republic 
day. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Renowned artist 
Ghazala Rafique was remembered 
on her 46th death anniversary here 
on Tuesday. She was a gifted sing-
er and actress. Ghazala Rafiq’s real 
name was Balqis Ansari. She was 
born in 1939 at Qanbar Ali Khan, 
Sindh to a scholarly and literary fam-
ily. Since childhood, she became in-
terested in reading, writing and sing-
ing. Ghazala’s talents were noticed 
by the then renowned broadcaster, 
Z. A. Bukhari and on his request she 
recorded songs for Radio Pakistan’s 
Karachi Center in 1957. She also 

hosted several urdu programmes of 
Radio Pakistan in which ‘Subah Dam 
Khawer Darwaza e Khula’ became 
very popular among the listeners. 
She received her musical training 
from Amrao Bandu Khan and Mas-
ter Muhammad Ibrahim and also act-
ed in a Sindhi film. She also starred 
in lead role in director Abdul Karim 
Baloch’s first Sindhi serial Zeenat for 
Karachi Television. Some of her re-
nowned dramas include, Men Kaun 
Hoon, Aye Ham Nafso, Akhiri Mom 
Bati, Mirza Ghalib, Pat Jhar kay 
Baad, and Gudiya Ghar. (APP)

Man killed in  
bus-rickshaw collision

Gang of dacoits busted

Fine imposed on ten 
food points

Three-member dacoit 
gang busted

SARGODHA: A man was killed 
when a speeding van collided with 
a rickshaw on Sargodha-Lahore 
Road near here on Tuesday. Police 
said Muhammad Habib of Chak No 
99 SB was traveling on a rickshaw 
when a rashly driven bus hit it. As 
a result, he died on the spot. Police 
handed over the body to the family 
and also registered a case against-
the bus driver.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Local police 
have busted a gang of criminals 
wanted in 40 cases of looting peo-
ple after they withdrew cash from 
banks, police spokesman said on 
Tuesday. According to Police the ac-
cused arrested as the ring leader Im-
tiaz Alias Blackberry, and two gang 
members Mustaqeem and Noor, the 
accused were wanted by Rahimyar 
Khan, Multan, Muzaffargarh and 
other districts’ police in over 40 
cases. The accused used to target 
people after they would come out 
of banks and would deprive them 
of valuables and cash at gunpoint. 
Police spokesman Waseem Khan 
Gopang said, the ring leader Imtiaz 
was also involved in the murder of 
a man and his son as he considered 
them police informers. DPO Ahmad 
Nawaz Shah has announced cash 
awards and cash awards for SHO 
City Iftikhar Malkani and his team. 
(APP)

SARGODHA: The Punjab Food Au-
thority (PFA) on Tuesday imposed 
fine on ten food points and three 
milk-carrying vehicles in the divi-
sion. According to the PFA officials, 
food safety teams headed by Deputy 
Director (Operation) Shahbaz Sar-
war checked hotels, bakeries and 
food units besides imposing a fine 
of Rs 125,000 on them. Meanwhile, 
food safety teams also imposed Rs 
9,000 fine on three sub-standard 
milk- carrying vehicles. Separately, 
the PFA also discarded 97-liter cold 
drinks, 85-liter adulterated milk, 
6-kgsweets and 5-kg ketchup. The 
teams also issued 72 notices to food 
points overviolations of rules. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: The police have 
arrested a three-member gang of 
robbers involved in looting money 
from people outside banks after they 
had withdrawn cash. According to 
the police spokesman, Waseem Go-
pang on Tuesday, the outlaws were 
wanted in more than 40 crimes of 
similar nature in different districts, 
including Muzaffargarh, Multan 
and Rahim Yar Khan. The suspects 
had succeeded to escape police ar-
rest a month ago after looting a cit-
izen at gunpoint outside a bank in 
the jurisdiction of the City Police 
Station, he added. (APP)
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Real estate future forum kicks off with $2.7bn worth of deals signed

China offers Sri Lanka 2-year moratorium on debt

 India to make more iPhones – minister

Geely plans to turn London black cabs maker into EV powerhouse

 Ukraine conflict to cost Germany 4.5% of GDP – DW

Honda to create division to speed up electrification development

Saudis backed taking Tesla private before backpedaling, says Musk

Thai villagers sue Star Petroleum over oil spill

RIYADH: Real estate deals worth 
more than SR10 billion ($2.66 billion) 
were signed on the opening day of an 
industry gathering in Saudi Arabia. 
The cooperation memorandums and 
agreements were inked at the second 
edition of the Real Estate Future Fo-
rum in Riyadh, which is being held 
from Jan. 23 to 25. The deals were fo-
cused on real estate development and 
construction techniques, and the es-
tablishment of four investment funds 
to develop commercial, tourism and 

residential projects. The event was 
opened by the Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and Housing Ma-
jed bin Abdullah Al-Hogail, who used 

his inaugural speech to emphasize 
the importance the real estate sector 
has in the government’s development 
plans for the economy, according to 
the Saudi Press Agency. He said that 
the forum will deal with 10 strategic 
areas, including the role of regions, 
governorates, ministries and secre-
tariats in harmonizing the empower-
ment of the real estate sector, and re-
gional efforts and their impact on the 
growth of the real estate sector in the 
region. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: The Export-Import 
Bank of China has offered Sri Lanka 
a two-year moratorium on its debt 
and said it will support the country’s 
efforts to secure a US$2.9 billion loan 
from the International Monetary 
Fund, according to a letter reviewed 
by Reuters. India wrote to the IMF 
earlier this month, saying it would 
commit to supporting Sri Lanka with 
financing and debt relief, but the is-
land nation also needs the backing 
of China in order to reach a final 

agreement with the global lender. 
Regional rivals China and India are 
the biggest bilateral lenders to Sri 
Lanka, a country of 22 million peo-
ple that is facing its worst economic 
crisis in seven decades. According to 
the letter, the Export-Import Bank of 

China said it was going to provide an 
extension on the debt service due in 
2022 and 2023 as an immediate con-
tingency measure based on Sri Lan-
ka’s request. At the end of 2020, Chi-
na Exim bank had loaned Sri Lanka 
US$2.83 billion which is 3.5% of the 
island’s debt, according to an IMF 
report released in March last year. 
“You will not have to repay the prin-
cipal and interest due of the bank’s 
loans during the above-mentioned 
period,” the letter said. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Apple is looking to scale 
up its manufacturing in India as the 
iPhone maker continues to move its 
production away from China, Com-
merce and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal said on Monday. The tech giant 
wants India to account for up to 25% 
of its production, up from the current 
5% to 7%, according to Goyal, who 
called Apple “another success story” as 
he talked up the advantages of doing 
business with the world’s fifth-largest 
economy. He didn’t specify when Apple 

wants to meet the target but noted that 
“they launched the most recent models 
from India, manufactured in India.” 
Last year, Apple began production of its 

flagship iPhone 14 in India. It was the 
first time the tech giant had produced 
its latest model in India so close to its 
launch. Apple has been manufactur-
ing iPhones in the Asian country since 
2017, first with Wistron and later with 
Foxconn, the main assembler of iP-
hones, in line with the Indian govern-
ment’s push for local manufacturing. 
India’s Information Technology Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw tweeted on Mon-
day that Apple’s exports from India hit 
$1 billion in December. (Agencies)

COVENTRY: China’s Geely is planning 
a big investment to turn the maker 
of London’s iconic black taxis into a 
high-volume, all-electric brand with a 
range of commercial and passenger ve-
hicles, executives at the unit told Reu-
ters. London Electric Vehicle Company 
(LEVC) also aims to expand its suite of 
services, which include cars arranging 
their own maintenance and recognis-
ing their owner’s interests to help them 
book activities. “We need a developed 
product portfolio. We need to make big 

investments in terms of the technology 
and infrastructure,” LEVC chief exec-
utive Alex Nan said at the taxi mak-
er’s headquarters in Coventry, central 
England. “Geely will make consistent 
investments into LEVC because this is 

a very unique project.” LEVC builds a 
hybrid taxi model that starts at around 
£66,000 (US$81,500), which has a bat-
tery providing 103 km of range and a 
petrol range-extender giving it a total 
range of over 483 km. The company’s 
business was hit hard by the pandemic 
and it laid off 140 staff in October. Nan 
said LEVC and Geely would seek to 
attract other investors to its zero-emis-
sion portfolio and would look to part-
ner with other carmakers to develop 
new technology.

SAN FRANCISCO: Elon Musk testified 
on Monday that he was sure he had 
backing from Saudi financiers in 2018 
to take Tesla Inc private, but said the 
fund later backpedaled on its commit-
ment. At a trial in San Francisco federal 
court, Musk told the investors’ lawyer 
Nicholas Porritt that he met on July 31, 
2018, with representatives of Saudi Ara-
bia’s sovereign wealth fund, the Public 
Investment Fund, at Tesla’s Fremont, 

California, factory. Musk acknowledged 
he did not discuss a takeover price with 
representatives of the Saudi fund, but 
said they made clear they would do 

what it took to make a buyout happen. 
“PIF unequivocally wanted to take Tes-
la private,” he testified. Musk subse-
quently said that Yasir Al-Rumayyan, 
governor of the fund, later backpedaled 
on the commitment to take Tesla pri-
vate. “I was very upset because he had 
been unequivocal in his support for tak-
ing Tesla private when we met and now 
he appeared to be backpedaling,” Musk 
testified. (Agencies)

KYIV: The ongoing conflict in 
Ukraine will cost Europe’s largest 
economy €175 billion ($190 billion) 
this year, which equates to €2,000 
per inhabitant, Deutsche Welle re-
ported on Monday, citing a report by 
the Institute of German Economics 
(IW). Authors of the study compared 
the current situation to an imagi-
nary scenario in which there was 
no military operation in Ukraine or 
problems related to it, such as sky-

rocketing energy prices, spiraling in-
flation and supply disruptions. They 
calculated that the real loss to the 
German economy from the conflict 
in Ukraine will be as high as 4.5% of 
the GDP next year. The study point-
ed out that the outbreak of hostilities 
in Ukraine coincided with an already 
difficult economic situation in Ger-
many. The economists pointed out 
that the country’s federal develop-
ment bank KfW had already warned 

of a threat to prosperity in Germany 
due to a lack of qualified personnel 
and insufficient productivity growth. 
In 2020, Germany recorded a loss of 
about €175 billion, another €125 bil-
lion in 2021, and almost €120 billion 
in 2022. The expected €175 billion in 
losses this year brings the total dam-
age to the country’s economy be-
tween 2020 and 2023 amid Covid-19 
and the conflict in Ukraine to €595 
billion, the report said. (Agencies)

TOKYO (Reuters) - Honda Motor Co 
said on Tuesday it would create a new 
division in a bid to strengthen and 
speed up its electrification business 
as part of an overhaul of its organi-
sational structure. In changes effec-
tive April 1, the new division would 

consolidate the Japanese automaker 
s electrification strategy and devel-

opment of automobiles, motorcycles 
and power products such as gener-
ators, it said in a statement. Honda 
last year laid out a target to roll out 
30 electric vehicle (EV) models glob-
ally and produce about 2 million EVs 
a year by 2030. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Hundreds of Thai villag-
ers and small business-owners have 
filed lawsuits for damages worth 5 
billion baht against Star Petroleum 
Refining (SPRC), PTT Global Chemi-
cal and government agencies over an 
oil spill, a law firm representing the 
complainants said today. The law-
suits allege a lack of maintenance of 
an underwater oil pipeline owned by 
Star Petroleum, which last January 
leaked an estimated 50,000 litres of 

oil into the ocean, said Rising Sun 
law firm, which is representing the 
group of 837 complainants. Some of 
the oil reached the shoreline of the 
eastern province of Rayong, causing 
damage to the local environment 
and tourism. Rising Sun law firm 
said the lawsuits also included com-
plaints over failure to deal with the 
leak and excessive use of dispersant 
to clean up the water. Separate suits 
were filed against Thai government 

agencies to speed up rehabilitation of 
the Rayong ecosystem and pressure 
Star Petroleum Refining and PTT 
Global Chemical to set up a rehabil-
itation fund for villagers worth 5 bil-
lion baht. Star Petroleum said in an 
e-mail that it has provided 337 mil-
lion baht in relief for 12,361 people 
so far and that it could not comment 
legal cases. PTT Global Chemical did 
not immediately respond to a Reu-
ters request for comment. (Agencies)

Oil Updates — Crude mixed; Guyana in talks 
with Qatar, UK, UAE and India on oil blocks

Italy reveals timeline for cutting off Russian gas 

Japan issues financial crisis alert as BOJ tries  
to control rates

Two energy giants, two green projects: one 
double-booking in North Sea

IMF agrees on talks with Pakistan  
for ninth tranche of loan

RIYADH: Crude oil prices remained 
mixed in Asian trade on Tuesday amid 
hopes of a fuel demand recovery from 
top importer China, although concerns 
about a slowdown in the US economy 
capped gains. Brent crude was down 10 
cents to $88.09 per barrel at 08.20 a.m. 
Saudi time after rising to a session high 
of $88.36. US West Texas Intermediate 
crude rose 2 cents to $81.64 per barrel 
after climbing to $81.88 earlier in the 
session. President Joe Biden will veto 
a bill by US House of Representatives 
Republicans on the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve if it passes Congress, En-
ergy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said 
on Monday. In a letter last week, Gran-
holm warned Republicans that limiting 
the Democratic president’s authority to 
tap the nation’s oil reserves would un-

dermine national security, cause crude 
oil shortages, and raise gasoline prices. 
“He will not allow the American peo-
ple to suffer because of the backwards 
agenda that House Republicans are 
advancing” Granholm, speaking to re-
porters at a White House briefing, said 
of Biden. The bill, called HR21, would 
prohibit the energy secretary from tap-
ping the SPR without producing a plan 
to increase oil and gas leasing on feder-
al lands — unless the release is for a se-
vere oil supply emergency. (Agencies)

ROME: Italy will completely end its de-
pendence on Russian gas in the winter 
of 2024-25, the head of state-owned 
energy giant Eni, Claudio Descalzi, an-
nounced on Monday. Speaking during 
a visit by Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni to Algeria, he confirmed that 
Rome is pushing for further expansion 
of cooperation with the North African 
country as part of the plan to wean it-
self off Russian gas. Descalzi noted 

that two years ago, Algeria supplied 
Italy with about 21 billion cubic meters 
(bcm) of natural gas. Now the num-
bers have increased to 25 bcm, and 
next year, Rome plans to boost imports 
of gas from the African country to 28 
bcm. The head of the energy group said 
that the figures will grow even higher in 
2024 and 2025, adding that “we annual-
ly update the agreements on volumes.” 
Earlier, Descalzi claimed that Italy will 
phase out up to 80% of Russian gas, or 
about 17.6 bcm, in 2023. It is expected 
that during the current visit, Eni and 
Algeria’s state-run Sonatrach will sign 
an agreement on the expansion of gas 
deliveries to Rome. According to some 
media outlets, volumes of energy sup-
plies could surge to 35 bcm annually. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s Finance Minister 
Shunichi Suzuki issued a warning 
that country s finances were getting 
more fragile as markets question the 
ability of the central bank to maintain 
ultra-low interest rates that would al-
low the government to cover its debt. 
Near-zero bond rates have benefited 
the government but recently bond 
investors have pushed to breach the 
0.5% BOJ restriction on 10-year bond 
yield as inflation has reached 41-year 
highs and is now twice the central bank 

s 2% objective. Suzuki s address, in 
which he detailed the state budget for 
the upcoming fiscal year, which would 
be valued a record 114.4 trillion yen 
($878.9 billion), received no response 
from the market. Suzuki reaffirmed the 
government s goal of achieving an an-
nual budget surplus for the fiscal year 
ending in March 2026, excluding pro-
ceeds from the issuance of new bonds 
and debt servicing expenses. However, 
the government has fallen short of its 
10-year budget balance goals. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Finance, every 
percentage point increase in interest 
rates will result in an increase in debt 
service of 3.7 trillion yen, or 32.5 trillion 
yen, for the fiscal year 2025–2026. He 
stated, “The government would work 
to regulate the issue of Japanese gov-
ernment bonds (JGBs) steadily through 
close market contact.” (Agencies)

LONDON, Jan 24 (Reuters) - Oil major 
BP plans to build a vast carbon capture 
project beneath the North Sea that 
would be crucial to Britain hitting its 
emissions targets. Power giant Orsted 
aims to build a huge offshore windfarm 
to help the country meet renewable 
goals. The problem is, the seabed’s 
double-booked, and something has 
to give. Britain granted preliminary li-
cences for both proposed projects more 
than a decade ago, when an overlap of 
about 110 sq km on the sea floor wasn’t 
seen as posing an insurmountable ob-
stacle to either technology, according to 
planning documents reviewed by Reu-

ters, the companies involved and UK 
authorities. Now, though, a dispute is 
unfolding between BP and Orsted over 
primacy in this “Overlap Zone” shared 
by the Hornsea Four windfarm and En-
durance carbon capture and storage 
(CCS) sites off the English county of 
Yorkshire. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has agreed on 
resuming talks with Pakistan regard-
ing release of tranche under the ninth 
review of the Extended Fund Facility 
(EEF), sources told. Sources said the 
two sides are expected to hold virtual 
talk this week in which the finance 
ministry officials will take the IMF 
officials into confidence regarding 
economic targets. They said the vir-
tual encounter between the two sides 
would decide the schedule for IMF 
delegation s visit to Pakistan. Earli-
er, the federal government had sent 
a letter to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), requesting it to send its 
team to cash-strapped Pakistan next 
week to complete the ninth review 
for the release of next tranche of 
loan pending since September last. 

The government, as per reports, has 
expressed willingness to implement 
on the four major conditions of the 
global lender for the revival of the 
loan programme as the foreign ex-
change reserves of the South Asian 
country continues to deplete, putting 
country’s essential imports at risk 
and triggering a new wave of infla-
tion. The four major demands made 
by the IMF to revive the progrmme, 
include increase in gas and electric-
ity prices, market-based exchange 
rate and additional taxes to cover the 
fiscal deficit. (Agencies)
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RIYADH: Leonardo Jardim’s Shabab 
Al-Ahli Dubai Club claimed the AD-
NOC Pro League’s lead at the halfway 
stage when another sizeable interna-
tional hiatus ended with a flurry of red 
cards and eye-opening performances.  
Pained memories of the UAE’s con-
cerning Arabian Gulf Cup showing 
were temporarily shelved when do-
mestic duty resumed after a month 
away. Shabab Al-Ahli rebounded from 
ever-impressive Tunisia schemer Firas 
Ben Larbi’s rocket, to produce a trio 
of unanswered goals in Monday’s 3-1 

triumph against an Ajman who had 
Mohammed Ismail dismissed after 
only 25 seconds. This result followed 
Sunday’s consequential 1-1 draw for 
10-man Sharjah — bedeviled by dis-
ciplinary issues once more — against 

third-from-bottom Al-Nasr, with their 
league lead subsequently being ceded. 
A penalty by Sharjah’s Caio in the 79th 
minute saved the blushes of teammate 
Darwish Bin Habib, following his un-
comfortable own goal. A rollercoaster 
contest was played out when inconsis-
tent holders Al-Ain visited new boys 
Al-Bataeh. The former prevailed 3-2 
thanks to unstoppable Togo striker Ko-
djo Fo-Doh Laba’s superb 87th-minute 
header, negating an implosion from 
two-goals catalyzed by fullback Erik’s 
red card. (Agencies)

JEDDAH: The Jeddah Corniche Circuit 
is preparing to host the 2023 Formula 1 
Saudi Arabian Grand Prix, the third in-
ternational racing event hosted by the 
Red Sea coastal city, which will be held 
on March 17-19 amid global anticipa-
tion for the prominent sporting event. 
CEO of the Saudi Motorsports Compa-
ny Martin Whitaker confirmed that the 
work now underway aims to extend the 
life of the racetrack and make it more 
exciting to ensure better viewing for 
audiences around the world, the Sau-

di Press Agency reported. He said that 
work has been done with the Interna-
tional Automobile Federation and For-
mula 1 to ensure that there was a cir-
cuit that allowed races to be organized 
for many years in Jeddah. Whitaker 
said that work has begun on the circuit 

in Qiddiya using a pioneering design in 
setting up Formula 1 circuits and enter-
tainment events, and Qiddiya would be 
a site that everyone would want to visit. 
He added that the work that was done 
on the Jeddah Corniche circuit during 
the past ten months aims to make some 
small changes to the turns, to improve 
the drivers’ lines of visibility, especially 
when driving at 200 miles an hour and 
only two inches off the ground, so being 
able to see the next section of the race 
course becomes critical. (Agencies)

ROME: Mikaela Shiffrin took a step to-
wards a record-breaking 83rd women s 
alpine skiing World Cup win on Tues-
day after topping the times in the first 
giant slalom run in Kronplatz. Ameri-
can star Shiffrin clocked 58.72 seconds 
in Italy, 0.13sec ahead of reigning giant 
slalom world champion Lara Gut-Beh-
rami. “There were some spots where I 
was skiing very strong, but not always 
taking on the speed,” said Shiffrin. “I 
felt very, very good on the start, so it 
s just taking that skiing and being a 
bit more aggressive on the rest of the 

course.” Home hope Federica Brignone 
was 0.27sec off the pace in third despite 
her saying she was close to vomiting 
with tension before her run, while her 
compatriot and discipline leader Marta 
Bassino was 1.42sec behind Shiffrin 
down in 10th. “I m really happy, I was 

always on the edge... I was stable, I was 
on my skis, I was pushing and I was re-
ally happy,” said Brignone “I feel more 
free because after Cortina I wanted to 
do well at my home and I didn t suc-
ceed so I was really tense before the 
first run. I almost wanted to puke be-
cause I wanted to have a good first run 
so I m feeling more free for the second 
run.” Victory for Shiffrin in the Dolo-
mites would break a tie with now-re-
tired Lindsey Vonn as the female skiers 
with most wins on the elite alpine cir-
cuit. (Agencies)

LIVERPOOL: Relegation-threatened 
Everton have sacked manager Frank 
Lampard after less than a year in 
charge at the Goodison Park club, 
British media reported today. The 
former Chelsea boss was appointed 
to replace Rafael Benitez in January 
2022 but leaves with the side 19th in 
the table, level on points with bot-
tom club Southampton. In a sign of 
the turmoil enveloping Everton, club 
directors were earlier this month or-
dered to stay away from Goodison 

Park due to perceived security risks. 
Everton fell to a damaging 2-0 defeat 
at fellow-strugglers West Ham on Sat-
urday – a ninth loss in their past 12 
Premier League matches. Club owner 

Farhad Moshiri, who was at the game 
in London, was asked after the game 
whether it was time for Lampard to 
be sacked. “I can’t comment. It’s not 
my decision,” he told Sky Sports. 
Speaking about his own future, Lam-
pard said: “Those things are not my 
choice. It is my job to work, focus and 
keep my head down. “I know there 
are things going on at the club but 
it’s never been a consequence for me 
whether a chairman or board mem-
ber is at the game.” (Agencies)

RIYADH: National flag carrier Saudi 
Airlines have announced that Stof-
fel Vandoorne, the reigning ABB FIA 
Formula E world champion, would be-
come their official ambassador for the 
new season. Saudia are already official 
partners of the all-electric series and 
confirmed the new collaboration with 
the 30-year-old Belgian driver ahead of 
the Diriyah E-Prix double header this 
weekend. “I’m excited to partner with 
Saudia as their ambassador this sea-
son,” said Vandoorne. “In addition to 
our love for Formula E, we share a pas-
sion for discovering destinations and 
creating memories that last a lifetime. 
Saudi Arabia is an incredible country; 

rich in culture, events and experiences 
and it’s a pleasure to join them in show-
casing it, and Formula E, to the world.” 
The ambassadorship and return of the 
ABB FIA Formula E World Champi-
onship to Diriyah also comes as Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
has announced that a dedicated project 
to boost and develop this town would 

be part of the state’s Vision 2030 plan 
which aims to diversify the Kingdom’s 
economy. According to the World 
Tourism Organization, Saudi Arabia 
is the country that received the most 
tourists in the Arab world, surpassing 
pre-pandemic figures by 121 percent 
and seeing more than 18 million for-
eign visitors. A key goal of Vision 2030 
and Saudia is for sport to take center-
stage in Saudi Arabia’s transformation 
and diversification efforts. In just a few 
years, the country has become home to 
a flourishing sports events ecosystem, 
playing host to international gatherings 
and tournaments that include boxing 
and football. (Agencies)

LONDON (AFP) – Gareth Bale said on 
Monday he will play in golf s Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am event in February, just 
weeks after the former Real Madrid 
and Wales star announced his retire-
ment from football. Bale, who hung up 
his boots earlier in January, will join a 
number of other celebrities at the fa-
mous Californian links course along 
with some of the world s top golf pro-
fessionals. The 33-year-old wrote on In-
stagram: “Delighted to announce I will 
be playing in the AT&T Pebble Beach 

Pro-Am at the start of next month! Let 
s go.” Former Tottenham forward Bale 
won five Champions League titles and 
three La Liga crowns with Real but 
retained a passion for golf that once 
angered Madrid fans. While on inter-
national duty with Wales, he posed 

with a banner that read,  Wales. Golf. 
Madrid. In That Order . Bale, who end-
ed his club career with Los Angeles FC, 
played for Wales at last year s World 
Cup in Qatar before deciding to retire. 
Now he has time to turn his attention 
to his second sporting love. There will 
be 156 amateurs participating at Pebble 
Beach from February 2-5 and the same 
number of professionals, including US 
Open champion Matt Fitzpatrick and 
world number five Patrick Cantlay. 
(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: Friendships are always im-
portant to you but the planets warn 
you may have been taking one partic-
ular relationship too much for grant-
ed. If the situation continues there is 
a danger you could drift a long way 
apart, so start taking it seriously again.
– TAURUS: You have used up so much 
energy of late that you may now be 
feeling exhausted, and just when 
there are a number of really important 
things you want to get started on. To-
day, at least, you must slow down and 
give your batteries time to recharge.
– GEMINI: You have your dreams like 
everyone else but the difference be-
tween you and others is you now have 
the chance to make those dreams 
come true. Cosmic activity in your fel-
low Air sign of Aquarius dares you to 
go after what inspires you the most.
– CANCER: You may have to wait a 
while before you get the chance to put 
your ideas into action but don’t think 
of it as time wasted. Use the next 24 
hours to go over your plans and make 
sure there are no minor flaws that 
might hold you back.
– LEO: Yes, certain people are being 
obstructive but it’s only a passing 
phase and nothing to worry about. 
Just relax and let life come to you in 
its own good time. Friends, family and 

authority figures will be impressed by 
your ability to rise above petty things.
– VIRGO: You may have been forced 
to stay in your current position for 
longer than you desired but what oc-
curs next will have you thanking your 
lucky stars that your ambitions were 
kept in check. New and better oppor-
tunities are about to arrive.
– LIBRA: Take an obstacle you en-
counter over the next 24 hours in your 
stride and don’t let it change your 
positive outlook on life. Not even a Li-
bra can have it all their own way, so 
accept the situation for what it is and 
find ways to enjoy it.
– SCORPIO: The Sun may be transit-
ing one of the more sensitive areas of 
your chart but that does not mean you 
cannot have fun. On the contrary, to-
day’s outlook is perfect for getting out 
in the world and having a good time 
with the people you love.
– SAGITTARIUS: If there is some-
thing in your life that needs to be fixed 
you are strongly advised to get expert 
advice. The planets warn if you try to 
do it yourself you could end up paying 
a fortune for something that should 
have been simple and cheap.
– CAPRICORN: There will be compet-
ing claims on your time and energy to-
day and it is of the utmost importance 
that you focus only on those issues 
that mean something to you person-
ally. You don’t have time to get entan-
gled in other people’s petty disputes.
– ACQUARIUS: After recent exertions 
it might be tempting to slow down a 
bit, or even take a lengthy break, but 
in fact you should be doing more. The 
Sun in your sign will see to it that you 
have the energy you need to create 
something truly special.
– PISCES: What you do for friends, 
family and even total strangers today 
will be repaid many times over later 
in the year, so make an effort to give 
people what they want (within rea-
son) and trust that the universe will 
take note of your generosity.
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Ruthless Rybakina rolls into Australian Open semifinals
MELBOURNE: Wimbledon champi-
on Elena Rybakina became the first 
player into the Australian Open semi-
finals after outmuscling Jelena Osta-
penko 6-2, 6-4 in a one-sided contest 
on Rod Laver Arena on Tuesday. The 
Russian-born Kazakh looked sharp 
from the start and only a 25-minute 
delay to close the stadium roof against 
a passing shower prevented her from 
wrapping up the opening set within a 
half-an-hour of arriving on court. For-
mer French Open champion Ostapen-

ko looked unable to cope with Rybak-
ina’s pace and power in the opening 
stanza but ramped up her own fierce 
groundstrokes to break for a 2-0 lead 
at the start of the second. Rybakina, 
who ousted top seed Iga Swiatek in 

the fourth round, broke straight back, 
however, and saved four break points 
with some brilliant tennis in the next 
game to consolidate. The 23-year-old 
rode the momentum to break her Lat-
vian opponent again for a 3-2 lead and 
then it was only a matter of looking 
after her impressive serve. There were 
some jitters as Rybakina served for a 
place in her second Grand Slam semi-
final but she sealed the deal on her 
third match point with her 11th ace of 
the contest. (Agencies)

Banchero, Isaac shine as Magic end Boston win streak

Top sailors set for 30th Aramex  
Dubai to Muscat offshore sailing race

Cambodia, Thailand spar over ‘Muay Thai’ or ‘Kun Khmer’

MIAMI: No. 1 draft pick Paolo Ban-
chero scored 23 points as the Orlan-
do Magic ended the injury-depleted 
Boston Celtics’ nine-game winning 
streak with an upset 113-98 victory on 
Monday. Orlando, languishing three 
places off the bottom of the Eastern 
Conference with a 17-29 record prior 
to Monday’s game, took full advantage 
of Boston’s injury crisis to complete a 
deserved win at the Amway Center 
in Florida. The league-leading Celtics 
were missing key defensive figures 
Marcus Smart and Robert Williams 
due to injury and their absence proved 

crucial as a fired-up Orlando stormed 
to victory. The 20-year-old Banchero 
showed a maturity beyond his tender 
years to orchestrate Orlando’s win, 
which saw five Magic players reach 
double-digit totals, with Wendell Car-
ter Jr. posting 21 points and Germany’s 
Franz Wagner 15. (Agencies)

DUBAI: Preparations for the 30th edi-
tion of the annual Aramex Dubai to 
Muscat Offshore Sailing Race, or Ara-
mex D2M, are underway with 25 boats 
registered so far for the longest and 
most challenging contest in the region. 
This year’s participants include last 
year’s winning team, Twister, who are 
returning to defend their title and go-

ing for three wins in a row. The annual 
race starts on Saturday, Feb. 4, and cov-
ers 360 nautical miles (660 km) where 
sailors navigate the Arabian Gulf and 
Indian Ocean before passing through 
the Straits of Hormuz, to then cross the 
Gulf of Oman and finish at Marina Ban-
dar Al-Rowdha in Muscat, the capital of 
Oman. Participants often face challeng-
ing and sometimes treacherous condi-
tions over the five days of sailing. Matt 
Britton, last year’s winning skipper on 
yacht Twister, is sailing double-handed, 
meaning only two crew members, and 
preparing to make it three wins in a 
row. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Thailand and Cambodia 
are at loggerheads over whether the in-
spiration for modern kickboxing should 
be called Muay Thai or Kun Khmer. As 
the name suggests, Muay Thai is the na-
tional sport of Thailand. But Cambodia 
has maintained that the sport traces its 
origins to the country’s own martial art, 
Kun Khmer. As the host of this year’s 
Southeast Asian Games, scheduled to 
take place in May, Cambodia changed 
the name of the Muay Thai event to Kun 
Khmer. In response, Thailand does not 
plan to send Muay Thai competitors to 
the tournament. Cambodia, meanwhile, 
has no intention to change its decision. 
“According to the rules, if there are four 
or more participating countries, (Kun 
Khmer) is eligible for the games,” Vath 
Chamroeun, secretary-general of the 
Cambodian Southeast Asian Games 
Organising Committee, said in an arti-

cle published by The Phnom Penh Post. 
Vath Chamroeun added that Cambodia 
would retaliate by not sending kickbox-
ers to the 2025 Southeast Asian Games, 
to be held in Thailand. The tournament 
takes place every two years with hosts 
changing on a rotating basis. Tensions 
between Thailand and Cambodia erupt-
ed into armed conflict in 2008 over 
disagreements about which nation ad-
ministers the Preah Vihear Temple, a 
Unesco World Heritage Site located 
near the border between the two coun-
tries. (Agencies)

Shabab Al-Ahli top UAE Pro League standings at season’s halfway point

Jeddah Corniche Circuit prepares to host 2023 Formula 1 Saudi Arabian Grand Prix

Record-seeking Shiffrin tops times in Kronplatz giant slalom opener

Relegation-threatened Everton sack Lampard

Saudi Airlines names Formula E champion Stoffel Vandoorne official ambassador

Newly-retired Bale to play at golf’s Pebble Beach event
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EU approves new arms package for Ukraine
BRUSSELS: EU foreign ministers 
approved a fresh tranche of military 
aid to Ukraine on Monday, Swedish 
officials have said. The arms bonan-
za is worth $542 million, but does 
not include the German tanks that 
Kiev and its allies have their hopes 
pinned on. The bloc’s 27 foreign 
ministers agreed on the €500 million 
($542 million) package following dis-
cussions in Brussels. Sweden, which 
holds the rotating presidency of the 
European Council, announced the 
agreement on Twitter, stating: “We 
remain steadfast in our support for 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces.” Mon-

ey for the weapons will be drawn 
from the ‘European Peace Facility’, a 
fund that the bloc uses to finance for-
eign militaries. Ukraine has already 
received €3.1 billion ($3.36 billion) 
from this fund, with the aid doled out 
in seven successive packages since 
the beginning of Russia’s military 
operation last February. This supply 
of arms to Ukraine represented an 
about-turn from the EU’s long-stand-
ing policy of not purchasing arms 
for use in foreign wars. Before last 
February, the ‘Peace Facility’ had 
only been used to supply non-lethal 
equipment to Georgia, Mali, Moldo-

va, Mozambique, and Ukraine, for 
a total of less than $125 million. To 
date, the US has underwritten most 
of Ukraine’s expenses, allocating 
more than $110 billion to the coun-
try’s economy and military since the 
conflict began and supplying pro-
gressively heavier and more power-
ful armaments. However, Washing-
ton refuses to donate its M1 Abrams 
main battle tanks, leaving Ukrainian 
officials and their most fervent Euro-
pean supporters – predominantly the 
Baltic and Eastern European states 
– to press Germany into filling that 
role. (Agencies)

Floods worsen, 5 more 
evacuation centres 

open in Johor

Kedah announces holiday 
for Thaipusam on Feb 5

Sleepy burglar nabbed

PrEP pill saves lives, prevents spread of HIV, says MMA

JOHOR BAHRU: The number of 
flood victims in Johor has increased 
to 1,093 as of 4pm today compared to 
422 victims recorded at 2pm, follow-
ing continuous heavy rain since early 
this morning. The state disaster man-
agement committee said five addition-
al relief centres have been opened, 
making it a total of 13 centres in the 
districts of Kluang, Segamat and Kota 
Tinggi. “Segamat is the worst-hit dis-
trict with 975 victims from 273 families 
that have been evacuated to eight cen-
tres. “In the Kluang district, 75 people 
from 10 families were moved to four 
centres. A total of 43 residents from 
six families in the Kota Tinggi district 
were evacuated to one relief centre,” 
the committee said in a statement to-
day. Currently, no roads in the state 
have been closed to traffic.  Based on 
data from the irrigation and drainage 
department, four rivers in Johor have 
passed the dangerous level and the 
water level is rising. (Agencies)

ALOR SETAR: The Kedah govern-
ment has declared Feb 5 as an oc-
casional holiday in conjunction with 
Thaipusam. Menteri besar Sanusi 
Md Nor said the decision was made 
at a state executive council meeting 
on Jan 18. “This is to facilitate the 
Hindu community celebrating the 
religious event with their families,” 
he said in a statement today. He also 
hoped non-Hindus will use the long 
weekend purposefully as Thaipu-
sam falls on a Sunday. (Agencies)

SEREMBAN: A suspected burglar 
was arrested after he fell asleep 
in a house he broke into at Taman 
Tanjung in Bahau, Jempol here 
yesterday. The owner found the 
41-year-old suspect sleeping in the 
single-storey terraced house when 
he woke up at about 6.30am, said 
Jempol district police chief Hoo 
Chang Hook. The intruder had ap-
parently fallen asleep after consum-
ing alcoholic drinks taken from the 
house. “The complainant found a 
paper bag containing two knives 
and a screwdriver, and two bottles 
of liquor and a tablet next to the 
suspect,” Hoo added in a statement. 
The 65-year-old house owner, his 
wife and their four children were at 
home when the incident happened. 
The suspect, who was believed to 
have entered the house through an 
unlocked back door, has a criminal 
record for several offences, includ-
ing taking drugs. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian 
Medical Association (MMA) has de-
fended the use of pre-exposure pro-
phylaxis (PrEP) in the fight against 
HIV, despite calls against dispensing 
the drug to homosexuals in the coun-
try. MMA president Dr Muruga Raj Ra-
jathurai said in view of the high num-
ber of HIV infections being recorded, 
a more effective national prevention 
strategy, which includes PrEP, “is 
much needed”. According to the health 
ministry’s Global AIDS Monitoring 
— Country Progress Report 2022, the 
cumulative number of reported HIV 
cases in the country is 128,638, while 
the number of reported new HIV in-
fections is 2,760. The total number of 
people living with HIV is 67,822, al-
though MMA estimates that the actual 
number of cases is likely higher due to 
low rates of testing. “With due respect 
to religious viewpoints expressed on 

the use of PrEP, the sole purpose of 
allowing people at the highest risk of 
HIV to have access to PrEP is to pre-
vent the spread of HIV in the popula-
tion and save lives. “The intended use 
of PrEP is to prevent HIV infections. 
The decision to allow high-risk groups 
to have access to it has to be a decision 
based on scientific evidence in order 
to achieve the best possible outcomes 
for the community,” he said in a state-
ment. The Selangor mufti department 
recently opposed the dispensing of the 
drug to those who “practise a homo-
sexual lifestyle”, saying it would be a 
form of complicity in sin. (Agencies)
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Israeli army admits  
Palestinian man killed  

‘for no reason’

Indonesia acquiring  
weapons from France

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian man shot 
dead by Israeli soldiers last week 
posed no threat or danger and should 
not have lost his life, the Israeli army 
admitted on Monday. Ahmed Kahla, 
46, from Ramon, near Silwad in the 
occupied West Bank, was shot in the 
neck from close range at a military 
checkpoint on Jan. 15. The Israeli 
army initially claimed that Kahla had 
been shot because he got out of his car 
with a knife in his hand and ran toward 
soldiers with the intention of stabbing 
them. Kahla’s son Qusai, 20, who was 
with his father at the time, said their 
car was stopped at the checkpoint and 
a soldier fired a stun grenade that hit 
the roof of the vehicle. When Kahla 
asked why they were being attacked, 
an officer used pepper spray on him 
and pulled him from the vehicle before 
the soldier shot him dead. An army 
investigation found that Kahla had no 
intention of carrying out a stabbing at-
tack and “the incident should not have 
ended in death.” The victim’s broth-
er Zayed, 45, told Arab News: “They 
killed him for no reason. We will take 
all measures to prosecute them.” The 
family intends to seek financial com-
pensation from the army in the Israeli 
courts, and will also go to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court. “We realize that 
their trial will not bring our brother 
Ahmed back to life, but we want them 
to pay the price for their crime,” Zayed 
said. “We want to deter them from kill-
ing more Palestinians in cold blood 
and without reason.” (Agencies)

JAKARTA: The Indonesian Ministry of 
Defense said on Tuesday it was in talks 
with French aviation company Safran 
on the possibility of acquiring Arme-
ment Air‐Sol Modulaire (AASM) High-
ly Agile Modular Munition Extended 
Range (Hammer) with “smart” guided 
bombs. The AASM-Hammer is a mod-
ular air-to-ground precision weapon 
suite developed by Safran. AASM 
modules can be equipped with various 
guidance systems such as laser, infra-
red, inertial or satellite. In 2022, Indo-
nesia signed agreement with France to 
purchase of 42 Rafale fighter jets, be-
coming the second regional purchaser 
of this aircraft after India. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Starting from 15th Jan-
uary 2023, China Cultural Center in 
Pakistan has launched a series of ac-
tivities to grandly celebrate the 2023 
Happy Chinese New Year. The 2023 
Chinese New Year falls on Sunday, 
January 22nd, 2023, and celebrations 
culminate with the Lantern Festival on 
February 5th, 2023. Chinese New Year 
is also known as Spring Festival. It is 
the most important festival of the year 
for the Chinese Nation. It is a time re-
served for families. It is an important 
opportunity for families and friends 
to get together and celebrate the new 
year. Often, family members and rel-
atives travel from all over the coun-
try to come together for the special 
event. Chinese people strive to make 
this event as special as possible, often 
spending hours preparing food and 
decorations for the events of the festi-
val. In order to celebrate the 2023 Hap-
py Chinese New Year, China Cultural 
Center in Pakistan is working with the 
Shanghai Municipality this year to pro-
mote the cultural and tourism resourc-
es of Shanghai in Pakistan. A wide 
range of exciting events, such as cul-
tural performances, exhibits, tourism 
promotion documentaries, and more, 
will be included. China Cultural Center 
in Pakistan launched the musical con-
cert “Our Common Homeland” by the 
Shanghai Chinese Orchestra online, 
and in the coming days, “Happy Chi-
nese New Year – Pujiang Arts Collec-
tion” Online Performances & Exhibi-
tions by the Center for China Shanghai 
International Arts Festival and more 
similar activities will be launched on 

various social media platforms run by 
China Cultural Center in Pakistan as 
well as the Cultural Office of the Em-
bassy of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na in Pakistan. The Cultural Office of 
the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan or-
ganized a cake-cutting ceremony with 
the renowned restaurant chain MON-
AL on the evening of January 20, 2023, 
in Islamabad to kick off the upcoming 
celebration and to cordially invite all 
Chinese nationals living in Pakistan 
to take part. Senior journalists from 
renowned Pakistani media organiza-
tions, newspapers, and TV channels 
attended a live 2023 Happy Chinese 
New Year Press Conference that was 
organized last month in this regard by 
the Cultural Office of the Chinese Em-
bassy and the China Cultural Center 
in Pakistan at the Embassy of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in Islamabad. 
Zhang Heqing, Cultural Counsellor of 
the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan and 
concurrently Director of China Cultur-
al Center in Pakistan said that Happy 
Chinese New Year, an annual brand 
activity held to celebrate Spring Fes-
tival under the guidance of the Minis-
try of Culture and Tourism, has taken 
off in recent years and is increasingly 
becoming an important platform for 
China to share Chinese culture and 
concepts with shared future with peo-
ple from all over the world. Friends 
from Pakistan can visit our social me-
dia platforms including Facebook and 
Wechat to witness the festive celebra-
tion of 2023 Happy Chinese New Year.
www.facebook.com/cccenterinpak
(Press Release)

ABUJA: Trade hub Lagos has long 
been facing a storage problem as the 
demand for container space exceeds 
capacity. It is often congested with 
hundreds of ships queueing for days. 
To tackle this issue, the government 
implemented one of the region’s most 
promising infrastructure projects: the 
Lekki Deep Sea Port. Nigeria has in-
augurated a $1.5 billion Chinese-built 
deep sea port in the city of Lagos, 
which is expected to ease congestion 
at the country’s other ports and signifi-
cantly expand the country’s ability to 
process imports and exports. The offi-
cial openning ceremony of the seaport 
was held on Monday in the presence 
of the country’s President Muhammad 
Buhari. The Lekki deep sea port, sit-
uated 65 km east of Lagos, features a 
1.2-kilometer quay on the 90-hectare 

site. It is the largest port in Nigeria and 
one of the biggest in West Africa. Lekki 
was built in the heart of the Lagos Free 
Trade Zone, operated by Singapore’s 
Tolaram group. It has a total of three 
container berths, one dry bulk berth 
and three wet berths. According to the 
information on its official site, Lekki 
Port is equipped “with the best infra-
structure and terminal services” that 
enables it to provide berthing for larg-
er vessels. It is designed to handle the 
equivalent of 2.7 million 20-foot-long 
container units per year. The project 
came with an investment of $1.5 bil-
lion and is a joint venture between the 
China Harbour Engineering Company, 
Tolaram Group, the Nigerian Ports Au-
thority, and Lagos state government. 
The port is 75% owned by the two first 
shareholders. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV:Juniper Oak 2023, a joint mil-
itary exercise that will last until January 
27, will comprise more than 140 aircraft, 
12 navy vessels, and artillery systems 
from both countries, CENTCOM said in 
a statement. Of those 142 aircraft, 100 
aircraft taking part in the drill, including 
four B-52 strategic bombers, four F-35 
fighter jets, 45 F/A-18 fighter jets, and 
two MQ-9 Reaper drones, are from the 
US military.  Additionally, CENTCOM 
announced that F-15 and F-16 fighters, 
AC-130 gunships, Apache helicopters, 
and other rescue and refueling aircraft 
are also participating in the exercise. The 
official highlighted that Juniper Oak 23 

is the largest joint exercise between the 
United States and Israel because of the 
massive number of aircraft, intensive 
planning with the Israel Defense Forc-
es, and the challenging live-fire compo-
nent. According to a senior US defense 
official, the exercise was meant to show 
Iran and other rivals that Washington 
is not overly preoccupied with Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and China’s threats 
to amass a sizeable military force. This 
exercise aimed at boosting the readi-
ness of the US and Israel as a whole and 
their ability to collaborate, promoting 
stability in the region, CENTCOM said. 
The command added that exercises like 

Juniper Oak demonstrate how interop-
erability and integration contribute to 
the region’s enhanced security.  General 
Michael Kurilla, commander of CENT-
COM, noted the drill strengthens the 
two countries’ capacity to respond to 
emergencies and demonstrates their 
commitment to the Middle East. CENT-
COM, in its statement, mentioned, “the 
forces would practice joint command 
and control; air operations in maritime 
surface warfare; combat search and res-
cue; electronic attacks; suppression of 
enemy air defenses; strike coordination 
and reconnaissance; and air interdic-
tion.” (Agencies)

Grand celebration of Chinese new year 
2023 by China cultural center in Pakistan 

Nigeria Inaugurates $1.5Bln lekki deep sea 
port to ease lagos congestion

140 Fighters, nuke bombers, 12 warships, MQ-9 drones & a submarine

US, Israel begin massive military drills aimed at Iran


