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KYIV: Multiple senior Ukrainian offi-
cials have been fired by the country’s 
government on Tuesday. The ongoing 
reshuffle was announced by Ukrainian 
President Vladimir Zelensky in his dai-
ly video address and affects officials 
“on different levels, in ministries and 
other bodies of central and provincial 
authority, and law enforcement.” The 
government has dismissed deputy de-
fense minister Vyacheslav Shapovalov, 
deputy social policy minister Vitaly 
Muzychenko, as well as two deputies 
of the minister of regional develop-
ment, Vyacheslav Negoda and Ivan 
Lukerya. Shortly before the govern-
ment’s decision, Shapovalov himself 
announced his resignation, which was 
swiftly accepted by his boss, Alexey 
Reznikov. The move has been prompt-
ed by an ongoing graft scandal with-
in the ministry, which had allegedly 
been procuring food for troops at 
abnormally high prices. “Vyacheslav 

Shapovalov, who was in charge of 
the logistics of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, asked to be dismissed so as 
not to pose a threat to a stable supply 
of the military as a result of a cam-
paign of accusations related to food 
procurement,” the defense ministry 
said in a statement, branding the alle-
gations “unreasonable and baseless” 
and lauding Shapovalov’s resignation 
as an “honorable deed in line with 
traditions of European and democrat-
ic politics.” According to a Ukrainian 

media investigation that emerged over 
the weekend, various foodstuffs for 
the military ended up costing several 
times more than the average prices 
offered by retailers. Reznikov has re-
jected the allegations, stating the doc-
uments cited in the investigation were 
inaccurate and some prices ended up 
inflated due to a “technical error.” The 
minister also rubbished the compari-
sons with consumer prices, insisting 
that military procurement includes 
costs that retail does not. (Agencies)

Multiple Ukrainian officials fired amid corruption scandals Iran imposes sanctions on EU, UK  
in tit-for-tat move

Hundreds in Baghdad protest devaluation 
of Iraq’s currency

North Korea locks down capital over  
‘respiratory illness’: report

 Türkiye puts NATO expansion on hold – media 

One dead as heavy snow and record cold hit Japan

TEHRAN: In a tit-for-tat move, Iran on 
Wednesday announced fresh sanctions 
against dozens of individuals and enti-
ties affiliated with the European Union 
and the UK, Anadolu News Agency re-
ports. In a statement, the Foreign Min-
istry said it was placing 22 individuals 
and three entities from the EU on its 
sanctioned list, as well as eight individ-
uals and one entity from the UK. The 
Ministry said the move was taken with 
the “approval of concerned authorities” 
and “in the framework of relevant regu-
lations and regulations mechanisms”. It 
accused those designated of “support-
ing terrorism, instigating terrorist acts 

and violence, interference in Iran’s do-
mestic affairs, fomenting violence and 
unrest, dissemination of false informa-
tion and participation in the escalation 
of cruel sanctions against the Iranian 
people.” It came two days after the EU 
imposed sanctions on more than 30 Ira-
nian officials and organisations, includ-
ing units of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) for crackdown on 
protesters during months of unrest in 
Iran. The EU will prevent those Irani-
an officials and entities from travelling 
to the EU countries, and their assets in 
the bloc’s member states will also be 
frozen. (Agencies)

BAGHDAD: Hundreds of protesters 
rallied Wednesday near the Central 
Bank in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, an-
gered by the recent devaluation of the 
Iraqi dinar and demanding the govern-
ment take action to stabilize the cur-
rency. The protesters — mainly young 
people — rallied amid a heavy securi-
ty presence, with many carrying the 
Iraqi flag and banners with slogans. 
One slogan read: “The politicians are 
the ones covering up the financial cor-
ruption for the banks.” Iraq’s Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia Al-Sudani 
on Monday accepted the resignation 
of the governor of the country’s Cen-
tral Bank, Mustafa Ghaleb Mukheef, 
following a weekslong plunge of the 
Iraqi dinar. Mukheef, who had been in 

the post since 2020, was replaced by 
Muhsen Al-Allaq as acting governor. 
The dinar hit new lows last Friday, 
reaching about 1,670 to the dollar. The 
currency has lost nearly 7 percent of 
its value since mid-November. The of-
ficial rate stands at 1,470 dinars for $1. 
On Wednesday, the street exchange 
rate was about 1,610 to the dollar. 
Some politicians in Iraq have blamed 
the drop on recent measures by the US 
Treasury. (Agencies)

SEOUL: North Korea has ordered a 
five-day lockdown in the capital over 
“respiratory illness,” a report said 
Wednesday, in what appears to be 
the first citywide restrictions since 
the country declared victory over 
COVID-19 in August 2022.
Residents of Pyongyang have been 
ordered to stay in their homes from 
Wednesday to Sunday and must sub-
mit to multiple temperature checks 
each day, Seoul-based specialist site 
NK News reported, citing a govern-
ment notice. The notice did not men-

tion COVID-19 but said that the illness-
es currently spreading in the capital 
included the common cold, the report 
said. The government order comes a 
day after NK News, citing sources in 
Pyongyang, reported that people in 
the city appeared to be stocking up on 
goods in anticipation of a lockdown. It 
is unclear if other areas have imposed 
similar lockdowns and state media has 
not announced any new measures. 
Experts suggested that North Korea’s 
largest city is likely dealing with the 
re-emergence of COVID-19. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Türkiye has called off a 
three-way meeting with Sweden and 
Finland, leaving the two Nordic nations’ 
plans to join NATO in limbo, Turkish 
broadcaster TRT reported on Tues-
day. Relations between Ankara and 
Stockholm took a nosedive over the 
weekend, following a sanctioned Ko-
ran-burning protest outside the Turkish 
embassy in the Swedish capital. TRT’s 
report, citing anonymous Turkish dip-
lomatic sources, claimed that the meet-
ing, scheduled for next month in Brus-
sels, has been postponed at Ankara’s 
request. A source in the Turkish presi-
dency stressed that the decision was not 
a cancellation, but rather a deferment, 

with no specified time frame. President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s office declined 
to comment offically, when approached 
by the media. On Monday, the Turkish 
head of state made it clear that Sweden 
“will not receive any support from us 
with regard to NATO” due to Stock-
holm’s failure to show respect to the 
“faith of the Republic of Türkiye or the 
Muslims.” (Agencies)

NAGANGO: Tourists revelled in wintry 
scenes across Japan on Wednesday, as 
much of the country was blanketed by 
snow in a cold snap that has killed at 
least one person and disrupted travel.
“These temperatures are some of the 
coldest we’ve seen in a decade,” Japan 
Meteorological Agency official Takaf-
umi Umeda said. Record lows were 
logged in several locations, including 
one area of southern Kumamoto, where 
the mercury hit -9 degrees Celsius, the 
coldest logged there since 1977 when 
that observation site began keeping 
track. Top government spokesman Hi-

rokazu Matsuno said one person had 
died in the cold snap, while meteorol-
ogists warned of blizzards, high waves 
and traffic snarl-ups due to icy roads. 
Authorities were also investigating 
whether two other deaths were related 
to the freezing weather across much of 
the archipelago, Matsuno told report-
ers. Hundreds of flights were canceled 
due to the snowstorm, while delays and 
cancelations disrupted both local trains 
and long-distance Shinkansen services. 
Vehicles on major roads in several lo-
cations were left stranded, local media 
said. (Agencies)

UN pushes for troop deployment in Haiti

British MPs call for probe into massive spike in deaths

2023 Oscar nominees announced

NEW YORK: The United Nations has 
called for an international military de-
ployment in Haiti, insisting a foreign 
troop presence is needed to maintain 
order and curb rampant gang violence. 
The country has seen significant unrest 
since the assassination of President Jo-
venel Moise in 2021, including a major 
spike in violent crime. Addressing the 
UN Security Council on Tuesday, UN 
special envoy to Haiti Helen La Lime 
warned that gang-related violence has 
“reached levels not seen in decades,” 
saying that while Haiti has made some 
positive steps in recent months, those 
gains “remain fragile and vulnerable 

to being reversed” without foreign in-
tervention. “Haitians overwhelmingly 
want this assistance so they can go 
about their daily lives in peace. The 
population is living in fear and are all 
too conscious of the limitations of the 
police force,” she added. (Agencies)

LONDON: Troubled by national sta-
tistics showing 20% excess deaths per 
week, UK MPs have demanded an in-
vestigation, the Daily Mail reported on 
Tuesday. Unlike the last time excess 
deaths reached such levels, during the 
second Covid-19 wave, few of these 
deaths could be attributed to the virus. 
Speaking before the House of Com-
mons on Tuesday, Conservative MP Es-
ther McVey skewered Chief Medical Of-
ficer Chris Whitty for blaming the spike 
in non-Covid excess deaths on “pa-
tients not getting statins or blood pres-
sure medicines during the pandemic,” 
pointing out that the monthly figures 
for statin prescriptions had remained 

constant. “Where is the evidence? And 
if there isn’t one, what is causing these 
excess deaths?” she asked, demanding 
the minister “commit to an urgent and 
thorough investigation of the matter.” 
Labour shadow public health minister 
Andrew Gwynne described health sec-
retary Steve Barclay as “part man, part 
ostrich” over his refusal to confront the 
issue, accusing PM Rishi Sunak’s gov-
ernment of “denial and buck-passing.” 
“There were 50,000 more deaths than 
we would have otherwise expected in 
2022,” he told the House of Commons 
on Tuesday. “Excluding the pandem-
ic, that’s the worst figure since 1951.” 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: Last year’s indie sci-
fi hit “Everything Everywhere All 
at Once” has come out on top of the 
nominations list for the 95th Academy 
Awards, after the contenders for the 
Oscars were announced on Tuesday. 
Daniel Scheinert and Daniel Kwan’s 
multiverse-hopping thriller scored a 
total of 11 nominations, including Best 
Picture and Best Actress for Michelle 
Yeoh, marking the first time an Asian 
actress has been nominated for the 
award. “Everything…” was followed 
closely by “All Quiet on the Western 

Front,” a World War I epic, and “The 
Banshees of Inisherin,” a dark come-
dy set during the Irish civil war. Both 
films scored nine nominations, includ-
ing Best Picture nods. This year’s best 
picture race also includes the highest 
grossing films of the year: “Avatar: The 
Way of Water” and “Top Gun: Mav-
erick,” as well as the musical biopic 
“Elvis.” The list also includes Steven 
Spielberg’s “The Fabelmans”, Todd 
Field’s “Tár”, Ruben Östlund’s “Tri-
angle of Sadness” and Sarah Polley’s 
“Women Talking.” (Agencies)

Classified documents 
found at another US 

politician’s home

US not ready to fight 
China – study

NEW YORK: If controversy loves 
company, President Joe Biden may 
take comfort in the fact that classi-
fied documents have been found at 
the home of another US leader – this 
time, former vice president Mike 
Pence. A lawyer representing Pence, 
Greg Jacob, last week reported to the 
National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration that a “small number” of 
papers with classified markings were 
discovered at the ex-VP’s home in In-
diana. Jacob wrote in a letter to the 
agency that the find was made during 
a search by a legal firm that Pence 
hired in the wake of this month’s 
scandal over Biden’s handling of state 
secrets. CNN, which obtained a copy 
of the letter, first reported the news 
on Tuesday. The records in question 
“were inadvertently boxed and trans-
ported to the personal home of the 
former vice president at the end of the 
last administration,” Jacob said in the 
letter. “Vice President Pence was un-
aware of the existence of sensitive or 
classified documents at his personal 
residence.” (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US does not have 
enough stockpiles of munitions or the 
industrial capacity to replenish them 
for a major military confrontation with 
China, a US think tank has warned, 
citing a series of war games it conduct-
ed. The Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS), which ran the 
simulation, has urged the Pentagon 
to stockpile weapons and materials 
for producing them, and incentivize 
manufacturers to build new facilities 
by offering better terms. The CSIS, a 
nonprofit that lists among its donors 
major defense contractors, including 
Lockheed Martin, Boeing, and Gener-
al Dynamics, criticized the state of the 
US defense industry as inadequate for 
“today’s competitive environment.” 
The production base cannot support a 
protracted, high-intensity conflict, the 
report released on Monday stated. The 
country ran low on certain weapons in 
the simulation, including Javelin and 
Stinger missiles, 155 mm howitzers and 
counter-artillery radars, as these had 
been sent to Ukraine. (Agencies)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

2 City
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Thursday 26 January 2023

PESHAWAR: Some of the names pro-
posed by different political parties 
have been cleared for the caretaker 
cabinet of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and are likely to take oath of their of-
fices in the next few days, according 
to official sources. Governor Ghulam 
Ali will administer them oath. Those 
cleared so far included former addi-
tional Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police 
chief Syed Akhtar Ali Shah, former 
chief secretary Shakeel Durrani, for-
mer advocate general Shumail Butt 
and Barrister Mohammad Ali Saif. 
The Awami National Party had pro-
posed Akhtar Ali Shah while Sha-
keel Durrani was recommended by 
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf select-
ed Barrister Saif and Shumail Butt 
for the caretaker government in the 
province. Caretaker Chief Minister 
Mohammad Azam Khan had taken 
oath of his office last week on Sat-
urday but could not initiate official 
work due to lack of cabinet. Each of 
the political party had recommended 
names for the provincial cabinet and 
they were needed to be cleared by the 
relevant authorities. Besides Akhtar 
Ali Shah, the ANP had proposed for-
mer vice chancellor of Bacha Khan 
University Charsadda Prof Dr Fazl 
Rahim Marwat and a former vice 
chancellor of the University of Swabi 

Prof Dr Noor Jehan for the caretaker 
government. Barrister Mohammad 
Ali Saif served in the previous PTI 
government as special assistant to 
chief minister for information and 
public relations, while Shumail Butt 
worked as advocate general. Anoth-
er major player Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazlur Rahman is still indecisive 
and could not select own people for 
the caretaker cabinet. According to a 
senior JUIF leader in Peshawar, they 
had initially chosen some people for 
the caretaker government but de-
layed it after sensing that the care-
taker government may continue its 
work beyond three months. “The cir-
cumstances are not favourable for the 
elections soon and that’s why we held 
some consultations to pick up the 
best available people for the cabinet. 
In case the government prolonged, 

we would have good representa-
tives there,” he argued. According to 
sources, the caretaker chief minister 
will have a brief cabinet. “He is like-
ly to have a small cabinet in the first 
phase and then get some more in the 
second phase. Once the cabinet size 
is completed, the chief minister is 
likely to order a major reshuffle in dif-
ferent departments,” a senior govern-
ment official told The News. Pleading 
anonymity, he said Azam Khan knew 
well that blue-eyed government offi-
cials were recently transferred and 
posted. “Like others, the caretaker 
chief minister is aware of how some 
civil servants and police officers were 
facilitated to hold key rewarding posi-
tions in the previous PTI government. 
They were recently transferred and 
given prized positions in different 
places,” he said. (Agencies)

Some names cleared for KP caretaker cabinet

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 240.6 243

China Yuan 34.12 34.37

Japanese Yen 2.5 2.5

Saudi Riyal 66.4 67

U.A.E Dirham 68 68.6

UK Pound 308.5 311.5

Euro 272.5 275

Australian Dollar 176 178

Canadian Dollar 186 188

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
167600

Rs. 
153632

Rs. 
146650

Rs. 
125700

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
143700

Rs. 
131724

Rs. 
125738

Rs. 
107775

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 14370 Rs. 13172 Rs. 12574 Rs. 10778

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
407400

Rs. 
373447

Rs. 
356475

Rs. 
305550

Very cold and dry weather to prevail in KP

Four killed in Badaber groups’ clash

First patient recovered with paralysis  
injection at LRH

High court strikes down removal of UoP dean 

US Partners with KP and Food and Agriculture  
Organization to Boost Agricultural Livelihoods

Pesco notifies power suspension  
for Peshawar, DI Khan

State Bank of Pakistan delegation  
visits IMSciences

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday predicted that very cold 
and dry weather is expected in most 
districts of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
during the next 24 hours. It said that 
during the last 24 hours, moderate 
to isolated heavy rainfall with iso-
lated snowfall occurred over upper 
parts of the province while cold and 
partly cloudy weather occurred over 
rest parts of the province. Rain Re-
corded (in mm): Dir 55, Drosh 40, 
Malam Jabbaa 36, Timergara 26, 
Mirkhani 25, Saidu Sharif 24, Ka-
lam 22, Chitral 21, Pattan 07, Kakul, 
Pashat Bajaur & Balakot 05 (each), 
Takht Bhai 04, Risalpur & Khaar Ba-
jaur 03 (each), Cherat/Cantonment 
01 and Peshawar & Kohat Airbase 

Trace (each). Snowfall recorded (in 
inches): Drosh, Mirkhani 19(each), 
Malam Jabba 18, Chitral & Kalam 
11(each), Dir 09, and Cherat/Can-
tonment Trace. The maximum and 
minimum temperatures record-
ed in centigrade at different sta-
tions of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were Peshawar City 15/04, Chitral 
01/-1, Timergara 07/02, Dir 02/-
2, Mirkhani 03/-3, Kalam 01/-08, 
Drosh 00/02, Saidu Sharif 16/01, 
Pattan 09/05, Malam Jabba 01/-5, 
Takht Bhai 12/04, Kakul 10/01, Bal-
akot 14/03, Parachinar 08/-7, Bannu 
18/02, Cherat 05/-1, D.I. Khan 21/06. 
The lowest temperatures recorded 
in the province were -08C in Ka-
lam, -07 in Parachinar and -05C in 
Malam Jabba.(APP)

PESHAWAR: At least four people 
were killed and two including a child 
were injured when two rival groups 
resorted to indiscriminate firing at 
each other in Sheikh Muhammadi 
Adda in the vicinity of Badaber po-
lice station on Wednesday. Police 
said a monetary dispute led to firing 
between the two groups that result-
ed in deaths of four people and inju-
ries to two others. Those killed were 
identified as Kifayat, son of Saleem 
and Sahib, son of Khan Zada from 

the one group while from the other 
group, Tehseen Ullah, son of Yameen 
and Noor Zada, son of Nawab Khan 
were killed. Two pedestrians includ-
ing a 12-year-old child also sustained 
bullet injuries in the firing. Soon af-
ter receiving information, the area 
police reached the crime scene and 
shifted the dead and injured to the 
hospital. Police also collected evi-
dence from the site of the incident 
and started a search operation to nab 
the involved accused. (APP)

PESHAWAR: For the first time in 
Lady Reading Hospital (LRH) a pa-
tient was administered paralysis in-
jection following which he gained 
recovery and was saved from long-
term disability. Spokesman LRH, 
Muhammad Asim told media that 
the injection costing Rs100,000 was 
provided to the paralysis patient free 
of charge. The clots created in his 
veins were removed with the single 
shot, he said, adding it was the first 
patient at LRH who was successfully 
treated with the anti-paralysis shot. 
Asim said to achieve a positive result 
of the shot, it was necessary that the 
patient should be brought to the hos-
pital within three to four hours of the 

paralysis attack otherwise it will not 
work. The injection, he said, would 
be administered to the paralysis pa-
tient after inspection by the doctor 
in the Emergency Department of 
the hospital. Dr Ayesha of the LRH 
said whenever blood clots were cre-
ated in the brain of paralysis patients 
that could be treated through this 
injection if administered in stipulat-
ed time. Usually, she said the patient 
gets recovery with this injection and 
is saved from disability. Medicine 
Chairman LRH, Assistant Professor 
Zia Ullah Chamkani said this injec-
tion was being used in other coun-
tries for a long time, however it was 
now also available at LRH. (APP)

Oil & gas exploration benefiting local  
communities: speakers

PESHAWAR: Speakers at a consul-
tative workshop here on Wednesday 
said that domestic and foreign compa-
nies exploring oil and gas in the south-
ern districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were actively participating in social 
and welfare activities to bring about 
positive changes in the lives of the peo-
ple. They said that it was necessary to 
bring together all the stakeholders on 
a platform to make suggestions for 
the benefit of the local communities. 
These views were expressed by the 
participants in a consultative workshop 
held under the auspices of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Oil and Gas Company 
Limited (KPOGCL), a subsidiary of 
the Energy & Power Department KP, 
in collaboration with the Pakistan Pe-
troleum Exploration and Production 
Companies Association (PPEPCA) in 
the southern districts of the province, 
Kohat, Hangu, Karak, Lucky Marwat, 
Dera Ismail Khan, Orakzai. President 

of PPEPCA/CEO KPOGCL Nasir Khan 
and representatives of OGDCL, MPCL, 
MoL, PPL and AEPL, the officials of the 
oil and gas exploration companies at-
tended the workshop. The participants 
said that the companies exploring oil 
and gas in the southern districts were 
engaged in various welfare works to 
impart skills and education to the local 
people. They said that under the corpo-
rate social responsibilities, several pub-
lic service projects had been completed 
under the platform of PPEPCA. The 
speakers said the local population was 
benefiting from the facilities and these 
areas were using the funds received as 
royalties. They urged the government 
to sponsor welfare projects to the ben-
efit of the local people. At the end of 
the workshop, the participants were 
awarded appreciation shields and it 
was promised that similar workshops 
would be held in other parts of the 
country. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High 
Court on Wednesday struck down the 
removal of the dean of the University of 
Peshawar’s numerical and physical sci-
ences faculty and the appointment of 
his successor by declaring the move il-
legal. A bench consisting of Justice Ab-
dul Shakoor and Justice Syed Arshad 
Ali issued a short order of accepting the 
petition of Prof Yaseen Iqbal against the 
Dec 30, 2022, notification by the higher 
education secretary to remove him as 
the dean of numerical and physical sci-

ences and a Jan 2 notification by a UoP 
assistant registrar for the appointment 
of another professor as his successor. 
The petitioner had requested the court 
to declare the two impugned notifica-
tions as illegal and issued with ulterior 
motives. He had also requested the high 
court to stop the respondents including 
the provincial government from inter-
fering in the autonomy of UoP and also 
from transgressing upon the authority 
of its senate, which has the powers to 
remove a dean. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: U.S. Embassy Deputy 
Chief of Mission, Andrew Schofer, to-
day joined U.S. Embassy Director of 
International Narcotics and Law En-
forcement (INL) Lori Antolinez, Food 
& Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Representative Florence Rolle, and KP 
Special Secretary of Agriculture De-
partment Janat Gul to celebrate the suc-
cessful completion of a $477,876 project 
to benefit the citizens of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.  The project developed state-
of-the-art training manuals, supported 
350 farmers—including 80 women—on 
improved alternative agricultural tech-
nologies, and trained 16 master train-
ers from the Agriculture Extension 
Department from Mohmand, Khyber, 
Bajaur, and Torghar districts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). DCM Schofer 
reflected on the partnerships between 
the U.S. Government, FAO, and the 
KP Government: “This project has 
achieved promising results in terms 
of crop productivity enhancement and 
increased incomes, while also strength-
ening the relevant institutions which 
will continue to help farmers by provid-
ing them essential support for the pro-
duction and marketing of their crops.” 
The Agriculture Training Centers will 
impart skills and training in alternative 
crop production technologies, which 
promote sustainable economic growth 
and eliminate community dependency 
on illicit crop production. Ms. Florence 
Rolle said the FAO partnership with the 

U.S. government and the KP Agricul-
ture Department has been instrumen-
tal in generating best practices for the 
development of alternative livelihoods 
in the region. Over the past four de-
cades, the U.S. Government, through 
INL, has invested more than $1 billion 
dollars to improve citizen’s security 
and enhance law enforcement capaci-
ty across Pakistan.  INL works in more 
than 90 countries to help combat crime 
and corruption, counter the narcotics 
trade, improve police institutions, and 
advance fair and accountable court 
systems. To find out more about INL, 
please visit: http://www.state.gov/j/inl 
(Press Release)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Wednes-
day notified that power supply will 
remain suspended from 132 KV Pe-
shawar University Grid Station on 
26th and 30th January from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Danish Abad, Rahat Abad 1.2. 
Gharibabad feeders will face inconve-
nience. It said that power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
Peshawar City Grid Station on 26th 
and 30th January from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 KV 
Faqir Abad feeders will face inconve-
nience. The power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Peshawar 
Cantt Grid Station on 26th and 30th 
January from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. resul-
tantly consumers of 11 KV Saddar 
Road, MES 2, Mall Road feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power sup-
ply will remain suspended from 132 
KV Peshawar Industrial Grid Station 
on 26th and 30th January from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. due to which consumers of 
11 KV Nothia, Gulbargh, Swati Gate, 
Pishtakhara feeders will face inconve-
nience. The power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Rehman 
Baba Grid Station on 26th January 
from 9 a.m. to3 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of 11 KV Kachori, Yakatooth, 
New Hazarkhwani, Chairman Office, 
Khan Must and Sharif Abadfeeders 
will face inconvenience. Moreover, 
power supply will remain suspended 
from 132 KV Gomal University Grid 
Station on 26th January from 8 a.m. 
to2 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV SDA, Kulachi Wala feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power sup-
ply will remain suspended from 132 
KV D.I. Khan Grid Station on 26th, 
30th and 31st January from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 KV 
Commissionery Bazaar, Town Hall, 
Qayum Nagar, KotlaHabib, Cantt 1 
D.I.Khan feeders will face inconve-
nience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP BSC)) delegation headed 
by Managing Director Mr. Muham-
mad Ashraf Khan visited Institute of 
Management Sciences (IMScienc-
es), Peshawar and met with the 
Senior Management of CEIF IM-
Sciences. SBP team discussed var-
ious measures to promote Islamic 

Finance education especially in the 
backdrop of the recent decision of 
federal government to Islamize the 
economy. CEIF IMSciences team 
briefed SBP team on their various 
initiatives and agreed to work on 
areas of mutual interest for the pro-
motion of Islamic Finance in the re-
gion. (PR)
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A high-level UN delegation visited Afghanistan last week and sent 
a clear message to the Afghan government that isolating women 
will also isolate Afghanistan and as the country faces a terrible hu-
manitarian crisis, it cannot afford to do so. While these statements 
have been issued in the past as well, the tone implies that the inter-
national community is losing its patience with the de-facto Afghan 
leadership. The UN delegation has described the collapse of the 
rule of law and judicial independence in Afghanistan as a human 
rights catastrophe and emphasised that it is gravely concerned by 
the extreme exclusion of women from the legal system. The dis-
crimination against women has extended to all spheres as the 
Taliban have attempted to effectively ban all women from partici-
pating in the legal system. Over 250 women judges, and hundreds 
of female lawyers and prosecutors, have already been removed, 
while many women judges have fled the country or gone into hid-
ing. This follows the ban on women’s education—which has been 
a core concern for residents and the international community—and 
restrictions on their mobility, making the environment extremely 
suffocating for women in the country. Preempting the Taliban’s 
routine obfuscations and objections, the UN delegation’s composi-
tion sought to convey a message to the de-facto rulers as it included 
two of the senior most Muslim women in the UN system. One of 
them, Amina Mohammed, is also the senior most UN official af-
ter the secretary general. The third member, Mr Khiari, is also a 
Muslim. This will make it more difficult for the Taliban to portray 
the recommendations of an all-Muslim delegation as “anti-Muslim 
propaganda”, as they often do. Observers suggest that the findings 
of the delegation may influence global policies towards Afghani-
stan. The delegation has made it very clear that what is happen-
ing in Afghanistan is a grave women’s rights crisis and a wakeup 
call for the international community. The Taliban government has 
been afforded a lot of time to sort its governance issues and fulfill 
the promises it had made to guarantee human rights to all citizens, 
and it appears that there is no more room for stalling and diversion 
tactics. All the Kabul government is doing is isolating itself in the 
midst of a terrible humanitarian crisis at the expense of the Afghan 
people and their future.

Afghanistan UN Delegation

The world has witnessed a significant 
shift towards regionalism in the last 
quarter of the 20th century. The over-
arching goal was to enhance peace 
and prosperity in the region through 
multilateral engagement. Regionalism 
refers to the concept where geograph-
ically closed and proximate nations 
come together and joined hands with 
an objective of cooperation on the 
mutually set goals. South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) was established in 1985 with 
the objective of bringing economic, 
social and cultural development, in-
tegrating South Asian countries and 
promoting the welfare of the people of 
South Asia. Unfortunately, even after 
four decades of its formation, region-
alism is still a dream in South Asia and 
South Asia remains one of the poor-
est and least integrated regions in the 
world. There are number of factors 
that are becoming hindrance in way 
of pursuing common larger goals and 
objectives of SAARC. To being with, 
the attitude of SAARC states shows 
their nationalistic inclinations. Since 
the end of the World Wars, even the 
most patriotic and nationalistic Euro-
pean states started discussing to col-
laborate. While regional organisations 
such as the European Union (EU) and 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) have integrated 
the states which include even the past 
enemies, this blueprint has not suc-
ceeded in South Asia. It is primarily 
because SAARC nations, comprising 
of Hindus, Muslims, and Buddhists, 
do not belong to the same civilization. 
The cultural, religious, and ideological 
landscapes in South Asia are complex. 
There is no sense of belonging to one 
region among SAARC states and they 
are reluctant to let go of their indi-
vidual identity. States that are part of 
successful regional organizations, like 
EU and ASEAN, most often refers to 
themselves as ‘The ASEAN’ and ‘The 
Europeans’. However, SAARC nations 
do not own their organization since it’s 
highly unlikely that people from India 
and Pakistan will ever introduce them-
selves as SAARCIANs. Hence, lack of 
common identity leads to failure of 
SAARC. Likewise, SAARC has suf-
fered because of tensions between In-

dia and Pakistan, particularly over the 
disputed territory of Kashmir. India-Pa-
kistan relations are filled with security 
challenges, arms race, energy deficits 
and water disputes. SAARC summits 
have also been postponed because 
of these bilateral problems which 
is a big setback. For instance, there 
was summit to be held in Pakistan in 
2016, but it had to be called off as In-
dia boycotted it and under the Indian 
influence, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal also refused to come. 
It is quite improbable that SAARC will 
be successful until relations between 
India and Pakistan are mended. The 
irony is that Article 10 (2) of SAARC 
does not allow the discussions of bi-
lateral and contentious issues at its 
forum. Inclusion of bilateral problems 
in the SAARC charter would give oth-
er members a chance where they may 
work together to apply pressure on 
India and that is not acceptable to In-
dia. Therefore, the absence of conflict 
resolution mechanism and presence of 
constant rivalries are the obstructions 
in way of SAARC’s progress. More-
over, India’s hegemonic aspirations 
hinder regional cooperation in South 
Asia. Comparing India to its SAARC 
neighbours, there is a tremendous gap 
in terms of both resources and power 
that translate into a heightened sense 
of uneasiness among SAARC states. In 
his book, The Tragedy of Great Power 
Politics, Mearsheimer states that in an 
anarchic international environment, 
great powers maximize their power 
till they reach to the level of hegemon. 
In the context of South Asia, as India 
is a powerful state, it seeks to coerce 
member states of SAARC into aligning 
themselves with Indian national inter-
ests. It considers itself to be a regional 
hegemon; however, this viewpoint is 
not shared by the other SAARC states. 
Furthermore, India is also promoting 
sub-regionalism in South Asia, to iso-
late Pakistan in the region, which is 
diluting the significance of SAARC. 
To maintain its hegemony, it is moving 
from SAARC to other groupings like 
Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sec-
toral Technical and Economic Co-
operation (BIMSTEC); Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka are part 
of it while Pakistan is left out. India 

wants to take decisions which suits 
its national interests and it does not 
take into account the reservations and 
concerns of other neighboring states. 
The approach of Indian policies is ei-
ther aimed at dominating the smaller 
SAARC countries or at dividing them 
into sub-groups. Neither of these goals 
promotes collaboration among the 
SAARC nations. SAARC members 
are focusing on their vested interests 
and politics when there are common 
issues that need to be addressed by the 
countries collectively. There is huge 
economic potential in the South Asia, 
but SAARC countries have failed to 
utilize it. South Asia Free Trade Agree-
ment (SAFTA) and SAARC Preferen-
tial Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) 
were materialized; however, its mem-
bers have not engaged in significant 
trade. Presently, the intra-regional 
trade among SAARC members is 
less than 5%; lower than all other re-
gional organizations. States can take 
notes that despite of differences and 
clashes, trade between India-China 
and US-China is at optimum level. If 
these states can do trade, South Asian 
states can also normalize their trade 
relations which will ultimately reduce 
the tensions and lead to cooperation in 
other fields. In addition, environmen-
tal crisis in South Asia is a major issue 
for countries as South Asia is highly 
vulnerable to climate change. Both Pa-
kistan and India are also facing smog; 
and glaciers in Bhutan, Maldives and 
Pakistan are melting. Besides, there is 
low literacy rate, child labor, over pop-
ulation, gender disparity, youth bulge 
etc. in South Asia which demands the 
collaborative approach. Cooperation 
in these fields would surely open a 
window to resolve other bilateral is-
sues. States must learn from the EU 
and ASEAN to form a single identity. 
Any attempt to forge regional integra-
tion without cultivating this identity 
would be doomed to failure. Region-
alism is impossible without the resolu-
tion of bilateral issues. So, it is the need 
of hour that India should stop thinking 
of itself as hegemon of South Asia; and 
SAARC nations must put an end to 
their mutual hostility, heal old wounds, 
and work together for a better future.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today
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SAARC: Failed regionalism in South Asia
— By Imaz Virk

With respect to good governance, the 
formative years of Pakistan were quite 
encouraging than what is being wit-
nessed today after seventy-five years of 
our history. Rather bringing improve-
ment and reforms, unfortunately there 
has been a gradual down-fall in the 
governance system in Pakistan. This is 
unusual and shocking aspect as gener-
ally observed states find difficulties in 
their formative years to ensure good 
governance mainly because of lack of 
requisite resources,institutional issues 
and needed expert manpower. The 
domestic challenges facing Pakistan 
today are direct outcome of the poor 
governance system. Indeed, lack of 
good governance produces vulnerabil-
ities at social level and angst among the 
masses which are exploited by the rival 
powers through their spying networks. 
The globally agreed definition of gov-
ernance includes the process of deci-
sion making and the process through 
which decisions are implemented. The 
good governance on the other hand is 
an advanced form of the governance, 
in which state and its institutions meet 
the needs of the masses and society in 
a more proficient manner. Good gov-
ernance can be best ensured through 
optimum utilization of the resourc-
es, available at the disposal of state to 
benefit its masses while securing the 

national interests of the state. Howev-
er, mere availability of the resources 
in a country is one aspect. Resources 
provide the government and its institu-
tions, the leverage needed to make pro-
ficient use of them for the good of state 
and its masses. The real test of the gov-
ernance is exploring the resources and 
subsequently making best use of them 
for the advantage of its masses. In Paki-
stan, there have been fewer efforts by 
the successive governments for explor-
ing the available resources and mak-
ing their judicious use for the masses 
of Pakistan. As witnessed in past few 
decades, there has been institutional 
decay in Pakistan, rather their uplifting 
and development. Indeed, institutions 
play the central role towards good gov-
ernance. In the absence of good gov-
ernance, there appeared much vulner-
ability hurting the state and its masses 
as practiced and witnessed today. 
Advent of multiple divergences based 
on; ethnicity, sectarianism, factional-
ism and many other dissipating factors 
are the outcome of a wanting good 
governance. Besides, the ‘existence of 
massive corruption, lack of account-
ability, institutional clashes, constitu-
tional crisis, failure of justice system, 
poor law and order conditions’ all have 
their origin in the bad governance or 
at least absence of good governance. 

The element of corruption has deeply 
embedded into the state’s apparatus 
and most of the state’s institutions, 
badly affecting the society through a 
top-down approach. Over the last three 
decades, this undesired element has 
created a state of insecurity and chaos 
among the masses. Since the evil has its 
origin in the elite class (the ruling few) 
therefore, corrective measures were 
wrongly traced at the bottom bulk (the 
masses). They just had to follow their 
bosses, who neither considered it as an 
immoral act nor ever tried to stop it. To-
day this evil is deep-rooted with many 
forms and manifestations; difficult to 
be removed from state and society 
alike where each blaming the other and 
no one ready to abandon it. Since bulk 
of the elite class and their cronies are 
product of this corruption, therefore no 
one is ready to undergo an accountabil-
ity process. Whatever being witnessed 
today is nothing else other than the 
cosmetic and rhetoric. The unfortunate 
part of this entire episode is the rhetoric 
being played in the most unprofession-
al manner. While accusing the rivals, 
the former rulers (still elites) and con-
temporary elites blame each other for 
corruption, mismanagement, lootings, 
poor governance and falsification but, 
no one is ready for accountability.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Pakistan needs good governance
— By Dr Muhammad Khan

IN recent weeks and months, the 
US has made no secret of the fact 
that it is closely monitoring devel-
opments in Pakistan, both on the 
security and economic fronts. In 
the past three months, over a dozen 
statements have mentioned Paki-
stan specifically or in passing, and 
in each case, the tone and tenor 
reflects a level of concern seldom 
seen in the past. The latest State 
Department statement hoped for 
economic stability in the country, 
while stressing that Washington 
was not only aware of Pakistan’s fi-
nancial issues, but was also backing 
efforts to rebuild the national econ-
omy. Asked if Washington shared 
the fear — which many in the coun-
try have been voicing — that Islam-
abad is close to economic collapse, 
a State Department spokesperson 
told Dawn the country needed to 
work with international financial in-
stitutions to strengthen its economy. 
“To put Pakistan on a sustainable 
growth path and restore investor 
confidence, we encourage Pakistan 
to continue working with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
implementing reforms, especially 
those which will improve Pakistan’s 
business environment,” the US of-
ficial said. “Doing so will make Pa-
kistani business more competitive 
and will also help Pakistan attract 
high quality foreign investment.” 
When a similar question was put 
to Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhut-
to-Zardari, he told Dawn: “As long 
as we are willing to help ourselves”, 
others would continue to help Paki-
stan. “We need to help them help us 
by taking necessary steps at home.” 
The foreign minister noted that at a 
recent conference in Geneva, the in-
ternational community had pledged 

to provide around half of the funds 
Pakistan needed for reconstruction 
after the 2022 floods. “Now, Paki-
stan needs to come up with the oth-
er 50 percent.” The foreign minister 
also underscored the need to reach 
a “conclusion with the IMF” and fol-
low up with French President Em-
manuel Macron and UN Secretary 
General Antonio Gutteres’ offer to 
renegotiate our debt. To put things 
into perspective, the State Depart-
ment official said, “Pakistan’s mac-
roeconomic stability is a topic of 
conversation between the Pakistani 
and US governments, including the 
US Department of State and our 
counterparts, the Department of the 
Treasury, and the White House.”
– Great power rivalry in South Asia
But why is Washington so preoccu-
pied with Pakistan’s stability, eco-
nomic and otherwise? Conventional 
wisdom suggests that the driving 
factor is our nuclear programme, 
and that the world cannot afford to 
see a nation with a nuclear arsenal 
teetering on the brink of oblivion. 
But this conventional wisdom only 
reveals the tip of the iceberg. “Pa-
kistan is the fifth largest country in 
the world and the second largest 
Muslim country – and that too with 
a large army and an extensive nu-
clear infrastructure,” says Hassan 
Abbas, distinguished professor of 
International Relations at the Na-
tional Defense University, Wash-
ington DC. “For anyone interested 
in global stability and maintenance 
of prevailing international order, 
economic collapse of Pakistan can 
be devastating. The US, as a ma-
jor global power, is naturally con-
cerned.

Courtesy: DAWN 

Analysis: Why a financially stable Pakistan  
is in US interest 
— By Anwar Iqbal

Poor conditions of road  
I would like to draw the attention of 
the authorities concerned through 
your esteemed newspaper about the 
condition of the roads in Karachi. 
Almost all the roads in the city are 
ruined. The condition has become 
much more serious as so many ac-
cidents are happening daily. It also 

causes a severe damage to running 
vehicles. The drainage system is also 
responsible for damage to the roads. 
The present situation has really be-
come painful and distressing for the 
citizens. The residents of Karachi are 
paying full vehicle taxes as it is part 
of their obligation. It is therefore a 
fundamental right of the citizen to 

have better roads for their vehicles. 
The whole transport system is badly 
affected due to the poor conditions of 
the roads. The concerned authorities 
are requested to please take neces-
sary action in this regard.

– Farzeen Khan
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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LAHORE: A local court on Wednes-
day granted transit remand of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader 
Fawad Chaudhry for producing him 
before Islamabad court in connec-
tion with a case. Earlier, Islamabad’s 
Kohsar police had produced the PTI 
leader before Judicial Magistrate 
Rana Mudassar after arresting him 

in the early hours of Wednesday 
morning from outside his residence 
in a case registered on the complaint 
of Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) Secretary Umar Hameed for 
“inciting violence against a constitu-
tional institution”. The police request-
ed the court to grant transit remand 
of the PTI leader for producing him 

before court concerned in Islamabad. 
However, Fawad’s counsel opposed 
the plea for transit remand and sub-
mitted that Islamabad was just at a 
distance of four hours drive and no 
transit remand was required. He sub-
mitted that police could directly take 
his client to Islamabad and produce 
him in the court concerned. (APP)

PM to receive UAE’s president in  
Rahim Yar Khan today

Inquiry underway against former PMC on 
giving contracts to fake companies

ANF recovers over 266 kg drugs in five  
operations; arrests three

Int’l Conference on Science Communication 
to be held in February

12th Sartyoon Sang Crafts exhibition from Feb 3

Quran Khawani held for late Federal secretary 
Sher Alam Mahsud

ECP de-notifies 43 more PTI MNAs

Railways starts upgradation work to improve 
services in passenger trains, stations

Ministry renovates 2,074 houses, flats in  
Islamabad during last five years

Admin confiscates 120 wheat flour bags

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif will receive President 
of United Arab Emirates (UAE) Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan on 
his arrival in Rahim Yar Khan today. 
The prime minister, during his day-
long visit to Rahim Yar Khan, will 
welcome the UAE president at the 
Chandana Airport. “The two lead-
ers will discuss further promotion of 
brotherly ties between Pakistan and 
the UAE and other matters of bilat-

eral interest,” the PM Office said. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Scams of millions of 
rupees are under inquiry against 
the former management of the Pa-
kistan Medical Commission (PMC) 
for giving contracts to ghost com-
panies. According to official sourc-
es at Pakistan Medical and Dental 
Council (PMDC), these companies 
were not even registered at the time 
of bidding but the contracts were 
awarded to these companies which 
is a clear violation of rules and regu-
lations. They said that the past man-
agement of PMC was also involved 
in many other irregularities like the 
PMC handed over the inspections 
to another public sector organiza-
tion to conduct an inspection of 
medical and dental colleges while 
a detailed procedure was adopted 
by any institution seeking recogni-
tion with PMDC. As a regulator, the 

PMDC used to monitor, inspect and 
regulate all the medical and dental 
colleges, they added. Similarly, for-
eign graduates were put under some 
pathway not given in the act as the 
act refers to preparing assessment 
criteria, they added. Unlike PM-
DC’s method of taking NEB exams 
through one recognized public uni-
versity to register foreign graduate 
students, the MBBS or BDS local 
students who used to give five uni-
versity exams had to give again NLE 
National licensing exit exam and 
then were given a full license, they 
added. They said that as per PMDC 
rules the local students were reg-
istered by PMDC after passing the 
recognized institutions whereas the 
PMC created three exams for a full 
license, provisional license and tem-
porary license. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) while conducting five count-
er-narcotics operations seized over 
266 kg narcotics and arrested three 
accused, said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Wednesday. He 
informed ANF in an operation re-
covered 167 kg charras from Quetta 
and arrested an accused resident of 
Quetta. In another operation con-
ducted in ‘Kuchlak’ area, ANF also 
recovered 85 kg charras from a rainy 
nullah. The spokesman informed 
that ANF North in an operation near 
‘Thalian’ Interchange Rawalpindi 

managed to recover six kg charras 
and 4.8 kg opium from secret cav-
ities of a car. In fourth operation 
ANF seized 3.6 kg charras from the 
possession of an accused resident of 
‘Nankana Sahib’ rounded up from 
Faisalabad. In fifth operation ANF 
managed to recover 80 heroin-filled 
capsules from the possession of a 
Bahrain-bound passenger resident 
of Attock going on flight no GF-791. 
The spokesman said that separate 
cases have been registered against 
the accused while further investiga-
tions are under process.(APP)

ISLAMABAD:COMSTECH-the OIC 
Standing Committee on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation has 
planned to arrange an International 
Conference on Science Communi-
cation and Community Engagement 
from February 1-3. According to 
an official of COMSTECH, the sci-
ence or media students, research-
ers, public relations experts, NGOs, 
and NPOS, Coordinators working 
at media organizations (electronic, 
print, social) will attend this confer-
ence cum workshop. The themes of 
the conference under the topic Sci-
ence Communication include Aca-
demia and Understanding, Science 

Diplomacy, Emerging Technologies, 
Climate Change and Life Sciences 
while the focus of the workshop will 
be Media training, Networking and 
Advocacy. The international speak-
ers who will participate in the confer-
ence include Mr. Ehsan Masood, Edi-
tor of Nature, UK; Dr. Mahaletchumy 
Arujanan, Malaysia; Dr. Fabio Turo-
no, Italy; Dr. Daborah Blum, USA; 
Mr. Mohammad Yahya, Egypt; Dr. 
Brooke Smith, USA;  Prof. John Dud-
ley, France; Dr. Saad Lotfey, UAE and 
Mr. Michael Wadleigh, USA.  The 
workshop will be of hybrid nature in 
which the participants can attend the 
event in person and online.(APP)

KARACHI: The Sindh Rural Support 
Organisation (SRSO) with the support 
of different partners and sponsors 
will organize the 12th Sartyoon Sang 
Crafts Exhibition in Karachi’s Ocean 
Mall from February 3-5. The exhibition 
would bring a variety of traditional arts 
and crafts to Karachi. These colourful 
and captivating products will be the 

work of thousands of rural women ar-
tisans from different districts of Sindh, 
including Kashmore-Kandhkot, Shi-
karpur, Larkana, Jacobabad, Khairpur, 
Sukkur, Badin, and others, said a press 
release issued here on Wednesday. A 
wide mixture of Sindh’s handicrafts, 
including home textiles (made up of 
intricate patchwork. (APP)

LAHORE: Quran khawani for the 
departed soul of late Capt. (R) Sher 
Alam Mahsud, ex-federal secretary 
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan 
Division, was held at Punjab Civil 
Officers Mess (PCOM), GOR-1, La-
hore here on Saturday. Ombudsman 
Punjab Maj (r)Azam Suleman Khan, 
Chief Secretary Abdullah Sumbal, 
ACS (Home) Capt. (R) Asadullah 
Khan, ACS (South Punjab) Saqib 
Zafar, Justice (r) Khalilur Rehman 
Ramday, Federal Secretary (Interi-
or) Yousuf Naseem Khokhar, Feder-
al Secretary Finance Hamid Yaqoob 
Sheikh, former CS Punjab Naveed 
Akram Cheema, Capt. (R) Zahid 
Saeed and Khizar Gondal, Taimoor 
Azmat Usman, former Secretary 
Election Commission Babar Yaqoob, 
former senior member of board of 
Revenue Babar Hayat Tarar, G.M 
Sikandar, Justice Rashid, former IG 
Shoaib Dastgir, Col Malik Zia, Gen. 

(R) Tauqeer, Khawaja Shamail, Far-
han Aziz Khawaja, Ahmad Raza 
Sarwar, Asim Imdad Ali, Saif Anjum, 
Nabeel Awan, Tariq Najeeb Najmi, 
Secretary Office of the Ombudsman 
Punjab Syed Tahir Raza Hamdani, 
Commissioner Lahore Aamir Jaan, 
Commissioner Sargodha Maryam 
Khan, Deputy Commissioner Lahore 
Muhammad Ali, Sohail Shahzad, 
Sohail Ashraf, Asif Iqbal Chaudhry, 
Capt. (R) Naseem Nawaz, Capt. (R) 
Javed Akbar, Shafiq Hussain Bukhari, 
Muzaffar Mahmood, Dr. Nasir Jamal 
Pasha, Rao Tahseen, Ahmad Malik, 
Maj. (R) Tariq Shafi, Dr. Aamir, Nadir 
Chattha, Moazam Shah, federal and 
provincial secretaries, retired mem-
bers of the judiciary, armed forces 
and people from different walks of 
life appreciated the valuable services 
of late Capt. (R) Sher Alam Mahsud 
and extended their condolences to his 
family. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day de-notified 43 more Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) members of 
the National Assembly (MNAs) fol-
lowing the acceptance of their res-
ignations by NA Speaker Raja Per-
vaiz Ashraf. According to an ECP 
notification, the resignations of the 
PTI lawmakers have been approved 
with immediate effect. The de-noti-
fied MNAs included Anwar Taj, NA 
23, Muhammad Yaqoob Shaikh, NA 
39; Gul Zafar Khan, NA 41; Jawad 
Hussain, NA 47; Tahir Sadiq, NA 55; 
Zulfiqar Ali Khan, NA 64; Haji Imti-
az Ahmed Choudhary, NA 85; Malik 
Muhammad Ehsan Ullah Tiwana, 
NA 94; Raza Nasrullah, NA 105; 
Muhammad Riaz Khan, NA 113; 
Muhammad Mehboob Sultan, NA 
114; Muhammad Ameer Sultan, NA 
116; Rahat Aman Ullah Bhatti, NA 
119; Rai Muhammad Murtaza Iqbal, 
NA 149; Mian Muhammad Shafiq, 
NA 161; Muhammad Farooq Azam 
Malik, NA 170; Javed Iqbal, NA 
179; Muhammad Shabbir Ali, NA 
181; Niaz Ahmed, NA 188; Khawaja 
Sheraz Mehmood, NA 189; Sardar 
Muhammad Khan Leghari, NA 192; 
Sardar Nasrullah Khan Dreshak, 
NA 194; Munaza Hassan, Reserve 
seat for women, Punjab; Dr Seem-

in Abdul Rehman Bokhari, Reserve 
seat for women, Punjab; Sobia Ka-
mal Khan, Reserve seat for women, 
Punjab; Nausheen Hamid, Reserve 
seat for women, Punjab; Rubina 
Jamil, Reserve seat for women, Pun-
jab; Fauzia Behram, reserve seat for 
women, Punjab; Rukhsana Naveed, 
Reserve seat for women, Punjab; 
Tashfeen Safdar, Reserve seat for 
women, Punjab; Syma Nadeem, Re-
serve seat for women, Sindh; Ghaza-
la Saifi, Reserve seat for women, 
Sindh; Nusrat Wahid, Reserve seat 
for women, Sindh; Nafeesa Inayat-
ullah Khan Khattak, reserve seat 
for women, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; 
Sajida Begum, Reserve seat for 
women, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; 
Nooreen Farooq Khan, Reserve seat 
for women, Khuber Pakhtunkhwa; 
Uzma Riaz, Reserve seat for wom-
en, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; Zille Hu-
ma,Reserve seat for women, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa; Shaheen Naz Saiful-
lah, Reserve seat for women, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa;Lal Chand, Re-
serve seat for Non-Muslim; Shunila 
Ruth, Reserve seat for Non-Mus-
lim; Jai Parkash, Reserve seat for 
Non-Muslim and Jamshed Thom-
as, Reserve seat for Non-Muslim. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways 
has accelerated the upgradation 
work involving the private sector 
to improve services in passenger 
trains as well as major railway sta-
tions to address the growing issues, 
especially sanitation issues. “The 
department was of the view that the 
cleanliness-related services in trains 
and at major stations, including La-
hore, Faisalabad, Karachi, Rawal-
pindi, Quetta, Peshawar, Khanewal, 
Sukkur, Sahiwal, Multan and Baha-
walpur were not satisfactory,” an 
official in the Ministry told APP. He 
said that if services of the private 
sector were hired under a fast-track 
policy, the hygiene conditions at 
stations and in trains could be im-
proved which would also restore the 
confidence of passengers in the de-
partment. The official said Minister 
for Railways Khawaja Saad Rafique 
also asked the officials to acceler-

ate efforts to bring uniformity in 
the design and signboards of stalls 
at the major railway stations under 
a policy. He said that Saad Rafique 
was also curious to quickly devise a 
policy in a bid to bring uniformity in 
the design of all the stalls. It is per-
tinent to mention here that last year 
Pakistan Railways decided to en-
gage the private sector to increase 
profit by improving services at ma-
jor stations. “The services required 
to be improved included renovation 
and construction of washrooms and 
their maintenance and other janito-
rial services at platforms, waiting 
for areas and yards,” he added. To 
a question, he said that Pakistan 
Railways has also started upgrada-
tion work of its five major railway 
stations across the country on mod-
ern lines to facilitate the passengers 
and help the department to generate 
more revenues. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Works De-
partment (PWD), Ministry of Hous-
ing and Works has upgraded and 
renovated as many as 2,074 houses 
and flats in various sectors of Islam-
abad during the last five years. “The 
Pakistan Public Works Department 
(PWD) has carried out EM works of 
as many as 1,107 flats and houses 
while around 967 civil work is exe-
cuted of different categories, an of-
ficial in the Ministry told APP. The 
official that the Ministry has owned 
as many as 5,253 houses and flats of 
categories-I to categories-V located 
in various sectors in the Federal cap-
ital. To a question, he said the Capital 
Development Authority (CDA) was 
responsible for the maintenance and 
renovation of Pak Secretariat Islam-
abad. Therefore, no fund has been 

spent on Ministry’s renovation. He 
said the Finance Division had already 
slashed the budget while making al-
locations. Hence, no funds had been 
surrendered to Finance Division and 
all the funds allocated during 2021-
22 in relevant heads were utilized by 
the general section. The official said 
the PWD has started sending notic-
es to the allottees of government ac-
commodation in Sector I-9/4 about 
payment of electric meter bills for 
water motors installed at residential 
blocks. He said the Finance Division 
had allocated funds for payment of 
utilities in the relevant heads of ac-
counts of the users while utility bills 
of the residential accommodation in-
cluding hostels, rest houses and judi-
cial residences should be paid by the 
users.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
in an operation here on Wednes-
day foiled a bid to smuggle wheat 
flour and confiscated 120 bags. Ac-
cording to a district administration 
spokesman, the authorities of the 
food department along with Naseer-
abad police conducted a raid and 

rounded up a driver namely Rohu-
llah on recovery of 120 wheat flour 
bags. He said the Food Department 
Rawalpindi and district police on 
the directives of the authorities con-
cerned were strictly monitoring all 
the exit points of Rawalpindi district 
to foil wheat and flour smuggling 
bids. (APP)

IRSA releases 57,600 
cusecs water

Bike-lifter gang arrested 
in Sargodha

GCUF issues admission 
forms submission schedule

Six arrested, cattle recovered

Gang busted;  
five robbers arrested

Eight shopkeepers arrested 
for profiteering

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) Wednesday released 
57,600 cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 44,500 cusecs. 
According to the data released by 
IRSA, the water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam was 1495.65 feet, 
97.65 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow in the dam 
was recorded as 16,500 cusecs while 
the outflow as 36,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Man-
gla Dam was 1126.75 feet, which was 
76.75 feet higher than its dead level of 
1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow of 
water were recorded as 9,200 cusecs 
and 2,800 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, 
Guddu and Sukkur was recorded as 
35,000, 41,200, 19,700 and 8,300 cu-
secs respectively. Similarly, from Riv-
er Kabul, a total of 11,600 cusecs of 
water was released at Nowshera and 
7,200 cusecs were released from Riv-
er Chenab at Marala. (APP)

SARGODHA: Police on Wednesday 
launched a comprehensive crack-
down on bike lifters and claimed to 
have arrested a gang. Police arrest-
ed Adnan and Sajjid, and also re-
covered four bikes and two mobile 
phonesfrom their possession. Police 
started investigation against the ac-
cused. (APP)

FAISALABAD: The Government 
College University Faisalabad 
(GCUF) has released an admission 
form submission schedule for MA/
MSc part I, II and composite sec-
ond annual examination 2022 and 
Mcom supplementary 2022. Accord-
ing to the schedule, the submission 
date with single fee is February 13, 
with doublefee February 24 and 
with triple fee is March 3. Further 
information is available at website 
www.gcuf.edu.pk (APP)

SARGODHA: Police on Wednes-
day claimed to have arrested six 
accused and recovered eight cattle 
from their possession. Police arrest-
ed Aslam, Zahid, Hussain, Khizar 
Hayyat, Saqib and Anwar besides 
recovering eight cattle. The accused 
had confessed four cases of cattle 
theft during the investigation, polic-
esources said. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawal-
pindi Police have busted a gang and 
arrested five robbers besides recov-
ering Rs 390,000 cash and other 
items from their possession. Accord-
ing to a police spokesman, Gujar 
Khan Police arrested five accused 
namely Umair, Sohail, Shehzad, Ta-
hir and Nasir, who were wanted in 
various cases. He informed that the 
police team constituted under the 
supervision of SHO Gujar Khan Po-
lice Station on the directives of SP 
Saddar Bilal Mehmood conducted 
a raid and managed to net the gang 
members. (APP)

SARGODHA:Price control magistrates 
arrested eight shopkeepers for profi-
teering in the city during a crackdown 
launched against profiteers. According 
to official sources, magistrates visit-
ed various areas of the City, including 
Satellite Town, Quenchi Mor,Chak No 
49 NB, and eight shopkeepers were in-
volved in profiteering. (APP)

Court grants transit remand of Fawad Chaudhry
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Parliament House to resume routine functioning after fixation of fault
ISLAMABAD: Parliament House will 
resume routine functioning from 
Thursday after a three-day compre-
hensive electrical audit and fixation 
of various electrical faults pertaining 
to sensitive electronic gadgets and 
overall wiring of the entire building 
by the experts. According to a press 
release, after hard work and contin-
uous efforts, concerned authorities 
have been able to fix the fault that 

resulted in minor short-circuit in 
parliament building a couple of days 
ago. Senate Chairman Muhammad 
Sadiq Sanjrani and National As-
sembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
monitored the overall operations and 
directed the concerned to take all 
precautionary measures to avoid any 
future untoward incidents. Senate 
Chairman and National Assembly 
Speaker were of the view that hu-

man safety is crucial and every effort 
must be made to overcome loopholes 
in the system. Both the postponed 
sessions of National Assembly and 
Senate would now resume as per 
revised scheduled. The Senate will 
meet on Thursday (January 26, 2023) 
at 11:00am and National Assem-
bly at 11:00am on Friday , (January 
27, 2023) in their respective halls. 
(Agencies)

Punjab Benevolent Fund releases 3.1m to 59 plaintiffs 
after the involvement of the Ombudsman Punjab

LAHORE: On the orders of the 
Ombudsman Punjab Maj (r) Azam 
Suleman Khan, the Punjab Benevo-
lent Fund has released the long over-
due educational scholarships, and 
farewell, marriage and burial grants 
worth Rs.31,40,240 to 59 applicants 
from various districts. The spokes-
man of the Office of the Ombudsman 
Punjab reported this in a statement 
issued on Tuesday. In a separate 
development, the local government 
& community development depart-
ment (LG&CD) has devised and 
distributed new two-factor authenti-
cation-based standard operating pro-
cedures among all union councils to 
ensure the foolproof safety of public 
records and that public information 
cannot be illegally changed in gov-
ernment offices, the spokesman stat-
ed. This step has been taken on the 
complaint of a Lahore-based woman 
who approached the ombudsman’s 
office to declare the fake divorce cer-
tificate null and void. The Ombuds-

man Punjab took strict notice of it 
and directed the secretary local gov-
ernment & community development 
department to constitute an investi-
gation committee and take concrete 
measures to secure the safety of 
public data and civil registration vital 
statistics, stored in the government 
system, cannot be illegally altered, 
the spokesman stated and added 
that the LG&CD department has 
informed the Office of the Ombuds-
man Punjab that two-factor authenti-
cation system has been introduced to 
further strengthen the government 
system. Meanwhile, a high-level in-
quiry committee has proposed to the 
federal higher education commis-
sion that the irregularity of admis-
sions in unapproved courses should 
be monitored. This step has been 
taken in response to the complaint of 
one Umar Yusuf of Gujranwala who 
approached the ombudsman office 
for the issuance of a DMLS degree, 
the spokesman noted. (APP)

Dacoit gang arrested, 
bikes, weapons recovered

DC directs SWMC to  
improve sanitation

PNCA holds street 
theater for PWDs

Advisory for growers of 
Gourd cultivation

BISP retailer held for 
fraud activity

FAISALABAD: Batala Colony police 
on Wednesday arrested a four-mem-
ber gang involved in dacoity and 
robbery cases. Police also recovered 
four motorcycles, four pistols, cash, 
cell phones and other valuables. Po-
lice said officials conducted raids 
and arrested Azhar, Ahmed, Farasat 
Nawazand Atif .(APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commission-
er Abdullah Khurram Niazi on 
Wednesday directed the Solid Waste 
Management Company (SWMC) to 
improve sanitation situation in new 
areas. During a meeting, the DC said 
sanitation system in urban union 
councils and tehsil headquarters 
had been transferred to the SWMC 
which would benefit people. The 
meeting was attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner General Sha-
hid Abbas, Assistant Commissioner 
Iqbal Sanghera, Deputy Director 
Development Yasir Raja,and other 
officers were also present. Earlier, 
the deputy director Development 
gave a briefing to the deputy com-
missioner.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) staged 
a play featuring challenges and life 
of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) 
in a street theater performance here 
Wednesday at Bari Imam area. The 
play titled “Hum Kar Saktay Hain” 
revolves around the life of a young 
girl with disability issues and the 
hardships she faced at different 
levels in life while her life is also 
an inspiration for many other such 
persons when she meets other per-
sons with disabilities and how they 
achieved their goals. It also high-
lighted social attitudes for persons 
with disabilities and the challeng-
es they face for their social inclu-
sion. The play was a part of series 
of street theater performances by 
PNCA to highlight issues related to 
persons with disabilities, environ-
ment and social issues.(APP)

FAISALABAD: The agriculture ex-
perts advised farmers to start cultiva-
tion of gourd (Ghiya Kaddu) imme-
diately with the advent of February 
and complete it by end of March to 
get a bumper yield. A spokesman for 
the agriculture department said on 
Wednesday that growers should cul-
tivate approved varieties of gourd as 
these had better disease resistance in 
addition to provide the maximum pro-
duction. The farmers should use 2-2.5 
kilogram seed of gourd for cultivation 
per acre crop and contactthe agricul-
ture department if they needed any as-
sistance or guidance, he added.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: A retailer was tak-
en down for deducting undue charges 
from financial aid offered to women 
registered with Benazir Income Sup-
port Program (BISP). According to 
Assistant Director BISP, the accused 
identified as Arshad used to cut small 
income from fixed aid worth Rs. 7000 
being provided to deserving women. 
On a tip-off, the official held a surprise 
visit at the retail shop located in Jhang 
Mor Muzaffargarh. It was discovered 
that the retailer was taking out money 
in the name of official charges from 
income given to deserving ladies. As a 
result, the accused was arrested by the 
police. (APP)

ICT admin seals various facilities over  
non-compliance of rules

IESCO for taking precautionary measures to 
avoid any mishap in rainy spell

Motorway Police assist travelers in recovering 
mobile phone

11,00-liter of unwholesome milk wasted

IUB and Pakistan Institute of Development  
Economics Islamabad organized a seminar on  

reforms agenda for long-term economic development

Prioritizing education is a key to human  
development: Experts

Cotton growers advised to remove crop  
remains from fields by 31st

Wheat quota of three flour mills suspended 
over hoarding

Huge oil quantity wastes as oil tanker turns turtle

PCAA holds mock security exercise  
at Rahim Yar Khan Airport

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) administration on 
Wednesday sealed two shops, one il-
legal clinic, and petrol and LPG filling 
stations during a crackdown against 
violators and profiteers in different 
areas. On the direction of the deputy 
commission ICT, assistant commis-
sioners raided 135 different areas, to 
ensure implementation of DC notified 
rate for essential items and sealed two 
shops, the shopkeeper was arrested 
FIR was also filed against the violator, 

said a press release issued by the ICT 
office. During the raid, shopkeepers 
were fined Rs 1100 for overcharging 
while nine professional beggars were 
also arrested and shifted to the police 
station. Meanwhile, nine kilograms of 
polythene bags were also confiscat-
ed, during inspection the teams also 
sealed an illegal clinic over corrupt 
practices. Furthermore, one illegal 
petrol and two illegal LPG filling sta-
tions were also sealed over illegal ac-
tivities by the administration. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Electric 
Supply Company (ISCO) on Wednes-
day advised the general public to take 
precautions to avoid any accidents 
during rains as a little carelessness 
can lead to fatal accidents. The gen-
eral public was advised to follow 
precautionary�measures�for the sake 
of saving life and important belong-
ings, told IESCO spokesperson here. 
He said always kept a reasonable 
distance from electric poles, trans-
formers and meters. Never touch na-
ked wire and get repaired defective 
wiring, use three pin plug along with 
proper earthing while using an iron, 
washing machine, refrigerator etc, 
put wooden pieces, flapper or ‘dari’ 
under your feet and also use rubber 
soles on shoes, said. He said to use 
rope while drying clothes instead of 

electrical wires and never use a water 
pipe for it. Instruct children to avoid 
going near electricity installations 
while playing, he added. Do not tie 
the rope of cattle with poles or stay-
wire and remain at least a hundred 
feet away from high-tension wires. 
He further advised that electrocuted 
person must be separated from the 
wire with a piece of wooden or dry 
cloth. Do not allow any person or an-
imal to go near the broken electricity 
wires till the arrival of concerned�I-
ESCO�staff.�� In case of any emergen-
cy, the consumers should contact the 
concerned areas’ Complaint Office, 
SDOs or XENs. The consumers could 
register their complaints at helpline 
118 or complaint office numbers 
0519252933 and 0519252934 in case 
of any emergency. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
way and Motorway Police (NHMP) 
helped commuters recover their lost 
phones in two separate incidents on 
Wednesday. According to the details 
issued by NHMP, a passenger con-
tacted the Motorway Police to report 
that he had lost his phone on a bus 
while travelling at Toba Tek Singh 
(N-5). The police utilized all the pos-
sible resources to locate the bus and 

phone which returned the phone to 
its rightful owner. In another inci-
dent, police officials found a mobile 
phone worth Rs60,000 during pa-
trolling at Azakhel N-5. The officers 
searched for the owner with the help 
of saved contacts and managed to 
reunite the belongings. The citizens 
expressed their gratitude and appre-
ciated the positive role of the motor-
way police. (APP)

SARGODHA: The Punjab food Au-
thority (PFA) on Wednesday disposed 
of 1,100-litre of milk during an inspec-
tion of 43 vehicles. A spokesman for 
the PFA said dairy safety teams head-
ed by Deputy Director Operations 
Shahbaz Sarwar set up pickets at 
Bhera Interchange and Lahore Road, 

and checked quality of 49,000-litre of 
milk through modern machines. They 
wasted 1,100-liter unwholesome milk 
which was mixed with polluted water, 
hazardous powders and urea. The 
teams also imposed hefty fines on 
owners of seven milk-carrying vehi-
cleson adulteration.(APP)

BAHAWALPUR: The Islamia Uni-
versity Bahawalpur and Pakistan 
Institute of Development Econom-
ics Islamabad organized a seminar 
on reforms agenda for long-term 
economic development at Baghdad-
ul-Jadeed Campus. The seminar 
was presided over by Vice Chan-
cellor, the Islamia University of 
Bahawalpur Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob and the chief guest was 
Vice Chancellor Pakistan Institute 
of Development Economics Islam-
abad Prof. Dr. Nadeem ul Haq.  
Commissioner Bahawalpur Raja 
Jahangir Anwar participated as the 
guest of honour in the conclud-
ing session. President Bahawalpur 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try Chaudhry Zulfikar Ali Mann, 
Pro Vice Chancellor Pakistan In-
stitute of Development Economics 
Islamabad Dr. Durr-e-Nayab, Dean 
Faculty of Social Sciences Prof. Dr. 

Rubina Bhatti and Chairman of the 
Department of Economics Dr. Abid 
Rasheed Gill and faculty mem-
bers were present on this occasion.  
The participants said that univer-
sities provide the blueprint and 
framework for social and economic 
development. Research in universi-
ties can actually play a key role in 
social and economic development, 
policy-making institutions should 
consult the experts in universities to 
deal with the existing social, espe-
cially economic problems. Pakistan 
is a country rich in natural resourc-
es. Pakistan needs the best economic 
road map for which universities can 
play a pivotal role. Pakistan needs 
long-term and short-term plan-
ning for sustainable development.  
All the social and political circles 
of the country should agree on the 
charter of economy for the econom-
ic development of Pakistan. (PR)

ISLAMABAD: Speakers of an event 
held in connection with the Internation-
al Day of Education stressed the need 
of prioritizing education, especially in 
times of disasters so that learners are 
not deprived of their right to education 
and highlighted the role of political par-
ties in ensuring quality education. They 
said this during a dialogue conducted 

by Awaz CDS and the Child Rights 
Movement. Chief Executive Awaz-CDS 
Zia ur Rehman said the event was an 
effort to create awareness of the intri-
cacies of issues in the education sector. 
He said that the root cause of the ailing 
education system was the lack of im-
plementation of government policies 
already put in place. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Agriculture experts 
advised cotton growers to remove 
crop remains from fields in addition 
to using plough by January 31 to min-
imize chances of pest attacks on next 
crops. A spokesman for the agricul-
ture (extension) department said on 
Wednesday that Gulabi Sundi (pink 
bollworm) was the worst enemy of 
cotton crops which caused colossal 
loss in cotton production. There-
fore, farmers should adopt off-sea-
son cotton management strategy to 
save their next crop from the attack 
of pests especially Gulabi Sundi. He 
said, “Pink bollworm goes in winter 
nap during November and December 

and its eggs remain present on cot-
ton seeds, branches and dried leafs 
in farms and ginning factories. When 
they get sufficient temperature after 
winter, they again become active”. 
He said farmers should cut branches 
of cotton crops nearer to earth up to 
January 31 and keep them in the sun-
shine so that Gulabi Sundi, its larva 
and eggs could die. The remains of 
cotton crops at growers farm and in 
ginning factories should be burnt be-
sides using rota-vater plough in the 
cotton fields after completely harvest 
the crop and its remains so that next 
crop could be saved from the attack 
of pests, he added. (APP)

MULTAN: District administration 
suspended the wheat quota of three 
flour mills over black marketing of 
flour during a crackdown launched 
here on Wednesday. As per direc-
tives of Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Muhammad Tahir Watto, the district 
administration and food department 
launched a joint crackdown against 
the black marketing of flour. The 
team of the food department led by 
Deputy Director Food Asif Raza con-
ducted raids at various flour mills 
to check the records of wheat quo-
ta and flour. The officer suspended 
the wheat quota of three flour mills 
over the hoarding of flour bags. The 

officer recovered 180 flour bags 
from National Flour Mills and is-
sued show cause notice to Al-Jahan 
and Bashir flour mills and directed 
them to submit flour supply records. 
Speaking on the occasion, DD Food 
Asif Raza said that a zero-tolerance 
policy was being followed against 
flour mills involved in supplying 
less flour against the wheat quota. 
He said that the food department 
has already recovered hundreds of 
thousands of mound wheat during 
the crackdown. He said that mobile 
flour sale points have also been set 
up across the district to facilitate 
masses. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: A huge amount 
of crude oil spilled on the road when 
an oil tanker stuffed with over 50,000 
litres of oil turned into a turtle on 
Wednesday morning. Official from 
Rescue Control Room said the oil 
tanker overturned while climbing on 
Shah Jamal road near Al-rehman pet-
rol pump. Rescuers dispatched the fire 
vehicle as the diesel started to quickly 
gush out of the tank. However, it didn’t 
cause any serious hazard which could 
trigger damage to anything. The entire 
area was cordoned off with help of 

police, also an alert issued to nearby 
residents located at the particular radi-
us to adopt pre-cautionary measures. 
Traffic was given alternate passage be-
fore the leakage was stopped through 
technical means by the experts. Most 
of the oil was absorbed into soil 
around sides of the road. Rescue staff 
conducted AFF showering with throw-
ing soil on the spilled oil. Another 
tanker was reported to have called up 
to shift the remaining lubricant before 
it was dispatched them to the desired 
destination. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Civ-
il Aviation Authority (PCAA) has 
held a mock security exercise at the 
Sheikh Zayed International Airport, 
also known as Rahim Yar Khan Air-
port, to tackle emergencies and any 
untoward incidents. The personnel 
of Airport Security Force, Punjab 

Police, Army, Rangers, Elite Squad, 
Rescue-1122, Health Department 
and Special Branch Punjab Police 
participated in the joint exercise, 
carried out to handle miscreants in 
a highly professional manner, PCAA 
spokesman said in a news release 
here on Wednesday. (APP)
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Microsoft’s quarterly profit beats forecasts on cloud strength

Saudi Arabia’s oil exports value rises 11.8% in November 2022: GASTAT

Malaysia’s 2022 TIV hits record high, surpasses 2015

Australia’s inflation hits 33-year high in Q4, more rate hikes loom

Brazil wheat making strides in global markets amid Russia-Ukraine conflict

M&M’s to lose iconic ‘spokescandies’

Hindenburg shorts India’s Adani Group, cites debt, accounting concerns

US Treasury activates new measure to avoid breaching debt limit

OAKLAND: Microsoft Corp reported 
a better-than-expected quarterly profit 
on Tuesday (Jan 24) as strong perfor-
mance at its cloud services business 
helped offset a slump in the personal 
computer market, sending its shares 
4% higher in extended trading. The 
upbeat results from Microsoft, whose 
business spans cloud services, soft-
ware, gaming and computer hardware, 
will likely allay fears of a meltdown in 

the tech industry which has laid off tens 
of thousands of employees this year in 
anticipation of an economic downturn. 
Second-quarter net income fell 12% 
to US$16.4 billion (RM70.2 billion) 

in the quarter, but adjusted income of 
US$2.32 per share topped Wall Street’s 
consensus estimate of $2.29, according 
to Refinitiv calculations. Microsoft said 
Azure cloud product revenue rose 31% 
in the quarter, in line with estimates 
compiled by Visible Alpha, while its 
broader Intelligent Cloud division post-
ed revenue of US$21.5 billion, versus a 
Wall Street consensus of US$21.4 bil-
lion compiled by Refinitiv. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s oil export 
value rose by 11.8 percent to SR9.5 bil-
lion ($2.53 billion) in November 2022, 
compared to the same month in 2021, 
according to the latest data released by 
the General Authority for Statistics. In 
its report, GASTAT noted that the King-
dom’s overall merchandise exports in-
creased 3.6 percent year-on-year in No-
vember 2022.  The total value of overall 
merchandise exports in November 2022 
amounted to SR12.8 billion, up from 

SR108.8 billion in the same month of the 
previous year. “The share of oil exports 
in total exports increased from 74.0 per-
cent in November 2021 to 79.8 percent 
in November 2022,” said GASTAT in 
the report. According to the report, Sau-

di Arabia’s non-oil exports including 
re-exports decreased by 19.7 percent to 
SR22.7 billion in November 2022, com-
pared to the same month in 2021. The 
GASTAT report further pointed out that 
the Kingdom’s non-oil exports exclud-
ing re-exports also decreased by 18 per-
cent year-on-year in November 2022. 
The report added that Saudi Arabia’s 
overall merchandise imports increased 
by 26.5 percent to SR62.7 billion in No-
vember 2022. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s auto-
motive total industry volume (TIV) 
hit a record high of 720,658 units in 
2022, breaking the previous record of 
666,598 units set in 2015. RHB Invest-
ment Bank Bhd said the total produc-
tion volume (TPV) also rose to a record 
high of 702,000 units. “The strong num-
bers were driven by pent-up demand, 
new launches, the sales and service 
tax (SST) exemption which prompt-
ed customers to rush to place orders, 

improved production and recovering 
supply chains. “The 2022-high TIV of 
77,000 in December brought the total 
TIV for the year to 720,658 units, an 

increase of 42 per cent year-on-year 
(y-o-y), breaking the previous record 
set in 2015,” it said in a research note to-
day. The investment bank also said that 
the TIV in 2022 was also higher than 
their forecast of 700,000 and Malay-
sian Automotive Association’s (MAA) 
630,000 estimate. “As for this year, we 
expect earnings to decline from a high 
base due to softening sales and as for-
ward valuations are at or above histori-
cal averages. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australian inflation shot to a 
33-year high last quarter as the cost of 
travel and electricity jumped, a shock 
result that adds to the case for the coun-
try’s central bank to raise interest rates 
again next month. Investors sharp-
ly narrowed the odds on the Reserve 
Bank of Australia (RBA) lifting its cash 
rate by a quarter point to 3.35% when it 
meets on Feb 7, sending the local dollar 
up to a five-month high of US$0.7085. 
Analysts had thought there was some 
chance the RBA might even pause its 

tightening campaign, but the sheer pace 
of inflation put paid to that. “While this 
is expected to be the peak in inflation in 
this cycle, the RBA’s hawkish commu-
nications lead us to expect another rate 
rise in February, with another increase 
likely to follow in March,” said Sean 

Langcake, head of macroeconomic 
forecasting for BIS Oxford Economics. 
Data from the Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics on Wednesday showed the con-
sumer price index (CPI) surged 1.9% in 
the December quarter, outpacing mar-
ket forecasts of 1.6%. The annual rate 
climbed to 7.8%, from 7.3%, the highest 
since 1990 and more than twice the pace 
of wages growth. For December alone, 
the CPI rose a startling 8.4% compared 
to the same month a year ago, up from 
7.3% in November. (Agencies)

Global confectionery giant Mars an-
nounced on Monday it will stop using 
“spokescandies” in M&M’s advertising 
campaigns. According to a company 
statement, the brand’s iconic cartoon 
candy representatives, introduced back 
in the 1950s, have been stirring unwel-
come controversy, and it was decided 
to let them go. “In the last year, we’ve 
made some changes to our beloved 
spokescandies. We weren’t sure if any-

one would even notice. And we definite-
ly didn’t think it would break the inter-
net. But now we get it – even a candy’s 
shoes can be polarizing... Therefore we 
have decided to take an indefinite pause 

from the spokescandies,” a statement 
on M&M’s Twitter account read. The 
news comes after M&M’s made several 
changes to its customary candy mascots 
and its ad campaign. In January 2022, 
some of the candy characters received 
makeovers to become more appealing to 
young consumers, including the female 
Green, who saw her high-heeled boots 
exchanged for sneakers. The move was 
widely criticised online. (Agencies)

SAO PAULO: Brazil is poised to reg-
ister record wheat shipments for Jan-
uary as local suppliers continue to fill 
the void left by major exporters Russia 
and Ukraine because of the ongoing 
war, industry sources told Reuters. 
The combination of a bumper harvest 
and production hiccups in Argentina 
due to a drought also bolstered Bra-
zilian exporters, particularly in Rio 
Grande do Sul, the country’s biggest 
wheat producer, they said. Based on 
shipping schedules, the National As-

sociation of Cereal Exporters (Anec) 
projected wheat exports at 803,800 
tons for January. If confirmed, the 
volume will represent a new historic 
high for the month, compared to the 
previous record of 695,900 tons reg-

istered in January 2022, according to 
Anec data. “Brazil is a big producer 
and exporter of grains. As you earn 
credibility from the soybean trade, you 
begin to expand to other products,” 
Anec Director-General Sergio Mendes 
told Reuters. According to Mendes, 
grain importers see Brazil as a reliable 
supplier, and this favors exporters. In-
donesia, Saudi Arabia and Sudan buy 
around 50 percent of Brazilian wheat 
exports. Vietnam is also a prominent 
buyer, Mendes noted. (Agencies)

BENGALURU: Hindenburg Research 
said on Wednesday it held short po-
sitions in Adani Group, accusing 
the Indian conglomerate of improp-
er extensive use of entities set up in 
offshore tax havens and expressing 
concern about high debt levels. The 
group, which is led by Gautam Adani, 
the world’s third richest man accord-
ing to Forbes, dismissed the U.S. 
short-seller’s claims as baseless. The 
report, which comes days ahead of a 
$2.5 billion share offering by flagship 

firm Adani Enterprises (ADEL.NS), 
sparked sharp falls in shares of Adani 
group firms. Hindenburg, which has 
short positions in Adani companies 
through U.S.-traded bonds and non-In-
dian-traded derivative instruments, 
said key listed companies in the group 

had “substantial debt” which has put 
the entire group on a “precarious fi-
nancial footing”. It also said that seven 
Adani listed companies have an 85% 
downside on a fundamental basis due 
to what it called “sky-high valuations”. 
Adani Group’s Chief Financial Officer, 
Jugeshinder Singh, said in a statement 
that the company was shocked by the 
report, calling it a “malicious combina-
tion of selective misinformation and 
stale, baseless and discredited allega-
tions.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US Treasury sec-
retary Janet Yellen activated anoth-
er extraordinary cash management 
measure on Tuesday to avoid breach-
ing the federal debt limit, suspending 
daily reinvestments in a large govern-
ment retirement fund that holds Trea-
sury debt, the department said. In a 
letter notifying Congress of the move 

to access the Government Securities 
Investment Fund (G Fund), Yellen did 
not alter a projected early June dead-
line for when the Treasury may no 
longer be able to pay the nation’s bills 
without an increase in the US$31.4 
trillion statutory borrowing limit. “The 
statute governing G Fund investments 
expressly authorises the Secretary of 

the Treasury to suspend investment 
of the G Fund to avoid breaching the 
statutory debt limit,” Yellen wrote in 
the letter to House of Representatives 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, a Republi-
can, and other congressional leaders. 
“My predecessors have taken this sus-
pension action in similar circumstanc-
es.” (Agencies)

Argentina running out of space to store 
banknotes – Bloomberg

China steps up approvals  
for foreign financial companies

Gold holds tight range ahead of US economic data

Oil Updates — Crude rebounds; US crude  
inventories up 3.4m barrels last week

Volvo recalls around 106,900 cars worldwide

Saudi energy minister meets Bahraini minister  
of oil and environment

BUENOS AIRES: Banks in Argentina 
are suffering from a shortage of space 
to store the quickly depreciating na-
tional currency banknotes, Bloomberg 
reported, citing sources in the banking 
industry. According to the report, Ban-
co Galicia and the local unit of Spain’s 
Banco Santander have been forced to 
install additional vaults to store peso 
bills. Banco Galicia has already add-
ed eight vaults for cash storage over 
the past year to the two it had since 
2019, and reportedly plans to set up 
two more in the coming months. Ar-
gentina, which boasts the second big-
gest economy in South America after 
Brazil, has been plagued by economic 
instability for decades but the situa-
tion has worsened in recent years. The 
country has once again defaulted on its 
debt in 2020, and has had to resort to 
capital controls to protect its curren-

cy. Inflation is currently approaching 
100%, while Buenos Aires also owes 
roughly $40 billion to the IMF. Argen-
tina’s largest denomination banknote – 
1,000 pesos – is currently worth around 
$5.40 on official exchanges, but barely 
reached $2.65 when valued at informal 
exchange rates last week. Amid the 
surge in prices, Argentinians have been 
forced to carry hundreds of banknotes 
to pay for ordinary purchases, with 
transactions becoming increasingly 
difficult due to the need to use a greater 
number of bills. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: China has issued a 
flurry of approvals for foreign finan-
cial companies looking to expand into 
the country as Beijing seeks to boost 
investor confidence after abruptly end-
ing years of pandemic restrictions. The 
approvals for global banks and asset 
managers to set up or start operations 

of fully owned entities have come since 
China’s 20th Party Congress in Octo-
ber, when President Xi Jinping secured 
an unprecedented third term in office. 
Such approvals were rare for the ma-
jority of 2022 and signal Beijing’s desire 
to woo foreign business. The majority 
of the approvals were in the asset man-
agement sector, a US$4 trillion market 
in China. JP Morgan Asset Manage-
ment last Thursday won approval to 
convert an existing mutual fund joint 
venture into a fully owned entity. Cana-
dian manager Manulife, which adopted 
a similar route, gained full control of its 
China unit in November. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Gold prices traded in a 
tight range on Wednesday as investors 
stayed away from taking big bets ahead 
of US economic growth data this week, 
while expectations of slower interest 
rate hikes from the Federal Reserve 
kept bullion’s outlook bright. Spot gold 
was steady at $1,937.09 per ounce, as of 
0249 GMT, after hitting its highest since 
late April 2022 on Tuesday. US gold fu-
tures were up 0.2% at $1,940.00. Mar-
ket focus is now on the fourth-quarter 
US GDP data due on Thursday, which 

could set the tone for the Fed’s Jan. 
31-Feb. 1 policy meeting. The market 
is not taking a clear direction ahead of 
the US GDP data and the Fed meeting, 
said Ilya Spivak, head of global macro 
at Tastylive. Most investors are expect-
ing the Fed to raise rates by 25 basis 
points (bps) at its policy meeting next 
week. The US central bank slowed its 
tightening pace to 50 bps last month af-
ter four straight 75-bp hikes. With low-
er interest rates translating into lesser 
returns on interest-bearing assets like 
government bonds, investors may pre-
fer zero-yield gold. If there are signs 
that the US economy is slowing and the 
Fed will soon slow its tightening pace 
and cut interest rates, then gold could 
gain, Spivak said. “However, for prices 
to breach the $2,000 level, the US dollar 
has to continue weakening,” he added. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Crude oil prices rebounded 
on Wednesday as demand recovery 
hopes in top importer China follow-
ing its exit from COVID-19 pandemic 
curbs provided support after prices 
dropped in the previous session on con-
cerns about global economic growth. 
Brent crude futures gained 26 cents, 
or 0.30 percent, to $86.39 per barrel at 
08.00 a.m. Saudi time after falling 2.3 
percent in the previous session. US 
West Texas Intermediate crude futures 
rose 20 cents, or 0.25 percent, to $80.33 
per barrel, having dropped 1.8 percent 
on Tuesday. Meanwhile, a report from 
American Petroleum Institute showed 
that US crude inventories rose by 3.378 

million barrels during the week ended 
Jan. 20. The crude build happened as 
refiners slowed down the output of fuel 
products, amid an unseasonably warm 
winter. The inventory report by API 
suggested a 0.620-million-barrel rise 
in gasoline stocks for last week and a 
1.929-million-barrel deficit in distillate 
stockpiles. (Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Sweden-based Vol-
vo Cars (VOLCARb.ST) is recalling 
around 106,900 cars worldwide over a 
suspected fault related to the brakes, a 
Volvo Cars spokesperson said on Tues-
day. The vehicles being recalled are of 
the 2023 year model of the C40, XC40, 
S60, V60, XC60, V90 and XC90 models, 
the spokesperson said.  (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Minister of 
Energy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman 
held a meeting with Bahrain’s Minister 
of Oil and Environment and the Special 
Envoy for Climate Affairs Dr. Moham-
med bin Mubarak bin Daina, the Saudi 
Press Agency reported on Tuesday.
During the meeting, they reviewed the 
bilateral relations between their two 
countries and followed up on the prog-

ress of their work on common issues in 
the energy field. (Agencies)
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ABU DHABI: UAE Team ADQ, the 
nation’s first professional women’s 
cycling team will participate along-
side 20 international teams in the first 
Women’s UAE Tour. The inaugural 
tour will take place from Feb. 9-12, 
ahead of the fifth edition of the Men’s 
UAE Tour, which will take place from 
Feb. 20-26. “We are thrilled to be part 
of the first Women’s UAE Tour next 
month,” Melissa Moncada, head of 
UAE Team ADQ, said. “It is an inspira-
tional race for many reasons; the first 

of its kind in the UAE and the region. 
Additionally, it is a unique opportunity 
for women in the UAE to support the 
female team representing our nation 
and see them competing in a World 

Tour standard race on our home soil.” 
The tour’s total distance is 468 kilome-
ters and comprises four stages. Stage 
1 is from Port Rashid to Dubai Harbor 
(109 km), Stage 2 from Al-Dhafra Cas-
tle to Al-Mirfa (133 km), Stage 3 from 
Hazza bin Zayed Stadium to Jebel Ha-
feet (107 km), and Stage 4 from Fatima 
Bint Mubarak Ladies Sports Academy 
to Abu Dhabi Breakwater (119 km). 
Reflecting the UAE flag colors, UAE 
Team ADQ riders will be wearing the 
new official jerseys. (Agncies)

NEW YORK: American Mikaela Shif-
frin claimed yet another record in her 
trophy-laden career as she secured an 
83rd women s World Cup victory on 
Tuesday, moving her to the top of the 
list past her compatriot Lindsey Vonn. 
After a few near-misses since matching 
Vonn s mark in Kranjska Gora earlier 
this month, Shiffrin sealed her mile-
stone win in the giant slalom at the Ital-
ian resort of Kronplatz. The four-time 
overall World Cup champion clocked 
the fastest first leg down the Erta slope 

with Swiss reigning giant slalom world 
champion Lara Gut-Behrami 0.13 sec-
onds behind. Gut-Behrami piled on the 
pressure with a superb second run but 
Shiffrin, 27, responded and consolidat-
ed her advantage to claim victory by 
0.45 seconds overall. Italy s Federica 

Brignone was third. Swedish men s 
slalom great Ingemar Stenmark holds 
the absolute record of 86 World Cup 
victories -- all in slalom or giant slalom 
-- in the 1970s and 1980s. “It s hard to 
find words actually. I don t think there 
are words to explain all the feelings 
because during the day it s stressful, 
sometimes peaceful, sometimes ner-
vous, sometimes exciting,” Shiffrin, 
who extended her huge lead in the 
World Cup overall standings, told Eu-
rosport. (Agencies)

KYIV: Russian athletes should have 
“no place” at the 2024 Paris Olympics, 
Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelen-
sky told French counterpart Emmanu-
el Macron on Tuesday as his country 
marked 11 months of war. “I particular-
ly emphasised that athletes from Rus-
sia should have no place at the Olympic 
Games in Paris,” Zelensky wrote on 
Telegram following a telephone call 
with Macron. Russia launched its inva-
sion on Feb 24 last year, just days after 

the closing ceremony of the Beijing 
Winter Olympics. The International 
Olympic Committee swiftly sanctioned 
Russia and neighbouring Belarus, 
which Moscow’s troops used as a 

launchpad for the assault. No interna-
tional sporting event has been organ-
ised in Russia or Belarus since the out-
break of the conflict and the countries’ 
national symbols have been removed 
from such major competitions. IOC 
chief Thomas Bach said last year that 
he would like to see the sporting sanc-
tions extended in 2023 and a strong 
Ukrainian team at the Paris Olympics 
and the 2026 Winter Olympics in Italy. 
(Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Magda Linette react-
ed with disbelief after continuing her 
dream run into the semifinals of the 
Australian Open on Wednesday with 
a stunning 6-3, 7-5 victory over former 
world number one Karolina Pliskova. 
The unheralded Pole played wonder-
fully controlled tennis that belied her 
ranking of 45th in the world to wrap 
up a thoroughly deserved victory in 
the blazing sun on Rod Laver Arena. 
Linette had been expected to play sec-
ond fiddle to compatriot Iga Swiatek 

at Melbourne Park but will now battle 
for a place in the final against Aryna 
Sabalenka or Donna Vekic, who face 
off in Wednesday’s second quarter-

final. “It’s so much and I can’t really 
believe it,” the 30-year-old said. “It’s re-
ally dreams come true. We keep going, 
though, I don’t want to get too excited 
because we’re still in the tournament, 
but I’m super grateful and happy.” Af-
ter both players were broken in their 
opening service game, Linette showed 
the greater composure and took con-
trol of the first set as twice Grand Slam 
finalist Pliskova racked up 14 of the 36 
unforced errors she would make over 
the match. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Fifth seed Aryna Sa-
balenka outmuscled Donna Vekic 6-3, 
6-2 in a ferocious battle of big hitters on 
Wednesday to reach the semifinals of 
the Australian Open for the first time. 
The 24-year-old, the only top-10 seed 
left in the draw, took her chances in a 
physical one-hour first set littered with 
break points before running away with 

the second. Vekic had held a 5-1 career 
record against Sabalenka but was un-

able to match the level of the new, im-
proved version of the Belarusian with 
13 double faults not helping the Croa-
tian’s cause. Sabalenka completed the 
semifinal line-up after 109 minutes on 
Rod laver Arena and will play Polish 
surprise package Magda Linette on 
Thursday for a place in her first Grand 
Slam final. (Agencies)

POTCHEFSTROOM: Pakistan journey 
at the inaugural ICC Women’s U-19 
T20 World Cup came to an end when 
they were beaten by 103 runs by New 
Zealand by 103 runs in the Super Six 
stage match on Tuesday. A target of 
179 runs proved too much for Paki-
stan, who could only manage 75 runs 
by the end of 20 overs, losing seven 
wickets during their chase. Opener 

Eyman Fatima, who had been excep-
tional throughout the campaign, and 
her partner Shawaal Zulfiqar were dis-
missed for ducks while Warda Yousaf, 
captain Syed Aroob Shah and Laiba 
Nasir failed to go past single figures. 
Aliza Khan was cleaned up by Tash 
Wakelin after scoring 11 off 26 before 
Areesha Noor — Pakistan’s best batter 
— departed for 24 off 39. Anosha Nasir 

stayed unbeaten on 11. With the ball, 
Anoosha claimed three wickets for 32 
runs, extending her tally of wickets in 
the tournament to 10 in five games. She 
broke the brisk opening stand between 
Emma McLeod (32) and Anna Brown-
ing (31), who added 47 runs in 29 balls 
and later dismissed Georgia Plimmer 
(53) and Paige Loggenberg (0) in the 
final over of the innings. (Agencies)

EDINBURGH: The Scottish Rugby 
Union (SRU) will ban transgender 
women from female contact rugby 
competitions from Feb 1, the gov-
erning body said on Tuesday after 
carrying out a review of its gender 
participation policy. Only players re-
corded as female at birth would be 
allowed to play contact rugby in the 
women’s category, the SRU said. The 
policy will be reviewed each year 
and also if any new scientific data 
and research becomes available. 

The ban aligns with the positions of 
the English, Irish and Welsh unions 
and takes into account guidance 
from World Rugby and the UK-wide 
Sports Council Equality Group. “We 
fully acknowledge this is a difficult 

and sadly divisive societal issue, and 
that has been especially apparent 
over the last few months,” the SRU 
board said in a statement. “Scottish 
Rugby has been mindful of this and 
aimed to deal with the issue in a sen-
sitive manner.” Transgender women 
could previously participate in the 
women’s game in Scotland depend-
ing on the outcome of a “thorough 
medical process including testos-
terone tests” prior to registration to 
play. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: Just about anyone will do 
just about anything you ask of them to-
day, so ask away! Jupiter in your sign, 
linked to the Sun, means others see you 
at your best now and will go out of their 
way to get the best for you. Take advan-
tage of it!
– TAURUS: The more others tell you 
that you need to act quickly today the 
more inclined you will be to take your 
time and, on this occasion, you are 
right to drag your heels. The only rea-
son they want you to move fast is be-
cause they will benefit from it.
– GEMINI: Use your Gemini talent for 
words to get people to support your 
way of doing things over the next 24 
hours. Some of your ideas may seem 
a bit extreme for their liking but your 
charm and communication skills can 
win them round.
– CANCER: This is a really good day 
for business matters of all kinds and if 
there are financial deals to be done you 
should be able to get the best terms. 
Remember though that you will make 
more money in the long-term if others 
profit as well.
– LEO: Not even a Leo can be a win-
ner every day of the week but with the 
Sun, your ruler, on good terms with 
luck planet Jupiter today there is every 
chance you will find yourself way out in 
front. The finishing line is closer than 

you think!
– VIRGO: You will hear something to-
day that you can turn to your advan-
tage, but ask yourself first if that’s the 
right thing to do. If what you gain is at 
the expense of a friend then maybe you 
should give it a miss. What does your 
conscience tell you?
– LIBRA: You will be in a remarkably 
generous mood today, so much so that 
you may start giving away things you 
really should be keeping for yourself. 
Yes, it’s true, the goodness you send 
out comes back to you eventually but 
you don’t have to impoverish yourself!
– SCORPIO: You may not be the most 
trusting member of the zodiac but to-
day’s Sun-Jupiter link suggests that 
both at home and at work you can rely 
on others to be honest with you. Will 
what they say be to your liking? Almost 
certainly it will.
– SAGITTARIUS: Support will come 
from an unlikely source today. Some-
one you don’t usually see eye-to-eye 
with will go out of their way to back you 
and to say you’ll be grateful is some-
thing of an understatement. Find ways 
to support them in return.
– CAPRICORN: An offer of some kind 
will look extremely tempting but make 
sure it is a good fit for you. Financially, 
it’s clearly a deal you will benefit from, 
but is it worth it considering how much 
time and energy you will have to give 
in return?
– ACQUARIUS: Life is good and get-
ting better by the minute and today’s 
Sun-Jupiter link means you can look 
forward to some real fun and games 
between now and the end of the week. 
Everyone thinks you should be at the 
center of things, so don’t disappoint 
them.
– PISCES: Don’t let other people make 
you feel guilty about things you did not 
cause and have no personal responsi-
bility for. They won’t hesitate to lay the 
blame for what’s gone wrong at your 
door if they think they can get away 
with it – so don’t let them.
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Expanded Saudi Super Cup offers Ronaldo and co chance of mid-season glory
RIYADH: The Saudi Super Cup has 
expanded from two to four teams at 
the perfect time. On Thursday, league 
champions Al-Hilal take on Al-Feiha, 
but it is the other semi-final, a clash be-
tween Al-Nassr and Al-Ittihad, that has 
captured the public’s attention. And 
for good reason. Whatever the out-
come, it will mean Portuguese hands 
will be close to the trophy, whether 
they belong to Cristiano Ronaldo or 

Al-Ittihad coach Nuno Santo. Ronal-
do’s performance in last Sunday’s 1-0 

win over Ettifaq, his competitive debut 
since signing for Al-Nassr at the end 
of December, was watched around the 
world. This should be a bigger test; 
a high-profile contest between the 
league leaders and third-place Al-Itti-
had, though as these two have the best 
defensive records in Saudi Arabia, do 
not expect too many goals. But then 
this is the cup, and anything could 
happen. (Agencies)

Struggling Momota exits Indonesia Masters at first hurdle

James’ best effort not good enough as  
Clippers put away Lakers

First Boxing Club opens doors to women in Gaza

JAKARTA: Kento Momota crashed 
out in the first round of badminton’s 
Indonesia Masters today, just the lat-
est early exit for the two-time world 
champion. Unseeded Momota, whose 
career has been in freefall since a car 
crash three years ago left him badly 
hurt, went down 21-18, 21-7 to China’s 
27th-ranked Shi Yuqi in Jakarta. Once 
badminton’s undisputed king, Mo-
mota is now ranked 19th in the world 
and looks a shadow of the player that 
won the world championships in 2018 
and 2019. Following a poor 2022, the 
28-year-old’s new season began with 
him withdrawing from the Malaysia 

Open and then crashing out of the In-
dia Open in the first round. “In the be-
ginning, I was playing well. However, in 
the middle of the match, my opponent 
increased his attacks and I was put un-
der pressure by his play today,” Momo-
ta said after defeat to Shi, in what was 
a repeat of the 2018 world champion-
ships final. (Agencies)

MIAMI: LeBron James took another 
stride toward the NBA’s all-time scoring 
record with a dazzling 46-point perfor-
mance but could not stop the Los Ange-
les Lakers falling to a 133-115 blowout 
against the Los Angeles Clippers on 
Tuesday. The 38-year-old basketball 
icon rolled back the years with the lat-
est in a string of virtuoso performances, 
draining a career-best nine three-point-
ers in what was ultimately a futile ef-
fort against a Clippers side led by Paul 
George and Kawhi Leonard. James left 
the court immediately after the Clippers 
completed a wire-to-wire victory that 

saw them lead by as much as 23 points 
at halftime. James threatened to inspire 
a fourth-quarter comeback to get the 
Lakers within 10 points but the Clippers 
regrouped around George and Leonard 
and pulled away. (Agencies)

GAZA: In Gaza’s only boxing club for 
girls, 15-year-old Farah Abu Al-Qom-
san is practicing her moves, trading 
jabs and punches with the other girls 
training with coach Osama Ayoub at the 
Palestine Boxing Center. Since taking to 
the sport at the age of nine, Farah has 
found a release from the daily stresses 
of life in Gaza, a narrow coastal strip 
where some 2.3 million Palestinians live 
blockaded by both Israel and neighbor-
ing Egypt. “We used to train in a small 
garage. Now we train according to the 
full rules and release bad energy,” the 
15-year-old girl, at the territory’s first 
women-only boxing center. Six years 
ago, Ayoub, started with two girls. As 
more joined, they moved out of the ga-
rage and began training on the beach or 
in rented spaces before moving into the 
new club building. “The girls are ready. 
I trained them hard for five years,” said 

Ayoub. “We are setting an example.” 
Now around 40 girls train in the center 
with its full-size boxing ring, training 
equipment and posters of boxing he-
roes such as Mike Tyson on the walls, 
defying expectations in a region where 
boxing has traditionally been a sport for 
men. “Some people used to tell me ‘Why 
boxing, what are you going to benefit 
from it, go and learn something girly’,” 
Farah said. “I benefit a lot from boxing 
and today my ambition is to represent 
my Palestinian people and take part in 
world championships.” (Agencies)

First Emirates-based cycling team to participate  
in inaugural Women’s UAE Tour 2023

Shiffrin claims 83rd World Cup win to set women’s record

Russian athletes should not compete at Paris Olympics, says Zelensky

Linette ousts Pliskova to reach first Grand Slam semi

Sabalenka prevails in clash of heavyweights to reach Melbourne semis

Pakistan bow out of Women’s U-19 T20 World Cup

Transgender women banned from female rugby in Scotland
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STRASBOURG: The European Court 
of Human Rights is set to announce 
whether it will hear a Dutch case 
against Russia over the downing of 
flight MH17 in 2014. All 298 people 
on the Malaysia Airlines flight were 
killed when it was shot down by a 
Russian-made missile fired by Mos-
cow-backed Ukrainian separatists. The 
Dutch government argues that Rus-
sian disinformation about Moscow’s 
role in the incident is a violation of 
the relatives’ human rights. Russia de-
nies the allegations. The decision will 
be read out at 14:30 local time (13:30 
GMT). The Boeing 777 was flying from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur when it 
was hit by a surface-to-air missile in 
July 2014 during a conflict between 
pro-Russia rebels and Ukrainian forces 
in the Donbas region of Ukraine. The 

Netherlands argues that Russia played 
a key role in the air disaster and the 
case hinges on whether or not Moscow 
had “effective control” over the area of 
Ukraine where the missile was fired 
from. At this stage, the ECHR will only 
rule on whether the criteria has been 
met for it to deal with this application. 
Even if it decides to hear the Dutch 
case, it could be years before a ruling is 
issued. However, if the ECHR issues a 
guilty verdict against Russia, Moscow 
could be obliged to pay damages to the 
victims’ relatives. (Agencies)

LONDON: India’s right-wing govern-
ment has used emergency powers to 
block the airing of a BBC documen-
tary which questions Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leadership during 
the 2002 Gujarat riots. Calling the 
two-part BBC film, India: The Modi 
Question, a “propaganda piece”, the 
government ordered Twitter to take 
down more than 50 tweets linking to 
the documentary while YouTube was 
instructed to block any video uploads. 
A screening of the documentary at 
one of India’s premier universities on 
Tuesday was disrupted by the author-
ities, who allegedly cut the power and 
internet lines to the office of the stu-
dents’ union which had organised the 
event. India media reports said stones 
were thrown at students watching the 

film. Similar screenings were also re-
ported from other parts of the country, 
while opposition leaders, journalists 
and activists continue to share links 
to the BBC documentary on social 
media to defy the government order. 
– What happened in Gujarat in 2002?
In late 2001, Modi was appointed 
chief minister of India’s Gujarat state 
to resolve infighting in the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). Until then, he was 
a prominent member of the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the 
BJP’s far-right ideological mentor 
founded in 1925 along the lines of the 
then European fascist parties. The 
RSS aims to create an ethnic Hindu 
state in India where its 200 million 
Muslims will be second-class citizens. 
(Agencies)
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King Abdullah meets Israel PM Netanyahu in surprise Jordan visit - Royal Court
AMMAN: Israeli Prime Minister, Benja-
min Netanyahu, made a surprise trip to 
Jordan on Tuesday for talks with King 
Abdullah, who the Royal Court said un-
derlined the need for Israel to respect 
the status quo of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem, Reuters reports. Far-
right Israeli national security minister, 
Itamar Ben-Gvir stormed the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound which Jews revere 
as the Temple Mount, under heavy se-
curity this month. The visit angered Pal-
estinians and caused an outcry among 
Arab states. The compound is Islam’s 
third-holiest site after Mecca and Me-
dina, and Judaism’s most sacred site. 

Abdullah told Netanyahu, who took 
office last month and whose visit to Jor-
dan marks his first foreign trip since he 
came back to power, that Israel should 
respect the “historic and legal status 
quo in the Holy Aqsa mosque and not 

violate it,” the Royal Court said. The 
Monarch, who has had years of tense 
ties with Netanyahu during his past 
tenure as Premier, was quoted as tell-
ing the Israeli leader that an end to vi-
olence was crucial to allow long-stalled 
peace talks to resume between the Pal-
estinians and Israel. Netanyahu’s office 
said the two leaders discussed regional 
issues, especially strategic, security and 
economic cooperation between Israel 
and Jordan. Jerusalem is a particularly 
sensitive issue for Jordan’s Hashemite 
Royal family, as it is the custodian of 
Muslim and Christian holy sites in the 
eastern part of the city. (Agencies)

US government sues 
Google

Humans and wild 
apes share common 

sign language

Turkiye’s 7th aid train  
reaches Afghanistan

China can spy through household devices

NEW YORK: Google has used “an-
ti-competitive, exclusionary” practices 
to illegally crush or diminish any ma-
jor threats to its dominance over the 
online advertising industry, President 
Joe Biden’s administration has alleged 
in a lawsuit against the company. The 
US Department of Justice (DOJ) filed 
its antitrust lawsuit against Google on 
Tuesday in US District Court in Alex-
andria, Virginia, calling for the compa-
ny to be forced to sell off parts of its 
advertising business. Advertising ac-
counts for about 80% of the Big Tech 
behemoth’s revenue. Google owns 
dominant services enabling customers 
to offer advertising space, create bet-
ter ads and match publishers with ad-
vertisers. The company has leveraged 
its size and reach to buy out or disrupt 
“actual or potential” competitors and 
to leave advertisers and websites little 
choice but to use its services, the law-
suit alleged. (Agencies)

LONDON: Humans share common sign 
language with other apes, understand-
ing many of the gestures wild chimps 
and bonobos use to communicate with 
one another. That is the conclusion of a 
video-based study in which volunteers 
translated ape gestures. It was carried 
out by researchers at St Andrews Uni-
versity. It suggests the last common 
ancestor we shared with chimps used 
similar gestures, and that these may 
have been a “starting point” for our lan-
guage. The findings are published in the 
scientific journal PLOS Biology. Lead 
researcher, Dr Kirsty Graham from St 
Andrews University explained: “We 
know that all the great apes - chimps 
and bonobos - have an overlap of about 
95% of the gestures they use to commu-
nicate. “So we already had a suspicion 
that this was a shared gesturing ability 
that might have been present in our last 
shared ancestor. But we’re quite confi-
dent now that our ancestors would have 
started off gesturing, and that this was 
co-opted into language.” (Agencies)

ANKARA: The seventh “Kindness 
Train” that departed from Ankara with 
the coordination of the Disaster and 
Emergency Management Authority 
(AFAD) reached Afghanistan’s Herat 
province on Monday, Anadolu Agency 
reports. According to the report, Sinan 
Ilhan, Turkiye’s Consulate-General to 
Herat, welcomed the train with AFAD 
and Turkish Red Crescent (Kızılay) of-
ficials. The train carried over 500 tons 
of humanitarian aid, which would be 
distributed to families in need in var-
ious provinces over the next few days, 
the report says. Turkiye delivered aid 
to the 34 provinces of Afghanistan, in-
cluding food materials, winter clothing, 
shoes, carpets, blankets, hygiene prod-
ucts, wheelchairs and sewing machines, 
among other items. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Chinese-made microchips 
embedded in internet-of-things devic-
es like smart fridges, cars, and televi-
sions allow Beijing to spy on unsus-
pecting Britons, a report from think 
tank OODA published on Monday and 
seen by the UK Telegraph revealed. 
The report alleges that the threat from 
Chinese-made components, called cel-
lular IoTs, is greater than that posed by 
the Chinese-made Huawei 5G compo-
nents, which the UK government decid-
ed to cut out of Britain’s 5G network by 
2027, under heavy US pressure. These 
‘Trojan horse’ modules are found in ev-
ery device connected to the Internet of 
Things, from laptops and smart-watch-
es to cars, refrigerators, smart meters, 
doorbell cameras, credit card payment 
machines, even lightbulbs. Designed 
to collect usage data and transmit it 
back to the manufacturer using 5G 
networks, they can produce a relatively 

detailed picture of a user, a communi-
ty, or an entire industry. The Chinese 
companies that dominate the industry 
must turn that data over to the Chinese 
government if asked, the report warns. 
Such a wealth of data could be used 
to identify and surveil potential intelli-
gence sources or other VIPs, pinpoint-
ing who handles sensitive information 
and which possible avenues for black-
mail or bribery might work on them – a 
fear that became very real earlier this 
month when the devices were found in 
ministerial cars in the UK. (Agencies)
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Algeria witnesses rare 
snowfall

Fears of escalation after 
Myanmar air raids near 

India border

‘We are all children  
of God’: Pope says  

homosexuality not a crime

ALGIERS: Algeria witnessed rare snow-
fall on Tuesday in a number of desert ar-
eas in the south-west of the country. Im-
ages published by the Bechar province 
authorities on Facebook showed “Beni 
Ounif in white” as sand dunes acquired 
a blanket of snow. This was the first 
heavy snowfall in the area since 2012. 
Happy local residents have been sharing 
their own photos and video clips on so-
cial media. The state-run Meteorological 
Office issued alerts on Monday morning 
of snowfall in Bechar in areas between 
800 and 1,000 metres above sea level. 
Snow is expected to continue to fall on 
Thursday evening in other desert prov-
inces, including Ghardaia, which is 700 
km south of Algiers. (Agencies)

NAYPYIDAW: On the afternoon of 
January 10, Van Bawi Mang, a mem-
ber of an armed resistance group 
fighting against the Myanmar military, 
was resting in his barracks at a camp 
on the country’s northwestern border 
with India when a loud explosion jolt-
ed him back to the reality of war. He 
scrambled into a nearby ditch as jet 
fighters flew overhead, glass shatter-
ing with the reverberation of the fall-
ing bombs. The camp, known as Camp 
Victoria, serves as the headquarters of 
the Chin National Front (CNF), an eth-
nic armed organisation that resumed 
its dormant fight for autonomy after 
the Myanmar military seized power in 
a coup in February 2021. (Agencies)

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis has crit-
icised laws that criminalise homosex-
uality as “unjust”, saying God loves all 
his children just as they are and called 
on Catholic bishops who support the 
laws to welcome LGBTQ people into 
the church. “Being homosexual isn’t a 
crime,” Francis said during an interview 
on Tuesday with The Associated Press. 
Francis acknowledged that Catholic 
bishops in some parts of the world sup-
port laws that criminalise homosexual-
ity or discriminate against the LGBTQ 
community, and he himself referred to 
the issue in terms of “sin”. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US space agency 
announced on Tuesday that it was 
reviving a 1960s partnership with the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA), aiming to devel-
op a nuclear-powered spaceship for 
travel to the moon and Mars. “NASA 
will work with our long-term partner, 
DARPA, to develop and demonstrate 
advanced nuclear thermal propulsion 
technology as soon as 2027,” Adminis-
trator Bill Nelson said, adding that the 
two agencies will “ignite the future, to-
gether.” While NASA’s Space Technol-
ogy Mission Directorate (STMD) will 
be in charge of the “technical develop-

ment for the nuclear thermal engine,” 
the Pentagon’s research branch will 
be the main contractor for developing 
the reactor and the engine. The future 
vessel was dubbed the Demonstration 
Rocket for Agile Cislunar Operations, 
or DRACO. NASA and DARPA hope 
to have an “in-space demonstration” 
of the spaceship and the engine “as 
early as 2027.” DARPA director Ste-
fanie Tompkins noted that the two 
agencies have a “long history of fruit-
ful collaboration,” from the Saturn V 
rocket used by the 1960s Apollo moon 
program to satellite refueling in mod-
ern times. (Agencies)

A huge iceberg nearly the size of Great-
er London has broken off the Antarctic 
ice shelf near a research station, the sec-
ond such split in two years, researchers 
said. The iceberg, measuring 1,550sq 
km (598 square miles), detached from 
the 150-metre (492-foot)-thick Brunt 
Ice Shelf a decade after scientists first 
spotted massive cracks in the shelf. 
The British Antarctic Survey (BAS) 
said the formation of the new iceberg 
was not due to climate change – which 
is accelerating the loss of sea ice in the 
Arctic and parts of Antarctica – but to a 
natural process called “calving”. “This 
calving event has been expected and 
is part of the natural behaviour of the 

Brunt Ice Shelf,” said BAS glaciologist 
Dominic Hodgson. “It is not linked to 
climate change.” Scientists refer to 
“calving” when chunks of ice break off 
at the terminus, or end, of a glacier. The 
fissure in the ice sheet, which research-
ers named Chasm-1, was discovered 
years ago. In the years since, the gap 
widened until the chunk of ice broke 
away. A similar spectacular separation, 
involving a 1,270sq km (490 square 
miles) iceberg, occurred about a year 
ago. The iceberg, which has yet to be 
named by the US National Ice Center, 
is now expected to drift off with the cur-
rent along the Antarctic coast like pre-
vious massive icebergs. Britain’s Halley 

VI Research Station monitors the state 
of the vast floating ice shelf daily but is 
unaffected by the latest rupture. The 
mobile research base was relocated to 
the station about 20km (12.4 miles) fur-
ther inland in 2016 as cracks in the ice 
threatened to cut it off. Since then, staff 
have been deployed only during the 
Antarctic summer between November 
and March, with 21 researchers cur-
rently on-site. They maintain the power 
supplies and facilities that keep scien-
tific experiments operating remotely 
through the winter, when it is dark for 
24 hours and the temperature falls be-
low minus 50 degrees Celsius (minus 
58 degrees Fahrenheit). (Agencies)
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