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KYIV: A blistering wave of Russian 
strikes targeting Ukraine’s energy in-
frastructure killed 11 people on Thurs-
day, a day after Germany and the 
United States pledged heavy tanks for 
Kyiv. The latest wave of attacks came 
as the Kremlin said Moscow perceived 
the tank deliveries “as direct involve-
ment in the conflict”. France insisted 
that neither Paris nor its allies were 
fighting a war against Russia. “This 
should have happened sooner and in 
bigger quantities,” a Ukrainian doctor 
called Liza told AFP near the eastern 
frontline city of Bakhmut, welcoming 
the long-awaited promise of heavy 
tanks. As a result of Russia’s latest 
missile strikes, 11 people were killed 
and 11 others were wounded on 
Thursday, Ukraine’s emergency ser-
vices said. Earlier in the day officials 
said that a 55-year-old man was killed 
in Kyiv by fragments of a missile that 
was shot down by Ukrainian air de-

fence systems. The Ukrainian army 
said its forces destroyed 47 out of the 
55 missiles launched by Russia. Since 
October, Russia has launched regular 
strikes against energy infrastructure 
across Ukraine, with temperatures 
currently near zero degrees Celsius 

(32 degrees Fahrenheit). Energy Min-
ister German Galushchenko accused 
Russia of seeking to “create a systemic 
failure in Ukraine’s energy system.” 
Galushchenko said the situation was 
particularly difficult in the regions of 
Odessa and Vinnytsia.(Agencies)

Russian missiles kill 11 in Ukraine Gambia exonerates three soldiers  
in coup inquiry

10 Palestinians killed as Israel launches 
deadliest West Bank raid in years

Rich EU consumers ‘outsource’ environmental 
impact to poorer neighbours

US shuts down major global ransomware group Hive

BANJUL: The Gambian government 
said Thursday that three soldiers 
charged with treason over an alleged 
coup attempt last month had been 
exonerated, though several others 
still face charges. Captain Ebrima 
Baldeh, 2nd Lieutenant Omar M. 
Colly and Corporal Bakary Njie 
were absolved Wednesday of any 
responsibility for the attempt and 
have been released from custody, 
the government said in a statement. 
But four other soldiers and a police 
officer also accused of taking part in 
the uprising attempt faced new in-
dictments before the High Court in 

Banjul. Lance Corporal Sana Fadera, 
Petty Officer Gibril Darboe, Corporal 
Ebrima Sanno, Corporal Omar Njie 
and Police Sub-Inspector Fakebba 
Jawara were charged with treason, 
concealment of treason, conspiracy 
and inciting mutiny, the statement 
said. The suspects had previously 
been charged by the Banjul Magis-
trate’s Court, before the case was 
transferred to the higher court. The 
government announced on Decem-
ber 21 that it had foiled an attempted 
coup the previous day and had de-
tained members of the security forc-
es. (Agencies)

JENIN: Israeli forces in the West Bank 
killed 10 Palestinians Thursday, of-
ficials in the occupied territory said, 
nine of them in a raid the Israeli mili-
tary described as a “counter-terrorism 
operation”. The bloodiest day in the 
West Bank in years erupted during 
a raid on the crowded refugee camp 
in the northern city of Jenin, where 
gunshots rang through the streets 
and smoke billowed from burning 
street barricades. The Palestinian 
health ministry said the death toll 
from the clashes rose to nine, includ-
ing a woman, and that 20 people were 
wounded before the Israeli forces 
withdrew mid-morning. The military 
said Israeli forces came under fire 
during a “counter-terrorism operation 
to apprehend an Islamic Jihad terror 

squad” and shot several enemy com-
batants. Since its records began in 
2005, the United Nations has never 
recorded such a high death toll in a 
single operation in the West Bank. A 
tenth Palestinian was subsequently 
shot dead by Israeli forces in Al-Ram, 
near Ramallah, the Palestinian health 
ministry said. The official Palestinian 
news agency Wafa said he was shot in 
clashes which erupted during a pro-
test against the killings in Jenin. The 
violence prompted the Palestinian Au-
thority to announce it was cutting se-
curity coordination with Israel, a move 
criticised by the United States. Among 
those confirmed dead in Jenin was 
Majeda Obeid, 61, who lived some 
metres (yards) from the house target-
ed by the Israeli forces.(Agencies)

PARIS: Consumption patterns in 
wealthy European Union countries 
are having detrimental environmen-
tal impacts in poorer EU nations, 
a study Thursday found, exposing 
harmful inequalities on the conti-
nent. The study looked at 10 key 
environmental impacts -- including 
greenhouse gas emissions, toxins in 
water and soil, air pollution and land 
use -- in supply chain countries and 
stacked them up against GDP levels 
in EU nations. The negative impacts 
went beyond Europe -- Brazil, China, 
India and Japan were included -- but 
the most striking findings were on 
the continent. “There are huge in-
equalities between the EU, and that 
was the surprising thing,” said the 
study’s co-author Klaus Hubacek 
from the University of Groningen in 
the Netherlands. Poorer countries 
within the EU were affected, but 
also non-EU countries like Albania, 
Montenegro, Serbia, Ukraine and 
Moldova, said the study, published 
Thursday in Nature Sustainability. 
“Eastern Europe consistently ranked 
as the region receiving the lowest 
share of economic value added com-
pared to environmental pressures 

and impacts associated with EU con-
sumption,” the press release said. 
The researchers studied a “giant ma-
trix” of data from 1995 to 2019, Hu-
bacek said, examining GDP growth 
related to consumption of things 
like food, clothing, manufactured 
products and services, compared to 
environmental impact. They found 
that wealthier European nations saw 
a positive GDP impact, while “out-
sourcing” environmental impact to 
places providing consumer goods. 
The impacts “increased notably out-
side the EU, while decreasing within 
the bloc,” the study said. Some of the 
environmental impacts come down 
to lax environmental laws in poorer 
countries, or reliance on older tech-
nologies and equipment that could 
be harmful or more polluting -- some 
of which would not be allowed in EU 
countries. The impact was also seen 
within the EU. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US Justice De-
partment announced Thursday it 
had shut down the Hive ransomware 
operation, which had extorted more 
than $100 million from more than 
1,500 victims worldwide. US Attorney 
General Merrick Garland said that 
US authorities working with German 
and Netherlands law enforcement 
took over Hive’s website and servers 
after having infiltrated it for nearly 
seven months. The infiltration helped 
hundreds of companies avoid paying 
$130 million in extortion demands 
made after Hive hacked and froze 
their data systems. Deputy Attorney 
General Lisa Monaco called the op-

eration to infiltrate Hive a “21st-cen-
tury cyber stakeout.” “We hacked the 
hackers,” she said. Hive operated as 
a ransomware service, meaning any-
one could hire its software and other 
services to help hack into and lock 
down a target’s IT systems, and to 
process payments. Hive and the client 
would share the profits from the ex-
tortion. (Agencies)

Human rights must be defended in fight 
against terrorism: UN chief

Burhan says Sudan ‘in agreement’ with Ethiopia  
on controversial dam

EU dangles visa threat over countries  
refusing to take back migrants

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secre-
tary-General António Guterres has 
warned that the fight against terrorism 
will never succeed if the “denial and 
destruction” of human rights is perpet-
uated. Speaking at the ninth meeting 
of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism 
Coordination Compact in New York, he 
called for all counter-terrorism policies 
and initiatives to be “firmly grounded” 
within their defence. “Combatting ter-
ror must never be used as an excuse for 
trampling on people’s human rights,” he 
said. “When we protect human rights, 
we are in fact tackling many of the root 
causes of terrorism.” The UN chief said 

the Compact’s work was now “more 
important than ever”. “Terrorism re-
mains a global scourge — an affront to 
humanity on every level,” he added. The 
UN chief pointed out the need to avoid 
vacuums, where terrorism could breed. 
He described the same as vacuums of 
security; political and civic institutions; 
opportunity and hope; and respect for 
human rights, equality, and dignity, es-
pecially for minorities, and women and 
girls. The UN chief called for the pro-
posed New Agenda for Peace to focus 
on “a holistic and comprehensive ap-
proach” to building “societies in which 
terror has no home”. (Agencies)

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s de facto 
leader Abdel Fattah al-Burhan said 
Thursday that Khartoum and Addis 
Ababa are “aligned and in agree-
ment” on a controversial Ethiopian 
dam on the Blue Nile which Egypt 
views as a threat. Burhan’s remarks 
came during a meeting with Ethiopi-
an Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed who 
is on a one-day visit to Khartoum, 
his first since Burhan led a 2021 mil-
itary coup. “Burhan emphasised... 
that Sudan and Ethiopia are aligned 
and in agreement on all issues re-
garding the Grand Ethiopian Renais-

sance Dam (GERD),” according to a 
statement by the sovereign council, 
which he chairs. The dam has been 
the source of tensions between Ethi-
opia and downstream countries, 
Egypt and Sudan, ever since work 
began in 2011. Multiple rounds of 
talks between the three governments 
have failed to produce an agreement 
over the filling and operation of the 
reservoir. Egypt is dependent on the 
Nile for irrigation and drinking wa-
ter and the Blue Nile accounts for 
more than 80 percent of its flow.  
(Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Ministers agreed 
that the tool, in place since 2020, 
“should be fully used” to boost the 
number of migrants returning to 
their home countries after their 
asylum applications failed, Maria 
Malmer Stenergard told journal-
ists. Sweden chaired the Stockholm 
meeting as it currently holds the 
EU presidency. “Should intensified 
political and diplomatic efforts not 
produce the desired results, mem-
ber states call on the (European) 
Commission to come back to the 
(European) Council with proposals 
on visa restrictions,” Malmer Stener-
gard said. That tougher line was re-
flected in a letter Commission chief 
Ursula von der Leyen sent to leaders 
of EU countries on Thursday, ahead 
of a February 9-10 summit that will 
discuss the issue. Von der Leyen said 
EU member states could sign up to 
a pilot scheme over the first half of 
this year to speed up screening and 
asylum procedures for eligible mi-
grants -- and “immediate return” for 
those not deemed to qualify.  She 
also said she wanted the EU to draw 

up a list of “safe countries of ori-
gin”, and for the bloc to strengthen 
border monitoring on the Mediter-
ranean and Western Balkans routes 
migrants use to get to Europe. The 
EU planned to put in place migration 
deals with countries such as Ban-
gladesh, Pakistan, Egypt, Morocco, 
Tunisia and Nigeria “to improve re-
turns... and to prevent departures”, 
said Von der Leyen. In Stockholm, 
EU home affairs commissioner Ylva 
Johansson stressed that many Eu-
ropean Union countries were under 
“huge pressure”, receiving nearly 
one million asylum applications last 
year. Capacity was further stretched 
by the EU hosting nearly four mil-
lion Ukrainian refugees who had 
fled Russia’s war in their country, 
she said. (Agencies)

Russia bans popular 
news website as  
‘security threat’

Blinken to urge end to  
violence on Middle East trip

MOSCOW: Russian prosecutors on 
Thursday banned Meduza, a popular 
and independent Russian-language 
news website, saying it posed a se-
curity “threat” to the country. It is the 
first time a major media outlet with 
millions of readers has been labelled 
“undesirable” and outlawed in the 
country. Russian authorities have been 
presiding over an unprecedented me-
dia and opposition crackdown since 
President Vladimir Putin sent troops 
to Ukraine in February. Established 
in 2014, Meduza is based in Latvia to 
circumvent Moscow’s censorship. On 
Thursday, the general prosecutor’s 
office said that it was designating Me-
duza an “undesirable” entity. “It has 
been established that its activities pose 
a threat to the foundations of the con-
stitutional order and the security of the 
Russian Federation,” prosecutors said. 
Meduza had already been branded a 
“foreign agent” in Russia in 2021. Un-
der the “undesirables” law, Russians 
who maintain ties with such organiza-
tions could face heavy fines or prison 
terms of up to six years. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken will travel next week 
to Israel, the occupied West Bank and 
Egypt where he will urge an end to 
violence after a deadly Israeli raid, 
the State Department said Thursday. 
Blinken will hold his first in-person 
talks with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu since the veteran leader re-
turned to power leading Israel’s most 
right-wing government in history. He 
will also meet in Ramallah with Pales-
tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas on his 
visit Monday and Tuesday. Blinken 
“will underscore the urgent need for 
the parties to take steps to de-esca-
late tensions in order to put an end to 
the cycle of violence that has claimed 
too many innocent lives,” State De-
partment spokesman Ned Price said. 
Blinken will first on Sunday visit Egypt, 
a key intermediary between the Israelis 
and Palestinians which has succeed-
ed in maintaining cordial ties with the 
administration of President Joe Biden 
despite his vows to get tougher due to 
human rights concerns. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: University of Peshawar 
UoP Centre for Disaster Prepared-
ness and Management (CDPM) in 
collaboration with SDPI-Islamabad 
conducted a two-day training on “Se-
rious Disaster board and Extreme 
Event Game”. According to a press 
release issued here on Thursday, a 
total of seven different sessions were 
held on day one of the training. On 
Day two students participated and 
played the extreme event game. The 
training was imparted by Dr. Hish-
am Tariq, Research Fellow at the 
University of Salford and Dr, Mush-
taq Ahmad Jan, Assistant Professor 
CDPM. The main aim of this train-
ing was to raise awareness amongst 
students about disaster risks and 
measures they can take to prepare 
for them. During sessions, players 
become inhabitants of a community 
that have to develop themselves and 
sustain their community. But since 

the community is regularly affected 
by hazards, it has to get ready to face 
them. What is the mechanism of the 
hazards, what are the impacts and 
what can a community do to protect 
themselves from these hazards are 
questions answered during the game. 
Discussions on disasters and their 
possible consequences teach them 
more about the mechanisms of these 
processes. The game also teaches 
them how to prepare for disasters. 
The Extreme Event game gives stu-
dents a taste of what it takes to build 
community resilience in the face of 
disasters. Players worked together to 
make decisions and solve problems 
during an engaging, fast-paced di-
saster simulation. Based on analysis 
of the most common game strate-
gies observed, the players’ reactions 
during the game, and their answers 
to a short questionnaire, it was noted 
that these games positively enhanced 

the players’ insights into processes 
involved in disasters. As such, the 
game is an effective, fun learning tool 
to introduce participants to the con-
cepts of hazards and disasters and to 
generate discussion. In the closing 
ceremony, Prof. Dr. Zulfiqar Ali, Di-
rector CDPM appreciated the work-
shop organizers and participants and 
said that these games reinforce the 
resilience of students so that they 
are better equipped to face future 
disasters. He further added that we 
are introducing new tools for student 
learning including hands-on training 
and disaster simulation. Talking to 
the media Dr. Mushtaq said that we 
have started research to customize 
these tools in the context of Pakistan. 
Our aim is to develop tools for use in 
academic institutions, schools and 
communities across the country to 
raise awareness about disasters and 
build resilience, he added. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Like other parts of the 
country World Customs Day was ob-
served here on Thursday at Customs 
House with the Chairman of Federal 
board of Revenue (FBR) Mohammad 
Asim Butt as chief guest on the oc-
casion. The Chief Guest flanked by 
Chief Collector (Customs) KP Mo-
hammad Saleem laid a wreath on the 

memorial of martyrs and paid tribute 
to them. Addressing the ceremony 
the chairman of FBR Mohammad 
Asim Butt said that Pakistan Cus-
toms was the guardian of the eco-
nomic frontiers of the country and 

added that FBR had taken pragmatic 
measures by accelerating import and 
export activities which would help 
further increase the national reve-
nue. In his speech, the Chief Collec-
tor of Customs Mohammad Saleem 
said that due to speedy pace of clear-
ance in 24 hours and paperless data 
have helped Customs Collectorate 
Peshawar in surpassing its target by 
52 percent which is 62 percent higher 
as compared to last fiscal year. Later, 
the chief guest distributed commen-
dation certificates among customs 
officials. (APP)

UoP holds “Serious Disaster Board and Extreme Event Game”.

FBR observes World Customs Day, vows to achieve target of 7.7trln

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 253.5 255

China Yuan 34.12 34.37

Japanese Yen 2.5 2.54

Saudi Riyal 66.7 68.3

U.A.E Dirham 68.7 69.3

UK Pound 311 314

Euro 274 276.7

Australian Dollar 176 178

Canadian Dollar 186 188

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
168100

Rs. 
154091

Rs. 
147088

Rs. 
126075

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
144100

Rs. 
132091

Rs. 
126088

Rs. 
108075

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 14410 Rs. 13209 Rs. 12609 Rs. 10808

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
408500

Rs. 
374456

Rs. 
357438

Rs. 
306375

KP Governor appoints 15 members  
caretaker cabinet

Muqam reaches London to meet Nawaz 
Sharif, Maryam Nawaz

PBF calls for documentation of economy

PESCO notifies power suspension

Commissioner assures to resolve issues  
of tribal people

SC Orders NHA to Compensate Landowners 
for Peshawar Road Project

Plastic Polythene Bags Manufacturing Unit Sealed

Five killed over money dispute in Peshawar

Overhauling of power transmission system, new dams imperative  
to address country’s economic, water woes

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa Governor here on Thurs-
day appointed a 15 members care-
taker cabinet of the province, who 
would likely to be administered 
oath today. The members of the 
caretaker cabinet are Abdul Hal-
eem Qasyria, Syed Masood Shah, 
Hamid Shah, Swaal Nazir advocate, 
Bakht Nawaz, Fazal Elahi, Adnan 

Jalill, Shafiullah Khan, Shahid Khan 
Khattak, Haji Ghufran, Khushdil 
Khan Malik, Taj Muhammad Afridi, 
Muhammad Ali Shah, Justice Retd 
Irshad Qaiser and Mnazoor Khan 
Afridi. The cabinet was appointed 
under Article 224 (IA) read with Ar-
ticle 105 of the Constitution, says 
a notification issued by the KP Ad-
ministration Department.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister for Political and Public Af-
fairs and National Heritage, Engr 
Amir Muqam has reached London 
where he would meet with PML-N 
Quaid Nawaz Sharif and PML-N 
Vice President and Chief Organizer 
of the party, Maryam Nawaz Sharif. 
Upon arrival at the airport on Thurs-

day, he was received by PML-N UK 
Vice President, Shakoor Khan, who 
presented a flower bouquet to Engr 
Amir Muqam. During the meeting, 
matters related to political situation 
and other political affairs related to 
the Party, especially in KP, would 
come under discussion, says a press 
release.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Senior Vice President, 
Pakistan business Forum (PBF), 
Riaz Khattak on Thursday called 
for the documentation of econo-
my to bridge the fiscal deficit. In a 
statement issued here, he urged the 
KP chambers of commerce to form 
a high-powered Budget Advisory 
Council to suggest budgetary mea-
sures � both on revenue and expen-
diture sides and share with us. Riaz 
Khattak urged the government to 
bring undocumented and informal 
sectors in documentation to evalu-
ate actual size of the economy and 
amount of revenue which is out of 
the tax net. Similarly, PBF Provin-
cial Executive Committee of KP 
has also identified the most serious 
challenges that need to be tackled in 
the upcoming budget that was the 
undocumented or informal sector of 

the economy; which was the main 
cause of structural weaknesses; and 
a resistant to any policy-induced re-
forms. The Vice Chairman PBF KP 
chapter Malik Fareed highlighted 
the widening trade deficit; which 
has increased significantly; and it 
was required to take strong and out-
of-the-box measures to shrink the 
gap which was continuously putting 
pressure on foreign reserves. He 
suggested industrialization and im-
port substitution as the solution to 
overcome trade deficit and pointed 
out that IT industry has the poten-
tial to bring foreign exchange; but, 
the sector was still not fully tapped. 
The council observed that the SMEs 
sector of Pakistan has improved and 
producing quality products and now 
was the time to support the sector.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electrici-
ty Supply Company (PESCO) on 
Thursday notified power suspension 
from various grids of the province 
on January 27 due to unavoidable 
maintenance work. The power sup-
ply would remain suspended from 
220 KV Shahi Bagh Grid Station 
from 8 AM to 4 PM, resultantly load 
management would be carried out 
on 132 KV Shabqadar, Tangi, Rajjar, 
Charssada, and 66 KV Ghallani and 
Lakkari grids connected to 11 KV 
feeders. Similarly, the power supply 

would remain suspended from the 
132 KV Tank Grid Station from 9:30 
AM to 3:30 PM, resultantly consum-
ers of 66 KV Jhandoola and Wana 
grids connected to 11 KV feeders 
would face inconvenience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Commissioner Pesha-
war Division Riaz Khan Mehsud on 
Thursday assured to resolve issues 
of tribal people on priority basis. 
Talking to a delegation of Mohmand 
tribe here at his office, he said that 
being a tribal man he better knew 
the problems of tribal problems and 
could realize their miseries. He as-
sured the delegation that all the is-
sues related to their areas would be 
resolved on priority and in case of 
any complaint, he would be available 
to take action. The delegation led 
by renowned industrialist Ghulam 

Sarwar Mohmand appreciated the 
assurances of the Commissioner and 
hoped that under his command, their 
issues would be addressed.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of 
Pakistan upheld a ruling by the Pesha-
war High Court that required the Nation-
al Highway Authority (NHA) to compen-
sate landowners for land acquired for 
the Peshawar Road project in 2006. The 
court, led by Chief Justice Umer Ata Ban-
dial, also upheld an increase in the cost of 
land for the Peshawar-Muskat Highway 
from PKR 35,000 to PKR 70,000 per Mar-
la. The NHA was instructed to comply 

with the ruling or face legal consequenc-
es, and a deadline for compliance was 
not specified. The court approved an in-
vestigation into a reported Rs 2.25 billion 
case of corruption and granted the Dis-
trict Collector of Matiari Rs 4.09 billion 
to purchase land for the highway. Addi-
tionally, an individual accused of corrup-
tion was also granted Rs 1.82 billion by a 
bank to buy land for a 70-kilometer mo-
torway. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: District administration 
Peshawar on Thursday has sealed 
plastic polythene bags manufacturing 
factory after recovery of 6000 kilo-
grams of plastic polythene from it. The 
proprietor of the unit was also arrested. 
On the directives of the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Peshawar, Shafiullah 
Khan, a team of the district adminis-
tration headed by Assistant Commis-
sioner (AC) Dr Eza Arshad conducted 
raid on a godown on Charsadda Road 
and took a huge quantity of plastic 
polythene bags into possession for vi-
olation of ban on manufacturing pro-

hibited plastic product. A spokesman 
of the district administration has said 
that the provincial government has 
banned the sale, purchase and man-
ufacturing of the plastic polythene 
shopping bags and the administration 
is taking action against the business 
on the same grounds. Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Peshawar, Shafiullah 
Khan has warned the trading commu-
nity against the business of the com-
modity and said that in case of viola-
tion, stern legal proceedings including 
arrest of the proprietors would be initi-
ated. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: Five persons were killed 
when rival groups clashed in Badhber 
area, some 12 kilometres south of the pro-
vincial capital, over a money dispute on 
Wednesday. According to Badhber police, 
the clash took place between two groups 
in Sheikh Mohammadi area over a mone-

tary dispute, leaving five persons dead and 
two others wounded from both the sides. 
The police have arrested two persons from 
both the groups, Umar Tahir, an official at 
the police station, said, adding a case had 
been registered and a search launched to 
arrest other accused persons. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The recent countrywide 
electricity breakdown that adverse-
ly affected industrial and domestic 
consumers in all provinces includ-
ing KP, has necessitated a complete 
overhauling of the power distribution 
and transmission system and expe-
diting work on under-construction 
dam projects to address the coun-
try’s economic and water woes. As 
the summer is approaching fast with 
the possibility of exerting extra load 
on the national transmission system 
including the power distribution com-
panies and PESCO, there is a need to 
strengthen the power distribution and 
transmission system in all provinc-
es including KP besides accelerating 
work on Mohmand, Diamir Bhasha 
and Kurram Tangi and other water 
reservoirs to avoid the Tuesday like 
power breakdown incident in future. 
“The recent electricity fault should be 
an eye-opener for all of us. It reflects 
that our electricity transmission and 
generation system was overloaded 

and required huge investment after 
the former PTI government failed to 
upgrade the system,” said Wajid Ali 
Khan, former Minister and ANP lead-
er while talking to APP on Thursday. 
He said the power transmission lines 
and infrastructure including elec-
tricity poles affected by the floods in 
flood-hit areas, especially in northern 
districts of KP including Swat and 
Kohistan required special attention 
from the government. Wajid claimed 
that the former PTI government has 
neither addressed the problem of il-
legal power connections in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa nor completed the 
long-awaited Mohmand dam project, 
resulting in prolonged power outages 
in the province today. He claimed that 
over 100 mini micro hydel power sta-
tions constructed by the former PTI 
government with the help of NGOs in 
northern KP were either destroyed or 
damaged by last year’s summer floods 
due to its ill planning and wrong selec-
tion of sites, thus wasting huge finan-

cial resources. As a result, he said, the 
energy import bill had swelled to $27 
billion, causing negative effects on 
the national economy and industrial 
production. Ikhtair Wali Khan, PMLN 
KP spokesman said the recent coun-
trywide electricity breakdown has tes-
tified that our power distribution and 
transmission system needed complete 
overhauling for which great respon-
sibilities rest on the NTDC (national 
transmission and distribution compa-
ny) to bring significant improvement 
in it. Highly appreciating the Minis-
try of Energy (Power Division) and 
Wapda for quickly fixing the technical 
faults apparently developed due to 
a delay in synchronization between 
Tarbela and Mangla power plants on 
Monday last said that power supply 
has been completely restored across 
the country including KP. Besides lay-
ing the foundation of many grid sta-
tions and transmission systems worth 
Rs 80 billion in the last few months 
by the present elected government, 

he said that the foundation of a mega 
grid station in Mansehra would soon 
be laid to ensure smooth transmis-
sion of electricity generated through 
Diamer Basha and other such mega 
projects to KP, especially to Hazara 
division. “Had former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif not launched projects 
of power generation and transmission 
besides laid foundations of nuclear 
power plants K-2 and K-3 in Karachi 
and HVDC Matiari-Lahore Transmis-
sion Line, the country would have 
been plunged into complete darkness 
today. “ Meanwhile, Wapda’s author-
ities here told APP that work on the 
Mohmand dam was restarted after 
the last year’s flood devastation, and 
its diversion system would likely be 
completed by the end of this year. 
“Most of its damages caused to the di-
version system by last year’s flood last 
summer, were repaired and presently 
construction work was underway on 
all 11 sites of the project,” the official 
said.  (APP)
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Danger ensued at a district prison in Gujrat after a fight broke out 
between police officers and inmates, trans forming the scene into 
a full-blown riot involving gun shots, fire and stone pelting. The 
exact cause of the incident is still unknown and will only be de-
termined after an investi gation into the matter but safe to say that 
there is more to the issue than meets the eye. An incident like this 
is not unheard of in Gujrat; back in 2020, violent clashes between 
the inmates and police erupted after a physical brawl between two 
groups. The conflict resulted in infrastructural damage to the prison 
and caused injuries to officials. Monday’s incident was rather sim-
ilar, the only differ ence being that the cause of the disturbance has 
not been de termined as of yet. While the situation is being brought 
under control via negotiations, we must appreciate the manner in 
which the police took control in the face of extreme backlash. It 
is no easy task to reestablish order after riots and their in sistence 
to settle the whole matter is a testament to the brav ery they have 
shown now and over the course of years. At the same time, one 
must wonder why inmates have re acted so suddenly and adverse-
ly not once, but multiple times over the course of years. There is 
been no evidence of mis treatment so far, but one could advocate for 
improving the conditions of prisons not only in Gujrat but across 
the coun try. Despite being behind bars, the international human 
rights accord still grants rights to prisoners. And these have to be 
respected and upheld owing to the fact that, at the end of the day, 
they are still humans and entitled to a sense of dignity. Whether 
this means that infrastructure needs to improve, fa cilities need to be 
updated, policies need to be revisited, issues of overcrowding need 
to be resolved or timely medical atten tion must be guaranteed—all 
prevalent problems in Pakistani prisons—the state must act respon-
sibly not only for the sake of humanity but to protect against such 
incidents in the future.

Prison Riot

It is the unfortunate – or fortunate, 
depending on one’s propensity to au-
tocracy – nature of every decentralised 
system in this modern age to become 
centralised under the scope of gov-
ernmental regulation or private sector 
control. That has been true for taxa-
tion, data, health and safety legislation, 
construction permission and a host of 
other matters deemed regulatory for 
a safe and ordered society. Some of 
that is a blessing as it ensures the min-
imalisation of death and the guarding 
of life, yet some is just plain unneces-
sary bureaucracy that seems to serve 
the age-old attributes of those who en-
force them: greed for revenue and lust 
for authority. An emerging example of 
that may be the current and looming 
alterations to national and the global fi-
nancial systems. Back in 2021, I wrote 
on the possibility of crypto currencies 
being a saviour of the economic woes 
that many in developing and Middle 
Eastern nations have been facing amid 
record inflation and currency devalu-
ation, such as Lebanon and Turkiye. 
That view had truth in it, but it may 
have been overly optimistic of the wide-
spread effect crypto currencies could 
have. It was also somewhat ignorant 
or overlooking of a major piece of the 
economic puzzle which is increasingly 
rearing its head – Central Bank Digital 
Currencies (CBDCs). As digital assets 
of a nation’s Central Bank, CBDCs are 
set to have significant legitimacy when 
it comes to their rollouts over the com-
ing years. They will first reportedly be 
voluntary and subject to pilot schemes 
and limited trials before going nation-

al. Businesses and citizens will then be 
encouraged and heavily incentivised 
to use them, initially as an alternative 
form of payment and then as the pri-
mary or sole form of payment. Finally, 
as critics warn and proponents rejoice, 
societies will become cashless and all 
will be digital. The development and 
use of CBDCs are lauded by their pro-
ponents as the future of finance, as if 
they are the only possible method of 
payment and transaction to be used 
in our digitalised world. Anything less 
or any continued use of physical cash 
will, it seems, be backward. It is not 
only the loss of coins and notes one 
can tangibly feel and touch which so 
concerns CBDCs’ critics, nor is it any 
sentimentality towards the past or 
tradition, necessarily. Rather, it is the 
threat to individual privacy, along with 
the potential for expanded govern-
ment and Central Bank control, which 
are the primary concerns. A national 
CBDC – a digital pound, euro, dollar, 
etc – would operate through the same 
blockchain system which crypto cur-
rencies are famed for being run on. The 
main difference between how the two 
systems utilise the blockchain is that, 
with crypto, the records are able to be 
– and often are, depending on the cryp-
to currency – anonymous and difficult 
to trace back to senders and receivers 
and the exact transaction details. That 
is a reason so many governments and 
financial authorities have accused 
the network of hiding the activities of 
criminals, terrorists and rogue states. 
With a national CBDC, however, ev-
ery single purchase and transaction 

could be trackable and seen by banks 
or governing authorities, along with 
their source and destination details. 
That is not all: they could also be “pro-
grammable”, meaning the providers 
and regulators will be able to program 
the digital currencies to accept or re-
fuse payments for certain items or 
services. Critics even warn that this 
could be tied to a ‘social credit score’, 
in which an individual’s ability to pur-
chase something will be dependent on 
their behaviour, political views, history 
of political protests and much more. 
Under such a system, the idea is that a 
citizen with a poor score will be unable 
to book flights abroad or pay for things 
beyond the bare essentials. That is not 
difficult to imagine, as the system is al-
ready in place and functional through-
out parts of China, where the digital 
yuan is currently being rolled out. That 
scenario is, no doubt, a terrifying one, 
and would be a significant hit to liberty 
and freedom of choice on multiple lev-
els. CBDC proponents and advocates, 
though, insist that the issue is not so 
black and white. Dr Jonas Gross, the 
Chairman of the Digital Euro Associ-
ation, told Middle East Monitor that 
the privacy and surveillance concerns 
over transaction data being collected 
centrally by a Central Bank “is only 
one side of the medal”. A digital cur-
rency, he said, could “also increase 
privacy … if a proper CBDC design is 
chosen. Thus, the degree of data priva-
cy depends on the CBDC design – and 
the preferences and policy goals of the 
Central Banks.”
Courtesy: Middle East Monitor
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The world is heading towards CBDCs: the inevitable future of finance 
or new form of dystopian control?

— By Muhammad Hussein

FREQUENT changes in the forma-
tion of the Joint Investigation Team 
(JIT) probing the gun attack on former 
prime minister Imran Khan in Wa-
zirabad has resulted in ‘needless con-
troversies and legal complications’, di-
minishing the prospects of a fair probe 
into the assassination bid, law enforce-
ment experts told Dawn. Though the 
dust is yet to settle in the wake of the 
confrontation between rival political 
parties over the Wazirabad case, the 
federal government made a surprise 
entry with a ‘parallel team’ on Jan 22, 
something the provincial authorities 
alleged was a bid to influence the in-
vestigation process. A week after the 
Parvez Elahi government reconstitut-
ed the investigation team — headed by 
Ghulam Mehmood Dogar — probing 
the assassination bid on Imran Khan, 
the federal government constituted 
its own JIT headed by former Punjab 
IG Rao Sardar Ali Khan. Interestingly, 
Rao Sardar is disliked by the PTI be-
cause it was under his watch that the 
PTI’s long march in May last year was 
crushed, while Mahmood Dogar is not 
palatable to PML-N for his purported 
proximity to the PTI-PML-Q alliance.
– ‘Fair probe’
Commenting on the legal compli-
cations in the wake of the new JIT 
formed by the federal government, a 
police expert expressed disappoint-
ment, saying that the chances of fair 
investigations into the high-profile gun 
attack case have further decreased 
after the government instituted a “par-
allel investigation body” to probe the 
same case. “The notification issued on 
Jan 22 has not cleared the legal status 
of the JIT formed by the Punjab gov-
ernment to investigate the case,” the 
police officer said, declaring the new 
JIT a case of ‘overriding’ by the feder-
al government. To a question, he said 
that there were some instances in the 
past when the federal government in-
tervened and formed a JIT to investi-
gate the high-profile terrorism cases 
lodged by provinces. Referring to the 
murder case of slain PPP leader Bena-

zir Bhutto lodged with the Rawalpindi 
police under anti-terrorism charges, 
the expert said the government had as-
signed the probe to the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA). Articles 142 and 
143 of the Constitution vested the fed-
eral government with powers in this 
respect, the officer said. “If any provi-
sion of an Act of a Provincial Assem-
bly is repugnant to any provision of 
an Act of Majlis-i-Shoora (Parliament) 
which Majlis-i-Shoora (Parliament) is 
competent to enact, then the Act of 
Majlis-i-Shoora (Parliament), wheth-
er passed before or after the Act of 
the Provincial Assembly, shall prevail 
and the Act of the Provincial Assembly 
shall, to the extent of the repugnancy, 
be void,” reads Article 143.
– ‘Anomaly’
However, the JIT in the Wazirabad 
case is still an anomaly, since instead 
of a federal agency, the Centre has 
delegated the task to the provincial 
police. “The legal position of the pre-
vious JIT [formed on Jan 14] formed 
by the Punjab government is yet to be 
officially declared null and void,” the 
police expert added. According to an 
official source, the attack on the for-
mer premier and the subsequent in-
vestigation team formed to investigate 
the case have remained at the centre 
of the controversy since the start. Soon 
after the suspect was arrested, his 
‘confession’ was leaked to the media, 
and later on, questions were raised on 
the veracity of the investigation carried 
out by the high-profile JIT. He said the 
move to form a new JIT by the federal 
government has turned this probe into 
more of a “political issue than a legal 
one”. The JIT formed on Jan 22 by the 
PDM government is fifth in the case. 
The first JIT was formed in November 
2022 by the Punjab government with 
DIG Rustam Chohan its convener. 
However, the PML-N ruling the Centre 
rejected the joint investigation body, 
raising questions pertaining to the vi-
olation of rules. It had declared that 
the case lodged under anti-terrorism 
charges required the representation 

of officers from spy agencies. On Nov 
10, the JIT got a makeover and Dera 
Ghazi Khan RPO Khurram Ali Shah 
was made its chief, and DIG Chohan 
was removed. On Nov 15, the JIT was 
reconstituted, again. The appointment 
of then-Lahore CCPO Ghulam Mah-
mood Dogar –who was asked by the 
federal government to report to the 
Establishment Division and later faced 
suspension upon refusal – as the head 
of the re-constituted JIT added fuel to 
the controversy. The police official told 
Dawn that controversies had contin-
ued to haunt the investigating body 
due to a political rift between political 
parties at the helm of affairs in the 
Centre and Punjab. The confronta-
tion hit a crescendo in January when 
the four members of the JIT gave di-
vergent points of view and wrote a let-
ter against the JIT convener, Ghulam 
Mahmood Dogar. In retaliation, Mr 
Dogar, in a written complaint, sought 
action against the four members un-
der disciplinary proceedings, resulting 
in the removal of these members from 
the probe body for allegedly leak-
ing official information to the media. 
Though the former CCPO claimed the 
involvement of multiple shooters in the 
attack on Imran Khan, his team mem-
bers contested the narrative. Mr Dog-
ar was backed by PTI for apparently 
endorsing that the attack on Mr Khan 
was pre-planned while the PML-N 
came out in the support of sacked JIT 
members who did not agree with Mr 
Dogar’s theory. Subsequently, on the 
written complaint of the JIT convener, 
Punjab Prosecutor General Chaudhry 
Khaliquz Zaman carried out a detailed 
inquiry and held the JIT members, in-
cluding RPO Syed Khurram Ali Shah, 
guilty of serious charges. Following 
the inquiry report, they were removed 
and the JIT was constituted, again. But 
the after the formation of its own JIT 
by the federal government, the status 
of the JIT formed by the Punjab gov-
ernment remains in limbo.

Courtesy: DAWN

Analysis: Parallel JITs ‘diminish’ chances of fair Wazirabad probe 
— By Asif Chaudhry

Did you think the Pentagon had a 
hard rule against using lethal au-
tonomous weapons? It doesn’t. But 
it does have hoops to jump through 
before such a weapon might be 
deployed—and, as of Wednesday, 
a revised policy intended to clear 
up confusion. The biggest change 
in the Defense Department’s new 
version of its 2012 doctrine on 
lethal autonomous weapons is a 
clearer statement that it is possi-
ble to build and deploy them safe-
ly and ethically but not without a 
lot of oversight.   That’s meant to 
clear up the popular perception 
that there’s some kind of a ban on 
such weapons. “No such require-
ment appears in [the 2012 poli-
cy] DODD 3000.09, nor any other 
DOD policy,” wrote Greg Allen, 
the director of the Artificial Intel-
ligence Governance Project and 
a senior fellow in the Strategic 
Technologies Program at the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International 
Studies. What the 2012 doctrine 
actually says is that the military 
may make such weapons but only 
after a “senior level review pro-
cess,” which no weapon has gone 
through yet, according to a 2019 
Congressional Research Service 
report on the subject. That’s led 
to a lot of confusion about the De-
fense Department’s policy on what 
it can and can’t build—confusion 
that has not been helped by mili-
tary leaders and officers who insist 
that they are strictly prohibited 
from building lethal autonomous 
weapons. In April 2021, for exam-
ple, then-Army Futures Command 
head Gen. John Murray said, 
“Where I draw the line—and this 
is, I think well within our current 
policies – if you’re talking about 
a lethal effect against another hu-
man, you have to have a human in 
that decision-making process.” But 
that’s not what the policy actually 
said. The updated policy establish-
es guidelines to make sure that au-

tonomous and semi-autonomous 
weapons function the way they 
are supposed to and establishes 
a working group.  “The directive 
now makes explicit the need for 
an autonomous weapon system, if 
it’s approved, to be reviewed,” Mi-
chael Horowitz, the director of the 
emerging capabilities policy office 
in the Office of the Under Secre-
tary of Defense for Policy, told re-
porters on Wednesday. “If it chang-
es to a sufficient degree, that a new 
review would appear necessary. Or 
if a non-autonomous weapon sys-
tem has autonomous capabilities 
added to it, it makes clear that it 
would have to go through the re-
view process.” Horowitz contin-
ued, “There are essentially a lot of 
things that were…maybe…not laid 
out explicitly in the original direc-
tive that may have contributed to 
some of the, maybe, perceptions of 
confusion…and we wanted to clear 
as much of that up as possible. By, 
for example, making sure that the 
list of exemptions was clearly a list 
of exemptions to the senior review 
process for autonomous weapon 
systems rather than a list of what 
you can or can’t do.”  CSIS’ Allen 
told Defense One, “NATO released 
the summary of its Autonomy Im-
plementation Plan last year. That 
plan states that ‘NATO and Allies 
will responsibly harness autono-
mous systems.’ This 3000.09 up-
date shows that the DoD believes 
that there are ways to responsibly 
and ethically use autonomous sys-
tems, including AI-enabled auton-
omous weapons systems that use 
lethal force. The DoD believes that 
there should be a high bar both 
procedurally and technically for 
such systems, but not a ban. One 
of the DoD’s goals in openly pub-
lishing this document is an effort 
to be a transparent world leader on 
this topic.”

Courtesy: Defense One

 When May a Robot Kill?  
New DOD Policy Tries to Clarify 

— By Patrick Tucker

Status of GB in Limbo
GB was liberated in 1947 with out 
any help of foreign pow-- er. It was 
a self-driven force which creat-
ed a history. But it is unfortunate 
that after 75 years, the fate of GB 

is hanging like suspension bridge 
without any base. PPP gave a set up 
through ordinance but there is no 
legal cover. The situation has cre-
ated a sense of deprivation which 
is deepening day by day. It is high 

time to realise the gravity of the sit-
uation and come up with provincial 
set up with legal base and restore 
state subject in GB.
– Shakir H Shamim
– Skardu

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office 
(FO) on Thursday said Pakistan 
and the United States were in a new 
process of re-engagement based on 
“productive and cooperative” col-
laboration in diverse matters. “We 
are undertaking discussions on 
different issues including agricul-
ture, climate change, investment, 

energy, and other sectors and we 
also continue to discuss all issues of 
concern to both sides,” FO Spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said 
in response to the statement of the 
U.S. that Pakistan can buy Russian 
oil despite restrictions. US State 
Department’s spokesperson Ned 
Price at a press briefing Tuesday 

afternoon had stated Pakistan could 
also take advantage of the conces-
sions Washington had given to other 
countries for buying oil from Rus-
sia. The FO spokesperson said Pa-
kistan appreciated its close friend-
ship with the United States and was 
in a process of “re-engagement”. 
(APP)

Providing batter health facilities to the masses 
the top priority of the district admin: Tariq Salam

Govt working hard to control inflation: Minister

Five robbers arrested, cash,weapons recovered

Officers, employees can’t deliver without  
discipline, teamwork: Deputy commissioner

Solo show by legendary artist concludes

Islamia University of Bahawalpur holds  
certificates distributing ceremony 

Pakistan post holds online open court on Jan 26

Country endures 2.37 MMT wheat shortage, Senate told

Naek seeks ruling regarding flag hoisting on 
cabinet members’ vehicles

Early elections panacea to all issues, claims 
Shahzad Waseem

Four street criminals arrested; Rs 85,000 
snatched cash recovered

Healthcare services being improved: CEO 
Health Authority

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Tariq Salam Mar-
wat said that improving the health 
sector and providing better health fa-
cilities to the people was the priority 
of the district administration and we 
will utilize all our resources in this 
regard. Tariq Salam Marwat issued 
instructions regarding the deploy-
ment of primary health centre staff 
while chairing the District Steering 
Committee meeting. He emphasized 
the deployment of staff at all seats in 
all primary health centres and RHCs 
as well as the provision of medicines 
to facilitate the tourists coming to 
Galiyat. Deputy Commissioner Ab-
bottabad emphasized measures to 
complete the staffing of DHQ, Pri-
mary Health Center, and RHC, elim-
inate general duties and provide 
facilities and best medical services 
to the citizens and hoped that the 

health department will perform well. 
He also stressed utilizing all possible 
resources for patients while improv-
ing ICU at DHQ and making Lady 
Health Worker Program effective, 
supply of medicines at all centres, 
presence of medical officers, action 
against absent staff, availability of 
equipment, round-the-clock elec-
tricity supply, and improvement of 
infrastructure. The DC Abbottabad 
appreciated the work of the dentist-
ry department in DHQ and issued 
instructions to ensure better facil-
ities for the people and welcomed 
the improvement in the provision 
of facilities to the citizens. Deputy 
Commissioner Abbottabad reviewed 
the performance of the Population 
Department and issued instruc-
tions to the Population Department 
to improve the health services. 
(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: State Minister 
of Inter-Provincial Coordination 
Maher Irshad Sial said the incum-
bent government was working on an 
emergency basis to control inflation 
hitting hard on the common people 
of the country. While reviewing an 
under-construction work here on 
Thursday, the minister expressed 
hope that the government would 
bring the prices of commodities 
down. He said he was in constant 
contact with people on the direc-

tives of his party chairman, Bilawal 
Zardari, and was burning the mid-
night oil to alleviate the sufferings 
of the poor not only belonging to his 
constituency but the entire district. 
Later, Irshad Sial visited Basti Bhee-
ma, the suburban area of the city, to 
review the laying of tuff tile project 
initiated to the tune of Rs. 5.2 million. 
On the occasion, he asked the con-
tractor to complete the road earlier 
by adhering to the highest standards. 
(APP)

FAISALABAD: The police on Thurs-
day claimed to have arrested five 
dacoits and recovered items from 
their possession. A police spokes-
person said D-Type colony police, in 
a raid, arrested Afzal, Babar Ali and 
Abdul Jabbar. Police also recovered 
cash, cell phones, three motorcycles 

and three pistols. Meanwhile, Madi-
na Town police raided at Chak No 
208-RB and held Sahal Maseihand 
Ihsan Maqsood besides recovering 
two motorbikes, two pistols and oth-
er valuables. Separate cases have 
been registered against the accused. 
(APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner Ab-
dullah Khurram Niazi has said that 
the government officers and employ-
ees who completed their term of ser-
vice in an honorable manner within 
the scope of the constitution and law 
deserve to be congratulated. Officers 
and employees of any department 
can not deliver without discipline and 
teamwork. He expressed these views 
while addressing a luncheon ceremo-
ny hosted by Employees Welfare As-
sociation, DC Office Sialkot in honor 
of 27 officers and employees who 
completed their tenure in the office. 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Revenue) Rizwan Mehmood, Addi-

tional Deputy Commissioner Gener-
al (ADCG) Shahid Abbas, Assistant 
Commissioner (AC) Sialkot Sufian 
Dilawar, Superintendent DC Office 
Asad Ghuman, Karamat Ali, Shahid 
Shamsi, Karamat Ali, Anwar Kahlu, 
Naeem Butt, Asif Shah, Malik Mais-
am and Nisar Ahmed attended the 
event. Addressing on this occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner Sialkot Abdul-
lah Khurram Niazi said officers and 
employees were like a family. He said 
that government employees who had 
completed their service should keep 
themselves busy in social services 
instead of sitting at home after retire-
ment. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A solo show of paint-
ings by legendary artist Muhammad 
Javed concluded here Thursday at 
the Pakistan National Council of the 
Arts (PNCA). The show displayed 
the artworks of Muhammad Javed, 
a living legend in the field of fine 
arts. The exhibition was followed by 
the launching of a book titled “Mu-
hammad Javed - A Versatile Artist” 
written by Shabnam Abbasi and ed-
ited by Dr. Shaukat Mehmood. Mu-
hammad Javed has standing in the 
field of Fine Art (Painting) for about 
six decades and is a living legend. 
After graduating in Fine Art from 
the National College of Arts, Lahore 
in 1962, he continuously explored 
the ideology of modern art and cre-
ated his individual idiom, and con-
tributed a lot to the field. He has 
participated in a number of group 

exhibitions and has several solo 
shows at his credit held in the coun-
try and abroad. He remained an MIT 
scholar and won the first Annual 
Distinguished Artist Award in 1989, 
which was given for the first time 
by MIT. Later on, he also received 
some awards from local institutions 
and societies. Muhammad Javed 
not only painted city heritage but 
delineated varied socio-economic, 
cultural, and political subjects. His 
artwork has historic relevance and 
represents realities of life, devel-
oped through a process of creating 
interesting forms, building composi-
tion by dividing space, depicting ob-
jects, and manipulating the canvas 
skillfully. Moreover, he probed new 
dimensions in modern calligraphic 
paintings and introduced a unique 
style. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Directorate of Stu-
dents Affairs, the Islamia University 
of Bahawalpur organized the cer-
emony of distributing certificates 
to the office bearers of the student 
societies of the year 2022 held at 
Baghdad ul Jadeed Campus. Vice 
Chancellor, the Islamia University 
of Bahawalpur Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob was the chief guest of 
the event. Renowned motivational 
speaker Dr. Muhammad Affan Qais-
er also participated on this occasion, 
who gave a special lecture to the 
students on the topic of highlighting 
their leadership skills and preparing 
a plan for the future. Dr. Azhar Hus-
sain, representing the Directorate of 
Student Affairs, said that on the spe-
cial instructions of the Vice-Chan-
cellor, student societies were estab-

lished in the university in order to 
highlight leadership among students 
and to play a useful role in the so-
ciety by becoming active profes-
sionals. The establishment of these 
student societies started in the year 
2019. At present 29 student societ-
ies are functioning where students 
organize various activities based on 
their themes and full support and 
guidance is provided by the Direc-
torate of Students. Dr. Azhar Hus-
sain thanked Vice Chancellor Engr. 
Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob for special 
support and patronage in the estab-
lishment of student societies and 
their activities. At the end of the cer-
emony, certificates were distributed 
among the officials in the presence 
of the advisor of the student societ-
ies.(PR)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Post con-
ducted an online Khuli Katchery 
(open court) in all postal circles on 
Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. to resolve the complaints of 
its customers. According to official 
sources, the initiative was taken 
on the special directives of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and the 
Ministry of Communications and 
Postal Services for addressing the 

complaints of the users and improv-
ing the services of the department. 
During the online interaction, the 
Director General of Pakistan Post 
listened to the complaints of the 
postal clients through online zoom 
meetings. The Director General also 
issued orders to authorities con-
cerned for resolving the grievances 
and providing all possible facilities 
to them.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for National 
Food Security and Research Tariq 
Bashir Cheema on Thursday said 
that Pakistan was enduring a net 
wheat deficit of 2.37 million metric 
tons (MMT) during the current year. 
In a written reply to the question of 
Senator Zeeshan Khanzada during 
question hour in the upper house of 
parliament, he said the deficit has 
been estimated after the re-verifica-
tion of carry-forward stocks and total 
existing stock position. He said the 
total wheat available in the country 

this year was 28. 42 MMT, the wheat 
production was 26.389 mmt while 
carry forward stock was 2.031 MMT. 
Similarly, the national requirements 
were 30.79 MMT and thus net short-
fall was 2.37 MMT. Quoting Pakistan 
Agricultural Storage & Services Cor-
poration Limited (PASSCO) and the 
provincial food department, he said 
the government was expecting 3 
MMT. He said the government was 
committed to announcing the prof-
itable support price before the next 
wheat sowing season. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senator Farooq Ha-
meed Naek on Thursday sought 
Senate Chairman Muhammad Sadiq 
Sanjrani’s ruling on flag hoisting by 
cabinet members including special 
assistants, advisors and others on 
their official vehicles. Speaking on a 

point of order, Naek urged the chair-
man to announce his ruling over the 
issue in accordance with the law of 
the land. Senate Chairman said he 
will announce the ruling after care-
fully deliberating the relevant laws 
and rules. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the House in 
Senate Dr Shahzad Waseem on Thurs-
day claimed that the solution to all the 
problems being confronted by the 
country, “rests in holding free, fair and 
transparent elections. “ Speaking on a 
point of order in Senate, he criticized 

the government for arresting Pakistan 
Tehreek -e-Insaf’’s leader Chaudhary 
Fawad Hussain. Syed Yousaf Raza 
Gillani urged the opposition to avoid 
criticizing constitutional institutions 
especially Election Commission of Pa-
kistan and caretaker set up. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawal-
pindi Police here on Thursday ar-
rested four street criminals and re-
covered Rs 85,000 snatched cash, 
16 mobile phones, a motorcycle, 
weapons and other items from their 
possession. According to a police 
spokesman, Naseerabad police 
arrested four members of ‘Miru’ 
street criminal gang, identified as 
the ringleader namely Gul Mir alias 
Miru, Abdullah, Mussa and Saleem 
Khan, wanted in various cases. He 

informed that the police team con-
stituted under the supervision of 
Naseerabad Police Station on the di-
rectives of the Superintendent of Po-
lice conducted a raid and managed 
to net the accused besides recover-
ing stolen cash, phones, a motorcy-
cle, weapons and other items from 
their possession. As per the prelim-
inary police record, the criminals 
were also involved in other crimes, 
he said adding, the arrested street 
criminals were being sent to jail for 
the identification parade. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Health Authority 
Dr Iqbal Sajid said healthcare ser-
vices were being improved across 
the district. Talking to journalists at 
a local press club, he said corrup-
tion wouldn’t be tolerated in the de-
partment like elsewhere in any part 
of the country. Neither I’m corrupt 
nor anyone else would be allowed 
to plunder the money of the masses, 
he added. He said that recruitment 
for fourth-grade posts was cancelled 
until further order. Chairman Punjab 

Lawyers Association and noted jour-
nalists were present on the occasion. 
The CEO informed that the appoint-
ment of the senior medical officer had 
been made at the rural health centre. 
Replying to a query over non-opera-
tional operation theatres at the health 
centres, Dr Iqbal said the government 
had put a ban on operations without 
anaesthesia doctors and anaesthesia 
tests. That’s why, he said, operation 
theatres were closed at rural health 
centres in Muzaffargarh like other 
district towns across Punjab. (APP)

Policeman killed  
in accident

Unregistered vehicles 
seized

10 arrested, 576 kites 
recovered

IRSA releases 43,600 
cusecs water

11 arrested under 
 Punjab Sound Act

Man gunned down

FAISALABAD: A policeman was 
killed while another sustained inju-
ries in a road accidents in the area 
of Nishatabad police station here on 
Thursday. A Rescue 1122 spokesman 
said policemen Farhan Tariq of Gojra 
and Asif Latif of Chak No126 Jhumra 
were travelling on a motorcycle when 
their bike collided with a tractor-trol-
ley near Chak No 2 Ramdewali on 
Sargodha Road. As a result, Farhan 
died on the spot whereas Asif Lat-
if was provided first aid. The police 
took the body into custody and start-
ed investigation, he added.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Hundreds of mo-
torbikes without number plates were 
seized during the general hold-up 
conducted on Thursday. According 
to SHO Kot Addu city, a joint action 
was carried out by the police and ex-
cise department. He said a letter was 
written to the SHOs of two districts, 
Kot Addu and Muzaffargarh to im-
plement the law that was essential 
to mitigate the crime ratio in the two 
regions. He reiterated that unregis-
tered vehicles were strictly prohibited 
on roads and hold-up would continue 
until the target was achieved. (APP)

SARGODHA: Police on Thursday ar-
rested ten kite sellers and recovered 
576 kites with 37 string rolls. A police 
spokesman said officials conducted 
raids in various areas and arrested-
Shamsh, Tahir, Aslam, Muneer, Mu-
jtaba, Sqlain, Husnain , Shafique, 
Sadique and waheed withkites and 
string rolls. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday re-
leased 43,600 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 41,700 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water lev-
el in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1495.32 feet and was 97.32 feet high-
er than its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in the dam 
was recorded as 17,400 cusecs while 
outflow as 25,000 cusecs. The water 
level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1127.15 feet, which was 77.15 
feet higher than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 5,800 cusecs and 100 
cusecs respectively. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Police have arrested 
11 accused for misusing loud speak-
ers under the Punjab Sound Act here 
on Thursday. A spokesman for Ba-
hawalpur police said that according 
to Punjab Sound Act, no one was 
allowed to disturb environment and 
cause disturbance to people by play-
ing music on loud speakers. He said 
that different police stations includ-
ing PS Khairpur Tamewali, PS Chani 
Goth, PS Ahmadpur East, PS Civil 
Lines and PS Dhor Kot in separate 
raids arrested 11 persons for violating 
Punjab Sound Act. Cases have been 
registered against the accused. Fur-
ther probe was in process. (APP)

SARGODHA: A man was gunned 
down by his rivals in a domestic dis-
pute under the jurisdiction of Mas-
tikhail police here on Thursday. Police 
said Muhammad Zubair, 49, had a 
domestic dispute with his opponents 
Azeem khan and Taimoor khan. To-
day,the accused shot dead Zubair near 
Pull Shahwani and fled away. (APP)

Pakistan, US in new process of ‘productive’ re-engagement: FO
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PTDC advises tourists to take precautionary measures during visit to hilly areas
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (PTDC) on 
Thursday has advised the tourists vis-
iting hilly areas of the country during 
the current snowy season to take ex-
tra precautionary measures to ensure 
personal and collective safety and 
avoid any untoward situation in ex-
treme weather conditions. The PTDC 
along with other concerned authori-
ties have asked the visitors to dress in 
layers, wear a warm hat or cap, scarf 
and gloves or mittens to protect body 
heat from wind-chill or extreme cold. 
The tourists were asked to not keep 
the vehicle engine running continu-

ously and do not switch on heaters 
for more than 10 minutes in an hour. 
The official of PTDC urged the travel-
ers to keep vehicle windows slightly 
open for fresh air or ventilation and 
ensure that vehicle’s exhaust pipe is 
not blocked by snow, ice or debris 
and check once every hour to keep 
your exhaust cleared in snowy con-
ditions,” it said. The travelers must 
check for the latest weather or travel 
advisories issued for your area and 
take appropriate pre-cautionary mea-
sures before going out. The travelers 
have been advised to avoid traveling 
in low visibility conditions and during 

icy road conditions if possible. Be-
fore traveling ensure your vehicle is 
properly serviced, including heater, 
brakes, radiator and replacing worn 
out tyres”, it said. The guideline ex-
horted to keep essential supplies in 
your vehicle when traveling for use 
in emergencies including additional 
warm clothing, warm blankets, first 
aid kit, water-proof matches or light-
er, windshield ice-scraper, booster 
cables, basic toolkit, bag of sand or 
cat litter (to provide traction on ice 
or snow), wheel chains, spare wheel 
or repair kit, dry food or fruits and 
drinking water. (Agencies)

Two electricity feeders inaugurated in DI Khan

Govt successfully brought back country from 
brink of bankruptcy: Dr Aisha Ghaus

CCTV cameras to ensure accelerated pace, 
quality on Tank city road’s construction work

Speakers emphasis on productivity led  
economic growth in Pakistan

Oranges have highly nutrient content: Expert

Security system inspected at Sararogha police 
station in South Waziristan

MWMC starts awareness campaign for tractor drivers

SP Saddar visits Saddar Baroni police station

SAPM pledges zero tolerance against abusing 
state institutions

CTO orders strict action against illegal parking

ISLAMABAD: Former opposition 
leader KP assembly and District 
Amir Jamiat Ulema-e islam, Maula-
na Lutfur Rehman inaugurated two 
new electricity feeders in Dera Ismail 
Khan and said it is a gift for the peo-
ple of the area. Two new power feed-
ers; Qureshi Mor and Qayyum Nagar 
feeder constructed at a cost of 4.5 
crore rupees were inaugurated at Go-
mal University Grid Station. On this 
occasion, Pesco Executive Engineer 
City Division Hizbullah Mehsud, Ex-
ecutive Engineer rural Rizwanullah 
Marwat, JUI-F district leaders and 
pesco official and a large number of 
people were present at the inaugu-
ration ceremony. Pesco officials in 
their briefing said the new feeders 
will reduce power breakdowns and 
low voltage issues for consumers in 
Anjumabad, Muriali, Noon, Nawab, 
and areas of Bhakar Road. Earlier, 
the overloading at the grid stations 
of University and Dera city was very 
high due to which many feeders 

tripped repeatedly. Speaking at the 
inaugural ceremony, Maulana Lut-
fur Rehman said that this big project 
has reached its completion due to the 
day and night hard work of the Pes-
co officials. This was a long-stand-
ing demand of the residents of the 
area, it will also eliminate unneces-
sary load shedding in the area and 
the consumers will also get rid of 
problems like overloading, he said 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf had put a 
blanket on all the development proj-
ects during its four-year tenure, The 
CPEC project which was attributed 
to the development of Pakistan was 
also closed, Dera Ismail Khan went 
back a hundred years by stopping 
the work on the CPEC project, he 
said. He said that we are working 
hard day and night for the develop-
ment of Dera, and we want to make 
Dera Ismail Khan an economic zone. 
The Federal government is working 
on the projects that were stopped by 
the previous government.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State 
for Finance and Revenue Dr Aisha 
Ghaus Pasha on Thursday informed 
the Senate that the incumbent gov-
ernment successfully brought back 
the country from the verge of bank-
ruptcy, owing to good management 
policy. Replying to a Calling Atten-
tion Notice raised by Sania Nishtar 
regarding the current status of the 
economy, the short and long term 
distortions creating the unprece-
dented challenges for a poor man, 
the minister said the government 
had a plan to improve the economic 
situation. The government inherited 
fragile economy and economic situ-
ation since its inception besides dev-
astating floods which directly affect-
ed 33 million people, she added. The 
minister said all commercial banks 
were directed to open LC for import 
of food items, medicines and fuel 
and added only import of luxury 
items had been curtailed. She said 
one third areas of the country came 
under devastating flood which in-
flicted over $ 33 billion loss. Despite 

several challenges, all out efforts 
were being made to provide relief to 
the common people, she added. She 
said relief was being provided to 
common people through Benazir In-
come Support Programme (BISP), 
Pakistan Utility Store Corporation 
(USC), National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) and Kissan 
Package. Hefty amount was speci-
fied to provide prompt relief to the 
common people, she added. The 
minister said the Russia-Ukraine 
war, global recession and devalu-
ation of currencies against Dollar 
multiplied the problems of various 
countries including Pakistan. The 
government reviewed International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Programme 
and had to take major steps to put 
the country on right track, she add-
ed. Aisha Ghaus said it was determi-
nation of the government to protect 
the poor segments of the society. All 
the political parties should stand 
united while rising above political 
interests to steer the country out of 
current quagmire, she added.(APP)

TANK: The district administration 
has installed a system of CCTV 
cameras on the continuing road 
construction work to thorough-
ly monitor the pace and quality of 
work being undertaken under the 
‘Beautification Scheme’. The 24/7 
CCTV monitoring process was 
prompted after it was observed that 
the pace and quality of work could 
be compromised on the construc-
tion of main city roads. According to 
the district administration official, 
a proper digital recording would 
be maintained at the District Com-

missioner Tank office and could be 
made readily available for the rele-
vant officials and departments. The 
initiative is the first of its kind to 
utilize modern technology for bring-
ing efficiency and transparency and 
safeguarding the public interests. A 
mega construction work is in prog-
ress on the main 2.85 kms mono-city 
road under the district beautifica-
tion scheme. The total cost of the 
project is worth Rs112.553 million 
which included ancillary, structure, 
main drain, and Sui gas pit work.
(APP)

LAHORE: In the Economic Produc-
tivity workshop, the speakers have 
stressed on productivity led econom-
ic growth in Pakistan and said that 
there is a need to increase productiv-
ity in the country’s industrial sector. 
Addressing a workshop held at a lo-
cal hotel on Thursday, the speakers 
said that research and development, 
technology and skilled and innovated 
manpower are extremely important 
to increase economic productivity. 
The workshop on theme of “APO Vi-
sion 2025, Inclusive, Innovation - Led 
Productivity Growth in the Asia- Pa-
cific” co-organized by National Pro-
ductivity Organization (NPO), Min-
istry of Industries and Production 
and Asian Productivity Organization 
(APO) Tokyo Japan here. They said 

that current account deficit in Paki-
stan was difficult to resolve without 
increasing export and foreign invest-
ment and to bring export and foreign 
investment, it is necessary to bring 
productivity in the country industrial 
sector. Meanwhile, while addressing 
the audience, CEO NPO Muhammad 
Alamgir Chaudhry said that tech-
nology and manpower can play an 
important role in the productivity 
of the country. He said that current-
ly NPO has a very important role to 
increase productivity in Pakistan. He 
said that cooperation between NPO 
and Industry was very important in 
terms of productivity in Pakistan at 
this time. He further said that no sec-
tor of the country developed without 
innovation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Health Expert Dr 
Mehreen Raza Thursday underlined 
the need to take oranges in daily 
routine meals as this content rich 
in vitamin B complex and minerals 
like sodium, potassium, calcium 
and copper and it contains about 
2.5 times more calcium than oth-
er citrus fruits. Talking to private 
news channel, she said the anti-
oxidant properties of orange may 
help reduce chances of cancer as 
well as risk of contracting HIV. It 
can promote anti-ageing properties 
and help keep the skin healthy. She 
further informed that oranges are 
packed with several vitamins and 

minerals, including vitamin C, thi-
amine, folate, and potassium. One 
medium-sized orange has about 
70 mg of vitamin C, which is 78% 
of that daily recommended intake. 
Some studies suggest that oranges 
may help reduce the formation of 
free radicals that cause cancer. A 
compound called D-linonene pres-
ent in orange is also known to help 
in cancer prevention,she added. 
She said the folic acid in orange 
can boost the development of brain 
function. Its anti-inflammatory 
properties also make it an excellent 
food to reduce the risk of arthritis or 
any joint-related issues. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: District Po-
lice Officer(DPO) South Waziristan 
Shabbir Hussain Marwat Thursday 
said that police were committed to 
protect lives and properties of citi-
zens and in that regard no negligence 
would be tolerated. He expressed 
these views during a surprise visit to 
Sararogha police station to review 
the recently installed modern securi-
ty system, night vision cameras and 
security arrangements there. Ac-
cording to the police, Station House 
Officer(SHO) Sherullah Khan Me-
hsud gave a detailed briefing about 
the security arrangements which 
were appreciated by the visiting po-

lice chief. Speaking on the occasion, 
the DPO said it was the duty of police 
to ensure protection of life and prop-
erty of citizens and this responsibili-
ty should be fulfilled in an effective 
manner. He urged policemen to deal 
with people in a polite manner while 
keeping in view their self-respect, 
adding that such a positive change in 
attitude would enhance confidence 
of people in the police department. 
He said it would also help muster 
support and cooperation of tribe el-
ders for eliminating crimes. Later, he 
visited outposts Kotki and Spin Ra-
ghzai to review the security arrange-
ments. (APP)

MULTAN: The Multan Waste Man-
agement Company (MWMC) has 
started an awareness campaign for 
the drivers of tractor trolleys loaded 
with sand and soil, urging them to 
cover the trolleys in order to prevent 
pollution and smog. Giving a briefing 
to drivers here on Thursday, Man-
ager Operations Anwar Ul Haq and 
Sector Officer Mohammad Ejaz in-
structed them to cover trolleys with 
tarpaulin or plastic sheets before en-

tering the city in order to prevent pol-
lution and smog caused by the falling 
sand and soil from the trolleys. They 
said that the sand and soil falling on 
the road caused pollution and creat-
ed problems for those traveling on 
foot, bicycle and motorbike. They 
said that the cleanliness operation of 
the company was also being affected 
by the sand and dust as scraping dust 
from roads wasted most of the time 
of MWMC workers. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Superintendent of 
Police (SP) Saddar, Bilal Mehmood 
visited Saddar Baroni police station 
and inspected the front desk, lock up 
and records. The SP visited police sta-
tion on Wednesday night and inspect-
ed the front desk, lock up, records, 
cleanliness condition and the build-
ing of the police station. The SP also 
directed the officers concerned to is-
sue show cause notices to the SHO 

and ‘Moharar’ of the police station on 
poor performance. He instructed the 
police officers to provide relief to the 
people as the Police Stations are basic 
units for providing justice to the peo-
ple. Prompt redressal of the grievanc-
es of the citizens should be ensured, 
he said adding, negligence on part of 
the officials concerned would not be 
tolerated and no compromise would 
be made on service delivery. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister Malik Muham-
mad Ahmed Khan here on Thursday 
said that the government would ob-
serve zero tolerance against individ-
uals abusing or hurling threats to the 
state institutions and creating hatred 
among its personnel. Addressing the 
media persons, he castigated Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman 
Imran Khan for instigating political 
polarization, dividing the society and 
promoting hatred among the people 
for his pity political gains. He said 
that PTI was the party of only 30 
members and the rest was provided 
to it by former National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) Chairman Javed 
Iqbal, who himself admitted this as 
reported by columnist Javed Chaud-
hary. Javed Iqbal admitted that he 
was tasked to provide at least 40 
(prominent) persons to Imran Khan’s 

PTI. He said that he was astonished 
to note that his friend Fawad Chaud-
hary has hurled such disturbing 
threats to an institution. Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Sikandar Sultan 
Raja was appointed by Imran Khan, 
he expressed. He said Imran Khan 
accused Donald Lu, General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa and now he accused 
Mohsin Raza Naqvi for toppling his 
government. He criticized former 
state minister Farrukh Habib for ob-
structing police from official duties. 
Caretaker Chief Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi was appointed after following 
a constitutional process, he added. 
PTI had started sullying campaign 
against Election Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) after their refusal to 
launch Electronic Voting Machine 
(EVM) and CEC’s principal stance 
on Daska election riggings by Buz-
dar government. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Officer 
(CTO) Rawalpindi Tamoor Khan here 
on Thursday visited different city ar-
eas and inspected flow of traffic on city 
roads. According to a City Traffic Po-
lice (CTP) spokesman, the CTO direct-
ed the Traffic Wardens to take strict ac-
tion against illegal parking particularly 
on Murree Road, Raja Bazar and other 
main roads of the city besides earnest 
efforts to ensure smooth traffic flow. 
He said, CTP had also made special 
arrangements to clear encroachments. 

Now lifters would also be available in 
Raja Bazar, Murree Road and other 
areas to remove encroachments and 
vehicles parked in no parking areas. 
He said, additional force had also been 
deployed in commercial areas to reg-
ulate traffic load. The spokesman in-
formed that CTP had launched a spe-
cial operation against encroachments 
and illegal parking particularly to clear 
Murree Road, City Saddar Road, Im-
perial Market, Gungmandi Road, Bara 
Market and other roads. (APP)

Power shutdown notice

Police arrest 14  
anti-social elements

Jamshaid Dasti  
hospitalized over illness

Four injured in accident

ANF recovers over five 
kg drugs; arrests five

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad Electric 
Supply company (FESCO) has is-
sued a power shutdown schedule 
in connection with necessary re-
pair and maintenance of electricity 
lines here on Thursday. According 
to schedule, power will remain sus-
pended on January 27 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. from Malrri and Pancerah 
feeders emanating from 132 KV Go-
jra grid station. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The district police 
in ongoing operations against law-
breakers, conducted raids in differ-
ent areas and rounded up 14 drug 
peddlers, bootleggers, illegal weap-
on holders and other criminals be-
sides seizing over four kg charras, 
204 kites, 10 liters liquor, four bottles 
of liquor, four 30-bore pistols, am-
munition and other items from their 
possession, said a police spokes-
man here on Thursday. He informed 
that Pirwadhai, Bani, Naseerabad, 
R.A.Bazar and Sadiqabad police ar-
rested Qayyum, Abdullah, Fayyaz, 
Arif and Shamsuddin and recovered 
over four kg charras, 10 liters liquor 
and four bottles of liquor from their 
possession. Pirwadhai police round-
ed up an accused namely Hamad on 
charges of displaying weapon and 
uploading video on social media. 
Bani, Pirwadhai and Naseerabad 
police in their operation against 
kite flying ban violators managed 
to net three accused namely Haider, 
Usman and Riaz on recovery of 204 
kites and five kite-flying string rolls.  
(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Ex-MNA and 
chairman of Awami Raj party Jam-
shaid Ahmad Dasti has been hospi-
talized. His health condition dete-
riorated suddenly on which he was 
admitted to Recep Tayyib Erdogan 
hospital for treatment. A large num-
ber of party workers reached the 
hospital after listening about Das-
ti’s illness. District President Awami 
Raj Party Muzaffargarh Dr. Saeed 
Sheikh visited the hospital to en-
quire about the health of the party 
chairman and said that he was feel-
ing better now. (APP)

SIALKOT: Four people were injured 
in a collision between a car and a 
motorcycle on Chowinda Road, te-
hsil Pasrur, on Thursday. According 
to a Rescue 1122 spokeperson, Qa-
sim,15, Abul Rehman,14, Rizwan, 
16, and Ali Hamza,14, were injured 
in the accident. On information, 
Rescuer 1122 reached the spot and 
shifted the injured toa local hospital. 
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan during four count-
er-narcotics operations seized over 
five kg narcotics, 71 heroin-filled 
capsules, 55 intoxicated tablets and 
824 liters of prohibited chemical and 
arrested five accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman here on 
Thursday. He informed ANF North 
in an operation at Islamabad Inter-
national Airport recovered 71 her-
oin-filled capsules from the posses-
sion of a Bahrain-bound passenger 
resident of Narowal going on flight 
no GF-771. (APP)
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SEOUL: Hyundai Motor’s operating 
profit more than doubled in the fourth 
quarter from the same period the year 
before, the company said today, as the 
South Korean automaker strengthens 
its lineup of electric vehicles in the 
global market. Hyundai’s operating 
profit jumped 119.6% to 3.4 trillion Ko-
rean won (US$2.8 billion) in the Octo-
ber-to-December period, year on year, 
with revenue jumping 24.2% to 38.5 
trillion Korean won. The company’s 

net profit, meanwhile, surged 143.8% 
to 1.7 trillion Korean won for the three 
months, year on year. Quarter on quar-
ter, operating profit rose 116.5%, while 
revenue increased 2.2%. The result 
beat a market consensus that fore-

cast the company’s operating profit to 
reach 3 trillion Korean won and rev-
enue at 38.1 trillion Korean won. Fn-
Guide, a research firm, collected data 
from 17 brokerage houses. “We think 
Korean automakers could emerge 
from a downturn to a stronger posi-
tion relative to their competitors, given 
their strong model lineup and pent-up 
demand waiting to be delivered,” An-
gela Hong, a Nomura analyst, said in 
a note earlier this month. (Agencies)
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Inflation squeeze deepening inequality in Britain – data

China’s reopened borders may revive dealmaking

Toyota makes Lexus boss Koji Sato its new CEO

Labour shortage cost palm oil sector RM20bil last year, says Fadillah

Russian electricity exports to Asia surge

US says no objection to Pakistan importing Russian oil

LONDON: Britain’s poorest house-
holds are among the worst hit by the 
cost-of-living crisis as living standards 
are struggling to keep up with inflation, 
according to the latest figures released 
by the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) Household Finances Survey on 
Wednesday. The median disposable in-
come for the poorest fifth of the popula-
tion dropped 3.8% in the financial year 
through March 2022, while wages and 

benefit payments also failed to keep up 
with skyrocketing inflation. The data 
exposes how the squeeze is increasing 
inequality in the UK as an unbridge-

able gap opens up between the highest- 
and lowest-income households. It also 
shows the struggle to raise living stan-
dards since the nation voted to quit the 
European Union in 2016 as Britain’s 
slowing economy weighs on wages. 
The median household disposable in-
come declined by 0.6% from the 2021 
financial year, with worse expected to 
come as inflation topped four-decade 
highs last November. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: China’s reopened borders 
and renewed focus on boosting the 
sagging economy have brightened 
the deals outlook, with bankers start-
ing to field interest for mergers, ac-
quisitions and fundraising involving 
the world’s second largest economy. 
The prospect of a revival in deals 
comes as Chinese policymakers try to 
restore private sector confidence and 
growth, which has been ravaged by 
the Covid-19 pandemic and a sweep-

ing regulatory crackdown. Although 
consumer, retail and travel-related 
firms are expected to bounce back 
after an almost three-year lock-
down, advisers say sectors linked 
to strengthening China’s economic 

prospects will be at the centre of deal-
making this year. “We see strategic 
sectors, hardcore industrial technolo-
gy, automation, semiconductor-relat-
ed to be a focus for outbound activ-
ity,” said Mark Webster, partner and 
head of Singapore at BDA Partners, 
an Asia-focused investment banking 
adviser. “Healthcare opportunities are 
proving of interest, both domestically 
and outbound, including in Southeast 
Asia,” he added. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Toyota Motor Corp said 
today that Akio Toyoda would step 
down as president and chief exec-
utive and hand over the helm of Ja-
pan’s largest automaker at a time 
when the company faces the chal-
lenge of adapting to zero-carbon 
transportation. Koji Sato, a 53-year-
old who is also president of Toyota’s 
luxury brand Lexus, will become the 
new CEO, the company said. The 
current chairman Takeshi Uchiya-

mada will drop his chairman title but 
remain on the board. Toyoda will be-
come chairman in a series of chang-
es that take effect from April 1. The 

issue of who would take over from 
Toyoda, the 66-year-old grandson 
of the company’s founder, had in-
creasingly been a focus for investors. 
But the timing of the succession an-
nouncement was a surprise. Under 
Toyoda, the automaker has followed 
a go-slow approach to electric vehi-
cles, arguing that the hybrid technol-
ogy it pioneered with the Prius will 
remain important along with invest-
ments in hydrogen. (Agencies)

PUTRAJAYA: The shortage of 63,000 
foreign workers in the palm oil sector 
severely affected yield and saw Ma-
laysia lose out on an estimated RM20 
billion in revenue last year, says deputy 
prime minister Fadillah Yusof. Fadillah, 
who is also the plantation and commod-
ities minister, said that as a result, the 
Cabinet agreed to facilitate the intake of 
foreign workers and extend the labour 
recalibration programme until the end 
of the year. The programme, originally 
scheduled to end on Dec 31, 2022, saw 

more than 410,000 undocumented mi-
grants sign up to be regularised as legal 
foreign workers. Fadillah said the home 
ministry and the human resources min-
istry will hold discussions with source 
countries to ensure the entry of foreign 

workers can be carried out smoothly. 
“The two ministries will go to Indo-
nesia and Bangladesh to discuss (the 
hiring of foreign workers). “At the Ma-
laysian level, what was decided in the 
Cabinet is to simplify all processes,” he 
told reporters after delivering his New 
Year message at the plantation and 
commodities ministry here today. The 
labour recalibration programme regu-
larises undocumented migrants as for-
eign workers who could be employed 
by eligible employers. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The United States of 
America has said that it has no objec-
tion to Pakistan importing Russian oil. 
During a regular press briefing, State 
Department Spokesperson Ned Price 
was asked to share his views about 
Russia as it was near to a deal to sell 
oil to Pakistan, which of course tradi-
tionally hasn’t been a major importer 
of Russian oil. Mr Price said US has no 
objection if Pakistan wants to import 
oil Russia. Our approach to this is – has 
been laid out in the price cap mecha-

nism that we worked out with other 
countries around the world, including 
the G7, he added. “And the virtue of the 
price cap is that it allows energy mar-
kets to continue to be resourced while 
depriving Moscow of the revenue it 
would need to continue to propagate 
and fuel its brutal war against Ukraine.” 
He said the US has made the point that 
it has very intentionally not sanctioned 
Russian oil. Instead, it’s now subject to 
the price cap. “So we have encouraged 
countries to take advantage of that, 

even those countries that have not for-
mally signed on to the price cap, so that 
they can acquire oil in some cases at a 
steep discount from what they would 
otherwise acquire from, in this case, 
Russia”, he added. However, he said US 
has been very clear that now is not the 
time to increase economic activity with 
Russia but it understands the impera-
tive of keeping global energy markets 
well resourced, well supplied, and the 
price cap, we believe, provides a mech-
anism to do that. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian energy giant In-
ter RAO boosted electricity supplies 
to China and Mongolia to record vol-
umes last year, the company’s CEO 
Boris Kovalchuk said on Wednesday. 
Power exports from Russia to the EU 
were stopped last year. At that time, 
Inter RAO reported that consumers 
could not pay the company for the 
supplied electricity due to Western 
sanctions imposed on Russia. “We 
completely stopped commercial sup-
plies [of electricity] to the countries 

of the European Union starting June 
2022. At the same time, we have sub-
stantially increased exports to China 
and Mongolia,” Kovalchuk said at a 
meeting with Russian Prime Minister 

Mikhail Mishustin. He added that the 
company set a “historic maximum” in 
2022 for electricity deliveries to these 
countries. Earlier, Energy Minister 
Nikolay Shulginov stated that power 
supplies to China and Mongolia saw a 
significant jump last year. “We can talk 
about the growth of eastbound [elec-
tricity] exports, that is, total exports to 
China and Mongolia have increased 
by 20%, and there will be an uptick of 
about 16% to China by the end of the 
year,” the minister said. (Agencies)

Philippines’ economy grows 7.6pc  
despite inflation threat

Tesla reports record profits, confirms long-term outlook

Dollar reaches historic high against Pak rupee  
in interbank market 

Japan’s Suzuki to invest $35bn as part  
of growth strategy through FY2030

Investors flock to the UK’s tech ecosystem

Saudi energy minister meets Bahraini minister  
of oil and environment

MANILA: The Philippines’ economic 
growth beat expectations last year, fu-
elled by strong consumer spending de-
spite rising consumer prices, officials 
said today. Gross domestic product ex-
panded 7.6% in 2022, the state statistics 
agency said in a briefing, faster than 
the pandemic-blighted 5.7% output 
in 2021. The reading topped the gov-
ernment’s target of 6.5-7.5% growth. 
“There was so much pent-up demand 
… and that significantly improved eco-
nomic activities,” economic planning 

secretary Arsenio Balisacan said in a 
briefing. “We are confident that we will 
remain in our high growth trajecto-
ry,” he added. Growth in the last three 
months of the year also beat expecta-
tions, expanding 7.2% against a 6.6% 
median estimate in a Bloomberg sur-
vey of economists. “The improvements 
in labour market conditions, increased 
tourism, revenge and holiday spend-
ing, and resumption of face-to-face 
classes supported growth in the quar-
ter,” Balisacan said. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Tesla reported anoth-
er round of record quarterly prof-
its Wednesday while confirming its 
long-term growth outlook in spite of 
concerns about rising competition 
and macroeconomic headwinds. Elon 
Musk’s electric vehicle (EV) compa-
ny reported fourth-quarter profits of 
US$3.7 billion, up 59% from the year-
ago period as revenues jumped 37% 

to US$24.3 billion. The results were 
fuelled by a 31% rise in vehicle de-
liveries compared with the year-ago 
period. The EV giant, which startled 
investors earlier this month by an-
nouncing vehicle price cuts in the US 
and Europe, acknowledged challeng-
es such as rising interest rates and an 
“uncertain macroeconomic environ-
ment.” Tesla said it was accelerating 
its “cost reduction roadmap,” while 
working to ramp up production. “In 
any scenario, we are prepared for 
short-term uncertainty,” said Tesla, 
while adding that its “relentless cost 
control and cost innovation” will al-
low it to navigate 2023 better than ri-
vals. (Agencies)

KARACHI: After losing Rs12 against 
the US dollar in the open market, 
the Pakistani rupee also lost Rs11.11 
against the greenback in the interbank 
market on Thursaday, Dunya News 
reported. The local currency was be-
ing traded at Rs242 per dollar in the 
interbank market around 10:48am, 
according to the data from the Forex 
Association of Pakistan (FAP). Accorid-
ng to FAP. the PKR was being traded at 
Rs255 per dollar with a record low in 
the open market around 11:40am. This 
equates to a depreciation of Rs12 or 

4.94 per cent compared to yesterday’s 
rate of Rs243. In the interbank market, 
the local currency was trading at Rs250 
per dollar, down Rs19.11, or 8.28pc, 
from yesterday’s close of Rs230.89. 
After the Exchange Companies Associ-
ation of Pakistan (ECAP) removed an 
unofficial cap on the exchange rate, the 
Pakistani rupee on Wednesday closed 
at Rs243.00, falling 2.25 or 0.92% in the 
open market. According to the Forex 
Association of Pakistan (FAP), the ex-
change rate of the Pakistani rupee also 
depreciated by 49 paisa against the 
US dollar in the interbank trading and 
closed at Rs230.89 against the previous 
day’s closing of Rs230.40. On the other 
hand, the buying and selling rates of 
dollar in the open market were record-
ed at Rs240.60 and Rs243.00 respec-
tively. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s Suzuki Motor Corp 
said on Thursday it will invest a total 
of 4.5 trillion yen ($34.79 billion) in re-
search and development as well as in 
capital expenditure as part of its growth 
strategy through fiscal 2030. The Japa-
nese automaker said it would invest 2 
trillion yen to facilitate electrification 
and autonomous driving technologies, 
while allocating 2.5 trillion yen to build 
battery electric vehicle plant and for re-
newable energy facilities. Suzuki said 
it is going to introduce its first battery 
electric vehicle automobiles in Japan in 
the financial year 2023, and in the fi-
nancial year 2024 in Europe and India. 
It is also seeking to introduce its first 
battery electric motorcycles globally in 
financial year 2024. Suzuki has shown 

eagerness to leverage its cooperation 
with car giant Toyota to capture a big-
ger share of India’s budding EV mar-
ket, which is gaining momentum. Su-
zuki plans to learn from Toyota how to 
use EV technology to make small elec-
tric cars, its president Toshihiro Suzuki 
said during a visit to India this month, 
signalling the firm’s readiness to ex-
tend its footprint in India’s EV market. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: While there has been much 
alarm over the City’s competitive posi-
tion this year – with Amsterdam over-
taking London as Europe’s top share 
trading location and the French stock 
market overtaking that of the UK – new 
data reveals the UK’s IT sector con-
tinues to outpace its European peers. 
Fast-growing UK IT companies raised 
£24bn this year, more than France and 
Germany combined, according to Deal-
room. It brings UK tech firms’ five-year 
total to £97bn. Capital has been harder 
to come by this year as interest rates 
have climbed and investors have be-

come more cautious of the tech sector. 
Dealroom’s calculations suggest the 
UK’s tech industry is now worth $1trn, 
making it the third country behind the 
US and China to reach this milestone 
and cementing it as the top European 
innovation environment. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Minister of 
Energy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman 
held a meeting with Bahrain’s Minister 
of Oil and Environment and the Special 
Envoy for Climate Affairs Dr. Moham-
med bin Mubarak bin Daina, the Saudi 
Press Agency reported on Tuesday.
During the meeting, they reviewed the 
bilateral relations between their two 
countries and followed up on the prog-

ress of their work on common issues in 
the energy field. (Agencies)

Hyundai’s profit more than doubles in Q4

SYDNEY: Opium production in 
Myanmar almost doubled last year 
as farmers in the Golden Triangle re-
gion turned to the illicit crop in the 
wake of the military’s power grab, a 
report from the United Nations has 
found. The surge in opium, the raw 
ingredient of heroin, emphatically 

reversed a decadelong trend of fall-
ing cultivation. “Economic, security 
and governance disruptions that fol-
lowed the military takeover of Febru-
ary 2021 have converged,” said Jer-
emy Douglas, the representative for 
the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) in Southeast 

Asia. Farmers, he added, “have had 
little option but to move back to opi-
um.” Centred on northern Myanmar 
and including parts of Laos and Thai-
land, the thickly forested and moun-
tainous Golden Triangle region was 
the world’s biggest source of heroin 
in the 1990s. (Agencies)

Myanmar’s opium production nearly doubles to 9-year high
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RIYADH: NEOM McLaren Formula 
E drivers Rene Rast and Jake Hughes 
are relishing the opportunity of racing 
at this weekend’s CORE Diriyah E-Prix 
double-header, hoping to make Saudi 
Arabia proud in NEOM’s “home” races. 
The ABB FIA Formula E World Cham-
pionship returns to Riyadh for Rounds 
2 and 3 of Season 9 on Friday and Sat-
urday with Rast and Hughes to put on 
strong performances at the night races. 
It will be the first time the drivers and 
the team will be competing in Saudi 

Arabia since NEOM’s strategic part-
nership with McLaren to become the 
title partner of the McLaren Formula E 
teams. During a virtual media roundta-
ble with regional media, Rast, of Ger-
many, who returned to Formula E for 

Season 9 after racing in Season 6 and 
7, said: “Diriyah is one of my favorite 
tracks and provides some good over-
taking but also very challenging where 
you can’t make any mistakes. “We have 
only been in Saudi Arabia for a few 
days but we visited the place and I am 
really impressed with the facilities in 
NEOM and what they are doing. Given 
its partnership, this race makes it more 
special and I hope we can do well and 
hope there’s a lot of support for McLar-
en this week. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: American Mikaela Shif-
frin claimed yet another record in her 
trophy-laden career as she secured an 
83rd women s World Cup victory on 
Tuesday, moving her to the top of the 
list past her compatriot Lindsey Vonn. 
After a few near-misses since matching 
Vonn s mark in Kranjska Gora earlier 
this month, Shiffrin sealed her mile-
stone win in the giant slalom at the Ital-
ian resort of Kronplatz. The four-time 
overall World Cup champion clocked 
the fastest first leg down the Erta slope 

with Swiss reigning giant slalom world 
champion Lara Gut-Behrami 0.13 sec-
onds behind. Gut-Behrami piled on the 
pressure with a superb second run but 
Shiffrin, 27, responded and consolidat-
ed her advantage to claim victory by 
0.45 seconds overall. Italy s Federica 

Brignone was third. Swedish men s 
slalom great Ingemar Stenmark holds 
the absolute record of 86 World Cup 
victories -- all in slalom or giant slalom 
-- in the 1970s and 1980s. “It s hard to 
find words actually. I don t think there 
are words to explain all the feelings 
because during the day it s stressful, 
sometimes peaceful, sometimes ner-
vous, sometimes exciting,” Shiffrin, 
who extended her huge lead in the 
World Cup overall standings, told Eu-
rosport. (Agencies)

KRONPLATZ: Mikaela Shiffrin may 
be closing in on Ingemar Stenmark’s 
record for the most Alpine skiing 
World Cup wins but said on Wednes-
day that she might never eclipse the 
Swede when it comes to who is the 
greatest of all-time. A day after captur-
ing her 83rd career win in Kronplatz to 
surpass American compatriot Lindsey 
Vonn’s record for the most women’s 
World Cup victories, Shiffrin turned 
her sights on Stenmark’s mark of 86. 

After completing the giant slalom dou-
ble at the Italian resort on Wednesday, 
she sits just two victories short of the 

absolute record. With three more wins 
Shiffrin would statistically become the 
most successful Alpine skier ever, but 
for the 27-year-old, the title of greatest 
will remain open to debate. “Take the 
number 83 and technically yes that’s 
more than any other woman but there 
will always be a huge fan base that 
believes that Lindsey is the greatest 
female skier of all-time,” said Shiffrin, 
during a Zoom call following her 84th 
win. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Making Miracles has 
emerged as one of the favorites to 
win The Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques Cup 2023 thanks to his expe-
rience in the Saudi races and becom-
ing a remarkable asset of the White 
and Blue Stable owned by Prince Saud 
bin Salman. This year’s renewal of the 
race will take place at the King Ab-
dulaziz Racecourse in Janadriyah next 
Friday and Saturday. The British horse 
was born in 2015, and when he turned 
four began to write a rich history for 
his stable. Making Miracles previous-

ly claimed three international class 2 
cups, including two races at Hajjduk 
track and Handicap track, alongside 
winning a round in the “At the Races” 
event in 2018. His most famous win 

was The Chester Handicap in 2019. 
Making Miracles gained his fame in 
the Saudi races after he claimed five 
titles, including three rounds in the 
first-class races, winning the Open 
race of The Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques Cup 2022 and the Crown 
Prince Cup two times in a row. Mak-
ing Miracles also came fourth in The 
Saudi Cup 2022 and was placed sec-
ond in The Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques Cup 2021 before finishing 
second in The Jockey Club Cup in the 
same season. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has crowned Pakistan 
skipper Babar Azam with its ODI Play-
er of the Year award 2022 for his spec-
tacular performance in the calendar 
year. The 28-year-old batter has won 
the ICC ODI Player of the Year award 
for the second consecutive year with his 
“match-winning knocks, spell-binding 
stroke-play and memorable moments 
from a personal perspective and his 

team in 2022”.  During 2022, Babar 
scored 679 runs from nine matches at 
an average of 84.87 with three centu-

ries in ODI cricket during 2022. The 
ICC reminisced some of Babar’s mem-
orable performances and outstanding 
achievements of the year. What Babar 
produced during 2022 was even better 
than 2021, a year for him to remember 
in ODI cricket, as the “ultra-consistent 
right-hander maintained his lead” as 
the No.1 ranked batter on the MRF 
Tyres ICC Men’s ODI Player Rank-
ings. (Agencies)

DUBAI: Having finished placed in 
three races last week, I’m hoping we 
see a fightback from the visiting inter-
national contingent against the locals 
when Meydan stages its fourth Carni-
val meeting on Friday. There are 23 
overseas-trained horses taking part 
across the eight races and they have 

some strong chances of recording a 
third winner, having already had En-
emy and Al-Dasim triumph for Brit-
ish trainers Ian Williams and George 
Boughey. But the locals — including 
Godolphin, of course — will be ex-
tremely tough to beat. One of the 
leading international hopes is Nico-

las Caullery’s Batwan, who is two 
from two at Meydan but now goes up 
in grade in the Listed Dubai Sprint. 
I’d love him to win, but he might 
well need the run and I’m not brave 
enough to tip him against a race-fit 
Man of Promise, who will appreciate 
being back at 1,200m. (Agencies)

LONDON: A first ever Grand Slam 
final featuring two players from Be-
larus remains a possibility while a 
Russian also remains in contention 
at the Australian Open -- a scenario 
that will not have gone unnoticed by 
the organisers of Wimbledon. For-
mer world number one Victoria Az-
arenka will continue her quest for a 
third Australian Open crown when 
she faces Kazakhstan s Elena Ry-
bakina, who was born in Moscow, in 

the semi-finals on Thursday before 
Aryna Sabalenka takes on Poland 
s Magda Linette. On Friday, Russia 

s Karen Khachanov faces Stefanos 
Tsitsipas as he bids to reach his 
first Grand Slam final. Khachanov, 
Azarenka and Sabalenka were all 
absent from Wimbledon last year as 
the grasscourt Grand Slam took the 
unilateral decision to exclude play-
ers from Russia and Belarus as a 
consequence of President Vladimir 
Putin s invasion of Ukraine, which 
Moscow calls a “special operation”. 
(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: You may not want to be a role 
model but a lot of people look on you 
as one. Keep that fact in mind today 
when deciding what path to choose 
next. If others believe you are worth 
following then it’s your duty to set a 
good example.
– TAURUS: You have every right to be 
proud of what you have achieved in 
recent months but don’t rest on your 
laurels just yet. The Sun in the career 
area of your chart means there will be 
new opportunities to move up in the 
world. Be ready for them.
– GEMINI: Accusations of one sort or 
another will be hurled this way and 
that today but as your conscience is 
clear you have no need to worry. You 
may in fact be called on to judge who 
is right and who is wrong in a very an-
gry dispute.
– CANCER: Allow nothing to worry 
you over the next few days, even if 
those around you fear the worst. You 
have no way of stopping what is about 
to happen but you have total control 
over how you choose to respond to it. 
Choose to be optimistic.
– LEO: The closer you work with part-
ners and colleagues over the next few 
days the more you will accomplish. At 
this time of year it is essential that you 
control your desire to be the big boss 
in all situations. It won’t hurt to let oth-

ers lead the way.
– VIRGO: You may feel a distinct lack 
of enthusiasm for what you are ex-
pected to do today but Virgo is a sign 
that always meets its commitments, so 
get on with it and do an excellent job. 
And next time, don’t get involved in 
quite so many projects.
– LIBRA: Creative activities are under 
excellent stars at the moment, so if 
there is anything of an artistic nature 
that takes your fancy just dive in and 
make it happen. You possess a great 
deal more talent than you are inclined 
to give yourself credit for.
– SCORPIO: The planets suggest you 
will be torn both mentally and emo-
tionally over the next 24 hours, espe-
cially where family matters are con-
cerned. Ultimately, you must make 
decisions according to what you be-
lieve is best for yourself and for the 
people you love.
– SAGITTARIUS: Don’t be surprised if 
a friend complains that you are spend-
ing too much time with the new people 
in your life and not enough with the 
buddies who have always been there 
for you. They may have a point. Make 
time for the old guard today.
– CAPRICORN: What you need to 
keep in mind at all times today is that 
there are people out there who won’t 
hesitate to take advantage if you make 
a mistake. Most likely it’s your money 
they are after, so don’t take risks with 
your cash or investments.
– ACQUARIUS: You have a marvelous 
ability to talk to other people as equals, 
even when there may be quite a gap 
between you socially or professionally. 
Use that skill today to form bonds of 
friendship that will benefit everyone 
concerned in the months ahead.
– PISCES: You may have to get tough 
with someone whose enthusiasm 
for an important project has waned 
alarmingly in recent weeks. Find out 
why they no longer seem to care, then 
remind them what is at stake, and 
what the penalty for failure might be.
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Russian athletes could participate in Asian Olympic qualification events – IOC
LAUSANNE: Athletes from Russia 
and Belarus could participate in Olym-
pic qualification events in Asia, as 
the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) examines options for the re-
turn of both countries to international 
sporting events, it said in a statement 
on Wednesday. The sports elite from 
Russia and Belarus have been restrict-
ed from competing in various events 

over the last eleven months after the 
IOC announced the introduction of 
sanctions soon after the onset of Rus-

sia’s military action in Ukraine last 
year. More recently, IOC president 
Thomas Bach has stated that while he 
believes that sanctions should contin-
ue against the governments of Rus-
sia and Belarus, he hoped to explore 
ways for athletes from the two affect-
ed countries to continue to compete in 
the international field, provided that 
they satisfy certain criteria. (Agencies)

Iranian chess player who competed without 
hijab meets with Spanish PM

Sania Mirza celebrates with son after advancing 
to Australian Open final

Zii Jia advances to 2nd round of Indonesia Masters

MADRID: An Iranian chess player who 
defected to Spain after she competed 
without a hijab and was warned not to 
return to her country met with Spanish 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez in Ma-
drid on Wednesday. Sarasadat Khade-
malsharieh, 25, better known as Sara 
Khadem, arrived in Spain in early Jan-
uary. She had taken part in the FIDE 
World Rapid and Blitz Chess Cham-
pionships held in Kazakhstan’s Al-
maty in late December without a hijab 
- a headscarf mandatory under Iran’s 
strict Islamic dress codes. “How much I 
have learned today from a woman who 
inspires me,” Sanchez posted on his 
Twitter account after hosting Khadem 
at his official residence, the Moncloa 

Palace. “All my support to women 
athletes. Your example contributes to 
a better world,” he added. In footage 
provided by the prime minister’s office, 
Khadem is seen chatting with Sanchez 
on a couch while sporting a black suit 
and without wearing a hijab. They later 
appear to engage in a game of chess at 
a table. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Sania Mirza, a former 
World No1 in the doubles discipline 
and one of the most successful female 
tennis players from India, has been 
making a comeback to professional 
tennis after taking a break. Along with 
her doubles partner Rohan Bopanna, 
they have been in great form through-
out the tournament and have been able 
to reach the final of the mixed doubles 
event at the Australian Open. Her son 
Izhaan’s joy knew no bounds after her 
mother advanced to the final of the 
Grand Slam to be played on Saturday, 
Jan 28 at the iconic Rod Laver Arena. 
Mirza and her doubles partner Bopan-
na defeated Neal Skupski and Desirae 

Krawczyk 7-6 (7-5), 6-7 (5-7), 10-6 in 
the semis and made their way through 
to the final. After the 36-year-old Sania 
won the match, her son was filled with 
joy as he came running to her moth-
er, who lifted him in her arms. It was 
Bopanna who took Izhaan down from 
the stands, after which the latter ran to 
his mother. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s top 
men’s singles shuttler Lee Zii Jia be-
gan his Indonesia Masters campaign 
with a win over Lin Chun Yi of Taiwan 
at the Istora Senayan, Jakarta early to-
day. The world No 4 took 41 minutes 
to dispose of the Taiwanese shuttler 
21-18, 21-17 in the first round. Zii Jia 
will meet Angus Ng Ka Long of Hong 
Kong in the second round. Meanwhile, 
national mixed doubles pair Goh 
Soon Huat-Shevon Lai Jemie needed 
only 31 minutes to eliminate Danish 
pair, Mathias Christiansen-Alexandra 
Boje 21-6, 23-21. Soon Huat-Shevon 
will face another Danish pair Mathi-
as Thyrri-Amelia Magelund in the 

next round. Another national mixed 
doubles duo, Tan Kian Meng-Lai Pei 
Jing also made it to the second round 
when they eliminated Jones Ralfy Jen-
sen-Linda Elfer of Germany, 21-10, 
21-10. Kian Meng-Pei Jing will take on 
Indonesian pair Jafar Hidayatullah-Ai-
syah Salsabila Putri Pranata in the sec-
ond round. (Agencies)
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LARKANA: Army Selection & Recruit-
ment Officer, Larkana Major Tariq Ja-
mal Mir has on Thursday announced 
that the registration/enrollment for re-
cruitment as Soldiers in Pakistan Army 
will be started from February 13, 2023, 
upto March 10, 2023 at Army Selection 
& Recruitment Office Larkana. The in-
terested educated young-men belong-
ing to Larkana, Kamber-Shahdadkot, 
Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Kashmore @
Kandhkot and Dadu districts are here-
by advised to register themselves for 
the recruitment as Soldier. The inter-
ested candidates have been advised 
that they can apply with CNIC/B-
Form, Parents CNIC, guardian CNIC; 
Educational certificates along with 4 
Passport Size Photographs can appear 
in the above office for the registration. 

The selection and recruitment will be 
held on merit basis, all the instructions 
were displayed on the “notice board” 
at Army Recruitment Office Larkana 
in the premises of Government Boys 
Degree College Larkana, and fur-
ther information in this regard may 
be obtained from the Army Selection 
& Recruitment Office Larkana, the 
announcement added. The desirous 
candidates can contact on telephone 
No.074-4752451 and 0346-1178920 
from 7.00 am to 1.00 pm, for further 
information.(Agencies)

GWADAR: Gwadar Development Au-
thority (GDA) has started working on 
the renovation of old buildings, and 
archaeological sites to preserve the 
ancient civilization, and history of 
Gwadar city with aimed to promote 
tourism. Under the plan, dilapidated 
buildings will be restored for tourists 
to recall history, culture and heritage 
of the port city, a senior official of Ba-
lochistan government said on Thurs-
day. He said Gwadar had a lot of 
potential to generate tourism oppor-
tunities, adding that there was a dire 
need to have a constructive approach 
for exploring the hidden beauty of 
the city. The authority expedited the 
renovation of Boys and Girls High 
Schools under the old town rehabil-
itation plan of Gwadar which would 

be the model schools in the province. 
The projects of old town rehabilita-
tion of Gwadar were in full swing to 
set the city on modern lines to end 
the sense of deprivation among the 
people of area, he said. The develop-
ment projects including water drain-
age, supply and distribution of ener-
gy would be completed soon, besides 
ensuring the supply of clean drinking 
water to the port dwellers. He said 
the authorities asked to strictly ad-
here to Gwadar Master Plan while 
carrying out development and other 
public welfare projects in the city. 
The departments concerned were 
making all out efforts to expedite the 
infrastructure and development proj-
ects for its timely completion in Gwa-
dar. (Agencies)
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Govt committed to resolve problems of overseas Pakistanis: Turi
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Sajid Hussain 
Turi on Thursday said that resolving 
the problems of overseas Pakistanis, 
working in various countries is the 
top priority of the present govern-
ment. Addressing the ceremony here, 
the minister said that the government 
was also striving to explore more em-
ployment opportunities for labourers 
and skilled workers in other countries 
so that they can earn for their fami-
lies. He said that these overseas Pa-
kistanis are not only supporting their 
families by working hard but are also 

strengthening the country’s economy 
through foreign remittances. Sajid 
said that the ministry is well aware 
of the issues being faced by overseas 
Pakistanis and assured them that 
they are free to contact him personal-

ly to address their concerns. He said 
that overseas Pakistanis have always 
proved themselves as an asset to Pa-
kistan and their welfare is the top pri-
ority of the incumbent government. 
The minister said that the welfare of 
expatriate Pakistanis was a priority 
of the government. Appreciating the 
role of overseas Pakistanis, he said 
these are overseas Pakistanis who 
always come forward to support Pa-
kistan in difficult times. He said that 
Pakistan is destined for progress and 
development as our nation is deter-
mined and adamant to rise above the 
present challenges.(Agencies)

Action to be taken against 
illegal smuggling of Indian 

agricultural products: Langu

IHC issues notices in  
journalists’ legislation case

Husband gets pension of late 
wife restored after 9 years

CS directs to ensure timely completion of  
development project of Quetta package

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for 
Home and Tribal Affairs Mir Ziaullah 
Langu on Thursday said that strict 
action would be taken in accordance 
with the law to prevent the illegal 
smuggling of Indian agricultural 
products in the border areas of Ba-
lochistan. In a statement, the minister 
instructed the concerned authorities 
to take immediate action against the 
illegal smuggling of any kind of goods. 
He said that the process would not 
only have a bad impact on our local 
economy but would also harm the lo-
cal farmers which could not be toler-
ated in any case. He emphasized that 
the movement of illegal agricultural 
produce smugglers should be closely 
monitored and effective action should 
be taken against such elements. Mir 
Ziaullah further said that the country’s 
economy was suffering irreparable 
damage due to smuggling while strict 
measures against smuggling would in-
crease revenue.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Thursday issued notic-
es to respondents in a case regarding 
legislation for the protection of journal-
ists’ rights. Chief Justice Aamer Farooq 
heard the cases filed by the International 
Federation of Journalists (IFJ), Pakistan 
Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ), 
and Islamabad High Court Journalists 
Association (IHCJA). At the outset of the 
hearing, the chief justice asked whether 
there was any progress regarding legis-
lation for the protection of journalists’ 
rights as the Implementation Tribu-
nal for Newspaper Employees (ITNE) 
chairman had been making efforts in 
that regard. Umar Ijaz Gilani Advocate 
informed the court that the draft bill had 
been sent to the Information Ministry. 
On this, the chief justice remarked that 
the ITNE was working for the rights 
of newspapers’ employees and even 
its chairman had also prepared a draft 
bill in that regard. He observed that he 
could not understand the laws related to 
newspapers. The lawyer said the ITNE 
comprised only a chairman and now the 
concept of members and benches was 
also being introduced. CJ Aamer Farooq 
said the government should realize the 
things and even it was better if the Par-
liament passed the legislation in that re-
gard. To a court’s query, anchorperson 
Hamid Mir said he was in favour of the 
legislation for the journalists of electron-
ic media. Former IHC chief justice Athar 
Minallah had given him an assignment 
regarding the “cross-media”, and he had 
submitted written suggestions in that re-
gard. (Agencies)

KARACHI: On the intervention of the 
Provincial Ombudsman Sindh, commut-
ed portion of the pension of a demised 
pensioner was restored after nine years. 
According to a statement issued here, 
Munawar Hussain filed a complaint at 
Sindh Ombudsman that commuted por-
tion of pension of his wife that was due 
in December 2013 had not been restored 
despite approaching the office of the Ac-
countant General Sindh. The wife of the 
complainant was a school teacher who 
retired from service on 29-11-1998 and 
after her death on 2-06-2011, the family 
pension was transferred to her husband. 
The complaint was admitted and taken up 
with the Accountant General Sindh and 
after due process and verification process 
through the office of the District Accounts 
Office Sargodha, commuted portion of 
the pension was restored. (Agencies)

QUETTA :Chief Secretary (CS) Ba-
lochistan Abdul Aziz Uqaili on Thurs-
day directed to ensure the timely 
completion of all development proj-
ects of the Quetta package as per the 
standards. He gave instructions while 
presiding over the review meeting of 
the Quetta Development Package. 
The meeting was attended by Secre-
tary Implementation Abdullah Khan, 
Commissioner Quetta Sohailur Rah-
man Baloch, Director General QDA 
Muzmal Hussain Haliputo, Chief En-
gineer Dr. Sajjad Baloch Project Di-
rector Rafiq Baloch, Chief of Section 
Noorgul and others. Addressing the 
meeting, the chief secretary said the 
provincial government was work-
ing on several development projects 
for the welfare of the people and the 
beauty of Quetta adding that very 
soon the quality of life of the people 

will improve with the completion of 
these projects. He said timely com-
pletion of the development projects 
would be ensured and there could 
be no compromise on their quality. 
On this occasion, the project director 
gave a detailed briefing to the meeting 
regarding the development projects 
and said that the 900 meter section of 
Sirki Road, Link Badeni Road, a part 
of Sariab Road would be completed 
by the end of March.While work on 
Sabzal Road, Inscombe Road and oth-
er projects was in progress/ The Chief 
Secretary said that the beautification 
measures not only increase the beauty 
and splendor of the city but also create 
a pleasant feeling among the citizens. 
Our aim is to provide facilities to the 
citizens in all respects for which we 
are taking steps within the available 
resources, he said. (Agencies)
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Gwadar Youth  
Festival kicks off

CDA chief reviews  
ongoing development 

projects’ progress

Nawaz directs Amir 
Muqam to mobilise PML-N 

workers for elections

GWADAR: The 2nd Gwadar Youth 
Festival with all colors of national uni-
ty, regional culture and peace began 
on Thursday to put the local culture on 
display. The Director General Gwadar 
Development Authority Mujeed Ur Rah-
man Qambrani inaugurated the festival 
which would continue till January 27 at 
GDA school Gwadar. The festival was 
aimed to promote the art and culture of 
the province. Folk artists presented songs 
and perform in cultural shows during the 
activity. A large number of students, art-
ists and sports figures attended the event. 
“The festival aimed to encourage the new 
talent and promote the soft image of the 
province through such cultural festival,” 
Mujeed Ur Rahman Qambrani said. He 
said the Balochistan government was 
taking various steps for promoting cul-
ture and arts in the province to encour-
age new talent by arranging that kind of 
activities and the government would also 
provide more opportunities in feature to 
polish their talent. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) Chairman Capt. 
(Retd.) Noor-ul-Amin Mengal on 
Thursday visited sites of different 
ongoing development projects and 
reviewed their progress. During 
his visit to the site of Margalla Un-
derpass, he issued directives to the 
contractor for early completion of 
the project and open the underpass 
for the facilitation of the public. The 
CDA chief also examined the pace 
of progress work at 7th Avenue 
and asked the Environment Wing 
to make the artery more beautiful 
by planting trees alongside it. The 
chairman also visited the Bhara 
Kahu Bypass site. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) supremo 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif on Thurs-
day directed Advisor to the Prime 
Minister on Political and Public Af-
fairs, National Heritage and Culture 
Engineer Amir Muqam to mobi-
lize party workers in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province for the upcoming 
elections. In a meeting held in Lon-
don, the country’s overall political sit-
uation, and party affairs came under 
discussion. PML-N Chief organiser 
Maryam Nawaz was also present in 
the meeting. (Agencies)

LAHORE,: Caretaker Chief Minister 
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi attended the 
oath-taking ceremony of the Caretak-
er Provincial Ministers at Governor’s 
House, here on Thursday. Governor 
Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman 
administered the oath to the Caretak-
er Provincial Ministers. Caretaker 
CM Mohsin Naqvi congratulated the 
Caretaker Provincial Ministers for 
taking the oath. The Ministers who 
took oath comprise SM Tanvir, Doctor 
Javed Akram, Ibrahim Murad, Bilal 

Afzal, Doctor Jamal Nasir, Mansoor 
Qadir, Syed Azfar Ali Nasir and Amir 
Mir. Caretaker CM Mohsin Naqvi re-
marked that the Punjab interim set 
up is completely non-political and im-
partial, adding that it is the responsi-
bility of the caretaker set up to hold 
transparent, free and fair elections. 
The Caretaker CM vowed to fulfill this 
national responsibility in a nice man-
ner, adding that holding elections in a 
peaceful environment will be ensured. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Economic Co-
ordination Committee (ECC) of 
the Cabinet on Thursday directed 
exporters to ensure the consign-
ments are shipped within 45 days 
of quota allocation. Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar presided 
over the meeting of the Economic 
Coordination Committee (ECC) of 
the Cabinet, said a press release 
issued here. Federal Minister for 
Commerce Syed Naveed Qamar, 
Federal Minister for Power Mr. Khu-
rram Dastgir Khan, Federal Minister 
for Industries and Production Syed 
Murtaza Mahmud, Minister of State 

for Finance and Revenue Dr. Aisha 
Ghous Pasha, Mr. Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi MNA/Ex-PM, SAPM on Fi-
nance Mr. Tariq Bajwa, SAPM on 
Government Effectiveness Dr. Mu-
hammad Jehanzeb Khan, Coordina-
tor to PM on Commerce & Industry 
Rana Ihsan Afzal, Governor SBP, 
Federal Secretaries and other senior 
officers attended the meeting. For 
the facilitation of export of sugar, 
the ECC after detailed discussion 
approved revised conditions for Pro-
vincial Cane Commissioners who 
will allocate quota within seven (07) 
days of the issuance of the notifica-
tion. The ECC decided the export 

proceeds shall be received either in 
advance through a banking channel, 
or within a period of sixty(60) days 
of the opening of LC for export of 
sugar. Ministry of Commerce sub-
mitted a summary regarding export 
of sugar with proposals from SBP 
and PSMA on certain conditions re-
garding mode of payment and time 
period for realization of export pro-
ceeds. It was informed that the ECC 
has already allowed export of a total 
of 250,000 MT of sugar on 3rd Jan-
uary, 2023. However, certain queries 
have been raised by the stakehold-
ers in the process of export of sugar. 
(Agencies)
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