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WASHINGTON/MOSCOW: The 101st 
Airborne Division of the US Army is 
currently training in southeast Roma-
nia, close to where Moscow is stockpil-
ing weapons on the Crimean peninsula, 
The New York Times reported on Jan-
uary 3. The division’s soldiers have also 
been deployed to the country’s north, 
just a few miles from the Ukrainian 
border, to train alongside Romanian 
troops. According to the report, the US 
troops are building trenches, staging 
helicopter attacks, and firing artillery 
close to Kherson. The report noted that 
this was the first time the unit had been 
stationed in Europe since World War II. 
The American soldiers are currently 
present more closely to the conflict in 
Ukraine than any other US Army unit.  
The 101st Airborne Division is a Unit-
ed States Army infantry division that 
specializes in air assault tasks. It rose 
to prominence during WWII for its role 
in the Battle of the Bulge and the Nor-
mandy landings. During the Vietnam 
War, the 101st Airborne Division was 
reclassified twice, first as an airmobile 
division and subsequently as an air as-
sault division.
President Vladimir Putin has ordered 
the Russian military to impose a ces-
sation in hostilities in Ukraine. Hours 
earlier, Primate of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church, Patriarch Kirill, had called 
on both sides of the conflict to cease 
hostilities in the run-up to, and during, 
the Orthodox Christmas holiday. Ac-
cording to the Kremlin, the truce is to 
last from noon local time on Friday 
January 6 until midnight on Saturday 
January 7. “Judging by the fact that a 
lot of citizens who practice the Ortho-
dox religion live in the embattled area, 
we call upon the Ukrainian side to pro-
claim a cessation of hostilities and give 
them the opportunity to attend services 
on Christmas Eve and on Christmas 
Day,” a Kremlin statement reads.
Meanwhile Ukraine has rejected the 
Russian ceasefire and said Kiev is not 

interested in the cessation of hostilities 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
announced earlier on Thursday. The 
rejection was confirmed by top offi-
cials in Ukraine. There can be a “tem-
porary truce” only when Russia leaves 
“occupied territories,” Mikhail Podo-
liak, an adviser to Zelensky, wrote on 
Twitter. Podoliak also denounced the 
Russian Orthodox Church as being a 
“war propagandist” that called for “the 
genocide of Ukrainians,” describing its 
statement about a Christmas truce as 
“a cynical trap & an element of pro-
paganda.” “A ceasefire? Lies and hy-
pocrisy. We will bite you in the singing 
silence of the Ukrainian night,” wrote 
Alexey Danilov, the head of the Na-
tional Security and Defense Council of 
Ukraine.
Ukraine is using old-school methods of 
combining powerful searchlights with 
anti-aircraft machine guns to identify 
and track Russian Geran-2 kamikaze 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV). A 
photo on social media showed a reg-
ular pickup truck with a DShK ma-
chine gun on the back and another 
truck sending out a powerful beam of 
searchlight into the sky. Modern air de-
fense radars and missiles have proven 
to be primarily technical and financial-
ly infeasible against cheap mass-man-
ufactured drones.  Russia has resumed 
using them to strike Ukrainian military 
and civilian-military targets. Since 
September, Russia’s military has em-
ployed Iranian-made Shahed drones 
to hit Ukrainian targets.
Putin has told his Turkish counterpart 
that he is open to talks with Ukraine if 
Kyiv accepts the “new territorial reali-
ties” on the ground. According to the 
Kremlin, Putin confirmed to Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan during a telephone 
conversation between the pair that 
Russia was open “to serious dialogue”. 
However, he said this was contingent 
on Ukraine “fulfilling the well-known 
and repeatedly voiced requirements of 

taking into account the new territorial 
realities”. Russia moved to unilaterally 
annex four partly occupied Ukrainian 
regions – Luhansk and Donetsk in 
the east, and Kherson and Zaporizhia 
in the south – in September and has 
rejected a peace plan put forward by 
Kyiv which calls for Moscow to respect 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and with-
draw all of its troops from the country.
Ukraine has started the new year with 
a major attack that killed many Rus-
sian soldiers in their barracks, and with 
a defensive victory – its air force said 
it managed to shoot down all the Ira-
nian drones Russia launched against 
Ukrainian infrastructure since the be-
ginning of the year. Ukraine launched 
six artillery rockets at a barracks in 
Makiivka, in the Donetsk region, us-
ing its US-supplied HIMARS system a 
couple of minutes into New Year’s Day. 
Four of the rockets got through air de-
fences, the Russian defence ministry 
admitted, striking their target. Russia 
acknowledged 63 deaths two days af-
ter the strike, later raising that num-
ber to 89. But video of the wreckage 
showed that the temporary barracks, a 
former vocational school, had been al-
most completely flattened, suggesting 
that casualties may be much higher 
and it may take time to extract bodies.
A private company linked to terror-
ism in Ukraine is providing the Brit-
ish military with illegally-gathered 
smartphone data to aid the planning 
of attacks and targeted killings, The 
Grayzone reported on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to files leaked to the outlet, the 
military is making use of data illegal-
ly harvested from cell phones in Rus-
sia and Ukraine by spy firm Anomaly 
6, to enable “the planning of military 
offensives and artillery attacks, assas-
sinations, asset recruitment, and oth-
er measures.” Previous reporting by 
the Grayzone revealed that Anomaly 
6 employees know their data scrap-
ing operation – which can target any 

smartphone in the world through code 
surreptitiously embedded in popular 
apps – is illegal. Britain’s military and 
intelligence apparatus would be for-
bidden from gathering this data them-
selves, but according to the latest re-
port, the Anomaly 6 data is forwarded 
to them by a UK private military com-
pany, Prevail Partners. This arrange-
ment allows the government to bypass 
oversight and “to gain a realtime/near 
realtime understanding of the dispo-
sition” of Russian “troops, equipment, 
and lethal materials,” which can then 
be fed to Kiev. While the US has stat-
ed that it limits its intelligence sharing 
with Ukraine, the UK has not acknowl-
edged any restrictions on the data it 
hands over.
Ukrainian troops have shelled a res-
idential area in the city of Vasilyevka 
in Russia’s newly incorporated Zapor-
ozhye Region, killing six people and in-
juring 37, the acting governor, Yevgeny 
Balitsky, said on Wednesday. He added 
that three first responders were among 
the wounded, including one in critical 
condition. “The situation in Vasilyevka 
is tense. The shelling does not stop. 
All emergency services are working 
to help people,” Balitsky wrote on his 
Telegram channel. He shared photos 
of destroyed buildings and damaged 
vehicles on the city’s streets. Vladi-
mir Rogov, a senior regional official, 
said that Ukrainian forces had hit an 
apartment block near the building that 
houses the city’s military administra-
tion. He explained that locals were lin-
ing up outside the building to receive 
documents for their cars when the 
strike happened. Rogov claimed on 
Telegram that Kiev had used a US-sup-
plied M142 HIMARS multiple rocket 
launcher to carry out the attack.
US President Joe Biden seemed to 
confirm on Wednesday that send-
ing Bradley infantry fighting vehicles 
(IFV) to Ukraine is being actively dis-
cussed, though the White House in-

sisted nothing has been decided yet. 
When asked about the Bradleys during 
a trip to Kentucky, Biden responded 
with an unequivocal “Yes.” Bloomberg 
News interpreted that as confirmation 
of their December 29 scoop that the 
tracked IFVs were on the table as pos-
sible aid to Kiev, which cited unnamed 
sources.
Meanwhile, National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby gave a different 
answer when pressed on the issue. 
“I’m not going to get ahead of secu-
rity assistance decisions that haven’t 
been made yet, or what we’re going 
to provide in future packages,” he told 
reporters. Kirby followed that up with 
the standard talking points that the 
US was working “in lockstep” with 
the Ukrainians and trying to fill their 
“needs and the capabilities and re-
quirements” in real-time. On the same 
day Bloomberg brought up the Brad-
leys, Politico described how Ukraine 
has managed to talk the West into 
handing over more powerful weap-
ons, from handheld anti-tank missiles 
to HIMARS rocket artillery. Ukrainian 
Defense Minister Aleksey Reznikov 
boasted to the outlet in October that he 
had figured out the “political process” 
in Washington and was calibrating his 
requests to ultimately result in “cross-
ing the Rubicon” and receiving tanks.
Italy cannot be a mediator in the con-
flict between Moscow and Kiev, Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova said on Wednesday. 
The remarks came in response to an 
earlier initiative voiced by Italian Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni. Rome is 
among the countries that have openly 
supported Kiev and actively supplied it 
with “a wide range of arms,” including 
anti-personnel mines, the spokeswom-
an noted, adding that these “reckless 
actions only multiply the number of 
casualties, including among the civil-
ians” and delay the end of the conflict. 
(AGENCIES)
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 Iran summons French ambassador  
over ‘disgusting’ cartoons 

 Netanyahu announces foreign policy change 

TEHRAN: The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry has summoned Paris’ ambassa-
dor to the country over cartoons in a 
French magazine that insulted both 
the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, and the nation’s religious 
practices. Though the ministry did not 
name the magazine, it was apparent-
ly referring to Charlie Hebdo, which 
is notorious for satirical attacks on 
Islam. In a statement on Wednesday, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani said Ambassador Nicolas 
Roche had been summoned and that a 
“a strong protest” had been filed with 
the French government. He added that 

Tehran would not “accept any insult to 
Islamic as well as its national and reli-
gious values.” France has no right to 
“justify insult to the sanctities of other 
nations and Islamic countries under 
the pretext of freedom of speech,” he 
said, and that Iran believes the French 
government shares responsibility for 
such “disgusting, sacrilegious and un-
justified moves.” Kanaani stated that 
Iran reserves the right to give “an ap-
propriate response” while handing the 
French ambassador an official note of 
protest. Roche said he would convey 
Tehran’s position to Paris, the state-
ment read. (Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israel will revise its 
foreign policy to make it more con-
sistent with its national priorities, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, who formed a new government 
last month following snap elections, 
said on Wednesday. The country will 
no longer bow its head in response 
to the world’s demands, he told a 
conference held by the Betar Zion-
ist movement in Jerusalem. “Our 
voice will be heard in the world,” 
the prime minister said as he an-
nounced “a revision of foreign rela-
tions” among other policy changes 
his newly-formed government is 
planning to introduce. “Instead of … 
giving in to dictates from the inter-
national community, we will proud-
ly uphold our interests in the State 

of Israel and the Land of Israel,” 
he added. Netanyahu did not refer 
to any specific nations or interna-
tional organizations that could be 
affected by this new policy. Neither 
did he mention the ongoing conflict 
between Moscow and Kiev. Howev-
er, the newly-appointed Israeli for-
eign minister, Eli Cohen, announced 
his country’s policy shift on Ukraine 
as well. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture has granted a 
conditional license to the first-ev-
er vaccine for bees, Dalan Animal 
Health announced on Wednesday. 
The Athens, Georgia-based company 
has developed an oral prophylactic 
they hope will be effective against a 
highly destructive spore-transmitted 
bacterial infection. “Our vaccine is a 
breakthrough in protecting honey-
bees,” Dalan CEO Dr. Annette Kleis-
er said in a statement, suggesting it 
might “change how we care for in-
sects, impacting food production on 

a global scale.” American Foulbrood 
is a bacterial infection transmitted to 
bee larvae by spores. While antibiot-
ic treatment can mitigate the impact 
to adult bees, US regulations adopt-

ed almost a century ago require the 
burning of an infected colony. Dalan’s 
technology “uses a transgenerational 
immune priming approach,” using 
the queen to pass the immunity onto 
larvae before they hatch. In practice, 
the vaccine containing “killed whole-
cell Paenibacillus larvae bacteria” is 
passed along by worker bees to the 
queen via the royal jelly, and ends up 
in her ovaries. The company claims 
that efficacy studies have indicated 
this “may reduce larval death” asso-
ciated with the Foulbrood infections. 
(Agencies)

SEREMBAN: Negeri Sembilan’s state 
legislative assembly will be dissolved 
in either May or June to make way for 
the state elections, said menteri besar 
Aminuddin Harun. In an AstroAwani 
report, Aminuddin said this was in 
line with the state government’s com-
mitment to serve its full five-year 
term – adding that he wanted the 

state to be focused on economic reviv-
al at the start of the year. “We’ve said 
it before that God willing, it (the dis-
solution) will be around May or June, 
which means we would have reached 
the end of our five-year mandate,” 
he said. “We will make the best of 
this year to ensure that the state can 
be administered as well as possible,” 

he said after an event here in Wisma 
Negeri. Negeri Sembilan, Selangor 
and Penang, which are controlled by 
Pakatan Harapan (PH), and Kedah, 
Kelantan and Terengganu, governed 
by PAS, decided not to hold their 
state elections simultaneously with 
the 15th general election (GE15) on 
Nov 19. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: The High Court has 
granted an injunction to former prime 
minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob who had 
filed a defamation suit against former 
Umno Supreme Council member Lok-
man Noor Adam. Ismail’s lawyer Josh-
ua Tan said Justice Ahmad Shahrir 
Salleh made the order after agreement 
from both parties. “The injunction (to 
remove a video from his social media 

accounts) will remain in force pending 
the outcome of a trial before Ahmad,” 
Tan said. Counsel Faiz Abdul Rahim 
represented Lokman. A case manage-
ment will be held before the judge on 
March 6. On Sept 26, the High Court 
granted Ismail an ex-parte ad interim 
injunction compelling Lokman to re-
move the video from his social media 
accounts. An ad interim injunction is 

a temporary injunction granted by the 
court until the disposal of the inter 
partes hearing. Ismail was appointed 
prime minister on Aug 20, 2021 and 
held the post until Nov 24 last year. He 
filed the suit against Lokman on Sept 8 
last year over a video titled “Bila Pres-
iden Umno panggil Tak Datang! Tapi 
PM Ada Masa Jumpa Mahathir – Lok-
man Adam”. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: A strong earthquake 
jolted Islamabad, and several cities of 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit 
Baltistan, and Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir on Thursday. According to private 
media, the magnitude of the earthquake 
was recorded at 5.8 on the Richter scale. 
The epicentre of the earthquake was the 

Hindu Kash region with a depth of 189 
kilometres. Tremors were also felt in the 
federal capital, Charsadda, Peshawar, 
Batgaram, Khyber, Mansehra, and other 
cities of  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In Pun-
jab, the tremors were felt in Lahore, Fais-
alabad, Sheikhupur, Sargodha, Murree 
and nearby cities where people came out 

of their offices and residents out of fear. 
Meanwhile, no loss of life or property has 
so far been reported as of now. This is the 
second consecutive day that earthquake 
tremors were felt in the South Asian 
country. A day earlier, a 4.2 magnitude 
earthquake hit several cities of Punjab, 
including Lahore. (AGENCIES)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High 
Court on Wednesday issued a stay or-
der stopping the public sector Khyber 
Teaching Hospital from reducing the 
salary and allowances of its employ-
ees under the recently-notified ser-
vice regulations. Justice Dr Khurshid 
Iqbal of a single-member bench also 
directed the major medical teaching 
institution not to act against its 32 staff 
members for challenging provisions 
of the MTI KTH/KMC/KCD Employ-
ees (Service) Regulations, 2022, on 
multiple grounds. The bench also sus-
pended action on the KTH’s Dec 15, 
2022, notification, which directed all 

junior clerks to produce the relevant 
documents for promotion. It issued 
notices to the respondents, including 
the provincial government through its 
chief secretary, health department’s 
MTI Policy Board, KTH’s board of gov-
ernors through its chairman, and the 
hospital’s director (finance) seeking 
their formal response to the petition. 
The court directed the relevant high 
court office to place the petition before 
a division bench for hearing, whose 
schedule will be announced later. The 
petitioners mostly include junior and 
senior clerks, stenographers and store-
keepers, who requested the court to 
declare illegal several provisions of the 
impugned regulations to the extent of 
the petitioners’ promotions, denial of 
medical cover and reimbursement, 
and the omission of protected entitle-
ments and benefits previously grant-
ed under the KP Medical Institutions 

Rules, 2001, and MTI (KTH, KMC and 
KCD) (Establishment, Administra-
tive and Financial) Regulations, 2018. 
They requested the court to declare 
those provisions unconstitutional and 
against the KP MTI Act, 2015. The pe-
titioners sought the court’s orders for 
the respondents, including the KTH’s 
board of governors, to restore the “ba-
sic pay system” of petitioners, includ-
ing the right to leave and post-retire-
ment benefits granted to them under 
the 2001 rules and 2018 regulations. 
Mohammad Sangeen Khan, counsel 
for the petitioners, insisted that the im-
pugned regulations changed the status 
of petitioners from regular employees 
to contractual ones. He said that his 
clients were recruited as regular em-
ployees with that service protected by 
Section 16(2) of the MTI Act, 2015, as 
well as by a 2015 judgement by a full-
bench of the high court. (Agencies)
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Earthquake jolts various cities including Peshawar

PHC asks Peshawar hospital not to slash salary of employees

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 233.75 236

China Yuan 32.41 32.66

Japanese Yen 2.4 2.44

Saudi Riyal 66.5 67.15

U.A.E Dirham 68.5 69.1

UK Pound 302 305

Euro 265 268

Australian Dollar 161 162.25

Canadian Dollar 171 172.35

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
158000 

Rs. 
144832 

Rs. 
138250 

Rs. 
118500

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
135500 

Rs. 
124207 

Rs. 
118563 

Rs. 
101625

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs.  
13550 

Rs.  
12421 

Rs.  
11856 

Rs.  
10163

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
384100 

Rs. 
352089 

Rs. 
336088 

Rs. 
288075

High prices of flour irk Peshawarties

All Pakistan universities BPS teachers association 
Islamabad chapter elections completed

Tank police bust thieves’ gang, recover stolen cables

PESCO notifies power suspension

0.3m fake cannulas recovered from godown

BRT Peshawar to launch a new express route 
from Shah alam to mall of Hayatabad

Commissioner for increase in external security  
of Swat district Jail

Swat Police promotes 29 jawans

PESHAWAR: The high prices of flour 
and bread in open markets here Fri-
day irked Peshawarties who termed 
it a failure of the provincial govern-
ment to control its prices. The poor 
people, labourers, farmers, and the 
general public while expressing dis-
pleasure over the shooting prices of 
flour and bread in different areas of 
Peshawar City have complained that 
flour at the officially approved rate 
was being given based on political 
affiliations while underprivileged 
were being deprived. According 
to a market survey, the price of an 
80KG flour bag swelled to Rs12,000 
and 20KG bag to Rs28,00 irking the 
poor strata and underprivileged 
segments of society. Riaz Khan, a 
former school teacher told APP that 
the Provincial Government’s ap-
proved rate of the 20KG flour bag 
was fixed at Rs1350, which was 
being sold at Rs2800 in the open 
market was beyond the purchasing 
power of the common man. He said 
the Provincial Government has paid 
a deaf ear to the shooting prices of 
flour in KP where dealers, as well 

as flour mill owners, were sucking 
the blood of poor people on the pre-
text of a shortage of supply of wheat 
from Punjab. As result, he said that 
the prices of bread also increased in 
most areas of Peshawar including 
Chowk e Yadgar, Shoba Bazar, Qissa 
Khwani, Haji Camp, Namak Mandi, 
People’s Mandi and Hospital Road 
where upto Rs30 per bread was be-
ing charged. Riaz Khan urged the 
district administration to control 
the prices of flour and ensure that 
the essential commodity was avail-
able in the open market to people at 
the government-approved rate. The 
prices of flour were also increased 
in Nowshera, Swabi, Mardan, and 
Charsadda districts, annoying mass-
es. Riaz said that the provision of af-
fordable flour (atta) to people was 
the responsibility of the Provincial 
Government and urged the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister to 
approach the Punjab Government 
where PTI was ruling to provide 
quick flour bags stock of the com-
modity to facilitate people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Iqbal Ahmed from 
Allama Iqbal open university (AIOU) 
President, Dr. Manzoor Ahmad as Vice 
President, Dr. Pakeeza Shaiq from the 
Arid Agriculture university as Vice 
President female and Dr Asif Ali from 
Quaid Azam university elected as Gen-
eral Secretary. Dr Jawad from AIOU 
as JS, Dr Atif shehzad as media sec-
retary.  All Pakistan Universities BPS 
Teachers’ Association APUBTA elec-
tions were conducted online and the 
cabinet notification of various chap-
ters have been issued completing the 
phase wise process. The process for 
the elections was officially started in 
November 2022 with the submission 
of nomination papers by the candi-

dates. Earlier, the stage of election of 
the central leadership of APUBTA and 
the members of Azad Jammu Kash-
mir cabinet has also been completed. 
The newly elected cabinet has ex-
pressed that they will continue to 
fight for the rights of BPS teachers 
and will make every possible effort 
to take effective measures at every 
forum for the right to in-service pro-
motion for deserving BPS teachers. 
The elected cabinet is much thank-
ful to the community for elect-
ing and trusting them to lead. 
The elected chapter cabinet shall con-
tinue its efforts till peaceful resolution 
of the longstanding legitimate rights of 
promotion for the BPS Teachers. (PR)

TANK: The district police on Thursday 
busted a gang that was allegedly in-
volved in stealing electricity transform-
ers and recovered stolen cables from 
the possession of the arrested accused. 
Deputy Superintendent of Police(D-
SP) Headquarters Inam Khan Gan-
dapur along with Station House Officer 
(SHO) SMA Asghar Khan Wazir brief-
ing media persons said that a raiding 
party was formed under the leadership 
of SHO SMA Asghar Khan Wazir after 
frequent theft of transformers cables 
in Tank was reported. Following, the 
team successfully tracked down the 

gang and  arrested the suspect involved 
in cable theft. The police also recovered 
the stolen cables from the electricity 
transformers. On the other hand, the 
DSP headquarter said that on a tip-off, 
Asghar Khan Wazir, SHO of SMA po-
lice station, recovered 50 kg of hash-
ish hidden underground in Manjikhel 
jurisdiction by unknown drug dealers 
and filed a case. DSP Headquarters 
Inam Gandapur said that Tank police 
will not hesitate to make any sacrifice 
to eradicate drugs and all resources 
were being utilized to achieve the ob-
jective. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric Supply 
Company (PESCO) on Thursday noti-
fied power suspension of various grids 
from January 07 to 14 due to unavoid-
able maintenance work. The power 
supply would remain suspended from 
132 KV Jamrud Grid Station on Janu-
ary 7, 10 and 14 from 9 AM  to 3 PM, 
resultantly, consumers of 11 KV Haya-
tabad 1,2,3,4,5, New Hayatabad, Health 
Care Hospital, Health Excellence North 
West Hospital, Kidney Center, RMI, Gu-
labad, PITC, Mohmand Steel, Northern 
Botling, Hayatabad Surgical Hospital, 
Peshawar General Health Net Hos-
pital, Shakas 1 feeders would face in-
convenience. The power supply would 
remain suspended from 132 KV Haya-
tabad Phase 7 Grid Station on January 
7, 10 and 14 from 9 AM  to 3 PM,  re-
sultantly, consumers of 11 KV Hayata-
bad 6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14, Hayatabad 

Old, Danish Abad, Shoukat Khanam, 
Hayatabad 4, PC Hotel , Frontier Cera-
mix, Frontier Greenwood, Cel Wood, 
Khyber 1,2  feeders would face incon-
venience. The power supply would re-
main suspended from 220 KV Mardan 
Grid Station on January 7 and 10 from 
9 AM  to 3 PM, resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Muhabat Abad, Sheikh Maltoon, 
Express, Industrial, Mardan Medical 
Complex, Bacha Khan Medical College, 
Benazeer Children Hospital feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power sup-
ply would remain suspended from 132 
KV Mardan Grid Station on January 7 
and 10 from 9 AM  to 3 PM, resultantly 
consumers of 11 KV SIDB, Jan Abad, 
Pakistan Chowk, Canal Road, New 
Charsaddar Road, New Manga, Sal-
eem Khan, Gujar Ghari, Town, Muslim 
Abad, New Saleem Khan feeders would 
face inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District administration 
and Medicine Control Task Force in a 
joint crackdown conducted a raid on 
a godown of surgical services and re-
covered 300,000 fake Cannula-IV, said 
a press release issued here on Thurs-
day. The value of the recovered fake 
Cannula-IV from the surgical services 
is situated near Faisal Movers’ Bus 
Station. On receiving a tip the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Peshawar, Shafi-
ullah Khan formed a team comprising 
Deputy Director Drug Control, Khushal 
Khan, Inspector Zeeshah and Addi-
tional Assistant Commissioner (AAC), 
Junaid Shah and directed them to con-
duct raid on the godown wherein the 
illegal packing and stamping of Cannu-

la was in progress. The workers inside 
the godown were putting the stamp of 
GMCC on the Cannula imported from 
UMS Health Care Medical Devices Viet-
nam through Hashir Surgical Services 
Peshawar to Pakistan. A huge quanti-
ty of stock, manufacturing machinery, 
packaging material, stamping machine, 
lasers and other equipment was con-
fiscated and a case against the accused 
persons was registered under Drug Act 
1976. Further investigation was in prog-
ress. Meanwhile, Deputy Commissioner 
Peshawar Shafiullah Khan has appreci-
ated the performance of the members of 
the raiding team including the officers 
of district administration and health de-
partment. (APP)

PESHAWAR: TransPeshawar will 
start a new Express Route (ER 12) of 
Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) from Shah 
Alam to Mall of Hayatabad on January 
10, 2023. According to a press release 
issued here on Thursday, 12 buses will 
be operationalized on this route Initial-
ly. A fleet of 62 new buses has arrived 
and after initiating the first 12 buses 
on ER-12, the remaining buses will be 
operationalized gradually in the com-
ing weeks on current routes as well as 
new routes. ER-12, will start from Shah 
Alam pul, enter the corridor at Malik 
Saad Station, and will continue to Mall 
of Hayatabad, said a press release. This 
route will have a total of 11 stops includ-
ing Shah Alam Bridge, Sewan, Bakhs-
hu Bridge, Lande Sarak, Shaheed Teh-
seen Chowk, Charsadda Adda, Bacha 
Khan Chowk, Khyber Bazar, Saddar, 
Peshawar University and Mall of Haya-
tabad. This is going to be the first of 5 
new routes which TransPeshawar had 
announced at the end of 2022. Apart 
from ER-12 these new routes include 
a feeder route from Mall of Hayatabad 
to Phase 6 terminal via phase 1 (DR-
11), Chamkani to Malik Saad Shaheed 
through Ring Road (DR-4B), a subur-
ban express route from Pabbi to Ma-
lik Saad Shaheed via Chamkani (SER 
-13) and Regi Model Town to Tehkal 

Paayan (DR-14). “Zu Peshawar is gain-
ing continuous popularity due to it’s 
excellent service and affordable fares,” 
said Saddaf Kamil, Spokesperson for 
TransPeshawar. “To meet the growing 
demand from the people of Peshawar, 
the system is continuously expanding. 
Five new routes have been approved 
which will be operationalized one by 
one, in the next few weeks. Currently, 
a feeder route (DR-3B) is operation-
al from Shah Alam Pul to Malik Saad 
Shaheed Station covering a total of 22 
stations in between, including Shah 
Alam pul, Wahid Garhi, Toda, Khazan, 
Faqir Abad, Sewan, Sugar Mill, Nasapa 
Balla, Nasapa, Muslim Abad, Bakhs-
hu Pul, Ibrahim Abad, Habib Abad, 
Shero Jhangi, Landey Sarrak, Nishat 
Mill, Bhudhni Pul, Shaheed Tehseen 
Chowk, Charsadda Adda, Eid Gah, 
Shahi Bagh, Khyber Bazaar, and Bacha 
Khan Chowk and Malik Saad Shaheed.  
This route transports about 17,000 pas-
sengers per day. The start of ER-12 will 
not only divide the number of passen-
gers on DR-3B but will also be helpful 
in dividing the rush of passengers from 
Malik Saad till Mall of Peshawar. With 
the reduced commute time, this Ex-
press Route will be especially beneficial 
for students commuting to University 
of Peshawar. (APP)

SWAT: Commissioner Malakand Divi-
sion Shaukat Ali Yousafzai on Thurs-
day directed the concerned quarters 
to beef up the external security of 
Swat district Jail. He visited District 
Jail Swat along with Deputy Com-
missioner Junaid Khan and reviewed 
the security arrangements besides 
facilities being provided to the in-
mates. On the occasion, Deputy Su-
perintendent Syed Rahim Shah gave 
a briefing regarding the security mea-
sures and facilities at the jail. On this 
occasion, they reviewed the internal 
and external security of the jail, met 
with inmates in the male and female 
barracks and asked about their prob-
lems and available facilities including 
sports arena, food quality, rehabilita-
tion centre, vocational training centre, 

classes in the Juvenile School. The 
Commissioner spoke to the teachers 
and children, inmates in the jail and 
also met with doctors, and other staff.  
He also inspected the jail hospital OPD 
and inquired about the well-being of 
the patients. During the briefing on 
behalf of the Deputy Superintendent 
Jail informed that construction of a 
retaining wall and jail road and the in-
stallation of night vision cameras are 
in the process. Commissioner Shaukat 
Ali Yousafzai issued orders to ensure 
early progress on the installation of 
night vision cameras and the construc-
tion of a retaining wall and road. Dep-
uty Commissioner Swat Junaid Khan 
issued orders to send the plan to the 
district administration to organize a 
sports gala for the prisoners. (APP)

PESHAWAR: District Police Officer 
(DPO) Swat, Shafiullah Khan Gan-
dapur took a major step on Thursday 
and promoted 29 jawans of Police 
from constable to the rank of head 
constable. The decision was taken 
during a meeting held in his office as 
per the vision of the Inspector General 

of Police (IGP) KP, Muazzam Jah An-
sari and Regional Police Officer (RPO) 
Malakand, Sajjad Khan. All newly 
promoted head constables have been 
promoted on the basis of merit. DPO 
Swat, Shafiullah Khan Gandapur con-
gratulated the newly promoted head 
constables. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Secretary of Industries 
Commerce and Technical Education 
and Chairman Board of Directors 
(BOD) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Econom-
ic Zones Development and Manage-
ment Company (KP-EZDMC), Saqib 
Raza Aslam visited Hattar Economic 
Zones to inaugurate two more indus-

tries and launch a tree plantation cam-
paign. Member BOD Hasan Farid and 
CEO KP-EZDMC Javed Iqbal Khattak 
also accompanied the Secretary Indus-
tries during his visit as well as to meet 
representatives of Hattar Industrial 
Association on Thursday. The visiting 
delegation was briefed on the issues 

about the zone. The association ac-
knowledged and appreciated the role 
of the Provincial Government and par-
ticularly of KP-EZDMC in addressing 
the problems faced by the industrial-
ists. Chairman BOD / Secretary IC&TE 
also inaugurated M/A Ali Steel Indus-
tries and Farhad Enterprises. (APP)

Two more industrial units inaugurated in Hattar
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It was reported that last week that the UN General Assembly has 
asked the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to give an opinion 
on the legal consequences of Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian 
territories. The Hague-based court is the top court dealing with 
state disputes, and while its rulings are binding, it has no power 
to enforce them. The legal, social, humanitarian and other dimen-
sions of the occupation have been well documented over the years 
so this is more a symbolic move than anything else, but it is en-
couraging to see a narrative being built up against the unchecked 
atrocities Israel has been guilty of. As per reports, the request for 
a court opinion on Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territories 
was made in a resolution adopted by the General Assembly with 
87 votes in favor. Israel, the United States and 24 other members 
voted against, while 53 abstained. As expected, Israel has once 
again dismissed the legitimacy of any ruling that calls out the oc-
cupation for what it is, terming the UN as morally bankrupt in 
characteristic fashion. The last time the ICJ weighed in on the 
issue was back in 2014, when it ruled that an Israeli separation 
barrier was illegal. Tel Aviv of course rejected that ruling, accusing 
the court of being politically motivated. The timing of this devel-
opment is also interesting as it came a day after the swearing in 
of a new hard-right Israeli government that promises to expand 
Jewish settlements and pursue other policies criticized at home 
and abroad. This is all the more important considering how the 
year 2022 has been extremely painful in terms of the scale of hu-
man loss, the increase in Israeli aggression, and the election of 
an extreme right-wing Israeli government that will further deny 
Palestinians their rights. According to official figures, 225 people 
were killed in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip over the past 
12 months. There is some cause for optimism thanks to Arab 
and international solidarity with the Palestinian cause, which 
was most publicly displayed at the FIFA World Cup in Qatar. 
Further, international organisations are now also demonstrating a 
better understanding of the demands and rights of the Palestinian 
people. This momentum should be built upon to apply pressure 
on Israel and its patrons to bring an end to the blatant double stan-
dards and oppression of innocent Palestinians.

Israeli Occupation

Banks are viewed as villains across 
the world. But these villains can 
sometimes also be victims. In Pa-
kistan, banks have been on the 
receiving end for some years now 
owing to the government’s need to 
enhance its tax revenues without 
broadening the net, as well as its 
demands from bankers to invest in 
the rulers’ political ambitions.
The imposition of multiple taxes on 
the banking sector has increased 
its tax contribution by 83% in the 
first half of 2022 as compared to 
the same period of 2021, hitting the 
profit growth of most of the banks.
The huge taxation in the recent 
budget, including a 4 percent super 
tax, has eroded the profitability of 
the banks. Banks with less than a 
50 percent advance-to-deposit ratio 
also paid additional tax to the tune 
of up to 55 percent to the national 
exchequer. The pre-tax profit of 
banks increased to Rs. 299 billion 
during the period of January to 
July 2022 as compared to Rs. 217 
billion reported during the same 
period of 2022, showing a stag-
gering increase of Rs. 82 billion 
or 37 percent year-on-year (YoY) 
in pre-tax profitability. Similarly, 
the profit-after-tax of the industry 
increased to Rs. 126 billion during 
the period of January to July 2022 
as compared to Rs. 122 billion re-
ported in the same period of 2021, 
depicting an increase of Rs. 4 bil-
lion or 3.7 percent on a YoY basis. 
The multiple taxes on the banking 
sector has negatively impacted the 

banks with low advance-to-deposit 
ratios. These taxes were imposed 
by the incumbent government to 
generate additional revenues for 
the national kitty in order to meet 
the annual target through taxing 
profitable sectors. The tax story of 
the banking industry doesn’t end 
here. Banks are charged addition-
al income tax on their profit from 
their investment in the short- to 
long-term government debt — such 
as T-bills and PIBs — to meet the 
needs of the resource-starved gov-
ernment. “Different rates apply 
depending on a particular bank’s 
ADR (Advances to Deposit Ra-
tio),” The Finance & Tax Analyst 
Muhammad Umair Zeb told The 
Khyber Mail on condition of an-
onymity. Umair Zeb, a financial 
analyst, says banks are easiest for 
any government to tax. “With one 
of the world’s lowest tax-to-GDP 
ratio of around 9.2pc, banks offer 
a good source of revenue for the 
government struggling to bridge its 
fiscal deficit,” he argues. “Besides, 
there is a feeling in the government 
that it is justified to subject banks 
to heavy taxation since they are 
making a lot of money from its se-
curities.” Heavy taxation is but only 
one part of the financial burden 
banks are bearing. Different kinds 
of fees, penalties and fines on ac-
count of other regulatory mandates 
are also eating into their profits. 
Additionally, the regulator has set 
some mandatory targets for banks 
to meet, failing which attracts sig-

nificant regulatory penalties. Banks 
are, for instance, given targets to 
disburse a certain percentage of 
their private sector credit to SMEs 
(small and medium enterprises) 
and agriculture. Then banks are 
required to increase their lending 
spread across the provinces to give 
people of remote areas access to 
finance whether demand exists or 
not. Yet there is no restriction on 
the borrower to invest that loan in 
the region from where they had ob-
tained it. Mr. Umair says the central 
bank’s regulations forcing banks 
to lend money to the under-served 
sectors stems from its desire to 
encourage banks to reduce their 
exposure in government debts and 
shift their money to areas that can 
help push growth and investment. 
“But that is not easy since the gov-
ernment’s need for cash to finance 
its budget deficit runs counter to all 
such efforts. In the case of mort-
gage finance, it will not be possi-
ble to enhance the market without 
implementing really effective fore-
closure laws to provide comfort to 
bankers who are already having a 
hard time dealing with legacy de-
faults.” As a consequence of the 
regulatory and tax burdens, banks 
are watching a downward trend, 
with foreign investors taking out 
their capital from banks in recent 
years. The situation demands a re-
view of tax policies and regulations 
to ensure the operational capability 
of the industry.

Although the Chinese New Year will 
start on 22 January 2023 according 
to the Chinese calendar, President 
Xi Jinping delivered his New Year 
address to his nation on Decem-
ber 31, 2022, when the rest of the 
world was celebrating New Year’s 
Night. In his address, President Xi 
said since China believes in peace 
and development, it always stands 
on the right side of history and on 
the side of human civilisation and 
progress. He said China believes in 
using its wisdom for bringing peace 
and development to all humanity. I 
think every word of his speech truly 
represents the Chinese model of in-
ternational relations and its foreign 
policy based on “sharing the devel-
opment and offering incentives to 
others”. China, despite its border 
disputes with India, has become the 
largest importer to the Indian mar-
ket. At the same time, India has be-
come the biggest recipient of grants 
from the Beijing-based Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
Out of the $20 billion in loans is-
sued by AIIB in 2020-21, about $6 
billion has gone to India. President 
Xi’s trade-oriented philosophy re-
minds me of the ‘House of Medici’ 
which proposed the same model 
in 13th-century Europe. The world 
now has two roadmaps for peace 
and prosperity: one proposes war 
and the other offers trade and com-
merce. In history, we have several 
nations that believed in integration 
and prosperity instead of waging 
wars. We also have examples of 

those who swapped wars with trade 
and commerce for the larger inter-
est of humanity. China can be put 
on that particular list. The idea of 
peace and prosperity attained with 
war and bloodshed is practised su-
perfluously throughout history — 
like the seemingly perilous concept 
of prosperity and peace through 
trade and commerce. I can feel 
the mirth of recalling De Medici 
the Magnificent, a medieval Italian 
merchant family that ruled over 
Florence and the greater part of It-
aly with the single-point agenda of 
peace and prosperity through trade 
and commerce. De Medici family 
introduced the banking system and 
operated the largest bank in Europe 
for many years. They became an in-
tegral part of politics and religion. 
De Medici family produced four 
popes — Pope Leo X, Pope Clement 
VII, Pope Pius IV and Pope Leo XI 
— from the 13th to 17th century. De 
Medici thrived through diplomacy 
and peace treaties and avoided war 
at all costs. At times they even paid 
from their own bank to avoid war 
and made war deprecatory in or-
der to create a stable society where 
art and culture could flourish. De 
Medici exercised the nascent idea 
of maintaining influence without 
destroying the cities and mass 
killing, they even broke the cliché 
of grandeur and power monopoly 
through fighting wars. In fact, they 
turned the entire idea of valour, to 
be sung, to be told, and knighthood 
upside down. By not having blue 

blood themselves they controlled 
the power with wealth and distribu-
tion of wealth. During their period 
Florence became the epitome of 
art, culture, trade and commerce. 
A superpower tends to maintain its 
hegemony via wars and other vain-
glorious classical tools. Humanity 
has suffered under the brand name 
of peace and prosperity, and ten-
dentious agendas ruin the fabric 
of global society. The continuation 
of wars after WWII inherits the ef-
ficacy of power monopoly and it 
did work till the appearance of the 
idea of De Medici once again filled 
the vacuum created by warmon-
gers with tangible solutions for the 
much-hailed peace and prosperity 
through trade and commerce. Chi-
na, the new De Medici, is an alter-
native much needed in this war-torn 
divided global society. Power show 
and authority need not arms rather 
they can be acquired by providing 
trade and business. The world is 
tired of War Against Terror or War 
For Peace; it’s craving for peace 
with prosperity not at the cost of 
prosperity or the other way around. 
There could be no peace if soci-
ety is declining, socially and eco-
nomically; there will be no shared 
commitment to the greater good if 
basic human needs are not being 
fulfilled. The world needs the De 
Medici the Magnificent more than 
ever — a power eager to provide 
capital, diplomacy and authority at 
the same time.
Courtesy: The Express Tribune
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BANKS are viewed as villains – An easy tax target
— By Muhammad Umair Zeb (Finance and Tax Analyst)

Is China a new De Medici?
— By Shazia Anwer Cheema

Pakistan and Afghanistan have a long 
and complex history, and their rela-
tionship has been marked by both co-
operation and conflict. Since the Tali-
ban takeover of Afghanistan in 2021, 
Pakistan has played a significant role 
in the country’s political and security 
landscape. Let’s examine the current 
state of the relationship, and what lies 
ahead for Pakistan as it navigates its 
role in Afghanistan’s future. A major 
source of tension has been the issue of 
cross-border terrorism, as the Ghani-
led Afghanistan had accused Pakistan 
of supporting the Taliban and other 
militant groups that have carried out 
attacks inside Afghanistan. Pakistan, 
for its part, had accused Afghanistan 
of harbouring Indians and the Afghan 
National Directorate of Security (NDS) 
funded anti-Pakistan militant groups 
such as the TTP and the Baloch dissi-
dent groups that carried out attacks in-
side Pakistan. Pakistan has also raised 
concerns with the Taliban about the 
increasing influence of India in Afghan-
istan, as India had been providing fund-
ing to militant organisations like the 
TTP to reenergise the momentum it had 
lost when the Ghani government fled 
Kabul. India’s increased presence in Af-
ghanistan, particularly in areas near the 
border with Pakistan, has been viewed 
as an attempt to encircle Pakistan and 
undermine its influence. The recent at-
tacks by the TTP on the civilian CTD 
centre in Bannu are the latest incident. 
“The army’s elite commandos killed 25 
militants who had seized the Counter 
Terrorism Department police station 
in Bannu, the military’s media wing 
said in a late-night announcement on 
Tuesday. The Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said the soldiers from the 
Special Service Group (SSG) foiled the 
militants’ attempt to escape the facility 
after their demand for safe passage to 
Afghanistan was rejected”. Earlier this 
month at least six civilians have been 

killed by “unprovoked” firing from the 
Afghan forces near the Chaman border, 
ISPR said, in the latest deadly flare-up 
at the border between the neighbour-
ing countries. The Pakistani army’s 
media wing said on Sunday that the 
fire wounded 17 people, and it blamed 
the casualties on the “unprovoked and 
indiscriminate fire” of heavy weapons 
by Afghan forces on civilians. These 
incidents were a very convenient coin-
cidence only days after Pakistan had 
raised concerns about the Indians re-es-
tablishing their links with the banned 
anti-Pakistan outfits inside Afghanistan. 
At face value, India’s involvement in 
Afghanistan has been portrayed as a 
means of promoting stability and de-
velopment in the country, but there are 
concerns that India has been motivated 
by a desire to counter Pakistan’s influ-
ence in the region and to exert pressure 
on its neighbour. The long-term conse-
quences of India’s involvement in Af-
ghanistan fuelling its chaos machinery, 
particularly regarding its obsession with 
Pakistan, will keep on adding to the un-
certainty and instability of the region. In 
addition to its attacks on infrastructure 
and development projects, the TTP also 
poses a threat to Pakistan through its 
recruitment and radicalisation of the 
Pakistani youth. The TTP has been suc-
cessful in recruiting young people from 
disadvantaged and marginalised com-
munities in Pakistan, particularly in the 
ex-Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
provinces. These young people are of-
ten attracted to the TTP’s ideology of 
violent resistance and may be drawn in 
by promises of financial support or the 
prospect of adventure. Once recruited, 
these young people are often trained in 
the use of weapons and explosives in ei-
ther Afghanistan or India, and may be 
sent to carry out attacks against civilian 
and military targets in Pakistan.
Courtesy: The Nation

Finding a solution to TTP
— By Brigadier (R) Haris Nawaz

Brain drain  
Thousands of highly educated and 
professional persons have been com-
pelled to leave Pakistan due to the 
country’s ongoing political unrest 
and deepening economic difficul-
ties. According to a document from 
the Bureau of Immigration, this year 
alone saw a 300 percent surge in the 
country’s brain drain problem, with 
up to 765,000 people leaving Paki-
stan for a better life overseas. 92,000 
highly educated individuals, includ-
ing doctors, engineers, information 
technology specialists, and accoun-
tants, were also included in this 
year’s report. The long-term political 
unrest in Pakistan and the deepening 
economic crises have cast doubt on 

the country’s future. 765,000 highly 
educated and competent young peo-
ple, including highly educated young 
doctors, engineers, IT professionals, 
accountants, and paramedics, have 
already emigrated from Pakistan 
as of the year 2022. The top bureau 
officer claims that the main causes 
of this youth brain drain are rising 
inflation, unemployment, and polit-
ical unpredictability. Pakistan has 
lost 7,000 engineers, 25,000 doctors, 
1,600 nurses, 2,000 computer ex-
perts, 6,500 accountants, 2,600 agri-
cultural experts, and 9,00 teachers as 
a result of this brain drain this year. 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Iraq, Malaysia, China, Japan, 
Turkey, Sudan, Romania, the United 
Kingdom, Spain, Germany, Greece, 

and Italy were chosen by Pakistani 
specialists this year for the prospects 
over these countries.
The results show that approximate-
ly 40,000 youth traveled to Europe 
and other Asian nations, while over 
730,000 young went to the Gulf 
States. According to a breakdown 
of the data by nation, 470,000 Paki-
stanis left for work in Saudi Arabia, 
119,000 went to the United Arab 
Emirates, 77,000 went to Oman, 
51,634 went to Qatar, and 2,000 to 
Kuwait. The government of Paki-
stan has to take some serious actions 
against ongoing hurdles (inflation, 
unemployment, and political insta-
bility).
– Shahid Naseer
– Turbat

Letters to the Editor
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UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan will 
not rest until Kashmiri people real-
ize their UN-pledged right to self-de-
termination through a plebiscite by 
the UN Security Council resolutions, 
Ambassador Munir Akram said in a 
message released in New York. “Jan-
uary 5, 1949, is an important day in 
the Kashmiri freedom struggle,” he 
said in his message marking ‘Right 
to Self-determination Day’ “This day 
sanctified the basis for a just solution 

of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute 
between India and Pakistan through 
the consensual adoption of UNCIP 
Resolution, in line with wishes and as-
pirations of the Kashmir people,” the 
Pakistani envoy said. “Regrettably,”, 
he added,  “India blatantly backed out 
of its commitments made on 5 Janu-
ary 1949, flagrantly dishonored its in-
ternational obligations, and continues 
to deliberately violated international 
law during the last seven decades. 

“The Government and people of Pa-
kistan  shall not rest until the people 
of Kashmir can realize their right to 
self-determination through a free and 
impartial plebiscite in accordance 
with the UN Security Council resolu-
tions which remains the only abiding 
guarantee for a just and lasting solu-
tion to Jammu and Kashmir question 
and end gross and systematic human 
rights violations in the Indian Illegally 
Occupied Kashmir.” (APP)
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COAS Gen Asim Munir in Saudi Arabia  
on his first official visit

At Geneva moot, Pakistan to present 4RF for 
climate resilient reconstruction, rehabilitation

HCCI demands to improve performance  
of tax collecting departments

Sale points replace retailers for subsidized 
Atta supply to the poor 

Water, hydropower projects worth rs 2,500b under 
execution to ensure country’s food, energy security 

Junaid Safdar to shift Pakistan permanently 
to assist Maryam Nawaz in politics

Kaira urges UN to ensure true implementation 
of self-determination resolution for Kashmiris

SNGPL mulls publishing names of gas  
pilferers in national dailies

Cow trapped in 30 feet deep well extricat-
ed by Rescue authorities in D.I.Khan

RIYADH: Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir is on an of-
ficial visit to Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE. The Chief of Army Staff is vis-
iting Saudi Arabia and the UAE from 
January 4 to 10. This is first visit of 
General Munir since he took charge 
as Chief of Army Staff. According 
to the military’s media wing, Chief 
of Army Staff General Asim Munir 
is due to meet the senior leadership 
of both the brotherly countries to 
discuss matters of mutual interest, 
military to military cooperation and 
bilateral relations focusing on se-
curity related subjects. Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) confirmed that COAS 
Asim Munir held meeting with De-
fence Minister Khalid bin Salman 
in Riyadh and they both discussed 
matters of mutual interest. The Sau-

di Minister, according to the agen-
cy, congratulated Gen Asim Mu-
nir on his appointment as the new 
army chief. SPA tweeted, “During 
the meeting, they emphasised the 
strength and durability of bilateral 
relations between the two fraternal 
countries, and discussed military 
and defense cooperation, and ways 
to support and enhance them, in ad-
dition to discussing the most import-
ant regional and international issues 
of common interest,”. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra Baloch on 
Thursday said that at the “International 
Conference on Climate Resilient Paki-
stan” in Geneva on January 9, Pakistan 
would present Resilient Recovery, Re-
habilitation and Reconstruction Frame-
work (4RF) to guide as a strategic poli-
cy and prioritization document. “4RF is 
a strategic policy and prioritization doc-
ument of the Government of Pakistan 
that will guide the recovery, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction after the recent 
devastating floods in a climate-resilient 
manner. It draws from the findings of 
the Post Disaster Needs Assessment 
(PDNA) and presents sequenced prior-
ities across sectors around four strate-
gic objectives,” the spokesperson said 
in her weekly press briefing.  She said 
the 4RF document presented a poli-
cy framework, a financing strategy, 
and implementation and monitoring 
arrangements. It also includes institu-

tional arrangements for its implemen-
tationin an open, transparent and col-
laborative manner with the support of 
development partners, she added. To 
be co-chaired by Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif and the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres, the event would 
feature a high-level opening segment, 
where leaders will make supportive 
statements. In his remarks at the con-
ference, the prime minister will outline 
Pakistan’s vision for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction in a climate-resilient 
manner. She said the conference would 
be a demonstration of the internation-
al community’s continued support for 
the flood-affected people of Pakistan. 
Referring to the series of baseless and 
frivolous accusations made against Pa-
kistan by the Indian External Affairs 
Minister, she said the remarks once 
again reflected India’s growing frustra-
tion over its failure to malign and iso-
late Pakistan. (APP)

HYDERABAD: The President of 
Hyderabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (HCCI) Adeel Siddiqui 
has demanded the government to 
improve the performance of tax col-
lecting departments. In a statement 
issued here on Wednesday Siddiqui 
also urged the government to adopt 

the austerity measures. The HCCI’s 
president said although the energy 
crisis existed, there could be other 
ways to deal with it. He claimed that 
the multinational companies were 
also unable to transfer back profits 
of their businesses to the home coun-
tries. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Deputy commis-
sioner Kot Addu district on Thursday 
ordered replacing retailers’ system 
with official sale points manned only by 
officials for easy access of poor work-
ers and labour class people to subsi-
dized wheat flour bags in the district. 
The move was aimed at bringing trans-
parency to the process after the emer-
gence of public complaints of misuse 
of the subsidy by black marketeers for 
unethical and illegal profit-taking. All 
300 retailers have been denotified and 
80 sale points have been set up with 
the deployment of staff who would 

be responsible to sell Atta bags them-
selves to citizens to plug chances of any 
wrongdoing, DC Muhammad Hussain 
Rana told newsmen during a visit to 
parts of Kot Addu city and its suburbs 
to check subsidized wheat flour bags 
sale by retailers on Thursday. He said 
that the step was taken to ensure that 
the relief provided by the government 
should reach the deserving persons in 
a hassle-free manner. During a visit to 
UC Ehsanpur, DC ordered to set up an 
official sale point there where 300 Atta 
bags would be sold at subsidized prices 
daily. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Water and Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) is execut-
ing mega development projects both 
in the water and hydropower sectors 
worth Rs. 2,500 billion to ensure the 
food and energy security of the coun-
try. Sharing details of the mega proj-
ects, sources told APP here that these 
projects included Diamer Basha Dam, 
Mohmand Dam, Kurram Tangi Dam, 
Nai Gaj Dam, Dasu and Tarbela 5th 
Extension Hydropower Projects, etc. 
The under-construction projects were 

scheduled to be completed phase-wise 
from 2023 to 2029, they said. They said 
on completion of the projects, gross 
water storage capacity in the country 
would increase by 9.7 million acre feet 
(MAF) which would be sufficient to ir-
rigate 3.5 million acres of land. In ad-
dition, these projects would also help 
double the hydel power generation ca-
pacity of WAPDA, they said. The sourc-
es said the water situation in Pakistan 
could only be improved by construct-
ing more dams. (APP)

LONDON: PML-N senior vice-pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz’s son decided 
to shift to Pakistan permanently along 
with his family to assist his mother in 
the politics, the sources claimed on 
Thursday. The sources privy to the 
development said that Junaid Safdar 
and his wife Ayesha Saif both would 
fly to Pakistan soon who were cur-
rently in Qatar. The coupe, the sourc-
es said, would permanently shift to 
Pakistan to assist Maryam Nawaz in 
the politics. Junaid who is graduated 
from Cambridge, UK, also won sev-
eral competitions while representing 
British universities. They said that 
Maryam Nawaz would also fly back to 
the country in a week. Earlier, Nawaz 
Sharif and Maryam Nawaz left for 

Geneva to spend a week there while 
Junaid and his wife also accompanied 
them during this tour. Maryam Nawaz, 
the sources said, was still in Geneva 
with her father and she would return 
to Pakistan from there. The decision 
is yet to be made about the return of 
Nawaz Sharif, they added. It may be 
mentioned here that Maryam Nawaz 
has recently been promoted to Senior 
Vice-President of PML-N. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: On the occasion of Kash-
mir’s Right to Self-Determination Day, 
Adviser to Prime Minister on Kashmir 
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan Qamar 
Zaman Kaira has urged the United Na-
tions to ensure the implementation of 
its resolutions passed for the right of 
self-determination of Kashmiris. In a 
message in connection with the Day, 
he said that thousands of Kashmiris 
have sacrificed their lives for the great 
cause. Kaira said, “Today, apart from 
implementing the resolutions of the 
United Nations, India is flouting hu-
man rights in the occupied valley”, add-
ing not a day passes in Indian illegal-
ly occupied Jammu Kashmir (IIOJK) 
when innocent Kashmiri youths were 
not martyred. He said that India was 
pursuing Israeli-style policies in IIOJK 
and changing the demography of the 
occupied valley under the illegal and 
unilateral measures of August 5, 2019, 
to reduce the proportion of the Muslim 
population in the region. He said that 
India was trying to achieve its nefarious 
goals through extrajudicial killings and 

genocide of Kashmiris. The adviser on 
Kashmir Affairs said that all these ac-
tions of India were in open violation 
not only of the United Nations but also 
of all international laws and the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. He urged the UN 
and the international community to 
take immediate steps for preventing 
Indian state terrorism in Occupied 
Kashmir and fulfill their responsibil-
ities to give Kashmiris their right to 
self-determination. Qamar said that he 
will continue to raise his voice for the 
Kashmiris’ right to self-determination 
and will not back down even an inch 
from their support. He said that Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari were 
fighting for the rights of Kashmiris at 
all world forums, citing that as the rea-
son behind the protest against Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari in India. The series of 
fighting on the forums will continue 
until the full implementation of the res-
olutions of the United Nations Security 
Council for the right of Kashmiris to 
self-determination, he assured. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A spokesman for the 
Regional Office of Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has said 
that the department is mulling pub-
lishing the Names of those found in-
volved in using compressors and gas 
pilferage in the national dailies to 
bring down the Unaccounted-for Gas 
(UFG) ratio. “The SNGPL teams are 
conducting raids in collaboration with 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 
and local police personnel. The com-
pany is considering an option to pub-
lish the names of consumers involved 
in the installation of illegal compres-
sors, and the gas pilferers in national 
dailies to prevent illegal activities and 
save precious and scarce gas,” spokes-
man Shahid Akram told APP. He said 
a special Task Force of SNGPL, during 
its ongoing operation to stop the illegal 
use of compressors in the Islamabad 
Region, had recently removed more 
than 27 gas meters, detected 18 theft 
cases and lodged six First Information 
Reports over direct tapping and caus-
ing loss to the national exchequer. “It 
is unfortunate that some elements are 

using electric devices to get increased 
gas pressure, depriving other consum-
ers of gas in the peak winter season 
and putting people’s lives at risk,” he 
regretted, vowing that the operation 
would continue unabated till bringing 
the illegal activity to a complete end. 
He said the SNGPL vigilance teams 
and special task force were busy con-
ducting a detailed survey of all sectors, 
societies and other localities, within 
the Islamabad region including capi-
tal territory, Murree, Kahuta, Attock, 
Fateh Jang and Taxilla to take legal 
action against compressor users. The 
SNGPL spokesman said domestic 
consumers had appreciated the oper-
ation against this illegal activity and 
urged the local administration to take 
appropriate measures for preventing 
the sale of illegal compressors and 
other devices used to increase the gas 
pressure. Answering a question, he 
said the company was making all-out 
efforts to ensure a smooth supply of 
gas to domestic consumers with reg-
ular pressure during the peak winter 
season. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A cow that got trapped 
after falling into a 30 feet deep well 
was skillfully extricated by staffers of 
Rescue 1122 in the Darazanda area of 
Dera Ismail Khan district. According 
to the spokesman of Rescue 1122, 
Bilal Faizi the Rescue authorities re-
ceived a call for help from a cow that 
fell into an open well in the Darazan-
da area. In response to the call, the 
Rescue authorities sent a team along 
with the necessary equipment includ-
ing a tripod for pulling the cattle out 

of the deep well. The rescue team 
members by endangering their own 
life for the help of a trapped animal 
went down into the well by dangling 
on ropes and very skillfully brought 
the entangled cow out of the death 
trap, Bilal told APP. He said Rescue 
1122 team members are providing 
help to both humans, animals, and 
birds as well by responding to emer-
gency calls and in almost all cases ex-
hibited utmost dedication to the duty 
of saving lives. (APP)

Around 1,556 children went missing, 1238 
returned to their parents in 2022

HYDERABAD: In the year 2022, 
some 1,556 children went missing but 
1,238 of them returned to their par-
ents while 318 children are still miss-
ing. These statistics which were col-
lected through a survey were shared 
by Roshni Research and Develop-
ment Welfare Organization’s Pro-
gram Manager Humair Mumtaz at a 
press conference at Hyderabad Press 
Club here on Wednesday. According 
to him, as many as 915 children went 

missing for different reasons includ-
ing kidnapping from Karachi and oth-
er parts of Sindh while Punjab wit-
nessed 456 such cases. He apprised 
that a majority of the missing children 
were those who voluntarily left their 
homes after developing differences 
with their parents. He said his foun-
dation was also trying to sensitize the 
parents to cultivate strong bonding 
with their children through develop-
ing a better understanding. (APP)

PU Awards Five PhD 
Degrees 

Landslide kills two  
children in Swat 

Medical stores sealed, 
three arrested

Dense fog disrupts rail, 
road, air travel

LAHORE: Punjab University has award-
ed PhD degrees to five scholars in vari-
ous disciplines, the PU spokesman told 
media here on Wednesday. He said that 
Mareena Khurshid daughter of Kurshid 
Ahmad was awarded PhD degree in the 
subject of Geography after approval of 
her thesis entitled ‘Evaluation of Urban 
Morphology and Landscape Changes 
in Dera Ghazi Khan City, South Pun-
jab-Pakistan’, Khalifa Ahmed Muiz son 
of Khalifa Ahmad Nadeem in the sub-
ject of Art & Design (Art History) after 
approval of his thesis entitled ‘A Journey 
from Walled City to Techno-Polis La-
hore: Redefining Architectural and Cul-
tural Identity’, Tayyaba Yousuf daughter 
of Muhammad Yousuf in the subject of 
Commerce after approval of her thesis 
entitled ‘Can Anomalies And Market Ef-
ficiency Co-Exist? A Comparative Study 
on Religion Based Indices’, Muhammad 
Asad Ullah Masood son of Maqsood Ah-
mad in the subject of education after ap-
proval of his thesis entitled ‘The Effect of 
Self Regulated Learning and Academic 
Motivation on Academic Achievement 
of Secondary school Learners’ and 
Mukhtar Ahmad son of Ahmad Bukhsh 
in the subject of Communication Stud-
ies after approval of his thesis entitled 
‘Media Literacy and Emerging Global 
Trends: An Exploratory Study of Youth 
in Pakistan’. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Two children killed in 
a land slide near the under-construc-
tion building at village Mashkai in Te-
hsil Charbagh in Swat district on Fri-
day. Police said that Abbas Khan (5) 
and Umair Ali (4) were playing near 
under construction building when an 
avalanche fell on them and trapped. 
The residents of the area rushed to 
the site and retrieved the bodies. Lat-
er, the victims were laid to rest at their 
ancestral graveyard. (APP)

SARGODHA: Two medical stores were 
sealed while three drug sellers were ar-
rested with expired medicines here on 
Thursday. According to official sources, 
a team headed by Deputy Drug Con-
troller Faheem Zia conducted raids at 
various medical stores and sealed Raja 
and Noshahi medical stores besides 
recovering expired and spurious med-
icines. Meanwhile,the team also got ar-
rested Nasar Ali Raza, Waqarul Hassan 
and Yaqoob Maseeh for selling medi-
cines without a license. Shahpur police 
registered cases against the accused 
while challans of two sealed medical 
storeshad been sent to the District 
Quality Control board, he added. (APP)

LAHORE: Dense fog blanketed the 
plains of Punjab and disrupted rail, 
road and air traffic. At the Allama Iqbal 
International Airport, 18 domestic and 
international flights were delayed as 
air operations were affected due to 
foggy weather. Three flights could not 
land at the airport while many flights 
were delayed for hours. According 
to motorway officials, motorways re-
mained closed at many places due to 
fog. Motorway M-2 from Lahore to 
Kot Momin, Multan Motorway M-3 
from Faizpur to Jaranwala and M-11 
Sialkot Motorway from Lahore to Ka-
monki had been closed due to heavy 
fog. Due to the dense fog, schedule 
of trains was also affected and many 
trains were delayed for hours. Accord-
ing to traffic police officials, people 
should avoid unnecessary travel and 
get information from Rasta app before 
travelling. (APP)

Pakistan to standby Kashmiris until they exercise right to 
self-determination: Amb. Munir Akram
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Prohibited Funding Case: Imran Khan Granted Interim Bail Till Jan 31
ISLAMABAD: A local banking court 
Thursday extended till January 31 
the interim bail of PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan in the prohibited fund-
ing case. Banking court judge Ra-
khshanda Shaheen announced the 
verdict reserved earlier after hearing 
arguments of both sides. The court 
also rejected the plea of the FIA seek-
ing permission to interrogate Imran 
Khan at his residence Zaman Park in 
Lahore. However, the court directed 
the former premier to appear before 
the investigation officer in the case to 
join the investigation. The judge ob-
served as why it should not withdraw 

the decision of granting interim bail 
to Mr Khan if he failed to join the in-
vestigation. The prosecutor, during 
the proceedings, asked the court to 
cancel the bail granted earlier to the 
PTI Chief. He said Imran Khan was 
not joining the probe and was also 
reluctant to turn up before the court 
since the day he was attacked in Wa-
zirabad. The lawyer who was repre-
senting Imran Khan opposed the plea 
of the prosecutor, submitting that 
Khan suffered injuries in the attack 
and he would turn up before the court 
as soon as the doctors allowed him. 
He submitted that Khan also believed 

in the rule of law. Earlier, Imran Khan 
was booked in prohibited funding 
case by the FIA’s Corporate Banking 
Circle. The agency also booked 11 
other people including the former 
prime minister for violating the For-
eign Exchange Act. Sardar Azhar 
Tariq, Saifullah Niazi, Syed Younas, 
Amir Kiyani and Tariq Sheikh were 
among the other suspects. A bank 
manager had also been nominated 
in the case. The FIA alleged that the 
accused were beneficiaries of the pri-
vate bank account, while the PTI got 
opened an account at the local bank 
and the private. (APP)

Hyderabad electric supply company (HESCO) 
new CEO assumes charge 

PSX celebrates largest acquisition  
of Pak software company

Australia committed to promoting gender 
equality in sports: Australian HC

PPP celebrates 95th birth anniversary  
of its founder Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto

Preparations for presiding officer’s election 
gains momentum in Abbottabad

Forest deptt to observe 2023 year  
of abundant plantation 

Walk against ‘child exploitation’ held

APHC To remind UN over Kashmir resolution 

Pakistan-China year of tourism to greatly boost tourism 
cooperation, says Pakistani official to Xinhua

HYDERABAD: Gul Muneer Surhio as-
sumed the charge of Chief Executive 
Officer of Hyderabad Electric Supply 
Company (HESCO) here on Wednes-
day, after the retirement of Muhammad 
Khan Sohu. The company’s spokes-
man informed that after taking charge 
Surhio also held a meeting with the of-
ficers and shared his vision and plan for 
improving performance of the company. 
He emphasized on the need of ensuring 

100 percent recovery of the electricity 
bills and taking action against the power 
theft. The Chief Operating Officer Sar-
faraz Ahmed Khan, Chief Commercial 
Officer Nisar Ahmed Memon, Acting 
Chief Engineer Roshan Ali Otho, Di-
rector HR and Admin Shafiq Ahmed 
Memon and other officers attended the 
meeting. The officers welcomed the 
new CEO and assured their complete 
cooperation. (APP)

KARACHI: Gong ceremony was held 
at pakistan stock exchange on Thurs-
day to mark the largest acquisition of 
a Pakistan-based software company 
Coudways by US-based DigitalOcean 
IT company, which will widen base for 
text sector. The ceremony was attended 
by British Parliamentarian Lord Aamir 
Sarfraz, Chief Executive Officer of 
DigitalOcean, Yancey Spruill, Found-
er of Cloudways Aaqib Gadit, PSX’s 
Chairperson Dr. Shamshad Akhtar and 
CEO Farrukh H. Khan besides number 
of capital market players and experts. 
Lord Aamir Sarfraz expressed his plea-
sure over the celebration of the largest 
acquisition of Pakistan born credible 
software company by a global IT com-
pany DigitalOcean , which had already 
been listed at three exchanges of dif-
ferent countries. He was confident that 
the US IT company making $ 35 million 
investment through this acquisition 
would soon get listed at Pakistan Stock 
Exchange. Presently, he explained, list-
ing was stopped throughout the world. 

He said as Pakistani-origin British Par-
liament and other Pakistani community 
living in UK had concern over the eco-
nomic situation in Pakistan. However, 
he was optimistic that Pakistan would 
never default as the country’s econom-
ic managers’ team was taking every 
possible step to ensure smooth sailing 
of the country out of the challenges. On 
this occasion, Lord Aamir Sarfraz said 
Parliamentarians from many countries 
including of United Kingdom were co-
ordinating to make a joint platform to 
pursue International Monetary Fund 
authorities to bring reforms in the insti-
tution to create worldwide ownership, 
instead of a dictating finance institu-
tion. Due consultation with the stake-
holders in the borrowing country was 
necessary before grant of any finance 
package. In the past, he mentioned, 
IMF did it. DigitalOcean’s CEO, Yancey 
Spruill described the acquisition as the 
foundation and pledged that over the 
passage of time the partnership would 
increase. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Australian High 
Commissioner to Pakistan, Neil Haw-
kins on Thursday said that Australia 
is committed to promoting inclusivi-
ty and gender equality in sports and 
would love to see talented women. He 
made these remarks during a meeting 
with Pakistan National Women’s Crick-
et Team in Karachi and wished them 
good luck ahead of their tour of Aus-
tralia. Speaking at the event, the High 
Commissioner said, “It is a great priv-
ilege to meet Pakistan National Wom-
en’s Cricket Team. Our countries share 

a passion for cricket. I wish the team a 
fantastic stay in Australia. They will re-
ceive a very warm Australian welcome. 
We expect some fabulous cricket”. The 
High Commissioner also invited fans 
and visitors from Pakistan to be part of 
the series and Pakistan Cricket board’s 
#BackOurGirls campaign. The High 
Commissioner also met with the Paki-
stan U19 Women’s squad who are also 
practicing in Karachi for the inaugu-
ral ICC U19 Women’s T20 World Cup 
scheduled to take place in South Africa 
later this month. (APP)

LAHORE: The Pakistan Peoples’ 
Party is celebrating the 95th birth an-
niversary of former Prime Minister 
and its founder Shaheed Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto today. Taking to Twitter, PPP 
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said 
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was the 
person who brought politics out of the 
palaces to the people of the country 
and made them the source of pow-
er. In his message on the occasion, 
Speaker National Assembly Raja Per-
vaiz Ashraf paid glowing tributes to 
the services rendered by Zulfikar Ali 

Bhutto for the country saying these 
will be written in golden words. He 
said Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto sac-
rificed his life against dictatorship and 
for the promotion of democracy in the 
country. The Speaker said Shaheed 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto made the coun-
try’s defense impregnable by laying 
the foundation of nuclear program. He 
said the former Prime Minister also 
gave the constitution of 1973. Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf said Pakistan People’s 
Party is committed to the mission of 
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Political activities for 
the election of the Presiding Officer in 
four Tehsils of district Abbottabad in-
cluding Havelian, Lora Tehsil, Abbotta-
bad, and Tehsil Lower Tanawal are in 
full swing. Local leadership of PML-N 
and PTI is busy influencing councilors 
and getting their desired results of the 
Presiding Officer elections formerly 
known as Naib Nazim. According to 
the details, Tehsil Abbottabad has 192 

members, Haveliyan has 55, Lora has 
36 and Lower Tanaal has 25 members. 
In Tehsil Havelian and Lora although 
PML-N is dominating the situation 
has been slightly changed as the Teshil 
Mayor Havelian Atif Munsif who won 
the elections as an independent can-
didate has joined PTI and some of the 
Neighborhood Chairmen have also 
joined hands with PTI while earlier 
PML-N had a clear majority. (APP)

LAHORE: The Punjab Forest depart-
ment will celebrate 2023 as the year of 
abundant plantation and protection of 
wildlife with an aim to achieve new tar-
gets in the province. It was announced 
by Punjab Forest Minister Syed Abbas 
Ali Shah while chairing a meeting re-
garding performance here on Thurs-
day. The minister said more than 102 
million saplings had been planted in 
2022 while the highest plantation was 
done in Bahawalpur with 2 million sap-
lings. He said that three development 
schemes were completed at the cost of 

Rs 803 million which were about the 
expansion and renovation of Bhakkar 
Forest Park, Forest academy and Forest 
Complex. On the other hand, animal 
breeding resulted in the increase of 
381 animals and birds in the Safari Zoo 
and 287 in Lahore Zoo. Abbas Shah 
said significant steps were taken for 
plantation and wildlife survival during 
the last year. The minister appreciated 
the annual departmental performance 
and praised officials besidesinstruct-
ing them to continue the same perfor-
mance in new year as well. (APP)

LAHORE: Child Protection & Welfare 
Bureau (CPWB) on Thursday arranged 
an awareness walk against exploita-
tion of children in our society here at 
Liberty round about. The walk led by 
Chairperson CPWB Sara Ahmed while 
Director General CPWB Ali Arshad 
Rana, Goodwill ambassadors of CPWB 
Ahsan Khan and Nadia Jameel also at-
tended it. The aim of the event was to 

aware the public about exploitation of 
children, their rights and working of 
Child Helpline 1121, initiated by the 
department. Addressing the partici-
pants, chairperson Sara Ahmed urged 
parents to pay more attention on their 
children adding that their rights should 
be given priority. “Any nation could not 
be successful without protecting their 
children”,she concluded. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Kashmiris across the 
Line of Control and world-over on 
Thursday reminded the United Nations 
(UN) of its forgotten commitment re-
garding their right to plebiscite to de-
cide their future through a democratic 
process. Every year, Kashmiris observe 
January 5 as Right to Self-Determi-
nation to reaffirm their commitment 
to continue their struggle for free-
dom from Indian. It was on this day, 
the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) passed a resolution, guaran-
teeing impartial plebiscite to Kash-

miris. “The question of the accession of 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir to In-
dia or Pakistan will be decided through 
the democratic method of a free and 
impartial plebiscite,” the resolution 
said. “As the Kashmir dispute enters 
into 76th Calendar year it is the respon-
sibility of the UN and all the influential 
world governments to play their role to 
seek a peaceful solution of the lingering 
dispute awaiting final settlement,” said 
senior All Parties Hurriyat Conference 
(APHC) leader, Shabbir Ahmad Shah 
in his message form Tihar Jail . (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The decision to hold the 
Pakistan-China Year of Tourism Ex-
changes in 2023 will greatly help im-
proving people-to-people contacts and 
especially promoting tourism cooper-
ation, a Pakistani official said. “China 
obviously is the country that produced 
the largest number of tourists for the 
rest of the world before the COVID-19 
pandemic ... The recent policy of resum-
ing outbound tourism for Chinese citi-
zens in an orderly manner would help 
in restoring the confidence of the world 
in terms of the promotion of tourism 
while making a good contribution to 
the global economy,” Managing Direc-
tor of Pakistan Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) Aftab ur Rehman 
Rana told Xinhua in a recent interview. 
Pakistan and China have a long friend-
ly relationship, and people would love 
to meet each other and experience the 
countries of each other, he said, adding 
that Pakistan is not just looking at invit-
ing Chinese tourists to Pakistan, but also 
looking at sending Pakistani tourists to 
China. “Our tour operators have already 
started holding online meetings with 
their Chinese counterparts. Under the 
exchange programs, both countries are 
planning to help tour operators of both 
sides to meet personally so they can 
revive their contacts and design pack-
ages and products which could attract 
the right kind of tourists on both sides,” 
the PTDC official said. Highlighting 
Pakistan has a lot to offer for Chinese 
tourists, he said that the wild mountains, 
lush green meadows, exquisite valleys, 
beautiful tracks for trekking, sites for 
adventurous sports and a number of 
ancient archeological places and other 
attractions in the South Asian country 
are waiting to mesmerize the Chinese 
tourists. “For Pakistan, the opening of 
Chinese tourism is a very positive sign,” 
Rana said, adding that Pakistan has 
made a lot of preparation to welcome 
Chinese tourists. The Pakistani govern-
ment has been working on improving 
the availability of information on both 
sides as well as producing new litera-
ture on major tourist destinations in the 
Chinese language, so that the Chinese 
tourists know well about Pakistan, he 
said. “Pakistan International Airlines 

has recently announced the restarting 
of flights between Islamabad and Bei-
jing. If there’s any travel expo taking 
place in China, we’ll send our delega-
tion there,” Rana said. Besides providing 
new prospects in Pakistan’s tourism in-
dustry, the official said China has helped 
transformed the country’s tourism by 
building road infrastructure under the 
framework of the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC). Launched in 
2013, CPEC is a corridor linking Pa-
kistan’s Gwadar Port with Kashgar 
in northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region, which highlights 
energy, transport and industrial coop-
eration. “We have seen the new motor-
ways, highways and side roads all the 
way from south to east to north, and 
the improvement of the road network is 
very important for tourism promotion. 
CPEC has not only improved the access 
to different business hubs and various 
cities in Pakistan, but also facilitated 
the access to various tourist sites,” he 
said. With improved accessibility, there 
will be quite a lot of new developments 
including the establishment of tourism 
zones, new hotels and tourist resorts 
along the CPEC routes in the coming 
years, he said. Rana believed that CPEC 
would help further improve the local 
tourism sector and help attract more in-
vestment into the tourism infrastructure 
of Pakistan, accelerating the country’s 
development. As the year 2023 is being 
designated as the Pakistan-China Year 
of Tourism Exchanges, Rana said nu-
merous tourism-related activities will be 
happening between the two neighbors 
during the new year. “We will hold a 
Gandhara Buddhist heritage exhibition 
in Beijing very soon. There is a plan to 
send our cultural delegations of youth 
and tourism professionals to China 
and obviously, we welcome delegations 
from China also coming to Pakistan in 
promoting Chinese culture in Pakistan 
and vice versa,” he said, adding that 
the PTDC will coordinate with other 
departments to strengthen cultural and 
tourism exchanges and promote peo-
ple-to-people contacts between the two 
countries. “The year 2023 is going to be 
a good beginning,” Rana added. (Inter-
view by Jiang Chao - Press Release)

Police arrest two POs 
wanted in murder case

IRSA releases 23,700 
cusecs water

Man held for making 
prank call at helpline

ANF seizes over 10 Kg her-
oin, 39 Kg opium poppy 

Distillery unearthed,  
drug pusher held

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Police here 
on Thursday arrested two proclaimed 
offenders (POs) wanted in a murder 
and attempt to murder case registered 
in Rawat police station. According to a 
police spokesman, police managed to 
arrest two POs namely Ijaz and Afzal, 
two accused wanted in a murder and 
attempt to murder case registered in 
Rawat police station. The accused had 
killed a citizen, Junaid and injured 
Nasir over a petty dispute nearly two 
weeks ago. Rawat police on the appli-
cation of the victim’s brother registered 
a case and managed to net the POs 
wanted in the case. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday released 
23,700 cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 36,700 cusecs. 
According to the data released by IRSA, 
water level in River Indus at Tarbela 
Dam was 1493.12 feet and was 95.12 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow in the dam was recorded 
as 16,300 cusecs while the outflow as 
5,000 cusecs. The water level in River 
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 1119.00 
feet, which was 69.00 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water were recorded 
5,700 cusecs and 4,000 cusecs respec-
tively. Whereas, the release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu and Sukkur 
was recorded as 11,000, 16,200, 9,500 
and 500 cusecs respectively. Similarly, 
from River Kabul, a total of 8,600 cusecs 
of water was released at Nowshera and 
6,100 cusecs was released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Police on Thurs-
day arrested a man for making a prank 
call on emergency number 15 to reg-
ister a report of a fake robbery at his 
home. Police sources said the accused 
identified as Muhammad Shabir called 
the police station to lodge a robbery 
complaint worth Rs. 1. 5 million, which 
was later proved as a false claim after 
investigation. Shabir was sent behind 
bars and booked under sections of the 
Telegraph Act at Chowk Sarwar Sha-
heed police station. Speaking on the 
occasion, the SHO of the station con-
cerned said that 15 was an emergency 
helpline that must be used for grave is-
sues instead for wrong purposes. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting three 
counter-narcotics operations seized 
over 10 kg heroin, 39 kg opium poppy 
besides netting three accused, said an 
ANF Headquarters spokesman here on 
Thursday. He informed in an operation 
near Islamabad Motorway Toll Plaza, 
ANF recovered 1.5 kg heroin from secret 
cavities of a car and held two accused. In 
second operation, ANF raided near Jhe-
lum G.T.Road area and recovered 39 kg 
opium poppy from the possession of an 
accused resident of Jhelum. (APP)

KOT ADDU: Police unearthed a distill-
ery and arrested a notorious drug pusher 
during a crackdown launched by Chowk 
Sarwar Shaheed police on Thursday. As 
per special directives of District Police 
Officer (DPO) Malik Tanveer Ahmed, the 
Chowk Sarwar Shaheed police under the 
supervision of DSP Kot Addu. (APP)
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Asian markets rally on 2023 outlook hopes, oil prices bounce

Oil down as global economic downturn leads to weak demand fears

 EU gas prices fall to lowest level in over a year

Japan tuna price soars past $270,000 at New Year auction

Russian electricity exports to Asia growing – Minister

Germany ‘open’ to seizing frozen Russian assets – Bloomberg

Macau casino revenue plunges 51pc amid zero-Covid

Nissan limits joint IP use in Renault’s new venture with Geely

HONG KONG: Asian markets rose 
Thursday, led by Hong Kong after the 
city’s traders extended an impressive 
start to the year thanks to optimism 
over China’s reopening and officials 
there making key policy changes to 
encourage investment. Oil prices also 
staged a mild rebound but remain 
under pressure after losing around 
nine percent in the previous two days 
owing to demand concerns. Asia’s ad-
vance tracked a rally on Wall Street, 
which came even as minutes from the 
Federal Reserve’s December meeting 
showed officials intended to keep 
lifting rates to fight decades-high in-
flation. The upbeat mood has been 

boosted by signs that China is im-
plementing policy changes to make 
it a more attractive investment loca-
tion. A decision allowing Ant Group 
to raise $1.5 billion in funding was 
seen as an indication authorities’ 
long-running crackdown on the tech 
sector could be coming to an end, 
and fresh measures to support the 
struggling property sector have also 
been unveiled. Reports that Beijing 
was considering lifting a two-year 
ban on some imports of Australian 
coal, as well as a slight thawing of 
ties with Washington, were also pro-
viding some hope for the year ahead. 
That all comes against the backdrop 

of the rollback of the country’s harsh 
zero-Covid policy, which had sapped 
economic growth since the start of 
the pandemic. The move has fanned 
hopes that the world’s second-largest 
economy will bounce back after three 
years of lockdowns and tough restric-
tions, though the surge in infections 
in recent weeks has also raised con-
cerns about the near-term outlook. 
“The medium-term prospects still 
appear quite bullish, especially if Chi-
na can bounce back strongly later 
this year and fully transition to living 
with Covid, like much of the rest of 
the world,” said analyst Craig Erlam. 
(Agencies)

ANKARA: Oil prices slumped on 
Wednesday after diving more than 
4% during the previous trading 
session as the global recession is 
expected to cool down oil consump-
tion. International benchmark Brent 
crude traded at $81.74 per barrel at 
09.56 a.m. local time (0656GMT), 
down 0.43% from the closing price 
of $82.10 a barrel in the previous 
trading session. American bench-
mark West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) traded at $76.50 per barrel at 
the same time, a 0.55% loss after the 
previous session closed at $76.93 a 
barrel. Both benchmarks recorded 
rapid declines, with Brent losing al-

most $5 a barrel during Tuesday’s 
choppy trading session. The weak-
er demand worries put downward 
pressure on prices, especially after 
the IMF’s Managing Director Krista-
lina Georgieva said one-third of the 
world’s economies are expected 
to go into recession in 2023. “Even 
countries that are not in recession, 
it would feel like recession for hun-
dreds of millions of people,” Geor-
gieva told CBS news on Sunday. The 
year ahead will be tougher than 2022 
for most of the world economy as 
the US, EU, and China are slowing 
down, said Georgieva. Noting that 
the EU was hit “very severely” by 

the ongoing war in Ukraine, Geor-
gieva said half of the bloc would be 
in recession this year. She added 
that the outlook for emerging mar-
kets in developing economies was 
even direr due to interest rate hikes 
and a strong US dollar. Adding more 
to demand worries, the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy China sig-
nificantly increased its first batch 
of 2023 export quotas for refined 
oil products, which shows that the 
country is expecting less consump-
tion. The country is also struggling 
with rising COVID-19 cases when it 
decided to ease its strict mitigation 
measures. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: European gas futures 
dipped below $750 per thousand cu-
bic meters on Wednesday for the first 
time since November 2021, data from 
the London Intercontinental Exchange 
(ICE) shows. The cost of gas futures for 
February delivery at the TTF hub in the 
Netherlands was down more than 5% 
to $733 per thousand cubic meter or 
€67 ($71.1) per megawatt hour (MWh) 
in household terms early on Wednes-

day morning, before climbing slightly. 
Europe is experiencing a milder winter 
than usual, with major cities like Berlin 
and Prague recording their warmest 
ever start to the month. Warm weath-
er is forecast to persist in central and 
southern Europe. Higher than normal 
temperatures have reduced the need 
for heating and alleviated concerns over 
gas storage levels, with inventories cur-
rently roughly 13% over the five-year 

average for today. Among other factors 
driving gas prices lower are strong wind 
power production and sufficient sup-
plies of liquefied natural gas. Germa-
ny acknowledges ‘new normal’ READ 
MORE: Germany acknowledges ‘new 
normal’ At their peak in August, Euro-
pean gas prices topped €345 per MWh, 
sending household energy bills soaring 
and fueling a cost-of-living crisis across 
much of the continent. (Agencies)

TOKYO: The top-selling tuna at To-
kyo’s traditional New Year auction 
sold for more than $270,000 on Thurs-
day, nearly double last year’s price, 
breaking a pandemic trend of slump-
ing demand. Michelin-starred sushi 
restaurant Onodera Group and Japa-
nese wholesaler Yamayuki forked out 
36.04 million yen ($273,000) for the 
212-kilo bluefin tuna in the auction at 
Tokyo’s Toyosu fish market. The fig-
ure was still only a fraction of the 2019 

record price but marks a recovery for 
the symbolic auction after three years 
in which prices slumped. “It has all 
the qualities of a good tuna,” sushi 
master and Onodera head chef Akifu-
mi Sakagami told reporters after the 
auction. “We have had years of gloom 
(during the pandemic). I hope that 
we can deliver happiness to every-
one by using opportunities like this.” 
Last year’s top-selling tuna, bought 
by the same pair of bidders, went for 

just 16.88 million yen, with observers 
blaming subdued demand as a Covid 
wave ripped through Japan in early 
2022. The New Year auction is high-
ly anticipated, and securing the top-
priced tuna offers bidders bragging 
rights. For years, the top bid came 
from self-proclaimed “Tuna King” Ki-
yoshi Kimura, who paid a record $3.1 
million in 2019. But in recent years, 
Kimura has held back, citing the pan-
demic. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s electricity supplies 
to China and Mongolia will see an over-
all 20% jump by the end of this year, 
Energy Minister Nikolay Shulginov has 
said. Estimates by the Russian energy 
giant Inter RAO suggest that the coun-
try has supplied a record 4.4-4.5 billion 
kilowatt-hours (kWh) of electrical pow-
er to China in 2022. Data shows that 

China’s electricity consumption had ris-
en in December due to colder weather. 
This has also pushed demand for coal 
and gas for heating higher. “This year 
[2022] we can talk about the growth 
of eastbound [electricity] exports, that 
is, total exports to China and Mongolia 
have increased by 20%, and there will 
be an uptick of about 16% to China by 

the end of the year,” Shulginov revealed 
last week in an interview with the TV 
channel Rossiya-24. Inter RAO’s data 
shows the volume of electricity supplies 
to China last year amounted to 3.97 bil-
lion kWh, which was 29.9% more than 
in 2020. Exports to Mongolia in 2021 
rose to 0.49 billion kWh, up 55.9% in 
annual terms. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany is open to using 
the assets of the Russian central bank, 
frozen since last year as a result of 
sanctions, to finance the reconstruc-
tion of Ukraine, Bloomberg reported 
on Tuesday. The German government 
is reportedly in favor of using the 
funds in Ukraine, however no official 
position on the matter has yet been 
taken, as members of cabinet are di-
vided on the issue, Bloomberg noted, 

citing people familiar with the dis-
cussions. The EU and G7 froze some 
€300 billion ($311 billion) in reserves 
belonging to the Russian central bank, 
along with billions in assets owned 
by sanctioned Russian businessmen. 
German Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock insists that at least some 
of the frozen assets must be seized, 
while Finance Minister Christian 
Lindner is concerned that the move 

could create a dangerous precedent 
and lead European nations and their 
allies into a legal quagmire, sourc-
es told Bloomberg. Russia assesses 
chances of recovering frozen assets 
READ MORE: Russia assesses chanc-
es of recovering frozen assets Berlin 
would support the confiscation on 
condition that legal issues were re-
solved and its allies follow suit, the 
outlet adds. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Casino revenue in 
Macau fell 51% to an 18-year low 
in 2022, as Beijing’s zero-Covid re-
strictions kept away tourists from 
mainland China. The tally of 42.1 
billion patacas (US$5.23 billion) 
represented just 14% of the amount 
logged in 2019, before the spread of 
the coronavirus. Revenue recovered 
somewhat in 2021 as new infections 

slowed, but a resurgence of cases in 
2022 led China to impose a series 
of tougher restrictions. Around 4.8 

million mainland tourists visited 
Macau in the January-November 
period, down 24% on the year. By 
comparison, 27 million mainland 
tourists visited the territory in all of 
2019. China has since begun scaling 
back its zero-Covid policies. Macau 
is also easing restrictions, scrapping 
mandatory quarantines for new ar-
rivals. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Nissan Motor and Renault 
have agreed to restrict the use of the 
intellectual property they developed 
together, including one patent for hy-
brid vehicles, in a new company estab-
lished by Renault, Nikkei has learned. 
The agreement marks a major step 

forward for the Japanese and French 
automakers, which have been review-
ing their capital tie-up. The treatment 
of jointly held IP is one of the focal 
points of the talks. The new company, 
announced by Renault in November 
and tentatively named Horse, will pro-

duce hybrid vehicle drivetrains and en-
gines, with Chinese automaker Geely 
taking a 50% stake in the new compa-
ny. Nissan will not have an ownership 
interest in the venture. Unlike Nissan 
and Renault, which focus on different 
markets. (Agencies)

Tokyo stocks open higher after US gains

US stock market closes higher

China setting new world energy order – FT

UK to suffer more than most this year - FT

Dell looks to phase out ‘made in China’ 
chips by 2024

GM reclaims US auto sales crown from Toyota

Twitter reverses 2019 ban on political ads

TOKYO: Tokyo stocks opened higher 
Thursday following Wall Street gains 
as markets shrugged off messaging 
from the Federal Reserve reiterating its 
commitment to lowering inflation. The 
benchmark Nikkei 225 index rose 0.57 
percent, or 147.01 points, to 25,863.87 
at the open, while the broader Topix in-
dex added 0.17 percent, or 3.15 points, 
to 1,871.30. “The Japanese markets are 
expected to be higher following gains 
by US stocks and a lull in the apprecia-
tion of the yen,” senior market analyst 
Toshiyuki Kanayama of Monex said in 
a commentary. But Mizuho Securities 
noted that “a wait-and-see mood is ex-

pected to prevail after a round of buy-
ing” ahead of US jobs data. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average closed 0.4 
percent higher while the tech-rich Nas-
daq Composite Index bounced 0.7 per-
cent. The broad-based S&P 500 rose 
0.8 percent. The dollar traded at 131.95 
yen, down from 132.67 yen in New 
York on Wednesday. In Tokyo trading, 
chip-linked shares were higher, with 
Advantest jumping 2.17 percent to 
8,450 yen and Tokyo Electron surging 
3.25 percent to 39,660 yen. Sony Group 
gained 2.85 percent to 10,455 yen while 
Nintendo firmed 1.38 percent to 5,563 
yen. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The US stock market 
indexes recorded an increase at the 
close of the trading session on the 
New York Stock Exchange. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average closed up 
133.40 points, or 0.40%, to close at 

33269.77 points, while the Nasdaq 
Composite Index rose 71.78 points, 
or 0.69%, to close at 10458.76 points. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index 
rose 28.83 points, or 0.75%, to close 
at 3,852.97 points. (Agencies)

BEIJING: The global energy order is 
being reshaped as deepening energy 
ties between China and the Middle 
East signifies the rise of the petroyu-
an, which could challenge the petro-
dollar, the Financial Times reported 
on Wednesday, citing Credit Suisse 
analyst Zoltan Pozsar. According to 
Pozsar, China has been boosting pur-
chases of crude and liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) from Iran, Venezuela, Rus-
sia, and some African nations using its 
national currency. However, President 
Xi Jinping’s meeting with the member 

states of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in December marked “the birth 
of the petroyuan,” he said in a note to 
clients. At the summit, the Chinese 
leader confirmed that Beijing is ready 
to make energy purchases in yuan in-
stead of the US dollar with GCC coun-
tries. “China wants to rewrite the rules 
of the global energy market,” Pozsar 
said, adding that the move to de-dol-
larize the oil and gas trade is backed 
members of the BRICS alliance (Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China, and South Af-
rica). (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain faces one of the 
worst recessions among the world’s 
leading industrialized nations this 
year, the Financial Times has reported, 
citing economists. In an annual poll of 
101 leading UK-based economists, the 
majority told the outlet that the fallout 
from spiralling inflation, triggered by 
the pandemic and the Ukraine con-
flict, will persist for longer in the UK 
than in other G7 nations, and the 
country’s recovery will be one of the 
weakest. GDP will shrink for most of 
2023, the government will have to run 
a tight fiscal policy, and the Bank of 
England will keep interest rates high, 
the report said. John Philpott, an in-

dependent labour market economist, 
told FT that “the 2023 recession will 
feel much worse than the economic 
impact of the pandemic.” Other re-
spondents described the outlook for 
consumers – especially those on low 
incomes – as “tough,” “bleak,” “grim,” 
“miserable” and “terrible,” the outlet 
writes. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: US computer maker Dell 
aims to stop using chips made in Chi-
na by 2024 and has told suppliers to 
significantly reduce the amount of 
other “made in China” components 
in its products as part of efforts to di-
versify its supply chain amid concerns 
over Washington-Beijing tensions. The 

world’s third-largest computer maker 
by shipments told suppliers late last 
year that it aims to “meaningfully low-
er” the amount of China-made chips 
it uses, including those produced 
at facilities owned by non-Chinese 
chipmakers, three people with direct 
knowledge of the matter told Nikkei 
Asia. Dell’s goal is to have all chips 
used in its products produced in plants 
located outside China by 2024, they 
said. The move is the latest example 
of how the tech war between the US 
and China is accelerating electronics 
makers’ efforts to diversify production 
away from Asia’s biggest economy. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: General Motors on 
Wednesday posted a 2.5% rise in US 
new vehicle sales in 2022, outselling 
Japanese automaker Toyota Motor, 
aided by an easing of inventory short-
ages and strong demand for its cars 
and trucks. GM, which lost the spot 
as the top US automaker at the end of 
2021 for the first time since 1931, said 
its annual sales rose to 2,274,088 vehi-

cles last year, beating Toyota’s annual 
sales of 2,108,458 units in a closely 
watched race. Inventory shortages, 
caused by surging material costs and 
persistent chip shortages, spilled into 
2022, hobbling production at many 
automakers. Tight supplies kept car 
and truck prices elevated, even as auto 
inventory improved in the second half 
of the year. (Agencies)

DALLAS: Twitter Inc will reverse its 
2019 ban on political ads, the com-
pany’s head of trust and safety con-
firmed to Reuters yesterday, as the 
Elon Musk-owned company seeks to 
grow revenue. The company tweet-
ed on Tuesday it would relax its 
advertising policy for “cause-based 
ads” in the US and align its ad poli-
cy with TV and other media outlets. 
The change brings Twitter’s policies 
closer to Meta Platform’s Facebook 
and Alphabet Inc’s YouTube, which 
allow political advertising. One plat-
form that still bans political ads is 
Chinese video app TikTok. “We be-

lieve that cause-based advertising 
can facilitate public conversation 
around important topics,” the social 
media company tweeted. Cause-
based ads that will be allowed on 
Twitter include ads that educate or 
raise awareness of issues such as 
voter registration, climate change 
or government programmes like the 
Census, said Ella Irwin, Twitter’s 
head of trust and safety, in an email. 
Twitter banned political ads in 2019 
after it and other social media com-
panies faced widespread criticism 
for allowing election misinforma-
tion to spread. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Even your detractors will 
praise you for a job well done today. 
Cosmic activity in the career area of 
your chart means you are determined 
to prove to the world that you have 
what it takes. Maybe there’s a secret 
desire to prove it to yourself as well.
– TAURUS: You are entitled to your 
opinions and anyone who tries to tell 
you that certain things cannot be said 
must be told in no uncertain terms to 
get lost. You need to be fearless when 
dealing with people who don’t share 
your respect for the truth.
– GEMINI: What you are offered to-
day may be tempting but you must 
think carefully before accepting. To-
morrow’s full moon could bring the 
kind of surprise that demands all of 
your time and energy to deal with, so 
don’t commit yourself to other things 
yet.
– CANCER: Partners and colleagues 
may have the upper hand at the mo-
ment but you still have some room to 
maneuver. Today’s Sun-Uranus link 
will help you find creative ways to get 
essential things done no matter how 
much others may oppose you.
– LEO: The most important thing now 
is that you are aware of your limits, 
because if you push too hard you 
could find yourself coming up against 
a major obstruction. You can still 

break through but you may have to 
step back a bit to begin with.
– VIRGO: You seem to be remark-
ably sure of yourself at the moment, 
thanks to cosmic activity in your fel-
low Earth sign of Capricorn, but don’t 
take unnecessary chances. Mercury, 
your ruler, is moving retrograde now, 
so your judgement may be a little 
off-center.
– LIBRA: If you have done something 
wrong and need to be forgiven for it all 
you have to do is ask. Your way with 
words and your hugely positive atti-
tude to life will make it easy for others 
to overlook your transgressions – but 
don’t make a habit of them!
– SCORPIO: By all means get out and 
about and have a good time today but 
don’t expect everyone to do what you 
want to do. In fact, you may enjoy 
yourself more if you let friends and 
loved ones set the social agenda. Go 
along for the ride.
– SAGITTARIUS: If you feel the need 
to splash some cash today that’s fine 
but make sure you keep enough in re-
serve to cover essentials and expens-
es. Yes, it’s only money and you can 
always earn more, but once you start 
spending you may not be able to stop.
– CAPRICORN: You don’t need the 
approval of other people for what you 
are planning, so get started and enjoy 
the stunned look on their faces when 
you make a success of it. Your eager-
ness to strike out in a new direction 
will win the doubters over.
– ACQUARIUS: Although at this time 
of year you spend a lot of time think-
ing about what you’ve done right and 
what you’ve done wrong you must 
not get bogged down in too much 
self-reflection. You still have some 
major responsibilities to take care of.
– PISCES: You may be willing to 
make sacrifices above and beyond 
the call of duty but don’t try to do it all 
on your own. There are a lot of people 
out there who think and feel as you 
do, so seek them out and change the 
world together.
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Ruthless Kane lifts Spurs as Forest climb out of drop zone

Cardiac arrest of Bills’ Hamlin may have been ‘perfect storm’

Smith passes Bradman, Khawaja bats on as Australia grind down Proteas

Bucks beat Raptors on Giannis triple double as Nets’ streak ends

Djokovic resigned to missing US tournaments over vax status

Saudi football striving to ensure current success is long-lasting

Lazio fans hurl racist abuse at Lecce’s tearful Umtiti

LONDON: Harry Kane lifted the 
gloom at Tottenham on Wednesday, 
scoring twice in a convincing 4-0 win 
against Crystal Palace as Nottingham 
Forest hauled themselves out of the 
relegation zone. Forest beat bottom 
side Southampton 1-0 while trou-
bled Wolves drew 1-1 at Aston Villa 
and struggling West Ham shared the 
points with Leeds in a 2-2 draw. An-
tonio Conte’s inconsistent Tottenham, 
who finished fourth last season, had 
taken just one point from two matches 
after the Premier League resumed fol-
lowing the World Cup. The disaffect-

ed Italian manager, used to success 
at Inter Milan, Chelsea and Juventus, 
warned this week he would only stick 
around if he was 100 percent con-
vinced by the club’s project. Conte 
was looking for a reaction after Sun-
day’s 2-0 defeat at home against Aston 
Villa and he eventually got it despite 
an insipid first-half performance from 
his team. “The character of this team 
always shows,” he told Sky Sports. 
“Maybe only in the last game against 
Aston Villa we didn’t have a strong 
reaction. Otherwise every game we 
show strong character. “It is really im-

portant. We got three points. We con-
tinue to stay very close for the good 
positions. After you don’t win and the 
confidence is down, it was important 
to win.” Spurs were second best in 
the first half at Selhurst Park, lack-
ing zip in attack and had goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris to thank for keeping the 
score at 0-0 but it was a different sto-
ry after the break. England captain 
Kane scored twice in five minutes in 
his 300th Premier League appearance 
to move just two goals behind Jimmy 
Greaves’ all-time record of 266 goals 
for Spurs. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON:The on-field cardiac 
arrest suffered by Buffalo Bills safe-
ty Damar Hamlin may have been the 
result of a “perfect storm” of events in 
which a blow to the chest was combined 
with a split-second moment of vulner-
ability during a heartbeat, experts said 
on Wednesday. Sumeet Chugh, medical 
director of the Heart Rhythm Center at 
the Smidt Heart Institute at Cedars-Si-
nai in California, said this was one of 
a number of potential explanations for 
Hamlin’s medical crisis. The 24-year-

old Hamlin collapsed on the field after 
making a tackle during the Monday 
Night Football game between the Bills 
and the Cincinnati Bengals. Hamlin was 
immediately given CPR, taken away 
in an ambulance and remains hospi-
talized in critical condition. Chugh, in 
an interview with AFP, stressed that in 
the absence of more information from 
Hamlin’s doctors any explanation is in 
the realm of “pure speculation.” But he 
said that because of the “obvious cir-
cumstantial evidence of the tackle” the 

cause of Hamlin’s cardiac arrest may 
have been what is known as commotio 
cordis. “It’s a pretty rare event because it 
requires the perfect storm where some 
kind of blunt object has to strike the 
chest right above the heart in a tiny win-
dow of 30 milliseconds” -- a fraction of 
the time of one heartbeat, he said. This 
throws the heart into “electrical chaos,” 
Chugh said, and instead of beating at its 
normal 60 to 80 times a minute, it stops 
and goes into what is known as ventric-
ular fibrillation. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Steven Smith passed a Don 
Bradman landmark to claim his 30th 
Test century on Thursday as Usman 
Khawaja and Australia piled on the 
misery for the beleaguered South Af-
ricans in the third Sydney Test. Smith 
passed Bradman’s 29 Test hundreds 
with a majestic pull shot off Anrich 
Nortje to the boundary ropes to claim 
a home-town hundred off 190 balls. 
He was out two balls later on 104 
when he innocuously chipped back a 
catch to Keshav Maharaj for the left-
arm spinner’s first wicket of the se-
ries. At tea on day two, Khawaja had 
moved on with his 13th Test century 
to be unconquered on 172 with Travis 

Head on 17 to have Australia in firm 
control at 394 for three. Along the way, 
Smith also overtook Michael Clarke 
to become Australia’s fourth-high-
est Test run-getter with 8,647 behind 
Ricky Ponting, Allan Border and Steve 
Waugh. Only Ponting (41) and Waugh 

(32) have scored more Test centuries 
for Australia than Smith, who is sec-
ond only to the immortal Bradman 
(99.94) with a current Test average of 
60.89 in his 92nd Test match. Mean-
while, Khawaja relentlessly built on 
his third consecutive Sydney Test hun-
dred and at the interval had faced 335 
balls in 477 minutes with 17 fours and 
a six. Khawaja shared in a 209-run 
stand with Smith for the third wicket. 
Before lunch, Khawaja danced a cele-
bratory jig after hitting Kagiso Rabada 
for two through the deep square to 
bring up another hundred at his most 
productive ground, where he averaged 
98 before this Test. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo’s triple-double sparked the 
Milwaukee Bucks to a 104-101 over-
time victory at Toronto on Wednesday 
while the Brooklyn Nets saw their 
12-game NBA win streak snapped. 
Greek superstar Antetokounmpo 
scored 30 points, pulled down 21 re-
bounds and passed off 10 assists, the 
last to set up Grayson Allen’s decisive 
3-pointer with 11 seconds to play that 

rescued a Milwaukee triumph. “You 
can’t do it by yourself. You’ve got to 
trust your teammates, make plays 
for them,” Antetokounmpo said. “I’m 
trying to be aggressive... but at the 
end of the day everybody is sucking 
me in and the guy is open. That last 
play Grayson was wide open and I 
was able to get him the ball.” It was 
the 31st career triple-double for An-
tetokounmpo and the sixth time he 

managed 30 points and 20 rebounds 
in the same game -- heroics coming 
a night after scoring a career-high 55 
points in a victory. Antetokounmpo, 
who made 7 of 18 shots from the floor 
and 15 of 21 from the free throw line, 
was unhappy with a 28-7 Raptors run 
to close regulation time, Toronto ty-
ing the game at 97-97 on Gary Trent 
Jr’s last-second 3-pointer to force 
overtime. (Agencies)

ADELAIDE: Novak Djokovic said “it is 
what it is” today as he faced the pros-
pect of missing more tournaments in 
the US over his refusal to have a coro-
navirus shot. The former world No 1 is 
set to miss the prestigious Indian Wells 
and Miami Open ATP 1000 events after 
US authorities extended their require-
ment for international visitors to be 
vaccinated against Covid-19. “I saw it, 
but I don’t think it’s official yet, so when 
it’s official we can speak about it,” the 

Serbian 21-time Grand Slam winner 
said in Adelaide, where he is prepar-
ing for the Australian Open. When 
reporters at a press conference cited 

a statement from the US Transporta-
tion Security Administration (TSA), he 
replied: “I mean, if it is official then it 
is – what can I do? Nothing. You know 
my position, so it is what it is. “I’m hop-
ing (to play), but if I can’t go, I can’t 
go,” added the 35-year-old. The TSA 
has reportedly extended the ban on 
unvaccinated non-citizens until April, 
with Indian Wells running from March 
6-19 and the Miami Open from March 
19-April 2. (Agencies)

RIYADH: In Saudi Arabian football at 
the moment it’s hard to think about 
anything other than the stunning sign-
ing of Cristiano Ronaldo by Saudi Pro 
League table-toppers Al-Nassr. It’s 
not just the talk of Saudi football, it is 
the talk of world football. Go back a 
month and it was another winger, Sa-
lem Al-Dawsari, who was the name on 
everyone’s lips after his wonder strike 
gave the Green Falcons a famous vic-
tory over eventual World Cup champi-
ons Argentina — La Albiceleste’s only 
loss since the 2019 Copa America. It 
is a moment that will live long in the 
memory of every Saudi football fan. 
Not since 1994 and the magical run of 
Saeed Al-Owairan has a Saudi Arabian 
player had such an impact on the global 

stage. That mazy run from Al-Owairan 
is still replayed almost 30 years on, 
and so seismic was Al-Dawsari’s strike 
that it too will be replayed for years 
and decades to come. But the import-
ant question facing Saudi Arabia after 
the World Cup will be how to ensure 
it isn’t another 28 years before their 
next magical moment. With so much 
positive energy around Saudi football, 
especially on the back of Ronaldo’s ar-

rival in Riyadh, it’s imperative those in 
charge leverage this moment to build 
sustained success rather than the 
boom-bust cycles we’ve seen previous-
ly. To do so Saudi football needs to face 
and overcome a number of challenges 
that stand in its way. For as momen-
tous as Ronaldo’s signing is, for Saudi 
Arabia to truly take the next step as a 
football nation and a football team, it’s 
players heading the other way that is 
most important. At least for the fore-
seeable future, Europe remains the 
epicenter of world football. It is where 
the best players ply their trade and it’s 
where the rest of the world sends its 
players to develop further. Saudi Ara-
bia can no longer be an exception to 
that rule. (Agencies)

ROME: France international Samu-
el Umtiti reportedly left the pitch in 
tears after he and Lecce teammate 
Lameck Banda suffered racist abuse 
from visiting Lazio fans in Italy’s Se-
rie A today. The referee stopped the 
game in the second half because of 
racist taunts “coming from the visitor 
sector occupied by Lazio supporters”, 
Italian news agency Ansa said. Cam-

eroon-born defender Umtiti, who won 
the 2018 World Cup with France and is 
on loan at Lecce from Barcelona, was 
the primary target of the abuse. Lazio 
fans also hurled racist insults at Zam-
bian international Banda during the 
first half, Ansa reported. Lecce presi-
dent Saverio Sticchi Damiani said that 
the referee halted the game and after 
stadium announcers called for the 

abuse to stop, “Umtiti asked that the 
match resume”. The 29-year-old Um-
titi left the pitch in tears at the end of 
the match and also a standing ovation 
from the Lecce crowd, according to 
Italian media. “He wanted to respond 
on the pitch to the insults. He react-
ed like a true champion,” newspaper 
Gazzetta dello Sport quoted Damiani 
as saying. (Agencies)

Hudson to guide US camp as Reynas  
admit pressuring Berhalter

 Ex-UFC star arrested for allegedly  
killing girlfriend 

Saif Al-Ameri to fly UAE flag at Hankook 24 
Hours Dubai endurance race

NEW YORK: World Cup assistant coach 
Anthony Hudson was named Wednes-
day to guide a January national team 
camp while Gio Reyna’s parents admit-
ted igniting a US Soccer investigation 
into coach Gregg Berhalter. Hudson will 
guide the Americans, co-hosts with Mex-
ico and Canada for the 2026 World Cup, 
in a Los Angeles training session ahead 
of friendlies against Serbia on January 25 
and Colombia on January 28, US Soccer 
sporting director Earnie Stewart said. 
The news came a day after Berhalter, 
whose contract as US coach ended last 
Saturday, admitted kicking his future 
wife Rosalind in a 1991 incident he said 
was being used against him in a threat-
ening manner. Claudio Reyna, a former 
US captain and current sporting director 
at MLS’ Austin FC, and his wife Danielle 
admitted in statements to The Athletic 
and ESPN that they pressed US Soccer 
Federation executives with details about 

Berhalter’s past. The moves came after 
Berhalter told Gio Reyna, their 20-year-
old son who plays for Borussia Dort-
mund, that he would have only a limited 
role at the Qatar World Cup. Berhalter 
and Claudio Reyna played together on 
youth and high school teams as well as 
the US national squad and their wives 
were college teammates at the University 
of North Carolina. US Soccer is investi-
gating Berhalter and the incident as well 
as conducting a World Cup review while 
considering who will manage the Amer-
icans in the upcoming home-field World 
Cup cycle. Berhalter said he underwent 
counseling after the kicking and he has 
not repeated any physical incidents. “It 
was a shameful moment and one that I 
regret to this day,” Berhalter said. “There 
are zero excuses for my actions that 
night.” Danielle Reyna challenged Ber-
halter’s characterization of the incident. 
(Agencies)

MEXICO: Former UFC fighter Phil Bar-
oni has been arrested in Mexico after 
allegedly killing his girlfriend in a hotel 
room dispute. The prosecutor’s office in 
the state of Nayarit confirmed the news 
on Wednesday following initial reports 
in the local media. Baroni, 46, is said to 
have called police to his room at the Jar-
din San Pancho Hotel just outside the 
resort of Puerto Vallarta on January 1, 
claiming that he had found his girlfriend 
unresponsive following an argument. 
Baroni reportedly told officers that he 
had rowed with the woman, named 
only as Paola, after she had admitted 
to cheating on him. He alleged that he 

had thrown her into the shower, telling 
her to wash herself, but she had slipped 
and hit her head, according to reports. 
The former fighter claimed he had then 
helped his girlfriend into bed and went 
to the store, only to return to find her 
dead. Police are said to have found the 
woman’s body naked and with bruising. 
(Agencies)

DUBAI: The founder and lead driver of 
an Emirati racing team has described 
this month’s Hankook 24 Hours Dubai 
endurance race as one “to survive” and 
is determined to do the UAE proud. Saif 
Al-Ameri, 32, will be behind the wheel 
for the all-Emirati Rabdan Motorsport 
team in the GT3 Category Cup at Dubai 
Autodrome on Jan. 14 and 15. It will be 
the second successive year the team will 
be competing after they finished the 

challenging race last year. Al-Ameri is 
relishing the test in an event that is ex-
pected to attract more than 80 top local, 
regional and international teams. “From 
my experience last year, the Hankook 
24 Hours Dubai is going to be a drive to 
survive, of surviving the race itself. It was 
one of the most challenging races that I 
experienced and it will be no different 
this year especially as there will be a lot 
of top drivers taking part. (Agencies)
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PARIS: Addressing the nation on New 
Year’s Eve, French President Emman-
uel Macron put the country on alert 
for another period of political tur-
bulence.  The 45-year-old, speaking 
from the Elysee palace, acknowledged 
the “anxieties” of many people amid 
rocketing food prices, worries about 
the war in Ukraine and lingering con-
cern about Covid-19. But he vowed to 
press ahead with plans to push back 
the retirement age, starting later this 
month -- a widely unpopular move 
that even some political allies worry 
is unwise in the current context. “As I 
promised to you, this year will be the 
year of reform to the pension system 
which aims to balance our system for 
the years and decades to come. We 
need to work more,” said the centrist, 
who was re-elected last April.  Large-
ly fruitless talks to try to win over 
France’s labour unions continued this 
week, led by Prime Minister Elisabeth 

Borne, but the battle lines between the 
government and its opponents are al-
ready drawn. Offers to water down the 
changes -- by raising the retirement 
age to only 64, instead of the 65 initial-
ly targeted -- appear unlikely to sway 
many voters or splinter the unions, 
which are unanimously opposed. “I’ll 
say it here and I told the prime min-
ister: if the retirement age is pushed 
back to 64 or 65, the CFTD will mobil-
ise to contest this reform,” the head of 
the moderate CFDT, Laurent Berger, 
told reporters as he left Borne’s office 
on Tuesday. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Under the patronage of the 
Acting Minister of Media, Dr. Majid 
bin Abdullah Al Qasabi, the Ministry 
of Media launched the “Saudi Konoz” 
initiative, one of the initiatives of the 
human capacity development pro-
gram. Launching the imitative came 
during the final Media Excellence 
Award ceremony held at Abu Baker 
Salem Stage in Boulevard Riyadh City 
by the Ministry of Media Wednesday. 
Konoz initiative aims to document the 
cultural richness and civilizational and 
intellectual contribution of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia, and to highlight 
the success stories of the Saudi citizen 
at all levels by working with local com-
panies to produce contents of the best 
international standards in the field of 
artistic production, to be directed to all 

groups. Executive Director of Konoz 
initiative, Abdullah bin Saad Al-Ah-
mari stated that the official launch of 
the initiative comes within the frame-
work of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 
and its interest in developing the pro-
duction of local visual content, to re-
flect the treasures that the Kingdom 
abounds in from all sides, adding that 
the initiative completed a number of 
documentaries projects during the 
previous stage. It is worth mentioning 
that Konoz initiative has published 
more than 6 movies during the last 
period, the most recent of which was 
the “Saudi Atlas” series, which aimed 
to highlight the aesthetics of the King-
dom’s cities through short films that 
achieved great popularity on various 
platforms. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Incarcerated for-
mer prime minister Najib Razak has 
submitted a petition to the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention (UNW-
GAD) seeking a release from prison or 
retrial of his SRC International case. 
At a press conference, Najib’s law-
yer, Shafee Abdullah, maintained that 
the former Pekan MP’s appeal in the 
Federal Court had “serious defects” 
and went against the “rules of interna-

tional justice”. Najib began his 12-year 
jail sentence in August after the apex 
court affirmed his conviction and sen-
tence in the SRC case. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: In in an appeal 
to governments everywhere, UN 
human rights chief Volker Turk has 
called for ending arbitrary detention 
“once and for all.” “At the start of this 
year – the 75th anniversary year of 
the” Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights”– I call on governments and 
all detaining authorities, globally, to 
amnesty, pardon or simply release 
all those detained for exercising their 
rights,” he said in a statement on 
Wednesday. “Reach into your hearts, 
review their cases, and make a choice 
to begin this year with a step in the 
direction of the vision of the Univer-
sal Declaration --a world in which all 
people live free and equal, in dignity 

and rights.” The Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights (UDHR) was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly 
in Paris on 10 December 1948.  The 
milestone document set out, for the 
first time, fundamental human rights 
to be universally protected, and has 
been translated into more than 500 
languages. Throughout 2023, the UN 
human rights office, OHCHR, said it 
will run a campaign to showcase the 
importance and continuing relevance 
of the Universal Declaration. Activ-
ities and advocacy will be centered 
around three tracks: promoting uni-
versality and indivisibility, looking to 
the future, and sustaining the human 
rights ecosystem. (APP)

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden 
indicated he has finally decided to grasp 
the politically thorny issue of illegal im-
migration, announcing a speech on 
Thursday, followed by a visit to the trou-
bled US-Mexico border itself likely next 
week. “I’m going to be making a speech 
tomorrow on border security,” he told 
reporters Wednesday at the White 
House. In addition to the address, Biden 

said earlier that for the first time since 
taking office two years ago he will vis-
it the border, probably on the sidelines 
of an already planned trip to Mexico 
next week. “That’s my intention. We’re 
working out the details now,” Biden 
said during a visit to Kentucky. It was 
not immediately clear where he would 
go on the border, which is more than 
1,900 miles. (Agencies)
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 Japan comments on ‘even stronger’ alliance with US

Social media may alter brains of children – study

TOKYO: Japan seeks to strengthen its 
military ties with the US, the country’s 
prime minister, Fumio Kishida, has 
said ahead of a visit to Washington. His 
statement came amid tensions between 
the US and China over Taiwan and as 
North Korea has been ramping up mis-
sile tests. “We will show to the rest of 
the world an even stronger Japan-US 
alliance, which is a lynchpin of Japa-
nese security and diplomacy,” Kishida 
told reporters on Wednesday, as quoted 

by the Associated Press. “We will also 
show our further cooperation toward 
achieving a free and open Indo-Pacif-
ic.” Kishida will meet with President 
Joe Biden in Washington on January 

13. According to the White House, the 
leaders will discuss tensions with Chi-
na and North Korea, as well as Russia’s 
military operation in Ukraine. “Presi-
dent Biden will reiterate his full support 
for Japan’s recently released National 
Security Strategy, its presidency of the 
G7, and its term as a non-permanent 
member of the United Nations Security 
Council,” White House spokeswoman 
Karine Jean-Pierre said in a statement 
on Tuesday. (Agencies)

NEWYORK: Habitually checking 
social media as a young teenager 
is linked to hypersensitivity to peer 
feedback and may potentially lead to 
permanent changes in the brain’s re-
ward and motivation centers, neuro-
scientists at the University of North 
Carolina suggested in a study pub-
lished on Tuesday in JAMA Pediat-
rics. The study looked at a group of 
169 teens as their brains developed 
between the ages of 12 to 15 and 

their self-reported use of Facebook, 
Instagram and Snapchat. When 
those with usage the researchers 
classed as “habitual” – meaning 
they checked their accounts 15 or 

more times a day – played a game 
that modeled feedback in the form 
of peer approval, they became in-
creasingly sensitive to that feedback. 
Brain scans showed increased activ-
ity in areas associated with reward 
processing, concentration, regula-
tion and control, and the researchers 
observed that these appeared to con-
tribute to positive feedback loops, 
further increasing their sensitivity to 
peer approval. (Agencies)

Amazon to cut more than 
18,000 jobs, CEO says

Deadlock deepens in US 
House speaker showdown

CES gadget gala looks to 
shake off economic gloom

Bomb cyclone smashes 
into California

S. Korean police find 
Chinese man missing 

from Covid quarantine

Ex-Nato boss urges  
‘consequences’ for China 

if it attacks Taiwan

WASHINGTON: Amazon announced 
Wednesday it will cut more than 
18,000 jobs from its workforce, cit-
ing “the uncertain economy” and the 
fact that the online retail giant had 
“hired rapidly” during the pandemic. 
“Between the reductions we made in 
November and the ones we’re shar-
ing today, we plan to eliminate just 
over 18,000 roles,” said CEO Andy 
Jassy in a statement to his staff. The 
company had announced 10,000 lay-
offs in November. Jassey said the 
company’s leadership was “deeply 
aware that these role eliminations 
are difficult for people, and we don’t 
take these decisions lightly.  “We are 
working to support those who are 
affected and are providing packages 
that include a separation payment, 
transitional health insurance bene-
fits, and external job placement sup-
port,” he said. Some of the layoffs 
would be in Europe Jassey said, add-
ing that the impacted workers would 
be informed starting on January 18.  
He said the sudden announcement 
was being made because “because 
one of our teammates leaked this in-
formation externally.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The deeply-riven 
US House of Representatives was 
engulfed in crisis for a second day 
running Wednesday as fresh rounds 
of voting failed to produce a winner 
in the race for speaker. Conservative 
hardliners have been blocking estab-
lishment pick Kevin McCarthy in a 
humiliating standoff that has para-
lyzed the lower chamber of Congress 
since it flipped to narrow Republican 
control after the new year. A faction 
of around 20 renegade Republicans 
denied the California congressman 
a majority in three drawn-out votes 
on Wednesday -- a day after blocking 
his path in an opening trio of ballots. 
Increasingly bitter infighting -- de-
scribed by Democratic President Joe 
Biden as “embarrassing” -- has made 
the 2023 speakership race the first in 
a century to require multiple rounds 
of voting. The stalemate has left the 
chamber unable to swear in mem-
bers, fill committees, adopt rules 
for legislating or negotiate a path 
through the paralysis. (Agencies)

LAS VEGAS: The annual CES con-
sumer electronics extravaganza 
throws open its doors in Las Vegas 
on Thursday as the industry looks 
to the latest innovations to help cure 
the pain of an ailing global economy. 
High inflation, lingering supply chain 
troubles, and tech company layoffs 
provide a dark backdrop for technol-
ogy’s premier trade show where more 
than 100,000 attendees are expected 
from around the world until Sunday. 
Consumer Technology Association re-
search director Steve Koenig remind-
ed CES goers of previous innovations 
from smartphones to high-speed in-
ternet that soared to success after the 
“last big economic downturn” more 
than a decade ago. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: A bomb cyclone 
smashed into California on Wednes-
day, bringing powerful winds and 
torrential rain that was expected to 
cause flooding in areas already sat-
urated by consecutive storms. Au-
thorities issued ominous warnings 
of threats to life and property for a 
vast stretch of the most populous 
US state, focused around San Fran-
cisco and Sacramento. Forecasters 
said gusts of up to 70 miles (110 ki-
lometers) an hour and intense rain 
could pummel the region through 
Wednesday, with the downpour 
continuing into Thursday. Meteo-
rologists at the National Weather 
Service said there could be “wide-
spread flooding, roads washing out, 
hillsides collapsing, trees down, 
widespread power outages, imme-
diate disruption to commerce, and 
the worst of all, likely loss of human 
life.” California Governor Gavin 
Newsom declared a state of emer-
gency “to support response and re-
covery efforts,” while San Francisco 
established an Emergency Opera-
tions Center. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korean police to-
day found a Chinese man who went 
missing after testing positive for 
Covid-19 upon arrival, and said he 
would be taken to a quarantine fa-
cility and could later be charged 
under a disease control law. The 
man’s disappearance after testing 
positive for Covid upon arrival at 
Incheon airport on Tuesday and be-
ing ordered into quarantine raised 
concern about increasing infections 
after China abandoned a tough “ze-
ro-Covid” policy and prepares to 
scrap travel restrictions as its cases 
rapidly increase. “The person was 
found at a hotel in Seoul this after-
noon,” a police officer said, adding 
the man in his 40s would be taken to 
a facility to spend the stipulated sev-
en days in quarantine. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: Democratic countries should 
make it clear the “severe economic con-
sequences” China would face should 
it move against self-governed Taiwan, 
the former Nato secretary-general said 
during a visit to the island today. China, 
which claims Taiwan as its own despite 
strong objections of the democratic is-
land, has been ramping up pressure on 
Taiwan to assert its sovereignty claims, 
including almost daily Chinese air force 
missions near the island over the past 
three years. Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
drew a parallel between Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and China’s military 
aggression towards Taiwan, saying dem-
ocratic countries must work in unity to 
ensure a Ukraine victory in order to deter 
a Chinese attack on Taiwan. (Agencies)

UN human rights chief calls for release  
of all those arbitrarily detained

Biden announces first US-Mexico border visit
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LIMA: After a fortnight-long break, 
Peruvians took to the streets again 
on Wednesday, blocking roads coun-
trywide to demand the resignation of 
President Dina Boluarte, who took 
over from her ousted predecessor 
in December. Protesters used stones 
and burning tires to barricade main 
routes in the southern regions of 
Puno, Cusco, Apurimac and Areq-
uipa, as well as Junin in the center, 
chanting for Boluarte to leave. In the 
capital Lima, police dispersed doz-
ens of demonstrators with tear gas 
as they tried to reach Congress, while 
in Arequipa, officers used tear gas to 
break up hundreds of protesters. Bo-
luarte took over on December 7 as the 
South American country’s first wom-

an president following the impeach-
ment and arrest of Pedro Castillo af-
ter he tried to dissolve Congress and 
rule by decree. Castillo, a leftist for-
mer rural school teacher and union 
leader, faced vehement opposition 
from Congress during his 18 months 
in office, and had been the subject 
of numerous criminal investigations 
into allegations of widespread graft. 
His ouster sparked nationwide pro-
tests, with Peru’s rights ombudsman 
reporting 22 people killed in clashes 
and more than 600 injured. Boluar-
te’s government declared a 30-day 
nationwide state of emergency, while 
she attempted to calm the uproar by 
seeking to bring forward elections. 
(Agencies)

Peruvians clamor anew for president’s removal

Macron and France brace for stormy January

Ministry of media launches Saudi “Konoz”  
initiative to document cultural richness

Najib goes to UN council for retrial of SRC case


