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WASHINGTON: US authorities on 
Thursday charged five former po-
lice officers with murder over the 
fatal beating of a Black man in Mem-
phis, as the southern city braced for 
possible civil unrest and President 
Joe Biden urged demonstrators to 
protest peacefully. Tyre Nichols, 29, 
was stopped on January 7 for what 
the Memphis Police Department said 
was reckless driving. After a chase 
ensued, “police brutalized him to 
the point of being unrecognizable,” 
family attorneys Ben Crump and 
Antonio Romanucci said in a state-
ment. The five officers, who are also 

Black, were fired after an internal 
investigation found them to have 
deployed excessive use of force and 
to have failed to render aid, police 
said. Nichols was taken to hospital 
in critical condition, according to 
police, where he died on January 10. 
Officials said police video of the ar-
rest would be released after 6:00 pm 
Central time Friday (0000 GMT Sat-
urday). Nichols’s death at the hands 
of police immediately recalled the 
May 2020 killing of George Floyd, 
another Black man whose suffoca-
tion by a white police officer in Min-
neapolis was caught on film  Video 

of Floyd’s death spread rapidly, 
sparking a massive wave of protests 
nationwide, sometimes violent, and 
leading to scrutiny of race relations 
and police brutality in the United 
States. In addition to second-de-
gree murder charges, the officers in 
Memphis are also facing indictments 
of aggravated assault and aggravat-
ed kidnapping. “After everyone sees 
the video, I don’t think they’ll have 
any questions about those charges,” 
District Attorney Steve Mulroy told 
CNN. Memphis is the second-largest 
city in Tennessee and is 65 percent 
African-American. (Agencies)

Five US police officers charged with beating Black man to death Madison Square Garden’s facial recognition 
blacklisting sparks outcry

Pakistan voices concern over regional instability 
fueled by ‘generous’ arms supplies to India

All eyes on turnout as Tunisia votes  
again after boycott

France’s bill from natural disasters in 2022 expected 
to reach nearly $11B

NEW YORK: The heated debate over 
facial recognition technology has a 
new flashpoint: Manhattan’s celebrat-
ed Madison Square Garden, home to 
the New York Knicks basketball team 
and countless Billy Joel concerts. 
The operator of the arena, where Joe 
Frazier defeated Muhammad Ali in 
1971’s “Fight of the Century,” is under 
fire for using the software to identify 
and eject certain lawyers from events 
at the venue -- because they are as-
sociated with ongoing litigation in-
volving MSG. Local lawmakers want 
to halt the crackdown, which rights 
campaigners say is a gross abuse of 

a technology that is already raising 
fears about privacy and control from 
America to China. “When the rich 
and powerful are free to use facial 
recognition to track the public it puts 
everyone else at risk,” said Albert Fox 
Cahn, executive director of STOP, a 
nonprofit that advocates for privacy. 
“Here we see a chilling example of 
how petty the retaliation can be,” he 
told AFP. Last October, Barbara Hart 
and her husband were approaching 
their seats at “The Garden” for a Bran-
di Carlile concert to celebrate their 
wedding anniversary when security 
guards stopped them. (Agencies)

GENEVA: With the international and re-
gional security environment worsening, 
Pakistan has expressed concern over 
the “generous” supply of conventional 
and non-conventional weapons to India, 
saying it was eroding the strategic stabil-
ity in South Asia. “The regional security 
environment continues to deteriorate 
primarily because of the hegemonic pol-
icies of the largest State,” Ambassador 
Khalil Hashmi told a UN panel, without 
naming India. The Pakistani envoy was 
addressing the Geneva-based Confer-
ence on Disarmament, a 65-member 
forum established by the international 
community to negotiate arm control and 
disarmament agreements, which began 
its session on Tuesday. Ambassador 
Hashmi said that those hegemonic poli-
cies drew strength from the “generous” 

supplies of conventional and non-con-
ventional weaponry, technology and 
platforms from multiple sources. “They 
are also inspired by the nuclear excep-
tionalism afforded to this State (India) in 
contravention of long-standing non-pro-
liferation principles, norms and rules,” 
the Pakistani envoy said in an apparent 
reference to the 2008 India-US civilian 
nuclear agreement. “The net effects of 
these developments in South Asia are 
clear: strategic stability in the region is 
eroding,” he said, adding, “The largest 
State continues to relentlessly pursue 
strategic domination and operationalize 
dangerous doctrines. “Even more wor-
ryingly, these developments are acceler-
ating the pace of defiance by this State 
of international law, particularly the UN 
Security Council resolutions.” (Agencies)

TUNIS: Tunisians are to vote again 
on Sunday in elections for a parlia-
ment stripped of its powers, the final 
pillar of President Kais Saied’s re-
make of politics in the country. The 
second-round vote comes as Tunisia 
grapples with a grave economic cri-
sis and deep political divisions over 
Saied’s actions in July 2021. Some 
262 candidates, including just 34 
women, are running for 131 seats 
in an election whose first round last 
month saw just 11.2 percent of reg-
istered voters take part. That was 
the lowest turnout of any national 
vote since the 2011 revolt that over-
threw Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. The 
final round comes 18 months after 
Saied sacked the government and 
suspended parliament, later mov-
ing to dominate the judiciary and 
bringing in a constitution last July 
that gave his office almost unlimited 
executive power. Youssef Cherif, the 
director of Columbia Global Centers 
in Tunis, said Tunisians had a “lack 
of interest” in politics. “This parlia-
ment will have very little legitimacy, 
and the president, who is all-power-
ful thanks to the 2022 constitution, 
will be able to control it as he sees 

fit,” he said. Lawyer and political ex-
pert Hamadi Redissi said the new as-
sembly would “not have to approve 
the government, nor can it censor 
it without a two-thirds majority” of 
both parliament and a council of re-
gional representatives, whose make-
up has yet to be defined. The legis-
lature will have almost zero power 
to hold the president to account. As 
during the first round, most political 
parties — which have been sidelined 
by a system that bans candidates 
from declaring allegiance to a polit-
ical grouping — called for a boycott. 
On the streets of Tunis, campaigning 
has been muted, with few posters on 
the walls and few well-known can-
didates. And despite Saied’s break 
with the traditional political class, 
many Tunisians are sceptical of all 
politicians. (Agencies)

PARIS: The cost of natural disasters in 
France in 2022 is expected to reach €10 
billion (nearly $11 billion), the highest 
level since 1999, the French Insurance 
Federation (FFA) said Thursday.  The 
year 2022 was a “terrible year” in terms 
of climate events in France, FFA Pres-
ident Florence Lustman told Europe 

1 Radio. Lustman said that natural di-
sasters have caused an average of €1 
billion in damage since the 1980s. Re-
ferring to extreme weather conditions 
such as severe hailstorms, hurricanes 
and floods in 2022, she pointed out that 
France had an “exceptional year” on 
the drought front as well. (Agencies)

EU mission to Armenia will fuel  
confrontation, says Russia

Israel, Gaza militants trade missiles after  
deadly West Bank raid

‘Unbridled’ dollar closes at historic high of 
Rs262.60 in interbank

MOSCOW: Russia on Thursday ac-
cused the EU of seeking to fuel “geo-
political confrontation” by sending a 
civilian mission to monitor Armenia’s 
volatile border with Azerbaijan. Mos-
cow has sought to maintain its role as 
a powerbroker between the ex-Soviet 
republics despite being bogged down 
in its offensive in Ukraine. On Monday, 
the EU launched a civilian mission to 
help monitor Armenia’s border with 
Azerbaijan, bolstering the bloc’s role in 
a region viewed by the Kremlin as its 
sphere of influence. The mission has 
been launched during what Armenia 
describes as a “humanitarian crisis” 

ravaging the breakaway region of Na-
gorno-Karabakh. Since mid-Decem-
ber, a group of Azerbaijanis have been 
blocking the only road into Karabakh 
from Armenia to protest what they 
claim is illegal mining causing envi-
ronmental damage, leading the moun-
tainous region of some 120,000 people 
to run short of food, medicines and 
fuel. Russia’s foreign ministry said on 
Thursday the EU mission would “only 
fuel geopolitical confrontation in the 
region and exacerbate the current con-
tradictions”. Moscow accused the EU 
of seeking to expand its influence in the 
region at Russia’s expense. (Agencies)

GAZA CITY: Israel and Palestinian 
fighters in the Gaza Strip traded missile 
fire on Friday, raising fears of a further 
escalation after one the deadliest army 
raids in the occupied West Bank in years. 
Israel said in response to the missiles, it 
“targeted an underground rocket man-
ufacturing site” belonging to Hamas 
and a north Gaza military base used by 
the Palestinian militant group. There 
were no reported casualties on either 
side and most of the rockets fired from 
the coastal Palestinian enclave were 
intercepted by Israel´s air defence 
system. Islamic Jihad said the rockets 

were “part of a message” to show that 
“Palestinian blood is not cheap”. Both 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad had vowed 
to respond to Israel´s raid Thursday in 
the West Bank. Nine people were killed 
by Israeli forces during the raid on the 
crowded Jenin refugee camp, where 
gunshots rang through the streets and 
smoke billowed from burning barri-
cades. Another Palestinian was killed 
on Thursday by Israeli fire in separate 
West Bank unrest near Ramallah. In 
Jenin, calm returned on Friday, with 
businesses across the city shuttered as 
part of a general strike. (Agencies)

KARACHI: The US dollar contin-
ued its upward momentum in the 
local currency markets on Friday 
as the greeback touched Rs262.60 
in the interbank and Rs265 in the 
open market, Dunya News report-
ed. The dollar surged by Rs7.17 to 
reach Rs262.60 in the interbank 
trade, the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP). The local currency depre-
ciated 2.73 against the greenback. 
The PKR was closed at Rs255.43 
on Thursday.  Economic experts 
and business community fear that 
extraordinary weakening of the Pa-
kisni rupee since yesterday will not 
only trigger inflationary pressures 
in the consumer markets, but also 
multiply the cost of loans.  There 
were reports that the weakening of 
the local currency has jacked up the 
cost of loans up to Rs3,950 billion. 
The dollar has gained Rs30.11 in the 
interbank market since Thursday as 
forex companies removed a cap on 
the exchange rate. According to Re-
uters, The Pakistani rupee fell 9.6% 
against the dollar on Thursday, cen-
tral bank data showed - the biggest 

one-day drop in over two decades 
- in a slump that may persuade the 
International Monetary Fund to re-
sume lending to the country. The 
drop comes a day after foreign ex-
change companies removed a cap on 
the exchange rate, a key demand of 
the IMF as part of a programme of 
economic reforms it has agreed on 
with the cash-strapped South Asian 
nation. The currency s official val-
ue closed at 255.4 rupees against 
the dollar versus 230.9 on Wednes-
day, the central bank said. Facing 
an acute balance of payments crisis, 
Pakistan is desperate to secure ex-
ternal financing, with less than three 
weeks  worth of import cover in its 
foreign exchange reserves, which 
fell $923 million to $3.68 billion in 
the latest data. Pakistan secured a 
$6 billion IMF bailout in 2019. It was 
topped up with another $1 billion 
last year to help the country follow-
ing devastating floods, but the IMF 
then suspended disbursements in 
November due to Pakistan s failure 
to make more progress on fiscal con-
solidation. (Agencies)

Death toll in DR  
Congo boat accident 

put at 72

Phew! Truck-sized  
asteroid misses Earth

KIGALI: At least 72 people are con-
firmed to have died after a motorized 
boat capsized last week in a river in 
Equateur province in northwestern 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
authorities said Thursday.  The boat 
was headed to the neighboring Repub-
lic of Congo when it sank at night on 
the Lulonga River on Jan. 17 near the 
town of Basankusu. “The toll is 72 bod-
ies were recovered and buried and 67 
people are still missing while 148 peo-
ple survived,” the provincial Minister 
for Humanitarian Actions, Luc-Didier 
Mbula, told journalists. The boat was 
overloaded with people and goods, 
according to authorities. Initial reports 
had indicated that approximately 145 
people were missing after the accident. 
The latest figures were released follow-
ing an assessment commissioned by 
the provincial authorities, Mbula said, 
adding there were roughly 287 people 
on board. More than 40 people died in 
October when a boat capsized down-
stream of Wendji-Secli locality about 
20 kilometers (12 miles) southwest of 
Mbandaka in Equateur. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: A truck-sized asteroid 
that suddenly loomed out of the dark-
ness a few days ago -- with the Earth in 
its sights -- sailed harmlessly past us on 
Thursday, space scientists said. Despite 
what we’ve seen in movies like “Arma-
geddon,” no global mission to blow it 
up or knock it off course with nuclear 
weapons was required. Instead, Asteroid 
2023 BU whizzed past without incident 
and back out into the blackness of space. 
Phew. The rock, which was spotted for 
the first time on Saturday by an amateur 
stargazer in Crimea, came closest to the 
southern tip of South America at around 
0029 GMT Friday, according to scientists 
who were tracking it. At its nearest point, 
the asteroid was just 2,200 miles (3,600 
kilometers) from Earth’s surface -- just a 
quarter of the height of many of the geo-
stationary satellites that make our tele-
phones and car navigation systems work. 
Amateur astronomer Gennadiy Borisov, 
who had already spotted an interstellar 
comet in 2019, raised the alarm over the 
weekend, alerting fellow space-watchers 
to the previously unknown celestial body. 
(Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: The ‘Disaster Manage-
ment Information System’ (DMIS) 
has been launched in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province to ensure quick 
access of disaster management au-
thorities to accurate actionable infor-
mation and better handling of disas-
ters with modern management skills 
to minimize losses to human lives. 
This system has been launched as a 
result of extensive collaboration and 
work between the International Res-
cue Committee (IRC) and the Provin-
cial Disaster Management Authority 
(PDMA) KP keeping in view the chal-
lenges encountered with informa-
tion management previously. While 
speaking at the concluding day of a 
two-day comprehensive training ar-
ranged by the IRC for 52 PDMA field 
assistants and divisional reporting of-
ficers from across the province here 
on Thursday, Director General PD-
MA-KP, Sharif Hussain explained that 
the DMIS system is developed as per 
geographic contextual needs and it 
entails comprehensive modules on in-

cident reporting, relief management, 
monitoring of water levels in rivers, 
integration of weather updates with 
MET office and camp management 
information. He further explained 
that the key innovation under the 
DMIS is the GIS component, which 
will enable PDMA to plot all the inci-
dences on a map and generate a dai-
ly situation report. “This information 
will support relief organizations in 
planning and implementation of hu-
manitarian response. Moreover, the 
system can record public grievances, 
which are routed to the concerned 
district administration for corrective 
actions,” the DG said. Sharif Hussain 
said these modules are designed ho-
listically to address a pre and post-sce-
nario where the DMIS serves as an 
early warning system and in the af-
termath of a disaster provides timely 
information for a speedy coordinated 
response based on real-time informa-
tion. The system is cognizant of the 
challenges faced in the supply chain 
and therefore a module is in place to 

issue automated supplies based on 
the inputs from respective districts. In 
her remarks on the occasion, Country 
Director IRC-Pakistan, Shabnam Ba-
loch, said that the IRC is collaborating 
with the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) at the na-
tional level as well. Such collabora-
tion will pave way for policymakers 
and humanitarian agencies to make 
informed decisions during the phases 
of relief, early recovery, and reha-
bilitation of populations that are im-
pacted by calamities. She explained, 
“Pakistan is particularly vulnerable to 
climate shocks but has little capacity 
to invest in preventative infrastruc-
ture. It is imperative that these initia-
tives are scaled up and resources are 
allocated towards a climate resilient 
Pakistan”.The two-day IRC training 
for PDMA field assistants and divi-
sional reporting officers from across 
the province was aimed at providing 
hands-on training to these officials 
along with supplementary resources 
for DMIS. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Communication & 
Works (C&W) Department, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa has started the New 
Year 2023 with renewed determina-
tion to serve the people in a better 
manner. In this regard, a workshop 

was organized at C&W Department 
on 19th January 2023 where the tech-
nical staff of C&W Department from 
across the province was trained on 
the latest technology for road mainte-
nance and condition monitoring, said 
a press release issued here on Friday. 
It is important to highlight here that 
the C&W department is the first gov-
ernment department in the country 
to introduce the latest technology to 
monitor the road network in the prov-
ince. C&W’s new technology uses 
‘Artificial Intelligence (AI)’ to detect 
deterioration in road conditions and 
the C&W Department can use this 
data to develop future maintenance 
plans. It is also the first department 
that has introduced ‘e-bidding’ to in-
troduce transparency. Speaking on 
the occasion, the Secretary C&W De-
partment, Engineer Syed Imtiaz Hus-
sain Shah said that to bring efficien-
cy in the way the department works, 
we should adopt new technology. He 

stressed the fact that the technology 
will enable the C&W Department to 
have optimal use of the development 
budget for road maintenance and im-
prove transparency. He further said 
that with the availability of such im-
portant data about the road network 
in the province, we shall use this in 
the upcoming ADP 2023 and make 
road maintenance plans using this 
data. He further directed the tech-
nical staff of the C&W department 
to learn the new technology demon-
strated in the workshop and use it for 
making maintenance plans for roads 
in the future. He further said that the 
C&W Department will take up the 
development with the P&D Depart-
ment to make it a mandatory part of 
all future PC-I for road maintenance. 
The workshop was attended by the 
Chief Engineers, Superintendent en-
gineers, executive engineers, SDOs, 
and GIS staff of the C&W Depart-
ment. (APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 264 266

China Yuan 35.71 36.11

Japanese Yen 2.5 2.54

Saudi Riyal 67.25 67.9

U.A.E Dirham 69.75 70.45

UK Pound 313 316

Euro 275.75 278.5

Australian Dollar 178.5 180.9

Canadian Dollar 187.5 189.7

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs. 
174700

Rs. 
160141

Rs. 
152863

Rs. 
131025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs. 
149800

Rs. 
137316

Rs. 
131075

Rs. 
112350

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs. 14980 Rs. 13732 Rs. 13108 Rs. 11235

Per 
Ounce 

Rs. 
424700

Rs. 
389306

Rs. 
371613

Rs. 
318525

Cold and partly cloudy weather to prevail  
in most KP

SLO PEC Riaz Khattak promoted to BS-19

Renowned food outlets sealed for  
compromising on public safety

Seminar on women health awareness 
 organized at KMU

PML-N does not believe in political  
victimization: Muqam

Mushroom farming creates livelihood  
opportunities, promotes healthy intake

Power suspension for Peshawar,  
Chakdara notified

Billboards guiding tourists installed at  
scenic spots of KP by KPCTA

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Mete-
orological Center Peshawar on Fri-
day predicted cold and partly cloudy 
weather in most districts of the 
province, while very cold in upper 
districts and hilly areas. It said that 
light rain with light snow over the 
hills is likely to occur over Chitral, 
Upper & Lower Dir, Malakand, Bun-
ner, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, Batt-
agram, Torghar, Mansehra, Abbot-
tabad, Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, 
Orakzai, Hangu, Kurram, North & 
South Waziristan districts. Scattered 
light rain/drizzle with isolated slight 
thunderstorms and wind is likely to 
occur over Haripur, Swabi, Mardan, 
Peshawar, Nowshera, Charsadda, 
Kohat, Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Tank 
and D.I. Khan districts in the eve-

ning and night. During the last 24 
hours, cold and partly cloudy weath-
er prevailed over most parts of the 
province, while very cold in upper 
parts and hilly areas. The maximum 
and minimum temperatures record-
ed in centigrade at different sta-
tions of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were Peshawar City 19/03, Chitral 
06/-9, Timergara 17/04, Dir 09/-5, 
Mirkhani 06/-5, Kalam 06/-16, Dro-
sh 05/-5, Saidu Sharif 17/01, Pattan 
19/03, Malam Jabba 06/-9, Takht 
Bhai 17/04, Kakul 09/-5, Balakot 06/-
5, Parachinar 06/-16, Bannu 17/02, 
Cherat 12/-2, D.I. Khan 22/04. The 
lowest temperatures recorded in the 
province were -16�C in Kalam, -09�C 
in Chitral and -08 �C in Tirah valley 
of Khyber district.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Senior Law Of-
ficer (SLO) at Provincial Election 
Commissioner (PEC), Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Riaz Ahmad Khattak has 
been promoted from BS-18 to BS-
19, said a notification issued here 
on Friday. Riaz Ahmad Khattak had 
joined the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) in 2008 as Law Of-

ficer. He had obtained his degree in 
law from the International Islam-
ic University, Islamabad and also 
served as Civil Judge from 2001 to 
2004. He belongs to a respectful and 
educated family of district Karak, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while his fa-
ther late Mumtaz Ahmad had served 
in the education sector. (APP)

PESHAWAR: On the instructions 
of Deputy Commissioner Peshawar 
Shafiullah Khan, the district admin-
istration conducted night-time raids 
on renowned food outlets in the city. 
Assistant Commissioner Rao Hashim 
inspected various restaurants, marts 
and hostels on University Road, said 
a press release issued here on Fri-

day. Afghan Sadaqat Juice Corner, 
Pot Snooker Club and Dehliz Pizza 
were sealed for not having fire safety 
equipment. Similarly, the managers 
of Silver Dragon, University Tikka 
and Islamia Restaurant were arrest-
ed for compromising on public safe-
ty. Legal action was initiated against 
the arrested managers. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Medical Uni-
versity (KMU) Peshawar Institute 
of Nursing Sciences organized a 
women’s health awareness seminar 
conducted by scholars Badil, Zeenaf, 
Shair Khan, Obaidul Haq, Hizbullah, 
and Zubair Ahmed of PhD Nursing 
Batch II. The objective of the semi-
nar was the role of healthy women 
in creating a healthy society. Accord-
ing to a press release issued here on 
Friday, chief guest of the event was 
Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq vice-chancellor 
of KMU while Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Saleem Gandapur Registrar, Ms. 
Akhtar Bano Principal Post Grad-
uate College of Nursing, Dr. Sabi-
ha Khanum Director KMu-INS, Dr. 
Dildar Muhammad in-charge Post 
Graduate Nursing Program, Dr. Naj-
ma Naz and other participants were 
also present in the event. A large 
number of faculty and students of 
different nursing colleges in Pesha-
war also participated in the semi-
nar. In the seminar, PhD scholars 
elaborated on the problems of an-
tenatal care, racism, gender-based 
violence, sexual harassment, and 
women’s mental health. The exhi-
bition of posters related to women’s 
health was also arranged during the 
seminar, in which the participants 
showed keen interest. Addressing 
the seminar, vice-chancellor Prof. Dr. 

Zia ul Haq appreciated the presen-
tations and academic quality of the 
PhD scholars. He said that consider-
ing the number of women in society, 
we have to give special importance 
to their health care and especially in 
the context of nurturing our future 
generations. He said that nursing 
has a key role in the health system. 
KMU has been focusing exclusively 
on nursing education since its in-
ception. He said that apart from the 
need of 900,000 nurses in Pakistan, 
there is a greater demand for nurs-
es than doctors in the international 
market, so in view of this impor-
tance, KMU has increased the num-
ber of BS Nursing seats from 100 to 
5000 in the last two years. KMU is 
the only university in the country 
where nursing education and train-
ing is being given from BS and Mas-
ter Upto PhD level. Prof. Dr. Zia ul 
Haq emphasized that nurses are the 
backbone of the health care system, 
along with the increase in their num-
ber; we are facing the challenge of 
enhancing their professional quality, 
for which various measures are be-
ing taken. The KMU Registrar Prof. 
Dr. Muhammad Saleem Gandapur 
also appreciated the work of PhD 
nursing scholars and expected them 
to continue their studies with more 
zeal and enthusiasm. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister for Political and Public Af-
fairs and Culture Heritage, Engr Amir 
Muqam has said that Pakistan Muslim 
League-N did not believed in political 
victimization of opponents and law 
would take its own course in Fawad 
Chaudhry case. Talking to media per-
sons in London, Amir Muqam said de-
spite of political victimization of PMLN 
leaders during the Imran Khan gov-
ernment, his party showed great polit-
ical tolerance and kept distance from 
all kinds of political victimization. “We 
want to take all political parties along 
to take the country out of an existing 
difficult economic situation”, he add-
ed. To a question, he said the poor per-
formance of PTI, which ruled KP for 
nearly nine and six months, could be 
judged from the fact that the Bus Rap-
id Project (BRT) in Peshawar was con-
structed on very high cost while PTI’s 
flagship billion trees project was taken 
over by the NAB that exposed Imran 
Khan’s claims of good governance. 

He claimed that the official helicopter 
of the KP government during the PTI 
tenure was used like a rickshaw by Im-
ran Niazi for personal political gains 
and used by the KP police for personal 
security. To a question, he said the pro-
cess of caretaker setup in KP has been 
completed after the administration of 
oath to the Caretaker Chief Minister 
Azam Khan and his 14 members’ cabi-
net. He said Imran Khan’s Wazir Abad 
firing drama has been exposed be-
fore the masses. He said that leveling 
baseless allegations against state in-
stitutions and dragging it into politics 
by PTI have tarnished the country’s 
image. To another question, he said 
that the menace of terrorism would be 
defeated with unity and national cohe-
sion. He said PML-N Quaid Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif would soon come 
to Pakistan while the Party’s Senior 
Vice President and chief organizer, 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has already 
started her journey to her home coun-
try. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The increasing trend 
of mushroom farming, the grow-
ing of fleshy and edible fruit bodies 
of several species of macrofungi, is 
not only serving as a source of live-
lihood for people hard-pressed in a 
prevailing economic recession but 
also promotes the intake of healthy 
and nutritious food among people. 
As the growing season of mushrooms 
starts in October, stocks of nutritious 
food have started arriving in shops of 
vegetables, attracting the attention of 
customers towards bell-shaped fungi. 
“Customers are showing interest in 
this food which is new as it is being 
introduced in vegetable markets a 
couple of years earlier,” informs Di-
yar Khan, a shopkeeper at Vegetable 
Market in the Firdous area of Pesha-
war. People, especially city dwellers, 
asked about mushrooms during the 
four months of summer when the 

cultivation stops due to climatic con-
ditions, Diyar added. He said 250 
grams of mushroom are sold at a 
price of Rs.100 and has become a part 
of the list of the grocery in the major-
ity of homes. Diyar also shared that 
the number of mushroom growers is 
increasing which helped in maintain-
ing its price at reasonable rates. “Tri-
al base training about the cultivation 
of mushrooms through the modern 
technique of farming has generated 
interest among youth and women 
folk to opt it as a source of livelihood,” 
apprised Sher Muhammad, an expert 
in Mushroom farming who also owns 
a farm in Peshawar. Training by pri-
vate institutes, and non-governmen-
tal organizations, is showing positive 
results by diverting the attention of 
several people towards this source 
of livelihood benefiting people of all 
ages and gender.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Friday 
notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132KV Chakdara Grid 
Station on January 30 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. The maintenance work would 
affect consumers of 11kv Khadag-
zai, Khanpur, City Chakdara, Shahi 

Khel, Yar Steel and Swat Motorway 
feeders. It said the power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
University Grid Station on 28th and 
31st January from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Resultantly, consumers of 11 
KV Achini, Abdara, Sufed Dheri and 
Pawaka feeders will face inconve-
nience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Culture and Tourism Authority 
(KPCTA) has installed billboards at 
famous tourist attractions for guid-
ance and facilitation of visitors. 
According to KPCTA here Friday, 
billboards are installed on roads 
of Chakdara, Timergara, Khazana 
Bypass, Dir Lower, Panah Kot Chi-
tral road Dir Upper, Swat, Kalam, 
Malam Jabba, Miandam, Miandam 
picnic spot, Shangla top, Gabeen 
Jabba, Nathiagali, Thandiani Road 
Abbottabad, Mansehra, Naran, and 
Kaghan. The sign boards were men-
tioned with helpline number 1422 

for assistance of visitors. Visitors can 
easily acquire information related to 
weather, famous tourist places, traf-
fic and emergency center of KPCTA. 
The boards were installed for the 
first time and depict the commitment 
and professional approach adopted 
by KPCTA to guide visitors and pro-
mote tourism sector of KP province.  
Director General KPCTA, Bakhtiar 
Khan said that facilitation of tourists 
is vital to promote tourism sector and 
installation of boards were meant to 
facilitate visitors and provide them 
easy access to get needed informa-
tion. (APP)
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Pakistan’s energy crisis continues to find new risks as one of its 
main liquified natural gas (LNG) suppliers has failed to send its 
cargo to the country. This is a significant blow to the country’s en-
ergy sector, which is already struggling to meet the increasing de-
mand for electricity. The LNG cargo failure is likely to result in a 
significant shortage of natural gas, which is a crucial fuel source 
for power generation in Pakistan. This could lead to an increase 
in power cuts and load-shedding, causing significant disruption to 
businesses and households. It could also hit the industries that are 
dependent on natural gas as fuel source and that could impact the 
economy as well. The situation is also likely to put additional pres-
sure on Pakistan’s already struggling economy. The energy crisis 
is likely to result in higher costs for businesses, which could lead 
to job losses and a decrease in economic activity. Furthermore, the 
increased demand for alternative fuels such as oil and coal could re-
sult in higher imports, further widening the country’s trade deficit. 
The government must take swift action to address the LNG cargo 
failure and the potential impact it could have on the country’s ener-
gy situation. This could include negotiating alternative LNG supply 
agreements and exploring alternative sources of natural gas such 
as domestic shale gas and renewables. The will-we-won’t-we situa-
tion around Russian oil imports is also a lingering question, and one 
that the government needs to address quickly to provide clarity on 
short- and medium-term supply lines to meet our energy produc-
tion needs. Of course, the reliance on LNG ever since the terminals 
were first constructed has only added problems to the energy mix 
instead of alleviating them. For this, the government should also 
invest in infrastructure and technology to reduce the dependence 
on natural gas and diversify the energy mix.

Gas Crisis

FREQUENT changes in the forma-
tion of the Joint Investigation Team 
(JIT) probing the gun attack on former 
prime minister Imran Khan in Wa-
zirabad has resulted in ‘needless con-
troversies and legal complications’, di-
minishing the prospects of a fair probe 
into the assassination bid, law enforce-
ment experts told Dawn. Though the 
dust is yet to settle in the wake of the 
confrontation between rival political 
parties over the Wazirabad case, the 
federal government made a surprise 
entry with a ‘parallel team’ on Jan 22, 
something the provincial authorities 
alleged was a bid to influence the in-
vestigation process. A week after the 
Parvez Elahi government reconstitut-
ed the investigation team — headed by 
Ghulam Mehmood Dogar — probing 
the assassination bid on Imran Khan, 
the federal government constituted 
its own JIT headed by former Punjab 
IG Rao Sardar Ali Khan. Interesting-
ly, Rao Sardar is disliked by the PTI 
because it was under his watch that 
the PTI’s long march in May last year 
was crushed, while Mahmood Dogar 
is not palatable to PML-N for his pur-
ported proximity to the PTI-PML-Q 
alliance. Commenting on the legal 
complications in the wake of the new 
JIT formed by the federal government, 
a police expert expressed disappoint-
ment, saying that the chances of fair 
investigations into the high-profile gun 
attack case have further decreased 
after the government instituted a “par-
allel investigation body” to probe the 
same case. “The notification issued on 
Jan 22 has not cleared the legal status 
of the JIT formed by the Punjab gov-
ernment to investigate the case,” the 
police officer said, declaring the new 
JIT a case of ‘overriding’ by the feder-
al government. To a question, he said 
that there were some instances in the 
past when the federal government in-
tervened and formed a JIT to investi-
gate the high-profile terrorism cases 
lodged by provinces. Referring to the 
murder case of slain PPP leader Bena-

zir Bhutto lodged with the Rawalpindi 
police under anti-terrorism charges, 
the expert said the government had as-
signed the probe to the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA). Articles 142 and 
143 of the Constitution vested the fed-
eral government with powers in this 
respect, the officer said. “If any provi-
sion of an Act of a Provincial Assem-
bly is repugnant to any provision of 
an Act of Majlis-i-Shoora (Parliament) 
which Majlis-i-Shoora (Parliament) is 
competent to enact, then the Act of 
Majlis-i-Shoora (Parliament), wheth-
er passed before or after the Act of 
the Provincial Assembly, shall prevail 
and the Act of the Provincial Assembly 
shall, to the extent of the repugnancy, 
be void,” reads Article 143. However, 
the JIT in the Wazirabad case is still 
an anomaly, since instead of a federal 
agency, the Centre has delegated the 
task to the provincial police. “The legal 
position of the previous JIT [formed 
on Jan 14] formed by the Punjab gov-
ernment is yet to be officially declared 
null and void,” the police expert add-
ed.According to an official source, the 
attack on the former premier and the 
subsequent investigation team formed 
to investigate the case have remained 
at the centre of the controversy since 
the start. Soon after the suspect was 
arrested, his ‘confession’ was leaked to 
the media, and later on, questions were 
raised on the veracity of the investiga-
tion carried out by the high-profile JIT. 
He said the move to form a new JIT by 
the federal government has turned this 
probe into more of a “political issue 
than a legal one”. The JIT formed on 
Jan 22 by the PDM government is fifth 
in the case. The first JIT was formed 
in November 2022 by the Punjab gov-
ernment with DIG Rustam Chohan its 
convener. However, the PML-N ruling 
the Centre rejected the joint investiga-
tion body, raising questions pertaining 
to the violation of rules. It had declared 
that the case lodged under anti-terror-
ism charges required the represen-
tation of officers from spy agencies. 

On Nov 10, the JIT got a makeover 
and Dera Ghazi Khan RPO Khurram 
Ali Shah was made its chief, and DIG 
Chohan was removed. On Nov 15, the 
JIT was reconstituted, again. The ap-
pointment of then-Lahore CCPO Ghu-
lam Mahmood Dogar –who was asked 
by the federal government to report to 
the Establishment Division and later 
faced suspension upon refusal – as the 
head of the re-constituted JIT added 
fuel to the controversy. The police of-
ficial told Dawn that controversies had 
continued to haunt the investigating 
body due to a political rift between po-
litical parties at the helm of affairs in 
the Centre and Punjab. The confronta-
tion hit a crescendo in January when 
the four members of the JIT gave di-
vergent points of view and wrote a let-
ter against the JIT convener, Ghulam 
Mahmood Dogar. In retaliation, Mr 
Dogar, in a written complaint, sought 
action against the four members un-
der disciplinary proceedings, resulting 
in the removal of these members from 
the probe body for allegedly leak-
ing official information to the media. 
Though the former CCPO claimed the 
involvement of multiple shooters in the 
attack on Imran Khan, his team mem-
bers contested the narrative. Mr Dog-
ar was backed by PTI for apparently 
endorsing that the attack on Mr Khan 
was pre-planned while the PML-N 
came out in the support of sacked JIT 
members who did not agree with Mr 
Dogar’s theory. Subsequently, on the 
written complaint of the JIT convener, 
Punjab Prosecutor General Chaudhry 
Khaliquz Zaman carried out a detailed 
inquiry and held the JIT members, in-
cluding RPO Syed Khurram Ali Shah, 
guilty of serious charges. Following 
the inquiry report, they were removed 
and the JIT was constituted, again. But 
the after the formation of its own JIT 
by the federal government, the status 
of the JIT formed by the Punjab gov-
ernment remains in limbo.

Courtesy: DAWN

Chinese Vice Premier Liu He and US 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen met 
in Switzerland last week to manage 
differences and “prevent competition 
from becoming anything ever near 
conflict.” It was the highest-ranking 
contact between the two sides since 
their respective presidents met last 
November – and it couldn’t be at a 
better time. Amid all the talk of decou-
pling, the importance of the US-China 
relationship looms large. According to 
a recent Bloomberg report, trade be-
tween the US and China is on track to 
break records despite heavy talk from 
Washington politicians of decoupling 
from the Asian powerhouse. The re-
port says this is “a signal of resilient 
links between the world’s top econo-
mies amid the heated national secu-
rity rhetoric in Washington.” Federal 
government data through November 
2022 shows that imports and exports 
last year will add up to an all-time 
high, or at least come very close. We 
won’t have the complete picture from 
the US side until February – but Bei-
jing’s full-year figures show a record 
trade balance of $760 billion. Despite 
the administration of President Joe 
Biden’s ‘Buy American’ plan and trade 

protectionist policies like the Inflation 
Reduction Act, all signs are pointing 
to increased trade with China. That is 
also despite the trade war initiated by 
his predecessor, former president Don-
ald Trump, and several ongoing World 
Trade Organization (WTO) disputes. 
In one famous example, Luxshare Pre-
cision, a Chinese manufacturing firm, 
won a contract to produce Apple’s new 
premium iPhone models. Reports the 
month prior suggested heavy specula-
tion that the American tech giant was 
planning to leave China altogether. 
These were clearly incorrect.  Along 
with this, the US is vying for some 
key European markets to expand out 
of China. But that also doesn’t look to 
be the case. For instance, the German 
auto industry giant Mercedes Benz 
plans to keep up business with Chi-
na and considers the Asian country a 
“very important market,” regardless of 
what politicians say. Mercedes Benz’s 
Head of Production Joerg Burzer clar-
ified this in a January interview with 
Bloomberg TV. According to him, the 
automaker wants to keep its supply 
chain because of resilience, reliability 
and because of the carbon footprint. 
The process of globalization is about 

reducing friction. That means reducing 
obstacles that get in the way between 
people and the goods and services they 
want. China, with a relatively cheap 
but skilled labor force, means that 
goods and services can be more acces-
sible if utilized. That is to say, China’s 
inclusion in the global supply chain is 
helping reduce friction.All companies 
want to reduce friction. It is their natu-
ral inclination. Their goal is to get their 
product or service into the hands of as 
many people as possible. That’s why 
companies aren’t following along on 
politicians’ plans to divest from China. 
Because doing so would create more 
friction in the global supply chain; it 
would erect giant metaphorical walls 
between people, goods and services. 
To be sure, there are instances where 
globalization doesn’t get its way and 
the crude values of imperialism win 
over. For example, many Americans 
would like to tour places like Cuba or 
the Democratic Republic of Korea – 
and certainly many companies could 
make a fortune in helping them – but 
unfortunately, American imperialism 
won out. 

Courtesy: RT
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Analysis: Parallel JITs ‘diminish’ chances of fair Wazirabad probe
— By Asif Chaudhry

Why US-China trade is on track to break records despite all the politics
— By Bradley Blankenship

The government is being urged, by 
leaders in the Information Tech-
nology (IT) sector, to improve its 
policies for the sector. The busi-
nesspeople believe the sector holds 
high potential to emerge as a lead-
ing export earner and can help fix 
the ongoing balance of the inter-
national payment crisis. “IT is still 
one of the top five export-earning 
sectors in Pakistan at present,” said 
SAP Pakistan Country Managing 
Director Saquib Ahmad. According 
to Arif Habib Limited, Pakistan’s 
IT export stood at $1.33 billion in 
the first half (Jul-Dec) of the cur-
rent fiscal year 2023 – 2% higher 
than the $1.30 billion earned in 
the same period last year. Speak-
ing at a round table conference on 
‘Digital Transformation and Cloud 
Migration’ on Wednesday, Ahmad 
highlighted that, “IT exports hold 
high potential for notable growth 
going forward, but the existing 
policies remain a hindrance.” As 
per details, the government is not 
allowing foreign IT firms to repa-
triate profits to their headquarters 
abroad amid a drop in foreign ex-
change reserves. “This is hurting 
foreign investors and blocking the 
flow of new foreign direct invest-
ment (FDIs) into the country,” said 
Ahmad. Speculations indicate that 
the amount on hold in repatria-
tion by all foreign firms stands at 
around $1 billion. Another IT in-
dustry official told The Express 
Tribune that they had asked the 
government to allow IT exporters, 
including freelancers, to hold 100% 

of their foreign income in special 
foreign currency accounts. “The 
central bank may limit withdrawal 
to 65% of the total income,” he add-
ed. The central bank, however, has 
only allowed IT exporters to retain 
35% of their total foreign income 
and sell the remaining 65% to the 
government in exchange for Paki-
stani rupees; it has also put several 
conditions on the use of the 35% 
retained amount as well. “Such 
policies will not encourage IT pro-
fessionals to bring their foreign in-
come to Pakistan. They would rath-
er manage their income in foreign 
banks.” IT exports from Pakistan 
stood at $4 billion in the calendar 
year 2022, including roughly $500 
million earned by freelancers in 
the year, the official estimated. 
Official inflows, however, stand 
comparatively low. Pakistan is 
facing a crisis of trained human 
resources despite hosting huge 
talent nationwide, highlighted the 
SAP MD. “Change management 
(mindset) is the biggest hurdle for 
digital transformation across the 
world, including Pakistan. Employ-
ees feel insecure about their jobs 
and, hence, are reluctant towards 
digital change,” said Ahmad. “To 
address the issue, SAP is offering 
free-of-cost training programmes 
to students at schools and univer-
sities in Pakistan with effect from 
January 1, 2023,” he said, adding 
that the training is offered on the 
SAP software.

Courtesy: Express Tribune

‘IT policies hurting foreign investment’
— By Salman Siddiqui

Insurance and Takaful
The word ‘’TAKAFUL’’ is de rived 
from the Arabic word Kafala, which 
means to guarantee one another, to 
help and to take care of one’s needs. 
It is a scheme based on brotherhood, 
solidari ty, and mutual assistance 
which provides mutual financial aid 
and assistance to the participants 
in case of need whereby the partic-
ipants mutually agree to contrib ute for 
the purpose. Based on the principle 
of ta’awun (mutual assistance) and 
tabarru (voluntary contribution). The 
operation of the concept must be with-
in the spirit of sha riah. In conventional 
insurance, the risk is transferred from 
the in sured to the insurer. Takaful, on 
the other hand, is based on shared 
risk. Each participant donates to a 

takaful fund and in the event of loss, 
the participant will receive the amount 
of its claim. Insurance is based on the 
com mercial factor and follows govern-
ment laws. Its principle is based on 
the purchase agreement and its pay-
ment is premium. Takaful is based 
on mutual cooperation among takaf-
ul participants based on the Wakalah 
contract between participants and the 
takaful oper ator. It is followed by Sha-
riah laws and government laws. It is 
based on the tabarru (donations) and 
its payment is a contribution. Takaful 
and insurance are very important as 
they perform the es sential function of 
providing a fi nancial safety net in the 
event something unexpected happens 
to us, such as developing a critical ill-
ness getting into an accident, in curring 

a loss of property, or even death. To 
put it generally, Takaful is like Islamic 
insurance. However, Takaful is fun-
damentally different from insurance 
in its principles and how it operates.
Takaful is not a new concept it has 
been around for centuries. Taka ful 
business allows policyholders to en-
joy the benefits of a mutu al structure 
within a shareholder wrapper. Takaf-
ul business also has an explicit ethi-
cal structure that can be marketed to 
both Muslims and non-Muslims. Al-
though both conventional and takaf-
ul business es generate profits for the 
share holders are explicitly transparent 
- in conventional insurance, they are 
not necessarily so.
– Maria Munir
– Lahore

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Quaid-e-Azam Uni-
versity (QAU) Islamabad has an-
nounced need-cum-merit scholar-
ships 2022-23 for the students of 
district Khairpur. The QAU, in that 
regard, has invited applications for 
award of scholarships from the tal-
ented and deserving BS and BS Lat-

eral students admitted in Fall-2022 
(Male/Female) only from district 
Khairpur. According to the official 
sources, as per eligibility criteria, 
the candidate and his/her father or 
guardian must have Domicile and 
Permanent Resident Certificate 
(PRC) of Khairpur District. The ap-

plying candidates must possess 75 
percent marks in their last examina-
tion passed. While, in case of CGPA 
3.00, they will be considered for de-
termining merit. Marks certificate of 
last examination passed (only year-
ly marks certificate, not earlier than 
2021) would be considered. (APP)
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Maryam Nawaz leaves from London: Marriyum

PM orders to replace Chitral’s outdated power 
grid with modern system

Former PML-N MNA Hanjra calls on PM

Bahawalpur Police: Two Inspectors promoted

Saad urges masses to use Green Line Train for 
generating revenue

Sec C&W  for early completion of uplift projects

Three bids to smuggle 1732 wheat, flour bags foiled

Commissioner for speeding up repair work  
of main canal in Dera

Investment in green technology imperative to 
mitigate severe impact of climate change

ITA conducts crackdown against public transporters

ICT admin seals clinics, shops, petrol filling stations

RPO inaugurates CCTV camera system for Lodhran

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Marriyum Au-
rangzeb said on Friday that Senior 
Vice President and Chief Organiz-
er of Pakistan Muslim League (N) 
Maryam Nawaz had left from Lon-
don for Pakistan. In a tweet, she said, 
“Maryam Nawaz Sahiba will reach 
Lahore at 3.05 p.m. on Saturday, Jan- uary 28, Insha Allah.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Thursday ordered to 
replace the outdated power grid of 
Chitral with modern infrastructure 
in order to ensure uninterrupted of 
electricity to residents. He direct-
ed the Ministry of Power to collab-
orate with Pakhtunkhwa Energy 
Development board and devise a 
strategy in this regard. Chairing a 
high-level meeting to address the 
problems of electricity in Chitral, 
the prime minister directed Minister 
for Power Khurram Dastagir Khan, 
and the Secretary Power Division 

to submit a report in this regard af-
ter holding a meeting in Peshawar. 
PM Shehbaz Sharif also stressed 
urgent measures to reduce power 
load-shedding in Chitral. He said 
ensuring facilities for the people of 
far-flung and underprivileged areas 
was the government’s top priority. 
The meeting was attended by Power 
Minister Khurram Dastagir Khan, 
Chairman Water and Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA) Lt Gen 
(Retd) Sajjad Ghani, the power sec-
retary, and the representatives from 
Chitral.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Former MNA of 
PML-N Sultan Mehmood Hanjra has 
said that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
keeps a special interest in resolving 
the problems of Kot Addu. Talking to 
journalists here, Hanjra said he called 
on the prime minister to discuss the 
political situation of south Punjab. 

During the meeting, deeply embed-
ded issues of Kot Addu district were 
reviewed particularly, he said, adding, 
Shehbaz Sharif assured of “resolving 
the problems on a priority basis”. Han-
jra said that the PM has assured of his 
support for the people of Kot Addu in 
every pain and suffering.  (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: The Police Depart-
ment, Government of Punjab has no-
tified the promotion of two police in-
spectors working in the Legal Branch 
of Bahawalpur district police to the 
post of Deputy Superintendent Police 
(DSP-Legal) with immediate effect. A 
Bahawalpur police spokesman said 
here that the Promotion board of the 
Police Department headed by Inspec-
tor General Police, Punjab has ap-
proved the promotion of two inspec-
tors of Bahawalpur district police to 
the post of DSP. “Therefore, the Police 

Department, Government of Punjab 
has notified promotion of Inspector 
(Legal) Jam Muhammad Mohsin Un-
nar and Inspector (Legal), Abdul Rauf 
Javed to the post of DSP (legal) with 
immediate effect and until further or-
ders,” he said. Regional Police Officer, 
Bahawalpur Range, Munir Ahmad Zia 
Rao, and District Police Officer, Baha-
walpur, Abadat Nisar installed ranks 
of DSP (Legal) on their shoulders. In 
this regard, a ceremony was also held 
here where the two officials got their 
promotion ranks. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Railways 
and Aviation Khawaja Saad Rafique 
Friday urged the masses to use the 
state-of-the-art Green Line Train in-
augurated by Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif for boosting the revenue. “It is 
my appeal to all the citizens to travel 
in the newly inaugurated Green Line 
Train which has been equipped with 
modern facilities,” the minister said 
while addressing the inauguration 
ceremony of the train. He said Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had person-
ally inspected the Green Line Train 
which could help 2,200 passengers 
travel daily from Islamabad to Kara-
chi in a cosy environment. The minis-
ter said the train would leave Margalla 
Railway Station at 3pm and reach Ka-
rachi at 2:20 PM the next day. The train 
would stop at Rawalpindi, Lahore, 
Khanewal, Bahawalpur, Rohri Junc-
tion and Hyderabad stations during 
the journey. Saad Rafique said the 

train would provide state-of-the-art 
services to the passengers including 
comfortable sleepers, WIFI, quality 
meals, tea, bottled water, newspapers, 
standard bedding and air-conditioned 
rooms. He said the passengers would 
have the facility of online booking and 
e-ticketing through which they can 
purchase e-tickets for their journey on 
the official website of Pak Railways or 
through the smartphone application 
which is available on the Google Play 
Store. The minister said the Green 
Line was first inaugurated in 2013 by 
then-Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 
However, its services were suspended 
by the previous government of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). He said 
the “gentry” services of Green Line 
Train had been outsourced with due 
diligence and after a competitive bid-
ding process so that more revenue 
could be generated for the depart-
ment.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Secretary Com-
munication and Works (C&W) South 
Punjab Jawad Akram directed the 
authorities to complete development 
projects as soon as possible. He ex-
pressed these views while presiding 
over a review meeting with Highway 
and Building department officials 
during his visit to Muzaffargarh and 
ordered to ensure the quality of work 
and material in ongoing projects. He 
directed the highway department 
officials to ensure the construction 
of new roads as well as plantation 
around them as it was also part of the 
projects for which regular funds have 
been allocated. Secretary C&W ex-
pressed satisfaction over the perfor-
mance of the Highway and Building 
departments. Deputy Commissioner 
Capt (R) Samiullah Farooq said that 
there were 33 road construction and 
repair projects under the supervi-

sion of the Highway Department, 
including 5 new projects, for which 
more than Rs 6.45 billion funds have 
been allocated. So far, more than 8 
projects have been completed and Rs 
3.73 billion spent on them. He said 
that the main road passing through 
the centre of the city was incomplete 
due to the non-availability of funds 
and higher authorities have been 
written for funds and it would be 
completed as soon as the funds are 
provided. Deputy Director Develop-
ment Anum Hafeez said that work 
was underway on 24 projects under 
the Building department, for which 
funds of more than 2.38 funds have 
been allocated. The projects includ-
ed Higher education, Health, Social 
Welfare, library, board of Revenue, 
Home, Jail, Judiciary, Police, Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Rescue 1122 
projects. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
foiled three bids to smuggle 1,732 
wheat, flour and fine flour (Maida) 
bags. According to a district admin-
istration spokesman, the authorities 
of the food department along with 
Potohar Division police conducted 
raids in different areas and rounded 
up three drivers namely Gul Zaib, 
Jan Muhammad and Muhammad 
Akram on recovery of 1,732 wheat, 

flour and fine flour (Maida) bags 
from their possession. He informed 
that the accused were trying to ille-
gally ship wheat flour bags out of 
the Rawalpindi division. He said the 
Food Department Rawalpindi and 
district police, on the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Rawal-
pindi, were strictly monitoring all 
the exit points of the district to foil 
wheat and flour smuggling bids. 
(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Commission-
er Dera Ismail Khan Division Amir 
Afaq has underlined the need for 
expediting the pace of repair work 
on the main water canal of Chash-
ma Right Bank Canal(CRBC) which 
was affected during the recent flood. 
He expressed these views during 
his visit to the canal to review the 
construction and repair work of the 
canal along with Chief Engineer 
WAPDA Gohar Zaman, Assistant 
Commissioner Dera Farhan Ahmed 
and Sub Divisional Officer (SDO) 
CRBC Najamul Hasan Qureshi. 
During the visit, the commissioner 

inspected various affected segments 
of the water channel and took stock 
of work progress, directing the of-
ficials concerned to further speed 
up the pace of work to restore wa-
ter supply for irrigation purposes at 
the earliest. Chief Engineer WAPDA 
gave a briefing to Commissioner 
Dera regarding the various affected 
points of the canal and the pace of 
the construction and repair work. It 
was informed that during the 2022 
floods, the CRBC-the main canal got 
damaged and work was continuing 
at a fast pace currently, work was 
underway on package III. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The National 
University of Medical Sciences’ 
(NUMS) scientific journal empha-
sized the urgent need for invest-
ment in emerging green technology 
and introduction of climate educa-
tion in curricula for mitigating the 
impact of global warming, jeopar-
dizing human health, especially of 
marginalized people. In its latest 
editorial NUMS’ “Life and Science”, 
an internationally-recognized aca-
demic journal, said, “The footprint 
of climate change is becoming more 
extreme in South Asia; India, Pa-
kistan and the Philippines” which 
are in the “high bracket” of the 
vulnerability assessment, as report-
ed by Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC). Pakistan, 
a negligible contributor to climate 
change was severely hit by recent 
heavy rainfall and floods resulting 
in the loss of life and livelihood. 
The extreme weather conditions, it 
said, bring changes in air quality, 
natural calamities, and vector ecol-

ogy which are negatively impacting 
human health.�”Human exposure to 
intense heat is associated with heat-
stroke, adverse pregnancy outcomes 
(including premature birth), acute 
kidney injury, disturbed sleep pat-
terns, mental health problems, can-
cers and worsening of underlying 
respiratory and cardiac diseases,” 
said the editorial. Life and Science, 
already added to Higher Education 
Commission’s (HEC) Journal Rec-
ognition System (HJRS) said cater-
ing to the needs of the disaster-af-
fected population remained “a key 
challenge in terms of resource con-
straints, afflicted health systems, 
changing disease burden, the pro-
vision of shelter and emergency re-
lief items, delivering lifesaving and 
livelihood assistance, water, sani-
tation and hygiene (WASH) needs, 
prevention of disease outbreaks,�ad-
dressing malnutrition, gender-based 
violence (GBV), psychosocial sup-
port (PSS), dignified protection, and 
family tracing. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Transport 
Authority (ITA) on Friday impound-
ed two public transport vehicles, 
arrested two violators and issued 
challans to the other nineteen over 
fitness issues. On the direction of 
Deputy Commissioner Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT), the Secretary 
ITA during the inspection at various 
bus and wagon stations found two 
vehicles unsafe to run on the road, 
the vehicles were impounded and the 
drivers were arrested, said a press 

release issued here. During the in-
spection, the ITA checked 28 Public 
Service Vehicles (PSVs) and issued 
tickets to nineteen, while imposed 
fine of Rs. 11,000 to various vehicles 
over the substandard condition and 
not having fitness certificates. The 
ITA officials also fined smoke-emit-
ting vehicles, warned public trans-
port drivers of stern action and said 
that vehicles without fitness certifi-
cates would not be allowed in Islam-
abad. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) administration on 
Friday sealed five shops, two illegal 
clinics, three petrol and LPG filling 
stations during a crackdown against 
violators and profiteers in different 
areas. On the directives of the Depu-
ty Commissioner ICT, assistant com-
missioners raided 134 different areas 
to ensure implementation of the rec-
ommended rates for essential items, 
sealed five shops and arrested two 
shopkeepers, said a press release 

issued by the DC office. During the 
operation, shopkeepers were fined 
Rs 12,000 for overcharging while 
seven professional beggars were 
also arrested and shifted to the police 
station. Meanwhile, 11 kilograms of 
polythene bags were also confis-
cated. During the inspection, the 
teams also sealed two illegal clinics 
over corrupt practices. Furthermore, 
three illegal petrol and one illegal 
LPG filling stations were also sealed 
over illegal activities. (APP)

MULTAN: Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Multan Dr Moeen Masud for-
mally inaugurated a control room at the 
DPO office to monitor activities in streets 
and bazaars of Lodhran city through the 
CCTV network on Friday. During a vis-
it to Lodhran, he was given a detailed 
briefing by DPO Kashif Aslam on the 
control room and monitoring process to 
maintain vigilance, said a police spokes-

man. The RPO said that the system 
would help police bring the crime rate 
down significantly and maintain peace 
in the area and added that the coordi-
nated CCTV system would help police 
fight crime effectively. Moeen Masud 
also inaugurated a new firing range in 
Lodhran and observed the facility would 
improve the proficiency and morale of 
the police, the spokesman added. (APP)

Two killed in road accident

IRSA releases 45,700 
cusecs water

MMWC to begin 
 cleanliness drive

12 arrested,weapons 
recovered

Four booked for stealing 
oil from Parco pipeline

SARGODHA: Two people were killed 
in a collision between a speeding 
dumper and a motorcycle near Daoud 
Khail here on Friday. Police said Qub-
la Khan, 50, and Shaban Khan, 43, of 
Esa Khail were travelingon motorcy-
cle when a speeding dumper hit it. 
Resultantly, the both died on the spot.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Friday released 
45,700 cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 44,800 cu-
secs. According to the data released 
by IRSA, water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam was 1495.00 feet and 
was 97.00 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow and 
outflow in the dam was recorded as 
17,700 cusecs while outflow as 25,000 
cusecs. The water level in River Jhe-
lum at Mangla Dam was 1127.60 feet, 
which was 77.60 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was recorded 
6,500 cusecs and 100 cusecs respec-
tively. The release of water at Kala-
bagh, Taunsa , Guddu and Sukkur 
was recorded 40,100, 41,900, 19,700 
and 9,400 cusecs respectively. Sim-
ilarly, from River Kabul, a total of 
11,900 cusecs of water released at 
Nowshera and 8,700 cusecs released 
from River Chenab at Marala.(APP)

MULTAN: Multan Waste Manage-
ment Company (MWMC) has an-
nounced an action plan to clean up 
the city and will start a month’s clean-
up on February 1st, next month. CEO 
MWMC Shakeel Ahmad Bhatti, while 
talking about the campaign, claimed 
that it would be the biggest-ever 
cleaning drive begun in the history 
of the City of Saints. He expressed 
his commitment to making Multan a 
waste-free zone with the best health 
standard. He said efforts were on 
to take the cooperation of students, 
Ulma and NGOs following the vision 
of a clean and green city. To get suc-
cess in the mission, MMWC sought 
the help of PHA, education, Social 
Welfare, Awqaf, Rescue 1122 and 
Forest Department, he maintained. 
Shakeel Ahmed Bhatti said civil so-
ciety and the business community 
would be taken on board in order to 
have the best results. According to 
him, they retained the all-inclusive 
patronage of the Commissioner and 
Deputy Commissioner to hold the 
drive successfully and come up with 
all expectations of the inhabitants of 
the city. (APP)

SARGODHA: Police on Friday 
claimed to have arrested 12 crim-
inals, and recovered weapons and 
narcotics. Police said Safder, Saeed, 
Sarwar, Sarmad, Shumail, Sohail, 
Aslam, Aneel, Aqeel, Asjed,Shahid 
and Raheel were arrested while16 
guns,12 pistols, 211 rounds, 333-liter 
liquor,3.7-kghashish and valuables 
were recovered from the accused. 
(APP)

FAISALABAD: Sandal Bar police 
on Friday booked four accused for 
stealing oil from the Parco main 
pipeline near Chak 58-JB. Police 
said Parco Security Officer Riaz 
Ahmed filed a complaint that Mu-
hammad Saleem, Javed, Abdul Ma-
jeed and Aslam had allegedly dug a 
tunnel near Chak No 58-JB Lehlan 
nearJhang-Sargodha bypass and 
stole a huge quantity of oil from the 
pipeline. (APP)

QAU announces merit-based scholarships for  
deserving students of Khairpur
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PM confident of deal with IMF during current month
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Friday expressed 
confidence that Pakistan would con-
clude a deal with International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) the current month 
in a bid to overcome the financial 
challenges. Addressing here at the 
launch of the Green Line train ser-
vice between Islamabad and Kara-
chi, the prime minister said the head-
way in talks with IMF would help the 
country address the current econom-
ic situation. The IMF delegation will 
be visiting Islamabad from January 
31 to February 9 to continue discus-

sions regarding the ninth review of 
the $7 billion Extended Fund Facility 
(EFF). The prime minister empha-
sized the adoption of austerity at a 
massive scale to tackle difficult eco-
nomic problems. He said the govern-
ment had set its priority keeping in 
view its foreign exchange reserves, 
thus allowing the import of medi-
cine and food as essential items. He 
said courageous nations stand unit-
ed while braving the challenges with 
resilience. Shehbaz Sharif expressed 
confidence that with dedication and 
commitment, the country would 

soon regain its glory. He regretted 
that the Green Line project, which 
was initiated during the tenure of 
then prime minister Nawaz Sharif, 
was delayed by the previous gov-
ernment in a mala fide. He endorsed 
the concept of outsourcing Pakistan 
Railways to make it better equipped 
and at par with contemporary ser-
vices. The prime minister said Main 
Line-1 (ML-1) railway track was 
a top priority for the government 
and mentioned that China was 
committed to its early completion.  
(Agencies)

14 new Corona cases reported in last 24 hours: NIH

Unregistered companies got contracts from 
past PMC body

Security remains on high alert

Faisal Kundi asks Imran Khan to start  
election campaign instead of hiding

Terror act can’t deter resolve of security 
forces: Chief Minister Balochistan

Membership of five more MPs restored

Most honest government official of 2022 to 
be honored

NA Speaker, Deputy Speaker commiserate 
with Patel over brother’s demise

ISLAMABAD: Health officials on 
Friday said that 14 new Coronavirus 
cases were reported during the last 
24 hours across the country. As per 
data shared by the National Institute 
of Health (NIH), the case positivity 
ratio was 0.32 percent while 10 pa-
tients were in critical condition. No 
death was reported from the virus in 
the last 24 hours while 4,414 corona 
tests were conducted. As many as 
416 tests were conducted in Lahore, 
out of which two cases were con-
firmed positive, while 306 tests were 
conducted in Islamabad out of which 
one was reported positive. One case 
was reported in Peshawar out of the 
247 tests with a ratio of 0.40%. Mean-
while, Minister for National Health 

Services, Regulations and Coordina-
tion, Abdul Qadir Patel said that the 
government had strengthened the 
role of Border and Health Services in 
Pakistan to deal with any sub-variant 
of Covid-19. The minister said that 
there was a surveillance system at 
all entry points of the country includ-
ing airports. He said that there will 
be rapid tests and screening of pas-
sengers at all airports. He said that 
the situation was completely under 
control and asked the general pub-
lic to avoid listening to rumors. He 
added that the Corona case passivity 
ratio was just 0.3 to 0.5 in the coun-
try while 90 percent of the country’s 
population already got the COVID-19 
vaccine.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The past manage-
ment of the Pakistan Medical Com-
mission (PMC) had awarded con-
tracts to ghost companies, which is 
a clear violation of rules and regu-
lations. According to official sourc-
es at Pakistan Medical and Dental 
Council (PMDC), these companies 
were not even registered at the time 
of bidding but they were awarded 
the contracts in violation of rules. 
They said that scams of millions of 
rupees are under inquiry against 
the former management for giving 
such contracts to these companies. 
They said that the past management 
of PMC was also involved in many 
other irregularities like the PMC 
handed over the task of inspections 
of medical and dental colleges to 
another public sector organization 
while a detailed procedure was ad-
opted by any institution seeking rec-

ognition with PMDC. As a regulator, 
the PMDC used to monitor, inspect 
and regulate all the medical and 
dental colleges, they added. Sim-
ilarly, foreign graduates were put 
under some pathway not given in 
the act as the act refers to prepar-
ing assessment criteria, they added. 
Unlike PMDC’s method of taking 
NEB exams through one recognized 
public university to register foreign 
students, the MBBS or BDS local 
students who used to give five uni-
versity exams had to give again NLE 
National licensing exit exam and 
then were given a full license, the 
source added. They said that as per 
PMDC rules the local students were 
registered by PMDC after passing 
the recognized institutions whereas 
the PMC created three exams for a 
full license, provisional license and 
temporary license. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Security of the city includ-
ing mosques, Imam Bargahs, shrines, 
religious places, markets and sen-
sitive installations remained high-
ly tightened on Juma tul Mubarak. 
CCPO Lahore, Additional IG Bilal 
Siddique Kamyana had issued di-
rections to senior police officers in-
cluding all the divisional SSP and 
SDPOs to ensure foolproof security 
arrangements in wake of the pres-
ent situation. Senior police officers 
personally visited different areas of 
the city including mosques, religious 
places, markets and business hubs 
to check the security arrangements. 
All SPs, SDPOs and related officers 
reviewed and ensured stringent se-
curity arrangements throughout 
the city. Police officials along with 
members of the Dolphin Squad and 
Police Response Unit remained alert 
and conducted effective patrolling at 
all the sensitive mosques and Imam 
Bargahs. Police checked all the vehi-

cles, particularly suspicious persons 
at entry and exit points of the city. 
Moreover, Bilal Siddique Kamya-
na directed police force to conduct 
search and sweep operations around 
religious places, sensitive instal-
lations and important areas of the 
city. Accordingly, heavy contingents 
of Dolphin Squad, Police Response 
Unit, Elite force, security agencies 
and Lahore police participated in the 
search operations. Police personnel 
checked all the suspicious persons 
in various parts of the city with the 
help of biometric and latest android 
devices. According to the spokesper-
son for Lahore Police, search oper-
ations were meant to create a sense 
of security among the citizens and to 
maintain law and order situation in 
the provincial capital. General hold-
up was also held by Lahore police in 
different areas of the city to eradicate 
criminals and anti peace elements. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister on Poverty Al-
leviation and Social Safety, Faisal 
Karim Kundi Friday asked Imran 
Khan to start campaign for the up-
coming Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa elections instead of hiding 
himself in Zaman Park. Addressing 
a presser along with the Secretary 
General Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP), Nayyar Hussain Bukhari, the 
SAPM said that Imran Khan might 
be planning to run the election cam-
paign like work from home instead 
of coming into the field. Criticizing 

PTI for their performance in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Kundi said 
that the province which was once 
peaceful is now suffering from un-
rest due to the ineffective policies 
of the PTI government. While the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government 
has no funds to pay salaries of the 
government employees. About the 
recent audio leak, the SAPM said 
that the PTI has been calling others 
thieves and dacoits but the recent 
audio leak had exposed their own 
corruption for which they should be 
held accountable.(APP)

QUETTA: Chief Minister Baloch-
istan Abdul Qudus Bizenjo said on 
Friday that the cowardly acts of ter-
ror by the miscreants can not deter 
the resolve of the security forces. He 
said this while reiterating the gov-
ernment’s resolve against the mis-
creants creating law and order and 
offering condolences to the family 
of the martyr in the terrorist attack 
on Levies post in Kutch district. The 
Chief Minister expressed grief and 

sorrow over the martyrdom of a Lev-
ies official in an attack on the post 
of the law enforcement agencies. 
“The morale of the forces is high, 
and the determination is strong,” he 
said, adding that the terrorists will 
be taken to task. The Chief Minis-
ter also prayed to the Almighty for 
the elevation of the rank of martyr 
and courage to the bereaved to bear 
this irreparable loss with fortitude. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on Fri-
day restored the membership of 
five more parliamentarians and al-
lowed them to function as members 
of the Senate, Sindh Assembly on 
filing their mandatory statements 
of assets and liabilities to the com-
mission. According to an ECP of-
ficial, the parliamentarians, who 
were suspended over non-submis-
sion of their asset details, had now 
filed their statements of assets and 

liabilities and fulfilled the legal re-
quirement in conformance with the 
relevant election laws. In total, the 
membership of three Senators and 
two members of the Sindh Assembly 
has been restored. The membership 
of three Senators including Aon Ab-
bas, Rukhsana Zuberi and Manzoor 
Ahmed has been restored. Similarly, 
the membership of two members of 
the Sindh Assembly included Syed 
Farukh Ahmed Shah and Hamir 
Singh has been restored. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Youth Association of 
Pakistan (YAP) and Accountability 
Lab Pakistan (ALP) will honor the 
most truthful and honest government 
officials in the country through In-
tegrity Icon Pakistan Campaign. An 
official of YAP told on Friday that 
as many as five government officials 
from various departments would be 
given this award in “Integrity summit 
and crowning ceremony of the Integ-
rity Icon 2022” to be held on February 
01 (Wednesday). The initiative, which 
is an annual event, aims to acknowl-
edge and appreciate those govern-
ment officials who are doing the job 
with honesty. The event will not only 

present these icons as a role model 
for the youth but will also encourage 
and promote the value of honesty and 
dignity among youth. The event will 
also spark discussion on the values 
of Accountability, Integrity and Hon-
esty and documentaries on the life 
and journey of these icons will also 
be a part of the ceremony. The public 
is gradually losing faith in the pub-
lic institutions, due to the poor state 
of governance, service delivery and 
corruption. While such initiatives will 
boost the confidence of the masses on 
the service delivery mechanism of the 
institutions through the valuable con-
tribution of these icons. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf and Dep-
uty Speaker Zahid Akram Durrani on 
Friday commiserated with Minister 
for National Health Services, Regu-
lations & Coordination, Abdul Qadir 
Patel over the demise of his brother. In 

separate condolence messages to Ab-
dul Qadir Patel, speaker and deputy 
speaker expressed their deep sorrow 
and regret over the sad demise. They 
both prayed for the deceased’s eter-
nal peace and grant of courage to the 
grieved family members. (APP)

Awareness seminar held

Health official arrested in 
corruption case

Jamali flays attack on 
Levis Post in Kachi

Robbery suspect shot 
dead in encounter

One killed, another  
injured in road accident

FAISALABAD: An awareness semi-
nar was held at Government Millat 
Degree College GM Abad under the 
aegis of Anjuman Anti-Narcotics 
DHQ hospital. The speakers, includ-
ing Psychiatry expert Dr Husnain 
Chatha, General Secretary Anjuman 
Anti-Narcotics Muhammad Anwar 
Khan, Medical Social Welfare Offi-
cer Ayesha Anjum, principal, teach-
ers and students were also present. 
The speakers said teachers’ role was 
very vital to sensitize students about 
hazardous effects of narcotics. They 
urged the students to focus on their 
education and try to save themselves 
from all typesof social evils. (APP)

SARGODHA: The Anti Corruption 
Establishment (ACE) on Friday ar-
rested a health official in a corrup-
tion case. According to a spokesman 
for the ACE, Iqtidar Hussain, a store 
keeper of Thehsil Headquarters 
Hospital Sillanwali, had prepared 
fake bills for purchasing medicines 
worth Rs 7,777,487. To which, Dep-
uty Director (Investigation) Tan-
veer Amjid conducted an inquiry 
andIqtidaar Hussain was found 
guilty. A team of the ACE arrested 
the accuse,the spokesman added.
(APP)

QUETTA: Acting Governor Baloch-
istan Mir Jan Mohammad Jamali on 
Friday condemned the terror attack 
on Levies post in Kachhi district. Ex-
pressing grief and sorrow over the 
martyrdom of the Levies’ personnel 
in the attack, he said that the Lev-
ies’ personnel are the protectors of 
the people. The Acting Governor of 
Balochistan urged law enforcement 
agencies to take concrete measures 
against those who spread fear and 
terror in the society. “Elements in-
volved in the gruesome attack shall 
be brought to justice at earliest,”. 
(APP)

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad police 
have shot dead a suspected robber 
in an encounter near Mehran Park in 
the limits of Hussainabad police sta-
tion. The police spokesman informed 
here on Friday that slain Gul Ali alias 
Gulalai, an Afghan national, was 
wanted for two big robbery incidents. 
He told that the police conducted raid 
following tip-off about the presence 
of an Afghan gang near the Park. The 
suspects opened fire on the police in a 
bid to escape but Gulalai sustained a 
fatal gunshot and was arrested but his 
other accomplices escaped, he said 
and added that the suspect was shift-
ed to the hospital but he succumbed 
to the fatal wound. (APP)

BUREWALA: One motorcyclist was 
killed while the pillion passenger 
sustained serious injuries when they 
rammed into a parked trailer on road 
at chak no 435 E/B, in the dead of night 
on Thursday. Rescue 1122 sources said 
that Shabbir Chohan (26) and passen-
ger (24), yet to be identified, were re-
turning home when they collided into 
the trailer, parked on the road and 
without back lights. Resultantly, Cho-
han was killed on the spot while his 
friend received critical injuries. They 
were resident of chak no 431-E/B, the 
sources informed. (APP)

KP Bar Council introduces group insurance for 
lawyer community

Right to Information Centre opened in Multan

Seminar on ‘Importance of Nutrients in Human 
body’ held at UoS

HARIPUR: Chairman Executive Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council Ilyas 
Khan Advocate has said that for the 
first time in history, NFC cards and 
Group Insurance were issued for 
the welfare of the lawyer’s commu-
nity.  Addressing lawyers at District 
Bar Haripur, he said that the KP Bar 
council has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Habib 
Bank to facilitate credit card and car 
financing for lawyers. The Chairman 
Executive revealed that with the help 
of NFC cards, the problem of fake 
cards would be eliminated as the 

complete data of the lawyer would be 
available on the card and it could be 
easily checked through a QR code. He 
said that with the publication of the 
KP Judgment, all the judgments of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa High Court 
would be available to the Advocates 
Commissioner and they could check 
it through the QR code. Addressing 
the ceremony, President District Bar 
General Secretary appreciated the 
steps taken by the Chairman Execu-
tive KP Bar Council for the welfare of 
lawyers and assured all possible co-
operation.(APP)

MULTAN: Right to Information Cen-
tre was inaugurated at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office here on Fri-
day. Chief Information Commissioner 
Punjab, Mahboob Qadir Shah opened 
the center which is part of the chain 
of centers across the province. DC 
Tahir Wattoo, and other district gov-
ernment officials were in attendance 
on this occasion. Speaking to the 
media after opening, Mahboob Qadir 
Shah informed that the centres were 
being set up in the province adding 
that access to information should be 
ensured from the public info officer 
office. Every government office is 
bound to provide information to an 

applicant within 14 days under the 
Right to Information Act 2013, the 
Punjab Chief Information Officer said 
and added that if a citizen wants info 
about security, or about one’s per-
sonal life, he could be denied under 
section 13 of the Act. However, he can 
obtain info about budgetary, finan-
cial, or other matters about an organi-
zation, Mr. Shah clarified. He directed 
public offices to update their websites 
so that citizens can have access to on-
line information. He maintained that 
in developed countries, this informa-
tion was available on websites, but 
unfortunately, this facility is not being 
extended in our county.(APP)

SARGODHA: A seminar on ‘Impor-
tance of Nutrients in Human body’ was 
organized by Institute of Food Science 
and Nutrition at Sargodha University 
here on Friday. In the awareness sem-
inar students were given awareness 
about modern trends in food and nutri-
tion. The seminar was attended by Dr. 
Basma Elahi from Chester University 
UK, Director Institute of Food Science 
and Nutrition Dr Anjum Murtaza, fac-
ulty members and students. Address-
ing the seminar, Dr Basma Elahi said 
that for a healthy life, it was very im-
portant to consume a nutritious and 

balanced diets, while a large number 
of people were not aware of the nutri-
tion value of food. ‘’Educating people 
about the consumption of nutritious 
foods and the quantity of food is very 
important,’’ she said. She said that in 
the field of medicine, malnutrition in 
the human body was known as dis-
ease, while substandard food reduced 
the immunity to fight against diseases, 
which did not maintain the balance in 
normal life. Dr Basma also informed 
the students about the rich nutritious 
value of food and balanced diet in or-
der to maintain healthy life. (APP)
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TOKYO: Japan and the Netherlands 
will soon agree to join the US in re-
stricting exports of semiconductor 
manufacturing equipment to China, 
Bloomberg News reported. Talks 
between the countries will conclude 
as early as Friday, with the Nether-
lands restricting ASML Holding NV 
from selling machines to China used 
to make certain types of advanced 
chips, Bloomberg reported, citing 
people familiar with the matter. Japan 

would impose similar restrictions on 
Nikon Corp, the report said. Sourc-
es have told Reuters that a deal be-
tween Dutch and US officials could 
be clinched by the end of the month 
as representatives from the two coun-
tries meet in Washington on Friday. 
Getting the Netherlands and Japan to 
impose tighter export controls on Chi-
na would be a major diplomatic win 
for US president Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration, which in October announced 

sweeping restrictions on Beijing’s 
access to US chipmaking technology 
to slow its technological and military 
advances. Without Japanese or Dutch 
cooperation, US companies would 
face a competitive disadvantage. “We 
have been in discussion with the US 
and other countries regarding the 
export-control regime,” Yasutoshi 
Nishimura, Japan’s minister of econo-
my, trade and industry, told reporters 
today. (Agencies)

Asian markets build on rally on hopes US will avoid recession

S.Korea’s rice consumption hits record low in 2022

US wants World Trade Organisation dispute system fixed by 2024

Dar offers support for execution of FSC’s decision on judgment on Riba

Export-led growth cure for country’s economic woes: Ahsan Iqbal

Tata’s Air India to seal half of jumbo plane order: sources

HONG KONG: Asian markets rose 
again Friday as fears about a possi-
ble recession in the US economy were 
soothed by data showing it grew more 
than expected in 2022, adding to the 
broadly upbeat tone across trading 
floors this year. Investors tracked a ral-
ly on Wall Street fuelled by the figures, 
while they are now awaiting the release 
of closely watched inflation data later in 
the day and then the Federal Reserve’s 

latest policy decision next week. There is 
growing hope that the central bank will 
lift interest rates by just 25 basis points, 
having slowed its pace of increases last 
month following four straight bumper 

hikes aimed at bringing inflation down 
from multi-decade highs. There was 
also a suggestion from the Bank of 
Canada that it could hold fire at its next 
gathering, following a programme of 
tightening. “The BoC’s explicit pause 
signal has many thinking whether oth-
er central banks will do likewise – note 
BoC was one of the first to start the ini-
tial hiking cycle,” said National Australia 
Bank’s Tapas Strickland. (Agencies)

SEOUL: Rice consumption in South 
Korea hit a record low last year due to 
the change in eating habits, statistical 
office data showed Friday. The per-cap-
ita rice consumption averaged 56.7 kg 
in 2022, down 0.4 percent from the 

previous year, according to Statistics 
Korea. It was the lowest since relevant 
data began to be compiled in 1962. Last 
year’s rice consumption was about half 
of 112.9 kg tallied 30 years ago. The 
consumption of rice, the country’s sta-

ple food, has been on the decline for the 
past decades amid the change in eating 
habits. The per-capita consumption of 
other grain, including barley, wheat 
and bean, declined 2.4 percent to 8.0 kg 
in 2022. (Agencies)

GENEVA: The United States is enter-
ing a third phase of talks with countries 
to reform the World Trade Organiza-
tion’s (WTO) hobbled trade dispute 
arbitration system and aims for it to 
be “fully functioning” by the end of 
2024, the US ambassador to the WTO 
told Reuters on Thursday. The WTO’s 
appeals bench, which rules on top dis-
putes, has been mothballed for over 
two years due to Trump-era blockages 
of adjudicator appointments. Under 

President Joe Biden, Washington has 
resisted calls by WTO members to ap-
prove appointments and has instead 
been leading negotiations on how to 
reboot the WTO’s dispute system. “Our 
goal is a fully functioning (dispute sys-
tem) by 2024,” Deputy United States 
Trade Representative Maria Pagan told 
Reuters in her first public comments on 
the closed-door talks, saying Washing-
ton was “very committed” to reforms. 
Asked whether it was possible to re-

vive the Appellate Body, Pagan did not 
rule it out. “I think it needs a lot of re-
vamping,” she said. The United States 
has criticized the WTO’s alleged over-
reach and lengthy processes and it has 
strongly contested some of its recent 
rulings against the United States. The 
US-led consultations with more than 
70 countries over the past year have 
involved 12 reform themes expected 
to result in concrete proposals, Pagan 
said. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Sena-
tor Ishaq Dar on Friday extended full 
support to every effort towards imple-
mentation of the decision of Federal 
Shariat Court (FSC) on judgment on 
Riba and Islamic finance system. The 
minister was chairing the first meet-
ing of the Steering Committee on the 
implementation of Federal Shariat 
Court (FSC)’s judgment on Riba, said 
a press release issued here. Minister 
of State for Finance and Revenue Dr. 
Aisha Ghous Pasha, SAPM on Finance 

Tariq Bajwa, Governor State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP), Secretary Finance, 
members of the Steering Committee 
and senior officers from Finance Di-
vision and SBP attended the meeting. 
Ishaq Dar appreciated the Governor 
SBP for his sincere efforts in making 
roadmap for implementation of Islam-
ic financing and interest free system 
and hoped that the guidance of Gover-
nor SBP will lead the implementation 
of interest free system to its logical 
destination. He also expressed satis-

faction over the role of SBP and the 
National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) for 
withdrawing appeals in the Supreme 
Court against the judgment of Feder-
al Shariat Court and paving the way 
for its implementation. The finance 
minister further expressed commit-
ment of the government to promote 
Islamic finance and eliminate interest 
based system in Pakistan in true spirit 
and achieve its goal of transformation 
within the timeframe of five years.
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Air India will on Friday seal 
half of an order for some 495 jets with 
Boeing (BA.N) and engine suppliers Gen-
eral Electric (GE.N) and CFM Internation-
al, industry sources said, as its new owner 
seeks to revive the airline and compete 
with larger rivals. After months of closely 
guarded, tough negotiations, Air India is 
set to place an order for 190 Boeing 737 
MAX narrowbody planes as well as some 
20 Boeing 787s and 10 Boeing 777X on a 
day marking one year since Tata Group 
took control of the former state-run carri-

er, two sources told Reuters. The second 
half of the order, which industry sources 
have told Reuters includes about 235 Air-
bus (AIR.PA) single-aisle jets and about 
40 Airbus A350 widebody aircraft, is ex-
pected to be formally wrapped up over 
the coming days. Senior Boeing officials, 
including Stanley Deal, chief executive 
of Boeing Commercial Airplanes, along 
with GE and CFM executives are expect-
ed in India to mark the deal on Friday. 
Despite earlier expectations of a single 
coordinated announcement, it remains 

unclear when either deal may be publicly 
disclosed, especially with the Aero India 
air show looming in February when deals 
like this are usually revealed. Manufac-
turers Boeing and Airbus, as well as CFM 
s joint venture partners GE and Safran 
declined to comment. Air India did not 
respond to a request for comment but in 
a note to employees on Friday, marking 
its first anniversary under Tata s owner-
ship, the airline said it is “finalising a his-
toric order of new aircraft to power future 
growth”. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Planning Development and Special 
Initiatives Prof. Ahsan Iqbal on Friday 
said that export-led growth is the cure 
for our economic woes for boosting 
the country’s economic growth. The 
Ministry for Planning Development 
and Special Initiatives will recom-
mend to Prime Minister, Muhammad 
Shahbaz Sharif that an export emer-
gency should be declared to take the 
country out of economic quagmire; 
said the Minister for planning, while 
meeting the top Pakistani exporters, 
said a press release issued here. The 
meeting was attended by the Export-
ers Representatives from Steel, Phar-
maceutical and Textile sectors, who 
also apprised the minister about the 

problems faced by them in the course 
of doing business and exporting indig-
enous products abroad. The Minister 
while assuring them about the full-
fledged support of the Government 
remarked that we will provide all-out 
support to the Industrial sector for re-
solving their issues. He also asserted 
that the business community should 
present to the Government of any red-
tapism or any other bottlenecks in the 
way of undertaking any venture, “we 

will cut Red Tape”, said the Minister. 
He added that the incumbent Govern-
ment is pursuing a business-friendly 
policy and promoting a conducive 
environment for entrepreneurs. The 
Minister said that in the past, we learnt 
to consume instead of earning. He also 
said that the survival of the country 
depends on the premise that whether 
we can enhance our exports from $32 
billion to $100 billion in the shortest 
possible time. The Government stands 
with the Industrial sector to attract 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and 
to push Exports. The Minister offered 
the platform of the Ministry of Plan-
ning and Development to the private 
sector for assisting in the resolution of 
their problems. (Agencies)

Tokyo stocks open higher, tracking US gains

US stock market closes higher

Italy’s finance police probe AC Milan’s $1.3B 
takeover

Gold glitters with all-time high price of 
Rs202,500 per tola

PSX witnesses bearish trend, loses 396 points

S. Korean banks’ lending rate falls in December 2022

TOKYO:Tokyo shares opened slight-
ly higher on Friday after Wall Street 
rallies on stronger-than-expected US 
economic data. The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index added 0.09 percent, or 25.26 
points, to 27,388.01, while the broader 
Topix index edged up 0.17 percent, 
or 3.34 points, to 1,981.74. “Japanese 
shares are expected to start with 
gains following rallies in US stocks,” 
Mizuho Securities said in a note. The 
US economy expanded 2.9 percent in 
the fourth quarter last year, exceeding 
analyst estimates with help from re-

silient consumer spending. While the 
GDP data did not eliminate recession 
fears, it offered a reason for optimism 
that the US Federal Reserve will man-
age to lower inflation without tipping 
the economy into a major downturn. 
On Wall Street, the Dow bounced 0.6 
percent to 33,949.41, while the broad-
based S&P 500 surged 1.1 percent 
and the tech-heavy Nasdaq logged the 
biggest gain of 1.8 percent. The dol-
lar fetched 129.75 yen in early Asian 
trade, against 130.25 yen in New York 
late Thursday. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: US stock market index-
es recorded an increase at the close of 
the trading session on the New York 
Stock Exchange. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average closed up 205.57 
points, or 0.61%, to close at 33949.41 

points, while the Nasdaq Composite 
Index rose 199.05 points, or 1.76%, 
to close at 11512.41 points. The Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 Index increased 
by 44.21 points, or 1.10%, to close at 
4060.43 points. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Italy’s finance police 
(Guardia di Finanza) launched an 
investigation Thursday into the 
sale of football club AC Milan last 
summer, the state-run ANSA news 
agency reported.  ANSA said police 
seized documents from the Milan 
offices of US investment firm Red-
Bird Capital Partners, who pur-
chased AC Milan for €1.2 billion 
($1.3 billion) on Aug. 31, 2022 after 
entering into an agreement with El-
liott Advisors UK Limited. It added 
that Blue Skye Financial Partners, 
a Luxembourg-based holding com-
pany with a minority stake in AC 
Milan, complained about former 
owners Elliott and attempted to 
block the club’s sale to RedBird. 
Following the complaints, Guardia 
di Finanza began an investigation 
and seized some documents, but 
AC Milan’s headquarters were not 
searched. Established in 1899, AC 
Milan has amassed many honors, 
including 19 Italian top-tier Serie 
A titles, seven UEFA Champions 
League trophies, five UEFA Super 
Cups and a FIFA Club World Cup. 
AC Milan are the defending Italian 
champions. In May, they won the 

Serie A after 11 years. Italian au-
thorities have begun putting foot-
ball clubs under the microscope 
to monitor their financial transac-
tions. Last week, Italian football 
powerhouse Juventus were given a 
15-point reduction in the standings 
in the Italian top-tier Serie A for 
capital gains violations. Juventus 
were reportedly being investigated 
for “false accounting” and “market 
manipulation.” The Italian Foot-
ball Federation (FIGC) confirmed 
the sanction against the Turin club 
and banned 11 former senior exec-
utives, including former chairman 
Andrea Agnelli, former vice-pres-
ident Pavel Nedved and former 
sporting director Fabio Paratici.
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The per tola price of 
24 karat gold witnessed an increase 
of Rs7,000 on Friday and was trad-
ed all-time high at Rs202,500 against 
its sale at Rs195,500 the last trading 
day.  The price of 10 grams of 24 

karat gold also increased by Rs6,000 
to Rs173,610 against Rs167,610, 
whereas that of 10 grams of 22 
karat increased to Rs159,144 from 
Rs153,642, All Sindh Sarafa Jew-
ellers Association reported.  The 
price of one tola silver increased by 
Rs50 to Rs2,200 whereas that of 10 
gram silver went up by Rs42.86 to 
Rs 1,886.14. The price of gold in the 
international market decreased by 
US $6 to US $1,930 as compared to 
its sale at US $1,936 on the last trad-
ing day, the association reported. 
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The 100-index of the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bearish trend on Friday, losing 
396 points, a negative change of 0.97 
percent, closing at 40,450.53 against 
40,846.53 points the previous day. A 
total of 191,327,163 shares were trad-
ed during the day as compared to 
364,131,735 shares the previous day, 
whereas the price of shares stood at 
Rs.7.119 billion against Rs.14.480 billion 
on the last trading day. As many as 333 
companies transacted their shares in 
the stock market, 76 of them recorded 
gains and 238 sustained losses, where-
as the share price of 19 companies re-
mained unchanged. The three top-trad-
ing companies were Pak Refinery with 
14,225,354 shares at Rs 13.61 per share, 
Cnergyico PK with 13,167,971 shares at 

Rs 3.89 per share, and Fauji Foods Ltd 
with 12,526,831 shares at Rs.5.19 per 
share. Mari Petroleum witnessed a max-
imum increase of Rs 12.29 per share 
price, closing at Rs1,450.14, whereas 
the runner-up was Hafiz Limited with 
a Rs 10.39 rise in its per share price to 
Rs.148.98. Bhanero Tex witnessed a 
maximum decrease of Rs 83.24 per 
share closing at Rs 1,026.76, followed 
by Siemens Pakistan with Rs. 49.71 de-
clines to close at Rs. 613.19. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korean banks’ lend-
ing rate fell last month owing to the 
financial authorities’ efforts to low-
er debt-servicing burden amid rapid 
policy rate hikes, central bank data 
showed on Friday. The weighted av-
erage rate for new bank loans was an 
annualized 5.56 percent in December 
2022, down 0.08 percentage points 
from a month earlier, according to 
the Bank of Korea (BOK). It marked 
the first slide in nine months as the 

financial authorities strictly monitored 
the lending practices of banks, which 
had competitively raised lending rates 
amid higher policy rates. The BOK has 
tightened its monetary policy stance 
since August 2021, lifting its key rate 
from a record low of 0.50 percent to 
3.50 percent. Rate for banks’ new cor-
porate loans retreated 0.11 percentage 
points over the month to an annual-
ized 5.56 percent in December last 
year.(Agencies)

Japan, Netherlands to restrict chip equipment exports to China

PRETORIA: US Treasury secretary 
Janet Yellen on Thursday lauded the 
Ford Motor Co’s 100-year history of 
assembling vehicles in South Africa 
and underscored Washington’s re-
solve to expand trade ties with coun-
tries that it “can count on,” includ-
ing South Africa. Yellen spoke after 

touring Ford’s plant in Silverton, a 
suburb of Pretoria, where she got be-
hind the wheel of bright yellow new 
Ranger pickup truck and spoke with 
workers and company officials. This 
is the third leg of her three-country 
trip across the African continent that 
is aimed at expanding US economic 

ties and countering China’s influence 
on the continent. The plant, which 
employs 4,000 people, is an example 
of how deeper ties between the US 
and Africa could produce good jobs 
and boost economic growth for both 
sides, Yellen told workers and com-
pany officials. (Agencies)

Yellen lauds Ford’s 100-year history in S. Africa, flags more investments
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MELBOURNE: Two of the biggest hit-
ters in women’s tennis go toe-to-toe 
when Aryna Sabalenka and Elena Ry-
bakina clash in Saturday’s Australian 
Open final in Melbourne. Belarusian 
fifth seed Sabalenka is in the form of 
her life and on the brink of a maiden 
Grand Slam crown. The 24-year-old 
comes into the showpiece under the 
Rod Laver Arena lights on a 10-match 
unbeaten streak in Australia, having 
won the Adelaide International and is 
yet to drop a set in 2023. She has defeat-
ed Wimbledon champion Rybakina in 

all of their three previous meetings. Ry-
bakina, 23, has coolly moved through 
the draw, unfazed by the snub of her 
opening match being shunted out to 
the wilderness of Melbourne Park’s 
Court 13. The Russian-born player, 

who now represents Kazakhstan, has 
accounted for three Grand Slam cham-
pions on her way to the final, including 
world number one Iga Swiatek. Jelena 
Ostapenko and Victoria Azarenka fol-
lowed on the back of Rybakina’s dom-
inant serve, which has smacked down 
45 aces so far, more than any other. 
Rybakina’s graceful power appears ef-
fortless at times, emanating from clean 
ball-striking and immaculate timing. 
Sabalenka is more brutal, her muscles 
generating spin and driving the ball 
through the court. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Julius Randle scored 
37 points to lead the New York Knicks 
to a 120-117 overtime victory over the 
NBA-leading Boston Celtics on Thurs-
day as the Dallas Mavericks held Randle 
added nine rebounds and Jalen Brunson 
scored 29 points with four rebounds, 
seven assists and a crucial block as time 
expired as the Knicks thwarted Boston’s 
comeback bid. They handed the Celt-
ics a third straight defeat on the heels of 
their nine-game winning streak. Boston’s 
Jayson Tatum celebrated his selection as 

an All-Star starter with 35 points and 14 
rebounds. Jaylen Brown scored 22 points 
with nine rebounds. But Boston’s star 
duo also combined for six key turnovers, 
and Brown missed two free throws with 

7.6 seconds remaining to hurt Boston’s 
cause. “I’m a better basketball player 
than I played today,” a dejected Brown 
said. “Those two missed free throws kind 
of embodied the whole game for me — 
didn’t get it going, didn’t give my team 
enough energy to win.” Randle, mean-
while, drained a pair of clutch free throws 
with 21.2 seconds left and RJ Barrett add-
ed another two foul shots before Brun-
son swatted away a potential game-tying 
three-pointer by Malcolm Brogdon as 
time ticked off in overtime. (Agencies)

MIAMI: There will be no favourites, 
no underdogs and nothing to choose 
between the Cincinnati Bengals and 
Kansas City Chiefs when they face off 
in the AFC Championship game on 
Sunday with a place in the NFL’s Su-
per Bowl on the line. “We know them. 
They know us. It’s gonna be fun,” said 
Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow as 
he reflected on the re-match of last 
season’s game at the same stage of 
the season. The Chiefs were 21-3 up 

at half-time in that game but led by 
Burrow, running-back Joe Mixon and 
wide receiver Tee Higgins, the Bengals 

fought back for a 27-24 overtime win 
on the road at Arrowhead Stadium. 
It was an upset result which stopped 
the Chiefs from advancing to a third 
straight Super Bowl, and while the 
Bengals lost the big game to the Los 
Angeles Rams they have proven that 
win was no fluke. In December, Cin-
cinnati defeated Patrick Mahomes and 
company again, this time at home, 
but by the same 27-24 scoreline.  
(Agencies)

MADRID: Karim Benzema and Vini-
cius Junior’s extra-time strikes earned 
Real Madrid a 3-1 win over rivals Atlet-
ico Madrid on Thursday to reach the 
Copa del Rey semi-finals. The Brazilian 
winger’s goal was a particularly sweet 
one for him after a crude effigy with his 
shirt on was hung from a bridge near 
Real Madrid’s training ground before 
the game. The spiky, gripping derby 
clash turned against Diego Simeone’s 
side in the additional period when de-
fender Stefan Savic was sent off. Atleti-
co took the lead through Alvaro Morata 

after 19 minutes but Rodrygo’s sensa-
tional slalom run past three defenders 
and slick finish pulled Madrid level with 
11 minutes remaining. After Savic’s 
99th minute red card, Benzema tucked 

home from Marco Asensio’s pass and 
Vinicius netted at the death to send Los 
Blancos through to the final four for the 
first time since 2019. “Today we had a 
very difficult game but with the char-
acter and the players that we have, we 
were able to turn it around,” Benzema 
told Teledeporte. “Suffering is not good 
– we have to score the goals earlier.” 
The build-up to the derby was tainted 
by the Vinicius effigy being strung up 
overnight, which the club described as 
“a disgusting act of racism, xenophobia 
and hatred.” (Agencies)

PARIS: New Zealander Ihaia West 
said he will try to “get back to his 
best” for Toulon with first-choice fly-
half Dan Biggar unavailable for the 
visit of Pau in the French Top 14 this 
Saturday. Playmaker Biggar will be 
missing as he prepares for the start of 
the Six Nations next week with Wales, 
who open their campaign against Ire-
land in Dublin on February 4. Toulon 
have suffered successive defeats to 

slip to ninth in the Top 14 table, seven 
points outside the play-off places. “It’s 

a good opportunity. Despite Dan’s ab-
sence, crucial games are on the way, 
which can change our season,” West 
told newspaper Var-Matin this week. 
“So I have to help the team. It’s up to 
me to succeed in getting back to my 
best.” British and Irish Lion stand-off 
Biggar moved to the Cote d’Azur from 
Northampton in December as Toulon 
added a second fly-half to their squad. 
(Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Indian trailblazer 
Sania Mirza became become top 
trend on Twitter as she burst into 
tears while addressing a speech 
during the award ceremony of 
mixed doubles final on day twelve 
of the Australian Open Tennis Tour-
nament on Friday. “My profession-

al career started in Melbourne… I 
couldn’t think of a better arena to 
finish my [Grand Slam] career at,” 
said Sania and she burst into tears 
while describing her career journey. 
She said, “Rohan was my first-ev-
er mixed-doubles partner at (aged) 
14 and we won the nationals,”. She 

a six-time Grand Slam champion, 
three in doubles and three in mixed. 
Sania said, “It was a long time ago, 
22 years ago, and I couldn’t think 
of a better person — he’s one of my 
best friends and best partners — to 
finish my career here and to play the 
final.(Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Elena Rybakina was 
described by her coach as “a sweet-
heart” and “super simple” to work 
with, but it masks a steely confi-
dence which has propelled her into 
Saturday’s Australian Open final. 
The 23-year-old is already a Wim-
bledon champion and made serene 
progress to her second Grand Slam 
final, where she will face Aryna Sa-
balenka. Rybakina is so in the zone 
that she remained unbothered when 

shunted out to the hinterland of 
Court 13 for her first-round match 
at Melbourne Park. “I really don’t 

care on which court I play,” she 
said after an extraordinary snub by 
tournament organisers for a cur-
rent holder of a major title. She is 
getting used to being overlooked. 
Born in Moscow, Rybakina switched 
nationality to Kazakhstan in 2018 
in return for financial and coaching 
assistance. She has no regrets about 
the decision and said she felt the Ka-
zakh fans accepted her at the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2021. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: You may not want to be a role 
model but a lot of people look on you 
as one. Keep that fact in mind today 
when deciding what path to choose 
next. If others believe you are worth 
following then it’s your duty to set a 
good example.
– TAURUS: You have every right to be 
proud of what you have achieved in 
recent months but don’t rest on your 
laurels just yet. The Sun in the career 
area of your chart means there will be 
new opportunities to move up in the 
world. Be ready for them.
– GEMINI: Accusations of one sort or 
another will be hurled this way and 
that today but as your conscience is 
clear you have no need to worry. You 
may in fact be called on to judge who 
is right and who is wrong in a very an-
gry dispute.
– CANCER: Allow nothing to worry 
you over the next few days, even if 
those around you fear the worst. You 
have no way of stopping what is about 
to happen but you have total control 
over how you choose to respond to it. 
Choose to be optimistic.
– LEO: The closer you work with part-
ners and colleagues over the next few 
days the more you will accomplish. At 
this time of year it is essential that you 
control your desire to be the big boss 
in all situations. It won’t hurt to let oth-

ers lead the way.
– VIRGO: You may feel a distinct lack 
of enthusiasm for what you are ex-
pected to do today but Virgo is a sign 
that always meets its commitments, so 
get on with it and do an excellent job. 
And next time, don’t get involved in 
quite so many projects.
– LIBRA: Creative activities are under 
excellent stars at the moment, so if 
there is anything of an artistic nature 
that takes your fancy just dive in and 
make it happen. You possess a great 
deal more talent than you are inclined 
to give yourself credit for.
– SCORPIO: The planets suggest you 
will be torn both mentally and emo-
tionally over the next 24 hours, espe-
cially where family matters are con-
cerned. Ultimately, you must make 
decisions according to what you be-
lieve is best for yourself and for the 
people you love.
– SAGITTARIUS: Don’t be surprised if 
a friend complains that you are spend-
ing too much time with the new people 
in your life and not enough with the 
buddies who have always been there 
for you. They may have a point. Make 
time for the old guard today.
– CAPRICORN: What you need to 
keep in mind at all times today is that 
there are people out there who won’t 
hesitate to take advantage if you make 
a mistake. Most likely it’s your money 
they are after, so don’t take risks with 
your cash or investments.
– ACQUARIUS: You have a marvelous 
ability to talk to other people as equals, 
even when there may be quite a gap 
between you socially or professionally. 
Use that skill today to form bonds of 
friendship that will benefit everyone 
concerned in the months ahead.
– PISCES: You may have to get tough 
with someone whose enthusiasm 
for an important project has waned 
alarmingly in recent weeks. Find out 
why they no longer seem to care, then 
remind them what is at stake, and 
what the penalty for failure might be.
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After Bernal, Quintana, Lopez glory years, Colombian cycling hits hard times
BOGOTÁ: A decade ago when the 
whippet-like Nairo Quintana burst 
onto the scene with stunning moun-
tain escapes, Colombian cyclists 
looked poised to take over the world. 
ut now, the country is in shock as 
three of its biggest stars flounder for 
very different reasons. At 32, Quin-
tana is still Colombia’s most popular 
“beetle” -- as its cyclists are known 

collectively -- but he cannot even find 
a team. Egan Bernal, the only Co-
lombian to win the Tour de France, 

is struggling to rediscover his former 
level after a near-fatal training crash, 
and Miguel Angel Lopez, nicknamed 
“Superman”, was kicked out of his 
team for his “probable connection” 
to a doping-tainted doctor. It has 
been a remarkable fall from grace 
for a country that was sparkling on 
cycling’s World Tour just a few years 
ago. (Agencies)

U.S. Soccer crisis deepens as top team officials quit

Ukraine could boycott Paris Olympics 
 if Russian athletes take part

From fantasy to reality as Reims coach  
Still takes on PSG

MIAMI: The United States men’s na-
tional team, already without a perma-
nent coach, was plunged further into 
turmoil on Thursday with both the fed-
eration’s Sporting Director and the na-
tional team General Manager quitting 
their jobs. Sporting Director Earnie 
Stewart is leaving to join Dutch club 
PSV Eindhoven and General Manager 
Brian McBride has stood down from 
his role, U.S. Soccer said. National 
team coach Gregg Berhalter, who guid-
ed the team to the last-16 at Decem-
ber’s World Cup in Qatar, is out of con-
tract, no longer working with the team 
and his future remains uncertain. Ber-
halter is facing an investigation by the 
federation for a 1991 domestic violence 
incident. The incident came to light 

following the controversy surround-
ing Berhalter’s tense relationship with 
Borussia Dortmund player Gio Reyna 
at the World Cup in Qatar. U.S. Soccer 
President Cindy Parlow Cone told an 
online press conference that they had 
now hired a consultancy company to 
begin a full review of the organisation’s 
sports department. (Agencies)

PARIS: Ukraine’s sports minister 
warned on Thursday his country 
could boycott the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics if Russian and Belarusian athletes 
are allowed to take part. The Inter-
national Olympic Committee (IOC) 
said on Wednesday it was seeking a 
“pathway” for Russians to take part 
in the Games despite the invasion of 
Ukraine. Ukraine’s sports minister 
Vadym Goutzeit said such a move was 
“unacceptable”. “Our position remains 
unchanged -- as long as the war con-
tinues in Ukraine, Russian and Belar-
usian athletes should not be in inter-
national competitions,” Goutzeit wrote 
on Facebook. “If we are not heard, I do 

not exclude the possibility that we will 
boycott and refuse to participate in the 
Olympics.” Russia and its ally Belarus 
have been sidelined from most Olym-
pic sports since Russian forces invad-
ed Ukraine last February. Ignoring 
calls from Ukraine to ban Russian and 
Belarusian athletes from next year’s 
summer Olympics. (Agencies)

PARIS: Aged just 30, Will Still is the 
youngest coach in Europe’s top leagues 
and enjoying a remarkable start in 
charge of Reims -- the club with the lon-
gest unbeaten run in Ligue 1 at present. 
Born in Belgium to English parents, 
Still got his first coaching experience 
with Preston’s academy before he was 
named interim coach of Belgian sec-
ond-tier side Lierse at 24. Four years 
later he was appointed by Beerschot, 
becoming the youngest-ever coach 
in Belgium’s Pro League. Reims soon 
came calling, and after briefly going 
home, he returned to Champagne coun-
try for a second spell as an assistant this 

season. In October he took over from 
Oscar Garcia, who was initially back in 
Spain for personal reasons before be-
ing sacked, with Still promoted to the 
top job on a permanent basis during 
the World Cup. ”If someone had told 
me I’d be the head coach of a Ligue 1 
side at 30, I’d have told them to punch 
me in the face,” Still recently told the 
Coaches’ Voice website. But for Still, 
whose passion for coaching emanates 
in part from hours spent playing the 
cult video game Football Manager, fan-
tasy gave way to reality when his first 
game in charge came against Paris 
Saint-Germain. (Agencies)

Sabalenka, Rybakina promise power-packed Australian Open final

Knicks edge Celtics in overtime thriller, Doncic hurt in Mavs win

Chiefs and Bengals meet again with Super Bowl on the line

Vinicius has final say as Madrid defeat Atletico to reach Copa semis

West relishing Toulon opportunity in Biggar’s Six Nations absence

Sania Mirza burst into tear in post-match presentation ceremony

‘Super simple’ Rybakina on unflappable march to second major
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Manila: The Philippines said Friday 
it intended to appeal an International 
Criminal Court decision to reopen an 
inquiry into Manila’s brutal anti-drug 
campaign, which left thousands dead.  
Former president Rodrigo Duterte, 
who initiated the drug war, pulled the 
Philippines out of the ICC in 2019, a 
year after the Hague-based tribunal 
began a preliminary probe into the 
crackdown. The ICC launched a for-
mal inquiry in September 2021, only to 
suspend it two months later after Ma-
nila said it was re-examining several 
hundred cases of drug operations that 
led to deaths at the hands of police, 
hitmen and vigilantes. The ICC prose-
cutor later asked to reopen the inquiry 
in June 2022. Announcing the probe’s 
resumption on Thursday, the ICC said 

its pre-trial chamber was “not satisfied 
that the Philippines is undertaking rel-
evant investigations that would war-
rant a deferral of the court’s investi-
gations”. Menardo Guevarra, the chief 
lawyer for current Philippine Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos’ government, 
told AFP: “It is our intention to exhaust 
our legal remedies, more particularly 
elevating the matter to the ICC appeals 
chamber.” Solicitor General Guevarra 
and Justice Secretary Crispin Remulla 
both said Manila, instead of the ICC, 
should have jurisdiction over alleged 
drug war crimes. “They are insulting 
us,” Remulla told reporters. “I will 
not stand for any of these antics that 
will tend to question our sovereign-
ty, our status as a sovereign country.” 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US said Thurs-
day it was “deeply concerned” after 
Israel carried out a military operation 
in the city of Jenin in the northern oc-
cupied West Bank, urging “all parties” 
to de-escalate. “We mourn the loss of 
innocent lives as well as injuries to 
civilians and are deeply concerned 
by the cycle of violence in the West 
Bank,” State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said in a written statement. 
“We underscore the urgent need for all 
parties to de-escalate, prevent further 
loss of civilian life, and work togeth-
er to improve the security situation in 
the West Bank,” he said. “Palestinians 
and Israelis equally deserve to live 
safely and securely.” The statement 
noted that nine Palestinians, includ-
ing at least one civilian, were killed 
in Jenin on Thursday, adding: “We 

recognize the very real security chal-
lenges facing Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority and condemn terrorist 
groups planning and carrying out 
attacks against civilians.” The Israeli 
army on Thursday carried out a large-
scale military offensive in the Jenin 
refugee camp in the northern West 
Bank which left nine people dead, 
dozens of wounded and great damage 
to buildings and property. The attacks 
came as US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken will travel to Egypt, Israel and 
the West Bank this weekend. He will 
meet with Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, Foreign Minister Eli 
Cohen and other senior officials in Je-
rusalem “to discuss the enduring U.S. 
support for Israel’s security, particular-
ly against threats from Iran,” said the 
State Department. (Agencies)
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Families of 737 MAX crash victims, Boeing face off in US court
FORT WORTH:  Carrying photos of 
loved ones killed in the Boeing 737 
MAX crashes, relatives of the victims on 
Thursday asked a federal judge to over-
haul a US criminal settlement and im-
pose tougher sanctions on the aviation 
giant. “Boeing is responsible, this is ob-
vious,” Catherine Berthet told the court. 
“Nobody was arrested or charged.” 
Berthet’s daughter, Camille, perished on 
the March 2019 Ethiopian Airlines flight, 
which followed the October 2018 Lion 
Air crash in Indonesia. Together, the 
crashes claimed 346 lives and led to the 
global grounding of the MAX aircraft 
for more than a year and a half. Some 

relatives testified through tears during 
Thursday’s three-hour hearing in Fort 
Worth, Texas, the latest twist in the bat-
tle over the Boeing enforcement that has 
pitted relatives of MAX victims against 
both Boeing and the Department of Jus-
tice. The families are challenging the 

DOJ’s deferred prosecution agreement 
(DPA) with Boeing, which required the 
aviation giant to pay $2.5 billion in fines 
and restitution in exchange for immuni-
ty from criminal prosecution for charges 
it defrauded the government during the 
certification of the MAX. The DPA, an-
nounced in January 2021, appeared to 
close the door to criminal prosecution 
of Boeing and senior leadership. But rel-
atives of the victims began challenging 
the DPA later in 2021, winning an order 
last week from US District Judge Reed 
O’Connor requiring Boeing appear 
Thursday at an arraignment in the crim-
inal case. (Agencies)

California farm shooter 
admits guilt,  

says mentally ill: report

Police protest in Haiti after 
six officers killed

Rome archaeologists search 
for start of Appian Way

UNSC must enable Kashmiris, Palestinians to 
exercise right of self-determination : Pakistan

LOS ANGELES: The man accused of 
killing seven fellow farmworkers in 
California told a US reporter Thurs-
day that he was guilty and said he 
believes he is suffering from mental 
illness. Zhao Chunli said he had en-
dured years of bullying and over-
work, but his complaints were never 
addressed, NBC Bay Area’s Janelle 
Wang reported. Wang visited the sus-
pect in jail and was able to speak to 
him for around 15 minutes in Man-
darin. She told viewers she had iden-
tified herself as a journalist and told 
Zhao he was free to choose to speak 
to her or not. “He described to me 
that he believes that he suffers from 
some sort of mental illness,” she said. 
“He’s struggled with that for a while 
and he says on Monday he was not in 
his right mind.” Zhao, 66, was arrest-
ed hours after seven people were shot 
dead on the farms where they worked 
in Half Moon Bay, south of San Fran-
cisco. (Agencies)

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Civilian pro-
testers and police marched through 
Haiti’s capital Port-au-Prince on 
Thursday to demonstrate against a 
slew of killings of police officers by 
armed gangs in worsening violence 
in the Caribbean nation. Streets were 
blocked with barricades the day af-
ter gangs, who control much of Haiti 
and regularly kidnap people for ran-
som, attacked police headquarters 
in Liancourt, a town in the north of 
Haiti, killing six officers. The protest-
ers tried to storm the offices of Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry and ran onto 
the runway of Toussaint Louverture 
International Airport, disrupting air 
traffic. Schools were shut down for 
the day. On Wednesday, two officers 
were killed by attackers before four 
others were dragged outside the po-
lice station and “executed,” police 
commissioner Jean Bruce Myrtil 
told local radio. US officials “con-
demn the gang violence that killed 
several Haitian National Police of-
ficers & call for calm amid ongoing 
protests,” the assistant US secretary 
of state for Western Hemisphere Af-
fairs, Brian Nichols, said on Twitter. 
Fourteen police officers have been 
killed by armed gangs since the be-
ginning of the year, according to the 
National Union of Haitian Police 
Officers. Haiti, the poorest nation in 
the Americas, has been gripped by 
a worsening political and econom-
ic crisis, triggered by the July 2021 
assassination of president Jovenel 
Moise.(Agencies)

ROME: All roads lead to Rome, as 
the saying goes, and the most pres-
tigious is the Appian Way, the strate-
gic highway for the Roman Empire 
now hoping to become a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. A paved road 
of more than 500 kilometers (310 
miles) begun in 312 B.C. by Roman 
statesman Appius Claudius Caecus, 
the “Via Appia” is an archaeological 
treasure trove, where an ongoing 
excavation hopes to uncover the 
actual starting point of the road in 
Rome. The artery leading south 
to the key port of Brindisi at Ita-
ly’s heel provided a gateway to the 
eastern Mediterranean, especially 
Greece, and was of strategic impor-
tance for the armies and merchants 
of a quickly expanding Rome.  
(Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan told 
the UN Security Council Thursday 
that enabling the people of Palestine 
and Kashmir to exercise their right 
of self-determination must be the 
15-member body’s “priority objective.” 
“People are at the core of the world 
order envisaged in the UN Charter,” 
Ambassador Munir Akram reminded 
delegates, as he spoke in a debate on 
‘investing in people to enhance resil-
ience against complex challenges’ in 
the context of building and sustaining 
peace. Obviously, the Pakistani envoy 
said, over the last seven decades, in-
sufficient attention has been accorded 
to “the ‘peoples’ of our United Na-
tions”. “Although most of the peoples 
of the 193 Member States of the UN 
have exercised their right to self-deter-
mination, there are several who have 
been prevented from exercising this 

right due to foreign occupation and 
suppression,” he said, adding, “Two 
of the most intractable conflicts in 
the Council’s agenda — Palestine and 
Jammu & Kashmir — continue to fes-
ter, and threaten international peace 
and security, due to suppression of the 
right of self-determination through 
foreign occupation.” “Enabling the 
people of Palestine and Jammu & 
Kashmir to exercise their right to 
self-determination must be a priori-
ty objective of the Security Council,” 
Ambassador Akram stressed. Recog-
nizing the failure of ensuring the uni-
versal respect for human rights due to 
double standards and political priori-
ties of some of those who “champion” 
human rights, he pointed out that the 
United Nations did not succeed in pro-
moting higher living conditions either. 
(Agencies)
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RGMBS concludes  
2nd edition

Petr Pavel, Czech war hero 
in presidential run-off

RIYADH: Riyadh Global Medical Bio-
technology Summit (RGMBS) con-
cluded on Friday. It was held under the 
patronage of Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown 
Prince, and Prime Minister, and inau-
gurated by Prince Abdullah bin Bandar 
bin Abdulaziz, Minister of the Nation-
al Guard. The summit was organized 
by the Ministry of the National Guard, 
through its Heath Affairs Department, 
King Abdullah International Medical 
Research Center, and King Saud bin Ab-
dulaziz University for Health Sciences, 
in cooperation with a strategic partner 
the Ministry of Investment. The summit 
aimed at displaying the complementary 
roles of ministries and various govern-
ment institutions in upgrading the qual-
ity of medical biotechnology outcomes. 
The second edition of RGMBS saw a 
number of panel sessions with the par-
ticipation of the Minister of Investment, 
Eng. Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al-Falih, Min-
ister of Industry and Mineral Resources 
Badar Al-Khorayef, CEO of the Saudi 
food and Drug Authority (SFDA) Dr. 
Hisham Aljadhey, and Chief Executive 
Officer of Ministry of National Guard’s 
Health Affairs, Bandar Al Knawy. The 
panel sessions discussed a number of 
topics on ideas and aspirations in the 
biotechnology field, including efforts to 
develop the sector and enhance its in-
dustrial and investment trends in order 
to innovate a “health industry, biotech-
nology. “ Ideas raised by participating 
experts, specialists, and researchers 
contributed to enriching the content of 
the summit, presenting insightful sug-
gestions to enhance international coop-
eration to address the unprecedented 
challenges facing the heath sector. The 
sessions also emphasized the need to 
invest in biotechnology as the only way 
to develop new products and achieve 
economic growth through global health 
solutions. (Agencies)

PRAGUE: Retired general Petr Pavel, 
who leads in opinion polls going into 
the Czech presidential run-off on 
Friday and Saturday, is a war hero 
with a passion for motorcycles. True 
to his military past, the 61-year-old 
has vowed to “restore order” in the 
EU and NATO member of 10.5 mil-
lion people if elected. “I can’t ignore 
the fact that people here increasingly 
feel chaos, disorder and uncertainty. 
That the state has somehow ceased to 
function,” Pavel said on his campaign 
website. “We need to change this. We 
need to play by the rules, which will 
be valid for everyone alike. We need a 
general sweep,” he added.(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden 
on Thursday called the 26-year-old 
who wrestled the gun away from a sus-
pected mass shooter in California, tell-
ing him: “You are America.” “I wanted 
to call and see how you’re doing and 
thank you for taking such incredible 
action in the face of danger,” Biden is 
heard telling Brandon Tsay on a re-
cording of the call. Biden posted a vid-
eo on Twitter of his chat with Tsay, who 
wrestled the firearm from a 72-year-
old man at a ballroom in Alhambra 
during Lunar New Year celebrations 
-- after the man had opened fire at a 
dance hall in nearby Monterey Park, 
killing 11 people. After Tsay managed 
to secure the gun in an extended tussle 
-- captured on closed circuit video lat-
er released by US media -- the suspect 
left the Lai Lai Ballroom & Studio. The 
next morning, he shot himself dead 
as police closed in on his van. “I don’t 
think you understand just how much 
you’ve done for so many people who 
are never even going to know you. But 
I want them to know more about you,” 

Biden said. “You have my respect. You 
are America, pal,” the president said. 
“America’s never backed down. We’ve 
always stepped up because of people 
like you.” Tsay can be heard saying 
he was “still processing what I did 
and what I experienced.” “For you to 
call, that’s just so comforting for me,” 
he tells Biden. At a White House cel-
ebration later Thursday for the Lunar 
New Year, Biden called for a moment 
of silence in memory of the slain and 
again praised Tsay. “He charged the 
gunman, wrestled him to the ground 
and took away a semi-automatic pis-
tol,” Biden said. “I think sometimes we 
underestimate the incredible acts of 
courage: someone is shooting and has 
a semi-automatic pistol aimed at you 
and you think about others. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US is look-
ing for an “appropriate candidate” 
to serve as a special envoy to Be-
larus, a State Department official 
said Thursday.  “We have a very 
excellent Charge who is doing 
most of the on-the-ground contact 
work, but our Assistant Secretary 
for Europe and Eurasia, Karen 
Donfried, has been meeting with 
Belarussians, as has her deputy 
Robin Dunnigan at regular inter-
vals to test whether there might be 
any openings there,” Victoria Nu-
land, Undersecretary of State for 
Political Affairs, said in response 

to a question during a Senate For-
eign Relations Committee hearing.  
“I would not say that we’ve had 
manifest success. But (we’re) also 

working intensively with the Belar-
usian opposition and Madame (Svi-
atlana) Tsikhanouskaya and the 
secretary has seen her regularly,” 
she added. Nuland said they con-
tinue to work on the issue, adding:  
“I hope we’ll have somebody to 
talk to you about in the not too 
distant future.” The US suspend-
ed operations at its embassy in 
Minsk, the capital city of Belarus, 
shortly after the Russian war in 
Ukraine began on Feb. 24 last year. 
Former US Ambassador to Belarus 
Julie Fisher departed her role last 
June. (Agencies)

‘You are America,’ Biden tells hero who  
tackled mass shooter

Philippines to appeal ICC resumption  
of drug war probe

US says it’s ‘deeply concerned’ after  
Palestinians killed in Israeli operation

US looking for ‘appropriate candidate’ as special envoy to Belarus


